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JOURNAL 


OF  THE 


HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES  OF  VIRGINIA. 


CITY  OF  RICHMOND,  MONDAY,  December  2,  1839. 

A  majority  of  the  members  of  the  house,  having  been  qualified  according  to  the  constitution,  took  their  seats. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  Resolved,  That  George  Wythe  Munforp  oe  appointed  clerk. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  house  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  speaker.  He  thereupon  nominated 
Thomas  W.  Gilmbk,  esq.,  one  of  the  delegates  from  the  county  of  Albemarle ;  and  the  clerk  recorded  the  vote 
as  follows : 

For  Mr.  Gilmer. — Messrs.  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge, 
Bin-well  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Hannah,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Kyle,  Flood, 
Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wil- 
son, Whitworth,  Roane,  Powell,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin, 
Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Carroll,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clarke  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White, 
Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy, 
Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  Kiog  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard, 
Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Banks,  Scott,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Clayton, 
Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morcan,  Hodges,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  Bo- 
rough, Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  Hudnall,  M'Connell,  Aleshire,  Staples,  Hiner,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman, 
Carroll,  Venable,  Roberts,  Heath,  Ratclifle,  Walden,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Lcyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Rock- 
ingham, Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Bare,  Conn,  Griever,  Ridley,  Crutchfield,  Fiuhugh,  Clarke  of 
Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walker,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stangcr. — 118. 

Thomas  W.  Gii.mbr,  esq.  was  accordingly  declared  duly  elected  speaker.  He  was  conducted  to  the  chair 
by  Messrs.  Dorman  and  Crutchfield,  and  returned  his  acknowledgments  to  the  house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  Resolved,  That  Daniel  Ward  be  appointed  sergeant  at  arms. 

Mr.  Wilson  proposed  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  a  doorkeeper  be  now  appointed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman,  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  Resolved,  That  the  rules  and  regulations  adopted  for  the  government  of  the 
house  of  delegates  at  its  last  session  be  adopted  for  the  government  of  the  present  session. 

THE  SAID  RULES  AND  REGULATIONS  ARE  THE  FOLLOWING : 

1.  No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  the  service  of  the  house,  without  leave,  unless  he  be  sick,  and 
unable  to  attend. 

2.  When  any  member  is  about  to  speak  in  debate,  or  deliver  any  matter  to  the  house,  be  shall  rise  from 
bis  seat,  and  without  advancing,  shall,  with  due  respect,  address  "  Mr.  Speaker,"  confining  himself  strictly 
to  the  point  in  debate,  avoiding  all  indecent  and  disrespectful  language. 

3.  When  any  member  rises  and  addresses  the  chair,  the  speaker  shall  recognize  him  by  bis  name;  but 
no  member  shall  designate  another  by  name. 

4.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  in  the  same  debate,  without  leave. 

6.  A  question  being  once  determined,  must  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  bouse,  and  cannot,  during  the 
same  session,  be  drawn  again  into  debate. 

6.  While  the  speaker  is  reporting  or  putting  a  question,  none  shall  entertain  private  discourse,  read,  stand 
up,  walk  into,  out  of,  or  across  the  bouse. 
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7.  No  member  shall  vote  on  any  question,  in  the  event  of  which  he  is  immediately  and  personally  interested ; 
nor  in  any  other  case  where  he  was  not  present  when  the  question  was  put  by  the  speaker  or  chairman  in  any 
committee. 

8.  Every  member  who  shall  be  in  the  house  when  any  question  is  put,  shall  on  a  decision  be  counted 
on  one  side  or  the  other. 

9.  A  majority  of  delegates  shall  be  necessary  to  proceed  to  business ;  and  every  question  shall  be  deter- 
mined according  to  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  members  present,  except  where  the  constitution  otherwise  pro- 
vides; any  smaller  number,  together  with  the  speaker,  shall  be  sufficient  to  adjourn  ;  twenty  may  call  a  bouse, 
Send  for  absentees,  and  make  any  order  for  their  censure  or  discharge. 

10.  When  the  house  rises,  every  member  shall  remain  in  his  seat  until  the  speaker  passes  him. 

11.  On  a  call  of  the  house,  the  doors  shall  not  be  closed  against  any  member  until  his  name  shall  have  been 
once  enrolled. 

12.  When  any  member  shall  continue  in  his  seat  two  days  after  having  obtained  leave  of  absence,  such 
leave  shall  be  regarded  as  revoked.  It  shall  be  the  special  duty  of  the  clerk,  to  enter  on  the  journal,  every  leave 
of  absence,  and  to  disallow  the  pay  of  the  member  for  the  time  during  which  he  was  absent. 

13.  Any  member,  sustained  by  seven  others,  shall  have  a  right  before  the  question  is  put,  to  demand  the 
ayes  and  noes  on  the  decision  of  any  question ;  and  on  such  occasions,  the  names  of  the  members  shall  bo  called 
over  by  the  clerk,  and  the  ayes  and  noes  respectively  entered  on  the  journal,  and  the  question  decided  as  a 
majority  shall  thereupon  appear.  After  the  ayes  and  noes  shall  have  been  taken,  and  before  they  are  counted,  or 
entered  on  the  journal,  the  clerk  shall  read  over  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  of  those 
who  voted  in  the  negative,  at  which  time  any  member  shall  have  the  right  to  correct  any  mistake  committed  in 
enrolling  his  name. 

14.  No  business  shall  be  introduced,  or  considered  after  12  o'clock,  until  the  orders  of  the  day  be  disposed 
of,  except  messages  from  the  senate  or  executive.  Among  the  orders  of  the  day,  those  which  are  general  in 
their  nature,  shall  have  precedence  over  such  as  are  private  or  local. 

16.  The  speaker  may  call  any  member  to  the  chair,  who  shall  exercise  its  functions  for  the  time ;  but  no 
member,  by  virtue  of  such  appointment,  shall  preside  for  a  longer  time  than  one  day. 

16.  The  speaker  shall  set  apart  convenient  seats  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  senate  and  executive, 
and  of  the  judges  of  the  superior  courts  of  this  commonwealth  and  of  the  United  States,  and  of  such  other 
persons  as  he  may  invite  within  the  bar  of  the  house. 

17.  All  bills  or  other  business  shall  be  dispatched  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  introduced,  unless  the 
house  shall  direct  otherwise  in  particular  cases. 

15.  The  clerk  shall  not  permit  any  records  or  papers  to  be  taken  from  the  table  or  out  of  his  possession  ; 
but  he  mny  deliver  to  a  member,  any  bills  depending  before  the  house,  on  taking  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

19.  The  journal  of  the  house  shall  be  drawn  up  by  the  clerk,  on  each  day,  and  after  being  examined  by  the 
speaker,  shnlfbo  printed  and  delivered  without  delay. 

20.  The  clerk  shall  publish,  with  the  laws,  all  resolutions  of  a  general  nature,  annex  marginal  notes  to  each 
law  or  resolution,  and  subjoin  an  index  to  the  whole. 

21.  The  clerks  of  the  senate  and  house  of  delegates  may  interchange  messages  at  such  time,  between  the 
hour  of  adjournment  and  that  of  meeting  on  the  following  day,  as  that  the  said  messages  may  be  read  imme- 
diately after  the  orders  of  the  day. 

22.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to  make  an  alphabetical  schedule  of  the  petitions  presented  during  the 
session,  with  a  short  analysis  of  each,  for  the  information  of  succeeding  legislatures. 

23.  No  petition  of  a  private  nature  having  been  once  rejected,  shall  be  acted  on  a  second  time  unless  it  be 
supported  by  new  evidence;  nor  shall  any  such  petition,  after  a  third  disallowance,  be  again  acted  on.  The 
several  clerks  of  committees  shall  keep  alphabetical  lists  of  all  such  petitions,  specifying  the  sessions  at  which 
they  were  presented,  and  the  determination  of  the  house  thereon ;  and  shall  deliver  the  original  petitions  to  the 
clerk  of  the  house,  to  be  preserved  in  his  office. 

24.  No  petition  or  memorial  shall  be  received,  praying  for  the  division  of  a  county  or  parish,  changing  the 
place  of  holding  nny  court,  or  other  local  matter,  unless  the  purport  of  such  petition  or  memorial  shall  have  been 
fixed  up  at  the  courthouse  door  of  the  county  where  such  alteration  is  proposed,  at  two  different  courts,  and 
shall  have  remained  there  one  day  during  the  sitting  of  each  court,  anu  at  least  one  month  shall  have  passed 
after  the  holding  of  the  last  court,  and  before  the  petition  or  memorial  is  presented.  And  no  petition  or  memorial 
shall  be  received,  or  bill  brought  in  for  establishing  or  discontinuing  ferries,  nor  for  any  other  purpose  affecting 
private  rights  or  property,  uniess  the  parties  interested  shall  have  had  one  month's  no'tice.  And  if  they  be  not 
known  to  the  petitioner  or  memorialist,  the  purport  of  the  petition,  memorial,  or  bill,  shall  be  set  up  at  the  court- 
bouse  in  the  manner  before  directed,  and  aiso  three  times  inserted  in  some  newspaper  in  the  state  most  conve- 
nient for  conveying  the  intended  information,  one  month  before  offering  or  moving  the  same. 

25.  No  petition  shall  be  received  claiming  a  sum  of  money,  or  praying  the  settlement  of  unliquidated 
accounts,  unless  it  be  accompanied  with  a  certiticate  of  disallowance  from  the  executive,  or  auditor,  containing 
the  reason  why  it  was  rejected.    But  this  order  shall  extend  to  no  person  applying  for  a  pension. 
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26.  When  any  petition,  or  bill  founded  on  one,  ia  rejected,  such  petition  shall  not  be  withdrawn,  but  the 
petitioner,  or  member  presenting  his  petition,  or  any  member  from  the  county  or  corporation  in  which  the  peti- 
tioner resides,  may  without  leave,  withdraw  any  document  filed  therewith  ;  and  a  list  of  every  document  so 
withdrawn,  shall  be  preserved  by  the  clerk.  All  petitions  not  finally  acted  on,  may,  with  the  accompanying 
documents,  be  in  like  manner  withdrawn,  after  the  expiration  of  the  session  at  which  they  were  presented. 

27.  No  petition  shnll  be  read  in  the  house,  unless  particularly  required  by  some  member ;  but  every  mem- 
ber presenting  one,  shall  announce  the  name  of  the  petitioner,  the  nature  of  the  application,  and  whether  in  his 
opinion  a  similar  application  had  been  before  made  by  said  petitioner.  He  shall  also  endorse  on  the  back  of  the 
petition,  his  own  name  as  a  pledge  that  it  is  drawn  in  respectful  language:  whereupon,  it  shall  be  delivered  to 
tbe  clerk,  by  whom  it  shall  be  laid  before  the  proper  committee. 

28.  At  the  commencement  of  each  session,  the  following  committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  speaker: 

1.  A  committee  of  privileges  and  elections,  to  consist  of  nine  members. 

2.  A  committee  for  courts  of  justice,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  nine  nor  more  than  thirteen  members. 

3.  A  committee  for  schools  and  colleges,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  nine  nor  more  than  thirteen  members. 

4.  A  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  nine  nor  more  than  thirteen 

members. 

5.  A  committee  of  claims,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  nine  nor  more  than  thirteen  members. 

6.  A  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  nine  nor  more  than  thirteen 

members. 

7.  A  committee  on  the  militia  laws,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  seven  members. 
9.  A  committee  of  finance,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  nor  more  than  nine  members. 

9.  A  committee  on  the  penitentiary,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  seven  members. 

10.  A  committee  on  the  armory,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  nor  more  than  thirteen  members. 

11.  A  committee  on  executive  expenditures,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  seven  members. 

12.  A  committee  to  examine  first  auditor's  office,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  seven 

members. 

13.  A  committee  to  examine  second  auditor's  office,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  seven 

members. 

14.  A  committee  to  examine  clerk's  office,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  seven  members. 

15.  A  committee  to  examine  the  register's  office,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  seven 

members. 

16.  A  joint  committee  to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than 

seven  members. 

17.  A  joint  committee  to  examine  the  bonds  of  public  officers,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more 

than  seven  members. 

IS.  A  joint  committee  on  the  public  library,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  seven  members. 

19.  A  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  thir- 

teen members. 

20.  A  committee  to  examine  enrolled  bills,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  members. 

21.  A  committee  to  examine  the  lunatic  asylums  in  this  commonwealth,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  five 

nor  more  than  ten  members. 

29.  Five  members  of  any  standing  or  select  committee,  shall  be  a  quorum  to  proceed  to  business. 

30.  The  several  committees  are  instructed  to  report,  in  all  cases  to  them  referred,  whether  other  cases  may 
arise,  comprised  within  the  principle  of  the  petitioner:  and  if  a  bill  be  ordered,  it  shall  be  so  drawn  as  to  pro- 
vide for  all  such  cases,  as  well  as  that  in  which  it  originated  ;  and  in  petitions  and  other  matters  referred,  the 
committee  shall  have  power,  if  they  deem  it  expedient,  to  report  by  bill. 

31.  Select  committees  shall  not  consist  of  less  than  five  nor  more  than  thirteen  members. 

32.  The  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  shall  examine  the  oaths  taken  by  each  member  and  certifi- 
cates of  election  furnished  by  the  sheriffs,  and  report  thereon  to  the  house. 

33.  The  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  shall  report  in  all  cases  of  privilege  or  contested  elections 
the  principles  and  reasons  on  which  their  resolutions  are  founded. 

34.  The  committee  for  schools  and  colleges  shall  annually  examine  into  the  state  and  manner  of  administra- 
tion of  the  literary  fund,  and  make  such  report  as  they  may  deem  proper. 

35.  The  committee  of  finance  shall  annually  examine  into  the  state  of  the  debts  due  from  the  common- 
wealth ;  of  the  revenue  and  expenditures  of  tbe  preceding  year,  and  prepare  an  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  tho 
succeeding  year,  and  make  such  report  thereon  as  they  may  deem  proper. 

36.  Any  person  contesting  the  election  of  a  member  returned  to  serve  in  this  house,  will  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive bis  wages  only  from  the  day  on  which  such  person  is  declared  duly  elected. 

37.  Whenever  by  the  equality  of  sound,  a  division  of  the  house  is  rendered  necessary  in  tbe  opinion  of  the 
speaker,  or  of  a  member,  the  members  shall  be  required  to  rise  in  their  places ;  and  if  on  a  general  view  of  tbe 
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house,  a  doubt  still  exist  on  the  mind  of  the  speaker,  or  of  a  member,  as  to  the  side  on  which  the  majority 
voted,  the  members  shall  be  counted  standing  in  their  places,  either  by  the  sppaker,  or  by  two  members  of  op- 
posite opinions  on  the  question,  to  be  deputed  for  the  purpose  by  the  speaker. 

3S.  Documents  printed  by  order  of  the  house,  shall  be  printed  on  paper  of  the  same  size  with  the  journal, 
and  a  copy  shall  be  bound  up  with  each  journal,  and  furnished  the  members  at  the  end  of  the  session  ;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  public  printer  to  furnish  185  additional  copies  to  be  used  for  that  purpose. 

39.  Any  person  shall  be  at  liberty  to  sue  out  an  original  writ,  or  subpoena  in  chancery,  to  prevent  a  bar  by 
the  statute  of  limitations,  or  to  file  any  bill  in  equity,  and  examine  witnesses  thereupon,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
serving their  testimony  against  any  member  of  this  house  :  Provided,  That  the  clerk,  after  having  made  out  and 
signed  such  original  writ,  or  subrnrna,  shall  not  deliver  it  to  the  party,  nor  to  any  other  person,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  member's  privilege. 

40.  Any  person  summoned  to  attend  this  house,  or  any  one  of  its  committees,  as  a  witness,  shall  be  privi- 
leged from  arrest  during  his  coming  to,  attendance  on,  or  return  from  the  house  or  committee  :  and  no  such 
witness  shall  be  obliged  to  attend,  until  the  party  at  whose  request  he  was  summoned,  shall  pay  or  secure  to 
him,  for  his  attendance  and  travelling,  the  same  allowance  which  is  made  to  witnesses  attending  the  general 
court. 

41.  If  any  person  shall  tamper  with  a  witness,  in  respect  of  his  evidence  to  be  giveu  before  this  house,  or 
one  of  its  committees,  or  directly  or  indirectly  endeavour  to  deter  or  hinder  a  person  from  appearing  or  giving 
evidence,  it  shall  be  deemed  a  high  misdemeanour,  which  the  house  will  severely  punish. 

42.  No  person  shall  be  taken  into  custody  by  the  sergeant  alarms, on  any  complaint  of  breach  of  privilege, 
until  the  matter  is  examined  by  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections,  and  reported  to  the  house. 

43.  In  all  elections,  but  one  vacancy  shall  be  filled  at  a  time. 

44.  In  elections  by  joint  vote  of  the  two  houses  of  the  general  assembly,  each  house  shall  first  communicate, 
by  message  to  the  other,  the  names  of  the  persons  who  may  be  put  in  nomination  for  the  said  office  in  each  house 
respectively  ;  and  then  each  house  shall  vole  separately  in  its  own  chamber;  and  shall  each  appoint  a  commit- 
tee on  its  part  to  meet  a  committee  on  the  pan  of  the  other  house,  and  communicate  the  result  of  the  vote  in 
each  house  respectively ;  and  if  upon  such  vote,  any  person  have  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes,  the 
same  shall  be  reported  by  the  committees  to  their  respective  houses,  and  the  speaker  of  each  house  shall  declare 
such  person  duly  elected;  and  if  no  person  shall  have  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes,  both  houses 
shall  in  like  manner  proceed  to  another  vote,  dropping  ihc  person  who  shall  have  the  smallest  number  of  votes 
on  the  former  vole ;  and  so  on  till  an  election  be  made;  and  the  results  of  each  vote  in  each  house  shall,  in  like 
manner,  be  communicated  by  each  house  to  the  other,  and  reported  by  their  respective  committees ;  and  the 
election,  when  made,  shall  in  like  manner  be  declared  by  the  respective  speakers  of  the  two  houses. 

45.  Hereafter  it  shall  bo  the  duly  of  the  clerk,  previous  to  reading  each  bill,  to  announce  wbclhcr  it  is  on 
its  first,  second  or  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May,  Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  temporary  relief  of  the 
bank's  of  this  commonwealth,  and  that  Messrs.  May,  Robertson,  Watts,  Crutchfield,  Smilh  of  Isle  of  Wight, 
Allyn  of  Norfolk,  Baker,  Worlhington,  Reynolds,  Tolcr,  M'Connell,  Venable,  and  M'Millan  bring  in  the  same. 

*  On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  Resolml,  That  the  speaker  assign  to  editors  of  newspapers  suitable  scats 
within  ihc  bar  of  the  house  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  the  proceedings  thereof. 

The  speaker  submitted  a  communication  from  David  Campbell,  esq.,  governor  of  tho  commonwealth, 
which  was  read  as  follows  : 

KXKCIITIVE  DEPARTMENT,  December  2,  1S39. 
SIR, — Enclosed  is  a  communication  to  the  general  assembly,  which  be  pleased  to  lay  before  the  house  of 
delegates. 

I  am,  vcrv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  CAMPBELL. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 

Fellow-CitizEns  of  the  Senate  and  Hocse  of  Delegates: 

,  In  the  midst  of  some  discouragements  and  disappointments  we  have  strong  motives  for  humble  and  earnest 
thankfulness  to  the  beneficent  dispenser  of  all  good,  for  the  abundance  of  the  productions  of  the  earth  during  the 
present  year  in  every  portion  of  our  country,  and  ihe  excellent  health  which  the  people  of  our  own  state  have 
generally  enjoyed. 

Great  difficulties  have  attended  the  efforts  lo  negotiate  the  loans  authorized  by  law  ;  and  it  is  not  probable 
that  within  any  short  time  hereafter  the  money  necessary  to  complete  the  public  works  in  progress  can  be  pro- 
cured by  a  resort  to  loans.  So  great  are  the  discouragements  to  any  new  attempt  to  borrow  on,  public  account, 
and  the  rate  of  interest  is  so  high,  that  ihe  purpose  of  raising  money  in  that  mode  must,  for  the  present  nt  least, 
be  abandoned.    Desirable  as  it  is  to  finish  the  works  of  internal  improvement  that  have  been  commenced,  and 
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to  undertake  others  no  less  important,  yet  unauthorized,  it  has  become  necessary,  I  fear,  not  only  to  postpone  the 
latter  class,  but  also  to  suspend  some  of  the  former.  In  that  event,  as  this  interesting  branch  of  public  policy 
•would  be  recurred  to  again  as  soon  as  a  favourable  change  in  the  times  would  admit,  it  is  the  part  of  prudence 
to  examine  rigidly  into  the  finances  and  to  lay  the  foundations  of  an  ample  fund,  not  only  to  pay  the  interest  of 
the  state  debt,  but  to  extinguish  the  principal,  and  of  any  addition  to  it  which  the  general  assembly  may  here- 
after authorize. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  it  has  become  my  duty  to  communicate  to  the  general  assembly  another  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  in  almost  every  6late  in  the  Union,  as  it  is  understood,  except  New  York 
and  some  of  the  slates  to  the  north  of  it.  The  suspension  commenced  with  the  banks  of  Philadelphia,  and  was 
soon  followed  by  many  others  to  the  south  and  west  as  far  as  1  have  heard,  including  all  the  banks,  as  is  believed, 
of  this  state,  except  those  at  Wheeling  and  a  branch  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Portsmouth.  As  soon  as  the  re- 
port reached  me,  my  attention  without  delay  was  directed  to  the  acts  regulating  the  banks  of  this  state,  to  ascer- 
tain what  measures,  under  such  a  state  of  things,  might  be  required  of  the  executive  to  be  taken. 

By  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  establishing  general  regulations  for  the  incorporation  of  banks,  passed 
March  22,  1837,  it  is  provided,  That  the  bills  or  notes  of  all  banks  hereafter  chartered,  originally  made  pay- 
able on  demand,  or  which  shall  have  become  payable  on  demand,  in  gold  and  silver  coin,  shall  be  receivable  in 
all  payments  to  this  commonwealth  ;  but  if  any  such  bank  shall  at  any  lime  fail  or  refuse  to  redeem  its  notes  in 
gold  or  silver  coin,  its  bills  or  notes  shall  be  no  longer  receivable  as  albresaid  ;  and  the  governor  for  the  time 
being  is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  by  proclamation,  to  declare  the  fact,  and  forthwith  to  prohibit  the  notes 
of  said  bank  to  be  received  in  payment  of  any  money  due  to  the  commonwealth  ;  nnd  if  the  said  bank  shall  be 
one  in  which  any  portion  of  the  public  revenue  shall  be  deposited,  the  governor  shall  cause  the  said  deposites 
standing  in  ihe  said  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  commonweallh,  or  any  of  the  public  funds,  to  be  removed  ihere- 
from  to  some  specie  paying  bank,  or  to  some  other  place  of  safety." 

It  will  be  perceived  from  this  provision  that  on  the  happening  of  a  certain  contingency  therein  described,  it 
is  made  the  duty  of  the  governor  to  do  two  things  :  first,  to  issue  his  proclamation  declaring  the  fact  of  suspen- 
sion, and  prohibiting  the  notes  of  M  said  bank"  (so  suspending  specie  payments)  from  being  received  in  payment 
of  any  money  due  to  the  commonweallh  ;  secondly,  to  cause  the  deposites  of  the  public  revenue  in  "  the  said 
bank"  to  be  removed  ihcrefrom  to  some  specie  paying  bank,  or  to  some  other  place  of  safety.  Both  of  these  acts 
are  required  to  be  performed  by  the  governor  on  ihe  happening  of  the  contingency  cOntemplnted  in  the  statute  ; 
for  both,  it  will  be  seen,  are  placed  by  the  terms  of  the  law  on  precisely  the  same  footing.  The  very  grave  and 
important  character  of  the  consequences  to  flow  from  either  or  both  of  ihcm,  whether  regard  be  had  to  the  ease 
and  convenience  of  the  people  in  meeting  the  public  burthens,  the  safe-keeping  and  collection  of  the  public  re- 
venue, or  the  general  operations  of  the  treasury  in  conducting  the  public  finances  and  upholding  the  public 
credit — all  these  considerations  made  it  incumbent  on  the  executive  to  seek  carefully  the  intentions  of  ihe  legis- 
lature as  to  the  nature  of  the  contingency  contemplated  by  them,  and  on  which  such  important  consequences 
were  to  depend.  A  diversity  of  opinion  existing  as  to  the  true  construction  of  the  act  of  1837  in  this  respect,  I 
called  on  the  attorney  general  for  his  opinion,  which  is  herewith  communicated  to  the  general  assembly.  It  will 
be  seen  that  that  officer  slated,  as  the  result  of  his  reflections  on  the  subject,  and  of  a  careful  examination  of  the 
law,  that  he  was  strongly  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  "  the  law  intended  to  provide  for  a  case  in  which  one  or 
more  banks  had  suspended  specie  payments,  while  ollicrs  continued  to  pay  specie  ;"  and  that  the  duties  required 
of  the  governor  were  to  be  performed  in  case  of  a  partial  and  not  a  general  suspension  of  the  banks. 

The  suspension  which  has  taken  place  being  almost  a  general  one,  including,  it  is  understood,  all  the  banks 
in  the  commonwealth,  except  those  at  Wheeling  and  the  branch  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Portsmouth,  there  could 
no  longer  be  room  for  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  executive  refraining  from  any  action  on  ihe  occasion,  if 
the  opinion  intimated  by  the  law  officer  of  the  state  be  ihe  true  construction  of  the  act  of  1S37.  The  least  that 
could  be  said  under  the  influence  of  so  respectable  an  authority  was,  that  it  is  at  all  events  a  case  of  doubtful 
construction :  and  the  public  convenience  in  all  such  cases  being  held  a  sound  rule  of  interpretation,  as  furnish- 
ing the  most  probable  clue  lo  the  intentions  of  the  legislature,  1  could  not  but  give  very  great  weight  in  forming 
my  own  judgment  on  the  subject  to  the  obvious  and  distressing  consequences  to  the  public  at  large,  which  would 
result  from  prohibiting  ihe  receipt  of  bank  notes,  forming  as  the}'  do  the  general  and  almost  sole  currency  of  the 
country  at  the  present  moment,  and  demanding  specie  alone  in  payment  of  the  public  dues.  The  consequence 
must  have  been  either  that  that  portion  of  the  revenue  which  remained  to  be  collected,  probably  one  half,  would 
not  be  collected  at  all,  or  if  its  collection  were  coerced  by  the  stern  process  of  the  law,  and  that  too  within  so 
short  an  interval  before  the  period  fixed  for  the  entire  payment  of  the  revenue  into  the  treasury,  a  ruinous  sacri- 
fice of  property  would  have  taken  place,  greater  in  all  probability  than  has  been  witnessed  at  any  lime  since 
the  revolution.  And  to  what  end  would  these  specie  collections  have  been  wrung  from  the  people,  at  the  cost 
of  so  great  and  distressing  a  sacrifice  of  property  ?  According  to  the  opinion  of  ihe  attorney  general,  founded 
on  the  positive  provisions  of  the  law  of  1829,  regulating  the  mode  of  paying  money  into  the  treasury,  merely  that 
they  should  pass  into  the  vaults  of  non-specie  paying  banks  which  would  have  give  n  out  paper  only  in  return ; 
for  the  banks,  it  must  be  remembered,  are  no  more  obliged  to  pay  specie  on  the  demands  of  the  commonwealth 
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and  its  creditors  lhan  on  those  of  private  individuals.  All  the  distress  of  these  specie  exactions,  then,  would 
have  been  visited  upon  the  people,  without  any  countervailing  advantage  to  the  government  or  the  common- 
wealth. 

On  turning  to  the  other  branch  of  the  duty  imposed  on  the  governor  by  the  act  of  1837,  in  the  contingency 
therein  described,  to  wit,  that  of  removing  the  deposits  of  the  public  revenue  from  the  banks  wherein  they  are 
placed  hy  law  to  some  specie  paying  bank  or  other  place  of  safety,  other,  and  if  possible,  still  more  serious 
difficulties  presented  themselves,  which  gave  great  additional  weight  to  the  opinion  that  the  contingency  describ- 
ed in  the  act  could  not  have  been  intended  to  refer  to  a  general  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  all  the  banks, 
or  if  it  did,  that  the  execution  of  the  act  in  the  state  of  things  which  had  arisen  was  plainly  impracticable. 
There  being  no  specie  paying  bank  in  the  slate,  if  the  public  moneys  were  removed  from  the  banks  in  which 
they  arc  now  deposited  by  law,  they  must  have  been  removed  to  some  place  of  safety  other  than  a  bank.  But 
to  have  done  that  in  the  existing  state  of  the  law,  would  have  produced  a  complete  suspension  of  all  the  opera- 
tions of  the  public  treasury, — a  consequence  which  could  not  be  presumed  to  have  been  contemplated  or  intend- 
ed by  the  legislature.  As  the  law  now  stands,  regulating  the  receipts  and  payments  of  the  public  moneys,  no 
money  can  be  received  into  the  treasury  but  on  certificates  of  payment  hrst  made  into  bank,  given  by  the 
officers  of  the  banks,  which  are  constituted  by  law  the  depositories  of  the  public  revenue ;  nor  can  any  money 
be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  but  by  checks  drawn  on  those  bunks.  The  act  of  1837,  while  it  authorizes  and 
requires  the  governor  in  a  certain  contingency  to  remove  the  public  moneys  from  those  banks,  neither  repeals 
the  general  provisions  of  the  law  above  retcrrcd  to,  nor  provides  any  new  mode  by  which  money  may  be  receiv- 
ed into  or  paid  out  of  the  treasury. 

The  whole  of  our  existing  legislation  on  that  subject  is  comprehended  in  the  act  passed  the  16th  of  February 
1829,  "  prescribing  the  mode  of  paying  the  public  moneys  into  and  out  of  the  treasury."  By  the  flrst  section  of 
that  act  it  is  provided  that  "  all  moneys  due  and  payable  to  the  commonwealth,  &c,  shall  be  paid  into  the  bank 
of  Virginia  or  Farmers  bank  of  Virginia  in  the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed,  and  not  otherwise."  The  manner 
is  then  prescribed  as  follows: — The  person  "liable  to  pay"  is  first  to  obtain  a  warrant  from  the  auditor  of  pub- 
lic accounts,  or  the  second  auditor,  directing  the  treasurer  to  receive  the  money.  The  treasurer  is  then  to  make 
an  order  upon  the  warrant,  directing  the  proper  officer  of  one  of  the  banks  to  receive  the  same.  The  certificate 
of  the  bank  officer,  that  the  money  is  paid,  is  brought  to  the  treasurer,  who  then  gives  a  receipt  for  the  money. 
This  receipt  is  carried  to  the  auditor,  and  he  gives  a  discharge.  The  second  section  enacts  that  if  any  person 
shall  pay  any  public  money  whatsoever  to  the  treasurer,  otherwise  than  according  to  the  provisions  aforesaid,  he 
shall  remain  liable  therefor  as  if  he  had  not  paid  it.  The  third  section  provides  that  all  public  moneys  shall 
be  kept  in  the  banks  aforesaid  in  the  name  of  the  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth  ;  and  the  fourth,  that  the  trea- 
surer shall  have  no  authority  to  draw  any  money  standing  to  bis  credit  aforesaid  in  either  bank,  except  by  his 
check  drawn  on  a  warrant  issued  by  one  of  the  auditors. 

This  law,  it  will  doubtless  be  recollected  by  the  general  assembly,  was  passed  upon  great  deliberation,  after 
experience  had  demonstrated  the  defectiveness  and  insecurity  of  former  regulations  on  the  subject,  and  was 
intended  to  introduce  and  establish  an  entirely  new  system  in  the  receipt,  safe-keeping  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  moneys.  It  is  emphatically  the  organic  law  of  the  public  treasury  in  Virginia ;  and  until  repealed  or 
modified  by  the  legislature,  the  only  competent  authority,  it  must  be  regarded  as  a  binding  rule  of  action  to  the 
public  officers  and  all  others  concerned. 

This,  then,  being  the  existing  state  of  the  law,  let  it  be  supposed  that  it  had  been  determined  to  remove  the 
public  moneys  from  the  banks,  under  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  of  1837 — where  were  they  to  be  placed  for 
safe-keeping  and  due  administration?  In  the  custody  of  the  treasurer,  as  the  legal  and  responsible  fiscal  officer 
of  the  commonwealth — would  naturally  occur  as  the  answer.  But  the  treasurer,  it  will  be  seen  from  his  letter 
herewith  submitted,  accompanied  by  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  general,  whose  advice  he  required,  would  not 
have  considered  himself  at  liberty  to  take  possession  of  the  public  moneys  in  case  of  their  removal,  regarding 
his  custody  of  them  to  be  inhibited  by  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  law  of  1829,  the  leading  object  and  policy  of 
which  were  to  place  the  public  moneys  out  of  the  custody  and  beyond  the  control  which  that  officer  had  formerly 
held  over  them.  If  any  other  place  of  deposit  could  have  been  found,  the  public  moneys  there  would  have  been 
wholly  witlnut  legal  safeguard  or  protection  ;  for  the  treasurer  declares  he  "would  consider  them  in  that  case" 
out  of  the  treasury.  How,  too,  could  public  money  have  been  paid  into  or  out  of  this  new  place  of  deposit,  if 
such  an  one  had  been  found  and  designated  by  the  governor.  The  law  of  1S29,  it  has  been  seen,  expressly 
prohibits  the  receipt  of  public  money  into  the  treasury  except  through  the  banks,  and  in  like  manner  prevents 
any  payment  from  being  made  by  the  treasurer,  otherwise  than  by  checks  drawn  on  the  banks.  No  other  mode 
has  been  prescribed  or  authorized  by  law,  and  the  executive  could  have  prescribed  none  without  an  unwarranted 
assumption  of  legislative  power.  The  removal  of  the  public  moneys  from  the  banks,  and  the  establishment  of 
a  new  place  of  deposit  by  the  governor  in  this  state  of  things,  must  then  have  been  entirely  nugatory,  or  have 
involved,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  a  total  stoppage  in  the  operations  of  the  treasury  both  as  to  receipts  and 
disbursements. 

These  arc  some  of  the  insuperable  embarrassments  which  would  have  attended  an  attempt,  in  the  present 
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ttnte  of  things,  to  execute  the  contingent  authority  given  to  the  governor  by  the  act  of  1837.  They  brought  my 
mind  to  the  conclusion  that  a  general  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  all  the  banks  was  not  such  a  contin- 
gency as  that  act  contemplated,  or  if  it  were,  that  the  execution  of  it*  provisions  was  impracticable  without  a 
farther  exercise  of  legislative  authority.  I  have  deemed  it,  therefore,  most  in  harmony  with  the  constitutional 
duties  of  the  executive  department,  as  well  as  most  consistent  with  the  intentions  of  the  legislature  and  the  ge- 
neral interest  of  the  people  and  the  commonwealth,  to  submit  the  whole  matter,  as  I  now  do,  to  the  general  as- 
sembly, to  be  disposed  of  by  them  as  they  in  their  wisdom  shall  judge  best  for  the  common  good. 

Your  attention  is  again  most  respectfully  invited  to  the  subject  of  common  schools.  The  incalculable  im- 
portance of  a  judicious  system  of  popular  instruction  to  the  best  interests  of  society,  will  be  my  justification  for 
pressing  it  upon  you  so  often.  In  a  former  communication,  I  suggested  that  the  plan  of  general  education  should 
embrace  not  only  the  instruction  of  the  entire  youth  of  the  country,  but  a  gradual  increase  of  well  qualified  and 
experienced  teachers.  Further  enquiries  have  led  me  to  the  conclusion  that  provision  for  qualifying  teachers 
ought  to  precede  the  organization  of  schools.  In  some  of  the  states,  and  in  other  countries  where  they  have  been 
engaged  in  establishing  common  schools,  the  greatest  difficulty  which  they  have  had  to  encounter  in  the  com- 
mencement has  been  in  obtaining  properly  qualified  teachers.  And  until  the  inducements  to  qualify  themselves 
and  the  facilities  for  so  doing,  arc  greatly  multiplied,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  they  will  be  found  among  our- 
selves. 

It  is  not  to  be  questioned  that  the  diffusion  of  sound  education  is  of  the  last  importance  to  the  well  being  of 
society.  Indeed,  we  are  solemnly  admonished  that  the  safety  of  life  and  properly  in  our  country  depends  upon 
the  proper  training  and  educating  of  our  youth.  When  man  becomes  the  master  of  his  own  political  destiny,  it 
is  not  rational  to  suppose  that  be  will  give  to  it  a  proper  direction  without  knowledge  of  the  power  committed  to 
his  keeping,  and  of  the  consequences  that  attend  its  abuse. 

Should  you  not  deem  it  advisable  to  do  more  at  the  present  session,  let  me  press  upon  you  the  necessity  of 
making  provision  for  the  preparation  of  good  teachers.  1  would  also  urge  that  a  competent  person  be  appointed 
to  visit  the  different  counties,  examine  into  the  actual  condition  of  the  schools  in  each  and  report  to  a  future 
legislature  the  result  of  this  examination.  The  general  assembly  would  then  be  enabled  to  act  with  a  full  and 
correct  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  and  state  of  education  in  the  commonwealth. 

During  the  past  summer,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  personally  inspecting  the  Western  lunatic  asylum  at 
Staunton,  accompanied  to  the  institution  by  the  physician,  whose  untiring  efforts  to  improve  its  usefulness  are 
worthy  of  the  highest  commendation.  I  was  gratified,  in  passing  through  nil  the  buildings,  to  observe  the  order 
and  neatness  which  pervaded  the  whole  establishment,  and  the  comfort  6f  its  inmates.  I  was  especially  grati- 
fied to  learn  the  number  of  insane  persons  that  had  within  the  last  year  or  two  been  cured  and  discharged,  to 
return  again  to  their  homes,  their  families  and  friends.  The  very  important  intelligence  was  communicated 
that  of  twenty  persons  brought  to  the  asylum  since  the  report  of  183S,  afflicted  with  recent  insanity,  sixteen  had 
been  cured  and  discharged,  two  were  rapidly  recovering,  and  the  other  two  were  so  much  improved  as  to  in- 
duce the  hope  that  they  also  will  recover;  whilst  of  the  cases  of  long  standing,  although  many  have  been  greatly 
meliorated,  but  few  have  been  restored.  In  view  of  these  facts  it  is  to  be  "regretted  that  our  asylums  arc  not 
sufficiently  spacious  to  receive  all  of  this  unfortunate  class,  and  that  their  friends  do  not  convey  them  thither  as 
soon  as  their  malady  becomes  known.  That  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  as  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  best  informed 
physicians  on  the  subject  that  nine-tenths  of  all  who  may  be  afflicted  with  insanity  might  be  cured  if  promptly 
attended  to. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  the  last  general  assembly,  I  have  received  a  communication  from  the  governor  of 
Maine,  forwarding  certain  resolutions,  adopted  by  the  legislature  of  that  state  in  relation  to  the  public  domain, 
which  I  now  lay  before  you. 

In  my  last  annual  message,  1  had  occasion  to  state  somewhat  at  large  my  views  on  this  interesting  and  im- 
portant subject.  Subsequent  reflection  has  but  served  to  confirm  them,  and  to  induce  me  very  earnestly  to  call 
your  attention  again  to  the  magnitude  and  urgency  of  the  considerations  which  belong  to  it.  "Reference  to  my 
former  views  will  shew  that  my  opinions  are  in  some  respects  widely  different  from  those  entertained  by  the 
legislature  of  Maine,  at  least  as  to  the  best  practicable  mode  of  devoting  the  public  lands  to  the  common  benefit 
of  all  the  states. 

That  the  public  lands  were  acquired  by  purchase  out  of  the  common  funds  of  the  Union,  or  are  by  cession 
held  as  a  common  fund,  may  be  readily  conceded,  and  is  indeed  earnestly  insisted  on  by  me.  1  agree  also  that 
no  better  means  can  be  perceived  of  applying  them  to  the  common  benefit,  so  as  to  relieve  each  state  from  so 
much  of  its  proportion  of  the  common  charge  than  the  appropriation  of  their  proceeds  to  the  expenditures  of  the 
general  government,  if  the  states  were  in  point  of  fact  relieved  thereby  from  taxation  to  an  equivalent  amount. 

But  notwithstanding  the  enormous  increase  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  during  the  last 
five  or  six  years,  and  the  continually  diminishing  rate  of  impost,  it  has  not  been  found  that  the  aggregate  amount 
of  revenue  from  other  sources  than  the  public  lands  has  been  diminished,  or  that  the  states  have  been  relieved 
from  taxation  to  an  amount  equivalent,  or  any  thing  like  equivalent,  to  those  proceeds.  On  the  contrary,  the 
expenditures  of  the  general  government  seem  to  keep  pace  with  the  increasing  revenue,  and  even  to  go  beyond 
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it.  The  inevitable  tendency  of  a  superabundant  revenue  and  an  overflowing  treasury  seems  to  nave  been,  as  it 
is  natural  to  suppose  it  always  will  be,  to  encourage  and  invito  not  only  liberal  but  extravagantly  prodigal  and 
excessive  expenditures.  And  there  is  always  danger,  in  such  circumstances,  that  the  appropriations  of  public 
money  may  not  only  be  poured  out  in  too  large  and  abundaut  currents,  but  may  find  vent  through  unaccus- 
tomed channels,  making  serious  breaches  in  the  barriers  of  the  constitution. 

So  long  as  the  income  of  the  federal  government  arising  from  imposts  cannot  be  kept  within  the  limits  of 
what  is  necessary  for  ordinary  and  legitimate  expenditure  upon  an  economical  scale,  to  swell  the  amount  by  the 
addition  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  instead  of  relieving  the  states  from  taxation,  only  leads 
to  the  appropriation  of  the  revenue  to  local  objects  extremely  partial  in  their  benefits,  doubtful  in  policy,  and 
very  often  more  than  doubtful  in  respect  of  constitutional  authority- 

This  is  not  mere  theory  and  speculation,  but  historical  experience,  as  lamentable  as  it  is  authentic. 

Readily  concurring  in  the  sentiment  that  it  is  highly  objectionable  on  grounds  of  expediency  and  power,  to 
raise  money  by  taxation  direct  or  indirect,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  it  again  among  the  states — yet 
whenever  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  are  not  needed  for  the  proper  and  necessary  expenses  of  the 
general  government,  I  cannot  see  how  they  can  be  so  well  applied  to  the  common  benefit  of  all  the  states  as  by 
distributing  them  among  the  states  in  some  just  and  equitable  proportion.  And  before  making  such  distribu- 
tion, I  think  justice  demands  that  compensation  be  rendered  to  the  old  states  for  the  liberal  grants  to  the  states 
in  which  the  lands  are  situated,  and  a  sufficient  portion  of  the  lands  or  their  proceeds  be  fairly  and  fully  applied 
to  the  extinguishment  of  the  unsatisfied  claims  of  the  soldiers  of  the  revolution,  by  whose  patriotic  toil  and  hardy 
valour  the  conquest  of  a  large  portion  of  them  was  achieved. 

I  cannot  persuade  myself  that  the  proposition  to  confine  the  sales  to  actual  settlers,  and  especially  if  the 
present  minimum  is  to  be  made  the  maximum  price  for  the  public  lands,  can  be  regarded  as  consistent  with  sound 
policy  or  consonant  with  the  rights  of  the  parties  in  the  contract  by  which  the  disposition  of  this  properly  was 
entrusted  to  the  congress  of  the  United  States.  Such  a  system  would,  1  respectfully  submit,  be  productive  of 
no  good  to  counterbalance  the  serious  mischiefs  it  would  tend  to  produce.  It  might  occasion  an  unnatural  and 
artificial  stimulus  to  emigration,  and  thus  draw  off"  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  western  states  a  large  portion  of  that 
hardy  "yeomanry,"  who  are  as  much  the  pride  and  reliance  of  tho  country  here  as  they  would  be  there.  It 
might  increase  with  even  greater  rapidity  than  has  yet  been  seen,  the  population  of  the"  new  at  the  expense  of 
that  of  the  old  states.  It  might  depreciate  the  value  of  our  lands  in  the  southern  stales,  and  diminish  the  amount 
of  our  products.  It  might,  by  diminishing  tflc  supply  of  labour,  increase  its  wages  for  a  season  so  high  that  the 
northern  manufacturer  would,  unless  protected  by  u  high  tariff",  abandon  his  pursuit,  and  then  so  far  labour  would 
get  no  wages  because  it  could  get  no  employment.  This  new  system  for  disposing  of  the  public  lands  might 
produce  effects  such  as  these,  and  would  I  think  certainly  tend  to  produce  them  ;  but  surely  they  are  not  results 
such  as  a  statesman,  philanthropist,  or  republican  can  contemplate  as  desirable,  and  such  as  he  ought  to  be  wil- 
ling to  aid  in  accomplishing. 

The  common  right  of  all  the  states  to  the  benefit  of  the  public  lands  ns  a  fund  which  is  the  common  pro- 
perty of  the  whole,  can  surely  not  be  respected  by  selling  their  common  property  at  an  inadequate  price:  and 
it  is  not  possible  without  a  solecism  to  pretend  that  a  partial,  unequal  and  unjust  disposition  of  them  is  avoided 
by  selling  them  at  such  inadequate  price,  and  at  ihc  same  time  excluding  the  citizens  of  at  least  two-thirds  of 
all  the  states  altogether  from  the  opportunity  of  purchasing  thrm. 

It  is  wholly  in  conflict  with  my  notions  of  national  policy,  justice  and  right,  for  congress  to  dispose  of  these 
lands  by  any  system  of  laws  which,  while  they  sacrifice  the  property  at  a  price  much  below  its  value,  enhance 
the  growth  and  prosperity  of  one  portion  of  the  slates  at  the  expense  and  to  the  manifest  injury  of  the  resL  I 
cannot  but  regard  such  system  as  being  in  violation  of  the  sacred  trust  under  which  this  property  was  confided 
to  congress,  and  no  better  warranted  by  the  terms  or  spirit  of  the  acts  of  cession  and  the  genius  of  our  confe- 
deracy, than  it  would  be  f  ir  congress  to  cede  the  lands  to  the  states  in  which  they  are  situated,  and  at  once  and 
absolutely  to  recognize  their  exclusive  light  to  the  proper!  •  and  dominion  of  the  public  domain. 

I  have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  state  the  reflections  which  have  occurred  to  my  mind  in  reference  to  the 
opinions  declared  by  the  legislature  of  Maine.  I  submit  them  to  be  judged  and  disposed  of  as  you  may  deem 
most  fit  and  proper. 

A  vacancy  has  occurred  in  the  command  of  the  second  division  of  the  militia  by  the  resignation  of  major 
general  William  Madison,  which  I  communicate  in  order  that  it  may  be  filled.  It  becomes  my  painful  duty  also 
to  inform  you  of  the  death  of  William  Daniel,  a  judge  of  the  general  court,  elected  and  assigned  to  the  eighth 
circuit  and  fourth  district  of  the  superior  courts  of  law  and  chancery.  In  his  death  the  commonwealth  has  lost 
an  able  and  faithful  public  officer,  and  society  one  of  its  most  valuable  members. 

I  transmit  a  communication  from  the  adjutant  general,  accompanied  by  a  return  of  the  militia  for  the  year 
1839,  and  also  lay  before  you  the  report  of  the  visitors  of  "  The  Virginia  Military  Institute, "  lately  organized  at 
the  arsenal  near  the  town  of  Lexington  in  Rockbridge  county  under  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  the  general  as- 
sembly. You  will  be  gratified  to  learn,  as  you  will  do  from  the  report,  that  this  school  has  commenced  under 
the  most  favourable  auspices  as  to  its  future  usefulness,  and  that  nothing  is  wanting  to  carry  out  the  enlightened 
views  of  the  legislature  but  a  small  additional  appropriation. 
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I  transmitted  to  the  general  assembly  at  its  last  session  the  proceedings  of  the  legislature  of  Georgia  in  rela- 
tion to  an  unsuccessful  demand  by  the  executive  of  that  stale  upon  the  governor  of  the  stale  of  Maine  for  the 
surrender  of  certain  persons  charged  with  the  crime  of  secretly  and  feloniously  carrying  away  a  slave  from  the 
state  of  Georgia. 

Uninformed  of  the  particular  grounds  on  which  ihe  demand  was  disregarded  by  the  executive  of 'Maine,  I 
supposed  that  the  authority  of  the  state  of  Georgia  to  make  such  a  demand  was  of  the  most  indisputable  vali- 
dity. I  thought  also  that  the  obligation  of  compliance,  when  all  ihe  preliminary  forms  were  observed,  was 
placed  beyond  controversy  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  Slates.  I  ventured  to  indulge  and  express  the  hope 
and  belief  that  upon  these  general  propositions  there  could  not  be  any  division  of  opinion  anywhere  in  the 
Union,  resting,  as  1  supposed  they  did,  upon  the  plain  terms  and  undeniable  intent  of  the  constitution. 

I  regret  to  have  to  communicate  to  you  that  in  these  confident  expectations  I  find  myself  undeceived  in  a 
mode  and  from  a  quarter  which  dispels  my  confident  belief  that  the  interpretation  of  the  constitution  deemed  by  me 
so  manifest  would  be  acquiesced  in,  and  makes  it  necessary  for  us  to  enquire  whether  any  and  what  means  we 
must  resort  to  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  enjoyment  of  those  rights  and  that  safety  which  the  constitution 
was  supposed  to  furnish.  During  my  absence  from  the  seat  of  government  in  the  summer,  a  demand  was  made 
upon  the  governor  of  New  York  by  the  lieutenant  governor  of  this  commonwealth  for  the  surrender  of  three  per- 
sons charged  by  affidavit  with  having  feloniously  stolen  and  carried  away  fiom  the  stale  of  Virginia  a  negro 
slave,  the  property  of  a  citizen  of  the  borough  of  Norfolk  in  this  state. 

These  men  (being  found  in  the  harbour  of  New  York,  with  the  negro  alleged  to  have  been  stolen  concealed 
in  the  hold  of  the  vessel  in  which  be  was  carried  away  from  the  port  of  Norfolk)  were  arrested  for  the  purpose 
of  awaiting  the  demand  of  the  executive  of  this  stale  for  their  surrender  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  act  of 
congress^  The  demand  was  made,  and  the  governor  of  New  York,  waiving  some  technical  objections  of  form 
which  might  have  been  easily  obviated,  refused  to  comply  with  the  demand  of  the  executive  of  this  state  upon 
the  broad  and  undisguised  denial  of  his  obligation  to  deliver  up  any  person  charged  with  a  felony  or  crime  n 
stealing  a  slave. 

1  send  herewith  the  correspondence  between  the  executive  of  this  state  and  that  of  New  York  upon  the 
subject. 

To  remove  all  possible  doubt  of  the  principles  on  which  the  governor  of  New  York  has  refused  to  perform 
what  I  regard,  with  all  proper  respect  for  his  opinions,  as  a  plain  and  manifest  constitutional  duly,  I  will  quote 
from  his  letters  to  the  lieutenant  governor  so  much  as  is  necessary  to  exhibit  his  conclusions. 

He  says  :  "  Admitting  the  altidavit  to  be  sufficient  in  form  and  substance  to  charge  the  defendants  with  the 
crime  of  stealing  a  negro  slave  from  his  master  in  the  state  of  Virginia  as  defined  by  the  laws  of  that  state,  yet 
in  my  opinion  the  offence  is  not  within  the  meaning  of  ihe  constitution  of  the  United  States." 

The  executive  of  New  York  then  admits  that  the  words  employed  in  the  constitution,  "treason,  felony  or 
other  crime,  " — "  arc  very  comprehensive  ; " — "  that  citizens  of  the  state  on  which  the  requisition  is  made  are  lia- 
ble to  be  surrendered  as  well  as  citizens  of  the  state  making  the  demand  ;  " — "  that  the  executive  upon  whom  the 
demand  is  made  has  no  legal  right  to  refuse  compliance,  if  ihe  offence  charged  is  an  act  of  '  treason,  felony  or 
other  crime,'  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution."  He  then  expresses  ihe  opinion  that  it  is  noi  "competent 
for  any  state  at  its  pleasure  to  declare  an  act  to  be  treason,  felony  or  crime,  so  as  to  bring  it  within  the  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution;"  and  that  "the  provision  applies  only  to  those  acts  which,  if  committed  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  state  in  which  the  person  accused  is  found,  would  be  treasonable,  felonious  or  criminal  by  the 
laws  of  that  state. " 

After  a  train  of  reasoning  in  vindication  of  these  novel  and  extraordinary  positions,  which  I  do  not  mean 
to  notice  farther  than  to  express  the  opinion  that  it  is  wholly  unsatisfactory  and  inconclusive,  the  governor  of 
New  York  proceeds  to  say  "  that  thsre  is  no  law  of  the  state  of  New  York  which  recognizes  slavery — no 
statute  which  admits  that  one  man  can  be  the  property  of  another,  or  that  one  man  can  be  stolen  from  another ; " 
and  that  the  common  law  which  is  in  force  in  New  York  does  not  recognize  slavery,  nor  make  the  act  of  which 
the  parties  are  accused  in  this  case  eilher  felonious  or  criminal.  He  therefore  concludes  "  that  the  offence  is 
not  a  felony,  nor  a  crime  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution  ; "  and  he  refuses  to  surrender  the  persons 
charged. 

I  have  thought  it  proper  thus  succinctly  and  in  his  own  language  to  stale  the  grounds  on  which  the  governor 
of  New  York  has  refused  to  comply  with  the  demand  made  upon  him,  in  order  that  the  general  assembly  may 
clearly  sec  the  whole  extent  of  ihe  startling  and  dangerous  doctrines  broached  by  a  high  functionary  to  whom 
is  enirusted  the  execution  of  one  of  the  most  salutary  and  conservative  provisions  of  the  constitution.  The 
construction  he  has  put  upon  the  clause  of  the  constitution  containing  ibifl  provision  is  one  that  cannot  be  acqui- 
esced in  or  submitted  to.  If  persisted  in  and  acted  upon  by  the  northern  slates,  ii  must  disturb  the  harmony 
and  amicable  relations  heretofore  so  happily  existing  between  the  states  ;  and  if  maintained  by  only  one  single 
slate,  it  must  make  that  slate  a  refuge  Ibr all  the  felons  and  criminals  who  flee  from  justice  in  any  of  the  southern 
slates,  after  commilting  there  crimes  the  most  deslructive  lo  their  properly,  the  most  dangerous  to  their  safety, 
and  the  most  odious  to  their  laws.    If  the  governor  of  New  York  is  right,  he  is  bound  not  only  lo  protect  those 
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who  steal  our  slaves,  but  those  who  incite  and  assist  them  to  abscond  from  their  masters — those  who  by  sedi- 
tious speeches  and  writings  stir  them  up  to  make  rebellion  or  insurrection,  or  persuade  them  that  they  are  ille- 
gally held  in  bondage,  and  may  lawfully  resort  to  all  means  necessary  to  rid  themselves  of  its  yoke. 

Under  the  sanction  of  this  new  reading  of  the  constitution,  the  incendiary  abolitionists  may  send  their  mis- 
sionaries and  emissaries  into  the  southern  states,  secure  of  protection  and  immunity  if  they  can  escape  detec- 
tion until  they  reach  some  state  whose  laws  do  not  recognize  slavery. 

Such  an  interpretation  of  the  constitution  is  incompatible  with  the  rights,  and  destructive  of  the  safety  of 
all  the  states  holding  slaves.  None  of  the  fanatic  doctrines  or  disorganizing  practices  of  the  abolitionists  are  so 
well  calculated  to  endanger  the  security  of  our  property  or  to  jeopardize  the  tranquillity  nnd  hazard  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Union.  It  is  impossible  that  the  Union  can  continue  long,  if  the  opinion  should  be  generally  adopted 
by  the  states  where  there  are  no  slaves,  that  our  laws  recognizing  the  existence  of  slavery  and  of  properly  in 
slaves  are  not  to  be  regarded  in  executing  the  provision  of  the  constitution  for  the  surrender  of  fugitives  from 
justice. 

If  any  confirmation  were  wanting  of  the  proper  interpretation  of  the  constitution  on  this  subject,  it  would 
be  abundantly  found  in  a  reference  to  the  known  condition  of  the  states  of  the  Union  in  regard  to  the  institution 
of  slavery,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution. 

In  more  than  one  half  certainly,  and  perhaps  in  nearly  all  the  states  at  that  time,  and  in  the  state  of  New 
York  itself,  the  institution  of  slavery  existed.  The  right  of  property  in  slaves  was  known  by  all  to  exist ;  and 
there  is  no  question,  in  all  the  slaveholding  states  there  were  statutes  punishing  any  interference  with  that  recog- 
nized right  of  property,  or  with  the  master's  authority  and  control  over  his  slaves,  full  as  severely  as  our  laws 
now  do.  In  this  state,  as  early  as  1753,  our  laws  made  the  stealing  a  slave  a  capital  felony.  The  parlies  to 
the  constitutional  compact  entered  into  the  Union  with  full  knowledge  of  each  other's  domestic  institutions  in 
this  respect,  and  formed  this  close  and  intimate  union  and  made  provision  for  iheir  mutual  security  and  protec- 
tion in  reference  to  these  known  existing  institutions.  When,  therefore,  in  the  same  article  and  same  section  of 
the  constitution,  it  was  provided  that  fugitives  from  justice,  and  fugitive  slaves  should  be  delivered  up,  it  is  little 
less  than  absurd  to  suppose  that  while  the  slave  was  to  be  delivered  up,  the  criminal  who  aided  him  to  abscond 
was  to  be  protected  from  punishment,  and  that  although  the  felon  who  stole  a  yard  of  broadcloth  might  be  de- 
manded, and  there  was  no  legal  right  to  refuse  to  surrender  him,  the  felon  who  should  steal  or  feloniously  convey 
away  a  negro  slave,  was  to  be  protected  by  any  state  in  the  Union  into  which  he  might  rice. 

I  feel  that  I  owe  you  an  apology  for  addressing  any  thing  in  the  way  of  argument  to  you  for  the  purpose  of 
exposing  the  unsoundness  and  fallacy  of  the  construction  assumed  and  acted  on  by  the  governor  of  New  York. 

It  is  very  much  to  be  deplored  that  when  ihe  excitement  of  the  public  mind  in  the  south,  justly  caused  by 
the  unwarrantable  assaults  upon  our  institutions  and  our  rights  by  organized  societies  in  the  states  having  no 
slaves  wus  beginning  to  subside,  the  executive  of  so  powerful  and  "influential  a  stale  as  New  York  should  have 
adopted  a  construction  of  the  constitution  which  has  induced  him  to  disregard  one  of  its  imperative  requisitions 
upon  grounds  so  well  calculated  to  inspire  the  infatuated  abolitionists  with  new  hopes  and  fresh  zeal  in  their  un- 
holy crusade  against  our  property  and  our  peace,  and  at  the  same  time  to  assure  them  of  immunity  and  protec- 
tion from  responsibility  for  the  violation  of  our  laws. 

Cut  this  question  lias  been  raised  in  a  practical  form  between  this  state  and  New  York,  and  between  Georgia 
and  Maine.  And  it  behoves  us  to  meet  it  at  once  and  to  insist  upon  our  rights  at  every  hazard.  It  is  the  duty 
of  congress  to  remove  any  ambiguity,  if  there  be  any,  in  the  laws  made  to  carry  into  t  iled  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution  lor  the  surrender  of  fugitives;  and  if  there  he  no  defect  or  ambiguity  in  those  laws,  to  provide  for 
the  prompt  and  faithful  execution  of  them  by  confiding  the  execution  to  those  whose  interpretation  of  their  duty 
is  consistent  with  our  rights  and  the  behests  of  the  constitution.  If  redress  for  these  wrongs  and  security  against 
their  repetition  cannot  be  procured  in  either  of  those  modes,  it  will  behove  the  general  assembly  to  consider 
whether  their  own  legislative  power  will  not  furnish  means  of  securing  the  state  against  such  flagrant  invasion 
of  their  rights,  without  infriiismg  the  restrictive  provisions  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  Stales.  If  there  be 
no  such  means  compatible  with  their  obligations  to  the  Union,  it  may  ultimately  become  our  imjteratiee  and  tolemn 
duty  "  to  appeal  from  the  cancelled  obligations  of  the  compact,  to  original  rights  and  the  law  of  self  preser- 
vation." 

In  closing  this  my  last  annual  message,  I  tender  to  the  general  assembly,  and  through  them  to  the  people 
of  the  commonwealth,  my  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  indulgent  manner  in  which  all  my  public  acts 
have  been  received  ;  nnd  to  their  judgment  on  them,  whatever  it  may  be,  I  submit  with  cheerfulness,  feeling  the 
assurance  in  my  own  breast  that  in  whatever  1  have  done,  my  aim  has  been  to  uphold  the  rights  and  promote 
the  interest  of  our  common  country. 

DAVID  CAMPBELL. 

Executive  Department,  December  2,  1S39. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  communication  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  tho  usual  number  of  copies 
were  ordered  to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  1.] 
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The  speaker  submitted  a  communication  from  James  E.  Heath,  the  auditor  of  public  accounts,  trans- 
mitting his  annual  report  on  the  finances  of  the  commonwealth  ;  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson  was  laid  upon 
the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  2.] 

The  speaker  also  submitted  a  communication  from  Lawson  Burfoot,  the  treasurer,  transmitting  his  report 
on  the  state  of  the  treasury ;  which  ou  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
[Doc.  No.  3.] 

The  sneaker  also  submitted  a  communication  from  Jambs  Brown,  jr.,  the  second  auditor,  containing  the 
accounts  of  the  literary  fund  for  the  year  ending  30th  September  last,  und  the  usual  documents  in  relation  to  the 
transactions  of  the  school  commissioners  of  the  state  during  the  year  ending;  30lh  September  1838;  which  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilson  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  4.] 

The  speaker  submitted  the  following  letter  from  the  clerk  of  the  bouse ;  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Doiiman 
was  laid  upon  the  table: 

CLERK'S  OFFICE,  December  2,  1839. 

Sir, — By  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  passed  on  the  eighth  day  of  April  last,  the  sum  of  $  2500  was  ap- 
propriated out  of  the  public  treasury  for  the  purpose  of  altering  and  improving  the  hall  of  the  house  of  dele- 
gates upon  the  plan  submitted  by  Joseph  Boyd,  jr.  The  clerk  of  the  house  of  delegates  was  directed  to  let 
out  the  work  by  contract,  to  superintend  the  same,  and  to  draw  upon  the  treasurer  from  time  to  time  during  the 
progress  of  the  work  for  such  portions  of  the  sum  appropriated  as  were  necessary  for  its  completion.  By  a  re- 
solution of  the  house  of  delegates  on  the  9th  of  the  same  month,  the  clerk  was  directed  to  dispense  with  the 
rooms  in  the  northwestern  end  of  the  hull,  as  provided  for  in  the  said  plan,  and  to  make  such  other  alterations  as 
he  might  deem  expedient.  Under  this  authority  many  alterations  have  been  made.  It  was  found  that  the  num- 
ber of  seats  necessary  to  accommodate  the  house  could  not  be  obtained  by  the  plan,  and  it  was  varied  so  as  to 
accomplish  that  object,  though  from  the  contracted  width  of  the  room,  it  was  impossible  to  give  to  each  6eat  the 
space  which  would  have  been  proper,  unless  some  of  the  desks  had  been  placed  under  the  galleries,  which  it 
was  deemed  advisable  to  avoid. 

The  act  requiring  the  repairs  made  no  provision  relative  to  the  fixtures  then  in  the  room.  To  supply  this 
omission,  such  portions  of  the  old  fixtures  and  furniture  as  could  not  be  used,  were  directed  to  be  sold  at  public 
auction  for  the  benefit  of  the  commonwealth. 

The  plan  referred  to  in  the  act,  and  the  estimate  of  the  expense  of  the  repairs  made  in  accordance  with  that 
plan  and  adopted  by  the  committee,  did  not  include  the  cost  of  chairs,  and  the  act  itself  made  no  provision  for 
their  purchase.  As,  however,  these  were  necessary,  the  work  was  advertised  to  be  let  out  by  contract,  and  in 
the  specifications  of  the  improvements  a  set  of  chairs  were  required  to  be  furnished.  Several  of  the  principal 
mechanics  in  the  city  examined  the  work,  but  being  convinced  that  it  could  not  be  done  for  the  amount  appro- 
priated, refused  to  undertake  it.  Mr.  Anderson  Barret,  however,  agreed  to  do  all  the  work  specified  for  $  2450, 
and  to  furnish  the  requisite  number  of  plain  Windsor  chairs.  The  contract  was  accordingly  made  with  him, 
and  it  is  but  justice  to  say  it  has  been  executed  fully  according  to  bis  undertaking. 

Feeling  satisfied  that  the  chairs  thus  contracted  for  weie  not  such  as  were  suitable,  the  right  was  reserved 
in  the  contract  to  dispense  with  them,  if  it  was  deemed  proper,  and  to  deduct  their  value.  Acquainting  the  go- 
vernor with  what  1  had  done  and  with  my  views  on  the  subject,  I  was  authorized  by  him  to  procure  suitable 
chairs,  and  was  informed  that  the  necessary  expense  would  be  defrayed  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  after  de- 
ducting the  sum  raised  from  the  sales  of  furniture. 

In  compliance  with  this  authority,  a  contract  was  entered  into  with  Mr.  Henry  Exall  to  furnish  the  chairs 
now  in  the  ball,  and  he  has  warranted  them  to  stand  in  proper  order,  with  ordinary  care,  until  the  expiration  of 
the  present  session  of  the  general  assembly  ;  and  if  they  shall  require  repairs  from  defect  in  the  work  or  mate- 
rials, be  is  bound  to  repair  them  free  of  cost.  To  ensure  the  performance  of  this  covenant,  a  part  of  the  sum 
agreed  to  be  paid  is  reserved  till  the  close  of  your  session. 

The  sum  reserved  from  Mr.  Barret's  contract,  and  the  amount  received  for  the  sales  of  fixtures  and  furni- 
ture in  the  room,  has  been  appropriated  to  the  payment  for  these  chairs,  and  the  residue  of  their  cost  has  been 
paid  to  Mr.  Exall  by  the  order  of  the  executive  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  except  the  amount  reserved  to  se- 
cure their  repair  as  before  stated. 

The  whole  work  contemplated  by  the  act  has  been  executed  for  8  2448  60  ;  and  the  sum  raised  by  sales 
of  furniture,  &c.,  and  a  part  of  the  appropriation  has  been  expended  in  the  purchase  of  the  chairs,  aud  there  re- 
mains undrawn  from  the  treasury  the  sum  of  eighteen  cents. 

A  portion  of  the  public  money  having  passed  through  my  hands,  it  is  proper  that  a  fair  account  should  be 
rendered  :  I  hope,  therefore,  that  a  committee  may  be  appointed  to  examine  and  settle  my  accounts. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

GEOKGE  W.  MUNFORD,  C.  H.  D. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Mat,  Jletoleed,  That  the  hour  of  meeting  in  future  shall  be  twelve  o'clock  until  other- 
wise ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May,  the  bouse  adjourned  accordingly. 
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TUESDAY,  December  3,  1839. 

The  speaker,  in  obedience  lo  the  rules  of  the  house,  announced  the  following  as  the  standing  commit- 
tees, viz : 

A  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections — Messrs.  Southall,  Stephenson,  Fitzgerald,  Tayloe  of  King  George, 
Chapman,  Butts,  Hale  of  Franklin,  Wood  and  Banks. 

A  Committee  for  Courts  of  Justice — Messrs.  May,  Southall,  Bnyly,  Jackson  of  Wood,  Hodges,  Scott  of  Fau- 
quier, Ratclifle,  Byrd,  Gregory,  Lee,  Worihington,  Chapman  and  Hunter. 

A  Committee  of  Schools  and  Colleges — Messrs.  Goodc,  Bayly,  Venablc,  Leyhurn,  M'Connell,  Robertson, 
Walker,  Gregory,  Kenned}',  Meredith,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Ewing  and  Armstrong. 

A  Committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances — Messrs.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Thornburg,  Ramey,  Cabell, 
Taylor  of  Halifax,  Haskins,  M'Rac,  Lipscomb,  Fontaine,  Payne,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Hamlett,  and 
Wade  of  Montgomery. 

A  Committee  of  Claims — Messrs.  Stephenson,  Roberts,  Massie,  Michaux,  Hiner,  Alderson,  Shipman,  Han- 
nah, Powell,  Carpenter,  Heath,  Keen  and  Powell. 

A  Committee  of  Roads  and  Internal  Navigation — Messrs.  Crutclifield,  Beard,  Tolcr,  Reynolds,  Watts,  Smith 
of  Rockingham,  Lawson,  Seymour,  Goodson,  Robertson,  Byrd,  Tunstall  and  Evans. 

A  Committee  on  the  Militia  Laws — Messrs.  Waits,  Conn,  Flood,  Whitworth,  Etheridge,  M'Cue  and  Waldcn. 

A  Committee  of  Finance — Messrs.  Dorman,  Venable,  Broadus,  Gibson,  Stephenson,  Erskine,  Clarke  of  Ha- 
lifax, Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  and  Hodges. 

A  Committee  to  examine  the  Penitentiary — Messrs.  Cox,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Burwcll  of  Clarke  and  Warren, 
Stanger,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Orgain  and  Hud  nail. 

A.  Committee  to  examine  the  Public  Armory — Messrs.  Hunter,  Cropper,  Smith  of  Russell,  Sturm,  Fox,  White, 
Tayloe  of  Richmond  and  Lancaster,  Tallman,  Craflbrd,  M'Millan,  Staples,  Griever,  and  Myers  of  Morgan. 

A  Committee  to  examine  the  Executive  Expenditures  for  the  current  year — Messrs.  Robertson,  Stuart,  Smith 
of  Gloucester,  Ridley,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Wright,  and  Clarke  of  Surry. 

A  Committee  to  examine  the  First  Auditor's  Office — Messrs.  Fitzgerald,  Armstrong,  Coleman,  Meredith, 
Snydor,  Hiden  and  Quillen. 

A  Committee  to  examine  the  Second  Auditor's  Office — Messrs.  Beard,  Baskervillc,  Mitchell,  Spoils,  Filzhugh, 
King,  and  Allen  of  Hampshire. 

A  Committee  to  examine  the  Clerk's  Office — Messrs.  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Smith  of  Mason  and 
Jackson,  Clayton,  Prince,  Guerranl,  Scott  of  Marshall,  and  Aleshirc. 

A  Committee  to  examine  the  Register's  Office — Messrs.  Jackson  of  Wood,  Butts,  Lockridge,  Baker,  Carroll  of 
Grayson,  Sianger  and  Bare. 

A  Committee  to  examine  the  Treasurer's  Accounts — Messrs.  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Allyn  of  iNorfolk  Borough, 
Clarke  of  Halifax,  Cropper,  M'Rac,  Hale  of  Franklin,  and  Cardwell. 

A  Committee  to  examine  the  Bonds  of  Public  Officers— Messrs.  Seymour,  Marshall,  Roane,  Worthington,  Lcc, 
Broadus  anil  Baskerville. 

A  Committee  to  act  jointly  trith  a  Committee  from  the  Senate  to  examine  the  Public  Library — Messrs.  Tunstall, 
Corbin,  Dorman,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Massie,  Ratclifle  and  Ridley. 

.4  Committee  of  Agriculture  and  Manufactures — Messrs.  Wilson,  M'Connell,  Harrison,  Marshall,  Yerby,  Ken- 
nedy, Fox,  Haskins,  Gibson,  Cabell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  and  Erskine. 

A  Committee  to  examine  the  Enrolled  Bills — Messrs.  Cardwell,  Wood,  Reynolds,  Mitchell,  Conn,  Yerby  and 
Coleman. 

A  Committee  to  examine  thr  Lunatic  Asylums  of  the  Commonxcealth — Messrs.  Leyburn,  Stuart,  Gregory,  Baker, 
Harrison,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  Borough,  Roane,  Alderson,  Tayloe  of  Richmond  and  Lancaster,  and  Whitworth. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfield,  Resolved,  That  Huoii  N.  Pendleton  be  appointed  clerk  lo  the  committees 
of  roads  and  internal  navigation,  and  of  schools  and  colleges. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sovthall,  Resolved,  That.  Fabils  Lawson  be  appointed  clerk  to  the  committees  of  privi- 
leges and  elections,  and  of  claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Resolved,  That  Thomas  Vaxxerson  be  appointed  clerk  to  the 
committees  ol  propositions  and  grievances,  and  of  finance. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  Resolved,  That  John  N.  Sorrell  be  appointed  clerk  of  the  committees  of  agri- 
culture and  manufactures,  and  on  the  militia  laws. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May,  Resolved,  That  Philip  S.  Fry  be  appointed  clerk  to  the  committee  for  courts  of 
justice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood,  the  house  proceeded  to  the  election  of  two  doorkeepers.  He  nomi- 
nated Robert  Bradley  and  William  Chambers;  Mr.  Corbin  nominated  Hamilton  Dabney ;  Mr.  Butts  nominated 
Drewry  Mathcivs;  Mr.  Robertson  nominaled  William  S.  Jeter ;  Mr.  Fontaine  nominated  Ammon  Johnson ;  Mr. 
Coleman  nominated  William  Brown;  and  Mr.  Broadus  nominated  William  G.  Alien. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman,  the  rule  of  the  house  requiring  but  one  vacancy  to  be  filled  at  the  same  time 
was  suspended. 

The  clerk  called  the  members,  and  the  vote  was, 

For  Robert  Bradley — Messrs.  Bayly,  Cropper,  Sou t hall,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cuc,  Sluart,  Lockridge, 
Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith, 
Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Cnrbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Wilson,  Whitworih, 
Powell,  Marshall,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Ha- 
lifax, Clarke  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  While,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Hac,  Harntelt,  Smith 
of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lan- 
caster and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Harney,  Harrison,  Orgain,  Scolt  of  Marshall,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and 
Middlesex,  Baskcrvillc,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Ycrby,  Hud- 
nall,  M'Connell,  Aleshire,  Staples,  Hiner,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Carroll,  Vcnahle,  1'oberts,  Heath, 
Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Bare,  Conn,  Ridley, 
Crulchfield,  Fitzhugb,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spoils,  Stephenson,  Walker,  Jac  kson  of  Wood,  and  Slanger. — 103. 

For  William  Chambers — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Soulball,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell, 
M'Cuc,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Brax- 
ton and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thomburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Cardwcll,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and 
Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworih,  Powell,  Marshall,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale,  Baker,  Byrd,  King, 
Carroll,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clarke  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Sevmour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae, 
Hamlctt,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George, 
Tayloe  of  Lnncaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Orgain,  Banks,  Scott  of  Marshall,  Taylor  of 
Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Baskcrvillc,  Clayton,  Evans,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges, 
Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  Hudnall,  M'Connell,  Aleshire,  Staples,  Hiner,  May, 
Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Carroll,  Vcnable,  Roberts,  Ratcliffc,  Sturm,  Walilen,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Leyburn, 
Dorman,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Bare,  Conn,  Griever,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Spoils, 
Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walker,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stangcr. — 107. 

For  Hamilton  Dabney — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  M'Millan,  Carroll,  White,  Beard,  Evans,  Massie,  Dor- 
man, Griever,  Crulchfield  and  Goodson. — 11. 

For  William  G.  Allen — Messrs.  Thomburg,  Broadus,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Reynolds,  Lipscomb,  Banks,  Smith 
of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Clayton  and  Walden. — 9. 

For  Drewnj  Matheivs — Messrs.  Meredith,  Butts,  Heath,  Ridley  and  Prince. — 6. 

For  Ammon  Johnson — Messrs.  Roane  and  Fontaine. — 2. 

And  for  William  Brown — Mr.  Clayton  G.  Coleman. — 1. 

Thereupon  Robert  Bradley  and  William  Chambers  were  declared  duly  appointed  doorkeepers. 

Mr.  M'Connell  presented  a  petition  of  Elbert  H.  Caldwell,  complaining  of  lite  undue  election  and  return 
of  John  Scott,  as  the  delegate  from  the  county  of  Marshall ;  which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee 
of  privileges  and  elections. 

Mr.  Watts  presented  a  petition  of  William  E.  Cunningham,  complaining  of  the  undue  election  of  Joseph 
T.  Allyn,  the  delegate  returned  from  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  together  with  sundry  documents  connected  there- 
with;  which  were  ordered  to  be  referred  to  ihc  same  committee. 

Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood,  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Wood,  Lewis  and  Harrison,  for 
the  formation  of  a  new  county  out  of  parts  of  said  counties- 
Mr.  Tayloe  of  King  George,  a  petition  of  A.  B.  Hooe,  praying  the  discontinuance  of  iho  ferry  over  the 
Potomac  river  from  his  land  to  Cedar  point  in  Maryland. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

Mr.  Crutchkield  presenled  a  memorial  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Rappahannock  company, 
asking  further  aid  for  the  completion  of  their  improvement ;  which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee 
of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 

Mr.  May/,  according  to  order,  presented  a  bill  for  the  temporary  relief  of  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth 
[No.  1.],  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  times;  thereupon,  the  following  was  submitted  as  a  substitute 
therefor  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight : 

m  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  may  subject  any  bank  or  banking 
companv  which  has  been  heretofore  incorporated  by  law  and  in  actual  operation  as  a  bank,  to  a  forfeiture  of  its 
charier  for  failing  to  pay  or  redeem  its  notes  or  debts  in  specie,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  suspended  until 
the  last  day  of  ihe  present  session  of  the  general  assembly  :  Provided,  That  the  operations  of  any  such  bank  shall 
be  confined  to  the  renewal,  and  to  the  receiving  of  discounts  and  curtailments  on  the  securities  which  it  now 
holds  ;  and  to  the  discount  of  so  much  business  paper  not  having  more  than  sixty  days  to  run,  as  shall  not  ex- 
ceed fifty  percent,  of  its  receipts  per  week,  from  the  discounts  and  curtailments  aforesaid:  And  provided  also. 
That  such  bank  shall  make  no  dividends  on  its  stocks  unless  nt  least  ten  days  previous  thereto  it  shall  have  bona 
fide  resumed  and  continued  the  payment  of  its  notes  and  debts  in  specie  on  demand. 
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"And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  general  assembly  reserves  to  itself  the  power  of  annulling  or  modifying  the 
charter  of  any  bank  or  banking  company  which  has  been  or  may  be  forfeited  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  any 
act  or  acts  hereby  suspended,  and  of  directing  that  the  funds  and  effects  of  such  bank  shall  be  disposed  of  in  the 
manner  therein  prescribed. 

"  This  act  shall  commence  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  passage  thereof." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  of  Halifax,  the  ayes  and  noes  upon  the  adoption  of  (he  said  substitute  were 
ordered. 

Ayes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Meredith,  Thornburg,  Powell,  Howell,  Baker,  King,  Carroll  of  Gray- 
son, Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clarke  of  Halifax,  Lee,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Lawson,  Lipscomb, 
Taylor  of  Malhcws  and  Middlesex,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Aleshi re,  Carroll 
of  Preston,  Heath,  Ralcliffe,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Bare,  Conn,  Griever,  Ridley,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince  and  Stan- 
ger.— 35. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge, 
Burwell  of  Bed  lord,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Kyle, 
Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whit- 
wonh,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Byrd,  Butts,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Sey- 
mour, Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Gregory,  Worthiugton,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tay- 
loe of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Orgain,  Banks,  Scott,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson, 
Baskerville,  Evans,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Massie,  Allvn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Elheridge,  Yerby, 
M'Connell,  Staples,  Hiner,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Venable,  Roberts,  Waldcn,  Robertson,  Leyburn, 
Dorman,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipmau,  Crulchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walker,  and 
Jackson  of  Wood. — S6. 

The  said  bill  was  then  amended  ou  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Lie  of  Wight,  and  as  amended  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  speaker  submitted  a  communication  from  John  Brockbnbrocoh,  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia, assigning  the  reasons  for  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  said  bank ;  which  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Ratcliffe  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.    [Doc'  No.  6.] 

The  speaker  submitted  a  communication  from  the  auditor  of  public  accounts,  transmitting  a  report  and  a 
partial  revision  of  the  revenue  laws ;  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ratcliffe  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered 
to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  6.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Venable,  Itesolced,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  into  the  propriety  of  ma- 
king some  alterations  in  this  hall,  with  a  view  to  promote  the  convenience  of  members,  and  that  said  committee 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.  Committee — Messrs.  Venable,  Dorman,  Robertson,  Cardwell,  Gregory 
and  Crulchfield. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clarke  of  Surry,  the  house  then  adjourned. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  4,  1839. 

The  speaker  submitted  a  communication  from  the  governor  transmitting  statements  shewing  the  condition 
of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley  on  the  18lh  of  October  and  23d  of  November  last,  and  a  quarterly  statement  of  the 
condition  of  the  Exchange  bank  on  the  1st  day  of  October  last;  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman  was  laid 
upon  the  tabic  and  ordered  to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  7.] 

The  speaker  submitted  the  following  letter  from  the  second  auditor,  which  was  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Dorman  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table : 

SECOND  AUDITOR'S  OFFICE,  3rd  December,  1839. 
Sir, — I  am  instructed  by  the  Board  of  public  works  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  house  of  delegates 
that  the  24lh  annual  report  of  the  board,  and  the  second  auditor's  report  of  the  accounts  of  the  Fund  for  internal 
improvement  for  the  last  fiscal  year  have  been  prepared,  and  300  copies  of  the  same  printed  and  deposited  in 
this  office  in  conformity  to  a  resolution  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  19lh  March  last,  and  that  the  requisite 
number  of  copies  has  been  delivered  to  the  proper  officers  of  the  house  for  distribution  amongst  its  members. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Jr.,  Second  Auditor. 

To  the  honourable  the  Sj*aker  of  the  Houte  of  Delegates. 

The  speaker  also  submitted  a  letter  from  tho  clerk  of  the  honsc,  transmitting  an  abstract  from  the  reports  of 
the  clerks  of  the  court  of  appeals  and  of  the  circuit  superior  courts  of  law  and  chancery,  exhibiting  the  actual 
state  of  the  suits  instituted  within  their  respective  courts,  and  the  number  of  days  the  courts  were  in  session 
during  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  August  last ;  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  May  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  S.] 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Gregory,  Rcsolced,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire 
into  the  propriety  of  fixing  by  law  the  amount  to  be  taxed  in  the  bill  of  cost  as  the  attorney's  fee  for  motions  on 
forthcoming  bonds,  and  that  said  committee  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Rcsolced,  That  the  same  committee  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  an  act,  entitled,  "an act  to 
prevent  killing  of  deer  within  certain  periods,"  passed  March  3d,  1S31,  and  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Watts,  Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  court  of  Norfolk 
county  to  run  the  public  ferries  in  charge  of  said  court  over  the  Elizabeth  river  and  its  branches  by  an  agent, 
and  to  borrow  a  limited  sum  of  money  for  that  purpose,  and  that  Messrs.  Watts,  Elhcridgc,  Hodges,  Allyn  of 
Norfolk  borough,  Roberts,  Harrison  and  Ridley  bring  in  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfibld  the  letter  of  the  clerk  of  the  house  presented  on  the  first  day  of  the  ses- 
sion relative  to  the  repairs  in  the  hall,  was  taken  up,  and  together  with  the  accounts  therein  mentioned,  ordered 
to  be  referred  to  the  committee  raised  on  yesterday  relative  to  other  alterations  in  the  hall,  and  said  committee 
were  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  propriety  of  allowing  some  compensation  to  the  clerk  for  his  superintendence 
of  the  said  repairs. 

Mr.  Lee  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Harrison,  Wood,  Lewis  and  Tyler,  for  the  for- 
mation of  a  new  county  out  of  parts  of  said  counties,  together  with  sundry  documents  upon  the  same  subjecL 

Also  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Harrison  for  the  establishment  of  a  separate  election  in  said 
county. 

Mr.  M'Connkli.  a  petition  from  J.  M'Muny  and  others  asking  for  the  incorporation  of  the  town  of  Triadelphia. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

Mr.  Southall  presented  a  petition  of  the  agriculturalsociety  of  Albemarle  for  the  establishment  of  a  board 
of  agriculture  for  the  commonwealth,  which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  agriculture  and 
manufactures. 

Mr.  M'Co.NNELr,  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  trustees  of  the  West  Liberty  academy  asking  for  a  loan 
to  that  institution,  which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges. 

.Mr.  Stephenson  presented  a  petition  of  Thomas  Prickett  praying  to  be  divorced  from  his  wife. 
Mr.  Vknable  a  petition  of  Jeunetla  P.  Allen  praying  to  be  divorced  from  her  husband. 
Mr.  Ridley  a  petition  of  Asahel  Joyner  asking  to  be  divorced  from  his  wife. 

Mr.  Scott  of  Fauquier  a  petition  of  the  Fauquier  and  Alexandria  turnpike  company  praying  that  the  ope- 
ration of  the  act  of  1S34  on  the  subject  of  lotteries  may  bo  suspended  so  far  as  it  restrains  the  company  from 
drawing  the  lottery  granted  them  by  an  act  of  assembly  passed  in  1829. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Burwell,  of  Clarke  and  IVarren  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Frederick  and 
Clarke  asking  the  extension  of  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road  from  the  eastern  termination  of  said  road  to  tho 
town  of  Rerryville,  which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 

Mr.  Lee  presented  a  petition  of  Squier  Say  re  asking  compensation  for  the  loss  sustained  by  him  by  the 
destruction  of  his  mill  and  other  property  on  Middle  Island  creek  in  the  county  of  Harrison,  occasioned  by  the 
bridge  across  said  creek  attached  to  the  .Northwestern  turnpike  having  been  swept  by  a  freshet  against  said  mill ; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

No.  1.  An  engrossed  bill  for  the  temporary  relief  of  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth  was  taken  up  and 
read  a  third  time;  thereupon  a  clause  by  way  of  ryder  thereto  was  submitted  by  Mr.  May,  which  being  twice 
read  was  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  H'igftt,  and  as  amended  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  question  being  upon  the  passage  of  the  said  bill  and  ryder,  the  aves  and  noes  were  ordered  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight. 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lnckridge, 
Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith, 
Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitwortb, 
Roane,  Marshall,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Aldersou,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Byrd,  Butts,  Gibson,  Allen 
of  Hampshire,  White,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hauilett,  Worthinglon,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tnyloe  of  King  George, 
Tnyloc  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Rnmey,  Harrison,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Baskcr- 
ville,  Clayton,  Evans,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Massic,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerbv,  M'Connell, 
Staples,  Hiner,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Roberts,  Heath,  Walden,  Robert- 
son, Leyburn,  Dorinan.  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood. — S-3. 

Noes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Thornburg,  Coleman,  Cox,  Powell,  Howell,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson, 
Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Wright,  Fontaine, 
Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Scott  of  Marshall,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Mont- 
gomery and  Pulaski,  Hudnnll,  Hiden,  Alcshire,  Ratclifle,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman, 
Quillen,  Bare,  Conn,  Griever,  Ridley,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince  and  Stanger. — 40. 

Rssolced,  That  the  bill  with  the"  ryder  do  pass,  and  that  the  title  be  "  an  act  for  the  temporary  relief  of  the 
banks  of  this  commonwealth." 
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Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  bill  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  Resolved,  That  the  commiltee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures  be  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  incorporating  the  Dutoy  and  Powhatan  coal  companies,  and  that  they  have  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  committee  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  incorporating  the  Ligon 
coal  mining  company,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hunter  the  rule  of  the  house  limiting  the  number  of  the  committee  of  roads  and  inter- 
nal navigation  was  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  adding  one  member  to  said  committee. 

The  speaker  deferred  announcing  the  said  member  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Chapman  submitted  the  following  resolution:  Resolved,  That  this  house,  by  joint  vote  with  the  senate, 
•will  proceed  on  Monday  next  to  the  election  of  a  senator  of  the  United  Slates,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  service  of  William  ('.  Rives,  esq. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ckutchfield  the  same  was  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ktheridge,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  militia  be  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  changing  the  place  of  training  of  the  officers  of  the  95th  regiment  of  Virgiuia  militia,  and 
that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On'motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  Resolved,  That  this  house  will  on  to-morrow  proceed  by  joint  vote  with  the 
senate  to  the  election  of  a  public  printer. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Clayton  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  was  laid 
upon  the  table  t 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  tho  expediency 
of  forming  a  new  county  out  of  parts  of  the  counties  of  Monongalia  and  Harrison  according  to  the  metes  and 
bounds  designated  in  a  document  accompanying  the  application  made  to  the  general  assembly,  and  ou  Glc  in 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  this  house,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  May  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson  was  ordered  to  be  laid 
upon  the  tablet 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be  instructed  not  to  report  any  bill  or  reso- 
lution which  shall  have  for  its  object  to  pledge  the  commonwealth  or  board  of  public  works  to  subscribe  for  new 
stock  in  any  incorporated  company,  or  to  enter  into  any  new  engagement  which  shall  require  the  borrowing  of 
money  on  the  credit  of  the  state. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dokman,  Resolved,  That  George  W.  Munford,  esq.  employ,  for  the  service  of  the  house 
of  delegates,  two  boys,  whose  compensation  shall  not  exceed  two  dollars  per  day  each,  whilst  in  the  actual  ser- 
vice of  the  house. 

Mr.  ( i  KEooiiY  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bayly  was  ordered  to  be  laid 
upon  the  table : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  privileges  and  elections  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of 
changing  the  time  of  holding  the  election  for  members  of  the  state  legislature  and  of  congress  in  the  counties 
of  James  City  and  York  and  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  so  as  to  permit  the  elections  in  those  two  counties  and 
city  to  be  holden  on  the  respective  court  days  in  the  month  of  April,  instead  of  the  time  now  prescribed  by  law, 
and  that  said  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfield,  R/sulved,  That  the  committee  raised  ou  yesterday  to  enquire  into  the  pro- 
priety of  making  alterations  in  the  hall  be  instructed  to  authorize  the  clerk  of  the  house  to  cause  to  be  made 
such  alterations  us  they  may  deem  expedient. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  Resolved,  That  the  commiltee  of  agriculture  and  manufactures  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  charier  of  the  Belle  Isle  manufacturing  company  as  to  authorize  an  increase 
of  the  number  of  the  directors  of  that  company. 

Resolved,  That  the  commiltee  on  the  militia  laws  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  grenadier 
company  in  the  city  of  Richmond. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Rcsohtd,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  time  for  receiving  subscriptions  for  the  capital  stock 
of  the  Falmouth  and  Alexandria  rail-road  company,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Robertson  presented  a  petition  of  the  president,  directors  and  company  of  the  Richmond,  Fredericks- 
burg and  Potomac  rail-road  company,  praying  some  amendment  of  the  act  of  April  6,  1839,  and  certain  modi- 
fications of  their  charter. 

Mr.  Ramey  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Loudoun  praying  the  passage  of  a  special  road  law  for 
said  county. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  commiltee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 

Mr.  Robertson  presented  a  petition  of  the  Dover  coal  mining  company,  praying  authority  to  engage  in  the 
manufacture  of  iron,  and  also  an  increase  of  their  capital  stock,  which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  agriculture  on  I  manufactures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Venabll  tho  house  ;hen  adjourned. 
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THURSDAY,  December  6,  1S39. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gibson  be  added  to  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 
A  message  from  the  senate  by  Mr.  Peyton  : 

Mr.  Speaker, — The  senate  agree  to  the  resolution  for  proceeding  on  this  day  to  the  election  of  a  public 
printer. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson  the  house  proceeded  to  execute  the  joint  order  of  the  day ;  thereupon  he 
nominated  Samuel  Shepherd,  and  the  senate  being  informed  thereof  by  him,  and  no  person  being  added  to 
the  nomination  in  that  house,  the  names  of  the  members  were  called  and  the  vote  was, 

For  Mr.  Shepherd — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue, 
Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  • 
Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Kox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of 
Clarke  and  Warren,  Brbadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Bonne,  Powell,  Marshall,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale, 
King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Bulls,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White, 
Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Worthingion,  Reynolds,  Wright, 
Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Har- 
rison, Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Scolt  of  Marshall,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Smith  of  Mason  and 
Jackson,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan, 
Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Ethcridge,  Yerby,  Hudnail,  M'Connell,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  May,  Keen, 
Tallman,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Veuable,  Roberts,  Heath,  RatclifFe,  Sturm,  Walden,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Leyburn, 
Dorman,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillcn,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Crutchfield, 
Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spoils,  Stepheusou,  Goodson,  Walker,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stangcr. — 118. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Robertson,  Walts,  Carpenlcr,  Hannah,  Lipscomb  and  Ridley  be  a  committee  to  act 
jointly  with  a  committee  from  the  senate  to  ascertain  the  joint  vote. 

Mr.  Robertson  reported  that  ihe  joint  vote  was  for  Samuel  Shepherd  142,  scattering  1 ;  thereupon  Sa- 
muel Shepherd  waj  declared  duly  elected  public  printer. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  lunatic  hospitals  be  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  number  of  cells,  or  otherwise  enlarging  the  lunatic  hospitals  of  this 
commonwealth,  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scott  of  Marshall,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  be  in- 
structed to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing  an  act  authorizing  Thomas  and  Kphraim  Pollock  to  establish 
a  ferry  across  the  Ohio  river  about  four  miles  below  the  mouth  of  Fish  creek,  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Scott  of  Marshall,  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Marshall  in  favour  of  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  said  ferry;  which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Worthington,  Resolved,  That  ihe  commiltee  for  courts  of  justice  enquire  into  the  neces- 
sity of  a  further  provision  by  law  for  the  punishment  of  free  persons  charged  with  poisoning,  or  with  an  attempt 
to  poison. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gibson,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  enquire  into  the  expediency 
of  repealing  the  20lh  section  of  the  act  passed  the  15th  March  1838,  entitled  "  an  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled 
•an  act  to  amend  and  explain  the  laws  concerning  western  land  tides  and  for  other  purposes.' " 

Mr.  Fontaine  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  King  William  asking  for  the  removal  of 
their  courthouse. 

Mr.  M'Rae  a  petition  of  Abigail  Mayo  praying  an  increase  of  the  tolls  on  her  bridge  across  James  river 
between  Richmond  and  Manchester. 

Mr.  M'Connell  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  city  of  Wheeling  asking  the  passage  of  an  act  to  incorporate 
a  fire  and  marine  insurance  company. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Halifax  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  HftHftx  for  authority  to  establish 
a  volunteer  company  upon  certain  conditions;  which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
militia  laws. 

Also  a  petition  of  William  Drummond  and  Elizabeth  Overby  praying  the  passage  of  an  act  changing  the 
names  of  John  J.  Overby  and  Jonah  Overby  to  John  J.  and  Jonah  Drummond. 

Mr.  Chapman  a  petition  of  the  judge  and  members  of  the  bar  of  the  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and 
chancery  for  the  county  of  Greenbrier  praying  a  change  in  the  time  of  holding  said  court. 

Mr.  Clayton  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Monongalia  praying  that  the  power  heretofore  conferred 
on  the  judges  to  affix  additional  punishment  to  that  inflicted  by  the  jury  in  criminal  cases  may  be  abrogated. 

Mr.  M'Connell  a  petition  of  Virginia  F.  E.  Crawford  praying  lo  be  divorced  from  her  husband. 

Mr.  Byrd  a  petition  of  Richard  K.  Meade  and  others  that  ihe  circuit  court  of  Frederick  county  may  be 
authorized  to  change  the  mode  of  investing  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  certain  estate  of  Cornelia  Hopkins. 
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Also  an  order  of  court  of  the  corporation  of  Winchester  asking  for  the  passage  of  an  act  to  change  the  day 
now  fixed  by  law  for  holding  the  said  court  to  the  first  Thursday  in  every  month. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Watts  presented  a  petition  of  R.  G.  Baylor,  sheriff  of  Norfolk  county,  praying  that  he  may  return  his 
list  of  land  and  lots  delinquent  for  18:39,  at  the  time  of  making  bis  return  for  the  present  year,  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  finance. 

Mr.  Byrd  presented  a  petition  of  Caleb  Tanzey,  contesting  the  election  of  James  Clayton,  one  of  the  re- 
turned members  from  the  county  of  Monongalia,  which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  privi- 
leges and  elections. 

Also  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Frederick  for  the  construction  of  a  road  from  the  town  of  Win- 
chester to  Bath  in  the  county  of  Morgan,  which  was  ordered  to  be  leferred  to  the  committee  of  roads  and  inter- 
nal navigation. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Venable  that  the  house  adopt  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  propriety  of  hold- 
ing the  elections  for  members  of  the  general  assembly  and  members  of  congress  throughout  the  state  on  the 
court  days  in  April  in  each  year. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gregory  the  ayes  and  noes  were  ordered,  and  the  question  upon  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
solution was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Carpenter,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge, 
Burwellof  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Meredith,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Card- 
well,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Aldcrson,  Pnyne,  Hale,  Byrd,  Butts,  While, 
Seymour,  Lee,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George, 
Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Baskervillc,  Goode,  Allyn  of 
Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Ethcridge,  Yerby,  Hiden,  Alcshire,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Venable,  Roberts,  Heath, 
Wal  Jen,  Robertson,  Ley  burn,  Dorman,  Ridley,  Crutchfield,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Stephenson  and  Walker. — 71. 

Noes — Messrs.  Wood,  Hunter,  Hannah.'jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Thornburg,  Cox,  Burwell 
of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Powell,  Howell,  Baker,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax, 
Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Armstrong,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Lnwson,  Banks,  Scott  of 
Marshall,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade 
of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Massie,  Hudnall,  Hiner,  May,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Ralcliffe, 
Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Fitzhugh, 
Spoils,  Goodson,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stanger. — 52. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  bouse  a  communication  from  the  treasurer  relative  to  the  subscriptions  and  pay- 
ments to  the  banks  made  by  him  as  treasurer,  on  behalf  of  the  state,  under  the  acts  of  the  19th  of  March  1839, 
and  the  4th  of  April  1839,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman,  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
[Doc.  No.  9.] 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  communication  from  the  governor  transmitting  a  letter  from  the  presi- 
dent ol  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  covering  a  general  statement  of  the  condition  of  that  bank  on  the  second  instant, 
which  on  moiion  of  Mr.  Hiner,  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. — [Doc.  No.  10.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ratclifke,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire 
into  the  propriety  of  repealing  the  net,  entitled  "an  act  concerning  apprentices  bound  out  by  overseers  of  the 
poor,"  passed  April  Gth,  1S39,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  May  presented  a  petition  of  Lillburn  Pleasants,  praying  the  passage  of  an  uct  to  dischargo  him  from 
confinement  in  the  penitentiary,  which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May,  the  following  was  ordered  to  be  added  to  the  28th  rule  of  the  house : 

"  And  a  committee  on  banks,  consisting  of  not  less  than  seven  nor  more  than  eleven  members." 

A  moiion  was  made  by  Mr.  May  that  the  following  be  added  to  the  12th  rule  : 

"No  member  shall  be  permitted  to  draw  any  mileage  for  returning  home  before  the  adjournment  of  the 
legislature,  unless  he  shall  have  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  the  remainder  of  the  session." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood  that  the  said  proposition  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  the 
question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. — Ayes  22,  noes  97. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight  the  ayes  and  noes  were  ordered  : 

Ayes. — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Lockridge,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Burwell  of  Clarke 
and  Warren,  Ahlerson,  Howell,  Hale,  King,  Seymour,  Ramey,  Chapman,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Walls, 
Etheridge,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Dorman,  Smith  ot  Russell,  Quillen,  Stephenson,  and  Jackson  of  Wood.— 22. 

Noes. — Messrs.  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Sluart.  Burwell  of  Bedford, 
Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Card- 
well,  Cox,  Bmadus,  Wilson,  Whitworlh,  Roane,  Powell,  Marshall,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Payne,  Baker,  Byrd, 
Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax.  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee, 
Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Tay- 
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loe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Harrison,  Lipscomb, 
Orgain,  Banks,  Scott  of  Marshall,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Busker- 
ville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Massic,  Yerby,  Hudnall,  Hiden, 
Aleshire,  Hiner,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Heath,  Ratclitfc,  Sturm,  Walden, 
Snyder,  Leyburn,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Conn,  Gricver,  Ridley,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhughr  Clarke  of 
Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Goodson,  Walker  and  Stanger. — 97. 
The  proposition  to  amend  the  rule  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  Watts  according  to  order  presented  a  bill  to  authorize  the  court  of  Norfolk  county  to  run  the  ferries  of 
said  county  by  an  agent,  which  was  received  and  laid  upon  the  table. — [No.  2.] 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  of  Halifax  the  house  adjourned. 


FRIDAY,  December  6,  1839. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman  the  auditor's  annual  communication  and  his  report  on  the  revenue  laws  was 
taken  up  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Gnance. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Powbll,  Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  Charlotte  F.  Helm  to  withdraw  her  petition 
presented  to  the  last  general  assembly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Powell,  Retolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  required  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  extending  to  the  circuit  superior  courts  of  law  and  chancery  of  this  commonwealth  appellate 
jurisdiction  over  all  cases  of  which  the  county  and  corporation  courts  have  jurisdiction,  and  that  it  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gregory  that  the  house  adopt  the  following  resolution : 

Retolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  propriety  of  providing 
by  law  for  the  appointment  of  a  suitable  person  by  the  legislature  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  draft  all  bills  which 
may  be  ordered  by  the  committees  of  this  bouse  to  be  brought  in,  and  if  it  be  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that 
such  person  should  be  appointed,  that  they  fix  the  salary  of  said  officer,  and  that  said  committee  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Gregory  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Lie  of  Wight  was  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Retolved,  That  the  committee  of  finance  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  raising  the  salary 
of  the  governor  of  this  commonwealth. . 

Mr.  Gregory  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman,  waa  laid  upon  the 
table: 

Retolved,  That  the  committee  of  finance  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  raising  the  salary 
of  the  judges  of  this  commonwealth. 

Mr.  Gregory  also  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  was  laid  upon  the  table  upon  motion  of  Mr. 
Smith  of  hie  of  Wight : 

Retolved,  That  the  committee  of  finance  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  pay 
of  the  members  of  the  general  assembly. 

Mr.  Marshall  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  on  rnqtion  of  Mr.  .Smith  of  hie  of  Wight  was 
laid  upon  the  table : 

Retolved  by  the  general  astembly,  That  the  board  of  public  works  cause  a  survey  to  be  made  by  the  princi- 
pal or  somp  other  engineer  of  the  most  suitable  route  for  a  road  from  Berry's  ferry  to  intersect  the  Staunton  road 
at  or  near  Middletown,  and  to  report  what  public  advantages  will  result  therefrom,  and  the  probable  cost  of 
constructing  the  same. 

Mr.  Toler  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman  was  ordered  to  be  laid 
upon  the  table : 

Retolved  by  the  general  attembly,  That  the  interests  of  this  commonwealth,  as  a  stockholder  in  the  James 
river  and  Kanawha  company,  require  that  no  farther  contracts  for  the  prosecution  of  that  work  above  the  town 
of  Lynchburg  shall  under  present  circumstances  be  made  by  the  president  and  directors  of  said  company ;  and 
that  the  proxy  of  the  slate  be  instructed  to  vote  in  the  general  meetings  of  the  stockholders  against  entering 
into  any  new  contracts,  to  be  paid  in  the  scrip  of  the  company,  until  the  current  price  of  such  scrip  in  the  mar- 
ket shall  be  at  par. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight,  Retolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed 
to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  highest  civil,  and  of  the 
highest  criminal  court  of  this  commonwealth,  to  report  to  the  general  assembly  at  the  commencement  of  their 
annual  session,  the  new  principles  or  points  of  law  involved  in  their  decisions  or  judgments  rendered  during  the 
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preceding  year,  to  be  printed  and  distributed  with  the  sessions  acts.  And  also  that  the  said  courts  report  any 
omission  or  imperfection  of  the  laws  by  which  in  their  opinion  the  speedy  and  impartial  administration  of  justice 
may  be  obstructed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southall,  Resolved  by  the  general  assembly,  That  our  senators  in  congress  be  instructed 
and  our  representatives  requested  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  procure  from  congress  an  additional  appropria- 
tion of  land,  to  satisfy  the  outstanding  military  bounty  land  warrants  issued  under  authority  of  this  common- 
wealth to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolution,  or  their  legal  representatives. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  the  commonwealth  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution 
to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  the  ayes  and  noes  upon  the  adoption  of  the  first  resolution  were 
ordered. 

Aybs. — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Souihall,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart, 
Lockridge,  Burwcll  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Mil- 
lan,  Meredith,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Tolcr,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and 
Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Craflbrd,  Roane,  Powell,  Marshall,.  Scotl  of  Fauquier,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell, 
Hale,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Hali- 
fax, Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire  White,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Gregory,  Wortbington, 
Reynolds,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard, 
Ramey,  Harrison,  Orgain,  Banks,  Scott  of  Marshall,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Smith  of  Mason  and 
Jackson,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wado  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan, 
Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etheridgc,  Yerby,  Hudnall,  M'Connell,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Tunstall, 
Keen,  Tallman,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Roberts,  Heath,  Ratclifle,  Walden,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Lcyburn, 
Dorman,  Sbipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince, 
Spotts,  Stephenson,  Walker,  Jacksen  of  Wood,  and  Stanger. — 144. 

And  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  voted  in  the  negative. — 1. 

Messrs.  May,  Fontaine,  Massie  and  Whitworth  were  excused  from  voting. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  resolutions  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ramey,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  furnishing  the  mayors  and  recorders  of  the  incorporated  towns  of  this  commonwealth  with 
copies  of  the  laws  as  justices  of  the  peace  are  now  furnished  with  the  same,  and  that  said  committee  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wohthington,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  agriculture  and  manufactures  enquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  act  passed  March  24th,  1837,  incorporating  the  Madison  manufacturing 
company  as  to  extend  the  time  for  receiving  subscriptions  to  the  capitaLstock  of  said  company,  and  to  increase 
the  maximum  sum  of  the  capital  stock  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tallman,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be  instruct- 
ed to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  declaring  Greenbrier  river  a  public 
highway,"  passed  February  13th,  1S3S,  as  to  declare  the  said  river  a  public  highway  to  the  forks  thereof  at  Ja- 
cob Slavcn's  in  the  county  of  Pocahontas,  near  the  Staunton  and  Parkersburg  turnpike,  and  that  they  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lke,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  of  internal  navigation  be  instructed  to  en- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  giving  to  the  owners  of  mill-dams  on  Simpson's  creek  in  the 
county  of  Harrison,  further  time  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  the  act  passed  on  the  19th  day  of  March 
1838,  entitled  «'  an  act  declaring  Simpson's  creek  a  public  highway." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hunter,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  enquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  in  relation  to  the  arrest  and  detention  of  persons  charged  with  the 
commission  of  crimes  without  the  jurisdiction  of  this  state. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  agriculture  and  manufactures  be  instructed  to  en- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  incorporating  the  Clover  Hill  coal  mining  company  in  the  county  of  Chesterfield. 

The  speaker  announced  the  following  as  the 

Standing  Committee  on  Bunks — Messrs.  Venable,  Robertson,  Goode,  Crutchfield,  Gibson,  Clark  of  Halifax, 
May,  Byrd,  Toler,  M'Connell,  and  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Venable,  Rrsoleed,  Thai  Jiyrd  Cluimberlayne  be  appointed  clerk  to  the  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Venable,  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  governor's  message  as  relates  to  the  banks  and 
the  subject  of  banking,  lie  referred  to  the  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Goode,  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  governor's  message  as  relates  to  schools  and  col- 
leges and  literary  purposes,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mitchell  leave  was  granted  to  William  George  to  withdraw  his  petition  presented  to 
the  last  general  assembly. 

Mr.  Venable  prcse'nted  a  petition  of  Samuel  Lyle  and  others,  praying  the  passage  of  an  act  to  legalize 
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and  confirm  tides  to  lots  in  the  town  of  Farmville,  sold  from  the  lands  of  Sl  George  Randolph  under  the  pro- 
visions of  an  act  of  assembly. 

Mr.  Goods  a  petition  of  Samuel  Daly,  for  authority  to  convey  a  legal  title  to  certain  lands. 

Mr.  Stanoer  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Wythe,  for  such  an  amendment  of  the  act  relating  to 
western  land  titles  as  will  authorize  the  register  to  receive  all  entries  and  surveys  from  the  county  of  Wythe,  ac- 
companied with  the  affidavit  of  the  deputy  surveyor  of  the  county  who  was  in  office  at  the  time  of  the  passage 
of  the  act. 

Mr.  Heath  a  petition  of  George  K.  Taylor,  administrator  of  George  K.  Harrison,  deceased  and  others,  for 
the  passage  of  an  act  declaratory  of  certain  duties  of  the  said  administrator  respecting  the  estate  of  the  dece- 
dent. 

Mr.  Broadcs  a  petition  of  the  bar  of  the  circuit  superior  court  of  Culpeper  county,  asking  that  the  time  of 
holding  said  court  may  be  changed. 

Mr.  Thornburo  a  petition  of  Joel  Ferguson  praying  to  be  divorced  from  his  wife. 

Mr.  Robertson  a  petition  of  John  S.  Gatewood  praying  to  have  refunded  to  bim  a  sum  of  money  received 
for  certain  lands  of  his  ancestor  escheated  to  the  commonwealth  and  sold  by  order  of  the  executive, 

Mr.  Baskerville  a  petition  of  the  officers  and  others  of  the  circuit  court  of  Mecklenburg  county  asking 
that  the  time  of  holding  said  court  may  be  changed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  M'Connbll  presented  a  petition  of  Joseph  Caldwell  for  authority  to  erect  wharves  on  his  land  laid 
out  into  town  lots  on  the  Ohio  river  adjoining  South  Wheeling. 

Also  a  petition  of  Samuel  Irwin,  for  the  privilege  of  erecting  wharves  on  his  property  in  the  city  of 
Wheeling. 

Mr.  Wade  of  Montgomery  a  petition  of  Creed  Taylor  asking  that  the  line  dividing  the  county  of  Pulaski 
from  the  county  of  Montgomery  may  be  so  changed  as  to  leave  the  petitioner  in  the  county  of  Montgomery,  and 
stating  that  he  was  a  magistrate  in  the  county  of  Montgomery  before  the  division  of  that  county,  and  after  the 
division  was  commissioned  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  county  of  Pulaski,  and  praying  that  he  may  be  reinsta- 
ted in  his  commission  in  the  county  of  Montgomery,  and  authorized  to  hold  his  relative  place  in  respect  to  senio- 
rity as  if  be  had  never  been  detached  from  that  county. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  trie  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

Mr.  M'Comnell  presented  a  petition  of  Thomas  H.  List  and  others  asking  for  a  modification  of  the  act 
passed  in  1S30  for  opening  and  improving  a  road  from  the  Pennsylvania  line  by  Elizabelhtown  to  the  Ohio  river, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 

Mr.  Wilson  according  to  order  presented  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Dutoy  and  Powhatnn  coal  companies. — 
[No.  3.] 

And  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Ligon  coal  mining  company  ;  [No.  4]  which  were  read  the  first  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  second  time. 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  court  of  Norfolk  county  to  run  the  ferries  of  said  county  by  an  agent  [No.  2]  was 
taken  up,  read  the  first  and  second  times,  and  by  general  consent  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Carroll  of  Pra«m  the  house  adjourned. 


SATURDAY,  December  7,  1839.  » 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  communication  from  the  governor  transmitting  a  letter  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia,  with  a  general  statement  of  the  condition  of  that  bank  on  the  second 
instant ;  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Venable  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. — [  Doc.  No.  11.  ] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alderson,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  tor  courts  of  justice  enquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  authorizing  the  county  courts  of  Fayette  and  Nicholas  to  appoint  three  persons  in  each  county  to  solem- 
nize the  rites  of  matrimony  under  the  existing  laws,  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Scott  of  Marshall  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Goode  was  laid  upon 
the  table : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges  be  instructed  to  take  that  part  of  the  governor's  mes- 
sage relative  to  education  into  consideration  at  the  earliest  moment,  and  report  such  changes  in  the  common 
school  system  as  they  may  deem  proper  and  expedient. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flood,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  militia  laws  enquire  into  the  expediency  of 
repealing  the  proviso  of  the  65th  section  of  the  act  for  the  better  organization  of  the  militia,  passed  8th  of 
March  1834. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Fontatne  that  the  house  adopt  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  tbe  committee  on  the  militia  laws  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  so  much  of  the 
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militia  laws  revised  in  1S34  as  relates  to  the  training  of  officers  and  holding  of  musters,  and  in  lieu  thereof  re- 
quiring the  field  officers  and  staff,  with  the  commissioned  officers  arid  sergeants  of  each  company  in  every  re- 
giment, and  the  commissioned  officers  and  sergeants  of  the  volunteer  companies  attached  thereto  to  assemble 
once  in  every  year  at  some  place  to  be  selected  by  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  said  officers,  and  there  to  be  trained 
and  instructed  agreeably  to  the  mode  prescribed  by  congress ;  each  officer  to  be  furnished  with  muskets  and 
accoutrements  at  the  expense  of  the  state,  to  be  banded  over  to  his  successors.  And  that  the  generals  of  bri- 
gade be  required  to  attend  one  such  training  in  every  year  with  a  different  regiment  until  he  has  trained  with 
all  the  regiments  in  his  command,  then  commencing  with  the  first,  and  so  on  in  rotation ;  each  officer  to  be  al- 
lowed the  sum  of  per  diem.  And  further  that  said  committee  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  abolish- 
ing all  company,  battalion  and  regimental  musters  except  the  spring  company  musters,  and  in  lieu  thereof  that 
each  man  between  the  ages  of  18  and  45  be  required  to  pay  the  sum  of  to  be  collected  in  the  same 
manner  that  other  militia  fines  are  now  collected,  and  to  be  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  per  diem  allow- 
ance of  the  officers  aforesaid. 

The  said  resolution  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jacksox  of  Wood,  Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  board  of  public  works  be  referred 
to  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation,  and  that  said  committee  enquire  what  further  provision  is 
necessary  to  be  made  by  law  for  the  completion  of  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road. 

Mr.  M'Rae  submitted  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  banks  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  which  led  to  the  recent  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments  by  certain  banks  of  this  state,  that  said  committee  enquire  into  the  condition  and 
management  of  such  banks,  and  the  nature  and  measure  of  relief  if  any  which  it  is  proper  to  afford  them. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood  to  amend  the  same  by  adding  thereto  the  folllowing:  "And 
that  they  also  enquire  how  far  die  i3sua  of  bills  over  one  and  under  five  dollars  will  have  a  tendency  to  prevent 
or  promote  such  a  suspension  in  future." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vex able  the  resolution  and  proposed  amendmeut  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M'Kae,  Resolved,  That  all  communications  and  documents  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
house  relative  to  the  present  condition  of  the  banks  be  referred  to  said  committee. 

Mr.  Armstboxo  presented  a  petition  of  Henry  Hays  of  the  county  of  Harrison  praying  to  be  allowed  a 
pension  for  services  rendered  by  him  as  an  Indian  spy. 

Mr.  Mitchell  a  petition  of  William  George  for  the  remission  of  a  fine  imposed  on  him  by  the  superior  court 
of  Bedford  county  for  retailing  ardent  spirits  without  license. 

Mr.  Buuwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren  a  petition  of  Philip  Nelson  stating  that  in  the  year  17S0  a  resolution 
was  adopted  by  the  legislature  authorizing  money  to  be  borrowed  for  the  use  of  the  state,  that  general  Thomas 
Nelson  loaned  the  state  a  sum  of  money  from  funds  in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  estate  of  Robert  Carter  Bur- 
well,  whose  executor  he  was,  and  that  the  said  money  has  never  been  repaid  cither  to  general  Nelson  or  Natha- 
niel Burwell,  the  heir  and  legatee  of  the  said  Robert  C.  Burwell,  and  praying  payment  of  the  claim. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

Mr.  Aldebsox  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Nicholas  for  an  additional  appropriation  of 
money  to  complete  the  road  leading  from  Huntersville  in  the  countv  of  Pocahontas  to  Summersvdle  in  Nicholas 
county,  which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committeo  of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 

Mr.  HfDNALL  presented  a  petition  of  James  M.  Smith  for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  him  to  erect  a 
wharf  on  the  east  side  of  Coan  river  in  the  county  of  Northumberland. 

Mr.  Powell  a  petition  of  Charles  Murray  for  the  passage  of  an  act  against  the  location  of  any  grave  yard 
within  a  given  distance  of  any  inhabited  and  improved  premises. 

Mr.  Clark  of  Halifax  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Halifax  for  the  establishment  of  a  precinct 
election  in  said  county. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committeo  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

Mr.  Powell  presented  a  petition  of  Charlotte  F.  Helm  asking  to  be  divorced  from  her  husband 

Mr.  Cabell  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Amherst,  Campbell  and  Buckingham  praying 

the  passage  of  a  law  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  superior  courts  of  law  and  chancery  for  the  county  of 

Amherst. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Gregory  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Goode,  was  ordered  to  be  laid 
upon  the  table : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  banks  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  chartering  banks 
without  requiring  of  them  a  specio  basis  for  their  notes. 

Mr.  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough  presented  a  petition  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia,  asking  that  some 
protection  be  granted  to  the  institution  against  the  demands  of  brokers  and  money  changers,  and  that  permis- 
sion may  be  granted  the  bank  to  issue  notes  of  the  denomination  of  five  dollars ;  which  on  bis  motion  was  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  banks  and  ordered  to  be  printed.— [Doc.  No.  12.] 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Fox,  the  fifth  rule  of  the  house  was  suspended,  and  the  vote  rejecting  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Fontaine  was  reconsidered ;  thereupon  on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylob  of  King  George,  the  following 
was  adopted  as  a  substitute  therefor : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  militia  laws  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  revising 
or  amending  the  existing  militia  laws. 

And  the  resolution  as  thus  amended  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cox,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  agriculture  and  manufactures  be  instructed  to  en- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  reviving  the  act  incorporating  the  Huguenot  coal  mining  and  iron  manufacturing 
company,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ramey,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  prohibiting  by  law  the  employing  of  slaves,  free  negroes  or  mulattoes  at  public  ferries  within 
this  commonwealth  across  the  Potomac  or  Ohio  rivers,  and  the  landing  of  slaves,  free  negroes  or  mulattoes  on 
the  Virginia  shore  of  either  of  said  rivers  when  they  may  be  employed  in  any  way  whatever  on  public  ferry  boats. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Powell,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  required  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  in  relation  to  the  issuing  and  renewing  of  execu- 
tions issued  by  justices  of  the  peace  on  judgments  granted  by  them  upon  warrants  prohibiting  any  justice  of 
the  peace  of  this  commonwealth  from  issuing  or  renewing  executions  on  any  judgments  upon  which  an  execu- 
tion has  been  previously  issued  without  due  return  having  been  endorsed  thereon  by  the  proper  officer,  and  that 
said  committee  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

No.  fi.  An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  court  of  Norfolk  county  to  run  the  ferries  of  said  county  by  an 
agent,  was  read  a  third  time ;  thereupon  a  clause  by  way  of  ryder  was  added  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ethebidge, 
which  being  twice  read  and  forthwith  engrossed,  the  bill  and  ryder  were  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Bayly,  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice,  presented  the  following  bills  which  were  subsequently 
read  the  first  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  : 

No.  6.  A  bill  concerning  the  killing  of  deer. 

No.  G.  A  bill  discharging  Lillburn,  otherwise  called  Lillburn  Pleasants  from  the  penitentiary. 
No.  7.  A  bill  divorcing  Virginia  F.  C.  Crawford  from  her  husband  William  A.  R.  Crawford. 
No.  8.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  corporation  court  for  the  town  of  Winchester;  and 
No.  9.  A  bill  concerning  attorneys'  fees. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Byed,  the  bill  [No.  8.J  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  corporation  court  for  the  town  of 
Winchester,  was  read  a  second  time,  forthwith  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Byrd  carry  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 
Mr.  Watts  from  the  committee  on  the  militia  laws  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  10.  A  bill  to  change  the  place  of  the  training  of  the  officers  of  the  95lh  regiment  of  Virginia  militia. 

The  same  was  read  the  first  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

No.  3.  A  biU  to  incorporate  the  Dutoy  and  Powhatan  coal  companies ;  and 

No.  4.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Ligon  coal  mining  company,  were  severally  read  the  second  lime  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchpield  the  house  adjourned. 


MONDAY,  December  9,  1839. 
A  communication  was  received  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk  : 

IN  SENATE,  December  7,  1839. 

The  senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  for  an  additional  appropriation  of  land  to  satisfy  the  military 
bounty  land  warrants  granted  by  Virginia  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolution. 

Mr.  Wilson  from  the  committee  of  agriculture  and  manufactures  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  11.  A  bill  to  revive  the  act  incorporating  the  Huguenot  coal  mining  and  iron  manufacturing  company. 

The  same  was  read  the  first  aud  on  his  motion  the  second  time,  and  by  general  consent  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  May  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  presented  a  report  on  the  resolution  in  relation  to  appren- 
tices bound  by  overseers  of  the  poor. 

And  the  following  bill  No.  12.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  fall  term  of  the  circuit  superior 
court  of  Culpeper. 

Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  presented  the  following  bill : 
No.  13.  A  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  Milford  in  the  county  of  Harrison. 
Which  report  and  bills  were  received  and  laid  upon  the  table. 
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No.  3.  An  engrossed  bill  to  incorporate  the  Dutoy  and  Powhatan  coal  companies  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
on  motion  of  Mr.  May  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges  be  instructed  to  en- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  paying  to  the  school  commissioners  of  the  counties  west  of 
the  Blue  Ridge  the  nctt  proceeds  of  all  lands  which  may  have  been  sold  or  which  may  be  hereafter  sold  pur- 
suant to  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  passed  March  30th,  1S37,  entitled  "in  act  to  amend 
and  explain  the  act  concerning  western  land  titles  and  for  other  purposes;"  the  said  proceeds  to  be  expended 
by  the  said  commisssioners  in  the  erection  of  school  houses  of  a  permanent  character  in  their  respective 
counties. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hunter,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  enquire  into  the  expediency 
of  so  amending  an  act  passed  March  ISth,  1S32,  entitled  "an  act  providing  for  special  courts  of  appeals,"  so 
as  to  reconcile  the  conflicting  provisions  of  said  art  in  reference  to  the  time  of  meeting  of  said  courts. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southall,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire 
into  the  expediency  of  lessening  the  number  of  quarterly  terms  of  the  county  courts  of  this  commonwealth,  and 
of  providing  for  process  in  such  courts  to  be  returnable  to  rules  as  in  the  circuit  superior  courts. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Byrd,  Reudved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  prohibiting  by  law  the  practice  of  betting  upon  elections,  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gibson,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  enquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  the  proviso  contained  in  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  the 
Northwestern  turnpike  road,"  passed  January  26th,  1839,  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight,  Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  be 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  J.  M'Muny  and  others  citizens  of  the  county  of  Ohio,  for 
the  incorporation  of  the  town  of  Triadclphia,  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of 
justice. 

Mr.  Byrd  presented  a  petition  of  Obcd  Wake  and  others  of  the  town  of  Winchester  for  certain  amend- 
ments to  the  charter  of  the  town  dividing  the  said  town  into  wards  for  electing  the  town  council  and  aldermen. 

Mr.  Ramey  a  petition  of  the  mayor  and  recorder  of  the  town  of  'Watcrford  asking  that  they  may  be  fur- 
nished with  the  laws  of  the  state  to  enable  them  to  discharge  their  duties  as  magistrates. 

Mr.  Toler  a  petition  of  James  Pankcy,  executor  of  William  Pankey  deceased,  praying  the  passage  of  an 
act  authorizing  him  to  sell  a  tract  of  land  belonging  to  the  estate  of  the  decedent. 

Mr.  Carroll  of  Preston  a  petition  of  John  Biggs,  asking  to  be  released  from  the  payment  of  a  6nc  imposed 
on  him  by  the  circuit  court  of  Preston  county. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Baker  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Frederick  for  the  establishment  of  a  separate 
election  in  said  county,  which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

Mr.  Crafford  presented  a  petition  and  resolutions  of  a  large  portion  of  the  citizens  of  Klizabeth  City 
county,  remonstrating  against  a  law  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  changing  the  mode  of  appoint- 
ing trustees  to  the  Hampton  academy,  and  praying  its  repeal,  which  were  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee of  schools  and  colleges. 

Mr.  BURWELL  of  Bedford  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Bedford,  Campbell,  Franklin 
and  Floyd,  praying  the  incorporation  of  a  joint  stock  company  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  graded  or  dirt 
turnpike  road,  commencing  at  New  London  in  the  county  of  Campbell  and  terminating  on  the  top  of  the  Blue 
Ridge  at  or  near  Pannill's  run  in  the  county  of  Floyd,  which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
roads  ami  internal  navigation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman,  the  resolution  submitted  on  the  sixth  instant  by  Mr.  Toler,  was  taken  up  and 
read  as  follows  : 

Resolved  by  the  general  assembly,  That  the  interests  of  this  commonwealth  as  a  stockholder  in  the  James  river 
and  Kanawha  company  require  that  no  further  contracts  for  the  prosecution  of  that  work  above  the  town  of 
Lynchburg  shall  under  present  circumstances  be  made  by  the  president  and  directors  of  said  company,  and 
that  the  proxy  of  the  state  be  instructed  to  vole  in  the  general  meetings  of  the  stockholders  against  entering  into 
any  new  contracts  to  be  paid  in  the  scrip  of  the  company  until  the  current  price  of  such  scrip  in  the  market 
shall  be  at  par. 

And  the  question  being  put  upon  its  adoption  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman  the  ayes  and  noes  were  ordered  as  follow  : 

Ayes— Messrs.  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Meredith,  Toler,  Fox,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Broad  us,  Roane, 
Powell,  Howell,  Butts,  Clark  of  Halifax,  White,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Barney,  Orgain, 
Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Baskervillo,  Goode,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  May,  Heath,  Ratclifle,  Smith 
of  Rockingham,  Quillen,  Ridley,  Clarke  of  Surry,  and  Prince — 33. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lock- 
ridge,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Hannah," Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg, 
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Corbin,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Wilson,  Whitwortb,  Crafibrd,  Marshall,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Alder- 
son,  Payne,  Hale,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Sey- 
mour, Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Hamlelt,  Gregory,  YVorthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George, 
Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard,  Harrison,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Clayton, 
Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Massic,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough, 
Watts,  Yerby,  Hudnall,  M'ConnelT,  Alesbire,  Staples,  Hiner,  Tunslall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Ve- 
nablc,  Roberts,  Sturm,  Walden,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Sbipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Conn,  Bare, 
Griever,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walker,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stangcr — 91. 

Mr.  Powell  presented  an  affidavit  to  support  the  petition  of  Charlotte  F.  Helm,  which  was  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lee  the  house  adjourned. 


TUESDAY,  December  10,  1839. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  December  9,  1839. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bill,  emitted, 

•«  An  act  changing  the  lime  of  holding  the  corporation  court  for  the  town  of  Winchester." 

Mr.  Dorman  from  the  committee  of  finance  presented  a  report  upon  ihe  petition  of  R.  G.  Baylor,  sheriff 
of  Norfolk  county,  and  the  following  bills  : 

No.  14.  A  bill  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  prescribing  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the  taxable  property 
within  the  commonwealth  tor  collecting  the  public  revenue. 

No.  15.  A  bill  amending  and  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  and  parts  of  acts  concerning  the  taxes  on 
licenses  to  keepers  of  ordinaries  and  houses  of  private  entertainment,  to  merchants,  to  vendue  masters,  to  bro- 
kers, to  venders  of  lottery  tickets,  to  hawkers  and  pedlars,  to  exhibitors  of  public  shows,  on  law  process,  on 
notarial  seals  and  certain  other  subjects. 

Mr.  Mat  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  presented  the  following  bills : 

No.  16.  A  bill  divorcing  Janetta  P.  Allen  from  her  husband  Robert  S.  Allen. 

No.  17.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery  for  the  county 
of  Greenbrier. 

No.  18.  A  bill  divorcing  Asahel  Joyner  from  his  wife  Julia  Ann. 
No.  19.  A  bill  divorcing  Thomas  Prickctt  from  his  wife  Elizabeth. 
No.  20.  A  bill  divorcing  Joel  Ferguson  from  his  wife  Elizabeth ;  and 
No.  21.  A  bill  concerning  western  land  titles. 
Which  report  and  bills  were  received  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bayly,  Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  governor's  message  as  relates  to  the  refusal  of 
the  governor  of  the  state  of  New  York  to  deliver  up  to  ihe  governor  of  this  state  certain  fugitives  from  justice, 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  Messrs.  Bayly,  Gregory,  Ridley,  Jackson  of  Wood,  Ewing,  Goode,  Tunstall, 
Scott  of  Fauquier,  M'Rae,  Southall,  Reynolds,  Robertson  and  May. 

Mr.  Southall  from  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  presented  a  report  upon  the  memorial  of 
William  E.  Cunningham  complaining  of  the  undue  election  of  Joseph  T.  Allyn  the  delegate  returned  to  repre- 
sent the  borough  of  Norfolk  in  the  present  house  of  delegates. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southall,  Resolved,  That  William  E.  Cunningham  be  admitted  to  a  seat  and  be  heard 
at  the  bar  of  the  house  during  the  pendency  of  the  said  report  upon  the  subject  thereof. 

The  said  report  was  then  taken  up  and  read,  anil  Mr.  Cunningham  was  heard  at  the  bar. 

The  first,  second,  third  and  fourth  resolutions  were  passed  by  on  motion  of  Mr.  Southall,  and  the  fifth  re- 
solution having  been  under  discussion  for  some  time, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fontaine  the  house  adjourned. 
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WEDNESDAY,  December  11,  1339. 
i         A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  December  10,  1839. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled, 

M  An  act  to  authorize  the  court  of  Norfolk  county  to  run  the  ferries  of  said  county  by  an  agenL" 
They  have  also  passed  the  bill,  entitled, 

M  An  act  for  the  temporary  relief  of  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth,"  with  amendments  in  which  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

The  first  amendment  proposed  by  the  senate  was  agreed  to. 

The  said  bill  as  it  passed  this  house  contained  the  following  proviso: — "Prodded,  That  no  bank  which 
shall  avail  itself  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  make  any  dividends  on  its  stock,  unless  it  shall  at  least  ten 
days  previously  thereto  have  resumed  and  bona  fide  continued  the  payment  of  its  notes  and  debts  in  specie." 

The  second  amendment  proposed  by  the  senate,  proposed  to  strike  out  from  the  word  "  }rrovidcd"  to  the  end 
of  the  section,  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert  "  that  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth,  in  which  the  public  moneys  are 
on  deposite,  shall  pay  the  interest  falling  due  in  January  next  upon  public  loans  in  specie  or  its  equivalent,  if 
the  public  creditors  require  it,  if  there  be  so  much  in  said  banks  to  the  credit  of  the  commonwealth." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Crutchfield  that  the  question  be  divided  ;  so  as  to  be  taken  first  upon  that 
branch  of  the  amendment  which  proposed  to  strike  out  the  words  contained  in  the  bill  as  it  originally  passed 
the  house,  and  afterwards  upon  inserting  the  words  proposed  by  the  senate  in  lieu  of  those  stricken  out;  and  the 
question  having  been  so  divided  and  put  upon  first  striking  out,  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wi%ht  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Southall,  Cabell,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Jack- 
son of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Broadus,  Roane,  Marshall, 
Scott  of  Fauquier,  Payne,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Gibson,  Seymour,  Ilamlett,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds, 
Tayloe  o(  King  George,  Beard,  Ramcy,  Harrison,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough, 
M'Connell,  Tunstall,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Crutchfield  and  Stephenson — 41. 

Nobs — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Carpenter,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridgc,  Hannah,  Meredith,  Kyle, 
Thornburg,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Craflbrd,  Powell,  Alderson,  Howell, 
Hale,  Byrcl,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Hali- 
fax, Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Wright,  Fontaine, 
Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Scott  ot  Marshall,  Taylor  of 
Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of 
Morgan,  Massie,  Watts,  Ethcridge,  Ycrby,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Hidcn,  Aleshirc,  Hincr,  May,  Keen,  Tallman, 
Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Heath,  Ratclifle,  Sturm,  Waklcn,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Ship- 
man,  Quillen.  Conn,  Bare,  Grievcr,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Goodson,  Walker, 
Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stanger — S5. 

The  effect  of  this  vote  was  to  disagree  to  the  residue  of  the  amendment  of  the  senate. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Venable,  (a  member  voting  with  the  majority,}  that  the  fifth  rule  of  the 
house  be  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  reconsidering  the  said  vote;  and  the  question  being  put  upon  suspending 
the  said  rule,  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clarke  of  Surry  tho  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridgc,  Burwell 
of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood, 
Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Roane, 
Marshall,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Byrd,  Erskine,  Clark  of  Hali- 
fax, Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  While,  Seymour,  Lee,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy, 
Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Har- 
rison, Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Baskerville,  Myers  of  Morgan, 
Massic,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Ethcridge,  Ycrby,  M'Connell,  Hiner,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Ven- 
able, Roberts,  Rutclifle,  Walrlen,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Quillen,  Grievcr,  Crutchfield,  Fitz- 
hugh, Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — SG. 

Noes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Meredith,  Cox,  Whitworth,  Craflbrd,  Powell,  Howell,  Kin", 
Smith  of  Gloucester,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine, 
Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Scott  of  Marshall,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Hudnall, 
Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Aleshirc,  May,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Sturm,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipraan,  Smith  of 
Russell,  Conn,  Bare,  Ridley,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince  and  Stanger — 41. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  reconsidering  the  vote  on  the  first  branch  of  the  senate's  amendment  and 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 
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The  question  was  again  put  upon  the  proposition  of  the  senate  as  divided  by  the  motion  of  Mr.  Cbutch- 
field,  and  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Goodb  the  ayes  and  noes  were  recorded  as  follow : 

Aybs — -M  Cropper,  Soutball,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lock  ridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers 
of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and 
Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Ba- 
ker, Byrd,  Erskine,  Gibson,  AHen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Seymour,  M'Kae,  Hamlett,  Gregory,  Worlhington,  Ken- 
nedy, Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard,  Kamey,  Harrison,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jack- 
son, Baskerville,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Walts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  M'Connell,  Hi- 
ner,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  V  enable,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quil- 
len,  Griever,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Stephenson,  Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 74. 

Nobs — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Carpenter,  Wood;  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Me- 
redith, Thornburg,  Cox,  Wbitworlb,  Craflbrd,  Powell,  Howell,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Carroll  of  Grayson, 
Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Tayloe 
of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Scott  of  Marshall,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex, 
Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Hidcn,  Aleshire,  May,  Car- 
roll of  Preston,  Heath,  Ralclifie,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Conn,  Bare,  Ridley,  Clarke 
of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Goodson  and  Stanger — 64. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  inserting  the  words  proposed  by  the  senate  in  lieu  of  those  so  stricken  from 
the  bill ;  thereupon  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight  to  amend  the  said  amendment  by  insert- 
ing in  lieu  of  the  words  proposed  by  the  senate,  the  following : 

"  That  the  holder  of  any  note  of  a  bank  of  this  commonwealth  which  has  suspended,  or  which  shall  during 
the  continuance  of  this  act  suspend  specie  payments,  may  present  the  same  for  payment  at  the  bank  where  it 
was  issued,  and  if  payment  thereof  be  refused  the  cashier  or  other  officer  of  the  said  bank  shall  endorse  thereon 
the  date  of  such  presentation  and  refusal  of  payment,  and  such  note  shall  thereafter  bear  an  interest  of  six  per 
centum  per  annum  until  paid.  And  if  the  cashier  or  other  officer  of  any  bank  having  suspended  specie  pay- 
ments as  aforesaid,  shall  refuse  or  fail  to  make  the  endorsement  aforesaid,  the  holder  of  any  note  presented  for 
payment  shall  have  the  same  remedy  against  the  bank  as  if  this  act  had  never  passed." 

The  proposed  amendment  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight  the  ayes  and  noes  were  recorded  as  follow : 
Aybs — Messrs.  Bayly,  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Thornburg,  Cox,  Craflbrd, 
Powell,  Howell,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax, 
Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks, 
Scott  of  Marshall,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski, 
Hudnall,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Heath,  Ratclifle,  Sturm,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shiprnan,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever, 
Ridley,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson  and  Stanger — 4S. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of 
Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman, 
Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworlh,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott  of  Fauquier, 
Alderson,  Payue,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Byrd,  Erskine,  Gibson,  White,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett, 
Gregory,  Worlhington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ew- 
ing, Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Myers  of  Morgan, 
Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Walts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  Fitzgerald,  M'Connell,  Hiner,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen, 
Tallman,  Venable,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Crutchfield, 
Fitzhugh,  Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood— 79. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  inserting  the  words  proposed  by  the  senate  in  lieu  of  those  stricken  from 
the  bill,  and  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Ut  of  Wight  the  ayes  and  noes  were  recorded  as  follow : 
Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers 
of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell 
of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  lloane,  Powell,  Marshnll,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Alderson, 
Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Byrd,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  While,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae, 
Hamlett,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey, 
Harrison,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Myers  of  Morgan]!  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etheridge, 
Yerby,  Fitzgerald,  M'Connell,  Hiner,  Tunstall,  Tallman,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Roberts,  Sturm,  Walden, 
Robertson,  Snvder,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Griever,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walker,  and 
Jackson  of  Wood— 80. 

Noes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Souiball,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxtou  and  Lewin,  Mere- 
dith, Craflbrd,  Howell,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clnrk 
of  Halifax,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fonlaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lipscomb,  Orgain, 
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Banks,  Scott  of  Marshall,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Chapman,  Wade 
of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Hudnall,  Hidcn,  Alcshiro,  May,  Keen,  Heath,  Ralclifle,  Smith  of  Rockingham, 
Shipman,  Conn,  Bare,  Hidley,  Crutchiield,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spoils  and  Stanger — 46. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  inform  the  senate  that  the  house  agree  to  their  amendments  to  the  said  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Venable,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  banks  be -instructed  to  enquire  into  the  state 
and  condition  of  the  several  hanks  of  this  commonwealth,  and  that  for  that  purpose  they  have  power  to  send  for 
persons,  books  and  papers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M'Connell,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  banks  be  directed  to  enquire  into  the  pro- 
priety of  exonerating  the  Merchants  and  Mechanics  Bank  of  Wheeling  from  the  penalties  of  the  law  that  may 
be  incurred  by  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  until  the  first  day  of  March  nexL 

An  engrossed  bill  to  revive  the  act  incorporating  the  Huguenot  coal  mining  and  iron  manufacturing  com- 
pany, was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  fl  ight  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  22.  A  bill  authorizing  James  M.  Smith  to  erect  a  wharf  on  a  part  of  the  public  landing  on  the  east  side 
of  Coan  river  in  the  county  of  .Northumberland. 

Mr.  Crutchflei.d  from  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  23.  A  bill  concerning  certain  loans  heretofore  authorized  for  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road. 

Mr.  May  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  presented  reports  upon  the  petitions  of  Samuel  Lylc  and 
others,  and  of  William  Drummond  and  Elizabeth  Overby,  and  upon  the  resolution  for  furnishing  mayors  and  re- 
corders of  incorporated  towns  with  copies  of  the  laws. 

Also  the  following  bills  : 

No.  24.  A  bill  concerning  the  jurisdiction  of  circuit  superior  courts;  and 

No.  25.  A  bill  prescribing  the  punishment  for  poisoning  or  attempting  to  poison. 

Which  bills  and  reports  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  14.  A  bill  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  prescribing  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the  taxable  property 
within  the  commonwealth  for  collecting  the  public  revenue  ;  and 

No.  15.  A  bill  amending  and  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  and  parts  of  acts  concerning  the  taxes  on 
licenses  to  keepers  of  ordinaries  and  houses  of  private  entertainment,  to  merchants,  to  vendue  masters,  to  bro- 
kers, to  venders  of  lottery  tickets,  to  hawkers  and  pedlars,  to  exhibitors  of  public  shows,  on  law  process,  on 
notarial  seals  and  certain  other  subjects,  were  severally  taken  up,  read  the  first  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  se- 
cond time. 

Mr.  Dorman  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Rockbridge  asking  that  the  James  river 
within  certain  limits  be  declared  a  lawful  fence,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  agriculture  and  manu- 
factures. 

Mr.  Bbakd  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Loudoun  for  the  establishment  of  a  separate 
election  at  Broad  run  bridge  in  said  county. 

Mr.  Stephenson  a  memorial  of  Hamilton  Williamson  remonstrating  against  the  application  of  E.  and  T. 
Pollock  for  the  establishment  of  a  ferry  in  the  county  of  Marshall. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

Mr.  Spotts  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Tazewell  complaining  of  the  operation  of  the 
land  law  of  1837,  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  repealed  or  amended. 

Mr.  Sottthai.l  a  petition  of  George  M.  Payne  and  others  praying  to  change  the  day  for  holding  the  superior 
court  of  Buckingham  county. 

Mr.  Carroll  of  Preston  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Preston  asking  that  the  judges  of  the  slate 
may  be  deprived  of  the  power  now  given  them  by  law  to  impose  other  punishment  on  criminals  than  that  im- 
posed by  the  jury. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Byrd  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Frederick  for  the  construction  of  a  road  from 
the  town  of  Winchester  to  the  town  of  Bath,  which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  roads  and 
internal  navigation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Etueridge  the  house  adjourned. 


THURSDAY,  December  12,  1839. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson  the  house  adopted  the  following  preamble  and  resolution : 
Whereas  Friday  the  13th  of  December  1839  has  been  designated  by  the  various  religious  denominations 
of  this  state  as  a  day  of  thanksgiving  and  prayer  to  testify  our  gratitude  to  Almighty  God  for  the  general  health, 
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prosperity  and  abundant  products  of  the  soil  with  which  the  citizens  of  this  commonwealth  have  been  blessed  : 
And  whereas  a  general  suspension  of  business  has  been  recommended  in  this  city  with  a  view  to  participate  in 
the  religious  exercises  of  the  day : 

Retolted,  therefore,  by  the  general  auembly  of  Virginia,  That  when  they  adjourn  to-day  they  will  adjourn  to 
meet  at  the  usual  hour  on  Saturday  next. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wilson  carry  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  Beard,  Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  to  Charles  Crook  to  withdraw  his  petition  and 
accompanying  documents  presented  to  the  general  assembly  in  the  year  1808. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood,  Retolted,  That  tne  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  a  new  revision  of  the  civil  code  of  this  commonwealth  ;  also  what 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  revision  of  the  criminal  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  and  if  any  what  further 
provision  is  necessary  to  be  made  to  complete  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baker,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  further  securing  the  collection  of  the  county,  corporation  and  parish  levies,  and  that  they  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman,  Retolted,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire  into- 
the  expediency  of  prohibiting  by  law  the  transportation  of  gunpowder  on  the  various  rail-roads  of  this  com- 
monwealth. 

A  message  from  the  senate  by  Mr.  Carter  : 

Mr.  Speaker — The  senate  agree  to  the  preamble  and  resolution  for  the  adjournment  of  the  general  assembly 
until  Saturday  next,  with  a  view  to  participate  in  the  religious  exercises  of  the  day  set  apart  by  the  religious 
denominations  of  the  state  as  a  day  of  thanksgiving  and  prayer.  And  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  "an  act  to 
revive  the  act  incorporating  the  Huguenot  coal  mining  and  iron  manufacturing  company." 

Mr.  Venable  from  the  committee  on  banks  presented  a  report  upon  the  resolution  for  exonerating  the  Mer- 
chants and  Mechanics  Bank  at  Wheeling  from  the  penalties  of  the  law  that  may  be  incurred  by  the  suspension 
of  specie  payments. 

Mr.  Stephb nson  from  the  committee  of  claims  presented  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  Philip  Nelson. 
Which  reports  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  8nydbr  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Roanoke  for  the  incorporation  of  the  Salem 
savings  bank,  which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  banks. 

Mr.  Ramey  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Loudoun  for  the  passage  of  a  special  road 
law  for  said  county,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 

Also  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Loudoun  for  the  estabUshment  of  a  separate  election  at  the 
house  of  Levi  Waters  in  said  county,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

Mr.  Baker  a  memorial  of  Daniel  Gold  and  others  citizens  of  Winchester  in  opposition  to  a  change  in  the 
wards  of  that  town,  which  was  also  referred  to  the  said  last  committee. 

Mr.  Robertson  a  petition  of  Hugh  W.  Fry  and  others  praying  the  passage  of  an  act  to  incorporate  a  com- 
pany to  be  known  as  the  Exchange  hotel  company,  which  was  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Goode  presented  a  petition  of  the  heirs  of  John  Chavis  praying  the  renewal  of  certificates  and  ma- 
king allowance  for  the  services  of  their  father  in  the  revolutionary  war,  which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southall  the  report  of  the  comtriittee  of  privileges  and  elections  under  discussion  on 
Tuesday  last  was  taken  up. 

The  fifth  resolution  waa  first  considered.    The  same  is  the  following: 

Retained,  That  the  rejection  by  the  superintendent  of  the  Norfolk  borough  election  held  on  the  23d  day  of 
May  last  for  a  delegate  to  the  present  house  of  delegates,  of  electors,  for  the  reason  alleged  in  his  own  deposi- 
tion, was  illegal. 

The  question  being  put  upon  agreeing  thereto  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman  the  ayes  and  noes  were  recorded  as  follow : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Burwell 
of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Kyle,  Flood,  To- 
ler,  Corbin,  Cardwe  II,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clar  kc  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Craffbrd,  Roane, 
Powell,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Erskinc,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax, 
Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of 
Wight,  Gregory,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond, 
Beard,  Ramey,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chap- 
man, Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,'  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald, 
M'Connell,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  May,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Roberts,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Ro- 
bertson, Snyder,  Leyburn,-  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley, 
Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walker  and  Stanger— 98. 
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Nobs — Messrs.  Stuart,  Hunter,  Fox,  Coleman,  Marshall,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Hale,  Smith  of  Gloucester, 
Gibson,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Lawson,  Harrison,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Evans,  Massie,  Tunstall, 
Keen,  Tallman,  Waldcn,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 21. 

The  sixth  resolution  was  read  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  notice  furnished  and  delivered  William  E.  Cunningham  by  Joseph  T.  AUyn  of  miscon- 
duct in  the  superintendent  of  the  said  election  is  sufficient  to  raise  the  question  of  the  legality  of  the  said  election. 
Mr.  Butts  submitted  the  following  as  a  substitute  for  the  said  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  under  all  the  circumstances  of  this  case  this  election  ought  to  be  vacated  and  sent  back  to 
the  people  of  Norfolk  borough,  and  that  the  speaker  of  this  bouse  issue  a  writ  of  election  to  be  held  on  the 
day  of 

Before  the  question  was  taken  upon  the  substitute, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gibson  the  house  adjourned  until  Saturday  next  twelve  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  December  14,  1S39. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  agriculture  and  manufactures  be  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  for  amending  the  charter  of  the  Belle  Isle  manufacturing  company,  and 
that  the  same  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hannah,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be  instructed 
to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  directing  a  survey  of  Craig's  creek  to  be  made  by  the  principal  engineer  from 
its  mouth  to  the  town  of  New  Castle  in  the  county  of  Botetourt,  with  a  view  to  the  improvement  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  said  creek  in  the  mode  deemed  most  advisable,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  such 
improvement  and  the  public  benefits  to  be  expected  therefrom,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lockridge,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire 
into  the  expediency  of  changing  the  law  so  as  to  authorize  a  single  justice  of  the  peace  to  certify  tbe  acknow- 
ledgment of  deeds. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood,  Resolved  by  the  general  assembly,  That  the  auditor  of  public  accounts 
in  adjusting  the  mileage  of  the  principal  assessors  for  travelling  to  the  city  of  Richmond  shall  allow  them  the 
same  mileage  as  is  allowed  to  the  members  of  the  general  assembly  coming  from  the  county  where  the  princi- 
pal assessor  resides. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood  carry  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  agriculture  and  manufactures  be 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  and  explaining  the  law  in  relation  to  Uour  barrels. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson,  Retolved,  That  the  committee  of  finance  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  the  collection  of  delinquent  property  tax. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Venable,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  banks  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  so  amending  and  explaining  an  act  for  the  temporary  relief  of  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth, 
passed  the  present  session  of  the  legislature,  as  to  entitle  the  banks  which  have  the  public  revenue  on  deposite 
to  a  credit  in  account  with  the  commonwealth  for  whatever  premium  or  discount  the  said  bank  or  banks  may 
be  subjected  to  in  making  payment  in  specie  for  warrants  drawn  on  them  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the 
;-r ate  debt 

Mr.  Ratcliffe  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Prince  William  praying  that  when  any 
person  shall  hereafter  be  arrested  upon  a  ca.  sa.  or  other  civil  or  criminal  process,  that  the  sheriff  or  other  officer 
shall  provide  some  convenient  mode  for  his  or  her  transportation  to  the  jail  of  bis  county. 

Also  a  petition  of  Martha,  a  woman  of  colour,  asking  to  be  permitted  to  reside  in  the  county  of  Prince 
William. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Rockingham  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Rockingham  for  an  amendment 
of  the  existing  law  in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  inspectors  of  flour  in  this  commonwealth,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  agriculture  and  manufactures. 

Mr.  King  presented  a  petition  of  James  M'Claugherty  and  others  praying  that  a  part  of  the  county  of 
Mercer  may  be  attached  to  the  county  of  Giles. 

Mr.  Lee  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Harrison,  Lewis  and  Tyler  for  the  formation  of  a  new 
county  out  of  parts  of  the  said  counties. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

Mr.  Wilson  from  the  committee  of  agriculture  and  manufactures  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  26.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Clover  Hill  coal  mining  and  iron  manufacturing  company. 

Which  was  laid  upon  the  table. 
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A  message  from  ihc  senate  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Culpcper : 

Mr.  Speaker — The  senate  have  adopted  a  resolution  that  when  the  senate  adjourns  to-day,  it  will  with  the 
consent  of  the  house  of  delegates,  adjourn  until  the  hour  of  12  o'clock  on  the  3d  day  of  January  nest,  in  which 
tbey  request  the  concurrence  of  this  house. 

The  said  resolution  being  read  was  agreed  to  by  tho  house. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Goode  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May,  Resolved,  That  when  this  house  adjourns  on  the  24th  instant,  it  will  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  senate  adjourn  until  the  30th  instant. 

Ordered,  That  Sir.  May  carry  tho  same  to  tho  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 
A  message  from  the  senate  by  Mr.  Cocke  : 

Mr.  Speaker — The  senate  ugrce  to  the  resolution  for  the  adjournment  of  this  house  from  the  24lh  to  the 
30th  instant. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  Southalt,,  the  report  of  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  together  with  the  sub- 
stitute offered  for  the  sixth  resolution  by  Mr.  Butts  was  taken  up. 
The  report  is  the  following: 

The  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  memorial  of 
William  E.  Cunningham  to  them  referred,  complaining  of  the  undue  election  of  Joseph  T.  Allyn  the  delegate 
returned  to  represent  the  borough  of  Norfolk  in  the  present  houso  of  delegates,  have  agreed  upon  a  report,  and 
come  to  the  following  resolutions  thereupon  : 

Your  committee  having  read  and  examined  the  memorial  of  the  said  William  E.  Cunningham,  the  contest- 
ing candidate,  together  with  the  notice  of  the  memorialist  to  Joseph  T.  Allyn  the  returned  member,  of  his  inten- 
tion to  contest  the  election  of  the  latter,  and  of  the  list  of  those  persons  to  whose  votes  the  memorialist  made 
objection,  with  the  objection  to  each  voter  written  opposite  his  name,  and  being  of  opinion  that  the  notice  was 
altogether  legal,  an  exception  was  taken  by  the  said  Joseph  T.  Allyn  to  the  character  of  the  objections  appended 
by  tbe  petitioner  to  tho  names  of  seventy-seven  voters,  bemg  John  Stanford  and  seventy-six  others,  on  the  ground 
that  such  objection  was  too  general  and  not  in  compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  the  law.  The  objection  of 
the  memorialist  to  the  said  seventy-seven  voters  is  in  these  words,  "  not  qualified  to  vote  according  to  the  constitu- 
tion and  hrws  of  Virginia."  And  your  committee  being  of  opinion  that  such  objection  to  the  want  of  qualifica- 
tion to  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage  was  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  "an  act  concern- 
ing general  elections  in  this  commonwealth,"  passed  April  2d,  1831,  came  to  the  following  resolution  thereupon  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  objection  of  the  memorialist  "not  qualified  to  vote  according  to  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  Virginia,"  written  opposite  the  name  of  John  Stanford  is  legal  and  sufficient. 

And  there  being  no  evidence  introduced  to  your  committee  to  prove  that  the  said  John  Stanford  was  quali- 
fied to  vote  in  the  late  election  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk  for  a  delegate  to  the  present  house  of  delegates  : 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  vote  of  John  Stanford  is  illegal. 

And  it  appearing  to  your  committee  that  seventy-six  persons,  to  wit,  Eleazer  Slillman  and  others  on  the 
poll  of  Joseph  T.  Allyn,  objected  to  by  the  said  William  E.  Cunningham,  stood  in  all  respects  as  John  Stanford, 
and  no  evidence  being  offered  your  committee  that  any  one  of  such  persons  was  qualified  to  vote  in  the  late 
election  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk  for  a  delegate  to  the  present  house  of  delegates: 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  votes  of  the  said  Eleazer  Slillman  and  seventy-five  others  similarly  situated  are  illegal. 

The  votes  of  John  Quinn  and  five  others  to  which  besides  the  general  objection  before  mentioned  the  spe- 
cific objection  of  personal  disability  on  account  of  alienage  was  made,  your  committee  upon  the  evidence  ad- 
duced : 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  votes  of  the  said  John  Quinn  and  five  others  arc  illegal. 

The  votes  of  Peter  Bonfante  and  seven  others  to  which  the  same  specific  objection  was  made  as  in  the  case 
of  John  Quinn,  were  admitted  by  the  memorialist  to  be  legal. 

Tbe  same  objection  as  in  the  case  of  Peter  Bonfante  was  made  to  the  votes  of  Robert  Brown  and  two  other 
persons,  and  there  being  no  evidence  offered  your  committee: 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  votes  of  the  said  Itobcrt  Brown  and  two  other  persons  are  illegal. 

Tbe  name  of  Joseph  Wright  is  twice  recorded  on  the  poll  of  Joseph  T.  Allyn.  It  is  admitted  by  William 
E.  Cunningham  that  tbe  name  Joseph  Wright  should  have  been  once  recorded  James  Wright,  which  misnomer 
your  committee  corrected  accordingly. 

The  said  William  E.  Cunningham  insisted  that  the  name  of  John  G.  Camp  on  the  poll  of  Joseph  T.  Allyn 
should  be  deducted  from  the  poll  of  the  said  Allyn  and  transferred  and  added  to  the  poll  of  the  petitioner  as 
John  J.  Camp;  and  that  the  like  disposition  should  be  made  of  the  name  of  John  Dunston  on  the  poll  of  Joseph 
T.  Allyn  ;  and  the  committee  being  satisfied  from  the  evidence  that  such  correction  of  the  poll  should  be  made, 
corrected  the  same  accordingly. 

Your  committee  having  disposed  of  the  list  of  votes  objected  to  on  the  poll  of  the  returned  member,  pro- 
ceeded to  tbe  examination  of  the  notice  and  list  of  votes  objected  to  by  him  and  delivered  to  the  said  William 
E.  Cunningham,  which  being  admitted  by  the  petitioner  to  be  in  conformity  to  law,  your  committee  found  the 
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number  of  fifty  votes  on  said  list,  twenty-six  of  which  were  either  admitted  by  the  said  Allyn  or  decided 
by  your  committee  upon  the  evidence  to  be  legal;  and  the  remaining  twenty-four  admitted  by  the  said  Cun- 
ningham or  decided  by  the  committee  to  be  illegal. 

Your  committee  having  proceeded  thus  far  in  disposing  of  each  list  of  votes  objected  to,  and  in  the  correc- 
tion of  the  poll  as  before  mentioned,  Joseph  T.  Allyn  at  this  stage  of  the  proceeding  raised  an  objection  to  the 
validity  of  the  election,  and  contended  that  the  same  was  wholly  null  and  void  for  the  reasons  set  forth  in  his 
notice  to  William  E.  Cunningham  ;  which  reasons  your  committee  deem  it  best  here  to  incorporate,  and  which 
is  in  these  words,  to  tcit,  "  1  contend  moreover  that  the  election  of  representation  in  congress  and  the  election  of 
delegate  to  the  general  assembly  'are  not  one  and  the  same  election*  within  the  meaning  and  intent  of  the 
seventeenth  section  of  the  general  election  law,  notwithstanding  they  are  held  at  the  same  time  and  place ;  but 
are  regulated  by  separate  and  distinct  sections  and  provisions  of  the  law  and  constitution  ;  and  that  therefore 
those  electors  who  voted  for  a  congressional  candidate  in  the  early  part  of  the  day  of  the  election  held  on  the  23rd 
of  May  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  and  did  not  vote  for  a  delegate  for  said  borough  to  the  general  assembly,  had 
a  legal  right  to  give  their  votes  for  dcligutc  at  any  time  thereafter  during  said  day  of  election  ;  and  1  claim 
accordingly  that  many  persons  who  voted  for  a  congressional  candidate  in  the  morning  of  said  day  of  election 
were  desirous  to  vote  for  Joseph  T.  Allyn  as  delegate  in  the  after  part  of  the  same  day ;  and  that  among  these 
E.  Cosby,  Oscar  E.  Edwards,  J.  A.  Edwards,  B.  Lock  wood  and  Thomas  G.  Clinton  applied  to  Miles  King, 
mayor,  the  officer  superintending  the  election,  and  demanded  their  privilege  of  then  voting  for  Joseph  T.  Allyn 
but  were  denied  the  privilege  of  thus  voting  for  Joseph  T.  Allyn  as  delegate  to  the  general  assembly:  and  I  further 
claim  and  object  that  in  consequence  of  such  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  said  Miles  King,  I  the  said  Joseph  T.  Allyn 
was  illegally  deprived  of  the  votes  of  the  electors  hereinafter  named,  viz:  O.  E.  Edwards,  J.  A.  Edwards,  E.  Cosby, 
Edward  Absalom,  Merritt  Jordan,  William  Peete,  Cornelius  Hooker,  Dennis  Dawley,  Richard  Richardson, 
Henry  Shuttle,  David  Dell,  William  Johnson,  William  Wilber,  William  M'Clannhan,  James  S.  Gaskins,  N.  I'eb- 
worth,  John  Scrydor,  George  Bar,  J.  Trowbride,  William  Henley,  Joseph  Morgan,  Thomas  Pritchard,  Thomas 
Wise,  Thomas  Etheridge,  James  Shannon,  William  Miller,  T.  C.  Moore,  J.  E.  Wiggins,  B.  Eockwood,  &c. 
who  were  influenced  by  the  albrcsaid  refusal  of  said  Miles  King  and  did  not  thcrelbrc  off-r  to  vote.  And  I 
claim  that  the  above  named  and  all  such  others  upon  proper  proof  exhibited  shall  be  added  to  my  poll."  The 
said  William  E.  Cunningham,  on  his  part  alleged  that  the  construction  of  the  law  by  the  superintendent  and  the 
rule  adopted  by  him  in  conducting  the  election,  to  wit,  that  the  congressional  and  borough  election  which  was 
held  on  the  same  day  and  at  the  same  place  were  in  the  meaning  and  true  intent  of  the  act  of  assembly  one 
and  the  same  election,  and  that  no  elector  who  had  voted  in  the  congressional  election  had  the  right  alter  retir- 
ing from  the  polls  to  return  in  the  after  part  of  the  same  day  and  claim  to  vote  for  a  delegate  to  the  general 
assembly.  And  the  said  William  E.  Cunningham  further  contended  that  even  admitting  such  construction  of 
the  law  by  the  superintendent  to  have  been  erroneous,  and  the  rejection  of  one  or  more  electors  so  circumstanced 
desiring  to  vote  in  the  borough  election,  yet  the  said  Joseph  T.  Allyn  had  failed  to  deliver  him  a  sufficient 
notice  of  his  intention  to  put  in  issue  the  legality  of  the  election.  Your  committee,  however,  deeming  the  notice 
of  the  said  Allyn  to  be  in  substance  sullicient  to  raise  the  question  and  make  such  issue ;  and  that  the  same  was 
a  subject  of  legitimate  enquiry  before  them  ;  and  having  come  to  a  different  conclusion  in  their  interpretation  of 
the  section  of  the  act  regulating  general  elections  in  this  commonwealth  from  the  superintendent  of  the  Norfolk, 
borough  election  ;  and  deeming  the  election  held  on  the  23d  day  of  May  last  in  the  said  borough  for  a  member 
of  congress  and  a  member  of  the  present  house  of  delegates,  not  to  be  one  and  the  same  election,  but  wholly 
separate,  distinct  nnd  independent  of  each  other ;  held  for  different  purposes  and  intended  for  different  legisla- 
tive bodies  though  held  at  the  same  time  and  place,  conducted  by  the  same  officers  and  approachable  by  the 
same  class  of  electors,  having  examined  the  evidence  of  Oscar  E.  Edwards  who  states  that  "on  the  day  of  the 
late  election  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk  iu  the  forenoon  of  the  day  he  gave  his  vote  for  a  member  of  congress  and 
declined  at  that  time  to  vote  for  a  delegate  to  the  general  assembly.  That  on  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day 
and  before  the  polls  were  closed  he  presented  himself  again  to  the  officer  conducting  the  polls,  and  informed 
him  that  he  wished  to  vote  for  a  delegate.  Mr.  King  the  officer  said  that  as  he  had  voted  at  the  polls  on  that 
day  for  a  member  of  congress  he  could  not  then  vote  for  a  delegate,  and  the  deponent  was  not  permitted  to  vote 
for  a  delegate.    If  permitted  to  vote  he  would  have  voted  for  Joseph  T.  Allyn  as  delegate. 

The  deponent  further  stales  that  Ebenezer  Cosby  was  with  him  at  the  door  of  the  courthouse  at  the  time  and 
declared  to  him  his  intention  to  vote  for  Mr.  Allyn  as  a  delegate  if  his  vote  could  be  received,  as  said  Cosby 
had  like  this  deponent  voted  in  the  morning  for  a  member  of  congress.  When  deponent's  vote  was  refused 
Cosby  did  not  present  himself  at  the  polls  again,  in  consequence  of  the  rejection  of  his  vote.  Deponent  has 
good  reason  to  believe  that  there  were  many  other  persons  similarly  situated,  who  would  have  voted  for  Mr. 
Allyn  if  his  vote  had  been  received,  but  docs  not  recollect  the  names  of  such  persons  except  Mr.  John  A.  Ed- 
wards his  brother.  He  thinks  there  were  twenty  or  thirty  persons  in  that  situation  who  would  then  have  voted 
for  Mr.  Allyn,  and  all  of  them  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  good  voters. 

Thomas  G.  Clinton  states  that  at  the  late  election  for  a  delegate  to  the  general  assembly  for  the  borough  of 
Norfolk,  be  voted  for  Joseph  T.  Allyn  and  his  vote  was  recorded  for  him.    Mr.  Allyn  admits  here  that  this  de- 
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ponent  is  the  same  individual  referred  to  by  him  in  his  objections,  as  one  who  offered  to  vote  for  him  but  was 
refused  ;  and  that  he  made  a  mistake  in  supposing  that  he  had  not  voted. — •  The  deponent  states  however  that 
be  knows  that  there  were  several  voters  at  the  courthouse  in  the  afternoon  who  had  voted  for  a  member  of  con- 
gress at  the  polls  in  Norfolk  borough  on  the  morning  of  that  day,  and  who  would  have  voted  in  the  afternoon  for 
Mr.  Allyn  as  a  delegate  if  permitted  to  vote,  but  the  refusal  of  Miles  King,  esq.  the  mayor,  to  receive  such  votes 
being  made  known  to  them  by  this  deponent,  they  did  not  offer  to  vote  on  that  account.  He  thinks  there  were 
six  or  eight  persons  who  would  have  voted  for  Mr.  Allyn  at  that  time,  but  he  does  not  recollect  their  names,  or 
whether  they  were  good  voters,  but  he  understood  that  their  votes  had  been  received  in  the  morning  for  a  mem- 
ber of  congress. 

The  latter  part  of  this  deposition  from  mark  •  is  taken  in  answer  to  interrogatories  from  Joseph  T.  Allyn 
and  objected  to  by  Mr.  Cunningham's  agent. 

EL  Cosby  states  as  follows :  "  Question  by  Mr.  Allyn.  Were  you  and  others  refused  the  privilege  of  voting 
for  a  delegate  at  the  election  in  May  last?  A.  I  was,  and  I  knew  that  others  were  by  the  mayor.  A  number 
of  persons  after  I  made  known  the  fact  of  my  being  refused  to  vote,  and  who  would  have  voted  for  J.  T.  Allyn 
did  not  present  themselves  at  the  polls  in  consequence  of  that  refusal  by  the  mayor.  Q.  What  number  of  voters 
were  thus  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  voting  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge?  A.  I  think  10  or  12.  .  Question 
by  Williiim  E.  Cunningham.  Do  you  swear  positively  that  you  applied  in  person  to  Mr.  King,  the  officer  con- 
ducting the  election  on  the  23d  May,  to  vote  for  a  delegate  and  were  refused  ?  A.  Yes.  Q.  Was  O.  E.  Ed- 
wards one  of  the  number  who  was  in  company  with  you?  A.  Yes,  and  J.  A.  Edwards  also.  Q.  On  what 
right  did  you  claim  to  vote?  A.  As  a  householder  and  having  paid  revenue  tax  on  a  slave  for  the  preceding 
year." 

Joseph  Spratley  slates  as  follows  :  ««  Question  by  J.  T.  Allyn.  Did  you  vote  for  a  delegate  in  May  last  ? 
A.  No.  Q.  Why  did  you  not  vote  for  a  delegate  ?  A.  Because  supposing  that  Mr.  Allyn  was  elected  from 
seeing  the  polls  at  the  close  thereof,  having  held  back  my  vote  in  case  of  a  tie  between  Allyn  and  Cunningham 
the  candidates,  and  in  that  event  would  have  voted  for  Allyn,  having  voted  for  a  member  of  congress,  being  the 
last  one  who  voted  except  Mr.  King,  having  determined  all  day  to  pursue  that  course.  Q.  Do  you  believe  that 
there  were  any  or  many  voters  who  had  voted  for  a  member  of  congress  in  the  morning,  but  were  deprived  the 
privilege  of  voting  for  a  delegate  in  the  evening  by  the  rules  adopted  by  Mr.  King,  maj'or,  against  voting  twice 
the  same  day,  who  would  have  voted  for  J.  T.  Allyn?  A.  As  near  as  I  can  recollect  there  were  some  8  or  10 
who  came  up  to  the  polls  for  the  purpose  of  voting  for  J.  T.  Allyn  but  were  refused  by  Mr.  King,  who  informed 
them  that  it  was  contrary  to  law.  That  I  requested  the  mayor  to  read  the  law,  and  that  I  coincided  in  the 
construction  of  the  law,  all  of  whom  made  application  to  vote  and  were  refused  the  right  of  voting.  Among 
the  number  were  E.  Cosby,  O.  E.  Edwards  and  J.  A.  Edwards.  Q.  Do  you  believe  that  there  were  other  voters 
who  ditl  not  apply  who  would  have  voted  for  J.  T.  Allyn,  but  Jbr  learning  that  they  could  not  vote  from  the 
rules  adopted  by  the  superintending  officer?  A.  Yes,  I  believe  some  20  or  30  would  have  voted,  having  under- 
stood from  them  on  my  return  from  dinner  between  3  and  6  o'clock,  and  that  they  generally  would  have  voted 
for  Mr.  Allyn." 

Miles  King  states  "that  under  the  17th  section  of  the  general  election  law  he  would  deem  it  his  duty  to 

Srohibit  any  individual  voting  in  the  afternoon  of  the  election  day,  who  had  voted  in  the  morning  of  the  same 
ay — that  this  had  always  been  the  practice  of  all  the  officers  heretofore  conducting  elections  in  the  borough  of 
Norfolk,  and  was  acquiesced  in  by  the  people."  Q.  by  W.  C.  C.  Have  you  any  recollection  of  E.  Cosby,  O. 
E.  Edwards,  J.  A.  Edwards,  B.  Lockwood  and  Thomas  G.  Clinton,  having  applied  to  you  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  day  of  the  election  in  order  to  vote  for  a  delegate.  Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  at  this  time  of  those  persons 
applying  to  vote,  but  recollect  having  read  the  law  to  many  persons,  and  that  if  they  did  apply  they  were  re- 
fused. Mr.  Sewpson  Whitehead  appeared  at  the  polls  in  the  morning  and  voted  for  a  delegate,  when  1  stated  to 
him  that  he  could  not  return  a  second  time  and  vote,  to  which  statement  he  acquiesced  and  retired,  and  that  at 
the  time  Mr.  Whitehead  voted  he  was  the  commonwealth's  attorney  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk." 

Question  by  J.  T.  A.  Have  you  heretofore  construed  that  the  election  of  a  member  of  congress  and  dele- 
gate was  one  and  the  same  election  ?  Answer.  I  have,  if  held  on  the  same  day ;  and  I  have  always  decided 
that  no  elector  should  vote  a  second  lime  at  one  and  the  same  election,  although  he  had  not  voted  for  all  the  can- 
didates he  might  have  voted  for  by  law.  Q.  by  J.  T.  A.  What  do  you  mean  by  settled  practice  ?  Answer. 
That  this  rule  had  been  conformed  to  by  the  officers  conducting  elections  so  far  as  1  know,  and  certainly  by  my 
predecessor  who  was  in  office  fifteen  or  twenty  years.  Question  by  J.  T.  A.  In  the  election  of  May  last  was 
there  not  a  great  number  of  electors  who  voted  for  a  member  of  congress  early  in  the  day  who  did  not  vote  for 
a  delegate?    Answer.  I  believe  there  were  many. 

Baynham  Baylor  states  as  follows :  "  Q.  by  Wtn.  E.  Cunningham.  Did  you  desire  to  vote  for  a  delegate  of 
this  borough  to  the  general  assembly  in  the  election  held  in  May  last,  and  would  you  have  voted  for  William  E. 
Cunningham  but  for  the  impression  that  a  person  having  been  once  at  the  polls  would  not  be  permitted  to  vote 
a  second  time  on  the  same  election  day?  A.  I  would  have  voted  in  the  afternoon  for  Mr.  Cunningham  but  for 
the  opinion  of  legal  men  who  were  at  the  door  of  the  courthouse,  and  informed  me  that  voting  the  second  time 
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the  same  day  was  contrary  to  law.  Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  person  or  persons  who  would  have  voted  for 
Mr.  Cunningham  at  that  election  had  they  not  been  under  the  same  impression  as  yourself  relative  to  the  opi- 
nions you  heard  expressed  as  aforesaid  ?  A.  I  know  but  a  single  individual,  viz  :  Dr.  Whitehead.  Q.  What 
is  your  opinion  as  to  the  effect  which  the  opinion  expressed  as  aforesaid  had  on  the  result  of  the  borough  election 
for  delegate  ?    A.  My  impression  is  that  it  affected  the  candidates  equally." 

N.  C.  Whitehead  states :  "  Question  by  W.  E.  Cunningham — the  same  as  those  of  Baynham  Baylor — Had 
I  have  believed  that  I  would  have  been  permitted  to  vole  a  second  time  on  that  day  I  would  have  gone  to  the 
polls  and  voted  for  W.  E.  Cunningham." 

Your  committee  thinking  that  the  testimony  exhibits  sufficient  grounds  upon  which  to  vacate  said  election, 
evidencing  as  it  docs  the  fact  that  an  improper  delusion  prevailed  among  the  electors  of  Norfolk  borough  as  to 
their  legal  rights  which  may  have  been  prejudicial  to  the  full  expression  of  their  voice  in  the  said  borough  elec- 
tion ;  to  what  extent  is  not  clearly  6hcwn  committee,  but  to  a  sufficient  extent  they  think  to  set  aside  the  said 
election;  whereupon  your  committee  have  come  to  the  following  resolutions: 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  rejection  by  the  superintendent  of  the  Norfolk  borough  election,  held  on  the  23d  day 
of  May  last  for  a  delegate  to  the  present  house  of  delegates,  of  electors  for  the  reason  alleged  in  his  own  depo- 
sition was  illegal. 

7.  Resolced,  That  the  notice  furnished  and  delivered  William  E.  Cunningham  by  Joseph  T.  Allyn  of  mis- 
conduct in  the  superintendent  of  the  said  election,  is  sufficient  to  raise  the  question  of  the  legality  of  the  said 
election. 

9.  Resolved,  That  the  election  held  on  the  23d  day  of  May  last  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk  for  a  delegate 
to  the  present  house  of  delegates  was  illegal  aud  void,  an  J  that  the  same  should  he  set  aside. 

9.  Rcsoltxd,  That  a  writ  of  election  issue  to  the  mayor  or  other  proper  officer  for  the  borough  of  Norfolk, 
to  supply  the  vacancy  existing  in  the  representation  of  said  borough  in  the  present  house  of  delegates  of 
Virginia. 

Your  committee  however  have  deemed  it  expedient  as  their  investigation  enables  them  to  do  so,  to  report 
to  the  house  the  state  of  the  poll  between  the  returned  member  and  the  memorialist,  which  from  the  facts  herein 
before  detailed  would  be  thus  : 

At  the  close  of  the  poll  the  vote  for  Joseph  T.  Allyn  stood  thus,  ...  329 

Deduct  the  votes  of  John  J.  Camp  and  John  Dunston  transferred  to  the  poll  of  William  E. 

Cunningham,  -  -  -  -  -  -  2 

327 

Deduct  illegal  votes,      -  86 

241 

At  the  close  of  the  poll  the  vote  for  William  E.  Cunningham  stood  thus,      ...  319 
Add  the  votes  of  John  J.  Camp  and  John  Dunston,        -  -  -  2 

321 

Deduct  illegal  votes,      -  -  -  -  -  24 

297 

The  poll  ought  to  stand  thus : 
For  W'illiam  E.  Cunningham,  297 
For  Joseph  T.  Allyn,       -  -  -  -  -  -  -  241 

Your  committee  have  omitted  to  report  the  evirlence  upon  which  various  votes  on  each  list  were  admitted  or 
rejected,  or  upon  which  the  corrections  of  the  poll  herein  before  mentioned  were  made,  as  neither  of  the  con- 
tending parlies  desired  it,  as  il  could  nol  affect  the  final  result,  and  as  each  party  to  save  useless  labour  and  time 
agreed  that  il  should  be  withheld. 

The  sixth  resolution  was  considered,  and  the  question  recurred  upon  adopting  the  substitute,  which  is  the 
following : 

Rrsuhcd,  That  under  all  the  circumstances  of  this  case  this  election  ought  to  be  vacated  and  sent  back 
to  the  people  of  Norfolk  borough,  and  that  the  speaker  of  this  house  issue  a  writ  of  election  to  be  held  on  the 
day  of  ." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Worthinotox  to  amend  the  substitute  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "Re- 
solved" and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  following:  "that  to  raise  the  question  of  the  legality  of  the  said  elec- 
tion it  was  not  necessary  that  Joseph  T.  Allyn  should  have  furnished  and  delivered  to  William  E.  Cunningham 
notice  that  such  question  would  be  raised  by  him." 
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And  the  question  being  put  upon  the  amendment  to  the  substitute  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Gregory  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of 
Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Haskins, 
Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Tolcr,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson, 
Craflbrd,  Roane,  Powell,  Marshall,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Smith  of  Gloucester, 
Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae, 
Hamlett,  Smith  of  Islo  of  Wight,  Worthington,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Tayloc  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloeof 
Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Kwing,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of 
Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Baskcrville,  Goodc,  Clavton,  Evans,  Chapman,  Myers 
of  Morgan,  Massie,  Walts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  M'Connell,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  May, 
Tunstall,  Keen,  Tall  man,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Vcnable,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Walden,  Robertson,  Snyder, 
Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Crutchfield, 
Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walkpr,  Jackson  of  Wood,  anil  Stanger — 110. 

Noes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Lockridge,  Hannah,  Howell,  Byrd,  King,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Seymour,  Gregory, 
Scott  of  Marshall,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Roberts  and  Fitzhugh — 13. 

The  substitute  as  amended  was  then  adopted,  and  the  resolution  of  the  committee  as  thus  amended  was 
also  agreed  to. 

The  seventh  resolution  was  then  considered,  and  having  been  for  some  time  under  discussion,  Mr.  Stephbn- 
son  demanded  that  the  main  question  be  now  put,  and  the  call  having  been  sustained  by  the  house,  the  question 
was  put  upon  adopting  the  said  resolution  and  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Carpenter,  Wood,  M'Cue,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley, 
Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Thornburg,  Corbin,  Cox,  Burwell  of 
Clarke  aud  Warren,  Craflbrd,  Roane,  Powell,  Payne,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Taylor 
of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of 
Wight,  Gregory,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Orgain,  Banks,  Scott  of  Marshall,  Taylor  of  Mathews 
and  Middlesex,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  layers  of  Morgan, 
Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Vcnable,  Roberts,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Snyder, 
Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince, 
Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walker  and  Stanger — 75. 

Nobs — Messrs.  Southall,  Cabell,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Kyle,  Flood,  Fox,  Broadus,  Wil- 
son, Marshall,  Alderson,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Erskine,  Gibson,  Seymour,  Worthing- 
ton, Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloc  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Smith  of 
Mason  and  Jackson,  Massie,  Yerby,  May,  Tuustall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman, 
Crutchfield,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 38. 

The  eighth  resolution  was  on  the  question  put  thereupon  agreed  to  by  the  house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman  the  residue  of  said  report  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Socthall,  Resolved,  That  Joseph  T.  Allyn  be  permitted  to  withdraw  from  the  office  of 
the  clerk  of  this  bouse  a  certain  deed  from  George  Johnson  to  Charles  Johnson,  also  a  letter  from  J.  T.  Allyn  to 
William  E.  Cunningham,  and  the  letter  in  reply  of  said  Cunningham,  and  also  a  certified  copy  of  the  poll  held 
in  the  late  borough  election. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman  the  house  adjourned  until  Monday  twelve  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  December  16,  1839. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alderson,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be  instructed 
to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  incorporating  a  joint  stock  company  under  the  name  and  style  of  the  Carni- 
fex  ferry  bridge  company,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  bridge  over  Gaulcy  river  at  or  near  said  ferry,  and  that 
tbey  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M'Rae,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  finance  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing so  much  of  the  8lh  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  reducing  into  one  act  the  several  acts  concerning 
tithables  and  directing  the  mode  of  laying  and  collecting  the  county  levy,"  passed  March  6th,  1819,  which  pro- 
vides that  sheriff's  shall  account  with  and  satisfy  county  creditors  the  respective  sums  levied  for  them  or 
either  of  them,  and  to  adjust  and  settle  the  account  of  his  collection  with  the  county  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
November  in  every  year,  and  so  much  of  the  22d  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  reducing  in  one  the  seve- 
ral acts  concerning  the  fees  of  certain  officers  and  declaring  the  mode  of  discharging  the  said  fees,"  passed 
March  2d,  1819,  and  which  provides  for  the  payment  of  the  said  fees  to  the  persons  entitled,  on  or  before  the 

10 
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first  day  of  November  in  every  year,  so  as  to  require  the  sheriffs  to  pay  the  said  sums  of  money  on  or  before 
the  15th  day  of  December  in  every  year,  instead  of  the  time  now  appointed  by  law. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman,  Resoleed,  That  the  committee  of  finance  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  a  change  in  two  certificates  of  stock  due  from  the  old  James  river  company  to  the  Bank 
of  Virginia,  the  payment  of  which  has  been  assumed  by  the  state,  the  one  for  the  sum  of  $40,000  due  the  16th 
of  March  1840,  the  other  for  the  sum  of  $  60,000  due  the  22d  of  March  1843. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Byrd,  Raolced,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be  and  they  are 
hereby  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  directing  a  survey  to  be  made  by  a  competent  engineer  of 
the  best  route  for  the  road  from  Winchester  in  Frederick  county  to  Berry's  ferry  in  Clarke  county  as  contem- 
plated by  the  act  of  the  general  assembly,  passed  April  the  6th,  1839,  entitled  "an  act  to  incorporate  the  Win- 
chester and  Berry's  ferry  turnpike  company,"  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  said  road,  inclu- 
ding the  construction  of  a  substantial  bridge  across  the  Shenandoah  river,  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lee,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  changing  the  times  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  courts  of  law  and  chan- 
cery for  the  county  of  Randolph,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire 
into  the  expediency  of  changing  the  time  now  fixed  by  law  for  holding  the  spring  term  of  the  circuit  superior 
court  of  law  and  chancery  for  the  21st  judicial  circuit  for  the  trial  of  criminal  causes. 

Mr.  M'Rae  presented  a  petition  of  Jesse  Snead  and  Thomas  &  Richard  Crouch  praying  an  increase  of 
the  tolls  on  the  Tuckahoo  and  James  River  rail-road  company. 

Mr.  Byrd  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Frederick,  Clarke,  Jefferson  and  Loudoun  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Northwestern  turnpike  from  Winchester  in  the  county  of  Frederick  to  Berryville  in  the  county  of 
Clarke  on  state  account. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 

Mr.  Marshall  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Fauquier  for  the  establishment  of  a  new 
county  out  of  said  county,  which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  greivances. 

Mr.  Byrd  presented  petitions  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Monongalia,  remonstrating  against  the  right  of 
James  Evans  to  retain  his  scat  as  a  member  from  that  county,  and  praying  that  the  election  may  be  vacated  for 
reasons  therein  stated  ;  which  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections. 

Mr.  Cabell  presented  a  petition  of  Henry  D.  Warwick  of  the  county  of  Amherst,  praying  for  the  passage 
of  a  law  divorcing  him  from  his  wife  Ann  Eliza  Warwick  formerly  Ann  Eli2a  Ross,  which  was  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Crutchfield  from  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation,  presented  the  following  bill: 

No.  27.— A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Daniels  run  and  Hails  ford  turnpike  company,  which  was  laid  upon 
the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  M'Cue,  (a  member  voting  with  the  majority,)  that  the  fifth  rule  of  the  house 
be  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  reconsidering  the  vote  adopting  the  resolution  that  when  the  house  adjourns  on 
the  24th  instant,  it  will  with  the  consent  of  the  senate  adjourn  until  the  30lh  instant,  and  the  question  being  put 
thereupon  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion' of  Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  M'Cue,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hannah,  Jackson 
of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broad  us,  Wilson, 
Whitworth,  Crafford,  Aldcrson,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Byrd,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester, 
Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hamp- 
shire, Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Hamlelt,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Beard,  Ramey,  Banks, 
Scott  of  Marshall,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski, 
Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall,  Aleshire,  Hincr,  Keen,  Tallman,  Sturm,  Walden,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Lcyburn, 
Dorman,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Grievcr,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson, 
Jackson  of  Wood  and  Stanger — 72. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  Stuart,  Mitchell,  Hunter,  Me- 
redith, Haskins,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cox,  Roane,  Powell,  Marshall,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Baker,  M'Rae,  Gregory, 
Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Tayloc  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Law- 
son,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Baskervillc,  Goode,  Hodges,  Massie, 
Watts,  Ethcridge,  Yerby,  Fitzgerald,  M'Conncll,  Hidcn,  May,  Tunstall,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Roberts, 
Heath,  Shipman,  Ridley,  CrutchBcld,  Fitzhugb,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince  and  Walker — 65. 

The  said  vote  was  then  reconsidered,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bayly  the  said  resolution  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be  instructed  to  en- 

Juire  into  the  expediency  of  incorporating  a  company  to  construct  a  rail-road  from  the  coal  mines  of  James  H. 
!ox  in  Chesterfield  county  to  some  convenient  point  on  Appomattox  river,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 
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Mr.  Mat  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  presented  the  following  bills : 

No.  28.  A  bill  concerning  special  courts  of  appeals. 

No.  29.  A  bill  to  provide  for  a  revision  of  the  laws. 

No.  30.  A  bill  concerning  the  estate  of  George  E.  Harrison  deceased. 

No.  31.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  Amherst. 

No.  32.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  lands  late  the  property  of  Cornelia  Hopkins 
deceased. 

Which  were  severally  laid  upon  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Goode  that  the  house  adopt  the  following  preamble  and  resolution : 
Whereas  this  house  on  Saturday  last  adopted  a  resolution  declaring  that  when  this  house  adjourns  on  the 
24lb  instant,  it  will  adjourn  to  meet  at  12  o'clock  on  the  30lh  instant,  and  sent  the  same  to  the  senate  for  the 
concurrence  of  that  body  ;  and  wbereas  the  senate  acting  on  the  resolution  under  the  constitution,  agreed  to  the 
resolution  of  this  house  and  signified  their  agreement  in  solemn  form  ;  and  whereas  doubts  are  entertained  as  to 
the  power  to  rescind  the  said  resolution : 

Ritolved  there/ore,  That  this  house  setting  aside  all  its  proceedings  on  the  subject  to-day,  will  when  it  ad- 
journs on  the  24tb  instant,  adjourn  till  the  30th  instant  agreeably  to  the  above  recited  resolution. 
Thereupon  Mr.  Tolbr  proposed  to  amend  the  same  by  substituting  therefor  the  following : 
Resolved,  That  the  resolution  adopted  by  this  house  on  Saturday  the  14th  instant  declaring  that  when  this 
house  adjourn  on  the  24th  instant,  it  will  with  the  consent  of  the  senate  adjourn  until  the  succeeding  Monday, 
is  not  a  joint  resolution,  and  that  this  house  may  avail  itself  of  the  consent  of  the  senate  or  not  as  it  may  think 
proper. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Chutchfibld  that  the  said  resolution  and  proposed  amendment  be  laid  upon 
the  table  ;  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  ihe  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Goodson  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  Stuart,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Corbin,  Cole- 
man, Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Roane,  Powell,  Marshall,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin, 
Baker,  Erskine,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight, 
Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Rich- 
mond, Lawson,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Evans,  Hodges,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  Hudnall, 
Hiden,  Aleshire,  Tunsta  11,  Keen,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Robertson,  Shipman,  Conn,  Crutchfield, 
Fitzhugh  and  Walker — 54. 

Noes— Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Carpenter,  M'Cuc,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Hannah,  Jackson  of 
Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Cox,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whit  worth, 
CratTord,  Aldcrson,  Howell,  Byrd,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Gibson,  Allen  of 
Hampshire,  Seymour,  Gregory,  Ewing,  Rainey,  Orgaiu,  Banks,  Scott  of  Marshall,  Baskervillc,  Goode,  Clayton, 
Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Massie,  Fitzgerald,  M'Connell,  Hiner,  May,  Tallman, 
Venable,  Roberts,  Heath,  Waldeo,  Dorroan,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Griever,  Ridley, 
Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stanger — 63. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  substitute  and  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  adopting  the  resolution  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Goods  and  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow : 

Aves — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (spenker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  Mitchell,  Hunter,  Meredith, 
Haskins,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cox,  Whitworth,  CratTord,  Roane,  Powell,  Marshall,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Hale,  Wade 
of  Franklin,  Baker,  Guerrant,  Erskine,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  M'Rae,  Gregory,  Worthington, 
Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson, 
Ramey,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Evans,  Hodges,  Massie,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  Hudnall, 
Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Hincr,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Roberts,  Heath,  Ratclifle,  Shipman, 
Ridley,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince  and  Walker— 66. 

Noes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hannah,  Jackson  of 
Braxton  and  Lewis,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson, 
Alderson,  Howell,  Byrd,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire, 
Seymour,  Armstrong,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Ewing,  Banks,  Scott  of  Marshall,  Smith  of  Mason  and 
Jackson,  Clayton,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Aleshire,  Tallman,  Sturm,  Walden, 
Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Griever,  Spotts,  Stephen- 
son, Goodson,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stanger — 62. 

The  preamble  to  the  said  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ratcliffk  the  house  adjourned  until  to-morrow  twelve  o'clock. 
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TUESDAY,  Decbmbbr  17,  1S89. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  all  the  laws  providing  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Taylor  of  King  George,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  be  in- 
structed to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  fourth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  to  amend 
an  act,  entitled  '  an  act  concerning  general  elections  in  this  commonwealth,'  "  passed  24th  February  1834,  as  to 
provide  for  the  appointment  of  superintendents  of  election  at  the  courthouses  of  those  counties  in  which  no  se- 
parate elections  are  held  in  like  manner  as  is  now  provided  in  counties  where  there  are  separate  elections. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gregory,  That  whereas  the  banks  of  this  state  have  twice  in  a  few  years  suspended  spe- 
cie payments  and  thereby  caused  great  mischief  and  distress  to  all  classes  of  the  citizens  of  this  commonwealth  ; 
and  whereas  it  becomes  the  bounden  duty  of  this  legislature  to  enquire  into  the  causes  which  have  led  to  such 
frequent  suspensions  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  as  well  as  to  enquire  into  the  propriety  of  changing  the 
laws  in  relation  to  the  existing  banks  by  making  such  amendments  and  alterations  in  the  same  as  will  be 
likely  to  prevent  another  suspension,  if  that  be  possible,  under  the  existing  banking  system  of  this  state,  or  to 
adopt  a  system  which  would  be  calculated  to  insure  the  people  of  this  state  against  loss  in  the  event  of  a  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  or  a  total  failure  and  breaking  of  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  banks  enquire  what  alteration  in  the  existing  laws  is  necessary  to  place 
banks  on  a  more  permanent  footing  under  the  present  system  than  they  have  heretofore  been ;  and  that  said 
committee  also  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  chartering  a  bank  with  a  certain  fixed  amount  of  capital  and  issues 
on  the  following  basis:  The  stock  to  be  owned  entirely  by  individuals  in  such  amounts  as  may  by  the  legislature  be 
deemed  proper.  The  stockholders  to  issue  notes  as  the  banks  now  issue  them  to  any  amount  they  may  choose, 
provided  they  do  not  exceed  the  capital  of  iho  bank,  and  the  noteholder  to  have  a  right  to  demand  specie  f.ir  the 
note  whenever  he  may  choose ;  the  payment  of  all  ihe  notes  of  the  bank  to  be  guaranteed  to  be  paid  in  specie 
by  the  state.  The  stockholders  to  indemnify  the  stale  against  loss  or  injury  by  giving  her  full  and  ample  secu- 
rity cither  of  real  estate  or  state  stocks  to  the  amount  of  eaoh  separate  stockholder's  share  of  stock  in  the  said 
bank  ;  that  upon  failure  of  the  bank  to  pay  specie  for  its  notes  when  demanded  so  to  do,  the  holder  of  the  same 
may  cause  said  bank  to  be  protested,  and  the  note  from  that  time  shall  bear  an  interest  of  cent,  per  annum. 
And  upon  the  holder  of  such  protested  note  giving  notice  of  such  protest  to  the  governor  or  whatever  person  the 
legislature  may  appoint  for  the  purpose,  he  shall  within  days  from  his  receiving  said  notice  cause  so  muck 
of  the  property  or  slock  as  may  have  been  conveyed  to  indemnify  the  state  against  loss,  to  be  sold  for  specie, 
and  the  protested  note  or  notes  to  be  paid  off  and  discharged.  Or  tbat  the  holder  of  such  protested  bank  note 
shall  be  required  to  sue  for  the  same  in  the  manner  that  suit  may  be  now  brought  on  promissory  notes,  and  re- 
cover the  same  with  interest  and  cost  from  the  date  of  the  protest — for  the  payment  of  which  judgment  the 
stale  shall  bo  bound,  but  to  relieve  itself  shall  have  the  right  to  sell  so  much  of  the  property  conveyed  by  the 
stockholders  us  may  be  necessary  to  pay  the  said  judgment  and  indemnify  her  against  loss  and  damage,  and 
that  the  state  slmll  have  the  right  to  sell  the  property  of  any  one  or  more  stockholders  her  officer  may  think  pro- 
per, and  the  stockholder  or  stockholders  whose  property  shall  have  been  so  sold,  shall  have  a  speedy  legal  re- 
medy against  his  co-stockholders  for  indemnity  and  reimbursement.  And  that  said  committee  have  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vexable  the  resolution  submitted  on  the  seventh  instant  by  Mr.  M'Rae,  together  with 
the  amendment  thereto  proposed  by  Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood,  was  taken  up,  and  the  said  amendment  having  been 
accepted  by  Mr.  M'Rae,  the  resolution  was  adopted  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  banks  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  causes  which  led  to  the  recent  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments  by  certain  banks  of  this  slate;  that  said  committee  enquire  into  the  condition 
and  management  of  such  banks,  and  the  nature  and  measure  of  relief,  if  any,  which  it  is  proper  to  afford  them; 
and  that  they  also  enquire  how  far  the  issue  of  bills  over  one  and  under  five  "dollars  will  have  a  tendency  to  pre- 
vent or  promote  such  a  suspension  in  future. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  incorporating  a  company  to  be  called  the  Princess  Anne  canal  company,  to  cut  a 
canal  in  that  count}'  from  Elizabeth  river  to  North  river,  and  to  clean  out  and  remove  obstructions  in  the  said 
rivers,  as  contemplated  by  the  act  passed  February  the  26th,  1839. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  ihe  expediency 
of  incorporating  a  company  in  the  county  of  Princess  Anne  to  cut  a  canal  from  Kempsville  on  the  Elizabeth 
river  to  Thucsden's  bridge,  or  some  point  near  it  on  the  Lynhaven  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  law  concerning  bail  in  civil  cases,  and  providing  by  law  for  the  re- 
gistry of  judgments  and  decrees  in  certain  cases. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be  instructed  to  en- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  tolls  of  the  Petersburg  rail-road  company,  and  that  they  have  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 


Digitized  by  Google 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  HOUSE  OP  DELEGATES. 


41 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Powell,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  bo  required  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  enacting  a  law  regulating  the  commission  to  be  allowed  commissioners  appointed  by  tbe 
chancery  courts  of  this  commonwealth  for  the  sale  of  real  and  personal  estate,  in  order  that  the  compensation 
throughout  the  state  may  be  uniform,  and  that  said  committee  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bkoadus,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  tenth  section  of  the  act  to  provide  for  the  opening  and  repair  of  the  public 
roads  in  this  commonwealth  (passed  March  3d,  1S35)  as  to  require  that  a  majority  of  all  the  acting  justices  of 
the  county  be  present  when  an  order  is  made  for  building  any  bridge  or  causeway  for  which  a  levy  on  the  tithes 
of  the  county  is  to  be  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  depositions  of  witnesses  to  be  taken  in  cases  where  the  witnesses 
may  not  reside  in  the  county  where  the  suit  is  pending  in  which  they  may  be  summoned. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  leave  of  absence  from  the  service  of  this  house  be  granted  to  Mr.  Baskervillc 
from  to-day  until  the  third  day  of  January  next. 

Mr.  Venablb  presented  a  petition  of  Nathaniel  Penick  and  others,  praying  that  the  Appomattox  river  from 
Morton's  mill  to  Planterstown  may  be  made  a  lawful  fence,  which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee 
of  agriculture  and  manufactures. 

Mr.  Byrd  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  town  of  Winchester,  praying  a  change  in  the  wards  of  said 
town  relative  to  the  election  of  common  councilmen  ;  ulso  an  increase  of  the  number  of  aldermen  of  said  town, 
and  that  the  amount  of  the  debt  of  the  corporation  should  be  limited. 

Mr.  Mitchell  a  petition  of  Howell  Robinson,  praying  a  divorce  from  his  wife  Elizabeth  Robinson. 

Also  a  petition  of  the  said  Elizabeth  Robinson  lor  a  divorce  from  her  husband. 

Mr.  Walden  a  petition  of  John  Peyton,  praying  to  have  refunded  him  from  the  public  treasury  the  amount 
of  a  fine  imposed  upon  him  by  the  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery  for  said  county. 

Mr.  Wade  of  Montgomery  a  petition  of  the  attorneys  practising  in  the  courts  of  the  county  of  Pulaski, 
praying  that  the  time  of  holding  the  quarterly  courts  of  said  county  may  be  changed. 

Which  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Halifax  presented  a  petition  of  the  trustees  of  the  Halifax  academy  praying  an  amendment 
to  the  act  incorporating  said  academy. 

Mr.  Robertson  a  petition  of  Fleming  James  and  others,  praying  the  incorporation  \>f  the  Mercantile 
Library  association  of  the  city  of  Richmond. 

Which  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges. 

Mr.  Wade  of  Montgomery  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Pulaski,  asking  to  change 
the  location  of  the  courthouse  of  said  county;  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  griev- 
ances. 

Mr.  Conn  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Shenandoah,  for  an  amendment  to  the  law  pro- 
viding for  the  appointment  of  flour  inspectors ;  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  agriculture  and  manu- 
factures. 

Mr.  Wilson  from  the  committee  of  agriculture  and  manufactures  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  33.  A  bill  to  revive  and  amend  the  act  incorporating  the  Madison  manufacturing  company. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  presented  a  report  upon  the 
petitions  of  Samuel  Irwin  and  Joseph  Caldwell. 

Mr.  May  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  presented  reports  upon  the  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
manner  of  taking  acknowledgment  of  deeds,  and  upon  the  resolution  on  the  subject  of  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  celebrate  the  rites  of  matrimony ;  also  upon  petitions  from  the  counties  of  Monongalia  and  Pres- 
ton relative  to  the  power  of  courts  in  certain  cases;  and  of  Samuel  Daly  for  the  sale  of  real  estate;  and  the 
following  bills  : 

No.  34.  A  bill  concerning  the  collection  of  taxes,  levies  and  poor  rates;  and 

No.  35.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  Mecklenburg  county. 

Mr.  Stephenson  from  the  committee  of  claims  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  36.  A  bill  concerning  Squire  Sayre. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex  from  the  committee  on  the  clerk's  office  presented  a  report  upon 
the  condition  of  the  office. 

Which  bills  and  reports  were  received  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  14.  A  bill  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  prescribing  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the  taxable  property 
within  this  commonwealth  and  for  collecting  the  public  revenue,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman,  read 
a  second  time,  and  sundry  amendments  made  thereto. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Dorman  further  to  amend  the  same  by  adding  to  the  sixth  section  the  fol- 
lowing :    "  Nor  shall  any  justice  of  the  peace  be  appointed  commissioner  ol  the  revenue,  if  any  other  justice  shall 
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have  held  the  office  in  the  tame  district  or  county  for  the  year  next  preceding,  unless  such  previous  incumbent  shall  have 
died  or  removed  from  the  commonwealth" 

Mr.  Batly  proposed  to  amend  the  said  amendment  by  striking  therefrom  all  after  the  word  revenue  and 
inserting  in  lieu  thereof,  "  unless  it  be  to  reappoint  a  justice  already  holding  the  office." 

And  the  question  being  put  upon  adopting  the  said  amendment  to  the  amendment,  was  determined  in  the 
negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Banks  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Cropper,  Cabell,  Powell,  Hale,  King,  Gregory,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George, 
Lipscomb,  Banks,  Scott  of  Marshall,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  M'Connell,  Hiden,  Aleshire  and  Robert- 
son— 17. 

Noes— Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Southall,  Carpenter,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford, 
Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood, 
Thornburg,  Toler,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworlh,  Craf- 
ford,  Roane,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Byrd,  Smith  of  Glouces- 
ter, Gucrrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clnrk  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hamp- 
shire, Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rac,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds, 
Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmoud,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Orgain,  Taylor  of 
Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Goode,  Clayton,  Evans,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Fulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan, 
Hodges,  Massie,  Watts,  Etheridgc,  Yerby,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Hiner,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Carroll 
of  Preston,  Venable,  Roberts,  Heath,  RatclifTe,  Sturm,  Waldcn,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Rocking- 
ham, Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Crutchficld,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry, 
Prince,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walker,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stanger — 106. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  adopting  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Dorman,  and  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson  the  ayes  and  noes  were  recorded  as  follow  : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Carpenter,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge, 
Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Corbin,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren, 
Broadus,  Wilson,  Roane,  Powell,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Howell,  WTade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Smith  of 
Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen 
of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rac,  Smith  ol  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King 
George,  Fontaine,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Scott  of  Marshall,  Taylor  of 
Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski, 
Hodges,  Massie,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  M'Connell,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  May,  Keen,  Tallman,  Carroll  of  Pres- 
ton, Venable,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Leybnm,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Sbipman,  Quil- 
len,  Conn,  Griever,  Crutchtield,  Spoits,  Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 66. 

Noes — Messrs.  Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Thornburg,  Coleman, 
Cox,  Whilworth,  Ctafibrd,  Alderson,  Payne,  Scvmour,  Hnmlell,  Kennedy.  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and 
Richmond,  Ewing,  Goode,  Clayton,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Tunstall,  Heath,  Sturm,  Smith  of 
Russell,  Bate,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Stephenson,  Goodson  and  Stanger — 35. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman  the  bill  as  amended  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Cri:tchfield  from  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigntion  presented  the  following  bill : 
No.  37.  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road  ;  which  wus  received 
and  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  of  Halifax  the  house  adjourned. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  IS,  1839. 

The  speaker  submitted  a  letter  from  the  governor  transmitting  the  annual  report  of  the  president  and  direc- 
tors of  the  penitentiary  institution  for  the  present  year,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman  was  laid  upon  the  table 
and  ordered  to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  13.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Spotts,  Rcsolnd,  That  the  committee  of  agriculture  anil  manufactures  be  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  incorporating  the  Tazewell  White  sulphur  springs,  and  that  they  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Watts,  Resolved,  That  the  standing  committee  on  banks  be  increased  by  the  addition  of 
two  members. 

The  speaker  announced  the  said  members  to  be  Messrs.  Watts  and  Hodges. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baker,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  considering  all  roads  that  may  be  slopped  for  one  year  without  objection  by  writ- 
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ten  notice  from  some  person  within  the  year,  no  longer  public  roads,  and  that  said  committee  have  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wobthiwotow,  Remdvcd,  That  tbe  committee  for  courts  of  justice  enquire  into  tbe  expe- 
diency of  providing  by  law  that  copies  of  the  record  of  causes  in  the  court  of  appeals  shall  be  printed,  and  that 
said  committee  report  by  bill  or  otherwise  such  rules  or  regulations  relative  thereto  as  may  be  deemed  proper. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rambt,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire  into 
tbe  expediency  of  so  altering  the  law  respecting  grand  and  petit  jurors  that  jurors  in  all  cases  may  receive  a 
compensation  for  their  services ;  and  that  said  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southall,  Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  to  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections 
to  sit  during  the  session  of  this  house  on  this  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crctchfibld,  Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Thomas  II.  List  and  others,  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to 
the  committee  for  court  of  justice. 

Mr.  Venable  from  tl>e  committee  on  banks  presented  a  report  relative  to  the  payment  of  tbe  interest  on  the 
state  debt  in  specie. 

Mr.  Mat  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  presented  the  following  bills  : 

No.  38.  A  bill  requiring  certain  duties  therein  mentioned  of  tbe  court  of  appeals  and  general  court. 

No.  39.  A  bill  concerning  the  county  and  corporation  courts ;  and 

No.  40.  A  bill  concerning  the  Fauquier  and  Alexandria  turnpike  road. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  JFig-Af  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  presented  the  following  bill: 
No.  41.  A  bill  lo  authorize  two  separate  elections  in  the  county  of  Loudoun  and  one  in  tbe  county  of 
Halifax. 

Which  reports  and  bills  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Massik  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Nelson  for  the  establishment  of  a  separate 
election  in  said  county,  which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

Mr.  Spotts  presented  a  petition  of  E.  G.  Harman  late  deputy  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Tazewell,  complain- 
ing that  by  an  error  in  the  commissioner's  books  of  1829  he  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  state  a  sum  beyond  the 
amount  actually  collected  by  him,  and  praying  that  tbe  same  may  be  refunded ;  which  was  ordered  to  be  refer- 
red to  the  committee  of  flnance. 

Mr.  Levhvkn  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Rockbridge  for  the  incorporation  of  a  joint 
stock  company  for  the  improvement  of  the  North  river  in  said  county,  which  was  referred  to  tbe  committee  of 
roads  and  internal  navigation. 

Mr.  Hiuem  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Orange  and  Madison,  asking  the  passage  of 
an  act  declaring  the  Rapid  Anne  river  a  lawful  fence,  which  was  ordered  to  be  rclerrcd  to  the  committee  of  agri- 
culture and  manufactures. 

No.  14.  A  bill  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  prescribing  the  mode  of  ascertaining  tbe  taxable  property 
within  this  commonwealth  and  for  collecting  the  public  revenue,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman  and 
further  amended  on  motions  severally  made,  and  thereupon  the  same  as  amended  was  again  ordered  to  be  laid 
opon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Powell,  Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "an 
act  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  wild  fowl  in  the  counties  of  Accomack  and  Fairfax,"  passed  April  9tb,  1839, 
and  that  Messrs.  Powell,  Bayly,  Cropper,  Yerby  and  RatclifTe  bring  in  the  same. 

No.  4.  An  engrossed  bill  to  incorporate  the  Ligon  coal  mining  company  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  c  lerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  aud  request  their  concurrence. 

No.  15.  A  bill  amending  and  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  and  parts  of  acts  concerning  the  taxes  on 
licenses  to  keepers  of  ordinaries  and  houses  of  private  entertainment,  to  merchants,  to  vendue  masters,  to  bro- 
kers, to  venders  of  lottery  tickets,  to  hawkers  and  pedlars,  to  exhibitors  of  public  shows,  on  law  process,  on 
notarial  seals,  and  certain  other  subjects,  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  5.  A  bill  concerning  the  killing  of  deer  was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  May  ordered  to 
be  committed  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alderson,  Resolved,  That  the  committco  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  authorizing  the  appointment  of  commissioners  in 
certain  cases  to  celebrate  the  rites  of  marriage,"  passed  the  20lh  of  December  1830,  as  to  atitliorize  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  greater  number  of  commissioners  than  as  therein  limited,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wortotngton,  Rewired,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  enquire  into  the  pro- 
priety of  so  amending  the  8lh  section  of  the  act  passed  February  24lh,  1819,  entitled  "an  act  lo  reduce  into 
one  act  the  several  acts  for  regulating  conveyances  and  concerning  wrongful  alienations,"  as  lo  provide  that  the 
list  of  deeds  required  by  that  act  to  be  set  up  at  the  door  of  tbe  courthouse  shall  include  all  deeds  admitted  to 
record  in  the  several  county  and  corporation  courts  of  this  commonwealth,  and  that  said  committee  report  by 
bib"  or  otherwise. 
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Mr.  Carroll  of  Grayson  presented  a  petition  of  the  officers  of  the  152d  regiment  of  militia,  asking  to 
change  the  place  of  training  of  said  regiment. 

Mr.  Kino  a  petition  of  Thomas  Beasly  a  free  man  of  colour  that  the  county  court  of  Giles  county  may  be 
authorized  to  grant  him  the  privilege  of  keeping  and  using  a  firelock. 

The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  militia  laws. 

Mr.  Southall  from  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  presented  a  report  upon  the  memorial  of 
Elbert  H.  Caldwell  complaining  of  the  undue  election  of  John  Scott  the  delegate  from  the  county  of  Marshall, 
which  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mo.  6.  A  bill  discharging  Lillburn  otherwise  called  Lillburn  Pleasants  from  the  penitentiary,  was  read  a 
second  time,  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mav,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

No.  7.  A  bill  divorcing  Virginia  F.  C.  Crawford  from  her  husband  William  A.  It.  Crawford. 

No.  8.  A  bill  concerning  attorneys'  fees ;  and 

No.  9.  A  bill  to  change  the  place  of  the  training  of  the  officers  of  the  96th  regiment  Virginia  militia, 
were  severally  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
The  following  bills  were  read  the  6rst  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  : 
No.  12.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  fall  term  of  the  circuit  superior  court  of  Culpeper. 
No.  13.  A  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  Millford  in  the  county  of  Harrison. 
No.  16.  A  bill  divorcing  Janetta  P.  Allen  from  her  husband  Robert  S.  Allen. 

No.  17.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery  for  the  county 
of  Greenbrier. 

No.  18.  A  bill  divorcing  Asahcl  Joyner  from  his  wife  Julia  Ann. 
No.  19.  A  bill  divorcing  Thomas  Prickett  from  his  wife  Elizabeth. 
No.  20.  A  bill  divorcing  Joel  Ferguson  from  his  wife  Elizabeth;  and 

No.  23.  A  bill  concerning  certain  loans  heretofore  authorized  for  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road. 

No.  21.  A  bill  concerning  western  land  titles  was  read  the  first  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mat  the  second  time ; 
thereupon  an  amendment  was  submitted  by  him,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood  the  bill  and  amend- 
ment were  committed  to  the  committee  which  brought  it  in. 

No.  22.  A  bill  authorizing  James  M.  Smith  to  erect  a  wharf  on  a  part  of  the  public  landing  on  the  east  side 
of  Coan  river  in  the  county  of  Northumberland  was  read  the  first  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  May.  the  second  time, 
and  committed  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

The  following  reports  of  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  were  read : 

The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have  according  to  order  enquired  into  the  propriety  of  repealing  the 
act,  entitled  "  an  act  concerning  apprentices  bound  out  by  overseers  of  the  poor,"  passed  April  Cth,  1839 : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  (his  committee,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  repeal  the  said  act. 

The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  William 
Drummond  and  Elizabeth  Overby,  to  them  referred,  praying  that  the  names  of  John  Jones  Overby  and  Jonah 
Overby  may  be  changed  to  that  of  Drummond,  and  have  come  to  the  following  resolution  thereupon: 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  rejected,  the  circuit  superior 
courts  of  law  and  chancery  of  the  commonwealth  by  an  act  of  the  last  session  having  been  clothed  with  full 
power  in  such  cases. 

The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have  according  to  order  enquired  into  the  expediency  of  furnishing  the 
mayors  and  recorders  of  the  incorporated  towns  of  this  commonwealth  with  copies  of  the  laws  as  justices  of 
the  peace  arc  now  furnished  with  the  same :  Whereupon, 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  furnish  the  mayors  and  recorders  of  incor- 
porated towns  with  the  copies  of  the  laws  aforesaid. 

The  said  resolutions  were  agreed  to  by  the  house,  an  unsuccessful  motion  having  been  made  by  Mr.  Ramby 
to  amend  the  last  resolution  so  as  to  reverse  the  decision  of  the  committee. 

A  further  report  of  said  committee  rejecting  the  petition  of  Samuel  Lyle  and  others,  was  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Venablk  laid  upon  the  table. 

A  report  of  the  committee  of  finance  was  read  as  follows : 

The  committee  of  finance  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  R.  G.  Baylor, 
sheriff"  of  Norfolk  county,  to  them  referred,  praying  that  be  be  allowed  to  make  his  return  for  the  year  1838  of 
his  list  of  land  and  lots  delinquent  for  non-payment  of  taxes  at  the  same  time  that  he  makes  his  return  for  the 
present  year :  Whereupon, 

Rcsolvctl  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  rejected,  inasmuch  as  the  act  of 
March  20th,  1H38,  authorizes  the  auditor  to  grant  the  relief  asked  for. 
The  said  resolution  was  agreed  to. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Lockhidce  the  house  adjourned. 
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THURSDAY,  December  19,  1S39. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfield,  Retailed,  That  the  committee  of  agriculture  and  manufactures  enquire 
into  the  expediency  of  incorporating  the  Hot  springs  company  i'>  the  county  of  Bath. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson,  Resolved,  That  in  future  nil  bills  of  a  general  nature  shall  after  their  first 
reading  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Powell,  Resolccd,  That  the  committee  on  the  militia  laws  be  required  to  enquire  into  the 
expediency  of  bringing  in  a  hill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "an  act  requiring  certain  duties  of  brigadier  gene- 
rals," passed  March  20lh,  1S39,  to  require  of  the  commandants  of  regiments  of  this  commonwealth  to  give  due 
notice  to  the  brigadier  generals  of  their  divisions  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  the  regimental  musters  of 
their  respective  regiments,  and  that  said  committee  report  to  this  house. 

Mr.  Clayton  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  counties  of  .Monongalia  and  Harrison  praying  that  a 
new  county  may  be  formed  out  of  parts  of  said  counties,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions 
and  grievances. 

Mr.  May  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  presented  reports  upon  the  petitions  of  William  Pankey's 
executor  for  the  sale  of  real  estate ;  of  Howel  Robinson  and  wife ;  and  of  Martha  a  free  woman  of  colour ;  also 
the  following  bills : 

No.  42.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  Randolph  county. 

No.  43.  A  bill  divorcing  Charlotte  F.  Helm  from  her  husband  Henry  P.  Helm. 

No.  44.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  Buckingham  county;  and 

No.  45.  A  bill  concerning  witnesses  in  civil  cases. 

Mr.  Venable  from  the  committee  on  banks  presented  the  following  bill : 
No.  46.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Salem  savings  institution,  society  or  bank. 

5  r.  Worthinoton  presented  a  petition  of  the  judge,  members  of  the  bar  and  officers  of  the  circuit  supe- 
rior crurt  of  law  and  chancery  for  Jefferson  county  praying  a  change  in  the  time  of  holding  said  court,  which 
was  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Ramey  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Loudoun  for  the  passage  of  an  act  making 
special  provisions  for  regulating  the  roads  in  said  county,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  roads  and  in- 
ternal navigation. 

No.  6.  An  engrossed  bill  discharging  Lillburn,  otherwise  called  Lillburn  Pleasants  from  the  penitentiary, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

No.  7.  An  engrossed  bill  divorcing  Virginia  F.  C.  Crawford  from  her  husband  William  A.  R.  Crawford,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  the  question  being  put  upon  its  passage  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Venable  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Cropper,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berke- 
ley, Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox, 
Corbin,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broad  us,  Wilson,  CrafTord,  Roane,  Powell,  Scott  of 
Fauquier,  Aldcrson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Carroll  of  Gray- 
son, Erskine,  Taylor  ofHalifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Wor- 
tbington,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Lnwson,  Beard,  Harney,  Lipscomb,  Banks,  Scott  of  Marshall, 
Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Mon- 

fan,  Massie,  Yerby,  Fitzgerald,  M'Connell,  Hiden,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Ratcliflc,  Sturm,  Walden,  Robertson, 
nyder,  Le.yburn,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Gricver,  Ridley,  Fiuhugh, 
Clarke  of  Surry,  Spoils,  Stephenson,  Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 90. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Southall,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Haskins,  Coleman,  Whitworth, 
Marshall,  Howell,  Gibson,  Seymour,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Tayloc  of  King  George, 
Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Harrison,  Orgain,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Goodc,  Hodges, 
Watts,  Hudnall,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Tallman,  Venable,  Roberts,  Heath,  Sbipman,  Crutchfield,  Prince,  Goodson 
and  Stanger— 34. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 
The  following  engrossed  bills  were  read  and  passed  : 
No.  9.  A  bill  concerning  attorneys'  fees ;  and 

No.  10.  A  bill  to  change  the  place  of  the  training  of  the  officers  of  the  ninety-fifth  regiment  of  Virginia 
militia. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 
The  following  bills  were  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  : 
No.  12.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  fall  term  of  the  circuit  superior  court  of  Culpeper. 
No.  13.  A  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  Milford  in  the  county  of  Harrison. 
No.  16.  A  bill  divorcing  Janetta  P.  Allen  from  her  husband  Robert  S.  Allen. 
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No.  17.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery  for  the  couniy  of 
Greenbrier. 

No.  18.  A  bill  divorcing  Asahel  Joyner  from  his  wife  Julia  Ann. 

No.  19.  A  bill  divorcing  Thomas  Prickett  from  his  wife  Elizabeth  ;  and 

No.  20.  A  bill  divorcing  Joel  Ferguson  from  his  wife  Elizabeth. 

No.  23.  A  bill  concerning  certain  loans  heretofore  authorized  for  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road  was  read  a 
second  lime,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wi^lu  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  24.  A  bill  concerning  the  jurisdiction  of  circuit  superior  courts  was  read  the  first,  and  on  motion  of  iMr. 
Jacksox  of  Wood  the  second  lime;  thereupon  an  amendment  was  submitted  thereto  by  him,  and  the  said  bill 
and  proposed  amendment  were  on  his  motion  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  which  brought  it  in. 

The  following  bills  were  read  the  first  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time : 

No.  25.  A  bill  prescribing  the  punishment  for  poisoning  or  attempting  to  poison. 

No.  26.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Clover  hill  coal  mining  and  manufacturing  company. 

No.  27.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Daniel's  run  and  Haii's  ford  lurnpike  company. 

No.  2S.  A  bill  concerning  special  courts  of  appeals. 

No.  29.  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  revision  of  the  laws. 

No.  30.  A  bill  concerning  the  estate  of  George  E.  Harrison  deceased. 

No.  31.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  Amherst  county. 

No.  32.  A  bill  to  amend  the  "  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  lands  late  the  property  of  Cornelia  Hop- 
kins deceased and 

No.  33.  A  bill  to  revive  and  amend  the  act  incorporating  the  Madison  manufacturing  company. 

A  report  of  the  committee  on  banks  reporting  it  inexpedient  to  exonerate  the  Merchants  and  Mechanics 
Bank  at  Wheeling  from  the  penalties  of  the  law  in  case  of  a  suspenson  of  specie  payments  was  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Lee  laid  upon  the  table. 

A  report  of  the  committee  of  claims  rejecting  the  petition  of  I'hilip  Nelson  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bubwell 
of  Clarke  and  Warren  ordered  to  be  recommitted. 

A  report  of  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  rejecting  the  petition  of  Samuel  Irwin  and  Joseph 
Caldwell  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stephkxson  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

A  report  of  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  upon  the  subject  of  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  ce- 
lebrate the  rites  of  matrimony  in  the  counties  of  Fayette  and  Nicholas  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  May  ordered  to  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  following  reports  of  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  were  read  : 

The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have  according  to  order  enquired  into  the  expediency  of  changing  the 
law  so  as  to  authorize  a  single  justice  of  the  peace  to  certify  the  acknowledgment  of  deeds:  Whereupon, 

Resolved  a*  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  the  proposed  change. 

The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Daly  to  them  referred,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  real  estate  therein  mentioned, 
and  have  come  to  the  following  resolution  thereupon: 

Resolved  at  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  I  he  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  rejected. 

The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  petitions  of  sundry 
citizens  of  the  counties  of  Monongalia  and  Preston  to  them  referred,  praying  that  the  power  heretofore  conferred 
on  the  judges  to  affix  additional  punishment  to  that  inflicted  by  the  jury  in  criminal  cases  may  be  taken  away, 
and  have  come  to  the  following  resolution  thereupon: 

Rrsolrnl  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petitions  be  rejected. 

The  said  resolutions  were  severally  agreed  to. 

No.  34.  A  bill  concerning  the  collection  of  taxes,  levies  and  poor  rales,  was  read  the  first  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  May  the  second  lime,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  lo  the  committee  of  finance. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Fox  the  house  adjourned. 


FRIDAY,  December  20,  1839. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  agriculture  and  manufactures  be  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  incorporating  the  Bradford  coal  mining  company  in  the  county  of  Goochland, 
and  that  they  have  leave  lo  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ratcmffe,  Resolced,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire 
into  the  propriety  of  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace  to  actions  of  trespass  to  real  and  per- 
sonal property  where  the  damages  do  not  exceed  the  sum  of  dollars. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  so  much  of  the  first  section  of  the  law  concerning  attachments  against 
non-residents  as  requires  non-resident  defendants  to  give  security  for  the  performance  of  the  decree,  and  that 
they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  letter  from  Josiah  Holleman  the  president  of  the  board  of  principal  asses- 
sors, enclosing  a  resolution  of  the  board  with  a  report  of  a  committee  of  that  board,  which  committee  were  appointed 
to  examine  the  charters  of  joint  stock  and  other  incorporated  companies,  in  order  that  some  amendatory  or  explana- 
legislation  may  be  had  thereupon;  which  letter  and  accompanying  report  were  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dormak 
upon  the  tabic  and  ordered  to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  14.] 

Mr.  May  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  reported  with  amendments  the  following  bill: 
No.  21.  A  bill  concerning  western  land  titles. 

He  also  presented  reports  upon  the  petition  of  Henry  D.  Warwick;  and  upon  the  resolution  concerning 
commissions  on  amount  of  sales  under  decrees. 
And  presented  the  following  bills  : 

No.  47.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  quarterly  courts  of  the  county  of  Pulaski. 

No.  48.  A  bill  concerning  levies  for  the  building  of  bridges  and  causeways. 

No.  49.  A  bill  concerning  executions  and  new  trials  in  cases  upon  warrants  ;  and 

No.  50.  A  bill  concerning  John  Peyton  jr. 

Mr.  Crutchfield  from  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  presented  reports  upon  the  resolu- 
tions concerning  a  survey  of  Craig's  creek  ;  upon  the  expediency  of  incorporating  the  Princess  Anne  canal  com- 
pany ;  and  upon  the  expediency  of  incorporating  a  company  to  cut  a  cannl  from  Kempsville  in  Princess  Anne 
to  Thuesden's  bridge;  and  upon  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Rockbridge  county. 

Mr.  Socthall  from  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  presented  the  following  bills: 

No.  61.  A  bill  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  general  elections  in  this  commonwealth  ;  and 

No.  62.  A  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "  an  act  concerning  general  elections  in  this  commonwealth." 

Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  f  fight  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  presented  the  following  bill: 

No.  53.  A  bill  annexing^  part  of  the  county  of  Mercer  to  the  county  of  Giles. 

Mr.  Socthall  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  town  of  Scoltsville  for  the  location  of  a  branch  bank 
or  agency  of  the  Exchange  Bank  or  Bank  of  Virginia  at  the  said  town  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  banks. 

Mr.  Beard  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Loudoun  for  a  revisal  and  amendment  of  the 
road-laws  of  the  corninou  wealth,  which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navi- 
gation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Soutuall,  Resolved,  That  when  this  house  adjourns  to-day  it  will  adjourn  until  to-mor- 
row morning  ten  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Socthall  the  report  of  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  upon  the  memorial  of 
Elbert  H.  Caldwell,  complaining  of  the  undue  election  of  John  Scott,  the  dclegato  returned  from  the  county  of 
Marshall  to  the  present  house  of  delegates,  was  taken  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southall,  Resolved,  That  Elbert  H.  Caldwell  be  admitted  at  the  bar  of  this  house  to  be 
heard  upon  the  subject  matter  of  said  report.  The  said  report  contained  a  preamble  relative  to  the  notice  fur- 
nished by  the  petitioner  to  the  returned  member  of  his  intention  to  contest  his  election,  in  which  notice  the  votes 
of  Thomas  Clegg  and  others  were  objected  to  in  these  words,  "  not  qualified  to  vote  according  to  the  conslitu* 
tion  and  laws  of  Virginia :"  to  which  objection  Mr.  Scott  objected  as  being  too  general  and  therefore  not  such 
a  notice  as  the  law  requires.  The  committee  overruled  the  objection  and  proceeded  to  examine  the  evidence 
adduced  by  the  parties  to  this  contest. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Socthall  the  following  resolution  was  inserted  as  an  amendment  to  said  report  at  the 
end  of  the  said  preamble  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  objection  of  the  contesting  candidate  annexed  to  the  list  and  names  of  voters  chal- 
lenged on  the  poll  of  the  returned  member  in  these  words  to  wit,  'not  qualified  to  vote  according  to  the  consti- 
tution and  laws  of  Virginia,'  is  sufficient  unless  the  objection  to  any  voter  or  voters  is  that  he  or  they  labour  un- 
der some  express  personal  disability  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  constitution." 

Tbc  first  resolution  declaring  the  votes  of  John  Allen  and  seven  others  to  be  illegal,  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  second  resolution  was  read  as  follows: 

In  relation  to  the  votes  of  the  said  Thomas  Clegg,  John  Henderson,  John  Rogerson,  Francis  Campbell  and 
Charles  M'Keneghan,  the  memorialist  admits  that  each  of  them  possesses  some  one  ol  the  constitutional  qualifi- 
cations to  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage  if  they  were  citizens,  but  he  objects  to  them  as  not  being  citizens  of  the 
United  States. 

By  the  deposition  of  the  said  Thomas  Clegg,  it  appears  "that  he  was  born  in  Ireland  and  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  1792,  forty-seven  years  ago,  that  he  was  then  about  nine  or  ten  years  of  age;  that  he  came 
with  bis  father,  but  does  not  know  whether  his  father  was  naturalized  or  not ;  that  he  had  advised  with  the 
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sheriff  of  Ohio  county  several  years  ago  upon  the  propriety  of  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  who  told  him  that 
it  wa;  not  necessary,  in  consequence  of  his  having  served  a  tour  in  the  army  ;  that  lie  served  in  the  late  war, 
and  was  at  Norfolk  under  capt.  John  Bowest."  By  this  testimony  it  is  seen  that  Thomas  Clegg  is  not  a  citizen 
of  the  United  Stales,  not  having  made  the  declaration  and  taken  the  oath  required  by  law: 

Resolved  then/ore  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Thomas  Clegg  is  illegal. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lee  to  amend  the  said  resolution  by  substituting  therefor  the  following: 
"Resolved,  That  the  notice  of  the  contesting  candidate  in  the  general  terms,  'not  qualified  to  vote  according 
to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  state'  is  not  sufficient  to  raise  the  question  of  alienage  or  other  personal 
disability  of  the  voter." 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  to  amend  the  said  amendment  by  substituting  the 
following : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  notice  docs  not  make  it  incumbent  on  the  sitting  member  to  prove  the  voter  is  a  citizen." 
And  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  heing  under  discussion, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman  the  house  adjourned. 


SATURDAY,  Decemrer  21,  1S39. 

On  motions  severally  made,  Ordered,  That  leave  of  absence  from  the  service  of  this  house  be  granted  to 
Messrs.  Wood  and  V enable  from  this  day  until  the  24th  instant  inclusive. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson,  Resolrcd,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  enquire  in- 
to the  expediency  of  refunding  to  James  G.  West  of  the  county  of  Tyler  the  sum  of  $305  76,  expended  by 
him  in  completing  the  construction  of  the  road  from  Middlebourn  in  the  county  of  Tyler  to  the  Pennsylvania 
line  authorized  by  the  act  of  March  1S31. 

Mr.  Stephenson  presented  several  documents  connected  with  the  said  claim,  which  were  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Watts  from  the  committee  on  the  militia  laws  presented  the  following  bill: 

No.  64.  A  bill  to  establish  a  company  of  light  infantry  in  the  city  of  Richmond. 

Mr.  Powei.i.  according  to  order  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  55.  A  bill  concerning  the  destruction  of  wild  fowl  in  the  counties  of  Accomack  and  Fairfax. 

Mr.  Goode  from  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges  presented  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  citizens  of 
the  county  of  Elizabeth  City  relative  to  the  Hampton  academy. 

Mr.  Toler  presented  a  petition  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Union  academy  in  Campbell  county  for  an 
amendment  of  the  act  incorporating  said  academy. 

Also  a  petition  of  the  trustees  of  the  Concord  female  seminary  for  the  passage  of  an  act  incorporating  said 
seminary. 

Ordered,  That  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southall  the  report  of  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  upon  the  memorial  of 
Elbert  H.  Caldwell,  complaining  of  the  undue  return  of  John  Scott,  as  a  member  of  this  house  from  the  county 
of  Marshall,  was  taken  up  together  with  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Lee  to  the  second  resolution  of  the 
committee  and  the  amendment  thereto  proposed  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight;  and  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight 
having  withdrawn  his  proposed  amendment  with  the  consent  of  the  house,  and  Mr.  Lee  having  in  like  manner 
varied  his  proposition  so  as  to  propose  it  as  an  independent  resolution  to  precede  the  report  of  the  committee 
upon  the  subject  of  the  vote  of  Thomas  Clegg  and  others,  the  question  recurred  upon  the  adoption  of  the  said 
resolution. 

It  is  the  following  :  Resohed,  That  the  notice  of  the  contesting  candidate  in  the  general  terms,  *'  not  quali- 
fied to  vote  according  to  the.  constitution  and  laws  of  this  state"  is  not  sufficient  to  raise  the  question  of  the 
alienage  or  other  personal  disability  of  the  voter. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Robertson  to  amend  the  said  resolution  by  adding  thereto,  "  so  as  to  make  it 
incumbent  on  the  member  claiming  the  vote  to  prove  that  the  voter  is  a  citizen." 

And  the  question  being  for  some  time  under  discussion,  the  previous  question  was  demanded  by  Mr.  Rat- 
cliefe,  and  having  been  sustained  by  the  house,  the  vote  was  taken  upon  the  said  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, and  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coleman  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow  : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Watts,  Robertson,  Stephenson,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 5. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Southall,  Carpenter,  M'Cuc,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mit- 
chell, Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle, 
Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wbilworth,  Craf- 
ford,  Roane,  Powell,  Marshall,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Aldcrson,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker, 
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Byrd,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Erskine,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hamp- 
shire, White,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rac,  Hamlctt,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Wortliington, 
Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Laws/in,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Lipscomb, 
Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Goode,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery 
and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Yerhy,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  M'Connell,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  May,  Tun- 
stall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Roberts,  Heath,  Rauliffe,  Stnrm,  Wnldcn,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Dor- 
man,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Ridley,  Crulchlield,  Fitzliugh,  Prince,  Spotts, 
Walker  and  Sianger — 106. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  adopting  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Lee,  and  the  previous  question  having 
been  demanded  by  Mr.  Butts  and  being  sustained  by  the  house,  the  vote  was  taken  and  determined  in  the 
negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood  the  ayes  and  noes  were  recorded  as  follow : 

Aybs — Messrs.  Bayly,  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Thornburg, 
Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Powell,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Bulls,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of 
Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  While,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Lips- 
comb, Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wado  or  Montgomery 
and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm, 
Robertson,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Prince,  Spotts, 
Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stanger — -55. 

Nobs — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Southnll,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers 
of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  M'Millan,  Kyle,  Toler,  Fox,  Coleman,  Curd  well,  Broadus,  Whit  worth,  Crafford,  Roane, 
Marshall,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wnde  of  Franklin,  Smilh  of  Gloucester,  Erskine,  Gibson, 
Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hnmlett,  Wortliington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ra- 
mey, Harrison,  Evans,  Hodges,  Walls,  Yerby,  Fitzgerald,  M'Connell,  May,  Tunslall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Roberts, 
Walden,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Crutchfield,  Stephenson  and  Walker — 56. 

The  second  resolution  of  the  committee  was  read  as  follows: 

In  relation  to  the  votes  of  the  said  Thomas  Clegg,  John  Henderson,  John  Rogerson,  Francis  Campbell  and 
Charles  M'Keneghan,  the  memorialist  admits  that  each  of  them  possesses  some  one  of  the  constitutional  qualifi- 
cations to  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage  if  they  were  citizens,  but  he  objects  to  them  as  not  being  citizens  of  the 
United  States. 

By  the  deposition  of  the  said  Thomas  Clegg  it  appears  "that  he  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  emigrated  to  the 
United  Slates  in  1792,  forty-seven  years  ago — that  he  was  then  about  nine  or  ten  years  of  age — that  he  camo 
with  his  father,  but  docs  not  know  whether  his  father  was  naturalized  or  not — that  he  had  advised  with  the 
sheriff  of  Ohio  county  several  years  ago  upon  the  propriety  of  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  who  told  him  that 
it  was  not  necessary  in  consequence  of  his  having  served  a  lour  in  the  army — that  he  served  in  the  late  war, 
ami  was  at  Norfolk  under  captain  John  Bowest."  By  this  testimony  it  is  seen  that  Thomas  Clegg  is  not  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  Stales,  not  having  made  the  declaration  and  taken  the  oalh  required  by  law  : 

Itcsolccd  therefore  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Thomas  Clegg  is  illegal. 

The  question  was  put  upon  agreeing  to  the  said  resolution  and  was  determined  in  the  ufErmulive. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Byud  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Southall,  M'Cuc,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers 
of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Kyle,  Toler,  Fox,  Coleman,  Card  well,  Broadus,  Whit  worth,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scuit  of 
Fauquier,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Erskine,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rae, 
Hamlett,  Gregory,  Wortliington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Lawson,  Beard,  Rarney,  Harri- 
son, Smilh  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Goode,  Evans,  Hodges,  Walts,  Ycrby,  Fitzgerald,  M'Connell,  Tunstall, 
Keen,  Tallman,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Grievcr,  Crutchfield,  Spoils,  Stephenson, 
Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 60. 

Noes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Haskins, 
Thornburg,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Crafford,  Powell,  Hnwcll,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Carroll  of 
Graysou,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  While,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of 
Isle  "of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Clay- 
ton, Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  May, 
Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  "Sturm,  Snyder,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Prince, 
Good  son  and  Stanger — 55. 

The  third  resolution  declaring  the  vote  of  John  Henderson  illegal; 

The  fourth  declaring  ihc  vote  of  Francis  Campbell  illegal; 

The  fifih  declaring  the  vote  of  John  Rogerson  illegal ; 

The  sixth  declaring  the  vote  of  Charles  M'Kenneghan  illegal,  were  severally  agreed  to. 
The  seventh  resolution  declaring  ihc  vote  of  Jacob  Cofield  illegal  was  passed  over  for  the  present  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Chapman. 

13 
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The  eighth  resolution  declaring  ihc  vote  of  Robert  Rush  illegal  was  also  agreed  to. 
The  ninth  resolution  is  the  following: 

In  relation  to  the  votes  of  the  said  William  H.  Kirkman,  Joshua  Burge,  James  Criswell,  Edward  Wilkin- 
son and  William  Travis,  it  appears  by  their  own  depositions  that  they  were  upwards  of  twenty-one  years  old  at 
the  last  election  in  the  county  of  Marshall — had  been  housekeepers  and  heads  of  families  more  than  twelve 
months  preceding  said  election — had  been  assessed  with  a  part  of  the  revenue  of  the  commonwealth  for  the 
year  1S38,  and  had  paid  the  same  before  they  voted.  By  reference  to  the  property  book  of  the  said  county  for 
the  year  1S3S,  it  appears  that  they  were  assessed  with  a  part  of  the  revenue,  and  by  reference  to  the  list  of  de- 
linquents returned  to  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  by  the  sheriff  of  said  county  for  the  said  year,  it  appears 
that  the  said  Kirkman,  Burge,  Criswell  and  Travis  were  returned  delinquent. 

Resolved  therefore,  That  the  votes  of  the  said  William  H.  Kirkman,  Joshua  Burge,  James  Criswell,  Ed- 
ward Wilkinson  and  William  Travis  are  illegal. 

The  saiJ  resolution  having  been  fir  some  time  under  discussion,  the  previous  question  was  demanded  by 
Mr.  Bvrd,  and  being  sustained  by  the  house,  the  question  was  put  thereupon  and  was  determined  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Southall,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwrll  of  Bedford,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Kyle,  Tolcr, 
Fox,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Broadns,  Koanc,  Marshall,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Alderson,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin, 
Smith  of  Gloucester,  Erskine,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'llae,  Hamlelt,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tnyloe  of 
King  George,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Evans,  Hodges,  Walls,  Yerby, 
M'Conncll,  Keen,  Tullman,  Roberts,  Waldcn,  Leyburu,  Donnan,  CrulchGeld,  Stephenson,  Walker,  and  Jackson 
of  Wood— 18. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan, 
Meredith,  Huskins,  Thornburg,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Whitworth,  Crallbrd,  Powell,  Payne, 
Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hamp- 
shire, White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Lipscomb,  Orgain, 
Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski, 
Myers  of  Morgan,  Hndnall,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Alcshire,  Iliner,  May.  Tunstall,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Rat- 
cllfle,  Sturm,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Kockingham,  Shipnian,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillet),  Conn,  Bare, 
Gricver,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Prince,  Spoils,  Good  son  and  Stangrr — G7. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfielu  the  further  consideration  of  the  said  report  was  postponed  uniil  Tuesday 
the  31  si  instant. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchiield,  Resolved,  That  when  this  house  adjourns  to-day  it  will  adjourn  until  Mon- 
day twelve  o'clock. 

And  then  on  his  motion  the  house  adjourned. 


MONDAY,  December  23,  1839. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M'Connell,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges  be  directed  to  enquire 
into  the  piopriely  of  releasing  all  the  right  and  interest  of  the  commonwealth  in  any  vacant  and  ungranted  lands 
to  the  respective  counties  in  which  the  same  are  situated  for  the  purposes  of  education  and  of  devoting  the  same 
exclusively  to  that  object. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dokmax,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  requiring  the  presidents  and  directors  of  turnpike  companies  obtaining  the  leave 
of  the  county  courts  before  they  appropriate  the  public  roads  established  by  law  to  the  uses  of  such  companies. 

Mr.  Mat  from  the  committee  lor  courts  of  justice  reported  with  amendments  the  following  bills: 

No.  5.  A  bill  concerning  the  killing  of  deer. 

No.  24.  A  bill  concerning  the  jurisdiction  of  circuit  superior  courts  ;  and  presented 

No.  5G.  A  bill  providing  for  the  arrest  and  detention  of  fugitives  from  justice  from  other  states. 

Mr.  Cri  tchkield  from  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  presented  the  following  bills: 

No.  57.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "an  net  declaring  Greenbrier  river  a  public  highway;"  and 

No.  58.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Wintcrpock  rail-road  company. 

Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  presented  the  following  bills : 
No.  59.  A  bill  to  amend  and  explain  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  establishing  the  county  of  Pulaski  of  parts  of 
the  counties  of  Montgomery  and  Wythe;"  and 

No.  60.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Western  insurance  company. 
And  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  Abram.  B.  Hooc. 
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Mr.  Stephenson  presented  sundry  documents  to  lie  used  as  evidence  in  the  contested  election  from  the 
county  of  Monongalia,  which  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections. 

Mr.  May  presented  a  petition  of  Susan  C.  Bolts  praying  a  release  of  the  commonwealth's  right  to  a  lot  in 
the  town  of  Petersburg. 

Mr.  Robertson  a  petition  of  Harriet  II.  Perry  to  he  divorced  from  her  husband  William  Perry. 
Which  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  lor  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Haskixs  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  town  of  Lawrenceville  in  the  county  of  Brunswick  for 
authority  to  discontinue  a  street  in  said  town  and  to  open  another. 

Mr.  M'Cub  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Augusta  to  change  the  place  of  holding  a  separate  elec- 
tion in  said  county. 

Which  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  proposition?  and  grievances. 

Mr.  Gibson  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Hampshire  to  incorporate  a  company  for  the 
construction  of  a  turnpike  road  from  Moorficld  in  the  county  of  Hardy,  down  the  valley  of  Patterson's  creek,  to 
the  mouth  of  said  creek  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal 
navigation. 

No.  23.  A  bill  concerning  certain  loans  heretofore  authorized  for  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road,  was  taken 
up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gibson  and  read  a  second  time  ;  thereupon  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of 
Wight  that  the  same  be  recommitted,  with  instructions  lo  the  committee  so  to  amend  it  as  lo  provide  for  raising 
the  money  proposed  to  be  borrowed  by  a  sale  of  bank  stock  belonging  to  the  fund  for  internal  improvement. 

And  the  question  being  put  upon  the  said  proposition  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  «f  hie  «/'  Wight  ihe  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Roane,  Powell,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Fontaine, 
Scott  of  Marshall,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Hudnall,  Katclifle,  Ridley,  Prince  and  Walker — 13. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Souihall,  Carpenter,  M'Cue,  Stunrt,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mit- 
chell, Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewi?,  M'Millan,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Thornburg,  Toler, 
Fox,  Coleman,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale,  Byrd,  King, 
Carroll  of  Grayson,  Eiskine,  Butts,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  While,  Seymour,  Lee,  Arm- 
Strong,  M'Kae,  Humlctt,  Worthington,  Reynolds,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard,  Barney,  Harrison,  Orgain,  Banks, 
Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chapman,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Allvn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Fitzge- 
rald, M'Connell,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallmnn,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Roberts,  Heath,  Sturm, 
Robertson,  Snyder,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Gricvcr, 
Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Slanger — S3. 

The  said  hill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  fallowing  engrossed  bills  were  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  viz: 

No.  12.  A  bill  chancing  the  time  of  holding  the  fall  term  of  (he  circuit  superior  court  of  Culpcpcr. 
No.  13.  A  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  Milford  in  the  county  of  Harrison. 

No.  17.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court'of  law  and  chancery  for  the  county  of 
Greenbrier. 

No.  IS.  A  bill  divorcing  Asahel  Joyner  from  his  wife  Julia  Ann. 
No.  19.  A  bill  divorcing  Thomas  Prickctt  from  his  wile  Elizabeth. 
No.  20.  A  bill  divorcing  Joel  Ferguson  from  his  w  ife  Elizabeth. 

Ordered,  That  (he  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 
An  engrossed  bill  divorcing  Janelta  P.  Allen  from  her  husband  Robert  S.  Allen  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  May 
laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  21.  A  bill  concerning  western  land  titles  with  the  amendment  thereto  proposed  by  the  committee  for 
courts  of  justice,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  May  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  bills  were  rend  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  viz: 

No.  25.  A  bill  prescribing  the  punishment  for  poisoning  or  attempting  to  poison. 

No.  26.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Clover  hill  coal  mining  and  iron  manufacturing  company. 

No.  28.  A  bill  concerning  special  courts  of  appeals. 

No.  30.  A  bill  concerning  the  estate  of  George  E.  Harrison  deceased. 

No.  31.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  Amherst  county. 

No.  32.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  lands  late  the  property  of  Cornelia  Hopkins 
deceased;  and 

No.  33.  A  bill  to  revive  and  amend  the  act  incorporatin?  the  Madison  manufacturing  company. 

No.  27.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Daniel's  run  and  Hail's  ford  turnpike  company  was  read  a  second  time, 
amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burwell  of  Bedford,  and  as  amended  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

No.  29.  A  bill  to  provide  for  a  revision  of  the  laws  was  read  a  second  time,  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mat, 
and  a  further  amendment  having  been  offered  by  Mr.  Crutchfield,  the  said  bill  and  amendment  was  ordered  to 
be  laid  upon  the  table  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight. 
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No.  37.  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road  was  read  the  first  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Gibson  the  second  lime,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  which  brought  it  in. 
The  following  bills  were  read  the  first  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time,  viz: 
No.  35.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  Mecklenburg  county. 
No.  36.  A  bill  concerning  Squire  Snyrc;  and 

No.  33.  A  bill  requiring  certain  duties  therein  mentioned  of  the  court  of  appeal*  and  general  court. 
The  following  report  was  rend  and  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table: 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  clerk's  office  have  in  obedience  to  order  performed  that  duty, 
and  report, 

That  they  have  examined  with  care  into  the  condition  of  the  books  and  papers  of  the  office  and  find  them 
neatly  and  systematically  arranged,  so  as  to  afford  a  ready  and  convenient  reference  thereto. 

That  the  enrolled  bills  for  each  year  arc  carefully  preserved  in  separate  tin  cases,  and  upon  examination  of 
some  of  them  the  most  ancient  were  found  in  a  good  stale  of  preservation.  The  original  petitions,  executive 
communications,  resolutions  and  rough  bill.*,  were  also  found1  to  be  filed  in  regular  succession  and  in  neat  order. 
The  journals  of  the  house  up  to  the  present  time  were  also  found  carefully  bound  and  in  like  good  condition. 
Your  committee  also  find  that  the  clerk  has  complied  with  the  law  requiring  schedules  of  petitions  and  an  index 
of  the  journal  to  be  made  out. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  following  resolution  of  the  committee  on  banks  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  banks  not  considering  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  28th  March  183S, 
entitled  "  an  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  public  debt  in  specie  or  its  equivalent,  allow* 
ing  to  the  banks  a  credit  in  account  with  the  commonwealth  for  whatever  premium  or  discount  the  said  banks 
may  bo  subjected  to  by  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  state  debt  in  specio"  to  have  been  affected  by  the  Into  act 
entitled  "an  act  for  the  temporary  relief  of  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth,"  passed  December  11th,  1839, 
asks  to  be  discharged  from  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  referred  to  them  on  that  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman  the  house  adjourned  until  to-morrow  twelvo  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  December  24,  1839. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  M'Rae  that  the  house  adopt  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  all  reports  of  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  on  the  subject  of  contested  elections 
shall  be  printed  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  and  one  copy  of  such  report  furnished  to  each  member  of  this 
bouse. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson,  Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M'Connell,  Rcioitcd,  That  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures  be  directed 
to  enquire  into  the  propriety  of  incorporating  the  Western  Virginia  silk  and  agricultural  society. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  enquire 
into  the  expediency  of  incorporating  a  company  to  make  a  road  from  Elizabeth  in  the  county  of  Wood  to  inter- 
sect the  Staunton  and  Parkersburg  road  at  or  near  ihe  Big  Ripple  on  the  Little  Kanawha  in  the  county  of  Wood  ; 
also  to  build  n  toll-bridge  over  the  Little  Kanawha  at  the  said  Big  Hippie. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M'Rae,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justico  be  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  courts  of  this  commonwealth  to  condemn  as  much  land  for  the  purpose  of  a 
ditch  or  canal  as  may  be  necessary  to  straighten  any  stream  or  drain  the  contiguous  lands  of  the  applicant. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman,  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  governor's  message  as  relates  to  the  Virginia 
military  institute  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  militia  laws. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  required  to  communicate  to  this 
house  the  amount  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  United  Stales  deposited  with  this  state,  and  when  deposited,  the 
amount  of  interest  received  from  I  lie  loan  of  it  before  it  was  invested  in  bank  stocks,  and  when  so  invested,  and 
the  amount  of  dividends  received  from  the  same.  Also  the  amount  of  money  which  has  been  borrowed  by  the 
state  to  pay  its  subscription  to  bank  stocks  ;  the  amount  of  interest  which  is  due  or  has  been  paid  on  said  loans, 
and  the  amount  of  dividends  which  is  due  or  has  been  received  on  the  stocks  to  pay  for  which  said  loans 
were  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Armstrong,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  ameuding  the  laws  of  this  common  wealth  as  to  subject  the  real  estate  of  a  testator  or 
intestate  to  the  payment  of  his  debts,  whether  the  same  be  due  by  bond  binding  on  the  heirs  or  otherwise,  and 
that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson,  Ordered,  That  the  communication  from  Josiah  Holleman,  president  of  the 
board  of  principal  assessors,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  finance. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Ratclippb,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire 
into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M'Rae,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  finance  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  amending  so  much  of  the  law  which  provides  for  the  payment  of  poor  rates  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  November  in  every  year  so  as  to  require  the  sheriffs  or  other  collector  to  make  payment  on  or  before  the  15th 
day  of  December  in  every  year.  And  that  said  committee  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  the  clerks 
of  this  commonwealth  until  the  first  day  of  July  to  put  their  fees  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriffs  instead  of  the  time 
now  allowed  by  law. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Birwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  llcsolvcd,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be 
required  to  enquire  into  the  propriety  and  equity  of  authorizing  the  county  and  corporation  courts  of  this  com- 
monwealth to  lay  their  county  levies  and  poor  rales  on  other  objects  of  taxation  than  those  now  authorized 
by  law. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson,  Ordered,  That  135  copies  of 'the  report  of  the  committee  of  privileges  and 
elections  upon  the  memorial  of  Elbert  H.  Caldwell  complaining  of  the  undue  election  of  John  Scott,  the  mem- 
ber returned  from  the  county  of  Marshall,  be  printed. 

Mr.  Chapman  presented  a  petition  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Red  and  Blue  Sulphur  springs 
turnpike  company  praying  that  three  fifths  of  the  capital  stock  of  said  company  may  be  subscribed  on  the  part 
of  the  commonwealth,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 

Mr.  Burwell  of  Bedford  presented  a  petition  of  the  president  and  trustees  of  the  New  London  academy 
praying  an  appropriation  for  the  further  repair  of  that  institution  from  the  surplus  of  the  literary  fund,  which 
was  referred  to  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges. 

Mr.  Stanger  presented  petitions  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Pulaski  for  a  change  of  the  site  for  the  erec- 
tion of  the  public  buildings  for  said  county. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Rockingham  submitted  a  document  to  sustain  the  petition  for  a  change  of  the  site  of  the  public 
buildings  in  the  said  county  of  Pulaski. 

Mr.  Spotts  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Mercer  praying  that  a  part  of  the  said  county  may  be 
added  to  the  county  of  Tazewell. 

Mr.  Wade  of  Franklin  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Franklin  to  change  the  place  of  holding  a  se- 
parate election  in  said  county. 

Which  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

Mr.  Beard  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Loudoun  asking  that  the  court  of  said  county 
be  authorized  to  allow  a  greater  reward  for  killing  wolves  than  the  law  now  authorizes,  which  was  referred  to 
the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  May  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  presented  the  following  bill: 

No.  61.  A  bill  amending  the  charter  of  the  town  of  Winchester. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  M'Connbll  the  following  report  of  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  was 
taken  up  and  read  : 

The  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  peti- 
tions of  Samuel  Irwin  and  Joseph  Caldwell  of  the  city  of  Wheeling  and  South  Wheeling  in  the  county  of  Ohio 
to  them  referred,  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  authorizing  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  to  construct  at  their 
own  expense  wharves  on  their  lots  of  land  lying  on  the  bank  of  the  Ohio  river  in  said  city  of  such  dimensions 
as  they  may  think  proper,  so  that  the  same  shall  not  obstruct  or  impair  the  navigation  of  said  river,  and  to 
charge  such  fees  for  all  vessels,  boats  and  rafts  using  said  wharves,  and  to  enforce  payment  in  the  same  manner 
and  under  the  same  penalties  as  now  arc  or  may  be  fixed  from  lime  to  time  by  the  mayor  and  commonalty  of 
the  said  city,  for  the  use  of  the  wharves  and  landings  belonging  to  the  corporation,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the 
general  assembly  passed  on  the  9th  March  1827,  entitled  "  an  act  concerning  the  town  of  Wheeling,"  or  with 
such  modifications  as  the  general  assembly  may  think  proper :  Whereupon, 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petitioners  be  rejected  :  they  having 
by  law  the  right  or  privilege  which  they  ask. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  M'Connbll  to  amend  the  said  resolution  by  striking  out  the  words  "  be  rejected: 
having  by  law  the  right  or  privilege  which  they  ask,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "is  reasonable/" 
the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
The  resolution  was  then  again  laid  upon  the  table  on  Mr.  M'Connell's  motion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Worthinoton,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  enquire  into  the  neces- 
sity of  amending  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  relating  to  the  circuit  superior  courts  of  law  and  chancery  so 
far  as  the  same  relate  to  the  appointment  of  receivers  of  said  court9,  and  that  said  committee  by  bill  or  other- 
wise report  what  further  provisions,  if  any,  are  expedient,  regulating  the  appointment  and  government  of  said 
officers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ramby,  Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  board  of  public  works  be  instructed  to 
transmit  to  this  house  such  information  as  the  said  board  may  be  possessed  of  touching  the  constructing  of  cer- 
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tain  locks  along  ihe  line  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  required  to  be  constructed  agreeably  lo  tbe  act,  en- 
titled "nn  act  to  authorize  a  subscription  on  the  part  of*  the  state  of  Virginia  to  the  stock  of  "the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  canal  company,"  passed  February  20,  1333. 

Mr.  Robertson  presented  a  petition  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company  praying  for  an  amendment 
of  their  charter,  which  was  referred  lo  tbe  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson  the  said  petition  was  ordered  to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  16.] 

Mr.  Bvrd  presented  petitions  of  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Morgan  and  Frederick  for  the  construction  of  a 
turnpike  road  from  Winchester  to  tbe  town  of  Bath  in  the  county  of  Morgan,  which  were  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 

The  speaker  submitted  a  letter  from  the  governor  transmitting  a  communication  from  the  captain  of  the 
public  guard  and  superintendent  of  the  armory  accompanied  by  reports;  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson  of 
Wood  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  16.] 

No.  23.  An  engrossed  bill  concerning  certain  loans  heretofore  authorized  for  tbe  Northwestern  turnpike  road, 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight  the  ayes  and  noes  upon  the  passage  thereof  were  recorded  as 
follow  : 

Ayes — Messrs.  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hannah,  Jackson  of 
Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Aldcrson, 
Payne,  Howell,  Hale,  Wudc  of  Franklin,  Byrd,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson, 
Allen  of  Hampshire,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Worlhington,  Reynolds,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Ramey, 
Harrison,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chnpman,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough, 
M'Connell,  Aleshire,  Staples,  Hiner,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Roberts,  Sturm,  Robert- 
son, Leybnrn,  Dorman,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Conn,  Bare,  Gricver,  Cruichfield,  Spoils,  Siephenson, 
Goodson,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stanger — 66. 

Noes — Messrs.  Cropper,  Cox,  Roane,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Fontaine,  Orgain,  Banks, 
Scolt  of  Marshall,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Ratclitic,  Snyder  and  Walker — 14. 

The  followina;  engrossed  bills  were  also  read  a  third  lime  and  passed,  viz  : 

No.  25.  A  bill  prescribing  the  punishment  for  poisoning  or  atlcmpling  to  poison. 

No.  26.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Clover  hill  coal  mining  and  iron  manufacturing  company. 

No.  27.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Daniel's  run  and  Hail's  ford  turnpike  company. 

No.  28.  A  bill  concerning  special  courts  of  appeals. 

No.  30.  A  bill  concerning  the  estate  of  George  E.  Harrison  deceased. 

No.  31.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  Amherst  county. 

No.  32.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  lands  late  the  property  of  Cornelia  Hop- 
kins tleceascd. 

No.  33.  A  bill  to  revive  and  amend  the  acl  incorporating  the  Madison  manufacturing  company. 
Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  bills  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 
No.  5.  A  bill  concerning  the  killing  of  deer;  and 

No.  24.  A  bill  concerning  the  jurisdiction  of  circuh  superior  courts;  heretofore  reported  from  the  commit- 
tee for  courts  of  justice  with  amendments,  were  taken  up,  and  the  said  amendments  being  agreed  to,  the  said 
bills  as  amended  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  ami  read  a  third  lime. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wi%kt,  Ordered,  That  ihe  said  last  bill  be  printed. 

No.  33.  A  b'.H  changing  ihe  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  Mecklenburg  county ;  and 

No.  36.  A  bill  '.oncerning  Squire  Sayre ;  were  read  the  second  lime  and  ordered  lo  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  lime. 

.No.  39.  A  bill  concerning  the  county  and  corporation  courts,  was  read  the  first  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  of  Halifax  the  house  adjourned  until  Monday  the  30th  instant  at  twelve  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  December  30,  1839. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans,  Ilcsohcd,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justico  be  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  amending  an  acl,  entitled  "an  acl  (passed  the  third  day  of  April  1839)  authorizing  the  county 
court  of  Monongalia  county  lo  borrow  money  for  certain  purposes  therein  mentioned  ;"  so  as  to  aulborize  said 
court  to  appoint  a  commissioner  to  transact  tbe  business  for  said  court  under  such  penalties  as  will  secure  the 
ailbful  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wi%ht  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  presented  the  following  bill : 
No.  62.  A  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  the  house  of  George  Swhier  in  tbe  county  of  Frederick. 
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The  speaker  presented  a  petition  of  Joseph  Fawcctt  and  others  asking  the  passage  of  a  resolution  appro- 
ving tbe  call  of  a  national  convention  lo  declare  that  all  acts  of  legislation  granting  charters  to  banking  compa- 
nies and  other  associations  for  the  purpose  of  making  and  circulating  paper  money  violate  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson  was  ordered  to  lie  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Wadb  of  Montgomery  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Pulaski  remonstrating  against 
the  change  of  the  location  of  the  public  buildings  in  said  county. 

Mr.  Smith  of  llockingham  a  petition  of  Richard  Pickering  asking  to  change  the  name  of  the  town  of  Sparta 
in  the  county  of  Rockingham. 

Mr.  Spotts  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Tazewell  for  the  establishment  of  a  separate  election  at 
Floyd's  store  in  said  county. 

The  said  petitions  wete  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

Mr.  Clark  if  Halifax  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  ot  Halifax  for  an  enlarged  and  more 
efficient  system  of  primary  schools,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges. 

Mr.  M'Connell  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Ohio  asking  the  passage  of  an  act  autho- 
rizing the  Northwestern  Bank  and  the  Merchants  and  Mechanics  Bank  of  Wheeling  to  issue  notes  of  a  less  deno- 
mination than  five  dollars;  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  banks. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  read  and  passed  : 

No.  6.  A  bill  concerning  the  killing  of  deer;  and 

No.  3d.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  Mecklenburg  county. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  bills  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

No.  24.  An  engrossed  bill  concerning  the  jurisdiction  of  circuit  superior  courts,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son of  Wood  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  36.  An  engrossed  bill  concerning  Squire  Sayro  was  read  a  third  time  ;  thereupon  the  furthc/ considera- 
tion thereof  was  indefinitely  postponed  on  motion  of  Mr.  Shipman. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shipman  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow: 

Aves — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Meredith,  Haskins, 
Flood,  Toler,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Broadus,  Whitworth,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  King,  Erskine,  Butts,  Taylor  of 
Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and 
Richmond,  Ewing,  Harrison,  Banks,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Chapman,  Watts,  Hudnall,  Staples,  Tun- 
stall,  Tallman,  Heath,  RatclirTe,  Sturm,  Robertson,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell, 
Quillen,  Bare,  Gricvcr,  Ridley,  Spotts  and  Goodson — 49. 

Nobs — Messrs.  Cropper,  Carpenter,  M'Cuo,  Stuart,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan, 
Thornburg,  Fox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Alderson,  Howell,  Byrd,  Carroll  of- Grayson,  Allen  of  Hamp- 
shire, Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Worlhinglon,  Lawson,  Ramcy,  Scott  of  Marshall,  Clayton,  Evans,  Wade  of 
Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Fitzgerald,  M'Connell,  Aleshirc,  Hiner,  Keen,  Carroll  of  Preston, 
Snyder,  Leyburn,  Venable,  Conn,  Stephenson,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stanger — 39. 

Raolted,  That  said  bill  be  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harrison,  ltetolced,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  an  act,  entitled  "an  act  to  amend  an  act  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts 
for  the  better  securing  the  payment  of  rents,"  &c.  as  to  permit  the  tenant  to  set  up  any  and  all  legal  defences 
that  he  may  have  against  the  attachment  of  his  landlord. 

No.  3S.  A  bill  requiring  certain  duties  therein  mentioned  of  the  court  of  appeals  and  general  court  was  read 
a  second  time  and  ordered  lo  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

No.  39.  A  bill  concerning  the  county  and  corporation  courts  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gibson  ordered  to  be  laid 
upon  the  tabic. 

No.  40.  A  bill  concerning  the  Fauquier  and  Alexandria  turnpike  road  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Worthington 
laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  44.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  tbe  circuit  superior  court  of  Buckingham  county  was  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Flood  laid  upon  the  table. 

Tbe  following  bills  were  read  the  first  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time,  viz: 

No.  41.  A  bill  to  authorize  two  separate  elections  in  the  countv  of  Loudoun  and  one  in  the  county  of 
Halifax. 

No.  42.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  Randolph  county. 
No.  43.  A  bill  divorcing  Charlotte  F.  Helm  from  her  husband  Henry  P.  Helm. 
No.  45.  A  bill  concerning  witnesses  in  civil  cases. 

No.  46.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Salem  savings  institution,  society  or  bank. 

No.  47.  A  bill  changing  the  lime  of  holding  the  quarterly  courts  "of  the  county  of  Pulaski. 

No.  4S.  A  bill  concerning  levies  for  the  building  of  bridges  and  causeways. 

No.  49.  A  bill  concerning  executions  and  new  trials  in  cases  upon  warrants. 

No.  50.  A  bill  concerning  John  Peyton  jr. 
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No.  51.  A  bill  to  change  the  time  of  hnlding  the  general  elections  in  this  commonwealth. 

No.  52.  A  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "  an  act  concerning  general  electioos  in  this  commonwealth." 

No.  53.  A  bill  annexing  a  part  of  the  county  of  Mercer  to  the  county  of  Giles. 

No.  64.  A  bill  to  establish  a  company  of  light  infantry  in  the  city  of  Richmond. 

No.  56.  A  bill  providing  for  the  arrest  and  detention  of  fugitives  from  justice  from  other  slates. 

No.  57.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  declaring  Greenbrier  river  a  public  highway." 

No.  68.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Wintcrpock  rail-road  company. 

No.  59.  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  explaining  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  establishing  the  county  of  Pulaski  of 
parts  of  the  counties  of  Montgomery  and  Wythe." 

No.  60.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Western  insurance  company;  and 
No.  61.  A  bill  amending  the  charter  of  the  town  of  Winchester. 

No.  55.  A  bill  concerning  the  destruction  of  wild  fowl  in  the  counties  of  Accomack  and  Fairfax,  was  read 
the  first,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ratcliffe  a  second  lime  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  which 
brought  it  in. 

Reports  of  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  rejecting  the  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of 
Rockbridge  for  the  incorporation  of  a  joint  stock  company  to  improve  the  North  river;  and  reporting  it  inexpe- 
dient to  incorporate  the  Princess  Anne  canal  company,  were  on  motions  severally  made  ordered  to  be  laid  upon 
the  table. 

The  following  reports  of  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  were  read  and  agreed  to: 
The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  Mar- 
tha, a  free  woman  of  colour,  to  them  referred,  praying  that  she  may  be  permitted  to  remain  as  a  free  person  in 
the  commonwealth  and  to  reside  in  the  county  of  Prince  William,  and  have  come  to  the  following  resolution 
thereupon : 

Rewind  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  rejected,  the  county  and  cor- 
poration courts  having  full  power  to  grant  the  privilege  prayed  for. 

The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have  according  to  order  enquired  into  the  expediency  of  enacting  a  law 
regulating  the  commissions  to  be  allowed  to  commissioners  appointed  by  the  chancery  courts  of  this  common- 
wealth for  the  sale  of  real  and  personal  estate,  in  order  thai  the  compensation  throughout  the  slate  may  be  uni- 
form :  Whereupon, 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  enact  such  a  law,  the  act  of  the  21st  March 
1836,  regulating  commissions  in  such  cases,  amply  providing  for  the  subject  aforesaid. 

The  commitlee  for  courts  of  justice  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  James 
Pankcy,  executor  of  William  Pan  key  deceased,  to  them  referred,  praying  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  him 
to  sell  certain  lands  therein  mentioned  belonging  to  the  estate  of  his  testator,  and  have  come  to  the  following 
resolution  thereupon  : 

Resohed  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  rejected,  the  courts  of  chan- 
cery having  under  existing  laws  jurisdiction  of  the  matter. 

The  coinmillcc  for  courts  of  justice  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  petitions  of  Howell 
Robinson  and  Elizabeth  his  wife," formerly  Elizabeth  Wood,  to  them  referred,  praying  that  they  may  be  divorced, 
and  have  come  to  the  following  resolution  thereupon  : 

Rtsolrtd  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petitions  be  rejected. 

A  further  report  of  said  committee  rejecting  the  petition  of  Henry  D.  Warwick,  was  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Toler  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  said  committee. 

The  following  imports  of  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  were  read  and  agreed  to: 

The  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  have  according  to  order  enquired  into  "  the  expediency  of 
incorporating  a  company  in  the  county  of  Princess  Anne  to  cut  a  canal  from  Keinpsville  on  the  Elizabeth  river 
to  Thucsdcn's  bridge,  or  sonic  point  near  it,  on  the  Lynhaven  river:"  Whereupon, 

Resolced  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  incorporate  a  company  for  said  purpose. 

The  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  have  according  to  order  enquired  into  "the  expediency  of 
directing  a  survey  of  Craig's  creek  to  be  made  by  the  principal  engineer  from  its  mouth  to  the  town  of  New 
Castle  in  the  county  of  Botetourt,  with  a  view  to  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  said  creek  in  the  mode 
deemed  most  advisable,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  such  improvement  and  the  public  be- 
nefits to  be  expected  therefrom  :"  Whereupon, 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  direct  the  said  survey  to  be  made. 

The  following  report  of  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

The  committee  of  schools  and  colleges  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry citizens  o!  Elizabeth  City  county  to  them  referred,  praying  the  repeal  of  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  concern- 
ing  the  Hampton  academy,"  passed  February  the  2d,  1839:  Whereupon, 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  said  petition  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  be  brought  in  conformably  therewith. 
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A  report  of  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  rejecting  the  petition  of  Abra'm  B.  Hooe,  was  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Lie  of  Wight  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Byrd  presented  a  petition  of  Isaac  Wood  and  others,  citizens  of  the  county  of  Frederick,  remonstrating 
against  a  change  in  the  law  prescribing  the  mode  of  appointing  inspectors  of  flour,  &c. 

Mr.  Gibson  a  petition  of  Edward  Smith  and  others  for  the  incorporation  of  a  mining  and  manufacturing 
company. 

The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  agriculture  and  manufactures. 

Mr.  Byrd  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Frederick  for  the  construction  of  a  turnpike 
road  from  Winchester  to  the  town  of  Bath,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navi- 
gation. 

Mr.  Robertson  presented  a  petition  of  John  Seabrook  foi  the  restitution  of  a  sum  of  money  paid  into  the 
public  treasury  by  him  under  an  act  passed  27th  February  1822,  entitled  "an  act  releasing  to  John  Seabrook 
the  commonwealth's  title  to  certain  lots  therein  mentioned,"  which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee 
of  propositions  and  grievances- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coleman  the  house  adjourned. 


TUESDAY,  December  31,  1839. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire  in- 
to the  expediency  of  prohibiting  the  sale  and  purchase  of  foreign  lottery  tickets  within  this  commonwealth. 

Mr.  Dorman  from  the  committee  of  finance  presented  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  Erastus  G.  Harman  ; 
and  the  following  bill : 

No.  63.  A  bdl  providing  for  the  re-issue  of  certificates  of  state  stock  due  the  Bank  of  Virginia. 

And  reported  without  amendment  the  following  bill: 

No.  34.  A  bill  concerning  the  collection  of  taxes,  levies  and  poor  rates. 

Mr.  Vbnablb  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Prince  Edward,  remonstrating  against  the 
passage  of  an  act  declaring  the  Appomattox  river  from  Morton's  upper  mill  to  Planterstown  a  lawful  fence,  which 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures. 

No.  21.  A  bill  concerning  western  land  titles,  together  with  the  amendments  thereto  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee for  courts  of  justice,  was  taken  upon  motion  of  Mr.  Seymour,  and  the  said  amendment  being  partly 
agreed  to  and  partly  disagreed  to,  the  said  bill  as  amended  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

No.  38.  An  engrossed  bill  requiring  certain  duties  therein  mentioned  of  the  court  of  appeals  and  general 
court,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  question  being  put  upon  its  passage  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  said  bill  be  rejected. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  viz : 
No.  41.  A  bill  to  authorize  two  separate  elections  in  the  county  of  Loudoun  and  one  in  the  county  of 
Halifax. 

No.  42.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  Randolph  county. 
No.  43.  A  bill  divorcing  Charlotte  F.  Helm  from  her  husband  Henry  P.  Helm. 
No.  46.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Salem  savings  institution,  society  or  bank. 
No.  60.  A  bill  concerning  John  Peyton  jr. 

No.  67.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  declaring  Greenbrier  river  a  public  highway." 
No.  68.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Winterpock  rail-road  company. 

No.  69.  A  bill  to  amend  and  explain  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  establish  ing  the  county  of  Pulaski  ofparls 
of  the  counties  of  Montgomery  and  Wythe." 

No.  60.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Western  insurance  company  ;  and 
No.  61.  A  bill  amending  the  charter  of  the  town  of  Winchester. 

No.  47.  A  bill  changing  the  lime  of  holding  the  quarterly  courts  of  the  county  of  Pulaski  was  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Chapman  ordered  to  bo  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  63.  A  bill  annexing  a  part  of  the  county  of  Mercer  to  the  county  of  Giles  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kino 
ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  64.  A  bill  to  establish  a  company  of  light  infantry  in  the  city  of  Richmond  was  read  a  second  time, 
amended  on  motions  severally  made,  and  as  amended  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  committee  which 
brought  it  in. 

No.  62.  A  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  the  house  of  George  Swhicr  in  the  county  of  Frederick 
was  read  the  first  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

No.  34.  A  bill  concerning  the  collection  of  taxes,  levies  and  poor  rales,  was  taken  up,  and  the  question  be- 
ing put  upon  engrossing  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Retolced,  That  the  said  bill  be  rejected. 

15 
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The  following  report  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

The  committee  of  finance  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  Erastus  G.  Har- 
man  of  the  county  of  Tazewell,  deputy  sheriff  for  Hez.  Harman,  sheriff  of  said  county  for  the  years  1830  and 
183L  to  them  referred,  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  refunding  to  him  the  sum  of  fifteen  dollars  with  interest, 
which  he  stales  that  he  has  paid  into  the  treasury  beyond  the  amount  of  revenue  collected  by  bim  in  conse- 
quence of  a  dificrcncc  to  that  amount  in  favour  of  the  treasury,  between  the  commissioner's  land  book  furnished 
to  him  for  the  year  1S30,  and  that  furnished  to  the  auditor:  Whereupon, 

Kaolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  rejected  ;  the  auditor  of  public 
accounts  being  authorized  by  the  act  of  20th  March  1838  to  adjust  such  claims. 

No.  63.  A  bill  providing  for  the  re-issue  of  certificates  of  stale  stock  due  the  Bank  of  Virginia  was  read 
tbe  first  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  communication  from  tbe  treasurer  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  tbe 
24th  instant,  calling  for  information  relative  to  the  investment  of  tbe  surplus  revenue  of  the  United  States,  on 
deposit  in  tbe  treasury  of  this  state ;  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  IsU  cf  Wight  was  laid  upon  the  table 
and  ordered  to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  18.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson  the  house  adjourned. 


WEDNESDAY,  January  I,  1840. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  presented  tbe  following  bills : 
No.  64.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Exchange  hotel  company  in  the  city  of  Richmond ;  and 
No.  65.  A  bill  concerning  the  town  of  Lawrenceville  in  the  county  of  Brunswick. 
Mr.  Stephenson  from  the  committee  of  claims  presented  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  Philip  Nelson. 
Mr.  Chutchfibld  from  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  presented  a  report  upon  the  reso- 
lution concerning  a  survey  for  a  road  from  Winchester  to  Berry's  ferry. 
And  reported  without  amendment  the  following  bill : 

No.  37.  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lee,  Rcsolccd,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  Squire  Sayre  to  institute  a  suit  against  the  president,  directors  and  company  of  the 
Northwestern  turnpike  road  for  the  alleged  injury  to  him  by  the  loss  of  his  mills  on  Middle  Islaud  creek  in  the 
county  of  Harrison. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harrison,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  fifty-second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  reducing  into  one  the  seve- 
ral acts  concerning  wills,  the  distribution  of  intestates'  estates,"  Sec.  so  as  to  empower  an  administrator  de  bonis 
non  with  the  will  annoxed  to  exercise  all  the  powers  of  the  executor  whom  he  succeeds. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  making  further  provision  for  the  com  fortable 
support  of  lunatics  confined  in  county  jails,"  passed  March  6th,  1833,  as  to  authorize  more  liberal  appropria- 
tions for  clothing,  attendance  and  support  than  therein  expressed,  or  for  the  county  courts  to  make  such  provi- 
sion, the  expenses  to  be  certified  and  paid  in  the  manner  now  prescribed  by  law. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scott  of  Marshall,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  finance  be  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  so  altering  or  amending  the  revenue  laws  as  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  sheriffs  or  other  col- 
lectors of  the  revenue  to  credit  on  all  bills  for  taxes  that  they  may  hereafter  collect  the  day  and  date  on  which 
such  collection  was  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  governor's  message  as  relates  to  the  subject 
of  the  public  lands  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Tbe  speaker  deferred  appointing  said  committee  until  to-morrow. 
The  following  engrossed  bills  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  viz : 
No.  21.  A  bill  concerning  western  land  titles. 

No.  41.  A  bill  to  authorize  two  separate  elections  in  the  county  of  Loudoun  and  one  in  the  county  of 
Halifax. 

No.  42.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  Randolph  county. 
No.  46.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Salem  savings  institution,  society  or  bank. 
No.  57.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  declaring  Greenbrier  river  a  public  highway." 
No.  59.  A  bill  to  amend  and  explain  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  establishing  the  county  of  Pulaski  of  parts 
of  the  counties  of  Montgomery  and  Wythe ;"  and 

No.  60.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Western  insurance  company. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  incorporate  the  Dutoy  and  Powhatan  coal  companies  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
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Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  bills  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 
The  following  engrossed  bills  were  on  motions  severally  made  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  tabic : 
No.  43.  A  bill  di  vorcing  Charlotte  F.  Helm  from  her  husband  Henry  P»  Helm. 
No.  58.  A  bill  incorporating  tbe  Winterpock  rail-road  company;  and 
No.  61.  A  bill  amending  the  charter  of  the  town  of  Winchester. 

No.  48.  A  bill  concerning  levies  for  tbe  building  of  bridges  and  causeways  was  read  a  second  time,  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Lbe  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  which  brought  it  in. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  second  time,  and  on  motions  severally  made  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 
No.  45.  A  bill  concerning  witnesses  in  civil  cases. 

No.  49.  A  bill  concerning  executions  and  new  trials  in  cases  upon  warrants. 

Nn.  51.  A  bill  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  general  elections  in  this  commonwealth  ;  and 

No.  56.  A  bill  providing  for  the  arrest  and  detention  of  fugitives  from  justice  from  other  states. 

Mr.  M'Millan  presented  a  petition  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Jeflcrson  seminary  in  the  county  of  Brooke 
for  the  passage  of  an  act  incorporating  said  seminary,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  schools  and 
colleges. 

Mr.  Watts  presented  a  petition  of  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Norfolk  praying  that  the  members  of  fire 
companies  in  said  borough  may  be  exempt  from  serving  as  petit  jurors  in  civil  cases,  which  was  referred  to  the 
committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

No.  50.  An  engrossed  bill  concerning  John  Peyton  jr.  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  question  being  put  upon 
its  passage  was  determined  in  tbe  negative. 

Resolved,  That  said  bill  be  rejected. 

No.  62.  A  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "  an  act  concerning  general  elections  in  this  common  wealth,"  was 
read  a  second  time,  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfield  ordered  to  bo 
laid  upon  tho  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  I$le  of  Wigltf,  Ordered,  That  200  copies  of  said  bill  as  amended  be  printed. 

No.  62.  A  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  the  house  of  George  Swbier  in  the  county  of  Frederick  was 
read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

No.  63.  A  bill  providing  for  the  re-issue  of  certificates  of  state  stock  due  the  Bank  of  Virginia  was  read  a 
second  time;  thereupon  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood  that  the  same  be  committed  to  tho  com- 
mittee which  brought  it  in,  with  instructions  so  to  amend  it  as  to  provide  for  payment  of  the  stock  by  a  sale  of 
the  stock  of  tbe  Bank  of  Virginia  belonging  to  the  commonwealth ;  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Butts,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright, 
Fontaine,  Scott  of  Marshall,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Aleshirc,  Heath,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Snip- 
man,  Conn,  Ridley,  Prince,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stanger — 18. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Southall,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridgc,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mit- 
chell, Myers  of  Berkeley,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Burwell  of 
Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Marshall,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Alderson,  Howell,  Wade  of 
Franklin,  Byrd,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskinc,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hamp- 
shire, Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Worthington,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of 
Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Banks,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Clayton, 
Evans,  Chapman,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Watts,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Staples,  Hiner,  Tunstall,  Keen, 
Tollman,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Sturm,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen, 
Griever,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugb,  Spotts,  Stephenson  and  Goodson — 77. 

The  question  recurred  upon  engrossing  the  bill  and  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  of  Halifax  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow  : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Cropper,  Southall,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berke- 
ley, M'Millan,  Flood,  Toler,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Marshall,  Scott 
of  Fauquier,  Alderson,  Wade  of  Franklin,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Sey- 
mour, M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Worthington,  Reynolds,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jack- 
son, Evans,  Hodges,  Watts,  Hudnall,  Staples,  Hiner,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallmao,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman, 
Smith  of  Russell,  Griever,  Crutchfield,  Spotts,  Stephenson  and  Goodson — 53. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins, 
Thornbnrg,  Howell,  Byrd,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of 
Wight,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Banks,  Scott  of  Mar- 
shall, Clayton,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Aleshire,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Sturm, 
Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Ridley,  Fitzhugb,  Prince,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and 
Stanger — 33. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lbb  tbe  bouse  adjourned. 
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THURSDAY,  January  2,  1840. 


The  speaker  announced  the  following  as  the  committee  to  whom  so  much  of  the  governor's  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  subject  of  the  public  lands  was  referred  on  yesterday,  viz :  Messrs.  Robertson,  Hodges,  Scott  of 
Fauquier,  Chapman,  Seymour,  Toler,  Lee,  Yerby,  Ewing,  Harrison,  Bulls,  Tunstall  and  M'Miilan. 

Mr.  Venablb  from  the  committee  on  banks  presented  a  report  upon  the  petitions  of  citizens  of  the  town  of 
Scottsville,  and  of  the  counties  of  Albemarle  and  Buckingham  for  the  location  of  a  branch  or  agency  of  the 
Exchange  Bank  or  Bank  of  Virginia  at  the  said  town  of  Scottsville,  which  on  his  motion  was  ordered  to  be  re 
committed. 

Mr.  Dorman  from  the  committee  of  finance  presented  a  report  upon  the  resolution  relative  to  the  collection 
of  delinquent  property  tax. 

Mr.  Southall  from  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  presented  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  Caleb 
Tanzey  complaining  of  the  undue  election  of  James  Evans,  one  of  the  delegates  from  the  county  of  Monongalia, 
which  on  his  motion  was  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table  and  printed.  [Doc.  No.  19.] 

Mr.  Staples  presented  a  petition  of  Samuel  Howell  praying  that  he  may  be  exempted  from  the  penalties 
of  the  act  passed  the  24lh  of  December  1792  in  reference  to  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath,  which  was  referred 
to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Robertson  presented  a  petition  of  Thoma9  Hudgins,  Jesse  Sncad  and  others  praying  the  passage  of 
an  act  to  incorporate  "  the  Richmond  college,"  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges. 

Also  a  petition  of  Barbara  Broome  praying  some  provision  by  law  for  paying  certain  drafts  given  for  stands 
of  colours  heretofore  furnished  to  sundry  militia  regiments  of  this  commonwealth,  which  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  militia  laws. 

Mr.  Carroll  of  Grayson  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Grayson  and  Wythe  for  the  for- 
mation of  a  new  county  out  of  parts  of  those  counties,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and 
grievances. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Beard,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  be  instructed  to  en- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  ferry  across  the  Potomac  river  from  the  lands  of  William  W.  Wenner 
the  county  of  Loudoun. 

No.  49.  A  bill  concerning  executions  and  new  trials  in  cases  upon  warrants  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Stephenson,  read  a  second  lime,  amended  on  his  motion,  and  a  further  amendment  having  been  submitted  by 
him,  the  said  bill  and  amendment  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee 
which  brought  it  in. 

No.  45.  A  bill  concerning  witnesses  in  civil  cases  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood,  read  a 
second  time,  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lee,  and  as  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood  ordered  to 
be  committed  to  the  committee  which  brought  it  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shipman,  Resulted,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be  instructed 
to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  law  in  relation  to  the  New  Shenandoah  company  as  to  provide 
more  effectually  against  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  said  Shenandoah  river,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise. 

No.  62.  An  engrossed  bill  providing  for  there-issue  of  certificates  of  state  stock  due  the  Bank  of  Virginia 
was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  37.  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road  was  taken  up;  there- 
upon a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  to  amend  the  same  by  striking  out  the  first  section. 

The  said  section  is  the  following: 

"  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road 
be  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  borrow  the  sum  of  seven  thousand  dollars  for  the  purjKise  of  completing 
the  unfinished  sections  of  said  road,  which  loan  shall  be  effected  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled 
•an  act  providing  for  the  negotiation  of  loans  for  purposes  of  internal  improvement,'  passed  April  9th,  1838." 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motiton  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow : 
Aves — Messrs.  Cropper,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Bulls,  Tayloe  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Hali- 
fax, Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews 
and  Middlesex,  Hudnall,  Heath,  Ratclifie,  Ridley  and  Prince — 19. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Southall,  Carpenter,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridgc,  Burwell  of  Bedford, 
Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Miilan,  Flood,  Thoruburg,  Toler,  Fox, 
Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Marshall,  Alderson,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of 
Franklin,  Byrd,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae, 
Hamlett,  Worlhington,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Smith  of  Mason 
and  Jackson,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Watts, 
Aleshire,  Staples,  Hiner,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Sturm,  Robertson, 
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Snyder,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever, 
Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stanger— 78. 

The  said  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

No.  64.  A  bill  lo  incorporate  the  Exchange  hotel  company  in  the  city  of  Richmond  ;  and 

No.  65.  A  bill  concerning  the  town  of  Lawrenceville,  in  the  county  of  Brunswick ;  were  read  the  6rst  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  report  of  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  reporting  it  inexpedient  to  direct  a  survey  for  a 
road  from  Winchester  to  Berry's  ferry,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Btrd  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  following  report  of  the  committee  of  claims  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

The  committee  of  claims  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  Philip  Nelson 
and  Sarah  N.  his  wife,  formerly  Sarah  N.  Burwell,  to  them  referred,  stating  that  in  the  year  1780  gen.  Thomas 
Nelson  as  executor  of  Robert  Carter  Burwell,  loaned  to  this  government  the  sum  of  .£7162.  17*.  4d.  and  that 
the  said  sum  has  never  been  repaid,  and  praying  to  have  the  same  refunded  with  interest,  be  rejected. 

The  following  report  of  the  committee  of  finance  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

The  committee  of  finance  have  according  to  order  enquired  into  •'  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  col- 
lection of  delinquent  property  tax  :"  Whereupon, 

Retained  at  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  inexpedient  so  to  provide. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fox,  Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  to  withdraw  the  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county 
of  Campbell  for  a  separate  election  in  said  county,  presented  at  the  last  session  of  the  general  assembly. 
Mr.  Btrd  submitted  the  following  resolution  which  on  his  motion  was  laid  upon  the  table: 
Resolved,  That  this  house  by  joint  vote  with  the  senate,  will  proceed  on  Monday  the  13th  instant  to  the 
election  of  a  United  States  senator  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  tbe  expiration  of  the  term  of  service 
of  William  C.  Rives  esq. 

No.  63.  An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  the  house  of  George  Swhicr  in  the  county  of 
Frederick  was  read  a  third  time ;  thereupon  the  rule  of  the  house  was  suspended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Byrd,  and 
the  vote  ordering  tbo  said  bill  to  be  engrossed  was  reconsidered  ;  the  same  was  then  amended  on  bis  motion, 
and  as  amended  again  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  the  rule  of  the  house  was  suspended  and  the  vote  concurring 
with  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  in  their  report  declaring  it  inexpedient  to  repeal  the  act  concerning  ap- 
prentices bound  out  by  overseers  of  the  poor  was  reconsidered,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ratcliffe  the  said  report 
was  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

A  report  of  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  upon  the  petition  of  Abram  B.  Hooe  was  taken 
up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  fright,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tayloe  of  King  George  ordered  to  be  recom- 
mitted with  instructions  to  the  committee  to  consider  the  petition  on  its  merits. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Byrd  the  house  adjourned. 


FRIDAY,  January  3,  1840. 

Mr.  Crutchfield  from  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  presented  a  report  upon  the  resolu- 
tion concerning  James  G.  West;  and  the  following  bills  : 

No.  66.  A  bill  concerning  the  Falmouth  and  Alexandria  rail-road  company;  and 
No.  67.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Elizabeth  and  Parkersburg  turnpike  company. 

Mr.  Stephenson  from  the  committee  of  claims  presented  reports  rejecting  the  petitions  of  Henry  Hayes 
and  of  William  George ;  which  on  motions  severally  made  were  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Southall  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  presented  reports  upon  the  petition  of  Harriet  H. 
Perry  ;  and  upon  the  resolution  for  altering  the  law  respecting  grand  and  petit  jurors  ;  and  the  following  bill : 

No.  68.  A  bill  concerning  the  publication  of  deeds. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southali.  the  said  committee  were  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
relative  to  the  clothing,  attendance  and  support  of  lunatics  confined  in  county  jails,  and  the  same  was  ordered 
to  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  lunatic  asylums. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  presented  tbe  following 
bills  : 

No.  69.  A  bill  authorizing  a  ferry  from  the  lands  of  Thomas  and  Ephraim  Pollock  in  the  county  of  Mar- 
shall, across  tbe  Ohio  river. 

No.  70.  A  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  Floyd's  store  in  the  county  of  Tazewell ;  and 
No.  71.  A  bill  changing  the  name  of  the  town  of  Sparta  in  the  county  of  Rockingham. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfield,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be  inslruc- 
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ted  to  enquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  suspending  any  or  all  surveys  now  authorized  of  rail-roads,  canals  and 
turnpike  roads. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ramby  that  the  house  adopt  tbe  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  militia  laws  in  the  performance  of  their  duty  of  enquiring  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  revising  or  amending  the  existing  militia  laws,  be  instructed  to  enquire  specially  into  the  expediency 
of  restoring  the  brigade  inspectors  so  that  they  may  perform  the  duties  enjoined  upon  them  and  receive  the 
compensation  allowed  them  before  the  passage  of  the  law  dispensing  witb  their  services,  and  that  said  commit- 
tee have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative.  , 

Mr.  Conn  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Hardy,  that  a  portion  of  that  county  may  be 
detached  and  added  to  the  county  of  Shenandoah. 

Mr.  Aldkrson  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Nicholas  for  the  establishment  of  a  separate  election 
on  Twenty  mile  creek  in  said  county. 

Mr.  Tayloe  of  Richmond  and  Lancaster  a  petition  of  sundry  clergymen  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church 
in  Virginia  lor  an  act  of  incorporation  of  the  society  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  clergymen  of 
the  diocese. 

Mr.  Honoris  a  petition  of  David  Dunford  praying  the  removal  of  tbe  precinct  election  from  bis  house  in 
the  county  of  Nanscmond. 

The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Otrd  that  the  resolution  submitted  by  him  on  yesterday  relative  to  the  election 
of  a  senator  to  represent  this  state  in  the  senate  of  the  United  Slates  be  now  taken  up,  and  the  question  being 
put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Byrd  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow  : 

Ayks — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Carpenter,  Lockridge,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Mere- 
dith, Haskins,  Thornburg,  Cox,  Powell,  Howell,  Byrd,  King,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire, 
White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Banks,  Scott  of  Marshall,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and 
Middlesex,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald, 
Hidcn,  Alcshire,  Hincr,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Heath,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Quillen, 
Conn,  Bare,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Prince,  Spotts,  Goodson,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stanger — 49. 

Noes — Messrs.  Cropper,  Soulhall,  Wood,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley, 
M'Millan,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson, 
Whitworth,  Roane,  Marshall,-  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Gibson, 
Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster 
and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Evans,  Hodges,  Watts,  M'Con- 
nell,  Staples,  Tunstail,  Keen,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Griever,  Crutcbfield 
and  Stephenson — 56. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burwell  of  Clarice  that  the  house  adopt  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  be  requested  to  consider  the  propriety  of  estab- 
lishing a  separate  election  district  at  the  house  of  George  Trisler  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Shenandoah  river 
in  the  county  of  Clarke. 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed  : 

No.  37.  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road ;  and 
No.  G3.  A  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  the  house  of  George  Swhier  in  the  county  of  Frederick. 
Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 
No.  64.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Exchange  hotel  company  in  the  city  of  Richmond  ;  and 
No.  65.  A  bill  concerning  the  town  of  Lawrencevillc  in  the  county  of  Brunswick,  were  read  a  second  lime 
and  otdered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  following  bills  were  read  the  first  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time,  viz: 
No.  66.  A  bill  concerning  the  Falmouth  and  Alexandria  rail-road  company. 
No.  67.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Elizabeth  and  Parkersburg  turnpike  company. 
No.  68.  A  bill  concerning  the  publication  of  deeds. 

No.  69.  A  bill  authorizing  a  ferry  from  the  lands  of  Thomas  and  Ephraim  Pollock  in  the  county  of  Mar- 
shall across  the  Ohio  river. 

No.  70.  A  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  Floyd's  store  in  the  county  of  Tazewell ;  and 
No.  71.  A  bill  changing  the  name  of  the  town  of  Sparta  in  the  county  of  Rockingham. 
A  report  of  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  was  read  and  agreed  to  as  follows : 
The  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  have  according  to  order  enquired  into  "  the  expediency  of 
refunding  to  James  G.  West  of  the  county  of  Tyler  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  five  dollars  and  seventy-six 
cents  expended  by  him  in  completing  the  construction  of  the  road  from  Middlebourne  in  the  county  of  Tyler  to 
the  Pennsylvania  line,  authorized  by  the  act  of  March  1831 :"  Whereupon, 
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Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  refund  the  said  sum. 
Reports  of  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  were  read  and  agreed  to  as  follow: 

The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have  according  to  order  bad  under  consideration  the  petition  of  Harriet 
Henrietta  Perry,  to  them  referred,  praying  to  be  divorced  from  her  husband  William  Perry,  and  have  come  to 
the  following  resolution  thereupon  : 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  rejected. 

The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have  according  to  order  enquired  into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the 
law  resecting  grand  and  petit  jurors  that  jurors  in  all  cases  may  receive  a  compensation  for  their  services : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  it  is  inexpedient  so  to  alter  the  said  law. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Venable,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  banks  be  authorized  to  require  to  be  printed 
soch  documents  and  evidence  and  other  portions  of  information  as  they  may  think  proper  for  the  use  of  the  ge- 
neral assembly. 

No.  52.  A  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "  an  act  concerning  general  elections  in  this  commonwealth,"  was 
taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Tavlor  of  Halifax  the  house  adjourned. 


SATURDAY,  January  4,  1840. 

Mr.  Crutchfield  from  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  presented  the  following  bills: 

No.  72.  A  bill  making  further  provision  for  completing  the  eastern  acction  of  the  road  on  the  route  surveyed 
from  Huntersville  to  Parkersburg. 

No.  73.  A  bill  authorizing  a  further  subscription  on  behalf  of  the  state  to  the  stock  of  the  Red  and  Blue 
Sulphur  springs  turnpike  company;  and 

No.  74.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Patterson's  creek  turnpike  company ;  which  bills  were  subsequently  read 
the  lira  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Southall  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  presented  a  report  upon  the  resolution  for  authoriz- 
ing the  county  and  corporation  courts  to  lay  their  county  levies  and  poor  rates  on  other  subjects  of  taxation  than 
those  now  authorized  ;  and  the  following  bills : 

No.  75.  A  bill  to  amend  the  62d  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  con- 
cerning wills,  the  distribution  of  intestates'  estates  and  the  duty  of  executors  and  administrators;"  and 

No.  76.  A  bill  concerning  the  reward  for  killing  wolves  in  the  county  of  Loudoun  ;  which  bills  were  subse- 
quently read  the  first  lime  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  lime. 

And  reported  with  a  substitute  the  following  bill : 

No.  48.  A  bill  concerning  levies  for  the  building  of  bridges  and  causeways ;  which  being  taken  up,  and  the 

said  substitute  being  agreed  to,  was  as  amended  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Wilson  from  the  committee  of  agriculture  and  manufactures  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  77.  A  bill  to  establish  a  board  of  agriculture ;  which  was  subsequently  read  the  first  and  ordered  to  be 

read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Fox  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Campbell  for  the  establishment  of  a  separate 
election  at  Marysville  in  said  county  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

Mr."  Flood  presented  a  memorinl  of  sundry  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Buckingham  and  Prince  Edward, 
remonstrating  against  the  passage  of  a  law  declaring  Appomattox  river  from  Morion's  mill  to  Planterstown  a 
lawful  fence;  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  agriculture  and  manufactures. 

Mr.  Howell  presented  a  petition  of  John  W.  Headcn  and  others  praying  to  be  released  from  paying  taxes 
on  certain  tracts  of  land,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  finance. 

Mr.  Robertson  presented  a  petition  of  J.  B.  Harvie  praying  the  passage  of  an  act  confirming  certain  rights 
held  by  bim  under  two  writs  of  ad  quod  damnvm  issued  by  the  county  court  of  Henrico,  and  authorizing  the  city 
of  Richmond  lo  raise  any  quantity  of  water  that  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  city  purposes;  which  was 
referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Tatloe  of  King  George  presented  a  petition  of  John  H.  Reily  praying  compensation  may  be  allowed 
him  as  late  treasurer  of  the  Fairfax  turnpike  road  company,  which  was  referred  lo  the  committee  of  roads  and 
internal  navigation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be  requested 
lo  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  incorporating  a  company  to  construct  a  turnpike  road  from  the  Salt  Sulphur 
springs  in  the  county  of  Monroe  to  the  Sweet  springs  in  said  county. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Keen,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  17th  section  of  the  general  election  law  as  to  provide  that  no  elector  be  per- 
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milted  to  vote  more  than  once  on  the  same  day  and  at  the  same  place  or  any  other  place  within  his  county  or 
election  district,  although  he  may  not  have  voted  for  all  the  various  candidates  then  present  that  be  may  by  law 
be  entitled  to  vote  for. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coleman,  Rcsohed,  That  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  be  instructed  to  en- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  revising  the  laws  regulating  the  general  elections  of  Virginia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Venable,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be  instructed 
to  enquire  into  the  propriety  of  directing  the  foreclosure  of  the  mortgage  on  the  road  from  the  mouth  of  Fishing 
creek  on  the  Ohio  river  to  ihe  state  line  in  the  direction  of  Smilhficld,  and  that  said  committee  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Fontaine  that  the  resolution  offered  day  before  yesterday  by  Mr.  Byrd  for  the 
election  of  a  senator  to  reprcscul  this  state  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States  be  taken  up;  thereupon  Mi. 
Crutchfield  demanded  the  previous  question,  and  it  having  been  sustained  by  the  house,  the  question  was  put 
upon  taking  up  the  resolution  and  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fontaine  the  ayes  and  noes  were  recorded  as  follow : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Carpenter,  Wood,  M'Cue,  Lockridge,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and 
Lewis,  Haskins,  Thornburg,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  und  Warren,  Powell,  Howell,  Byrd,  Carroll  of  Grayson, 
Butts,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine, 
Ewing,  Banks,  Scott  of  Marshall,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery 
and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Venable,  Heath,  Sturm,  Snyder, 
Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Prince,  Spotts,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and 
Stanger — 52. 

Noes — Messrs.  Cropper,  Southall,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  M'Millan, 
Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Coleman,  Cardwcll,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott  of  Fauquier, 
Alderson,  Erskine,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlelt,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George, 
Beard,  Ramey,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Evans,  Hodges,  Massic,  Watts,  M'Conncll,  Staples,  Tunstall, 
Tallman,  Walden,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  CrulchBeld,  Stephenson  and  Walker — 45. 

The  consideration  of  the  said  resolution  was  then  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood,  postponed  until 
Tuesday  next  and  made  the  order  of  that  day. 

No.  16.  An  engrossed  bill  divorcing  Janetta  P.  Allen  from  her  husband  Robert  S.  Allen  was  taken  up  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Venable  and  passed. 

No.  43.  An  engrossed  bill  divorcing  Charlotte  F.  Helm  from  her  husband  Henry  P.  Helm  was  taken  up 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Powell  and  passed. 

No.  58.  An  engrossed  bill  incorporating  the  Winterpock  rail-road  company  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Crutchi'ield  and  passed. 

No.  65.  An  engrossed  bill  concerning  the  town  of  Lawrcnccvillc  in  the  county  of  Brunswick  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  bills  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

No.  52.  An  engrossed  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "an  act  concerning  general  elections  in  this  common- 
wealth," was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  64.  An  engrossed  bill  to  incorporate  the  Exchange  hotel  company  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  was  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Rouektson  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  66.  A  bill  concerning  the  Falmouth  and  Alexandria  rail-road  company  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Scott  of 
Fauquier  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  viz  : 

No.  67.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Elizabeth  and  Parkersburg  turnpike  company. 

No.  69.  A  bill  authorizing  a  ferry  fiom  the  lands  of  Thomas  and  Ephraim  Pollock  in  the  county  of  Mar- 
shall across  the  Ohio  river. 

No.  70.  A  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  Floyd's  store  in  the  county  of  Tazewell ;  and 
No.  71.  A  bill  changing  the  name  of  the  town  of  Sparta  in  the  county  of  Rockingham. 
The  following  report  was  read  and  agreed  to : 

The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have  according  to  order  considered  the  resolution  to  them  referred  in- 
structing them  to  enquire  into  the  propriety  and  equity  of  authorizing  the  county  and  corporation  courts  of  this 
commonwealth  to  lay  their  county  levies  and  poor  rates  on  other  subjects  of  taxation  than  those  now  authorized 
by  law,  and  have  come  to  the  following  resolution  thereupon  : 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  to  the  said  county  and  corporation 
courts  the  authority  asked  for. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  submitted  the  following  resolution  : 

licsohal,  That  the  several  banks  of  this  commonwealth  and  their  branches  which  suspended  specie  pay- 
ments in  October  last,  be  required  to  communicate  to  this  house  a  statement  shewing  the  amount  that  each  of 
the  directors  thereof  was  indebted  to  the  bank,  also  the  amount  for  which  each  was  liable  as  endorser  at  the 
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time  of  such  suspension;  and  whether  the  amount  of  their  indebtedness  or  liability  as  endorser  has  been  at 
any  time  increased  or  diminished  since  the  said  suspension. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Robertson  that  the  same  be  laid  upon  the  tabic,  and  the  question  being  put 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  the  ayes  and  noes  were  recorded  as  follow : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker.)  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bed- 
ford, Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hannah,  M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell, 
Broadus,  Whitworlh,  Alderson,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  King,  Clark  of  Halifax,  White,  Seymour,  Hamlett, 
Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Smith  of 
Mason  and  Jackson,  Hodges,  Watts,  Staples,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Venable,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn, 
Crutchfield  and  Spotts — 48. 

Nobs — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Haskins,  Thornburg,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke 
and  Warren,  Wilson,  Roane,  Powell,  Marshall,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Howell,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Butts, 
Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing, 
Banks,  Scott  of  Marshall,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan, 
Massie,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hincr,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Shipman, 
Smith  of  Russell,  Quillcn,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Fitzbugh,  Prince,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walker,  Jack- 
son of  Wood,  and  Stanger — 55. 

Mr.  Byrd  was  on  his  motion  excused  from  voting. 

The  question  was  put  upon  adopting  the  resolution  and  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Haskins,  Thornburg,  Cox,  Burwell  of 
Clarke  and  Warren,  Wilson,  Roane,  Powell,  Howell,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Allen  of  Hampshire, 
Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Banks,  Scott  of  Marshall,  Clayton,  Evans, 
Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Massie,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Aleshire, 
Hiner,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever, 
Ridley,  Prince,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stanger — 50. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bed- 
ford, Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Broadus, 
Whitworth.  Marshall,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Alderson,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Erskine,  Clark  of  Halifax,  White, 
Seymour,  Hamlett,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Rich- 
mond, Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Hodges,  Walts,  Staples,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tall- 
man,  Venable,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Spotts  and  Walker— 63. 

On  this  question  Mr.  Byrd  was  also  excused  from  voting. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchpield,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be  instruc- 
ted to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  and  regulating  the  tolls  on  the  Powhatan  rail-road,  and  that  they 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southall,  Raolved,  That  when  the  house  adjourns  to-day  it  will  adjourn  until  Monday 
ten  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman  the  house  adjourned. 


MONDAY,  January  6,  1840. 

Mr.  Watts  from  the  committee  on  the  militia  laws  reported  with  a  substitute  the  following  bill: 
No.  54.  A  bill  to  establish  a  company  of  light  infantry  in  the  city  of  Richmond. 
And  presented  the  following  bill: 

No.  77.  A  bill  to  establish  a  company  of  cavalry  in  the  county  of  Halifax. 

Mr.  Hannah  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Botetourt  for  the  formation  of  a  new  county 
out  of  parts  of  the  counties  of  Botetourt,  Alleghany,  Monroe,  Giles,  Montgomery  and  Roanoke,  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  that  the  house  adopt  the  following  resolution  : 
Raolved,  That  the  several  banks  of  this  commonwealth  be  required  to  communicate  to  this  house  a  state- 
ment shewing  how  many  members  of  this  house  arc  stockholders  of  the  bank,  how  many  and  who  are  indebted 
to  the  bank,  the  amount  of  their  liability  as  principal  and  as  endorser,  and  whether  the  amount  of  their  indebted- 
ness or  liability  as  endorser  has  been  at  any  lime  increased  since  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  some  of 
the  banks  in  October  last. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Coleman  to  amend  the  same  by  striking  therefrom  the  words  "and  who,"  and 
the  question  being  put  thereupon,  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Coleman,  Worthington,  Watts  and  Goodson — 6. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Soulhall,  Carpenter,  Wood,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  fiurwellof 
Bedford,  Mitchell,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler, 
Fox,  Corbin,  Card  well,  Burwcll  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Powell,  Marshall,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Al- 
derson,  Howell,  Hale,  Byrd,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Gucrrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Al- 
len of  Hampshire,  White,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Hamlclt,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Kennedy,  Reynolds, 
Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harri- 
son, Banks,  Scott  of  Marshall,  Goode,  Clayton,  Evans,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Hodges,  Hudnall, 
Fitzgerald.  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  May,  Tunslall,  Keen,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Heath,  Ratclifle,  Sturm, 
Walden,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever, 
Ridley,  Crutchfield,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 91. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Venable  to  amend  the  said  resolution  by  substituting  therefor  the  fol- 
lowing: 

limited,  That  (he  banks  of  this  commonwealth  furnish  this  house  with  the  amount  of  stock  held  in  each 
by  members  of  the  bouse  of  delegates,  also  the  aggregate  amount  of  debts  due  to  each  by  members  of  this 
house. 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Lie  of  Wight  the  ayes  and  noes  were  recorded  as  follow : 
Ayes — Messrs.  Lockridge,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Whitworth,  Worthington,  Reynolds,  Keen  and  Ve- 
nable— 8. 

Nobs — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Southall,  Carpenter,  Wood,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bed- 
ford, Mitchell,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler, 
Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Roane,  Powell,  Mar- 
shall, Scott  of  Fauquier,  Alderson,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Byrd,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guer- 
rant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Seymour,  Lee,  Arm- 
strong, M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Kennedy,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe 
of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Banks,  Scott  of  Marshall,  Taylor  of  Mathews 
and  Middlesex,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Goode,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and 
Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Watts,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  M'Connell,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  May,  Tun- 
stall,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Ratclifle,  Sturm.  Walden,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of 
Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Crutchfield,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts, 
Stephenson,  Goodson,  and  Jackson  of  Wood— 101. 

The  said  resolution  was  then  further  amended  on  motions  severally  made,  and  as  amended  is  the  fol- 
lowing : 

liesolved,  That  the  several  banks  of  this  commonwealth  be  required  to  communicate  to  this  house  a  state- 
ment shewing  the  names  of  the  members  of  this  house  who  on  this  day  are  stockholders  of  the  bank,  the  amount 
of  stock  held  by  each ;  how  many  and  who  are  indebted  to  the  bank  in  their  individual  capacity  or  as  members 
of  firms  ;  the  amount  of  their  liability  as  principal  and  as  endorser,  and  whether  the  amount  of  their  indebtedness 
or  liability  as  endorser  has  been  at  any  time  increased  since  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  some  of  the 
banks  in  October  last. 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  as  amended  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  the  ayes  and  noes  were  recorded  as  follow  : 

Ayes — M  essrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Southall,  Carpenter,  Wood,  M'Cue,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mit- 
chell, Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin, 
Coleman,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Roane,  Powell,  Marshall,  Scott  of 
Fauquier,  Alderson,  Howell,  Hnlc,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Byrd,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of 
Grayson,  Erskine,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  White,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of 
Wight,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Beard,  Ra- 
mey, Harrison,  Banks,  Scott  of  Marshall,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson, 
Goode,  Clayton,  Evaus,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Walts,  Hud- 
nall, Fitzgerald,  M'Connell,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  May,  Tunslall,  Tallman.  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Rat- 
clifle, Sturm,  Walden,  Snyder,  Leyburn  Dorman,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen, 
Coun,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson, 
Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Slanger — 99. 

Noes— Messrs.  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Whitworlh,  M'Rae,  Worthington,  Kennedy, 
Keen,  Venable  and  Robertson — 11. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southall  ihc  report  of  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  upon  the  memorial  of 
Elbert  H.  Caldwell,  complaining  of  the  undue  election  of  John  Scott  the  delegate  returned  from  the  county  of 
Marshall  to  represent  the  same  in  ihe  present  house  of  delegates  was  taken  up. 
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Thereupon  the  tenth,  eleventh,  twelfth,  thirteenth,  fourteenth,  fifteenth,  sixteenth,  seventeenth,  eighteenth, 
nineteenth,  twentieth,  twenty-first,  twenty-second,  twenty-third,  twetiiy-fourth,  twenty-fifth,  twenty-sixth  and 
twenty-seventh  resolutions  declaring  the  votes  of  William  H.  Henry,  John  Marshall,  Moses  Smalley,  George 
Ryan,  William  Clarke,  Frederick  Smith,  James  Parks,  Timothy  Mnyhall,  Alexander  Bar,  William  Ruih,  Jehu 
Parsons,  Reason  Biddle,  Andrew  Montgomery  and  H.  B.  O'Neal  to  be  illegal  votes,  and  the  votes  of  Abraham 
Cane  and  twelve  others,  Peter  Markcy,  Robert  M'Connell,  James  Fitzsimnions,  Philip  Robinson,  Levin  C.  Kirk- 
man,  Spencer  Biddle  and  Henry  Baker  to  be  legal  votes,  were  on  questions  severally  put  agreed  to  by  the  house, 
an  un$uccet»ful  motion  having  been  made  by  Mr.  Chapman  to  amend  the  twenty-first  resolution  so  as  to  reverse 
the  decision  of  the  committee. 

The  twenty-eighth  resolution  is  the  following: 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  Aaron  Young,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  voted  on  a  tract 
of  land  in  Marshall  county  which  he  bad  owned  three  years,  containing  one  hundred  acres — that  he  has  condi- 
tionally sold  the  said  land  to  William  Kirkman,  and  entered  into  a  written  agreement  with  him  for  the  sale  of 
the  land,  by  wbich  he  is  bound  to  execute  to  said  Kirkman  a  deed  when  the  last  payment  is  made — that  the 
•aid  Kirkman  has  had  possession  of  the  land  from  the  date  of  the  purchase — that  half  the  purchase  money  has 
been  paid — the  last  payment  was  due  last  spring.  The  title  is  still  in  him  the  deponent,  to  whom  the  tax  on  the 
land  for  1839  was  charged. 

By  a  statement  in  writing  made  by  the  register  of  the  land  office,  it  appears  "  that  a  patent  for  100  acres 
of  land  situate  in  Marshall  county  on  Lynn  Camp  run,  issued  to  Aaron  Young  on  30th  October  1S28  :" 

Resolved  there/are,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Aaron  Young  is  legnl. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Scott  of  Fauquier  to  amend  the  same  by  striking  out  the  word  "  legal"  and 
inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "  illegal,"  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Banks  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Toler,  Fox,  Coleman,  Broadus,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Hale,  Worthington,  Wright,  Smith  of 
Mason  and  Jackson,  M'Connell,  Dorman  and  Walker — 12. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Southall,  Carpenter,  Wood,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell 
of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  ol  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins, 
Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Corbin,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Roane, 
Powell,  Marshall,  Aldcrson,  Howell,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Byrd,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerranl,  Carroll  of 
Grayson,  Erskine,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Seymour,  Lec,  Armstrong,  M'Rae, 
Hamlctt,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster 
and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Goodc,  Clavton,  Chap- 
man, Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Watts,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Ale- 
shire,  Hiner,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Waldcn,  Robertson,  Snyder, 
Leyburn,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Crutchficld, 
Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stauger — 97. 

The  said  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  29th  resolution  deciding  the  vote  of  Ebenezer  Gorby  to  be  legal,  was  on  the  question  put  thereupon 
agreed  to  by  the  house,  an  unsuccessful  motion  having  been  made  by  Mr.  Tayloe  of  King  George  to  amend  the 
same  so  as  to  reverse  the  decision  of  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson  the  said  report  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Stephenson  submitted  the  following  resolution  : 

Rc$olrtd,  That  the  committee  on  banks  bo  instructed  to  enquire  whether  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia during  the  last  year  made  the  declaration  that  has  been  imputed  to  him  by  the  Richmond  Whig  a  news- 
paper published  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  to  wit :  that  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  was  not  worth  fifty 
cents  in  the  dollar;  and  should  the  committee  ascertain  that  the  said  president  made  such  declaration,  that  then 
they  enquire  into  the  grounds  or  reasons  that  induced  the  said  officer  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  stock  of 
said  bank  was  worth  less  than  its  par  value;  and  that  the  said  committee  also  enquire  whether  the  interests  of 
the  commonwealth  in  the  Bank  of  Virginia  does  not  require  that  the  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth  shall  be  in- 
structed to  vote  against  the  said  president  as  a  director  of  said  bank  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  stockholders 
thereof. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  that  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  indefinitely 
postponed  ;  and  on  this  question  Mr.  Scott  of  Fauquier  demanded  the  ayes  and  noes. 

Thereupon  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Venable  that  the  house  adjourn,  and  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow : 
Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Southall,  Carpenter,  M'Cue,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell, 
Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Thornburg,  Fox,  Cor- 
bin, Coleman,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Roane,  Alderson,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Byrd,  King, 
Guerrant,  Clark  of  Halifax,  White,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Reynolds,  Fontaine,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and 
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Middlesex,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Hodges,  Watts,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald, 
M'Connell,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Tunstall,  Tallman,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Heath,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Dorman, 
Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Conn,  Bare,  Crutchfield,  Clarke  of  Surry,  and  Spntts — 60. 

Noes — Messrs.  Cropper,  Wood,  Stuart,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Cardwell,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Powell, 
Marshall,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Howell,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  F.rskine,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hamp- 
shire, M'llae,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tay- 
loe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Beard,  Harrison,  Banks,  Scott  of  Marshall,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jack- 
son, Evans,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Massie,  Hiden,  Keen,  Ratcliffc,  Waldcn,  Robertson,  Lcyburn,  Smith  of  Russell, 
Quillen.  Gricvcr,  Ridley,  Prince,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stanger — 61. 

And  the  house  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  10  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  January  7,  1840. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  laws  in  relation  to  ferries  so  as  more  effectually  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  proprie- 
tors, and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Powell,  Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  withdraw  the  petition  of  Stephen  Murphy  pre- 
sented to  a  former  house  of  delegates. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Venable  the  order  of  the  day  for  considering  the  resolution  for  fixing  a  day  for  the  election 
of  a  senator  to  represent  this  state  in  the  senate  of  the  United  Stales  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Stephenson  on  yesterday,  which  was  under  consideration  when  the  house 
adjourned,  was  resumed  ;  thereupon  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  with  the  consent  of  the  house  withdrew  the 
motion  to  postpone  the  same  indefinitely,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson  the  said  resolution  was  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  (Fight  presented  a  petition  of  Mary  Pruden  and  others  asking  to  be  authorized  to 
make  sale  of  certain  real  estate,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Wade  of  Montgomery  presented  a  petition  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Salem  and  Pepper's 
ferry  turnpike  company  asking  for  authority  to  change  the  location  of  their  road. 

Also  a  petition  of  Charles  L.  Baruett  and  others  remonstrating  against  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition.  The 
said  petition  and  remonstrance  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  upon  the  memorial  of  Elbert  H.  Caldwell  com- 
plaining of  the  undue  election  of  John  Scott,  the  delegate  from  the  county  of  Marshall,  was  taken  up  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Southall. 

The  thirtieth  resolution  declaring  the  votes  of  John  Moore  and  twelve  others  illegal  votes,  was  agreed  to. 
The  thirty-first  resolution  is  the  following  : 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  Turner  Parriott,  it  appears  to  your  committee  by  the  deposition  of  John 
Parriott  that  the  said  Turner  Parriott  was  twenty-one  years  old  at  the  date  of  the  last  election,  and  voted  for 
Elbert  H.  Caldwell  upon  an  interest  in  twenty-five  acres  of  land  lying  in  Marshall  county,  assessed  at  one  dollar 
per  acre,  for  which  he  the  said  John  Parriott  had  executed  and  acknowledged  a  deed,  the  said  deed  bearing 
date  the  16th  day  of  July  1S3S.  And  by  the  depositions  of  Nicholas  Wikert  and  Andrew  Miller  it  appears  that 
the  twenty-five  acres  of  land  conveyed  by  John  Parriott  to  his  son  Turner  Parriott,  and  upon  which  the  said 
Turner  voted  as  aforesaid,  was  a  part  of  a  tract  containing  one  hundred  acres  which  had  been  patented  to  the 
said  John  Parriott  and  Nicholas  Wikert ;  that  the  said  Wikert  discovered  in  July  1837  that  a  certain  M.  Howser 
had  a  prior  and  better  claim  to  one  thousand  acres  of  land  including  the  said  tract  of  one  hundred  acres,  which 
he  has  subsequently  sold.  By  reference  to  the  land  book  of  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue  in  the  county  of 
Marshall  for  1838,  it  appears  that  the  said  tract  of  land  of  one  hundred  acres  claimed  by  Wikert  and  John  Par- 
riott is  assessed  to  John  Parriott  and  the  said  Wikert  at  fifty  cents  per  acre : 

Resolved  therefore  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Turner  Parriott  is  illegal. 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Cropper,  Carpenter,  Hannnh,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Mlllan,  Meredith,  Haskins, 
Thornburg,  Fox,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  nnd  Warren,  Powell,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson, 
Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Lipscomb, 
Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski, 
Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  May,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  RatclifTe,  Sturm, 
Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockinghnm,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh, 
Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince  and  Stanger — 56. 

Noes— Messrs.  Soutball,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of 
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Berkeley,  Hunter,  Kyle,  Toler,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Roane,  Marshall, 
Scott  of  Fauquier  Alderson,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Erskine,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rae, 
Hamlctt,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Beard, 
Ramey,  Harrison,  Smith  of  Mason  und  Jackson,  Evans,  Massic,  M'Connell,  Keen,  Tallman,  Walden,  Robert- 
son, Leyburn,  Dormun,  Stephenson,  Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 51. 

The  thirty-second,  thirty-third  and  thirty-fourth  resolutions  declaring  the  votes  of  Alexander  Clegg,  James 
Luke  and  William  Wilson  to  be  illegal  voles,  were  severally  agreed  to. 

The  thirty-fifth  resolution  declaring  the  vote  of  James  Games  to  be  illegal,  was  amended  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Chapman  by  striking  therefrom  the  word  illegal  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  legal,  and  as  amended 
was  agreed  to. 

The  thirty-sixth  resolution  declaring  the  vote  of  Eli  Tolbert  to  be  illegal  was  amended  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Stbphbnson  by  striking  therefrom  the  word  illegal  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  legal,  and  as  amended 
was  agreed  to. 

The  thirty-seventh  resolution  declaring  the  vote  of  Daniel  Jones  to  be  illegal  was  agreed  to. 
The  thirty-eighth  resolution  is  the  following: 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  Dennis  M.  Parriott,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  had  been  a 
housekeeper  and  head  of  a  family  for  twelve  months  preceding  the  last  election ;  was  assessed  with  a  part  of 
the  revenue  for  the  year  1S39  and  paid  the  same  before  he  voted.  By  reference  to  the  commissioner's  books 
for  the  year  1838,  it  appears  that  the  said  Parriott  was  assessed  with  a  horse  in  that  year.  The  deponent  fur- 
ther states  that  he  lives  in  a  house  with  Mr.  Price,  having  possession  of  one  room  in  the  house,  over  which  be 
has  entire  control;  by  the  agreement  between  them  the  deponent  is  to  regard  the  apartment  occupied  by 
him  as  his  own ;  that  the  deponent  uses  his  own  furniture  and  the  two  families  eat  at  the  same  table,  the  sup- 
plies being  furnished  in  equal  proportions  by  the  parties;  Mr.  Price  owns  the  land  a  part  of  which  deponent 
farms  separately  and  pays  rent  for  it,  but  no  rent  for  the  house  separately,  "  which  is  taken  into  consideration  of 
the  rent  as  is  usually  the  case  in  such  instances."  Repairs  to  tho  house  have  been  made  by  them  for  which  de- 
ponent paid  bis  portion.  By  reference  to  the  list  of  delinquents  in  the  revenue  returned  by  the  sheriff  of  Mar- 
shall for  the  year  1838,  it  appears  that  the  said  Dennis  M.  Parriott  was  returned  delinquent : 

Resolved  therefore.  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Dennis  M.  Parriott  is  illegal. 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  M'Cue,  Lockridge,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Mere- 
dith, Haskins,  Thornburg,  Fox,  Coleman,  Cox,  Burwcll  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Powell, 
Alderson,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hamp- 
shire, White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine, 
Ewing,  Beard,  Lipscomb,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Goode, 
Clayton,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Walts,  Hudnall, 
Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Keen,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Snvder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman, 
Smith  of  Russell,  Quilleo,  Conn,  Bare,  Gricver,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Walker  and 
Stanger— 70. 

Noes — Messrs.  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley, 
Hunter,  Kyle,  Toler,  Corbin,  Cardwell,  Broadus,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Smith  of  Gloucester, 
Erskine,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ramey, 
Harrison,  Massie,  M'Connell,  May,  Tallman,  Ratcliffe,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn  Bnd  Stephenson — 36. 

The  thirty-ninth  resolution  declaring  the  vote  of  James  Patterson  to  be  illegal  was  agreed  to. 

The  fortieth  resolution  being  under  consideration, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman  the  house  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  ten  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  January  8,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  January  7,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bills,  entitled 

"  An  act  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  Milford  in  the  county  of  Harrison." 

"  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Dutoy  and  Powhatan  coal  companies." 

"  An  act  changing  the  lime  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  Randolph  county." 

"  An  act  to  revive  and  amend  the  act  incorporating  the  Madison  manufacturing  company." 

"  An  act  to  change  the  place  of  training  of  the  officers  of  the  95th  regiment  of  Virginia  militia." 

"  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Clover  Hill  coal  mining  and  iron  manufacturing  company." 
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"An  act  concerning  the  estate  of  George  E.  Harrison  deceased." 
"  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Ligon  coal  mining  company." 

"  An  act  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  the  house  of  George  Swheir  in  the  county  of  Frederick  ;"  and 

"  An  act  to  amend  and  explain  the  act,  entitled  'an  act  establishing  the  county  of  Pulaski  of  parts  of  the 
counties  of  Montgomery  and  Wythe.'" 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  Resolved,  That  this  house  will  proceed  by  joint  vote  wiih  the  senate  on  the  17th 
instant  to  elect  a  judge  of  the  general  court  to  supply  the  vacancy  in  the  eighth  judicial  circuit,  occasioned  by 
the  death  of  William  Daniel  esquire. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

Mr,  Aldbrson  presented  a  letter  from  R.  Thompson  relative  to  a  notice  to  accompany  the  petition  from  the 
county  of  Nicholas  for  a  precinct  election  in  said  county,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions 
and  grievances. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Mathews  praying 
for  certain  privileges  in  hauling  seines,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Crutch  field  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Louisa  and  Spotlsylvania  for  the  passage  of  an 
act  declaring  the  North  Anna  river  a  lawful  fence  between  Dabney's  and  Jordon's  mills,  which  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures. 

Also  a  petition  of  the  female  orphan  asylum  at  Fredericksburg  that  a  law  may  be  passed  authorizing  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  and  school  commissioners  in  any  county  in  Virginia  to  pay  to  the  managers  of  the  female 
orphan  asylum  at  Fredericksburg  such  amount  as  they  are  now  or  may  hereafter  be  allowed  by  law  to  pay  for 
the  support  and  education  of  poor  orphan  girls  whenever  such  girls  shall  with  their  approbation  be  placed  in 
said  institution,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges. 

And  a  petition  of  the  mayor,  common  council  and  citizens  of  the  town  of  Fredericksburg  for  a  limited  ex- 
tension of  time  within  which  to  complete  an  undrawn  lottery,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of 
justice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Michaux,  Resolved,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  allowing  further  time  to  William 
Crump  for  the  completion  of  his  mill  dam  across  Appomattox  river  in  Powhatan  county,  and  that  Messrs.  Mi- 
chaux, Cox,  Flood,  Wilson,  Kyle  and  Guerrant  bring  in  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hodobs,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  13th  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  directing  the  course  of  descents"  as 
to  extend  the  exception  therein  to  all  persons  being  in  ventre  m  mere  at  the  time  the  descent  be  cast,  who  would 
be  heirs  of  the  intestate  if  in  being  and  capable  to  take  in  law  as  heirs  at  the  intestate's  death. 

Mr.  Robbrtson  presented  a  petition  of  Samuel  Freeman  asking  that  the  expenses  incurred  by  him  indivi- 
dually in  transporting  supplies  to  Yorktown  on  the  occasion  of  the  reception  of  the  marquis  Lafayette  may  be 
allowed  out  of  the  public  treasury,  which  on  his  motion  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grie- 
vances. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tayloe  of  King  George  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Byrd  on  the  second  instant  for 
the  election  of  an  United  States  senator  was  Taken  up. 
The  same  is  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  this  house  by  joint  vote  with  the  senate  will  proceed  on  Monday  the  \3th  instant  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a  United  Slates  senator  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  service  of 
William  C.  Rives  esq. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May  the  same  was  amended  by  striking  therefrom  the  words  "  Monday  the  thirteenth,"  and 
inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  the  twenty-third,"  and  as  amended  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  upon  the  memorial  of  Elbert  H.  Caldwell  complain- 
ing of  the  undue  election  of  John  Scott,  the  delegate  from  the  county  of  Marshall,  was  taken  up. 

The  fortieth  resolution  is  the  following  : 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  Thomas  Burrows,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  voted  on  a 
right  to  a  tract  of  land  containing  fifty  acres  lying  in  Marshall  county,  which  he  purchased  in  April  1838  for 
three  hundred  dollars — he  paid  fifty  dollars  cash,  and  at  several  times  has  mnde  payments  amounting  to  nearly 
three  hundred  dollars — the  year  before  he  removed  to  the  said  land  he  rented  it  to  his  father,  and  since  the  first 
of  April  last  has  lived  on  it  himself.  By  the  lerms  of  the  contract,  which  is  not  in  writing,  he  was  entitled  to  a 
deed  for  said  land  when  two  hundred  dollars  were  paid,  and  he  thinks  that  amount  was  paid  six  months  before 
the  last  election. 

The  deponent's  father  spoke  to  Morgan  Jones  to  draw  a  deed  for  the  said  land,  which  he  understands  was 
done  some  time  in  last  May  before  the  election,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  executed,  deponent  not  having  had  time 
to  attend  to  it  as  Jones  lives  about  twenty  miles  from  him : 

Resolved  therefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Thomas  Burrows  is  illegal. 

The  question  was  put  upon  agreeing  to  the  said  resolution  and  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Tayloe  of  King  George  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  wore  recorded  as  follow: 
Aves — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Lockridge,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Has- 
kins,  Thornhurg,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Powell,  Howell,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Gray- 
son, Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  WThite,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of 
Wight,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Lipscomb,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of 
Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Heath,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rock- 
ingham, Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince, 
Goodson  and  Slanger — 52. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford, 
Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Kyle,  Flood,  Tolcr,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Broadus,  Wilson, 
Whitworth,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Alderson,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Smith  of  Glouces- 
ter, Erskine,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlctt,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King 
George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson, 
Goode,  Evans,  Hodges,  Massie,  Watt6,  Fitzgerald,  M'Connell,  Hiden,  Staples,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tall- 
man.  Michaux,  Veuable,  Ralcliffe,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Crutch6eld,  Spotts,  Stephenson  and 


The  forty-first,  forty-second,  forty-third,  forty-fourth  and  forty-fifth  resolutions,  declaring  the  votes  of  Jesse 
Bane  and  seventeen  others,  of  William  M'Farland,  Garrett  Snedeger,  Francis  M'Grath  and  Hugh  Kerr  to  be 
legal  votes,  were  severally  agreed  to. 

The  forty-sixth  resolution  is  the  following: 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  William  Clauson,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  was  born  in 
Ireland — that  five  or  six  years  ago  he  declared  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  before 
the  court  of  Ohio  county,  Virginia — two  years  afterwards  he  went  before  the  court  and  took  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance as  a  citizen — he  proved  to  the  court  at  that  time  that  he  had  been  a  peaceable  citizen,  which  was  satisfac- 
tory to  the  court,  and  he  was  admitted  a  citizen  of  the  United  States — that  he  did  not  obtain  a  certificate 
from  the  clerk,  not  deeming  it  necessary  to  do  so : 

Resolced  therefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  William  Clauson  is  legal. 

The  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  unanimously  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Banks  the  said  vote  was  recorded  as  follow  : 

Ayes— Messrs.  Cropper,  Southall,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell, 
Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle, 
Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox.  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus, 
Wilson,  Whitworth,  Roane,  Powell,  Marshall,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Alderson,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin, 
Baker,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Butts,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Al- 
len of  Hampshire,  White,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Worthington, 
Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing, 
Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Smith  of  Mason  and 
Jackson,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Massie, 
Watts,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  M'Connell,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Heath,  Ral- 
clifie, Sturm,  Walden,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quil- 
len. Conn,  Griever,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walker,  Jackson 
of  Wood,  and  Stanger — 111. 

The  forty-seventh  resolution  is  the  following: 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  John  Allen,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  was  more  than 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  was  born  in  the  county  of  Ohio,  now  Marshall,  was  a  housekeeper  and  the  head  of  a 
family  in  the  said  county  more  than  twelve  months  before  the  election,  and  was  assessed  with  a  part  of  the  re- 
venue of  the  commonwealth  for  the  year  1838,  and  paid  the  same  before  he  voted. 

Deponent  states  that  he  and  his  father-in-law  both  live  in  the  same  house,  his  father-in-law  in  one  part  and 
he  in  the  other ;  they  eat  at  the  same  table,  but  each  provides  his  portion  of  the  provisions,  and  they  share 
equally  the  expenses  of  housekeeping ;  they  farm  together  and  divide  the  profits  of  the  farm.  He  considers  the 
bouse  as  much  his  as  Mr.  Bartow's.  Their  families  are  about  equal  in  size,  and  deponent's  wife  does  the  chief 
work  of  housekeeping.    That  Mr.  Bartow  voted  on  a  freehold  interest: 

Resolced  therefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  John  Allen  is  legal. 

The  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  H'ight  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow  : 
Ayes — Messrs.  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell, 
Mycra  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Card- 


King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Smith  of 


Walker— €9. 
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and  Jackson,  Evans,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Massie,  Watts,  M'Conncll,  Hiden,  Hincr,  May,  Tunstall, 
Keen,  Tallman,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dortnan,  Quillen,  Stephenson,  Walker,  and  Jackson  of 
Wood— 65. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Carpenter,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Thornburg,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and 
Warren,  Powell,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of 
Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Lipscomb,  Banks,  Taylor  of 
Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald, 
Aleshire,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Heath,  rtatcliffe,  Sturm,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Rus- 
sell, Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince  and  Stanger— 49. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White  the  report  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  White  presented  a  petition  of  Mary  W.  Lawson  for  a  divorce  from  her  husband  Fabius  Lawson,  which 
was  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hunter  the  house  adjourned  until  to-morrow  ten  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  January  9,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  January  8,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bills,  entitled, 

"  An  act  concerning  the  town  of  Laurenceville  in  the  county  of  Brunswick." 
An  act  to  amend  the  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  lands  late  the  property  of  Cornelia  Hopkins  de- 
ceased and 

"An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act  declaring  Greenbrier  river  a  public  highway.'"' 
They  have  also  passed  the  bill,  entitled, 

"An  act  to  authorize  two  separate  elections  in  the  county  of  Loudoun  and  one  in  the  county  of  Halifax," 
with  an  amendment  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  house  of  delegates. 
The  said  amendment  was  agreed  to  by  the  house. 
Ordered,  That  the  clerk  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southall  the  report  of  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  upon  the  memorial  of 
Elbert  II.  Caldwell  complaining  of  the  undue  election  of  John  Scott  the  delegate  from  the  county  of  Marshall 
was  taken  up;  thereupon  the  forty-eighth,  forty-ninth,  fiftieth,  fifty-first,  filiy-srcond  and  fifty-third  resolutions 
declaring  the  votes  of  John  Custor,  Bonard  A.  Connelly,  David  Allen,  George  M'Caskey,  David  M'Mechen  and 
George  Majors  to  be  legal  votes  were  severally  agreed  to. 

The  fifty-fourth  resolution  is  the  following: 

In  relation  to  the  votes  of  the  said  David  Majors  and  John  Majors,  it  appears  by  the  deposition  of  Joseph 
Majors  that  the  said  David  and  John  are  both  over  twenty-one  years  of  age ;  that  they  voted  at  the  last  election 
on  one  hundred  and  sixty  or  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  land,  which  is  assessed  in  the  name  of  Elias 
Majors  ;  that  the  said  land  was  purchased  by  the  said  John  and  David,  together  with  their  brothers  Elias,  Daniel, 
George  and  Joseph,  about  twelve  years  ago  from  Elias  Majors,  since  deceased.  By  a  written  agreement  be- 
tween the  said  John,  David  and  others  and  the  said  Elias,  the  latter  bound  himself  and  his  heirs  to  make  a  deed 
to  them  when  all  the  money  was  paid;  they  have  paid  about  thirteen  hundred  dollars  in  equal  proportions; 
having  equal  interests  in  the  land  they  pay  equal  portions  of  the  purchase  money  :  the  principal  part  of  this  sum 
was  paid  more  than  a  year  ago,  and  about  six  hundred  dollars  remain  due ;  and  the  said  Elias,  the  grantor, 
having  died,  and  his  heirs  not  being  able  to  make  a  deed,  the  payment  of  the  balance  has  been  delayed  on  that 
account.    David  and  John  are  now  and  have  been  for  some  years  past  living  on  different  parts  of  said  land: 

llaolved,  That  the  votes  of  the  said  David  Majors  and  John  Majors  are  legal. 

And  the  question  being  put  upon  agreeing  to  the  same  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Banks  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow  : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Soul  hall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cuc,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of 
Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Card  well, 
Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whilworth,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Alderson, 
Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Erskinc,  Gibson,  Seymour,  Armstrong,  M'Rac,  Hamlett,  Wor- 
hington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson, 
Beard,  Ramcy,  Harrison,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Goode,  Evans,  Hodges,  Massie,  Watts,  M'Connell, 
Hiden,  Staples,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Venable,  Roberts,  Walden,  Leyburn,'  Dorman,  Crutchfield,  Stephen- 
son and  Walker — 67. 

Noes— Messrs.  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Thornburg,  Cox, 
Powell,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hamp- 
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shire,  Lee,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Fontaine,  Lipscomb,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Basker- 
ville, Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Hud- 
nall,  Fitzgerald,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  May,  Michaux,  Heath,  Ratclific,  Sturm,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rocking- 
ham, Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Grievcr,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince, 
Spotts,  Goodson,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Slanger — 55. 

The  fifty-filth  resolution  declaring  the  votes  of  Andrew  Kiger  and  twenty-one  other  persons  to  be  legal 
votes  was  agreed  to. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Chapman  (a  member  voting  with  the  majority)  that  the  fifth  rule  of  this 
house  be  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  reconsidering  the  vote  concurring  with  the  committee  in  the  20th  resolu- 
tion, and  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Mitchell,  Myers  of 
Berkeley,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Thornburg,  Coleman,  Card- 
well,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Wilson,  Whitworlb,  Powell,  Howell,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker, 
Byrd,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Arm- 
strong, Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Lawson,  Beard,  Harney,  Lipscomb,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Ma- 
thews and  Middlesex,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of 
Morgan,  Hodges,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  May, 
Keen,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Roberts,  Heath,  Hatclifte,  Sturm,  Walden,  Robertson,  Snyder, 
Ley  burn,  Dorman,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  0  never,  Ridley,  Crutchficld,  Fitzhugh, 
Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Walker  and  Stanger — 88. 

Noes — Messrs.  Southall,  Lockridgc,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Hunter,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Roane, 
Marshall,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Alderson,  Hale,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Erskinc,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Wor- 
thington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Harrison,  Smith  of 
Mason  and  Jackson,  Evans,  M'Connell,  Staples,  Tunslall,  Tallman,  and  Jackson  of  Wood-5^. 

The  said  vote  was  th  -n  reconsidered,  and  the  said  resolution  was  read  as  follows : 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  Andrew  Montgomery,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  was  a 
citizen  of  Marshall  county  more  than  one  year  before  the  last  election.  That  he  voted  on  a  title  bond  for  one 
hundred  acres  of  land  lying  in  said  county,  of  which  he  had  enjoyed  peaceable  possession  more  than  one  year 
before  voting,  and  had  improved  a  portion  of  it  on  which  he  now  resides.  He  "  had  paid  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars  on  it:" 

Resolved,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Andrew  Montgomery  is  illegal. 

And  the  question  being  put  upon  agreeing  to  the  said  resolution  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  <>f  hie  of  Wight  the  ayes  and  noei  were  recorded  as  follow : 
Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  Stuart,  Lock  ridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford, 
Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Cor- 
bin, Cardwell,  Cox,  Broadus,  Whiiwnrth,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Alderson,  Hale,  Wade  of  Frank- 
lin, Smith  of  Gloucester,  Erskine,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Seymour,  Lee,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of 
Wight,  Worthingion,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewinc,  Lawson, 
Beard,  Rnmey,  Harrison,  Brinks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Baskerville, 
Evans,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Massie,  Watts,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Ale- 
shire, Staples,  Hiner,  Tunslall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Roberts,  Heath,  HatclifTe,  Sturm,  Walden,  Robertson, 
Ley  burn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Grievcr,  Ridley,  Crutchficld,  Clarke 
of  Surry,  Prince,  Stephenson,  Gnodton,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — S7. 

Noes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  M'Cue,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  War- 
ren, Wilson,  Powell,  Howe'l,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Allen  of  Hampshire, 
Armstrong,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Hudnall,  May,  Carroll  oi 
Preston,  Venable,  Snyder,  Shipman,  Bare,  Filzhugh,  Walker  and  Stanger — 32. 

The  fifty-sixth,  fifty-seventh  and  fifty-eighth  resolutions  declaring  the  voles  of  John  Wilson,  John  A.  Roe, 
and  Gains  Roberts,  to  be  legal  votes  were  on  questions  nut  thereupon  agreed  to  by  the  house. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Smith  r>f  hie  of  flight  that  the  house  do  now  adjourn,  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative.  v 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Butts  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow: 

Avf.s — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker.)  Southall,  Wood,  Stuart,  Lockrtdce,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Brax- 
ton and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Thornburg,  Fox,  Corbin,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Hale,  Baker,  Byrd, 
Smith  of  Gloucester,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Reynolds, 
Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Smith  of  Mason  and 
Jackson,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodge*,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Hudnall, 
Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  May,  Tuiistall,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Heath,  Ratclific,  Sturm, 
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Snyder,  Leyburn,  Conn,  Ridley,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Stephenson,  Good»on,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and 
Stanger— 61. 

Noes — Messrs.  Cropper,  Carpenter,  Cabell,  M'Cuc,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Kyle, 
Flood,  Toler,  Cardwell,  Broad  us,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Roane,  Powell,  Marshall,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Alderson, 
Howell,  Wade  of  Franklin,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Butts,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson, 
Hamlett,  Worthinglon,  Kennedy,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Ramey.  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Malhews 
and  Middlesex,  Evans,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Watts,  Staples,  Keen,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson, 
Donnan,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Grievcr,  Crutchficld  and  Walker — 64. 

Ami  the  house  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  teu  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  Januarv  10,  1S40. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk: 

IN  SENATE,  January  9,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bills  entitled, 
"An  act  concerning  special  courts  of  appeals." 

"An  act  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery  for  the  county  of 
Greenbrier;"  and 

"An  act  to  incorporate  the  Daniel's  run  and  Hailsford  turnpike  company." 
Mr.  Michaux  according  to  order  presented  the  following  bill: 

No.  7S.  A  bill  allowing  further  time  to  William  Crump  for  the  completion  of  a  mill-dam. 

Mr.  Hannah  presented  a  petition  of  Andrew  Dill  and  others  praying  for  leave  to  erect  a  dam  across  James 
river  in  the  county  of  Botetourt  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  mill  on  said  river,  which  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  propositions  and  grievances. 

Mr.  Watts  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Norfolk  praying  for  a  liberal  and  extensive 
system  of  education  in  the  commonwealth. 

Mr.  Goodson  presented  a  petition  of  the  trustees  of  Emory  and  Henry  college  in  the  county  of  Washington 
asking  a  donation  for  the  benefit  of  said  college. 

The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges. 

Mr.  Robertson  presented  a  petition  of  A.  Collins  praying  that  a  company  may  be  incorporated  for  the 
manufacture  of  axes,  tools  &c.  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  agriculture  and 
manufactures. 

Mr.  Whitworth  presented  a  petition  of  Martha  A.  Elliott  to  be  authorized  to  make  sale  of  certain  real  es- 
tate, which  was  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bckwkm.  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Jlcsolral,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be 
directed  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  the  quarterly  terms  of  Warren  county  court  to  be  altered  from  the  fourth 
Thursday  in  June  to  the  fourth  Thursday  in  May  of  each  year. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  upon  the  memorial  of  Elbert  H.  Caldwell  com- 
plaining of  the  undue  election  of  John  Scott  the  delegate  from  the  county  of  Marshall,  was  taken  up. 

The  fifty-ninth,  sixtieth,  sixty-first,  sixty-second,  sixty-third,  sixty-fourth,  sixty-fifth,  sixty-sixth,  sixty-se- 
venth and  sixty-eighth  resolutions,  declaring  the  votes  of  Robert  Tomlinson,  Thomas  Taylor,  James  Purdy, 
James  Jameson,  Joshua  Blake,  Michael  Pyles,  Edward  W.  Caricr,  Edward  Supler,  Friend  Cox  and  Simeon 
Purdy  scn'r  to  be  legal  votes  were  severally  agreed  to. 

The  house  on  motion  recurred  to  the  seventh  resolution,  which  was  passed  by  on  the  21st  instant. 

Tbe  »aid  resolution  is  the  following : 

The  vote  of  Jacob  Cofield  was  next  taken  up  by  your  committee,  when  the  memorialist  objected  to  the 
reading  the  deposition  of  the  said  Cofield,  taken  to  sustain  his  vote,  upon  the  ground  that  he  the  memorial  st 
was  obliged  io  attend  court  on  the  day  it  was  taken,  and  could  not  attend  the  taking  of  the  deposition.  Tutl 
objection  was  overruled  by  the  committee,  and  the  deposition  was  accordingly  read,  by  which  it  appeared  t  iat 
notice  was  given  ihe  memorialist  by  the  returned  member,  that  the  said  deposition  would  be  taken  at  the  ho  i-e 
of  John  T.  M'Creery  on  the  lGth  October,  and  that  it  was  taken  at  the  house  of  the  deponent.  Upon  this 
ground  the  deposition  was  rejected.  And  no  other  evidence  being  exhibited  to  establish  the  legality  of  the  vote: 

ReMolctd,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Jacob  Cofield  is  illegal. 

And  the  question  being  put  upon  agreeing  to  the  said  resolution  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Fontaine  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow : 

A tes— Messrs.  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter, 
Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Broadus, 
Roane,  Marshall,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Alderson,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Gucrrant, 
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Erskine,  Seymour,  Lee,  M'Rae,  Hamlctt,  Worlhingtnn,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of 
Lancaster  and  Uiclimond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Kaniey,  Harrison,  Evans,  Hodges,  Massic,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough, 
Watts,  Etbcridgc,  Yerby,  M'Connel!,  Hiner,  Tunstnll,  Keen,  Tallman,  Roberts,  Waldcn,  Robertson,  Leyburn, 
Dorroan,  Crutchficld,  Stephenson,  Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 62. 

Nobs — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Carpenter,  M'Cue,  Mitchell,  Hannah,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Bur- 
well  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Wilson,  Powell,  Howell,  Byrd,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax, 
Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Islo  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing, 
Lipscomb,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Baskcrville,  Goode,  Clnyton,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and 
Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  May,  Midiaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Vcnable, 
Heath,  RatclifTe,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Fit2- 
hugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Goodson  and  Stanger — 58. 

The  sixty-ninth  resolution  declares  that  the  votes  of  Thomas  Clegg,  John  Henderson,  Jacob  Cofield, 
H.  B.  O'Neal,  John  Rogerson,  Francis  Campbell,  John  Alien,  Charles  M'Keneghan,  Robert  Rush,  William 
H.  Kirkman,  William  H.  Henry,  Lewis  Tomlinson,  Joseph  Tomlinson,  Andrew  Montgomery,  David  Hed- 
rickson,  John  Marshall,  Eduxird  Wiikin$on,  Jacob  Richmond,  Jothua  Bursre,  Moses  Smalley,  George  Ryan, 
William  Travis,  William  Clarke,  Frederick  Smith,  Jama  Criswell,  John  Williams,  Timothy  Mayhall,  Alexan- 
der Barr,  James  Parks,  William  Ruth,  Ebcnczcr  Buchanan,  Jehu  Parsons,  Reason  Biddle,  David  Maclane,  Ed- 
ward Campbell  and  Owen  Riley  ought  to  be  stricken  from  the  poll  of  the  returned  member  because  they  arc 
illegal. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Socthali.  the  said  resolution  was  amended  by  striking  therefrom  the  names  of  *'  William 
H.  Kirkman,  Edward  Wilkinson,  Joshua  Burge,  William  Travis,  James  Criswell,  Edward  Campbell  and  Owen 
Riley,"  and  as  amended  was  agreed  to  by  the  house. 

The  seventieth  resolution  declaring  that  the  votes  of  John  Moore,  Ralph  Marsh,  Robert  Clendening,  Wil- 
liam Collins,  James  Gallaher,  William  Moore,  James  Baird,  Turner  Parriott,  Alexander  Clegg,  James  Luke, 
William  Wilson,  David  Bonar,  Jama  Garnet,  Caleb  Blakemore,  Eli  Talbert,  Daniel  Jones,  Dennis  M.  Parriott, 
Joseph  Hammond,  Moses  Tichnel,  James  Patterson,  Allen  Davis,  Joseph  G.  Hicks  and  Thomas  Burrows  should 
be  stricken  from  the  poll  of  the  memorialist  because  they  are  illegal,  was  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Socthall 


by  striking  therefrom  the  names  of  "James  Games,  Eli  Talbert  and  Thomas  Burrows." 

The  residue  of  the  resolution  is  the  following: 

The  polls  at  the  close  of  the  election  stood  thus : 

For  John  Scott,              -                -                -                -                -                -  314 

Deduct  illegal  votes,               -               -                -                -                -  36 

Remaining  good  votes,                .....  278 

For  Elbert  H.  Caldwell,                  -               -               -               -               -               -  308 

Deduct  illegal  votes,               -                -               -                -                -  23 

Remaining  good  votes,                .....  ogg 


The  same  was  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Southall  so  as  to  read  : 

The  polls  at  the  close  of  the  election  stood  thus : 
For  John  Scott,  ... 
Deduct  illegal  votes, 

Remaining  good  votes,  - 

For  Elbert  H.  Caldwell,  -  -  309 

Deduct  illegal  votes,  -  -  -  -  -  20 

Remaining  good  votes,    -  2S8 

The  said  resolution  as  amended  was  agreed  to. 
The  seventy-first  resolution  was  ihe  following: 

Rcsotred  as  'the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  poll  ought  to  stand  thus  : 
For  Elbert  H.  Caldwell,  -  -  -  -  -  285 

For  John  Scott,  .......  278 

And  that  Elbert  H.  Caldwell  was  duly  elected  to  represent  the  county  of  Marshall  in  the  present  house  of 
delegates. 


314 
29 


285 
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The  same  was  amended  so  as  to  read  : 

Ilaolccd  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  poll  ought  to  stand  thus : 
For  Elbert  H.  Caldwell,    -  -  -  -  -  -  2S8 

For  John  Scott,  -------  285 

And  tbat  Elbert  H.  Caldwell  was  duly  elected  to  represent  the  county  of  Marshall  in  the  present  house  of 
delegates. 

Mr.  Butts  proposed  to  amend  the  same  by  substituting  therefor  the  following: 

Itcno/vrd,  That  John  Scott  has  received  a  majority  of  the  legal  votes  of  the  county  of  Marshall  and  is  enti- 
tled to  represent  said  county  in  the  present  house  of  delegates. 

Subsequently  with  the  leave  of  the  house  Mr.  Butts  withdrew  the  proposition  and  Mr.  Chopper  renewed 
it;  thereupon  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  flight  demanded  the  previous  question,  and  the  same  having  been  sustained 
by  the  house,  the  question  was  put  upon  agreeing  to  ihe  substitute  and  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  molion  of  Mr.  Chopper  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow: 

Aves — Messrs.  Caq>enter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Thornburg,  Bur- 
well  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Powell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Bulls,  Clark  of  Halifax, 
Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Wright*  Ewing,  Lipscomb,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Basker- 
villc,  Gooilc,  Aleshirc,  Venablc,  Heath,  Ratclifie,  Sturm,  bhipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Clarke  of  Surry,  and 
Princt — 35. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Snuthall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Sluart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of 
Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell, 
Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitwnrth,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scolt  of  Fauquier,  Aldcrson,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin, 
Smith  of  Gloucester,  Erskine,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'llac,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Worthington.  Ken- 
nedy, Reynolds,  Tuyloc  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ha- 
rney, Harrison,  Banks,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and 
Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  Hudnall,  Fitz- 
gerald, M'Councll,  Hiden,  Hiner,  May,  Tunsiall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Roberts,  Wal- 
den,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Smith  of  Russell,  Grievcr,  Ridley,  Crutch- 
field,  Fitzhugh,  S|Kitts,  Stephenson,  Walker,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stanger — 88. 

The  question  recurred  upon  adopting  the  seventy-first  resolution  of~lhe  committee  as  amended,  and  wa8 
determined  in  the  afliimative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of 
Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell, 
Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott  of  Fauquier,  Aldcrson.  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith 
of  Gloucester,  Erskine,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Worlhinglon,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King 
George,  Tayloe  of  Lancasier  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Harney,  Harrison,  Banks,  Smith  of  Mason  and 
Jackson,  Evans,  Hodges,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etheridge,  iTerby,  Hudnall,  M'Conncll,  Hi- 
ner, May,  Tunsiall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Griever,  Crutch- 
field,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 72. 

Njss — Messrs.  C  trpetitcr,  Hamuli,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  L^wU,  Meredith,  Hi*kins,  Thornburg.  Bur- 
well of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Powell,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Clark  of 
Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Mnilh  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Lipscomb, 
Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Baskrrville,  Goodc,  Clayton,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of 
Morgan,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Aleshirc,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venablc,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of 
Rockingham,  .Sliipman,  Smilh  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince, 
Good  son  and  Stangei — 51. 

Mr.  Clark  of  Hiil'fux  presented  ;t  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Halifax  for  a  revision  and  amend- 
ment of  the  present  system  of  common  schools,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges. 

Also  a  petition  of  Levi  A.  Blankinship  praying  to  be  released  from  a  line,  imposed  upon  him  by  the  circuit 
court  of  the  county  of  Halifax,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Yehbv  presented  a  petition  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  county  of  Northampton  for  the  passage 
of  an  act  authorizing  them  to  purchase  a  tract  of  land  for  the  benefit  of  the  county,  which  on  his  motion  was 
referred  to  a  committee  of  Messrs.  Yerby,  Cropper,  Bayly,  Crafiord,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  and  Smilh  of 
Gloucester. 

Mr.  Banks  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crutohfif.i.d  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Ileiotitil,  That  this  house  will  with  the  concurrence  of  the  senate  proceed  on  the  instant 
jointly  witli  that  body  to  the  election  of  a  major  gr-neral  of  the  second  division  of  Virginia  militia  to  fill  the  va- 
cancy occasioned  by  (he  resignation  of  general  William  Madison. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hi;ntek,  Ihwlvcd,  That  when  this  house  adjourns  to-day  it  will  adjourn  until  to-morrow 
12  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ratcliffe  the  house  adjourned  accordingly. 
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SATURDAY,  January  11,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk: 

IN  SENATE,  January  10,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled, 
"  Au  act  concerning  the  killing  of  deer." 

And  they  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  for  electing  a  judge  of  the  general  court  in  the  eighth  judicial  cir- 
cuit, with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tolbr  the  said  resolution  and  amendment  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Worthington,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  enquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  amending  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  concerning  the  processioning  of  lands,"  pessed  February  26th, 
1839,  by  repealing  so  much  of  said  act  as  requires  a  majority  of  the  acting  justices  of  the  county  to  be  present 
when  the  appointment  authorized  to  be  made  by  said  act  is  made,  and  that  said  committee  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May,  Resolved,  That  six  copies  of  the  Revised  Code  and  Supplement  be  purchased  or 
otherwise  procured  by  the  clerk  of  this  house,  one  for  the  use  of  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  and  the 
others  for  the  other  committees  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Beard  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  second  auditor's  office  presented  a  report  upon 
the  condition  of  said  office. 

Mr.  Wilson  from  the  committee  of  agriculture  and  manufactures  presented  the  following  bills: 

No.  80.  A  bill  concerning  flour  barrels ;  and 

No.  81.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bradford  coal  mining  company  in  the  county  of  Goochland. 
Mr.  Powell  reported  wiih  amendment  a  bill, 

No.  55.  Concerning  the  destruction  of  wild  fowl  in  the  counties  of  Accomack  and  Fairfax. 
Mr.  May  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  presented  the  following  bill: 

No.  82.  A  bill  charging  real  assets  with  the  payment  of  simple  contract  debts,  and  declaring  the  mode  of 
administering  the  same. 

Mr.  Ramey  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Loudoun  praying  that  ferrymen  and  all  other 
persons  having  boats,  canoes,  &c.  on  the  Potomac  river  may  be  required  by  law  to  keep  them  secured  by  night 
so  as  to  prevent  absconding  slaves  from  crossing  said  river  in  them. 

Mr.  Lek  presented  a  memorial  of  Richard  Randolph  and  Oliver  Perry  asking  to  be  authorized  to  make  sale 
of  certain  real  estate. 

The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Baker  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  ol"  Frederick  praying  that  a  road  may  be  made 
on  state  account  Irom  Winchester  to  the  town  of  Bath  in  the  county  of  Morgan,  which  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 

Mr.  Armstrong  presented  a  remonstrance  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Harrison  against  the  selection  of 
the  town  of  Hnrrisville  as  the  site  for  the  seat  of  justice  for  the  new  county  proposed  to  be  ibrmed  out  of  parts  of 
the  counties  of  Harrison,  Lewis  and  Wood,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

No.  04.  An  engrossed  bill  to  incorporate  the  Exchange  hotel  company  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  was  taken 
up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  read  a  third  lime  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 
Mr.  Gdode  presented  a  petition  of  Richard  B.  Bnptist  praying  for  a  sum  of  money  lo  be  allowed  him  lor 
insolvent  militia  fines  paid  by  him  into  the  treasury,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  finance. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thorxburo,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  be  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  changing  the  lime  of  meeting  of  the  legislature  from  the  first  Monday  in  Decem- 
ber to  Tuesday  the  first  day  of  December  in  the  year  1S40. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Powell,  Resulted,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  bringing  in  a  bill  to  furnish  the  clerks  of  the  county  courts  of  the  respective  counties  in  this 
commonwealth  with  a  copy  of  the  journal  of  the  house  of  delegntes  in  the  manner  the  acts  of  the  general  as- 
sembly arc  now  distributed,  to  be  kept  in  the  office  of  said  clerk  for  ihe  use  of  the  public,  and  that  said  commit- 
tee report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Harrison  presented  a  petition  of  Vcrlinda  Perry  praying  to  be  paid  ihe  value  of.  a  slave  condemned 
to  death,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harrison,  Retolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  37th  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts 
concerning  slaves,  free  negroes  and  mulattoes,"  passed  March  2d,  1819,  as  lo  provide  for  the  payment  of  slaves 
transported  or  banished  under  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  to  suppress  the  circulation  of  incendiary  publications, 
und  for  other  purposes,"  which  passed  23d  March  1S36;  and  that  they  farther  enquire  into  the  expediency  of 
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Jroviding  for  tl»c  payment  of  $800  to  Verlinda  Perry  for  her  slave  Jarrett  who  was  condemned  in  the  month  of 
une  1839,  by  the  county  court  of  Loudoun  under  the  said  act  of  March  23d,  1836. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  communication  from  William  H.  Macfarland,  president  of  the  Farmers 
Bank  of  Virginia,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  report  submitted  to  the  stockholders  of  the  said  bank  at  the  annual 
meeting  held  the  7th  instant,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Vknaule  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  banks  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  24.] 

No.  52.  An  engrossed  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "  an  act  concerning  general  elections  in  this  common- 
wealth," was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight;  thereupon  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfield  the 
rule  of  the  house  was  suspended,  and  the  vote  ordering  said  bill  to  be  engrossed  was  reconsidered,  and  the  said 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  committee  which  brought  it  in. 

No.  69.  An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  a  ferry  from  the  lands  of  Thomas  and  Ephraim  Pollock  in  the  county 
of  Marshall  across  the  Ohio  river  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 
The  following  engrossed  bills  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed : 
No.  48.  A  bill  concerning  levies  for  the  building  of  bridges  and  causeways. 
No.  67.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Elizabeth  and  Farkcrsburg  turnpike  company. 
No.  70.  A  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  Floyd's  store  in  the  county  of  Tazewell ;  and 
No.  71.  A  bill  changing  the  name  of  the  town  of  Sparta  in  the  county  of  Rockingham. 
Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  bills  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 
No.  54.  A  bill  to  establish  a  company  of  light  infantry  in  the  city  of  Richmond  ;  and 
No.  68.  A  bill  concerning  the  publication  of  deeds,  were  on  motions  severally  made  ordered  to  be  laid  upon 
the  table. 

No.  72.  A  bill  making  further  provision  for  completing  the  eastern  section  of  the  road  on  the  route  surveyed 
from  Huntersvillc  to  Parkersburg  was  read  a  second  lime,  and  the  question  being  put  upon  engrossing  the  same 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Venablb  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Carpenter,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Han- 
nah, Jackson  of  Braxton  aud  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Thornburg,  Fox,  Wilson,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne, 
Howell,  Hale,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Erskine,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Hamlctt,  Wor- 
thington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloc  of  King  George,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Clayton, 
Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Massie,  Etheridge,  Hiden,  Aleshire, 
Hincr,  May,  Keen,  Tallman,  Sturm,  Walden,  Robertson,  Lcyburn,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Conn,  Griever, 
Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stanger — 64. 

Noes — Messrs.  Cropper,  Soulhall,  Wood,  Cabell,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle, 
Flood,  Corbin,  Cardwcll,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Roane,  Powell,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Clark  of 
Halifax,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Banks,  Tay- 
lor of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Baskcrvillc,  Goode,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Yerbv,  Hudnall,  Fitzge- 
rald, Tunstall,  Venable,  Roberts,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Ridley,  Crutchfiefd,  Filzhugh,  Clarke 
of  Surry,  Prince  and  Walker — 44. 

No.  73.  A  bill  authorizing  a  further  subscription  on  behalf  of  the  state  to  the  stock  of  the  Red  and  Blue 
Sulphur  springs  turnpike  company  was  read  a  second  time,  and  the  same  being  under  consideration, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman  the  house  adjourned  until  Monday  12  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  Januaht  13,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  January  11,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bills,  entitled 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  Western  insurance  company  ;"  and 

"An  act  prescribing  the  punishment  for  poisoning  or  attempting  to  poison,"  with  amendments,  in  which 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

The  said  amendment  to  the  first  bill  being  twice  read  was  agreed  to. 
Ordered,  That  the  clerk  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "an  act  prescribing  the  punishment  for  poisoning  or  attempting  to 
poison,"  being  read,  on  motion  of  Mr.  May  the  said  bill  and  amendments  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M'Rae,  Resolved,  That  the  register  of  the  land  office  furnish  the  house  with  a  statement 
shewing  how  many  officers  and  soldiers  have  received  military  warrants  for  services  in  the  revolution  besides 
those  included  in  the  statement  of  the  register  bearing  date  16th  December  1834;  also  bow  many  officers  have 
received  their  warrants,  and  what  portion  were  received  prior  to  the  end  of  the  year  1784,  and  what  number  of 
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them  were  of  the  continental  line  ;  also  the  number  of  generals,  colonels,  lieutenant  colonels,  chaplains  and  sur- 
geons who  have  received  their  warrants,  and  the  quantity  of  land  paid  to  each  class. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  further  provision  by  law  for  regulating  notices  to  quit  in  cases  of  undcterminatc 
leases. 

Mr.  Southall  from  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  reported  with  amendments  the  following  bill: 
No.  62.  A  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "an  act  concerning  general  elections  in  this  commonwealth;" 
which  was  taken  up,  and  the  said  amendments  being  agreed  to,  the  said  bill  as  amended  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed. 

Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood  from  the  committee  on  the  register's  office  presented  a  report  upon  the  condition  of 
said  office. 

Mr.  Ramey  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  presented  the  following  bills: 
No.  83.  A  bill  providing  for  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  justice  for  the  county  of  King  William. 
No.  84.  A  bill  to  discontinue  Hooe's  ferry  across  the  Potomac  from  his  land  to  Cedar  Point  in  Mary- 
land;  and 

No.  85.  A  bill  to  change  the  place  of  holding  a  separate  election  in  the  county  of  Franklin. 
Mr.  May  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  presented  the  following  bills: 
No.  SG.  A  bill  concerning  the  arrest  of  poor  debtors. 

No.  87.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  second  quarterly  term  of  the  county  court  of  Warren. 
No.  89.  A  bill  releasing  to  Susan  C.  Bott  and  Eliza  Niblo  the  commonwealth's  right  to  a  lot  in  the  town  of 
Petersburg;  and 

No.  89.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  courts  of  Jefferson  county. 

Mr.  Crutchfield  from  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  presented  the  following  bill: 

No.  90.  A  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company. 

Mr.  Yerby  according  to  order  presented  a  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  certain  lands  for  the  use  of  the 
poor  of  the  county  of  Northampton. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfield  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Banks  on  Friday  last  was  taken  up,  and 
being  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Banks,  was  as  amended  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  this  house  will  with  the  concurrence  of  the  senate  proceed  on  the  24th  instant,  jointly  with 
that  body,  to  the  election  of  a  major-general  of  the  second  division  of  Virginia  militia  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  resignation  of  general  William  Madison. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ratcliffe,  Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  exempt  the  counties  of 
Prince  William  and  Campbell  from  the  operation  of  an  act,  entitled  "an  act  passed  the  day  of 

1839,  relating  to  apprentices and  that  Messrs.  Ratcliffe,  Fox,  Toler,  Cabell,  Ramey  and  Powell  bring  in  the 
same. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Halifax  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfield  was 
ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  this  house  will  proceed  by  joint  vote  with  the  senate  on  Wednesday  the  29th  instant  to  the 
election  of  a  governor  of  this  commonwealth  to  fill  that  office  upou  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  David  Camp 
bell,  esq. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  be  instructed  to  enquire 
into  the  expediency  of  prescribing  some  general  rules  for  the  government  of  contested  elections,  and  that  they 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood  presented  a  document  to  accompany  the  petition  of  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Wood, 
Lewis  and  Harrison  for  a  new  county  out  of  parts  of  said  counties. 

Mr.  Marshall  presented  a  poll  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Fauquier  relative  to  the  formation  of  a  new 
county  out  of  said  county. 

The  said  documents  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

Mr.  Baker  presented  a  petition  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Winchester  and  Potomac  rail-road 
company  asking  an  increase  of  the  capital  slock  of  the  company  and  a  conversion  of  the  state  loan  into  stock 
of  the  company. 

Mr.  Ramey  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Loudoun  for  the  passage  of  a  special  road  law  for  said 
county. 

Mr.  Shipman  a  petition  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Valley  turnpike  company  praying  an  amend- 
ment to  the  laws  relative  to  said  company. 

The  saiil  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson  presented  a  petition  of  Benjamin  Wright  asking  to  be  divorced  from  his 
wife,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 
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Mr.  Erskinb  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  town  of  Lewisburg  for  the  incorporation  of  a  savings 
institution  in  said  town. 

Mr.  Byrd  a  petition  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley  in  Virginia  praying  that  cer- 
tain alterations  may  be  made  in  the  charters  of  banking  institutions  of  this  state. 
The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  on  banks. 

Mr.  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  John  Barrett  and  others  officers  of  the  133d 
regiment  praying  that  they  may  be  permitted  to  attend  their  trainings  in  the  town  of  Buchanan,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  militia  laws. 

No.  72.  An  engrossed  bill  making  further  provision  for  completing  the  eastern  section  of  the  road  on  the 
route  surveyed  from  Huntersville  to  Parkersburg,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  question  being  put  upon  its 
passage,  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clarke  of  Surry  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follow : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Carpenter,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Han- 
nah, Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Tlmrnburg,  Fox,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin, 
Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae, 
Worthingion,  Kennedy,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson, 
Clavtun,  Evans,  Chapman,  Mussie,  Elheridge,  M'Conncll,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  II iner,  May,  Keen,  Tallman,  Carroll 
of  Preston,  Sturm,  Waldcn,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare, 
Griever,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Gootlson,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Slanger — 6G. 

Noes — Messrs.  Cropper,  Southed,  Wood,  Caln-ll,  Btirwcll  of  Bedford,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood, 
Toler,  Corbin,  Cardwcll,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Crafford,  Roane,  Powell,  Smith 
of  Gloucester,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Hamlctt,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregoiy,  Wright, 
Fontaine,  Tayloc  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Baskerville, 
Goode,  Hodges,  Allyn  of  Norfolk,  Walls,  Yerhy,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Staple  s,  Tunslall,  Michaux,  Venable, 
Roberts,  Heath,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Ridley,  Filzliugh,  Claike  of*  Surry,  Prince  and  Walker — 51. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the.  same  lo  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

No.  24.  An  engrossed  bill  concerning  the  jurisdiction  of  circuit  superior  courts,  was  taken  up  on  molicn  of 
Mr.  Jackson  of  {food  and  read  a  third  time;  thereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crutciifielu  ihe  farther  considera- 
tion thereof  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howell  ihe  vole  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follow: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berke- 
ley, Hannah,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler.  Cardwcll,  Burwell  of  Clai  ke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Whit- 
wonh,  Craflord,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  King,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax, 
Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson.  Seymour,  H.imleit,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Tayloc  of  King  George,  Tayloc  of  Lan- 
caster and  Richmond,  Ramey,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mat  hew*  and  Middlesex,  Baskerville,  Gootle,  Clayton,  Myers 
of  Morgan,  Mussie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Iliden,  Aleshire,  Staples,  Hiner,  Tallman, 
Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Roberts,  Si urm,  Waldcn,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quil- 
len, Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Goodson  and  Slanger — 71. 

Noes — Messrs.  Southall,  Smart,  Hunter,  Jackson  of  Brnxion  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Thornburg,  Fox,  Wil- 
son, Roan",  Powell,  Scott,  Byrd,  Erskine,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Gregorv,  Worthingion, 
Wright,  Fontaine,  Lawson,  Harrison,  Orgain,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade 
of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Hodges,  Elheridge,  Yerbv,  May,  Tunslall,  Keen,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Smilh  of 
Russell,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 42. 

No.  55.  A  bill  concerning  the  destruction  of  wild  fowl  in  the  counties  of  Accomack  and  Fairfax,  with  the 
amendment  thereto  proposed  by  the  committee  lo  which  ihe  same  had  been  committed,  was  taken  up,  and  the 
said  amendment  being  agreed  lo,  ihe  said  bill  as  amended  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  lime. 

No.  73.  A  bill  authorizing  a  further  subscription  on  behalf  of  ihe  stale  to  the  stock  of  the  Red  and  Blue 
Sulphur  springs  turnpike  company,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Chairman  ordered  lo  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bake  the  house  adjourned. 


TUESDAY,  January  14,  1840. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  annual  report  of  the  court  of  directors  of  the  Western  lunatic  hos- 
pital lor  the  year  1S39,  which  on  motion  of"  Mr.  Crutchfield  was  referred  to  ihe  committee  on  lunatic  asylums, 
and  200  copies  thereof  were  ordered  lo  he  printed.    [Doc.  No.  28.] 

The  speaker  also  submitted  a  Idler  of  John  Soulhgale,  president  pro  tern,  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Vir- 

S'nin,  in  compliance  wilh  a  resolution  of  the  house  of  delegates  of  the  tilh  instant,  transmitting  a  list  of  metri- 
cs of  the  house  who  arc  stockholders  of  the  bank,  and  exhibiting  their  indebtedness  to  the  bank  as  individuals 
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and  as  members  of  firms,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Southaix  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  banks  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  27.] 

The  speaker  further  submitted  a  communication  from  the  governor  as  president  of  the  board  of  public 
works  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  24th  December  last  calling  for  information  in  relation  to  certain  locks  on  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kamby  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
[Doc.  No.  29.] 

Mr.  Southam.  from  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  presented  a  bill 

No.  92.  To  change  the  lime  of  the  meeting  of  the  nest  general  assembly. 

Mr.  Goodb  from  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges  presented  the  following  bill: 

No.  94.  A  bill  concerning  the  West  Liberty  academy  in  the  county  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  May  from  the  committee  for  courts  of"  justice  reported  with  amendments  the  following  bills  : 

No.  46.  A  bill  concerning  witnesses  ih  civil  cases  ;  and 

No.  49.  A  bill  concerning  executions  and  new  trials  in  cases  upon  warrants. 

And  presented  the  following  bills : 

No.  95.  A  bill  to  prohibit  betting  upon  elections. 

No.  96.  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  ferries. 

No.  97.  A  bill  concerning  lotteries. 

No.  98.  A  bill  incorporating  the  town  of  Triadelphia  in  the  county  of  Ohio ;  and 

No.  99.  A  bill  amending  the  laws  concerning  attachments  against  absent  defendants. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wade  of  Montgomery,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  militia  laws  be  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  forming  a  regiment  in  the  county  of  Pulaski  out  of  parts  of  the  35th  and  75th 
regiments,  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lockridgb,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be  instructed 
to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  a  further  appropriation  for  the  opening  and  construction  of  the  road 
from  the  Great  falls  in  the  Falling  spring  valley  in  the  county  of  Alleghany  to  intersect  the  road  on  Jackson's 
river  at  or  near  Robinson's  place  near  Covington  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  object  of  the  act,  en- 
titled "an  act  appropriating  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  opening  a  road  in  the  counties  of  Bath  and  Al- 
leghany, and  for  certain  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  passed  January  9th,  1634,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  act  relative  to  free  negroes  so  as  to  authorize  the  clerks  of  the 
county  courts  to  deliver  them  their  papers  of  freedom  only  when  they  are  about  to  remove  from  one  county  to 
another,  or  out  of  the  state,  and  then  by  direction  of  the  court. 

Mr.  Bdbwell  of  Clarke  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Winchester  and  the  surrounding  country  asking 
for  the  construction  of  a  road  from  Winchester  to  Berry's  ferry,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  roads 
and  internal  navigation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burwell  of  Clarke,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be  in- 
structed to  enquire  into  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  extending  the  Northwestern  turnpiko  road  from  its  eas- 
tern termination  to  the  western  extremity  of  the  Ashby's  gap  turnpike  road  and  to  the  Berryvillc  turnpike  ;  also 
to  appropriate  the  lolls  arising  from  the  commonwealth's  stock  in  the  Ashby's  gap  turnpike  and  the  Little  river 
turnpike  companies  to  the  extension  of  it  to  Berry's  ferry,  and  that  in  the  Berryville,  Snicker's  and  Lcesburg 
turnpike  roads  be  applied  to  its  extension  to  Berryville ;  which  will  render  the  communication  between  the  east 
and  west  complete  by  filling  up  the  small  interruption  of  about  twelve  miles  between  those  two  points. 

Mr.  Crutchfield  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  the  corporation  of  Fredericksburg  and  town  of  Fal- 
mouth praying  legislative  interposition  to  restrain  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  rail-road  company 
from  so  locating  and  constructing  their  bridge  across  the  Rappahannock  as  to  injure  the  navigation  of  the  river, 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 

Mr.  Wood  presented  a  petition  of  Elizabeth  A.  Binns  asking  to  be  divorced  from  her  husband,  which  was 
referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Watts  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  town  of  Portsmouth  praying  certain  amendments  to  the 
act  incorporating  the  town,  qualifying  the  right  of  suffrage  as  now  exercised  in  the  election  of  trustees  of  that 
town,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southall  the  report  of  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  upon  the  memorial  of 
Caleb  Tanzey  complaining  of  the  undue  election  of  James  Evans,  one  of  the  delegates  from  the  county  of  Mo- 
nongalia was  taken  up.    [Doc.  No.  19.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southall,  Resolved,  That  Caleb  Tanzey  be  authorized  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the 
bouse  upon  the  subject  matter  of  said  report. 

The  first  resolution  is  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  under  the  particular  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  present  contest,  the  notice  of  the  con- 
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testing  candidate  delivered  to  the  sitting  member  on  the  13th  June  1839  of  his  intention  to  contest  his  seat  in 

the  present  house  of  delegates  is  sufficient  and  ought  to  be  sustained. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Stephenson  to  amend  the  same  by  substituting  therefor  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  notice  of  the  contesting  candidate  delivered  to  the  sitting  member  on  the  13lh  June 

1839  of  his  intention  to  contest  his  seat  in  the  present  bouse  of  delegates  is  insufficient  and  ought  not  to  be 

sustained. 

And  the  question  being  put  upon  adopting  the  said  substitute  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follow : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Wood,  Stuart,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Kyle,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus, 
Marshall,  Scott,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Worthington,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King 
George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Hodges,  Watts, 
Etheridge,  Yerby,  M'Connell,  Staples,  May,  Tunstall,  Tallman,  Roberts  and  Stephenson — 32. 

Noes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Han- 
nab,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millnn,  Meredith,  TInskins,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Cole- 
man, Card  well,  Cox,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Craftbrd,  Roane,  Powell,  Alderson.  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King, 
Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gib- 
son, Allen  of  Hampshire,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Kennedy,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ew- 
ing,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chap- 
man, Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Hudnall,  Fitz- 
gerald, Aleshirc,  Hincr,  Keen,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Ratclifle,  Sturm,  Walden,  Robertson, 
Snyder,  Leyburn,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Gricvcr,  Ridley,  CrulchQeld,  Clarke  of 
Surry,  Prince,  Goodson,  Walker,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stanger — 89. 

The  question  recurred  upon  agreeing  to  the  resolution  of  the  committee  and  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson  the  vote  aforesaid  was  recorded  as  follow: 

Ayes— Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Carpenter,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Burwell  of  Bed- 
ford, Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Hask ins,  Flood, 
Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Wilson,  Whitworth, 
Craflbrd,  Roane,  Marshall,  Aldcrson,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerraut,  Carroll  of 
Grayson,  Erskine,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Seymour, 
Lee,  Armstrong,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and 
Middlesex,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Mas- 
sie, Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Staples,  Hincr,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Carroll 
of  Preston,  Venable,  RalclirTe,  Sturm,  Walden,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman, 
Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugb,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Good- 
son  and  Stanger — 94. 

Noes — Messrs.  Stuart,  Hunter,  Kyle,  Broadus,  Powell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Smith 
of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and 
Richmond,  Lawson,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Hodges,  Watts,  Etheridge,  M'Connell,  May,  Tun- 
stall, Keen,  Roberts  and  Stephenson — 2S. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hunter  the  house  adjourned. 


WEDNESDAY,  January  16,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk: 

IN  SENATE,  January  14,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bills,  entitled 
"  An  act  concerning  western  land  titles." 

"  An  act  changing  the  name  of  the  town  of  Sparta  in  the  county  of  Rockingham  ;"  and 
"  An  act  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  Floyd's  store  in  the  county  of  Tazewell." 
They  have  also  passed  the  bill,  entitled 

"  An  act  concerning  certain  loans  heretofore  authorized  for  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road,"  with  an 
amendment,  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

And  they  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  for  the  election  of  a  major-general  of  the  second  division  of  militia. 
The  said  amendment  being  twice  read  was  agreed  to. 
Ordered,  That  the  clerk  inlbrm  the  senate  thereof. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  communication  from  A.  Robinson  jr.,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia, 
transmitting  the  information  called  fi>r  by  the  resolution  of  the  house  adopted  on  the  sixth  instant,  shewing  the 
amount  of  slock  of  the  bank  held  by  members  of  the  house  of  delegates,  and  their  indebtedness  as  indivi- 
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duals  or  as  members  of  6rms,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfield  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  banks 
and  ordered  to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  30.] 

Mr.  Wilson  from  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures  presented  the  following  bills  : 

No.  100.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Virgiuia  axe  company  ;  and 

No.  101.  A  bill  to  increase  the  slock  of  the  Dover  coal  mining  company,  and  to  grant  them  manufacturing 
privileges. 

Also  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Penick  and  others  in  relation  to  declaring  a  portion  of  the  Ap- 
pomattox river  a  lawful  fence. 

Mr.  Crutchftbld  from  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  presented  the  following  bills : 

No.  102.  A  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "an  act  concerning  the  Valley  turnpike  company." 

No.  103.  A  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "  an  act  declaring  Simpson's  creek  a  public  highway." 

Mr.  Mat  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  presented  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  Samuel  Howell, 
in  relation  to  the  non-observance  of  the  sabbath. 

And  the  following  bills  : 

No.  104.  A  bill  amending  the  laws  in  relation  to  the  course  of  descents. 

No.  105.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  spring  term  of  the  circuit  superior  court  for  the  21st  dis- 
trict for  tbe  trial  of  criminal  causes ;  and 

No.  106.  A  bill  concerning  the  draining  of  lands. 

Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wigld  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  107.  A  bill  Gxing  the  site  for  the  seat  of  justice  for  the  county  of  Pulaski. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clarke  of  Surry  the  house  adopted  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  : 

Whereas  the  clerk's  office  of  the  county  court  of  Surry  was  forcibly  entered  on  the  night  of  the  6th  day  of 
April  last,  and  the  book  in  which  deeds  had  been  recorded  from  the  day  of  1834,  to  the  26th 

day  of  March  1839,  were  together  with  the  order  book  of  the  circuit  superior  court  and  sundry  papers  stolen 
therefrom,  and  it  being  desirable  so  far  as  may  be,  that  the  deeds  recorded  in  said  book  be  again  recorded  and 
the  orders  of  the  said  court  be  renewed : 

Resolved  therefore,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  enquiring  into  tbe  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  for  renewing  tbe  record  of  the  deeds  and  records,  so  stolen  or  destroyed,  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed  of  Messrs.  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Meredith,  Butts,  Ridley,  Hodges  and 
Heath. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  enquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  or  extending  the  proviso  of  the  6lh  section  of  the  act  of  the  lGih  March  1838,  entitled 
"  an  act  to  amend  and  explain  the  laws  concerning  western  land  titles." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shii\man,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be  instructed 
to  enquire  into  the  propriety  of  passing  a  law  imposing  a  penalty  upon  persons  who  shall  remove  barriers  placed 
upon  a  turnpike  road  by  the  company  to  change  the  direction  of  tbe  travelling  upon  the  road. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Stuart,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be  instructed  to 
enquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  authorizing  the  county  court  of  Augusta  to  subscribe  to  the  capital  stock  of  the 
Valley  turnpike  road,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Broadus,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire  in- 
to tbe  expediency  of  increasing  the  reward  for  apprehending  absconding  male  slaves  over  16  years  of  age  with- 
in a  certain  distance  of  the  dividing  lines  between  this  stale  and  the  stales  of  Maryland,  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio, 
and  that  ihey  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Mat  presented  the  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Monongalia  for  the  passage  of  an  act  to  allow 
further  time  to  make  deeds  for  lands  sold  for  non-payment  of  taxes. 

Mr.  Robertson  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  the  city  of  Richmond  remonstrating  against  the  petition  of  J.  B. 
Harvie. 

Mr.  Burwbll  of  Bedford  a  petition  of  the  guardian  of  John  H.  Markle  praying  that  the  county  court  of 
Bedford  be  empowered  to  decree  an  investment  in  real  estate  in  the  state  of  Missouri,  of  bis  iuterest  in  tbe  pro- 
ceede  of  real  property  in  this  stale  hitherto  sold  under  a  decree  of  said  court. 

Tbe  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Carroll  of  Preston  presented  a  petition  of  Buckner  Fairfax  and  others  asking  an  act  of  incorporation 
under  the  name  and  style  of  the  Preston  rail-road,  lumber  and  mining  company ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 

Mr.  Batlt  presented  a  petition  of  Richard  S.  Rue  and  sundry  citizens  of  the  county  of  Accomack  praying 
the  passage  of  an  act  allowing  the  said  Rue  the  value  of  a  negro  purchased  by  him  under  a  sale  by  the  common- 
wealth, the  said  negro  having  since  run  away  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

Mr.  Clatton  presented  documents  relative  to  the  formation  of  a  new  county  oul  of  parts  of  the  counties  of 
Monongalia  and  Harrison. 


Digitized  by  Google 


84 


JOURNAL  OF   THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES. 


Air.  Armstso.no  presented  the  poll  taken  in  the  county  of  Harrison  for  the  said  new  county. 

Mr.  Toler  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Campbell  for  a  new  county  to  be  formed  of  parts  of  the  counties  of 
Campbell,  Bedford,  Pittsylvania  and  Franklin. 

Mr.  Burwell  of  Bedford  a  counter-memorial  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Bedford  opposing  the  formation  of 
the  said  county. 

The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

No.  79.  A  bill  allowing  further  time  to  William  Crump  for  the  completion  of  a  mill-dam,  was  taken  up  on 
motion  of  Mr.  May,  read  the  first  and  second  times  and  (by  general  consent)  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  91.  A  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  certain  lands  tor  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  county  of  Northamp- 
ton, was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ybrby,  read  the  first  and  second  times  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the 
committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  upon  the  memorial  of  Caleb  Tanzey  complaining 
of  the  undue  election  of  James  Evans  one  of  the  delegates  from  the  county  of  Monongalia,  was  taken  up  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Southall.    [Doc.  No.  19.] 

The  second  resolution  was  read  as  follows: 

Having  disposed  of  the  foregoing  objection  and  adopted  the  foregoing  resolution  your  committee  were  pro- 
ceeding to  examine  the  testimony  taken  and  filed  by  the  contesting  candidate  in  support  of  his  memorial  when 
the  said  James  Evans  objected  to  the  reading  of  the  same  upon  the  ground  that  the  petitioner  did  not  com- 
mence taking  the  depositions  proposed  to  be  read  within  one  month  after  the  delivery  of  his  notice  contesting 
said  election.  The  delivery  of  said  notice  was,  as  betbre  stated,  on  the  13th  day  of  June  1839;  the  day  on 
which  the  petitioner  commenced  taking  his  depositions  was  on  the  13th  day  of  July  1839,  being  a  period  of 
thirty  days.  Your  committee  construing  the  word  "month"  used  in  the  act  concerning  general  elections  to 
mean  a  calendar  and  not  a  lunar  month,  overruled  the  objection  and  adopted  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  in  this  case  commenced  taking  his  depositions  within  the  time  prescribed 
by  law. 

And  the  question  being  put  upon  agreeing  to  the  said  resolution  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson  the  vole  was  recorded  as  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell 
of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith, 
Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus, 
Wilson,  Whitworth,  Craflfbrd,  Roane,  Powell,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  Wade  of  Franklin, 
Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskinc,  Butts,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of 
Hampshire,  White,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Kennedy, 
Reynolds,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of 
Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Baskerville,  Goodc,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Mont- 
gomery and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Elheridge,  Yerby,  Hudnall, 
Fitzgerald,  Hidcn,  Aleshirc,  Staples,  Hiner,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Vena- 
ble,  Roberts,  RatclifTe,  Sturm,  Walden,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn, 
Griever,  Ridley,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhngh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spoils,  Goodson,  Walker,  Jackson  of  Wood, 
and  Stanger — 1 14. 

Noes — Messrs.  Southall,  Hale,  Gucrrant,  Worthington,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and 
Richmond,  Caldwell,  Hodges,  M'Connell,  Robertson  and  Stephenson — 11. 
The  third  resolution  of  tho  committee  is  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  memorial  of  the  said  Caleb  Tanzey  be  rejected. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough  to  amend  the  same  by  substituting  therefor  the 
following : 

Resolved,  That  the  evidence  set  forth  in  this  case  establishes  illegality  in  conducting  ibe  said  election  and 
the  making  the  return  thereof  which  are  sufficient  to  vitiate  the  said  election  so  fur  as  relates  to  the  silting  and  the 
contesting  members,  and  that  the  same  be  set  aside,  and  that  a  new  writ  of  election  be  issued  to  fill  the  seat  now  occupied 
by  James  Krans  of'  the  county  of  Monongalia. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gregory  to  amend  the  amendment  by  striking  therefrom  the  words  "  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  sitting  and  the  contesting  members,  and  that  the  same  be  set  aside,  and  that  a  new  writ  of  election 
be  issued  to  fill  the  seal  now  occupied  by  James  Evans  of  the  county  of  Monongalia." 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Goode  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford, 
Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Corbin,  Coleman, 
Cardwell,  Broadus,  Whitworth,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith  of  Glouces- 
ter, Erskine,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King 
George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Smith  of 
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Mason  and  Jackson,  Hodges,  Massie,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  M'Conuell,  Staples,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Walden,  Robert- 
son, Leyburn,  Stephenson,  Walker,  and  Jar.kson  of  Wood — 59. 

Nobs— Messrs.  Bayly,  Carpenter,  Lockridge,  Hannah,  M'MUlan,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Thornbnrg,  Fox,  Cox, 
Burwell  of  Clarke  and  \  Varren,  Wilson,  Crafford,  Powell,  Pavnc,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant,  Car- 
roll of  Grayson,  Butts,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight, 
Wright,  Ewing,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Chapman, 
Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald, 
Hidcn,  Alcshire,  Hiner,  May,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Roberts,  RatclifTe,  Sturm.  Sny- 
der, Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Gricver,  Ridley,  Fitzhugb,  Clarke 
of  Surry,  Prince,  Spoils,  Good  son  and  Stanger — 69. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scott  the  house  adjourned. 


THURSDAY,  January  16,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk  : 

IN  SENATE,  January  15,  1640. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled 

"  An  acl  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  fall  term  of  the  circuit  superior  court  of  Culpeper." 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Ratcliffe,  Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  lo  Wileman  Thomas  lo  withdraw  his  petition 
presented  at  the  last  session  of  the  general  assembly. 

Mr.  Wilson  from  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures  presented  ihc  following  bill : 
No.  108.  A  bill  lo  incorporate  the  Potomac  and  Alleghany  coal  and  iron  manufacturing  company. 
Mr.  Crutchfield  from  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  presented  the  following  bills : 
No.  109.  A  bill  authorizing  an  increase  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Rappahannock  company. 
No.  110.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Carnifcx  ferry  bridge  company  ;  and 

No.  111.  A  bill  to  convert  the  loan  of  $  150,000  to  the  Winchester  and  Potomac  rail-road  company  into 
stock  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Venable  from  the  committee  on  banks  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  112.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Lcwisburg  savings  institution,  society  or  bank. 

And  from  the  committee  of  finance  presented  reports  upon  resolutions  concerning  the  time  of  paying  poor 
rates  and  the  time  of  placing  clerks'  fees  in  the  hands  of  collectors,  and  concerning  the  time  of  paying  county 
dues  and  the  time  of  paying  the  fees  of  certain  officers. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Surry  according  to  order  presented  the  following  bill: 

No.  113.  A  bill  concerning  the  preservation  of  records. 

Mr.  Goode  from  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges  presented  the  following  bills : 
No.  1 14.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  to  incorporate  the  trustees  of  the  Halifax  academy." 
No.  115.  A  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "an  act  incorporating  the  trustees  of  the  Union  academy  of 
Campbell." 

No.  116.  A  bill  incorporating  the  trustees  of  the  Concord  female  seminary. 
No.  117.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Wcllsburg  Jefferson  seminary;  and 
No.  118.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Mercantile  library  association  of  Richmond. 
Mr.  May  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  reported  with  amendment 

No.  91.  A  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  certain  lands  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  county  of  North- 
ampton. 

And  presented  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  Henry  D.  Warwick,  and  the  following  bill : 
No.  119.  A  bill  concerning  the  water  works  of  the  city  of  Richmond. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  was  discharged  from  the  resolution  for  enquiring 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  17th  section  of  the  general  clectiou  law,  and  the  same  was  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  was  discharged  from  the  memorial  of  citizens  of 
the  city  of  Richmond  remonstrating  against  the  petition  of  J.  B.  Harvie,  nud  the  same  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfield  the  report  of  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  reporting  it 
inexpedient  to  incorporate  the  Princess  Anne  canal  company  was  taken  up  and  ordered  to  be  recommitted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfield  the  rule  of  the  house  was  suspended,  and  the  vote  concurring  with  the  re- 
solution of  tho  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  reporting  it  inexpedient  to  incorporate  a  company  to 
cut  a  canal  from  Kcmpsville  in  Princess  Anne  to  Thuesden's  bridge  was  reconsidered,  and  the  said  resolution 
was  ordered  to  be  recommitted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allyn  of  Norfolk,  Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  lo  citizens  of  the  borough  of  Norfolk  to 
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withdraw  their  petition  for  incorporating  French's  hotel  company  presented  at  the  last  session  of  the  general  as- 
sembly. 

Mr.  Ramey  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Loudoun  praying  the  passage  of  a  special  road 
law  for  said  county. 

Mr.  Qmllenr  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Scott  asking  for  an  appropriation  to  construct  a  road 
through  said  count)'. 

Mr.  M'Mili.as  a  resolution  of  the  Holiday's  Cove  turnpike  company  for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing 
the  Holiday's  Cove  turnpike  to  take  tolls  at  one  or  more  gates  at  their  discretion,  and  to  be  allowed  full  toll  in- 
stead of  half  loll  as  required  by  an  act  of  the  last  legislature. 

The  said  petitions  and  resolution  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 

Mr.  Ethebidoe  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Norfolk  upon  the  subject  of  schools,  pray- 
ing a  more  extensive  and  liberal  system  of  education,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  schools  and  col- 
leges. 

Mr.  Flood  presented  a  memorial  of  George  H.Mathews  and  others  remonstrating  against  the  passage  of  a 
law  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  cirruit  superior  ronrt  of  Rockingham  county. 

Mr.  Marshall  a  petition  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Thoroughfare  gap  turnpike  company  pray- 
ing the  passage  of  an  act  suspending  the  law  prohibiting  the  drawing  of  lotteries  so  fur  as  it  affects  the  said 
company. 

Mr.  Gregory  a  petition  of  John  Murdaugh  asking  to  be  relieved  from  the  penalties  of  the  duelling  law. 
The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gregory  to  adopt  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  propriety  of  modifying 
the  oath  required  by  law  to  be  taken  against  duelling,  and  that  said  committee  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Marshall  presented  a  petition  of  James  B.  Beverley  praying  that  the  sum  of  six  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
improperly  charged  him  by  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue  aud  paid  by  him  may  be  refunded,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  The  committee  of  finance. 

Mr.  Allyn  of  Norfolk  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  borough  of  Norfolk  praying  the  amendment  of 
an  act  establishing  a  ferry  under  the  direction  of  said  court. 

Mr.  Hodges  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Nansemond  for  a  change  in  the  location  of  the  separate 
election  in  said  county. 

Mr.  Fontaine  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  King  William  remonstrating  against  the 
removal  of  their  seat  of  justice. 

The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fontaine,  Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  citizens  of  the  county  of  King  William  to 
withdraw  their  remonstrance  presented  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  against  the  removal  of  their  scat  of 
justice. 

Mr.  Fontaine  then  presented  the  said  remonstrance  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  King  William,  which  was 
referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  antl  grievances. 

No.  83.  A  bill  providing  for  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  justice  for  the  county  of  King  William,  was  taken 
up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fontaine,  read  the  first  and  second  times  and  ordered  to  be  committed. 

No.  78.  An  engrossed  bill  allowing  further  time  to  William  Crump  lor  the  completion  of  a  mill  dam  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  bill  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  upon  the  memorial  of  Caleb  Tanzey  complaining 
of  the  undue  election  of  James  Evans  one  of  the  delegates  from  the  county  of  Monongalia  was  taken  up: 
[Doc.  No.  19.] 

A  motion  was  thereupon  made  by  Mr.  Ratcliffe  to  suspend  the  rule  of  the  house  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
considering the  vote  of  yesterday,  rejecting  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Gregory  to  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Allyn  of  Norfolkus  a'substitnte  for  the  last  resolution  of  the  committee,  and  the  question  being 
put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Tf'ight  to  amend  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Allyn 
of  Norfolk,  by  substituting  thereliir  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  memorial  of  Caleb  Tnnzey  as  claims  a  seat  in  this  house  be  rejected  ;  and 
that  James  Evans  has  not  been  legally  returned,  having  received  fewer  votes  than  Caleb  Tanzey,  and  is  not 
therefore  entitled  to  a  *eat  in  this  house. 

Mr.  Jackson  »f  Wood  demanded  the  previous  question,  and  the  same  having  been  sus'ained  by  the  house, 
the  question  was  put  u|K>n  adopting  the  said  amendment  to  the  ntnendmenl  and  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Banks  the  vote  was  recorded  us  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Cabell.  Haskins,  Buits.  Seymour,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Worthington,  Tnyloe 
of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Lipscomb,  Banks,  Caldwell,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Hodges,  Tunstall, 
Keen,  ilcuth,  Robertson,  Conn,  Ridley,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 23. 
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Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Carpenter,  Wood,  M'Cue,  Sluart,  Lockridge, 
Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan, 
Meredith,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  War- 
ren, Broadus,  Wilson,  Whilworth,  Craflord,  Roane,  Powell,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale, 
Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Taylor  of 
Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  While,  Lee,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Gregory,  Kennedy, 
Wright,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Orgain,  Taylor  of 
Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Baskcrvillc,  Goocle,  Chapman,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Mas- 
sie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etheridgc,  Yerby,  Hudnall,  Fitzgeruld,  M'Connell,  Alesbire,  Staples,  Hi- 
ner,  May,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Prcsmn,  Venable,  Roberts,  Ratclifie,  Sturm,  Walden,  Snyder,  Ley- 
burn,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Bare,  Gricver,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke 
of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Walker  and  Stanger — 106. 

The  said  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Allyn  of  Norfolk  being  under  consideration, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wobthinoton  the  house  adjourned. 


FRIDAY,  January  17,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  January  16,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled 

•*  An  act  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  Mecklenburg  county." 
They  have  also  passed  the  bill,  entitled 

"An  act  incorporating  the  Winterpock  rail-road  company,"  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

The  said  amendment  being  read  was  agreed  to. 
Ordered,  That  the  clerk  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfield  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  was  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  the  corporation  of  Fredericksburg  presented  on  yesterday,  and  the 
same  was  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hidbn,  Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  regulating  the  school  fund  for  the 
counties  of  Orange  and  Greene,  and  that  Messrs.  Hiden,  Lipscomb,  Conn,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  and  Banks 
bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  May  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  reported  with  amendment, 

No.  22.  A  bill  authorizing  James  M.  Smith  to  erect  a  wharf  on  a  part  of  the  public  landing  on  the  cast  side 
of  Coan  river  in  the  county  of  Northumberland. 
And  presented  the  following  bills : 
No.  120.  A  bill  concerning  western  land  titles;  and 

No.  121.  A  bill  increasing  the  reward  for  apprehending  runaways  in  certain  cases. 

The  speaker  submitted  a  communication  from  the  president  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  enclosing  re- 
turns made  by  the  bank  and  its  offices  of  discount  and  deposit  at  Fredericksburg  and  Petersburg,  in  obedience 
to  the  resolutions  of  the  house  of  delegates  of  the  sixth  instant,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  hU  of  Wight 
was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  bo  printed.    [Doc.  No.  33.1 

Mr.  Burwell  if  Btdford  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Bedford  praying  the  passage  of 
an  act  authorizing  the  imposition  of  a  county  tax  on  dogs. 

Mr.  Robert8on  a  petition  of  Philip  Robertson,  a  free  man  of  colour,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law  to  per- 
mit him  to  remain  in  this  commonwealth. 

Mr.  Erskine  a  petition  of  John  L.  Trent  and  William  H.  M'Farland  asking  the  release  of  the  common- 
wealth's claim  to  a  tract  of  land  lying  the  county  of  Greenbrier. 

The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Ramey  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  presented  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  citi- 
zens ol  the  county  of  Fauquier  praying  for  a  new  county  to  be  formed  out  of  the  western  end  of  said  county. 

No.  91.  A  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  certain  lands  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  county  of  Northamp- 
ton, wns  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Yeiuiy,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crltciikield  recommitted. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  upon  the  memorial  of  Caleb  Tanzey  complaining 
of  the  undue  election  of  James  Evans  one  of  the  delegates  from  the  county  of  Monongalia,  was  taken  up.  [Doc. 
No.  19.] 

The  substitute  offered  by  Mr.  Ally.v  of  Norfolk  borough  to  the  last  resolution  of  the  committee  which  was 
under  consideration  when  the"  house  adjourned  on  yesterday,  was  again  considered,  and  having  been  some  time 
under  discussion, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bayly  the  house  adjourned. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Fontaine,  Rcsolred,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  amending  the  17th  and  19th  sections  of  an  act  prescribing  certain  general  regulations  for  the 
incorporation  of  turnpike  companies,  passed  17lb  February  1S17. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Toler  leave  was  given  to  James  Pankey  to  withdraw  his  petition  presented  at  the  pre- 
sent session. 

Mr.  Hiden  according  to  order  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  126.  A  bill  fixing  the  school  quotas  of  the  counties  of  Orange  and  Greene,  which  on  his  motion  was 
read  the  first  and  second  times,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Venaiilk  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  of 
schools  and  colleges. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May,  llaolrcd,  That  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures  be  instructed  to  en- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  charter  of  the  Appomattox  coal  mining  company  and  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Wilson  from  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures  presented  the  following  bill: 

No.  122.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Hoi  springs  company  in  the  county  of  Bath. 

Mr.  Watts  from  the  committee  on  the  militia  laws  presented  the  following  bill: 

No.  123.  A  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "  an  act  for  the  better  organization  of  the  militia." 

Mr.  Crutchfikld  from  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  presented  the  following  bills : 

No.  124.  A  bill  directing  the  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth  to  give  the  state's  guarantee  to  a  certain  loan 
authorized  to  be  negotiated  by  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomnc  rail-road  company  ;  and 

No.  125.  A  bill  to  authorize  an  increase  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Poto- 
mac rail-road  company  for  the  purpose  of  laying  down  iron  rails  or  a  more  perm  anent  plate  rail  superstructure 
on  said  road. 

Mr.  May  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  reported  with  amendment, 

No.  91.  A  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  certain  lands  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  county  of  Northampton. 
And  presented  reports  upon  the  petitions  of  John  S.  Gatewood  and  of  John  Biggs ;  and  the  follow- 
ing bills: 

No.  127.  A  bill  concerning  Squire  Sayrc;  and 
No.  128.  A  bill  concerning  the  collection  of  rents. 

Mr.  Venable  presented  several  petitions  of  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Prince  Edward,  Charlotte,  Campbell 
and  Buckingham  praying  the  formation  of  a  new  county  out  of  parts  of  said  counties. 

Also  a  memorial  of  Robert  Kelso  and  others  of  the  county  of  Prince  Edward  praying  that  a  portion  of  said 
county  lying  between  Vaughan's  creek  and  Sawney's  creek  may  not  be  cut  off  from  the  said  county  in  the  for- 
mation of  the  new  county  proposed  to  be  created. 

Mr.  Fontaine  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  King  William  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  se- 
parate election  in  said  county. 

The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

Mr.  May  presented  a  petition  of  Guy  D.  French  and  William  Chapman  for  the  remission  of  taxes  on  cer- 
tain lands  in  the  counties  of  Kanawha,  Logan  and  Fayette. 

Also  a  petition  of  the  same  parties  praying  to  be  allowed  further  time  for  payment  of  taxes  on  cer- 
tain lands. 

The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  finance. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  upon  the  petition  of  Caleb  Tanzey,  complaining 
of  the  undue  election  of  James  Evans  one  of  the  delegates  from  the  county  of  Monongalia  was  taken  up.  [Doc. 
No.  19.] 

The  substitute  offered  by  Mr.  Allyn  of  Norfolk  for  the  third  resolution  of  the  committee  which  was  under 
consideration  when  the  house  adjourned  on  yesterday,  is  the  following: 

Rctnhtd,  That  the  evidence  set  forth  in  the  case  establishes  illegality  in  conducting  the  said  election 
and  the  making  the  return  thereof,  which  are  sufficient  to  vitiate  the  said  election  so  far  as  relates  to  the  sitting 
and  the  contesting  members,  and  that  the  same  be  set  aside,  and  that  a  new  writ  of  election  be  issued  to  fill  the 
seat  now  occupied  by  James  Evans  of  the  county  of  Monongalia. 

The  same  having  been  under  discussion  for  some  time,  Mr.  Powell  demanded  the  previous  question,  and 
the  same  having  bsen  sustained  by  the  house,  the  question  was  put  upon  adopting  the  substitute  and  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Baylyi  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Hnskins, 
Thornburg,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Crafford,  Powell,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Carroll  of 
Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  While,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Wright, 
Fontaine,  Ewing,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Baskerville,  Goode^  Claytou, 
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Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Hudnall,  Fitzge- 
rald, Hiden,  Aleshire,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Pieston,  Venable,  Ralclifle,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham, 
Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Ridley,  Filzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Goodson  and  Slangcr — 60; 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of 
Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Broadus, 
Wilson,  Whilworth,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith  of  Gloucester, 
Erskine,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rac,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Wonhington,  Kennedy,  Rey- 
nolds, Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Cald- 
well, Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Hodges,  Massie,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  M'Connell,  Staples,  Hincr,  May, 
Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Crutchfield,  Stephenson,  Walker, 
and  Jackson  of  Wood — 69. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  adopting  the  third  resolution  of  the  committee  which  is  the  following: 

Retolved,  That  the  memorial  of  Caleb  Tanzey  be  rejected. 

Thereupon  Mr.  Crutchfield  demanded  the  previous  question,  and  the  same  having  been  sustained  by  the 
bouse,  the  question  was  put  upon  concurring  with  the  committee  in  their  resolution,  and  was  determined  iu  the 
affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Byrd  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes— Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell 
of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Broadus, 
Wilson,  Whilworlh,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith  of  Gloucester, 
Erskine,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Gregory,  Worlhingion,  Kcnncdv,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George, 
Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson, 
Hodges,  Massie,  Walts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  M'Connell,  Staples,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Roberts,  Wal- 
den, Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Crutchfield,  Stephenson,  Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 67. 

Noes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Haskins, 
Thornburg,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  CrafTbrd,  Powell,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Carroll  of 
Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle 
of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Baskerville, 
Goodc,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough, 
Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hitter,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Ratclifie,  Sturm,  Snyder, 
Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spoils,  Good- 
son  and  Stangcr — 62. 

No.  52.  An  engrossed  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "  an  act  concerning  general  elections  in  this  common- 
wealth," was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

No.  55.  An  engrossed  bill  concerning  the  destruction  of  wild  fowl  in  the  counties  of  Accomack  and  Fair- 
fax, was  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Powell  the  title  was  amended  so  as  to  cause  it  to 
be  "concerning  the  destruction  of  wild  fowl  in  the  counties  of  Accomack;  Fairfax  and  Prince  William." 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  bills  to  the  senate  and  request  iheir  concurrence. 

Mr.  Alderson  presented  a  petition  of  George  Hughart  asking  to  he  allowed  compensation  for  military  ser- 
vices rendered  by  him  in  1793,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

No.  45.  A  bill  concerning  witnesses  in  civil  cases,  with  the  amendments  thereto  proposed  by  the  committee 
for  courts  of  justice  was  taken  up,  and  the  Grst  amendment  being  agreed  to,  and  the  second  disagreed  to,  a  fur- 
ther amendment  was  submitted  by  Mr.  Lee,  which  being  under  consideration, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Goodson  the  house  adjourned  until  Monday  12  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  January  20,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  January  18,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled 

"An  act  concerning  attorneys'  ices,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  house 
of  delegates. 

The  said  amendments  were  severally  agreed  to. 
Ordered,  That  the  clerk  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  communication  from  the  governor  transmitting  a  quarterly  statement 
to  the  31st  December  Lot  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ratcliffe  was  laid  upon 
the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  34.] 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Ratcltffe,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  claims  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  allowing  to  the  heirs  of  the  late  col.  Thomas  Bullett  a  compensation  for  his  services  as  an  officer 
during  the  revolutionary  war,  and  that  said  committee  have  power  to  require  of  any  department  of  this  com- 
monwealth such  information  as  may  be  necessary  touching  said  services  and  compensation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ridley,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  judges  of  the  circuit  superior  courts  of  law  and  chancery  to  appoint  guar- 
dians ad  litem  in  vacation. 

Retolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  a  limitation  to  the  liability  of  assignors  of  bonds,  bills  and  obligations. 

Resolced,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amend- 
ing the  act,  entitled  "an  act  to  reduce  into  one  act  the  several  acts  concerning  executions,  and  for  the  relief  of 
insolvent  debtors,"  passed  February  25,  1619,  as  to  allow  all  persons  in  custody  in  any  civil  action,  or  any  ori- 
ginal or  mesne  process,  to  confess  a  judgment  in  the  clerk's  office  in  vacation,  although  such  debtor  may  not  de- 
tire  to  take  the  insolvent  oath. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gibson,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  finance  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  requiring  the  board  of  principal  assessors  now  in  session  in  ibis  city  to  state  in  the  margin  of  their  tables 
of  assessment  the  sum  added  lo  each  tract  on  account  of  minerals,  and  of  providing  that  the  commissioners  of 
the  revenue  when  these  minerals  become  valueless  should  deduct  from  the  tract  the  sum  so  added. 

Mr.  Ratcliffe  according  to  order  presented  the  following  bill: 

No.  129.  A  bill  exempting  the  counties  of  Prince  William  and  Campbell  from  the  operation  of  an  act  con- 
cerning apprentices,  passed  April  Gth,  1839. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Venable,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges  be  instructed  to  enquire 
into  the  propriety  of  allowing  the  school  commissioners  of  the  commonwealth  to  pay  more  for  teaching  the  chil- 
dren of  indigent  parents  than  they  are  now  authorized  by  law  to  pay,  and  said  committee  bavo  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coleman,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges  be  instructed  to  enquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  the  district  free  school  system  in  Virginia,  and  that  tbey  have  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Watts  the  committee  on  the  militia  laws  was  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  Thomas  Beasly,  and  the  same  was  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Beard  from  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  presented  the  following  bills: 
No.  130.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Princess  Anne  and  Kempsville  canal  company. 

No.  131.  A  bill  to  incroase  and  regulate  the  tolls  on  the  Powhatan  rail-road  and  the  Tuckahoe  and  James 
river  rail- road. 

No.  132.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  county  court  of  Augusta  to  subscribe  for  stock  in  the  Valley  turnpike 
company. 

No.  133.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  prescribing  certain  general  regulations  for  the  incorpo- 
ration of  turnpike  companies." 

Also  reports  upon  the  resolution  for  appropriating  money  to  open  a  road  in  the  counties  of  Bath  and  Alle- 
ghany ;  upon  the  resolution  relative  to  the  extension  of  the  Northwestern  road  to  Berry's  ferry  and  Berryville ; 
and  upon  the  petition  of  John  H.  Reily. 

Mr.  Kamky  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  presented  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  the  county  of  Augusta  for  a  change  in  the  place  of  holding  a  separate  election  in  said  county ;  and  the 
following  bill : 

No.  134.  A  bill  establishing  the  county  of  of  part  of  the  counties  of  Harrison,  Lewis  and 

Wood. 

Mr.  Lock  ridge  presented  a  petition  of  Anderson  Taylor  for  permission  to  remain  as  a  free  man  of  colour 
in  the  commonwealth,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Alderson  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Nicholas  for  a  separate  election  in  said 
county. 

Mr.  Allvn  of  Norfolk  a  petition  of  William  French  and  others  praying  the  passage  of  an  act  to  incorporate 
French's  hotel  company  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk. 

The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

No.  39.  A  bill  concerning  the  county  and  corporation  courts  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Southall  and 
read  a  second  time.  A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  to  amend  the  same;  thereupon  a  mo- 
tion was  made  by  Mr.  Crutchfield  lhat  the  farther  consideration  of  the  said  bill  and  amendment  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed,  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Tavloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond  ihe  vote  was  recorded  as  follows : 
Ayes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Carpenter,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Lockridgc,  Burwcll  of  Bedford,  Myers  of  Berkeley, 
Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Cole- 
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man,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Craffbrd,  Marshall,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale, 
Wade  of  Franklin,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen 
of  Hampshire,  White,  Seymour,  Armstrong,  Hamlcit,  Gregory,  Worlhington,  Kennedy,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster 
and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Beard,  Harney,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex, 
Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Allyn 
of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Yerby,  Hudnnll,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Tunstall,  Tallman,  Venable, 
Sturm,  Walden,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley, 
Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spoils,  Goodson,  Walker  and  Stangcr — 86. 

Nobs — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Southall,  Wood,  Stuart,  Thornburg,  Wilson,  Roane,  Powell,  Baker,  Byrd, 
Erskine,  Butts,  Lee,  M'Rae,  Smith  of  Islo  of  Wight,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Lawsnn,  Caldwell,  Clayton,  Evans, 
Chapman,  Hodges,  Massie,  Staples,  May,  Michaux,  Roberts,  RatclitTe,  Robertson,  Smith  of  Russell,  Stephen- 
son, and  Jackson  of  Wood — 33. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

No.  61.  A  bill  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  general  elections  in  this  commonwealth  was  taken  up  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Gbboory  and  read  a  second  time,  and  an  amendment  was  offered  thereto  by  Mr.  Byrd.  .  A  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  Powell  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  said  bill  and  proposed  amendment  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Venablb  that  the  bell  be  rung  for  the  purpose  of  convening  the  absent 
members,  and  the  vote  thereupon  was  ordered  to  be  recorded  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood. 

The  clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  members,  and  having  finished  the  call  Mr.  Wilson  moved  that  the  rulo  of 
the  bouse  be  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  permitting  absentees  to  vote  upon  the  question  the  vote  upon  which 
was  not  yet  announced,  and  the  question  being  put  upon  so  suspending  the  rule  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood  the  vote  upon  suspending  the  rule  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Aybs — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Hunter,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Cardwell,  Roane,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith 
of  Gloucester,  Erskine,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Gre- 
gory, Worlhington,  Ramey,  Lipscomb,  Caldwell,  Goode,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby, 
Fitzgerald,  Tunstall,  Venable,  Roberts,  Ratcliflc,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Stephenson  and 
Stanger— 38. 

Noes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Southall,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cuc,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Myers 
of  Berkeley,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Thornburg,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman, 
Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Craflbrd,  Powell,  Marshall,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howe'l,  Hale,  Baker, 
Byrd,  King,  Guerrant,  Butts,  Gibson,  White,  Seymour,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Kennedy,  Wright, 
Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Harrison,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middle- 
sex, Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Nor- 
folk borough,  Hud  nail,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Staples,  Hiner,  May,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Sturm, 
Walden,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Clarke  of  Surry, 
Prince,  Spotts,  Goodson,  Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 76. 

The  vote  upon  ordering  the  bell  to  be  rung  was  then  announced  as  follows: 

Ayes-— Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Wood,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Hunter,  Haskins, 
Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Roane,  Powell,  Alderson, 
Wade  of  Franklin,  Byrd,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson, 
Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Seymour,  Lee,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Tayloe  of  Lao- 
caster  and  Richmond,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Goode,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Watts,  Etheridge, 
Yerby,  Fitzgerald,  Hiner,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Roberts,  RatclifJe,  Robertson,  Ley- 
burn,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh  and  Walker — 89. 

Nobs — Messrs.  Bayly,  Southall,  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Thornburg, 
Fox,  Corbin,  Marshall,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale,  Baker,  Erskine,  Butts,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright, 
Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Clayton,  Chap- 
man, Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Hudnall,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Staples, 
May,  Tunstall,  Sturm,  Wnlden,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever, 
Ridley,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spoils,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  8tanger — 52. 

The  sergeant  was  directed  to  cause  the  bell  to  be  rung,  and  it  was  rung  accordingly. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Ratcliffb  that  the  house  do  now  adjourn,  and  the  question  being  put 
thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shipman  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Aybs — Messrs.  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Hunter,  Meredith,  Wilson,  Roane,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Rey- 
nolds, Ramey,  Lipscomb,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Chapman,  Tunstall,  RatclifFe,  Snyder  and  Walker — 17. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Southall,  Carpenter,  Wood,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Myers  of 
Berkeley,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Haskins,  Kvlc,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Cole- 
man, Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Crafford,  Powell,  Marshall,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell, 
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Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Erskine,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax, 
Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Wor- 
thington,  Kennedy,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Harrison,  Orgain,  Banks, 
Caldwell,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Goode,  Clayton,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of 
Morgan,  Hodges,  Mnssic,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Walls,  Elheridge,  Yerby,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Ale- 
shire,  Staples,  Hiner,  May,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venablc,  Roberts,  Sluim,  Waldcn,  Robert- 
son, Ley  I  leu,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Crutchficld, 
Fitzhogb,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stanger — 99. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  motion  lo  postpone  the  bill  and  amendment  indefinitely;  thereupon  Mr. 
Powell  demanded  the  previous  question,  and  the  same  having  been  sustained  by  the  house,  the  question  was 
put  upon  the  indefinite  postponement  and  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clarke  of  Surry  the  vole  was  recorded  as  Ibllows  : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Wood,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Thornburg,  Burwell  of  Clarke 
and  Warren,  Powell,  Alderson,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of 
Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Wright,  Harrison,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Clayton, 
Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Elheridge,  Hudnall,  Aleshire,  Hiner, 
May,  Carroll  of  Preston,  SlurnT,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipmun,  Quillcn,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Spoils,  Good- 
son  and  Stanger — 44. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Cabell,  M'Cuc,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of 
Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman, 
Cardwell,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Craflbrd,.  Roane,  Marshall,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith  of  Gloucester, 
Erskinc,  Butts,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Worlhinglon, 
Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramcy,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Caldwell, 
Smith  of  Mason  nnd  Jackson,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Evans,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Yerby,  Fitzgerald, 
Hiden,  Staples,  Tunsiall,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Venable,  Roberts,  Hatclitle,  Walden,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Smiih  of 
Russell,  Ridley,  Crutchficld,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Siephenson,  Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 76. 

On  molion  of  Mr.  Jackson  of  H  ood  the  house  adjourned. 


TUESDAY,  January  21,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  January  20,  1840. 

The  senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  for  the  election  of  a  senator  to  the  congress  of  the  United  States. 

The  speaker  submitted  a  communication  from  the  cashier  of  the  Northwestern  Bank  of  Virginia,  transmit- 
ting the  information  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  house  adopted  on  the  sixth  instant,  exhibiting  a  list  of  the 
members  of  the  legislature  who  are  stockholders  of  the  bank  and  their  indebtedness  as  individuals  or  as  mem- 
bers of  firms,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  f  Fight  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
[Doc.  No.  3G.] 

The  speaker  also  submitted  a  communication  from  the  cashier  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia,  transmit- 
ting the  information  called  for  by  the  same  resolution  of  the  sixth  instant,  exhibiting  the  returns  from  the  branches 
at  Norfolk,  Lynchburg,  Winchester  and  Danville,  which  ou  molion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight  was  laid  upon 
the  table  and  ordered  lo  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  37.] 

Mr.  Baker  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  May  was  laid  upon  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  this  house  will  with  the  joint  vole  of  the  senate  proceed  on  the  12th  day  of  February  next 
lo  the  election  of  a  member  of  the  executive  council  lo  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  expiration  of  the  term 
of  service  of  Henry  L.  Hopkins,  esq. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walden,  Rcsoleed,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  required  to  enquire  into 
the  necessity  of  providing  by  law  for  the  more  efleclual  security  to  jailors  of  this  commonwealth  for  ih.ir  fees 
arising  from  persons  confined  upon  civil  process,  and  thai  they  have  leave  to  rejiort  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Wilson  from  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures  presented  a  report  upon  the  p  litioo  of 
citizens  of  the  counties  of  Madison  and  Orange  that  a  portion  of  the  Rapid  Anne  river  may  be  deciaud  a  law- 
ful fence  ;  and  the  following  bills : 

No.  135.  A  bill  changing  the  manner  of  appointing  an  inspector  of  flour  and  indian  meal  in  the  town  of 
Winchester;  and 

No.  136.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Western  Virginia  silk  and  agricultural  company. 

Mr.  Southall  from  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  137.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  concerning  general  elections  in  this  commonwealth." 

Mr.  May  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  presented  the  following  bills  : 
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No.  138.  A  bill  giving  jurisdiction  to  justices  of  the  peace  in  actions  of  trespass  upon  real  and  personal 
property. 

No.  139.  A  bill  amending  the  act  authorizing  the  county  court  of  Monongalia  county  to  raise  money  for 
certain  purposes. 

No.  140.  A  bill  divorcing  Benjamin  Wright  from  his  wife  Mariann;  and 

No.  141.  A  bill  extending  the  act  authorizing  the  drawing  of  a  lottery  in  the  town  of  Fredericksburg. 

Mr.  Goods  from  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges  presented  the  following  bills : 

No.  142.  A  bill  incorporating  the  trustees  of  Richmond  college ;  and 

No.  143.  A  bill  to  repeal  the  act  entitled  "  an  act  concerning  the  Hampton  academy." 

Also  reported  with  amendments, 

No.  126.  A  bill  fixing  the  school  quotas  of  the  counties  of  Orange  and  Greene,  which  on  his  motion  was 
taken  up,  and  the  said  amendments  being  agreed  to,  the  same  as  amended  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Erskine,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  claims  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expe- 
diency and  justice  of  allowing  the  claims  of  Thomas  C.  Burwell  of  Greenbrier  and  Octavius  A.  Harvey  of 
Westmoreland,  for  transporting  lunatics  to  the  hospitals  at  Staunton  and  Williamsburg,  and  which  said  lunatics 
were  refused  admission  in  consequence  of  misapprehension  of  the  requirements  of  the  law. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vbnablb  leave  was  granted  to  the  committee  on  banks  to  sit  during  the  session  of  the 
house  during  this  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  Resolved,  That  the  executive  council  be  respectfully  requested  to  lay  before 
this  house  the  journal  of  their  proceedings  for  the  past  year. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hiden,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  enquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  that  when  a  feme  covert  is  deserted  by  her  husband  she  be  authorized  to  institute  and  main- 
tain actions  at  law  or  in  chancery  in  her  own  name  to  recover  for  services  rendered  or  for  legacies  and  bequests 
accruing  to  her  after  she  has  been  so  deserted  as  she  could  do  if  she  were  sole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Armstrong,  Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  town  of 
Williamsport  in  the  county  of  Harrison,  and  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  trustees  in  said  town,  and  that 
Messrs.  Armstrong,  Lee,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Carroll  of  Preston  and  Sturm  bring  in  the  same. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  communication  from  the  governor  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  con- 
dition  of  the  Northwestern  Bank  of  Virginia  and  its  branches  at  Wellsburg  and  Parkersburg  on  the  1st  instant, 
which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ratcliffe  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  38.] 

Mr.  Spotts  presented  a  memorial  adopted  by  a  convention  held  at  Giles  courthouse  in  October  last,  praying 
an  appropriation  for  the  construction  of  a  toad  on  stale  account  from  the  Kentucky  line  up  the  Louisa  fork  of 
Sandy  river  to  intersect  the  Price's  turnpike  and  Cumberland  gap  road  near  Tazewell  courthouse,  which  was 
referred  to  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 

Mr.  Reynolds  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Kanawha,  asking  for  an  amendment  lo 
the  law  incorporating  the  Bank  of  Kanawha,  so  as  to  authorize  a  majority  of  the  stockholders  to  fix  the  location 
of  said  bank,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  banks- 
No.  14.  A  bill  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  prescribing  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the  taxable  property 
within  this  commonwealth  and  for  collecting  the  public  revenue  was  takcu  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  May  ;  there- 
upon be  offered  sundry  amendments  thereto,  which  together  with  said  bill  was  committed  to  the  committee  of 
finance. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Venable  the  said  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Toler  the  resolution  for  electing  a  judge  of  the  general  court  in  the  eighth  judicial  cir- 
cuit with  the  amendment  thereto  proposed  by  the  senate  was  taken  up. 

The  resolution  proposed  to  fix  the  seventeenth  of  the  present  month  for  proceeding  to  said  election  ;  the  senate 
proposed  to  amend  the  said  resolution  by  striking  out  the  word  seventeenth  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  (be  word 
twenty-sercnth ;  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

No.  113.  A  bill  concerning  the  preservation  of  records,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clarke  of  Surry, 
read  the  first  and  second  times  and  committed  to  the  committee  which  brought  it  in. 

No.  51.  A  bill  to  change  the  lime  of  holding  the  general  elections  in  this  commonwealth,  with  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Byrd,  which  was  under  consideration  when  the  house  adjourned  or-  yesterday,  was  taken 
up,  and  iho  said  amendment  was  disagreed  to  ;  several  other  amendments  having  been  offered  and  rejected,  the 
question  recurred  upon  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  and  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cosn  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridgc, 
Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Cardwell,  Broadus, 
Wilson,  Whilworth,  Crafford,  Roane,  Marshall,  Payne,  Hale.Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Erskine, 
Butts,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory.  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of 
Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason  and 

24 


Digitized  by  Google 


94 


JOURNAL  OP  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES. 


Jackson,  Baskcrville,  Goodc,  Massie,  Watts,  Yerby,  Fitzgerald,  Hidcn,  Staples,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Mi- 
chaux,  Venable,  Roberts,  Heath,  Walden,  Leyburn,  Smiih  of  Russell,  Ridley,  Crutcbficld,  Clarke  of  Surry, 
Prince,  Stephenson  and  Walker — 72. 

Noes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Thomburg,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Powell,  Al- 
derson,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hamp- 
shire, White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews 
and  Middlesex,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges, 
Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Ethcridge,  Hudnall,  M'Connell,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  May,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Ratchfte, 
Sturm,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Fitzhugb,  Spotts, 
Goodson,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stangcr — 56. 

Mr.  M'Coxnell  presented  a  petition  of  the  directors  of  the  fire  and  marine  insurance  company  of  Wheel- 
ing asking  for  certain  amendments  to  their  charter,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

The  speaker  submitted  a  communication  from  the  governor,  as  president  of  the  literary  fund,  enclosing  a 
petition  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  literary  fund,  praying  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  them  to 
receive  and  hold  the  estate  of  Martin  Dawson  for  the  objects  specified  in  his  will,  and  out  of  the  same  to  defray 
such  expenses  as  have  already  been  and  may  be  hereafter  incurred  by  them  in  sustaining  this  devise,  including 
special  compensation  to  the  attorney  general  for  his  services,  and  so  enlarging  their  powers  that  they  may  in 
future  take  devises  made  to  them  for  the  use  of  the  school  commissioners  of  any  county  of  the  state  or  for  the 
purposes  of  education,  and  to  hold  and  apply  such  devises  on  the  terms  and  in  the  manner  directed  in  the 
respective  wills  making  such  devises  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges,  and  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Hunter  ordered  to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  39.] 

No.  45.  A  bill  concerning  witnesses  in  civil  cases,  with  the  amendment  which  was  under  consideration 
when  the  house  adjourned  on  Saturday,  was  taken  up,  and  the  said  amendment  being  agreed  to,  the  said  bill 
as  amended  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fox  the  house  adjourned. 


WEDNESDAY,  January  22,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk: 

IN  SENATE,  January  21,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled 

"  An  act  allowing  further  time  to  William  Crump  for  the  completion  of  a  mill-dam." 
Mr.  Crutchfield  from  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  presented  a  report  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Loudoun  for  a  revisal  of  the  road  laws ;  and  the  following  bill: 
No.  144.  A  bill  increasing  the  tolls  of  the  Petersburg  rail-road  company. 

Mr.  Smith  of  hit  of  Wight  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  presented  the  following  bill : 
No.  145.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  society  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  clergymen  in  the  dio- 
cese of  Virginia. 

Mr.  Venable  from  the  committee  on  banks  presented  a  report  upon  the  condition  of  the  banks  of  the  state 
and  the  causes  of  the  late  suspension  of  specie  payments,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  M'Connell  was  ordered  to 
be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  40.] 

Also  the  following  bill : 

No.  146.  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  banks,  which  on  his  motion  was  read  the  first  and 
second  times,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  May  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  91.  A  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  certain  lands  lor  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  county  of  Northamp- 
ton, with  the  amendment  thereto  proposed  by  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  was  taken  up,  and  the  said 
amendment  being  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Soithall,  and  as  amended  agreed  to,  the  said  bill  as  amended 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  South  all  presented  a  petition  of  Alexander  Rives  and  William  W.  Dawson,  trustees  under  the  will 
of  Martin  Dawson  deceased  late  of  Albemarle,  praying  legislative  aid  in  cfiectuating  the  object  of  the  testator 
touching  a  school  fund  created  by  his  will  for  the  benefit  of  the  counties  of  Nelson  and  Albemarle,  which  was 
referred  to  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges. 

Mr.  Wood  presented  a  petition  of  Fabius  Lawson  praying  to  be  divorced  from  his  wife. 

Mr.  Lawson  a  petition  of  Reese  Browning  asking  for  the  remission  of  a  fine. 

Mr.  Ewinb  a  petition  of  Daniel  Jones  asking  that  the  commonwealth's  right  to  certain  lots  in  the  town  of 
Jonesville  may  be  released  to  him. 

The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 
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A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Stephenson  to  take  up  the  resolution  submitted  by  him  on  the  sixth  instant, 
relative  to  certain  declarations  imputed  to  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  concerning  the  value  of  the 
stock  in  said  bank;  and  the  vote  was  ordered  to  be  recorded  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stephbkson. 

The  clerk  called  the  names  of  the  members  and  had  finished  the  same,  but  before  the  result  was  announced, 
a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Chopper  that  the  rule  of  the  house  be  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  permitting  ab- 
sentees to  vote  upon  the  proposition  to  take  up  the  said  resolution,  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Southall,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cuc,  Stuart,  Lockridgc,  Burwell 
of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Cor- 
bin,  Card  well,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  CraHbrd,  lloane,  Marshall,  Alderson, 
Payne,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Byrd,  Erskinc,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Seymour,  Arm- 
strong, M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Taylocof  Lancaster  and  Richmond, 
Lawson,  Beard,  Ramcy,  Harrison,  Orgain,  Banks,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Baskerville,  Goode, 
Clayton,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Hodges,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  Hud- 
nall,  Fitzgerald,  M'Connell,  Aleshire,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Roberts, 
Ratclifle,  Sturm,  Waldeu,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Griever,  Ridley,  Crutchhcld,  Fitz- 
bugh,  Stephenson,  Goodson  and  Walker — 89. 

Nobs — Messrs.  Hannah,  Haskins,  Powell,  Howell,  Hale,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Allen  of  Hampshire, 
Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Lipscomb,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Myers  of  Morgan, 
Hiden,  Hiner,  May,  Heath,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Prince,  and  Jackson  of  Wood— 24. 

The  absentees  were  then  called,  and  the  vote  upon  taking  up  the  said  resolution  was  announced  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox, 
Wilson,  Crnflbrd,  Roane,  Powell,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  King,  Butts,  Taylor  of 
Halifax,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Tayloe 
of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Banks,  Caldwell,  Taylor  of  Ma- 
thews and  Middlesex,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Clayton,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Etheridge, 
Yerby,  M'Connell,  Staples,  Hiner,  Heath,  Ratclifle,  Walden,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Smith  of  Russell, 
Quillen,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Prince,  Stephenson,  Walker,  ana  Jackson  of  Wood — 62. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Southall,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of 
Berkeley,  Hunter,  Hannah,  M'Millan,  Thornburg,  Corbin,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren, 
Broadus,  Whitworth,  Marshall,  Baker,  Byrd,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Clark  of  Hali- 
fax, Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Seymour,  Armstrong,  Kennedy,  Ewing,  Orgain,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Chap 
man,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  May, 
Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Roberts,  Sturm,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Shipman, 
Conn,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh  and  Goodson — 58. 

The  said  resolution  was  then  read  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  banks  be  instructed  to  enquire  whether  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia during  the  last  year  made  the  declaration  that  has  been  imputed  to  him  by  the  Richmond  Whig  a  news- 
paper published  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  to  wit:  that  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  was  not  worth  fifty 
cents  in  the  dollar.  And  should  the  committee  ascertain  that  the  said  president  made  such  declaration,  that 
then  they  enquire  into  the  grounds  or  reasons  that  induced  the  said  officer  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
stock  of  said  bank  was  worth  less  than  its  par  value.  And  that  the  said  committee  also  enquire  whether  the 
interest  of  the  commonwealth  in  the  Bank  of  Virginia  does  not  require  that  the  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth 
shall  be  instructed  to  vote  against  the  said  president  as  a  director  of  said  bank  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  stock- 
holders thereof. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  M'Connell  that  the  farther  consideration  of  the  said  resolution  be  indefinitely 
postponed ;  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

No.  126.  An  engrossed  bill  fixing  the  school  quotas  of  the  counties  of  Orange  and  Greene  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Goode  carry  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

No.  61.  An  engrossed  bill  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  general  elections  in  this  commonwealth  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

No.  49.  A  bill  concerning  executions  and  new  trials  in  cases  upon  warrants  with  the  amendments  thereto 
proposed  by  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  was  taken  up.  The  first  amendment  was  disagreed  to,  and  the 
remaining  amendments  were  severally  agreed  to;  thereupon  Mr.  Worthington  moved  to  amend  the  same  by 
substituting  a  new  bill  therefor,  which  proposed  substitute  and  bill  were  on  his  motion  laid  upon  the  table  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

No.  22.  A  bill  authorizing  James  M.  Smith  to  erect  a  wharf  on  a  part  of  the  public  landing  on  the  east 
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side  of  Coan  river  in  the  county  of  Northumberland  with  the  amendments  thereto  proposed  by  the  committee 
for  courts  of  justice  was  taken  up,  and  the  said  amendments  being  agreed  to  the  said  bill  as  amended  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed. 

No.  45.  An  engrossed  bill  concerning  witnesses  in  civil  cases  was  read  a  third  time ;  thereupon  a  clause  by 
way  of  ryder  thereto  was  offered  by  Mr.  Ratcliffb,  which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  the  question  being  put 
upon  reading  it  tbe  second  time  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Gregory  that  the  farther  consideration  of  the  said  bill  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned, anil  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  tbe  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wood  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Wood,  Cabell,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood, 
Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Craffbrd,  Powell,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Smith  of 
Gloucester,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Armstrong,  M'Rac,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Lips- 
comb, Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Baskcrville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of 
Montgomery  and  Pulaski/Myers  of  Morgan,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Hiden,  Alcshire,  Staples,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tall- 
man,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Vcnable,  Heath,  Ralclifie,  Sturm,  Walden,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Smith  of 
Russell,  Quillcn,  Conn,  Griever,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Prince,  Spotts  and  Good  son — 62. 

Noes — Messrs.  Southall,  Carpenter,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Mere- 
dith, Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Whitworth,  Roane,  Marshall,  Alderson,  Howell,  Byrd,  King, 
Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskinc,  Butts,  Gibson,  Seymour,  Lee,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Reynolds,  Wright, 
Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Hodges,  Allyn  of  Norfolk 
borough,  Yerby,  Hud  nail,  Hiner,  May,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Shipman,  Ridley,  Stephenson, 
Walker,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stanger — 60. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

The  speaker  submitted  a  communication  from  the  governor  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  princi- 
pal professor  of  the  Military  institute  at  Lexington,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lawson  was  laid  upon  the  table 
and  ordered  to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  41.1 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sturm  the  house  adjourned. 


THURSDAY,  January  23,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk: 

IN  SENATE,  January  22,  1S40. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled 

"An  act  fixing  the  school  quotas  of  the  counties  of  Orange  and  Greene." 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  communication  from  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley  transmitting 
a  statement  shewing  the  condition  of  the  bank  and  its  branches  on  the  first  instant,  and  answers  to  the  resolution 
of  the  house  of  delegates  of  the  sixth  instant,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Y enable  was  laid  upon  the  table  and 
ordered  to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  43.] 

The  speaker  also  submitted  a  communication  from  the  governor  enclosing  a  statement  of  the  condition  of 
the  Merchants  and  Mechanics  Bank  of  Wheeling  and  its  office  of  discount  and  deposit  at  Morgantown  on  the 
13th  instant,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  M'Connelt.  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  [Doc. 
No.  44.] 

The  joint  order  of  the  day  for  proceeding  by  joint  vote  with  the  senate  to  the  election  of  a  senator  to  repre- 
sent this  state  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States'being  read,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Crutchfield  to  post- 
pone the  execution  of  the  said  order  until  Wednesday  tbe  twenty-ninth  instant ;  and  the  question  being  put 
thereupon  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Crupper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of 
Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  M' Millar*,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell, 
Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Craffbrd,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin, 
Smith  of  Gloucester,  Erskinc,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe 
of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beari,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Smith  of 
Mason  and  Jackson,  Evans,  Hodges,  Massie,  Allvn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerbv,  M'Connell, 
Staples,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman.  Roberts, ' Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Smith  of  Russell,  Crutchfield, 
Stephenson,  Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood— 70. 

Noes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Thornburg,  Cox, 
Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Powell,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Gucrrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts, 
Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of 
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Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Baskerville, 
Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden, 
Aleshire,  Hincr,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Heath,  Ralcliffe,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham, 
Sbipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Goodson  and  Slan- 
ger— 62. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Crutchfield  carry  the  said  resolution  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  collecting  and  embodying  into  one  act  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  of 
a  general  character  now  in  force  in  relation  to  the  public  roads  of  this  commonwealth,  together  with  such  amend- 
ments or  modifications  as  said  committee  may  deem  expedient,  and  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kennedy,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be  instructed 
to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  to  provide  for  the  opening  and  repair  of  the 
public  roads  of  this  commonwealth,"  passed  March  3d,  1835,  requiring  the  appointment  of  road  commissioners 
at  any  subsequent  term. 

Mr.  Venable  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  146.  A  bill  providing  for  certain  alterations  to  the  hall  of  the  house  of  delegates  and  to  the  interior  of 
the  capitol. 

Mr.  Mat  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  presented  reports  upon  the  petitions  of  Martha  A.  Elliott, 
&e. ;  of  John  H.  Maxkle ;  of  Mary  Pruden  and  others ;  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Bedford  for  a-  county  tax 
on  dogs ;  and  of  Levi  A.  Blankenship ;  and  upon  the  resolutions  for  furnishing  the  county  court  clerks  with 
the  journals  of  the  house ;  concerning  notices  in  cases  of  indeterminate  leases,  and  concerning  processioning 
of  lands. 

Also  the  following  bills  : 

No.  147.  A  bill  concerning  Verlinda  Perry ;  and 

No.  148.  A  bill  amending  the  charter  of  the  fire  and  marine  insurance  company  of  Wheeling. 

The  said  last  bill  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  M'Connell  taken  up,  read  the  first  and  second  times,  and  (by  ge- 
neral consent)  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  was  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  George  H.  Mathews,  and  the  same  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  White  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Ilanover  for  the  incorporation  of  a  company 
to  construct  a  turnpike  road  in  said  county. 

Mr.  Wokthington  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Jefferson  for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail-road  company  to  estabbsh  a  public  depot  at  the  Old  Furnace  in  said  county. 

The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 

Mr.  Wokthington  also  presented  a  petition  of  members  of  the  bar  of  the  county  of  Jefferson  for  a  change 
in  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  said  county,  which  on  his  motion  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Cardwbll  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Charlotte  for  the  removal  of  the  separate 
election  now  held  at  Fuqua's  store  in  said  county  to  James  Lawson's  tavern,  which  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee of  propositions  and  grievances. 

Mr.  Tunstall  presented  a  petition  of  George  W.  Johnson  and  others  for  the  incorporation  of  the  Danville 
savings  institution,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  banks. 

No.  22.  An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  James  M.  Smith  to  erect  a  wharf  on  a  part  of  the  public  landing  on 
the  east  side  of  Coan  river  in  the  county  of  Northumberland  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  and  the  title  was 
amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  May  so  as  to  cause  it  to  be  "an  act  concerning  the  erection  of  wharves." 

No.  91.  An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  certain  lands  for  tire  use  of  the  poor  of  the  county  of 
Northampton  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  and  the  title  was  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  May  so  as  to  cause 
it  to  be  "  an  act  concerning  the  purchase  of  lands  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor." 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  bills  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  second  time,  and  on  motions  severally  made  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the 
table : 

No.  74.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Patterson's  creek  turnpike  company. 

No.  76.  A  bill  to  amend  the  62d  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  reducing  into  one  tbe  several  acts  con- 
cerning wills,  the  distribution  of  intestates'  estates  and  the  duty  of  executors  and  administrators  ;"  and 
No.  78.  A  bill  to  establish  a  board  of  agriculture. 
The  following  report  was  read  and  laid  upon  the  table  : 

The  committee  to  examine  the  second  auditor's  office  having  performed  that  duly  make  the  following  report : 
That  they  have  made  a  thorough  examination  of  the  books,  vouchers  and  papers  connected  with  the  re- 
ceipts and  disbursements  over  which  the  office  exercises  a  control,  and  that  they  have  found  them  cntiicly  accu- 
rate and  correct 
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The  committee  deem  it  a  duty  to  state  that  the  books  and  papers  relating  to  the  various  funds — the  Literary 
fund,  the  Board  of  public  works,  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road,  &c.  are  not  only  kept  with  a  neatness  and 
accuracy  which  afforded  great  facility  in  the  examination,  but  give  the  most  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  ability 
and  fidelity  with  which  the  duties  of  the  office  have  been  discharged. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  register's  office  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson  of 
Wood  laid  upon  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  senate  by  Mr.  Baptist  : 

Ma.  Speaker — The  senate  agree  to  the  resolution  for  postponing  the  execution  of  the  joint  order  of  the 
day  for  the  election  of  a  senator  to  represent  this  state  in  tho  senate  of  the  United  States  until  Wednesday  the 
twenty-ninth  instant. 

No.  90.  A  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company  was  read  the  first  and  se- 
cond times  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  which  brought  it  in. 

No.  7G.  A  bill  concerning  the  reward  for  killing  wolves  in  the  county  of  Loudoun  was  read  a  second  time, 
amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Marshall,  and  as  amended  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  following  bills  were  read  the  first  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  : 

No.  77.  A  bill  to  establish  a  company  of  cavalry  in  the  county  of  Halifax. 

No.  80.  A  bill  concerning  flour  barrels. 

No.  81.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bradford  coal  mining  company  in  the  county  of  Goochland. 
No.  82.  A  bill  charging  real  assets  with  the  payment  of  simple  contract  debts  and  declaring  the  mode  of 
administering  the  same. 

No.  84.  A  bill  to  discontinue  Hooc's  ferry  across  the  Potomac  from  his  land  to  Cedar  Point  in  Maryland. 
No.  85.  A  bill  to  change  the  place  of  holding  a  separate  election  in  the  county  of  Franklin. 
No.  86.  A  bill  concerning  tho  arrest  of  poor  debtors. 

No.  87.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  second  quarterly  term  of  the  county  court  of  Warren. 
No.  88.  A  bill  releasing  to  Susan  C.  Bott  and  Eliza  Niblo  the  commonwealth's  right  to  a  lot  in  the  town  of 
Petersburg. 

No.  89.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  courts  of  Jefferson  county. 

No.  92.  A  bill  to  change  tho  time  of  the  meeting  of  the  next  general  assembly. 

No.  91.  A  bill  concerning  the  West  Liberty  academy  in  the  county  of  Ohio. 

No.  95.  A  bill  to  prevent  betting  upon  elections. 

No.  96.  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  ferries. 

No.  97.  A  bill  concerning  lotteries ;  and 

No.  9S.  A  bill  incorporating  the  town  of  Triadelphia  in  the  county  of  Ohio. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Gregory  the  house  adjourned. 


FRIDAY,  Jancary  24,  1840. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Beard,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  act  incorporating  the  president,  directors  and- company  of  the 
Lccsburg  turnpike  company  as  to  authorize  the  directors  to  fill  vacancies  in  their  body  and  to  make  one  of  their 
body  president. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  presented  the  following  bills : 
No.  148.  A  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  Mangohick  in  the  county  of  King  William. 
No.  149.  A  bill  concerning  John  Scabrook ;  and 

No.  150.  A  bill  establishing  the  county  of  of  parts  of  the  counties  of  Monongalia  and  Harrison. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Surry  reported  without  amendment 
No.  113.  A  bill  concerning  the  preservation  of  records. 

Mr.  Stephenson  from  the  committee  of  claims  presented  a  resolution  concerning  Thomas  C.  Burwell  of 
Greenbrier  and  Ociavius  A.  Harvey  of  Westmoreland. 

Mr.  Watts  from  the  committee  on  the  militia  laws  presented  a  report  upon  the  resolution  for  forming  a 
regiment  in  the  county  of  Pulaski ;  and  the  following  bill : 

No.  151.  A  bill  providing  for  the  erection  of  a  steward's  house  and  for  furnishing  a  supply  of  water  for  the 
Virginia  military  institute. 

Mr.  Crutchfield  from  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  presented  a  report  upon  the  memo- 
rial of  the  convention  held  at  Giles  courthouse;  and  the  following  bills  : 

No.  152.  A  bill  incorporating  tho  Preston  rail-road,  lumber  and  mining  company;  and 

No.  153.  A  bill  authorizing  the  board  of  public  works  to  appoint  agents  in  certain  cases. 

Mr.  May  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  presented  reports  upon  resolutions  in  relation  to  the  secu- 
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rity  of  ferry-boats  &c.  at  night,  and  relative  to  the  employment  of  slaves  &e.  at  tho  ferries  across  the  Potomac 
and  Ohio  rivers ;  and  upon  petitions  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Mathews  in  relation  to  the  hauling  of  seines,  and 
the  petition  of  Elizabeth  A.  Binns ;  and  the  following  bill : 

No.  154.  A  bill  exempting  firemen  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk  from  serving  on  petit  juries  in  civil  cases. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  presented  a  petition  of  William  II.  Chapman  and  Martha  S.  Chapman  asking 
to  be  divorced. 

Mr.  Wood  a  petition  of  Mary  Eancs  for  a  divorce  from  her  husband. 

Mr.  Watts  a  petition  of  Sally  Sylvester  and  others  praying  that  the  commonwealth's  right  to  certain  lands 
in  the  county  of  Norfolk  may  be  vested  in  the  heirs  of  Henry  Smith  deceased. 
The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cox  leave  was  granted  to  certain  citizens  of  the  county  of  Chesterfield  to  withdraw  their 
petition  presented  at  the  last  session  of  the  general  assembly. 

Mr.  Cox  then  re-presented  the  same  petition  praying  that  the  state  will  become  the  purchaser  of  Mayo's  bridge 
across  James  river  between  Manchester  and  Richmond,  or  that  a  company  may  be  incorporated  to  erect  a  new 
bridge  between  the  said  city  and  town,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  of  Halifax  the  resolution  submitted  by  him  on  the  thirteenth  instant  was  taken  up. 

A  motion  was  made  by  him  to  amend  the  same  by  substituting  therefor  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  this  house  will  by  joint  vote  with  the  senate  proceed  on  Friday  the  3lst  instant,  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a  governor  of  this  commonwealth  to  fill  the  vacancy  which  will  be  occasioned  by  the  expiration  of  the 
term  of  the  present  incumbent  David  Campbell,  esq. 

The  said  substitute  was  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Butts  by  striking  out  "  Friday  the  31st  instant,"  and 
inserting  in  lieu  thereof  "  Wednesday  the  fifth  of  February,"  and  as  amended  was  agreed  to,  and  the  said  resolu- 
tion as  amended  was  also  adopted. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

The  house  according  to  the  joint  order  of  the  day  proceeded  by  joint  vote  with  the  senate  to  the  election  of 
a  major-general  of  the  second  division  of  militia  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  major-gene- 
ral William  Madison;  thereupon  Mr.  Southall  nominated  brigadier-general  William  F.  Gordon,  and  Mr. 
Crutchfield  nominated  brigadier-general  Thomas  H.  Botts,  and  the  senate  having  been  informed  thereof  and 
no  person  having  been  added  to  the  nomination  in  that  house,  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows : 

For  general  Gordon — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Southall,  Carpenter,  Wood,  M'Cue,  Lockridgc,  Burwell  of 
Bedford,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Tbornburg,  Toler,  Corbin, 
Coleman,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Wilson,  Whitwortb,  Craiiord,  Powell,  Payne,  Howell,  Wade 
of  Franklin,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gib- 
son, Allen  of  Hampshire,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing, 
Ramey,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski, 
Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Ethcridge,  Yerby,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Hideo,  Aleshire,  Staples,  Hiner,  May,  Tun- 
stall,  Keen,  Tailman,  Michaux,  Venable,  Hcatb,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham, 
Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Goodson  and  Stanger — S5. 

For  general  Botts — Messrs.  Cropper,  Cabell,  Stuart,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Fox,  Cardwell, 
Broadus,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Hale,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Seymour,  Lee,  M'Rac,  Hamlctt,  Wor- 
thington,  Kennedy,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Harrison, 
Caldwell,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Evans,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk 
borough,  Watts,  M'Connell,  Roberts,  Walden,  Leyburn,  Crutcbfield,  Fitzbugh,  Stephenson,  Walker,  and  Jack- 
son of  Wood— 42. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Southall,  Cmtchficld,  Scott,  Banks,  Baker,  Evans,  Caldwell,  and  Allyn  of  Norfolk 
borough  be  a  committee  to  act  jointly  with  a  committee  of  the  senate  to  ascertain  the  joint  vote.  Mr.  South- 
all  subsequently  reported  the  vote  to  be  for  general  Gordon  104 ;  for  general  Botts  53 :  thereupon  William  F. 
Gordon  was  declared  duly  elected  a  major-general  of  the  militia  for  the  second  division. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  communication  from  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  transmitting 
returns  from  the  branches  of  said  bank  at  Fredericksburg,  Petersburg,  Lynchburg,  Charleston,  Buchanan  nnd 
Portsmouth,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  the  sixth  instant,  exhibiting  the  names  of  the  members 
of  this -bouse  who  are  stockholders  in  said  bank  and  their  indebtedness  as  individuals  or  members  of  firms, 
which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ratcliffe  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  he  printed.    [Doc.  No.  45.1 

Mr.  Stephenson  from  the  committee  of  claims  presented  reports  upon  trie  petitions  of  George  tiughart, 
and  of  the  heirs  of  John  Chavis  deceased. 

Mr.  Stanoer  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Pulaski  asking  the  passage  of  an  act  autho- 
rizing the  site  for  the  seat  of  justice  of  said  county  to  be  selected  by  a  majority  of  the  qualified  voters  of  the 
county,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vbnable  the  following  report  of  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  was  taken  up  and 
read : 


Digitized  by  Google 


100 


JOURNAL  OF  THE   HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES. 


The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Ly  e  and  others,  to  them  referred,  praying  the  passage  of  an  act  legalizing  and  confirming  the  deeds  heretofore 
executed  by  Frederick  Hobson  as  committee  of  Saint  George  Randolph,  a  person  of  unsound  mind,  to  some  of 
the  petitioners  for  certain  lots  of  land  therein  mentioned,  and  conferring  full  power  and  authority  on  the  said 
Hobson  to  execute  toothers  of  the  petitioners  valid  and  sufficient  deeds  for  the  lots  purchased  by  them  for  which 
deeds  have  not  been  made,  to  convey  to  them  the  fee  simple  tide  to  the  same,  and  have  come  to  the  following  re- 
solution thereupon : 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  rejected. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Venable  that  the  said  resolution  be  recommitted  with  instructions  to  the  com- 
mittee to  bring  in  a  bill  favourable  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

The  said  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Massik  presented  a  petition  of  Joshua  Webb  praying  the  passage  of  an  act  confirming  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain lands  belonging  to  his  children. 

Mr.  Goodson  a  petition  of  William  K.  Trigg,  executor  of  Jane  Robinson  deceased,  praying  that  certain 
slaves  liberated  by  the  testatrix  may  be  permitted  to  reside  in  the  slate. 

The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coleman  the  house  adjourned. 


SATURDAY,  January  25,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  January  24,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled 

"  An  act  concerning  levies  for  the  building  of  bridges  and  causeways,"  with  amendments  in  which  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

The  said  amendments  being  read,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Broadus  the  said  bill  and  amendments  were  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  Venablb  from  the  committe  of  finance  reported  without  amendment 

No.  14.  A  bill  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  prescribing  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the  taxable  property 
within  the  commonwealth,  and  for  collecting  the  public  revenue. 

And  presented  reports  upon  the  communication  of  the  president  of  the  board  of  principal  assessors,  and 
upon  resolutions  for  requiring  sheriffs  to  date  the  receipts  for  taxes,  and  for  requiring  the  board  of  principal  as- 
sessors to  state  in  the  margin  of  their  tables  the  value  added  to  land  on  account  of  minerals. 

Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  presented  reports  upon  the  petitions  of  An- 
derson Taylor  and  of  Philip  Robertson  ;  and  the  following  bills : 

No.  155.  A  bdl  amending  the  laws  concerning  slaves,  free  negroes  and  mulatloes  ;  and 

No.  156.  A  bill  releasing  John  Murdaugh  from  the  penalties  of  the  duelling  act. 

Mr.  Wilson  from  the  committee  of  agriculture  and  manufactures  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  157.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Tazewell  White  Sulphur  springs  company. 

Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood  presented  a  statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  suits  commenced,  pending  and  de- 
cided in  the  several  circuits  of  the  circuit  superior  courts  of  law  and  chancery,  and  affording  other  information 
upon  the  subject,  which  on  his  motion  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  [Supplement  to  Doc. 
No.  8.] 

Mr.  Ramey  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Loudoun  for  the  passage  of  a  special  road  law 
for  said  county. 

Mr.  Powell  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Fairfax  asking  a  change  in  the  tolls  on  the  Little  river 
turnpike  road. 

The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 

Mr.  Goode  presented  a  remonstrance  on  behalf  of  the  heirs  and  next  of  kin  of  Martin  Dawson  deceased 
against  the  petition  of  the  Literary  fund  and  the  executors  of  said  Dawson,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee 
of  schools  and  colleges. 

Mr.  Powell  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Fairfax  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Dranes- 
ville  in  said  county,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 
On  the  30th  ultimo  the  house  agreed  to  the  following  report  and  resolution : 

The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have  according  to  order  enquired  into  the  expediency  of  enacting  a  law 
regulating  the  commissions  to  be  allowed  to  commissioners  appointed  by  the  chancery  courts  of  this  common- 
wealth for  the  sale  of  real  and  personal  estate,  in  order  that  the  compensation  throughout  the  state  may  be  uni- 
form ;  whereupon, 
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Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  il  is  inexpedient  to  enact  such  a  law,  the  act  of  the  21st  March 
1836  regulating  commissions  in  such  cases  amply  providing  for  the  subject  aforesaid. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Powell  the  rule  of  the  house  was  suspended  and  the  vote  agreeing  to  the  said  resolu- 
tion was  reconsidered,  and  the  same  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  speaker  submitted  a  communication  from  the  register  of  the  land  office  in  reply  to  the  resolution  of 
the  bouse  adopted  on  the  13th  instant,  shewing  how  many  officers  and  soldiers  have  received  military  warrants 
for  services  in  the  revolution  besides  those  included  in  the  statement  of  the  register  bearing  date  16th  December 
1S34  ;  also  how  many  officers  have  received  their  warrants  and  what  portion  was  received  prior  to  tbe  end  of 
the  year  1784,  and  what  number  of  them  were  of  the  continental  line;  also  the  number  of  generals,  colonels, 
lieutenant  colonels,  chaplains  and  surgeons,  and  tho  quantity  of  land  paid  to  each  class,  which  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Ratclippk  was  laid  upon  tbe  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  46.] 

Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight  submitted  resolutions  intended  to  be  offered  by  him  as  a  substitute  for  the  re- 

G3rt  of  the  committee  on  bauks,  which  on  his  motion  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  [Doc. 
o.  47.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vbnablb, 

No.  146.  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  banks  was  taken  up  and  ordered  to  be  made  the 

order  of  the  day  for  Friday  nexL 

Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight  then  submitted  the  following  resolutions  which  were  laid  upon  the  table : 
Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  modify  the  charters  of  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth  which  have  or  may 

hereafter  forfeit  them  by  a  suspension  of  specie  payments,  in  the  following  particulars  to  wit : 

1.  No  bank  shall  issue  or  put  into  circulation  any  bond,  note,  draft,  or  other  evidence  of  debt,  which  is  not 
payable  on  demand. 

2.  Whenever  the  cash  liabilities  of  a  bank  (including  bonds,  notes,  or  other  evidences  of  debt  in  circulation, 
and  deposites)  shall  exceed  three  times  the  amount  of  their  specie  on  hand  held  to  pay  the  demands  against  it, 
there  shall  be  a  regular  and  gradual  reduction  of  its  liabilities  by  curtailment  or  otherwise,  until  its  specie  afore- 
said shall  bear  to  its  said  cash  liabilities  a  greater  proportion  than  one  third. 

3.  After  the  day  of  no  new  note  or  bill  shall  be  discounted  by  a  bank  for  or  loan 
made  to  an  individual  or  company  who  shall  have  been  more  than  one  year  preceding  continually  indebted  to  it. 

4.  A  report  of  the  amount  of  the  cash  liabilities  of  a  bank  and  of  its  specie  on  hand  shall  be  published  once 
in  every  two  months  in  at  least  two  newspapers,  if  so  many  be  printed  in  the  county  in  which  the  principal  bank 
or  that  having  the  greatest  amount  of  capital  is  located. 

5.  No  dividends  shall  be  made  by  a  bank  which  has  suspended  specie  payments  until  seven  months  after 
it  shall  have  resumed. 

6.  Bank  notes  in  circulation  on  being  presented  and  payment  thereof  refused,  shall  be  endorsed  by  some 
officer  of  the  bank,  and  thereafter  shall  carry  interest  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum  until  paid. 

7.  In  tbe  event  of  a  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  a  bank,  and  a  resumption  thereof  within  30  days, 
and  a  bona  fide  continuance  of  the  same  for  six  months  thereafter,  no  forfeiture  of  its  charter  shall  be  incurred. 

8.  In  the  event  of  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  any  principal  bank  or  any  branch  bank  thereof, 
that  bank  or  branch  only  which  shall  have  suspended  shall  be  liable  to  a  forfeiture  of  its  charter ;  and  the  prin- 
cipal bank,  if  it  shall  have  suspended,  shall  be  transferred  to  that  branch  having  the  greatest  amount  of  capital 
which  shall  have  continued  to  pay  its  debts  in  specie  on  demand. 

9.  That  no  bill  of  exchange,  note,  draft  or  other  evidence  of  debt,  shall  be  discounted  by  a  bank  unless  the 
payer  be  a  resident  of  this  state,  carrying  on  business  within  tbe  limits  of  the  same. 

10.  That  no  note,  the  amount  of  which  is  not  a  multiple  of  the  lowest  sum  for  which  a  bank  may  lawfully 
issue  its  notes,  shall  be  issued  by  banks  under  the  sum  or  denomination  of  fifty  dollars. 

On  motion  tbe  said  resolutions  were  ordered  to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  48.] 

Mr.  Worthtnoton  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  presented  a  report  upon  the  memorial  of  inha- 
bitants of  Fredericksburg  and  Falmouth  upon  the  subject  of  the  bridge  across  the  Rappahannock  river  about  to 
be  erected  by  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  rail-road  company. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Banks,  Resolved,  That  tbe  committee  of  agriculture  "and  manufactures  enquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  laws  in  relation  to  the  inspection  and  branding  of  flour. 

No.  111.  A  bill  to  convert  the  loan  of  $150,000  to  the  Winchester  and  Potomac  rail-road  company  into 
stock,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seymour,  read  the  first  and  second  times  and  or- 
dered to  be  recommitted. 

No.  76.  An  engrossed  bill  concerning  the  reward  for  killing  wolves  in  the  county  of  Loudoun  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed  :  and  the  title  was  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Beard  by  striking  out  the  words  "  county  of 
Loudoun,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  counties  of  Loudoun  and  Fauquier." 

No.  148.  An  engrossed  bill  amending  the  charter  of  the  Wheeling  fire  and  marine  insurance  company,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  bills  to  tbe  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 
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The  following  bills  were  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  tbird  lime,  viz  : 
No.  77.  A  bill  to  establish  a  company  of  cavalry  in  the  county  of  Halifax. 
No.  81.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bradford  coal  mining  company  in  the  county  of  Goochland. 
No.  S5.  A  bill  to  change  ihe  place  of  holding  a  separate  election  in  the  county  of  Franklin. 
No.  $4.  A  bill  to  discontinue  J  loot- V  ferry  across  the  Potomac  from  bis  land  to  Cedar  Point  in  Maryland. 
No.  87.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  second  quarterly  term  of  the  county  court  of  Warren. 
No.  88.  A  bill  releasing  to  Susan  C.  Bott  and  Eliza  Niblo  the  commonwealth's  right  to  a  lot  in  the  town  of 
Petersburg. 

No.  89.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  courts  of  Jefferson  county. 
No.  92.  A  bill  to  change  the  lime  of  the  meeting  of  the  next  general  assembly. 
No.  94.  A  bill  concerning  the  West  Liberty  academy  in  the  county  of  Ohio. 
No.  93.  A  bill  incorporating  the  town  of  Triadelphia  in  the  county  of  Ohio ;  and 
No.  113.  A  bill  concerning  the  preservation  of  records. 

The  following  bills  were  read  the  first,  and  on  motions  made  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
to  the  committees  which  brought  them  in,  viz: 

No.  100.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Virginia  axe  company;  and 

No.  108.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Potomac  and  Alleghany  coal  and  iron  manufacturing  company. 
The  following  bills  were  read  the  first  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  lime,  viz: 
No.  99.  A  bill  amending  the  laws  concerning  attachments  against  absent  defendants. 

No.  101.  A  bill  to  increase  the  stock  of  the  Dover  coal  mining  company  and  to  grant  them  manufacturing 
privileges. 

No.  102.  A  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "an  act  concerning  the  Valley  turnpike  company." 
No.  103.  A  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "an  act  declaring  Simpson's  creek  a  public  highway." 
No.  104.  A  bill  amending  the  laws  in  relation  to  the  course  of  descents. 

No.  105.  A  bill  changing  the  lime  of  holding  the  spring  term  of  the  circuit  superior  court  for  the  21st  dis- 
trict for  the  trial  of  criminal  causes. 

No.  106.  A  bill  concerning  the  draining  of  lands. 

No.  107.  A  bill  fixing  the  site  for  the  seat  of  justice  for  the  counly  of  Pulaski. 

No.  109.  A  bill  authorizing  an  increase  of  the  capital  stock  of  ihe  Rappahannock  company. 

No.  110.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Carnifix  ferry  bridge  company. 

No.  112.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Lewisburg  savings  institution,  society  or  bank. 

No.  114.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  to  incorporate  the  trustees  of  the  Halifax  academy." 
No.  115.  A  bill  to  amend  an  acl,  entitled  "  an  act  incorporating  the  trustees  of  the  Union  academy  of  Camp- 
bell ;  and 

No.  116.  A  bill  incorporating  the  trustees  of  the  Concord  female  seminary. 

A  report  of  the  committee  of  agriculture  and  manufactures  reporting  it  inexpedient  to  declare  a  portion  of 
the  Appomattox  river  a  lawful  fence  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson  laid  upon  the  lable. 

A  report  of  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  rejecting  the  petition  of  Samuel  Howell  was  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Gregory  l>iid  upon  the  table. 

The  following  report  of  the  committee  of  finance  was  read  : 

The  cotnmillee  of  finance  have  according  to  order  enquired  "  into  the  expediency  of  amending  so  much  of 
the  law  which  provides  for  the  payment  of  poor  rates  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November  in  every  year,  so 
as  to  require  the  sheriffs  or  other  collectors  to  make  payment  on  or  betbre  the  15th  day  of  December  in  every 
year:"  Whereupon, 

1.  Retohcd  as  the  opinion  of  {hit  commitUc,  That  it  is  inexpedient  so  to  amend  ihe  said  law. 

The  said  committee  have  also  enquired  "  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  the  clerks  of  this  commonwealth 
until  the  first  day  of  July  to  put  their  fees  into  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  instead  of  the  time  now  allowed  by 
law :"  Whereupon, 

2.  Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  (his  committee,  That  it  is  inexpedient  so  to  allow  said  clerks. 

The  said  resolutions  were  agreed  to,  an  unsuccessful  motion  having  been  made  by  Mr.  M'Rae  to  amend 
the  same  so  as  to  reverse  tbe  decision  of  the  committee. 

A  iunher  report  of  the  same  committee  was  read  and  agreed  to  as  follows: 

The  committee  of  finance  have  according  to  order  enquired  into  the  expediency  of  amending  so  much  of 
the  8th  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  reducing  into  one  act  the  several  acts  concerning  tithables,  and  direct- 
ing the  mode  of  laying  and  collecting  the  county  levy,"  passed  March  6th,  1819,  as  requires  sheriffs  to  account 
with  and  satisfy  county  creditors  the  respective  sums  levied  for  them  ;  and  to  adjust  and  settle  the  accounts  of 
their  collections  wiih  the  courts  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November  in  every  year.  And  also  so  much  of  the 
22nd  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  concerning  the  fees  of  certain  officers 
and  declaring  the  mode  of  discharging  the  said  fees,"  passed  March  2nd,  1819,  as  requires  tbe  payment  of  said 
fees  to  the  persons  entitled  on  or  before  tbe  first  day  of  November  in  every  year;  so  as  require  the  sheriffs  here- 
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after  to  pay  ihe  said  sums  of  money  on  or  before  the  16lh  day  of  December  in  every  year,  instead  of  the  said 
1st  day  of  November  in  every  year :  Whereupon, 

Rooked  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  inexpedient  so  to  amend  said  acts. 

A  message  from  the  senate  by  Mr.  Tod  : 

Mr.  Speaker — The  senate  agree  to  the  resolution  for  the  election  of  a  governor  of  this  commonwealth  with 
an  amendment,  in  which  they  respectfully  request  the  concurrence  of  this  house. 

The  said  resolution  provided  that  the  election  should  be  made  on  "Wednesday  the  fifth  of  February."  The 
amendment  of  the  senate  proposed  to  strike  out  the  word  "fifth"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "first." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfield  the  house  disagreed  to  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hunter  the  house  adjourned. 


MONDAY,  January  27,  1840. 

Mr.  Crutchfield  from  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  reported  with  amendment  the  fol- 
lowing bill : 

No.  111.  A  bill  to  convert  the  loan  of  $  160,000  to  the  Winchester  and  Potomac  rail-road  company  into 
stock  and  for  other  purposes. 

And  presented  a  report  upon  the  resolution  relative  to  the  foreclosure  of  the  mortgage  on  the  Fishing  creek 
road  ;  and  the  following  bill : 

No.  158.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Sweet  springs  and  Salt  Sulphur  turnpike  company. 

Mr.  Ramey  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  presented  the  following  bills : 

No.  159.  A  bill  to  incorporate  French's  hotel  company  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk ;  and 

No.  160.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  slaves,  free  negroes 
and  mulatloes,"  passed  11th  March  1834. 

Mr.  Wilson  from  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures  reported  without  amendment  the  follow- 
ing bill : 

No.  108.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Potomac  and  Alleghany  coal  and  iron  manufacturing  company. 
Mr.  May  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  presented  reports  upon  the  petitions  of  Daniel  D.  Jones 
and  of  Reese  Browning;  and  the  following  bills: 

No.  161.  A  bill  divorcing  Mary  Eanes  from  her  husband  George  H.  Eanes ;  and 
No.  1C2.  A  bill  concerning  Thomas  Beazley  a  free  man  of  colour. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfield  the  report  of  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  upon  the  me- 
morial of  the  convention  held  at  Giles  courthouse  was  taken  up  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamey,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  have  power  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers  touching  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Abigail  Mayo  praying  an  increase  of 
the  tolls  of  Mayo's  bridge  across  the  James  river  at  the  city  of  Richmond,  and  referred  to  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ridley,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  overseers  of  the  poor  for  the  several  counties  of  this  commonwealth  to  hold 
their  annual  meetings  in  the  month  of  July  instead  of  the  month  of  June  as  is  now  required  by  law ;  also  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  county  courts  to  lay  their  levies  at  the  July  term  if  not  laid  or  completed  at  the 
June  term  of  said  courts. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wade  of  Montgomery,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  John  Whitaker  to  build  a  toll-bridge  across  Peak  creek 
in  the  county  of  Pulaski,  and  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Erskine,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  be  instructed  to 
eoquire  into  the  expediency  of  more  effectually  preventing  the  killing  sheep  by  dogs,  and  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reynolds,  Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  town  of 
Terra  Salis  in  the  county  of  Kanawha,  and  that  Messrs.  Reynolds,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Alderson, 
Tbornburg,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  and  Jackson  of  Wood  bring  in  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ratclifke  that  the  house  adopt  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  propriety  of  furnishing 
the  several  judges  of  this  commonwealth  with  Robinson's  Practice  and  the  reports  of  the  decisions  of  the  court 
of  appeals  and  general  court  or  such  of  them  as  may  be  necessary  to  aid  said  judges  in  the  discharge  of  their 
judicial  duties. 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Goodson,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  enquire  into  the 
expediency  of  constructing  a  dirt  turnpike  road  from  the  town  of  Newbern  in  the  county  of  Pulaski  by  way  of 
Wythcville,  Marion  and  Abingdon  to  the  Tennessee  line. 
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Mr.  M'Millan  presented  a  petition  of  A.  Campbell  and  others  for  the  incorporation  of  a  literary  institution 
to  be  located  at  Bethany  in  the  county  of  Brooke. 

Mr.  Erskine  a  petition  of  the  trustees  of  the  Lewisburg  academy  asking  aid  for  that  institution  from  the 
Literary  fund. 

The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges. 

Mr.  Heath  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Prince  George  for  the  establishment  of  two 
separate  elections  in  said  county. 

Mr.  Conn  a  petition  of  the  citizens  of  New  Market  in  the  county  of  Shenandoah  asking  a  repeal  of  the  act 
incorporating  said  town,  and  the  passage  of  another  act  vesting  the  trustees  with  other  powers  and  prescribing 
other  duties. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  town  of  Point  Pleasant  asking  for  the  passage 
of  an  act  incorporating  said  town. 

The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

Mr.  By  an  presented  a  petition  of  Peter  Kremer  praying  to  be  allowed  the  reward  mentioned  in  a  procla- 
mation of  a  former  governor  of  the  commonwealth  for  the  apprehension  of  negro  John,  a  fugitive  from  justice,  or 
to  have  refunded  a  sum  of  money  expended  by  him  in  the  apprehension  of  said  negro;  which  was  referred  to 
the  committee  of  claims. 

Mr.  Lipscomb  presented  a  petition  of  William  Stout  and  others  praying  that  Wilson  M.  Carter  may  be  re- 
leased from  a  line  imposed  upon  him  by  a  judgment  of  the  circuit  superior  court  of  the  county  of  Louisa;  which 
was  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  ot  justice. 

The  house  according  to  the  joint  order  of  the  day  proceeded  by  joint  vote  with  the  senate  to  the  election  of 
a  judge  of  the  general  court  in  the  eighth  judicial  circuit,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  judgo 
William  Daniel.  Mr.  Flood  nominated  Daniel  A.  Wilton;  Mr.  Lee  nominated  William  Daniel  jr.;  Mr.  Fox 
nominated  John  B.  Dabney ;  Mr.  Toler  nominated  Charles  L.  Mosby  and  John  Wills;  and  the  senate  having 
been  informed  thereof  by  Sir.  Lee,  and  no  person  having  been  added  to  the  nomination  in  that  house,  the  vote 
was  recorded  as  follows  : 

For  Daniel  A.  Wilson — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Wood,  M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thorn- 
burg,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Crafford,  Roane,  Payne,  Hale, 
Byrd,  Butts,  Wright,  Ewing,  Orgain,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Evans,  Chapman,  Allyn 
of  Norfolk  borough,  Hiner,  Michaux,  Smith  of  Russell,  Gricvcr,  Spoils  and  Walker — 34. 

For  fUlliam  Daniel  jr. — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Mitchell,  Hannah,  Cox,  Powell,  Howell, 
Baker,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Lipscomb,  Banks, 
Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Clayton,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall, 
Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Ship- 
man,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince  and  Goodson — 40. 

For  John  D.  Dabney — Messrs.  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Fox,  Corbin,  Marshall, 
Scott,  Aldcrson,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Erskine,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Seymour,  M'Rac,  Hamlett, 
Worthington,  Fontaine,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ratncy,  Caldwell,  Hodges,  Massie,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  M'Con- 
nell,  Staples,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Venable,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Crutchfield, 
and  Jackson  of  Wood— 40. 

For  Charles  L.  Mosby — Messrs.  Southall,  Hunter,  Toler,  Coleman,  Gibson,  Gregory,  Kennedy,  Reynolds, 
Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Harrison,  Stephenson  and  Stangcr — 12. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Flood,  Lee,  Fox,  M'Millan,  Toler,  Goode,  Wood,  Fontaine  and  Tunstall,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  act  jointly  wilh  a  commitlee  of  the  senate  to  ascertain  the  joint  vote;  subsequently  Mr.  Flood  report- 
ed the  said  vote  to  be  for  Daniel  A.  Wilson  39  ;  for  William  Daniel  jr.  50  ;  for  John  B.  Dabney  45  ;  for  Charles 
L.  Mosby  17. 

No  person  having  received  a  majority  of  the  joint  vote,  and  Mr.  Mosby  having  been  dropped  under  the  rule 
of  the  house,  the  vote  was  again  taken  and  recorded  as  follows : 

For  Daniel  A.  Wilson — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Wood,  Hunter,  M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood, 
Thornburg,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Crafford,  Roane,  Payne, 
Howell,  Hale,  Byrd,  Butts,  Gregory,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Ewing,  Orgain,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Basker- 
ville, Goode,  Evans,  Chapman,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Hiner,  Michaux,  Smith  of  Russell,  Griever,  Spotts, 
Walker  and  Stanger — 39. 

For  William  Daniel  jr. — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Mitchell,  Hannah,  Cox,  Powell,  Baker, 
King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong.  Lipscomb,  Banks,  Taylor 
of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Clayton,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall,  Fitzge- 
rald, Hiden,  Aleshirc,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman, 
Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince  and  Goodson — 39. 

For  John  B.  Dabney — Messrs.  Southall,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Toler,  Fox, 
Corbin,  Coleman,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Erskine,  Taylor  of  Hali- 
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fax,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of 
Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Hodges,  Massif,  Watts,  Etberidge, 
Yerby,  M'Connell,  Staples,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Venable,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn, 
Crutchfieid,  Stephenson,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 19. 

The  same  committee  again  met  a  committee  of  the  senate,  and  Mr.  Flood  reported  the  joint  vote  to  be 
for  Wilton  42,  for  Daniel  66,  for  Dabncy  60. 

No  person  having  yet  received  a  majority  of  the  joint  vote,  and  Mr.  Wilson  having  been  dropped  under  the 
role  of  the  house,  Mr.  Chapman  renominated  Daniel  A.  Wilton,  and  the  vole  was  again  taken  and  recorded  as 
follows : 

For  William  Daniel  jr. — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Stuart,  Hannah,  Cox,  Powell,  Baker,  King,  Clark  of  Halifax, 
Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Clayton,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden, 
Alcshire,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Ratclifle,  Sturm,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Bare,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh, 
Prince  and  Good  son — 28. 

For  Daniel  A.  Wilton — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Hunter,  M'Millan,  Kyle, 
Flood,  Thornburg,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworlh,  Crailbrd,  Roane, 
Payne,  Howell,  Hale,  Byrd,  Butts,  Armstrong,  Gregory,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Ewing,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Smith  of 
Mason  and  Jackson,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Mor- 
gan, Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Hiner,  Michaux,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Griever,  Clarke  of 
Surry,  Spotts,  Walker  and  Staoger — 48. 

For  John  B.  Dabncy — Messrs.  Cabell,  M'Cuc,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley, 
Tolcr,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Carroll  of  Gray- 
son, Erskine,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Tayloe  of  King 
George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Hodges, 
Massie,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  M'Connell,  Staples,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Venable,  Roberts,  Wal- 
den, Robertson,  Leyburn,  Crutchfieid,  Stephenson,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 61. 

The  same  committee  again  met  a  committee  of  the  senate,  and  Mr.  Flood  reported  the  joiut  vote  to  be  for 
Daniel  36,  for  Dabncy  61,  for  Wilton  61. 

No  person  having  received  a  majority  of  the  joint  vote,  and  Mr.  Daniel  having  been  dropped  under  the 
rule  of  the  house,  the  vote  was  again  taken  and  recorded  as  follows  : 

For  Daniel  A.  Wilton — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Hunter,  Hannah, 
M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whit- 
worth,  Craffbrd,  Roane,  Powell,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Allen  of 
Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Gregory,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and 
Middlesex,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and 
Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Alcshire,  Hiner,  Michaux, 
Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quil- 
len,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarko  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Walker  and  Stanger — 71. 

For  John  B.  Dabney — Messrs.  Southall,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell, 
Myers  of  Berkeley,  Toler,  Fox,  Coibin,  Coleman,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith  of  Glou- 
cester, Erskine,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Worthington,  Kenne- 
dy, Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harri- 
son, Caldwell,  Hodges,  Massie,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  M'Connell,  Staples,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman, 
Venable,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Crutchfieid,  Stephenson,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 53. 

Mr.  Flood  from  the  joint  committee  reported  the  joint  vote  to  be  for  Daniel  A.  Wilton  92,  for  John  B.  Dab- 
ncy 63  ;  thereupon  Daniel  A.  Wilton  was  declared  duly  elected  a  judge  of  the  general  court  for  the  eighth  circuit. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Venable,  Rctolred,  That  when  the  house  adjourns  to-day  it  will  adjourn  until  lo-mor- 
row  eleven  o'clock. 

And  then  on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  of  Halifax  the  house  adjourned. 


TUESDAY,  January  28,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk  : 

IN  SENATE,  January  27,  1840. 
The  senate  recede  from  their  amendment  to  the  resolution  for  the  election  of  a  governor  of  the  common- 
wealth to  which  the  house  of  delegates  disagreed  ;  and  have  agreed  to  the  said  resolution  with  another  amend- 
ment, in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May  the  said  resolution  and  amendment  were  laid  upon  the  table. 
A  communication  was  received  from  the  governor  enclosing  a  general  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
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Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  and  its  branches  on  the  first  instant,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Venablb  was  laid  upon 
the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  50.] 

A  further  communication  was  received  from  the  governor  as  president  of  the  literary  fund,  transmitting  the 
first  annual  report  of  the  visitors  of  the  Virginia  institution  for  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  of  the 
blind,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Venablb  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  61.] 

On  tnotiou  of  Mr.  Chapman,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be  instructed 
to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  further  extending  and  amending  the  act  incorporating  the  Buchanan,  Fincastle 
and  Blacksburg  turnpike  company,  passed  March  27th,  1838 ;  also  into  the  expediency  of  reviving  and  amend- 
ing an  act  incorporating  the  Red  Sulphur  and  Ncwbcrn  turnpike  company. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hiden,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  enquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  that  but  one  set  of  costs  be  taxed  to  the  defendant  in  any  court  in  this  commonwealth  where 
more  than  one  suit  is  instituted  on  the  same  obligation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cox,  Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  best  means  of 
effecting  a  speedy,  safe  and  convenient  communication  between  the  city  of  Richmond  and  the  south  side  of  the 
James  river,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed  of  Messrs.  Cox,  Robertson,  M'Rae,  Michaux,  May,  Heath  and  Coleman. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  were  discharged  from  the  peti- 
tion of  Abigail  Mayo,  and  citizens  of  the  county  of  Chesterfield,  and  all  other  subjects  referred  to  said  commit- 
tee relative  to  the  bridge  across  James  river  between  the  city  of  Richmond  and  Manchester,  and  the  same  were 
referred  to  the  said  select  committee  just  appointed. 

Mr.  Venablb  from  the  committee  of  finance  presented  reports  upon  the  petitions  of  Richard  B.  Baptist,  and 
of  John  W.  Hcadcn  and  others  of  the  county  of  Floyd. 

Mr.  Goode  from  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  163.  A  bill  authorizing  additional  compensation  for  the  tuition  of  poor  children. 

Mr.  Wilson  from  the  committee  on  ogriculture  and  manufactures  reported  with  amendments  the  follow- 
ing bill : 

No.  100.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Virginia  axe  company. 

Mr.  Southall  from  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections,  presented  reports  upon  the  returns  and  oaths 
of  the  members  of  the  house  of  delegates,  and  upon  a  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  general  elec- 
tion law. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southall  the  said  committee  was  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  for 
revising  the  laws  regulating  the  general  elections  of  Virginia,  and  the  same  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Southall  announced  that  the  said  committee  having  finished  the  business  before  them  had  no  longer 
use  for  their  clerk,  and  he  was  accordingly  directed  to  be  discharged. 

Mr.  May  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  presented  reports  upon  the  resolution  concerning  limita- 
tion of  the  liability  of  assignors ;  and  upon  the  petitions  of  Joshua  Webb,  and  of  William  H.  Chapman ;  and  the 
following  bill : 

No.  1G4.  A  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  slaves  condemned  to  transportation  under  the  act  concerning 
the  circulation  of  incendiary  publications. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfield,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  enquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  amending  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  for  unlading  ballast,"  &c.,  passed 
February  10th,  1819. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Carpenter,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be  instructed 
to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  incorporating  a  joint  stock  company  to  construct  a  turnpike  road  from  the 
mouth  of  Oglie's  creek  in  the  county  of  Alleghany  to  intercept  the  White  Sulphur  and  Sweet  springs  turnpike 
at  some  point  near  John  Crow's  in  said  county,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gregohv,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire 
into  the  propriety  of  furnishing  the  judges  of  the  circuit  superior  courts  of  law  and  chancery  with  the  reports  of 
the  civil  and  criminal  appellate  courts  of  this  state  on  the  same  terms  and  under  the  same  restrictions  that  the 
Revised  Code,  Supplement,  and  Hcning's  Justice  arc  now  by  law  furnished  to  justices  of  the  peace,  and  that 
said  committee  "have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Card  well  the  rule  of  the  house  was  suspended,  and  Mr.  Hamlbtt  was  ordered  to  be 
added  to  the  committee  to  examine  enrolled  bills. 

Mr.  Waldkn  presented  a  petition  of  William  Gaunt  and  others  of  the  county  of  Rappahannock  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  separate  election  at  the  town  of  Sperryville  in  said  county,  which  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee of«  propositions  and  grievances. 

Mr.  Kennedy  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Jefferson,  praying  that  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail- 
road company  may  be  authorized  to  establish  a  depot  at  the  intersection  of  their  road  with  the  Shepherdstown 
and  SmithGcfd  turnpike,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 

Mr.  Carpenter  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  town  of  Covington,  asking  the  passage  of  an  act 
incorporating  said  town. 
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Mr.  Conn  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Shenandoah  in  favour  of  the  memorial  from  the  county  of 
Hardy  which  asks  that  a  part  of  (hat  county  may  be  added  to  the  county  of  Shenandoah. 
The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gregory  ihe  resolution  submitted  by  him  on  the  sixth  ultimo  was  taken  up  and  read  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  finance  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  raising  the  salary 
of  the  judges  of  this  commonwealth. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ratclifpe  to  amend  tlie  said  resolution  by  adding  thereto  *'  and  of  reducing 
the  pay  of  the  members  of  the  general  assembly  to  three  dollars  per  day." 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  May,  that  the  farther  consideration  of  the  said  resolution  and  amendment 
be  indefinitely  postponed  ;  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hunter,  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Southall,  Carpenter,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridgc,  Burwcll 
of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Hannah,  M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg.  Toler,  Fox, 
Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwcll  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Bmadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Craftord,  Roane. 
Powell,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant, 
Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of"  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee, 
Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Beard, 
Ramcy,  Harrison,  Orgain,  Banks,  Caldwell,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Clayton, 
Chapman,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden, 
Aleshire,  Staples,  Hincr,  May,  Keen,  Michaux,  Venablc,  Roberts,  Heath,  Sturm,  Waldcn,  Robcrison,  Snyder, 
Leyburn,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Crutchfield,  Clarke  of  Surry, 
Prince,  Spoils,  Goodson,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stanger — 104. 

Noes— Messrs.  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Erskine,  Seymour,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Fontaine,  Lawson,  Lips- 
comb, Evans,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Hodges,  M'Connell,  Tunstall,  Ratclifl'c,  Stephenson  and 
Walker— 16. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Halifax  presented  a  petition  of  William  G.  Hall  for  the  passage  of  an  act  to  authorize  the 
treasurer  of  the  school  commissioners  of  Halifax  to  pay  him  a  sum  of  money,  which  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  schools  and  colleges. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May,  the  bill 

No.  25,  entitled  "  an  act  prescribing  the  punishment  for  poisoning  or  attempting  to  poison,"  with  the 
amendments  thereto  proposed  by  the  senate  was  taken  up,  and  the  said  amendments  being  read  were  severally 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

No.  75.  A  bill  to  amend  the  52d  section  of  the  act  entitled  "  an  act  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  con- 
cerning wills,  the  distribution  of  intestates'  estates,  and  the  duty  of  executors  and  administrators,"  was  taken  up 
on  motion  of  Mr.  May,  read  a  second  lime,  amended  by  him,  and  as  amended  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  29.  A  bill  to  provide  for  a  revision  of  the  laws  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  May  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  to  the  committee  which  brought  it  in. 

No.  111.  A  bill  to  convert  the  loan  of  %  150,000  to  the  Winchester  and  Potomac  rail-road  company  into 
stock  and  for  other  purposes,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Byrd,  and  the  amendment  thereto  proposed  by  the 
committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  being  agreed  to,  the  same  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Venable  laid  upon 
the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

No.  14.  A  bill  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  prescribing  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the  taxable  property 
within  the  commonwealth  and  for  collecting  the  public  revenue,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Venable, 
amended  on  motions  severally  made,  and  as  amended  ordered  to  bo  engrossed. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  the  same  having  been  amended  on  motions  severally  made, 

Resolved,  That  the  second  auditor  prepare  and  transmit  to  this  house  a  condensed  statement  shewing  the 
amount  of  the  whole  existing  debt  of  the  commonwealth,  on  all  accounts  for  which  certificates  have  been  issued, 
as  well  us  the  amount  for  which  certificates  remain  to  be  issued  to  complete  engagements  entered  into  on  the 
part  of  the  commonwealth,  and  including  its  liabilities  for  any  debts  for  the  payment  of  which  the  faith  of  the 
state  may  be  pledged ;  for  what  purpose  issued,  where  held  and  when  redeemable,  as  far  as  may  be  in  his 
power  ;  and  also  a  statement  of  the  bank  stocks  and  other  available  or  unavailable  stocks  and  funds  of  every 
description  held  by  or  for  the  commonwealth. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson  a  statement  heretofore  prepared  by  the  second  auditor  relative  to  the  debt  of 
the  state,  was  ordered  to  be  printed.    [  Doc.  No.  52.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cox,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  agriculture  and  manufactures  be  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  incorporating  the  Falling  creek  manufacturing  company,  and  that  they  have  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leb  the  house  adjourned. 
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WEDNESDAY,  January  29,  1840. 
A  communication  from  ihe  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  January  28,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled, 

"  An  act  amending  the  charter  of  the  Wheeling  fire  and  marine  insurance  company." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hunter,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  enquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  first  section  of  an  act  passed  March  1st,  1819,  entilled  "an  act  to  reduce  into  one  tbe  several 
acts  to  regulate  the  solemnization  of  marriages,"  &c- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reynolds,  Resolrcd,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be  instructed 
to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  to  provide  for  tho  construction  of  a  road 
between  Weston  in  the  county  of  Lewis,  and  Charleston  in  the  county  of  Kanawha,"  passed  January  19tb,  1836. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southall,  Resolved,  That  this  house  will  on  the  sixth  day  of  February  next,  by  joint 
vote  with  thp  senate,  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  brigadier  general  for  the  third  brigade  of  Virginia  militia,  to 
supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  promotion  of  brigadier  general  Gordon  to  the  office  of  major  general. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson  the  select  committee  raised  on  yesterday  upon  the  subject  of  a  connection 
between  the  city  of  Richmond  and  Manchester  was  discharged  from  the  petition  of  Abigail  Mayo,  and  tbe  same 
wns  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

Mr.  May  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  presented  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  Sally  Sylvester 
&c.,  for  a  release  of  the  commonwealth's  title  to  certain  lands;  and  the  following  bills: 

No.  165.  A  bill  authorizing  fimes  covert  to  maintain  suits  in  their  own  names  when  deserted  by  their  hus- 
bands. 

No.  166.  A  bill  granting  permission  to  certain  slaves  emancipated  by  Jane  Robinson  deceased  to  remain  in 
the  commonwealth. 

No.  167.  A  bill  authorizing  the  confession  of  judgments  in  the  clerk's  office,  and  for  other  purposes;  and 
No.  168.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  A.  Trent  deceased,  and  to  release  the  right  of  the  literary 
fund  in  certain  cases  to  forfeited  lands. 

Mr.  Wilson  from  the  committee  of  agriculture  and  manufactures  presented  the  following  bill: 
No.  109.  A  bill  amending  the  charter  of  the  Appomattox  coal  mining  company. 

Mr.  Ramky  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  presented  reports  upon  the  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  the  county  of  Hardy  that  a  part  thereof  be  added  to  the  county  of  Shenandoah ;  and  upon  the  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Chesterfield  concerning  Mayo's  bridge;  and  the  following  bill : 

No.  170.  A  bill  to  authorize  a  ferry  from  the  lands  of  William  W.  Wenner  in  the  county  of  Loudoun  across 
the  Potomac  river. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Rockingham  presented  a  petition  and  proceedings  of  a  public  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  tbe 
county  of  Rockingham,  asking  the  incorporation  of  the  Rockingham  academy,  which  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  schools  and  colleges. 

Mr.  Dorm  an  presented  a  petition  of  Audly  Paul  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension,  which  was  referred  to 
the  committee  of  claims. 

Mr.  Gregory  presented  a  resolution  and  memorial  of  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  common  council  of  Wil- 
liamsburg, asking  an  alteration  in  the  charter  of  said  city,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of 
justice. 

Mr.  Gibson  preserved  sundry  papers  and  affidavits  relative  to  the  change  proposed  to  be  made  to  the  char- 
ter of  the  town  of  Winchester,  which  was  on  his  motion  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed : 

No.  77.  A  bill  to  establish  a  company  of  cavalry  in  the  county  of  Halifax. 

No.  81.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bradford  coal  mining  company  in  the  county  of  Goochland. 

No.  84.  A  bill  to  discontinue  Hooe's  ferry  across  the  Potomac  from  his  land  to  Cedar  Point  in  Maryland. 

No.  85.  A  bill  to  change  the  place  of  holding  a  separate  election  in  the  county  of  Franklin. 

No.  87.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  second  quarterly  term  of  the  county  court  of  Warren. 

No.  8S.  A  bill  releasing  to  Susar.  C.  Bott  and  Eliza  Niblo  the  commonwealth's  right  to  a  lot  in  the  town  of 
Petersburg. 

No.  89.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  Jefferson  county. 
No.  92.  A  bill  to  change  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  the  next  general  assembly. 
No.  98.  A  bill  incorporating  the  towo  of  Triadelphia  in  the  county  of  Ohio;  and 
No.  113.  A  bill  concerning  the  preservation  of  records. 

No.  75.  A  bill  to  amend  the  52d  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  con- 
cerning wills,  the  distribution  of  intestates'  estates,  and  the  duty  of  executors  and  administrators,"  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed,  and  the  title  was  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  May,  so  as  to  cause  it  to  be  "an  act  concern- 
ing the  duty  of  executors  and  administrators,  and  wills  of  personal  ettaU." 
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Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  bills  to  the  senate  and  request  tbeir  concurrence. 

No.  94.  An  engrossed  bill  concerning  the  West  Liberty  academy  in  the  county  of  Ohio,  was  on  motion  of 
Mr.  M'Conxell  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  tabic. 

The  house  according  to  the  joint  order  of  the  day  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  senator  to  represent  this 
state  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  ser- 
vice of  William  C.  Rivet  esq.;  thereupon,  Mr.  Crutchfield  nominated  William  C.  Jlivei,  and  Mr.  Ridley  nomi- 
nated John  Y.  Maton,  and  the  senate  having  been  informed  thereof  by  Mr.  Crutchfield, 

A  message  was  received  from  the  senate  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Culpeper: 

Mr.  Speaker — The  senate  have  adopted  a  resolution  for  postponing  the  execution  of  the  joint  order  of  the 
day  until  to-morrow,  in  which  they  respectfully  request  the  concurrence  of  this  house. 
The  said  resolution  is  the  following: 

Retolccd,  That  the  senate  will  with  the  consent  of  the  house  of  delegates  postpone  the  execution  of  the 
joint  order  of  the  day  until  to-morrow  at  eleven  o'clock. 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Goode  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

After  some  time  a  further  message  was  received  from  the  senate  by  Mr.  Baptist  : 

Mr.  Speaker — The  senate  arc  now  ready  to  execute  the  joint  order  of  the  day,  and  no  person  has  been 
added  to  the  nomination  in  that  house. 

The  names  of  the  members  were  then  called,  and  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows : 

For  William  C.  Rivet — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lock- 
ridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman, 
Cardwcll,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin, 
Erskine,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King 
George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason  and 
Jackson,  Evans,  Hodges,  Massic,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  M'Connell,  Staples,  May, 
Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Griever,  Crutch- 
field,  Stephenson,  Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 70.  ' 

For  John  Y.  Maton — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith, 
Haskins,  Thornburg,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Powell,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Guerraut,  Car- 
roll of  Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong, 
Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middle- 
sex, Baskerville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall, 
Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Alesbire,  Hiner,  Micbaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Heath,  RatcUffe,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith 
of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Goodson  and 
Stangcr— 61. 

For  R.  M.  T.  Hunter— Thomas  H.  Bayly— 1. 

For  Thomat  W.  Gilmer— Carter  Crafford— 1. 

For  John  J.  Aden — Thomas  Smith  of  Gloucester— 1. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Crutchfield,  Ridley,  Chapman,  Goode,  Smith  of  Russell,  Venable,  Bayly,  Lipscomb, 
Tunstall,  Worthington,  Cropper,  Crafford  and  Hunter  be  a  committee  to  ascertain  the  slate  of  the  joint  vote; 
Mr.  Crutchf«ld  subsequently  reported  the  said  vote  to  be  for  William  C.  Rivet  S3 ;  for  John  Y.  Maton  T9 ; 
scattering  4. 

There  being  no  election  the  vote  was  again  recorded  as  follows : 

For  William  C.  Rivet — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lock- 
ridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman, 
Cardwell,  Bioadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Roaoe,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin, 
Erskine,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tsyloe  of  Kinc 
George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Sm?ih  of  Mason  ana 
Jackson,  Evans,  Hodges,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  M'Conrell,  Staples,  May, 
Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Roberts,  Wolden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Griever,  Crutch- 
field, Stephenson,  Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 70. 

For  John  Y.  Maton — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M"Millan,  Meredith,  Has- 
kins, Thornburg,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Powell,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll 
of  Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of 
Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Basker- 
ville, Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald, 
Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable.  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  ot  Rock- 
ingham, Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Goodson  and  Stan- 
ger— 61. 

For  R.  M.  T.  Hunter— Mr.  Bayly— 1. 
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For  Thomas  W.  Gilmer — Mr.  Craffbrd — 1. 

For  John  Robertson — Mr.  Smith  of  Gloucester — 1. 

Mr.  Crctchfield  from  the  joint  committee  reported  the  joint  vote  to  be  for  William  C.  Rives  83 ;  for  John 
Y.  Mason  80 ;  scattering  3. 

A  message  was  then  received  from  the  senate  by  Mr.  Tod: 

Mu.  Speaker — The  senate  have  adopted  a  resolution  for  postponing  the  execution  of  the  joint  order  of  the 
day  until  to-morrow,  in  which  they  respectfully  request  the  concurrence  of  this  bouse. 
The  said  resolution  is  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  will,  with  the  consent  of  the  house  of  delegates,  postpone  the  further  execution  of 
the  joint  order  of  the  day  until  to-morrow  at  11  o'clock. 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ridley  inform  the  senate  thereof. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Clarke  of  Surry  the  house  adjourned. 


THURSDAY,  January  30,  1840. 

The  house  according  to  the  postponed  joint  order  of  the  day,  proceeded  by  joint  vote  with  the  senate  to  the 
election  of  a  senator  of  the  United  States  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  of 
service  of  William  C  Rives,  esq.,  and  the  senate  having  been  informed  by  Mr.  Crctchfield  that  no  person  had 
been  added  to  the  nomination  made  in  this  house  on  yesterday,  and  no  person  having  been  added  to  the  nomina- 
tion in  that  house,  the  vote  was  taken  and  recorded  as  follows : 

For  William  C.  Rives — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lock- 
ridge,  Burwcll  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Kyle,  Flood,  Tolcr,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman, 
Cardwell,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworlb,  Roane,  Marshall.  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin, 
Erskine,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlctt,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George, 
Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson, 
Evans,  Hodges,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  M'Connell,  Staples,  May,  Tunstall, 
Keen,  Tallman,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Crutchfield,  Stephenson, 
Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood— 69. 

For  John  Y.  Mason — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Has- 
kins,  Thornburg,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Powell,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll 
of  Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of 
Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Basker- 
ville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald, 
Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Heath,  Ralcliffe,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rock- 
ingham, Shipmnu,  Quillcn,  Conn,  Bare,  Gricver,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prioce,  Spolts,  Goodson 
and  Stangcr — 62. 

For  John  Robcrtmn — Mr.  Bayly — 1. 

For  Valentine  W.  Southall— Mr.  Craffbrd— 1. 

For  James  C.  lirurx — Mr.  Smith  of  Gloucester — 1. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Crutchfield,  Ridley,  Chapman,  Goode,  Smith  of  Russell,  Venable,  Bayly,  Lipscomb, 
Tunstall,  Worthington,  Cropper,  Craflbrd  and  Hunter  be  a  committee  to  act  jointly  with  a  committee  from  the 
senate  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  joint  vote. 

Mr.  Crutchfield  from  the  joint  committee  reported  the  joint  vote  to  be  for  WiUiam  C.  Rices  82,  for  John 
Y.  Mason  81,  scattering  3. 

There  being  no  election,  the  vote  was  again  recorded  as  follows : 

For  William  C.  Rives — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lock- 
ridge,  Burwcll  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman, 
Cardwell,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworlb,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin, 
Erskine,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlctt,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George, 
Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson, 
Evans,  Hodges,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  M'Connell,  Staples,  May,  Tunstall, 
Keen,  Tall  man,  Roberts,  \Valden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Crutchfield,  Stephenson, 
Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood— C9. 

For  John  Y.  Mason — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Has- 
kins,  Thornburg,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Powell,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll 
of  Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clar  k  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of 
Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Bas- 
kerville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald, 
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Hitleri,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Heath,  RatclifTe,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rock- 
ingham, Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Goodson 
and  Stanger — 02. 

For  John,  Robert  ton — Mr.  Bavly — 1. 

For  Valentine  W.  Southall— Mr.  CratTord— 1. 

For  William  H.  Mac/arland — Mr.  Smith  of  Gloucester — 1. 

Mr.  Crutchfield  from  the  joint  committee  reported  the  joint  vote  to  be  for  William  C.  Rives  82,  for  John, 
Y.  Mason  81,  scattering  3. 

There  being  no  election  the  vote  was  again  recorded  as  follows: 

For  William  C.  Rices — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lock- 
ridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Coibin,  Coleman, 
Cardwell,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin, 
Erskine,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King 
George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason  and 
Jackson,  Evans,  Hodges,  Massic,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  M'Connell,  Staples,  May, 
Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Crutchfield,  Ste- 
phenson, Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 69. 

For  John  Y.  Mason — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Has- 
kins,  Thornburg,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Powell,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Gucrrant,  Carroll 
of  Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of 
hie  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Basker- 
ville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald, 
Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Heath,  RatclifTe,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rock- 
ingham, Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Goodson 
and  Stanger — 62. 

For  Littleton  W.  Tazewell— Mr.  Bayly— 1. 

For  Abel  P.  Unshur—Mr.  Crafford— 1. 

For  Thomas  W.  Gilmer — Mr.  Smith  of  Gloucester — 1. 

Mr.  Crutchpikld  reported  from  the  joint  committee  the  joint  vote  to  be  for  William  C.  Rives  82 ;  for  John 
Y.  Mason  81 ;  scattering  3. 

There  being  no  election  the  vote  was  again  recorded  as  follows : 

For  William  C.  Rivet — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lock- 
ridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbio,  Coleman, 
Cardwell,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin, 
Erskine,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King 
George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason  ana 
Jackson,  Evans,  Hodges,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Ktheridge,  Yerby,  M'Connell,  Staples,  May, 
Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Crutchfield,  Ste- 
phenson, Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 69. 

For  John  Y.  Mason — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Has- 
kins,  Thornburg,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Powell,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll 
of  Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of 
Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Basker- 
ville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald, 
Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Heath,  RatclifTe,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rock- 
ingham, Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Goodson 
and  Stanger — 62. 

For  Francis  Mallory — Mr.  Bayly — 1. 

For  Abel  P.  U,>shur— Mr.  Crafford — I. 

For  Henry  A.  Wise— Mr.  Smith  of  Gloucester— 1. 

Mr.  Ckutchfibld  from  the  joint  committee  reported  the  joint  vote  to  be  for  William  C  Rive*  82;  for  John 
Y.  Mason  81 ;  scattering  3. 

There  being  no  election,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Crutchfield  that  the  house  adopt  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  the  execution  of  the  joint  order  of  the  day  for  the  election  of  a  senator  to  represent  this  state 
ia  tbe  senate  of  the  United  States  be  postponed  until  the  fifth  day  of  February  next. 

The  same  being  under  discussion,  Mr.  Ratcliffk  demanded  the  previous  question,  and  the  vote  being 
taken  thereupon,  it  was  determined  that  the  main  question  should  not  now  be  put. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gregory  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes— Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Carpenter,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis, 


Digitized  by  Google 


112 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES. 


Meredith,  Haskins,  Thornburg,  Fox,  Whitworth,  Crafford,  Marshall,  Payne,  Howell,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant, 
Butts,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Armstrong,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewmg,  Lipscomb, 
Caldwell,  Baskerville,  Clayton,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Massic,  Watts,  Eiheridge, 
Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  M'Connell,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  RatclifTe,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham, 
Shipman,  Quillcn,  Bare,  Clarke  of  ^urry,  Prince,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 61. 

Noes — Messrs.  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell, 
Myers  of  Berkeley,  M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and 
Warren,  Broad  us,  Wilson,  Roane,  Powell,  Scott,  Alderson,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Smith  of  Glouces- 
ter, Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Seymour,  Lee,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight, 
Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Law- 
son,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson, 
Goode,  Evans,  Chapman,  Hodges,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Yerby,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Staples,  Hiner,  May, 
Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Venable,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Russeil, 
Conn,  Griever,  Ridley,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walker  and  Stanger — 88. 

The  proposition  for  postponing  the  execution  of  the  joint  order  having  been  farther  discussed,  Mr.  Crutch- 
field  with  the  consent  of  the  house  withdrew  his  proposition. 

Thereupon  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seymour,  Resolved,  That  the  execution  of  the  joint  order  of  the  day  for  the 
election  of  a  senator  to  represent  this  state  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States  be  postponed  until  to-morrow 
eleven  o'clock. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hunter  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instruc- 
ted to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  act  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  concerning  slaves,  free 
negroes  and  mulattoes,  passed  2d  of  March  1819. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clark  of  Halifax  leave  was  given  to  withdraw  the  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of 
Halifax,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  separate  election  in  said  county,  presented  at  the  last  session  of  the 
general  assembly ;  thereupon  Mr.  Clark  presented  the  same  again,  and  it"  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  pro- 
positions and  grievances. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gregory  leave  was  given  to  withdraw  the  petition  of  William  M.  Moody  praying  to 
be  allowed  a  sum  of  money,  which  was  presented  at  the  last  session  of  the  general  assembly ;  he  thereupon  re- 
presented the  same  and  it  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

Mr.  Worthington  presented  sundry  documents  relative  to  the  change  in  the  charter  of  the  town  of  Win- 
chester, which  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Wade  of  Montgomery  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Montgomery  praying  for  a  change 
in  the  charter  of  the  Salem  ana  Pepper's  ferry  turnpike  company,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  roads 
and  internal  navigation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mitchell  leave  was  granted  to  Howell  Robinson  and  his  wife  to  withdraw  their  petitions 
presented  at  the  present  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Marshall  the  committee  of  finance  was  discharged  from  the  petition  of  James  B. 
Beverley,  and  leave  was  given  the  petitioner  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

Mr.  Hodges  presented  a  petition  of  James  Daniel  praying  for  a  sale  of  a  tract  of  land  in  the  county  of 
Nansemond,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

A  message  from  the  senate  by  Mr.  Lyons: 

Mr.  Spe a k e r— The  senate  have  concurred  in  the  resolution  for  postponing  the  execution  of  the  joint  order 
of  the  day  until  to-morrow  eleven  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May  the  house  adjourned. 


FRIDAY,  January  31,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk  : 

IN  SENATE,  January  30,  1640. 
The  senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  for  the  election  of  a  brigadier-general  for  the  third  brigade  of 
militia. 

The  house  according  to  the  postponed  joint  order  of  the  day  proceeded  by  joint  vote  with  the  senate  to  the 
election  of  a  senator  to  represent  this  state  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States;  thereupon  Mr.  Gregory  nomina- 
ted John  J.  Allen ;  and  William  C.  Rives  and  John  Y.  Mason  being  continued  in  nomination,  and  the  senate  hav- 
ing been  informed  thereof  by  Mr.  Gregory ;  and  no  person  having  been  added  to  the  nomination  in  that  house, 
the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows : 

For  William  C.  Rives— Messrs.  Wood,  Cabell,  Lockridge,  Fox,  Broadus,  Marshall,  Scott,  Payne,  Worthing- 
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ton,  Kennedy,  Caldwell,  Hodges,  Massie,  Watts,  M'Connell,  Keen,  Talltnan,  Roberts,  Smith  of  Russell,  and 
Crutchfield— 20. 

For  John  Y.  Maton — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Has- 
kins,  Thornburg,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Powell,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll 
of  Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of 
Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Maihews  and  Middlesex,  Bas- 
kerville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald, 
Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hincr,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venablc,  Heath,  Ratcliflc,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rock- 
ingham, Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Gricver,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Goodson 
and  Stanger — 62. 

For  John  J.  Allen — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Souihnll,  M'Cuc,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bed- 
ford, Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Wilson,  Whitworlh, 
Crarlbrd,  Roane,  Alderson,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Frskine,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rae, 
H. unit  it,  Gregory,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ra- 
mey,  Harrison,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Evans,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Ethcridge,  Yerby,  Staples,  May, 
Tunstall,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Stephenson,  Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 52. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Ridley,  Chapman,  Goode,  Smith  of  Russell,  Venable,  Bayly,  Lipscomb,  Tunstall, 
Worthington,  Cropper,  Craftbrd  and  Hunter  be  a  committee  to  act  jointly  with  a  committee  from  the  senate  to 
ascertain  the  stale  of  the  joint  vote. 

Mr.  Ridley  from  the  joint  committc  reported  the  joint  vote  to  be  for  William  C.  Rivet  23 ;  for  John  Y. 
Maton  SO  ;  for  John  J.  Allen  63. 

There  being  no  election,  and  Mr.  Rices  being  dropped  under  the  rule  of  the  house,  the  vote  was  again  re- 
corded as  follows : 

For  John  Y.  Maton — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith, 
Haskins,  Thornburg,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Powell,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant,  Car- 
roll of  Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong, 
Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middle- 
sex, Buskerville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall, 
Filzgerald,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venablc,  Heath,  RatclifTc,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith 
of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts, 
Goodson  and  Stanger — 62. 

For  Johen  J.  Allen — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bed- 
ford, Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Broad  us,  Wil- 
son, Whitworth,  Craflbrd,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith  of  Gloucester, 
Erskioe,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King 
George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason  and 
Jackson,  Evans,  Hodges,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  M'Connell,  Staples,  May,  Tunstall, 
Keen,  Tallman,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Stephenson,  Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 64. 

For  William  C.  Rivet — Messrs.  Wood,  Cabell,  Lockridge,  Fox,  Payne,  Massie,  Smith  of  Russell,  and 
CrutchQeld — 8. 

Mr.  Ridley  from  the  joint  committee  reported  the  joint  vote  to  be  for  John  Y.  Maton  79  ;  for  John  J.  Allen 
76 ;  scattering  1 1. 

There  being  no  election  the  vole  was  again  recorded  as  follows : 

For  John  Yl  Maton — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Has- 
kins, Tbornburg,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Powell,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll 
of  Gravson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of 
Isle  of"  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Basker- 
ville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald, 
Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Heath,  Ratclifte,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rock- 
ingham, Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Goodson 
and  Stanger — 62. 

For  John  J.  Allen — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bed- 
ford, Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Broadus, 
Wilson,  Whitworth,  CrafTord,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith  of  Gloucester, 
Erskinc,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  Kine 
George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason  and 
Jackson,  Evans,  Hodges,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Walts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  M'Connell,  Staples,  May, 
Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Stephenson,  Walker,  and  Jackson 
of  Wood— 66. 

For  fVUliun  C.  Rivet — Messrs.  Wood,  Cabell,  Lockridge,  Payne,  Smith  of  Russell,  and  Crutchfield — 6. 

29 
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Mr.  Ridley  from  the  joint  committee  reported  the  joint  vote  to  be  for  John  Y.  Mason  SO ;  for  John  J.  Allen 
78 ;  scattering  8. 

There  being  no  election  the  vote  was  again  taken  and  recorded  as  follows : 

For  John  Y.  Mason — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Lockridge,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millun,  Me- 
redith, Haskins,  Thornburg,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Powell,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant, 
Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong, 
Smith  of  Isle  ol  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex, 
Baskerville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall,  Fitz- 
gerald, Hidcn,  Alesbire,  Hiner,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Heath,  Ratclifle,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of 
Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Gricvcr,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spolts,  Good- 
son  and  Stanger — 63. 

For  John  J.  Allen — Messrs.  Gilmor,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Soulhall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart, 
Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Card- 
well,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworlh,  Crafford,  Roane,  Marshall, "Scott,  Aldcrson,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith 
of  Gloucester,  Erskinc,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlctt,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of 
King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason 
and  Jackson,  Evans,  Hodges,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  M'Connell,  Staples, 
May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Talhnan,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Stephenson,  Walker,  and  Jack- 
son of  Wood — 68. 

For  William  C.  Rica — Messrs.  Payne,  Smith  of  Russell,  and  Crutchfield — 3. 

Mr.  Ridley  from  the  joint  committee  reported  the  joint  vote  to  be  for  John  Y.  Mason  81 ;  for  John  J.  Allen 
80 ;  scattering  5. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  >'cott,  Resolved,  That  the  execution  of  the  joint  order  of  the  day  for  the  election  of  a 
senator  to  represent  this  state  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States  be  postponed  until  to-morrow  eleven  o'clock. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ridley  carry  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  senate  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Culpeper : 

Mr.  Speaker — The  senate  respectfully  disagree  to  the  resolution  for  postponing  the  execution  of  the  joint 
order  of  the  day  until  to-morrow  eleven  o'clock. 

The  vote  was  again  taken  and  recorded  as  follows : 

For  John  Y.  Mason — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Lockridge,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Me- 
redith, Haskins,  Thornburg,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Powell,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Guer- 
rant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong, 
Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex, 
Baskerville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall,  Fitz- 
gerald, Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of 
Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spolts,  Good- 
son  and  Stanger — 63. 

For  John  J.  Allen — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly.  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart, 
Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell, 
Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Crafford,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Aldcrson,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith  of 
Gloucester,  Erskinc,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Gregory,  Wrorlhington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of 
King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason 
and  Jackson,  Evans,  Hodges,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Walts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  M'Connell,  Staples, 
May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Stephenson,  Walker,  and  Jack- 
son of  Wood— 68. 

For  William  C.  Rives — Messrs.  Smith  of  Russell,  and  CrutchBeld — 2. 

Mr.  Ridley  from  the  joint  committee  reported  the  joint  vote  to  be  for  John  Y.  Mason  81  ;  for  John  J.  Alien 
SO  ;  scattering  4. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  Resolved,  That  the  execution  of  the  joint  order  of  the  day  for  the  election  of  a 
senator  to  represent  this  state  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States  be  postponed  until  to-morrow  eleven  o'clock. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scott  carry  the  said  resolution  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  senate  by  Mr.  Tod: 

Mr.  Speaker — The  senate  agree  to  the  resolution  for  postponing  the  execution  of  the  joint  order  of  the 
day  until  to-morrow  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  respectfully  request  the  concurrence  of  this  house. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  May  that  the  house  do  now  adjourn,  it  being  a  quarter  to  eight  o'clock,  and  the 
question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Banks  the  vote  was  recorded  as  fellows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Wood,  Toler,  Whitworth,  Hale,  Seymour,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine, 
Lipscomb,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  May  and  Dorman — 12. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Carpenter,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge, 
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Burwcll  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan, 
Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardvvcll,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and 
Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Craflord,  Koane,  Powell,  Marshall,  Scoit,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  WTade  of  Frank- 
lin, Baker,  Byrd,  Kins;,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskiue,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax, 
Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Kae,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of 
Wight,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard, 
Ratney,  Harrison,  Orgain,  Banks,  Caldwell,  Tavlor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Baskervillc,  Goodc,  Clayton, 
Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk 
borough,  Watts,  Ethcridge,  Yerby,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiuer,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman, 
Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Roberts,  Heath,  Ratclifle,  Sturm,  W'alden,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Leyburn, 
Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Crutchfield,  Fitzbugh, 
Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spoils,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walker,  Jackson  of  Wrood,  and  Stanger — 120. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  senate  was  to  strike  out  the  words  "vntil  to-morrow  eleven  o'clock,"  and  in- 
sert in  lieu  thereof  the  word  M  indefinitely" 

The  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hunter  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows  : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Thornburg,  Fox, 
Wilson,  Scott,  Hale,  Byrd,  Butts,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Seymour,  Lee,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Weight,  Fon- 
taine, Caldwell,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Goodc,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Massic,  Hudnall,  M'Conncll, 
Hiden,  Tunstall,  Carroll  of  Preston,  RatclifTe,  Sturm,  Walden,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Conn,  Fitz- 
hugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Goodson  and  Stanger— 42. 

Noes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Cropper,  Carpenter,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Han- 
nah, Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Card- 
well,  Cox,  Burwell  of  CHrke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Whitwortb,  CrafTord,  Roane,  Powell,  Marshall,  Alderson, 
Payne,  Howell,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine, 
Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  White,  Armstrong,  M'Rac,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Weight,  Gre- 
gory, Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramcy, 
Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Baskerville,  Evans,  Wade  of  Montgomery 
and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Elheridge,  Yerby,  Fitzgerald,  Ale- 
shire, Staples,  Hiner,  May,  Keen,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Venable,  Roberts,  Heath,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Leyburn, 
Dorman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Crutchfield,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Walker,  and  Jack- 
son of  Wood — 92. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tunstall  inform  the  senate  that  this  bouse  disagree  to  their  said  amendment. 
A  message  from  the  senate  by  Mr.  Baptist  : 

Mr.  Speaker — The  senate  insist  upon  their  amendment  to  the  resolution  for  postponing  the  execution  of 
the  joint  order  of  the  day. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  M'Millan  that  this  house  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  said  amendment; 
and  the  question  being  put  thereupon,  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Gregory  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Southall,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford, 
Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Thornburg,  Fox,  Broa- 
dus, Wilson,  Powell,  Marshall,  Scott,  Howell,  Baker,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Allen  of  Hampshire, 
White,  Seymour,  Lec,  Armstrong,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Caldwell,  Taylor  of  Ma- 
thews and  Middlesex,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Massie,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Hudnall,  M'Con- 
nell,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Tunstall,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Ratclifle,  Sturm,  Walden,  Snyder,  Smilh  of  Rock- 
ingham, Shipman,  Quillen",  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridlev,  Fitzbugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Goodson  and  Stan- 
ger—67. 

Noes — Messrs.  Cropper,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Card- 
well,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Whitworlh,  Crailbrd,  Rnanc,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Frank- 
lin, Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Erskine,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  M'Rac,  Hamlett,  Smith 
of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson, 
Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Baskerville,  Evans,  Wade 
of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Hodges,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Yerby,  Fitzgerald,  Staples,  Hiner,  Keen,  Tail- 
man,  Michaux,  Venable,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Crutchfield,  Spotts,  Stephen- 
son, Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 64. 

The  question  recurred  upon  agreeing  to  the  senate's  amendment  and  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coleman  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Southall,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bed- 
ford, Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Thornburg,  Fox, 
Broadus,  Wilson,  Powell,  Marshall,  Scott,  Howell,  Baker,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Allen  of  Hamp- 
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shire,  White,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Worthington,  Kennedy.  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Caldwell,  Taylor 
of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Massie,  Hudnall,  M'Conncll,  Hidcn, 
Aleshire,  Tunstall,  Tallman,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Ratcliile,  Sturm,  Waldcn,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rocking- 
ham, Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Filzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Goodson  and  Stan- 
gor — 67. 

Noes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Cropper,  M'Cue,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Card- 
well,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Whitworth,  Craflord,  Roane,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of 
Franklin,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Gucrront,  Erskine,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  M'Rae,  Ham- 
lett,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Reynolds,  Tayioe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond, 
Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Baskerville,  Evans, 
Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Hodges,  Ally"  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Elheridgc,  Ycrby,  Fitzgerald, 
Staples,  Hiner,  Keen,  Michaux,  Venable,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Leyburu,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Crutchfield, 
Spotts,  Stephenson,  Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood— 65. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans  the  house  adjourned. 


SATURDAY,  February  1,  IS40. 
A  communication  was  received  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  January  31,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bills  entitled 

"An  act  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  Jefferson  county." 
M  An  act  concerning  the  purchase  of  lands  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor." 

"  An  act  to  discontinue  Hooe's  ferry  across  the  Potomac  from  his  land  to  Cedar  Point  in  Maryland." 

"  An  act  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  second  quarterly  term  of  the  county  court  of  Warren  ;"  and 

"An  act  concerning  the  reward  for  killing  wolves  in  the  counties  of  Loudoun  and  Fauquier." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson  of  IVood,  Resolved,  That  the  board  of  principal  assessors  be  requested  to 
report  to  this  house  when  they  will  be  able  to  complete  their  labours  and  be  ready  to  report  the  result  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alderson,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  enquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  21st  section  of  the  act  passed  the  10th  of  March  1832,  entitled  "an  act  concerning  delinquent 
and  forfeited  lands  and  providing  for  the  sale  of  lands  returned  delinquent  hereafter  for  the  nonpayment  of 
taxes,"  so  as  to  authorize  the  county  courts  to  appoint  commissioners  to  make  deeds  to  the  clerks  of  said  courts 
when  such  clerks  become  purchasers  of  such  lands,  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Allyn  of  Norfolk  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Venable  was  ordered  to 
be  laid  upon  the  table : 

Resolved,  That  the  rules  of  this  house  relating  to  the  appointment  of  standing  committees  be  so  amended 
as  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  standing  committee  to  consist  of  not  less  than  nine  nor  more  than  thir- 
teen members,  to  be  entitled  a  committee  on  trade  and  mechanic  arts. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Aleshire  that  the  house  adopt  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  constructing 
a  turnpike  road  on  slate  account  from  New  Market  in  Shenandoah  county  to  Warrcnton  in  Fauquier  county. 
And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Wrr.soN  from  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures  presented  several  reports  upon  petitions 
of  citizens  of  Louisa  and  Spottsylvania  asking  that  a  water  course  may  be  declared  a  lawful  fence ;  and  of  citi- 
zens of  the  county  of  Rockbridge  relative  to  a  similar  subject;  and  upon  a  resolution  in  relation  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  tobacco. 

And  the  following  bill : 

No.  171.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Fallen  creek  manufacturing  company. 

Mr.  May  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  reported  with  a  substitute  the  following  bill: 
No.  29.  A  bill  to  provide  for  a  revision  of  the  laws. 
And  presented  the  following  bills  : 

No.  172.  A  bill  concerning  the  lien  of  judgments  and  limiting  proceedings  against  special  bail  in  certain 
cases ;  and 

No.  173.  A  bill  authorizing  the  sergeant  of  the  city  of  Williamsburg  to  appoint  a  deputy. 

Mr.  Wood  presented  sundry  depositions  to  be  used  as  evidence  to  sustain  the  petition  of  Fabius  Lawson, 
which  were  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Surry  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Surry  praying  the  commonwealth  to 
release  her  claim  of  $21  27  to  Edward  H.  Womblc  of  said  county,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of 
claims. 
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Mr.  Robertson  presented  a  petition  of  George  M.  Carrington  and  William  Walker  praying  to  be  autho- 
rized to  establish  a  ferry  across  James  river  from  the  city  of  Richmond  to  Manchester,  which  was  referred  to 
a  committee  of  Messrs.  Robertson,  M'Rae,  Cox,  Michaux,  Wilson,  White,  Coleman,  May  and  Corbin. 

Mr.  Erskine  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Greenbrier  for  the  establishment  of  a  sepa- 
rate election  at  the  house  of  William  A.  Maslon  at  the  White  Sulphur  springs  in  said  county,  which  vai 
referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stbphbnson  the  resolution  for  fixing  the  day  for  the  election  of  a  governor  of  this  com- 
monwealth, with  the  senate's  amendment  thereto,  was  taken  up. 

The  resolution  as  it  passed  this  house  prescribed  that  the  election  should  be  made  "on  Wednesday  the  fifth 
of  February."  The  senate  proposed  to  amend  the  same  by  striking  out  the  words  "  on  Wednetday  the  fijlh"  and 
inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  '« on  Saturday  the  Jim." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May  the  said  amendment  was  amended  by  striking  out  the  words  *'  on  Saturday  the  Jim" 
and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  on  Tuesday  the  eleventh,"  and  as  amended  was  agreed  to  by  the  house. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mat  inform  the  senate  thereof  and  request  their  concurrence  in  the  said  amendment. 

No.  94.  An  engrossed  bill  concerning  the  West  Liberty  academy  in  the  county  of  Ohio  was  taken  up  on 
motion  of  Mr.  M'Connell  and  read  a  third  lime;  thereupon  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Stephenson  that  the 
farther  consideration  thereof  be  indefinitely  postponed,  and  the  same  having  been  under  discussion  for  some 
time,  Mr.  Ratcliffe  demanded  the  previous  question,  which  being  sustained  by  the  house,  the  question  was 
put  upon  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  and  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Armstrong  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows  : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Baylv,  Carpenter,  Lockridge,  Hannah,  Kyle,  Flood,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Roane,  Marshall, 
Howell,  King,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Wright,  Ewing,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Or- 
gain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Clayton,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Aleshire, 
Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Walden,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quil- 
len,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stanger — 45. 

Nobs — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwcll  of  Bedford,  Mitchell, 
Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Thornburg,  Toler, 
Fox,  Corbin,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Craflord,  Powell,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne, 
Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Butts,  Taylor  of* 
Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Seymour,  Hamlett,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Tayloe  of  King 
George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Ramey,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jack- 
son, Baskerville,  Goode,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Yer- 
by,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  M'Connell,  Hiden,  Staples,  Hiner,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Venable, 
Roberts,  Sturm,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Crutchficld,  Stephenson,  Goodson  and  Walker — 79. 

The  same  being  under  discussion,  Mr.  Gregory  demanded  the  previous  question,  which  being  sustained  by 
the  house,  the  question  was  put  upon  the  passage  of  the  said  bill  and  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood,  the  ayes  and  noes  thereupon  were  recorded  as  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Southall,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Hun- 
ter, M'Millan,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Whitworth,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Baker,  Byrd,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Ers- 
kine, Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of 
King  George,  Fontaine,  Lawson,  Ramey,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Hodges, 
Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  M'Connell,  Hiner,  May,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Venable,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Stephenson, 
Goodson  and  Walker — 49. 

Noes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and 
Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren, 
Wilson,  CrafFord,  Roane,  Powell,  Marshall,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Al- 
len of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Wright,  Ewing,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Orgain, 
Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  bo- 
rough, Watts,  Etheridge,  Ycrby,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Staples,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Roberts,  Heath, 
RatcliSe,  Sturm,  Walden,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare, 
Griever,  Ridley,  Crutchficld,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stanger— 74. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

No.  14.  An  engrossed  bill  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  prescribing  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the  taxa- 
ble property  within  the  commonwealth  and  for  collecting  the  public  revenue  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  seuate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  arranging  the  judicial  circuits  of  the  commonwealth  as  to  apportion  as  near  as  may  be 
the  labours  of  the  respective  judges  of  said  circuits. 

No.  100.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Virginia  axe  company  with  the  amendments  thereto  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee on  agriculture  and  manufactures  was  taken  up,  and  the  said  amendments  being  agreed  to,  the  said  bill 
as  amended  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

30 
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The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  communication  from  the  governor  which  was  read  as  follows : 

EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT,  February  1,  1840. 
SIR, — I  communicate  for  tho  information  of  the  general  assembly  the  resignation  of  brigadier-general  Ed- 
ward Watts  of  the  13th  brigade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  scrv't, 

DAVID  CAMPBELL. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leyburn,  Ordered,  That  the  said  communication  be  laid  upon  the  table. 
A  message  from  the  senate  by  Mr.  M'Mullbn  : 

Mr.  Speaker— The  senate  agree  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  house  of  delegates  to  the  senate's 
amendment  to  the  resolution  for  the  election  of  a  governor  of  the  commonwealth. 

No.  10S.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Potomac  and  Alleghany  coal  and  iron  manufacturing  company  was  taken 
up  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  80.  A  bill  concerning  flour  barrels  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Banks  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Conn  the  report  of  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  upou  the  petition  of 
citizens  of  the  county  of  Hardy  praying  that  a  part  thereof  be  added  to  the  county  of  Shenandoah  was  taken  up 
and  ordered  to  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  Robertson  presented  the  following  bill: 

No.  174.  A  bill  to  authorize  George  M.  Carrington  and  William  Walker  to  establish  a  ferry  across  James 
river  at  Richmond. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barb,  Resolved,  That  when  this  house  adjourns  to-day  it  will  adjourn  until  Monday 
twelve  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Byrd  the  house  adjourned. 


MONDAY,  February  3,  1840. 
A  communication  was  received  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  February  1,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bills  entitled, 

"  An  act  to  change  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  the  next  general  assembly." 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  Elizabeth  and  Parkersburg  turnpike  company." 

"  An  act  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  Amherst  county." 

*'  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Bradford  coal  mining  company  in  the  county  of  Goochland." 

"  An  act  to  change  the  place  of  holding  a  separate  election  in  the  county  of  Franklin  ;"  and 

"  An  act  to  establish  a  company  of  cavalry  in  the  county  of  Halifax." 

They  have  also  passed  the  bill,  entitled, 

"An  act  concerning  the  erection  of  wharves,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  house  of  delegates. 

The  said  amendments  were  severally  agreed  to. 
Ordered,  That  the  clerk  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfield  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  was  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  the  county  of  Scott  for  an  appropriation  for  the  construction 
of  a  road  through  said  county,  and  the  petitioners  were  authorized  to  withdraw  the  same. 

Mr.  Crutchfield  from  the  said  committee  presented  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  the  president  and  direc- 
tors of  the  Salem  and  Pepper's  ferry  turnpike  company,  and  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Montgomery  relative 
to  a  change  of  the  location  of  the  said  ferry  turnpike. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Venablb  a  bill 

No.  146.  To  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  banks  was  taken  up  and  ordered  to  be  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Wilson  announced  that  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures  had  finished  the  business  re- 
ferred to  it  and  had  no  farther  use  for  a  clerk,  and  he  was  ordered  to  be  discharged  from  farther  attendance. 

Mr.  Carpenter  presented  a  petition  of  Mary  Jones  praying  to  be  divorced  from  her  husband  Israel  Jones, 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Lockridoe  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Bath  asking  the  repeal  of  the  act  relative 
to  licenses  for  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  finance. 

Mr.  M'Cue  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Augusta  praying  that  a  new  regiment  may  be 
created  out  of  the  32d  and  93d  regiments  of  militia,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  militia  laws. 
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Mr.  Armstrong  presented  a  petiiion  of  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Harrison,  Lewis  and  Randolph  for  the 
formation  of  a  new  county  out  of  parts  of  said  counties,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions 
and  grievances. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  governor  transmitting  "a  preamble  and  resolutions  of  the  council 
and  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey  ou  the  subject  ot  the  exclusion  from  their  seats  in  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  United  States  of  five  of  the  persons  duly  commissioned  as  the  representatives  of  the 
people  of  New  Jersey  in  the  twenty-sixth  congress;"  also  a  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Vermont 
on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southall  the  said  preamble  and  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey  were  re- 
ferred (o  a  committee  of  Messrs.  Southall,  Ridley,  Gregory,  May,  Scott,  Goode,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Toler,  Hod- 
ges, Butts,  Lee,  Chapman  and  Crutchbeld. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vbnable  the  said  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  Vermont  was  referred  to  the  select 
committee  on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Venable  the  said  communication  from  the  governor  and  the  documents  enclosed  were 
ordered  to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  64.] 

No.  111.  A  bill  to  convert  the  loan  of  $  150,000  to  the  Winchester  and  Potomac  rail-road  company  into 
stock  and  for  other  purposes,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Byrd,  amended  on  motions  severally  made  and 
as  amended  ordered  to  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  Robertson  presented  a  letter  from  R.  D.  Sanxay  proposing  to  publish  a  new  edition  of  Hening's  Jus- 
tice, which  was  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

On  motion  of  Mr..  May  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  was  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
documents  referred  to  that  committee  on  Saturday  last,  which  were  intended  to  be  used  as  evidence  to  support 
the  petition  of  Fabius  Lawson,  and  the  said  documents  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Venable  from  the  committee  on  banks  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  175.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  to  establish  the  Bank  of  Kanawha." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Goode  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges  was  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  petitions  of  the  trustees  of  the  Lewisburg  academy,  of  the  trustees  of  Emory  and  Henry  college,  and  of  the 
trustees  of  the  New  London  academy ;  and  the  said  petitions  were  laid  upon  the  table- 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Goode  leave  was  granted  the  said  committee  to  sit  on  to-morrow  during  the  session  of 
the  bouse. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be  requested 
to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  reviving  and  amending  an  act,  entitled  "an  act  incorporating  the  Sweet  and 
Blue  Sulphur  springs  turnpike  company,"  passed  the  16lh  day  of  January  183S. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Venable,  Resolved,  That  when  this  house  adjourns  to-day  it  will  adjourn  until  to-morrow 
eleven  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson  the  house  adjourned. 


TUESDAY,  February  4,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  February  3,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled, 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  town  of  Triadelphia  in  the  county  of  Ohio,"  with  amendments  in  which  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  house  of  delegates. 
The  said  amendments  were  severally  agreed  to. 
Ordered,  That  the  clerk  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

Mr.  Mat  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  presented  several  reports  upon  the  petitions  of  Fabius 
Lawson  and  of  Mary  W.  Lawson  ;  of  William  Stout  and  of  James  Daniel. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  IFigfu  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Nansemond  concerning  the  separate  election 
at  Dunford's  in  said  county,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Clayton  that  the  house  adopt  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  report  of  the  Board  of  public  works  as  relates  to  the  existing  difference  of 
opinion  between  said  board  and  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Fishing  creek,  Morgantown,  Brandonville  and  State 
line  road  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  with  instructions  to  examine  the  law  ia 
relation  thereto  and  report  thereupou. 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ramey  leave  was  granted  to  citizens  of  Monongalia  county  to  withdraw  their  petition 
remonstrating  against  the  formation  of  a  new  county  out  of  parts  of  said  county  and  the  county  of  Harrison 
presented  at  the  last  session  of  the  general  assembly. 
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Mr.  Ramkt  then  presented  the  said  petition  and  two  other  petitions  of  citizens  of  the  same  county  remon- 
strating in  like  manner  against  the  formation  of  the  said  new  county. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Mathews  praying 
certain  alterations  in  the  law  prohibiting  the  catching  of  oysters,  passed  April  6th,  1839. 

The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

No.  174.  A  bill  to  authorize  George  M.  Carrington  and  William  Walker  to  establish  a  ferry  across  James 
river  at  Richmond  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  read  the  first  and  second  times,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

No.  15.  A  bill  amending  and  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  and  parts  of  acts  concerning  the  taxes  on 
licenses  to  keepers  of  ordinaries  and  houses  of  private  entertainment,  to  merchants,  to  vendue  masters,  to  bro- 
kers, to  venders  of  lottery  tickets,  to  hawkers  and  pedlars,  to  exhibitors  of  public  shows,  on  law  process,  on 
notarial  seals  and  certain  other  subjects,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman,  read  the  second  time,  amend- 
ed on  motions  severally  made,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  CatrrcHFreLD  from  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  reported  with  amendment  a  bill 

No.  111.  To  convert  the  loan  of  $150,000  to  the  Winchester  and  Potomac  rail-road  company  into  stock 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Storm  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Randolph  praying  that  the  Staunton  and  Par- 
kersburg  road  may  be  made  to  pass  through  the  towns  of  Beverley  and  Weston,  which  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 

Mr.  M'Cue  presetited  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Augusta  remonstrating  against  the  creation 
of  a  new  regiment  out  of  parts  of  the  32d  and  93d  regiments  of  militia,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  militia  laws. 

No.  80.  A  bill  concerning  flour  barrels  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Banks,  read  a  second  time,  amended 
on  motion  of  Mr.  May,  and  as  amended  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  146.  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  banks  was  taken  up  and  read  a  second  time. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  provides  "  that  so  much  of  any  act  as  may  subject  the  banks  of  this  state  incor- 
porated by  law  to  the  forfeiture  of  their  charters  for  failing  or  refusing  to  pay  their  notes  and  debts  in  specie, 
and  to  the  payment  of  any  damages  or  interest  exceeding  six  per  cent,  per  annum  for  such  failure,  shall  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  repealed  ;  and  so  much,"  &c. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  to  amend  the  said  section  by  striking  therefrom  the 
words  "  and  to  the  payment  of  any  damages  or  interest  exceeding  six  per  cent,  per  annum  for  such  failure,"  and  the 
question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Haskins,  Thornburg,  Cox,  Powell, 
Howell,  King,  Guerrant,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Lipscomb,  Or- 

Siin,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Clayton,  Evans,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of 
organ,  Hudnall,  Aleshire,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn, 
Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Prince,  Goodson  and  Stanger — 39. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley, 
M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox.  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwcll,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wil- 
son, Whitworlh,  Craflbrd,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Byrd,  Ers- 
kine,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  White,  Seymour,  M'Rne,  Hnmlctt,  Worthington,  Reynolds,  Tayloc  of  Lancaster 
and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Baskerville,  Hodges,  Massie,  Watts,  Yerby,  Fitzgerald,  Hi- 
ner,  May,  Keen,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Venablc,  Roberts,  Waldcn,  Robertson,  Dorman,  Fitzhugh,  Stephenson,  and 
Jackson  of  Wood— 63. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  to  amend  the  said  section  by  striking  therefrom 
the  word  "  repealed"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  suspended  until  the  first  day  of  April  1841,"  and  the 
question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  14e  of  Wight  the  vole  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Haskins, 
Thornburg,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Powell,  Howell,  King,  Guerrant,  Lee,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight, 
Wright,  Fontuine,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Clayton,  Evans,  Wade  of  Montgomery 
and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Aleshire,  Heath,  Ratclifle,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  ot  Rock- 
ingham, Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare.  Ridlev,  Prince,  Goodson  and  Stanger— 40. 

Nobs— Messrs.  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler, 
Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whiiwoith,  Crafford,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson, 
Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker.  Erskine,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Sey- 
mour, M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Worthinston,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey, 
Harrison,  Baskerville,  Hodges,  Massie,  Watts,  Yerby,  Hincr,  May,  Keen,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Venablc,  Roberts, 
Walden,  Robertson,  Dorman,  Stephenson,  and  Jackson  of  Wood— 68. 
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Tbe  third  section  of  the  bill  provides  "  that  every  bank  which  shall  avail  itself  of  the  provisions  of  this  act 
shall  make  no  dividend  exceeding  tix  per  cent,  per  annum,  unless  it  shall  for  one  month  previously  thereto  have 
bona  fide  resumed  specie  payments,"  Sec. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Itle  of  Wight  to  amend  the  said  section  by  striking  therefrom  the 
words  "exceeding  tix  per  cent,  per  annum,"  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight  the  vole  was  recorded  as  follows  : 

Avbs — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Mere- 
dith, Haskins,  Kyle,  Thornburg,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Whit  worth,  Roane,  Powell, 
Howell,  King,  Guerrant,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright, 
Fontaine,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Clayton,  Evans,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pu- 
laski, Myers  of  Morgan,  Yerby,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  May,  Michaux,  Heath,  Ratclidb,  Sturm, 
Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Ridley,  Prince,  Stephenson,  Goodson  and  Stan- 
ger — 54. 

Noes — Messrs.  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  M'Millan,  Flood, 
Tolcr,  Fox,  Card  well,  Cox,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Craflbrd,  Marshall,  Scott,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker, 
Erskine,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rac,  Hamlctt,  Worlhington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Rich- 
mond, Lawson,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Baskerviile,  Hodges,  Massie,  Watts,  M'Conuell,  Keen,  Tallman,  Venablc, 
Roberts,  Waldcn,  Robertson,  Lcyburn,  Dorman,  and  Jackson  of  Wood— 47. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  May  to  suspend  the  rule  of  the  house  for  the  purpose  of  reconsidering  the 
said  vote  agreeing  to  strike  out  the  words  "  exceeding  tix  per  cent,  per  annum,"  from  the  third  section,  and  the 
question  being  put  thereupon,  was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  said  vote  was  reconsidered. 

The  question  was  again  put  upon  striking  from  the  said  third  section  the  words  "  exceeding  tix  per  cent,  per 
annum,"  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows  : 

Ates — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and 
Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Thornburg,  Corbin,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Whitworth,  Roane, 
Powell,  Howell,  KiDg,  Guerrant,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lcc.  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle 
of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Lawson,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Goode, 
Clayton,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Yerby,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Aleshire,  Hiner, 
May,  Michaux,  Heath,  Ratcliflc,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Rid- 
ley, Prince,  Stephenson,  Goodson  and  Stanger — 58. 

Nobs — Messrs.  Southall,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridgc,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berke- 
ley, M'Millan,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Card  well,  Cox,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Craflbrd,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne, 
Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Byrd,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rac,  Hamlctt,  Gregory, 
Worthington,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Baskerviile, 
Hodges,  Massie,  Watts,  M'Connell,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Venable,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson,  Lcyburn, 
Dorman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Crutchfield,  Filzhugh,  Spotts,  Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 58. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight  further  to  amend  the  said  bill  by  striking  out  the 
seventh  section,  and  before  the  question  was  taken,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  the  consideration  of  the  said  bill 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow  and  made  the  order  of  the  day. 

Sir.  Fontaine  presented  a  document  to  accompany  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  King  Wil- 
liam remonstrating  against  the  removal  of  their  scat  of  justice.  And  a  petition  of  other  citizens  of  said  county 
in  favour  of  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  justice. 

Mr.  May  presented  sundry  documents  relative  to  the  same  subject. 

The  said  petition  and  documents  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Goode  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges  was  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
so  much  of  the  petition  and  proceedings  of  a  public  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the  county  of  Rockingham  as 
asks  an  appropriation  from  the  literary  fund  for  the  Rockingham  academy,  and  the  same  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  Goode  from  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges  presented  the  following  bill: 
No.  176.  A  bill  incorporating  tbe  trustees  of  the  Rockingham  academy. 
Mr.  Venable  from  the  committee  on  banks  presented  the  following  bill: 
No.  177.  A  bill  incorporating  tbe  Danville  savings  institution,  society  or  batik. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Venable  the  house  adjourned. 
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WEDNESDAY,  Fbbbuaby  6,  1840. 

A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  Fbbbuaby  4,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled, 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  Salem  savings  institution,  society  or  bank,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

The  said  amendments  being  read  were  severally  agreed  to. 
Ordered,  That  tbe  clerk  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

Mr.  Cbutchpield  from  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  presented  a  report  upon  the  resolu- 
tion for  constructing  a  road  between  Weston  and  Charleston  ;  and  the  following  bills  : 
No.  17S.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Dunlap  creek  turnpike  company ;  and 

No.  179.  A  bill  providing  more  effectually  for  the  opening  and  repairs  of  the  public  roads  in  the  county  of 
Loudoun. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  nf  JVig/rf  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  presented  a  report  upon  the 
petitions  of  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Hardy  and  Shenandoah,  praying  that  part  of  the  county  of  Hardy  may  be 
added  to  the  county  of  Shenandoah  ;  and  the  following  bills : 

No.  180.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Point  Pleasant  in  the  county  of  Mason ;  and 
No.  181.  A  bill  to  authorize  two  separate  elections  in  the  county  of  Prince  George. 

Mr.  M'Rae  presented  a  petition  of  Woodson  Ford  and  others  for  an  increase  of  the  fees  of  constables ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  a  survey  to  be  made  by  the  principal  engineer  of  the 
stale,  or  by  some  competent  engineer  designated  by  him,  of  the  most  suitable  and  practicable  route  for  a  road 
from  Bunker's  Hill  in  the  county  of  Berkeley  by  White  Hall  and  the  Green  Spring  in  the  county  of  Frederick 
to  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road  ;  what  public  advantage  will  probably  result  therefrom,  and  the  probable  cost 
of  constructing  the  same. 

Mr.  Robertson  from  the  committee  to  which  was  referred  so  much  of  the  governor's  message  as  relates 
to  the  subject  of  the  public  lands,  presented  a  report  and  sundry  resolutions  thereupon. 

Mr.  Hodoes  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Nansemond  for  the  passage  of  a  law  autho- 
rizing a  more  accurate  delineation  of  the  boundaries  of  the  district  for  which  Ycates'  free  schools  have  been 
established,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ratcxiffe,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire 
into  the  propriety  of  giving  to  the  courts  of  this  commonwealth  jurisdiction  in  all  applications  for  a  divorce  a 
vinculo  matrimonii. 

Mr.  Stephbnsox  from  the  committee  of  claims  presented  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  Audley  Paul. 
Mr.  May  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  presented  a  report  upon  the  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
meetings  of  ovcrswrs  of  the  poor;  and  the  following  bill: 

No.  182.  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  solemnization  of  marriages. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hannah,  Resolved,  That  this  house,  will  proceed  on  Saturday  the  eighth  instant,  by  joint 
vote  with  the  senate,  to  the  election  of  a  brigadier  general  for  the  13th  btigadc,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  resignation  of  general  Edward  Watts. 

Ordcral,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Hannah  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Botetourt  asking  to  amend  the  charter  of  the 
Buchanan  and  Salem  turnpike  company,  passed  13th  April  1838,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  roads 
and  internal  navigation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Conn,  Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  the  second  auditor  to 
pay  to  the  treasurers  of  the  Woodstock,  Strasburg  and  New  Market  academies,  the  proportion  of  the  surplus 
literary  fund  allotted  to  these  academics  by  the  school  commissioners  of  the  county  of  Shenandoah,  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1S3G,  and  that  Messrs.  Conn,  Bare,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Aleshire, 
Hiner  and  Seymour  bring  in  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reynolds,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufiiclures  be  instructed 
to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  several  acts  regulating  the  inspection  of  salt  in  Kanawha  county. 

Mr.  M'Cle  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Augusta  for  the  establishment  of  a  separate 
election  in  the  town  of  Greensville  in  said  county,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and 
grievances. 

Mr.  Erskixe  presented  a  petition  of  the  officers  of  the  79th  regiment  of  militia  asking  to  be  permitted  to 
train  within  the  bounds  of  snid  regiment,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  militia  laws. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Toi.eb,  that  1000  copies  of  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  subject 
of  the  public  lands  be  printed,  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Venable  the  vote  thereon  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Stuart,  Toler,  Fox,  Broadus,  Marshall,  Alderson,  Erskine,  Gibson,  Sey- 
mour, Gregory,  Wortbington,  Reynolds,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Evans,  Hodges,  Watts,  Yerby,  Tunstall, 
Keen,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Crutchfield,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 26. 

Noes — Messrs.  Southall,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hannah, 
Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Thornburg,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell, "Burwell  of 
Clarke  and  Warren,  Wilson,  Whitworlh,  Craflbrd,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Byrd,  King,  Car- 
roll of  Grayson,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Hamlctt,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight, 
Wright,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Baskerville, 
Guode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Alesbirc,  Hiner,  May, 
Michaux,  Venable,  Heath,  RatclifTe,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare, 
Gricver,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Prince,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walker  and  Stanger — 70. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Toler  200  copies  of  the  said  report  were  ordered  to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  66.] 

No.  100.  An  engrossed  bill  to  incorporate  the  Virginia  axe  company  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  question 
being  put  upon  its  passing  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ratcliffe  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  ns  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Southall,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge, 
Harwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hannah,  M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Corbin,  Coleman, 
Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworlh,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne, 
Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of 
Hampshire,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlelt,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Wortbington,  Reynolds,  Fontaine, 
Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Clayton,  Evans, 
Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Massie,  Watts,  Hudnall,  M'Connell,  Hiner,  May, 
Tunstall,  Keen,  Michaux,  Venable,  Roberts,  Sturm,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Rocking- 
ham, Shipman,  Gricver,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Spotts,  Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 82. 

Noes — Messrs.  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Thornburg,  Fox,  Crafford,  Howell, 
Guerrant,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Wright,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Baskerville,  Goode, 
Chapman,  Yerby,  Fitzgerald,  Aleshire,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Rid- 
ley, Prince,  Stephenson,  Goodson  and  Stanger — 32. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  bill  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  communication  from  the  second  auditor  transmitting  a  communication 
from  the  secretary  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company,  containing  the  information  desired  by  the  house 
in  relation  to  certain  locks  required  to  be  constructed  by  said  company  by  the  act  directing  a  subscription  thereto 
on  the  part  of  this  state ;  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ramey  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
[Doc.  No.  66.] 

No.  146.  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  banks,  was  taken  up,  and  the  amendment  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Smtth  of  hU  of  Wight,  and  which  was  under  consideration  when  the  bill  was  postponed  on  yes- 
terday, was  withdrawn  by  him  with  the  consent  of  the  house;  thereupon  a  further  amendment  was  offered  by 
him,  by  which  the  following  section  was  proposed  to  be  inserted  after  the  seventh  section,  viz: 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  holder  of  any  notes  of  a  bank  of  this  commonwealth  which  has  sus- 
pended, or  which  shall  hereafter  suspend  specie  payments,  may  present  the  same  for  payment  at  the  bank  where 
it  was  issued,  and  if  payment  thereof  be  refused,  the  cashier  or  other  officer  of  the  bank  shall  endorse  thereon 
the  date  of  such  presentation  and  refusal  of  payment,  and  such  note  shall  thereafter  bear  an  interest  of  six  per 
cent,  per  annum  until  paid.  Aud  if  the  cashier  or  other  officer. of  any  bank  having  suspended  specie  payments 
as  aforesaid,  shall  refuse  or  fail  to  make  the  endorsement  aforesaid,  the  holder  of  any  note  presented  for  pay- 
ment as  aforesaid,  shall  have  the  same  remedy  against  the  bank  as  if  this  act  had  never  passed :  Provided,  That 
no  note  endorsed  as  aforesaid,  shall  carry  interest  longer  than  thirty  days  after  the  bank  shall  have  bona  fide  re- 
sumed specie  payment." 

And  the  questien  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Lie  of  M  ight  the  ayes  and  noes  were  recorded  as  follows  : 
Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith, 
Haskins,  Thornburg,  Coleman,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Powell,  Howell,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll 
of  Grayson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory.  Wright,  Fontaine,  Lips- 
comb, Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Gonde,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Mont- 
gomery and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Aleshite",  Hiner,  May,  Heath,  Ratclifie,  Sturm, 
Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Ridley,  Prince,  Goodson  and  Stanger — 51. 

Noes — Messrs.  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell, 
Myers  of  Berkeley,  M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Cardwell,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworlh,  Craf- 
ford, Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Erskine,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson, 
White,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlctt,  Worthington,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tnyloc  of  Lancaster  and 
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Richmond,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Baskerville, 
Hodges,  Massie,  Watts,  Yerby,  M'Connell,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Venable,  Roberts,  Walden, 
Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Spoils,  Stephenson,  Walker,  and  Jack- 
son of  Wood— 69. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gregory  further  to  amend  the  said  bill,  and  the  same  being  under  discussion, 
the  said  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow  and  made  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  communication  from  the  governor,  as  president  of  the  board  of  public 
works,  transmitting  the  annual  report  of  the  Geologist  of  the  state  for  the  pasi  year;  which  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Ratcliffe  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Goopson  1062  copies  of  the  said  report  were  ordered  to  be  printed.  [See  Report  of  Board 
of  public  toorkt  and  documents.'] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  I$le  of  Wight  the  vote  upon  ordering  the  said  printing  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Avbs — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart, 
Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler, 
Fox,  Corbin,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Wairen,  CrafTord,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne, 
Howell,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Guerrant,  Erskine,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Seymour,  Lee, 
M'Rae,  Hamlctt,  Worlhington,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Rich- 
mond, Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade 
of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Massie,  Watts,  Yerby,  Hudnall,  M'Connell,  Tunstall, 
Keen,  Tallman,  Venable,  Roberts,  Ratcliffe,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Lcyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Conn, 
Crutchfield,  Spoils,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walker,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stanger — SO. 

Noes— Messrs.  Lockridge,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Haskins,  Thornburg,  Broadus,  Whitworth,  Powell,  Hale, 
King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Wright,  Ewing,  Law- 
son,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Fitzgerald,  Alcshirc, 
Hiner,  May,  Michaux,  Heath,  Sturm,  Walden,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh  and 
Prince — 37. 

Mr.  BrRD  presented  documents  to  support  the  claim  of  Peter  Kremer,  which  were  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee of  claims. 

Mr.  Robebtsox  presented  a  petition  of  John  Enders  on  behalf  of  the  Richmond  dock  company,  praying 
the  proicction  of  its  interests  in  any  grant  of  a  ferry  across  James  river  at  Richmond,  which  was  referred  to  the 
committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Goode  from  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges,  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  183.  A  bill  incorporating  the  trustees  of  Bethany  college. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lee  the  house  adjourned. 


THURSDAY,  February  6,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  February  6,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bills,  entitled, 

"An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road;"  and 
"An  act  concerning  the  destruction  of  wild  fowl  in  the  counties  of  Accomack,  Fairfax  and  Prince  Wil- 
liam," with  amendments,  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

The  said  first  bill  and  amendments  were  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfielp  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 
The  amendments  to  the  said  second  bill  were  severally  agreed  to. 
Ordered,  That  the  clerk  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood,  Resolved,  That  from  and  after  Saturday  next,  the  speaker  shall  vacate 
the  chair  at  half  past  two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  resume  it  again  at  four  P.  M.,  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and 
Fridays. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ye.\able,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  agriculture  and  manufactures  be  instructed 
to  enquire  into  the  propriety  of  reviving  the  act  establishing  the  Hyco  falls  manufacturing  company,  passed 
24th  March  1837,  and  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Soi'thall,  Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  Geologist,  which  was  directed  to  be  printed 
on  yesterday,  be  printed  in  the  octavo  form. 

Mr.  Crutchfielp  from  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  presented  the  following  bills : 

No.  184.  A  bill  to  revive  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  authorizing  John  Whitaker  to  erect  a  toll  bridge  across 
Peak  creek  in  the  county  of  Wythe." 
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No.  186.  A  bill  to  revive  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  incorporating  the  Sweet  and  Blue  sulphur  springs  turn- 
pike company." 

No.  186.  A  bill  concerning  the  Newbern  and  Red  sulphur  springs  turnpike  company. 
No.  187.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  incorporating  the  Buchanan,  Fincastle  and  Blacksburg 
turnpike  company ;"  and 

No.  188.  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  passed  February  3d,  1809,  entitled  "  an  act  to  incorporate  a  company  to 
establish  a  turnpike  from  the  town  of  Leesburg  in  Loudoun  county  to  tbe  Little  river  turnpike." 

Mr.  Watts  from  the  committee  on  the  militia  laws  presented  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  citizens  of  the 
county  of  Augusta  praying  that  a  new  regiment  may  be  created  out  of  the  thirty-second  and  ninety-third 
regiments. 

Mr.  Mat  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  presented  a  report  on  the  communication  of  R.  D.  Sanxay 
relative  to  a  new  edition  of  Hening's  Justice ;  and  the  following  bill : 

No.  189.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  concerning  slaves,  free  negroes  and 
mulattoes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Watts,  Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  the  militia  laws  be  discharged  from  the  conside- 
ration of  the  petition  of  the  officers  of  the  79ib  regiment,  asking  to  train  their  officers  within  the  bounds  of  said 
regiment,  and  that  the  same  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Cardwell  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Charlotte  remonstrating  against  the  removal 
of  the  separate  election  from  Fuqua's  store  in  said  county  to  James  Lawson's,  which  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  propositions  and  grievances. 

Mr.  Ratcliffe  presented  sundry  papers  relative  to  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Bullett  deceased, 
which  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Worthington,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  banks  enquire  into  the  expediency  of 
so  amending  the  act  passed  March  22d,  1837  as  to  increase  the  number  of  directors  at  the  branches  of  the  banks 
of  this  commonwealth,  and  that  said  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

No.  141.  A  bill  extending  the  act  authorizing  the  drawing  of  a  lottery  in  the  town  of  Fredericksburg,  was 
taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfield,  read  the  first  and  second  times,  amended  on  his  motion,  and  (by  gene- 
ral consent,)  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  131.  A  bill  to  increase  and  regulate  the  tolls  on  the  Powhatan  rail-road  and  the  Tuckahoe  and  James 
river  rail-road,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  read  the  first  and  second  times,  and  ordered  to  be 
recommitted. 

Mr.  Robertson  presented  the  memorial  of  John  Barr  &  Co.  remonstrating  against  the  said  bill,  which  was 
referred  to  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 

The  speaker  laid  before  tbe  house  a  communication  from  the  second  auditor,  transmitting  statements  respect- 
ing the  debt  and  resources  of  the  commonwealth,  made  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  house  of  the  28th 
ultimo,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gibson  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.    [  Doc.  No.  52.] 

The  house  according  to  the  joint  order  of  the  day  proceeded  by  joint  vote  with  the  senate  to  the  election 
of  a  brigadier-general  for  the  third  brigade  of  militia,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  promotion  of  gen'l 
William  F.  Gordon  ;  thereupon  Mr.  Hodges  nominated  colonel  Edward  A.  Cabell;  Mr.  Massie  nominated  colo- 
nel Alexander  Brown,  and  Mr.  Chapman  nominated  colonel  Thomat  Jefferson  Randolph,  and  the  senate  having  been 
informed  thereof  by  Mr.  Hodges,  and  no  person  having  been  added  to  the  nomination  in  that  house,  the  vote 
was  recorded  as  follows : 

For  Edward  A.  Cabell — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Wood,  Stuart,  Cardwell,  Crafibrd,  Roane,  Mar- 
shall, Scott,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Hamlett,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Ewing,  Beard,  Cald- 
well, Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Goode,  Evans,  Hodges,  Watts,  Yerby,  Fitzgerald,  M'Connell,  Staples,  Tun- 
stall,  Keen,  Venable,  Roberts,  Ridley,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 36. 

For  Alexander  Brown — Messrs.  M'Cue,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Kyle, 
Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Whitwortb,  Alderson,  Hale, 
Erskine,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Seymour,  Lee,  M'Rae,  Gregory,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloc  of  Lan- 
caster and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Ramcy,  Harrison,  Banks,  Wado  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Massie,  HudnaJI, 
May,  Tallman,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Griever,  Crutchfield,  Walker  and 
Stanger — 43. 

For  Thomas  J.  Randolph — Messrs.  Souihall,  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Haskins,  Tbornburg,  Cox,  Powell,  Payne, 
Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fon- 
taine, Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Baskerville,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Myers  of  Mor- 
gan, Aleshire,  Hincr,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham, 
Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare  and  Fitzhugh — 39. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Hodges,  Massie,  Chapman,  Crutchfield,  Watts,  Walden,  Crafibrd,  Evans  and  Spotts 
be  a  committee  to  act  jointly  with  a  committee  of  the  senate  to  ascertain  tbe  state  of  the  joint  vote. 

32 
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Mr.  Hodges  from  the  joint  committee  reported  the  joint  vote  to  be  for  Cabell  30;  fur  Brown  43;  and  for 
Randolph  39. 

There  being  no  election,  and  colonel  Cabell  having  been  dropped  under  the  rule  of  the  house,  the  vote  was 
again  recorded  as  follows : 

For  Colonel  Brown — Messrs.  Cropper,  Wood,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Myers  of  Berkeley, 
M'Millan,  Meredith,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren, 
Broadus,  Whitworth,  CrafTord,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Erskiue,  Clark  of 
Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Seymour,  Lee,  M'Hac,  Hamlett,  Gregory,  Worthinglon,  Kennedy,  Rey- 
nolds, Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison, 
Banks,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Fvans,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Hodges,  Massic, 
Watts,  Yerby,  Hudnall,  M'Connell,  Staples,  May,  T unstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Venable,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robert- 
son, Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Griever,  Crulchticld,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Walker  and  Stangcr — 73. 

For  Colonel  Randolph — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Southall,  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Haskins,  Thornburg,  Cox, 
Powell,  Payne,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight, 
Wright,  Fontaine,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Clavton,  Chap- 
man, Myers  of  Morgan,  Fitzgerald,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  HatcluTe,  Sturm,  Sny- 
der, Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quillcn,  Conn,  Bare,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Goodson,  and  Jackson  of 
Wood— 46. 

Mr.  Hodges  from  the  joint  committee  reported  the  joint  vote  to  be  for  colonel  Brown  80  ;  for  colonel  Ran- 
dolph GO ;  thereupon  colonel  Alexander  Brown  was  declared  duly  elected  a  brigadier-general  of  the  third 
brigade  of  militia. 

No.  140.  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  banks,  with  the  amendment  submitted  by  Mr. 
Gregory,  which  was  under  consideration  on  yesterday  when  the  bill  was  postponed,  was  taken  up. 

The  second  section  of  the  bill  contained  the  following  proviso :  "  And  prodded,  That  the  amount  of  any 
note  or  debt  due  from  any  bank,  with  legal  interest  thereon,  may  be  recovered  in  any  of  tfie  modes  now  authorized 
by  law." 

The  amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  Gregory  proposed  to  strike  out  from  the  said  proviso  the  words  "in 
any  of  the  modes  now  authorized  by  law"  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "by  action  of  debt,  or  on  the  case, 
in  any  court  having  jurisdiction  of  the  same,  and  not  otherwise,  until  the  said  first  day  of  January  1S41." 

Mr.  Goode  asked  that  the  question  be  divided,  and  be  put  first  upon  striking  out  the  words  "  in  any  of  lite 
modes  now  authorized  by  law,"  and  being  so  put,  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Goode  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Cropper,  Southall,  Carpenter,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of 
Berkeley,  M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Wilson,  Wkitworth,  CratTord,  Roane, 
Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Erskine,  Seymour,  Gregory,  Worthinglon,  Harrison,  Cald- 
well, Evans,  Massie,  Ycrby,  M'Connell,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Rus- 
sell, Stephenson,  Goodson,"  Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 46. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Wood,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins, 
Thornburg,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Powell,  Payne,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Guer- 
rant, Carroll  of  Grayson,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Hamlett, 
Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Rich- 
mond, Ewing,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Baskerville, 
Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Watts,  Hudnall, 
Fitzgerald,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  May,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Roberts,  Heath,  RatcliiTe,  Sturm,  Wal- 
den, Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Griever,  Ridley,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Spoils 
and  Stanger — 6S. 

The  house  having  refused  to  strike  out,  ihc  second  branch  of  the  question  necessarily  failed. 
The  said  bill  was  then  amended  on  motions  made  by  Mr.  Goode  and  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight. 
The  eighth  section  is  the  following : 

"And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  act  entitled  'an  act  to  stay  the  proceedings  on  executions  and  trust 
deeds  and  other  demands  in  cases  of  refusal  to  receive  bank  notes,'  passed  the  22d  June  1837,  shall  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  revived  and  re-enacted,  and  the  same  shall  continue  in  full  force  and  effect  until  the  1st  day  of 
April  1841 :  Provided,  That  nothing  in  the  said  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  any  judgment  or 
decree  against  any  of  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  to  amend  the  said  bill  by  striking  out  the  said  section, 
and  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Aybs — Messrs.  Bayly,  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Haskins,  Corbin,  Cox,  Bur- 
well of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Roano,  Powell,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Armstrong, 
Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Orgain,  Taylor  of  Ma- 
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thews  and  Midlesex,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chapman,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Uudnall,  Fitzgerald, 
Aleshire,  Ilrncr,  May,  Tunstall,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preslon,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham, 
Shiprnun,  Quillen,  Ridley,  Walker  and  Stanger — 45. 

Nobs — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,}  Cropper,  Soulhall,  Wood,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell, 
Myers  of  Berkeley,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Cardwell,  Broadus,  Wilson, 
W  hitworth,  Craflbrd,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  King,  Erskine, 
Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson.  Seymour,  Lee,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Worthington,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  aud 
Richmond,  Harrison,  Banks,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Hod- 
ges, Watts,  Yerby,  Keen,  Tallman,  Venable,  Roberts,  Sturm,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of 
Russell,  Crutchfickl,  Fitzhugb,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Good  son,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 63. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Itle  of  Wight  to  amend  the  said  bill  by  inserting  before  the  com- 
mencing clause  the  following  section  : 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  bank  which  avails  itself  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  hereafter 
issue  any  bond,  post  note,  or  other  evidence  of  debt,  unless  the  same  be  made  payable  on  demand." 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ates — Messrs.  Bayly,  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Thorn- 
burg, Fox,  Corbin,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Roane,  Powell,  Howell,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Gray- 
son, Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Islfl  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Wright,  Tayloc 
of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Goode,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chap- 
man, Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall,  Alcsbire,  Hincr,  May,  Carroll  of  Preston, 
Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Ridley,  Stephenson,  Goodson  and 
Stanger — 50. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (sneaker,)  Cropper,  Soutball,  Wood,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell, 
Myers  of  Berkeley,  M'Millan,  Kylo,  Flood,  Toler,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Craflbrd,  Mar- 
shall, Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Erskine,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Worthing- 
ton, Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Basker- 
vilie, Hodges,  Yerby,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Venable,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dor- 
man,  Smith  of  Russell,  Crutchfield,  Spoils,  Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 54. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Stephenson  further  to  amend  said  bill ;  and 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gibson  to  amend  the  said  amendment,  and  the  last  motion  being  under  discussion, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Scott  the  house  adjourned. 


FRIDAY,  Februahy  7,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  February  6,  1640. 

The  senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  for  electing  a  brigadier  general  for  the  thirteenth  brigade. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lee,  Raolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the 
expediency  of  so  amending  the  laws  now  in  force  in  relation  to  constables  as  to  make  it  imperative  upon  the  se- 
veral county  courts  to  lay  off  their  respective  counties  into  convenient  precincts,  aud  to  prevent  evasions  of  the 
law  in  that  respect,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Lee  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Harrison  asking  an  amendment  to  the  laws  re- 
specting the  collection  of  taxes  and  the  disbursement  of  moneys  for  county  purposes,  which  was  referred  to  the 
committee  of  finance. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Spotts,  Raolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  enquire  into  the  expediency 
of  altering  or  amending  the  law  in  relation  to  the  liabilities  of  constables  and  their  securities  in  their  official  bonds, 
and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Goode  from  the  committee  of  schools  aud  colleges  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  190.  A  bill  for  the  support  and  education  of  poor  girls  within  this  commonwealth. 

Mr.  Crutchfield  from  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  presented  a  report  upon  the  resolu- 
tion relative  to  the  discontinuing  certain  roads ;  and  the  following  bills : 

No.  191.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Macon's  mill  and  Cold  Harbour  turnpike  company ;  and 

No.  192.  A  bill  concerning  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail-road  company. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  presented  the  follow- 
ing bills  : 

No.  193.  A  bill  appointing  trustees  for  the  town  of  New  Market  in  the  county  of  Shenandoah  and  prescrib- 
ing their  powers  and  duties;  and 
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No.  194.  A  bill  to  regolato  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  suffrage  in  elections  of  trustees  for  the  town  of 
Portsmouth. 

Mr.  Conn,  according  to  order,  presented  the  following  bill: 

No.  195.  A  bill  providing  for  the  payment  to  the  Woodstock,  Strasburg  and  New  Market  academies  in  the 
county  of  Shenandoah,  the  proportion  of  the  surplus  literary  fund  allotted  to  those  academies  by  the  school  com- 
missioners of  the  county. 

Mr.  Armstrong,  according  to  order,  presented  the  following  bill: 

No.  196.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Williamsport  in  the  county  of  Harrison. 

Mr.  Watts  announced  to  the  house  that  the  committee  on  the  militia  laws  having  finished  the  business  be- 
fore them  had  no  farther  use  for  their  clerk,  and  be  was  ordered  to  be  discharged  from  further  attendanca  on 
said  committee. 

Mr.  Carroll  of  Preston  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Preston  asking  the  reduction  of 
the  tax  paid  on  licenses  to  brass  clock  pedlars,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  finance. 

Mr.  Armstrong  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Harrison  for  the  establishment  of  a  sepa- 
rate election  at  the  house  of  Jesse  Hall  in  said  county. 

Also  a  document  to  accompany  the  application  for  the  formation  of  a  new  county  out  of  parts  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Harrison,  Lewis  and  Randolph. 

The  said  petition  and  document  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

No.  141.  An  engrossed  bill  extending  the  act  authorizing  the  drawing  of  a  lottery  in  the  town  of  Frede- 
ricksburg, was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfield,  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Crutchfield  carry  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

No.  146.  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  banks,  with  the  amendments  under  consideration 
when  the  house  adjourned  on  yesterday,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Vbnablb,  and  the  said  amendments 
having  been  withdrawn  by  the  movers  with  the  consent  of  the  house, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Stephenson  to  amend  the  said  bill  by  inserting  before  the  commencing  clause 
the  following  section : 

"  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  bank  to  discount  any  note  or  bill  made  or  drawn 
by  any  director  thereof  and  endorsed  or  accepted  by  any  otlier  director  at  the  same  board,  and  which  may  have 
been  made  to  be  discounted  for  the  accommodation  of  either  of  them,  or  for  any  other  person  whatever;  but 
every  such  bill  or  note,  if  discounted,  shall  nevertheless  be  binding  on  the  parties." 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Southall,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of 
Bedford,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Cor- 
bin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Craflbrd,  Roane,  Powell, 
Marshall,  Howell,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Butts,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen 
of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Law- 
son,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Goode,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Mont- 
gomery and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Walts,  Yerby,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  M'Conncll,  Hiner,  May,  Michaux, 
Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Walden,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Rocking- 
ham, Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Ridley,  Spotts,  Stephenson  and  Stangcr — 82. 

Nobs — Messrs.  Toler,  Fox,  Broadus,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Byrd,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Harriett, 
Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell, 
Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Bnskerville,  Hodges,  Massie,  Aleshire,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Roberts,  Robert- 
son, Fitzhugh,  Goodson  and  Walker — 31. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight  to  amend  the  said  bill  by  adding  thereto  the  fol- 
lowing section  : 

M  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  bill  of  exchange,  draft,  or  other  evidence  of  debt  shall  be  discounted  by 
any  bank  which  shall  avail  itself  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  unless  the  payer  be  a  resident  and  carrying  on 
business  in  this  stale." 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wiqht  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes— Messrs.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex, 
Ratcliffe,  Walden  and  Ridley— 8. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart, 
Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith, 
Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  War- 
ren, Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Craflbrd,  Roane,  Powell,  Marshall,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of 
Franklin,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Butts*  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hamp- 
shire, While,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  Lan- 
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caster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Ramey,  Hanison,  Orgain,  Banks,  Caldwell,  Smitb  of  Mason  and  Jack- 
son, Baskerville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan, 
Hodges,  Massie,  Walts,  Yerby,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  M'Connell,  Aleshire,  Hincr,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Micbaux, 
Venable,  Roberts,  Heath,  Sturm,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Donna n,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Sbipman,  Quillen, 
Conn,  Bare,  Crutchfield,  Fitxhugb,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walker,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stanger— 107. 
The  said  bill  as  amended  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May,  leave  was  granted  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  to  sit  during  the  session  of 
the  house  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  May  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  presented  reports  upon  the  petition  of  Mary  Jones  for  a 
divorce,  and  upon  the  resolution  concerning  the  delivery  of  free  papers. 

Mr.  Wilson  from  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures  presented  the  following  bill: 

No.  197.  A  bill  to  revive  the  act  incorporating  the  Hyco  Falls  manufacturing  company. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Powell,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  that  the  commissions  which  may  be  allowed  to  any  commissioner  acting 
under  the  decree  of  any  court  of  chancery  for  the  sale  of  property  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  which  would 
be  allowed  to  the  sheriff  for  the  same  service  ;  and  that  where  the  person  who  makes  the  sale  shall  not  collect 
the  amount  of  the  sales,  only  one  half  of  the  said  commissions  shall  be  allowed,  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walden,  Retaleed,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  required  to  examine  into 
the  necessity  of  providing  by  law  that  trustees  shall  give  security  for  the  faithful  execution  of  their  duties  when 
so  required  by  any  creditor  or  creditors  of  any  person  or  persons  creating  any  trustee  or  trustees,  and  that  they 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Massie  presented  a  petition  of  Richard  Storms,  asking  to  be  authorized  to  erect  a  dam  across  Tye 
river,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 
The  following  engrossed  bills  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed  : 

No.  108.  A  bdl  to  incorporate  the  Potomac  and  Alleghany  coal  and  iron  manufacturing  company. 

No.  15.  A  bill  amending  and  reducing  into  one  act  the  several  acts  and  parts  of  acts  concerning  the  taxes 
on  licenses  to  keepers  of  ordinaries  and  bouses  of  private  entertainment,  to  merchants,  to  vendue  masters,  to 
brokers,  to  venders  of  lottery  tickets,  to  hawkers  and  pedlars,  to  exhibitors  of  public  shows,  on  law  process, 
on  notarial  seals  and  certain  other  subjects;  and 

.No.  80.  A  bill  concerning  flour  barrels. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  bills  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

No.  29.  A  bill  to  establish  a  company  of  light  infantry  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  with  the  substitute  there- 
for submitted  by  the  committee  on  the  militia  laws,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  M'Rae,  and  the  said  substi- 
tute being  adopted,  the  said  bill  as  amended  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  29.  A  bill  to  provide  for  a  revision  of  the  laws ;  and 

No.  111.  A  bill  to  convert  the  loan  of  $  150,000  to  the  Winchester  and  Potomac  rail-road  company  into 
stock  and  for  other  purposes,  were  on  motions  severally  made  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  82.  A  bill  charging  real  assets  with  the  payment  of  simple  contract  debts  and  declaring  the  mode  of 
administering  the  same,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  May  ordered  to  be  committed. 

No.  86.  A  bill  concerning  the  arrest  of  poor  debtors  was  read  a  second  time,  and  a  motion  was  made  by 
Mr.  Caldwell  to  amend  the  same ;  thereupon  on  motion  of  Mr.  May  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  in- 
definitely postponed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ratclippb  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Carpenter,  Wood,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bed- 
ford, Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thorn  burg, 
Toler,  Fox,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Crafford,  Roane,  Marshall, 
Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gib- 
son, Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Hamlelt,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight.  Gregory,  Ewing,  Lawson, 
Harrison,  Caldwell,  Goode,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  PulasTci," Myers  of  Morgan, 
Hodges,  Massie,  Watts,  Yerby,  Hudnall,  M'Connell.  Hincr,  May,  Keen,  Michaux,  Roberts,  Heath,  Sturm, 
Robertson,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Sbipman,  Smitb  of  Russeil,  Quillen,  Bare,  Fitxhugh,  Spotts,  Stephen- 
son, Goodson,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stanger — 80. 

Noes — Messrs.  Coleman,  Bulls,  Worthinglon,  Fontaine,  Banks,  Aleshire,  Ratclifle  and  Walden — 8. 

Resolved,  That  said  bill  be  rejected. 

No.  95.  A  bill  to  prohibit  betting  upon  elections  was  read  a  second  time ;  thereupon  a  motion  was  made 
by  Mr.  Gregory  that  the  farther  consideration  of  the  said  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed,  and  the  question  being 
put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Banks  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes— Messrs.  Carpenter,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  M'Millan,  Haskins,  Flood,  Toler,  Corbin,  Cole- 
33 
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man,  Cardwell,  Wilson,  Whilworlh,  Roane,  Powell,  Alderson,  Payne,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Clark  of  Hali- 
fax, Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewjng,  Ra- 
mey,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Watts,  Aleshire, 
Hiner,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Roberts,  Heath,  Robertson,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Conn, 
Fitzhugh,  Stephenson  and  Goodson — 46. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Wood,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Hannah, 
Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Kyle,  Thornburg,  Fox,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Craf- 
ford,  Marshall,  Howell,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Erskinc,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Seymour, 
Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Lawson,  Banks,  Caldwell,  Clavton,  Evans, 
Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Massie,  Yerby,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald, 
M'Connell,  Staples,  Mav,  Keen,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Venable,  Ratclifte,  Sturm,  Walden,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Dor- 
man,  Quillen,  Crutchfield,  Walker,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stanger — 64. 

The  said  bill  was  then  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Powell  to  amend  the  same  by  inserting  before  the  commencing  clause 
the  following  section : 

"  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  bets  won  on  elections  shall  be  recoverable  by  action  of  debt  or  trespass  on 
the  case,  in  any  court  of  record  in  this  commonwealth,  any  law  or  usage  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and 
it  shall  be  the  duly  of  judges  and  commonwealth's  attorneys  to  give  this  act  in  charge  to  the  grand  juries." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  May  to  amend  the  said  amendment  by  striking  therefrom  the  words  "on  elec- 
tions." 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Carroll  of  Preston  that  the  farther  consideration  of  the  said  bill  and  pro- 
posed amendments  be  indefinitely  postponed,  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bvrd  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Mitchell,  Haskins,  Toler,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Wilson,  Crafford,  Powell, 
Alderson,  Payne,  Butts,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Taylor 
of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Watts,  Aleshire,  Hinef,  Tunstall,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath, 
Sturm,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Conn,  Fitzhugh,  Stephenson,  and  Jackson  of 
Wood— 37. 

Nobs — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Wood,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Myers 
of  Berkeley,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Fox,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke 
and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wbitworth,  Roane,  Marshall,  Howell,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Carroll 
of  Grayson,  Erskinc,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight, 
Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Banks,  Caldwell,  Clayton,  Evans, 
Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Massie,  Yerby,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald, 
M'Connell,  May,  Keen,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Venable,  Roberts,  Walden,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Quillen, 
Crutchfield,  Spotts,  Walker  and  Stanger — 67. 

Mr.  May  with  the  leave  of  the  house  withdrew  his  amendment  to  the  said  amendment;  the  question  then 
recurred  upon  the  adoption  of  the  said  amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  Powell,  and  was  determined  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Armstrong  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Powell,  Butts,  Hamlett,  Gregory  and  Lipscomb — 6. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Wood,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Myers  of 
Berkeley,  Hannah,  Jackson  ot  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Coibin, 
Coleman,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clatke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Whitworth,  Crafford,  Roane,  Marshall, 
Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Byrd,  Kino,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Clark  of  Hali- 
fax, Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Worthington, 
Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson, 
Ramey,  Harrison,  Orgaiti,  Banks,  Caldwell,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Clayton, 
Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Massie,  Yerby,  Hudnall, 
Fitzgerald,  M'Connell,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman^ Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable, 
Roberts,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Walden,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quil- 
len, Conn,  Bare,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walker  and  Stanger — 99. 

The  said  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex  the  house  adjourned. 
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SATURDAY,  February  8,  1940. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  tbeir  clerk: 

IN  SENATE,  February  7,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bills,  entitled, 

"  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Exchange  hotel  company  in  the  city  of  Richmond,"  and 

11  An  act  extending  the  act  authorizing  the  drawing  of  a  lottery  in  the  town  of  Fredericksburg." 

They  have  also  passed  the  bill,  entitled, 

"  An  act  concerning  the  duly  of  executors  and  administrators  and  wills  of  personal  estate,"  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

The  said  bill  and  amendments  were  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  fl  ight  ordered  to  be  kid  upon  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lawsox,  Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  withdraw  the  petition  of  Edward  Chapman 
presented  to  the  last  general  assembly ;  thereupon  the  said  petition  was  again  presented  by  him,  praying  for  the 
remission  of  a  fine,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  commiuce  for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Byrd  presented  sundry  documents  in  support  of  the  bill  to  change  the  charter  of  the  town  of  Win- 
chester, which  on  bis  motion  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cabell,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  agriculture  and  manufactures  be  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  capital  stock  of  the  Harris's  creek  manufacturing  company  in  the 
county  of  Amherst,  incorporated  by  an  act  of  the  general  assembly,  passed  on  the  day  of  183  ; 

and  that  said  committee  also  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  adding  to  the  number  of  the  directors  of  said  com- 
pany. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  Retolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  enquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  amending  the  act  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts  concerning  coroners,  passed  January  13,  1819, 
so  as  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  burial  of  the  bodies  of  persons  found  dead  or  slain  after  an  inquest  has 
been  held  upon  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Armstrong,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be  instructed 
to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing  a  special  law  for  the  regulation  of  public  roads  in  the  county  of  Harri- 
son, and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood,  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  was  discharged  from  the  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  relative  to  amending  the  several  acts  for  unlading  ballast ;  and  the  said  resolution  was 
referred  to  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood,  Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
expediency  of  causing  the  journals  and  documents  of  this  house  to  be  printed  in  octavo  form ;  also  that  the 
same  committee  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  causing  to  be  prepared  a  general  index  to  the  journals  of  the 
bouse  from  1776  down  to  1S33. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed  of  Messrs.  Jackson  of  Wood,  Robertson,  Southall,  Gregory,  Byrd,  Wor- 
tbington,  Banks  and  Fitzgerald. 

Mr.  Bayly  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  tho  governor's  message  as  relates 
to  the  demand  upon  the  executive  of  New  York  for  the  surrender  of  certain  fugitives  from  justice,  presented  a 
report,  which,  on  his  motion,  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  57.] 

Mr.  Stephenson  from  the  committee  of  claims  presented  sundry  reports  upon  the  petition  of  Richard  S. 
Rew  ;  and  upon  the  resolution  concerning  the  heirs  of  colonel  Thomas  Bullett ;  and  the  following  bill : 

No.  19S.  A  bill  concerning  Peter  Kremer. 

Mr.  Crutchfield  from  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  presented  a  report  upon  the  resolu- 
tion relative  to  the  survey  from  Bunker's  Hill  in  Berkeley  county  to  the  Northwestern  turnpike ;  and  the  follow- 
ing bills : 

No.  199.  A  bill  directing  the  suspension  of  surveys;  and 

No.  200.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  «'  an  act  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  a  road  from  Ice's  ferry 
on  Cheat  river  lo  tho  Pennsylvania  line." 

Mr.  Taylob  of  Richmond  and  Lancaster  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Richmond  praying 
that  William  Baldcrson  be  authorized  to  solemnize  the  rites  of  matrimony  in  said  county,  which  was  referred 
to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Walker  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Westmoreland  for  a  revision  of  the  law  in 
relation  to  the  glebe  funds  and  the  primary  school  svstem. 

Mr.  Southall  a  petition  of  the  Jefferson  and  Washington  societies  of  the  University  of  Virginia  asking  for 
acts  of  incorporation. 

The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges. 

No.  78.  A  bill  to  establish  a  board  of  agriculture  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Southall,  read  a  second 
time,  and  the  question  being  put  upon  ordering  the  same  to  be  engrossed  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Aves — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Baylv,  Southall,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of 
Bedford,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  M'Millan,  Kyfe,  Flood,  Fox,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren, 
Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Crafford,  Roane,  Marshall,  Alderson,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Byrd,  Erskine, 
Clark  of  Halifax,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster 
and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Lavvson,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Smith  of 
Mason  and  Jackson,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chapman,  Massie,  Watts,  Yerby,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald, 
M'Connell,  Keen,  Tallman,  Venable,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Crutchfield,  Spotts,  Stephenson, 
Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 07. 

Noes — Messrs.  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Tbornburg,  Toler,  Powell,  Howell, 
Hale,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight, 
Wright,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Ml  •rrs  of  Morgan,  Aleshire,  Michaux, 
Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Waldcn,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare, 
Griever,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh  and  Goodson — 38. 

No.  54.  An  engrossed  bill  to  establish  a  company  of  light  infantry  in  the  city  of  Richmond  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed,  and  the  title  was  amended  by  adding  thereto  the  words  "and  for  other  purposes:' 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

No.  14G.  An  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  banks,  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Me  of  Wight  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker^)  Souihall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Myers  of 
Berkeley,  M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wil- 
son, Whitworth,  Crafford,  Roane,  Marshall,  Aldcrson,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Erskine,  Clark  of  Hali- 
fax, Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tay- 
loe of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Lawsnn,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson, 
Baskerville,  Evans,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Hodges,  Massie,  Watts,  Vcrby,  M'Connell,  Hincr,  Tun- 
slall,  Keen,  Michaux,  Venable,  Roberts,  Waldcn,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Griever, 
Crutch6cld,  Fitzhugh,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson  and  Walker — 70. 

Noes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Carpenter,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Thornburg,  Cox, 
Powell,  Howell,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Wright, 
Fontaine,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Myers  of 
Morgan,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of 
Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare  and  Ridley— 41. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robertson  carry  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

The  house  according  to  the  joint  order  of  the  day  proceeded  by  joint  vote  with  the  senate  to  the  election 
of  a  brigadier-general  for  the  thirteenth  brigade  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  general 
Edward  Watts;  thereupon  Mr.  Lbybitrjj  nominated  colonel  Charles  P.  Dorman;  and  the  senate  having  been 
informed  thereof  by  Mr.  Leyburn,  and  no  person  being  added  to  the  nomination  in  that  house  the  vote  was 
taken  and  recorded  as  follows : 

For  Cftarlcs  P.  Dorman — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell, 
M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis, 
M'Millan,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kvle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke 
and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Crafford,  Roane,  Powell,  Marshall,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale, 
Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Butts,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of 
Hampshire,  White,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae," Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Worthington, 
Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing, 
Lawson,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Caldwell,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Smith  of 
Mason  and  Jackson,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers 
of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Massie,  Watts,  Yerby,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  M'Connell,  Hiden,  Hiner,  Tunstall,  Keen, 
Tallman,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Roberts,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Walden,  Robertson,  Snyder, 
Leyburn,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Griever,  Ridley,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Good- 
son,  Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 114. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Leyburn,  Erskine,  Carpenter,  Alderson,  Chapman,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middle- 
sex, Wright,  Quillen,  Myers  of  Morgan,  M'Cue  and  Gregory  be  a  committee  to  act  jointly  with  a  committee 
from  the  senate  to  ascertain  the  joint  vote. 

Mr.  Lbybcbx  from  the  joint  committee  reported  the  joint  vote  to  be  for  Charles  P.  Dorman  134  ;  scattering 
6  ;  thereupon  Charles  P.  Dorman  was  declared  duly  elected  a  brigadier-general  for  the  thirteenth  brigade  of 
militia. 

No.  95.  An  engrossed  bill  to  prohibit  betting  on  elections  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
Ordcted,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 
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No.  96.  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  ferries  was  read  a  second  time,  amended  on  motions 
severally  made,  and  as  amended  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  97.  A  bill  concerning  lotteries  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  on  motion  of  Mr. 
May. 

No.  99.  A  bill  amending  the  laws  concerning  attachments  against  absent  defendants,  was  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Sou thall  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed : 

No.  101.  A  bill  to  increase  the  stock  of  the  Dover  coal  mining  company,  and  to  grant  them  manufacturing 
privileges. 

No.  102.  A  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "  an  act  concerning  the  Valley  turnpike  company." 
No.  103.  A  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "an  act  declaring  Simpson's  creek  a  public  highway." 
No.  104.  A  bill  amending  the  laws  in  relation  to  the  course  of  descents ;  and 
No.  106.  A  bill  concerning  the  draining  of  lands. 

No.  105.  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  spring  term  of  the  circuit  superior  court  for  the  21st  dis- 
trict for  the  trial  of  criminal  causes,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  May  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Russell  the  house  adjourned. 


MONDAY,  February  10,  1840. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  finance  enquire  what  compensation  (if  any) 
the  first  auditor  is  entitled  to,  for  extra  services  in  compiling  and  preparing  for  this  general  assembly  the  various 
acts  of  assembly  in  relation  to  the  revenue  laws,  and  concerning  taxes  on  licenses  to  ordinaries,  and  other  sub- 
jects, and  that  said  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lee,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  enquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  for  change  of  the  venue  in  cases  of  forcible  and  unlawful  entry  and  unlawful  detainer,  and 
that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Birwell  of  Bedford,  Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  char- 
ter of  the  Bedford  savings  bank  at  Liberty,  and  that  Messrs.  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Hale,  Wade,  Sta- 
ples, Hamlctt,  Tunstall,  Fox  and  Cabell,  prepare  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Spotts,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  be  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  incorporating  the  town  of  Jeflersonville  in  the  county  of  Tazewell,  and  that  they 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ratcmffe,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire 
into  the  propriety  of  so  amending  the  law  in  relation  co  ca,  sat.  founded  on  judgments  rendered  by  justices  of 
the  peace,  as  to  require  the  sheriff,  when  any  person  is  taken  upon  such  process  who  is  not  able  to  discharge 
the  same,  to  carry  him  or  her  (if  it  should  be  desired)  before  some  justice  of  the  peace  of  his  said  county,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  administer  the  oath  of  insolvent  debtors  to  such  person,  upon  his  or  her  furnishing  to  said  jus- 
tice such  schedule  of  property  as  is  at  present  required  by  law,  the  said  schedule  to  be  returned  by  said  justice 
to  the  clerk's  office  of  his  said  county,  and  to  be  regulated  as  heretofore  by  the  law  :  Provided,  however,  That  in 
all  cases,  the  plaintiff  or  his  attorney  (if  resident  in  said  county)  shall  have  notice  that  said  oath  will  be  admi- 
nistered. 

Mr.  Reynolds,  according  to  order,  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  201.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Terra  Salis  in  the  county  of  Kanawha. 

Mr.  Seymour  from  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  presented  a  report  upon  the  resolution 
for  making  a  road  from  Newbern  to  the  Tennessee  line ;  and  the  following  bill : 
No.  202.  A  bill  concerning  the  New  Shenandoah  company. 
And  reported  without  amendment  the  bill 

No.  131.  To  increase  and  regulate  the  tolls  on  the  Powhatan  rail-road,  and  the  Tuckahoe  and  James  river 
rail-road. 

Mr.  Wilson  from  the  committee  of  agriculture  and  manufactures  presented  the  following  bill : 
No.  203.  A  bill  changing  the  mode  of  appointing  inspectors  of  salt  in  the  county  of  Kanawha. 
Mr.  Goode  from  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges  presented  a  report  upon  the  resolution  for  paying  to 
the  school  commissioners  west  of  the  Blue  Ridge  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  lands. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  TVight  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  presented  a  report  upon  the 
lorial  of  Mrs.  Abigail  Mayo;  and  reported  without  amendment  the  following  bill: 
No.  83.  A  bill  providing  for  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  justice  for  the  county  of  King  William. 
Mr.  Vbnable  from  the  committtee  on  banks  presented  the  following  bill: 

No.  204.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  Bank  of  Virginia  to  establish  an  agency  in  tho  town  of  Scottsville. 

34 
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On  motion  of  Seymour,  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  was  discharged  from  the  conside- 
ration of  the  petition  of  John  Barr  &  Co.,  and  the  same  was  laid  upon  the  table- 
Mr.  Walker  presented  a  petition  of  William  J.  Courtney,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law  to  regulate  the 
rates  of  wharfage  on  a  wharf  built  by  him  at  Kinsale  in  the  county  of  Westmoreland. 

Mr.  Roberts  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Princess  Anne  for  the  establishment  of  n  separate  elec- 
tion at  Creed's  bridge  in  said  county. 

The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

Mr.  Armstrong  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Harrison  and  Monongalia,  praying  that 
a  bridge  may  be  erected  across  Three  fork  creek  in  the  county  of  Harrison  on  the  line  of  the  Northwes- 
tern road. 

Mr.  Bur  well  of  Clarke  and  Warren  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  town  of  Front  Royal  asking  the 
passage  of  an  act  exempting  the  citizens  of  the  town  from  the  duty  of  labouring  on  the  public  roads  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  corporation. 

The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 

Mr.  Wortiuxgton  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Jelfersou  for  the  establishment  of  a  pub- 
lic depot  on  the  line  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail-road  at  or  near  Old  Furnace  in  said  counly,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Lee  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Harrison  asking  for  the  establishment  of  a  savings 
institution  in  said  county,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  batiks. 

Mr.  Gregory  presented  the  annual  report  of  the  court  of  directors  of  the  lunatic  asylum  at  Williamsburg, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  mble  and  printed.    [Doc.  No.  OS.] 

No.  37.  A  bill,  entitled  "  an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road,"  with 
the  amendments  thereto  proposed  by  the  senate,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crltchfield  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 

No.  13G.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Western  Virginia  silk  and  agricultural  company,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of 
Mr.  M'Connell,  read  the  first  and  second  times  and  (by  general  consent)  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  78.  An  engrossed  bill  to  establish  a  board  of  agriculture  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  question  being 
put  upon  its  passage  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Armstrong  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Mitchell,  Myers  of 
Berkeley,  Hannah,  M'Millan,  F  lood,  Fox,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Wilson,  Crafford,  Roane, 
Marshall,  Alderson,  Payne,  Baker,  Byrd,  Gucrrant,  Erskinc,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Wor- 
thington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson, 
Ramey,  Caldwell,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and 
Pulaski,  Hodges,  Mussie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  M'Connell,  Hidcn,  Hiner,  Keen, 
Tallman,  Michaux,  Vcnable,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Leybum,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Crutchfield,  Clarke  of 
Surry,  Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — G5. 

Noes — Messrs.  Cropper,  Carpenter,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Has- 
kins,  Kyle,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Broadus,  Powell,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  King,  Butts,  Gibson,  Allen 
of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Wright,  Beard,  Harrison,  Orgain,  Banks, 
Smith  ol  Mason  and  Jackson,  Clayton,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Yerby,  Aleshire,  Tutistall,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath, 
RatclifTe,  Sturm,  Walden,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quillcn,  Conn,  Bare,  Gricvcr,  Ridley,  Fitz- 
bugh,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson  and  Stanger — 51. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  also  read  a  third  time  and  passed  : 

No.  101.  A  bill  to  increase  the  stock  of  the  Dover  coal  mining  company,  and  to  grant  them  manufacturing 
privileges ; 

No.  102.  A  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "an  act  concerning  the  Valley  turnpike  company." 
No.  103.  A  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "an  act  declaring  Simpson's  creek  a  public  highway." 
No.  104.  A  bill  amending  the  laws  in  relation  to  the  course  of  descents;  and 
No.  106.  A  bill  concerning  the  draining  of  lands. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  bills  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

No.  96.  An  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  ferries,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  of 
Mathem  and  Middlesex,  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  107.  A  bill  fixing  the  site  for  the  seat  of  justice  for  the  county  of  Pulaski,  was  read  a  second  time  and 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman  ordered  to  be  committed. 

Tbe  following  bills  were  read  a  second  lime  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  : 

No.  109.  A  bill  authorizing  an  increase  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Rappahannock  company. 

No.  110.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Carnifix  ferry  bridge  company. 

No.  114.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "an  act  to  incorporate  the  trustees  of  the  Halifax  academy." 
No.  116.  A  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "  an  act  incorporating  the  trustees  of  the  Union  academy  of  Camp- 
bell; and  •  r 
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No.  116.  A  bill  incorporating  the  trustees  of  the  Concord  female  seminary. 

No.  112.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Lewisburg  savings  institution,  society  or  bank,  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Krskink  ordered  to  be  committed. 

A  report  of  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  rejecting  the  petition  of  Henry  D.  Warwick  for  a  divorce, 
was  on  motion  Mr.  Wood  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  S3.  A  bill  providing  for  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  justice  for  the  county  of  King  William,  was  taken 
up;  thereupon  a  substitute  therefor  was  submitted  by  Mr.  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Gregory  the  said  bill  and  substitute  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  118.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Mercantile  library  association  of  Richmond,  was  read  the  first  and 
second  times  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  committee  on  the  library. 

No.  119.  A  bill  concerning  the  water  works  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  was  read  the  first  and  second  times 
and  ordered  to  be  committed. 

The  following  bills  were  read  the  first  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time : 

No.  117.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Wellsburg  Jefferson  seminary. 

No.  120.  A  bill  concerning  western  land  titles. 

No.  121.  A  bill  increasing  the  reward  for  apprehending  runaways  in  certain  cases. 

No.  122.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Hot  springs  company  in  the  county  of  Bath. 

No.  123.  A  bill  to  amend  an  act,  cutitlcd  "  an  act  for  the  better  organization  of  the  militia." 

No.  124.  A  bill  directing  the  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth  to  give  the  state's  guarantee  to  a  certain  loan 
authorized  to  be  negotiated  by  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  rail-road  company. 

No.  125.  A  bill  to  authorize  an  increase  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac 
rail-road  company  for  the  purpose  of  laying  down  iron  rails  or  a  more  permanent  rail  superstructure  on  said  road. 
This  bill  was  ordered  to  be  printed  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stbphenson. 

No.  127.  A  bill  concerning  Squire  Sayre. 

No.  128.  A  bill  concerning  the  collection  of  rents. 

No.  129.  A  bill  exempting  the  counties  of  Prince  William  and  Campbell  from  the  operation  of  an  act  con- 
cerning apprentices,  passed  April  6th,  1839. 

No.  130.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Princess  Anne  and  Kcmpsville  canal  companies. 

No.  132.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  county  court  of  Augusta  to  subscribe  for  stock  in  the  Valley  turnpike  com- 
pany; and 

No.  133.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  u  an  act  prescribing  certain  general  regulations  for  the  incorpo- 
ration of  turnpike  companies." 

No.  134.  A  bill  establishing  the  county  of  of  parts  of  the  counties  of  Harrison,  Lewis  and 

Wood,  was  read  the  first  and  second  times,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood  ordered  to  be  committed. 

No.  135.  A  bill  changing  the  manner  of  appointing  an  inspector  of  flour  and  indian  meal  in  the  town  of 
Winchester. 

No.  137.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  concerning  general  elections  in  this  commonwealth  ;"  and 

No.  153.  A  bill  authorizing  the  Board  of  public  works  to  appoint  agents  in  certain  cases,  were  severally 
read  the  first  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  report  of  the  committee  of  claims  upon  the  resolution  concerning  Thomas  C.  Burwell  of  Greenbrier,  and 
Octavius  A.  Henry  of  Westmoreland,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood  ordered  to  be  recommitted. 

A  report  of  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  rejecting  the  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county 
of  Fauquier  for  a  new  county  out  of  the  western  end  of  the  county,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seymour  laid  upon 
the  table. 

The  following  reports  of  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  were  read  and  agreed  to: 
Tbe  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have  according  to  order  bad  under  consideration  the  petition  of  John 
Biggs,  to  them  referred,  praying  to  be  released  from  the  payment  of  a  fine  rendered  against  him  at  tbe  last  circuit 
superior  court  of  law  and  chancery  for  the  county  of  Preston,  and  have  come  to  tbe  following  resolution  there- 
upon : 

Resolved  as  (he  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  rejected. 

The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have  according  to  order  bad  under  consideration  the  petition  of  John 
S.  Gatewood,  to  them  referred,  praying  to  have  a  sum  of  money  refunded  to  him,  received  for  certain  lands  of 
his  father  escheated  to  the  commonwealth,  and  sold  by  order  of  the  executive,  and  have  come  to  the  following 
resolution  thereupon : 

Resolved  as  the  ojiinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  praver  of  the  said  petition  be  rejected. 

A  report  of  the  commiltee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  reporting  it  inexpedient  to  make  a  further  appro- 
priation for  opening  a  road  in  tbe  counties  of  Bath  and  Alleghany,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lockridge  ordered 
to  be  recommitted. 

Tbe  following  reports  of  the  same  committee  were  read  and  agreed  to : 

The  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  peti- 
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tion  of  John  H.  Reily,  late  treasurer  of  the  Fairfax  turnpike  road  company,  representing  that  he  was  appointed 
treasurer  as  aforesaid  in  the  year  1824,  and  that  he  satisfactorily  discharged  the  duties  until  December  1836, 
when  he  resigned,  without  receiving  any  compensation  for  his  services,  except  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  about  a 
year  after  his  appointment ;  and  praying  such  compensation  from  the  state  as  will  be  in  her  relative  proportion 
to  the  stock  held  by  her  in  said  company,  or  such  other  amount  as  the  general  assembly  may  deem  just :  Where- 
upon, 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  said  petition  be  rejected. 

The  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  have  according  to  order  enquired  into  "  the  necessity  and 
propriety  of  extending  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road,  from  its  eastern  termination  to  the  western  extremity  of 
the  Ashby's  Gap  turnpike  road,  and  to  the  Berryville  turnpike ;  also  of  appropriating  the  tolls  arising  from  the 
commonwealth's  stock  in  the  Ashby's  Gap  turnpike  and  the  Little  river  turnpike  companies,  to  the  extension  of 
it  to  Berry's  ferry ;  and  that  in  the  Berryville,  Snicker's,  and  Leesburg  turnpike  roads,  be  applied  to  its  exten- 
sion to  Berryville,  which  will  render  the  communication  between  the  east  and  west  complete,  by  filling  up  the 
small  interruption  of  about  twelve  miles  between  those  two  points:"  Whereupon, 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  not  expedient  so  to  extend  the  Northwestern  road,  or  to 
appropriate  the  said  tolls  for  such  purpose. 

A  report  of  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  was  read  and  agreed  to  as  follows  s 

The  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  citizens  of  the  county  of  Augusta,  to  them  referred,  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  changing  the 
place  of  holding  the  separate  election  for  the  Pasture  precinct,  from  the  house  of  Robert  Dunlap  to  the  store- 
house of  William  Guy  at  Deerfield  :  Whereupon, 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petitioners  be  rejected  for  want  of  notice. 

The  following  report  of  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures  was  read  : 

The  commitiec  of  agriculture  and  manufactures  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  freeholders  and  residents  of  the  counties  of  Madison  and  Orange  to  them  referred,  praying  that 
the  Rapid  Anne  river  between  Ballard's  mill-dam  and  White's  ford  may  be  made  a  lawful  fence,  and  have  come 
to  the  following  resolution  thereupon : 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  rejected ;  it  not  appearing 
that  any  notice  had  been  given  of  the  intention  to  present  the  same. 

The  said  resolution  was  agreed  to,  an  unsuccessful  motion  having  been  made  by  Mr.  Hiden  to  recommit 
the  same  with  instructions  to  the  committee  to  consider  the  petition  upon  its  merits. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Payne  the  house  adjourned. 


TUESDAY,  February  11,  1840. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Michaux,  Resolved,  That  leave  be  granted  the  committee  of  agriculture  and  manufac- 
tures to  introduce  a  bill  to  incorporate  a  company  in  the  county  of  Powhatan  for  mining  purposes  in  the  name 
of  the  Dupuy  and  Bryant  coal  mining  company. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Beard,  Resolved,  That  this  house  will  by  joint  vole  with  the  senate  proceed  on  Saturday 
the  fifteenth  instant,  to  the  election  of  the  first  and  second  auditors,  a  treasurer,  register  of"  the  land-office  and 
secretary  of  the  commonwealth  and  librarian. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  resolution  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hiden,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  agriculture  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  in- 
corporating the  Moutpelier  marble  company  in  the  county  of  Orant>e,  for  the  purpose  of  quarrying,  sawing  and 
polishing  marble,  and  also  for  quarrying  porphyry,  agate,  flag  stone  and  slate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wade,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges  be  instructed  to  enquire 
into  the  expediency  of  incorporating  a  female  academy  in  the  town  of  Blacksburg,  Montgomery  county,  and 
that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Armstrong,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  enquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  amending  the  laws  in  relation  to  the  duties  of  clerks  of  the  county  courts,  so  as  to  make  it  impera- 
tive upon  them  to  forward  to  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  delegates  a  copy  of  the  poll  books  for  the  formation  of 
new  counties  before  the  meeting  of  the  general  assembly. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Surry  presented  a  petition  of  Boiling  Jones  praying  the  passage  of  a  law  for  the  sale  of  a 
certain  piece  of  meadow  land  in  the  county  of  Surry. 

Mr.  Robertson  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  the  city  of  Richmond  against  the  passage  of  the  law 
asked  for  by  J.  B.  Harvie. 

The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Beard  presented  a  petition  of  Alexander  H.  Creel  to  establish  a  ferry  across  the  Ohio  river  from  his 
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lands  at  the  mouth  of  Green's  run  in  Wood  county  to  the  opposite  shore,  which  was  referred  to  (lie  committee 
of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 

Mr.  Gregory  presented  a  petition  and  deposition  of  John  Capron  of  Norfolk  borough  asking  that  William 
Nelson  of  York  county  may  be  paid  the  value  of  a  horse  lost  in  the  Yorktown  fete  in  1824,  which  was  referred 
to  the  committee  of  claims. 

Mr.  Carboll  of  Grayson  presented  a  petition  of  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  7Sth  regiment  of  militia, 

Graying  for  an  act  to  dispense  with  the  regimental  musters  of  said  regiment  and  substituting  in  lieu  thereof  a 
attalion  muster  in  each  battalion  in  the  month  of  April  or  May  in  every  year  on  such  day  as  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  regimental  court  of  enquiry,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  militia  laws. 

Mr.  May  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  presented  a  report  upon  the  resolution  relative  to  the  pro- 
priety of  providing  by  law  that  but  one  set  of  costs  be  taxed  to  the  defendants  in  any  court  in  this  common- 
wealth where  more  than  one  suit  is  instituted  upon  the  same  obligation  ;  and  the  following  bill : 

No.  205.  A  bill  amending  the  act  concerning  commissions  on  sales  made  under  decrees  in  chancery. 
No.  74.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Patterson's  creek  turnpike  company,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gib- 
son, read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  committed. 

No.  01.  An  engrossed  bill  amending  the  charier  of  the  town  of  Winchester,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wobtuington  ;  thereupon  the  rule  of  the  house  was  suspended,  and  the  vote  ordering  the  said  bill  to  be  en- 
grossed was  reconsidered.  A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Byrd  to  amend  the  same,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wobtuington  the  said  bill  and  amendment  were  ordered  to  be  committed. 

Mr.  Byrd  then  presented  additional  documents  in  support  of  the  said  bill,  which  on  his  motion,  together 
with  the  documents  heretofore  presented  on  the  same  subject,  were  referred  to  the  committee  to  which  the  said 
bill  was  committed. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  viz : 
No.  110.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Camifex  ferry  bridge  company. 

No.  114.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  to  incorporate  the  trustees  of  the  Halifax  academy." 
No.  115.  A  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "an  act  incorporating  the  trustees  of  the  Union  academy  of 
Campbell." 

No.  1  Hi.  A  bill  incorporating  the  trustees  of  the  Concord  female  seminary  ;  and 
No.  136.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Western  Virginia  silk  and  agricultural  company. 
Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  bills  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 
No.  127.  A  bill  concerning  Squire  Sayrc  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

No.  132.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  county  court  of  Augusta  to  subscribe  for  stock  in  the  Valley  turnpike  com- 
pany, was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stuart  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  : 

No.  117.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Wellsburg  Jefferson  seminary. 

No.  122.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Ilot  springs  company  in  the  county  of  Bath. 

No.  129.  A  bill  exempting  the  counties  of  Prince  William  and  Campbell  from  the  operation  of  an  act  con- 
cerning apprentices,  passed  April  (Jth,  1839. 

No.  130.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Princess  Anne  and  Kempsville  canal  companies. 

No.  131.  A  bill  to  increase  and  regulate  the  tolls  on  the  Powhatan  rail-road,  and  the  Tuckahoe  and  James 
river  rail-road  ;  and 

No.  135.  A  bill  changing  the  manner  of  appointing  an  inspector  of  flour  and  indian  meal  in  the  town  of 
Winchester. 

The  house  according  to  the  joint  order  of  the  day  proceeded  by  joint  vote  with  the  senate  to  the  election 
ol  a  governor  of  this  commonwealth  to  fill  the  vacancy  which  will  be  occasioned  by  the  expiration  of  the  term 
of  the  present  incumbent  David  Campbell  esq.;  thereupon  Mr.  Chapman  nominated  James  M'Douxll;  Mr. 
South  am.  nominated  Thomas  IV.  Gilmer;  Mr.  Goods  nominated  Josejth  S.  H'atkins ;  and  the  senate  having  been 
informed  thereof,  and  no  person  having  been  added  to  the  nomination  in  that  bouse,  the  vote  was  recorded  as 
follows  : 

For  James  M'Douxll — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Lock  ridge,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan, 
Thornburg,  Burwcll  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Powell,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson, 
Taylor  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Lips- 
comb, Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  My- 
ers of  Morgan,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hincr,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith 
of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  llussell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Spotts, 
Goodson  and  Stauger — 50. 

For  Thomas  W.  Gilmer — Messrs.  Bayly,  Cropper,  Soulhall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bed- 
lord,  Mitchell,  Mvers  of  Berkeley,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Broad  us,  Wilson, 
Whiiworth,  Cronord,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Erskine, 
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Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Gregory,  Worth inglon,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloc  of  King  George,  Tay- 
loe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beurd,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Evans,  Hodges,  Massie,  Allyn 
of  .Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Verby,  M'Connell,  Staples,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Roberts, 
Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Crutchlield,  Stephenson  and  Walker — 05. 

For  Joseph  S.  Watkins — Messrs.  Meredith,  Hnskins,  Cox,  Butts,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Armstrong,  Orgain, 
Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Heath,  Ridley  and  Prince — 15. 

And  for  John  Rutherfoord — Barrett  G.  Payne — 1. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Chapman,  Gregory,  Southall,  Goode,  Yerby,  Bayly  and  Crutchficld,  be  a  committee 
to  act  jointly  with  a  committee  of  the  senate  to  ascertain  the  joint  vote. 

Mr.  Chapman  reported  that  the  joint  committee  had  ascertained  the  vote  to  be,  for  M'Doiccll  66,  for  Gil- 
mer 77,  for  Watkins  IS,  scattering  2. 

There  being  no  election,  and  Mr.  Waikint  being  dropped  under  the  rule  of  the  bouse,  Mr.  Goode  renomi- 
nated him,  and  the  vote  being  again  taken,  was  recorded  as  follows : 

For  James  M'Dou-elt — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Lockridge,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan, 
Meredith,  Haskins,  Thornburg,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Powell,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King, 
Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Smith  of  Isle  of 
Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Clayton, 
Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner, 
Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Heath,  Ratclifle,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith 
of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Sjjotls,  Ooodson  and 
Stanger — 60. 

For  Thomas  W.  Gilmer — Messrs.  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bed- 
ford, Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Kyle,  Flood,  Tolcr,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Card  well,  Broadus,  Wilson, 
Whitworth,  Craflbrd,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith  of  Gloucester, 
Erskine,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King 
George,  Tayloc  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason  and 
Jackson,  Evans,  Hodges,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  M'Connell,  Staples,  May, 
Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Crutchfield,  Stephenson  and  Wal- 
ker—67. 

For  Joseph  S.  Watkins — Messrs.  Clark  of  Halifax,  Armstrong,  Baskerville  and  Goode — 4. 
Mr.  Chapman  from  the  joint  committee  reported  the  joint  vote  to  be,  for  M'Dowcll  76,  for  Gilmer  79,  for 
Watkins  7,  scattering  1. 

There  being  no  election,  and  Mr.  Watkins  being  again  dropped  under  the  rule,  the  vote  was  recorded  as 
follows : 

For  James  M'Dovxll — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Lookridge,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan, 
Meredith,  Haskins,  Thornburg,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Powell,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King, 
Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee, 
Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews 
and  Middlesex,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall,  Fitzge- 
rald, Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Heath,  Ratclifle,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of 
Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry, 
Prince,  Spoils,  Goodson  and  Stanger — 62. 

For  Thomas  W.  Gilmer — Messrs.  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Smart,  Burwell  of  Bed- 
ford, Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Broadus,  Wilson, 
Whitworth,  Craflbrd,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Pavne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith  of  Gloucester, 
Erskine,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King 
George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason 
and  Jackson,  Evans,  Hodges,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  M'Connell,  Staples, 
Mav,  Tunslall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Crutchfield,  Stephenson  and 
Walker— 67. 

For  Andrew  Beirnc — W.  R.  Baskerville — 1. 

For  Joseph  H.  Samuels— William  O.  Goode— 1. 

For  Jscwis  Summers — John  J.  Jackson — 1.  * 

Mr.  Chapman  from  the  joint  committee  reported  the  joint  vote  to  be,  for  M' Powell  80,  for  Gilmer  79,  scat- 
tering 5. 

There  being  no  eleciion,  the  vote  was  again  recorded  as  follows: 

For  James  M'Dowell — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Lockridge,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan, 
Meredith,  Haskins,  Thornburg,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Powell,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King, 
Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Tavlor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee, 
Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  "of  Wight,  Wrigiit,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews 
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and  Middlesex,  Ciaylon,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald, 
Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of 
Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry, 
Prince,  Spotts,  Goodson  and  Stanger — 62. 

For  Thomas  IV.  Gilmer — Messrs.  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cuc,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bed- 
ford, Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Broadus,  Wilson, 
Whitworlh,  Craffbrd,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith  of  Gloucester, 
Erskine,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloc  of  Kinc 
George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Kamcy,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason  and 
Jackson,  Evans,  Hodge9,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  M'Conncll,  Staples, 
May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson,  Levburn,  Dorman,  Crutchfield,  Stephenson  and 
Watkcr—67. 

For  John  W.  Jone»—\V.  R.  Baskcrvillc— 1. 

For  Philip  N.  Nicholas— William  O.  Goode— 1. 

For  Edwin  S.  Duncan — John  J.  Jackson — 1. 

Mr.  Chapman  from  the  joint  committee  reported  the  joint  vote  to  be  for  M'Douvll  SO,  for  Gilmer  80,  scat- 
tering 4. 

There  being  no  election,  the  vote  was  again  recorded  as  follows : 

For  James  M'Dotcell — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith, 
Haskins,  Thornburg,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Powell,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant,  Car- 
roll of  Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith 
of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex, 
Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Aleshire, 
Hiner,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman, 
Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clatke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Goodson 
and  Stanger — 61. 

For  Thomas  W.  Gilmer — Messrs.  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Bur- 
well of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Broadus, 
Wilson,  Whitworth,  Craffbrd,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith  of 
Gloucester,  Erskine,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of 
King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Ma- 
son and  Jackson,  Evans,  Hodges,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  M'Conncll,  Sta- 
ples, May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Crutchfield,  Stephenson, 
Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 69. 

For  John  Brockenbroush — W.  R.  Baskerville  and  William  O.  Goode — 2. 

Mr.  Chapman  from  the  joint  committee  reported  the  joint  vote  to  be  for  M'Dowell  SO,  for  Gilmer  82,  scat- 
tering 2. 

There  being  no  election,  Mr.  Venable  again  nominated  Joseph  S.  Watkins,  and  the  senate  being  informed 
thereof  by  him,  and  the  house  having  been  informed  by  a  message  from  that  body  by  Mr.  Tod  that  Philip  N. 
Nicholas  had  been  added  to  the  nomination,  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows : 

For  At'Douxll — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Thornburg, 
Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Howell,  Byrd,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of 
Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Banks,  Taylor  of 
Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hudnall, 
Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Ship- 
man,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Good- 
son  and  Stanger — 48. 

For  Gilmer — Messrs.  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bed- 
ford, Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Broadus,  Wilson, 
Whitworlh,  Craffbrd,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith  of  Gloucester, 
Erskine,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King 
George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason  and 
Jackson,  Evans,  Hodges,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Walts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  M'Conncll,  Staples,  May, 
Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Crutchlield,  Stephenson,  Walker, 
and  Jackson  of  Wood — 69. 

For  Watkins — Messrs.  Meredith,  Guerrant,  White,  Wright,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Baskcrvillc,  Goode,  Venable 
and  Heath — 10. 

For  Nicholas — Messrs.  Haskins,  Cox,  Powell,  Baker  and  Fitzgerald — 6. 

Mr.  Chapman  from  the  joint  committee  reported  the  joint  vote  to  be  for  M'Dowcll  52 ;  for  Gilmer  82 ;  for 
Watkins  11 ;  for  Nicholas  19. 
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There  being  no  election,  and  Mr.  Watkins  being  again  dropped  under  the  rule  of*  the  house,  the  vote  was 
recorded  as  follows : 

For  M'Dowtll — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Thornburg,  Bur- 
well  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Powell,  Howell,  Byrd,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Allen  of 
Hampshire,  Lee,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Ewing,  Banks,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pu- 
laski, Hudnall,  Hiden,  Alcshirc,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Ratcliflo,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham, 
Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Spotts  and  Stanger — 37. 

For  Gilmer — Messrs.  Bayly,  Cropper,  Soulhall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cuc,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bed- 
ford, Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Broadus,  Wilson, 
Whitworth,  Craflbrd,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Aldcrson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith  of  Gloucester, 
Erskine,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Uae,  Hamlett,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King 
George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason  and 
Jackson,  Evans,  Hodges,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Elheridge,  Yerby,  M'Connell,  Staples,  May, 
Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Crutcbficld,  Stephenson,  Walker, 
and  Jackson  of  Wood — 69. 

For  Nicholas — Messrs.  Meredith,  Haskins,  Cox,  Baker,  Gucrrant,  Butts,  Clark  of  Halifax,  White,  Arm- 
strong, Wright,  Fontaine,  Lipscomb,  Orguin,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Myers  of 
Morgan,  Fitzgerald,  Hiner,  Venable,  Heath,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  and  Prince — 25. 

Fur  Thomas  H.  Bayly — Samuel  E.  Goodsou — 1. 

Mr.  Chapman  from  the  joint  committee  reported  the  joint  vote  to  be  for  M'Doxcell  40  ;  for  Gilmer  82 ;  for 
Nicholas  il ;  scattering  1. 

There  being  no. election,  and  Mr.  M'Dowtll  being  again  renominated  by  Mr.  Chapman,  and  the  senate 
bavins;  been  informed  thereof  by  him,  the  vote  was  again  recorded  as  follows: 

For  James  M'Doxcell — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith, 
Haskins,  Thornhurg,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Howell,  Byrd,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor 
of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Fontaine,  Ewing, 
Lipscomb,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski, 
Hudnall,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Ratclifle,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rock- 
ingham, Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts, 
Goodson  and  Stanger — 50. 

For  Thomas  IV.  Gilmer — Messrs.  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Bur- 
well of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Broadus, 
Wilson,  Whitworth,  Crnflbrd,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith  of 
Gloucester,  Erskine,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rue,  Hamlett,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of 
King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Board,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason 
and  Jackson,  Evans,  Hod»es,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Elheridge,  Yerby,  M'Connell,  Staples, 
May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Crutchfield,  Stephenson, 
Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood— 69. 

For  Philip  N.  Nicholas — Messrs.  Cox,  Baker,  Guerrant,  White,  Wright,  Orgain,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Myers 
of  Morgan,  Fitzgerald  and  Venable — 11. 

For  Thomas  U.  Bayly— John  Powell— 1. 

For  John  IV.  Jones — Robert  Ridley — I. 

Mr.  Chapman  from  the  joint  committee  reported  the  joint  vote  to  be  for  McDowell  50;  for  Gilmer  83; 
for  Nicholas  11 ;  scattering  2;  thereupon  Thomas  W.  Gilmer  esq.  was  declared  duly  elected  governor  of  this 
commonwealth  for  three  years  from  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  service  of  the  present  incumbent. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gregory,  Resulted,  That  it  be  the  duty  of  the  sergeant  of  this  house  to  endeavour  to 
find  out  who  were  the  persons  that  hissed  in  the  galleries  on  the  night  of  the  11th  of  February  1840,  and  report 
their  names  as  soon  as  he  does  so  to  the  house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans  the  house  adjourned. 


WEDNESDAY,  Fbbhuary  12,  1640. 

Mr.  Wilson  from  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures  presented  the  following  bills: 
No.  206.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Dupuy  and  Bryant  coal  mining  comparly  in  the  county  of  Powha- 
tan ;  and 

No.  207.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Harris  creek  manufacturing  compa- 
ny," passed  February  1st,  1S32. 
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Mr.  Smith  of  Itle  of  Wight  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  presented  a  report  upon  the 
petition  of  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Buckingham,  Prince  Edward,  Charlotte  and  Campbell,  for  a  new  county 
of  parts  of  said  counties ;  and  the  following  bill : 

No.  208.  A  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  the  Buffaloc  Ridge  springs  in  the  county  of  Nelson. 

Mr.  Bur  well  of  Bedford,  according  to  order,  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  209.  A  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Bedford  savings  bank  at  Liberty. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cabell  leave  was  given  to  withdraw  the  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Amherst 
for  the  establishment  of  a  separate  election  in  said  county,  presented  at  the  last  session. 
Mr.  Cabell  then  again  presented  the  snid  petition. 

Mr.  Powell  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Fairfax  for  the  establishment  of  a  separate 
election  at  the  tavern  of  Knoch  Grigsby  in  the  town  of  Ccntreville  in  said  county. 

Mr.  Robertson  a  petition  of  Isaac  A.  Goddin,  George  Jones  and  others,  for  the  passage  of  an  act  to  incor- 
porate the  Marshall  theatre. 

Mr.  Staples  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Patrick  praying  a  change  of  place  of  holding  a  separate 
election  in  snid  county  from  the  house  of  Isaac  Adams  to  the  house  of  Jackin,  Howell,  Tuggell  &  Co. 

The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

Mr.  Snyder  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Roanoke  for  the  incorporation  of  the  Roa- 
noke circulating  library  company  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges. 

Also  a  petition  of  other  citizens  of  the  said  county  for  the  incorporation  of  the  Salem  and  Mountain  turn- 
pike company;  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 

Mr.  Allyn  of  Norfolk  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Benevolent  mechanic  society  of  Norfolk  borough  asking 
to  be  allowed  further  time  lor  drawing  the  lottery  granted  to  the  said  society;  which  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee for  courts  of  justice. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Me  of  Wight  to  adopt  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  or  other- 
wise, for  the  prevention  of  disturbance  to  the  proceedings  of  the  two  houses  of  the  general  assembly  by  persons 
in  the  galleries,  and  on  the  privileged  seats  thereof,  and  in  any  other  manner,  and  by  any  other  persons  other 
than  the  members  of  the  two  houses. 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Woou,  Resolced,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  propriety  of  so  amending  the  law  authorizing  clerks  of  courts  to  take  receipts  from  sheriffs  for  process  is- 
sued by  tbem,  as  to  give  the  aherifls  tbe  same  power  of  taking  receipts  from  the  clerks  for  the  return  of  all  law 

proces?,  executions,  &c. 

Mr.  Crutchfield  from  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  reported  that  the  committee  had 
taken  into  consideration  the  bill 

No.  37.  Entitled  "  an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road,"  with  the 
senate's  amendments  thereto,  and  proposed  amendments  to  the  said  amendments. 

He  also  reported  without  amendment  the  following  bill: 

No.  74.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Patterson's  creek  turnpike  company. 

And  presented  reports  upon  the  petitions  of  citizens  of  the  town  of" Front  Royal;  of  Richard  Stevens;  of 
the  convention  at  Giles  courthouse  ;  of  the  counties  of  Frederick,  Clarke,  Jeflerson  and  Loudoun,  for  the  exten- 
sion of  tbe  Northwestern  road  from  Winchester  to  Berry ville ;  of  citizens  of  Winchester  and  the  surrounding 
country,  praying  the  extension  of  said  road  to  Berry's  ferry ;  of  citizens  of  Fairfax  concerning  tolls  on  the  Little 
river  turnpike ;  of  Harrison  and  Monongalia  counties  for  a  bridge  across  Three  fork  river;  and  upon  resolutions 
relative  to  amendments  to  the  general  road  laws  of  the  slate ;  also  the  following  bills  : 

No.  210.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  incorporating  the  Buchanan  and  Salem  turnpike  com- 
pany ;"  and 

No.  211.  A  bill  authorizing  the  ballast  master  at  Fredericksburg  to  appoint  assistants. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfiblo  the  said  committee  was  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  petition 
of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Frederick  praying  that  a  road  be  made  on  state  account  from  Winchester  to  the 
town  of  Bath,  and  the  said  petition  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Sturm  presented  a  petition  of  William  Logan  praying  that  the  tax  paid  by  him  on  certain  lands  may 
be  refunded,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  finance. 

No.  127.  A  bill  concerning  Squire  Sayre,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson,  amended  on  motions 
of  Messrs.  Lek,  May  and  Stbphenson,  and  as  amended  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Tbe  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following  letter,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman,  was  laid  upon 
the  table : 

RICHMOND,  February  11,  1S40. 
SIR,' — The  board  of  principal  assessors  have  instructed  me  to  communicate  to  the  house  of  delegates,  in 
reply  to  its  resolution  of  the  1st  instant,  that  the  board  will  probably  be  able  to  report  by  the  18th  instant,  the 
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aggregate  amount  of  the  value  of  the  lands  of  this  common  wealth,  under  the  act  of  the  general  assembly,  passed 
the  24th  March  1S3S,  "  authorizing  a  reassessment  of  the  lands  of  this  commonwealth." 

I  have  also  been  instructed  by  the  board  to  say,  that  the  great  amount  of  labour  necessarily  devolving  on 
the  board,  in  equalizing  the  assessments,  and  arriving  at  what  they  considered  a  correct  result,  has  been  the 
cause  of  delay  in  making  this  communication. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  R.  ANDERSON, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Principal  Assessors. 

Thomas  W.  Gilmer,  Esq.,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  agriculture  and  manufactures  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  reviving  tho  act,  entitled  "an  act  to  incorporate  the  Stonewall  iron  manufactory." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  laws  concerning  the  court  of  appeals,  and  changing  the  method  of  proceeding  in 
obtaining  appeals  from  the  circuit  superior  courts,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  May  from  the  committee  of  courts  of  justice  reported  with  amendment  the  following  bill : 

No.  62.  A  bill  charging  real  assets  with  the  payment  of  simple  contract  debts,  and  declaring  the  mode  of 
administering  the  same. 

Also  presented  a  report  upon  the  resolution  in  relation  to  changing  the  venue  in  cases  of  forcible  entry  and 
unlawful  detainer. 

Mr.  Goodb  from  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges  presented  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  the  people 
of  Nansemond  relative  to  Yeates's  free  school ;  and  the  following  bill : 
No.  212.  A  bill  concerning  William  G.  Hull. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southall,  (Mr.  Watts  being  in  the  chair,)  Resolved,  That  a  joint  committee  of  the  se- 
nate and  house  of  delegates  be  appointed  to  announce  to  Thomas  W.  Gilmer  esq.  his  election  to  the  office  of 
chief  magistrate  of  this  commonwealth  for  three  years  from  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  office  of 
the  present  incumbent. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  resolution  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Baker  on  the  21st  ultimo  was  taken  up,  and  being 
amended  on  his  motion,  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  this  house  will,  with  the  joint  vote  of  the  senate,  proceed  on  Thursday  the  twentieth  instant 
to  the  election  of  a  member  of  the  executive  council  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  expiration  of  the  term 
of  service  of  Henry  L.  Hopkins  esq. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  resolution  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May  so  much  of  the  resolution  as  requires  the  speaker  to  vacate  the  chair  at  half  past  two 
o'clock  P.  M.  and  resume  it  at  four  P.  M.  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  be  suspended  for  this  day. 

Mr.  Wadb  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski  presented  sundry  documents  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  seat  of 
justice  of  the  county  of  Pulaski,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

Also  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Montgomery  praying  for  the  passage  of  an  act  repealing  the 
laws  authorizing  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

No.  S3.  A  bill  providing  for  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  justice  for  the  county  of  King  William,  with  the 
substitute  proposed  thereto  by  Mr.  Taylor  of  Mathetcs  and  Middlesex,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  May,  and 
the  said  substitute  being  adopted,  the  said  bill  as  amended  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  68.  A  bill  concerning  the  publication  of  deeds  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Worthingto.n,  read  a 
second  lime  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allyn  of  Norfolk  the  resolution  submitted  by  him  on  the  first  instant  was  taken  up  and 
agreed  to  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  rules  of  this  house  relating  to  the  appointment  of  standing  committees  be  so  amended  as 
to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  standing  committee  to  consist  of  not  less  than  nine  nor  more  than  thirteen 
members,  to  be  entitled  a  committee  on  trade  and  mechanic  arts. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tunstall  the  house  adjourned. 


THURSDAY,  February  13,  1S40. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  February  12,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bills,  entitled, 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  Carnifex  ferry  bridge  company." 
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"  An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act  incorporating  the  trustees  of  the  Union  academy  of  Campbell.' " 

An  act  incorporating  the  trustees  of  the  Concord  female  seminary." 
"  An  act  to  increase  the  stock  of  the  Dover  coal  mining  company,  and  to  grant  them  manufacturing  privi- 
leges;" and 

"  An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  4  an  act  to  incorporate  the  trustees  of  the  Halifax  academy.' " 

And  they  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  for  the  election  of  the  first  and  second  auditors,  the  treasurer,  re- 
gister of  the  land-office  and  secretary  of  the  commonwealth  and  librarian. 

The  speaker  announced  the  following  as  the  standing  committee  on  trade  and  mechanic  arts  :  Messrs.  Allyn 
of  Norfolk  borough,  Robertson,  Bayly,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Lawson,  Venablc,  Ilamlett,  Reynolds,  Smith  of  Mason 
and  Jackson,  Shipman,  Spoils,  Snyder  and  Fox. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Beard,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures  enquire  into  the 
expediency  of  incorporating  the  Mercer  manufacturing  company  in  the  county  of  Loudoun. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Waldbn,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures  be  instructed 
to  enquire  into  the  necessity  of  guarding  in  some  mode  provided  by  law  the  agricultural  interest  of  this  com- 
monwealth from  the  injury  which  is  sustained  by  the  sale  and  purchase  of  plaster  of  paris  of  a  useless  quality. 

Mr.  Venable  from  the  committe  on  banks  reported  with  amendments  the  following  bill: 

No.  112.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Lewisburg  savings  institution,  society  or  bank. 

Mr.  Dorman  from  the  committee  of  finance  presented  reports  upon  the  petitions  of  Guy  D.  French  and 
William  Chapman. 

Mr.  Watts  from  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  presented  the  following  bills: 
No.  213.  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Holliday's  cove  turnpike  company ;  and 
No.  214.  A  bill  authorizing  Alexander  H.  Creel  to  establish  a  ferry  across  the  Ohio  river. 
No.  75.  The  bill,  entitled  "an  act  concerning  the  duty  of  executors  and  administrators,  and  wills  of  per- 
sonal estate,"  with  the  amendments  thereto  proposed  by  the  senate,  was  taken  up,  and  the  first,  second,  third  and 
fifth  amendments  were  agreed  to ;  the  fourth  amendment  was  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mat,  and  as  amended 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  inform  the  senate  thereof  and  request  their  concurrence  in  the  said  amendment  to 
their  fourth  amendment. 

No.  109.  An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  an  increase  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Rappahannock  company  was 
read  a  third  time;  thereupon  a  clause  by  way  of  rydcr  thereto  was  submitted  by  Mr.  Crutchfield,  which 
was  read  the  first  and  second  times  and  forthwith  engrossed ;  and  the  question  being  put  upon  the  passage  of  the 
said  bill  and  ryder  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Venable  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ates — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan, 
Fox,  Broadus,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Baker,  Byrd,  Erskinc,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White, 
Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Lawson,  Beard,  Lips- 
comb, Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Chapman,  Hodges,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  M'Connell,  Hiden, 
Hiner,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Roberts,  Wralden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Conn, 
Bare,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh  and  Spolts — 61. 

Nobs — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell, 
Hannah,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren, 
Wilson,  Whitworth,  Craffbrd,  Roane,  Powell,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of 
Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Wright, 
Ewing,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Orgain,  Banks,  Baskcrville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Evans,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pu- 
laski, Massie,  Ycrby,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Aleshire,  Michaux,  Venable,  Heath,  Ratclifle,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith 
of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Griever,  Ridley,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walker 
and  Stangcr— 69. 

Resolved,  That  said  bill  be  rejected. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  communication  from  the  governor  as  president  of  the  Board  of  public 
works,  transmitting  reports  of  the  principal  engineer  in  relation  to  various  locations,  surveys  and  examinations 
made  by  him  during  the  past  year,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ridlet  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed.    [See  Report  Board  Public  Works  and  Documents.] 

The  speaker  also  laid  before  tbe  house  a  further  communication  from  the  governor  transmitting  a  report  and 
resolutions  adopted  by  tho  legislature  of  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  in  relation  to  a  controversy  between  the 
states  of  Georgia  and  Maine,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lee  was  referred  to  the  select  committee  on  the  gover- 
nor's message  relative  to  a  demand  made  by  the  executive  of  this  state  upon  the  governor  of  New  York,  for  the 
surrender  of  certain  fugitives  from  justice. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ridlet  that  the  house  adopt  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  this  commonwealth  be  requested  to  obtain  from  the  governor  of  New  Jer- 
sey certified  copies  of  all  the  papers  that  were  before  him  and  his  privy  council  prior  to  his  making  a  return  of 
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members  to  represent  that  state  in  the  26th  congress  of  the  United  Slates ;  also  to  call  on  the  secretary  of  state 
of  that  state  for  a  copy  of  the  journal  of  the  proceedings  thereon  had  by  the  governor  and  council  when  assem- 
bled for  the  purpose  of  casting  up  the  whole  number  of  votes  polled  in  said  election,  and  communicate  the  same 
to  this  house  upon  the  receipt  thereof. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Venable  that  the  same  be  laid  upon  the  table  and  be  printed,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gregory  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows  : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Tborn- 
burg,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Powell,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson, 
Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight, 
Wright,  Fontaine,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Baskervillc,  Goode,  Clayton, 
Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Hudnall,  Fitzge- 
rald, Hiden,  Alcshirc,  Hiner,  Michaux,  Vennble,  Heath,  Ratclifle,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Ship- 
man,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotis,  Goodson  and  Stnnger — 69. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of 
Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Cardwell,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Craf- 
ford,  Roane,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Erskine,  Buits,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Ham- 
lelt,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tnyloc  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond, 
Lawsnn,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Evans,  Hodges,  Massie,  Watts, 
Etheridge,  Yerby,  M'Connell,  May,  Tuustall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman, 
Smith  of  Russell,  Crutchlield,  Stephenson,  Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 05. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Venable  that  the  said  resolution  be  referred  to  the  select  committee  to 
whom  the  communication  from  the  governor  of  New  Jersey  was  referred,  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Venable  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Cox,  Craffbrd,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax, 
Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Goode,  Clayton,  Myers 
of  Morgan,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Fitzgerald,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Heath,  Ratclifle,  Sny- 
der, Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Spolts  and  Goodson — 31. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford, 
Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  To- 
ler, Fox,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Roane,  Powell,  Marshall, 
Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Guerrant,  Erskine,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson, 
Allen  of  Hampshire,  While,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Han  i,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of 
King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Taylor  of  Ma- 
thews and  Middlesex,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Baskerville,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and 
Pulaski,  Hodges,  Massie,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  Hudnall,  M'Connell,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  May,  Tunstall, 
Keen,  Tallman,  Roberts,  Sturm,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman, 
Conn,  Griever,  Ridley,  CrutchGeld,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Stephenson,  Walker,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and 
Stanger— 91. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  adopting  the  said  resolution,  and  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Ridley,  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Thornburg,  Craffbrd,  Powell,  Howell,  Baker,  King, 
Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Armstrong,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Lips- 
comb, Orgain,  Banks,  Baskerville,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan, 
Hudnall,  Hiner,  Michaux,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Slurm,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell, 
Quillen,  Conn,  Ridley,  Prince  and  Goodson — 41. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford, 
Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of 
Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of 
Franklin,  Guerrant,  Erskine,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Seymour,  Lee,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of 
Wight,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Law- 
son,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson, 
Goode,  Evans,  Hodges,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Ale- 
shire, May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Venable,  Roberts,  Walden,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Griever, 
Crutchficld,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Walker,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 76. 

On  motion  o(  Mr.  Lee,  Raolttd,  That  the  principal  engineer  communicate  to  this  house  any  information  in 
his  possession  touching  the  recent  loss  of  the  bridge  on  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road  across  Elk  creek  at  its 
mouth  in  the  county  of  Harrison,  together  with  his  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  of  immediately  rebuilding  the 
same  on  a  proper  plan  and  an  estimate  of  the  probable  cost  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman  the  house  adjourned. 
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FRIDAY,  February  14,  1840. 


IN  SENATE,  February  13,  1840. 


"  An  act  to  establish  a  company  of  light  infantry  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  and  for  other  purposes." 
They  have  also  passed  the  bill,  entitled 

"An  act  to  incorporate  the  Potomac  and  Alleghany  coal  and  iron  manufacturing  company,"  with  an  amend- 
ment, in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

They  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  for  announcing  to  Thomas  W.  Gilmer  esq.  his  election  as  governor,  and 
have  appointed  a  committee  on  their  part. 

Tbey  have  also  agreed  to  the  resolution  for  the  election  of  a  member  of  the  executive  council,  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  tbey  request  the  concurrence  of  the  bouse  of  delegates. 

The  said  amendments  were  severally  agreed  to,  and  the  clerk  was  ordered  to  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

The  speaker  (Mr.  Watts  being  in  the  chair,)  appointed  the  following  as  the  committee  to  announce  to 
Thom  ,  <  W.  Gilmer  bis  election  as  governor  of  this  commonwealth :  Messrs.  Southall,  Crutchficld,  Lee,  Ridley 
and  Dorman. 

Mr.  Wilson  from  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures  presented  the  following  bills : 

No.  215.  A  bill  to  revive  the  act  to  incorporate  the  Stonewall  iron  manufacturing  company;  and 

No.  216.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Montpelier  marble  company  in  the  county  of  Orange. 

Mr.  Tayloe  of  King  George  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  treasurer's  office  presented  a 

report  upon  the  treasurer's  accounts. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Resolved,  That  the  use  of  the  ball  of  this  bouse  be  tendered  to 

the  several  conventions  which  are  expected  to  assemble  in  this  city  on  the  twentieth  and  twenty-fourth  days  of 

the  present  month. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  an 
act  to  incorporate  the  Hanover  and  Henrico  exploring  and  mining  company,"  passed  March  7th,  1338,  and  that 
Messrs.  White,  M'Rae,  Fontaine,  Corbin  and  Lipscomb  prepare  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kennedy,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire 
into  the  expediency  of  changing  the  mode  of  selecting  jurors  for  the  several  courts  of  this  commonwealth,  and 
of  allowing  them  a  per  diem  compensation  for  their  services. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Dorman  that  the  house  adopt  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  finance  bo  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  suspending  during 
the  present  year  the  further  execution  of  the  geological  survey  of  this  slate. 
And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson  of  Wood  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Lockridge,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Broadus, 
Wilson,  Whitworth,  Craflbrd,  Roane,  Marshall,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Hali- 
fax, Clark  of  Halifax,  White,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Orgain,  Banks, 
Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Clayton,  Fitzgerald,  Aleshire,  Keen,  Michaux,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm, 
Waltl  en,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Conn,  Bare,  Grievcr,  Fitzhugh, 
Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts  and  Walker — 53. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Southnll,  Carpenter,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mit- 
chell, Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Flood,  Fox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren, 
Scott,  Alderson,  Howell,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Seymour, 
Lee,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond, 
Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramcy,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Caldwell,  Goode,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgo- 
mery and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Allvn  of  .Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etlicritlge,  Yerby,  Hudnall, 
M'Connell,  Hiden,  Hiner,  Tunstall,  Tallman,  Venable,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Dorman,  Quillen,  Stephenson,  Good- 
son,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Sianger — 63. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  V SNARLS  leave  was  granted  to  Samuel  Lyle  and  others  to  withdraw  their  petition  pre- 
sented at  the  present  session  of  the  general  assembly. 

Mr.  Stephenson  from  the  committee  of  claims  presented  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  John  Capron;  and 
the  following  bills : 

No.  217.  A  bill  concerning  Edward  H.  Wotnwell. 

No.  218.  A  bill  concerning  Thomas  C  Burwell  and  Octavius  A.  Harvey;  and 
No.  219.  A  bill  concerning  Benjamin  Sheppard  administrator  of  John  P.  Shields  deceased. 
Mr.  Stephenson  announced  that  the  said  committee  having  finished  its  business,  had  no  farther  use  for  a 
clerk,  and  that  officer  was  accordingly  ordered  to  be  discharged. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Jl'igfa  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  presented  a  report  upon  the 


37 


Digitized  by  Google 


146 


JOURNAL  OP  THE   HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES. 


petitions  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Augusta  for  a  separate  election  in  the  town  of  Greensville ;  and  the  fol- 
lowing bills : 

No.  220.  A  hill  to  change  the  place  of  holding  a  separate  election  in  the  county  of  Nansemond. 
No.  221.  A  bill  to  revive  and  amend  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  prescribing  the  "mode  of  electing  trustees  for 
the  town  of  Covington,  in  the  county  of  Alleghany,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and 
No.  222.  A  bill  to  establish  the  town  of  Dranesville,  in  the  county  of  Halifax. 
And  reported  without  amendment  the  following  bill: 

No.  134.  A  bill  establishing  the  county  of —  ,  of  parts  of  the  counties  of  Harrison,  Lewis  and 

Wood. 

Mr.  Beard  from  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  presented  a  report  upon  the  resolution  re- 
quiring turnpike  companies  to  obtain  leave  of  the  county  courts  to  occupy  public  roads;  and  the  following  bills: 
No.  223.  A  bill  making  further  provision  for  opening  a  certain  road  in  the  counties  of  Bath  and  Alleghany ;  and 
No.  224.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Salem  and  Bent  mountain  turnpike  company. 

Mr.  Tunstat.l  from  ibe  committee  on  the  public  library  reported  without  amendment  the  following  bill : 
No.  11S.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Mercantile  library  association  of  Richmond. 

Mr.  Tunstall  presented  a  statement  of  the  polls  taken  in  the  county  of  Pittsylvania  for  and  against  a 
new  county  proposed  to  be  formed  out  of  parts  of  the  counties  of  Bedford,  Pittsylvania,  Franklin  and  Camp- 
bell, which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

Mr.  Caldwell  presented  sundry  allidavits  to  be  used  as  evidence  in  reference  to  the  application  of  T.  and 
E.  Pollock  for  a  ferry  across  the  Ohio  river,  which  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Hannah  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Botetourt  asking  to  change  the  place  of  hold- 
ing the  separate  election  in  said  county  from  the  house  of  £.  Sweetland  in  the  town  of  Pattonsburg,  to  the  Hob- 
house  tavern  in  the  town  of  Buchanan. 

Mr.  Armstrong  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Harrison  for  the  establishment  of  the  town  of 
Boothsville  in  said  county. 

The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M'Cub  the  fifth  rule  of  the  house  was  suspended,  and  the  vote  concurring  with  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  in  rejecting  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Augusta  for  a  change 
of  the  separate  election  now  held  at  the  house  of  Robert  Duulap  to  the  town  of  Deer  field,  was  reconsidered. 

The  said  resolution  was  again  read  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petitioners  be  rejected  for  want  of  notice. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  M'Cce  to  amend  the  same  by  striking  out  the  words  "be  rejected  for  want 
of  notice,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  is  reasonable  ;"  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  said  resolution  as  amended  was  agreed  to,  and  the  committee  was  ordered 
to  prepare  a  bill  conformably  therewith. 

No.  37.  A  bill,  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road,"  with 
the  amendments  thereto  proposed  by  the  senate,  and  the  amendments  reported  by  the  committee  of  roads  and 
internal  navigation,  was  taken  up. 

The  first  and  second  amendments  proposed  by  the  senate  were  agreed  to  ;  the  third  and  fourth  amendments 
were  disagreed  to;  the  fifth  amendment  was  amended  according  to  the  recommendation  of  the  committee,  and 
as  amended  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  inform  the  senate  thereof,  and  request  their  concurrence  in  the  said  amendments 
to  their  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Venable,  Resolred,  That  the  second  auditor  report  to  this  house  whether  any  joint  stock 
companies  in  which  the. state  is  a  stockholder,  have  failed  to  make  reports  to  the  Board  of  public  works,  if  any, 
what  companies  have  failed  to  report,  and  the  interest  said  Board  of  public  works  has  in  such  companies. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Banks,  Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  Ebenezer  Eliason, 
William  P.  Eliason  and  Ebenezer  Eliason,  jr.  to  erect  a  toll-bridge  across  the  Rapid  Ann  river  near  Barnctl's 
ford,  from  the  lands  of  Ebenezer  Eliason  in  the  county  of  Madison,  to  the  lands  of  William  P.  Eliason  in  the 
county  of  Orange,  and  that  Messrs.  Hanks,  Hidcn,  Broadus,  Lipscomb,  Marshall  and  Aleshirc  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  May  from  the  committee  for  court3  of  justice  reported  without  amendment  the  following  bill: 

No.  1 19.  A  bill  concerning  the  water  works  of  the  city  of  Richmond. 

Also  with  amendments  the  following  bill : 

No.  01.  A  bill  amending  the  charter  of  the  town  of  Winchester. 

Mr.  Watts  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Portsmouth  and  Uoanokc  tail-road  company,  for  an  amendment 
of  the  act  of  March  20th,  1S39,  increasing  their  capital  stock  and  for  other  purposes,  which  was  referred  to  the 
committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Robertson  that  so  much  of  the  resolution  as  requires  the  chair  to  be  vacated 
at  half  past  two,  and  again  resumed  at  the  hour  of  4  o'clock,  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays  be  suspended 
for  this  day,  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  iu  the  negative. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Clarke  of  Surry  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows  : 

Aybs — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Southall,  Wood,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell, 
Flood,  Roane,  Scott,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Seymour,  Lee,  M'Kae,  Hamlett,  Worthington,  Reynolds, 
Wright,  Fontaine,  Beard,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jack- 
son, Goode,  Hodges,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Michaux, 
Carroll  of  Preston,  Ratclifle,  Sturm,  Walden,  Robertson,  Lcyburn,  Dorman,  Shipman,  Conn,  Bare,  Fitzhugb, 
Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walker  and  Stancer — 63. 

Noes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  M'Cue,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan, 
Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Card  well,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus, 
Whitworth,  Craffbrd,  Marshall,  Alderson,  Howell,  Hale,  Byrd,  Kins,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskinc,  Butts,  Clark 
of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Rich- 
mond, Ewing,  Ramey,  Banks,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Mas- 
sie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Hudnall,  Aleshirc,  Hincr,  Venable,  Roberts,  Heath,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rocking- 
ham, Quillen,  Griever,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  and  Jackson  of  Wood — 55. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed  : 

No.  117.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Wellsburg  Jefferson  seminary. 

No.  122.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Hot  springs  company  in  the  "county  of  Bath. 

No.  129.  A  bill  exempting  the  counties  of  Prince  William  and  Campbell  from  the  operation  of  an  act  con- 
cerning apprentices,  passed  April  6,  1839. 

No.  131.  A  bill  to  increase  and  regulate  the  tolls  on  the  Powhatan  rail-road,  and  the  Tuckahoe  and  James 
river  rail-road ;  and 

No.  135.  A  bill  changing  the  manner  of  appointing  an  inspector  of  Hour  and  indian  meal  in  the  town  of 
Winchester. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  bills  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

No.  130.  An  engrossed  bill  incorporating  the  Princess  Anne  and  Kempsville  canal  companies  was  also  read 
a  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Roberts  carry  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cabell,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  constructing  a  road  from  New  Market  in  Nelson  county,  by  Variety  and  Rose 
aoills  to  a  point  at  or  near  the  Buffalo  springs  in  the  county  of  Amherst,  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reynolds,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures  be  instructed 
to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  declaring  the  Kanawha  river  a  lawful  fence  from  the  mouth  of  Paint  creek  to 
the  mouth  of  Morris's  creek  in  Kauawha  county. 

The  following  reports  of  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  were  severally  read  and  agreed  to: 

The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have,  according  to  order,  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  Martha 
A.  Elliott  and  others,  to  them  referred,  praying  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  real  estate 
therein  mentioned,  and  have  come  to  the  following  resolution  thereupon  : 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  rejected. 

The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have,  acording  to  order,  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  Mary 
Pruden  and  others,  to  them  referred,  praying  that  certain  real  estate  therein  mentioned  may  be  sold,  and  have 
come  to  the  following  resolution  thereupon  : 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  rejected. 

The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have,  according  to  order,  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  the  county  of  Bedford,  to  them  referred,  praying  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  imposition  of 
a  county  tax  on  dogs,  and  have  come  to  the  following  resolution  thereupon  : 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  rejected. 

The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have,  according  to  order,  enquired  into  the  expediency  of  furnishing 
the  clerks  of  the  county  courts  of  the  respective  counties  of  this  commonwealth  with  a  copy  of  the  journal  of  the 
house  of  delegates,  in  the  manner  the  acts  of  the  general  assembly  are  now  distributed,  to  be  kept  in  the  office 
of  said  clerk  for  the  use  of  the  public :  Whereupon, 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  furnish  the  clerks  of  the  county  courts  with 
the  journal  aforesaid. 

The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have,  according  to  order,  enquired  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the 
act,  entitled  "an  act  concerning  the  processioning  of  lands,"  passed  February  2G,  1S39,  by  repealing  so  much 
of  said  act  as  requires  a  majority  of  the  acting  justices  of  the  county  to  bo  present  when  the  appointment  au- 
thorized to  be  made  by  said  act  is  made:  Whereupon, 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  inexpedient  so  to  amend  the  said  act. 

The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have,  according  to  order,  enquired  into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  by 
law  the  employing  of  slaves,  free  negroes  and  roulattoes  at  public  lerrics  within  this  commonwealth,  across  the 
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Potomac  or  Ohio  rivers,  and  the  landing  of  slaves,  free  negroes,  or  mulattocs  on  the  Virginia  shore  of  either  of 
said  rivers,  when  they  may  he  employed  in  any  way  whatever  on  public  ferry  boats :  Whereupon, 

Resolved  as  the  ojnnion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  the  prohibition  aforesaid. 

The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have,  according  to  order,  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  the  county  of  Mathews,  to  them  referred,  praying  for  certain  privileges  in  hauling  seines,  and  have 
come  to  the  following  resolution  thereupon : 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  rejected. 

The  committee  of  courts  of  justice,  to  whom  was  referred  "the  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  the  corporation 
of  Fredericksburg  and  town  of  Falmouth,  praying  legislative  interposition  to  restrain  the  Richmond,  Fredericks- 
burg and  Potomac  rail-road  company  from  so  locating  and  constructing  their  bridge  across  the  Rappahannock 
river  as  to  injure  the  navigation  of  said  river,"  have  bad  the  same  under  consideration,  and  after  due  examina- 
tion and  reflection,  submit  the  following  report: 

It  appears  from  the  said  memorial,  that  the  said  rail-road  company  was  incorporated  by  the  legislature,  by 
an  act,  passed  February  25th,  1834,  granting  the  privilege  of  constructing  or  making  a  road  from  some  point 
within  the  corporation  of  Richmond  to  some  point  within  the  corporation  of  Fredericksburg,  and  of  continuing 
the  same  from  its  point  of  termination  in  the  town  of  Fredericksburg  to  the  Potomac  river  or  some  creek  thereof. 
That  the  said  company  having  made  the  said  rail-road  from  Richmond  to  Fredericksburg,  has  commenced  the 
work  of  continuing  it  to  the  Potomac  river  or  its  waters,  and  for  that  purpose  has  begun  the  construction  of  a 
bridge  across  the  Rappahannock  river,  such  bridge  to  be  constructed  upon  four  large  piers — the  effect  of  erect- 
ing such  piers,  the  memorialists  declare,  will  be  greatly  to  impede  and  obstruct  the  navigation  of  the  river  by 
causing  a  deposite  to  be  made  of  earth  and  sand,  and  to  extend  for  some  distance  below  each  pier.  In  confir- 
mation of  their  opinion,  as  to  the  effect  of  such  erection,  the  memorialists  refer  to  the  present  condition  of  the 
river,  caused  by  the  erection,  some  years  since  at  nearly  the  same  place,  of  abridge  upon  piers  of  a  smaller  size, 
and  to  the  effect,  at  present  observable,  from  the  construction  of  certain  coffer  dams,  built  by  the  said  company, 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  the  piers  of  their  bridge.  The  memorialists  entertaining  apprehensions  fatal  to  the 
use  of  the  said  river,  for  the  purpose  of  navigation,  ask  the  legislature  to  restrain  the  said  rail-road  company 
from  so  locating  and  constructing  the  said  bridge  as  to  injure  the  navigation  of  the  said  river. 

The  committee  have  examined  the  act  of  assembly  incorporating  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Poto- 
mac rail-road  company.  By  that  act  the  company  arc  authorized  to  extend  their  road  from  its  point  of  termi- 
nation within  the  town  of  Fredericksburg  to  the  Potomac  river,  or  some  creek  thereof,  and  indeed  such  is  de- 
clared in  the  first  section  of  the  said  act  to  be  the  purpose,  in  part,  for  which  the  company  was  incorporated. 
By  a  subsequent  section  of  said  charter,  the  president  and  directors  of  said  company  are  invested  with  all  the 
rights  and  powers  necessary  for  the  construction  of  said  road,  and  to  make  and  to  construct  all  works  whatso- 
ever which  may  be  necessary  and  expedient  to  the  proper  completion  of  the  said  rail-road.  By  another  section 
of  the  charter,  express  authority  to  erect  bridges  is  given  to  the  president  and  directors  of  said  company,  with 
the  privilege  of  demanding  tolls  for  passing  the  same.  Upon  this  last  authority  there  is  this  restriction,  which 
may  be  deemed  to  have  some  bearing  upon  the  subject  of  the  said  memorial :  "  That  no  bridge  other  than  a 
rail-road  bridge  shall  be  constructed  across  the  Rappahannock  river  at  the  town  of  Fredericksburg  without  tlie 
consent  of  the  proprietors  of  the  bridges  already  erected  at  the  said  town,  or  at  the  town  of  Falmouth." 

From  this  statement  of  the  authority  granted  to  the  rail-road  company,  it  is  evident  to  the  committee,  that 
in  the  erection  of  the  bridge  of  which  the  memorialists  complain,  the  company  are  exercising  only  the  powers 
conferred  by  their  charter.  Indeed  from  the  fact  of  the  mention  of  a  bridge  across  the  Rappahannock,  and  the 
especial  restriction  imposed  upon  the  company  in  the  charter,  in  the  erection  of  such  bridge,  it  appears  mani- 
fest to  the  committee  that  the  subject  of  the  complaint  of  the  memorialists  was  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
legislature  when  the  charter  was  granted. 

From  information  derived  from  the  president  of  the  rail-road  company,  the  committee  learn  that  when 
the  road  was  about  to  be  located,  the  constituted  authorities  of  Fredericksburg  were  consulted,  and  the  subject 
of  the  effect  of  the  erection  of  this  bridge,  and  of  the  location  of  this  road,  was  duly  considered— especially  so 
far  as  such  erection  would  probably  affect  the  navigation  of  the  Rappahannock  river — similar  consultations  and 
interviews  were  had  with  different  influential  citizens  of  Fredericksburg  and  Falmouth.  The  understanding  was 
distinctly  had,  between  the  olliccrs  of  the  company  and  the  authorities  of  Fredericksburg  and  the  town  of  Fal- 
mouth, that  the  road  and  the  bridge  should  be  located  and  constructed,  as  has  been  done  by  the  company. 
Agreeably  thereto  the  company  have  commenced  the  work  of  constructing  the  road  and  building  the  bridge, 
and  for  that  purpose  have  expended  considerable  money  and  labour,  not  only  in  erecting  the  bridge  and  construct- 
ing the  road  near  the  residence  of  the  memorialists,  but  also  between  Fredericksburg  and  the  point  of  termina- 
tion of  the  rail-road  on  the  waters  of  the  Potomac.  The  memorialists  do  not  allege  any  breach  of  this  under- 
standing between  the  rail-road  company  and  themselves,  either  by  the  change  of  location  of  the  road,  or  in  the 
mode  of  erecting  the  bridge,  but  assert  what  may  be  the  probable  consequences  from  the  acts  of  the  company. 
These  acts  were  anticipated  by  the  legislative  authority,  and  the  power  and  privilege  of  performing  them  granted 
by  the  charter ;  they  were  moreover  the  subject  of  treaty  and  arrangement  between  the  memorialists  and  the 
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company.  What  may  be  the  effect  of  the  erection  of  the  bridge  it  is  not  practicable  for  the  committee  to  ascer- 
tain. The  company  by  its  officers  deny  that  the  cflect  will  be  as  the  memorialists  allege,  and  admitting  that  the 
filling  up  of  the  river  should  follow  the  erection  of  the  piers  upon  which  the  bridge  is  to  rest,  it  by  no  means 
follows  that  such  piers  will  cause  any  obstruction  to  the  navigation  of  the  river.  The  river  is  navigable  only  to 
the  head  of  tide-water,  and  an}'  deposile  caused  by  an  obstruction  to  the  stream  will  be  made  at  that  point, 
where  the  current  and  the  tide  meet.  That  point  is  above  the  head  of  ship  navigation.  And  from  the 
character  of  the  land  bordering  on  the  Rappahannock,  being  liable  to  wash,  and  the  experience  of  the  country 
as  represented  to  the  committee,  it  is  deemed  probable,  that  the  river  will  gradually  fill  up  to  an  uncertain  dis- 
tance below  that  point  where  the  current  meets  the  refluent  tide.  Indeed  the  committee  understand,  that  the 
deposile  has  already  begun  to  be  made  above  the  location  of  the  bridge  in  question,  and  it  remains  to  be  deter- 
mined by  time,  how  farit  will  extend,  but  the  opinion  appears  reasonable,  that  no  other  than  a  sudden  forma- 
tion to  a  greater  extent  than  could  possibly  happen  from  the  ordinary  deposile  of  alluvial  matter,  ought  or  should 
be  ascribed  to  any  obstructions  offered  by  objects  placed  in  the  stream. 

Admitting,  however,  the  complaints  of  the  memorialists  to  be  well  founded,  the  question  arises  what  legis- 
lative remedy  can  be  adopted.  The  memoiialists  ask  that  some  "  restraining"  act  of  legislation  be  adopted.  The 
committee  are  not  aware  of  any  such  power  residing  in  the  legislature.  The  company  are  in  the  exercise  of 
such  rights  and  privileges  as  are  conferred  by  their  act  of  incorporation,  and  not  assuming  any  beyond  those 
expressly  granted.  The  legislature  might  very  properly  have  denied  the  power  to  build  the  bridge  in  question,  or 
have  accompanied  the  grant  of  such  power  with  any  conditions  deemed  at  the  time  prudent  or  expedient. 
Such  power  and  right  have,  however,  been  granted  unconditionally,  and  it  is  beyond  the  legislative  authority  to 
forbid  their  exercise,  or  to  investigate  any  alleged  abuse  of  them.  Had  the  legislature  the  power  or  authority  for 
such  investigation,  it  would  be  inconvenient  and  impracticable  to  exercise  it.  Questions  of  fact  and  of  private 
right,  are  not  properly  and  justly  determinable  by  ex  parte  representations,  and  information  not  liable  to  that  ob- 
jection cannot  well  or  conveniently  be  communicated  to  the  legislature. 

It  has  been  suggested  to  the  committee  that  it  was  competent  to  the  legislature  to  refuse  certain  applications 
for  its  aid  made  by  the  rail-road  company,  unless  the  company  would  guard  against  the  .injuries  or  evds  appre- 
hended by  the  memorialists,  or  make  the  grant  of  such  applications  conditional  for  the  protection  of  their  rights 
and  interests.  For  what  purposes  the  company  appeals  to  the  legislature,  the  committee  is  not  strictly  informed, 
but  admitting  that  such  applications  arc  for  aid  to  effect  the  general  purposes  for  which  the  company  was  incor- 
porated, it  does  not  seem  just  or  proper  to  the  committee  to  make  the  grant  of  such  aid,  to  be  conditioned  that 
the  evils  or  injuries  anticipated  by  the  memorialists  shall  not  be  experienced  by  them.    This  rail-road  is  an  im- 

Eortant  and  an  expensive  improvement.  In  it  the  state  has  an  interest  of  considerable  magnitude — individuals 
ave  made  investments  to  a  large  amount — the  completion  of  the  enterprise  by  the  route  commenced  may  be 
the  most  desirable  and  profitable — the  grant  of  the  applications  by  the  company  for  aid  may  be  essential  to  the 
prosecution  and  profitable  completion  of  the  rood.  A  regard  for  the  interests  of  the  stale  and  of  the  individual 
stockholders  equally  forbid  that  legislative  aid  should  be  withheld  because  in  the  prosecution  of  this  work,  a  por- 
tion of  the  community  may  perchance  experience  evil  from  certain  improvements  necessary  to  the  completion  of 
the  work.  And  in  this  case  must  be  added  the  consideration  that  the  memorialists  interposed  no  objections  until 
the  work  commenced,  or  if  they  did,  they  were  satisfied  by  the  assurances  and  promises  of  the  agents  of  the 
com  pany. 

The  memorialists  are  not  however  withont  remedy  for  any  injury  which  they  may  experience  either  as  indivi- 
duals or  as  a  community.  For  any  invasion  of  their  rights  as  individuals  the  charter  furnishes  a  remedy.  For 
any  injury  experienced  by  the  community,  affecting  either  its  health  or  its  property,  it  is  apprehended  that  the 
corporation  is  amenable  to  the  courts  of  "the  commonwealth,  1o  whom  it  is  conceived  belongs  the  legal  authority 
to  abate  the  cause  of  such  public  evil.  Moreover  "  to  prevent  any  injury  that  cannot  be  adequately  compensated 
in  damages,"  the  courts  may  interpose  by  injunction.  In  some  one  of  the  numerous  remedies  provided  by  the 
law  for  the  maintenance  and  protection  of  the  rights,  public  and  private,  of  persons  and  property,  it  is  appre- 
hended that  the  memorialists  can  seek  and  find  that  relief  which  they  desire,  and  to  which  they  may  be  entitled. 

The  committee  were  desired  by  the  parties  interested  to  submit  upon  the  subject  of  the  memorial  a  special 
report.  To  this  request  must  be  assigned  the  departure  from  their  usual  mode  of  proceeding,  simply  submitting 
a  resolution,  without  setting  forth  the  reason  for  the  same. 

For  the  reasons  set  forth  in  this  report,  the  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  be  rejected. 

The  following  report  of  the  committee  on  the  militia  laws  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

The  committee  on  the  militia  laws  have  considered  the  resolution,  to  them  referred,  directing  them  to  en- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  forming  a  regiment  in  the  county  of  Pulaski,  out  of  parts  of  the  35th  and  76th  re- 
giments, and  have  come  to  the  following  resolution  thereupon : 

Resolved  at  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  form  said  regiment;  as  the  authority  to  do 
so  is,  under  the  existing  laws,  conferred  on  the  executive. 

3S 


Digitized  by  Google 


150 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES. 


The  following  reports  of  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  were  read  and  agreed  to: 
The  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  have,  according  to  order,  bad  under  consideration  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  citizens  of  the  county  of  Loudoun,  praying  a  revisal  and  amendment  of  the  road  laws  of  the 
commonwealth ;  and  that  a  property  tax  be  assessed  by  the  respective  county  courts,  to  be  applied  to  the  open- 
ing and  repairing  of  roads  and  the  construction  of  bridges  :  Whereupon, 
Unsolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  said  petition  be  rejected. 

The  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  have  according  to  order  enquired  into  "the  propriety  of 
directing  the  foreclosure  of  tho  mortgage  on  the  road  from  the  mouth  of  Fishing  creek  on  the  Ohio  river  to  the 
stale  line  in  the  direction  of  Smilhfield  :"  Whereupon, 

Raoltxd  <u  the  opinion  of  thit  committee,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  direct  a  foreclosure  of  said  mortgage  be- 
fore the  1st  of  July  1841. 

Several  reports  of  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice,  rejecting  the  petitions  of  Levi  Blankcnsbip,  of  Reese 
Browning  and  of  Daniel  D.  Jones,  were,  on  motions  severally  made  ordered  to  be  recommitted. 
The  following  bills  were  read  the  first  and  ordered  te  be  read  a  second  time,  viz : 

No.  138.  A  bill  giving  jurisdiction  to  justices  of  the  peace  in  actions  of  trespass  upon  real  and  personal 
property. 

No.  139.  A  bill  amending  the  act  authorizing  the  county  court  of  Monongalia  county  to  raise  money  for  cer- 
tain purposes. 

No.  140.  A  bill  divorcing  Benjamin  Wright  from  his  wife  Mariann. 

No.  142.  A  bill  incorporating  the  trustees  of  Richmond  college. 

No.  143.  A  bill  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  concerning  the  Hampton  academy." 

No.  144.  A  bill  increasing  the  tolls  of  the  Petersburg  rail-road  company. 

No.  145.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  society  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  clergymen  in  the  dio- 
cese of  Virginia. 

No.  146.  A  bill  providing  for  certain  alterations  to  the  hall  of  the  house  of  delegates  and  to  the  interior  of 
the  capilol. 

No.  147.  A  bill  concerning  Verlinda  Perry. 

No.  148.  A  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  Mangohick  in  the  county  of  King  William. 
No.  149.  A  bill  concerning  John  Seabrook. 

No.  161.  A  bill  providing  for  the  erection  of  a  steward's  house  and  for  furnishing  a  supply  of  water  for  the 
Virginia  military  institute. 

No.  162.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Preston  rail-road,  lumber  and  mining  company. 

No.  164.  A  bill  exempting  Gremen  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk  from  serving  on  petit  juries  in  civil  cases. 

No.  155.  A  bill  amending  the  laws  concerning  slaves,  free  negroes  and  mulattoes. 

No.  166.  A  bill  releasing  John  Murdaugh  from  the  penalties  of  the  duelling  act. 

No.  157.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Tazewell  White  sulphur  springs  company. 

No.  158.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Sweet  springs  and  Salt  Sulphur  turnpike  company. 

No.  159.  A  bill  to  incorporate  French's  hotel  company  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk ;  and 

No.  160.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  slaves,  free  negroes 
and  mulattoes,"  passed  11th  March  1S34. 

No.  150.  A  bill  establishing  the  county  of  of  parts  of  the  counties  of  Monongalia  and  Harrison, 

was  read  the  first  and  second  times  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ramey,  and  ordered  to  be  committed. 

Several  reports  of  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  rejecting  resolutions  relative  to  the  application  of  John 
H.  Markle  for  the  investment  of  certain  money  in  lands  in  Missouri ;  concerning  notices  in  cases  of  indeterminate 
leases ;  and  in  relation  to  the  securing  of  ferry  boats  at  night,  were  on  motions  severally  made  ordered  to  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Butts  the  house  adjourned. 


SATURDAY,  February  15,  1840. 
A  communication  was  received  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  February  14,  1S40. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bills,  entitled, 

"  An  act  concerning  tho  preservation  of  records ;"  and 

"An  act  to  incorporate  the  Western  Virginia  silk  and  agricultural  company,"  with  amendments,  in  which 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

The  said  first  bill  and  amendments  were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hodges,  laid  upon  the  table. 
The  said  amendments  to  the  last  bill  were  severally  agreed  to. 
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Ordered,  That  the  clerk  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

Mr.  White,  according  to  order,  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  226.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Hanover  and  Henrico  exploring  and 
mining  company." 

Mr.  Beard  from  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  reported  with  amendment  the  follow- 
ing bill : 

No.  90.  A  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company. 
Also  presented  the  following  bills  : 

No.  226.  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Portsmouth  and  Roanoke  rail-road  company  ;  and 

No.  227.  A  bill  incorporating  the  New  Market  and  Buffalo  springs  turnpike  company. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bayly  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  governor's  message  relative  to  a  demand 
made  by  the  executive  of  this  state  upon  the  governor  of  New  York  for  the  surrender  of  certain  fugitives  from 
justice,  was  taken  up  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M'Cue  the  teport  of  the  committee  on  the  militia  laws,  rejecting  the  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  the  county  of  Augusta,  praying  that  a  new  regiment  may  be  created  out  of  the  32d  and  93d  regi- 
ments, was  taken  up  and  ordered  to  be  recommitted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Worthingtox  the  following  report  of  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  was  taken  up 
and  read  : 

The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have,  according  to  order,  had  under  consideration  the  application  of 
John  H.  Markle,  an  infant,  to  them  referred,  that  the  county  court  of  Bedford  be  empowered  to  decree  an  in- 
vestment for  his  benefit,  in  real  estate  in  the  commonwealth  of  Missouri,  and  have  come  to  the  following  resolu- 
tion thereupon : 

Resoltxd  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  application  aforesaid  be  rejected. 

The  said  resolution  was  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burweli.  of  Bedford,  by  striking  out  the  words  "6e 
rejected"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  is  reasonable,"  and  as  amended  agreed  to  by  the  house,  and  a 
bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  conformably  therewith. 

Mr.  Goodb  from  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges  presented  a  report  upon  the  resolution  for  appro- 
priating vacant  lands  to  purposes  of  education ;  and  the  following  bills : 

No.  22S.  A  bill  incorporating  the  trustees  of  the  Blacksburg  female  academy;  and 

No.  229.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Roanoke  circulating  library  company. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Goode  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges  was  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
"the  memorial  of  sundry  citizens  of  Norfolk  county  upon  the  subject  of  schools,  praying  for  a  liberal  and  exten- 
sive system  of  education  in  the  commonwealth ;"  of  the  "  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Halifax  for  a  revision 
and  amendment  of  the  present  system  of  common  schools;"  of  "a  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Halifax  for  an 
enlarged  and  more  efficient  system  of  primary  schools ;"  of  *'  a  petition  from  sundry  citizens  of  Norfolk  on  the 
subject  of  increased  appropriations  to  primary  and  intermediate  schools;"  and  of  "a  petition  of  fifty-two  citi- 
zens of  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  praying  for  a  revision  of  the  law  in  relation  to  the  glebe  funds  and  the  pri- 
mary school  system ;"  and  from  the  resolution  for  establishing  the  district  free  school  system ;  and  the  said  peti- 
tions and  resolution  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  directed  to  enquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  a  more  efficient  and  expeditious  mode  of  giving  notices  to  take  depositions  in 
suits  in  chancery  and  to  attend  the  taking  accounts  before  commissioners. 

Mr.  Beard  and  Mr.  Goodb  each  announced  to  the  house  that  the  committees  of  roads  and  internal  naviga- 
tion and  of  schools  and  colleges  having  finished  the  business  before  them  had  no  further  use  for  a  clerk,  and  that 
officer  was  therefore  discharged  from  farther  attendance  upon  the  said  committees. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Butts  the  fifth  rule  of  the  house  was  suspended,  and  the  vote  concurring  with  the  report 
of  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  in  rejecting  the  petition  of  Mary  Pruden  was  reconsidered. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  to  amend  the  same  so  as  to  reverse  the  decision  of 
the  committee,  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative,  and  the  said  resolution 
was  again  agreed  to. 

Mr.  May  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  reported  that  the  said  committee  had  taken  into  conside- 
ration a  bill 

No.  174.  To  authorize  George  M.  Carrington  and  William  Walker  to  establish  a  ferry  across  James  river  at 
Richmond,  and  had  adopted  a  resolution  recommending  the  rejection  of  the  same. 
Also  presented  the  following  bills : 
No.  2«30.  A  bill  concerning  Edward  Chapman. 

No.  231.  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  court  of  appeals,  and  the  taking  and  trying  ap- 
peals in  chancery  cases,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  said  last  bill  was  taken  up,  read  the  first  and  ordered  to  he  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allyn  of  Norfolk  leave  was  granted  to  William  Davis  and  wife  to  withdraw  their  peti- 
tion presented  at  the  last  general  assembly. 
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No.  69.  An  engrossed  bill  concerning  the  publication  of  deeds ;  and 

No.  127.  An  engrossed  bill  concerning  Squire  Sayre,  were  severally  read  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

The  house  according  to  the  joint  order  of  the  day,  proceeded  by  joint  vote  with  the  senate  to  the  election 
of  a  6rst  and  second  auditor,  a  treasurer,  register  of  the  land-office  and  secretary  of  the  commonwealth  and 
librarian,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Beard  the  rule  of  the  house,  requiring  but  one  vacancy  to  be  filled  at  a  lime, 
was  suspended.  Mr.  Beakd  then  Dominated  Jamrs  E.  Heath  as  first  auditor,  Jiimei  Broim,  jr.  as  second  auditor, 
Lawson  Butfooi  as  treasurer,  Stafford  //.  Parker  as  register  of  the  land-office,  and  William  II.  Richardson  as  se- 
cretary of  the  commonwealth  and  librarian  ;  and  the  senate  having  ticcn  informed  thereof  by  Mr.  Beard,  and 
they  having  agreed  to  the  mode  of  election  indicated,  and  no  person  having  been  added  to  the  nomination  in 
that  house,  the  vole  was  recorded  as  follows : 

For  the  several  Nominees — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Soulhall,  Carpenter,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge, 
Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hannah,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thorn- 
burg,  Toler,  Fox,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Claike  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whiiworth,  Crafford,  Roane, 
Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of 
Grayson,  Erskine,  Bulls,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong, 
M'Kae,  Hnmlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Worthington  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of'  King  George,  Fontaine, 
Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks, 
Caldwell,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson,  Baskerville,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chap- 
man, Wade  of  Monlgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts, 
Etheridge,  Yerby,  Hud  nail",  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hincr,  May,  Tunslall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Vcn- 
able,  Roberts,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Waldcn,  Robertson,  Snyder",  Leyburn,  Dorman.  Smith  of  Rockingham, 
Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Stephenson, 
Goodson,  Walker  and  Stangcr — 114. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Beard,  Stuart,  Clayton,  Lockridge,  Flood  and  Prince  be  a  committee  to  act  jointly 
with  a  committee  from  the  senate  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  joint  vote. 

Mr.  Beard  subsequently  from  the  said  committee,  reported  the  joint  vote  to  be  for  the  several  nominees 
139;  thereupon  James  E.  Heath  was  declared  duly  elected  auditor  of  public  accounts;  James  Brown,  jr. 
duly  elected  second  auditor;  Lawson  Bukfoot  duly  elected  treasurer ;  Stafford  H.  Parker  duly  elected 
register  of  the  land-office ;  and  William  H.  Richardson  secretary  of  the  commonwealth  and  librarian,  each 
for  one  year. 

No.  63.  An  engrossed  bill  providing  for  taking  the  sense  of  the  citizens  of  King  William  county  upon  the 
removal  of  the  seat  of  justice  for  said  county,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  communication  from  the  principal  engineer  in  answer  to  the  resolution 
of  yesterday,  affording  information  relative  to  the  loss  of  the  bridge  on  the  Northwestern  road  across  Elk  creek 
at  its  mouth  in  the  county  of  Harrison,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lee  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 

No.  113.  A  bill,  entitled  "an  act  concerning  the  preservation  of  records,"  with  the  senate's  amendments 
thereto  was  taken  up,  and  the  said  amendments  being  severally  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mat,  were  as 
amended  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  inform  the  senate  thereof,  and  request  their  concurrence  in  the  said  amendments 
to  tbeir  amendments. 

No.  97.  A  bill  concerning  lotteries,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mat  and  read  a  second  time ;  thereupon 
he  offered  a  substitute  therefor,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Scott  the  said  bill  and  substitute  were  laid  upon  the 
table,  and  the  said  substitute  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

No.  82.  A  bill  charging  real  assets  with  the  payment  of  simple  contract  debts,  and  declaring  the  mode  of 
administering  the  same,  with  the  amendments  thereto  proposed  by  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice,  was  taken 
np,  and  the  said  amendments  being  agreed  to,  the  same  as  amended  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  74.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Patterson's  creek  turnpike  company,  was  taken  up  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed. 

No.  112.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Lewisburg  savings  institution,  society  or  bank,  with  the  amendments 
thereto  proposed  by  the  committee  on  banks,  was  taken  up,  and  the  said  amendments  being  agreed  to,  the  same 
as  amended  was  ordered  to  bo  engrossed. 

No.  134.  A  bill  establishing  the  county  of  ,  of  parts  of  the  counties  of  Harrison,  Lewis  and 

Wood,  was  taken  up  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  1 18.  A  bill  incopomting  the  Mercantile  library  association  of  Richmond  ;  and 

No.  119.  A  bill  concerning  the  water  works  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  were  in  like  manner  ordered  to  be 
engrossed. 

No.  61.  A  bill  amending  the  charter  of  the  town  of  Winchester,  with  the  amendments  thereto  proposed  by 
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the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  was  taken  up,  and  the  said  amendments  being  agreed  to,  the  said  bill  was 
farther  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  and  as  amended  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  on  motion  of  Mr.  May  to  be  recommitted. 

No.  120.  A  bill  concerning  western  land  titles ;  and 

No.  121.  A  bill  increasing  the  reward  for  apprehending  runaways  in  certain  cases. 

No.  123.  A  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  M  an  act  for  the  better  organization  of  the  militia,"  was  read  a 
second  time  ;  thereupon  an  amendment  was  submitted  by  Mr.  M'Rae  ;  and  the  said  amendment  being  under 
consideration, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M'Mjxlan  the  house  adjourned. 


MONDAY,  Febbuaby  17,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk: 

IN  SENATE,  February  16,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled, 

"  An  act  making  further  provision  for  completing  the  eastern  section  of  the  road  on  the  route  surveyed  from 
Huntersville  to  Parkersburg,"  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  house  of  de- 
legates. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylob  of  Halifax  the  said  bill  and  amendment  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  leave  of  absence  from  the  service  of  this  house  be  granted  to  Messrs.  Jackson 
of  Wood,  and  Smith  of  Mason  and  Jackson  for  the  remainder  of  the  session,  from  to-morrow,  and  to  Mr.  Wal- 
den  from  to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Beard  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  was  discharged  from  the  petition 
of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Randolph  for  a  change  of  location  of  the  Staunton  and  Parkersburg  road,  and  the 
same  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Beard  from  the  same  committee  presented  a  report  upon  the  memorial  of  the  convention  held  at  Giles 
courthouse  ;  and  the  following  bill : 

No.  231.  A  bill  to  provide  for  rebuilding  the  bridge  on  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road  across  Elk  creek,  in 
the  county  of  Harrison. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Lie  of  Wight  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  presented  a  report  upon  the 
petition  of  Samuel  Freeman. 

Mr.  Allyn  of  Norfolk  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  the  borough  of  Norfolk  for  an  amendment  of 
the  charier  of  said  borough. 

Also  a  report  of  the  court  of  said  borough,  relative  to  the  restrictions  upon  the  ferry  of  the  said  borough. 

Mr.  Sfotts  presented  documents  in  relation  to  the  boundary  line  and  the  incorporation  of  the  town  ofjef- 
fersonville,  in  the  county  of  Tazewell. 

The  said  petition,  report  and  documents  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

No.  111.  A  bill  to  convert  the  loan  of  $150,000  to  the  Winchester  and  Potomac  rail-road  company  into 
stock,  and  for  other  purposes,  with  the  amendments  thereto  proposed  was  taken  up,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sbymoitb, 
and  the  said  amendments  being  agreed  to,  and  the  same  being  further  amended  on  his  motion,  was  as  amended 
ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  82.  An  engrossed  bill  charging  real  assets  with  the  payment  of  simple  contract  debts  and  declaring  the 
mode  of  administering  the  same,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bayly  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 
The  following  engrossed  bills  were  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 
No.  74.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Patterson's  creek  turnpike  company. 
No.  112.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Lewisburg  savings  bank. 

No.  1 18.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Mercantile  library  association  of  Richmond  ;  and 
No.  Gl.  A  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  town  of  Winchester. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

No.  134.  An  engrossed  bill  establishing  the  county  of  of  parts  of  the  counties  of  Harrison,  Lewis 

and  Wood,  was  read  a  third  lime ;  thereupon  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Armstrong  that  the  further  conside- 
ration thereof  be  indefinitely  postponed,  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  said  bill  be  rejected. 

No.  119.  An  engrossed  bill  concerning  the  water  works  of  the  city  of  Richmond  was  read  a  third  time; 
thereupon  a  clause  by  way  of  ryder  thereto  was  submitted  by  Mr.  Robertson,  which  was  read  the  first  and 
second  times,  and  an  amendment  by  way  of  substitute  therefor  was  offered  by  Mr.  May,  and  the  said  bill  and 
proposed  ryder  and  amendments  were  laid  upon  the  table. 
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No.  161.  A  bill  divorcing  Mary  Eanes  from  her  husband  George  H.  Eanes,  was  read  the  first  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  following  report  of  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  Ander- 
son Taylor  to  them  referred,  asking  to  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the  commonwealth,  and  have  come  to  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  thereupon : 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  rejected — the  county  and 
corporation  courts  of  the  commonwealth  being  clothed  with  the  power  of  granting  the  permission  asked  for. 

Further  reports  of  said  committee  rejecting  the  petitions  of  Elizabeth  A.  Binns,  and  of  Philip  Robertson, 
were  on  motions  severally  made  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  following  reports  of  the  committee  of  claims  were  read  and  agreed  to: 

The  committee  of  claims  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  George  Hughart 
of  the  county  of  Fayette  to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to  the  following  resolution  thereupon : 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  George  Hughart,  staling  that  he  acted 
as  a  ranger  or  spy  on  the  frontier  of  Virginia  in  the  year  1793,  and  is  now  poor,  old  and  infirm,  and  praying  to 
be  allowed  a  pension  for  his  future  support,  be  rejected. 

The  committee  of  claims  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  Randolph  Chavis 
and  others,  heirs  of  John  Chavis  deceased,  and  havo  come  to  the  following  resolution  thereupon  : 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Randolph  Chavis  and  others,  pray- 
ing the  passage  of  an  act  directing  the  renewal  of  a  certificate  issued  to  their  father,  John  Chavis,  for  the  sum  of 
£89.  As.  Oi,d.;  and  a  certificate  issued  to  Anthony  Chavis  for  the  sum  of  £2A,  for  the  services  of  the  said  John 
and  Anthony  Chavis  rendered  as  soldiers  during  the  revolutionary  war,  be  rejected. 

The  following  reports  of  the  committee  of  finance  were  read  and  agreed  to: 

The  committee  of  finance  have,  according  to  order,  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  Richard  B. 
Baptist,  to  them  referred,  representing  that  he  acted  as  the  principal  deputy  of  Stephen  P.  Pool,  sheriff  of  the 
county  of  Mecklenburg,  from  March  1S36  to  March  1837.  And  praying  that  the  insolvent  militia  fines  for  that 
year,  amounting  to  $  93  75,  not  relumed  within  the  time  prescribed  by  law,  for  reasons  in  the  petition  set  forth, 
and  subsequently  paid  into  the  treasury,  may  be  allowed  him  :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  committee  ask  leave  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  said  petition; 
the  3d  section  of  the  "  act  concerning  claims  against  the  commonwealth,"  passed  March  20tb,  1838,  providing 
for  such  cases. 

The  committee  of  finance  have  had  under  consideration  "the  communication  from  Josiah  Holleman,  pre- 
sident of  the  board  of  principal  assessors,"  to  them  referred,  in  relation  to  the  charters  of  joint  stock  and  other 
incorporated  companies  of  this  commonwealth :  Whereupon  it  appearing  to  this  committee  that  the  duty  of 
the  board  of  principal  assessors  is  confined  to  the  consideration  of  the  assessments  on  the  books  of  the  assis- 
tant assessors,  and  to  the  equalization  of  the  assessments  amongst  the  counties  of  the  four  great  districts  of 
the  state : 

Resolved  there/ore  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  inexpedient,  at  this  time,  to  take  any  action  upon 
this  subject ;  and  that  they  ask  leave  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

The  committee  of  finance  have,  according  to  order,  "  enquired  into  the  expediency  of  requiring  the  board 
of  principal  assessors,  now  in  session  in  this  city,  to  state  in  the  margin  of  their  tables  of  assessment,  the  sum 
added  to  each  tract,  on  account  of  minerals — and  of  providing  that  the  commissioners  of  the  revenue,  when  these 
minerals  become  valueless,  shall  deduct  the  sum  so  added  :"  Whereupon, 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  inexpedient  so  to  require  the  said  board. 

The  committee  of  finance  have,  according  to  order,  "enquired  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  re- 
venue laws,  as  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  sherirl's,  or  other  collectors  of  the  revenue,  to  credit  on  all  bills  for  taxes, 
which  they  may  hereafter  collect,  the  day  and  date  on  which  such  collection  is  made :"  Whereupon, 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  inexpedient  so  to  amend  the  revenue  laws. 

A  further  report  of  the  same  committee  rejecting  the  petition  of  John  W.  Ueaden  and  others  of  the  county 
of  Floyd,  was 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howet.l  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  following  report  of  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  was  read  and  agreed  to : 
The  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  have  had  under  consideration  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  de- 
legates, instructing  them  "to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  17th  section  of  the  general  elec- 
tion law  as  to  provide  that  no  elector  be  permitted  to  vote  more  than  once  on  the  same  day  and  at  the  same 
place,  or  any  other  place  within  his  county  or  election  district,  although  he  may  not  have  voted  for  all  the  various 
candidates  then  present  that  he  may  by  law  be  entitled  to  vote  for:"  Whereupon, 

ResulcrA  us  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  amend  the  general  election  law  as  proposed 
by  the  foregoing  resolution. 
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A  further  report  of  said  committee  was  read  as  follows : 

The  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  have  examined  the  returns  of  the  sheriffs  of  the  several  counties 
in  this  commonwealth  of  delegates  to  represent  the  said  counties  in  the  present  house  of  delegates,  and  Bnd  that 
there  are  returns  from  the  counties  of  Alleghany,  Augusta,  Bath,  Bedford,  Berkeley,  Braxton  and  Lewis, 
Brooke,  Brunswick,  Buckingham,  Cabell,  Campbell,  Charles  City  and  New  Kent,  Clarke  and  Warren,  Culpe- 

Csr,  Dinwiddie,  Elizabeth  City  and  Warwick,  Essex,  Fayette  and  Nicholas,  Fluvanna,  Frederick,  Giles  and 
ercer,  Gloucester,  Goochland,  Grayson,  Greensville,  Hampshire,  Hardy,  Harrison,  Henry,  Jefferson,  Kana- 
wha, King  and  Queen,  King  George,  King  William,  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Logan,  Loudoun,  Louisa,  Madi- 
son, Marshall,  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Mason  and  Jackson,  Mecklenburg,  Monongalia,  Morgan,  Norfolk,  Nor- 
thumberland, Nottoway,  Page  and  Patrick,  Pendleton,  Pittsylvania,  Powhatan,  Preston,  Prince  George,  Prince 
William,  Rappahannock,  Rockingham,  Russell,  Scott,  Shenandoah,  Southampton,  Stafford,  Sussex,  Tazewell, 
Tyler,  Westmoreland,  Wood,  and  Wythe  and  Pulaski ;  and  from  the  city  of  Richmond,  the  town  of  Peters- 
burg and  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  all  of  which  are  in  the  form  prescribed  by  law,  or  to  the  same  effect. 

It  also  appears  to  your  committee  that  there  are  returns  from  the  counties  of  Amelia,  Chesterfield,  Frank- 
lin, Hanover,  Henrico,  Isle  of  Wight,  Lee,  Lunenburg,  Pocahontas,  and  Surry,  which  are  not  in  the  form  pre- 
scribed by  law,  in  this,  that  the  returning  officers  have  failed  to  affix  their  seals  to  their  names  as  is  required 
by  law. 

And  it  also  appears  to  your  committee  that  there  are  no  returns  from  the  counties  of  Accomack,  Albe- 
marle, Amherst,  Botetourt,  Caroline,  Charlotte,  Cumberland,  Fairfax,  Fauquier,  Floyd,  Greenbrier,  Halifax, 
James  City,  York  and  city  of  Williamsburg,  Monroe,  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Nansemond,  Nelson,  Northamp- 
ton, Ohio,  Orange  and  Greene,  Prince  Edward,  Princess  Anne,  Randolph,  Roanoke,  Rockbridge,  Smyth,  Spott- 
sylvania,  and  Washington. 

Your  committee  have  also  examined  the  certificates  of  the  oaths  of  the  members,  and  find  that  John  F.  May 
took  the  oaths  on  the  16th,  and  Alfred  Leyburn,  William  D.  Hodges  and  Thomas  W.  Gilmer  on  the  30th  of  No- 
vember; that  Arthur  Smith,  Jacob  J.  Jackson,  Anthony  Lawson,  Henry  D.  Smith,  Richard  H.  Toler,  Wil- 
liam Masste,  Wyndham  Robertson,  Samuel  Bare,  Samuel  Carpenter,  Thomas  Whitworth,  William  L.  White, 
William  B.  Hudnall,  Richard  E.  Byrd,  James  H.  Cox,  Jonas  Aleshire,  John  Stanger,  William  Hamlett,  John 
C.  Staples,  William  Roberts,  David  P.  Wright,  John  J.  Jackson,  Robert  B.  Corbin,  Ralph  M.  Conn,  Nathaniel 
E.  Venable,  Joshua  Ewing,  Robert  L.  Baker,  Augustine  C.  Butts,  George  Aldcrson,  Augustus  A.  Chapman, 
Valentine  W.  Southall,  Alexander  Fitzhugh,  John  Carroll,  Nathaniel  Burwell,  Thomas  T.  Cropper,  William  S. 
Fontaine,  Daniel  Ratcliffe,  William  Wade,  Joseph  Lipscomb,  Robert  A.  Banks,  James  Evans.  John  M'Millan, 
Henry  Snyder,  John  Howell,  Henry  Wood,  Thomas  H.  Bayly,  William  M'Connell,  Edmund  Broadus,  Clayton 
G.  Coleman,  Edward  II.  Smith,  James  C.  Shipman,  Wyatt  Cardwell,  George  W.  Kyle,  Van  B.  Reynolds, 
Thomas  P.  Mitchell,  George  H.  Lee,  Thomas  H.  Flood,  Samuel  E.  Goodson,  Edward  A.  Cabell,  H.  G.  Heath, 
William  G.  Walker,  Nehemiab  Smith,  John  J.  Prince,  William  Meredith,  James  S.  Clarke,  John  Keene,  Bar- 
rett G.  Payne,  John  R.  Taylor,  Benjamin  Tallman,  Robert  Ridley,  David  Gibson,  William  Lockridge,  George 
B.  Stewart,  Franklin  M'Cue,  William  Waldcu,  Lawrence  Roane,  Henry  Myers,  William  C.  Worlhtngton,  Sher- 
win  M'Rac,  Henry  T.  Harrison,  Lewis  Beard,  Paul  Taylor,  Charles  King,  George  T.  Yerby,  William  H. 
Clark,  Allen  Wilson,  Oscar  M.  Crutcltficld,  James  K.  Marshall,  William  H.  Tayloe,  Edward  T.  Tayloe,  Robert 
E.  Scott,  Edward  J.  Armstrong,  Harman  Hiner,  Joseph  T.  Allyn,  Thomas  Fox,  John  Clayton,  John  Scott, 
James  M.  Stephenson,  Charles  Quillcn,  Solomon  Thornburg,  William  Carroll,  John  M.  Gregory,  Samuel  Watts, 
William  Ethcridge,  Jacob  Myers,  William  Seymour,  Anthony  Kennedy,  John  Wade,  William  M.  Burwell,  Ed- 
mund P.  Hunter,  Hiram  A.  Griever,  Samuel  Hale,  James  Allen,  Henry  Sturm,  John  Powell,  Whitmell  P.  Tun- 
stall,  and  James  C.  Spotts  took  the  said  oaths  on  the  2d  ;  John  Orgain,  Sanford  J.  Ramey  and  William  R.  Basker- 
ville  on  the  3d  ;  William  O.  Goode  and  Joseph  Hiden  on  the  4th  ;  Thomas  Smith  and  Carter  Crafford  on  the 
6th;  William  Fitzgerald  on  the  9th ;  Henry  Erskine  on  the  10th;  Creed  Haskins  and  John  Guerrant  on  the 
14th  ;  and  upon  his  return  under  a  writ  of  election  on  the  29th  December  1839 ;  and  that  Jacob  Michaux  took 
the  said  oaths  on  the  2d  day  of  January  1840. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Beahd  the  said  report  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  123.  A  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "an  act  for  the  better  organization  of  the  militia,"  with  the 
amendment  thereto  proposed  by  Mr.  M'Rak,  which  was  under  consideration  when  the  house  adjourned  on  Sa- 
turday, was  taken  up;  and  the  said  amendment  being  rejected,  and  the  said  bill  being  further  amended, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Byrd  the  house  adjourned. 
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TUESDAY,  February  18,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  February  17,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled, 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  Hot  springs  company  in  the  county  of  Bath." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Meredith,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  be  instructed 
to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  compensation  allowed  by  law  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  the  house  procure  from  the  library 
two  of  the  large  maps  of  the  state  to  be  suspended  in  this  hall. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gueubant,  Resolved,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  change  the  lime  of  hold- 
ing the  fall  term  of  the  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery  for  the  county  of  Goochland,  and  that  Messrs. 
Guerrant,  Lipscomb,  Payne,  Michaux,  Wilson  and  Robertson  prepare  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Erskine,  Resetted,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  enquire  into  the  expediency 
of  repealing  so  much  of  the  law  as  appoints  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  appeals  at  Lewisburg,  librarian,  and  to 
authorize  said  court  to  appoint  a  librarian. 

Mr.  Guerrant  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Goochland,  in  behalf  of  Eliza  a  free  woman 
of  colour,  asking  permission  for  her  to  remain  in  the  commonwealth,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  for 
courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  SroTTs  presented  a  petition  of  the  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Tazewell,  Giles  and  Wythe,  praying  an 
amendment  to  the  laws  concerning  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits  so  as  to  prevent  its  sale  or  distribution. 

Mr.  Erskine  a  similar  memorial  of  citizens  of  western  Virginia. 

The  said  petitions  were  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Venablb  presented  a  memorial  of  a  committee  of  the  commercial  convention  in  October  1838,  pray- 
ing an  amendment  in  the  law  relative  to  licenses  to  merchants,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  trade 
and  mechanic  arts. 

Mr.  Kino  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Mercer,  remonstraling  against  attaching  a  part 
of  said  county  to  the  county  of  Tazewell,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

Mr.  Robehtson  presented  a  petition  of  the  common  council  of  the  cily  of  Richmond,  asking  the  passage 
of  a  law  granting  them  authority  to  prohibit  the  erection  of  wooden  buildings  in  said  city,  which  was  referred 
to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Wilson  from  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  232.  A  bill  providing  for  the  appointment  of  inspectors  of  plaister  of  pans. 

Mr.  Dorman  from  the  committee  of  finance  presented  several  reports  upon  the  petition  of  citizens  of  the 
county  of  Harrison  concerning  the  publication  of  county  receipts  and  expenditures ;  of  citizens  of  the  county 
of  Preston  in  behalf  of  Ignatius  Gahring  praying  to  lessen  the  tax  on  a  license  for  selling  brass  clocks;  and 
upon  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  praying  the  repeal  of  all  laws  licensing  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits,  and  to 
prohibit  the  further  sale  and  distribution  thereof. 

No.  119.  An  engrossed  bill  concerning  the  water  works  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  with  the  ryder  thereto 
proposed  by  Mr.  Robertson,  and  the  substitute  therefor  offered  by  Mr.  May,  was  taken  up,  and  the  said  substi- 
tute being  withdrawn,  a  further  substitute  was  submitted  by  Mr.  Scott,  which  was  adopted  by  the  house,  and 
the  question  being  put  upon  engrossing  the  said  ryder  as  amended  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  passage  of  the  said  bill  and  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Southall,  Cabell,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  M'Millan,  Fox,  Corbin, 
Coleman,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitwortb,  Craflbrd,  Marshall,  Scott, 
Alderson,  Payne,  Baker,  Byrd,  Guerrant,  Erskine,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  White,  Seymour,  Hamlett,  Wor- 
thington,  Kennedy,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Caldwell, 
Massic,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  Hiner,  Keen,  Michaux,  Venable,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm, 
Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Stephenson,  Walker,  Jackson  of  Wood,  and  Stanger — 55. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Carpenter,  M'Cue,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Hannah,  Jack- 
son of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Tolcr,  Cox,  Roane,  Howell,  Hale, 
King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Bulls,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Smith  of 
Isle  of  Wight,  Reynolds,  Fontaine,  Harney,  Harrison,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Bas- 
kerville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Hudnall, 
Fitzgerald,  M'Connell,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  May,  Tallman,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Snyder,  Shipman,  Smith  of 
Russell,  Conn,  Griever,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts  and  Goodson — 69. 

Resolved,  That  said  bill  be  rejected. 

No.  48.  A  bill  concerning  levies  for  the  building  of  bridges  and  causeways,  with  the  amendments  thereto 
proposed  by  the  senate,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Broadus,  and  the  said  amendments  being  read  were 
agreed  to. 
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Ordered,  That  the  clerk  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

Mr.  Cardwbll  from  the  committee  on  enrolled  bills  reported  that  said  committee  had  examined  sundry  such 
bills  from  No.  1  to  60,  inclusive,  and  had  found  them  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  for  further  examination. 

No.  111.  An  engrossed  bill  to  convert  the  loan  of  $  150,000  to  the  Winchester  and  Potomac  rail-road  com- 
pany into  stock  and  tor  other  purposes  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  question  being  put  upon  its  passage  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Venablb  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Lockridge,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  M'Millan,  Burwcll  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broa- 
dus,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Baker,  Byrd,  Erskine,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong, 
M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Lawson,  Beard,  Rnmey,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Kvans,  Chap- 
man, Myers  of  Morgan,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Hiner,  Keen,  Tallman,  Sturm,  Robertson,  Leyburn, 
Dorman,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Conn  and  Bare — 43. 

Noes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Carpenter,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Hannah, 
Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman, 
Card  well,  Cox,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Crafford,  Roatie,  Howell,  Hale,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts, 
Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  White,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Tuyloe  of  King  George,  Tnyloe  of  Lan- 
caster and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Baskcrville,  Goodc,  Wade  of 
Montgomery  and  Fulaski,  Hodges,  Massie,  Verby,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  May,  Michaux,  Vcna- 
blc,  Heath,  Rntcliile,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Quillen,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spoils,  Stephenson, 
Walker  and  Stanger — 65. 

Resolved,  That  said  bill  be  rejected. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  communication  from  the  second  auditor  transmitting  a  statement  in  re- 
lation to  such  of  the  joint  stock  companies,  in  which  ihe  stale  is  interested,  as  have  failed  to  make  reports  to  the 
board  of  public  works,  which,  on  moiion  of  Mr.  Ratcuffe,  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
[Doc.  No.  59.] 

Mr.  Lee  presented  a  poll  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Harrison  for  and  against  the  new  county  proposed  to 
be  formed  of  parts  of  the  counties  of  Monongalia  and  Harrison,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  propo- 
sitions and  grievances. 

Mr.  Hunter  presented  a  petition  of  William  Thompson  late  deputy  sheriff"  of  Morgan  county,  praying  the 
passage  of  a  law  authorizing  him  to  be  credited  with  a  delinquent  land  list,  which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to 
the  committee  of  finance. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  Goode,  Resolved,  That  the  superintendent  of  public  buildings  examine  the  condition  of 
ihc  government  house,  as  well  as  the  furniture  therein,  and  report  to  this  general  assembly  what  repairs 
arc  necessary  to  be  made  to  said  house,  as  well  as  the  additional  furniture  to  be  procured,  together  with 
an  estimate  of  the  probable  cost,  designating  between  the  cost  of  repairs  to  the  house  and  the  cost  of  furniture. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cox,  Resolved,  That  this  house  will  proceed,  by  joint  vote  with  the  senate,  on  Wednes- 
day the  26th  instant,  to  the  election  of  a  general  agent  and  storekeeper,  and  superintendent  of  the  penitentiary. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Cox  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  tbo  penitentiary  presented  a  report. 

Mr.  Wilson  from  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures  presented  a  report  upon  the  resolution  for 
declaring  a  portion  of  the  Kanawha  river  a  lawful  fence ;  and  the  following  bill : 

No.  233.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  use  of  paint  in  putting  brand  marks  ou  casks  of  flour  and  indian  meal. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Armstrong  the  house  adjourned. 


WEDNESDAY,  February  19,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  Febbuary  18,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled 

"  An  act  concerning  the  publication  of  deeds,"  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  house  of  delegates. 

They  agree  to  the  first  and  second  amendments  proposed  by  the  house  of  delegates,  to  their  amendments 
to  the  bill,  entitled 

"  An  act  concerning  the  preservation  of  records." 

They  also  agree  to  the  third  amendment,  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  house  of  delegates. 

The  said  amendments  were  severally  agreed  to. 

40 
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Ordered,  That  the  clerk  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

Mr.  May  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  reported  with  amendments  the  following  bills  : 
No.  120.  A  bill  concerning  western  land  titles;  and 

No.  121.  A  bill  increasing  tho  reward  for  apprehending  runaways  in  certain  cases. 

And  presented  reports  upon  resolutions  concerning  the  delivery  of  free  papers;  in  relation  to  a  change  of 
venue  in  cases  of  forcible  entry  &c.;  and  in  relation  to  jailors  fees;  and  the  following  bill : 
No.  234.  A  bill  concerning  the  return  and  trial  of  warrants  in  civil  cases. 

Mr.  Watts  from  the  committee  on  the  militia  laws  presented  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  citizens  of  the 
county  of  Augusta,  that  a  new  regiment  may  be  created  out  of  the  32d  and  93d  regiments. 
Mr.  Guerrant  according  to  order  presented  the  following  bill: 

No.  235.  A  bill  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  fall  term  of  the  circuit  superior  court  of  the  county  of 
Goochland. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  presented  reports  upon  the 
petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Princess  Anne,  and  of  citizens  of  Campbell,  each  for  a  separate  election  ; 
and  the  following  bills  : 

No.  236.  A  bill  to  change  the  place  of  holding  a  separate  election  in  the  county  of  Augusta;  and 
No.  237.  A  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  in  each  of  the  counties  of  Rappahannock,  Halifax,  Fairfax 
and  Amherst. 

Mr.  Goodb  from  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  238.  A  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  will  of  Martin  Dawson  deceased. 

Mr.  Soi'thall  from  the  select  committee  on  the  joint  resolutions  from  the  state  of  New  Jersey  presented  a 
report,  which  on  his  motion  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  60.] 

No.  72.  A  bill,  entitled  "an  act  making  further  provision  for  completing  the  eastern  section  of  the  road  on 
tho  route  surveyed  from  Huntcrsville  to  Parkersburg,"  with  the  nmendment  thereto  proposed  by  the  senate  was 
taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  May  ;  thereupon  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Clarke  of  Surry,  that  the  farther  con- 
sideration of  the  said  bill  and  amendment  be  indefinitely  postponed,  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clarke  of  Surry  the  vole  was  recorded  as  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Corbin,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren, 
Howell,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Baskcrville, 
Goode,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Verby,  Hudnall,  Fitzgerald,  Heath,  Snyder,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith 
of  Russell,  Quillen,  Crutchfield,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince  and  Goodson — 32. 

Noes — Messrs  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Southall,  Carpenter,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Myers  of  Berke- 
ley, Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Cardwell,  Broadus, 
W'ilson,  Craffbrd,  Roane,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of 
Grayson,  Erskine,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Kae,  Hamlett,  Worthington,  Ken- 
nedy, Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey, 
Harrison,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts, 
Elheridgc,  M'Connell,  Hidcn,  Aleshirc,  Hincr,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston, 
Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Robertson,  Leybum,  Dorman,  Fitzhugh,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Walker  and  Stanger — 74. 

The  said  amendment  proposed  by  the  senate  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  clerk  was  ordered  to  inform  the 
senate  thereof. 

No.  73.  A  bill  authorizing  a  further  subscription  on  behalf  of  the  state  to  the  stock  of  the  Red  and  Blue 
Sulphur  springs  turnpike  company,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Erskine  and  read  a  second  time,  and  the 
question  being  put  upon  ordering  the  same  to  be  engrossed  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Prince  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Southall,  Carpenter,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Hannah, 
M'Millan,  Thornburg,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Gib- 
son, Allen  of  Hampshire,  Seymour,  Lec,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds, 
Lawson,  Caldwell,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  M'Con- 
ncll,  Hiden,  Hiner,  Keen,  Tallman,  Sturm,  Robertson,  Leybum,  Dorman,  Conn  and  Spotts — 46. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Cabell,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Jackson  of  Brax- 
ton and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of 
Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Craflbrd,  Roane,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Guerrant, 
Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  White,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancas- 
ter and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Heard,  Ramey,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Bas- 
kcrville, Goode,  Clayton,  Massif,  Watts,  Etheridgc,  Ycrby,  Hudnnll,  Fitzgerald,  Aleshire,  Michaux,  Carroll  of 
Preston,  Heath,  Waldcn,  Snyder,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Grievcr,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke 
of  Surry,  Prince,  Stephenson^  Goodson,  Walker  and  Stanger — 68. 

Resolved,  That  said  bill  be  rejected. 
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The  house  according  to  the  joint  order  of  the  day  proceeded  by  joint  vote  with  the  senate  to  the  election 
of  a  member  of  the  executive  council  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  service 
of  Henry  L.  Hopkins  esq. ;  thereupon  Mr.  Chapman  nominated  Henry  L.  Hopkins;  and  the  senate  having  been 
informed  thereof  by  him,  and  no  person  having  been  added  to  the  nomination  in  that  house,  the  vote  was  re- 
corded as  follows: 

Fur  H.  L.  Hopkins — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Carpenter,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lock- 
ridge,  Burwfll  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis, 
M'Millan,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke 
and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Craflord,  Koanc,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale, 
Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Krskine,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Allen 
of  Hampshire,  White,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Worthington,  Ken- 
nedy, Reynolds,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Law- 
son,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Caldwell,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Basker- 
ville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Massie,  Allyn 
of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Yerbv,  Hud  nail,  Fitzgerald,  M'Connell,  Hidcn,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  May,  Tun  stall, 
Keen,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of 
Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillcn,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Crulcbfield.Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry, 
Prince,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walker  and  Stanger — 116. 

For  Peachy  R.  Grattan — Messrs.  Tolcr  and  Robertson — 2. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Chapman,  Robertson,  Spotts,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Heath,  Alderson,  Hiner  and  Hud- 
nan,  be  a  committee  to  act  jointly  with  a  committee  from  the  senate  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  joint  vote. 

Mr.  Chapman  from  the  joint  committee  reported  the  joint  vote  to  be  for  Henry  L.  Hopkins  139 ;  scattering 
4;  thereupon  Henry  L.  Hopkins  esq.  was  declared  duly  elected  a  member  of  the  executive  council  for  three 
years  from  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  service  of  the  present  incumbent. 

No.  96.  An  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  ferries,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Mat,  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  bill  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman  the  fifteenth  rule  of  the  bouse,  which  provides  that  "  the  speaker  may  call 
any  member  to  the  chair,  who  shall  exercise  its  functions  for  the  time ;  but  no  member,  by  virtue  of  such  ap- 

S ointment,  shall  preside  for  a  longer  time  than  one  day,"  was  suspended  for  six  days,  so  as  to  allow  the  speaker 
uring  that  time  to  place  a  member  in  the  chair  for  more  than  one  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M'Rae  the  fifth  rule  of  the  house  was  suspended,  and  the  vote  rejecting  the  bill  concerning 
the  water  works  of  the  city  of  Richmond  was  reconsidered ;  thereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  JsU  of 
Wight,  the  said  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  99.  A  bill  amending  the  laws  concerning  attachments  against  absent  defendants  was  taken  up,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Scott,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  6.  An  engrossed  bill  discharging  Lillburn,  otherwise  called  Lillburn  Pleasants,  from  the  penitentiary, 
was  taken  up,  on  motion  of  Mr.  May,  and  read  a  third  time  and  again  laid  upon  the  table. 
The  following  bills  were  read  the  first  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  lime,  viz : 
No.  162.  A  bill  concerning  Thomas  Beazley  a  free  man  of  colour. 
No.  163.  A  bill  authorizing  additional  compensation  for  the  tuition  of  poor  children. 
No.  164.  A  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  6laves  condemned  to  transportation  under  the  act  concerning 
the  circulation  of  incendiary  publications. 

No.  165.  A  bill  authorizing  femes  covert  to  maintain  suits  in  their  own  names  when  deserted  by  tbeir 
husbands. 

No.  166.  A  bill  granting  permission  to  certain  slaves,  emancipated  by  Jane  Robinson  deceased,  to  re- 
main in  the  commonwealth. 

No.  167.  A  bill  authorizing  the  confession  of  judgments  in  the  clerk's  office,  and  for  other  purposes. 

No.  168.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  A.  Trent  deceased,  and  to  release  the  right  of  the 
literary  fund  in  certain  cases  to  forfeited  lands. 

No.  169.  A  bill  amending  the  charter  of  the  Appomattox  coal  mining  company. 

No.  170.  A  bill  to  authorize  a  ferry  from  the  lands  of  William  W.  Wenner  in  the  county  of  Loudoun 
across  the  Potomac  river. 

No.  171.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Fallen  creek  manufacturing  company. 

No.  172.  A  bill  concerning  the  lien  of  judgments,  and  limiting  proceedings  against  special  bail  in  cer- 
tain cases. 

No.  173.  A  bill  authorizing  the  sergeant  of  the  city  of  Williamsburg  to  appoint  a  deputy. 
No.  175.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  to  establish  the  Bank  of  Kanawha." 
No.  176.  A  bill  incorporating  the  trustees  of  the  Rockingham  academy  in  the  town  of  Harrisonburg. 
No.  177.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Danville  savings  institution. 
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No.  179.  A  bill  providing  more  effectually  for  the  opening  and  repairs  of  the  public  roads  in  the  county  of 
Loudoun. 

No.  ISO.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Point  Pleasant  in  the  county  of  Mason. 
No.  181.  A  bill  to  authorize  two  separate  elections  in  the  county  of  Prince  George. 
No.  ISi/.  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  solemnization  of  marriages. 

No.  lSi.  A  bill  to  revive  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  authorizing  John  Whitaker  to  erect  a  loll  bridge  across 
Peak  creek  in  the  county  of  Wythe." 

No.  1S5.  A  bill  to  revive  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  incorporating  the  Sweet  and  Blue  Sulphur  springs  turn- 
pike company." 

.No.  1SG.  A  bill  concerning  the  Newborn  and  Red  Sulphur  springs  turnpike  company. 

No.  187.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  incorporating  the  Buchanan,  Fincastle  and  Blacksburg 
turnpike  company." 

No.  1S9.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  concerning  slaves,  free  negroes  and 
mulattocs. 

No.  190.  A  bill  for  the  support  and  education  of  poor  girls  within  this  commonwealth. 
No.  J91.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Macon's  mill  and  Cold  Harbour  turnpike  company. 
No.  195.  A  bill  concerning  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail-road  company. 

No.  193.  A  bill  appointing  trustees  for  the  town  of  New  Market  in  the  county  of  Shenandoah,  and  prescri- 
bing their  powers  and  duties. 

No.  194.  A  bill  to  regulate  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  suffrage  in  elections  of  trustees  for  the  town  of 
Portsmouth. 

No.  195.  A  bill  providing  for  the  payment  to  the  Woodstock,  Strasburg  and  New  Market  academies  in  the 
county  of  Shenandoah,  the  proportion  of  the  surplus  literary  fund  allotted  to  those  academies  by  the  school 
commissioners  of  the  county. 

No.  19G.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Williamsport  in  the  county  of  Harrison. 

No.  197.  A  bill  to  revive  the  act  incorporating  the  Hyco  falls  manufacturing  company. 

No.  19s.  A  bill  concerning  Peter  Kremcr. 

No.  199.  A  bill  directing  the  suspension  of  surveys;  and 

No.  200.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  a  road  from  Ice's  ferry 
on  Cheat  river  to  the  Pennsylvania  line." 

The  Ibllowing  reports  were  read  and  agreed  to: 

The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have,  according  to  order,  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  Joshua 
Webb,  to  them  referred,  praying  the  passage  of  nn  act  authorizing  him  to  convey  certain  lands  in  the  county  of 
Page,  acquired  by  his  marriage,  and  sold  by  him  previous  to  the  death  of  his  wife,  and  to  invest  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  tho  same  in  such  manner  as  the  legislature  may  think  proper,  lor  the  benefit  of  his  children  by  the 
said  marriage,  and  have  come  to  the  following  resolution  thereupon : 

Retolrcd  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  rejected — the  courts  of  chan- 
cery having  jurisdiction  of  the  subject. 

The  committeo  for  courts  of  justice  have,  according  to  order,  enquired  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  a  limitation  to  the  liability  of  assignors  of  bonds,  bills  and  obligations:  Whereupon, 

Rewired  at  the  ojiinion  of  this  committee.  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  such  limitation. 

The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have,  according  to  order,  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam H.  Chapman  and  Martha  S.  his  wife,  to  them  referred,  praying  to  be  divorced  from  each  other,  and  have  come 
to  the  following  resolution  thereupon : 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  rejected — no  record  of  the 
finding  of  a  jury  accompanying  the  same. 

The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have,  according  to  order,  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  Sally 
Sylvester  and  others,  to  them  referred,  praying  that  the  commonwealth's  right  to  certain  lands  in  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  may  for  certain  reasons  therein  mentioned,  be  vested  in  the  heirs  of  Henry  Smith  deceased,  and  sub- 
mit the  following  report  and  resolution  thereupon: 

It  docs  not  appear  that  the  commonwealth  has  ever  had  any  conveyance  for  the  lands  of  said  Smith,  said 
to  have  been  sold  under  a  judgment  against  him,  so  as  to  render  the  passage  of  an  act  necessary  to  release  the 
title  to  his  heirs.  But  it  appears,  by  a  certificate  of  the  auditor,  that  Horller's  representative  has  fully  satisfied 
the  said  judgment,  for  which  the  said  Smith  was  liable  as  Hoffler's  security,  so  that  the  lands  in  the  petition 
mentioned  are  no  longer  liable  to  the  commonwealth.  It  will  therefore  be  a  sufficient  discharge  for  the  auditor 
to  acknowledge  satisfaction  of  the  judgment  on  the  record  ;  or  the  petitioners  may  have  any  execution  there- 
upon quashed,  and  have  it  specially  stated  that  the  judgment  was  proved  or  admitted  by  the  auditor  to  be 
satisfied  : 

Resolved  therefore,  That  the  commonwealth  having  no  title  to  the  lands  in  the  petition  mentioned,  it  is  unne- 
cessary to  pass  any  act  to  release  the  same  to  the  petitioners. 
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The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  James 
Daniel  to  them  referred,  praying  that  he  may  be  permitted  lo  sell  certain  real  estate  therein  mentioned,  and 
have  come  to  tbe  following  resolution  thereupon  : 

Raolced  at  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  rejected. 

The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have  according  to  order  enquired  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
tbe  overseers  of  the  poor  for  the  several  counties  of  this  commonwealth,  to  hold  their  annual  meetings  iu  the 
month  of  July,  instead  of  the  momh  of  June,  as  is  now  required  by  law ;  also  into  the  expediency  of  authoriz- 
ing the  county  courts  to  lay  their  levies  at  the  July  term,  if  not  laid  or  completed  at  the  June  term  of  said 
courts:  Whereupon, 

Retolved  at  the  opinion  of  thit  committee,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  authority  aforesaid. 

The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Stout  and  others  to  them  referred,  praying  that  Wilson  M.  Carter  may  bo  released  from  the  payment  of 
certain  fines  imposed  upon  him  by  the  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery  for  the  county  of  Louisa,  and 
have  come  to  the  following  resolution  thereupon : 

Revolted  at  the  opinion  of  thit  committee,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  rejected. 

The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have  according  to  order  bad  under  consideration  a  communication  of 
Richard  D.  Sanxay  esq.  to  them  referred,  proposing  to  furnish  upon  the  terms  therein  mentioned,  for  the  use  of 
tbe  commonwealth,  a  new  edition  of  Hening's  Justice,  and  have  come  to  the  following  resolution  thereupon  : 

Retolved  at  the  opinion  of  thit  committee,  That  the  proposition  of  the  said  Richard  D.  Sanxay  be  rejected. 

The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have  according  to  order  enquired  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the 
act  relative  to  free  negroes,  so  as  to  authorize  the  clerks  of  the  county  courts  to  deliver  tbem  their  papers  of 
freedom  only  when  they  are  about  to  remove  from  one  county  to  another,  or  out  of  the  stale,  and  then  by  direc- 
tion of  the  court :  Whereupon, 

Retolved  at  the  opinion  of  thit  committee,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  amend  the  said  act. 

The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  Mary 
Jones  to  them  referred,  praying  to  be  divorced  from  her  husband  Israel  Jones,  and  have  come  to  the  following 
resolution  thereupon : 

Retolved  as  the  opinion  of  thit  committee,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  rejected. 
A  report  of  tbe  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  was  read  as  follows : 

Tbe  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Chesterfield  to  them  referred,  complaining  of  the  high  tolls  and  ill  con- 
dition of  Mayo's  bridge  across  James  river  at  Richmond,  and  recommending  that  said  bridge  be  purchased  on 
state  account,  reconstructed  in  a  permanent,  safe  and  commodious  manner,  and  placed  upon  such  a  footing,  in 
respect  to  tolls,  as  shall  produce  a  large  amount  by  contributing  largely  to  the  convenience  of  many,  rather  than 
a  small  sum,  by  exacting  as  far  as  possible  from  the  necessities  of  a  smaller  number,  producing  an  income  suf- 
ficient to  repay  the  cost  and  expenses,  and  yield  a  fair  profit  upon  the  investment. 

That,  if  this  shall  not  seem  proper  to  the  general  assembly,  the  petitioners  then  pray  that  a  company  may 
be  incorporated,  with  authority  to  construct  a  new  bridge,  either  above  or  below  the  site  of  the  present  bridge : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved  at  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  said  petition  be  rejected  for  want  of  notice. 
Reports  of  the  committee  of  agriculture  and  manufactures  were  read  as  follow : 

The  committee  for  agriculture  and  manufactures  have  according  to  order  enquired  into  the  expediency  of 
repealing  all  tbe  laws  providing  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco:  Whereupon, 

Resolved  at  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  repeal  the  said  laws. 

The  committee  of  agriculture  and  manufactures  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  peti- 
tion of  a  number  of  the  citizens  of  the  county  of  Rockbridge  to  them  referred,  praying  that  the  James  river 
within  certain  limits  be  declared  a  lawful  fence,  and  have  come  to  the  following  resolution  thereupon: 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  rejected  for  the  want  of  a 
sufficient  notice. 

A  further  report  of  said  committee  was  rend  as  follows: 

The  committee  of  agriculture  and  manufactures  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  peti- 
tion of  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Louisn  and  Spottsylvania  to  them  referred,  praying  that  the  Northanna  river, 
between  Dabney's  mills  and  Jordan's  ford,  may  be  declared  a  lawful  fence,  and  have  come  to  the  following  re- 
solution thereupon : 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  rejected  for  the  want  of  a 
sufficient  notice. 

The  said  resolution  was  agreed  to,  an  unsuccessful  motion  having  been  made  by  Mr.  Crutchfibld  to  amend 
tbe  same  so  as  to  reverse  the  decision  of  the  committee. 

The  following  reports  of  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  were  read  and  agreed  to: 
The  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  have  according  to  order  enquired  into  "the  expediency  of 
41 
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authorizing  a  survey  to  be  made  by  the  principal  engineer  of  the  state,  or  by  some  competent  engineer  desig- 
nated by  him,  of  the  most  suitable  and  practicable  route  for  a  road  from  Bunker's  Hill  in  the  county  of  Berke- 
ley, by  Whitehall  and  the  Green  spring  in  the  county  of  Frederick,  to  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road  ;  what 
public  advantage  will  probably  result  therefrom,  and  the  probable  cost  of  constructing  the  same :"  Whereupon, 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  authorize  said  survey  to  be  made. 

The  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  peti- 
tion of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Salem  and  Pepper's  ferry  turnpike  company,  and  of  sundry  citizens 
of  the  county  of  Montgomery,  praying  such  an  amendment  of  the  act  incorporating  the  said  company  as  to  re- 
lieve the  company  from  the  necessity  of  constructing  their  road  by  the  town  of  Lafayette,  and  to  authorize 
tbem  to  conduct  it" on  the  north  side  of  the  Roanoke  river;  also  the  memorial  of  Charles  L.  Barnett  and  others, 
remonstrating  against  the  proposed  change  in  the  location  of  said  road  :  Whereupon, 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  aforesaid  petition  be  rejected. 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  aforesaid  counter-memorial  is  reasonable. 

The  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  have  according  to  order  enquired  into  the  expediency  of 
amending  the  act,  entitled  '*  an  act  to  provide  fur  the  construction  of  a  road  between  Weston,  in  the  county  of 
Lewis,  and  Charleston,  in  the  county  of  Kanawha,"  passed  January  the  19th,  1836 :  Whereupon, 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  amend  the  said  act. 

The  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  have  according  to  order  enquired  into  "  the  expediency  of 
considering  all  roads  that  may  be  stopped  for  one  year,  without  objection  by  written  notice  from  some  person 
within  the  year,  be  considered  no  longer  public  roads  :"  Whereupon, 

Resolved  as  t/ve  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  consider  such  roads  as  no  longer  pub- 
lic roads. 

The  following  reports  of  the  committee  of  claims  were  read  and  agreed  to: 

The  committee  of  claims  have  had  under  consideration  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  delegates,  instruct- 
ing them  to  "enquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  to  the  heirs  of  the  late  colonel  Thomas  Bullett,  a  com- 
pensation for  his  services  as  an  officer  during  the  revolutionary  war"  &c.:  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  allow  to  the  heirs  of  the  said  colonel  Thomas  Bullett  any  compensation 
for  his  services  during  the  revolutionary  war. 

The  committee  of  claims  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  Audley  Paul  to 
them  referred,  and  have  come  to  the  following  resolution  thereupon  : 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  thii  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Audley  Paul,  praying  that  an  act  may  pass 
directing  a  sum  of  money  to  be  paid  to  him  for  his  support,  be  rejected. 

Reports  of  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  rejecting  the  petitions  of  Mary  W.  Lawson  and  of  Fabius 
Lawson  were  on  motion  of  Mr.  Worthixgton  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

A  report  of  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  upon  the  petitions  of  citizens  of  the  counties  of 
Hardy  and  Shenandoah,  praying  that  a  part  of  the  countv  of  Hardy  be  added  to  the  county  of  Shenandoah, 
was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Coxn  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

A  report  of  the  committee  of  claims  rejecting  the  petition  of  Richard  S.  Rew,  was  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Bayly  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  following  bills  were  read  the  first  and  second  times,  and  on  motions  severally  made  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  the  committees  which  brought  them  in : 

No.  178.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Dunlap's  creek  turnpike  company. 

No.  183.  A  bill  incorporating  the  trustees  of  Bethany  college ;  and 

No.  188.  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  passed  February  3d,  1800,  entitled  "an  act  to  incorporate  a  company  to 
establish  a  turnpike  from  the  town  of  Leesburg  in  Loudoun  county,  to  the  Little  river  turnpike." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson,  Resolved,  That  when  this  house  adjourns  to-day  it  will  adjourn  until  to- 
morrow ten  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fox  the  house  adjourned. 


THURSDAY,  February  20,  1840. 

Mr.  Cim.'tch field  took  the  chair  at  the  request  and  in  the  absence  of  the  speaker. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk: 

IN  SENATE,  February  19,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bills,  entitled, 

"  An  act  to  increase  and  regulate  the  tolls  on  the  Powhatan  rail-road,  and  the  Tuckahoe  and  James  river 
rail-road." 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  Patteson's  creek  turnpike  company." 
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"  An  act  incorporating  the  Wellsburg  Jefferson  seminary." 

"  An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  *  an  act  declaring  Simpson's  creek  a  public  highway  ;'  "  and 
"An  act  incorporating  the  Lewisburg  savings  bank." 
They  have  also  passed  the  bill,  entitled, 

"An  act  to  prohibit  belting  upon  elections,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  house  of  delegates. 

They  disagree  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  house  of  delegates  to  their  fourth  amendment  to  the  bill, 
entitled, 

"An  act  concerning  the  duty  of  executors  and  administrators,  and  wills  of  personal  estate." 
And  they  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  lor  the  election  of  a  general  agent  and  storekeeper,  and  superinten- 
dent of  the  penitentiary. 

The  said  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  an  act  to  prohibit  betting  upon  elections,"  were  severally  agreed 
to,  and  the  clerk  was  ordered  to  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

The  said  amendment  of  the  house  to  the  fourth  amendment  of  the  senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "an  act  con- 
cerning the  duty  of  executors  and  administrators,  and  wills  of  personal  estate,"  to  which  the  senato  disagreed, 
being  again  read,  on  motion  of  Mr.  May  the  house  receded  from  their  said  amendment  and  agreed  to  the  said 
amendment  of  the  senate,  and  the  clerk  was  ordered  to  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ramev,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  be  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  more  effectually  preventing  by  law  the  escape  of  runaway  slaves  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  state,  and  that  said  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  the  Richmond 
fire  association  to  erect  an  engine  house  on  the  southeast  corner  of  the  public  square,  and  that  Messrs.  Robertson, 
Venable,  Dorman,  Butts,  Beard,  Cabell  and  M'Rae  prepare  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hunter,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  enquire  into  the  expediency 
of  authorizing  the  judges  of  the  circuit  superior  courts  of  law  and  chancery  to  grant  appeals  from  judgments 
and  decrees  of  their  respective  courts  in  the  same  manner  and  subject  to  the  same  provisions  that  the  court  of 
appeals  and  the  judges  thereof  in  vacation,  grant  appeals  under  the  existing  provisions  of  the  law. 

Mr.  Wilson  from  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures  presented  the  following  bill: 

No.  239.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Mercer  manufacturing  company  in  the  county  of  Loudoun. 

Mr.  Beard  from  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  reported  without  amendment, 

No.  188.  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  passed  February  3d,  1809,  entitled  "an  act  to  incorporate  a  company  to 
establish  a  turnpike  from  the  town  of  Leesburg  in  Loudoun  county,  to  the  Little  river  turnpike. 

And  reported  with  amendment, 

No.  17S.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Dunlap  creek  turnpike  company. 

Mr.  Watts  from  the  committee  on  the  militia  laws  presented  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  Barbara  Broome. 
Mr.  Goode  from  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges  reported  without  amendment, 
No.  183.  A  bill  incorporating  the  trustees  of  Bethany  college. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Venable  several  reports  of  the  committee  of  finance  upon  the  petitions  of  Guy  D. 
French  and  William  Chapman  were  taken  up  and  ordered  to  be  committed. 

Mr.  Robertson  presented  a  petition  of  Anabella  Burr,  Harriet  T.  Burr  and  William  I.  Burr,  praying  the 
passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  real  estate,  which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee 
for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Allvx  of  Norfolk  presented  a  memorial  of  the  members  of  the  Norfolk  savings  institution  for  the 
amendment  of  their  charter,  so  as  to  reduce  the  number  of  directors  of  said  institution,  which  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  banks. 

Mr.  May  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  presented  the  following  bills: 

No.  240.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  real  estate  of  Elias  Ely  deceased  ;  and 

No.  241.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  librarian  to  deliver  reports  of  the  court  of  appeals  to  the  judges. 

No.  6.  An  engrossed  bill  discharging  Lillburn,  otherwise  called  Lillburn  Pleasants,  from  the  penitentiary, 
was  taken  up,  and  the  question  being  put  upon  its  passage,  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  bill  be  rejected. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  honse  a  communication  from  the  president  of  the  board  of  principal  assessors, 
transmitting  a  table  shewing  the  total  value  of  the  lands  and  town  lots  in  the  commonwealth  under  the  assess- 
ment made  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  general  assembly  authorizing  a  reassessment  of  the  lands  of  this  com- 
monwealth, and  stating  that  a  more  detailed  report  will  be  communicated  as  soon  as  the  tables  of  assessment 
are  copied  and  examined  by  the  board;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman,  was  referred  to  the  committee  of 
finance  and  ordered  to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  Gl.l 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bayly  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  governor's  message  relative  to  a  demand 
made  by  the  executive  of  this  state  upon  the  governor  of  New  York,  for  the  surrender  of  certain  fugitives  from 
justice,  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow  at  ten  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ratcliffe  the  house  adjourned. 
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FRIDAY',  February  21,  1S40. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  February  20,  1S40. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bills,  entitled, 

"An  act  amending  the  laws  in  relation  to  ibe  course  of  descents;"  and 

"  An  act  concerning  Hour  barrels,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  house 
of  delegates. 

The  said  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  an  act  amending  the  laws  in  relation  to  the  course  of  descents," 
were  agreed  to,  and  the  clerk  was  ordered  to  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vexable  the  said  bill,  entitled  "an  act  concerning  flour  barrels,"  and  the  amendments 
thereto,  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  of  King  George  so  much  of  the  resolution  as  required  that  the  speaker  shall  va- 
cate the  chair  at  half-past  2  o'clock  P.  M.,  and  resume  it  again  at  4  P.  M.,  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fri- 
days, was  suspended  for  this  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  Resolved,  That  when  this  house  adjourns  to-day  it  will  adjourn  until  Monday 
morning  ten  o'clock. 

Mr.  Leyburn  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  the  western  portion  of  the  state  for  the  repeal  of  the  laws 
authorizing  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Vbnablb  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Dorman  presented  a  petition  of  the  justices  and  members  of  the  bar  ot  Roanoke  county,  asking  to 
change  the  days  for  holding  their  county  courts,  which  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  Messrs.  Dorman,  Snyder, 
Haunah,  Carpenter,  Toler  and  M'Cue. 

The  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  governor's  message  and  accompanying 
documents  as  relates  to  his  demand  upon  the  executive  of  New  York  for  the  surrender  of  three  fugitives  from 
justice  was  taken  up.    [Doc.  No.  67/) 

The  first  resolution  is  tbe  following : 

Resolced,  That  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  governor  of  New  York  for  his  refusal  to  surrender  Peter  Johnson, 
Edward  Smith  and  Isaac  Gansey,  as  fugitives  from  justice,  upon  the  demand  of  the  executive  of  this  state,  are 
unsatisfactory  ;  and  that  that  refusal  was  a  palpable  and  dangerous  disregard  on  the  part  of  the  governor  of  New  York 
of  his  duties  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  Stales. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Socthall  the  same  was  amended  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "refusal"  and  insert- 
ing in  lieu  thereof  "is  a  palpable  and  dangerous  violation  of  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  United  States." 

The  same  was  further  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  May,  by  inserting  before  the  word  "  unsatisfactory,"  the 
word  "  wholly." 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  adopting  the  same  as  amended,  and  was  determined  in  the  affirmative 
unanimously. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of 
Bedford,  Mitchell,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thorn- 
burg,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whit- 
wonh,  Crafford,  Roane,  Powell,  Marshall,  Scott,  Aldcrson,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Bvrd, 
King,  Gucrrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskinc,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of 
Hampshire,  White,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Kennedy,  Reynolds, 
Wright,  Tayloc  of  King  George,  Fontaiue,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison, 
Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Caldwell,  Baskcrvillc,  Goode,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and 
Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hodges,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk* borough,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Ycrby,  Hudnall," Fitz- 
gerald, Hiden,  Aleshirc,  Hiner,  May,  Keen,  Tattmao,  Michnux,  Vcnablc,  Roberts,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm, 
Robertson,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Rockingham,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillcn,  Conn,  Grie- 
ver,  Ridley,  Crutchficld,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Stepheuson,  Goodson,  Walker  and  Stan- 
ger — 1 10." 

The  second  resolution  being  under  consideration, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May  the  house  adjourned  until  Monday  ten  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  FEBiiUAnY  24,  1S10. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CJibson,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  banks  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  bringing  in  a  bill  to  give  temporary  relief  to  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth. 

Mr.  Ratcliffe  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Prince  William,  praying  to  be  authorized 
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to  offer  a  reward  for  grey  fox  scalps,  which  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  Messrs.  Ratclifle,  Marshall, 
Powell,  Beard,  Fitzhugh  and  Broadus. 

Mr.  Do&mak  presented  a  petition  of  the  officers  of  the  144th  regiment  in  the  county  of  Rockbridge  asking 
to  be  peimittcd  to  train  within  the  limits  of  said  regiment,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  militia 
laws. 

Mr.  Chapman  presented  a  petition  of  the  altornies  practising  in  the  eighth  judicial  district  and  others, 
praying  a  change  in  the  time  of  holding  the  courts  of  said  district,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  for 
courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Wood  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Amelia  for  the  incorporation  of  the  Washington 
academy,  which  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  Messrs.  Wood,  Cabell,  Wilson,  Flood  and  Goode. 

Mr.  Carpenter  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Alleghany  for  the  establishment  of  a  se- 
parate election  at  the  house  of  John  Mastin  in  said  county,  which" was  referred  "to  the  committee  of  propositions 
and  grievances. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Tunstall  that  the  house  adopt  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  establish  a  hustings  court  in  the  town  of  Danville. 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tunstall,  Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of  extending 
the  corporate  limits  of  the  town  of  Danville,  and  so  amending  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  to 
incorporate  the  town  of  Danville,"  passed  11th  of  February  1S30,  as  that  no  person  hereafter  shall  be  eligible 
to  the  office  of  mayor,  recorder  or  alderman  who  is  not  a  freeholder  and  resident  of  said  town  ;  and  that  Messrs. 
Tunstall,  Keen,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell  and  Toler  prepare  the  same. 

Mr.  Tunstall  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  town  of  Danville  upon  the  same  subject,  which 
was  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Coleman  that  the  house  adopt  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges  be  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  establishing  the  district 
free  school  system  in  Virginia. 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Keen  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  M'Cue,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Coleman,  Powell, 
Marshall,  Alderson,  Howell,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Hamlett,  Worthington, 
Reynolds,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Allyn 
of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Ethcridge,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Keen,  Ratclifle,  Dorman,  Bare,  Spotts  and 
Walker— 36. 

Noes — Messrs.  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Mere- 
dith, Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Cardwell,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Crafford,  Roane, 
Payne,  Hale,  King,  Guerrant,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  M'Rae,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory, 
Ewing,  Lawson,  Orgain,  Banks,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Hodges,  Yerby,  Fitzgerald,  May,  Tun- 
stall, Alichaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Veuable,  Snyder,  Leybum,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Ridley,  Crutchfield, 
FiLzhugh,  Prince,  Stephenson,  Goodson  and  Stanger — 66. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following  letter,  which  was  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lee  ordered 
to  be  laid  upon  the  table : 

EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT,  February  24,  1S40. 
SIR, — I  have  to  inform  the  general  assembly  of  the  resignation  of  brigadier-general  James  Hogeof  the 
19th  brigade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't, 

DAVID  CAMPBELL. 

The  Speaker  of  the  Howe  of  Delegates. 

Mr.  Lee  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Harrison  praying  the  incorporation  of  a  silk  and 
agricultural  society,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures. 
Mr.  Venable  from  the  committee  on  banks  presented  the  following  bill  : 

No.  242.  A  bill  to  extend  the  act  for  the  temporary  relief  of  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth,  passed  De- 
cember 11th,  1839,  which  on  his  motion  was  read  the  first  and  second  times  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  governor's  message  relative  to  a  de- 
mand made  by  the  executive  of  this  state  upon  the  governor  of  New  York  for  the  surrender  of  three  fugiti\<  s 
from  justice,  was  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Dorman  according  to  order  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  243.  A  bill  changing  the  time  for  holding  the  courts  in  the  county  of  Roanoke. 

Mr.  Venablb  from  toe  committee  on  banks  presented  the  following  bills : 

No.  244.  A  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Norfolk  savings  institution  ;  and 
42 
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No.  245.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Clarksburg  savings  society. 

On  motions  severally  made,  leave  of  absence  from  the  service  of  this  house  was  granted  to  Messrs.  Hud- 
nall,  and  Smith  of  Rockingham  for  the  remainder  of  the  session  from  and  after  to-morrow. 

No.  99.  An  engrossed  bill  amending  the  laws  concerning  attachments  against  absent  defendants,  was  on 
motion  of  Mr.  May  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  120.  A  bill  concerning  western  land  titles ;  and 

No.  121.  A  bill  increasing  the  reward  for  apprehending  runaways  in  certain  cases,  with  the  amendments 
thereto  proposed  by  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice,  were  taken  up,  and  the  said  amendments  being  agreed 
to,  the  said  bills  as  amended  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  123.  A  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "an  act  for  the  better  organization  of  the  militia,"  with  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Tayloe  of  King  George,  which  was  under  consideration  when  the  house  adjourned 
on  Monday  last,  was  taken  up,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dokman  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  90.  A  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company,  with  the  amendments  thereto 
proposed  by  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation,  was  taken  up,  and  the  said  amendments  being  agreed 
to,  the  said  bill  as  amended  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  174.  A  bill  to  authorize  George  M.  Carrington  and  William  Walker  to  establish  a  ferry  across  James 
river  at  Richmond,  heretofore  reported  from  the  commiitee  for  courts  of  justice  with  a  recommendation  that  the 
said  bill  be  rejected,  was  taken  up,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  124.  A  bill  directing  the  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth  to  give  the  state's  guarantee  to  a  certain  loan 
authorized  to  be  negotiated  by  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  rail-road  company  was  read  a  se- 
cond time,  amended  on  motions  severally  made,  and  as  amended  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  125.  A  bill  to  authorize  an  increase  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac 
rail-road  company,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  down  iron  rails  or  a  more  permanent  plate  rail  superstructure  on 
said  road,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Tuwstall  according  to  order  presented  the  following  bill: 

No.  246.  A  bill  to  extend  the  corporate  limits  of  the  town  of  Danville,  in  the  county  of  Pittsylvania. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  fVight  the  house  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  ten  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  February  25,  1840. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wade,  Resolved,  That  this  house  will  proceed  by  joint  vote  with  the  senate  on  Saturday 
the  29th  instant  to  the  election  of  a  brigadier  general  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  tho  resignation  of 
general  James  Hoge. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 
Mr.  Ratcliffe,  according  to  order,  presented  the  following  bill  : 

No.  247.  A  bill  allowing  a  reward  for  killing  grey  foxes  in  the  county  of  Prince  William. 

Reports  of  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  rejecting  the  petitions  of  Mrs.  Abigail  Mayo;  and 
of  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Buckingham,  Prince  Edward,  Charlotte  and  Campbell,  for  a  new  county  out  of 
parts  of  said  counties,  were  on  motions  severally  made  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

A  report  of  the  commiitee  Ibr  courts  of  justice  upon  the  resolution  for  providing  by  law  that  but  one  set  of 
costs  be  taxed  to  the  defendants  in  any  court  where  more  than  one  suit  is  instituted  upon  the  same  obligation, 
was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hiden  laid  upon  the  table. 

Reports  of  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  upon  the  petitions  of  citizens  of  the  town  of  Front 
Royal ;  and  of  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Frederick,  Clarke,  Jefferson  and  Loudoun,  relative  to  the  extension  of 
the  Northwestern  road,  were  on  motions  severally  made  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

A  report  of  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges  relative  to  Yeales's  free  schools  in  Nansemond  county, 
was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Goode  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

A  report  of  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  was  read  and  agreed  to  as  follows : 

The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have,  according  to  order,  had  under  consideration  the  resolution  to 
them  referred,  instructing  them  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  changing  the  venue  in 
cases  of  forcible  and  unlawful  entry  and  unlawful  detainer,  and  have  come  to  the  following  resolution  thereupon  : 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  such  provision. 

A  report  of  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges  was  read  and  agreed  to  as  follows : 

The  commiitee  of  schools  and  colleges  have,  according  to  order,  enquired  into  *'  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing by  law  for  paying  to  the  school  commissioners  of  the  counties  west  of  tho  Blue  Ridge,  the  licit  proceeds  of 
lands  which  may  have  been  sold,  or  which  may  be  hereafter  sold,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  the 
general  assembly,  passed  March  30tb,  1837,  entitled  '  an  act  to  amend  and  explain  the  law  concerning  wes- 
tern land  titles,  and  for  other  purposes ;'  the  said  proceeds  to  be  expended  by  the  said  commissioners  in  the  erec- 
tion of  school  houses  of  a  permanent  character  in  their  respective  counties i"  Whereupon, 
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Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  make  such  provision  by  law. 

The  following  reports  of  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  were  read  and  agreed  to: 

The  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  have,  according  to  order,  enquired  into  "the  expediency 
of  constructing  a  dirt  turnpike  road  from  the  town  of  Newbern  in  the  county  of  Pulaski,  by  way  of  Wythe- 
ville,  Marion  and  Abingdon  to  the  Tennessee  line,"  and  have  adopted  the  following  resolution  thereupon : 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  expedient  that  said  road  be  made  ;  but  it  is  not  expedient 
that  it  be  undertaken  at  this  time. 

The  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  have,  according  to  order,  had  under  consideration  the  pe- 
tition of  Richard  Stevens,  praying  that  a  law  be  passed  authorizing  him  to  erect  a  Ham  across  Tye  river  in  the 
county  of  Nelson,  from  his  own  lands  to  the  lands  of  Tcrrisha  Turner  on  the  opposite  side:  Whereupon, 

Resolved  as  tlut  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  said  petition  be  rejected  for  want  of  the  due  notice  required 
by  the  rules  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

The  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  have,  according  to  order,  had  under  consideration  the  me- 
morial of  a  convention  held  at  Giles  courthouse  in  October  last,  asking  an  appropriation  of  such  sum  of  money 
as  may  be  necessary  to  construct  a  turnpike  road  from  the  Kentucky  line,  up  the  Louisa  fork  of  Sandy  river  to 
mtersect  the  Cumberland  Gap  and  Price's  turnpike  road,  at  or  near  Tazewell  courthouse:  Whereupon, 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  not  expedient,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  make  an 
appropriation  for  said  road. 

The  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  liuve,  according  to  order,  had  under  consideration  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  citizens  of  Fairfax  county,  praying  that  the  act  passed  February  the  27lh,  1834,  giving  the  Little 
river  turnpike  company  the  right  to  levy  half  tolls  on  all  return  wagons  and  carts,  be  repealed,  at  least  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  citizens  of  said  county  ;  and  that  said  company  be  granted  the  power  possessed  before  the  passage 
of  said  act,  of  levying  full  lolls  on  all  return  wagons  and  carts  having  five  hundred  pounds  weight,  on  condition 
that  no  toll  be  levied  on  wagons  and  carts  having  less  than  that  weight:  Whereupon, 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  said  petition  be  rejected  for  want  of  the  notice  required  by  the 
rules  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

The  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  have,  according  to  order,  had  under  consideration  the  peti- 
'  tion  of  sundry  citizens  of  Harrison  and  Monongalia  counties,  praying  that  a  bridge  may  be  constructed  across 
Three  Fork  river  in  the  county  of  Monongalia,  on  the  line  of  the  Northwestern  road :  Whereupon, 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  not  expedient  at  this  time  to  provide  lor  the  erection  of 
said  bridge. 

The  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  have,  according  to  order,  enquired  into  "  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act  to  provide  for  the  opening  and  repair  of  the  public  roads  of  this  common- 
wealth,' passed  March  the  3d,  1835,  requiring  the  appointment  of  road  commissioners  at  the  May  terms,  so  as 
to  allow  the  county  courts  (in  case  of  omission)  the  power  to  appoint  their  commissioners  at  any  subsequent 
term :"  Whereupon, 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  not  expedient  so  to  amend  the  said  act. 

The  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  have,  according  to  order,  enquired  into  "the  expediency 
of  collecting  and  embodying  into  one  act,  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  of  a  general  character,  now  in  force,  in  re- 
lation to  the  public  roads  of  this  commonwealth,  together  with  such  amendments  or  modifications  as  said  com- 
mittee may  deem  expedient:"  Whereupon, 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  not  expedient  at  this  time  to  collect  and  amend  the 
said  acts. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Goodson,  Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  incorporate  a  female  acade- 
my in  the  town  of  Abingdon,  and  that  Messrs.  Goodson,  Allyn  of  Norfolk,  Quillen,  Spotts,  Grievcr  and  Goode 
prepare  the  same. 

Mr.  Goodsojt  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  town  of  Abingdon  in  the  county  of  Washington,  relative 
to  the  same  subject,  which  was  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  following  bills  were  read  the  first  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time,  viz: 
No.  201.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Terra  Salis  in  the  county  of  Kanawha. 
No.  202.  A  bill  concerning  the  New  Shenandoah  company. 

No.  203.  A  bill  changing  the  mode  of  appointing  inspectors  of  salt  in  the  county  of  Kanawha. 
No.  204.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  Bank  of  Virginia  to  establish  an  agency  in  the  town  of  Scottsville. 
No.  205.  A  bill  amending  the  act  concerning  commissions  on  sales  made  under  decrees  in  chancery. 
No.  206.  A  bill  to  incorporate  ihe  Dupuy  and  Bryant  coal  mining  company  in  the  county  of  Powhatan. 
No.  207.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  to  incorporate  the  Harris  creek  manufacturing  company," 
passed  February  1st,  1832. 

No.  208.  A  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  the  Buffaloc  Ridge  springs  in  the  county  of  Nelson. 

No.  209.  A  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Bedford  savings  bank  at  Liberty. 

No.  211.  A  bill  authorizing  the  ballast  master  at  Fredericksburg  to  appoint  assistants. 
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No.  212.  A  bill  concerning  William  G.  Hall. 

No.  213.  A  bill  to  amend  tbo  several  acts  concerning  the  Holiday's  Cove  turnpike  company. 

No.  214.  A  bill  authorizing  Alexander  H.  Creel  to  establish  a  ferry  across  the  Ohio  river. 

No.  215.  A  bill  to  revive  the  act  to  incorporate  the  Stonewall  iron  manufacturing  company  ;  and] 

No.  216.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Montpelier  marble  company  in  the  county  of  Orange. 

No.  210.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  incorporating  the  Buchanan  and  Salem  turnpike  com- 
pany," was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hannah  ordered  to  be  committed. 

No.  242.  An  engrossed  bill  to  extend  the  act  for  the  temporary  relief  of  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth, 
passed  December  llih,  1839,  was  read  a  third  time;  thereupon  a  clause  by  way  of  ryder  thereto  was  offered 
by  Mr.  Banks,  which  was  read  the  first,  and  the  question  being  put  upon  reading  the  same  a  second  time,  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  passage  of  the  said  bill  and  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Haskins  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Aves— Messrs.  Wood,  Cabell,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood, 
Toler,  Fox,  Coleman,  Card  well,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Craflbrd,  Scott,  Howell, 
Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Byrd,  Guerrant,  Erskine,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire, 
While,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lan- 
caster and  Richmond,  Beard,  Raincy,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Baskervillc,  Evans,  Massie,  Allyn  ol  Norfolk  bo- 
rough, Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  Fitzgerald,  M'Connell,  Hiner,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Vena- 
ble,  Robeits,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Griever,  Crutchfield,  Spotts,  Stephenson, 
Goodson  and  Walker — G9. 

ISoks — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kintr,  Butts,  Tay- 
lor of  Halifax,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Fontaine,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and 
Middlesex,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Heath, 
Ralclifle,  Sturm,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Ridley  and  Prince — 30. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Goodson  the  bouse  adjourned  until  to-morrow  ten  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  Februakt  26,  1840. 

• 

A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  February  25,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled, 

"An  act  incorporating  the  Princess  Anne  and  Kempsville  canal  companies." 
They  have  also  passed  the  bill,  entitled, 

"An  act  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  town  of  Winchester,"  with  amendments  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

The  said  amendments  were  severally  agreed  to,  and  the  clerk  was  ordered  to  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

Mr.  Wilson  from  the  committee  on  agriculture  and  manufactures  presented  the  following  bill: 

No.  248.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Harrison  county  silk  and  agricultural  society. 

Mr.  Leyburn  from  the  committee  on  the  lunatic  hospitals  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  249.  A  bill  concerning  lunatic  hospitals. 

Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  reported  with  amendments 
the  following  bill : 

No.  107.  A  bill  fixing  the  site  for  the  scat  of  justice  for  the  county  of  Pulaski. 

And  presented  a  report  upon  the  memorial  or  instructions  of  the  borough  court  of  Norfolk  concerning  the 
borough  ferry. 

Mr.  Gibson  from  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  reported  without  amendment  the  follow- 
ing bill : 

No.  210.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  incorporating  the  Buchanan  and  Salem  turnpike  com- 
pany." 

Mr.  Wood  according  to  order  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  260.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Washington  academy  of  Amelia. 

Mr.  Caldwell  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Marshall  for  the  establishment  of  a  separate 
election  in  said  county. 

Mr.  Snyder  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Roanoke  for  a  separate  election  in  that  county. 
The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

Mr.  Stanoer  presented  a  petition  of  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  Wytheville  for  authority  to  raise  money 
by  lottery  for  the  benefit  of  said  town. 
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Mr.  Powell  a  petition  of  Jane  E.  Robedear  for  the  sale  of  real  estate  in  the  counties  of  Fairfax  and  Lan- 
caster. 

The  said  petitions,  were  referred  to  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  Powkll  also  presented  n  (Kitifion  of  William  Brent,  junior,  praying  the  passage  of  resolutions  instruct- 
ing the  senators  and  requesting  the  representatives  in  congress  to  use  their  influence  to  define  the  law  of  nations 
in  certain  cases;  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Goode  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Dorman  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  town  of  Lexington  asking  that  additional  powers  may 
be  conferred  on  the  trustees  of  suid  town  to  enable  them  to  pave  or  M'Adamizc  their  streets;  which  was  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee  of  Messrs.  Dorman,  Leyburn,  M'Cuc,  Stuart  and  Hannah. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Baskkkville  that  the  house  adopt  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  when  this  house  adjourns  on  Monday,  the  9lh  of  March  next,  it  will  with  the  consent  of  the 
senate  adjourn  sine  die. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman  the  same  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hunter  leave  was  granted  the  committee  on  the  public  armory  to  sit  during  the  session 
of  the  house  during  to-morrow  and  the  day  after. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman  leave,  was  granted  the  committee  of  finance  to  sit  during  the  session  of  the  house. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  M'Kae  that  the  house  adopt  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  extend  to  James  Edwards  a  hired  and  blind  musician  of 
the  public  guard  the  provisions  of  an  act  passed  in  1S32,  for  the  benefit  of  such  of  the  public  guard  as  may 
have  served  for  the  space  of  three  years. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May  the  same  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  .Smith  of  Gloucester  that  the  house  adopt  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  finance  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  refunding  to  Edwin  Broaddus,  shc- 

rifTof  Gloucester  county,  the  sum  of  twenty-four  dollars  und  twenty-three  cents  heretofore  paid  by  him  into  the 

treasury  on  account  of  unascertainable  lands  in  said  county. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Goode  the  same  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Gibson  presented  ,a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Hampshire  praying  that  a  portion  of  the  school 
fund  for  said  county  may  be  appropriated  to  each  of  the  academies  at  the  towns  of  Rornney  and  Springfield  ; 
which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Goods  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Also  a  petition  of  other  citizens  of  the  same  county  for  the  establishment  of  a  separate  election  in  said 
county ;  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances. 

No.  120.  An  engrossed  bill  concerning  western  land  titles,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  on  motions  severally  made  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table,  viz : 

No.  90.  A  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company. 

No.  121.  A  bill  increasing  the^  reward  for  apprehending  runaways  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;  and 

No.  124.  A  bill  directing  the  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth  to  give  the  state's  guarantee  to  a  certain  loan 
authorized  to  be  negotiated  by  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  rail-road  company. 

No.  17b.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Duul.ip's  creek  turnpike  company,  with  the  amendments  thereto  proposed 
by  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation,  was  taken  up,  and  the  said  amendments  being  agreed  to,  die 
said  hill  as  amended  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  1S3.  A  bill  incorporating  the  trustees  of  Bethany  college  ;  and 

No.  1SS.  A  bill  to  amend  an  act,  passed  February  the  3d,  1809,  entitled  "an  act  to  incorporate  a  company 
to  establish  a  turnpike  from  the  town  of  Lecsburg  in  Loudoun  county  to  the  Little  river  turnpike,"  heretofore 
reported  without  amendment  from  the  respective  committees  to  which  the  same  had  been  committed,  were  taken 
up  and  ordeted  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  12S.  A  bill  concerning  the  collection  of  rents,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  May  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

No.  133.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  prescribing  certain  general  regulations  for  the  incorpora- 
tion of  turnpike  companies,"  was  rend  n  second  lime  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  137.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  concerning  general  elections  in  this  commonweallh,"  was 
read  a  second  time,  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Banks,  and  as  amended  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 
•  Mr.  Watts  announced  to  the  house  the  death  of  William  D.  Hodges,  csq'r. ;  thereupon, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman  it  was  unanimously  Resolved,  That  this  house  has  heard  with  deep  sensibility 
the  death  of  William  D.  Hodges,  esq'r.,  a  delegate  from  the  county  of  Nansemond. 

Retolced,  That  the  members  of  this  house  will  attend  ihc  removal  of  his  corpse  from  the  Powhatan  house 
on  to-morrow  morning,  and  as  a  token  of  respect  for  his  memory  we  will  wear  the  usual  badge  of  mourning  lor 
thirty  clays. 

"On  motion  of  Mr.  Ridley  the  house  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  ten  o'clock. 
43 
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THURSDAY,  February  27,  1840. 

The  speaker  having  been  absent  for  the  last  six  days,  this  morning  resumed  the  chair. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  Fehruarv  26,  1S40. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bills,  entitled, 

'•An  act  changing  the  manner  of  appointing  an  inspector  of  flour  and  indian  meal  in  the  town  of  Win- 
chester ;"  and 

"An  act  to  extend  the  act  for  the  temporary  relief  of  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth,  passed  December 
11th,  1839." 

And  they  have  agreed  to  ihe  resolution  for  the  election  of  a  brigadier-general  to  supply  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  resignation  of  general  James  Hoge,  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  house  of  delegates. 

The  said  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  clerk  was  ordered  to  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

Mr.  Goodso.v  according  to  order  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  251.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  trustees  of  thn  Abingdon  female  academy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman,  Resolved  vnanimovsl;/,  Thai  copies  of  the  proceedings  and  resolutions  adopted 
on  yesterday,  relating  to  the  death  of  William  D.  Hodges,  esq.,  a  delegate  from  the  county  of  Nansemono,  be 
transmitted  by  the  clerk  of  this  house,  to  the  nearest  male  and  female  relatives  of  the  deceased. 

The  house  then  took  a  recess  until  one  o'clock,  and  the  speaker  and  members  attended  the  funeral. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cox,  Resolced,  That  this  house  will  proceed  by  joint  vole  with  the  senate  on  the  28th 
instant  to  the  election  of  a  general  agent  and  storekeeper  and  superintendent  of  the  pententiary. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Banks  according  to  order  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  252.  A  bill  authorizing  Ebenezer  Eliason,  William  P.  Eliason  and  Ebenezer  Eliason  jr.  to  construct  a 
toll-bridge  across  the  Hapid  Ann  river,  near  Barnett's  ford. 
Mr.  Douman  in  like  manner  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  253.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  Lexington  to  levy  taxes  for  the  improvement  of  the 
streets  of  said  town. 

Mr.  Michaux  presented  a  petition  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Little  and  Big  Deep  creek  navi- 
gation company  to  increase  their  capital  for  continuing  their  improvement  to  some  point  on  the  Appomattox  river, 
near  Dr.  Crump's  mill,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Michaux  that  the  house  adopt  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolced,  That  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  be  authorized  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  allow  the 
stockholders  of  Little  and  Big  Deep  creek  navigation  company  of  Powhatan  to  enlarge  the  capital  to  a  sum  not 
exceeding  fifty  thousand  dolhirs,  and  leave  to  extend  their  improvement  by  canal  and  rail-road,  or  continuous 
rail-road  from  Bellnemus  mills  to  some  point  on  Appomattox  river,  near  Dr.  William  Crump's  mill,  and  that 

the  said  company  be  allowed  the  further  time  of  five  years  to  finish  their  work,  under  the  charter  of  the  —  

day  of  1836,  and  that  books  be  opened  in  the  counties  of  Powhatan,  Amelia,  Cumberland  and  Char- 
lotte for  the  crealion  of  the  new  slock  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Venable  the  same  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  read  a  third  lime  and  passed : 

No.  133.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  prescribing  certain  general  regulations  for  the  incorpo- 
ration of  turnpike  companies." 

No.  137.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  concerning  general  elections  in  this  commonwealth." 
The  title  to  this  bill  was  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  May  so  as  to  read  "an  act  prescribing  certain  rules  of  evidence 
in  contested  elections." 

No.  178.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Dunlap's  creek  turnpike  company. 

No.  183.  A  bill  incorporating  the  trustees  of  Bethany  college  ;  and 

No.  1S8.  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  passed  February  13tb,  1S09,  entitled  "an  act  to  incorporate  a  company  to 
establish  a  turnpike  from  the  town  of  Lecsburg  in  Loudoun  county,  to  the  Little  river  turnpike." 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  bills  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

No.  107.  A  bill  fixing  the  site  for  the  seat  of  justice  for  the  county  of  Pulaski,  with  the  amendment  thereto 
proposed  by  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances,  was  taken  up,  and  the  said  amendment  being  agreed 
to,  the  said  bill  as  amended  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  210.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  incorporating  the  Buchanan  and  Salem  turnpike  com- 
pany," was  taken  up  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  138.  A  bill  giving  jurisdiction  to  justices  of  the  peace  in  actions  of  trespass  upon  real  and  personal 
property,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lbb  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  second  lime  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  viz : 
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No.  139.  A  bill  amending  the  act  authorizing  the  county  court  of  Monongalia  county  to  raise  money  for 
certain  purposes. 

No.  140.  A  bill  divorcing  Benjamin  Wright  from  his  wife  Marinnn. 

No.  142.  A  bill  incorporating  tbo  trustees  of  Richmond  college  ;  and 

No.  143.  A  bill  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  concerning  the  Hampton  academy." 

No.  144.  A  bill  increasing  the  tolls  of  the  Petersburg  rail-road  company,  was  read  a  second  time,  amended 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Watts,  ana  as  amended  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  145.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  society  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  clergymen  in  the  dio- 
cese of  Virginia,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  May  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  bills  were  also  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  viz : 

No.  146.  A  bill  providing  for  certain  alterations  to  the  hall  of  the  house  of  delegates  and  to  the  interior  of 
the  capitol. 

No.  147.  A  bill  concerning  Verlinda  Perry  ;  and 

No.  148.  A  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  Mangohick  in  the  county  of  King  William. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Watts,  Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  this  house  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  issue  a 
certificate  to  Dr.  Robert  H.  Webb  for  the  pay  and  mileage  due  to  the  late  William  D.  Hodges,  the  delegate 
from  the  county  of  Nansemond,  and  that  the  auditor  is  also  hereby  authorized  to  issue  a  warrant  for  the  same. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following  letter  from  the  governor,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crutch- 
field  was  laid  upon  the  table : 

EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT,  February  27,  1810. 
SIR, — I  have  to  inform  the  general  assembly  of  ibe  resignation  of  brigadier-general  Elisha  Boyd  of  the 
16th  brigade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't, 

DAVID  CAMPBELL. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  Hotue  of  Delegate*. 

No.  149.  A  bill  concerning  John  Seabrook,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  the  question  being  put  upon  order- 
ing the  same  to  be  engrossed,  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Cropper,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Flood,  Coleman, 
Cardwell,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Clark  of  Halifax,  M'Rae, 
Gregory,  Worlhington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Ramey, 
Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Staples,  Hiner,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Roberts,  Ratclifft,  Robertson,  Ley- 
burn,  Dorman  and  Walker — 39. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Carpenter,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Hannah,  Jackson  of 
Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Whit- 
worth,  Craflbrd,  Powell,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  King,  Guerrant,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax, 
Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Beard,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of 
Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Baskerville,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of 
Morgan,  Alesbire,  Michaux,  Venable,  Heath,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh, 
Prince,  Stephenson  and  Stanger — 55. 

Resolved,  That  said  bill  be  rejected. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bayly  that  the  house  adopt  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency 
of  so  changing  the  law  prohibiting  the  hauling  of  seines  within  certain  periods  in  the  county  of  Accomack,  as 
to  make  the  law  uniform  throughout  the  commonwealth. 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baskerville  the  house  adjourned. 


FRIDAY,  February  28,  1840. 

Mr.  Staples  presented  a  petition  of  Martin  Cloud  and  others  praying  for  the  formation  of  a  new  county 
out  of  parts  of  the  counties  of  Patrick,  Wythe  and  Grayson,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson  was  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  reported  without  amend- 
ment the  following  bill : 

No.  150.  A  bill  establishing  the  county  of  of  parts  of  the  counties  of  Monongalia  and  Har- 
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Mr.  Crotchfield  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson  was  laid  upon 
the  table : 

Resolved,  That  the  president  or  secretary  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company  be  requested  to  report 
to  this  house  a  statement  shewing 

L  The  aggregate  amount  of  the  printed  or  engraved  notes  issued  by  the  company,  payable  at  six  months, 
or  other  specified  periods,  to  order,  carrying  six  per  cent-  interest,  commonly  called  James  river  and  Kanawba 
company  scrip. 

2.  The  aggregate  amount  of  said  scrip  which  has  been  taken  in  or  redeemed,  shewing  whether  the  same 
was  paid  in  money,  exchanged  for  stock  of  the  corporation  of  Richmond  or  of  the  state,  or  for  the  thirty  years 
bonds  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company  guaranteed  by  the  state. 

3.  The  amount  now  outstanding  of  said  scrip. 

4.  The  amount  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company's  bonds  guaranteed  by  the  state,  which  have 
been  issued,  and  in  what  manner  disposed  of— whether  immediately  to  first  creditors  of  the  company  or  to  pur- 
chasers of  the  tcrip  from  them,  and  whether  at  par  or  less. 

5.  The  amount  of  the  stock  of  the  corporation  of  Richmond  bearing  six  per  cent,  interest,  received  of  said 
corporntion  in  payment  of  its  subscription — how  much  thereof  has  been  sold  or  disposed  of,  at  what  rate,  and 
in  what  manner,  whether  immediately  to  first  creditors  of  the  company  or  to  purchasers  of  the  tcrip  from 
them,  and  what  amount  of  loss  if  any  has  been  sustained  by  the  company  on  the  stock  received  from  the  cor- 
poration of  Richmond. 

6.  The  common  rate  of  discount,  monthly,  in  the  market  on  the  several  scrips,  bonds  and  slocks  above 
specified,  from  the  lime  the  company  commenced  issuing  or  disposing  of  them. 

7.  The  amount  of  contracts  entered  into  since  the  company  began  to  issue  their  scrip,  stating  the  monthly 
amount  during  the  last  six  months,  and  the  amouut  slill  executing  and  to  be  executed,  distinguishing  the  amount 
above  Lynchburg  from  that  below. 

8.  Id  whal  medium  the  compensation  and  salaries  of  ihe  president,  director*,  engineers  and  other  officers 
and  agents  of  the  company  have  been  and  are  paid — whether  in  money  or  in  the  scrip  of  the  company,  at  par 
or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baker,  Resolved,  That  this  house  will  on  Saturday  the  7th  day  of  March  next  proceed 
by  joint  vote  with  the  senate  to  the  election  of  a  brigadier-general  for  the  16th  brigade  of  Virginia  militia  to 
supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  general  Elisha  Boyd. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  resolution  to  the  senate  <md  request  their  concurrence. 

No.  2d.  A  bill  to  provide  for  a  revision  of  the  laws  with  ihe  substitute  thereto  proposed  by  the  committee 
for  courts  of  justice  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Southall  ;  thereupon  the  said  substitute  was  amended  on 
his  motion,  and  as  amended  was  agreed  to,  and  the  said  bill  as  amended  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

A  message  from  the  senate  by~Mr.  M'Mlllen  : 

Mr.  Speakeh — The  senate  have  adopted  the  resolution  for  proceeding  on  this  day  to  the  election  of  a  ge- 
neral agent  and  storekeeper  and  superintendent  of  the  penitentiary. 

The  house  then  proceeded  by  joint  vote  with  the  senate  to  the  election  of  the  said  officers ;  thereupon  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Cox  the  rule  of  the  house  requiring  but  one  election  to  be  made  at  once  was  suspended,  and  he 
nominated  Jomrs  G.  Walum  as  general  agent  and  storekeeper,  and  Charles  S.  Morgan  as  superintendent  of  the 
penitentiary,  and  the  senate  having  been  informed  thereof,  and  the  mode  of  election  indicated  by  this  house 
having  been  agreed  to,  and  no  person  having  been  added  to  the  nomination  in  that  house,  the  names  of  the 
members  were  called  and  the  vote  recorded  as  follows: 

Far  CharUt  S.  Morgan  at  Superintendent — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Carpenter, 
Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwellof  Bedford,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hannah,  M'Millan,  Meredith, 
Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Tbornbursr,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren, 
Brandos,  Wilson,  Whilworth,  Cru  fiord,  Roane,  Powell,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade 
of  Franklin,  Baker,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Hali- 
fax, Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Hamlett,  Smith  of  Isle  of 
Wight,  Gregory,  Wortbinglon,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lan- 
caster and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Heard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Caldwell,  Taylor  of  Ma- 
thews anil  Middlesex.  Goode,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan, 
Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Walts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  Aleshirc,  Staples,  Hiner,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tall- 
man,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venahle,  Robert",  Heath,  Ratclifle,  Sturm,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Dorman, 
Shipmnn,  Smith  of  Russell,  Qoillen,  Conn,  Hare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Crutcbfield,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince, 
Siephenson,  Coodson,  Walker  and  Stancer — 116. 

For  James  G.  Watson  at  General  Agent  and  Storekeeper — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Carpenter,  Ca- 
bell, M'Cue,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hannah,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle, 
Flood,  Thornburg,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Brnndus,  Wilson,  Whitwo'rth, 
Craflbrd,  Powell,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Gray- 
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son,  Erskine,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong, 
M'Rae,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Orgain, 
Banks,  Caldwell,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Goode,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery 
and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Yerby,  Alesbire,  Hiner,  May,  Tallman,  Car- 
roll of  Preston,  Venable,  Roberts,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Dorman,  Shipman,  Smith  of 
Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Crulclitield,  Fhzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Stephenson, 
Goodson  and  Stanger — 92. 

For  John  Wight  at  General  Agent  and  Storekeejter — Messrs.  Southall,  Wood,  Stuart,  Toler,  Cardwell,  Roane, 
Marshall,  Hale,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Wortbington,  Kennedy,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Lawson,  Beard,  Watts, 
Etheridge,  Staples,  Tunstall,  Leyburn  and  Walker— 20. 

For  George  W.  B.  Hale  at  General  Agent  and  Storekeeper — Messrs.  Hamletl  and  Keen— 2. 

And  for  Robert  Pickett  at  General  Agent  and  Storekeejter — Mr.  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond — 1. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Cox,  Meredith,  Etheridge,  Tallman  and  Haskinsbe  a  committee  to  act  jointly  with 
a  committee  of  the  senate  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  joint  vole. 

Mr.  Cox  from  the  joint  committee  reported  that  tbey  had  ascertained  the  joint  to  be  for  Ckarlet  S.  Morgan 
as  superintendent  142  j  and  for  the  office  of  general  agent  and  storekeeper,  for  Jamet  G.  Walton  113;  scattering 
28  ;  thereupon  Charlet  S.  Morgan  was  declared  duly  elected  superintendent,  and  James  G.  Walton  duly  elected 
general  agent  and  storekeeper  of  the  penitentiary  for  one  year. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bayly,  the  resolution  which  requires  the  speaker  to  vacate  the  chair  at  half  past  two 
o'clock  P.  M.  and  resume  it  again  at  four  P.  M.  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  was  suspended  so  far  as 
it  applies  to  this  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bayly,  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  governor's  message  relative  to  a  de- 
mand made  by  the  executive  of  this  state  upon  the  governor  of  New  York  for  the  surrender  of  three  fugitives 
from  justice,  which  was  under  consideration  when  the  house  adjourned  on  the  twenty-first  instant,  was  taken 
up.   [Doc.  No.  67.] 

The  second  resolution  was  read  as  follows  : 

Rctolvcd,  That  the  course  of  the  executive  of  New  York  cannot  be  acquiesced  in,  and  if  persisted  in  will 
make  it  the  solemn  duty  of  Virginia  to  appeal  from  the  cancelled  obligation  of  the  constitutional  compact  to  her 
reserved  rights. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Southall  to  amend  the  same  by  substituting  therefor  the  following : 
Resolced,  That  the  course  of  the  executive  of  New  York  cannot  be  acquiesced  in,  and  if  persisted  in,  in 
this  or  similar  cases,  it  will  become  the  solemn  duty  of  Virginia  to  adopt  for  the  protection  of  her  property  and 
rights  such  measures  as  the  occasion  shall  authorize. 

The  said  amendment  having  been  for  some  time  under  discussion,  Mr.  Crutchfield  demanded  the  pre- 
vious question;  and  the  question  being  put,  "Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?"  was  determined  in  the 
negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Cox, 
Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Powell,  Marshall,  Payne,  Howell,  Baker,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine, 
Butts,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Armstrong,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and 
Middlesex,  Clayton,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Massie,  Staples,  RatclifTc,  Snyder, 
Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen  and  Crutchfield — 35. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Jackson  of 
Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins.Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell, 
Broadus,  WTilson,  WThitworth,  CrafTord,  Roane,  Scott,  Alderson,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith  of  Gloucester, 
Gucrrant,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  White,  Seymour,  Lee,  M'Rae,  Hamlelt,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Wor- 
tbington, Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard, 
Ramey,  Orgain,  Banks,  Caldwell,  Goodo,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  Aleshire,  Hiner, 
May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Venable,  Roberts,  Heath,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Shipman,  Conn,  Bare, 
Griever,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walker  and  Stanger — 78. 

With  the  leave  of  the  house,  Mr.  Southall  withdrew  bis  proposition  to  amend  the  said  resolution,  and  Mr. 
May  submitted  the  following  as  a  substitute  for  the  said  resolution  of  the  committee: 

Resolved,  That  the  course  pursued  by  the  executive  of  New  York  cannot  be  acquiesced  in,  and  if  sanctioned 
by  that  slate  and  persisted  in  it  will  become  the  solemn  duty  of  Virginia  to  adopt  the  most  decisive  and  efficient 
measures  for  the  protection  of  the  property  of  her  citizens  and  the  maintenance  of  rights  which  she  cannot  and 
will  not,  under  any  circumstances,  surrender  or  abandon. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Robebtson  to  amend  the  said  amendment  by  striking  out  all  alter  the 
words  " acquiesced  in"  so  as  to  causo  it  to  read, 

Resolved,  That  the  course  pursued  by  the  executive  of  New  York  cannot  be  acquiesced  in. 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

44 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Bayly  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows : 
Ate8 — Messrs.  Burwell  of  Bedford,  and  Robertson — 2. 

Nobs — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Souihall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge, 
Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Haskins, 
Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broa- 
dus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Crafford,  Roane,  Powell,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of 
Franklin,  Baker,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax, 
Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Hamletl,  Smith  of 
Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster 
and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ratney,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and 
Middlesex,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Massie,  Allyn  of 
Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  Aleshire,  Staples,  Hiner,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Venable, 
Roberts,  Heath,  RatclifTe,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley, 
Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spoils,  Stephenson,  Good  son,  Walker  and  Stanger — 113. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  adopting  the  amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  May,  and  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  of  Halifax  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Souihall,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford, 
Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Hannah,  M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Cole- 
man, Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Whitworth,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson, 
Payne,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  King,  Erskine,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Lee,  Armstrong, 
M'Rae,  Hamletl,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard, 
Rarncy,  Harrison,  Banks,  Caldwell,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Clayton,  Evans,  Myers  of  Morgan, 
Massie,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Ycrby,  Aleshire,  Staples,  Hiner,  May,  Tunstall,  Tallman,  Roberts,  RatclifTe,  Robert- 
son, Leyburn,  Dorman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Griever,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Walker  and  Stanger — 79. 

Noes— Messrs.  Bayly,  Cropper,  Lockridge,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Wilson, 
Crafford,  Powell,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hamp- 
shire, White,  Gregory,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Goode,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pu- 
laski, Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Keen,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Heath,  Snyder,  Sbipman,  Smith  of  Russell, 
Ridley,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Stephenson  and  Goodson— 38. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  agreeing  to  the  said  resolution  as  amended,  and  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfield  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Souihall,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell 
of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith, 
Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broa- 
dus, Wilson,  Whiiworlh,  Crafford,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin, 
Baker,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Erskine,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Al- 
len of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Harnlelt,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Worthington,  Kennedy, 
Reynolds,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Lawson, 
Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Caldwell,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Clayton, 
Evans,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Ma?sie,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Aleshire,  Staples,  Hi- 
ner, May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Roberts,  Heath,  RatclifTe,  Robertson,  Snyder, 
Leyburn,  Dorman,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Griever,  Ridley,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince, 
Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walker  and  Stanger — 108. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gregory,  and  Smith  of  Russell — 2. 

The  third  resolution  was  read  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  this  state  be  authorized  and  requested  to  renew  his  correspondence  with  the 
executive  of  New  York,  requesting  that  that  functionary  will  review  the  grounds  taken  by  him  ;  and  that  be  will 
urge  the  consideration  of  the  subject  upon  the  legislature  of  his  state. 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gregory  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows: 


Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thorn- 
burg, Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whit- 
worth, Crafford,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  King,  Guer- 
rant, Erskine,  Butts,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Hamletl, 
Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Rich- 
mond, Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Caldwell,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and 
Middlesex,  Clayton,  Evans,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Yerby,  Aleshire,  Staples, 
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Hiner,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallroan,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Ley- 
burn,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Griever,  Ridley,  Crutcbfield,  Fiizhugb,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotta, 
Stephenson,  Walker  and  Stanger — 96. 

Noes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Cropper,  Hunter,  M'Millan,  Powell,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Gregory,  Roberts,  Shipman 
and  Goodson— 10. 

The  fourth  resolution  was  read  as  follows : 

lletohed,  That  the  governor  of  Virginia  be  requested  to  open  a  correspondence  with  the  executive  of  each 
of  the  slaveholding  states,  requesting  their  co-operation  in  any  necessary  and  proper  measure  of  redress  which 
Virginia  may  be  forced  to  adopt. 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bayly  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Aybs — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Carpenter,  M'Cue,  Lockridge,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Mere- 
dith, Haskins,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Coleman,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  CrafTord,  Roane,  Powell, 
King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  While,  Hamlett, 
Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade 
of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Walts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  Hiner,  Ro- 
berts, Heath  Ratcliffe,  Snyder,  Dorman,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Conn,  Griever,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of 
Surry,  Prince,  Spolts,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walker  and  Stanger — 59. 

Noes — Messrs.  Soulball,  Cabell,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Jackson  of 
Braxton  and  Lewis,  Kyle,  Corbin,  Cardwcll,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworih,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne, 
Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Guerrant,  Erskine,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Wor- 
ibington,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard,  llamey,  Orgain, 
Banks,  Caldwell,  Evans,  Alesbire,  Staples,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Robert- 
soo,  Leyburn,  Quillen  and  Crulchtield — 60. 

The  fifth  resolution  was  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  Virginia  be  requested  to  forward  copies  of  these  proceedings  to  the  execu- 
tive of  each  state  of  this  Union,  with  the  request  that  tbey  be  laid  before  their  respective  legislatures. 
And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  said  preamble  was  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  May,  and  as  amended  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  governor's  message  and  accompanying  documents 
as  relates  to  his  demand  upon  the  executive  of  New  York  for  the  surrender  of  three  fugitives  from  justice,  have 
had  the  same  under  consideration  and  agree  to  the  following  report: 

In  July  last  the  executive  of  Virginia  made  a  demand  upon  the  governor  of  New  York  for  the  surrender  of 
Peter  Johnson,  Edward  Smith  and  Isaac  Gansey  attached  to  the  schooner  Robert  Center  then  in  New  York,  who 
were  duly  charged  by  affidavit  regularly  made  before  Miles  King,  mayor  and  justice  of  the  peace  for  Norfolk, 
with  having  feloniously  stolon  and  taken  from  John  G.  Colley  a  certain  negro  6lave  Isaac  the  property  of  said 
Colley.  The  governor  of  New  York  refused  lo  comply  with  the  demand,  and  assigned  as  his  reasons  for  the 
refusal,  tbat  the  right  to  demand  and  the  reciprocal  obligation  to  surrender  fugitives  from  justice  between  sove- 
reign and  independent  nations,  as  defined  by  the  law  of  nations,  include  only  those  cases  in  which  the  acts  con- 
stituting the  offence  charged  are  recognized  by  the  universal  law  of  all  civilized  countries ;  that  the  object  of 
tbe  provision  in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  relative  to  the  demand  of  fugitives  from  justice  was  to 
recognize  and  establish  this  principle  in  the  mutual  relations  of  the  states  as  independent,  equal  and  sovereign 
communities ;  that  the  provision  applies  only  to  those  acts  which,  if  committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
State  in  which  tbe  person  accused  is  found,  would  be  treasonable,  felonious  or  criminal  by  the  laws  of  that  state ; 
tbat  no  law  of  New  York  at  this  time  recognized,  no  statute  admitted,  that  one  man  could  be  the  property  of 
another,  or  that  one  man  could  be  stolen  from  another;  and  that  consequently  the  laws  of  this  state  making  the 
Healing  of  a  slave  felony  did  not  constitute  a  crime  within  the  meaning  of  tbe  constitution. 

Your  committee  have  bestowed  upon  each  of  these  propositions  the  reflection  which  their  importance  de- 
manded ;  and  that  reflection  has  brought  them  to  very  different  conclusions  from  those  arrived  at  by  the  governor 
of  New  York. 

A  citizen  of  one  nation  is  permitted  to  enter  the  territory  of  another  upon  the  tacit  condition  that  he  shall 
not  violate  her  laws.  If  he  does  violate  them  he  may  be  punished  according  to  those  laws,  if  apprehended 
while  he  is  within  their  jurisdiction.  If  he  escape  and  take  refuge  in  his  own  country  or  any  other  state  he 
may  be  demanded  as  a  fugitive  from  justice. 

Whether  such  demand  ought  to  be  made,  and  if  made  should  be  complied  with,  is  a  matter  to  be  judged 
of  by  the  respective  authorities  making  and  upon  whom  the  demand  is  made,  each  for  itself.  Tbe  lesser  offences 
are  usually  connived  at,  and  in  such  cases  the  state,  whose  laws  have  been  violated,  is  satisfied  when  the  offen- 
der has  departed  beyond  its  limits.  So  the  slate  upon  whom  the  demand  is  made  may  in  some  cases  refuse  to 
comply  with  it.  Where  the  offence  was  of  a  trivial  nature  it  might  decline  to  comply  ;  and  in  such  case  the 
demand  if  made  would  rarely  be  insisted  on.    When  the  offence  was  one  created  by  tyrannical  laws  leading 
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to  oppression  or  persecution,  or  where  the  mode  of  trial  was  to  be  inhuman  or  inquisitorial,  it  would  be  under 
the  most  solemn  obligation  to  refuse  to  comply.  But  the  state  in  exercising  its  acknowledged  right  of  judging 
for  itself,  would  do  it  under  the  highest  responsibilily.  If  it  exercised  its  right  indiscreetly  and  refused  impro- 
perly to  surrender  a  criminal  whose  surrender  had  been  demanded,  it  would  become  itself  a  participator  in  his 
guilt  and  give  just  cause  of  war.    The  cases  in  which  fugitives  from  justice  ought  to  be  demanded  by  one 

Gwer  and  surrendered  by  another,  under  the  laws  of  nations,  have  never  been  specifically  defined.    It  would 
very  difficult  to  define  them ;  and  it  is  perhaps  better  that  each  case  should  be  judged  of  by  its  own  circum- 
stances. 

But  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  it  is  not  necessary  to  pursue  farther  this  branch  of  the  subject.  In 
their  opinion,  the  case  which  they  arc  considering  does  not  arise  under  the  law  of  nations,  but  under  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  ;  and  they  cannot  acquiesce  in  the  proposition  advanced  by  tlie  governor  of  New  York, 
that  the  provision  of  the  constitution  is  but  a  recognition  of  the  established  principles  of  the  Taw  of  nations.  They 
entertain  the  opinion  that  that  provision  is  an  extension,  and  not  merely  a  recognition  of  the  principle  of  the  law  of 
nations.  The  only  difficulty  upon  this  point  originates  in  a  doubt  whether  the  governor  of  New  York  has  not  re- 
stricted too  muchthe  principle  regulating  the  conduct  of  independent  nations  in  this  particular.  A  distinguished 
jurist  of  his  own  state,  in  a  solemn  judicial  decision  has  said  :  "  It  has  been  suggested  that  theft  is  not  a  felony  of 
such  an  atrocious  and  mischievous  nature  as  to  fall  within  the  usage  of  nations  on  this  point.  But  the  crimes  which 
belong  to  this  cognizance  of  the  law  of  nations  are  not  specifically  defined;  and  those  which  sirike  deeply  at  the 
rights  of  property,  and  are  inconsistent  with  the  safety  and  harmony  of  commercial  intercourse,  come  within  the 
mischief  to  be  prevented,  and  within  the  necessity  as  well  as  the  equity  of  the  remedy.  If  larceny  may  be  com- 
mitted, and  the  fugitive  protected,  why  not  compound  larceny,  as  burglary  and  robbery,  and  why  not  forgery 
and  arson  ?  They  are  all  equally  invasions  of  the  right  of  property,  and  incompatible  with  the  ends  of  civil 
society.  Considering  the  great  and  constant  intercourse  between  this  state  and  the  provinces  of  Canada,  and 
the  entire  facility  of  passing  from  one  dominion  to  the  other,  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  inhabitants  of  the 
rcspectivo  frontiers  to  live  in  security,  or  to  maintain  a  friendly  intercourse  with  each  other,  if  thieves  could 
escape  with  impunity  merely  by  crossing  the  territorial  line.  The  policy  of  the  nations  and  the  good  sense  of 
individuals,  would  equally  condemn  such  a  dangerous  doctrine."    (4  Johnson's  Ch.  Reports,  113.) 

Your  committee  will  not  argue  the  proposition  whether  the  governor  of  New  York  has  not  stated  the  princi- 
ple of  the  law  of  nations,  on  this  point,  loo  broadly.  But,  in  their  opinion,  it  is  certain  that  he  has  either  stated 
it  loo  broadly,  or  that  he  is  wrong  in  supposing  that  the  provision  of  the  constitution  relating  to  the  surrender 
of  fugitives  from  justice  is  but  a  recognition  of  the  law  of  nations.  Your  committee  will  not,  as  they  well  might, 
insist  that  the  governor  of  New  York  is  wrong  in  both  propositions;  but  ihey,  with  due  deference,  insist  that 
he  is  clearly  wrong  in  the  last.  That  the  2d  clause  of  the  2d  section  of  the  4th  article  of  the  constitution  of  the 
U.  States,  is  not  a  mere  recognition,  but  an  extension  of  the  principle  of  the  law  of  nations  relating  to  the  de- 
mand and  surrender  of  fugitives  from  justice,  is  equally  clear,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  whether  we 
refer  to  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  that  fection. 

There  was  great  reason  for  restricting  by  the  law  of  nations  as  much  as  possible  the  class  of  cases  where 
one  state  might  demand  and  another  would  be  required  to  surrender  fugitives  from  justice.  In  every  country 
of  Europe  the  criminal  laws  have  been  rude  and  imperfect.  This  may  be  said  whether  we  judge  of  them  from 
their  conformity  to  truth  and  justice,  the  feelings  of  humanity  and  the  rights  of  mankind,  or  by  comparing  them 
with  the  civil  jurisprudence  of  the  same  countries.  The  inhumanity  and  mistaken  policy  of  most  of  these 
codes  need  not  be  pointed  out.  With  some  of  them  suspicion  was  the  evidence,  and  the  rack  the  mode  of  trial. 
There  was,  therefore,  great  reason  for  caution  on  the  part  of  every  nation,  lest  its  citizens  might  be  dragged 
abroad  to  be  tried  by  foreigners,  in  modes  of  trial  to  which  they  were  unaccustomed,  for  imaginary  or  arbitrary 
offences.  But  when  our  constitution  was  adopted  there  was  no  reason  for  any  such  caution  with  regard  to  the 
rights  nnd  duties,  in  this  particular,  of  the  several  states  composing  this  confederacy.  In  each  of  them,  even 
before  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  crimes  were  accurately  defined,  and  penalties  were  neither  arbitrary  nor 
uncertain  ;  all  accusations  were  public  ;  trials  were  in  the  face  of  the  world  ;  torture  was  unknown,  and  every 
delinquent  was  judged  of  by  his  peers,  against  whom  he  could  form  no  exception  even  of  personal  dislike.  That 
constitution  was  adopted  by  those  states  in  order  to  form  a  more  perfect  union  ;  to  establish  justice;  ensure  domes- 
tic tranquillity  ;  provide  for  the  common  defence,  and  promote  the  general  welfare.  And  by  its  provisions,  which 
are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  it  guarantees  to  every  state  in  the  union  a  republican  form  of  government.  It 
provides  that  the  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment,  shall  be  by  jury  ;  that  sveh  trial  shall  he  in 
the  slate  where  the  crime  mis  committed ;  that  no  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital  or  otherwise  infamous 
crime,  unless  on  a  presentment  or  indictment  of  a  grand  jury  ;  that  no  person  shall  be  subject,  for  the  same  of- 
fence, to  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  of  his  life  or  limb,  nor  shall  be  compelled  in  any  criminal  case  to  be  a  wit- 
ness against  himself;  nor  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty  or  property  without  due  process  of  law ;  that  excessive 
bail  shall  not  be  required  ;  nor  excessive  fines  imposed  ;  nor  cruel  and  unusual  punishments  inflicted. 

In  a  constitution  formed  under  such  circumstances,  with  such  objects,  and  containing  such  provisions, 
one  would  not  expect  to  find  a  clause  specifying  the  cases  where  the  demand  of  a'  fugitive  from  justice 
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might  be  made  by  one  state  upon  another,  which  could  only  be  justified  by  a  doubt  of  the  justice,  humanity 
and  clemency  of  the  different  parlies  to  it.  On  the  contrary,  one  would  look  in  such  a  clause  for  an  expression 
of  the  greatest  confidence,  by  each  of  ibe  stales  as  parties,  in  all  the  rest  in  these  particulars.  Nor  cau  your 
committee  believe  that  a  clause  in  such  a  constitution,  securing  to  one  state  the  most  unlimited  right  to  demand,, 
and  imposing  upon  another  the  most  unqualified  duty  to  surrender  fugitives  from  justice,  would  impair  the  secu- 
rity of  civil  liberty.  And  such  a  clause  your  committee  believes  the  2nd  section  of  the  4th  aiticle  to  be.  The 
second  paragraph  of  that  section  is  in  these  words :  "  A  person  charged  in  any  state  with  treaion,  felony  or  other 
crime,  who  shall  flee  from  justice  and  be  found  in  another  state,  shall  on  demand  of  the  executive  authority  of 
the  state  from  which  be  fled,  be  delivered  up  to  be  removed  to  the  state,  having  jurisdiction  of  the  crime."  The 
words  treason,  felony  and  crime  are  common  law  terms.  The  common  law  was  the  law  of  the  land  in  each  of 
the  states  which  were  parties  to  the  constitution,  and  the  terms  of  it  were  familiar  to  its  framers.  They  must, 
therefore,  be  taken  to  have  been  used  in  their  common  law  sense.  Your  committee  will  not  stop  to  enquire  into 
the  meaning  of  the  terms  treason  and  felony  in  the  conslitution ;  they  will  confine  such  enquiry  to  the  word  crime, 
that  being  the  most  comprehensive  term  used.  Blackstone  defines  a  crime  thus :  "  A  crime  or  misdemeanour  is 
an  act  committed  or  omitted  in  violation  of  the  public  law  either  forbidding  or  commanding  it."  He  goes  on  to 
say  :  M  This  general  definition  comprehends  bolh  crimes  and  misdemeanours,  which  properly  speaking,  are 
mere  synonymous  terms."  Misdemeanour  is  generally  used  in  contradistinction  to  felony,  and  misdemeanours 
comprehend  all  indictable  offences  which  do  not  amount  to  felony,  as  perjury,  libels,  Sec. 

Your  committee  flatters  itself  thai  it  has  shewn  already  that  the  2d  section  of  the  4th  article  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  is  not  a  mere  recognition  of  the  principle  of  ihe  law  of  nations,  regulating  the  right  to 
demand  by  one  nation  and  the  duty  to  surrender  by  another,  fugitives  from  justice ;  but  that  that  clause  is  much 
more  comprehensive,  and  was  designed  as  between  the  states  of  litis  Union,  to  provide  a  more  perfect  remedy 
than  was  afforded  by  the  law  of  nations. 

But  if  a  further  argument  was  necessary  to  enforce  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  might  be  derived  from  the  1st 
paragraph  of  this  very  2d  section  of  the  4th  article.  That  paragraph  is  in  these  words:  "The  citizens  of  each 
state  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  states."  The  first  paragraph  of 
this  section  secures  to  the  citizens  of  each  stale  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several 
stales;  and  the  second  paragraph  but  enforces  correlative  obligations  and  duties.  Thus  are  the  privileges  and 
obligations  of  the  citizen  made  reciprocal.  The  citizen  of  one  state,  while  he  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
another,  is  entitled  to  all  the  immunities  of  a  citizen  of  that  state ;  but  if  he  violate  her  laws,  he  is  subject  to  the 
same  punishment. 

If  any  doubt  should  still  exist  as  to  the  correctness  of  this  position,  it  would  be  removed,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  committee,  by  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  which  framed  the  conslitution,  in  relation  to  this  clause. 
"The  original  articles  of  confederation  contained  a  clause  in  the  following  words : 

"•If  any  person  guilty  of,  or  charged  with  treason,  felony,  or  other  high  misdemeanour  in  any  state,  shall 
flee  from  justice,  and  be  found  in  any  of  the  United  States,  he  shall,  upon  demand  of  the  government  or  execu- 
tive power  of  the  state  from  which  be  fled,  be  delivered  up  and  removed  to  the  state  having  jurisdiction  of  his 
offence.' 

"  In  the  convention  of  17S7,  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  proceedings  of  the  convention,  for 
the  purpose  of  reporting  a  constitution,  reported  a  draft,  in  which  the  fifteenth  article  was  as  follows : 

" '  Any  person  charged  with  treason,  felony,  or  high  misdemeanour  in  any  stale,  who  shall  flee  from  justice 
and  shall  be  found  in  any  other  state,  shall,  on  demand  of  the  executive  power  of  the  state  from  which  he  fled, 
be  delivered  up  and  removed  to  the  state  having  jurisdiction  of  the  offence.' 

"  When  ihe  draft  was  before  the  convenlion,  on  the  28th  of  August,  17S7,  it  was  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words,  'high  misdemeanour,'  and  insert  the  words,  'other  crime;'  which  motion  passed  in  the  affirmative." 

And  your  committee  will  add  that  there  has  been  a  late  decision  in  New  York  sustaining  this  view. 

In  the  matter  of  Clark,  (9  Wendell,  212,)  ihe  then  governor  of  New  York  and  ihe  chief  justice  of  the  state, 
in  conformity  with  these  views,  both  decided,  that  a  person  who  was  charged  with  a  misdemeanour  only,  in  one 
state,  and  had  fled  into  another,  ought  to  be  delivered  up  upon  the  demand  of  the  executive  of  the  stale  within 
wbieh  the  offence  was  alleged  to  be  committed.  And  the  misdemeanour  charged  in  that  instance,  was  not  one 
which  was  recognized  as  such  by  the  universal  law  of  all  civilized  countries,  but  at  common  law  amounted  only 
to  a  breach  of  trust.    This  decision  was  made  afier  the  most  elaborate  argument  and  investigation. 

The  2d  section  of  the  4th  article  of  the  constitution  as  thus  construed,  is  just  such  a  provision  as  the 
convenient  administration  of  justice  demanded.  Each  state  having  confidence  in  the  justice  and  clemency  of 
the  others,  nothing  forbade,  and  convenience  required,  that  an  offender  who  had  committed  a  crime  in  one  state, 
no  matter  where  found,  should  be  removed  to  that  stale  for  trial.  Most  likely,  there  would  be  found  ihe  evidence 
of  bis  guili;  there  the  laws  which  he  bad  violated  would  be  best  understood,  and  most  perfectly  administered  ; 
and  above  all,  the  character  of  his  accusers  more  properly  appreciated. 

In  the  opinion  of  your  committee  the  next  position  assumed  by  ihe  governor  of  New  York  is  as  untenable 
as  the  first,  to  wit :  That  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  applies  only  to  those  acts  which,  if  committed 
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within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state  in  which  the  person  accused  is  found,  would  be  treasonable,  felonious,  or  cri- 
minal by  the  laws  of  that  state.  If  the  construction  contended  for  by  the  governor  of  New  York  be  the  proper 
one,  then  the  provision  in  the  constitution  was  unnecessary.  "  The  jurisdiction  of  every  sovereign  state  extends 
to  the  whole  of  its  territory  and  to  its  own  citizens  in  every  part  of  the  world.  The  laws  of  a  nation  are  right- 
fully obligatory  on  its  own  citizens  in  every  situation  where  these  laws  are  really  extended  to  ihetn.  The  prin- 
ciple is  founded  on  the  nature  of  civil  union.  It  is  supported  every  where  by  public  opinion,  and  is  recognized 
by  the  writers  on  the  law  of  nations.  Rutherforth  in  his  second  volume  (page  180)  says:  The  jurisdiction 
which  a  civil  society  has  over  the  persons  of  its  members  affects  them  immediately,  whether  they  are  in  their 
territories  or  not."  (Chief  Justice  Marshall's  sjieeth  in  the  case  of  Jonathan  Robins.)  If  tbe  provision,  secu- 
ring the  right  to  demand  a  fugitive  from  justice,  was  only  to  operate  where  the  laws  of  New  York  were 
violated,  then  it  was  superfluous,  as  New  York  might  enact  a  law  providing  for  his  punishment  if  appre- 
hended within  her  territory,  no  matter  where  the  offence  was  committed.  And  in  accordance  with  this 
principle  the  legislature  of  that  state  has  enacted  a  statute  punishing  offences  committed  by  its  citizens 
without  her  territory.  (2  R,  S.  698,  %  4.)  That  the  clause  was  not  designed  to  provide  only  for  the  case 
of  a  citizen  of  one  state  taking  refuge  in  any  other  state  than  the  one  of  which  he  was  a  citizen,  is  admit- 
ted by  the  governor  of  New  York  himself.  "  It  has  long  been  conceded,"  he  says,  "  that  the  citizens  of  tbe 
state  upon  which  the  requisition  is  made  are  liable  to  be  surrendered  as  well  as  citizens  of  the  stale  making  the 
demand." 

The  correctness  of  the  position  taken  by  your  committee  is  sustained  also  by  a  solemn  judicial  decision 
of  New  York.  In  the  matter  of  Clark,  chief  justice  Savage  declares :  "  With  the  comity  of  nations  we  have 
at  present  nothing  to  do,  unless  perhaps  to  infer  from  it  that  the  framers  of  the  constitution  and  laws  intended 
to  provide  a  more  perfect  remedy ;  one  which  should  reach  every  offence  criminally  cognizable  by  the  lavs  of  any  of 
the  states;  the  language  is  treason,  felony  or  other  crime  ;  the  word  crime  is  synonymous  with  misdemeanour,  and 
includes  every  offence  below  felony  punished  by  indictment  as  an  offence  against  the  public." 

But  admit  that  your  committee  is  wrong  in  this ;  restrict  the  clause  as  much  as  is  contended  for ;  admit  that 
a  former  governor  of  New  York  was  wrong  ;  that  the  chief  justice  of  that  state  wa9  wrong,  ond  that  tbe  present  go- 
vernor is  right — admit  all  this,  and  your  committee  humbly  submits,  that  the  answer  of  the  lieutenant  governor 
of  Virginia  to  the  governor  of  New  York,  on  this  head,  is  conclusive.  He  says  :  "  Is  it  true  that  the  offence 
committed  by  Peter  Johnson,  Edward  Smith  and  Isaac  Gansey  is  not  recognized  as  criminal  by  the  universal 
law  of  all  civilized  countries  ?  They  are  charged  with  feloniously  stealing  from  John  G.  Colley,  a  citizen  of  this 
state,  property  which  could  not  have  been  worth  less  than  six  or  seven  hundred  dollars.  And  I  understand 
stealing  to  be  recognized  ns  a  crime  by  oil  laws  human  and  divine."  To  this  the  governor  of  New  York  re- 
plies: "  It  is  freely  admitted  that  the  argument  would  be  at  an  end  if  it  were  as  clear  that  one  human  being 
may  be  the  property  of  another,  as  it  is  that  stealing  is  a  crime.  On  the  contrary,  however,  I  must  insist,  with 
perfect  respect,  that  the  general  principle  of  civilized  communities  is  in  harmony  with  that  which  prevails  in 
this  state,  that  men  are  not  the  subject  of  properiy,  and  of  course  that  no  such  crime  can  exist  in  countries 
where  that  principle  prevails,  as  the  felonious  stealing  of  a  human  being  considered  as  properly." 

The  governor  of  New  York  thus  resolves  the  whole  controversy  into  the  question  whether  slavery  can 
legally  exist ;  and  whether  slaves  arc  to  lie  regarded  as  property  by  the  northern  states  of  this  confederacy,  in 
their  intercourse  with  the  southern.  In  this  view  of  the  subject  it  assumes  a  consequence  which  it  would  not 
otherwise  possess,  and  which  demands  of  the  general  assembly  that  it  should  speak  in  a  manner  that  cannot  be 
misunderstood. 

That  one  human  being  may  be  the  property  of  another,  and  that  laws  making  him  such  have  been  recog- 
nized by  the  universal  consent  of  all  civilized  nations,  is  a  proposition  which  cannot  be  denied.  Your  commit- 
tee does  not  recollect  a  solitary  civilized  nation  of  modern  times  which  has  not,  within  the  nineteenth  century, 
recognized  slaves  as  property.  Not  to  swell  this  report  by  an  enumeration  of  other  instances,  your  commit- 
tee will  refer  lb  the  case  of  Great  Britain — a  nation  more  fastidious,  and  your  committee  might  add,  more 
fanatical  upon  this  subject  than  any  of  the  other  nations  of  the  earth.  It  has  only  been  within  a  few  years  that 
she  has  abolished  slavery  within  her  own  jurisdiction  ;  and  in  a  late  treaty  with  this  country  she  recognized  them 
as  properly  in  the  most  emphatic  manner,  by  making  pecuniary  satisfaction  lo  the  owners  of  such  as  were 
abducted  by  her  forces  during  the  late  war.  But  what  is  still  more  to  ihe  purpose,  every  state  in  the  Union 
except  Massachusetts,  at  the  time  of  ihe  adoption  of  ihe  constitution,  tolerated  slavery,  and  admitted  that  one 
man  could  be  the  property  of  another.  Indeed  it  has  onlv  been  within  a  few  years  that  New  York  has  abolished 
slavery  within  her  own  limits.  Until  thai  lime,  even  by  her  own  laws,  one  man  mighl  be  the  property  of  an- 
other. The  states  not  only  in  their  separate  individual  capacity  recognized  property  in  slaves,  but  in  the  most 
solemn  manner,  in  their  collective  capacity,  in  the  ndoptinn  of  the  federal  constitution,  did  ihey  deelure  that 
recognition.  That  constitution  not  only  recognizes  slavery,  but  it  guarantees  and  protects  the  master's  right  of 
property  in  his  slave.  In  proof  of  this  your  committee  need  only  refer  to  the  third  paragraph  of  the  2d  section 
of  the  4th  article  of  the  constitution.  But  for  that  clause  a  slave  who  should  escape  from  his  master  into  n  free 
state  would  become  free  and  could  not  be  reclaimed.    Considering  the  facility  of  escape  from  many  ef  the 
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slave  states  to  the  so  called  free  states,  this  provision  was  a  most  efficient  protection  to  us  in  the  enjoyment  of 
our  property.  But  your  committee  will  not  further  press  this  view  of  the  subject,  as  it  is  already  familiar  to  tbe 
public  mind. 

It  has  been  shewn  that  at  the  adoption  of  tbe  constitution  slavery  existed  in  every  state  which  was  a  party 
to  it  except  one.  It  was  recognized  and  guaranteed  by  that  constitution  itself,  which  was  the  act  of  all  the 
stales.  Is  it  competent  for  one  party,  by  abolishing  slavery  thereafter  within  her  own  jurisdiction,  so  to  affect 
it  in  other  states  as  to  destroy  it  as  a  subject  of  theft,  and  thereby,  without  the  consent  of  the  other  parlies, 
change  her  duties  under  the  constitution.  Sorely  one  party  cannot  directly  or  indirectly  vary  or  impair  the 
compact  without  the  consent  of  the  other.  Had  this  question  arisen  shortly  after  the  adoption  of  the  constitu- 
tion, even  upon  the  principles  of  the  governor  of  New  York,  there  could  have  been  no  difficulty  as  to  bis  duties. 
Then  slaves  were  property  in  New  York ;  and  tbe  governor  says  that  if  one  man  could  be  the  property  of  an- 
other, and  thus  become  the  subject  of  theft,  tbe  argument  is  at  an  end.  Was  it  competent  for  New  York  by  any 
act  of  her  own,  without  the  consent  of  the  other  parties,  to  modify  or  change  her  duties  under  the  compact,  and 
to  relieve  berself  from  tbe  discharge  of  those  duties  under  which  she  was  acknowledged ly  placed  by  its  provi- 
sions at  tbe  time  of  its  adoption  r    Can  such  a  proposition  be  insisted  on  ? 

hi  this  connexion  it  is  proper  to  enquire  what  laws  existed  in  Virginia,  in  relation  to  the  stealing  of  slaves, 
«l  tbe  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution.  The  same  laws  which  are  now  in  force  in  Virginia  were  in  force 
then.  Our  statute  cootains  two  provisions  upon  this  subject.  The  first  is  in  these  words :  "  If  any  person  or 
persons  6ball  hereafter  be  guilty  of  stealing  any  negro  or  mulatto  slave  whatever,  and  be  thereof  lawfully  con- 
victed, whether  the  said  slave  or  slaves  so  stolen  shall  have  been  taken  out  of  or  from  the  actual  or  immediate 
possession  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  slave  or  slaves,  or  shall  have  been  elsewhere  found,  he  or  they  shall 
be  adjudged  guilty  of  felony,  and  shall  undergo  a  confinement  in  the  penitentiary  for  a  period  not  less  than 
three  nor  more  than  eight  years."  (1.  R.  C.  page  427.)  Tbe  other  provision  of  our  statute  is  in  these  words: 
"  Whosoever  shall  hereafter  carry  or  cause  to  be  carried,  any  slave  or  slaves  out  of  this  commonwealth,  or  shall 
carry  or  cause  to  be  carried,  any  slave  or  slaves  out  of  any  county  or  corporation  within  this  commonwealth, 
into  any  other  county  or  corporation  within  the  same,  without  the  consent  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  slave 
or  slaves,  or  of  tbe  guardian  of  such  owner  or  owners,  if  be,  she  or  they  be  a  minor  or  minors,  and  with  the  in- 
tention to  defraud  or  deprive  such  owner  or  owners  of  such  slave  or  slaves,  shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  felony, 
and  subject  to  prosecution  as  in  other  cases  of  felony,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be  punished  by  fine  not 
less  tban  one  hundred  nor  more  than  five  hundred  dollars,  and  shall  also  be  imprisoned  in  the  jail  or  peniten- 
tiary house  for  a  period  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  four  years  ;  which  6ne  and  imprisonment  shall  be  fixed 
and  ascertained  by  a  jury."  In  the  next  section  of  the  act,  it  is  further  enacted,  "  That  not  only  all  those  who 
shall  willingly  and  designedly  carry  away  slaves  as  aforesaid,  but  all  masters  of  vessels  who  having  a  slave  or 
slaves  on  board  their  vessel,  shall  sail  beyond  the  limits  of  any  county  with  such  slave  or  slaves  on  board,  shall 
be  considered  as  carrying  off  or  removing  such  slave  or  slaves,  within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act." 
(1.  R.  C.  428.)  This  statute  was  passed  as  early  as  1753  ;  and  the  only  change  which  has  been  made  in  it 
consists  in  tbe  substitution  in  1799,  of  confinement  in  the  penitentiary,  in  place  of  "  death  without  benefit  of 
clergy"  as  tbe  punishment  for  the  felony  created  by  it.  Let  it  not  be  said  that  these  laws  are  harsh.  They  are 
less  sanguinary  than  they  were  at  the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  But  if  they  be  so,  citizens  of  other  slates 
need  not  come  unless  they  choose,  into  Virginia;  and  if  they  do  they  need  not  violate  her  laws  and  incur  their 
penalties. 

Thus  stood  the  matter  at  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution.  Did  Virginia  and  tbe  other  southern 
states  understand  that  the  northern  states,  by  abolishing  slavery  within  their  limits,  would  take  the  felony  of 
steabng  a  slave  out  of  the  operation  of  the  2nd  section  of  the  4th  article  of  the  constitution?  If  they  had  so 
understood  it,  would  they  have  agreed  to  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  ? 

If  there  was  one  feeling,  more  than  any  other,  which  marked  the  conduct  of  southern  men  at  the  time  of 
the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,  it  was  extreme  jealousy  and  distrust  of  the  northern  and  eastern  sec- 
tions of  this  union  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  The  proceedings  of  each  of  the  conventions,  south  of  the  Poto- 
mac, which  adopted  the  constitution,  demonstrate  this  too  clearly  for  doubt.  All  must  admit,  that  no  constitu- 
tion would  have  been  acceded  to  by  a  solitary  southern  state,  which  did  not  contain  the  amplest  guarantee  of 
property  in  slaves.  The  caution  which  our  southern  statesmen  manifested  on  this  subject  was  set  down,  at  the 
time,  to"  the  score  of  idle  fears  and  ungenerous  jealousy.  But  among  the  numerous  instances  in  which  they  dis- 
covered a  sagacity  and  wisdom  almost  more  than  human,  not  one  was  more  remarkable  than  this.  With  a  sa- 
gacity which  partook  of  prescience,  they  descried  the  dangers  with  which  we  are  at  present  environed,  and 
tbey  provided  against  them  by  provisions  in  the  constitution  itself,  ns  far  as  they  could  be  relied  upon,  and  by  a 
reservation  of  all  the  means  of  protection  which  unimpaired  sovereignty  can  afford  when  these  should  prove  in- 
effectual. 

The  southern  states  demanded  that  a  clause  should  be  inserted  in  the  constitution,  providing  for  the  cap- 
ture of  fugitive  slaves.  Could  men  who  required  a  provision  of  that  sort,  have  been  guilty  of  the  inconsistency 
and  absurdity  of  agreeing  to  a  constitution  under  which  any  one  of  the  distrusted  slates  could  produce  a  condi- 


Digitized  by  Google 


180 


JOURNAL  OF  THE   HOOSE  OF  DELEGATES. 


tion  of  things  in  which,  although  there  would  be  nn  obligation  to  send  back  to  his  bondage,  the  slave  who  had 
fled  from  his  master  to  gain  his  liberty,  yet  the  felon  who  should  steal  him  from  this  very  master,  might  go  ac- 
quit? Such  fatuity  might  be  looked  for  in  madmen,  but  not  in  a  body  of  statesmen,  unequalled  in  the  history 
of  the  world  for  their  cautious  wisdom. 

In  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  if  the  construction  contended  for  by  the  governor  of  New  Yrork,  was  jus- 
tified by  the  letter  of  the  constitution,  (as  it  clearly  is  not,]  it  would  yet  be  a  palpable  violntion  of  its  spirit,  and 
render  that  constitution  a  fraud  upon  a  portion  of  the  parties  to  it. 

The  positions  of  the  governor  of  New  York,  when  carried  to  their  legitimate  results,  lead  to  consequences 
of  a  most  frightful  character,  and  which,  as  it  seems  to  your  committee,  could  not  have  been  duly  weighed  by 
him.  The  governor  of  New  York  says,  it  is  no  offence  to  steal  a  slave,  because  one  man  cannot  be  the  property 
of  another,  and  cannot,  therefore,  be  the  subject  of  theft.  If,  for  these  reasons,  it  be  no  offence  to  steal  a  slave 
and  carry  him  to  New  York,  it  would  be  none  to  steal  him  and  carry  him  to  Louisiana.  Surely,  in  such  a  case, 
it  would  make  no  difference  whether  the  thief  steered  north  or  south  after  committing  bis  robbery.  The  conse- 
quence is,  if  a  citizen  of  New  York  were  to  come  into  this  state,  inveigle  a  cargo  of  our  slaves  on  board  his  ves- 
sel, under  the  pretext  that  he  meant  to  take  them  to  some  "  land  of  liberty,"  and  should  carry  them  to  Louisi- 
ana anil  sell  them  in  the  New  Orleans  market,  and  should  thereafter  take  refuge  in  New  York,  he  would  be  free 
from  arrest,  and  could  not  be  made  to  expiate  bis  crime.  And  without  wishing  to  make  any  unjustifiable  attack 
upon  the  citizens  of  any  state  of  this  union,  your  committee  would  be  wanting  in  candour,  if  they  expressed  a 
doubt  that  such  a  case,  if  the  course  of  the  governor  of  New  York  should  be  persevered  in,  would  be  of  proba- 
ble and  frequent  occurrence.  There  arc  bad  men  in  every  country  who  will  commit  offences  when  they  can 
profit  by  it,  and  do  it  with  impunity.  But  what  is  still  more  probable,  (if  the  course  of  the  governor  of  New 
York  be  acquiesced  in,)  is,  that  those  deluded  enthusiasts  at  the  north,  who,  in  pursuit  of  something  they  know 
not  what,  are  spending  thousands  and  thousands  in  efforts  which  they  must  see,  if  they  be  not  blinder  than  any 
one,  except  a  fanatic,  ever  yet  was,  can  never  accomplish  their  object,  will  attempt  to  make  those  efforts  practi- 
cally efficient,  by  coming  into  our  state  and  making  it  a  labour  of  virtue  to  steal  our  slaves  and  convey  them  to  a 
more  galling  bondage  than  tbey  now  suffer,  in  the  northern  states. 

Suppose  one  of  those  northern  fanatics,  who  believing  that  the  shedding  of  the  blood  of  the  wives  and  chil- 
dren of  southern  slaveholders  would  be  but  an  acceptable  offering  in  the  eyes  of  God,  should  come  among  us, 
and  after  inciting  our  slaves  to  insurrection,  and  aiding  and  abetting  them  in  it,  should  escape  into  New  York, 
consistency  would  compel  the  governor  of  N.  York  to  refuse  to  deliver  him  up  for  trial  and  punishment.  He 
would  say  one  man  cannot  be  the  property  of  another.  These  negroes  therefore  were  held  in  illegal  bondage, 
and  the  person  who  aided  them  in  their  effort  to  throw  it  off  only  performed  a  meritorious  action. 

Your  committee  do  not  wish  by  these  remarks  to  excite  idle  fears.  This  general  assembly  do  not  repre- 
sent a  timid  people.  But  the  abhorrent  consequences  flowing  from  the  positions  of  the  governor  of  N.  York,  if 
carried  to  their  legitimate  results,  tend  to  demonstrate  the  unsoundness  of  those  positions  themselves. 

The  most  painful  circumstance  attending  this  controversy  with  a  sister  state,  originates  in  the  conviction 
which  forces  itself  upon  the  mind  of  your  committee,  that  the  executive  of  N.  York  has  taken  his  extraordinary 
course,  either  under  the  influence  of  the  fanatical  feelings  of  the  northern  abolitionists,  or  with  a  view  of  con- 
ciliating those  enemies  of  the  domestic  tranquillity  of  this  country.  The  distinctions  of  the  governor  of  N.  York 
are  impracticable,  and  will  rarely  be  applicable  to  any  other  case  than  one  similar  to  that  under  consideration. 
The  common  law  of  England  is  the  law  in  every  state  of  the  Union  except  one.  The  statutory  crimes  and 
felonies,  in  them  all,  are  very  nearly  of  the  same  character.  There  is  scarcely  an  article,  except  slaves,  which 
is  property  in  one  stale,  that  is  not  property,  and  the  subject  of  theft,  in  all.  The  untenable  distinction  therefore 
of  the  executive  of  N.  York,  seems  to  have  been  taken  with  a  single  view  of  protecting  the  depredators  upon 
our  slave  property  ;  a  species  of  property  to  which  we  adhere  with  a  stronger  tenacity  than  such  as  originates 
only  in  a  calculation  of  its  value. 

Your  committee  lament  the  course  of  the  executive  of  N.  York,  and  they  trust  that  it  will  not  be  perse- 
vered in.  They  lament  it  not  more  on  account  of  the  interests  of  this  state,  than  of  N.  Y  ork.  They  lament  it 
because  it  brings  the  existence  of  this  Union  into  jeopardy. 

It  is  the  pride  and  glory  of  our  country  to  be  an  asylum  for  the  persecuted  and  oppressed  of  every  nation 
and  every  clime.  But  should  any  state  of  this  Union  erect  herself  into  a  place  of  refuge  for  the  thieves  and 
robbers  who  might  escape  from  the  offended  justice  of  any  of  her  sister  stales,  she  would  sully  that  glory  and 
render  herself  unworthy  of  that  sisterhood  which  should  be  her  pride.  And  the  country  may  rest  assured  that 
in  such  an  event  Virginia  will  take  proper  measures  to  extricate  herself  from  such  an  unholy  alliance! 

Yrour  committee  now  approach  the  only  part  of  their  duty,  the  discharge  of  which  has  given  them  any  difficulty. 
What  is  the  proper  remedy  in  this  case  ?  The  means  of  redress  and  protection  which  are  within  the  reach  of 
Virginia  are  ample.  The  only  difficulty  which  your  committee  has  bad  has  been  in  selecting  one  consistent 
with  the  relations  imposed  upon  the  members  of  this  confederacy  by  the  constitution.  A  variety  of  remedies 
have  been  proposed : 

IsL  An  appeal  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  Slates. 
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2nd.  An  appeal  to  the  congress  of  the  United  States  so  to  amend  the  statutes  heretofore  passed  upon  that 
subject,  as  to  authorize  the  demand  in  the  cases  contemplated  to  be  made  upon  the  circuit  judge  of  the  United 
States,  having  jurisdiction  in  the  state  where  the  fugitive  may  be  found. 

3rd.  The  appointment  of  inspectors  to  inspect  all  vessels  trading  to  the  north,  to  see  that  no  slaves  are  se- 
creted. 

4th.  The  requirement  from  all  citizens  of  N.  York  coming  into  Virginia,  security  for  their  good  behaviour. 

5th.  A  solemn  appeal  to  New  York  herself  to  redress  our  wrong  and  to  do  us  justice. 

There  are  objections  to  all  of  these  remedies,  but  something  to  recommend  most  of  them. 

1st.  An  appeal  to  the  supreme  court,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  is  entirely  out  of  the  question. 

In  the  first  place,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  the  supreme  court  has  no  jurisdiction.  The  case  is  in 
die  nature  of  a  national  demand  made  by  one  stale  upon  another ;  and  not  such  a  "  case  in  lav  and  equity"  as 
comes  within  the  provision  of  the  constitution.  There  is  nothing  of  "  menm  et  tuum"  involved  in  the  controversy. 
The  question  cannot  conveniently  " assume  a  legal  form  for  forensic  litigation  and  judicial  decision."  "By 
extending  the  judicial  power  to  all  emu  in  law  and  equity,  the  constitution  has  never  been  understood  to  confer 
oo  that  department  any  political  power  whatever."  (Chief  Justice  Marshall.)  Besides  this  the  remedy  would 
be  ineffectual.  If  successful  in  this  case  even,  it  would  afford  no  protection  for  the  future.  But  would  it  be 
successful  in  this  case?  Your  committee  cannot  express  the  belief  that  it  would.  As  a  mere  judicial  opinion 
of  the  duties  of  the  executive  of  New  York,  most  probably  it  would  be  unheeded.  We  have  seen  the  governor 
of  New  York  disregarding  the  decisions  of  the  supreme  court  of  his  own  state;  and  it  is  toot  probable  that  be 
would  shew  a  greater  deference  for  the  decision  of  the  federal  judiciary.  Besides,  bow  could  the  judgment  of 
the  court  be  enforced  ?  Your  committee  cannot  recommend  any  course  which  might  and  probably  would  bring 
the  authorities  of  the  federal  government  and  of  the  states  into  collision.  But  above  all,  the  wish  of  Virginia  is 
that  New  York  should  herself,  freely  and  magnanimously  do  us  justice.  We  would  prize  but  little  that  justice 
which  she  should  be  forced  reluctantly  to  yield  us. 

2d.  To  the  second  remedy  proposed,  your  committee  has  also  decided  objections,  and  it  cannot  withhold  the 
expression  of  its  regret  that  Georgia,  with  whom  Virginia  will  make  common  cause,  should  recommend  it. 

In  the  first  place,  the  surrender  of  a  fugitive  from  justice  is  properly  an  executive  duty.  The  executive  is 
at  (be  head  of  the  civil  and  military  authority.  It  holds  and  directs  the  force  of  the  state.  When  therefore  a 
surrender  is  to  be  made  the  executive  can  best  discharge  the  duty.  Besides,  it  being  at  the  head  of  the  state, 
it  is  especially  its  province  to  determine  in  what  cases  a  citizen  is  to  be  delivered  up  to  be  removed  to  another 
state  for  trial.  If  any  change  of  the  law  is  to  take  place  upon  this  subject,  it  must  be  a  general  one ;  and  your 
committee  is  averse  to  a  change  by  which  the  decision  of  the  question  whether  the  citizen  of  a  state  shall  be 
surrendered  as  a  fugitive  from  justice,  shall  be  transferred  from  the  chief  civil  and  military  officer  of  the  state  to 
the  federal  judiciary.  In  a  case  involving  the  liberty  of  the  citizen,  the  supreme  authority  of  the  state  is  the 
proper  tribunal  for  its  decision.  In  addition  to  this  it  might  be  urged  with  much  force,  that  the  provision  of  the 
constitution  itself  contemplated  that  the  duty  of  surrendering  a  fugitive  from  justice  should  be  discharged  by  the 
executive  of  the  state  to  which  he  had  fled.  It  is  true  the  provision  is  silent  as  to  the  tribunal  upon  which  the 
demand  is  made;  but  it  provides  that  the  fugitive  is  to  be  delivered  up  "on  the  demand  of  the  executive  au- 
thority of  the  state  from  which  he  fled ;"  and  the  inference  is  strong  that  the  clause  contemplates  that  the 
demand  is  not  only  to  be  made  by  the  executive  of  the  state  from  which  the  fugitive  had  fled,  but  to  be  made 
upon  the  executive  of  the  state  in  which  he  had  taken  refuge.  There  was  as  great  or  greater  reason  for  requir- 
ing that  the  demand  should  be  made  upon,  as  by,  the  executive.  And  the  act  of  congress  passed  shortly  after 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution  is  in  accordance  with  this  view. 

Besides,  the  change  proposed  would  add  another  to  the  list  of  cases,  already  too  long,  in  which  the  state 
and  federal  authorities  may  come  into  collision.  There  moy  be  cases,  where  no  state  would  permit  a  citizen 
to  be  surrendered,  as  a  fugitive  from  justice,  by  the  federal  judiciary.  And  in  some  of*  them,  resistance  would 
be  interposed,  when  it  would  never  have  been  thought  of  if  the  surrender  had  been  ordered  by  the  stale  authority. 
And  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  no  practical  result  would  be  produced  by  such  a  change ;  for  in  all  exciting 
cases  the  state  courts  will  be  called  upon  in  any  event  to  adjudge  the  case  finally. 

But  above  all,  your  committee  is  averse  to  sending  this  subject  into  congress,  and  thus  giving  the  abolitionists 
the  long-wisbed  for  opportunity  of  denouncing  in  the  national  legislature  an  institution  of  such  peculiar  charac- 
ter and  paramount  importance,  and  of  franking  their  incendiary  effusions  to  the  four  quarters  of  the  Union. 
We  have  always  denied  that  slavery  was  a  fit  subject  of  congressional  discussion,  and  your  committee  cannot 
recommend  any  course  which  will  bring  that  subject  into  debate  there.  And  your  committee  is  strengthened  in 
this  view  by  witnessing  the  exultation  which  the  abolitionists  manifest  at  the  prospect  of  this  suhjeel  being  intro- 
duced by  ourselves  in  this  form. 

3d.  The  proposition  to  appoint  inspectors.  This  has  much  to  recommend  it.  In  the  first  place,  the  reme- 
dy is  specific  to  the  wrong.  It  is  clear  of  all  constitutional  difficulty.  The  principle  upon  which  such  a  law 
would  be  founded  has  been  frequently  recognized.  In  point  of  time  first  in  the  recognition  of  the  validity 
of  quarantine  regulations,  and  last  in  the  law  punishing  the  transmission  of  incendiary  publicatiops  by  mail. 
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But  it  is  liable  to  objections.  To  bring  it,  perhaps,  within  the  constitution,  it  would  have  to  be  general.  In 
such  an  event  the  law,  which  would  be  harassing  and  vexatious,  would  operate  equally  upon  those  who  had 
wronged  us,  and  those  who  had  not.  Besides,  it  would  be  difficult  to  enforce  it  in  on  effectual  manner.  A 
vessel  might  be  inspected  one  hour,  and  the  next  take  a  slave  on  board  and  be  off.  This  would  be  the  case 
particularly  in  the  navigation  of  our  long  rivers. 

4th.  The  requirement  of  security  for  good  behaviour  from  the  citizens  of  New  York.  This  would  be  per- 
fectly just  in  itself,  and  might  produce  desirable  results.  But  your  committee  will  not  recommend  it  at  this 
time,  as  it  is  liable  to  many  objections.  In  the  first  place  its  constitutionality  might  be  questioned.  Although 
it  is  true,  that  the  constitution  is  a  compact  between  the  states;  and  although  it  is  also  true,  that  when  such  a 
compact  is  broken  by  one  party,  it  ceases  to  be  binding  on  the  rest,  yet  we  ought  not  now  to  take  this  ground — 
we  may  be  driven  to  it  in  the  end.  But  your  committee  will  not  lake  it  for  granted  that  New  York  will  perse- 
vere in  her  unconstitutional  course.  Let  us  give  her  every  opportunity  to  retrace  her  steps,  and  not  render  an 
amicable  adjustment  of  our  difficulties  impossible,  by  acting  as  if  we  considered  the  constitution  no  longer  bind- 
ing upon  us,  because  it  had  been  broken  by  her. 

5th.  A  solemn  appeal  to  New  York  to  review  her  course  and  render  us  justice.  The  objection  to  this  is, 
that  New  York  having  in  one  instance,  at  least,  before  this,  failed  to  discbarge  her  duties  as  a  member  of -this 
Union,  in  taking  effectual  means  to  protect  us  from  the  attacks  of  her  citizens  upon  our  domestic  institutions,  in 
a  manner  to  meet  our  just  expectations,  has  deprived  herself  of  the  right  to  be  met  in  the  amicable  spirit  which 
this  course  would  indicate.  But  the  governor  of  New  York,  in  his  late  annual  message,  has  brought  this  whole 
subject  to  the  attention  of  the  legislature  of  that  state;  and  your  committee  is  unwilling  to  believe,  that  the  state, 
in  its  sovereign  capacity,  will  sanction  the  course  of  her  executive. 

It  is  true,  that  the  governor  of  New  York  takes  the  ground,  that  the  subject  is  one  that  appertains  to  the 
executive  department.  He  says :  "  The  duties  of  that  department,  in  such  cases,  are  prescribed  by  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  and  not  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  New  York."  Nevertheless,  as  he  has 
brought  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  legislature,  and  expressed  a  deference  for  it,  the  probability  is,  that  he 
would  acquiesce  in  any  disposition  which  it  should  make  of  the  subject.  And  your  committee  is  fortified  in 
this  opinion,  by  the  fact  that  the  governor  of  New  York,  in  his  correspondence  with  the  executive  of  this  state, 
declared  "  that  as  an  executive  officer  of  that  state,  he  was  bound  to  regard,  with  very  great  deference,  and  the 
argument  must  be  conclusive,  which  should  prevail  with  him,  to  act  in  opposition  to  a  legislative  exposition  of 
bis  duties." 

Your  committee  will  not  discuss  the  question  whether  this  is  a  matter  about  which  the  state  legislatures 
can  act  at  all.  There  are  many  difficult  questions  involved  in  it  which  need  not  be  solved.  It  may  be  in- 
sisted, that  this  is  a  question  arising  under  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  with  which  the  state  legisla- 
tures have  nothing  to  do.  On  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  contended  that  the  state  legislatures  possess  the  exclu- 
rive  right  to  legislate  upon  this  subject,  and  that  the  provision  of  the  constitution  merely  imposes  a  duty  upon  the 
states,  but  vests  no  power  in  the  federal  government,  or  any  department  of  it,  except  the  Judicial  power  of  de- 
claring and  enforcing  the  rights  secured  by  the  constitution.  The  third  ground  might  be  taken,  that  the  power 
of  legislation  was  concurrent  in  congress  and  the  state  legislatures.  Your  committee  will  not  undertake  to  de- 
cide these  questions ;  but  it  cannot  bring  itself  to  doubt  but  that  the  state  legislature  may  act  in  a  manner,  not 
contravening  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  to  bind  the  executive  of  the  state. 

Let  it  not  be  said  that  by  conceding  the  right  of  the  slate  government  to  legislate  upon  the  subject,  we  con- 
cede a  power  which  may  be  exercised  in  a  manner  to  impair  our  rights  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
U.  States.  It  does  not  follow  that  because  the  state  legislatures  may  co-operate  in  securing  our  rights  under  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  U.  States,  it  may  legislate  in  derogation  of  them. 

For  these  reasons,  your  committee  are  disposed  to  await  the  action  of  the  legislature  of  New  York  ;  and 
they  arc  the  more  disposed  to  this  course,  as  there  is  no  occasion  for  haste.  The  slave  which  was  stolen  in  this 
instance  has  been  recovered.  No  private  justice  is  delayed.  Nothing  is  involved  in  the  controversy  but  a  prin- 
ciple; an  important  one  it  is  true,  but  one  which  will  not  be  jeoparded  by  the  delay  proposed.  In  the  mean 
lime  your  committee  recommends  that  the  executive  of  this  state  be  requested  to  renew  his  correspondence  with 
the  governor  of  New  York  ;  to  apprise  him  of  the  importance  we  attach  to  the  subject;  to  communicate  our  pro- 
ceedings to  him,  and  respectfully  request  that  he  will  bring  those  proceedings  to  the  attention  of  the  legislature 
of  his  stale. 

The  subject  which  your  committee  have  had  under  consideration  is  one  in  which  the  whole  of  the  slave- 
holding  states  are  equally  interested  with  Virginia.  Your  committee  therefore  recommend  that  the  governor  of 
this  slate  be  requested  lo  open  a  correspondence  with  the  executive  of  each  of  these  states,  informing  ihem  of 
the  importance  which  Virginia  attaches  to  this  subject,  communicating  our  proceedings  in  relation  to  it,  and  ask- 
ing their  co-operation  in  all  proper  measures  of  redress,  which  in  the  event  that  New  York  shall  decline  to  do  us 
justice,  we  may  be  called  upon  to  adopt. 

The  people  of  Virginia  have  not  witnessed  the  controversy,  somewhat  similar  to  this,  in  which  Georgia  is 
involved  with  Maine,  without  taking  in  it  the  deepest  interest.  Virginia  is  prepared  to  make  common  cause 
with  Georgia,  or  any  other  slave-holding  state,  in  a  similar  controversy. 
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It  is  true  that  the  grounds  taken  by  the  governor  of  Maine  are  much  less  exceptionable  than  those  assumed 
by  the  executive  of  New  York  ;  but  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee  not  less  untenable.  Your  committee  will 
not  extend  this  report  to  establish  by  argument  a  proposition,  which  has  already  been  demonstrated  by  others, 
and  which  will  not  be  controverted  by  any  unprejudiced  mind.  But  the  very  variety  of  indefensible  expedients 
resorted  to  by  the  authorities  of  some  of  the  northern  states  to  avoid  the  discharge  of  their  constitutional  duties 
goes  the  more  clearly  to  demonstrate  the  deep  rooted  hostiUty  of  those  states  to  our  domestic  institutions,  our 
peace  and  prosperity. 

The  patience  of  the  south  has  already  been  too  severely  taxed,  and  we  once  for  all,  without  bravado  or 
threat,  in  the  language  of  a  distinguished  senator  of  New  York,  warn  the  non-slave-holding  states  "that  they 
may  find  when  it  is  too  late  that  the  patience  of  the  south,  however  well  founded  upon  principle,  from  repeated 
aggressions  will  become  exhausted." 

Your  committee  do  not  apprehend  that  the  cause  of  the  moderation  which  they  recommend  will  be  misun- 
derstood. We  are  too  clearly  right  to  bo  rash.  Fortunately  Virginia's  character  for  chivalry  is  not  so  doubtful 
that  she  must  be  rash  in  order  to  seem  to  be  firm. 

Your  committee  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  in  high  terms  its  cordial  approbation  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  executive  of  Virginia  in  relation  to  this  controversy  with  New  York. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  preamble  and  resolutions  to  the  senate  and  request  their  con- 
currence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cropper,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  be  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  passing  a  law  subjecting  any  vessel  employed  in  carrying  slaves  out  of  this  commonwealth 
contrary  to  law  to  the  owners  of  said  slaves  for  the  payment  of  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman,  Resolved,  That  the  first  auditor  communicate  to  this  bouse  (as  near  as  practi- 
cable) the  cost  attendant  upon  the  re-assessment  of  the  lands  of  this  commonwealth. 

Mr.  Tunstall  from  the  joint  committee  on  the  public  library  presented  a  report  upon  the  state  of  the 
library. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snider  the  house  adjourned. 


SATURDAY,  February  29,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk: 

IN  SENATE,  February  28,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled, 
"  An  act  concerning  western  land  titles." 

They  insist  on  their  3rd  and  4th  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  con- 
cerning the  Northwestern  turnpike  road,"  to  which  the  house  of  delegates  disagreed. 

And  tbey  have  agreed  to  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  house  of  delegates  to  ibeir  6th  amendment  to 
the  said  bill. 

The  said  bill  and  proposed  amendments  were  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seymour  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  was  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  peti- 
tions from  the  atlornies  practising  in  the  8th  judicial  district ;  of  Woodson  Ford  and  others ;  of  citizens  of  Rich- 
mond county  to  authorize  a  certain  person  to  solemnize  the  rights  of  matrimony;  of  Boiling  Jones;  of  the  Be- 
nevolent Mechanic  society  of  the  borough  of  Norfolk ;  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Montgomery  relative  to  the 
sale  of  ardent  spirits ;  and  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Goochland  that  a  certain  free  woman  may  be  permitted  to 
remain  in  the  state ;  and  from  the  resolutions  relative  to  liabilities  of  constables  and  their  securities  in  their  offi- 
cial bonds ;  for  re-arranging  the  judicial  circuits  of  the  state ;  for  requiring  trustees  to  give  security  for  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  their  duties;  and  for  changing  the  mode  of  selecting  jurors,  and  allowing  tbem  compensation; 
and  from  the  bill  (No.  97)  concerning  lotteries;  and  the  said  petitions,  resolutions  and  bill  were  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  Robertson  presented  a  petition  of  V.  A.  Stewart,  praying  indemnity  for  tbe  amount  of  money  ex- 
pended by  him  in  tbe  detection  of  a  certain  Murrell  and  his  accomplices,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  May  was  or- 
dered to  be  laid  upon  tbe  table. 

Mr.  Cardwell  from  the  committee  on  enrolled  bills  reported  that  they  bad  examined  the  said  bilk  from 
No.  60  to  72,  and  found  them  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  for  further  examination. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Crutchfield  on  yesterday  was  taken  up 
and  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Retolved,  That  the  president  or  secretary  of  tbe  James  river  and  Kanawha  company  be  requested  to  report 
to  this  bouse  a  statement  shewing 
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1.  The  aggregate  amount  of  tbe  printed  or  engraved  notes  issued  by  tbe  company,  payable  at  six  months' 
or  other  specified  periods,  to  order,  carrying  six  per  cenL  interest,  commonly  calleu  James  river  and  Kanawha 
company  scrip. 

2.  Tbe  aggregate  amount  of  said  scrip  which  has  been  taken  in  or  redeemed,  shewing  whether  the  same 
was  paid  in  money,  exchanged  for  stock  of  the  corporation  of  Richmond  or  of  the  state,  or  for  the  thirty  years 
bonds  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company,  guaranteed  by  the  state. 

3.  The  amount  now  outstanding  of  said  scrip. 

4.  The  amount  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company's  bonds  guaranteed  by  tbe  state,  which  have 
been  issued,  and  in  what  manner  disposed  of— whether  immediately  to  6rst  crediiors  of  tbe  company,  or  to 
purchasers  of  tbe  scrip  from  them,  and  whether  at  par  or  less. 

6.  Tbe  amount  of  the  stock  of  the  corporation  of  Richmond  bearing  six  per  cent,  interest,  received  of  said 
corporation  in  payment  of  its  subscription — how  much  thereof  has  been  sold  or  disposed  of,  at  what  rate,  and 
in  what  manner,  whether  immediately  to  6rst  creditors  of  the  company  or  to  purchasers  of  tbe  scrip  from  them, 
and  what  amount  of  loss  if  any  has  been  sustained  by  the  company  on  the  stock  received  from  the  corporation 
of  Richmond. 

6.  Tbe  common  rate  of  discount,  monthly,  in  the  market  on  the  several  scrips,  bonds  and  stocks  above 
specified,  from  the  time  the  company  commenced  issuing  or  disposing  of  them. 

7.  The  amount  of  contracts  entered  into  since  the  company  began  to  issue  their  scrip,  stating  the  monthly 
amount  during  tbe  last  six  months,  and  the  amount  still  executing  and  to  be  executed,  distinguiabiug  tbe  amount 
above  Lynchburg  from  that  below. 

5.  In  what  medium  the  compensation  and  salaries  of  the  president,  directors,  engineers,  and  other  officers 
and  agents  of  tbe  company  have  been  and  are  paid,  whether  in  money  or  in  the  scrip  of  tbe  company,  at  par  or 
otherwise. 

No.  121.  An  engrossed  bill  increasing  the  reward  for  apprehending  runaways  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other 
purposes,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylob  of  King  George  and  read  a  third  time ;  thereupon  a  clause  by 
way  of  ryder  thereto  was  submitted  by  him,  which  was  twice  read,  and  forthwith  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time,  and  the  said  bill  and  ryder  was  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  tbe  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Venable  from  the  committee  on  banks  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  254.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  hanks  of  this  commonwealth  to  issue  notes  of  the  denomination  of  one  and 
two  dollars. 

On  motions  made,  leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Messrs.  Fox  and  Baskerville  for  tbe  remainder  of  the 
session  from  Mouday  nexL 

No.  SO.  A  bill,  entitled  "an  act  concerning  flour  barrels,"  with  the  amendments  thereto  proposed  by  the 
senate,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  and  the  said  amendments  being  agreed  to,  the  clerk  was 
ordered  to  inform  tbe  senate  thereof. 

Mr.  May  presented  a  petition  of  Henry  Timanus  and  others  praying  for  some  redress  for  losses  on  tbe 
bonds  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company  held  by  them,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Venable  was  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Conn  presented  a  petition  of  a  portion  of  the  citizens  of  the  county  of  Shenandoah,  praying  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law  authorizing  the  county  court  to  lake  stock  in  the  Valley  turnpike,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  V  en- 
able was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Tunstall  the  following  report  was  taken  up  and  read : 

The  joint  committee  of  the  senate  and  bouse  of  delegates  appointed  to  examine  tbe  library,  having  per- 
formed that  duty,  make  the  following  report : 

It  appears  Irani  the  report  of  the  librarian  of  the  "  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  library  fund,"  which 
by  the  act  of  22d  February  1830,  "concerning  the  pubhc  library,"  he  is  required  annually  to  render  to  the  joint 
committee,  that  there  was 

On  hand  January  1st,  1839,  as  per  last  report  a  balance  amounting  to  -  -         1,049  78 

Received  during  tbe  year  ending  31st  December  1839,  from  sales  of  books  and  maps  the  sum  of        2,750  40 

Making  an  aggregate  of  -  -  -       $3,800  18 

Which  was  applied  to  the  payment  of  interest  on  $  9,600  at  6  per  cent,  due  to  the  literary  fund 

borrowed  under  acts  of  February  28th,  1829,  and  22d  February  1830,          -                -  570  00 

Appropriation  to  library  at  Lewisburg  under  act  of  28lh  March  1839.                 -                -  500  00 

Purchases  of  books,  including  a  small  amount  of  contingent  expenses,                -                -  2,718  64 

Leaving  an  unexpended  balance  on  31st  December  1839,  of            -               -               -  11  54 

$3,800  18 


Digitized  by  Google 


JOURNAL  OF  THE   HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES. 


185 


All  of  which  appears  more  in  detail  in  the  accompanying  statement  of  the  librarian's  account,  which  has  been 
carefully  examined,  and  found  to  exhibit  a  degree  of  correctness  to  which  the  committee  take  pleasure  in  bear- 
ing testimony,  as  well  as  to  his  general  fidelity  and  capneity  in  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  institution. 

The  committee  have  found  that  the  library  room  is  scarcely  capable  of  containing  the  present  number  of 
volumes,  and  looking  to  its  extension,  on  the  same  principle  of  enlarged  patriotism,  which  has  heretofore  guided 
the  general  assembly  in  creating  and  subsequently  extending  to  it  a  Ibstering  care,  think  it  necessary  that  some 
provision  should  be  made  for  the  increase  to  be  made  in  future  as  well  as  for  its  present  wants.  They  have, 
therefore,  adopted  a  resolution  recommending  that  the  law  library  be  transferred  to  the  small  room  now  occu- 
pied by  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth  adjoining  the  library,  which  from  the  most  casual  observation  will 
be  found  too  small  for  the  arrangement  and  preservation  of  the  present  targe  and  still  accumulating  mass  of  re- 
cords and  papers  under  the  care  of  that  officer;  and  most  illy  suited  to  the  convenience  of  the  chief  magis- 
trate of  the  commonwealth,  the  greater  part  of  whose  duties  have  reference  to  papers  in  the  care  of  the  secre- 
tary, and  as  at  present  situated,  must  be  discharged  at  a  great  sacrifice  of  his  comfort  and  convenience.  For 
the  better  understanding  of  this  matter,  we  refer  to  the  following  portion  of  a  communication  addressed  to  the 
general  assembly  by  the  governor  on  the  3d  March  1S38. 

"  The  room  now  occupied  by  the  secretnry,  in  which  he  keeps  all  the  books,  papers  and  documents  belong- 
ing to  the  executive  department,  and  where  he  and  bis  assistant  clerks  perform  their  duties,  is  about  fifteen  feet 
wide,  having  in  it  but  one  window,  and  that  one  at  the  end  near  the  fire-place,  where  there  is  not  space  for  more 
than  one  small  table  or  writing  desk.  This  office  ought  to  be  sufficiently  large  to  accommodate  the  secretary 
and  both  his  clerks  with  suitable  tables  and  desks  for  their  papers,  and  for  a  table  for  the  governor,  whenever 
it  becomes  necessary  for  him  to  transact  business  with  the  secretary." 

"  The  governor  has  no  room  or  office  in  the  capitol,  and  when  he  transacts  any  business  there,  he  is  obliged 
to  do  it  in  the  council  chamber.  This  subjects  him  to  interruption  and  inconvenience;  but  even  if  this  were 
not  the  case,  he  should  have  a  room  uuder  his  entire  control,  where  he  might  receive  gentlemen  having  business 
with  him." 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  the  committee  have  also  recommended  that  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  commonwealth  be  transferred  to  the  largo  room  adjoining,  which  was  originally  appropriated  as  a  council 
chamber,  when  the  executive  was  differently  constituted  under  our  former  constitution,  and  when  the  council 
consisted  of  eight  members.  The  committee  think  that  one  of  the  smaller  rooms  of  the  capitol  will  be  amply 
sufficient  for  the  accommodation  of  the  council,  and  that  a  decent  respect  to  the  comfort  of  the  chief  magistrate 
of  the  commonwealth  requires  the  change  to  be  made.  They  have  made  this  recommendation  the  more  readily 
because  no  expense  will  be  necessary  to  prepare  the  secretary's  office  for  the  law  library,  as  the  present  shelves 
are  very  suitable  for  receiving  the  law  books,  and  when  this  change  is  made,  the  committee  believe  the  public 
interest  will  be  promoted  in  the  more  prompt  dispatch  of  judicial  business,  by  making  this  room  at  the  same  time 
the  law  library  and  the  judges'  conference  room,  which  the  committee  understand,  will  be  peculiarly  acceptable 
to  them.  The  judges  will  then  vacate  their  present  conference  room  to  be  used  in  place  of  whatever  room  the 
council  may  select. 

By  the  2nd  section  of  the  act  "concerning  the  library,"  passed  February  28th,  1S29,  requiring  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  of  the  literary  fund  to  loan  $6000  to  the  library  fund,  it  is  prescribed  that  "the  librarian 
shall  set  apart,  from  time  to  time  as  the  proceeds  of  sale  may  be  received,  one  half  of  such  proceeds  for  the 
payment  of  the  annual  interest  accrued  on  said  loan,  and  for  the  final  redemption  of  the  principal  thereof." 
The  act  "concerning  the  public  library,"  passed  22nd  February  1830,  directed  a  further  loan  of  8 4000  and 
suspended  the  payment  of  the  principal  "  until  the  further  order  of  the  general  assembly,"  but  special  authority 
being  given  to  the  joint  committee  by  an  act  passed  on  the  20th  March  1S32  "  to  direct  the  gradual  extinction 
of  the  debt  due  from  the  library  fund  to  the  literary  fund,  at  such  times  and  in  such  proportions  as  in  their 
opinion  the  interest  of  the  library  and  the  income  of  the  fund  will  justify" — the  committee  deem  it  their  duty, 
looking  to  the  present  condition  of  the  library,  to  carry  out  the  spirit  of  the  act  authorizing  the  first  loan  which 
made  it  imperative  on  the  librarian  to  appropriate  part  of  the  funds  of  the  institution  to  the  extinguishment  of 
its  debt;  they  have  therefore  directed  that  S500,  the  present  year,  and  S 1000  annually  hereafter  shall  be  appro- 
priated to  the  extinguishment  of  the  principal. 

The  suggestions  of  the  librarian  in  relation  to  the  commencement  of  a  foundation  for  a  library  for  the  mili- 
tary institute  recently  established  at  Lexington  arsenal  are  regarded  by  the  committee  as  founded  in  wisdom 
and  sound  policy,  but  considering  the  appropriation  of  any  part  of  the  literary  fund  as  more  peculiarly  a  sub- 
ject for  the  consideration  of  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges,  they  forbear  to  do  more  than  to  recommend 
that  part  of  his  report  to  the  consideration  of  the  general  assembly,  and  that  the  institute  be  put  upon  the  same 
footing  as  the  colleges  in  regard  to  donations  of  books  and  maps  from  the  library  fund. 

The  committee  also  consider  it  expedient  to  supply  such  new  counties  as  have  not  received  it  with  a  copy 
of  the  small  map,  all  the  counties  which  existed  at  the  time  of  the  publication  having  been  furnished,  and  the 
remainder  given  to  the  library. 
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It  appears  to  the  committee  that  by  the  customary  interchange  between  this  and  the  other  states,  a  number 
of  copies  of  the  laws  of  the  several  slates  and  the  United  States  nave  accumulated  in  the  capitol.  One  copy 
being  necessarily  preserved  in  the  library,  the  committee  recommend  that  the  surplus  copies  be  collected  and 
sent  to  the  library  of  the  court  of  appeals  at  Lewisburg  and  to  the  University,  at  both  which  places  they  would 
be  valuable. 

The  committee  respectfully  submit  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  accounts  of  the  librarian  ending  the  31st  December  1839  be  received  and  allowed. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  librarian  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  furnish  the  clerks  of  such  new  counties  as 
have  not  been  supplied,  with  a  copy  of  the  small  map  to  be  deposited  in  their  offices. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  librarian  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  cause  to  be  collected  all  copies  of  the  laws 
of  other  slates  and  of  the  United  Slates  which  have  not  been  deposited  in  the  library,  and  one  copy  to  be  sent 
to  the  library  of  the  court  of  appeals  at  Lewisburg  and  one  copy  to  the  University. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  room  occupied  as  ihe  office  of  (he  secretary  of  the  commonwealth  be  attached  to  the 
library,  and  that  provision  be  made  for  transferring  that  office  to  another  apartment. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  library  committee  be  authorized  to  make  such  donations  of  books  and  maps  to  tbe 
military  institute  as  have  heretofore  been  given  to  the  colleges. 

The  first,  second,  third  and  fifth  resolutions  were  severally  agreed  to  and  the  fourth  resolution  was  disa- 
greed to. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Librarian  upon  the  State  Library  for  the  year  1S39. 

On  the  1st  day  of  January  1839,  there  was  on  hand,  as  per  the  last  annual  report,  a  balance  of 
And  there  has  been  received  during  the  year,  from  sales  of  books  and  maps,  the  sum  of 


$1,049  78 
2,750  40 


$3,S00  IS 


Which  has  been  applied, 

To  payment  of  interest  on  debt  to  literary  fund,              -  670  00 

To  purchases  of  books,             ......  2,607  62 

To  appropriation  by  act  28th  March  last  for  library  at  Lewisburg,  ...  goo  00 

To  boxes  for  packing,  -  -  -  -  -  -16  70 

To  contingent  expenses,             -                -                -  -                -  95  32 

Leaving  an  unexpended  balance  on  the  31st  December  1839  of  -               -               -  11  64 


$  3,800  18 


All  which  is  fully  slated  in  the  accounts  marked  A.  and  C. 

The  purchase  of  books  for  the  library  at  Lewisburg,  which  were  all  imported  from  London,  exceeded  the 
amount  applicable  to  that  purpose,  $  17  77.  A  further  appropriation  of  $500  for  the  next  year  is  directed  by 
the  act  of  March  2S,  1839. 

From  the  catalogues  delivered  to  me  of  purchases  for  the  present  year,  all  the  books  were  selected  which 
it  was  necessary  or  expedient  to  import,  and  orders  for  them  sent  to  London  at  an  early  period,  with  instruc- 
tions to  forward  the  bills  to  me  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  to  ship  the  books  to  Richmond  direct.  The  pur- 
chases it  appears  were  promptly  made,  but  from  some  cause  not  known  to  me,  I  was  not  advised  of  the  fact  un- 
til the  middle  of  November  when  the  invoices  were  received — although  I  had  in  the  mean  time  enquired  and 
paiticularly  requested  the  information,  which  was  indispensable,  to  enable  me  to  make  the  purchases  at  home. 

Inferring  from  this  that  the  London  purchases  were  not  and  would  not  be  made,  during  the  present  year  at 
least,  and  after  waiting  to  hear  from  them  until  the  first  of  October,  I  then  proceeded  to  Philadelphia  and  pur- 
chased all  the  books  which  had  not  been  ordered  from  London.  When,  afterwards,  the  invoices  were  received 
from  London,  I  found  that  the  whole  amount  of  purchases,  including  the  appropriation  of  $600  for  the  library 
at  Lewisburg,  exceeded  the  funds  received  to  that  time,  the  sum  of  $540,  which,  upon  a  representation  of  the 
facts,  was  promptly  supplied  by  the  Farmers  bank.  Of  that  sum  $200  has  since  been  paid  from  the  receipts  of 
the  library  fund,  and  there  remains  due  to  the  bank  $340,  which  the  amount  due  for  sales  made  but  not  re- 
ceived at  this  date  is  sufficient  to  pay  off,  and  which  will  probably  be  received  in  all  the  month  of  January. 

The  committee  will  perceive  that  this  excess  of  disbursements  over  the  receipts  was  unavoidable  under  the 
circumstances,  unless  I  had  continued  to  wait  for  the  London  invoices,  which  there  was  at  the  time  of  making 
tbe  other  purchases  no  reason  to  expect,  and  when  it  would  have  been  too  late  for  these  last,  some  of  which 
were  indispensable. 
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The  balance  unexpended  is  small,  but  the  receipts  for  the  year  1840  may  be  safely  estimated  at  double  the 
amount  which  is  to  be  provided  for,  viz : 

Interest  on  debt  to  literary  fund,  -----  570 
And  appropriation  for  the  library  at  Lewisburg,  ...  500 


$1070 

But  it  would  not,  I  think,  be  expedient  to  direct  any  additional  purchases  for  the  year,  other  than  the  several  pe- 
riodicals of  the  law  department  and  in  general  literature. 

I  have,  heretofore,  several  times  urged  the  expediency  of  paying  off  the  debt  due  to  the  literary  fund,  and 
do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  trouble  the  committee  with  any  further  remarks  upon  that  subject.  I  beg,  however,  to 
refer  to  that  part  of  the  report  for  1838,  which  proposes  to  give  the  amount  of  this  debt  to  the  university  and  the 
colleges  in  books  to  be  purchased  from  the  library  fund. 

This  was  recommended  by  the  committee,  but  was  not  concurred  in  by  the  house  of  delegates,  upon  the 
ground  that  it  was  not  a  legitimate  application  of  the  fund  designed  by  law  for  the  primary  schools.  Since  that 
time  a  military  school,  upon  the  plan  of  the  United  States  academy  at  West  Point,  has  been  established  at  the 
Lexington  arsenal,  and  the  band  of  hired  soldiers,  formerly  maintained  by  the  state  at  that  place,  substituted  by 
a  corps  of  young  men  of  character,  who  render  the  service  of  a  military  guard,  and  receive  from  the  state  an 
education  calculated  to  make  them  valuable  citizens  or  soldiers.  The  provisions  of  the  act  establishing  this 
school,  secure  to  every  portion  of  the  state  a  just  and  equal  participation  in  its  benefits,  and  it  has  gone  into 
operation  with  the  happiest  prospects.  It  would  be  superfluous  to  offer  a  remark  upon  the  advantages  which 
may  reasonably  be  expected  from  this  institution,  and  I  respectfully  suggest  whether  it  is  not  peculiarly  entitled 
to  the  aid  formerly  proposed  to  be  given  to  colleges.  If  the  sanction  of  the  legislature  can  be  obtained  for  the 
application  of  the  debt,  or  a  part  of  it,  which  is  due  from  the  library  to  the  literary  fund,  the  military  institute 
might  soon  be  supplied  with  a  library  in  literature,  science  and  the  arts,  which  would  in  a  high  degree  promote 
the  diffusion  of  knowledge  throughout  the  state.  This  disposition  of  so  much  of  the  surplus  of  the  literary 
fund  seems  to  be,  at  least,  within  the  spirit  of  the  law  providing  for  public  education,  and  therefore  not  liable  to 
the  objection  which  prevented  a  similar  disposition  in  regard  to  the  colleges.  A  few  works  of  which  there  arc 
duplicates  in  the  state  library,  together  with  the  maps  and  a  portion  of  the  books  which  constitute  the  library 
fund,  might  at  once  be  furnished  as  the  foundation  lor  such  a  library  as  the  military  institute  will  require. 

The  library  room  is  now  entirely  filled  with  books,  and  some  provision  for  that  contingency  has  become 
necessary.  The  convenience  of  the  judges  of  the  court  of  appeals  and  general  court  would  be  greatly  promo- 
ted by  transferring  the  law  department  to  another  room,  and  that  would  also  give  the  requisite  space  in  the  li- 
brary.   It  is  also  desirable  to  close  the  alcoves  for  the  better  preservation  of  the  books. 

Document  A.  is  an  account  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  library  fund  ;  B.  a  tabular  statement 
of  the  books  and  maps  which  constitute  the  fund  ;  and  C.  an  account  of  expenditures  for  the  law  library  of  the 
court  of  appeals  at  Lewisburg. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  H.  RICHARDSON, 
Secretary  Commonxcealth  and  Librarian. 

December  31,  1839. 
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[A.] 

DR.    ,  Wm.  H.  Richardson,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  and  Librarian,  in  account  with  the  Commonwealth, 


CR. 


15 

5 


(10 

00 


Jan.  1— To  cash,  balance  from  last  year's  account, 
To  cash  sales  of  books  and  maps  from  1  »t 
day  of  January  to  31st  Dec.  1839,  viz  : 
1  sett  Hening's  statutes  at  large,  13  00 
7  copies  Gilmer's  reports  at  $2  50,  17  50 
3  copies  1st  vol.  Randolph's  re- 
ports, |5, 
1  copy  4th  do.  do. 
9  setts  do.       do.     in  6 

rols.,  1 25, 
19  copies  1st  vol.  Leigh's  reports, 
»5  50, 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


225  00 


20  copies  2d 
22  do.  3d 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


25 
31 
42 
120 
176 
3 
1 


4th 

5th 
6th 
7th 
8th 


do. 
da 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


104  50 
120  00 
132  00 
150  00 
186  00 
252  00 
720  00 
1,056  00 
30  00 
4  00 
26  00 


on  sales  10  per  cent 


3.05C 
.  305 


00 
60 


1,049  78 


2,750  40 


j  3,800  18 


— By  cash,  6  months  interest  on  debt  to  lite- 
rary fund  per  No.  1,  285  00 
Do.      do.       to  1st  July,  No.  2,   •      285  00 

By  cash,  appropriation  by  act  of  March 
28,  1839,  to  the  library  of  the  court  of 
appeals  at  Lewisburg,  -       500  00 

By  cash,  subscription  to  7th  and  8th  vols. 

Farmers  Register,  No.  3,     -  10  00 

By  cash,  subscription  to  American  Farm- 
er, No.  4,  -  -  -        15  00 

By  cash,  subscription  to  Cultivator,  No.  5,  3  75 

Do.         do.        Turf  Register,  No,  6,    10  00 
Do.         do.        Southern  Litera- 
ry Messenger,  No.  7,     -  •         5  00 

By  cash,  paid  I.  A.  Goddin  for  boxes. 

No.  8,  -  -  -  -        15  70 

By  cash,  R.  D.  Sanxay  for  binding,  <fcc. 

No.  9,  -  -  -  .        44  40 

By  cash,  Gales  &  Seaton  for  congression- 
al debates,  No.  10,  .  •       118  00 

By  cash,  T.  c*  J.  W.  Johnson  for  law 

books,  No.  11,     -  •  198  60 

By  cash,  Grigg  &,  Elliott,  for  law  books, 

No.  12,  -  -  -         4  00 

By  cash,  Smith  &  Palmer,  for  law  books, 

No.  13,  -  .  -        13  50 

By  cash,  R.  D.  Sanxay  for  binding,  «tc. 

No.  14,  -  -  21  00 

By  cash,  Carey  &,  Hart  for  books,  No.  15,       655  52 
Do.     amount  invoice  of  books  import- 
ed from  London,  No.  16,     -  -    1,508  79 

By  cash,  contingent  expenses — freight,  fitc 
including  expenses  of  librarian  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, -  -  95  32 

By  cash,  balance  on  hand,      -  -        11  54 

$3,8oo  l  B 
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[B.] 


Account  of  the  Books  and  Maps  which  constitute  the  Library  Fund,  December  31,  1839. 


Q 
1 

Sa 

IB 

111 

H 

Books  and  Maps  which  constitute  the 
Library  Fund. 

u 

13 

a  j 

O 

ti 
U 

cs 

1* 

m 

j 

I 

D 

'L- 

ih 
Ai 

o 

V 

Vain*  ft  mU  m  ton- 

Heniog's  statutes  at  large,  setts  of  13  vols., 
Gilmer's  reports,   -          -          -          -  - 
Randolph's  reports,  setts  of  0  vol*., 

Do.           surplus  copies  of  vol.  1, 

455 

1 

8 

446 

454 

9  13  00  per  sett, 

5,902  00 

350 

1 

8 

335 

343 

2  50  oer  cod?. 

1,107  50 

257 

Q 

2 

8 

2:H 

246 

25  00  per  sett, 

6,150  00 

63 

1 

3 

60 

60 

5  00  Dcr  coov 

300  00 

Do.                   do.  vol.2, 

72 

72 

72 

■I 

360  00 

Do.                   do.           vol.  3, 

3 

i 

3 

3 

u 

15  0J 

Do.                   do.           vol.  4, 

16 

1  * 

1 

15 

15 

a 

75  00 

Do.                   do.           vol.  5, 

125 

125 

125 

ii 

625  00 

Do.                   do.           vol.  6, 

8 

8 

8 

6  00  " 

48  00 

Leigh's  reports,                        volume  1,  » 

201 

• 

19 

17 

165 

182 

5  50  " 

1,001  00 

Do.                           vol.  2, 

20 

20 

239 

259 

6  00 

1  554  00 

Do.                           vol.  3, 

302 

22 

2-0 

2-0 

1  680  00 

Do.                           vol.  4, 

355 

25 

330 

330 

N 

1  980  00 

Do.                           vol.  5, 

415 

31 

3-1 

:s-t 

2,304  00 

Do.                           vol.  6, 

4fi0 

42 

4 

423 

123 

2  538  00 

Do.                           vol.  7, 

.101 

120 

Q 

V 

462 

462 

a 

2  772  00 

Do.                           vol.  8, 

700 

1  J 

IP 

519 

519 

„ 

3 1 14  00 

'  *  I  111  W 

Large  map,  ..... 

3 

19 

49 

68 

10  00 

680  00 

Small  map,  ..... 

348 

J 

31 

65 

251 

316 

4  00 

1  264  00 

Journal  convention  1776-0,         -          -  - 

139 

139 

139 

3  50 

486  50 

Setts  of  journals,  containing 

Journal  convention         17S8,       1  small  vol.  8vo. 

Do.    senate              17KH-9,  do. 

Do.      do.              1785  to  1790,  do. 

I 

Do.    house  delegates,  1776,              1  vol.  4lo. 
Do.          da            1777-1780,  do. 

232 

232 

232 

20  00  per  sett, 

4,640  00 

Do.         do.           1781-1786,  do. 

Do.         do.           178<i-1790,  do. 

Journals  of  the  senate  from  1830-31  to  1839  inclu- 

sive, 9  vols.,  the  latter  received  during  the  year, 

25 

25 

2 

23 

23 

Journals  of  the  house  of  delegates  from  1829-30  to 

1839  inclusive,  10  vols.,  the  last  received  during 

the  jear,  ..... 

25 

25 

I 

24 

24 

New  series  of  statutes,  by  Samuel  Shepherd,  added 

last  session,  sets  of  3  vols.,  ... 

292 

3 

289 

299 

Not  priced. 

Acts  of  assembly,        1829-30,  - 

300 

• 

| 

2 

297 

297 

At  7&  cts  n  conv 

222  75 

1830-  31,  - 

1831-  32,  - 

300 

I 

2  :  - 

297 

297 

222  75 

300 

1 

2 

m 

297 

297 

222  75 

1832-33,  . 

300 

4 

2 

294 

294 

220  50 

1833-94,  - 

300 

4 

2 

294 

294 

220  50 

1834-3$,  - 

300 

5 

2 

293 

293 

219  75 

1835-30,  - 

300 

5 

a 

293 

293 

219  75 

1&30-37,  - 

300 

N 

2 

m 

290 

290 

217  50 

1638, 

300 

8 

o 

m 

290 

290 

217  50 

1839, 

300 

2 

2 

296 

296 

222  00 

40,801  75 

Deduct  for  over  estimates  and  expense  of  sales  25  per  cent, 

10,200  43$ 

Balance,  chargeable 

with  debt 

of  $9,500  due  to  the  literary  fund, 

$30,601  .31 1 

The  donations  were,  copies  of  the  small  map  to  various  academies ;  of  books,  to  the  library  of  congress,  the  court  of 
•poeals  at  Lewisburg,  and  deposited  in  the  library  as  staled  in  the  several  accounts  in  the  ledger,  but  are  too  numerous  to  be 
mentioned  here  in  detail.    The  agencies  remain  as  ai  the  last  report,  ic — despair  of  bringing  them  to  a  close. 

WM   11.  RICHARDSON,  Sec'y  Com'th  and  Librarian. 

December  31,  1839. 
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[C] 

DR.        Wm.  II.  Richardson,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  and  Librarian  in  account  with  the  Commonwealth,  CR. 


1839. 

Jan.  1— To  cash,  unexpended  balance  of  last  ap- 
propriation to  purchase  a  library  for  the 
court  of  appeals  at  Lewisburg,  -        73  01 

To  cash,  appropriation  by  act  of  March 
28,  1839,  •  -  500  00 

To  cash,  balance  due  the  librarian,       -        17  77 


*  590  78 


1839. 

By  amount  of  invoice  of  books  imported  from 
London,         ....      590  78 


$590  78 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  library  be  instructed  to  bring  in 
a  bill  authorizing  the  clerks  employed  in  the  different  departments  of  the  government  to  use  the  library  under 
the  rules  and  regulations  provided  for  other  public  officers. 

Mr.  May  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  presented  the  following  bill: 

No.  255.  A  bill  authorizing  an  investment  in  lands  in  Missouri  for  the  benefit  of  John  H.  Markle. 

Mr.  Dorman  from  the  committee  of  finance  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  256.  A  bill  imposing  taxes  for  the  support  of  government,  which  on  his  motion  was  read  the  first  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  lime. 

Mr.  Hunter  from  the  committee  on  the  public  armory  presented  a  report  upon  the  condition  of  the  insti- 
tution, and  the  following  bill : 

No.  257.  A  bill  concerning  the  public  armory. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  finance  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  regulating 
the  fees  of  notaries  public. 

Mr.  Dorman  subsequently  from  the  same  committee  presented  the  following  bill : 
No.  258.  A  bill  regulating  notarial  fees. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed  : 

No.  107.  A  bdl  faxing  the  site  for  the  seat  of  justice  for  the  county  of  Pulaski ;  and 

No.  139.  A  bill  amending  the  act  authorizing  the  county  court  of  Monongalia  county  to  raise  money  for 
certain  purposes. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 
No.  140.  An  engrossed  bill  divorcing  Benjamin  Wright  from  his  wife  Mariano,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ste- 
phenson ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  also  read  a  third  time  and  passed : 
No.  142.  A  bill  incorporating  the  trustees  of  Richmond  college. 

No.  143.  A  bill  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  concerning  the  Hampton  academy." 
No.  14G.  A  bill  authorizing  payment  for  certain  alterations  to  the  hall  ol  the  house  of  delegates,  and  to  the 
interior  of  the  capilol. 

No.  147.  A  bill  concerning  Verlinda  Pern,'.  The  title  of  this  bill  was  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mat  so 
as  to  read  *'  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Verlinda  Perry." 

No.  148.  A  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  Mangohick  in  the  county  of  King  William. 

No.  210.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  incorporating  the  Buchanan  and  Salem  turnpike  com- 
pany." 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

No.  144.  An  engrossed  bill  increasing  the  tolls  of  the  Petersburg  rail-road  company,  was  on  motion  of  Mr. 
May  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  29.  An  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  the  revision  of  the  laws  was  read  a  third  lime  : 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass,  and  the  bill  being  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Scott  that  the  title  be  "a» 
act  providing  for  the  jntblication  of  a  Virginia  Justice." 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

No.  150.  A  bill  establishing  the  county  of  of  parts  of  the  counties  of  Monongalia  and  Harri- 
son was  taken  up,  and  the  question  being  put  upon  ordering  the  same  to  be  engrossed  was  determined  in  the 
negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Armstrong  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows : 
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Ayes— Messrs.  Carpenter,  M'Cue,  Lockridge,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Thorn- 
burg,  Powell,  Marshall,  Howell,  King,  Carroll  of*  Grayson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Armstrong,  Wright,  Fontaine, 
Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan, 
Aleshire,  Hiner,  Tallman,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Vcnable,  Roberts,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Quillen,  Conn, 
Griever  and  Goodson— 34. 

Noes— Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Wood,  Cabell,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell, 
Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  War- 
ren, Wbitworth,  Crafford,  Roane,  Scott,  Aldersnn,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Gucrrant, 
Erskiue,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Seymour,  Lee,  M'Rae,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory, 
Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Law- 
son,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Banks,  Caldwell,  Evans,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watls,  Etheridge, 
Yerby,  M'Connell,  Staples,  May,  Tunstall,  Heath,  Robertson,  Ley  burn,  Smith  of  Russell,  Bare,  Ridley,  Crutch- 
field,  Fitzhugh,  Prince,  Stephenson,  Walker  and  Stanger — 70. 

Resolved,  That  said  bill  be  rejected. 

No.  161.  A  bill  providing  for  the  erection  of  a  steward's  bouse  and  for  furnishing  a  supply  of  water  for  the 
Virginia  military  institute ;  and 

No.  152.  A  bill  incorporating  tho  Preston  rail-road,  lumber  and  mining  company,  were  severally  read  the 
second  lime  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  153.  A  bill  authorizing  the  Board  of  public  works  to  appoint  agents  in  certain  cases  was  read  a  second 
time,  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Vbnable,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson  the  farther  consideration  thereof 
as  amended  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Resolved,  That  said  bill  be  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson,  the  house  adjourned  until  Monday  morning  ten  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  March  2,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  February  29,  1840. 

The  senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  for  the  election  of  a  brigadier-general  of  the  16th  brigade. 

Mr.  Watts  presented  a  petition  of  the  securities  of  William  B.  Manning  praying  the  passage  of  an  act 
allowing  them  further  time  to  pay  the  judgment  against  said  Manning  as  late  sheriff  of  Norfolk  county,  which 
was  referred  to  a  committee  of  Messrs.  Watts,  Etheridge,  Allyn  of  Norfolk,  Crafford  and  Clarke  of  Surry. 

Mr.  Clark  of  Halifax  presented  a  petition  of  William  B.  Banks  and  others  asking  for  the  passage  ol  a  law 
allowing  tbcra  further  time  for  the  redemption  of  lands  owned  by  Henry  Banks  and  forfeited  for  the  non-payment 
of  taxes,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  finance. 

Mr.  Chapman  presented  a  substitute  intended  to  lie  submitted  by  the  minority  of  the  committee  for  the 
report  of  the  majority  upon  the  subject  of  the  contested  election  from  the  state  of  New  Jersey  in  the  congress 
of  the  United  States,  which  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.    [  Doc.  No.  62.] 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Aldeuson  that  the  house  adopt  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved  by  (fie  general  assembly,  That  the  board  of  public  works  be  and  they  are  hereby  instructed  to  cause 
to  be  surveyed  as  early  as  practicable  the  route  for  the  Giles,  Fayette  and  Kanawha  turnpike  road,  agreeably  to 
the  act  passed  1st  March  1837,  incorporating  a  joint  stock  company  for  the  construction  of  said  road. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  the  farther  consideration  thereof  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lockridge  the  vole  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows: 

Ates — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle, 
Flood,  Toler,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Crafford,  Powell,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade 
of  Franklin,  Baker,  Guerrant,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  M'Rae,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright, 
Tayloe  of  King  George,  Ewing,  Lipscomb,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Wade  of  Montgomery 
an«i  Pulaski,  Massie,  Yerby,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Venable,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Conn, 
Griever,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh^  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince.  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson  and  Stanger — 53. 

Noes — Messrs.  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and 
Lewis,  M'Millan,  Thornborg,  Scott,  Alderson,  Howell,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Gibson,  Allen  of 
Hampshire,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramev, 
Harrison,  Caldwell,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Watts,  Etheridge,  M'Connell,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Tafl- 
raan,  Carroll  of  Preston,'  Roberts,  Sturm,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Quillen,  Bare  and  Crutch- 
field— 48. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wood  the  following  report  of  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  was  taken  up  and  read  : 
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The  committee  for  courts  of  justice  have,  according  to  order,  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  Eli- 
zabeth A.  Binns  of  Amelia  county,  to  them  referred,  praying  to  be  divorced  from  her  husband  Edmund  Binns, 
and  have  come  to  the  following  resolution  thereupon  : 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  rejected. 

The  said  resolution  was  agreed  to,  an  unsuccessful  motion  having  been  made  by  Mr.  Wood  to  amend  the 
same  so  as  to  reverse  the  decision  of  the  committee. 

No.  177.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Danville  savings  institution,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tunstall, 
read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  257.  A  bill  concerning  the  public  armory,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hunter,  read  the  first  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Reynolds  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Kanawha  remonstrating  against  the  amend- 
ments proposed  to  the  net  establishing  a  bank  in  the  town  of  Charleston,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  banks. 

No.  151.  An  engrossed  bill  providing  for  the  erection  of  a  steward's  house,  and  for  furnishing  a  supply  of 
water  for  the  Virginia  military  institute,  was  read  a  third  time;  thereupon  a  clause  by  way  of  ryder  thereto 
was  submitted  by  Mr.  Dorman,  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  times,  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  May, 
and  as  amended  forthwith  engrossed  ;  and  the  question  being  put  upon  the  passage  of  the  said  bill  and  ryder, 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ratcliffe  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows: 

Ayes— Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Mitchell,  Myers 
of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Flood,  Toler,  Wilson,  CrafTord,  Marshall,  Scott, 
Alderson,  Payne,  Baker,  Byrd,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Erskine,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Seymour, 
Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tay- 
loe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Caldwell,  Evans,  Chapman, 
Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Massie,  Watts,  Etheridge,  M'Connell,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  May,  Tunstall, 
Keen,  Tallman,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Conn,  Spoils  and  Walker — 65. 

Noes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Cropper,  Burwcll  of  Bedford,  Hannah,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Thornburg,  Card- 
well,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Powell,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson, 
Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Ewing,  Banks,  Clayton,  Myers  of  Mor- 
gan, Venablc,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Bare,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh, 
Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Stephenson  and  Stanger — 39. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  communication  from  the  first  auditor  transmitting  the  information 
called  for  by  a  resolution  of  the  28th  ultimo,  exhibiting  the  cost  attendant  upon  the  reassessment  of  the  lands 
of  the  state,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ratcmffe  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  [Doc.  No.  63.] 

The  house  according  to  the  joint  order  of  the  day  proceeded  by  joint  vote  with  the  senate  to  the  election 
of  a  hrigadier-general  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  general  James  Hoge;  thereupon 
Mr.  Wade  of  Montgomery  nominated  colonel  William  D.  Charlton;  and  Mr.  King  nominated  colonel  Augustus 
A.  Chapman  ;  and  the  senate  having  been  informed  thereof,  and  no  person  having  been  added  to  the  nomination 
in  that  house,  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows: 

For  Colonel  Charlton — Messrs.  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Kyle, 
Toler,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  CrafTord,  Roane,  Scott,  Alderson,  Howell,  Hale, 
Wade  of  Franklin,  Erskine,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rue,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe 
of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Caldwell,  Evans,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and 
Pulaski,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Roberts,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Walker  and  Stanger — 41. 

For  Colonel  Chapman — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bavly,  Cropper,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  Lockridge, 
Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Thornburg,  Cox,  Wilson, 
Powell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of 
Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Lipscomb,  Or- 
gain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Clayton,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough, 
Etheridge,  Ycrby,  M'Connell,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  May,  Tallman,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm, 
Snyder,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare.  Ridley,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince  and  Spotts — 62. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Wade  of  Montgomery,  King,  Bayly,  Gregory,  Tunstall,  Allyn  of  Norfolk,  Keen, 
Erskine,  Dorman  and  Crutchfield  be  a  committee  to  act  jointly  with  a  committee  of  the  senate  lo  ascertain  the 
joint  vote. 

Mr.  Wade  of  Montgomery  from  the  joint  committee  reported  the  joint  vote  to  be  for  colonel  Charlton  52  ; 
for  colonel  Chapman  79;  thereupon  Augustus  A.  Chapman  was  declared  duly  elected  a  brigadier-general  for 
the  19th  brigade. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clarke  of  Surry  the  house  adjourned. 
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A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  March  2,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bills,  entitled, 

"  An  act  to  amend  an  act  passed  February  13ih,  1509,  entitled,  'an  act  to  incorporate  a  company  toesta- 
blish  a  turnpike  from  the  town  of  Leesburg  in  Loudoun  county  to  the  Little  river  turnpike.'  " 
"  An  act  incorporating  the  trustees  of  Bethany  college  ;"  and 
"  An  act  incorporating  the  Mercantile  library  association  of  Richmond." 
They  have  also  passed  the  bills,  entitled, 

M  An  act  amending  and  reducing  into  one  act  the  several  acts  and  parts  of  acts  concerning  the  taxes  on  li- 
censes to  keepers  of  ordinaries  and  houses  of  private  entertainment,  to  merchants,  to  vendue  masters,  to  brokers, 
to  venders  of  lottery  tickets,  to  hawkers  and  pedlars,  to  exhibitors  of  public  shows,  on  law  process,  on  notarial 
seals,  and  certain  other  subjects  ;"  and 

"  An  act  providing  for  taking  the  sense  of  the  citizens  of  King  William  county  upon  the  removal  of  the 
seat  of  justice  for  said  county,"  with  amendments  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  house  of  dele- 
gates. 

The  said  amendments  were  severally  agreed  to,  and  the  clerk  was  ordered  to  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Stephenson  that  the  house  adopt  the  following  resolution  : 

Retailed,  That  1000  copies  of  the  report  of  the  second  auditor  on  the  public  debt  and  resources  of  the 
commonwealth  made  at  the  present  session  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  62.] 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  M'Connell  to  amend  the  same  by  ordering  3000  copies  of  the  said  report  to 
be  printed. 

And  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bayly  further  to  amend  the  same  by  adding  at  the  end  of  the  said  resolu- 
tion "and  also  the  report  of  the  majority  and  minority  of  the  committee  made  at  the  last  session  of  the  general 
assembly  on  the  subject  of  the  public  debt  of  the  state  ;"  thereupon  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Venable  that 
the  farther  consideration  of  the  said  resolution  and  amendments  be  indefinitely  postponed,  and  the  question  being 
put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Venable  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Cropper,  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins, 
Flood,  Coleman,  Cox,  Whitworlh,  Craffbrd,  Roane,  Howell,  Baker,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Allen 
of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Tayloc  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of 
Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Goode,  Clayton,  Myers 
of  Morgan,  Yerby,  Hincr,  May,  Tuustall,  Venable,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Shipman,  Quil- 
kn.Conn,  Ridley,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince  and  Stanger — 50. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of 
Berkeley,  M'Millan,  Thornburg.  Toler,  Cardwcll,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broodus,  Wilson,  Powell, 
Marshall,  Scott,  Aldcrson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Byrd,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Erskinc,  Taylor  of  Ha- 
lifax, Clark  of  Halifax,  Seymour,  M'Rne,  Gregory,  Worlhington,  Kennedy,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey, 
Caldwell,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etheridge,  M'Connell, 
Hiden,  Aleshire,  Keen,  Tallman,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Robertson,  Dorman,  Crutchfield  and  Stephenson — 62. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Bayly,  and  was  determinded  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight  to  amend  the  same  by  adding  thereto  "and  that  the  se- 
cond auditor  be  directed  to  annex  to  the  report  the  annual  amount  of  revenue  derived  for  the  last  five  years  from 
the  stocks  in  the  several  works  of  internal  improvement." 

This  amendment  with  the  consent  of  the  house  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Stephenson. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Robertson  to  amend  the  same  by  adding  thereto  "  with  an  explanation 
of  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  several  works." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Powell  the  further  consideration  of  the  said  resolution  and  amendments  were  postponed 
until  the  31st  of  March  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Venable,  Resolted,  That  this  house  take  a  daily  recess  at  half  past  two  o'clock,  and  re- 
assemble at  four  of  each  day,  and  that  no  new  resolution  or  petition  shall  be  ofllred  or  presented  until  after  the 
recess. 

Mr.  Dorman  from  the  committee  of  finance  presented  a  report  upon  the  revenues  and  expenditures  and 
debt  of  the  commonwealth,  and  an  estimate  of  the  increase  of  taxation  proposed  by  the  committee,  which  on 
his  motion  were  ordered  to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  64.] 

Also  a  bill  appropriating  the  public  revenue,  which  on  his  motion  was  read  the  first  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  second  time. 

49 
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No.  69.  An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  a  ferry  from  the  lands  of  Thomas  and  Ephraim  Pollock  in  the  county 
of  Marshall  across  the  Ohio  river  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  M'Connell,  and  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 
Mr.  Watts  according  to  order  presented  a  bill, 

No.  260.  Entitled,  '*  a  bill  concerning  the  securities  of  William  B.  Manning,"  which  was  subsequently  read 
the  Grst  and  second  times  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  May  from  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  presented  reports  upon  the  petitions  of  Anabella  Burr 
and  Jane  E.  Robediar. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May  the  said  committee  was  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  the 
Thoroughfare  gap  turnpike  company,  and  the  same  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  119.  An  engrossed  bill  concerning  the  water  works  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  was  read  a  third  time; 
thereupon  a  clause  by  way  of  ryder  thereto  was  submitted  by  Mr.  M'Hab,  which  was  twice  read  and  forthwith 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  and  the  said  bill  and  ryder  was  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  "the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

No.  49.  A  bill  concerning  executions  and  new  trials  in  cases  upon  warrants,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Scott,  and  the  substitute  therefor  proposed  by  him  was  disagreed  to.  The  said  bill  was  then  amended  on 
motion  of  Mr.  May,  and  as  amended  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  communication  from  the  superintendent  of  public  buildings  slating  the 
repairs  necessary  to  be  made  to  the  government  house,  and  the  additional  furniture  required  therefor,  together 
with  an  estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  said  repairs  and  furniture,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Goode  was  ordered 
to  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  Messrs.  Goode,  Gregory,  Lcc,  Crutchhcld  and  Marshall. 

No.  152.  An  engrossed  bill  incorporating  the  Preston  rail-road,  lumber  and  mining  company,  was  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Cottchfield  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  117.  An  engrossed  bill  incorporating  the  Danville  savings  institution,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed, 
and  the  clerk  was  ordered  to  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

No.  145.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  society  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  clergymen  in  the 
diocese  of  Virginia,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  amended  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Tayloe  of  King  George,  and  as  amended  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  156.  A  bill  releasing  John  Murdaugh  from  the  penalties  of  the  duelling  act,  was  read  a  second  time ; 
thereupon  Mr.  Gregory  submitted  a  substitute  therefor;  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  King  the  further  consideration  of 
the  said  bill  and  substitute  were  indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kixo  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hannah,  Jack- 
son of  Braxton  aud  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Coleman,  Cox,  Broadus,  Howell,  Hale, 
Wade  of  Franklin,  Bnker,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson, 
Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rac,  Wright,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Harrison,  Orgain, 
Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Goode,  Clayton,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Mor- 
gan, Massie,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  May,  Tallman,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Ley- 
burn,  Dorman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Ridley,  Crulchfield,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Stephenson  and  Stanger — 04. 

Noes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Wood,  Hunter,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Whitworth,  Roane, 
Powell,  Scott,  Alderson,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King 
George,  Fontaine,  Lipscomb,  Caldwell,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Tunstall  and  Robertson — 22. 

Retolrtd,  That  said  bill  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Tunstall  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Halifax  and  Pittsylvania  for  the  incorpo- 
ration of  a  company  for  the  improvement  of  Banister  river  from  the  town  of  Mcadsvillc  to  the  mills  of  Clark 
&  Wooding  in  the  county  of  Pittsylvania,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Venablb  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Tunstall  from  the  committee  on  the  public  library  presented  the  following  bill: 

No.  261.  A  bill  to  grant  the  use  of  the  public  library  to  the  clerks  in  the  public  offices. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed : 

No.  154.  A  bill  exempting  firemen  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk  from  serving  on  petit  juries  in  civil  cases. 

No.  155.  A  bill  amending  the  laws  concerning  slaves,  free  negroes  and  mulattoes. 

No.  157.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Tazewell  White  sulphur  springs  company. 

No.  15S.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Sweet  springs  and  Salt  Sulphur  turnpike  company ;  and 

No.  159.  A  bill  to  incorporate  French's  hotel  company  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk. 

No.  160.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled,  "  an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  slaves,  free  negroes 
and  mulattoes,"  passed  11th  March  1834,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  IsU  of  Wight,  committed  to  the  com- 
mittee for  courts  of  justice. 

No.  161.  A  bill  divorcing  Mary  Eanes  from  her  husband  George  H.  Eanes ;  and 

No.  162.  A  bill  concerning  Thomas  Beazley,  a  free  man  of  colour;  were  read  a  second  time  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed. 
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Mr.  Cox  according  to  order  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  262.  A  bill  to  incorporate  a  company  to  erect  a  toll  bridge  across  James  river  at  Richmond,  which  on 
his  motion  was  read  the  first  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

No.  163.  A  bill  authorizing  additional  compensation  for  the  tuition  of  poor  children,  was  read  a  second 
time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

A  motion  was  made  that  leave  of  absence  from  the  service  of  this  house  be  granted  to  Mr.  Goode  for  the 
remainder  of  the  session  from  Saturday  next,  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ates — Messrs.  Bayly,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cuc,  Stuart,  Mitchell,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis, 
M'Millan,  Meredith,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Corbin,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadusi 
Wilson,  Whitworth,  Craflbrd,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Howell,  Baker,  Bvrd,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guer- 
rant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae, 
Worthington,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloc  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Beard, 
Ramey,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski, 
Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Walts,  Ethcridge,  Yerby,  Hiden,  Aleshirc,  Hiner,  May,  Tunstall,  Tallman, 
Venable,  Roberts,  Heath,  Sturm,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Gricver,  Ridley,  Crutch- 
field,  Prince,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Walker  and  Slanger — 80. 

Noes — Messrs.  Cropper,  Lockridge,  Hannah,  Roane,  Powell,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Banks,  Myers  of 
Morgan,  Ratclifle,  Shipman  and  Goodson — 11. 

On  motion  leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr.  Craflbrd  from  to-day  until  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  Cropper  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Accomack,  for  the  passage  of  a  law  pro- 
hibiting the  ordinary  retail  of  ardent  spirits,  which  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  May  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  Resolved,  That  the  second  auditor  report  to  this  house  the  present  amount  of 
the  sinking  fund,  of  what  it  consists,  and  bow  far  and  in  what  mode  in  his  opinion  the  same  may  be  made  avail- 
able to  meet  the  existing  engagements  of  this  commonwealth. 

Mr.  Robertson  according  to  order  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  264.  A  bill  empowering  the  governor  to  authorize  the  erection  of  an  engine  house  on  the  southeast  cor- 
ner of  the  public  square. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman,  Resohed,  That  the  committee  of  finance  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  directing 
the  payment  of  a  judgment  rendered  on  the  15th  of  February  1S40,  in  the  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and 
chancery  for  the  county  of  Henrico  and  city  of  Richmond  in  favour  of  William  D.  Wren  sergeant  of  the  city  of 
Richmond,  and  as  such  administrator  of  Robert  George  deceased  against  the  commonwealth.  ' 

No.  164.  A  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  slaves  condemned  to  transportation  under  the  act  concerning 
the  circulation  of  incendiary  publications,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crltchfield  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  165.  A  bill  authorizing  femes  covert  to  maintain  suits  in  their  own  names  when  deserted  by  their  hus- 
bands was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  166.  A  bill  granting  permission  to  certain  slaves  emancipated  by  Jane  Robinson  deceased  to  remain 
in  the  commonwealth  was  read  a  second  time,  and  the  question  being  put  upon  ordering  the  same  to  be  en- 
grossed was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  said  bill  be  rejected. 

No.  167.  A  bill  authorizing  the  confession  of  judgments  in  the  clerk's  office  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
read  a  second  time,  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  May,  and  as  amended  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  M'Millan  the  house  adjourned. 


WEDNESDAY,  March  4,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  March  3,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled, 

"  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Virginia  axe  company,"  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  house  of  delegates. 

Tbe  said  amendment  being  agreed  to,  the  clerk  was  ordered  to  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  presented  a  report  upon  the 
petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Roanoke  for  a  separate  election  in  said  county ;  and  the  following  bills : 

No.  266.  A  bill  to  change  the  place  of  holding  a  separate  election  in  the  county  of  Botetourt;  and 

No.  266.  A  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  the  tavern  house  of  John  Mastin  in  the  county  of  Alleghany. 

Tbe  following  engrossed  bills  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed  : 
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No.  49.  A  bill  concerning  executions  and  new  trials  in  cases  upon  warrants. 

No.  145.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  society  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  clergymen  in  the  dio- 
cese of  Virginia.    The  title  was  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  May  by  striking  out  the  words  "the  diocete  of." 

No.  164.  A  bill  exempting  firemen  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk  from  serving  on  petit  juries  in  civil  cases. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

No.  124.  An  engrossed  bill  directing  the  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth  to  give  the  state's  guarantee  to  a 
certain  loan  authorized  to  be  negotiated  by  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  rail-road  company,  was 
taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson  ;  thereupon  a  clause  by  way  of  ryder  thereto  was  submitted  by  him, 
which  was  twice  read  and  forthwith  engrossed ;  and  the  question  being  put  upon  the  passage  of  the  said  bill 
and  rydcr,  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ratcliffe  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  M'Millan,  Toler,  Corbin, 
Alderson,  Payne,  Byrd,  Erskine,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight, 
Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Fontaine,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Chapman,  Wade  of 
Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Yerby,  M'Connell,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Leyburn,  Dor- 
man,  Crutchfield,  Spoils,  Stephenson  and  Goodson — 42. 

Noes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and 
Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren, 
Wilson,  Whitwonh,  Craffiird,  Koane,  Powell,  Marshall,  Scott,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  King,  Smith 
of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Armstrong,  Gregory,  Wright,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews 
and  Middlesex,  Goode,  Clayton,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Elheridge,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Michaux,  Ven- 
able,  Roberts,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Quillen,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Fitzhugb,  Clarke  of  Surry, 
Prince  and  Stanger — 59. 

Resolced,  That  said  bill  be  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ridlby  the  bills  No.  256,  entitled  "a  bill  imposing  taxes  for  the  support  of  govern- 
ment;" and 

No.  259.  A  bill  appropriating  the  public  revenue,  were  taken  up  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow. 

No.  97.  A  bill  concerning  lotteries,  with  the  substitute  thereto  proposed  by  Mr.  May,  was  taken  up  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  M'Connell,  and  the  substitute  was  read  as  follows : 

Strike  out  from  the  word  "assembly,"  in  the  1st  section,  1st  line,  to  the  end  of  the  bill,  and  insert: 
That  hereafter  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  sell,  or  offer  for  sale,  a  ticket  or  share  of  a  ticket,  or  any  promise 
or  obligation  to  pay  the  prize  or  part  of  the  prize  which  may  be  drawn  by  any  ticket,  in  any  lottery  not  autho- 
rized to  be  drawn  "by  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth.  And  if  any  person  shall  offend  herein,  he  shall  be  guilty 
of  a  misdemeanour,  and  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be  punished  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  tbc  several  acts 
to  prohibit  the  sale  of  lottery  tickets;  and  especially  the  act,  entitled  'an  act  to  prevent  the  sale  of  foreign  lot- 
tery tickets  within  this  commonwealth,'  passed  the  1 1th  February  1825;  and  the  fourth  and  sixth  sections  of  the 
act,  entitled  'an  act  to  amend  the  revenue  laws,'  passed  the  2Slh  February  1529;  which  are  hereby  rccnacted 
and  declared  to  be  in  full  force  and  effect:  Provided,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  prohibit  any  person 
having  a  license  to  sell  foreign  lottery  tickets,  from  making  sale  thereof,  during  the  period  stated  in  such  license. 

"2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  hereafter  no  lottery  shall  be  drawn  in  this  slate,  under  any  act  autho- 
rizing the  same,  or  any  contract  in  pursuance  thereof,  unless  the  manager  thereof,  or  the  contractor,  his  agent 
or  assignee,  shall  previously  to  the  sale  of  any  ticket  therein,  make  a  full  and  detailed  plan  or  scheme  of  such 
lottery,  shewing  the  number  of  prize?,  the  amount  of  each  prize,  and  the  aggregate  amount  of  them  all — the 
number  of  blanks — and  the  number  of  tickets,  with  the  price  of  each  ticket ;  and  also  that  such  number  at  the 
price  stated,  shall  not  produce  an  amount  exceeding  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  said  prizes — and  shall  more- 
over make  affidavit  before  some  justice  of  the  peace,  that  the  same  exhibits  a  just  and  true  plan  or  scheme  of 
the  lottery  proposed  to  be  drawn  by  him,  or  the  particular  class  thereof;  and  also  that  no  more  tickets  than  the 
number  therein  slated,  shall  be  sold  or  issued  by  him,  or  by  his  authority  or  sanction  ;  and  shall  file  such  scheme 
and  affidavit  with  the  clerk  of  the  county  or  corporation  in  which  it  is  intended  to  ofler  such  lottery  tickets  for 
sale  ;  and  if  it  be  intended  to  offer  the  same  for  sale  in  different  places,  a  copy  thereof  shall  be  filed  with  the 
clerk  of  each  county  or  corporation,  in  which  the  said  tickets  may  be  so  offered. 

"  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall  receive  or  demand  for  any  lottery  ticket,  in  any  such 
lottery^  previously  to  the  drawing  thereof,  any  greater  sum  or  price  than  tbc  price  mentioned  in  such  scheme, 
or  shall  sell  or  offer  to  sell  any  ticket  in  any  lottery,  of  which  the  scheme  made  or  verified  as  aforesaid,  shall 
not  have  been  made  and  filed  in  the  manner  herein  before  directed,  he  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanour,  and 
upon  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  punished  in  the  same  manner  as  persons  convicted  of  selling  foreign  lotteiy 
tickets  contrary  to  law  ;  and  shall  moreover  forfeit  all  right  to  draw  any  further  part,  class  or  scheme  of  any 
lottery,  by  virtue  of  any  act  authorizing  the  same,  or  any  contract  or  agreement  founded  thereupon. 

"  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  per  cent,  on  the  amount,  shall  and  may  be 
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deducted  from  every  prize  drawn  in  any  lottery  which  may  hereafter  be  drawn  in  this  state;  of  which  one  half 
shall  and  may  be  retained  by  the  manager,  contractor,  his  assigns  or  agents,  in  full  satisfaction  of  all  expenses 
attending  the  sale  of  tickets,  and  the  drawing  of  the  lottery ;  and  the  remaining  half  shall  be  considered  a  part 
of  the  amouut  allowed  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  such  loltery. 

"6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  one  or  more  classes  or  portions  of  any  lottery  has  been  drawn 
under  any  statute  authorizing  the  same,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  whatever  to  draw  any  further  class 
or  portion  of  such  loltery,  or  to  issue  or  sell  any  ticket  therein,  until  the  commissioners  who  were  empowered 
lo  draw  the  same,  or  the  manager,  contractor  or  agent  who  may  have  been  empowered  to  do  so,  shall  furnish  to 
the  executive  a  statement  upon  oath  shewing  the  amount  which  has  been  raised  by  such  lotiery  for  the  purposes 
authorized  by  law,  and  the  amount  which  has  been  raised  to  defray  the  expenses  of  drawing  the  same;  and 
also  the  number  of  classes  thereof  which  may  have  been  drawn  ;  and  if  any  person,  without  having  furnished 
such  statement,  shall  draw  any  further  class,  or  portion  of  such  lottery,  or  shall  issue  any  ticket  therein,  he  shall 
be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanour,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall  foricit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  and  moreover  shall  forfeit  all  rights  and  powers  conferred  by  the  act  authorizing  such  lottery." 

And  the  question  being  put  upon  adopting  the  said  substitute  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (sj>eaker,)  Cropper,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cnbell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridgc,  Burwell 
of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Hnskins, 
Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Craflbrd, 
Roane,  Powell,  Alderson,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerraot,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts, 
Taylor  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'ltae,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Reynolds, 
Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Lawson,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Myers  of  Morgan, 
Watts,  Etheridge,  Ycrby,  Fitzgerald,  M'Connell,  Hidcu,  Aleshirc,  Hiner,  May,  Tunstall,  Tallman,  Roberts, 
Heath,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Dorman,  Shipman,  Conn,  Griever,  Ridley,  Crutchfield,  Claike  of  Surry,  Goodson  and 
Stanger— 76. 

Noes — Messrs.  Marshall,  Scott,  Seymour,  Grcgorj',  Worthington,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harri- 
son, Caldwell,  Clayton,  Evans,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  and  Ralclifie — 15. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Gregory  that  the  farther  consideration  of  the  said  bill  and  substitute  be 
indeGnitely  postponed,  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Marshall,  Scott,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Seymour,  Gregor}',  Worthington,  Ewing,  Beard,  Ra- 
mey, Harrison,  Clayton,  Evans,  and  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough — 13. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Carpenter,  VVood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of 
Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle, 
Thornburg,  Toler,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Craflbrd, 
Roane,  Powell,  Alderson,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax, 
Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rac,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Tayloe  of 
King  George,  Fontaine,  Lawson,  Orgain,  Banks,  Caldwell,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Walls,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  M'Con- 
nell, Hiden,  Aleshirc,  Hiner,  May,  I  unstall,  Tallman,  Roberts,  Heath,  Ratclifle,  Slurm,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Dor- 
man,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Conn,  Griever,  Ridley,  CrutchOeld,  Clarke_of  Surry,  Prince,  Spoils,  Good- 
son  and  Stanger — SO. 

The  said  bill  was  then  amended  on  motions  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Lie  of  Wight,  and  Mr.  May. 
A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  M'Connell  further  to  amend  the  same  by  adding  to  the  said  bill  the  fol- 
lowing section : 

"  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  lime  limited  in  the  first  and  second  provisions  of  the  first  section  of  the  act, 
entitled,  '  an  act  to  suppress  lotteries  in  this  commonwealth,'  passed  February  20th,  1S34,  so  far  as  the  same 
might  operate  on  any  contracts  entered  into  previous  to  the  1st  January  1840,  by  virluc  of  any  act  authorizing 
the  drawing  of  a  lottery,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  extended  to  the  1st  day  of  June  1847." 

And  the  question  being  put  upon  adopting  the  said  amendment  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows  : 

Ayes— Messrs.  Cabell,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren, 
Whitworth,  Marshall,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Byrd,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Allen  of  Hamp- 
shire, Seymour,  M'Rae,  Gregory,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Lawson,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell, 
Clayton,  Evans,  Myers  of  Morgau,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Walts,  M'Connell,  May,  Tunstall,  Tallman,  Car- 
roll of  Preston,  Roberts,  Ratclifle,  Slurm  and  Stephenson — 38. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Carpenter,  Wood,  M'Cue,  Lockridge,  Hannah,  Jackson  of 
Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Broadus, 
Wilson,  Craflbrd,  Roane,  Powell,  Howell,  Baker,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Bulls,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark 
of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Beard,  Orgain,  Banks,  Wade  of  Mont- 
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ery  and  Pulaski,  Yerby,  Aleshirc,  Hiner,  Venablc,  Heatli,  Snyder,  Dorman,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell, 
n,  Griever,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Goodson  and  Stanger— 06. 
The  said  bill  as  amended  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 
The  following  report  of  the  committee  of  claims  was  read  and  agreed  to : 

The  committee  of  claims  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  John  Capron  of 
the  borough  of  Norfolk,  to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to  the  following  resolution  thereupon  : 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  John  Capron,  praying  payment  to  William  Nel- 
son for  a  horse  lost  by  him  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-four,  be  rejected. 

The  following  report  of  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  was  read  : 

The  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  petition 
of  sundry  citizens  of  the  town  of  Greenville  and  of  the  southeastern  part  of  the  county  of  Augusta,  to  them 
referred,  praying  that  a  separate  election  may  be  established  in  the  said  town  of  Greenville :  Whereupon, 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  rejected  for  insufficiency  of  notice. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  M'Cue  to  amend  the  same  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  petition,  and  in- 
serting in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "is  reasonable,"  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tunstall  the  said  report  and  amend- 
ment was  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  following  reports  of  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  were  read  and  agreed  to : 

The  committee  of  roads,  &c.  have  had  under  consideration  the  memorial  of  a  convention  held  at  Giles  court- 
house in  October  last,  praying  an  appropriation  for  the  construction  of  a  road  on  state  account  from  the  Ken- 
tucky line  up  the  Louisa  fork  of  Sandy  river,  to  intersect  the  Price's  turnpike  and  Cumberland  gap  road  near 
Tazewell  courthouse,  and  have  come  to  the  following  resolution  thereupon  : 

Resolved  as  the  ojnnion  of  said  committee,  That  in  the  present  state  of  the  finances  of  the  commonwealth,  it 
is  inexpedient  to  make  said  appropriation. 

The  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  have  according  to  order  enquired  into  "  the  expediency  of 
requiring  the  president  and  directors  of  turnpike  companies  obtaining  the  leave  of  the  county  courts  before  they 
appropriate  the  public  roads  established  by  law  to  the  uses  of  such  companies  :"  Whereupon, 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  require  said  companies  to  obtain  such 
leave. 

The  following  report  was  taken  up  and  read : 

TREASURY  OFFICE,  Februart  12th,  1840. 
The  joint  committee  of  the  senate  and  house  of  delegates,  appointed  to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts, 
have  according  to  order  performed  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  to  their 
respective  houses. 

The  annual  report  of  the  treasurer  for  the  last  fiscal  year,  terminating  with  the  30th  September  1839,  has 
already  put  the  general  assembly  in  possession  of  the  state  of  the  finances  of  the  commonwealth  at  that  time, 
and  exhibits  the  true  balance  on  hand  on  the  morning  of  the  first  of  October  1639,  the  commencement  of  the 
present  fiscal  year. 

This  statement  is  confirmed  by  information  derived  from  the  presidents  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  and  Far- 
mers Bank  of  Virginia. 

The  joint  committee  have  examined  every  voucher,  both  of  receipt  and  disbursement  during  the  year  men- 
tioned, compared  them  with  the  entries  on  the  books  of  the  treasurer,  and  find  them  to  be  regular,  and  to  cor- 
respond with  great  exactuess.  The  additions  were  made  and  balances  found  correct.  Indeed  it  is  but  justice 
to  remark  that  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  treasurer,  manifest  great  accuracy  as  well  as  great  simplicity  and 
method  of  arrangement. 

The  joint  committee  have  thought  it  their  duly  to  ascertain  how  much  money  has  been  paid  into  the  trea- 
sury, and  how  much  disbursed,  from  the  30th  September  1839,  up  to  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  February  1840, 
and  whether  or  not  the  proper  amount  was  in  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth  on  that 
day.  To  enable  the  committee  to  ascertain  that  fact,  their  chairmen  addressed  joint  letters  to  the  auditor  of 
public  accounts,  and  the  second  auditor,  requesting  to  be  furnished  with  statements  shewing  the  amount  of  re- 
ceipts and  disbursements,  from  the  30th  of  September  1839,  to  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  February  1840,  and 
the  balances  on  hand  at  that  time.  (See  documents  accompanying  this  report,  Nos.  1  and  2.)  From  the  state- 
ments furnished  by  those  officers,  the  committee  make  the  following:  (See  documents  accompanying  this  re- 
port, Nos.  3  and  4.) 
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Literary 

Board  Public 
Worki. 

N.  W.  Torn- 
pika  Road. 

Jama*  Rivar 
Company. 

Com'ra  8. 
Fund. 

Total. 

Balances  in  the  treasury  1st  Oc- 
tober 1839, 

Received  in  October,  November, 
December,  January  and  on  the 
1st  February  1840,  - 

17,440  53 
408,139  28 

24,371  18 
3(3,100  90 

34,587  00 
308,418  91 

08  40 
7,934  00 

3,850  99 
28  10 

22 

Disbursed  in  October,  Norember, 
December,  January  and  1st 
I^cbrusry  inclusive^     •  • 

• 

485,579  81 
307,774  92 

00,538  08 
53,558  50 

343,005  91 
302,070  85 

8,002  40 
7,995  37 

3,885  09 
128  02 

22 

Balances  3d  February  1840,  - 

177,804  89 

0,979  52 

40,929  00 

7  09 

3,757  07 

22 

229,477  85 

RECAPITULATION. 


To  the  credit  of  the  Commonwealth,           -  -  177,804  89 

Literary  fund,             •  -  0,979  52 

Board  of  public  works,  -  -  40,929  00 

Northwestern  turnpike  road,  -  7  09 

James  river  company,    -  -  3,757  07 

Commissioners  sinking  fund,  •  22 


S  229.477  85 

It  appears  from  the  foregoing  statements,  that  there  should  have  been  in  the  treasury  on  the  morning  of  the 
3d  February  1840,  the  sum  of  $  229,477  65  cents. 

For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  that  fact,  the  chairmen  of  the  committee  addressed  joint  letters  to  the  pre- 
sidents of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  and  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia,  (see  documents  accompanying  this  report 
Nos.  5  and  0,)  requesting  to  be  informed  how  much  money  was  on  deposit  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
commonwealth  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  October  1839  and  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  February  1840.  The  an- 
swers to  these  letters  (see  documents  Nos.  7  and  8)  furnish  the  following  information : 
The  amount  on  deposit  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth  in  the  Bank  of  Virginia 

on  the  morning  of  3d  February  1S40,  was  ....  -     110,858  52 

In  the  Farmers  Bank  at  the  same  time,       -  113,040  30 


Total  amount  in  both  banks,  230,498  82 

From  which  deduct  the  amounts  called  for  by  tho  statements  furnished  by  the  first 
and  second  auditors,  viz  : 

First  auditor,  .....  177,804  89 

Second  auditor,         .....  51,672  96 

  229,477  85 


Leaving  an  excess  in  the  two  banks  of  $  1,020  97 

which  is  sufficient  to  pay  the  checks  drawn  by  the  treasurer  on  warrants  issued  by  the  auditors  previous  to  and 
not  presented  at  the  banks  for  payment  at  the  time  to  which  this  statement  has  reference. 

In  conclusion  the  joint  committee  remark  that  it  satisfactorily  appears,  on  a  full  and  minute  examination  of 
the  treasurer's  accounts,  that  all  the  money  which  has  come  to  his  hands  is  duly  accounted  for  according  to  law, 
which  they  report  accordingly. 

And  the  committee  further  remark,  that  in  consideration  of  the  large  accumulation  of  business  imposed 
upon  the  first  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  treasurer,  they  deem  it  an  act  of  justice  to  that  officer  to  recommend  to 
the  general  assembly  a  reasonable  increase  of  his  salary. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

CHS.  HUNTON,  C.  C.  S. 
ED.  T.  TAYLOE,  C.  C.  H.  D. 


Digitized  by  Google 


200  JOURNAL  OF  THE   HOCSE  OP  DELEGATES. 

(No.  L) 

COMMITTEE  ROOM  OF  THE  TREASURY  OFFICE, 

February,  4,  1S40. 

SIR — We  respectfully  request  that  you  will  furnish  us  at  the  treasury  office  with  a  statement  exhibiting 
how  much  money  on  all  accounts  has  been  paid  into  and  out  of  the  treasury  between  the  30th  day  of  Septem- 
ber last  and  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant. 

Respectfully  yours, 

CHS.  HUNTON,  C.  C  S. 
ED.  T.  TAYLOE,  C.  C.  H. 

To  the  Auditor  of  Public  Account*. 

(No.  2.) 

COMMITTEE  ROOM  OF  THE  TREASURY  OFFICE, 

February  4,  1940. 

SIR — We  respectfully  request  that  you  will  furnish  us  at  the  treasury  office  with  a  statement  exhibiting 
bow  much  money  on  all  accounts  has  been  paid  into  and  out  of  the  treasury  through  your  office  between  the 
30th  day  of  September  last  and  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant. 

Respectfully  yours, 

CHS.  HUNTON,  C.  C.  S. 
ED.  T.  TAYLOE,  C.  C.  H. 

To  James  Brown,  Jr.  Second  Auditor. 

(No.  3.) 

AUDITOR'S  OFFICE,  February  6,  1S40. 
Gentlemen — I  enclose  you  the  statement  requested  in  your  communication  of  the  4th  instant,  exhibiting 
the  condition  of  the  treasury  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant. 

I  am  very  respectfully  yours,  &c. 

JAS.  E.  HEATH,  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 

Charles  Hunton  and  Edwahd  T.  Tayloe,  Esqs. 

Chairmen,  S(c.  §t.  Treasury  Office. 

Statement  exhibiting  how  much  money  on  all  accounts  has  been  paid  into  and  out  of  the  Treasury  through  this  Office 
between  the  30<A  September  last  and  the  morning  of  t/ie  3d  February  1S40. 

Balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  October  1839,  per  last  annual  report,            -            -  17,440  53 

Amount  paid  into  the  treasury  in  October  1839,                ....  41,372  04 

Do.                 in  November  1839,             ....  113,937  06 

Do.                  in  December  1839,             ....  278,412  09 

Do.                 in  January  1840,                ....  34,365  73 

Do.                  on  the  1st  February  1840,                  -             -             -  2  36 


Amount  of  warrants  issued  from  the  1st  October  1839  to  the  1st  February  1840, 

both  days  inclusive,  -  -  -  •  308,773  52 

Deduct  sundry  warrants  issued  within  the  last  mentioned  period,  and  not  paid 

at  the  treasury,  as  per  list  annexed,  ....  998  60 


485,579  81 


307,774  92 


Auditor's  Office,  6th  February  1840. 


Balance  on  the  3d  February  1S40,       -  -  -         $  177,804  89 

JOSEPH  JACKSON,  Clerk  of  Accounts. 


No.  1379, 

142  54 

No.  1603, 

30  00 

1408, 

196  05 

1626, 

51  00 

1409, 

50  00 

1627, 

15  90 

1410, 

6  18 

1672, 

15  00 

1411, 

94  14 

1933, 

35  00 

1416, 

120  00 

1934, 
1972, 

10  50 

1600, 

35  29 

76  00 

1601, 

20  00 

2008, 

70  00 

1602, 

33  00 

$999  60 
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Statement  of  money  which  hat  been  paid  into  and  out  of  the  Treasury  through  the  Second  Auditor1*  office,  on  all 

the  30th  September  1S39,  and  the  morning  of  the  Sd  February  1640. 


Literary  Fund. 

Board  of  Public 
Works. 

No.  Western 
turnpike  road. 

James  riTcr 
company. 

Sinking 
Fund. 

t 

Total. 

Balances  in  the  treasury  1st  October  1839,  - 
Receipts  since  to  3d  Feb.  1840  incluaite,  • 

'24,371  18 
30,166  90 

34,587  00 
308,418  91 

68  46 
7,934  00 

3,856  99 
28  10 

22 
00 

62,883  85 
352,547  91 

Warrants  since  to  2*1  Feb.  1840  inclusive,  - 

60,538  08 
53,558  66 

343,005  91 
302,076  85 

8,002  46 
7,996  37 

3,885  09 
128  02 

22 
00 

415,431  76 
363,758  80 

Balances  on  morning  of  3d  Feb.  1840, 

6,979  52 

40,929  06 



7  09 

3,757  07 

22 

•  51,672  98 

SECOND  AUDITOR'S  OFFICE,  4th  February  1840. 
Gentlemen, — Above  I  hand  you  the  statement  requested  in  your  note  of  this  date. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Jr.,  Second  Auditor. 

Charles  Hunton,  Esq.,  and  Ed.  T.  Taylob,  Esq.,  Treasury  Office. 

(No.  6.) 

COMMITTEE  ROOM  OF  THE  TREASURY  OFFICE, 

Februaby  4,  1840. 

SIR, — The  undersigned  chairmen  of  the  joint  committee  to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts,  request  that 
you  will  furnish  them  with  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  money  in  the  bank  over  which  you  preside,  to  the 


credit  of  the  commonwealth,  on  the 


To  John  Bbockenbbouoh,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia. 


the  1st  day  of  October  last,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  inst. 
Respectfully  yours, 

CHS,  HUNTON,  C.  C.  S. 
ED.  T.  TAYLOE,  C.  C.  H. 


(No.  6.) 


COMMITTEE  ROOM  OF  THE  TREASURY  OFFICE, 

February  4,  1840. 

SIR, — The  undersigned,  chairmen  of  the  joint  committee  to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts,  request  that 
you  will  furnish  them  with  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  money  in  the  bank  over  which  you  preside,  to  the 
credit  of  the  commonwealth,  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  October  last,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  inst 

Respectfully  yours, 

CHS.  HUNTON,  C.  C  S. 
ED.  T.  TAYLOE,  C  C.  H. 

To  William  H.  Macfabland,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia. 

(No.  7.) 

BANK  OF  VIRGINIA,  February  4,  1840. 
Gentlemen, — The  enclosed  paper  from  the  first  accomptanl  of  this  bank  furnishes  the  information  re- 
by  your  letter  of  this  date. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  gentlemen,  your  most  ob't, 

JOHN  BROCKENBROUGH,  Pres't. 

To  Charles  Hunton,  and  ) 

Edward  T.  Taylob,  {  Es(luires- 

Balance  to  the  credit  of  the  commonwealth  in  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  on  the  morning  of  the 

1st  October  1839,  -  -  -  -  -  -      $  41,998  47 

Balance  to  the  credit  of  the  commonwealth  in  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  on  the  morning  of  3rd 

February  1840,  ......       116,868  62 

61 
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(No.  8.) 

FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA,  February  4,  1840. 
Gentlemen, — In  reply  to  your  communication  of  this  day,  I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  there  was  to  the 
credit  of  Lawson  fiurfoot,  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  in  this  bank,  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  of 
October  last,  thirty-nine  thousand,  two  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars  and  six  cent*,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  3rd 
instant,  one  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand,  six  hundred  and  forty  dollars  and  thirty  cents. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  ob't  serv't, 

WM.  H.  MACFARLAND,  Pres't. 

To  Cos.  Hunton,  Esq.,  C.  C.  S. 
Ed.  T.  Taylor,  Esq.,  C.  C.  H. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Armstrong  the  said  report  was  laid  upon  the  table. 
The  following  report  of  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges  was  read  and  agreed  to : 
The  committee  of  schools  and  colleges  have  according  to  order  enquired  into  M  the  propriety  of  releasing 
all  the  right  and  interest  of  the  commonwealth  in  any  vacant  and  ungranted  lands,  to  the  respective  counties  in 
which  the  same  are  situated,  for  the  purposes  of  education,  and  of  devoting  the  same  exclusively  to  that  ob- 
ject:" Whereupon, 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  release  the  commonwealth's  right  to  such 
lands  for  said  purposes. 

A  report  of  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  upon  the  petition  of  Samuel  Freeman,  was  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Dorman  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  following  reports  of  the  committee  of  finance  were  read  and  agreed  to : 

The  committee  of  finance  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens 
of  the  county  of  Preston,  in  behalf  of  Ignatius  Gahring,  to  them  referred,  representing  that  said  Gahring  is  a 
native  of  Germany,  and  having  served  a  laborious  apprenticeship  to  the  art  of  making  brass  clocks,  has  selected 
the  county  of  Preston  as  his  place  of  settlement — and  being  about  to  open  a  shop  for  finishing  and  selling  his 
brass  clocks,  was  informed  that  before  he  could  sell,  be  must  obtain  a  license  and  pay  a  tax  of  one  hundred 
dollars.  The  petitioners  believing  that  the  clocks  of  said  Gahring  are  partly  manufactured  within  the  common- 
wealth, of  brass  materials,  and  of  superior  quality,  constituting  an  article  of  duration  and  utility — they  ask 
that  the  tax  on  licenses  for  selling  brass  clocks  be  lessened — and  that  the  same  be  put  upon  the  footing  of 
equality  with  other  licenses :  Whereupon, 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  rejected,  inasmuch  as  the  fourth 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  imposing  taxes  for  the  support  of  government,"  passed  April  lllh,  1839, 
authorizes  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue  to  ascertain  whether  clocks  are  bona  fide  of  the  manufacture  of  this 
state. 

The  committee  of  finance  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens 
to  them  referred,  soliciting  the  attention  of  the  general  assembly  to  that  which  they  consider  the  pernicious 
tendency  of  the  laws  by  which  the  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks  are  legalized  and  licensed — and  praying  the  re- 
peal of  all  laws  licensing  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits,  and  in  their  stead  to  provide  against  the  further  sale  and 
distribution  of  the  same :  Whereupon, 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  rejected. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  communication  from  the  second  auditor,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted on  yesterday  by  Mr.  Robertson,  reporting  the  amount  of  the  sinking  fund,  and  how  it  is  invested,  which 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Rybd  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  G5.] 

The  following  bills  were  read  the  first  and  ordered  to  bo  read  a  second  time,  viz : 

No.  217.  A  bill  concerning  Edward  H.  Womwell.  1 

No.  218.  A  bill  concerning  Thomas  C.  Burwell  and  Octavius  A.  Harvey. 
No.  219.  A  bill  concerning  Benjamin  Sbcppard  administrator  of  John  P.  Shields  deceased. 
No.  220.  A  bill  to  change  the  place  of  holding  a  separate  election  in  the  county  of  Nansemond. 
No.  221.  A  bill  to  revive  and  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  prescribing  the  mode  of  electing  trustees  for 
the  town  of  Covington,  in  the  county  of  Alleghany." 

No.  222.  A  bill  to  establish  the  town  of  Dranesville,  in  the  county  of  Fairfax. 

No.  223.  A  bill  making  further  provision  for  opening  a  certain  road  in  the  counties  of  Bath  and  Alleghany. 
No.  224.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Salem  and  Bent  mountain  turnpike  company. 

No.  225.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Hanover  and  Henrico  exploring  and 
mining  company." 

No.  226.  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Portsmouth  and' Roanoke  rail-road  company;  and 
No.  227.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Newmarket  and  Buffalo  springs  turnpike  company. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Broadus  the  house  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  ten  o'clock. 
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THURSDAY,  Maech  5,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  March  4,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bills,  entitled, 

"  An  act  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  1  an  act  concerning  the  Hampton  academy.' " 

"  An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  *  an  act  incorporating  the  Buchanan  and  Salem  turnpike  company.' " 
"  An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  *  an  act  prescribing  certain  general  regulations  for  the  incorporation  of 
turnpike  companies.' " 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  trustees  of  Richmond  college." 

"An  act  incorporating  the  Dunlap's  creek  turnpike  company;"  and 

"An  act  fixing  the  site  for  the  seat  of  justice  for  the  county  of  Pulaski." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  was  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
business  now  before  them,  and  the  clerk  to  the  said  committee  was  discharged  from  further  attendance. 
Mr.  Dorman  from  the  committee  of  finance  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  267.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  to  issue  a  warrant  in  favour  of  William  D. 
Wren,  administrator  of  Robert  George  deceased,  in  pursuance  of  a  judgment  of  the  circuit  superior  court  of 
law  and  chancery  for  the  county  of  Henrico  and  city  of  Richmond  for  revolutionary  services. 

No.  123.  A  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "  an  act  for  the  Letter  organization  of  the  militia,"  was  taken  up 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Watts  and  further  amended  on  his  motion,  and  as  amended  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  severally  read  a  third  time  aud  passed  : 

No.  155.  A  bill  amending  the  laws  concerning  slaves,  free  negroes  and  mulattocs. 

No.  157.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Tazewell  White  Sulphur  springs  company. 

No.  158.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Sweet  springs  and  Salt  Sulphur  turnpike  "company. 

No.  159.  A  bill  to  incorporate  French's  hotel  company  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk. 

No.  161.  A  bill  divorcing  Mary  Eanes  from  her  husband  George  H.  Eanes. 

No.  163.  A  bill  authorizing  additional  compensation  for  the  tuition  of  poor  children. 

No.  165.  A  bill  authorizing  femes  covert  to  maintain  suits  in  their  own  names  when  deserted  by  their 
husbands. 

No.  166.  A  bill  authorizing  the  confession  of  judgments  in  the  clerk's  office,  and  for  other  purposes. 
No.  260.  A  bill  concerning  the  securities  of  William  B.  Manning. 

No.  162.  An  engrossed  bill  concerning  Thomas  Bcaslcy  a  free  man  of  colour  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the 
question  being  put  upon  its  passage  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yerby  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of 
Berkeley,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Tolcr,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  War- 
ren, Wilson,  Powell,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Howell,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Ers- 
kine,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Tayloe 
of  King  George,  Lawson,  Banks,  Caldwell,  Clayton,  Evans,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Mor- 
gan, Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Fitzgerald,  M'Conncll,  Hidcn,  Hiner,  May,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Carroll 
of  Preston,  Roberts,  Sturm,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Quillen,  Bare,  Griever,  Spotts,  Stephenson, 
Goodson  and  Stangcr — 67. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Southall,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Corbin,  Coleman, 
Broadus,  Whitworth,  Roane,  Payne,  Hale,  Butts,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Kennedy,  Swing, 
Beard,  Ramcy,  Harrison,  Orgain,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Goode,  Yerby,  Aleshirc,  Vcnable,  Heath, 
Ratcliffe,  Shipman,  Ridley,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince  and  Walker — 35. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  bills  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

No.  169.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  A.  Trent  deceased,  and  to  release  the  right  of  the  litera- 
ry fund  in  certain  cases  to  forfeited  lands,  was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  256.  A  bill  imposing  taxes  for  the  support  of  government,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  amended  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Dorman. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Crutchkield  that  the  said  bill  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  finance 
with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  providing  the  same  rates  of  taxation  with  the  rates  provided  in  the  act  of  1S39  ; 
aho  a  bill  providing  for  a  temporary  loan  to  meet  the  deficiency  in  the  treasury. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Goode  to  amend  the  said  motion  by  striking  out  the  words  "also  a  bill  pro- 
viding for  a  temporary  loan  to  meet  the  deficiency  in  the  treasury,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  following, 
"and  providing  that  the  treasurer  be  authorized  and  required  to  make  sale  of  any  bank  stock  belonging  to  the 
state,  which  may  be  necessary  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  public  debt  contracted  for  the  purposes  of  internal  im- 
provement :  Provided,  That  the  amount  of  stock  sold  shall  not  exceed  the  deficiency  in  the  treasury  or  the  dif- 
ference between  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  treasury  for  the  current  fiscal  year." 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Gregory  the  said  amendment  was  amended  by  adding  thereto,  "  and  provide*!  further 
that  no  bank  stock  shall  be  told  unless  it  will  bring  its  jtar  value." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lee  the  said  amendment  was  further  amended  by  adding  thereto,  "and  that  the  said 
committee  be  also  instructed  to  report  a  bill  to  authorize  a  loan  for  the  amount  of  said  deficit  in  the  event  said 
stock  cannot  be  sold  at  par,  or  for  such  part  thereof  as  cannot  be  raised  by  such  sale  at  par." 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  adopting  the  said,  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Goods,  as  amended,  and 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gregory  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  Hannah,  Haskins,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Cox,  Burwcll  of  Clarke 
and  Warren,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Howell,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Taylor  of  Hali- 
fax, Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Gregory,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fon- 
taine, Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Goode,  Clayton,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pu- 
laski, Myers  of  Morgan,  Fitzgerald,  Alcshire,  Hincr,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Ratclifie,  Sturm,  Snyder, 
Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Grievcr,  Spolts,  Goodson  and  Stanger — 61. 

Nobs — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (sneaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bed- 
ford, Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Kyle,  Toler, 
Fox,  Corbin,  Card  well,  Broadus,  Craffbrd,  Roane,  Powell,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of 
Franklin,  Baker,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Butts,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  M'Rae,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wor- 
thington,  Kennedy,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Orgain,  Caldwell,  Evans,  Allyn  of  Norfolk 
borodgb,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Ycrby,  M'Connell,  Hidcn",  May,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Venable,  Roberts,  Heath, 
Robertson,  Lcyburn,  Dorman,  Ridley,  Crutchfield,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Stephenson  and  Walker — 68. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  to  amend  the  proposition  made  by  Mr.  Crctch- 
fiei.d  by  striking  therefrom  the  words  "  also  a  bill  providing  for  a  temporary  loan  to  meet  the  deficiency  in  the 
treasury,"  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Mere- 
dith, Haskins,  Cox,  Powell,  Howell,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax, 
Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of 
Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Goode,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  May,  Michaux, 
Venable,  Heath,  Ratclifie,  Bare,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  and  Prince— 40. 

Noes — Messrs.  Southall,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berke- 
ley, Hunter,  Hannah,  M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and 
Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Craffbrd,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of 
Franklin,  Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Erskine,  Gibson,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Worthington, 
Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chap- 
man, Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  M'Connell,  Alcshire,  Hiner,  Tunstall,  Keen, 
Tallman,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Roberts,  Sturm,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Lcyburn,  Dorman,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Rus- 
sell, Quillen,  Conn,  Griever,  Crutchfield,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walker  and  Stanger — 79. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  adopting  the  motion  submitted  by  Mr.  Crutchfield  and  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfield  the  vole  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Southall,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berke- 
ley, Hunter,  Hannah,  M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and 
Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Craffbrd,  Roane,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin, 
Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Erskine,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George, 
Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and 
Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Yerby,  M'Connell,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Carroll  of  Preston, 
Sturm,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Griever,  Crutchfield,  Spotts,  Stephenson, 
Goodson,  Walker  and  Stanger — 73. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Mere- 
dith, Haskins,  Cox,  Powell,  Marshall,  Scott,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor 
of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Worthington, 
Wright,  Fontaine,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Walts,  Etbd- 
ridge,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  May,  Michaux,  Venable,  Roberts,  Heath,  Ratcliffe,  Dorman,  Shipman,  Bare,  Ridley, 
Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  and  Prince — 46. 

Mr.  Vbnable  from  the  committee  on  banks  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  268.  A  bill  to  increase  the  number  of  directors  at  the  branch  banks  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley  in  Vir- 
ginia. 

Mr.  Goode  according  to  order  presented  the  following  bill : 
No.  269.  A  bill  concerning  the  government  house. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Ratcliffe  the  house  adjourned. 


Digitized  by  Google 


JOURNAL  OF  TUB  HOUSE  OK  DELEGATES.  205 

FRIDAY,  March  G,  1S40. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  March  6,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bills,  entitled, 

"  An  act  amending  the  act  authorizing  the  county  court  of  Monongalia  county  to  raise  money  for  certain 
purposes." 

"  An  act  authorizing  a  ferry  from  the  lands  of  Thomas  and  Ephraim  Pollock  in  the  county  of  Marshall 
across  the  Ohio  river." 

"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Verlinda  Perry." 

"  An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  ferries ;"  and 

•'  An  act  incorporating  the  Danville  savings  institution." 

They  have  also  passed  the  bills,  entitled, 

"  An  act  concerning  Squire  Sayrc  ;"  and 

"  An  act  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  Mangohick  in  the  county  of  King  William,''  with  amendments 
io  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

The  said  amendments  were  severally  agreed  to,  and  the  clerk  was  ordered  lo  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

Mr.  Cardwell  from  the  committee  on  enrolled  bills  reported  that  the  said  committee  had  examined  sun- 
dry other  bills  and  found  them  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  for  further  examination. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  first  auditor's  office  presented  a  report. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  presented  reports  upon  the 
petition  of  citizens  of  Greenbrier  county  for  a  separate  election  at  the  White  Sulphur  springs  ;  and  upon  the 
petition  of  citizens  of  Campbell,  Bedford,  Pittsylvania  and  Franklin,  for  a  new  county  ;  and  the  following  bill : 

No.  270.  A  bill  concerning  the  taking  of  oysters  in  the  counties  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  severally  read  a  third  time  and  passed  : 

No.  97.  A  bill  concerning  lotteries. 

No.  128.  A  bdl  to  amend  an  act,  entitled,  ''an  act  for  the  better  organization  of  the  militia;"  and 
No.  168.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  A.  Trent  deceased,  and  to  release  the  right  of  the  lite- 
rary fund  in  certain  cases  to  forfeited  lands. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  tbe  said  bills  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Bayly  tbe  following  report  was  taken  up  and  read : 

The  committee  of  claims  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  Richard  S.  Rew, 
to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to  the  following  resolution  thereupon : 

Rcsoked  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  petition  of  Richard  S.  Rew,  stating  that  a  certain  negro 
man  was  emancipated  by  his  master  in  the  county  of  Accomack  in  tbe  year  1S19,  and  in  the  year  1833  was  di- 
rected by  a  judgment  of  the  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery  held  for  said  county  in  October  of  that 

St,  to  be  sold  for  having  remained  in  this  commonwealth  more  than  twelve  months  after  bis  right  to  freedom 
accrued,  and  was  accordingly  sold  by  a  deputy  sheriff  of  that  county  on  the  first  day  of  January  1839, 
when  he,  the  said  Rew,  became  the  purchaser  for  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  thirty  dollars — that  the  said  negro 
shortly  afterwards  made  his  escape,  and  is  now  in  the  state  of  New  York,  and  praying  that  the  legislature  will 
pass  an  act  directing  the  sum  paid  by  him  as  aforesaid  to  be  refunded,  be  rejected. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bayly  to  amend  the  same  by  striking  out  the  words  "be  rejected,"  and  in- 
serting in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  is  reasonable,"  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the 
negative. 

The  said  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

No.  138.  A  bUl  giving  jurisdiction  to  justices  of  the  peace  in  actions  of  trespass  upon  real  and  personal 
property,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Me  of  Wight,  read  a  second  time,  and  an  amendment  was 
thereto  proposed  by  him ;  thereupon  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Goodson  that  the  farther  consideration  of  the 
said  bill  and  amendment  be  indefinitely  postponed,  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  said  bill  be  rejected. 

No.  164.  A  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  slaves  condemned  to  transportation  under  the  act  concerning 
the  circulation  of  incendiary  publications,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  BrmvKLL  of  Bedford,  read  a  second 
time,  amended  on  his  motion,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mat,  as  amended  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  179.  A  bill  providing  more  effectually  for  the  opening  and  repairs  of  the  public  roads  in  the  county  of 
Loudoun,  was  read  a  second  time  and  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Powell  ;  thereupon  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tun- 
STALJ-.  the  farther  consideration  thereof  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Resolted,  That  the  said  bill  be  rejected. 

No.  189.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  concerning  slaves,  free  negroes  and 
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mulattoes,  was  read  a  second  time,  amended  on  motions  made  by  Mr.  May,  and  as  amended  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed. 

No.  199.  A  bill  directing  the  suspension  of  surveys,  was  rend  a  second  time,  and  amended  on  motions  of 
Mr.  Crutchfikld  and  Mr.  Dorman.  A  further  amendment  was  then  submitted  by  Mr.  Chutchfibld,  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson  the  said  bill  and  amendment  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  231.  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  ihe  court  of  appeals,  and  the  taking  and  trying  ap- 
peals in  chancery  cases  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  a  second  time,  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lee,  and 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Southall  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  second  time  nnd  ordered  to  be  engrossed  : 

No.  169.  A  bill  amending  the  charier  of  the  Appomattox  coal  mining  company. 

No.  170.  A  bill  to  authorize  a  ferry  from  the  lands  of  William  W.  Wenner  in  the  county  of  Loudoun  across 
the  Potomac  river. 

No.  171.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Fallen  creek  manufacturing  company. 

No.  172.  A  bill  concerning  the  lien  of  judgments  and  limiting  proceedings  against  special  bad  in  certain 
cases. 

No.  173.  A  bill  authorizing  the  sergeant  of  the  city  of  Williamsburg  to  appoint  a  deputy.    This  bill  was 
amended  by  the  house  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson. 

No.  175.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled,  "  an  act  to  establish  the  Bank  of  Kanawha." 

No.  170.  A  bill  incorporating  the  trustees  of  the  Rockingham  academy  in  the  town  of  Harrisonburg. 

No.  ISO.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Point  Pleasant  in  the  county  of  Mason. 

No.  181.  A  bill  to  authorize  two  separate  elections  in  the  county  of  Prince  George. 

No.  1S2.  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  solemnization  of  marriages. 

No.  184.  A  bill  to  revive  the  act,  entitled     an  act  authorizing  John  Whitaker  to  erect  a  toll  bridge  across 
Peak  creek  in  the  county  of  Wythe." 

No.  185.  A  bill  to  revive  the  act,  entiUed  "  an  act  incorporating  the  Sweet  and  Blue  sulphur  springs  turn-  * 
pike  company." 

No.  1S6.  A  bill  concerning  the  Nowbern  and  Red  Sulphur  springs  turnpike  company. 

No.  187.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  incorporating  the  Buchanan,  Fincastle  and  Blacksburg 
turnpike  company ;"  and 

No.  190.  A  bill  for  tho  support  and  education  of  poor  girls  within  this  commonwealth. 

No.  191.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Macon'3  mill  and  Cold  Harbour  turnpike  company,  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  M'Rae  ordered  to  be  committed. 

No.  192.  A  bill  concerning  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail-road  company,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  an 
amendment  thereto  was  submitted  by  Mr.  Wortiungton,  and  the  said  bill  and  amendment  were  laid  upon  the 
table  on  motion  of  Mr.  Byrd. 

The  following  bills  were  also  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed: 

No.  193.  A  bill  appointing  trustees  for  the  town  of  New  Market  in  the  county  of  Shenandoah  and  pre- 
scribing their  powers  and  duties. 

No.  194.  A  bill  to  regulate  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  suffrage  in  elections  of  trustees  for  the  town  of 
Portsmouth. 

No.  195.  A  bill  providing  for  the  payment  to  the  Woodstock,  Strasburg  and  Now  Market  academies  in  the 
county  of  Shenandoah,  the  proportion  of  the  surplus  literary  fund  allotted  to  those  academies  by  the  school 
commissioners  of  the  county. 

No.  190.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Williamsport  in  the  county  of  Harrison. 

No.  197.  A  bill  to  revive  the  act  incorporating  the  Hyco  falls  manufacturing  company. 

No.  198.  A  bill  concerning  Peter  Kremer;  and 

No.  200.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  a  road  from  Ice's  ferry 
on  Cheat  river  to  the  Pennsylvania  line." 

No.  201.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Terra  Salis  in  the  county  of  Kanawha,  was  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Reynolds  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Conn  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Shenandoah  for  the  passage  of  an  act  authoriz- 
ing the  county  court  to  take  stock  in  the  Valley  turnpike  company. 

Also  a  memorial  of  other  citizens  of  said  county  opposing  the  passage  of  the  said  act. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Armstrong  the  said  petition  and  memorial  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  209.  A  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Bedford  savings  bank  at  Liberty,  was  read  a  second  time  and 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Tunstall  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  219.  A  bill  concerning  Benjamin  Sheppard,  administrator  of  John  P.  Shields  deceased,  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  the  question  being  put  upon  ordering  the  same  to  be  engrossed,  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  bill  be  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Watts  the  committee  on  the  militia  laws  was  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  the  officers  of  the  144th  regiment,  and  the  same  was  laid  upon  the  table. 
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Mr.  Dorman  from  the  committee  of  finance  presented  the  following  bills: 

No.  271.  A  hill  concerning  Guy  D.  French  and  William  Chapman;  and 

No.  272.  A  bill  providing  for  a  temporary  loan  to  meet  the  deficiency  in  the  treasury. 

The  said  last  bill  was  read  the  first  and  second  times,  and  the  question  being  put  upon  engrossing  the  same, 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Me  of  Wight  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ates— Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Southall,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Mitchell,  Hunter,  Kyle, 
Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson, 
Whitworth,  Crafifbrd,  Roane,  Marshall,  Alderson,  Payne,  Byrd,  Erskine,  Gibson,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae, 
Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Lawson,  Beard,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Wade  of  Mont- 
gomery and  Pulaski,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Tunstnll,  Tallman,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Quillen, 
Conn,  Griever,  Crutchfield,  Stephenson  and  Walker — 56. 

Noes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Cropper,  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins, 
Cox,  Powell,  Howell,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen 
of  Hampshire,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and 
Middlesex,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  May,  Michaux,  Roberts,  Heath,  Shipman,  Ridley, 
Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince  and  Slangcr — 36. 

Mr.  Dorman  from  the  same  committee  presented  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  Guy  D.  French  and  William 
Chapman  ;  and  the  following  bill : 

No.  273.  A  bill  imposing  taxes  for  the  support  of  government ;  which  was  read  the  Grst  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bayly  the  select  committee  on  the  subject  of  the  demand  made  by  the  executive  of  this 
state  upon  the  executive  of  New  York  for  certain  fugitives  from  justice,  was  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  report  and  resolutions  adopted  by  the  state  of  South  Carolina  in  relation  to  a  controversy  between  the  states 
of  Georgia  and  Maine,  and  the  same  was  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May,  Resolved,  That  all  reports  from  committees  rejecting  petitions  or  other  propositions 
shall  be  laid  on  the  table  for  the  residue  of  this  session  without  any  motion  made  for  that  purpose,  but  with  leave 
to  any  member  to  call  up  any  such  report  during  the  afternoon  sessions  of  the  house  without  submitting  any  mo- 
tion to  that  eflecL 

No.  202.  A  bill  concerning  the  New  Shenandoah  company,  was  read  a  second  time,  amended  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Worthington,  and  as  amended,  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  203.  A  bill  changing  the  mode  of  appointing  inspectors  of  salt  in  the  county  of  Kanawha;  and 

No.  204.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  Bank  of  Virginia  to  establish  an  agency  in  the  town  of  Scoltsville,  were 
read  a  second  lime  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  205.  A  bill  amending  the  act  concerning  commissions  on  sales  made  under  decrees  in  chancery,  was 
amended  on  motions  severally  made,  and  as  amended  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  following  bills  were  also  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed : 

No.  206.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Dupuy  and  Bryant  coal  mining  company  in  the  county  of  Powhatan. 
No.  207.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Harris  creek  manufacturing  compa- 
ny," passed  February  1st,  1832. 

No.  208.  A  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  the  Buffaloe  Ridge  springs  in  the  county  of  Nelson. 
No.  211.  A  bill  authorizing  the  ballast  master  at  Fredericksburg  to  appoint  assistants. 
No.  212.  A  bill  concerning  William  G.  Hall. 

No.  213.  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Holiday's  Cove  turnpike  company. 
No.  214.  A  bill  authorizing  Alexander  H.  Creel  to  establish  a  ferry  across  the  Ohio  river. 
No.  215.  A  bill  to  revive  the  act  to  incorporate  the  Stonewall  iron  manufacturing  company. 
No.  216.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Montpelier  marble  company  in  the  county  of  Orange. 
No.  217.  A  bill  concerning  Edward  H.  Womwell. 

No.  218.  A  bill  concerning  Thomas  C.  Burwell  and  Octavius  A.  Harvey. 
.  No.  220.  A  bill  to  change  the  place  of  holding  a  separate  election  in  the  county  of  Nansemond ;  and 

No.  221.  A  bill  to  revive  and  amend  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  prescribing  the  mode  of  electing  trustees  for 
the  town  of  Covington  in  the  county  of  Alleghany,  and  for  other  purposes." 

On  motions  severally  made  leave  of  absence"  from  the  service  of  the  house,  for  the  remainder  of  the  session 
from  Monday  next,  was  granted  to  Messrs.  M'Connell,  Caldwell,  Wood  and  Chapman. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Banks  the  vote  upon  granting  the  said  leave  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Southall,  Cabell,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Mitchell,  Hunter,  Kyle, 
Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whit- 
worth, Craffbrd,  Marshall,  Payne,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Butt?,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  White,  Lee, 
M'Rae,  Worthington,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Lawson,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Orgain,  Wade  of  Mont- 
gomery and  Pulaski,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Walts,  Etheridge,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Tunstall, 
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Tallman,  Michaux,  Roberts,  Heath,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Quillen,  Ridley,  Crutchfield,  Fitzbugh,  Clarke  of  Surry, 
Prince,  Stephenson  and  Walker — CO. 

Noes — Messrs.  Cropper,  Carpenter,  M'Cue,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins, 
Flood,  Cox,  Roane,  Powell,  Alderson,  Howell,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Al- 
len of  Hampshire,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Board,  Banks,  Taylor  of 
Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Myers  of  Morgan,  May,  Snyder,  Shipman,  Conn,  Gricver  and  Stanger — 33. 

On  motions  severally  made,  leave  wns  granted  to  withdraw  the  petitions  of  Martha  Elliott;  of  William  M. 
Moody;  of  Boiling  Jones ;  and  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Grayson  for  a  new  county. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Conn  the  house  adjourned. 


SATURDAY,  March  7,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  March  6,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bills,  entitled, 

"  An  act  concerning  executions  and  new  trials  in  cases  upon  warrants." 

"  An  act  providing  for  the  erection  of  a  steward's  house,  and  for  furnishing  a  supply  of  water  for  the  Vir- 
ginia military  institute." 

"  An  act  exempting  firemen  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk  from  serving  on  petit  juries  in  civil  cases." 
They  have  also  passed  the  bills,  entitled, 

"An  act  incorporating  the  Preston  rail-road,  lumber  and  mining  company;"  and 

"  An  act  increasing  the  reward  for  apprehending  runaways  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with 
amendments,  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

And  their  committee  appointed  to  examine  enrolled  bills  have  examined  sundry  such  bills,  which,  being 
found  truly  enrolled,  have  been  signed  by  their  speaker,  and  are  herewith  returned  to  the  house  of  delegates. 

The  said  amendment  to  the  first  bill  amended,  was  agreed  to,  and  the  clerk  was  ordered  to  inform  the 
senate  thereof. 

The  said  second  bill  and  amendments  were  on  motion  of  Mr.  Worthington  ordered  to  be  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  Crutchfield  from  the  committee  of  roads  and  internal  navigation  reported  with  amendments  the  fol- 
lowing bill : 

No.  191.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Macon's  mill  and  Cold  Harbour  turnpike  company. 

No.  37.  A  bill,  entitled  "  an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road," 
with  the  senate's  amendments  thereto,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lee.  The  house  of  delegates  disagreed 
to  the  third  and  fourth  amendments  proposed  by  the  senate  to  the  said  bill,  and  the  senate  insisted  on  their  amend- 
ments ;  thereupon  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  the  house  receded  from  their  disagreement  to  the 
said  amendments,  and  agreed  to  the  same  with  an  amendment  to  the  third  amendment,  and  the  clerk  was  or- 
dered to  inform  the  senate  thereof  and  request  their  concurrence. 

The  house  according  to  the  joint  order  of  the  day  proceeded  by  joint  vote  with  the  senate  to  the  election 
of  a  brigadier-general  for  the  16th  brigade,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  general 
Klisha  Boyd  ;  thereupon  Mr.  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren  nominated  colonel  Joseph  Tulcy ,  Mr.  Worthing- 
ton nominated  major  Edmund  P.  Hunter;  Mr.  Kennedy  nominated  colonel  Josiah  W.  Ware;  and  Mr.  Byrd 
nominated  colonel  James  H.  Carson ;  and  the  senate  having  been  informed  thereof,  and  no  person  having  been 
added  to  the  nomination  in  that  house,  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows : 

For  Colonel  Tuleij — Messrs.  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Kyle,  Tolcr,  Fox,  Coleman,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  War- 
ren, Banks,  Michaux,  Griever,  Goodson  and  Walker — 11. 

For  Major  Hunter — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Cabell,  Stuart,  Mitchell,  M'Millan,  Flood, 
Cardwell,  Broadus,  Whitworth,  Roane,  Payne,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  M'Rae,  Worthington,  Reynolds, 
Fontaine,  Ewing,  Caldwell,  Goode,  Evans,  Chapman,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough.  Watts,  Ethcridge,  Yerby, 
M'Connell,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Roberts,  RatclifTe,  Crutchfield  and  Spotts— 37. 

For  Colond  Ware — Messrs.  Southall,  M'Cue,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Corbin,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Hale, 
Erskine,  Butts,  Gregory,  Kennedy,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tavloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Beard,  Ramey, 
Harrison,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Russell,  and  Stephen- 
son—22. 

For  Colonel  Carson— Messrs.  Carpenter,  LockridRp,  Hannah,  Thornburg,  Cox,  Craflbrd,  Powell,  Howell, 
Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Byrd,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of 
Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Lipecomb,  Clayton,  Wade  of  Montgomery 
and  Pulaski,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Alcshirc,  Hiner,  May,  Heath,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare, 
Ridley,  Fitfhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince  and  Stanger— 41. 
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For  Colonel  Samuel  Johnson — Mr.  Myers  of  Morgan — 1. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Worth ington,  Kennedy,  Byrd,  Crutchfield,  Banks, 
Keen,  Baker,  and  Tayloe  of  King  George  be  a  committee  to  act  jointly  with  a  committee  of  the  senate  to  as- 
certain the  state  of  the  joint  vote. 

Mr.  Bcrwbll  of  Clarke  and  Warren  from  ihe  joint  committee  reported  the  joint  vote  to  be  for  colonel 
Tuley  14 ;  major  Hunter  41 ;  colonel  Ware  27 ;  colonel  Carson  66  ;  scattering  1. 

There  being  no  election,  (and  colonel  Tuley  being  dropped  under  the  rule,)  the  vote  was  again  recorded  as 
follows : 

For  Major  Hunter — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Wood,  Cabell,  Stuart,  Mitchell,  M'Millan, 
Flood,  Toler,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Broadus,  Whitworth,  Roane,  Payne,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester, 
M'Rae,  Worthington,  Reynolds,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Caldwell,  Goode, 
Evan9,  Chapman,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  M'Conoell,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Roberts,  Ratclifle,  Dorroan, 
Crutchfield  and  Spotts — 42. 

For  Colonel  Ware — Messrs.  Southall,  M'Cue,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Fox,  Burwell  of 
Clarke  and  Warren,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Hale,  Erskinc,  Gregory,  Kennedy,  Tayloe  of  King  George, 
Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Michaux,  Robertson,  Leyburn  and  Wal- 
ker— 23. 

For  Colonel  Carson — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Lockridge,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Haskins, 
Kyle,  Thornburg,  Cox,  Crafford,  Powell,  Howell,  Wade  of  Franklin.  Baker,  Byrd,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Gray- 
sou,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of 
Wight,  Wright,  Lipscomb,  Clayton,  WTade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Ally n  of  Norfolk 
borough,  Fitzgerald,  Hidcn,  Alcshire,  Hincr,  May,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Sriipman,  Smith 
of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Ridley,  Fitzhugb,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Stephenson,  Goodson  and 
Stanger— 62. 

Mr.  Br rwhh  of  Clarke  and  Warren  from  the  joint  committee  reported  the  joint  vote  to  be  for  colonel  Ware 
30 ;  for  major  Hunter  47  ;  for  colonel  Carson  66. 

There  being  no  election,  (and  colonel  Ware  being  dropped  under  the  rule,)  the  vote  was  again  recorded  as 
follows : 

For  Major  Hunter — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart, 
Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  M'Millan,  Flood,  Toler,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Broadus, 
Whitworth,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  M'Rae,  Worthington,  Ken- 
nedy, Reynolds,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Lawson,  Beard,  Harrison,  Evans, 
Chapman,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Roberts,  Ratclifle,  Dorman,  Crutchfield  and 
Spotts— 49. 

For  Colonel  Carson — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Lockridge,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Haskins, 
Kyle,  Thornburg,  Fox,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Craflbrd,  Powell,  Howell,  Wade  of  Franklin, 
Baker,  Byrd,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen 
of  Hampshire,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George, 
Ramey,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Clayton,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pu- 
laski, Myers  of  Morgan,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Alcshire,  Hiner,  May,  Michaux,  Carroll 
of  Preston,  Heath,  Sturm,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare, 
Griever,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walker  and  Stanger — 66. 

Mr.  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren  from  the  joint  committee  reported  the  joint  vote  to  be  for  colonel  Car- 
son 83,  for  major  Hunter  6S,  scattering  1 ;  thereupon  colonel  James  H.  Carson  was  declared  duly  elected  a  briga- 
dier general  of  the  16th  brigade. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfield  so  much  of  the  resolution  as  requires  a  daily  recess  to  be  taken  at  half 
past  two  o'clock,  was  suspended  for  this  day. 

No.  199.  A  bill  directing  the  suspenson  of  surveys  with  the  amendment  thereto  submitted  by  Mr.  Crutch- 
fibld  on  yesterday,  was  taken  up  on  his  motion. 

The  said  amendment  is  the  following : 

M  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Board  of  public  works  be  and  are  hereby  required  to  suspend  making  or 
carrying  into  effect  any  subscription  on  the  part  of  the  state  to  internal  improvement  companies  authorized  by 
existing  acts,  provided  that  this  prohibition  shall  not  extend  to  those  companies  which  have  commenced  bona 
nde  the  actual  construction  of  their  respective  works.. 

"  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  appropriations  for  the  construction  of  roads  chargeable  by  law  upon  the 
c  treasury,  shall  be  and  the  same  are  nereby  suspended,  except  in  those  cases  where  the  work  shall  have 
actually  commenced  previously  to  the  passage  of  this  act." 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Goodson  to  amend  the  same  by  inserting  in  the  last  line  after  the  word  "  com- 
menced" the  words  "  or  the  money  actually  subscribed,"  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

63 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Scott  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows  : 

Avbs — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Lockridge,  Harwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers 
of  Berkeley,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Crafford,  Powell,  Marshall, 
Scott,  Alderson,  Howell,  King,  Erskine,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rac,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Worthington,  Rey- 
nolds, Fontaine,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Clayton,  Evans,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgo- 
mery and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  May,  Tallman,  Carroll 
of  Preston,  RatclifTe,  Sturm,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Lcyburn,  Dorman,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn, 
Griever,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walker  and  Stanger — GO. 

Noes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Fox,  Corbin,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke 
and  Warren,  Whitworth,  Roane,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Gucrrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson, 
Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  White,  Gregory,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Lipscomb,  Or- 
gain,  Banks,  Yerby,  Roberts,  Heath,  Ridley,  Crulchlicld,  Clarke  of  Surry,  and  Prince— 34. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  adopting  the  said  amendment  as  amended,  and  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bayly  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  M'Cue,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Hannah,  Jackson 
of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Craiford, 
Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Butts, 
Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  While,  Gregory,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine, 
Lipscomb,  Banks,  Chapman,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Yerby,  Hiden,  Hiner,  May,  Tallman,  Carroll  of 
Preston,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Griever,  Ridley,  Crutchfield,  Clarke  of  Surry, 
Prince,  Goodson,  Walker  and  Stanger — 5S. 

Noes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Carpenter,  Cabell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus, 
Roane,  Powell,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Baker,  Byrd,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Smith  of 
Isle  of  Wight,  Worthington,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Caldwell,  Clayton,  Evans,  Myers  of  Morgan, 
Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Fitzgerald,  Aleshire,  Roberts,  Heath,  Ratcliife,  Sturm,  Robertson  and  Stephenson— 36. 

The  said  bill  as  amended  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tayloe  of  Halifax  the  house  adjourned  until  Monday  ten  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  March  9,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  Mabch  7,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled, 

"An  act  concerning  the  securities  of  William  B.  Manning." 

No.  164.  An  engrossed  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  slaves  condemned  to  transportation  under  the  act 
concerning  the  circulation  of  incendiary  "publications,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  and  the  title  was  amended 
on  motion  of  Mr.  May  so  as  to  read  "  an  act  providing  for  the  payment  of  slaves  condemned  to  death  or  trans- 
portation." 

No.  173.  An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  sergeant  of  Williamsburg  to  appoint  a  deputy,  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed,  and  the  title  was  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson  by  adding  thereto  "and  empowering 
the  common  council  of  Richmond  to  elect  a  mayor  in  certain  cases." 

No.  189.  An  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  act  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  concerning  slaves,  free  ne- 
groes and  mulattoes,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  also  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  viz : 

No.  169.  A  bill  amending  the  charter  of  the  Appomattox  coal  mining  company. 

No.  170.  A  bill  to  authorize  a  ferry  from  the  lands  of  William  W.  Wenner  in  the  county  of  Loudoun,  across 
the  Potomac  river. 

No.  171.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Fallen  creek  manufacturing  company. 

No.  172.  A  bill  concerning  the  lien  of  judgments  and  limiting  proceedings  against  special  bail  in  certain  cases. 

No.  175.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  to  establish  the  Bank  of  Kanawha." 

No.  176.  A  bill  incorporating  the  trustees  of  the  Rockingham  academy,  in  the  town  of  Harrisonburg. 

No.  160.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Point  Pleasant,  in  the  county  of  Mason. 

No.  181.  A  bill  to  authorize  two  separate  elections  in  the  county  of  Prince  George. 

No.  182.  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  solemnization  of  marriages. 

No.  184.  A  bill  to  revive  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  authorizing  Johu  Whitakcr  to  erect  a  toll-bridge  across 
Peak  creek,  in  the  county  of  Wythe,  now  Pulaski." 

No.  1S5.  A  bill  to  revive  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  incorporating  the  Sweet  and  Blue  Sulphur  springs  turn- 
pike company. 
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No.  186.  A  bill  concerning  the  Newbem  and  Red  Sulphur  springs  turnpike  company. 
No.  187.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  incorporating  the  Buchanan,  Fincastle  and  Blacksburg 
turnpike  company." 

No.  190.  A  bill  for  the  support  and  education  of  poor  girls  within  this  commonwealth. 

No.  193.  A  bill  appointing  trustees  for  the  town  of  New  Market,  in  the  county  of  Shenandoah,  and  pre- 
scribing their  powers  and  duties. 

No.  194.  A  bill  to  regulate  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  suffrage  in  elections  of  trustees  for  the  town  of 
Portsmouth. 

No.  195.  A  bill  providing  for  the  payment  to  the  Woodstock,  Strasburg  and  New  Market  academies  in  the 
county  of  Shenandoah,  the  proportion  of  the  surplus  literary  fund  allotted  to  those  academies  by  the  school 
commissioners  of  the  county. 

No.  196.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Williamsport,  in  the  county  of  Harrison. 

No.  197.  A  bill  to  revive  the  act  incorporating  the  Hyco  falls  manufacturing  company. 

No.  198.  A  bill  concerning  Peter  Kremer. 

No.  200.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  a  road  from  Ice's  ferry 
on  Cheat  river  to  the  Pennsylvania  line." 

No.  203.  A  bill  concerning  the  New  Shenandoah  company. 

No.  203.  A  bill  changing  the  mode  of  appointing  inspectors  of  salt  in  the  county  of  Kanawha. 

No.  204.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  Bank  oi  Virginia  to  establish  an  agency  in  the  town  of  Scottsville. 

No.  205.  A  bill  amending  the  act  concerning  commissions  on  sales  made  under  decrees  in  chancery.  This 
title  was  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mat,  and  caused  to  read  "an  act  concerning  sales  under  decrees  of  courts 
and  the  fees  of  clerks,  and  dispensing  with  refunding  bonds  to  executors  and  administrators  in  certain  cases." 

No.  206.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Dupuy  and  Bryant  coal  mining  company,  in  the  county  of  Powhatan. 

No.  207.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Harris  creek  manufacturing  company," 
passed  February  1st,  1832. 

No.  208.  A  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  the  Buffaloe  Ridge  springs,  in  the  county  of  Nelson. 

No.  211.  A  bill  authorizing  the  ballast  master  at  Fredericksburg  to  appoint  assistants. 

No.  212.  A  bill  concerning  William  G.  Hall. 

No.  213.  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Holiday's  Cove  turnpike  company. 
No.  214.  A  bill  authorizing  Alexander  H.  Creel  to  establish  a  ferry  across  the  Ohio  river. 
No.  215.  A  bill  to  revive  the  act  to  incorporate  the  Stonewall  iron  manufacturing  company. 
No.  216.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Mootpelier  marble  company,  in  the  county  of  Orange. 
No.  217.  A  bill  concerning  Edward  H.  Womwell. 

No.  220.  A  bill  to  change  the  place  of  holding  a  separate  election  in  the  county  of  Nansemondj  and 

No.  221.  A  bill  to  revive  and  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  prescribing  the  mode  of  electing  trustees  for 

the  town  of  Covington,  in  the  county  of  Alleghany,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  bills  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were,  on  motions  severally  made,  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table : 

No.  218.  A  bill  concerning  Thomas  C.  Burwell  and  Octavius  A.  Harvey ;  and 

No.  272.  A  bill  providing  for  a  temporary  loan  to  meet  the  deBciency  in  the  treasury. 

No.  199.  An  engrossed  bdl  directing  the  suspension  of  surveys  was  read  a  third  time  ;  thereupon  a  clause 

by  way  of  ryder  thereto  was  submitted  by  Mr.  Roberts,  which  was  twice  read,  amended  on  motion  of  Mr. 

Smith  of  Russell,  and  as  amended  forthwith  engrossed  ;  and  the  question  being  put  upon  the  passage  of  the  said 

bill  and  ryder,  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cbutchfibld  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows  : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hannah, 
Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Fox,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke 
and  Warren,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Crafford,  Roane,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  King,  Smith  of 
Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Erskinc,  Butts,  Clark  of  Halifax,  M'Rae,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Wright,  Tay- 
loe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews 
and  Middlesex,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  Fitzgerald,  Hiner,  May,  Tunstall,  Keen, 
Micbaux,  Roberts,  Heath,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Griever,  Ridley,  Crutchfield,  Fitz- 
hugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walker  and  Stanger — 69. 

Noes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Stuart,  Hunter,  Thornburg,  Alderson,  Baker,  Byrd,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hamp- 
shire, Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Clayton,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pu- 
laski, Myers  of  Morgan,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Tallman,  Ratcliffe,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Quillen,  Conn  and  Bare — 27. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfield  the  title  was  amended  by  adding  thereto  the  words  "  and  tubscriptioiu  on 
the  part  of  thettate"  so  as  to  cause  it  to  read  "  an  act  directing  the  suspension  of  surveys  and  subscriptions  on 
the  part  of"  the  state." 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  bill  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 
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A  message  from  the  senate  by  Mr.  M'Ilhaney  : 

Mr.  Speaker — The  senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled,  "  an  act  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  pre- 
scribing the  mode  of  ascertaining  the  taxable  property  within  the  commonwealth  and  for  collecting  the  public 
revenue,"  with  amendments  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  this  house. 

No.  273.  A  bill  imposing  taxes  for  the  support  of  government,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dormax, 
amended  on  motions  severally  made,  and  as  amended  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  218.  An  engrossed  bill  concerning  Thomas  C  Burwell  and  Octavius  A.  Harvey,  was  taken  up  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Tayloe  of  King  George,  and  the  question  being  put  upon  the  passage  of  the  said  bill,  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  said  bill  be  rejected. 

On  motions  severally  made,  leave  of  absence  from  the  service  of  this  house  was  granted  to  Messrs.  Gibson, 
Powell,  Hannah  and  Snyder,  for  the  remainder  of  the  session  from  Friday  next. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Banks  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows  : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Wood,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Thornburg,  Tolcr,  Fox,  Coleman, 
Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  CrafFord,  Marshall,  Alderson,  Payne, 
Byrd,  King,  Erskine,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Seymour,  Armstrong,  Worthington,  Tayloe  of 
King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Harrison,  Orgain,  Evans,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Watts,  Elher- 
idge,  Yerby,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Hiner,  Keen,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Roberts,  Heath,  Dorman,  Ridley, 
CrutchSeld,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Stephenson  and  Walker— -49. 

Noes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Carpenter,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Jackson  of  Brax- 
ton and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Kyle,  Flood,  Roane,  Howell,  Hale,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Taylor  of  Halifax, 
M'Rae,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Beard,  Ramey,  Banks,  Taylor 
of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Aleshire,  May,  Ratcliffe,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Griever,  Fitz- 
hugh,  Good  son  and  Stanger — 39. 

On  motions  severally  made,  leave  of  absence  from  the  service  of  this  house  was  granted  for  the  remainder 
of  the  session  to  Messrs.  Alderson,  and  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  from  Saturday  next ;  to  Mr.  Baker 
from  to-morrow,  and  to  Mr.  Clayton  from  Thursday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gregory  the  house  adjourned. 


TUESDAY,  March  10,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  March  9,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bills,  entitled, 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  Sweet  springs  and  Salt  Sulphur  turnpike  company." 

"  An  act  concerning  Thomas  Bcasley  a  free  man  of  colour." 

"  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Tazewell  White  Sulphur  springs  turnpike  company." 

*'  An  act  concerning  the  water  works  of  the  city  of  Richmond." 

They  have  also  passed  the  bills,  entitled, 

"  An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  « an  act  concerning  general  elections  in  this  commonwealth "  and 
"  An  act  releasing  to  Susan  C.  Bott  and  Eliza  Niblo  the  commonwealth's  right  to  a  lot  in  the  town  of  Pe- 
tersburg," with  amendments,  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

The  said  amendments  to  the  last  bill  amended  were  severally  agreed  to,  and  the  clerk  was  ordered  to 
inform  the  senate  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seymour  the  said  bill,  entitled  "  an  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act  concerning 
general  elections  in  this  commonwealth,' "  with  the  said  amendments,  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  bill,  entitled  "an  act  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  prescribing  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the  taxa- 
ble property  within  the  commonwealth,  and  for  collecting  the  public  revenue,"  with  the  amendments  thereto 
proposed  by  the  senate  on  yesterday,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Crutchfield  from  the  committee  of  roads  and  intornal  navigation  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  274.  A  bill  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  the  Little  and  Big  Deep  creek  navigation  company,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  presented  the  follow- 
ing bills : 

No.  275.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Jefferson villc  in  the  county  of  Tazewell ;  and 

No.  276.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  owners  of  sheep  killed  by  dogs  to  maintain  an  action  of  trespass. 

Mr.  Goodson  from  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges  presented  the  following  bill: 

No.  277.  An  act  amending  the  charter  of  the  Abingdon  academy. 
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No.  192.  A  bill  concerning;  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail-road  company,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Woethtngton,  together  with  the  amendment  thereto  proposed  by  him  on  the  sixth  instant. 

And  the  said  amendment  being  agreed  to,  the  same  as  amended  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  273.  An  engrossed  bill  imposing  taxes  for  the  support  of  government  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

No.  272.  An  engrossed  bill  providing  for  a  temporary  loan  to  meet  the  deficiency  in  the  treasury,  was  taken 
up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfield,  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gregory  the  vote  upon  the  passage  of  said  bill  was  recorded  as  follows  : 

Ayss — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Durwcll  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers 
of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Tolcr,  Fox,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren, 
Broadus,  Wilsou,  Whitworth,  Craffbrd,  Konne,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Baker,  Byrd, 
Erskine,  White,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayioe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and 
Richmond,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Clayton,  Evans,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan, 
Watts,  Etberidge,  Yerby,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Shipman, 
Smith  of  Russell,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Crutchfield,  Spotts,  Goodson,  Walker  and  Stanger — 66. 

Noes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Cropper,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Has- 
kins,  Cox,  Powell,  Marshall,  Howell,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Bulls,  Taylor  of 
Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Seymour,  Smilh  of  Ise  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Worthing- 
ton,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Fitz- 
gerald, Hiden,  May,  Michaux,  Heath,  RatclifTe,  Snyder,  Quillen,  Ridley,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  and 
Prince — 43. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dorman  carry  the  said  bills  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  May  the  rule  of  the  house  providing  for  taking  a  daily  recess  and  prohibiting  the  intro- 
duction of  resolutions  or  petitions  until  after  the  recess  was  rescinded. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seymour,  Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  the  personal  repre- 
sentatives of  Adam  Bowyer  deceased,  to  execute  a  conveyance  to  Roger  Gun  for  certain  lands  situated  in  the 
of  Bath,  and  that  Messrs.  Seymour,  Lockridge,  Shipman,  Stuart,  Hiner  and  Erskine  prepare  the  same, 
motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Taylor  of  Matheics  and  Middlesex  that  the  house  adopt  the  following  re- 
.  solution : 

Resolved,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  ihc  Dragon  Swamp  company  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex. 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

No.  191.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Macon's  mill  and  Cold  Harbour  turnpike  company,  with  the  amendments 
thereto  proposed,  was  taken  up,  and  the  said  amendments  being  agreed  to,  the  said  bill,  as  amended,  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed. 

No.  223.  A  bill  making  further  provision  for  opening  a  certain  road  in  the  counties  of  Balh  and  Alleghany 
was  read  a  second  time ;  thereupon  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  the  farther  consideration  thereof 
was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Resolved,  That  said  bill  be  rejected. 

No.  226.  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Portsmouth  and  Roanoke  rail-road  company  was 
read  a  second  time,  amended  on  motions  severally  made ;  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfield  ihe  same  was  laid 
upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  : 

No.  222.  A  bill  to  establish  the  lown  of  Drancsville  in  the  county  of  Fairfax. 

No.  224.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Salem  and  Bent  mountain  turnpike  company. 

No.  225.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled,  "  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Hanover  and  Henrico  exploring  and 
mining  company ;"  and 

No.  227.  A  bill  incorporating  the  New  Market  and  BufFaloe  springs  turnpike  company. 

No.  257.  A  bill  concerning  the  public  armory  was  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hunter,  and  as  amended 
ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  262.  A  oill  lo  incorporate  a  company  to  erect  a  toll-bridge  across  James  river  at  Richmond,  was 
read  a  second  time ;  thereupon  on  motion  of  Mr.  M'Rae  the  farther  consideration  thereof  was  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

Resolved,  That  said  bill  be  rejected. 

No.  252.  A  bill  appropriating  the  public  revenue  was  taken  up,  read  a  second  time,  and  amended  on  mo- 
tions severally  made. 

The  said  bill  contained  the  following  clause  : 

"  To  pay  an  allowance  to  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  as  a  compensation  for  extra  services  in  revising, 
compiling  and  preparing  the  several  bills  in  relation  to  the  revenue  laws  and  other  subjects,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars." 

64 


Digitized  by  Google 


214 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES. 


A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith  of  lsk  of  Wight  to  amend  the  said  bill  by  striking  out  the  6aid  clause, 
and  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  the  vole  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows: 
Atks — Messrs. -Hannah,  Haskins,  Thornburg,  Fox,  Cox,  Powell,  Marshall,  Howell,  King,  Butts,  White, 
Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Worthington,  Tayloc  of  King  George,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middle- 
sex, Watts,  Hiden,  Hiner,  May,  Heath,  RaleliQe,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Gticvcr,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince  and 
Goodson— 29. 

Nobs — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Carpenter,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwcll 
of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Kyle,  Flood, 
Coleman,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whiiworth,  Crafford,  Roane,  Alderson, 
Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Seymour, 
Lee,  Armstrong,  M'llae,  Gregory,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Tayloc  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond, 
Beard,  Ramey,  Clayton,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pplaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Allyti  of  Norfolk  borough,  Ether- 
idge,  Ycrby,  Fitzgerald,  Aleshire,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Micliaux,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Leyburn, 
Dorman,  Conn,  Spotts  and  Stephenson — 63. 

The  said  bill  was  tlien  further  amended  on  motions  severally  made. 

The  said  bill  contained  the  following  clause : 

"  For  the  support  of  the  lunatic  hospital  at  Williamsburg  a  sum  equal  to  the  balance  remaining  after  de- 
ducting the  value  of  the  clothing  furnished  the  said  hospital  at  the  penitentiary  during  the  year  ending  the  thir- 
tieth of  September  last  from  the  sntn  of  sixteen  thousand  dollars." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gregory  to  amend  the  said  clause  by  striking  out  the  word  "  sixteen"  and  in- 
serting in  lieu  thereof  the  wortls  "  tuenty-seuen." 

The  question  was  divided,  and  the  word  "  sixteen"  was  stricken  from  the  clause. 

And  the  question  being  put  upon  inserting  "twenty-seven,"  was  determined  iu  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows: 

Aybs — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Carpenter,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Hunter,  Roane,  Smith  of  Glouces- 
ter, Gregory,  Worthington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Yerby,  Roberts  and  Robertson — 15. 

Noes — Messrs.  Cabell,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hannah,  Jackson  of 
Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thorttburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke 
and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Powell,  Scott,  Alderson,  Howell,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine, 
Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Smith  of  Isle 
of  Wight,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and 
Middlesex,  Clayton,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden, 
Aleshirc,  Hiner,  May,  Tunstnll,  Keen,  Tallman,  Micliaux,  Heath,  Ratclifle,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Conn, 
Griever,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Priuce,  Spotts,  Stephenson  and  Goodson — 72. 

The  blank  created  by  striking  out  the  word  "  sixteen"  was  then  filled  by  inserting  the  words  11  twenty-one," 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman,  and  the  said  bill  as  amended  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  finance  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  transfer- 
ring the  sum  of  8  3576  07  now  iu  the  treasury,  and  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  old  James  river  company,  into 
the  treasury. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cropper  the  house  adjourned. 


WEDNESDAY,  March  11,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk: 

IN  SENATE,  March  10,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled, 

"  An  act  authorizing  payment  for  certain  alterations  to  the  hall  of  the  house  of  delegates  and  to  the  interior 
of  the  capitol,"  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  bouse  of  delegates. 
The  said  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  clerk  was  ordered  to  inform  the  senate  thereof. 
Mr.  Seymour  according  to  order  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  27S.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  personal  representative  of  Adam  Bowyer  deceased,  to  convey  certain  land 
to  Il/iger  Gun,  which  was  subsequently  read  the  first  and  second  times  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  following  report  was  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  May  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table : 

The  joint  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  penitentiary  institution,  have  performed  that  duly,  and  re- 
spectfully submit  the  following  report : 

They  have  visited  the  institution  and  examined  it  with  much  care  and  minuteness.  The  interior  of  the 
buildings  exhibits  a  condition  alike  conducive  to  the  health  and  morals  of  the  prisoners.    The  cleanliness  of  the 
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cells,  the  good  order  of  the  hospital,  and  the  arrangement  and  discipline  observed  in  the  workshops,  afford 
abundant  proof  of  the  industry,  attention  and  good  management  of  the  officers  of  the  institution. 

The  committee  next  proceeded  to  examine  the  books,  both  at  the  penitentiary  and  at  the  store.  Tbey 
found  them  kept  in  a  neat,  clear  and  accurate  style,  with  their  various  items  supported  by  proper  vouchers,  and 
corresponding  in  the  aggregate  with  the  reports  of  the  superintendent  and  general  agent. 

The  manufacturing  operations  of  the  institution  have  been  rather  more  productive,  but  not  quite  so  large 
as  tbey  were  the  preceding  year.  This  diminution  in  quantity,  it  is  believed,  is  mainly  owing  to  the  fact,  that 
an  unusually  large  number  of  the  best  mechanics  were  discharged  during  the  year,  and  some  of  the  labour  has 
been  employed  in  the  enclosing  and  preparation  of  the  grounds  around  the  buildings,  in  conformity  with  an  act 
passed  by  the  last  general  assembly-  A  slight  depreciation  in  the  prices  of  some  manufactured  articles  has 
tended  in  a  small  degree  to  the  same  result.  In  consequence  of  the  diminution  in  the  quantity  of  manufactures, 
the  agent  has  not  effected  sales  to  so  large  an  amount  as  in  the  year  before,  but,  it  is  believed,  the  sales  have 
kept  pace  with  the  deliveries,  and  that  the  slock  on  band  at  this  lime  is  greatly  less  than  it  was  this  time  last  year. 

The  salutary  effects  of  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  concerning  the  penitentiary,"  passed  by  the  last  legisla- 
ture, whether  viewed  iu  regard  lo  the  health  of  the  convicts  or  the  economy  of  the  institution,  have  been  so  far 
fully  realized.  The  enclosures  authorized  by  that  act  are  now  in  progress,  and  when  completed  will  give  em- 
ployment to  a  species  of  labour  that  has  hitherto  been  almost  entirely  unproductive.  Transports,  invalids  and 
others  whose  term  of  service  is  too  short  to  enable  them  to  acquire  a  trade,  may  be  advantageously  engaged  in 
raising  vegetables  for  the  supply  of  the  institution.  Your  committee  would  respectfully  reiterate  the  suggestion 
made  oy  the  joint  committee  of  the  last  general  assembly,  in  regard  to  shortening  of  the  long  and  lengthening  of 
the  short  terms  of  punishment.  Such  an  alteration  of  tlic  criminal  law,  they  believe,  is  equally  demanded  by 
humanity,  economy  and  morality.  A  greater  part  of  those  returned  for  second  offences,  arc  such  as  have 
served  for  the  shortest  periods.  Thrown  upon  society,  covered  with  the  disgrace,  but  not  humbled  by  the  dura- 
tion of  their  penitential  punishment,  they  are  too  apt  to  prove  the  enemies  to  its  laws.  In  an  economical  point 
of  view,  their  labours  are  of  little  value,  for  the  time  for  their  discharge  generally  arrives  before  tbey  have  ac- 
quired any  useful  trade.  Of  those  sentenced  for  the  longest  periods,  but  few  survive  their  term  of  service.  In 
connection  with  ibis  subject,  the  committee  would  direct  your  attention  to  the  recommendation  of  the  superin- 
tendent, in  regard  to  the  congregation  of  discharged  convicts  about  Richmond  and  Manchester.  This  is  a  sub- 
ject which  urgently  demands  prompt  legislative  action.  Combinations  are  already  known  to  have  been  formed 
of  the  most  mischievous  and  criminal  character.  Unless  some  means  arc  provided  to, force  them  to  leave  the 
city  of  Richmond  when  discharged,  its  vicinity  may  not  unfrcquently  be  the  scene  of  highway  robberies.  It  often 
happens  that  they  leave  the  penitentiary  with"  the  most  vindictive  feelings  towards  its  officers.  A  proper  regard 
for  their  safety,  as  well  as  the  security  of  the  institution  itself,  requires  their  immediate  removal.  Legislation 
on  this  subject  is  rendered  the  more  necessary,  by  the  existence  on  our  statute  books  of  "an  act  to  prevent  the 
carrying  of  concealed  weapons."  This  law  gives  a  decided  advantage  to  the  lawless  over  the  law-loving  citi- 
zen. It  disarms  one  class  of  citizens  only  that  the  oiher  may  use  arms  with  the  greater  impunity.  Your  com- 
mittee would  suggest  the  repeal  of  that  law,  at  least  so  far  as  the  officers  of  the  penitentiary  are  concerned.  The 
committee  would  beg  leave  to  close  their  report  with  the  following  resolution : 

Retolted,  That  it  is  expedient  to  require  by  law  the  removal  of  discharged  convicts  from  the  city  of  Rich- 
mond and  the  counties  of  Chesterfield  and  Henrico. 

No.  209.  A  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Bedford  savings  bank  at  Liberty,  was  taken  up  on  motiou  of 
Mr.  B  uk  well  of  Bedford.,  read  a  second  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wig/a  the  farther  conside- 
ration thereof  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Retohed,  That  said  bill  be  rejected. 

The  following  report  was  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  May  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table  : 

The  joint  committee  of  tbe  senate  and  house  of  delegates  appointed  to  examine  the  public  armory  have 
performed  that  duty  and  present  the  following  report : 

For  a  detailed  report  of  the  arms,  accoutrements,  &c.,  tbe  committee  refer  to  the  report  of  the  late  super- 
intendent of  the  armory,  capt.  Blair  Boiling,  communicated  at  the  last  session  of  the  general  assembly,  and  for 
the  report  of  arms,  accoutrements,  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  received  and  issued  during  the  year  ending 
November  30th,  1S39,  they  refer  to  the  report  of  capt.  John  B.  Richardson,  the  present  superintendent,  com- 
municated at  the  present  session,  and  marked  document  No.  16. 

The  committee  caused  a  number  of  boxes  containing  arms  to  be  opened  and  examined,  and  found  the  arms 
generally  well  preserved  in  strong,  light  boxes.  They  found  also  the  whole  establishment  in  a  condition  entire- 
ly creditable  to  those  having  charge  of  it. 

The  committee  directed  their  attention  to  the  constant  and  alarming  dancer  of  fire,  and  the  wholly  inade- 
quate and  insufficient  provision  for  arresting  it,  in  case  it  should  break  out  in  the  building.  Independent  of  the 
great  value  and  cost  of  tbe  buildings,  it  is  estimated  that  the  public  properly  within  its  walls  is  worth  more  than 
a  million  of  dollars.  To  remove  the  arms  in  ease  of  fire  would  be  manifestly  impossible.  To  replace  them  in 
the  event  of  their  destruction  would  be  a  long  and  tedious  operation,  besides  burdening  the  commonwealth  with 
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an  expense  nearly  twice  as  great  as  its  revenue  collected  in  any  one  year.  To  avert  such  a  calamity  the  means 
provided  are  wholly  insufficient  and  unavailable.  They  mainly  consist  of  an  old  and  indifferent  engine,  a  small 
quantity  of  leading  hose  and  a  few  fire  buckets.  The  engine  being  entirely  destitute  of  suction  hose  cannot  be 
efficiently  used  since  the  canal  has  been  walled  up  in  front  of  die  armory.  The  fire  and  hose  companies  of  the 
city  and  the  city  fire  plugs  arc  too  remote  from  the  building  to  furnish  aid  as  promptly  as  it  might  be  required. 
The  committee  therefore  have  been  able  to  devise  no  plan  more  effective  and  economical  than  a  supply  of  wa- 
ter from  the  city  water  works,  conveyed  from  some  convenient  point,  by  pipes  to  the  area  within  the  armory 
buildings,  with  fire  plugs  at  suitable  points,  from  which  copious  streams  of  water  could  be  thrown  by  means  of 
leading  hose  upon  or  into  any  part  of  the  building  or  several  parts  at  once,  in  case  it  should  be  fired  in  several 
places  at  the  same  time.  The  common  hall  of  Richmond  have  granted  the  use  of  water  for  the  extinguishment 
of  fire  only,  reserving  the  right  to  tap  the  line  for  private  supplies.  By  a  survey  and  estimate  made  by  the  su- 
perintendent of  the  city  water  works,  and  communicated  at  the  last  session  of  the  general  assembly,  the  cost  of 
the  necessary  lines  of  pipe,  fire  plugs  and  fixtures,  would  be  seventeen  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

The  committee  recommend  an  appropriation  of  this  sum  for  the  aforesaid  object,  and  report  a  bill  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  attention  of  the  committee  was  also  directed  to  the  quarters  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  public 
guard,  which  were  found  to  be  very  contracted  and  uncomfortable.  The  quarters  of  the  captain  and  superin- 
tendent consist  of  two  rooms  of  moderate  size.  One  of  these  rooms  is  used  as  a  chamber  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  his  family,  the  other  must  serve  the  purpose  of  parlour,  dining  room  and  office.  This  serious  inconve- 
nience, the  committee  ascertained,  could  be  remedied  at  small  cost,  and  without  disturbing  the  present  arrange- 
ment of  the  building.  There  are  two  rooms  east  of  the  superintendent's  quarters,  from  which  the  arms  have 
been  removed  several  years  since  in  consequence  of  a  decay  of  the  floors,  and  an  apprehension  of  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  walls  to  sustain  their  weight.  They  are  not  now  required  for  the  storage  of  the  public  property. 
The  committee  therefore  recommend  that  they  be  suitably  fitted  up  and  added  to  the  quarters  of  the  super- 
intendent. 

The  quarters  of  the  soldiers  of  the  guard  are  defective,  mainly  from  the  decay  of  the  floors.  The  lower  floors 
of  the  east  wing  of  the  building  were  also  found  much  decayed.  True  economy  might  require  a  thorough  renewal 
of  the  floors  of  these  apartments ;  but  in  consequence  of  the  necessity  of  the  other  appropriations  recommend- 
ed, your  committee  recommend  that  a  supply  of  tools  and  materials  be  furnished  that  the  floors  may  be  tempo- 
rarily repaired. 

The  committee  found  a  breach  in  the  culvert  conveying  the  water  to  the  boring  mill  at  the  southwest 
end  of  the  buildiug  which  requires  repair,  and  they  recommend  that  the  governor  be  requested  to  have  said 
breach  repaired. 

The  committee  ascertained  that  the  repairs  to  the  roofs  of  the  building,  directed  by  an  act  passed  April  8th, 
1839,  had  been  made,  but  have  proved  insufficient,  leaking  having  again  commenced  in  several  places. 
The  committee  herewith  report  a  bill  in  conformity  with  the  recommendations  herein  contained. 

WM.  CARSON,  C.  C.  S. 

EDM'D.  P.  HUNTER,  C.  C.  H.  D. 
No.  228.  A  bill  incorporating  the  trustees  of  the  Blacksburg  female  academy ;  and 

No.  229.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Roanoke  circulating  library  company,  were  read  the  first  and  second  times 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  230.  A  bill  concerning  Edward  Chapman  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mat  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  231.  A  bill  to  provide  for  rebuilding  the  bridge  on  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road  across  Elk  creek  in 
the  county  of  Harrison  was  read  the  first  and  second  times  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  125.  A  bill  to  authorize  an  increase  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac 
rail-road  company  for  the  purpose  of  laying  down  an  iron  rail,  or  a  more  permanent  plate  rail  superstructure  on 
said  road,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  read  a  second  time,  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of 
hlc  of  Wight,  and  as  amended  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  232.  A  bill  providing  for  the  appointment  of  inspectors  of  plaster  of  paris,  was  laid  upon  the  table  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Bkoadis. 

No.  233.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  use  of  paint  in  putting  brand  marks  on  casks  of  flour  and  indian  meal,  was 
laid  upon  the  table  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mat. 

No.  234.  A  bill  concerning  the  return  and  trial  of  warrants  in  civil  cases,  was  laid  upon  the  table  on  motion 
«»f  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight. 

No.  235.  A  bill  to  change  the  lime  of  holding  the  fall  term  of  the  circuit  superior  court  of  the  county  of 
Goochland,  was  read  the  first  and  second  times,  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  BrnwELL  of  Clarke  and  Warren, 
and  as  amended  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  236.  A  bill  to  change  the  place  of  holding  a  separate  election  in  the  county  of  Augusta,  was  read  the 
first  and  second  times  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  237.  A  bill  to  authorize  a  scparale  election  in  each  of  the  counties  of  Rappahannock,  Halifax,  Fairfax, 
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and  Amherst,  was  read  the  first  and  second  times,  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clark  of  Halifax,  and  ordered 
to  be  i  ngrossed. 

No.  388.  A  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  will  of  Martin  Dawson  deceased,  was  laid  on  the 
table  <  n  motion  of  Mr.  Mat. 

No.  239.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Mercer  manufacturing  company  in  the  county  of  Loudoun,  was  read  the 
first  and  second  times  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  240.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  real  estate  of  Elias  Ely  deceased,  was  read  the  first  time,  and  the 
question  being  put  upon  reading  it  the  second  lime,  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Raoloed,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

No.  241.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  librarian  to  deliver  reports  of  the  court  of  appeals  to  the  judges,  was  read 
the  first  and  second  times  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  fallowing  bills  were  also  read  the  first  and  second  times  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed : 
No.  243.  A  bill  changing  the  time  for  holding  the  courts  in  the  county  of  Roanoke. 
No.  244.  A  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Norfolk  savings  institution. 
No.  246.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Clarksburg  savings  society. 

No.  246.  A  bill  to  extend  the  corporate  limits  of  the  town  of  Danville  in  the  county  of  Pittsylvania. 

No.  247.  A  bill  allowing  a  reward  for  killing  grey  foxes  in  the  county  of  Prince  William. 

No.  248.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Harrison  county  silk  and  agricultural  society. 

No.  249.  A  bill  concerning  lunatic  hospitals. 

No.  250.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Washington  academy  of  Amelia. 

No.  251.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  trustees  of  the  Abingdon  female  academy;  and 

No.  252.  A  bill  authorizing  Ebenezer  Eliason,  William  P.  Eliason,  and  Ebenezer  Eliason  jr.,  to  construct 
a  toll-bridge  across  the  Rapid  Ann  river  near  Bamelt's  ford. 

No.  253.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  Lexington  to  levy  taxes  for  the  improvement  of  the 
streets  of  said  town,  was  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor^  MaUunn  und  Middlesex,  and  as  amended  ordered 
to  be  engrossed. 

No.  254.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth  to  issue  notes  of  the  denomination  of  one  and 
two  dollars,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mat  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  255.  A  bill  authorizing  an  investment  in  lands  in  Missouri  for  the  benefit  of  John  H.  Markle  ;  and 

No.  258.  A  bill  regulating  notarial  fees,  were  read  the  first  and  second  times  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  261.  A  bill  to  grant  Uie  use  of  the  public  library  to  the  clerks  in  the  public  offices,  was  read  the  first 
and  second  times,  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tayloe  of  King  George,  and  as  amended  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  264.  A  bill  empowering  the  governor  to  authorize  the  erection  of  an  engine  house  on  the  southeast  cor- 
ner of  the  public  square,  was  read  the  first  and  second  times,  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  and  as 
amended  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  265.  A  bill  to  change  the  place  of  holding  a  separate  election  in  the  county  of  Botetourt. 

No.  266.  A  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  the  tavern  house  of  John  Mastin  in  the  county  of  Alle- 
ghany ;  and 

No.  267.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  to  issue  a  warrant  in  favour  of  William  D.  Wren, 
administrator  of  Robert  George  deceased,  in  pursuance  of  a  judgment  of  the  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and 
chancery  for  the  county  of  Henrico  and  city  of  Richmond  for  revolutionary  services,  were  read  twice  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed. 

No.  268.  A  bill  to  increase  the  number  of  directors  at  the  branch  banks  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley  in  Vir- 
ginia, was  read  the  first  time,  and  the  question  being  put  upon  reading  it  a  second  time,  was  determined  in  the 
negative. 

Resolved,  That  said  bill  be  rejected. 

No.  269.  A  bill  concerning  the  government  house. 

No.  270.  A  bill  concerning  the  taking  of  oysters  in  the  counties  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex. 
No.  271.  A  bill  concerning  Guy  D.  French  and  William  Chapman. 

No.  272.  A  bill  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  the  Little  and  Big  Deep  creek  navigation  company  and  for 
other  purposes. 

No.  276.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Jeffersonville  in  the  county  of  Tazewell ;  and 
No.  277.  A  bill  amending  the  charter  of  the  Abingdon  academy,  were  also  twice  read  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed. 

No.  275.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  owners  of  sheep  killed  by  dogs  to  maintain  an  action  of  trespass,  was  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Gregory  indefinitely  postponed. 
Resolved,  That  the  said  bill  be  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mitchell  the  rule  of  the  house  was  suspended,  and  the  vote  rejecting  the  bill, 
No.  240,  entitled  "  a  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  real  estate  of  Elias  Ely  deceased,"  was  reconsidered, 
and  the  same  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Mat  the  rule  of  the  house  was  suspended,  and  the  vote  concurring  with  the  resolution 
of  the  committee  for  courts  of  justice  rejecting  the  petition  of  Mary  Elliott  and  others,  was  reconsidered,  and 
the  said  resolution  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  Messrs.  May,  Lee,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell  and  Gregory, 
with  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  conformably  with  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 

The  following  report  was  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mbbbdith  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table: 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  first  auditor's  office,  have  performed  that  duty,  and  respectfully 
submit  the  following  report: 

The  committee  have  carefully  examined  the  books  and  papers  of  the  office,  and  6nd  that  the  books  are 
neatly  and  accurately  kept,  and  that  the  papers  nre  carefully  preserved ;  the  disbursements  and  vouchers  are 
found  to  correspond,  and  the  various  duties  of  the  office  are  faithfully  performed. 

Your  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  suggestion  heretofore  made,  that  a  more  commodious 
apartment  should  be  provided  for  the  accommodation  of  the  business  of  tbe  office,  or  that  a  separate  room  be 
furnished  for  the  reception  of  that  portion  of  the  papers,  consisting  chiefly  of  tbe  returns  of  the  commissioners 
of  the  revenue,  that  are  now  necessarily  exposed,  and  lying  on  the  tables  of  the  office,  for  tbe  want  of  space  to 
dispose  of  them  more  suitably.  These  papers  are  annually  accumulating,  and  if  it  be  important  to  preserve 
them,  some  arrangement  should  be  made  for  that  purpose. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  communications  from  the  president  and  secretary  of  tbe  James  river  and 
Kanawha  company,  transmitting  the  information  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  tbe  bouse  of  the  29th  ultimo, 
upon  sundry  points  connected  with  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  company,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clark  of  Halifax 
was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.    [Doc.  No.  66. J 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clark  of  Halifax,  Ordered,  That  leave  bo  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Levi 
A.  Blankenship,  and  that  Messrs.  Clark  of  Halifax,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Tunstall,  Hale,  and  Wade  of  Franklin, 
bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Dorm  an  from  the  committee  of  finance  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  279.  A  bill  transferring  a  sum  of  money  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  old  James  river  company,  to  tbe 
public  treasury. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LavBtmN  the  committee  of  schools  and  colleges  was  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  petition  of  the  Jefferson  and  Washington  societies  of  the  university  of  Virginia,  and  the  same  was  laid 
upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scott  the  house  adjourned. 


THURSDAY,  March  12,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  March  11,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bills,  entitled, 

"An  act  authorizing  the  sergeant  of  Williamsburg  to  appoint  a  deputy,  and  empowering  the  common 
council  of  Richmond  to  elect  a  mayor  in  certain  cases." 

"  An  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Point  Pleasant  in  the  county  of  Mason." 
"An  act  concerning  William  G.  Hall." 

"An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'an  act  incorporating  tbe  Buchanan,  Fincastle  and  Blacksburg  turn- 
pike company.' " 

"  An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Holiday's  Cove  turnpike  company." 
"An  act  to  revive  the  act,  entitled  'an  act  incorporating  the  Sweet  and  Blue  Sulphur  springs  turnpike 
company.' " 

"  An  act  concerning  the  Newbern  and  Red  Sulphur  springs  turnpike  company." 

"  An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  *  an  act  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  a  road  from  Ice's  ferry  on 
Cheat  river  to  the  Pennsylvania  line.'  " 

"An  act  appointing  trustees  for  the  town  of  New  Market,  in  the  county  of  Shenandoah,  and  prescribing 
their  powers  and  duties." 

"  An  act  to  authorize  a  ferry  from  the  lands  of  William  W.  Wenner,  in  tbe  county  of  Loudoun,  across  tbe 
Potomac  river." 

"  An  act  to  revive  the  act  incorporating  tbe  Hyco  falls  manufacturing  company." 

"  An  act  to  regulate  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  suffrage  in  elections  of  trustees  for  the  town  of  Portsmouth." 

"  An  act  concerning  the  New  Shenandoah  company." 

"  An  act  amending  the  charter  of  the  Appomattox  coal  mining  company." 

"  An  act  to  revive  the  act  to  incorporate  the  Stonewall  iron  manufacturing  company." 

"  An  act  to  authorize  two  separate  elections  in  the  county  of  Prince  George." 
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"  An  act  incorporatiog  tbe  Fallen  creek  manufacturing  company ;"  and 

M  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Dupuy  and  Bryant  coal  mining  company,  in  the  county  of  Powhatan." 

They  have  also  passed  the  bills,  entitled, 

"  An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  banks." 

"  An  act  to  incorporate  French's  hotel  company  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk  ;"  and 

"An  act  to  change  tbe  place  of  holding  a  separate  election  in  the  couniy  of  Nansemond,"  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  tbe  house  of  delegates. 

Tbe  said  first  bill  amended  was  passed  over  by  the  general  consent  of  the  house,  and  the  amendments  to 
the  remaining  bills  were  severally  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  inform  tbe  senate  thereof. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed : 

No.  192.  A  bill  concerning  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail-road  company. 

No.  191.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Macon's  mill  and  Cold  Harbour  turnpike  company. 

No.  222.  A  bill  to  establish  the  town  of  Dranesville,  in  the  county  of  Fairfax. 

No.  224.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Salem  and  Bent  mountain  turnpike  company. 

No.  225.  A  bill  to  amend  tbe  act,  entitled  "  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Hanover  and  Henrico  exploring  and 
mining  company. 

No.  227.  A  bill  incorporating  the  New  Market  and  Buflkloe  springs  turnpike  company. 
No.  257.  A  bill  concerning  the  public  armory. 

No.  228.  A  bill  incorporating  the  trustees  of  the  Blacksburg  female  academy. 
No.  229.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Roanoke  circulating  library  company. 
No.  236.  A  bill  to  change  tbe  place  of  holding  a  separate  election  in  the  county  of  Augusta. 
No.  237.  A  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  in  each  of  the  counties  of  Rappahannock,  Halifax,  Fairfax 
and  Amherst. 

No.  239.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Mercer  manufacturing  company,  in  tbe  county  of  Loudoun. 
No.  241.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  librarian  to  deliver  reports  ol  the  court  of  appeals  to  the  judges. 
No.  243.  A  bill  changing  the  time  for  holding  tbe  courts  in  the  county  of  Roanoke. 
No.  244.  A  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Norfolk  savings  institution. 
No.  245.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Clarksburg  savings  society. 

No.  246.  A  bill  to  extend  the  corporate  limits  of  the  town  of  Danville,  in  the  county  of  Pittsylvania. 

No.  247.  A  bill  allowing  a  reward  for  killing  grey  foxes  in  the  county  of  Prince  William  ;  and 

No.  248.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Harrison  county  silk  and  agricultural  society. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  bills  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

No.  125.  An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  an  increase  of  tbe  capital  stock  of  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg 
and  Potomac  rail-road  company  for  the  purpose  of  laying  down  iron  rails,  or  a  more  permanent  rail  plate  super- 
structure on  said  road,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfield  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  235.  An  engrossed  bill  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  fall  term  of  the  circuit  superior  court  of  the 
county  of  Goochland  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  and  the  tillo  was  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mat  by 
adding  thereto  "  and  to  suspend  (he  act  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  the  county  of  Jefferson." 

No.  231.  An  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  rebuilding  the  bridge  on  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road  across 
Elk  creek  in  the  county  of  Harrison,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yerby  the  vole  upon  the  passage  of  the  said  bill  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Aybs — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Carpenter,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Han- 
nah, Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Tbornburg,  Toler,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Scott,  Al- 
derson,  Howell,  Byrd,  King,  Erskine,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Wor- 
thington,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Clayton,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski, 
Myers  of  Morgan,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Keen,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Carroll 
of  Preston,  Sturm,  Robertson,  Dorman,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Crutchfield,  Spotts, 
Stephenson  and  Goodson— 66. 

Nobs — Messrs.  Bayly,  Cropper,  Soutball,  Wood,  Cabell,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Meredith,  Haskins, 
Kyle,  Flood,  Fox,  Corbin,  Cardwcll,  Cox,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Powell,  Payne,  Hale,  Smith  of  Glou- 
cester, Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  White,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight, 
Gregory,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tavloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lipscomb,  Orgain, 
Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Tunstall,  Roberts,  Heath, 
Ratcliffe,  Snyder,  Ridley,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Walker  and  Stanger— 62. 

No.  240.  An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  real  estate  of  Elias  Ely  deceased,  was  read  a  third 
time  ;  thereupon  a  ryder  thereto  was  submitted  by  Mr.  Mat,  which  was  twice  read  and  forthwith  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time,  and  the  bill  and  ryder  was  passed,  and  the  title  was  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mat  so  as  to 
read  "  an  act  to  authorize  the  sole  of  real  estate  of  Elias  Ely  and  of  George  Elliott  deceased." 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  bills  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 
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No.  249.  An  engrossed  bill  concerning  lunatic  hospitals  was  read  a  third  time,  and  tbe  question  being  put 
upon  its  passage  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cri/tchfield  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockndge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter, 
Hannah,  M'Millan,  T hornburg,  Craflbrd,  Scott,  Alderson,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Erskin  -.  Tay- 
lor of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Gregory,  Worthington, 
Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Ramey,  Evans,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski, 
Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Yerby,  Hiden,  Hiner,  May,  Keen,  Tallman,  Robeits,  Robertson,  Sny- 
der, Leyburn  and  Spoils— 46. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  Mitchell,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Mere- 
dith, Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wil- 
son, Whitworlh,  Roane,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale,  Byrd,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Lee,  Armstrong.  Smith  of  Isle 
of  Wight,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Beard,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mai  hews  and 
Middlesex,  Clayton,  Fitzgerald,  Aleshire,  Tunstall,  Micbaux,  Heath,  RalclifTe,  Sturm,  Sbipman,  Smith  of  Rus- 
sell, Quillen,  Bare,  Griever,  Crutchfield,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walker  and  Stan- 
ger — 67. 

Resolved,  That  said  bill  be  rejected. 

A  message  from  the  senate  by  Mr.  Atkinson  : 

Mr.  Speaker — The  senate  have  passed  bills,  entitled, 

"An  act  authorizing  the  confession  of  judgments  in  tbe  clerk's  office,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and 

"  An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  A.  Trent  deceased,  and  to  release  the  right  of  the  literary  fund 

in  certain  cases  to  forfeited  lands,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  request  tbe  concurrence  of  the  house  of 

delegates. 

No.  146.  The  bill,  entitled  "  an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  backs,"  with  the  amendments 
thereto  proposed  by  tbe  senate,  was  taken  up. 

The  first  amendment  was  on  the  question  put  thereupon  agreed  to. 

The  second  amendment  was  read.  The  first  section  of  the  said  bill  provided  that  so  much  of  any  act  as 
may  prohibit  the  banks  "  from  issuing  notes  for  sums  of  five  and  ten  dollars,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  sus- 
pended until  the  first  of  April  1841." 

The  senate  proposed  in  their  said  amendment  to  strike  out  the  words  "five  and,"  and  the  question  being  put 
thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tunstall  tbe  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Haskins,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Roane,  Powell,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Lee, 
Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Lipscomb,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Heath,  Ratclifie,  Quillen, 
Conn,  Baie  and  Prince — 20. 

Noes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford, 
Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Kyle,  Flood, 
Tbornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  CrafTord,  Marshall,  Scolt,  Aider- 
son,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Byrd,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson, 
Erskine,  Butts,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Gregory,  Worthington, 
Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing,  Beard,  Ramey,  Har- 
rison, Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Clayton,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of 
Morgan,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  Fitzgerald,  Hiner,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tall- 
man,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Roberts,  Sturm,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Shipman,  Smith  of 
Russell,  Griever,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Spolts,  Stephenson,  Goodson,  Walker  and  Stan- 
ger— 93. 

The  third,  fourth  and  fifth  amendments  were  severally  agreed  to. 
The  sixth  amendment  is  the  following: 

And  jnovided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  affect  the  right  of  any  person 
or  persons,  who  demanded  payment  prior  to  the  eleventh  day  of  December  last,  of  any  sum  due  him,  her  or 
tbem,  and  which  has  not  been  paid,  whether  such  demand  was  made  in  person,  or  in  writing,  of  the  president 
or  cashier  of  the  bank  at  which  such  sum  was  due,  whether  by  bill,  note  or  deposite :  And  provided  also,  That 
nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  exempt  any  bank  from  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  imposed  by  the 
act  of  eighteen  hundred  and  tbirty-scven  concerning  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth  in  any  case  in  which  the 
president  or  cashier  thereof  may  have  acknowledged  verbally  or  in  writing  any  such  demand,  and  the  failure  to 
pay  the  same  prior  to  the  said  eleventh  day  of  December  last. 

The  question  being  put  upon  agreeing  to  the  said  amendment  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Banks  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Aves — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Thornburg,  Powell,  Howell,  King,  Guerrant,  Butts, 
Taylor  of  Halifax,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Wright,  Lipscomb,  Banks,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of 
Morgan,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Shipman,  Conn,  Bare,  Prince  and  Stanger — 27. 
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Noes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Cropper,  Soulhall,  Wood,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Lockridge,  Burwellof  Bedford,  Mitchell, 
Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Card- 
well,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren.  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworlh,  Craflbrd,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson, 
Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Krskine,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen 
of  Hampshire,  White,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloeof  King 
George,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Kamey,  Harrison,  Taylor  of  Mathews 
and  Middlesex,  Clayton,  Evans,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Walts,  Etheridge,  Yerby,  Hiner,  Tunstall, 
Keen,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Venable,  Roberts,  Heath,  Ratclifle,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Smith  of  Russell,  Crutch- 
field,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Stephenson  and  Walker — 75. 

The  seventh  and  eighth  amendments  were  severally  agreed  to,  and  the  ninth  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  ninth  section  of  the  bill  is  the  following : 

"  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  act,  entitled,  *  an  act  to  stay  the  proceedings  on  executions  and  trust 
deeds  and  other  demands  in  cases  of  refusal  to  receive  bank  notes,'  passed  the  22d  day  of  June  1837,  shall  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  revived  and  re-enacted,  and  the  same  shall  continue  in  full  force  and  effect  until  the 
first  day  of  April  1S41 :  Provided,  That  nothing  in  the  said  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  any 
judgment  or  decree  against  any  of  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth." 

The  tenth  amendment  of  the  senate  proposed  to  strike  from  the  bill  the  said  section,  and  the  question  being 
put  thereupon  was  determined  in  tho  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fox  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows  : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Raskins,  Cox,  Powell,  King,  Smith  of 
Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine, 
Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Clayton,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of 
Morgan,  Fitzgerald,  Hiden,  Alcshire,  Hiner,  May,  Tunstall,  iieath,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn, 
Bare,  Crutchfield,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Walker  and  Stanger — 40. 

Noes — Messrs.  Cropper,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley, 
Hunter,  M'Millan,  Meredith,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Cardwcll,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and 
Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Craflbrd,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Alderson,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin, 
Byrd,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White,  M'Rae,  Gregory, 
Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Banks,  Watts, 
Etheridge,  Yerby,  Keen,  Michaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Smith  of  Russell, 
Griever,  Fitzhugh,  Stephenson  and  Goodson — 60. 

The  senate  proposed  by  their  eleventh  amendment  to  insert  before  the  commencing  clause  tho  following 
section : 

"  lie  it  further  enacted,  That  tho  banks  of  the  commonwealth  shall  not  receive  in  payment  or  on  deposite 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  April  next  the  bank  notes  of  any  bank  located  without  this  slate  of  a  denomina- 
tion below  ten  dollars." 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wokthington  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Aves — Messrs.  Carpenter,  M'Cue,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Hannah,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis, 
Meredith,  Haskins,  Thornburg,  Fox,  Corbin,  Cox,  Burwell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Roane,  Powell,  Howell, 
King,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  White, 
Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tayloeof  Lancaster  and  Rich- 
mond, Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Wnde  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Watts,  Hiden, 
Aleshire,  Hiner,  Michaux,  Venable,  Heath,  Ratclifle,  Snyder,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Crutchfield,  Clarke 
of  Surry,  Prince,  Stephenson  and  Stanger — 62. 

Noes — Messrs.  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Cardwcll,  Broadus,  Wilson, 
Craflbrd,  Scott,  Alderson,  Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Gibson,  Seymour,  M'Rae,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Reynolds, 
Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Yerby,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Roheits,  Robertson, 
Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Russell,  and  Walker — 35. 

The  twelfth  amendment  proposed  by  the  senate  was  agreed  to. 

The  thirteenth  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  fourteenth  amendment  was  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Venable,  and  as  amended  agreed  to  by  the 
house. 

The  fifteenth  amendment  was  also  agreed  to. 

The  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  amendments  were  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  inform  the  senate  thereof  and  request  their  concurrence  in  the  said  amendment  to 
their  fourteenth  amendment. 

Mr.  Robertson  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  executive  expenditures  presented  a  report. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Hunter  the  house  adjourned. 
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FRIDAY,  March  13,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  March  12,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bills,  entitled, 

"  An  act  providing  for  the  payment  to  the  Woodstock,  Strosburg  and  New  Market  academies  in  the  county 
of  Shenandoah,  the  proportion  of  the  surplus  literary  fund  allotted  to  those  academics  by  the  school  commis- 
sioners of  the  county." 

"  An  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Williamspbrt  in  the  county  of  Harrison." 

"  An  act  authorizing  Alexander  H.  Creel  toestnblish  a  ferry  across  the  Ohio  river." 

"  An  act  authorizing  the  ballast  master  at  Fredericksburg  to  appoint  assistants." 

"  An  act  to  revive  and  amend  (he  act,  entitled,  '  an  act  prescribing  the  mode  of  electing  trustees  for  the 
town  of  Covington  in  the  county  of  Alleghany  and  for  other  purposes.'  " 

"  An  act  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  the  Buffaloe  Ridge  springs  in  the  county  of  Nelson ;"  and 

"An  act  to  revive  the  act,  entitled,  *an  act  authorizing  John  Whilaker  to  erect  a  toll-bridge  across  Peak 
creek  in  the  county  of  Wythe,  now  Pulaski.'" 

They  have  also  passed  the  bills,  entitled, 

"An  act  concerning  snles  under  decrees  of  courts  and  the  fees  of  clerks,  and  dispensing  with  refunding 
bonds  to  executors  and  administrators  in  certain  cases." 

"An  act  incorporating  the  trustees  of  the  Rockingham  academy  in  the  town  of  Harrisonburg." 
"  An  act  for  the  support  and  education  of  poor  girls  within  this  commonwealth." 
"  An  act  providing  for  a  temporary  loan  to  meet  the  deficiency  in  the  treasury." 

M  An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled,  *  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Harris  creek  manufacturing  company,' "  passed 
February  1st,  1S32. 

"  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Montpelier  marble  company  in  the  county  of  Orange  ;"  and 
"  An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled,  *  an  act  for  the  better  organization  of  the  militia,'  "  with  amendments  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  bouse  of  delegates. 

And  they  have  agreed  to  a  resolution  requesting  the  house  of  delegates  to  make  the  necessary  appropria- 
tion to  defray  the  expense  of  fitting  up  the  apartments  now  used  by  the  court  of  appeals  and  general  court  for 
the  use  of  the  senate. 

The  said  bill,  entitled,  "an  act  providing  for  a  temporary  loan  to  meet  the  deficiency  in  the  treasury,"  with 
the  senate's  amendment  thereto,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfjeld  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  senate  to  the  other  bills  amended  were  severally  agreed  to,  and  the  clerk 
was  ordered  to  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

The  resolution  from  the  senate  is  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  house  of  delegates  be  requested  to  make  the  necessary  appropriation  to  defray  the  ex- 
pense of  fitting  up  the  apartments  now  used  by  the  court  of  appeals  and  general  court  for  the  use  of  the  senate. 

The  same  having  been  read,  on  motion  of  Mr.  May  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  Messrs.  May,  Dorman, 
Crutchfield,  Tunstall,  Robertson,  8  mith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  RatclifTe  and  Bayly. 

The  bill,  entitled,  "an  act  authorizing  the  confession  of  judgments  in  the  clerk's  office  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," with  the  amendment  thereto  proposed  by  the  senate,  was  taken  up,  and  the  said  amendment  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  clerk  was  ordered  to  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

The  bill,  entitled,  "  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  A.  Trent  deceased,  and  to  release  the  right 
of  the  literary  fund  in  certain  cases  to  forfeited  lands,"  with  the  amendments  thereto  proposed  by  the  senate,  was 
taken  up,  and  the  said  amendments  were  disagreed  to,  and  the  clerk  was  ordered  to  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

Mr.  Clark  of  Halifax  according  to  order  presented  a  bill, 

No.  280.  Entitled,  "  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Levi  A.  Blankenship,"  which  was  read  the  first  and  ordered  to 
be  Bead  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Ali.yn  of  Norfolk  borough  from  the  committee  on  trade  and  the  mechanic  arts  presented  a  report  upon 
the  memorial  of  the  committee  of  the  commercial  convention  at  Norfolk,  which  on  his  motion  was  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  presented  the  following  bill : 
No.  2SI.  A  bill  establishing  the  town  of  Bnothsville  in  the  county  of  Harrison. 

On  motions  severally  made,  Ordered,  That  leave  of  absence  from  the  service  of  this  house  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  session  be  granted  to  Mr.  LockridgQ  from  Tuesday  next,  to  Messrs.  Seymour,  Ridley  and  Quillen, 
from  to-morrow,  and  to  Mr.  Harrison  from  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  the  following  report  was  taken  up  and  read  as  follows  : 
The  committee  of  propositions  and  grievanc  es  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  an  order  of 
the  hustings  court  of  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  of  31st  December  1839,  requesting  the  mayor  of  said  borough  to 
communicate  with  the  delegate  of  said  borough  in  the  general  assembly,  and  request  him  to  endeavour  to  obtain 
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from  the  legislature  a  repeal  or  modification  of  so  much  of  the  act  establishing  the  Norfolk  borough  ferry  as  pro- 
hibits the  transportation  of  persons  other  than  residents  of  said  borough,  or  persons  coming  to,  or  going  from 
said  borough,  as  passengers  on  the  Portsmouth  and  Roanoke  rail-road,  together  with  several  documents  con- 
nected therewith,  to  them  referred  :  Whereupon, 

Resolced  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  repeal  or  modification,  in  said  instruction  sought,  be  rejected 
for  insufficiency  of  notice. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Alltn  of  Norfolk  to  amend  the  same  by  striking  therefrom  the  words  "be  re- 
jected for  insufficiency  of  notice,"  and  insertiug  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  is  reasonable;"  thereupon  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Hunter  the  farther  consideration  of  the  said  report  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

No.  226.  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Portsmouth  and  Roanoke  rail-road  company,  was 
taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfibld,  and  amended  on  bis  motion. 

A  further  amendment  was  thereto  submitted  by  Mr.  Allyn  of  Norfolk  as  an  additional  section,  and  was 
read  as  follows: 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  7th  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  to  authorize  a  ferry  from  the 
borough  of  Norfolk  to  the  corporation  wharf  in  the  town  of  Portsmouth,"  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  re- 
pealed ;  and  the  ferry  therein  mentioned  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  duty  as  the  Portsmouth  ferry  in  the  carry- 
ing of  persons  to  elections  and  courts  free  of  charge. 

The  question  being  put  upon  adopting  the  said  amendment  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borovgh  the  vote  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Aybs — Messrs.  Bayly,  Hannah,  Powell,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Butts,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Reynolds,  Wright, 
Fontaine,  Lipscomb,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Aleshire,  May,  Venable, 
Roberts,  RatclifTe,  Slurm,  Snyder,  Conn,  Ridley,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Goodson  and  Stanger — 24. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Soulhalf,  Carpenter,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridgc,  Burwell  of  Bed- 
ford, Mitchell,  Hunter,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Card  well,  Cox,  Burwell  of 
Clarke  and  Warren,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Craflbrd,  Roane,  Marshall,  Scott,  Howell,  Hale,  Wade  of 
Franklin,  King,  Guerrant,  Erskine,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Seymour,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Smith 
of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Ewing, 
Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Orgain,  Banks,  Clayton,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgnn,  Maa- 
sie,  Watts,  Elheridge,  Yerby,  Hiden,  Hiner,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Heath,  Robertson,  Leyburn, 
Dorman,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Griever,  Cru'chficld,  Fitzhugh,  Prince,  Spoils,  Stephenson  and  Walker — 76. 

The  said  bill  was  further  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Venable,  and  as  amended  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motions  severally  made,  leave  of  absence  from  the  service  of  this  house  was  granted  for  the  remainder 
of  the  session  to  Messrs.  Ewing,  Tallman  and  Carpenter  from  the  fifteenth  instant ;  and  to  Messrs.  Haskins  and 
Clarke  of  Surry  from  to-morrow. 

No.  271.  An  engrossed  bill  concerning  Guy  D.  French  and  William  Chapman,  was  read  a  third  lime,  and 
the  question  being  put  upon  its  passage,  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Goodson  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Arns — Messrs.  Bayly,  Cropper,  Carpenter,  Stuart,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hannah,  Fox,  Cardwell,  Wilson, 
Craflbrd,  Powell,  Alderson,  Howell,  King,  Guerrant,  Erskine,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax, 
M'Rae,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Orgain,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Massie,  Allyn 
of  Norfolk  borough,  Elheridge,  May,  Keen,  Michaux,  Venable,  Roberts,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Shipman,  Smith  of 
Russell,  Conn,  Crutchfield  and  Spotts — 39. 

Noes — Messrs.  Southall,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Hunter,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and 
Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Thornburg,  Whitworth,  Roane,  Wade  of  Frankliu,  Gibson,  Allen  of  Hamp- 
shire, Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Worthington,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King 
George,  Lawson,  Banks,  Clayton,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Waits,  Yerby,  Hideo, 
Aleshire,  Hiner,  Tunstall,  Tallman,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Ratclifle,  Slurm,  Robertson,  Clarke  of  Surry, 
Prince,  Stephenson,  Goodson  and  Stanger — 46. 

Resolved,  That  said  bill  be  rejected. 

No.  274.  An  engrossed  bill  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  the  Little  and  Big  Deep  creek  navigation  com- 
pany and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  a  third  time;  thereupon  the  following  ryder  was  submitted  as  an  addi- 
tional clause  thereto: 

Be  U  further  enacted,  That  the  further  time  of  three  years  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  be,  and  is 
hereby  allowed,  within  which  to  commence  the  turnpike  road,  authorized  to  be  constructed,  "from  the  plaster 
banks,  in  the  county  of  Smyth,  to  intersect  the  road  leading  from  Giles  courthouse  to  Newbern,  in  the  county  of 
Montgomery,  near  Thomss  Shannon's  in  Giles  county,"  by  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  incorporating  the  Walker's 
creek  turnpike  company,"  passed  April  the  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight. 

The  same  was  read  twice,  and  the  question  being  put  upon  ordering  the  same  to  be  engrossed,  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative.  < 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cropper  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows  : 
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Ayes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hannnh,  M'Millan,  Thornburg, 
Bunvell  of  Clarke  and  Warren,  Wilson,  Powell,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  Byrd,  King,  Erskine,  Gib- 
son, Allen  of  Hampshire,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Kae,  Worthington,  Reynolds,  Lawson,  Ramey,  Harri- 
son, Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Walts,  Eiheridge, 
Alesbire,  Hiner,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Roberts,  Sturm,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Shipman, 
Smith  of  Russell,  Conn,  Griever,  Spoils,  Stephenson,  Goodson  and  Stanger — 54. 

Noes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Cabell,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis, 
Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Broadus,  WhilWOrth,  Crafford,  Roane,  Hale,  Wade 
of  Franklin,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  White,  Smith  of  Isle 
of  Wight,  Gregory,  Wright,  Tayloc  of  King  George,  Tayloc  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Beard,  Lipscomb, 
Orgain.  Banks,  Clayton,  Yerby,  May,  Michaux,  Venable,  Heath,  Ratclifie,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Clarke  of 
Surry,  Prince  and  Walker— 47. 

The  said  ryder  was  forthwith  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  and  the  question  being  pul  upon  ihe  passage 
of  the  said  bill  and  ryder,  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  (notion  of  Mr.  Venable  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Cropper,  Southall,  Cabell,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Flood, 
Fox,  Broadus,  Whitworth,  Craltbrd,  Roane,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Bulls,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax, 
Smith  of  Isle  of  Wighi,  Gregory,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Lipscomb,  Orgain,  Banks,  Clayton,  Yerby, 
May,  Venable,  Heath,  Ratclifie,  Crutciilield,  Fitzhugh,  Prince  and  Walker— 34. 

Noes — Messrs.  Carpenter,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hannah, 
M'Millan,  Thornburg,  Cardwell,  Burwell  of  Clarke  aud  Warren,  Wilson,  Scott,  Alderson,  Payne,  Howell,  Hale, 
Wade  of  Franklin,  King,  Guerrant,  Erskine,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Seymour,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Reynolds, 
Lawson,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Mnssie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Etheridgc, 
Alesbire,  Hiner,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Sturm,  Robertson,  Snyder,  Dorman,  Shipman,  Smith  of 
Russell,  Conn,  Griever,  Stephenson,  Goodson  and  Stanger — 50. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  read  a  third  lime  and  passed: 

No.  278.  A  bill  to  authorize  tbe  personal  representative  of  Adam  Bowyer  deceased  to  convey  certain  lands 
to  Roger  Gum. 

No.  250.  A  bill  incorporating  the  Washington  academy  of  Amelia. 

No.  251.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  trustees  of  the  Abingdoa  female  academy. 

No.  252.  A  bill  authorizing  Ebenezer  Eliason,  William  P.  Eliason,  and  Ebenezer  Eliason,  jr.  to  construct 
a  toll-bridge  across  the  Rapid  Ann  river  near  Barnett's  ford. 

No.  253.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  Lexington  to  levy  taxes  for  tbe  improvement  of  the 
streets  of  said  town.  This  title  was  amended  so  as  to  read  "an  act  concerning  the  town  of  Lexington  and  the 
Dragon  Stntmp  canal." 

No.  255.  A  bill  authorizing  on  investment  in  lands  in  Missouri  for  the  benefit  of  John  H.  Marklc. 
No.  25S.  A  bill  regulating  notarial  fees. 

No.  261.  A  bill  to  grant  the  use  of  the  public  library  to  the  clerks  in  the  public  offices. 

No.  264.  A  bill  empowering  ihe  governor  lo  authorize  the  erection  of  an  engine  house  on  the  southeast 
corner  of  the  public  square.  This  title  was  amended  by  adding  iherelo  "  and  concerning  leasa  in  the  city  of  Rich- 
mond." 

No.  2G5.  A  bill  to  change  the  place  of  holding  a  separate  election  in  the  county  of  Botetourt.  This  title 
was  amended  by  adding  thereto  "and  one  in  the  county  q/'  Harrison." 

No  20G.  A  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  the  tavern  house  of  John  Mastin  in  the  county  of  Alle- 
ghany. 

No.  267.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  to  issue  a  warrant  in  favour  of  William  D. 
Wren,  administrator  of  Robert  George  deceased,  in  pursuance  of  a  judgment  of  the  circuit  superior  court  of 
law  and  chancery  for  the  county  of  Henrico  and  city  of  Richmond  for  revolutionary  services. 

No.  2(59.  A  bill  concerning  the  government  house. 

No.  270.  A  bill  concerning  the  taking  of  oysters  in  the  counties  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex. 
No.  27<>.  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Jeffersonvillc  in  the  county  of  Tazewell ;  and 
No.  277.  A  bill  amending  the  charter  of  the  Abingdon  academy. 

No.  125.  An  engrossed  bill  lo  authorize  an  increase  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg 
and  Potomac  rail-road  company  for  the  purpose  of  laying  down  iron  rails,  or  a  more  permanent  rail-plate  su- 
perstructure on  said  road,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfield  ;  thereupon  a  clause  by  way  of  ryder 
was  submitted  by  him,  which  was  twice  read  and  forthwith  engrossed,  and  the  said  bill  and  ryder  was  passed, 
and  thctille  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  May  so  as  to  read  "an  act  to  authorize  an  increase  of  the  capital  Hock  of 
the  Richmond,  Frrdericktlmrg  and  Potomac  rail-road  company,  and  for  other  purjfoses." 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  bills  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May,  Resolved  by  the  general  assembly.  That  the  executive  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  de- 
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livered  to  th«  clerks  of  the  several  county  and  corporation  courts  when  the  acts  of  the  present  session  are  dis- 
tributed, one  copy  of  the  statutes  at  large,  published  since  the  last  volume  of  Hening's  statutes  at  large,  to  be 
kept  in  the  said  clerks'  offices  with  the  other  statutes  at  large  and" for  the  same  purposes. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

No.  230.  A  bill  concerning  Edward  Chapman  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lawson  and  read  the  first 
time,  and  the  question  being  put  upon  reading  it  a  second  time,  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Itetoleed,  That  said  bill  be  rejected. 

No.  121.  A  bill,  entitled,  "  an  act  increasing  the  reward  for  apprehending  runaways  in  certain  cases  and 
for  other  purposes,"  together  with  the  amendments  thereto  proposed  by  the  senate,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Worthinoto.v,  and  the  first  amendment  being  amended  on  his  motion, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mat  the  house  adjourned. 


SATURDAY,  March  14,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  Makch  13,  1940. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bills,  entitled, 

"  An  act  to  authorize  the  librarian  to  deliver  reports  of  the  court  of  appeals  to  the  judges." 

'*  An  act  incorporating  the  Macon's  mill  and  Cold  Harbour  turnpike  company." 

"An  act  concerning  the  public  armory." 

"An  act  incorporating  the  Clarksburg  savings  society."  J 

"  An  act  to  extend  the  corporate  limits  of  the  town  of  Danville  in  the  county  of  Pittsylvania." 
"  An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  4  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Hanover  and  Henrico  exploring  and  mining 
company.' " 

"An  act  changing  the  time  for  holding  the  courts  in  the  county  of  Roanoke." 
"An  act  incorporating  the  trustees  of  the  Blacksburg  female  academy." 

"  An  act  to  authorize  a  separate  election  in  each  of  the  counties  of  Rappahannock,  Halifax,  Fairfax  and 
Amherst." 

"An  act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  fall  term  of  the  circuit  superior  court  of  the  county  of  Gooch- 
land, and  to  suspend  the  act  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  the  county  of 
Jefferson." 

"  An  act  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Norfolk  savings  institution." 

"  An  act  to  change  the  place  of  holding  a  separate  election  in  the  county  of  Augusta." 

"An  act  incorporating  the  New  Market  and  Buffalo  springs  turnpike  company." 

"An  act  incorporating  the  Roanoke  circulating  library  company  ;"  and 

"An  act  incorporating  the  Salem  and  Bent  mountain  turnpike  company." 

They  have  also  passed  the  bills,  entitled, 

"An  act  providing  for  the  payment  of  slaves  condemned  to  death  or  transportation." 
"An  act  to  provide  for  rebuilding  the  bridge  on  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road  across  Elk  creek  in  the 
county  of  Harrison." 

"  An  act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  real  estate  of  Elias  Ely  and  of  George  Elliott  deceased." 
"  An  act  concerning  the  draining  of  lands." 

"An  act  incorporating  the  Mercer  manufacturing  company  in  the  county  of  Loudoun." 
"  An  act  concerning  Peter  Kremer." 

"An  act  to  amend  the  act  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  concerning  slaves,  free  negroes  and 
mulattoes." 

"An  act  to  incorporate  the  Harrison  county  silk  and  agricultural  society;"  and 

"An  act  concerning  Edward  H.  Worn  well,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  house  of  delegates. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  an  act  concerning  the  draining  of  lands,"  with  the  amendments  thereto  proposed  by 
the  senate,  was  taken  up,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight  the  farther  consideration  thereof  was  in- 
definitely postponed. 

Resolved,  That  said  bill  be  rejected. 

The  said  bill,  entitled  "an  act  to  amend  the  act  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  concerning  slaves,  free 
negroes  and  mulattoes,"  with  the  said  amendments  proposed'by  the  senate,  was  taken  up,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
May  the  farther  consideration  thereof  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  of  King  George  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows : 
Ayes— Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Carpenter,  Mitchell,  Meredith,  Kyle,  Thornburg,  Toler,  Colc- 
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man,  Cardwell,  Cox,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whiiworih,  Craflord,  Scott,  Byrd,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Allen  of  Hnmp- 
gbire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Ewing,  Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex, 
Clayton,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hi- 
ncr,  May,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Venable,  Heath,  Sturm,  Snyder,  Leyhurn,  Dorman,  Shipman,  Smith  of  Russell, 
Quillen,  Conn,  Giiever,  Clarke  of  Surry,  Prince,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson  and  Stanger — 52. 

Nobs — Messrs.  Bayly,  Sotithall,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis, 
Haskins,  Flood,  Fox,  Roane,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Clark  oi"  Halifax,  M'Rac,  Gregory,  Worthington, 
Reyuolds,  Wright,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Barney,  Watts,  Etheiidge, 
Yerby,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Michaux  and  Robertson— 29. 

Resolved,  That  said  bill  be  rejected. 

The  said  amendments  proposed  by  the  senate  to  the  other  bills  were  severally  agreed  to,  and  the  clerk  was 
ordered  to  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

Mr.  May  according  to  order  presented  the  following  bill : 

No.  282.  A  bill  making  provision  for  removing  the  senate  chamber  to  the  first  story  of  the  capital. 

M  r.  Smith  of  hie  nf  Wight  from  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  presented  a  report  upon  the 
petitions  of  I.  A.  Goddin  and  others;  and  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Mercer  for  and  against  adding  a  part 
thereof  to  the  county  of  Tazewell. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  propositions  and  grievances  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  all  matters  and  things  to  them  referred,  and  upon  which  they  have 
not  acted. 

On  motions  severally  made,  Ordered,  That  leave  of  absence  from  the  service  of  this  house,  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  session,  be  granted  to  Messrs.  Worthington,  Gregory,  Wade  of  Montgomery  and  Pulaski,  and  Mar- 
shall from  to-day ;  to  Messrs.  Hunter,  Kennedy,  and  Etheridge  from  Monday,  and  to  Messrs.  Smith  of  Glouces- 
ter, and  Roberts  from  Tuesday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Venable  the  committee  on  banks  was  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia,  and  the  same  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hannah  leave  was  granted  to  withdraw  the  petitions  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Bote- 
tourt for  a  division  of  the  county,  and  for  leave  to  erect  a  dam  across  James  river  for  the  purpose  of  building 
a  mill. 

No.  90.  An  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company  was  taken  up  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Dorman  ;  thereupon  a  clause  by  way  of  ryder  thereto  was  submitted  by  him,  which  was  twice 
read  and  forthwith  engrossed,  and  the  said  bill  and  ryder  was  passed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dorman  carry  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman,  Resolved  by  the  general  assembly,  That  the  superintendent  of  public  buildings,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  executive,  carefully  examine,  and  cause  to  be  removed  from  the  attic  story  of  the  capitol, 
all  combustible  materials  except  books ;  and  take  such  other  precautions  as  may  be  necessary  to  guard  and  pro- 
tect the  same  from  fire. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tunstall  the  rule  of  the  house  was  suspended,  and  the  vote  rejecting  the  bill 

No.  230.  Concerning  Edward  Chapman  was  reconsidered,  and  the  said  bill  was  read  a  second  time ;  there- 
upon on  motion  of  Mr.  Gregory  the  farther  consideration  thereof  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gregory  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  Stuart,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and 
Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Kyle,  Toler,  Fox,  Cox,  Wilson,  Craflord,  Hale,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant, 
Butts,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Seymour,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Gregory,  Wright,  Tay- 
loe of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Harrison,  Lipscomb,  Orgaii!,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Clayton, 
Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  May,  Michaux,  Venable,  Roberts,  Heath,  Sturm,  Leyburn,  Dorman, 
Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Ridley,  Crulchfield,  Prince,  Spotts,  Stephenson,  Goodson  and  Stanger — 55. 

Noes — Messrs.  Soulhall,  Carpenter,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Mitchell,  Hunter,  Hannah,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Corbin, 
Coleman,  Cardwell,  Broadns,  Whitworth,  Scott,  Payne,  Howell,  King,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskinc,  Taylor  of 
Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Worthington,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ra- 
mey,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Massie,  Watts,  Hiner,  Tunstall,  Keen,  Ralclifle,  Robertson,  Snyder,  and  Smith  of  Rus- 

Resolred,  That  said  bill  be  rejected. 

The  bill  No.  14,  entitled  "an  act  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  prescribing  the  mode  of  ascertaining 
the  taxable  pmperty  within  the  commonwealth,  and  for  collecting  the  public  revenue,"  with  the  amendments 
thereto  proposed  by  ihe  senate,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson. 

The  said  amendments  were  read,  and  the  first,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  eleventh, 
twelfth,  thirteenth,  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  amendments  were  severally  disagreed  to. 

The  second,  third,  sixteenth,  seventeenth,  eighteenth,  niuclccmh,  twenty-ninth,  thirty-second,  thirty- 
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fourth,  thirly-fifth,  thirty-seventh,  thirty-eighth,  thirty-ninth,  forty-sixth,  fifty-fourth,  fifty-fifth,  fifty-sixth,  fifty- 
seventh,  fifty-eighth  and  fifty-ninth  amendments  were  severally  agreed  to. 

The  twentieth  amendment  being  under  consideration,  on  motion  of  Mr.  May  the  said  bill  and  amendments 
were  laid  upon  the  table,  and  the  said  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

No.  226.  An  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Portsmouth  and  Roanoke  rail-road 
company,  was  read  a  third  lime  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

No.  250.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Levi  A.  Blankenship,  was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  279.  A  bill  transferring  a  sum  of  money  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  old  James  river  company  to  the 
public  treasury,  was  read  the  first  and  second  times  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  281.  A  bill  establishing  the  town  of  Boolhsville,  in  the  county  of  Harrison,  was  also  read  the  first  and 
second  times  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

No.  121.  The  bill,  entitled  "  an  act  increasing  the  reward  for  apprehending  runaways  in  certain  cases,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  with  the  amendments  thereto  proposed  by  the  senate,  was  taken  up,  and  the  first  amend- 
ment as  amended  on  yesterday  was  disagreed  to,  and  the  remaining  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  the  clerk 
was  ordered  to  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

No.  282.  A  bill  making  provision  for  removing  the  senate  chamber  to  the  first  story  of  the  capitol,  was 
read  the  first  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfield  the  farther  consideration  thereof  was  indefinitely  post- 
poued. 

Jtetoiced,  That  said  bill  be  rejected. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Venabi.e  that  the  house  take  up  a  bill, 

No.  254.  To  authorize  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth  to  issue  notes  of  the  denomination  of  one  and  two 
dollars,  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon,  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows: 
Aves — Messrs.  Cropper,  Southall,  Cabell,  M'Cuc,  Stuart,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  Kyle, 
Flood,  Fox,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Broad  us,  Wilson,  Whitworlh,  Craflbrd,  Roane,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Erskine, 
Allen  of  Hampshire,  M'Rae,  Gregory,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Massie, 
Etheridge,  Ycrby,  May,  Tunstall,  FaiJman,  Vcnablc,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Crutchfield,  Fitzbugh,  Stephenson 
and  Walker — 41. 

Nobs — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Carpenter,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Thorn- 
burg,  Howell,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Gtierrant,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Lee,  Arm- 
strong, Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lipscomb,  Orgain, 
Banks,  Clayton,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Micbaux,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Sturm,  Sbipman, 
Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Griever,  Prince  and  Goodson — 38. 

The  said  bill  was  then  read  the  first  and  second  limes,  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  May,  and  as  amended 
ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Lie  of  Wight  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows: 

Ayes— Messrs.  Southall,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter,  M'Millan,  Kyle, 
Flood,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Broad  us,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Craflbrd,  Roane,  Carroll  of  Grayson, 
Erskine,  M'Rae,  Gregory,  Reynolds,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Beard,  Ra- 
mey, Harrison,  Massie,  Walts,  Etheridge,  Tunstall,  Tallman,  Michaux,  Venable,  Roberts,  Leyburn,  Crutchfield, 
Fitzbugh,  Stephenson,  Goodson  and  Walker — 43. 

Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Carpenter,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Haskins,  Thornburg, 
Cox,  Howell,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hamp- 
shire, Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Fontaine,  Ewing,  Lipscomb,  Ordain,  Banks,  Taylor 
of  Malhewsand  Middlesex,  Clayton,  Evans,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Ship- 
man,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bore,  Griever  and  Prince — 38. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hunter  the  house  adjourned. 


MONDAY,  March  16,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  March  14,  1840. 
The  senate  recede  from  their  second,  sixth,  thirteenth  and  seventeenth  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled, 
"an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  banks,"  to  which  the  house  of  delegates  disagreed.  They 
insist  on  their  ninth,  tenth  and  sixteenth  amendments  to  the  said  bill,  to  which  the  house  of  delegates  disagreed  ; 
and  have  agreed  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  house  of  delegates  to  their  14lh  amendment  to  the  said  bill. 
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They  have  passed  the  bills,  entitled, 

"An  act  incorporating  the  Washington  academy  of  Amelia." 

"  An  act  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company." 

"  An  act  to  authorize  the  personal  representatives  of  Adam  Bowyer  deceased,  to  convey  certain  lands  to 
Roger  Gum." 

**  An  act  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Abingdon  academy  ;"  and 

"  An  act  to  incorporate  the  trustees  of  the  Abingdon  female  academy." 

They  have  also  passed  the  bill,  entitled, 

"  An  act  empowering  the  governor  to  authorize  the  erection  of  an  engine  house  on  the  southeast  corner  of 
the  public  square,  and  concerning  leases  in  the  city  of  Richmond,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

They  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  providing  for  distributing  a  portion  of  the  statutes  at  large. 

The  said  amendments  proposed  by  the  senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "an  act  empowering  the  governor  to  au- 
thorize the  erection  of  an  engine  house  on  the  southeast  corner  of  the  public  square,  and  concerning  leases  io 
the  city  of  Richmond,"  were  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robebtson  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

The  said  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  banks," 
being  read, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southall,  Resolved,  That  a  free  conference  be  requested  with  the  senate  upon  their  ninth, 
tenth  and  sixteenth  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "an  act  concerning  the  banks,"  to  which  amendments  the 
house  of  delegates  disagreed,  and  on  which  the  senate  have  insisted. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Southall  carry  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Aleshire  the  rule  of  the  house  was  suspended,  and  the  vote  rejecting  the  bill, 

No.  2S2,  entitled  "a  bill  making  provision  for  removing  the  senate  chamber  to  the  first  story  of  the  capitol," 
was  reconsidered  ;  the  said  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfield  was  recommitted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ratcliffk,  Resolced  by  the  general  assembly,  That  the  governor  be  authorized  to  purchase 
five  hundred  feet  of  engine  hose,  and  fifty  fire-buckets  for  the  protection  of  the  public  property  against  fire,  and 
that  the  said  hose  and  buckets  be  placed  under  the  care  of  the  superintendent  of  public  edifices. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ratcuffb  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

No.  56.  A  bill  providing  for  the  arrest  and  detention  of  fugitives  from  justice  from  other  states,  was  taken 
up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hunter,  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Dorman  to  take  up, 

No.  62.  An  engrossed  bill  providing  for  the  reissue  of  certificates  of  state  stock  due  the  Bank  of  Virginia, 
and  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight  the  vote  upon  taking  up  the  said  bill  was  recorded  as  follows: 

Aves — Messrs.  Southall,  Cnbell,  M'Cue,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter, 
Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lew  is,  M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood,  Thomburg,  Fox,  Corbin,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitwortb,. 
Craflbnl,  Roane,  Payne,  Hale,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Gucrrant,  Erskine,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire, 
Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Hae,  Hamlet t,  Kennedy,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison, 
Orgain,  Evans,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Hiner,  May,  Keen,  Venable,  Robertson, 
Leyburn,  Dorman,  Shipman,  Griever,  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Spotts,  Goodson  and  Walker — 54. 

Noes — Messrs.  Meredith,  Howell,  King,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Reynolds, 
Wright,  Fontaine,  Lipscomb,  Banks,  Clayton,  Hiden,  Aieshire,  Michaux,  Heath,  Sturm,  Conn,  Bare,  Prince, 
Stephenson  and  Stangcr — 22. 

The  said  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight  ihe  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows: 

Ayes— Messrs.  Southall,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hun- 
ter, M'Millan,  Fox,  Corbin,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworth,  Crallbrd,  Scott,  Payne,  Hale,  Smith  of  Gloucester, 
Clark  of  Halifax,  M'Rae,  Hamlelt.  Kennedy,  Reynolds,  Beard,  Ramey,  Harrison,  Orgain,  Myers  of  Morgan, 
Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Hiner,  May,  Keen,  Venable,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Russell, 
.  Crutchfield,  Fitzhugh,  Spotts  and  Stephenson — 43. 

Noes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Thornburg,  Roane,  Howell,  King,  Guer- 
rant,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Tayloe 
of  King  George,  Fontaine,  Tavloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lipscomb,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and 
Middlesex.  Clayton,  Hiden,  Aieshire,  Michaux,  Heath,  Ratclifie,  Sturm,  Shipman,  Conn,  Bare,  Prince,  Good- 
son,  Walker  and  Stangcr — 35. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Southall  presented  the  following  report  and  correspondence,  which  on  his  motion  was  laid  upon  the 
table : 

The  joint  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  two  houses  of  the  general  assembly  to  announce  to 
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Thomas  W.  Gilmer  esq.  his  election  to  the  office  of  governor  or  chief  magistrate  of  the  commonwealth  of  Vir- 
ginia for  three  years  from  and  after  the  31st  day  of  March  1840,  have  according  to  order  discharged  the  duty 
assigned  them,  and  herewith  report  the  correspondence  upon  that  suhject,  marked  A.  and  B. 

(A.) 

RICHMOND,  Mabch  14,  1340. 

To  Thomas  W.  Gilmer,  Esq. 

SIR— It  has  heen  made  our  duty  as  a  committee  appointed  jointly  by  the 
two  houses  of  the  general  assembly  to  announce  to  you  that  you  have  been  duly  elected  as  governor  or  chief 
magistrate  of  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia  for  three  years  from  the  31st  instant. 

We  lake  great  pleasure  in  congratulating  you  oti  your  elevation  to  this  high  and  honourable  trust,  being  sa- 
tisfied that  you  will  faithfully  and  diligently  watch  over  and  protect  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  state,  and 
that  you  will  bring  into  the  administration  of  its  afTairs  a  sincere  devotion  to  the  good  old  republican  principles 
that  have  characterised  the  executive  department  of  the  government. 

With  due  consideration,  we  are  your  most  obedient  servants, 

CH.  COCKE,  Chairman  Committee  of  Senate. 

V.  W.  SOUTH  ALL,  Chairman  Committee  of  Route  of  Delegates. 

(B.)  , 

March  14,  1840. 

Gentlemen — I  have  received  your  communication  of  this  date,  announcing  on  behalf  of  the  general  as- 
sembly my  election  as  chief  magistrate  of  Virginia.  I  beg,  gentlemen,  that  you  will  accept  my  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  favourable  anticipations  which  you  have  so  kindly  expressed  on  this  occasion,  and  that  you  will 
bear  to  the  general  assembly  and  to  the  people  of  our  slate  the  assurance  of  my  entire  devotion  to  their  welfare. 
I  shall  be  happy  if  an  energetic  application  to  the  practical  permanent  interests  of  the  whole  commonwealth, 
and  a  filial  reverence  for  its  ancient  fame,  can  render  me  in  any  respect  worthy  of  a  station  which  no  man  is  at 
liberty  either  to  seek  or  to  decline. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  every  consideration  of  esteem,  Sec.  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  W.  GILMER. 

To  Charles  Cocke,  Esq.  Chairman  of  the  Committee 

on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and 
V.  W.  Southall,  Esq.  Chairman  of  the  Committee 

of  Uie  House  of  Delegate*. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ratcliffe  that  the  house  adopt  the  following  resolution  : 
Resolved,  That  the  member  from  Washington  be  excused  from  further  service  on  this  house  from  and  after 
Tuesday  the  17th  instant. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Crutchfield  to  amend  the  same  by  inserting  after  the  word  "  Washington" 
and  Messrs.  Tunstall,  Durwell  of  Bedford,  Bayly  and  Watts.  Thereupon  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mat  the  said  resolution 
and  amendment  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

No.  144.  An  engrossed  bill  increasing  the  tolls  of  the  Petersburg  rail-road  company,  was  taken  up  and 
read  a  third  time  ;  thereupon  a  clause  by  way  of  ryder  thereto  was  submitted  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight, 
which  was  twice  read  and  forthwith  engrossed,  and  the  question  being  put  upon  the  passage  of  ihe  6aid  bill  and 
ryder,  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vbnable  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Bayly,  Cropper,  M'Cuc,  Stuart,  Lockndge,  Burwell  of  Bedford,  Myers 
of  Berkeley,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  M'Millan,  Fox,  Broadus,  Whitworth,  Roane,  Scott,  Payne,  Howell, 
Hale,  Wade  of  Franklin,  King,  Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  M'Rae, 
Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloc  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Harri- 
son, Orgain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Evans,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough, 
Watts,  Yerby,  Hiden,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  May,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Shipman,  Crutchfield, 
Spolts,  Stephenson,  Goodson  and  Walker — 53. 

Noes — Messrs.  Southall,  Cabell,  Meredith,  Flood,  Thornburg,  Coleman,  Cnrdwell,  Wilson,  CrafTord,  Ers- 
kine,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Hamlctt,  Kennedy,  Wright,  Lipscomb,  Clayton,  Tunstall,  Keen, 
Michaux,  Venablc,  Heath,  Sturm,  Smith  of  Russell,  Quillcn,  Grievcr,  Fitzbugn,  Prince  and  Stangcr — 30. 

The  title  of  the  bill  was  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  May,  and  as  amended  agreed  to  as  follows :  "  An  act 
increasing  the  tolls  of  the  Petersburg,  Greensville  and  Portsmouth  and  Roanoke  rail-road  companies.'1 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  May  carry  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Grievbr  presented  a  petition  of  the  citizens  of  the  county  of  Smyth,  praying  a  rescission  of  that  part 
of  a  resolution  relating  to  the  northern  terminus  of  the  road  from  Marion  to  the  plaster  banks,  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 
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Mr.  Cardwell  from  the  committee  on  enrolled  bills  reported  that  they  had  examined  sundry  other 
bills,  and  found  them  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  for  further  examination. 
The  following  engrossed  bills  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed : 

No.  254.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth  to  issue  notes  of  the  denomination  of  one  and 
two  dollars. 

No.  279.  A  bill  transferring  a  sum  of  money  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  old  James  river  company  to  the 
public  treasury. 

No.  2S0.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Levi  A.  Blankenship. 

No.  2S1.  A  bill  establishing  the  town  of  fioothsville,  in  the  county  of  Harrison. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  said  hills  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

The  following  report  was  read  and  laid  upon  the  table : 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  executive  expenditures  for  the  past  fiscal  year,  have  according  to  or- 
der performed  that  duty,  and  respectfully  submit  the  following  report : 

They  have  examined,  item  by  item,  the  various  expenditures  authorized  by  the  executive  department,  and 
find  them  such  as  are  usual  and  proper,  and  sustained  by  satisfactory  vouchers. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  expenditure  is  -  10,183  47 

Amount  of  appropriation  to  civil  contingent  fund,  by  act  of  5th  April  1839,  -       15,000  00 

Leaving  a  balance  of  $4,814  53 

List  of  Warrants  drawn  on  the  contingent  fund  /or  the  year  ending  the  firtt  of  October  1839. 

1838,  Oct'r  2— John  A.  King,  for  lightwood  for  auditor's  office,     -                -                -  3  00 

4 — Richard  Mathews,  for  cleaning  treasury  and  land  offices,         -                -  15  00 

6 — Banks  Wade,  for  lightwood  for  executive,            -                -                -  1  50 

Tobias  Sampson,  for  cleaning  public  privy,          -                -                ■  6  00 

6 — Joseph  Danforlh,  for  attendance  of  servant  on  public  offices,    -                -  27  50 

William  Gardner,  for  sweeping  public  parts  of  capitol,           -              ,  -  12  50 

8 — R.  H.  Jenkins,  table  cover  for  auditor's  office,      -               -               -  1  00 

10 — John  Warrock,  sundry  bound  copies  journal  of  senate,           -                -  24  00 

20 —  F.  F.  Mayo,  books  for  treasury  office,  -  -  -  6  00 
23 — Editors  of  Richmond  Whig,  advertising  for  executive,  -  -  6  12 
30 — A.  W.  Nolting,  quills  for  auditor's  and  treasury  offices,            -                -  17  60 

G.  Dclarue,  repairing  screw-press  for  keeper  of  the  seals,        -                -  5  00 

Nov'r  3 — William  Charters,  for  a  book  press  for  treasury  office,            -               -  25  00 

6 —  John  Ford,  for  travelling  to  Spottsylvania  and  returning  with  a  convict,      -  16  60 
13 — Jos.  Danforlh.  for  sundry  contingent  expenses  for  putting  up  coal  &c          -  12  78 

21 —  Thompson  &  Newman,  for  sundry  repairs  public  buildings,  -  -  16  20 
23 — Editors  Richmond  Whig,  advertising  for  executive,  -  -  6  00 
2G — Ranks  Wade,  lightwood  for  executive,  -  -  -  1  60 
27 — L.  8.  Beck  &  John  Dewoney,  services  rendered  and  expenses  incurred  in  arrest  of 

fugitives,               -                -                -                -                -  34  64 

Dec'r    1 — John  S.  Caldwell,  for  himself  and  guards  for  do.    do.             -                -  86  07 

7 —  John  Caphart  and  others  for  do.     do.                 ...  ogi  09 
10 — Black  Heath  company,  coal  for  executive,           ...  325  00 

19 —  Richard  Mathews,  putting  away  coal  for  treasury  office,          -                 -  2  00 
William  Fields,  making  fires  &c.  for  keeper  of  rolls,               -                -  10  00 

20 —  Banks  Wade,  lightwood  for  land  and  treasury  offices,             -                -  6  00 

22 —  Blair  Boiling,  expenses  incurred  by  him  for  commonwealth,  -  -  8  70 
27 — Charles  H.  Hyde,  coroner,  holding  inquest  in  penitentiary,  -  -  5  00 
29 — John  A.  King,  lightwood  for  public  offices,           -                -                -  4  50 

1839,  Jan'y    2 — Jos.  Jackson,  for  expenses  incurred  on  a  visit  to  Williamsburg  to  examine  records 

William  and  Mary  college,        -                -                -                -  12  00 

3 —  Richard  D.  Sanxay,  stationary  for  public  offices,                   -                -  69  76 

4 —  C.  W.  M'Ginness,  glazing  at  capitol  &c.               -                 -                 -  8  87 
Richard  Mathews,  cleaning  land  and  treasury  offices,              -                -  15  87 

6 —  Gay  &■  Beniley,  carpeting  for  hall  of  delegates  &c.                 -                 -  392  70 

7 —  J.  W.  Randolph  &  Co.,  stationary  for  executive  and  register,    -                 -  81  60 

8—  J.  M.  Button,  for  amount  of  draft  on  him  for  chairs  furnished  by  George  W.  Donne 

for  council  chamber,                 -                -                -                -  150  00 
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1S39,  Jan'y    9 — H.  Probsl,  lime  for  armory,             -               -               -               -  3  16 

Blair  Boiling,  for  making  carpeting  for  delegates  hall,            -               -  12  20 

T.  Sampson,  cleaning  public  privy,    -                -                -                -  6  00 

10 —  C.  J.  Richards  Sc  Co.,  coal  scoops  for  executive,    -               -               -  13  00 

11 —  William  Mitchell  jr.,  repairing  clock  at  armory,  -  -  -  6  00 
J.  W.  Randolph  &  Co.,  stationary  for  treasury  office,              -                -  4  38 

12 —  W.  D.  Blair,  stationary  for  auditor's  office,  -  -  -  2  60 
Jos.  Danforth,  attendance  of  servant  on  public  offices  &c.        -                -  39  06 

18 —  Robert  Nott,  painting  &c.  done  at  the  capitol,       ...  114  50 

19 —  F.  J.  Barnes  &  Co.,  repairs  to  capitol  &c.  -  -  -  87  30 
Samuel  and  John  Freeman,  for  repairing  walls  of  capitol,  -  -  40  00 
William  Gardner,  sweeping  public  parts  of  capitol,               -               -  12  50 

22 —  George  Sharp,  repairing  grate  in  library,  -  -  -  7  75 
J.  and  S.  Cosby  &  Co.,  commissions  on  sales  convict  slaves,    •               -  145  00 

28 —  Bailie  and  Gallaher,  printing  for  land-office,         -                -                -  3  60 
Feb'y  2— J.  Hallowell,  for  brushes  Sec.  for  public  offices,      -                -                -  6  70 

7 — B.  Boiling,  curtains  for  committee  room  See.         -               -               -  5  16 

13 —  B.  W.  Green,  coal  for  public  offices,                   ...  200  00 

15 —  F.  Johnston,  clerk  circuit  court  of  Roanoke,  for  copy  of  revised  code  and  supple- 

ment for  use  of  court,               -               -               -               -  14  50 

29 —  John  Lester,  freight  from  Washington  for  executive,               -                -  10  06 
March  2 — Jos.  Danforth,  putting  away  coal  for  land-office,    -               -               -  1  25 

4 — William  Booth,  cushions  for  hall  of  delegates  Sec.                   -                 -  336  66 

6 —  John  A.  Eacho,  going  to  Accomack  for  reprieved  convict  &c.   -               -  63  75 

7 —  Smith  &  Palmer,  stationary  for  council  of  state,    -               -               -  1100 
Thomas  Gordon,  going  to  Norfolk  for  reprieved  convict  &c.      -                -  40  40 

9 — Fisher  &  Shclton,  coal  for  general  assembly,         -                -                »  36  00 

16 —  Elias  Guy,  reward  for  arrest  of  fugitive,             ...  100  00 
B.  Peyton,  adjutant-general,  expenses  to  and  from  Washington  under  order  of  exe- 
cutive,                 -                -                -                -                -  49  76 

20 —  Joseph  Levy,  steel  pens  for  public  offices,  -  -  -  7  00 
25 — J.  A.  King,  lightwood  for  public  offices,               -                -                -  15  00 

John  Ford,  going  to  Prince  William  for  reprieved  slaves  &c.    -                -  35  01 

29 — Ellis  &  Shell,  sash-door  &c.  for  treasury  office,     -               -               -  10  00 

Thomas  Gordon,  going  to  Jefferson  for  reprieved  slave  Sec.      -                -  65  00 

April  2 — T.  C.  Rice,  cleaning  and  fixing  stoves  in  capitol,    -                -                -  20  00 

6— -Richard  Mathews,  cleaning  treasury  and  land  offices,             -                -  15  00 

10 —  Thomas  E.  Broughton,  for  executive's  subscription  to  Norfolk  Herald,        -  8  00 

11 —  Barton  Smoot,  going  to  Augusta  for  reprieved  slave  &c.  -  -  44  73 
13 — Jos.  Danforth,  cleaning  by  servant  public  offices,  -  -  15  25 
16 — W.  W.  Hanson,  going  to  Mississippi  and  returning  to  Virginia  with  fugitive  from 

justice,                   -                 -                 -                 -  432  50 

16 — C.  J.  Richards  &  Co.  shovel  &c.  for  library  room,                  -                -  4  76 

Mountjny  &  Lyon,  repairs  to  portico  of  capitol,     -                -                -  15  00 

Christian  Miller,  reward  for  apprehending  a  fugitive,               -                 -  100  00 

23 —  Jos.  Danforth,  cleaning  library  room  &c.  -  -  -  23  14 
29 — William  Gardner,  sweeping  public  parts  of  capitol,                 -                 -  12  60 

Hale  &  Hallnck,  executive's  subscription  to  Journal  of  Commerce  &c.        -  10  00 

May    17 — John  Ford,  going  to  Spottsylvaoia  for  reprieved  slave  &c.        -                -  18  25 

20 — Shockoe  manufacturing  company,  repairing  armory  pump,        -                -  6  00 

Ro.  Hague  &c,  for  conducting  fugitives  from  Pennsylvania  to  jail  of  Ohio  county,  41  28 

25 — Richmond  Compiler,  for  executive  subscription,                      -                -  16  00 

I.  A.  Goddin,  repairs  lo  public  buildings  &c.         -                 -                -  41  36 

27 — Steele  &  Thweat,  executive  subscription  10  Georgia  Journal,  from  1821  to  1,839,  71  66 

29 —  James  M.  Coakley,  expenses  &c.  in  arrest  and  removal  of  a  criminal  from  Ohio  to 

Virginia,                 .....  150  00 

30 —  Bailie  &  Gallaher,  printing  for  land  office,            -                -                -  3  00 

31—  J.  W.  Randolph  &  Co.,  stationery  for  land  office,                    -                 -  29  75 
June      8 — Jessee  Williams,  repairing  stone  wall  on  public  square,            -                 -  38  50 

11 —  Thomas  P.  Builer,  repairing  roof  of  armory,        •                 -                 -  86  12 

12—  Blair  Boiling,  for  sundry  articles  purchased*  by  him  for  public,                    -  8  20 
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1839,  June  12 — Thomas  Gordon,  going  to  Buckingham  for  reprieved  slave,  &c,                -  26  06 

15 —  H.  Gibson,  clerk  federal  court,  for  a  copy  of  speaker  Robinson's  account  with 

William  and  Mary  college,       -               -               -               -  1  44 

18— Gales  &  Seaton,  for  executive  subscription  to  National  Intelligencer,  -  10  00 
24 — Thomas  Gordon,  going  to  Fredericksburg  and  Charles  City  for  reprieved  slaves,  &c,   26  25 

Thomas  Gordon,  carrying  the  laws  to  Charles  City,                -                -  3  00 

Thomas  Gordon  and  others,  in  advance  for  distributing  laws,                    -  570  00 

26 —  John  Ford,  going  to  Fredericksburg  for  reprieved  slaves,  &c,                   -  25  50 

29—  James  Gordon,  conducting  reprieved  slaves  from  Fredericksburg  to  penitentiary,  15  00 
July      2 — Joseph  Danforth,  attendance  of  servant  on  public  offices,         -                -  15  44 

Moses  Lee,  for  cleaning  public  privy,                  -                -                -  6  50 

6 — Richard  Mathews,  cleaning  public  offices,            -                -                -  15  00 

9 — Richard  D.  Sanxay,  stationery  for  public  offices,                    -                -  283  26 

11 —  William  Mitchell,  jr.,  clock  for  guard  house,         -                -                -  60  00 
J.  W.  Randolph  &  Co.,  stationery  for  public  offices,                -                 -  16  75 

12 —  James  G.  Watson,  wheelbarrow  for  use  at  armory,                 -          »      -  9  00 

13 —  Robert  Ford,  going  to  Loudoun  for  reprieved  slave,  &c,          -                -  46  72 

16 —  H.  B.  Ford,  for  distributing  the  laws,                  -                -                -  48  73 
Smith  k  Palmer,  stationery  for  public  offices,       -                -                -  40  60 

20 —  William  Gardner,  sweeping  public  parts  of  capitol,                -                -  12  50 

27 —  Thomas  Ritchie,  executive  subscription  to  Richmond  Enquirer,                -  10  00 
Aug't    2 — Fisher  &  Shelton,  for  coal  for  general  assembly,    -                -                -  S  00 

Barton  Smool,  distributing  the  laws,                   ...  144  .54 

G.  W.  Munford,  keeper  of  rolls,  for  copies  sundry  laws  for  public,             -  13  76 

3 — Joseph  Danforth,  cleaning  library  room,  &c.,        -                -                -  12  50 

Editors  Richmond  Whig,  publishing  for  executive  sundry  proclamations,  &c.,  &c.,  57  12 

6 — Thomas  Gordon,  for  distributing  the  laws,           -                               -  126  27 

John  Ford,                  **                **                -                -  149  66 

10— William  Hutchinson,     ««««--.  158  60 

John  A.  Eacho,            '««---  114  61 

12 — John  Caphart  and  others,  going  to  New  York  for  fugitives,  &c.,                  -  214  00 

John  Caphart,  arresting  criminal  in  Princess  Anne,  Sec.,          -               -  17  20 

17 —  John  Warrock,  sundry  copies  of  journal  of  senate,                 -                -  22  38 

28 —  Samuel  Shepherd,  public  printer,  for  extra  copies  laws  and  journal  of  January 

session  1839,  tor  library,            -                                -                -  461  33 

30 —  S.  &  J.  Freeman,  platform  for  governor's  well,  4c.,               -               -  13  00 
Segt'r  13— Blair  &  Rives,  executive  subscription  to  Globe,     -                -                -  20  00 

21 —  G.  Dclarue,  repairing  lock  on  treasury  office,        -               -               -  1  12 


7,185  47 

1838,  Oct'r     1 — Richard  M'Rae,  to  pay  postage  for  auditor  public  accounts,  200  00 


1838,  Nov'r  13 — Joseph  Danforth,  to  pay  postage  for  executive  department,  100  00 


$10,195  47 


2,100  00 
900  00 
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The  following  report  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  M'Ctns  and  agreed  to : 

The  committee  on  the  militia  laws  have,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration,  the  petition  of 
sundry  citizens  of  Augusta  county,  to  them  referred,  praying  that  a  new  regiment  may  be  created  out  of  the 
32d  and  95th  regiments,  and  have  come  to  the  following  resolution  thereupon  : 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  thit  committee.  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  rejected,  tbe  power  to  cre- 
ate new  regiments,  under  the  existing  laws,  being  conferred  on  the  executive. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  bouse  the  following  communication  from  the  attorney  general,  which  was  read, 
and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman  laid  upon  the  table  : 

RICHMOND,  March  14,  1840. 

T.  W.  Gilmer,  Esq.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 

SIR — 1  have  the  honour  through  you  to  submit  to 
the  general  assembly  a  statement  of  the  causes  of  the  commonwealth  under  my  care. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  BAXTER,  Attorney  General. 

A  Statement  of  the  Causes  in  which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Attorney  General  to  represent  the  Commonwealth. 

IN  THE  SUPERIOR  COURT  OF  RICHMOND  AND  HENRICO. 

IN  CHANCERY. 

Attorney  General  vs.  Cottle  and  Reynolds.— At  rules,  process  not  executed  on  all  the  parties. 
Same  vs.  Riddle. — Process  not  executed  on  all  the  parties. 

Same  vs.  Rich. — A  suit  to  set  aside  a  conveyance  of  real  estate  made  by  George  Winston  in  fraud  of  the 
commonwealth.  This  case  has  been  argued,  and  was  for  some  time  in  tbe  hands  of  the  judge.  It  has  recently 
been  returned  to  the  office  to  have  new  parties  brought  before  the  court. 

Same  vs.  Rhodes. — Bernard,  a  defendant,  is  dead,  and  has  no  representative. 

Same  vs.  lrby. — Process  not  served  on  all  the  parties. 

Same  vs.  Fisher, — Lackland,  one  of  the  parties,  is  dead,  and  the  cause  has  not  yet  been  revived. 

Same  vs.  Haines. — In  this  case  many  of  the  parties  are  dead,  and  their  representatives  unknown.  One 
branch  of  tbe  cause  may  be  beard  by  defendants'  consent. 

Same  vs.  Manning. — A  suit  to  set  aside  conveyances  in  fraud  of  the  commonwealth.  Some  of  tbe  parties 
have  died  since  the  last  report. 

Same  vs.  Nicholas. — The  account  not  yet  taken. 

Sane  vs.  Dryden. — The  account  not  yet  taken. 

Same  vs.  Jones. — Defendant  is  dead,  and  no  representative  known  to  me. 

Same  vs.  Preston. — No  change  in  the  condition  of  ibis  suit  since  tbe  last  report. 

Sane  vs.  Cottle. — No  change  since  the  last  report. 

Same  vs.  Mitchell. — The  report  in  this  cause  not  yet  acted  on. 

Same  vs.  Anderson. — Issue  not  tried. 

Same  vs.  Rodger*. — Some  of  the  parties  dead,  and  their  representatives  unknown.    It  may  be  tried  as  to 
tbe  defendants  before  the  court  by  their  consent. 
Same  vs.  White. — No  report  made. 

Literary  Fund  vs.  Northwestern  Bank. — Ready  for  hearing. 

Ambler  vs.  Richardson. — No  change  since  the  last  report. 

Shrpard  vs.  Tinsley. — No  change  since  last  report. 

George  Rogers  Clarke's  administrator  vs.  Commonwealth. — At  rules. 

Board  of  Public  Works  vs.  Richmond  Dock  Company. — Ready  for  hearing. 

Attorney  General  vs.  Furer's  administrator. — At  rules. 

M'Nicol  vs.  Attorney  General  and  others. — Ready  for  bearing. 

Same  vs.  Same. — Ready  for  hearing. 

Briggs  vs.  Register  of  Land  Office. — At  rules. 

Harrison  vs.  Governor. — At  rules. 

Robinson  vs.  Board  of  Public  Works  and  Dock  Company.— Ready  for  bearing. 
Bustin  vs.  Commouwealth. — Decided  in  favour  of  commonwealth. 
Doggett  vs.  Register. — At  rules. 

Pennock'i  Trusttes  vs.  Commonwealth. — Ready  for  bearing. 
Pell  vs.  Commonwealth. — Recently  instituted. 
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James  Mar sf mil's  administrators  vs.  Commonwealth. — Appeal  from  the  auditor's  decision  in  a  half  pay  case. 
Continued  for  appellant. 

John  Caruthers  vs.  Commonwealth. — Continued  for  appellant. 

James  Davis's  administrator  vs.  Commonwealth. — Half  pay  case  continued  for  appellant. 

William  Hudson's  adminstrator  vs.  Same. — Same  note. 

Thomas  Hungerford's  administrator  vs.  Same. — Same  note. 

Abraham  Shepard's  administrator  vs.  Same. — Same  note. 

James  Upshaw's  administrator  vs.  Same. — Same  note. 

Samuel  Cobbs's  administrator  vs.  Same. — Same  note. 

Peter  Minor's  administrator  vs.  Same. — Same  note. 

Michael  Bowycr's  administrator  vs.  Same. — Same  note. 

Reuben  Biscoe's  administrator  vs.  Same. — Same  note. 

James  Higgins's  administrator  vs.  Same. — Same  note. 

Miles  King's  administrator  vs.  Same. — Same  note. 

John  Mountjoy's  administrator  vs.  Same— Same  note. 

Nathan  Smith's  administrator  vs.  Same. — Same  note. 

Chisholm's  heirs  vs.  Same. — Ready  for  trial. 

Sarah  Cann's  heirs  vs.  Same — Same  note. 

Scott's  heirs  vs.  Same — Same  note. 

N.  Currell  vs.  Same — Half  pay  case — continued  for  appellants. 

Jessee  Davis  vs.  Same. — Same  note. 

John  M' Adams  vs.  Same. — Same  note. 

Benjamin  Field  vs.  Same. — Ready  for  hearing. 

Peyton's  administrator  vs.  Same. — Decided  against  commonwealth. 

Furrer's  administrator  vs.  Same. — Ready  for  hearing.  1 

Slrothcrvs.  Commonwealth. — Decided  in  favour  of  commonwealth. 

Powell  vs.  Commonwealth. — Same  note. 

Nicholson's  administrator  vs.  Commonwealth. — Decided  against  commonwealth. 

Ray's  heirs  vs.  Register. — An  application  for  a  mandamus  to  compel  the  register  to  issue  a  warrant  for  land 
bounty,  decided  against  commonwealth. 

Cox  vs.  Commonwealth. — Half  pay  case — ready  for  hearing. 

George's  administrator  vs.  Commonwealth. — Judgment  against  commonwealth. 

IN  THE  COURT  OF  APPEALS. 

RICHMOND. 

Wilson  and  others  vs.  Commonwealth.— Appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the  general  court  vs.  the  sureties  of  J. 
Baker. 

Same  vs.  Same. — Same  note. 

Commonwealth  vs.  Wall's  administrator. — Appeal  from  a  judgment  of  the  superior  court  of  Henrico  in  a  half 
pay  case. 

Literary  Fund  vs.  Dawson's  heirs. — Decided  in  favour  of  the  literary  fund. 

Auditor  vs.  Saunderson  and  others. — Appeal  from  a  decree  of  the  superior  court  of  Henrico  and  Richmond. 
Savage  vs.  Register. — An  appeal  from  a  judgment  of  the  superior  court  of  Henrico.  Affirmed. 
Commonwealth  vs.  Reese.— Appeal  from  a  judgment  of  the  superior  court  of  Dinwiddie. 

AT  LEWISBUHG. 

Escheator  of  Cabell  vs.  Cookus. — Ready  for  hearing. 
Literary  Fund  vs.  Waterford. — Process  not  served. 

Dickinson  if  Co.  vs.  James  River  Company. — An  appeal  from  a  judgment  of  Fayette  circuit  court  in  favour 
of  the  old  James  river  company. 

Sayre  vs.  Northwestern  Turnpike  Company.— Judgment  affirmed. 
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IN  THE  GENERAL  COURT. 

FISCAL  CAUSES. 

Bur/oot,  treasurer  vs.  J.  Baker's  sureties.— Four  cases.  Continued  to  await  the  causes  in  the  court  of  appeals. 

Auditor  vs.  Hamilton. — Continued. 

•Same  vs.  Same. — Continued. 

Same  vs.  Slrickler — Judgment. 

Same  vs.  Fox. — Judgment. 

Same  vs.  Hutchinson. — Judgment. 

Same  vs.  Harcum. — Judgment. 

CRIMINAL  CAUSES. 

Commonwealth  vs.  Piper. — Adjourned  case  decided  June  1S39. 
•Same  vs.  Wilton. — Same  note. 

IV.  H.  Tage  vs.  Commonwealth. — Writ  of  error.    Judgment  reversed  December  1839. 
Same  vs.  R.  C.  Gwatkins. — Writ  of  error — reversed  December  1639. 
Earhart  vs.  Commonwealth. — Writ  of  error — affirmed  December  1839. 
Macle  vs.  Same. — Same  note. 

Fisher  vs.  Same. — Writ  of  error — granted  December  1S39. 
Commonwealth  vs.  Woodton. — Adjourned  case — decided  December  1839. 
Same  vs.  Collins. — Same  note. 
Same  vs  Barrett. — Same  note. 

The  above  I  believe  to  be  a  correct  list  of  the  cases  of  the  commonwealth  under  my  charge. 

S.  S.  BAXTER,  Attorney  General. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May  the  bill  No.  14,  entitled  "an  act  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  prescribing  the 
mode  of  ascertaining  the  taxable  properly  within  the  commonwealth,  and  for  collecting  the  public  revenue," 
with  the  amendments  thereto  proposed  by  the  senate,  was  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  Messrs. 
May,  Stephenson,  Dorman,  Crutchfield,  Hunter  and  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight. 

A  message  from  the  senate  by  Mr.  Carter: 

Mr.  Speaker — The  senate  agree  to  the  resolution  for  a  free  conference  upon  their  amendments  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  banks." 

And  they  insist  upon  their  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  A. 
Trent  deceased,  and  to  release  the  right  of  the  literary  fund  in  certain  cases  to  forfeited  lands." 

The  speaker  then  announced  the  following  as  the  committee  of  conference  on  the  part  of  this  house  : 
Messrs.  Southnll,  Robertson,  May,  Scott,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Stephenson,  Venable  and  Crutchfield. 

The  said  bill,  entitled  "an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  A.  Trent  deceased,  and  to  release  the 
right  of  (he  literary  fund  in  certain  cases  to  forfeited  lands,"  with  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  senate  being 
taken  up,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Goodson  that  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  indefinitely  postponed, 
and  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Goodson  the  vole  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows: 

Ayes — Mossrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Souihall,  Carpenter,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Thorn- 
burg,  Toler,  Hale,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Lawson,  Orgain,  Clayton,  Massie, 
Hidcn,  Aleshire,  Hiner,  Tunstall,  Tallman,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Sturm,  Quillen,  Gricvcr,  Prince,  Good- 
son  and  Sianger — 28. 

Noes — Messrs.  Cropper,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Loekridge,  Burwcllof  Bedford,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berke- 
ley, Hunter,  Kyle,  Flood,  Fox,  Coleman,  Cardwcll,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworlh,  Craffbrd,  Scott,  Howell,  King, 
Smith  of  Gloucester,  Guerrant,  Erskine,  Butts,  Taylor  of  Halifax,  Lee,  M'Rae,  Reynolds,  Wright,  Tayloc  of 
King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Beard,  Ramcy,  Lipscomb,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and 
Middlesex,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Yerby,  May,  Keen,  Michaux,  Robertson,  Ship- 
man,  Smith  of  Russell,  Crutchfield,  Fitzbugh,  Spotts  and  Stephenson — 51. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May  the  bouse  receded  from  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendments  of  the  senate, 
and  agreed  to  the  same,  and  the  clerk  was  ordered  to  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

No.  56.  An  engrossed  bill  providing  for  the  arrest  and  detention  of  fugitives  from  justice  from  other  states, 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hunter  carry  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M'Cue  leave  was  given  to  withdraw  the  petition  and  remonstrance  of  citizens  of  the 
county  of  Augusta,  relative  to  the  formation  of  a  new  regiment  in  said  county. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Sturm  leave  was  granted  to  withdraw  the  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Randolph, 
relative  to  the  Staunton  and  Parkersburg  road. 

Mr.  Erskine  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  bonds  of  public  officers  presented  a  report 
which  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  bonds  of  public  officers  has  discharged  that  duty,  and  submit  the 
following  report : 

They  have  examined  the  bonds  of  the  treasurer,  auditor  of  public  accounts,  second  auditor,  superinten- 
dent of  the  penitentiary,  storekeeper  and  general  agent  of  the  penitentiary,  librarian  and  secretary  of  the  com- 
monwealth, register  of  the  land-office  and  public  printer,  and  bnd  that  they  are  all  executed  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  law. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  the  speaker  signed  the  following  enrolled  bills: 

An  act  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  corporation  court  for  the  town  of  Winchester. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  court  of  Norfolk  county  to  run  the  ferries  of  said  county  by  an  agent. 

An  act  for  the  temporary  relief  of  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth. 

An  act  to  revive  the  act  incorporating  the  Huguenot  coal  mining  and  iron  manufacturing  company. 

An  act  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  Millford  in  the  county  of  Harrison. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Dutoy  and  Powhatan  coal  companies. 

An  act  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  Randolph  county. 

An  act  to  revive  and  amend  the  act  incorporating  the  Madison  manufacturing  company. 

An  act  to  change  the  place  of  training  of  the  officers  of  the  95th  regiment  of  Virginia  militia. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Clover  Hill  coal  mining  and  iron  manufacturing  company. 

An  act  concerning  the  estate  of  George  E.  Harrison,  deceased. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Ligon  coal  mining  company. 

An  act  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  the  house  of  George  Swhier,  jr.,  in  the  county  of  Frederick. 

An  act  to  amend  and  explain  the  act,  entitled,  an  act  establishing  the  county  of  Pulaski  of  parts  of  the 
counties  of  Montgomery  and  Wythe. 

An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled,  an  act  declaring  Greenbrier  river  a  public  highway. 

An  act  to  amend  the  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  lands  late  the  property  of  Cornelius  Hopkins, 
deceased. 

An  act  concerning  the  town  of  Laurenceville  in  the  county  of  Brunswick. 

An  act  to  authorize  two  separate  elections  in  the  county  of  Loudoun  and  one  in  the  county  of  Halifax. 
An  act  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery  for  the  county  of 
Greenbrier. 

An  act  concerning  special  courts  of  appeals. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Daniel's  run  and  Hail's  ford  turnpike  company. 

An  act  concerning  the  killing  of  deer. 

An  act  incorporating  the  Western  insurance  company. 

An  act  concerning  western  land  titles. 

An  act  changing  the  name  of  the  town  of  Sparta  in  the  county  of  Rockingham. 

An  act  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  Floyd's  store  in  the  county  of  Tazewell. 

An  act  concerning  certain  loans  heretofore  authorized  for  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road. 

An  act  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  fall  term  of  the  circuit  superior  court  of  Culpeper. 

An  act  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  Mecklenburg  county. 

An  act  incorporating  the  Winterpock  rail-road  company. 

An  act  concerning  attorneys'  fees. 

An  act  allowing  further  lime  to  William  Crump  for  the  completion  of  a  mill  dam. 
An  act  fixing  the  school  quotas  of  the  counties  of  Orange  and  Greene. 
An  act  prescribing  the  punishment  for  attempting  to  poison,  and  for  other  purposes. 
An  act  amending  the  charter  of  the  Wheeling  fire  and  marine  insurance  company. 
An  act  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  Jefferson  county. 
An  act  concerning  the  purchase  of  lands  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor. 

An  act  to  discontinue  Hooe's  ferry  across  the  Potomac  from  his  land  to  Cedar  Point  in  Maryland. 
An  act  changing  the  lime  of  holding  the  second  quarterly  term  of  the  county  court  of  Warren. 
An  aci  concerning  the  reward  for  killing  wolves  in  the  counties  of  Loudoun  and  Fauquier. 
An  act  to  change  the  lime  of  the  meeting  of  the  next  general  assembly. 
An  act  concerning  the  erection  of  wharves. 

An  act  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  Amherst  county. 
An  act  to  incorporate  the  Bradford  coal  mining  company  in  the  county  of  Goochland. 
An  act  to  change  the  place  of  holding  a  separate  election  in  the  county  of  Franklin. 
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An  act  to  establish  a  company  of  cavalry  in  the  county  of  Halifax. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Exchange  hotel  company  in  the  city  of  Richmond. 

An  act  extending  the  act  authorizing  the  drawing  of  a  lottery  in  the  town  of  Fredericksburg. 

An  act  incorporating  the  Salem  savings  institution. 

An  act  concerning  the  destruction  of  wild  fowl  in  the  counties  of  Accomack,  Fairfax  and  Prince  William. 

Mr.  May  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  an  act  reducing  into  one  the  several 
acts  prescribing  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the  taxable  property  within  the  commonwealth  8nd  for  collecting  the 
public  revenue,"  together  with  the  senate's  amendments  thereto,  reported  that  they  had  taken  the  same  under 
consideration  and  recommended  thai  the  20ih,  21st,  22d,  23d,  24th,  26lh,  2Slh,  30th,  31st,  40lh,  49th,  51st,  52d 
and  60lh  amendments  be  agreed  to,  and  that  the  27th,  33d,  36th,  41st,  42d,  43d,  44th,  45th,  47th,  4Sih,  dOth, 
53d  and  61st  be  disagreed  to,  and  that  the  25tb  amendment  be  agreed  to  with  an  amendment,  which  he  repor- 
ted to  the  house. 

The  house  on  questions  severally  put  thereupon  agreed  to  the  several  amendments  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee to  be  concurred  in,  and  in  like  manner  disagreed  to  those  recommended  to  be  disagreed  to,  and  agreed 
to  the  said  25th  amendment  with  the  amendment  recommended  by  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May  the  rule  of  the  house  was  suspended,  and  the  vote  agreeing  to  the  46tb  amendment 
was  reconsidered  ;  thereupon  the  said  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  inform  the  senate  of  the  action  of  the  house  on  their  several  amendments  to  the 
said  bill,  ami  request  their  concurrence  in  the  amendment  to  their  twenty-fifth  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pbince  leave  was  granted  to  withdraw  the  petition  of  John  H.  Anderson  presented  to 
the  last  general  assembly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dokmak,  Resolved,  That  there  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  general  as- 
sembly, so  soon  as  the  principal  assessors  shall  have  completed  the  same,  two  thousand  copies  of  the  tabular 
statement  of  the  average  value  of  the  lands  of  the  several  counties  of  this  commonwealth. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bayly  leave  of  absence  from  the  service  of  this  house  for  the  remainder  of  the  session 
was  granted  to  Mr.  Tayixik  of  Matftetcs  and  Middlesex  from  to-morrow. 

Mr.  tioiTTHALL  from  the  committee  of  conference  presented  the  following  report : 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  house  of  delegates  to  confer  with  the  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  senate  touching  certain  disagreements  between  the  two  houses  concerning  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  to  amend 
the  several  acts  concerning  the  banks,"  have,  according  to  order,  conferred  with  the  committee  of  the  senate, 
and  after  such  conference,  as  the  result  thereof,  recommend  to  the  house  of  delegates  to  recede  from  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  9th  and  16th  amendments  of  the  senate,  and  recommend  that  the  house  of  delegates  recede 
from  its  disagreement  to  the  10th  amendment  of  the  senate,  and  agree  to  the  same  with  an  amendment. 

The  said  bill  and  amendments  were  then  taken  up,  and  the  house  receded  from  their  disagreement  to  the 
said  ninth  and  sixteenth  amendments,  and  agreed  to  the  same,  and  receded  from  their  disagreement  to  the  said 
tenth  amendment. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  committee  of  conference  is  the  following:  Strike  out  the  ninth  section 
from  the  bill,  and  insert : 

"  lie  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  in  which  executions  shall  be  issued  upon  any  judgment  or  decree 
obtained  in  any  court  within  this  commonwealth,  unless  the  plaintiff  or  his  attorney  shall  endorse  on  the  said 
execution  that  the  banknotes  of  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth  may  be  received  in  discharge  of  the  same,  the 
defendants  in  such  executions  shall  be  entitled  to  execute  and  deliver  to  the  sheriff,  or  deputy  sheriff,  as  the  case 
may  be,  a  bond  with  one  or  more  sufficient  securities,  in  a  penalty  equal  to  twice  the  amount  of  the  principal 
and  interest  due  by  said  execution,  payable  to  the  plaintiff"  and  conditioned  for  the  payment  of  said  principal 
and  interest,  with  the  interest  thereafter  accruing  on  the  said  principal  money  on  the  1st  day  of  April  1S41 ; 
and  upon  the  execution  and  delivery  of  the  said  bond,  the  sheriff  shall  return  upon  the  said  execution  that  he 
has  taken  the  said  bond  in  satisfaction  of  the  same,  and  shall  return  the  said  bond  with  the  said  execution  to  the 
clerk's  office  of  the  court  from  which  the  said  execution  issued,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  plainlifT,  his  executor, 
administrator  or  assigns,  or  his  attorney. 

"  And  be  it  further  evicted,  That  when  such  bond  becomes  due,  if  the  same  be  not  paid,  it  shall  be  compe- 
tent to  the  plaintiff,  his  or  her  executor  or  administrator  or  assigns,  after  ten  days  notice  to  the  defendant  or  de- 
fendants, his  or  her  or  their  executors  or  administrators,  to  obtain  from  the  clerk  of  the  said  court  an  execution 
upon  the  said  bond  for  the  penalty  thereof,  to  be  discharged  by  the  principal  and  interest  due  thereon,  with 
costs,  which  costs  shall  be  the  same  that  are  taxed  upon  motions  on  forthcoming  bonds,  exclusive  of  an  attor- 
ney's fee,  and  upon  such  execution  the  clerk  shall  endorse  that  no  security  shall  be  taken  thereon :  Provided, 
however.  That  if  the  defendant  in  such  motion  shall  make  affidavit  that  the  said  bond  has  been  paid  off,  or  a  por- 
tion of  the  amount  due  thereby  has  been  paid,  and  the  plaintiff  will  not  allow  such  payment,  it  shall  be  the 
doty  of  the  clerk  to  continue  the  said  motion  until  the  next  term  of  his  court,  and  place  the  same  upon  the 
docket  of  such  court  at  the  head  of  the  said  docket,  to  be  decided  by  the  said  court.  But  no  bank  in  this  com- 
monwealth shall  be  entitled  to  execute  such  bond :  And  provided  also,  That  so  much  of  any  law  as  authorizes 


Digitized  by  Google 


238 


JOURNAL  OF  THE   HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES. 


ibe  recovery  of  any  money  or  debt  by  motion  against  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth  shall  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  suspended  until  the  rising  of  the  next  general  assembly." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith  of  hit  of  Wighl  to  amend  the  said  amendment  by  striking  therefrom  the 
following  proviso : 

"  And  provided  alto.  That  so  much  of  any  law  rts  authorizes  the  recovery  of  any  money  or  debt  by  motion 
against  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  suspended  until  the  rising  of  the  next 
general  assembly." 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  hie  of  Wight  the  vole  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Bayly,  Carpenter,  Jackson  of  Braxton  and  Lewis,  Meredith,  Thornburg,  Cox,  Howell, 
King,  Guerrant,  Butts,  Allen  of  Hampshire,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Lipscomb,  Or- 
gain,  Banks,  Taylor  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex,  Clayton,  Hiden,  Aleshirc,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath,  Ratclific, 
Sturm,  Shipman,  Conn,  Prince  and  Stanger — 30. 

'  Noes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Southall,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Lockridge,  Burwell  of  Bed- 
ford, Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toier,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Broad  us,  Wilson, 
Whitworth,  Craflbrd,  Roane,  Scott,  Payne,  Wade  of  Franklin,  Erskine,  Clark  of  Halifax,  M'Rae,  Reynolds, 
Tayloe  of  King  George,  Tayloe  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond,  Lawson,  Beard,  Ramey,  Evans,  Myers  of  Mor- 
gan, Massie,  Allyn  of  Norfolk  borough,  Watts,  Ycrhy,  Hiner,  May,  Tunsiall,  Keen,  Michaux,  Vcnable,  Robert- 
son, Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Crutchfield  and  Stephenson — 52. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  agreeiug  to  the  amendment  to  the  tenth  amendment  of  the  senate  as  re- 
commended by  the  committee  of  conference,  and  was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  said  tenth  amend- 
ment as  amended  was  agreed  to,  and  the  clerk  was  ordered  to  inform  the  senate  thereof  and  request  their  con- 
currence in  the  said  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May  the  rule  of  the  house  which  prohibited  members  from  receiving  their  mileage  for 
returning  from  the  general  assembly  until  the  termination  of  the  session  without  having  first  obtained  leave  of 
absence,  was  suspended  for  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kino  a  bill, 

No.  53.  Entitled,  "  a  bill  annexing  a  part  of  the  county  of  Mercer  to  the  county  of  Giles,"  was  taken  up 
and  read  a  second  time,  and  the  same  being  under  consideration, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Armstrong  the  house  adjourned. 


TUESDAY,  March  17,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk: 

IN  SENATE,  March  16,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bills,  entitled, 

"  An  act  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  the  tavern  house  of  John  Mastin,  in  the  county  of  Alleghany." 
"  An  act  concerning  the  taking  of  oysters  in  the  counties  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex." 
"An  act  authorizing  Ebenezer  Eliason,  William  P.  Eliason  and  Ebenezer  Eliason  jr.,  to  construct  a  toll- 
bridge  across  the  Rapid  Ann  river,  near  Barnell's  ford." 

M  An  act  authorizing  an  investment  in  lands  in  Missouri  for  the  benefit  of  John  H.  Marklc." 
"  An  act  concerning  the  town  of  Lexington  and  the  Dragon  Swamp  canal." 

"  An  act  to  authorize  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  to  issue  a  warrant  in  favour  of  William  D.  Wren,  ad- 
ministrator of  Robert  George  deceased,  in  pursuance  of  a  judgment  of  the  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and 
chancery  for  the  county  of  Henrico  and  city  of  Richmond,  for  revolutionary  services." 

"  An  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Jefftrsonville,  in  the  county  of  Tazewell." 

"  An  act  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  tbe  Little  and  Big  creek  navigation  company  and  for  other 
purposes." 

"  An  act  regulating  notarial  fees." 

"  An  act  to  change  the  place  of  holding  a  separate  election  in  the  county  of  Botetourt,  and  one  in  the 
county  of  Harrison." 

They  have  also  passed  the  bills,  entitled, 
"  An  act  appropriating  the  public  revenue." 

"  An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Portsmouth  and  Roanoke  rail-road  company." 
**  An  act  to  establish  the  town  of  Dranesvillc,  in  tbe  county  of  Fairfax ;"  and 

*•  An  act  directing  the  suspension  of  surveys  and  subscriptions  on  the  part  of  the  slate,"  with  amendments, 
in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

They  insist  on  their  first  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "an  act  increasing  the  reward  for  apprehending 
runaways  in  cerain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes,"  to  which  the  bouse  of  delegates  disagreed. 


Digitized  by  Google 


JOURNAL  OP  THE   HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES. 


239 


And  they  agree  to  the  resolution  for  the  removal  of  combustible  materials  from  the  attic  story  of  the  capi- 
tol,  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

The  said  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "an  act  appropriating  the  public  revenue,"  being  read,  the  first 
and  second  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  the  third  and  fourth  amendments  were  disagreed  to. 

The  said  amendments  to  the  bills,  entitled  "an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Portsmouth 
and  Roanoke  rail-road  company,"  and  "an  act  to  establish  the  town  of  Dranesville,  in  the  couuly  of  Fairfux," 
were  severally  agreed  to. 

The  said  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  an  act  directing  the  suspension  of  surveys  and  subscriptions  on 
the  part  of  the  stale,"  being  read,  the  first  amendment  was  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  May,  and  as  amended 
agreed  to,  and  the  second  amendment  was  also  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  inform  the  senate  of  the  action  of  the  house  upon  their  several  amendments  to  the 
said  bills,  and  request  their  concurrence  in  the  said  amendment  to  their  first  amendment  to  the  last  bill. 

The  said  bill,  entitled  "  an  act  increasing  the  reward  for  apprehending  runaways  in  certain  cases  and  for 
other  purposes,"  with  the  said  amendment  of  the  senate,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kennedy  ordered  to  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Resolved,  That  said  bill  be  rejected. 

The  said  resolution,  with  the  amendment  thereto  proposed  by  the  senate,  was  taken  up,  and  the  said 
amendment  was  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crvtchfield,  and  as  amended  agreed  to  by  the  house,  and  Mr. 
Tunstall  was  ordered  to  inform  the  senate  thereof  and  request  their  concurrence  in  the  said  amendment  to 
tbeir  amendment. 

Mr.  Cardwell  from  the  committee  on  enrolled  bills  reported  that  they  bad  examined  sundry  other  bills, 
and  found  them  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  for  further  examination. 

No.  63.  A  bill  annexing  a  part  of  the  county  of  Mercer  to  the  county  of  Giles,  which  was  under  conside- 
ration when  the  house  adjourned  on  yesterday,  was  taken  up,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Yerby  the  farther  conside- 
ration thereof  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Reiotved,  That  said  bill  be  rejected. 

Mr.  May  reported,  with  a  substitute,  a  bill,  No.  282,  making  provision  for  removing  the  senate  chamber  to 
the  first  story  of  the  capilol,  which  substitute  being  agreed  to,  and  the  said  bill  being  farther  amended,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  1)orman  the  said  bill  as  amended  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  said  bill  was  forthwith  engrossed,  read  a  third  lime  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Crutchfield  carry  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 
A  further  communication  was  received  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  March  17,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bills,  entitled, 

"  An  act  increasing  the  lolls  of  the  Petersburg,  Greensville,  and  Portsmouth  and  Roanoke  rail-road  com- 
panies." 

"An  act  concerning  the  lien  of  judgments  and  limiting  proceedings  against  special  bail  in  certain  cases;"  and 

"An  act  imposing  taxes  for  the  support  of  government,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  house  of  delegates. 

The  said  bill,  entitled  "nn  act  increasing  the  tolls  of  the  Petersburg,  Greensville,  and  Portsmouth  and 
Roanoke  rail-road  companies,"  with  the  amendment  thereto  proposed  by  the  senate,  was  taken  up,  and  the  said 
amendment  being  read,  was  agreed  to,  and  the  clerk  was  ordered  to  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

The  said  bill,  entitled  "an  act  concerning  the  lien  of  judgments  and  limiting  proceedings  against  special 
bail  in  certain  cases,"  with  tbc  amendments  thereto  proposed  by  the  senate,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  May  ordered 
to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  said  bill,  entitled  "an  act  imposing  taxes  for  the  support  of  government,"  with  the  said  amendments 
proposed  by  the  senate,  was  taken  up,  and  the  said  amendments  being  read,  were  severally  disagreed  lo. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tunstall  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

No.  272.  A  bill,  entitled  "an  act  providing  for  a  temporary  loan  to  meet  the  deficiency  in  the  treasury," 
with  the  amendment  thereto  proposed  by  the  senate,  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dorman,  and  the  said 
amendment  being  amended  on  his  motion,  was  as  amended  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  inform  the  senate  thereof  and  request  their  concurrence  in  the  said  amendment. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  May  the  house  adjourned. 
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WEDNESDAY,  March  18,  1840. 

* 

A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  Mahch  17,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bills,  entitled, 

•*  An  act  allowing  a  reward  for  killing  grey  foxes  in  the  county  of  Prince  William." 

"  An  act  concerning  the  government  house ;"  and 

"  An  act  transferring  a  sum  of  money  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  old  James  river  company  to  the  public 
treasury." 

They  have  also  passed  the  bill,  entitled, 

"  An  act  making  provisions  for  removing  the  senate  chamber  to  the  first  story  of  the  capitol,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

They  recede  from  their  3d  and  4ih  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled, 

"  An  act  appropriating  the  public  revenue,"  to  which  the  house  of  delegates  disagreed. 

And  they  agree  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  house  of  delegates  to  their  first  amendment  to  the  bill, 
entitled, 

"  An  act  directing  the  suspension  of  surveys  and  subscriptions  on  the  part  of  the  state." 

They  agree  to  the  preamble  arid  resolutions  relative  to  the  demand  of  the  executive  of  Virginia  upon  the 
executive  of  the  state  of  New  York  for  the  surrender  of  three  fugitives  from  justice. 

They  also  agree  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  house  of  delegates  to  their  amendment  to  the  resolution 
for  the  removal  of  combustible  materials  from  the  attic  story  of  the  capitol. 

And  they  have  adopted  a  resolution  requesting  the  house  of  delegates  to  appoint  a  committee  of  conference 
to  meet  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  senate  to  consider  the  matters  of  difference  in  relation  to  the  amendments 
to  the  bill,  entitled, 

"An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  banks,"  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
house  of  delegates. 

And  their  committee  appointed  to  examine  enrolled  bills,  have  examined  sundry  other  such  bills,  which, 
being  found  truly  enroiled,  have  been  signed  by  their  speaker,  and  are  herewith  returned  to  the  bouse  of 
dolegntes. 

The  said  amendments  bf ing  read,  were  agreed  to.  and  the  clerk  was  ordered  to  inform  the  senate  thereof. 
The  said  resolution  of  the  senate  is  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  house  of  delegates  be  requested  to  appoint  a  committee  of  conference  to  meet  a  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  senate,  to  consider  the  matters  of  difference  between  the  senate  and  house  of  dcle- 

Ktes,  in  relation  to  the  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the 
nks." 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robertson  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  conference  on  the  part  of  this  house  consist  of  Messrs.  Robertson,  May, 
Scott,  Clark  of  Halifax,  Stephenson,  Venable,  Crutchficld,  Dorman,  M'Millan  and  Tolcr. 

Mr.  Robertson  subsequently  from  the  said  committee  presented  a  report,  which  on  his  motion  was  laid 
upon  the  table. 

On  motions  severally  made  leave  was  granted  to  withdraw  the  petitions  of  James  M'Clagherty  and 
others  ;  of  Reese  Browning ;  of  Thomas  C.  Burwell  and  Octavius  A.  Harvey ;  of  Charlotte  F.  Helm ;  and  of 
Anabella  Burr. 

Mr.  Cardwbll  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  enrolled  bills  reported  that  they  had  examined 
sundry  other  bills  and  found  them  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  for  further  examination. 

A  further  communication  was  received  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  March  18,  1840. 

The  senate  agree  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  bouse  of  delegates  to  their  amendment  to  the  bill, 
entitled, 

"  An  act  providing  for  a  temporary  loan  to  meet  the  deficiency  in  the  treasury." 

And  their  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills,  have  examined  sundry  other  such  bills, 
which  being  found  truly  enrolled,  have  been  signed  by  their  speaker,  and  are  herewith  returned  to  the  house 
of  delegates. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mat,  Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  revive  the  act  to  stay  the  proceed- 
ings on  executions,  trust  deeds  and  other  demands  in  cases  of  refusal  to  receive  bank  notes,  and  that  Messrs. 
May,  Robertson,  Venable,  Crutchficld  and  Toler  prepare  the  same. 

Mr.  May  subsequently  presented  the  said  bill,  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  times,  amended  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  and  as  amended  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 
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The  said  bill  was  forthwith  engrossed,  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  May  carry  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

A  further  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk: 

IN  SENATE,  March  18,  1840. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bills,  entitled, 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Levi  A.  Blankenship." 

"  An  act  establishing  the  town  of  Boothsville  in  the  county  of  Harrison." 

•«  An  act  providing  for  the  arrest  and  detention  of  fugitives  from  justice  from  other  state*," 

"An  act  to  revive  the  act  to  stay  the  proceedings  on  executions,  trust  deeds  and  other  demands  in  cases  of 
refusal  to  receive  bank  notes." 

And  they  have  agreed  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  in  relation  to  the  matter  of  difference 
between  the  senate  and  house  of  delegates,  as  to  the  senate's  tenth  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled, 

"  An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  banks." 

The  said  amendment  proposed  by  the  senate  in  conformity  to  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  of  con- 
ference was  read  as  follows  : 

And  whereas  the  remedy  by  motion  upon  ten  days  notice  against  the  banks  of  this  state  for  failing  to  pay 
specie  is  cumulative  merely  and  designed  to  operate  upon  the  banks  as  culpable  delinquents  and  not  as  delin- 
quents in  consequence  of  unlooked  for  exigencies:  Therefore, 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  remedy  against  the  banks  of  this  state,  by  motion,  upon  ten  days  previous 
notice,  shall  be  and  is  hereby  suspended  until  the  first  day  of  January  next,  any  thing  in  this  or  any  other  act 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding:  Provided  however,  That  this  section  shall  not  be  construed  so  as  to  apply  to 
any  pending  motion,  or  to  any  case  in  which  a  demand  of  payment  has  been  heretofore  made  and  refused. 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight  the  vote  thereupon  was  recorded  as  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Gilmer,  (speaker,)  Cropper,  Cabell,  M'Cue,  Stuart,  Mitchell,  Myers  of  Berkeley,  Hunter, 
M'Millan,  Kyle,  Flood,  Toler,  Fox,  Corbin,  Coleman,  Cardwell,  Broadus,  Wilson,  Whitworlb,  Craflbrd,  Roane, 
Payne,  Hale,  Erskine,  Clark  of  Halifax,  M'Uae,  Hamlelt,  Reynolds,  Beard,  Ramey,  Evans,  Yerby,  Hiner,  May, 
Tunstall,  Keen,  Michaux,  Robertson,  Leyburn,  Dorman,  Smith  of  Russell,  Griever,  Crutchfield.'Fitzhugh,  Ste- 
phenson, Goodson  and  Walker— 47. 

Nobs — Messrs.  Meredith,  Tbornburg,  Cox,  Howell,  King,  Guerrant,  Carroll  of  Grayson,  Taylor  of  Halifax, 
Lee,  Armstrong,  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Wright,  Banks,  Myers  of  Morgan,  Alcshire,  Carroll  of  Preston,  Heath, 
Ratcliffe,  Shipman,  Quillen,  Conn,  Bare,  Prince  and  Stangcr — 24. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  May,  Resolved,  That  when  this  house  adjourns  to-morrow,  it  will  with  the  consent  of  the 
senate  adjourn  sine  die. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  communicate  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  Resolved,  That  when  the  house  adjourns  to-day,  it  will  adjourn  until  to- 
morrow nine  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coleman  the  house  adjourned. 


THURSDAY,  March  19,  1840. 
A  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk : 

IN  SENATE,  March  18,  1S40. 

The  senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled, 

"An  act  providing  for  the  reissue  of  certificates  of  state  stock  due  the  Bank  of  Virginia." 
They  have  also  passed  the  bill,  entitled, 

"  An  act  to  authorize  an  increase  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  rail- 
road company  and  for  other  purposes,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  house  of 
delegates. 

Tbey  recede  from  their  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled, 

"  An  act  imposing  taxes  for  the  support  of  government,"  to  which  the  house  of  delegates  disagreed. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson  the  said  bill  and  proposed  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 
Mr.  Cardwbll  from  the  committee  on  enrolled  bills  reported  that  the  said  committee  had  examined  sun- 
dry other  such  bills,  and  found  them  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carowecl  carry  the  same  to  the  senate  for  further  examination. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  Resolved  by  the  general  attembly,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  judge  of  the 
superior  court  of  law  and  chancery  for  the  county  of  Heurico,  to  hold  the  sessions  of  his  court  indifferently  in 
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cither  of  the  place  indicated  in  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  making  provisions  for  removing  the  senate  chamber  to 
the  first  story  of  the  capitol  and  for  other  purposes,"  or  in  the  present  chamber  occupied  by  the  senate,  except 
when  the  same  shall  be  wanted  for  the  use  of  the  court  of  appeals,  as  to  the  said  judge  shall  seem  expedient. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robertson  carry  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson,  Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts 
concerning  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road,  and  that  Messrs.  Stephenson,  Lee,  Armstrong,  Dorman,  and  Myers 
of  Morgan  prepare  the  same. 

Mr.  Stephenson  subsequently  presented  the  said  bill,  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  times,  and  forth- 
with engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Stephenson  carry  the  same  to  the  senate  and  request  their  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  senate  by  Mr.  Carter: 

Mk.  Speaker — The  senate  agree  to  the  resolution  giving  authority  to  the  judge  of  the  circuit  superior 
court  of  Henrico  to  hold  the  sessions  of  said  court  in  the  present  senate  chamber  under  certain  circumstances. 

They  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  an  act  further  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Northwestern 
turnpike  road." 

They  agree  also  to  the  resolution  for  the  adjournment  of  the  house  of  delegates  line  die. 
And  have  adopted  a  resolution  for  the  adjournment  of  the  senate,  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  house  of  delegates. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  and  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  when  the  senate  adjourns  to-day,  it  will,  with  the  consent  of  the  house  of  delegates,  adjourn 
until  the  first  Tuesday  in  December  next. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

Mr.  Cardwell  from  the  committee  on  enrolled  bills  reported  that  said  committee  had  examined  sundry 
other  such  bills,  and  found  them  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cardwell  carry  the  same  to  the  senate  for  further  examination. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  (Mr.  Dokman  being  in  the  chair,)  Ilesolved  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of  thi* 
house  be  presented  to  Thomas  W.  Gilmer,  esq.  for  the  faithful,  diligent  and  impartial  manner  in  which  be  has 
discharged  the  duties  of  speaker,  during  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Crutchfield  presented  the  following  report,  which  was  read  and  concurred  in: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  clerk  of  this  house,  enclosing  his  accounts  for  dis- 
bursing the  appropriation  for  repairs  to  the  hall  of  the  house  of  delegates,  have  examined  said  accounts,  and 
found  them  properly  supported  by  vouchers  and  regularly  made  under  authority  of  law. 

The  bill,  entitled,  "  an  act  to  authorize  an  increase  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg 
and  Potomac  rail-road  company  and  for  other  purposes,"  with  the  amendments  thereto  proposed  by  the  senate, 
was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfield. 

The  said  amendments  being  read  the  first  was  agreed  to,  and  the  last  was  disagreed  to,  and  Mr.  Crotch- 
field  was  ordered  to  inform  the  senate  thereof. 

A  further  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk  : 

IN  SENATE,  Mahch  19,  1840. 

The  senate  recede  from  their  second  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled, 

"  An  act  to  authorize  an  increase  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  rail- 
road company  and  for  other  purposes,"  to  which  the  house  of  delegates  disagreed. 

Mr.  Cardwell  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  enrolled  bills  reported  that  the  said  committee 
bad  examined  the  last  bill  ordered  to  be  enrolled,  and  found  it  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  That  he  carry  the  same  to  the  senate  for  further  examination. 

A  further  communication  from  the  senate  by  their  clerk  : 

IN  SENATE,  March  19,  1840. 

The  committee  of  the  senate  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  bills  have  examined  all  such  bills  that  have 
been  received  from  the  house  of  delegates,  which  being  found  truly  enrolled,  have  been  signed  by  their  speaker, 
and  are  herewith  returned  to  the  house  of  delegates. 

On  motion  the  speaker  signed  the  following  enrolled  bills  : 

An  act  incorporating  the  Elizabeth  and  Parkcrsburg  turnpike  company. 

An  act  incorporating  the  town  of  Triadelphia  in  the  county  of  Ohio. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Western  Virginia  silk  company. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled,  an  act  incorporating  the  trustees  of  the  Union  academy  of  Campbell. 
An  act  incorporating  the  trustees  of  the  Concord  female  seminary. 

An  act  to  increase  the  stock  of  the  Dover  coal  mining  company  and  to  grant  them  manufacturing  privileges. 
An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  trustees  of  the  Halifax  academy. 
An  act  to  establish  a  company  of  light  infantry  in  the  city  of  Richmond  and  for  other  purposes. 
An  act  to  incorporate  the  Potomac  and  Alleghany  coal  and  iron  manufacturing  company. 
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An  act  incorporating  tbe  Hot  springs  company  in  the  county  of  Batb. 
An  act  to  incorporate  the  Western  Virginia  silk  company. 
An  act  concerning  the  publication  of  deeds. 
An  act  concerning  the  preservation  of  records. 

An  act  making  further  provision  for  completing  the  eastern  section  of  the  road  on  the  route  surveyed  from 
Huntersville  to  Parkersburg. 

An  act  to  increase  and  regulate  the  tolls  on  the  Powhatan  rail-road,  and  the  Tuckahoe  and  James  river 
rail-road. 

An  act  incorporating  the  Patterson's  creek  turnpike  company. 
Ad  act  incorporating  the  Wellsburg  Jefferson  seminary. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled,  an  act  declaring  Simpson's  creek  a  public  highway. 
An  act  incorporating  the  Lewisburg  savings  bank. 
An  act  to  prohibit  belting  upon  elections. 

An  act  concerning  the  duty  of  executors  and  administrators,  and  wills  of  personal  estate. 

An  act  amending  the  laws  in  relation  to  the  course  of  descents. 

An  act  incorporating  the  Princess  Anne  and  Kempsville  canal  companies. 

An  act  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  town  of  Winchester. 

An  act  changing  the  manner  of  appointing  an  inspector  of  flour  and  indian  meal  in  the  town  of  Winchester. 
An  act  to  extend  the  act  for  the  temporary  relief  of  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth,  passed  December 
lltb,  1839. 

An  act  concerning  western  land  titles. 

An  act  concerning  flour  barrels. 

An  act  incorpo rating  tbe  trustees  of  Bethany  college. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  passed  February  13th,  1809,  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  a  company  to  establish 
a  turnpike  from  the  town  of  Leesburg  in  Loudoun  county  to  the  Little  river  turnpike. 
An  act  incorporating  the  Mercantile  library  association  of  Richmond. 

An  act  amending  and  reducing  into  one  act  tbe  several  acts  and  parts  of  acts  concerning  tbe  taxes  on  li- 
censes to  keepers  of  ordinaries  and  houses  of  private  entertainment,  to  merchants,  to  vendue  masters,  to  brokers, 
to  venders  of  lottery  tickets,  to  hawkers  and  pedlars,  to  exhibitors  of  public  shows,  on  law  process,  on  notarial 
seals,  and  certain  other  subjects. 

An  act  providing  for  taking  tbe  sense  of  the  citizens  of  King  William  county  upon  tbe  removal  of  the  seat 
of  justice  for  said  county. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Virginia  axe  company. 

An  act  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled,  an  act  concerning  tbe  Hampton  academy. 

An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled,  an  act  incorporating  the  Buchanan  and  Salem  turnpike  company. 
An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled,  an  act  prescribing  certain  general  regulations  for  tbe  incorporation  of 
turnpike  companies. 

An  act  incorporating  tbe  trustees  of  Richmond  college. 

An  act  incorporating  the  Dunlap's  creek  turnpike  company. 

An  act  fixing  the  site  for  tbe  seat  of  justice  for  the  county  of  Pulaski. 

An  act  amending  the  act  authorizing  the  county  court  of  Monongalia  county  to  raise  money  for  certain  pur- 
poses. 

An  act  authorizing  a  ferry  from  the  lands  of  Thomas  and  Epbraim  Pollock  in  the  county  of  Marshall  across 
the  Ohio  river. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Verlinda  Perry. 
An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  ferries. 
An  act  incorporating  tbe  Danville  savings  institution. 
An  act  concerning  Squire  Say  re. 

An  act  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  Mangobick  in  tbe  county  of  King  William. 
An  act  concerning  executions  and  new  trials  in  cases  upon  warrants. 

An  act  providing  for  the  erection  of  a  steward's  house,  and  for  furnishing  a  supply  of  water  for  the  Virginia 
military  institute. 

An  act  exempting  firemen  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk  from  serving  on  petit  juries  in  civil  cases. 

An  act  incorporating  the  Preston  rail-roed,  lumber  and  mining  company. 

An  act  concerning  the  securities  of  William  B.  Manning. 

An  act  incorporating  the  Sweet  springs  u;id  Salt  Sulphur  turnpike  company. 

An  act  concerning  Thomas  Beasley,  a  free  man  of  colour. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Tazewell  White  8ulphur  springs  company. 

Ao  act  concerning  the  water  works  of  the  city  of  Richmond. 

An  act  releasing  to  Susan  C.  Bott  the  commonwealth's  right  to  a  lot  in  tbe  town  of  Petersburg  for  a  limited 


Digitized  by  Google 


244  JOURNAL  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES. 

An  act  authorizing  payment  for  certain  alterations  to  the  ball  of  the  house  of  delegates  and  to  the  interior 
of  the  capitol. 

An  act  authorizing  the  sergeant  of  Williamsburg  to  appoint  a  deputy,  and  empowering  the  common  coun- 
cil of  Richmond  to  elect  a  mayor  in  certain  cases. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Point  Pleasant  in  the  county  of  Mason. 
An  act  concerning  William  G.  Hall. 

An  actio  amend  the  act,  entided,  an  act  incorporating  the  Buchanan,  Fincastle  and  Blacksburg  turnpike 
company. 

An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Holiday's  Cove  turnpike  company. 

An  act  to  revive  the  act,  entitled,  an  act  incorporating  the  Sweet  and  Blue  Sulphur  springs  turnpike  company. 
An  act  concerning  the  Newbero  and  Red  Sulphur  springs  turnpike  company. 

An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled,  an  act  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  a  road  from  Ice's  ferry  on  Cheat 
river  to  the  Pennsylvania  line. 

An  act  appointing  trustees  for  the  town  of  New  Market  in  the  county  of  Shenandoah,  and  prescribing  their 
powers  and  duties. 

An  act  to  authorize  a  ferry  from  the  lands  of  William  W.  Wenncr  in  the  county  of  Loudoun,  across  the 
Potomac  river. 

An  act  to  revive  the  act  incorporating  the  Hyco  falls  manufacturing  company. 

An  act  to  regulate  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  suffrage  in  elections  of  trustees  for  the  town  of  Portsmouth. 

An  act  concerning  the  New  Shenandoah  company. 

An  act  amending  the  charier  of  the  Appomattox  coal  mining  company. 

An  act  lo  revive  the  act  to  incorporate  the  Stonewall  iron  manufacturing  company. 

An  act  to  authorize  two  separate  elections  in  the  county  of  Prince  George. 

An  act  incorporating  the  Fallen  creek  manufacturing  company. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Dupuyand  Bryant  coal  mining  company  in  the  county  of  Powhatan. 

An  act  to  incorporate  French's  Hotel  company  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk. 

An  act  lo  change  the  place  of  holding  a  separate  election  in  the  county  of  Nansemond. 

An  act  providing  for  the  payment  to  the  Woodstock,  Strasburg  and  New  Market  academies  in  the  county 
of  Shenandoah  the  proportion  of  the  surplus  literary  fund  allotted  to  those  academics  by  the  school  commis- 
sioners of  the  county. 

An  act  to  incorporate  ihe  town  of  Williamsport  in  the  county  of  Harrison. 

An  act  authorizing  Alexander  H.  Creel  to  establish  a  ferry  across  the  Ohio  river  from  his  land  at  thfi  mouth 
of  Green's  run  in  Wood  county  to  the  opposite  shore. 

An  act  authorizing  the  ballast  master  at  Fredericksburg  to  appoint  assistants. 

An  act  to  revive  and  amend  the  act,  entitled,  an  act  prescribing  the  mode  of  electing  trustees  for  the  town 
of  Covington  in  the  county  of  Alleghany  and  lor  other  purposes. 

An  act  to  revive  the  act,  entitled,  an  act  authorizing  John  Whitakcr  to  erect  a  toll-bridge  across  Peak  creek 
in  the  county  of  Wyihe,  now  Pulaski. 

An  act  to  authorise  a  separate  election  at  the  Buffalo  springs  in  the  county  of  Nelson. 

An  act  incorporating  the  trustees  of  the  Harrisonburg  academy  in  the  county  of  Rockingham. 

An  act  concerning  sales  under  decrees  of  courts  and  the  fees  of  clerks,  and  dispensing  with  refunding 
bonds  to  executors  and  administrators  in  certain  cases. 

An  act  for  the  support  and  education  of  poor  girls  within  this  commonwealth. 

An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Harris  creek  manufacturing  company,  passed 
February  1st,  1832. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Montpelier  marble  company  in  the  county  of  Orange. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled,  an  act  for  the  better  organization  of  the  militia. 

An  act  authorizing  the  confession  of  judgments  in  the  clerk's  office  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  lo  authorize  the  librarian  to  deliver  reports  of  the  court  of  appeals  to  the  judges. 

An  act  incorporating  the  Macon's  mill  and  Cold  Harbour  turnpike  company. 

An  act  concerning  the  public  armory. 

An  act  incorporating  the  Clarksburg  savings  society. 

An  act  to  extend  the  corporate  limits  of  the  town  of  Danville,  in  the  county  of  Pittsylvania. 
An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Hanover  and  Henrico  exploring  and  mining 
company. 

An  act  changing  the  time  for  holding  the  courts  in  ihe  county  of  Roanoke. 
An  act  incorporating  the  trustees  of  the  Blacksburg  female  academy. 

An  act  to  authorize  a  separate  election  in  each  of  the  counties  of  Rappahannock,  Halifax,  Fairfax  and 
Amherst. 

An  act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  fall  term  of  the  circuit  superior  court  of  the  county  of  Goochland, 
and  to  suspend  the  act  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of  the  county  of  Je"" 
An  act  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Norfolk  savings  institution. 


Digitized  by  Google 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  HOUSE  OP  DELEGATES. 


245 


An  act  to  change  the  place  of  holding  a  separate  election  in  the  county  of  Augusta. 

An  act  incorporating  the  New  Market  and  Buffalo  springs  turnpike  company. 

An  act  incorporating  the  Roanoke  circulating  library  company. 

An  act  incorporating  the  Salem  and  Bent  mountain  turnpike  company. 

An  act  providing  for  the  payment  of  slaves  condemned  to  death  or  transportation. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  real  estate  of  Elias  Ely,  and  of  George  Elliott  deceased. 

An  act  incorporating  the  Mercer  manufacturing  company  in  the  county  of  Loudoun. 

An  act  concerning  Peter  Kremer. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Harrison  county  silk  and  agricultural  society. 
An  act  concerning  Edward  II.  Womwell. 

An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road. 
An  act  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company. 
An  act  to  incorporate  the  trustees  of  the  Abingdon  female  academy. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  personal  representatives  of  Adam  Bowyer  deceased,  to  convey  certain  lands  to 
Roger  Gum. 

An  act  amending  the  charter  of  the  Abingdon  academy. 
An  act  incorporating  the  Washington  academy  of  Amelia. 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  A.  Trent  deceased. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  to  issue  a  warrant  in  favour  of  William  D.  Wren,  ad- 
ministrator of  Robert  George  deceased,  in  pursuance  of  a  judgment  of  the  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and 
chancery  for  the  county  of  Henrico  and  city  of  Richmond,  for  revolutionary  services. 

An  act  concerning  the  town  of  Lexington  and  the  Dragon  swamp  canal. 

An  act  authorizing  Ebenezer  Eliason,  William  P.  Eliason  and  Ebenezer  Eliason  jr.  to  construct  a  toll-bridge 
across  the  Rapid  Ann  river  near  Harnett's  ford. 

An  act  authorizing  an  investment  in  lands  in  Missouri  for  the  benefit  of  John  H.  Markle. 

An  act  concerning  the  taking  of  oysters  in  the  counties  of  Mathews  and  Middlesex. 

An  act  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  the  tavern  house  of  John  Mastin,  in  the  county  of  Alleghany. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Jefferson ville,  in  the  county  of  Tazewell. 

An  act  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  the  Little  and  Big  Deep  creek  navigation  company  and  for  other 
purposes. 

An  act  to  change  the  place  of  holding  a  separate  election  in  the  county  of  Botetourt,  and  one  in  the  county 
of  Harrison. 

An  act  regulating  notarial  fees. 

An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  banks. 
An  act  appropriating  the  public  revenue. 

An  act  to  establish  the  town  of  Dranes ville  in  the  county  of  Fairfax. 

An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Portsmouth  and  Roanoke  rail-road  company. 
An  act  concerning  the  government  house. 

An  act  allowing  a  reward  for  killing  grey  foxes  in  the  county  of  Prince  William. 

An  act  transferring  a  sura  of  money,  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  old  James  river  company,  to  the  public 
treasury. 

An  act  directing  the  suspension  of  surveys  and  subscriptions  on  the  part  of  the  state. 
An  act  increasing  the  tolls  of  the  Petersburg,  Greensville  and  Portsmouth  and  Roanoke  raU-road  com- 
panies. 

An  act  making  provisions  for  removing  the  senate  chamber  to  the  first  story  of  the  capital,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

An  act  providing  for  a  temporary  loan  to  meet  the  deficiency  in  the  treasury. 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Levi  A.  Blankenship. 

An  act  to  revive  the  act  to  stay  proceedings  on  executions,  trust  deeds  and  other  demands,  in  cases  of  re- 
fusal to  receive  bank  notes. 

An  act  establishing  the  town  of  Boothsville  in  the  county  of  Harrison. 
An  act  providing  for  the  arrest  and  detention  of  fugitives  of  justice  from  other  states. 
An  act  providing  for  the  reissue  of  certificates  of  state  stock  due  the  Bank  of  Virginia. 
An  act  imposing  taxes  for  the  support  of  government. 

An  act  further  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road. 

An  act  to  authorize  an  increase  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  rail- 
road company,  and  for  other  purposes. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Crutchfield  inform  the  senate  that  the  house  of  delegates  having  finished 
the  business  before  them  arc  now  ready  to  adjourn  sine  die. 
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A  message  from  the  senate  by  Mr.  Carter  : 

Mr.  Speaker— The  senate  have  finished  all  the  business  before  them  and 
the  first  Tuesday  in  December  next 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dorm  a  n  the  house  then  adjourned  tine  die. 


are  now  ready  to  adjourn  until 


ERRATA. 

Journal,  page  140 — in  the  last  report  of  the  joint  committee  in  the  election  of  governor,  for  the  words  and 
figures  "/or  M'DowcU  60,"  read  "/or  M'DoweU  GS." 
194 — at  No.  152,  strike  out  "  root  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crutchfibld  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table," 
and  insert  "  wot  read  a  third  time  and  patied." 


LIST  OF  DELEGATES  FOR  THE  SESSION  OF  1839-40. 


Alleghany, 

Amelia, 

Amherst, 


Bedford, 
Berkeley, 


Brooke, 
Brunswick, 

Buckingham, 

Cabell, 


Caroline, 


Thomas  H.  Bayly, 
Thomas  T.  Cropper. 
Valentine  W.  Southall, 
Thomas  W.  Gilmer. 
Samuel  Carpenter. 
Henry  Wood. 
Edward  A.  Cabell. 
Franklin  M'Cue, 
Gerard  B.  Stuart 
William  Lockridge- 
William  M.  Burwell, 
Thomas  P.  Mitchell. 
Jacob  Myers, 
Edmund  P.  Hunter. 
Joseph  Hannah. 
Jacob  J.  Jackson. 
John  M'Millan. 
William  Meredith, 
Creed  Haskins. 
George  W.  Kyle, 
Thomas  H.  Flood. 
Solomon  Thornburg. 
Richard  H.  Toler, 
Thomas  Fox. 
Robert  B.  Corbin. 


Charles  City  Sf  New  Kent,  Clayton  G.  Coleman. 


Charlotte. 
Chesterfield, 
Clarke  and  Warren, 
Culpeper, 
Cumberland, 
Dinwiddie, 
Elizabeth  City  and  \ 
Warwick,  I 
Essex, 
Fairfax, 
Fauquier, 

Fayette  and  Nicholas, 

Fluvanna, 

Floyd, 

Franklin, 


Wyatt  Cardwell. 
James  H.  Cox. 
Nathaniel  Burwell. 
Edmund  Broadus. 
Allen  Wilson. 
Thomas  Whit  worth. 

Carter  Crafford. 

Lawrence  Roane. 
John  Powell. 
James  K.  Marshall, 
Robert  E.  Scott. 
George  Aldcrson. 
Barrett  G.  Payne. 
John  Howell. 
Samuel  Hale, 
John  Wade. 


Frederick, 

Giles  and 
Gloucester, 


Grayson, 
Greenbrier, 
Greensville, 
Halifax, 

Hampshire, 

Hanover, 
Hardy, 


Henrico, 
Henry, 

Isle  of  Wight, 
James  City,  York  Sf  1 
Williamsburg,  J 
Jefferson, 

Kanawha, 

King  Sf  Queen, 

King  George, 

King  William, 

Lancaster  Sf  Richmond, 

Lee, 

Logan, 

Loudoun, 


Louisa, 
Lunenburg, 
3ladison, 
Marshall, 

Mathews  Sf  Middlesex, 
3Ia«on  Sf  Jackson, 
Mecklenburg, 

Monongalia, 


Robert  L.  Baker, 
Richard  E.  Byrd. 
Charles  King. 


John  Gucrrant. 
John  Carroll. 
Henry  Erskioe. 
Augustine  C. 
Paul  Taylor, 
William  II.  Clark. 
David  Gibson, 
James  Allen. 
William  L.  White. 
William  Seymour. 
George  H.  Lee, 
Edward  J. 
Sherwin  M'Rao. 
William  Hamlett. 
Arthur  Smith. 

John  M.  Gregory. 

William  C.  Worthington, 
Anthony  Kennedy. 
Van  B.  Reynolds. 
David  P.  Wright. 
Edwird  T.  Tayloe. 
William  S.  Fontaine. 
William  H.  Tayloe. 
Joshua  Ewing. 
Anthony  Lawson. 
Lewis  Beard, 
San  ford  J.  Ramey, 
Henry  T.  Harrison. 
Joseph  Lipscomb. 
John  Orgain. 
Robert  A.  Banks. 
•E.  H.  Caldwell. 
John  R.  Taylor. 
Nchemiah  Smith. 
W.  R.  Baskerrille, 
William  O.  Goode. 
John  Clayton, 
James  Evans. 


4  Mr  Caldwell  was  successful  in  hU  contest,  and  succeeded  Mr.  John  Scott,  and  took  his  seat  on  the  10th  January  1640. 
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Montgomery  Sf  Pulaski, 

Morgan, 

Nansemond, 

Nelson, 

Norfolk  Borough, 
Norfolk  County, 


Ni 


Ohio, 
Orange 
Poge, 
Patrick, 
Pendleton, 
Petersburg, 
Pittsylvania, 

Pocahontas, 
Powhatan, 
Preston, 
Prince  Edteard, 
Prinuss  Anne, 
Prince  George, 


Augustas  A.  Chapman. 
William  Wade. 
Henry  Myers. 
•William  D.  Hodges. 
William  Masaic. 
Joseph  T.  Allyn. 
Samuel  Watts, 
William  Etheridge. 
George  T.  Yerby. 
William  B.  Huduall. 
William  Fitzgerald. 
William  M'Connell. 


Jonas  Alesbire. 
John  C.  Staples. 
Harmon  Hiner. 
John  F.  May. 
Whitmell  P.  TunstaJI, 
John  Keen. 
Benjamin  Tallman. 
Jacob  Michaux. 
William  Carroll. 
Nathaniel  E.  Venable. 
William  RotHsrts. 
Henry  G. 


Prince  Willi  am, 
Randolph, 
Rappahannock, 
Richmond  City, 
Roanoke, 


Russell, 
Scott, 


Smyth, 

Southampton, 

Spotlsytvania, 

Staford, 

Surry, 

Sussex, 

Tazevell, 

Tyler, 

Washington, 

Westmoreland, 

Wood, 

Wythe  Se  Pulaski, 


William  Walden. 
Wy  ml  bam  Robertson. 
Henry  Snider. 
Alfred  Ley  burn, 
Charles  P.  Dorman- 
Edward  H.  Smith, 
James  C.  Shipman. 
Henry  D.  Smith. 
Charles  Quillen. 
Raphael  M.  Conn, 


Hiram  A.  GrieTer. 
Robert  Ridley. 
Oscar  H.  Crutchfield. 
Alexander  Pitzhugh. 
James  S.  Clarke. 
John  I.  Prince. 
James  C.  Spoils. 
James  M.  Stephenson. 
Samuel  E.  Good  son. 
William  G.  Walker. 
John  J.  Jackson. 
John  Stanger. 


•  Mr.  Hodges  died  on  the  26th  of  February. 
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ANNUAL  MESSAGE 


GOVERNOR  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH 


AND 


ACCOMPANYING  DOCUMENTS. 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT,  December  2,  1839. 

SIR, 

Enclosed  is  a  communication  to  the  general  assembly,  which  be  pleased  to  lay  before  the  house  of 
delegates. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  CAMPBELL. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 


Fellow-Citizens  or  the  Senate  and  House  of  Delegates: 

In  the  midst  of  some  discouragements  and  disappointments  we  have  strong  motives  for  humble  and  earnest 
thankfulness  to  the  beneficent  dispenser  of  all  good,  for  the  abundance  of  the  productions  of  the  earth  during  the 
present  year  in  every  portion  of  our  country,  and  the  excellent  health  which  the  people  of  our  own  state  have 
generally  enjoyed. 

Great  difficulties  have  attended  the  efforts  to  negotiate  the  loans  authorized  by  law ;  and  it  is  not  probable 
that  within  any  short  time  hereafter  the  money  necessary  to  complete  the  public  works  in  progress  can  be  pro- 
cured by  a  resort  to  loans.  So  great  are  the  discouragements  to  any  new  attempt  to  borrow  on  public  account, 
and  the  rate  of  interest  is  so  high,  that  the  purpose  of  raising  money  in  that  mode  must,  for  the  present  at  least, 
be  abandoned.  Desirable  as  it  is  to  finish  the  works  of  internal  improvement  that  have  been  commenced,  and 
to  undertake  others  no  less  important,  yet  unauthorized,  it  has  become  necessary,  I  fear,  not  only  to  postpone  the 
latter  class,  but  also  to  suspend  some  of  the  former.  In  that  event,  as  this  interesting  branch  of  public  policy 
would  be  recurred  to  again  as  soon  as  a  favourable  change  in  the  times  would  admit,  it  is  the  part  of  prudence 
to  examine  rigidly  into  the  finances  and  to  lay  the  foundations  of  an  ample  fund,  not  only  to  pay  the  interest  of 
the  state  debt,  but  to  extinguish  the  principal,  and  of  any  addition  to  it  which  the  general  assembly  may  here- 
after authorize. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  it  has  become  my  duty  to  communicate  to  the  general  assembly  another  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  in  almost  every  state  in  the  Union,  as  it  is  understood,  except  New  York 
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and  some  of  the  states  to  the  north  of  it.  The  suspension  commenced  with  the  banks  of  Philadelphia,  and  was 
soon  followed  by  many  others  to  the  south  and  west  as  far  as  I  have  heard,  including  all  the  banks,  as  is  believed, 
of  this  state,  except  those  at  Wheeling  and  a  branch  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Portsmouth.  As  soon  as  the  re- 
port reached  mc,  my  attention  without  delay  was  directed  to  the  acts  regulating  the  banks  of  this  slate,  to  ascer- 
tain what  measures,  under  such  a  state  of  things,  might  be  required  of  the  executive  to  be  taken. 

Uy  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  establishing  general  regulations  for  the  incorporation  of  banks,  passed 
March  22,  1837,  it  is  provided,  "  That  the  bills  or  notes  of  all  banks  hereafter  chartered,  originally  made  pay- 
able on  demand,  or  which  shall  have  become  payable  on  demand,  in  gold  and  silver  coin,  shall  be  receivable  in 
all  payments  to  this  commonwealth  ;  but  if  any  such  bank  shall  at  any  lime  fail  or  refuse  to  redeem  its  notes  in 
gold  or  silver  coin,  its  bills  or  notes  shall  be  no  longer  receivable  as  aforesaid  ;  and  the  governor  for  the  time 
being  is  hereby  authorized  antl  required,  by  proclamation,  to  declare  the  fact,  and  forthwith  to  prohibit  the  notes 
of  said  bank  to  be  received  in  payment  of  any  money  due  to  the  commonwealth ;  and  if  the  said  bank  shall  be 
one  in  which  any  portion  of  the  public  revenue  shall  be  deposited,  the  governor  shall  cause  the  said  deposites 
standing  in  the  said  bank  lo  the  credit  of  the  commonwealth,  or  any  of  the  public  funds,  to  be  removed  there- 
from to  some  specie  paying  bank,  or  to  some  other  place  of  safety." 

It  will  be  perceived  from  this  provision  that  on  the  happening  of  a  certain  contingency  therein  described,  it 
is  made  the  duty  of  the  governor  to  do  two  things  :  Grst,  to  issue'his  proclamation  declaring  the  fact  of  suspen- 
sion, and  prohibiting  the  notes  of  "  said  bank"  (so  suspending  specie  payments)  from  being  received  in  payment 
of  any  money  due  lo  the  commonwealth  ;  secondly,  to  cause  the  deposites  of  the  public  revenue  in  "the  said 
bank"  to  be  removed  therefrom  to  some  specie  paying  bank,  or  to  some  other  place  of  safety.  Both  of  these  acts 
are  required  to  be  performed  by  the  governor  on  the  happening  of  the  contingency  contemplated  in  the  statute  ; 
for  both,  it  will  be  seen,  are  placed  by  the  terms  of  the  law  on  precisely  the  same" footing.  The  very  grave  and 
important  character  of  the  consequences  to  flow  from  cither  or  both  of  them,  whether  regard  be  had  to  the  ease 
and  convenience  of  the  people  in  meeting  the  public  burthens,  the  safe-keeping  and  collection  of  the  public  re- 
venue, or  the  general  operations  of  the  treasury  in  conducting  the  public  finances  and  upholding  the  public 
credit — all  these  considerations  made  it  incumbent  on  the  executive  to  seek  carefully  the  intentions  of  the  legis- 
lature as  to  the  nature  of  the  contingency  contemplated  by  them,  and  on  which  such  important  consequences 
were  to  depend.  A  diversity  of  opinion  existing  as  to  the  true  construction  of  the  act  of  1S37  in  this  respect,  I 
called  on  the  attorney  general  for  his  opinion,  which  is  herewith  communicated  to  the  general  assembly.  It  will 
be  seen  that  that  officer  slated,  as  the  result  of  his  reflections  on  the  subject,  and  of  a  careful  examination  of  the 
law,  that  he  was  strongly  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  "the  law  intended  to  provide  for  a  case  in  which  one  or 
more  banks  had  suspended  specie  payments,  while  others  continued  to  pay  specie  ;"  and  that  the  duties  required 
of  the  governor  were  to  be  performed  in  case  of  a  partial  and  not  a  general  suspension  of  the  banks. 

The  suspension  which  has  taken  place  being  almost  a  general  one,  including,  it  is  understood,  all  the  banks 
in  the  commonwealth,  except  those  at  Wheeling  and  the  branch  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Portsmouth,  there  could 
no  longer  be  room  for  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  executive  refraining  from  any  action  on  the  occasion,  if 
the  opinion  intimated  by  the  law  officer  of  the  state  be  the  true  construction  of  the  act  of  1S37.  The  least  that 
could  be  said  under  the  influence  of  so  respectable  an  authority  was,  that  it  is  at  all  events  a  case  of  doubtful 
construction :  and  the  public  convenience  in  all  such  cases  being  held  a  sound  rule  of  interpretation,  as  furnish- 
ing the  most  probable  clue  to  the  intentions  of  the  legislature,  1  could  not  but  give  very  great  weight  in  forming 
my  own  judgment  on  the  subject  to  the  obvious  and  distressing  consequences  to  the  public  at  large,  which  would 
result  from  prohibiting  the  receipt  of  bank  notes,  forming  as  they  do  the  general  and  almost  sole  currency  of  the 
country  at  the  present  moment,  and  demanding  specie  alone  in  payment  of  the  public  dues.  The  consequence 
must  have  been  either  that  that  portion  of  the  revenue  which  remained  to  be  collected,  probably  one  half,  would 
not  be  collected  at  all,  or  if  its  collection  were  coerced  by  the  stern  process  of  the  law,  aud  that  too  wit  Inn  so 
short  an  interval  before  the  period  fixed  for  the  entire  payment  of  the  revenue  into  the  treasury,  a  ruinous  sacri- 
fice of  property  would  have  taken  place,  greater  in  all  probability  than  has  been  witnessed  at  any  time  since 
the  revolution.  And  to  what  end  would  these  specie  collections  have  been  wrung  from  the  people,  at  the  cost 
of  so  great  and  distressing  a  sacrifice  of  property  ?  According  to  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  general,  founded 
on  the  positive  provisions  of  the  law  of  1829,  regulating  the  mode  of  paying  money  into  the  treasury,  merely  that 
they  should  pass  into  the  vaults  of  non-specie  paying  banks  which  would  have  given  out  paper  only  in  return  ; 
for  the  banks,  it  must  be  rememl>ered,  are  no  more  obliged  to  pay  specie  on  the  demands  of  the  commonwealth 
and  its  creditors  than  on  those  of  private  individuals.  All  the  distress  of  these  specie  exactions,  then,  would 
have  been  visited  upon  the  people,  without  any  countervailing  advantage  to  the  government  or  the  common- 
wealth. 

On  turning  to  the  other  branch  of  the  duty  imposed  on  the  governor  by  the  act  of  1837,  in  the  contingency 
therein  described,  to  wit,  that  of  removing  the  deposits  of  the  public  revenue  from  the  banks  wherein  they  are 
placed  by  law  to  some  specie  paying  bank  or  other  place  of  safety,  other,  and  if  possible,  still  more  serious 
difficulties  presented  themselves,  which  gave  great  adiiitional  weight  to  the  opinion  that  the  contingency  describ- 
ed in  the  act  could  not  have  been  intended  to  refer  to  a  general  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  all  the  banks, 
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or  if  it  did,  that  the  execution  of  the  act  in  the  state  of  things  which  had  arisen  was  plainly  impracticable. 
There  being  no  specie  paying  bank  in  the  state,  if  die  public  moneys  were  removed  from  the  banks  in  which 
tbey  are  now  deposited  by  law,  they  must  have  been  removed  to  some  place  of  safely  other  than  a  bank.  But 
to  have  done  that  in  the  existing  state  of  the  law,  would  have  produced  a  complete  suspension  of  all  the  opera- 
tions of  the  public  treasury, — a  consequence  which  could  not  be  presumed  to  have  been  contemplated  or  intend- 
ed by  the  legislature.  As  the  law  now  stands,  regulating  the  receipts  and  payments  of  the  public  moneys,  no 
money  can  be  received  into  the  treasury  but  on  certificates  of  payment  first  made  into  bank,  given  by  the 
officers  of  the  banks,  which  are  constituted  by  law  the  depositories  of  the  public  revenue;  nor  can  any  money 
be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  but  by  checks  drawn  on  those  banks.  The  act  of  1S37,  while  it  authorizes  and 
requires  the  governor  in  a  certain  contingency  to  remove  the.  public  moneys  from  those  banks,  neither  repeals 
the  general  provisions  of  the  law  above  referred  to,  nor  provides  any  new  mode  by  which  money  may  be  receiv- 
ed into  or  paid  out  of  the  treasury. 

The  whole  of  our  existing  legislation  on  that  subject  is  comprehended  in  the  net  passed  the  lGth  of  February 
1S29,  "  prescribing  the  mode  of  paying  the  public  moneys  into  and  out  of  the  treasury."  By  the  first  section  of 
that  act  it  is  provided  that  "all  moneys  due  and  payable  to  the  commonwealth,  &c,  shall  be  paid  into  the  bank 
of  Virginia  or  Farmers  bank  of  Virginia  in  the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed,  and  not  otherwise."  The  manner 
is  then  prescribed  as  follows: — The  person  "liable  to  pay"  is  first  to  obtain  a  warrant  from  the  auditor  of  pub- 
lie  accounts,  or  the  second  auditor,  directing  the  treasurer  to  receive  the  money.  The  treasurer  is  then  to  make 
an  order  upon  the  warrant,  directing  the  proper  officer  of  one  of  the  banks  to  receive  the  same.  The  certificate 
of  the  bank  officer,  that  the  money  is  paid,  is  brought  to  the  treasurer,  who  then  gives  a  receipt  for  the  money. 
This  receipt  is  carried  to  the  auditor,  and  he  gives  a  discharge.  The  second  section  enacts  that  if  any  person 
sholl  pay  any  public  money  whatsoever  to  the  treasurer,  otherwise  than  according  to  the  provisions  aforesaid,  he 
shall  remain  liable  therefor  as  if  he  had  not  paid  it.  The  third  section  provides  that  all  public  moneys  shall 
be  kept  in  the  banks  aforesaid  in  the  name  of  the  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth ;  and  the  fourth,  that  the  trea- 
surer shall  have  no  authority  to  draw  any  money  standing  to  his  credit  aforesaid  in  either  bank,  except  by  his 
check  drawn  on  a  warrant  issued  by  one  of  the  auditors. 

This  law,  it  will  doubtless  be  recollected  by  the  general  assembly,  was  passed  upon  great  deliberation,  alter 
experience  had  demonstrated  the  defectiveness  and  insecurity  of  former  regulations  on  the  subject,  and  was 
intended  to  introduce  and  establish  an  entirely  new  system  in  the  receipt,  safe-keeping  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  moneys.  It  is  emphatically  the  organic  law  of  the  public  treasury  in  Virginia;  and  until  repealed  or 
modified  by  the  legislature,  the  only  competent  authority,  it  must  be  regarded  as  a  binding  rule  of  action  to  the 
public  officers  and  all  others  concerned. 

This,  then,  being  the  existing  state  of  the  law,  let  it  be  supposed  that  it  had  been  determined  to  remove  the 
public  moneys  from  the  banks,  under  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  of  1837 — where  were  they  to  be  placed  for 
safe-keeping  and  due  administration?  In  the  custody  of  the  treasurer,  as  the  legal  and  responsible  fiscal  officer 
of  the  commonwealth — would  naturally  occur  as  the  answer.  But  the  treasurer,  it  will  be  seen  from  his  letter 
herewith  submitted,  accompanied  by  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  general,  whose  advice  he  required,  would  not 
have  considered  himself  at  liberty  to  take  possession  of  the  public  moneys  in  case  of  their  removal,  regarding 
fats  custody  of  them  to  be  inhibited  by  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  law  of  1820,  the  leading  object  and  policy  of 
which  were  to  place  the  public  moneys  out  of  the  custody  and  beyond  the  control  which  that  officer  had  formerly 
held  over  them.  If  any  other  place  of  deposit  could  have  been  found,  the  public  moneys  there  would  have  been 
wholly  withmt  legal  safeguard  or  protection  ;  for  the  treasurer  declares  he  "would  consider  them  in  that  case" 
out  of  the  treasury.  How,  too,  could  public  money  have  been  paid  into  or  out  of  this  new  place  of  deposit,  if 
such  an  one  had  been  found  and  designated  by  the  governor.  The  law  of  1829,  it  has  been  seen,  expressly 
prohibits  the  rpceiptof  public  money  into  the  treasury  except  through  the  banks,  and  in  like  manner  prevents 
any  payment  from  being  made  by  the  treasurer,  otherwise  than  by  checks  drawn  on  the  banks.  No  other  mode 
has  been  prescribed  or  authorized  by  law,  and  the  executive  could  have  prescribed  none  without  an  unwarranted 
assumption  of  legislative  power.  The  removal  of  the  public  moneys  from  the  banks,  and  the  establishment  of 
a  new  place  of  deposit  by  the  governor  in  this  state  of  things,  must  then  have  been  entirely  nugntory,  or  have 
involved,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  a  total  stoppage  in  the  operations  of  the  treasury  both  as  to  receipts  and 
disbursements. 

Tbe*e  are  some  of  the  insuperable  embarrassments  which  would  hnve  attended  an  attempt,  in  the  present 
state  of  things,  to  execute  the  contingent  authority  given  to  the  governor  by  the  net  of  1837.  They  brought  my 
mind  to  the  conclusion  that  a  general  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  all  the  banks  was  not  such  a  contin- 
gency as  that  act  contemplated,  or  if  it  were,  that  the  execution  of  its  provisions  was  impracticable  without  a 
farther  exercise  of  legislative  authority.  I  have  deemed  it,  therefore,  most  in  harmony  with  the  constitutional 
duties  of  the  executive  department,  as  well  as  most  consistent  with  the  intentions  of  the  legislature  and  the  ge- 
neral interest  of  the  people  and  the  commonwealth,  to  submit  the  whole  matter,  as  I  now  do,  to  the  general  as- 
sembly, to  be  disposed  of  by  them  as  they  in  their  wisdom  shall  judge  best  for  the  common  good. 
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Your  attention  is  again  most  respectfully  invited  to  the  subject  of  common  schools.  The  incalculable  im- 
portance of  a  judicious  system  of  popular  instruction  to  the  best  interests  of  society,  will  be  my  justification  for 
pressing  it  upon  you  so  often.  In  a  former  communication,  I  suggested  that  the  plan  of  general  education  should 
embrace  not  only  the  instruction  of  the  entire  youth  of  the  country,  but  a  gradual  increase  of  well  qualified  and 
experienced  teachers.  Further  enquiries  have  led  me  to  the  conclusion  that  provision  for  qualifying  teachers 
ought  to  precede  the  organization  of  schools.  In  some  of  I  lie  states,  and  in  other  countries  where  they  have  been 
engaged  in  establishing  common  schools,  the  greatest  difficulty  which  they  have  had  to  encounter  in  the  com- 
mencement has  been  in  obtaining  properly  qualified  teachers.  And  until  the  inducements  to  qualify  themselves 
and  the  facilities  for  so  doing,  are  greatly  multiplied,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  they  will  be  found  among  our- 
selves. 

It  is  not  to  l>e  questioned  that  the  diffusion  of  sound  education  is  of  the  last  importance  to  the  well  being  of 
society.  Indeed,  we  arc  solemnly  admonished  that  the  safety  of  life  and  property  in  our  country  depends  upon 
the  proper  training  and  educating  of  our  youth.  When  man'becomes  the  master  of  his  own  political  destiny,  it 
is  not  rational  to  suppose  that  he  will  give  to  it  a  proper  direction  without  knowledge  of  the  power  committed  to 
his  keeping,  and  of  the  consequences  that  attend  its  abuse. 

Should  you  not  deem  it  advisable  to  do  more  at  the  present  session,  let  mc  press  upon  you  the  necessity  of 
making  provision  for  the  preparation  of  good  teachers.  1  would  also  urge  that  a  competent  person  beappoiuted 
to  visit  the  different  counties,  examine  into  the  actual  coudilion  of  the  schools  in  each  and  report  to  a  future 
legislature  the  result  of  this  examination.  The  general  assembly  would  then  be  enabled  to  act  with  a  full  and 
correct  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  and  state  of  education  in  the  commonwealth. 

During  the  past  summer,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  personally  inspecting  the  Western  lunatic  asylum  at 
Staunton,  accompanied  to  the  institution  by  the  physician,  whose  untiring  efforts  to  improve  its  usefulness  are 
worthy  of  the  highest  commendation.  I  was  gratified,  in  passing  through  all  the  buildings,  to  observe  the  order 
and  neatness  which  pervaded  the  whole  establishment,  and  the  comfort  of  its  inmates.  I  was  especially  grati- 
fied to  learn  the  number  of  insane  persons  that  had  within  the  last  year  or  two  been  cured  and  discharged,  to 
return  again  to  their  homes,  their  families  and  friends.  The  very  important  intelligence  was  communicated 
that  of  twenty  persons  brought  to  the  asylum  since  the  report  of  1838,  afflicted  with  recent  insanity,  sixteen  bad 
been  cured  and  discharged,  two  were  rapidly  recovering,  and  the  other  two  were  so  much  improved  as  to  in- 
duce the  hope  that  they  also  will  recover;  whilst  of  the  cases  of  long  standing,  although  many  have  been  greatly 
meliorated,  but  few  have  been  restored.  In  view  of  these  facts  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  our  asylums  are  not 
sufficiently  spacious  to  receive  all  of  this  unfortunate  class,  and  that  their  friends  do  not  convey  them  thither  as 
soon  as  their  malady  becomes  known.  That  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  as  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  best  informed 
physicians  on  the  subject  that  nine-tenths  of  all  who  may  be  afflicted  with  insanity  might  be  cured  if  promptly 
attended  to. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  the  last  general  assembly,  I  have  received  a  communication  from  the  governor  of 
Maine,  forwarding  certain  resolutions,  adopted  by  the  legislature  of  that  state  in  relation  to  the  public  domain, 
which  I  now  lay  before  you. 

In  my  last  annual  message,  I  had  occasion  to  state  somewhat  at  large  my  views  on  this  interesting  and  im- 
portant subject.  Subsequent  reflection  has  but  served  to  confirm  them,  and  to  induce  me  very  earnestly  to  call 
j-our  attention  again  to  the  magnitude  and  urgency  of  the  considerations  which  belong  to  it.  Reference  to  my 
former  views  will  shew  that  my  opinions  are  in  some  respects  widely  different  from  those  entertained  by  the 
legislature  of  Maine,  at  least  as  to  the  best  practicable  mode  of  devoting  the  public  lands  to  the  common  benefit 
of  all  the  states. 

That  the  public  lands  were  acquired  by  purchase  out  of  the  common  funds  of  the  Union,  or  are  by  cession 
held  as  a  common  fund,  may  be  readily  conceded,  and  is  indeed  earnestly  insisted  on  by  mc.  1  agree  also  that 
no  better  means  can  be  perceived  of  applying  them  to  the  common  benefit,  so  as  to  relieve  each  state  from  so 
much  of  its  proportion  of  the  common  charge  than  the  appropriation  of  their  proceeds  to  the  expenditures  of  the 
general  government,  if  the  slates  were  in  point  of  fact  relieved  thereby  from  taxation  to  an  equivalent  amount. 

But  notwithstanding  the  enormous  increase  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  during  the  last 
five  or  six  years,  and  the  continually  diminishing  rale  of  impost,  it  has  not  been  found  that  the  aggregate  amount 
of  revenue  from  other  sources  than  the  public  lands  has  been  diminished,  or  that  the  states  have  been  relieved 
from  taxation  to  an  amount  equivalent,  or  any  thing  like  equivalent,  to  those  proceeds.  On  the  contrary,  the 
expenditures  of  the  general  government  seem  to  keep  pace  with  the  increasing  revenue,  and  even  to  go  beyond 
it.  The  inevitable  tendency  of  a  superabundant  revenue  and  an  overflowing  treasury  seems  to  have  been,  as  it 
is  natural  to  suppose  it  always  will  be,  to  encourage  and  invite  not  only  liberal  but  extravagantly  prodigal  and 
excessive  expenditures.  And  there  is  always  danger,  in  such  circumstances,  that  the  appropriations  of  public 
money  may  not  only  bo  poured  out  in  too  large  and  abundant  currents,  but  may  find  vent  through  unaccus- 
tomed channels,  making  serious  breaches  in  the  barriers  of  the  constitution. 

So  long  as  the  income  of  the  federal  government  arising  from  imposts  cannot  be  kept  within  the  limits  of 
what  is  necessary  for  ordinary  and  legitimate  expenditure  upon  an  economical  scale,  to  swell  the  amount  by  the 
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addition  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  instead  of  relieving  the  states  from  taxation,  only  leads 
to  tho  appropriation  of  the  revenue  to  local  objects  extremely  partial  in  their  benefits,  doubtful  in  policy,  and 
very  often  more  than  doubtful  in  respect  of  constitutional  authority. 

This  is  not  mere  theory  and  speculation,  but  historical  experience,  as  lamentable  as  it  is  authentic. 

Readily  concurring  in  the  sentiment  that  it  is  highly  objectionable  on  grounds  of  expediency  and  power,  to 
raise  money  by  taxation  direct  or  indirect,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  it  again  among  the  states — yet 
whenever  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  hinds  are  not  needed  for  the  proper  and  necessary  expenses  of  the 
general  government,  I  cannot  see  how  they  can  be  so  well  applied  to  the  common  benefit  of  all  the  states  as  by 
distributing  them  among  the  slates  in  some  just  and  equitable  proportion.  And  before  making  such  distribu- 
tion, 1  think  justice  demands  that  compensation  be  rendered  to  the  old  states  for  the  liberal  grants  to  the  states 
in  which  the  lands  are  situated,  and  a  sufficient  portion  of  the  lands  or  their  proceeds  be  fairly  and  fully  applied 
to  the  extinguishment  of  the  unsatisfied  claims  of  the  soldiers  of  the  revolution,  by  whose  patriotic  toil  and  hardy 
valour  the  conquest  of  a  large  portion  of  them  was  achieved. 

I  cannot  persuade  myself  that  the  proposition  to  confine  the  sales  to  actual  settlers,  and  especially  if  the 
present  minimum  is  to  be  made  the  maximum  price  for  the  public  lands,  can  be  regarded  as  consistent  with  sound 
policy  or  consonant  with  the  rights  of  the  parties  in  tho  contract  by  which  the  disposition  of  this  property  was 
entrusted  to  the  congress  of  the  United  States.  Such  a  system  would,  I  respectfully  submit,  be  productive  of 
no  good  to  counterbalance  the  serious  mischiefs  it  would  tend  to  produce.  It  might  occasion  an  unnatural  and 
artificial  stimulus  to  emigration,  and  thus  draw  off  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  western  states  a  large  portion  of  that 
hardy  "yeomanry,"  who  are  as  much  the  pride  and  reliance  of  the  country  here  as  they  would  be  there.  It 
might  increase  with  even  greater  rapidity  than  has  yet  been  seen,  the  population  of  the  new  at  the  expense  of 
that  of  the  old  states.  It  might  depreciate  the  value  of  our  lands  in  the  southern  states,  and  diminish  the  amount 
of  our  products.  It  might,  by  diminishing  the  supply  of  labour,  increase  its  wages  for  a  season  so  high  that  the 
northern  manufacturer  would,  unless  protected  by  a  high  tariff,  abandon  his  pursuit,  and  then  so  far  labour  would 
gel  no  wages  because  it  could  get  no  employment.  This  new  system  for  disposing  of  the  public  lands  might 
produce  effects  such  as  these,  and  would  I  think  certainly  tend  to  produce  them  ;  but  surely  they  are  not  results 
such  as  a  statesman,  philanthropist,  or  republican  can  contemplate  as  desirable,  and  such  as  he  ought  to  be  wil- 
ling to  aid  in  accomplishing. 

The  common  right  of  all  the  states  to  the  benefit  of  the  public  lands  as  a  fund  which  is  the  common  pro- 
perty of  the  whole,  can  surely  not  be  respected  by  selling  their  common  property  at  an  inadequate  price ;  and 
it  is  not  possible  without  a  solecism  to  pretend  that  a  partial,  unequal  and  unjust  disposition  of  them  is  avoided 
by  selling  them  at  such  inadequate  price,  and  at  the  same  time  excluding  the  citizens  of  at  least  two-thirds  of 
all  the  states  altogether  from  the  opportunity  of  purchasing  them. 

It  is  wholly  in  conflict  with  my  notions  of  national  policy,  justice  and  right,  for  congress  to  dispose  of  these 
lands  by  any  system  of  laws  which,  while  they  sacrifice  the  property  at  a  price  much  below  its  value,  enhance 
the  growth  and  prosperity  of  one  portion  of  the  states  at  the  expense  and  to  the  manifest  injury  of  the  rest.  I 
cannot  but  regard  such  system  as  being  in  violation  of  the  sacred  trust  under  which  this  property  was  confided 
to  congress,  and  no  better  warranted  by  the  terms  or  spirit  of  the  acts  of  cession  and  the  genius  of  our  confe- 
deracy, than  it  would  be  for  congress  to  cede  the  lands  to  the  states  in  which  they  are  situated,  and  at  once  and 
absolutely  to  recognize  their  exclusive  right  to  the  propertv  and  dominion  of  the  public  domain. 

I  have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  state  the  reflections  which  have  occurred  to  my  mind  in  reference  to  the 
opinions  declared  by  the  legislature  of  Maine.  I  submit  them  to  be  judged  and  disposed  of  as  you  may  deem 
most  fit  and  proper. 

A  vacancy  has  occurred  in  the  command  of  the  second  division  of  tho  militia  by  the  resignation  of  major 
general  William  Madison,  which  I  communicate  in  order  that  it  may  be  filled.  It  becomes  my  painful  duty  also 
to  inform  you  of  the  death  of  William  Daniel,  a  judge  of  the  general  court,  elected  and  assigned  to  the  eighth 
circuit  and  fourth  district  of  the  superior  courts  of  law  and  chancery.  In  his  death  the  commonwealth  has  lost 
an  able  and  faithful  public  officer,  and  society  one  of  its  most  valuable  members. 

I  transmit  a  communication  from  the  adjutant  general,  accompanied  by  a  return  of  the  militia  for  the  year 
1839,  and  also  lay  before  you  the  report  of  the  visitors  of  «'  The  Virginia  Military  Institute, "  lately  organized  at 
the  arsenal  near  the  town  of  Lexington  in  Rockbridge  county  under  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  the  general  as- 
sembly. You  will  be  gratified  to  learn,  as  you  will  do  from  the  report,  that  this  school  has  commenced  under 
the  most  favourable  auspices  as  to  its  future  usefulness,  and  that  nothing  is  wanting  to  carry  out  the  enlightened 
views  of  the  legislature  but  a  small  additional  appropriation. 

I  transmitted  to  the  general  assembly  at  its  last  session  the  proceedings  of  the  legislature  of  Georgia  in  rela- 
tion to  an  unsuccessful  demand  by  the  executive  of  that  state  upon  the  governor  of  the  state  of  Maine  for  the 
surrender  of  certain  persons  charged  with  the  crime  of  secretly  and  feloniously  carrying  away  a  slave  from  the 
state  of  Georgia. 

Uninformed  of  the  particular  grounds  on  which  the  demand  was  disregarded  by  the  executive  of  Maine,  I 
supposed  that  the  authority  of  the  state  of  Georgia  to  make  such  a  demand  was  of  the  most  indisputable  vali- 
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dily.  I  thought  also  that  the  obligation  of  compliance,  when  all  the  preliminary  forms  were  observed,  was 
placed  beyond  controversy  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  I  ventured  to  indulge  and  express  the  hope 
and  belief  that  upon  these  general  propositions  there  could  not  be  any  division  of  opinion  any  where  in  the 
Union,  resting,  as  I  supposed  they  did,  upon  the  plain  terms  and  undeniable  intent  of  the  constitution. 

I  regret  to  have  to  communicate  to  you  that  in  these  confident  expectations  I  find  myself  undeceived  in  a 
mode  nnd  from  a  quarter  which  dispels  my  confident  belief  that  the  interpretation  of  the  constitution  deemed  by  me 
so  manifest  would  be  acquiesced  in,  and  makes  it  necessary  for  us  to  enquire  whether  any  and  what  means  we 
must  resort  to  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  enjoyment  01  those  rights  and  that  safety  which  the  constitution 
was  supposed  to  furnish.  During  my  absence  from  the  seat  of  government  in  the  summer,  a  demand  was  made 
upon  the  governor  of  New  York  by  the  lieutenant  governor  of  this  commonwealth  for  the  surrender  of  three  per- 
sous  charged  by  affidavit  with  having  feloniously  stolen  and  carried  away  from  the  state  of  Virginia  a  negro 
slave,  the  property  of  a  citizen  of  the  borough  of  Norfolk  in  this  stale. 

These  men  (being  found  in  the  harbour  of  New  York,  with  the  negro  alleged  to  have  been  stolen  concealed 
in  the  hold  of  the  vessel  in  which  he  was  carried  away  from  the  port  of  Norfolk)  were  arrested  for  the  purposr 
of  awaiting  the  demand  of  the  executive  of  this  state  for  their  surrender  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  act  of 
congress.  The  demand  was  made,  and  the  governor  of  New  York,  waiving  some  technical  objections  of  form 
which  might  have  been  easily  obviated,  refused  to  comply  with  the  demand  of  the  executive  of  this  state  upon 
the  broad  and  undisguised  denial  of  his  obligation  to  deliver  up  any  person  charged  with  a  felony  or  crime  in 
stealing  a  slave. 

1  send  herewith  the  correspondence  between  the  executive  of  this  state  and  that  of  New  York  upon  the 
subject. 

To  remove  all  possible  doubt  of  the  principles  on  which  the  governor  of  New  York  has  refused  to  perform 
what  I  regard,  with  all  proper  respect  for  his  opinions,  as  a  plain  and  manifest  constitutional  duty,  I  will  quote 
from  his  letters  to  the  lieutenant  governor  so  much  as  is  necessary  to  exhibit  his  conclusions. 

He  says  :  "  Admitting  the  affidavit  to  be  sufficient  in  form  and  substance  to  charge  the  defendants  with  the 
crime  of  stealing  a  negro  slave  from  his  master  in  the  stale  of  Virginia  as  defined  by  ihc  laws  of  lhat  state,  yet 
in  my  opinion  ihc  offence  is  not  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. " 

The  executive  of  New  York  then  admits  that  the  words  employed  in  the  constitution,  "treason,  felony  or 
other  crime,  " — "  are  very  comprehensive ; " — 14  that  citizens  of  the  state  on  which  the  requisition  is  made  are  lia- 
ble to  be  surrendered  as  well  as  citizens  of  the  state  making  the  demand  ;  " — "  that  the  executive  upon  whom  the 
demand  is  made  has  no  legal  right  to  refuse  compliance,  if  the  offence  charged  is  an  act  of  '  treason,  felony  or 
other  crime, '  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution. "  He  then  expresses  the  opinion  that  it  is  not  "  competent 
for  any  state  at  its  pleasure  to  declare  an  act  to  be  treason,  felony  or  crime,  so  as  to  bring  it  within  the  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution  and  that  "the  provision  applies  only  to  those  acts  which,  if  committed  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  state  in  which  the  person  accused  is  found,  would  be  treasonable,  felonious  or  criminal  by  the 
laws  of  that  state. " 

After  a  train  of  reasoning  in  vindication  of  these  novel  and  extraordinary  positions,  which  I  do  not  mean 
to  notice  farther  than  to  express  the  opinion  that  it  is  wholly  unsatisfactory  and  inconclusive,  the  governor  o>" 
New  York  proceeds  to  say  "  lhat  there  is  no  law  of  the  state  of  New  York  which  recognizes  sfavcry — no 
statute  which  admits  lhat  one  man  can  be  the  property  of  another,  or  that  one  man  can  be  stolen  from  another;  " 
and  that  the  common  law  which  is  in  force  in  New  York  does  not  recognize  slavery,  nor  make  the  act  of  which 
the  parties  are  accused  in  this  case  either  felonious  or  criminal.  He  therefore  concludes  "  that  the  offence  is 
not  a  felony,  nor  a  crime  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution  ; "  and  he  refuses  to  surrcuder  the  persons 
charged. 

I  have  thought  it  proper  thus  succinctly  and  in  his  own  language  to  state  the  grounds  on  which  the  governor 
of  New  York  has  refused  io  comply  wilh  the  demand  made  upon  him,  in  order  that  the  general  assembly  may 
clearly  sec  the  whole  extent  of  the  startling  and  dangerous  doctrines  broached  by  a  high  functionary  to  whom 
is  entrusted  the  execution  of  one  of  the  most  salutary  and  conservative  provisions  of  the  constitution.  The 
construction  he  has  put  upon  the  clause  of  the  constitution  containing  this  provision  is  one  that  cannot  be  acqui- 
esced in  or  submitted  to.  If  persisted  in  and  acted  upon  by  the  northern  states,  it  must  disturb  the  harmony 
and  amicable  relations  heretofore  so  happily  existing  between  the  states  ;  and  if  maintained  by  only  one  single 
state,  it  must  make  lhat  state  a  refuge  for  all  the  felons  and  criminals  who  flee  from  justice  in  any  of  the  southern 
states,  after  committing  there  crimes  the  most  destructive  to  their  property,  the  most  dangerous  to  their  safety, 
and  the  most  odious  to  their  laws.  If  the  governor  of  New  York  is  right,  he  is  bound  not  only  to  protect  those 
who  steal  our  slaves,  but  those  who  incite  and  assist  them  to  abscond  from  their  masters — those  who  by  sedi- 
tious speeches  and  writings  stir  them  up  to  make  rebellion  or  insurrection,  or  persuade  them  lhat  they  are  ille- 
gally held  in  bondage,  and  may  lawfully  resort  to  all  means  necessary  to  rid  themselves  of  its  yoke. 

Under  iho  sanction  of  this  new  reading  of  the  constitution,  the  incendiary  abolitionists  may  send  their  mis- 
sionaries and  emissaries  into  the  southern  states,  secure  of  protection  and  immunity  if  tbey  can  escape  detec- 
tion until  they  reach  some  state  whose  laws  do  not  recognize  slavery. 
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Such  an  interpretation  of  the  constitution  is  incompatible  with  the  rights,  and  destructive  of  the  safety  of 
all  the  states  holding  slaves.  None  of  the  fanatic  doctrines  or  disorganizing  practices  of  the  abolitionists  are  so 
well  calculated  to  endanger  the  security  of  our  property  or  to  jeopardize  the  tranquillity  and  hazard  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Union.  It  is  impossible  that  the  Union  can  continue  long,  if  the  opinion  should  be  generally  adopted 
by  the  states  where  there  are  no  slaves,  that  our  laws  recognizing  the  existence  of  slavery  and  of  properly  in 
slaves  are  not  to  be  regarded  in  executing  the  provision  of  the  constitution  for  the  surrender  of  fugitives  from 
justice. 

If  any  confirmation  were  wanting  of  the  proper  interpretation  of  the  constitution  on  this  subject,  it  would 
be  abundantly  found  in  a  reference  to  the  known  condition  of  the  states  of  the  Union  in  regard  to  the  institution 
of  slavery,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution. 

In  more  than  one  half  certainly,  and  perhaps  in  nearly  all  the  states  at  that  time,  and  in  the  state  of  New 
York  itself,  the  institution  of  slavery  existed.  The  right  of  property  in  slaves  was  known  by  all  to  exist ;  and 
there  is  no  question,  in  all  the  slavcholding  states  there  were  statutes  punishing  any  interference  with  that  recog- 
nized right  of  property,  or  with  the  master's  authority  and  control  over  his  slaves,  full  as  severely  as  our  lawt 
now  do.  In  this  state,  as  early  as  1753,  our  laws  made  the  stealing  a  slave  a  capital  felony.  The  parties  to 
the  constitutional  compact  entered  into  the  Union  with  full  knowledge  of  each  other's  domestic  institutions  in 
this  respect,  and  formed  this  close  and  intimate  union  and  made  provision  for  their  mutual  security  and  protec- 
tion in  reference  to  these  known  existing  institutions.  When,  therefore,  in  the  same  article  and  same  section  of 
the  constitution,  it  was  provided  that  fugitives  from  justice,  and  fugitive  slaves  should  be  delivered  up,  it  is  little 
less  than  absurd  to  suppose  that  while  the  slave  was  to  be  delivered  up,  the  criminal  who  aided  him  to  abscond 
was  to  be  protected  from  punishment,  and  that  although  the  felon  who  stole  a  yard  of  broadcloth  might  be  de- 
manded, and  there  was  no  legal  right  to  refuse  to  surrender  him,  the  felon  who  should  steal  or  feloniously  convey 
away  a  negro  slave,  was  to  be  protected  by  any  state  in  the  Union  into  which  he- might  flee. 

I  feel  that  I  owe  you  an  apology  for  addressing  any  thing  in  the  way  of  argument  to  you  for  the  purpose  of 
exposing  the  unsoundness  and  fallacy  of  the  construction  assumed  and  acted  on  by  the  governor  of  New  York. 

It  is  very  much  to  be  deplored  that  when  the  excitement  of  the  public  mind  in  the  south,  justly  caused  by 
the  unwarrantable  assaults  upon  our  institutions  and  our  rights  by  organized  societies  in  the  states  having  uo 
slaves  was  beginning  to  subside,  the  executive  of  so  powerful  and  influential  a  state  as  New  York  should  have 
adopted  a  construction  of  the  constitution  which  has  induced  him  to  disregard  one  of  its  imperative  requisitions 
upon  grounds  so  well  calculated  to  inspire  the  infatuated  abolitionists  with  new  hopes  and  fresh  zeal  in  their  un- 
holy crusade  against  our  property  and  our  pence,  and  at  the  same  time  to  assure  them  of  immunity  and  protec- 
tion from  responsibility  for  the  violation  of  our  laws. 

But  this  question  has  been  raised  in  a  practical  form  between  this  state  and  New  York,  and  between  Georgia 
and  Maine.  And  it  behoves  us  to  meet  it  at  once  and  to  insist  upon  our  rights  at  every  hazard.  It  is  the  duty 
of  congress  to  remove  any  ambiguity,  if  there  be  any,  in  the  laws  made  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution  for  the  surrender  of  fugitives ;  and  if  there  be  no  defect  or  ambiguity  in  those  laws,  to  provide  for 
the  prompt  and  faithful  execution  of  them  by  confiding  the  execution  to  those  whose  interpretation  of  their  duty 
is  consistent  with  our  rights  and  the  behests  of  the  constitution.  If  redress  for  these  wrongs  and  security  against 
their  repetition  cannot  be  procured  in  either  of  those  modes,  it  will  behove  the  general  assembly  to  consider 
whether  their  own  legislative  power  will  not  furnish  means  of  securing  the  state  against  such  flagrant  invasion 
of  their  rights,  without  infringing  the  restrictive  provisions  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  If  there  be 
no  such  means  compatible  with  their  obligations  to  the  Union,  it  may  ultimately  become  our  imperative  and  solemn 
duty  "  to  appeal  from  the  cancelled  obligations  of  the  compact,  to  original  rights  and  the  law  of  self  preser- 
vation." 

In  closing  this  my  la3t  annual  message,  I  tender  to  the  general  assembly,  and  through  them  to  the  people 
of  the  commonwealth,  my  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  indulgent  manner  in  which  all  my  public  acts 
have  been  received  ;  and  to  their  judgment  on  them,  whatever  it  may  be,  I  submit  with  cheerfulness,  feeling  the 
assurance  in  my  own  breast  that  in  whatever  I  have  done,  my  aim  has  been  to  uphold  the  rights  and  promote 
the  interest  of  our  common  country. 

DAVID  CAMPBELL. 

Executive  Department,  December  2,  1S39. 
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DOCUMENTS 

ACCOMPANYING  THE  GOVERNOR'S  MESSAGE. 


OPINIONS  OF  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  RELATIVE  TO  THE  SUSPENSION 

OF  THE  BANKS. 

The  Governor  to  the  Attorney  General 

EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT,  Richmond,  October  18,  1S39. 

SIR, 

The  report  that  the  banks  had  suspended  specie  payments  has  induced  me  to  examine  the  act  pre- 
scribing general  regulations  for  the  incorporation  of  banks  passed  March  22,  1S37,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining 
my  duties  in  relation  to  them ;  and  I  have  been  unable  to  come  to  any  satisfactory  conclusion  what  kind  of 
evidence  I  ought  to  have  of  their  failure  to  redeem  their  notes  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  in  order  to  justify  me  in 
issuing  the  proclamation  described  in  the  8th  section  of  the  act.  On  this  question  I  request  your  opinion,  and 
on  any  other  touching  my  duties  under  the  act  referred  to,  which  may  occur  to  you  on  examining  it,  as  I  appre- 
hend there  will  be  great  difficulty  in  executing  its  provisions  without  serious  detriment  to  the  public  interest. 

With  the  highest  regard, 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  CAMPBELL. 

Sidney  S.  Baxter,  Esq. 

Attorney  General,  Richmond. 


The  Attorney  General  to  the  Governor. 

RICHMOND,  October  22,  1839. 

SIR, 

Your  note  of  the  18th  inst.  was  handed  to  me  on  Saturday  the  19th.  You  ask  my  opinion  on  the  evi- 
dence necessary  for  you  to  issue  a  proclamation  required  by  the  6th  section  of  the  general  banking  law,  and  my 
opinion  on  any  other  question  touching  your  duties  that  may  occur  to  me  on  examining  the  law.  On  the  same 
day  I  received  from  the  treasurer  a  communication  asking  my  opinion  on  his  powers  and  duties  if  the  procla- 
mation was  issued  and  the  deposits  ordered  to  be  removed. 

These  two  communications  have  induced  me  to  give  the  8th  section  of  the  general  banking  law  a  more 
careful  examination  than  I  had  heretofore  done.  The  result  of  this  examination  I  will  lay  before  you.  The 
Slh  section  of  the  general  banking  law  enacts  that  the  bills  or  notes  of  all  banks  heretofore  chartered,  are  gene- 
rally made  payable  on  demand,  or  which  shall  have  become  payable  on  demand  in  gold  and  silver  coin,  shall 
be  receivable  in  all  payments  to  this  commonwealth :  but  if  any  such  bank  shall  at  any  time  fail  or  refuse  to 
redeem  its  notes  in  gold  and  silver  coin,  its  bills  or  notes  shall  be  no  longer  receivable  as  aforesaid,  and  the 
governor  for  the  time  being  is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  by  proclamation,  to  declare  the  fact,  and  forth- 
with to  prohibit  the  notes  of  the  said  bank  to  be  received  in  payment  of  any  money  due  to  the  commonwealth ; 
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and  if  the  said  bank  thall  be  one  in  which  any  portion  of  the  public  revenue  shall  be  deposited,  the  governor  shall 
cause  the  said  deposits,  standing  in  the  said  bonk  to  the  credit  of  the  commonwealth,  or  any  of  the  public  funds, 
to  be  removed  lo  some  specie  paying  bank  or  to  some  other  place  of  safety ;  "  and  the  right  is  hereby  reserved 
to  the  legislature  to  provide  by  law  that  the  bills  or  notes  of  said  bank  shall  not  be  receivable  in  payment  to  the 
state." 

This  section  requires  of  the  governor,  in  the  event  of  any  bank  failing  to  pay  specie,  the  discharge  of  two 
duties:  1st,  To  declare  the  fact  by  proclamation,  and  prohibit  the  receipt  of  its  notes  in  payment  to  the  com- 
monwealth ;  2nd,  To  remove  the  funds  of  the  commonwealth  to  some  other  specie  paying  bank  or  some  other 
place  of  safety. 

These  duties  are  placed  on  the  same  ground,  and  are  both  to  be  performed.  No  more  power  is  given  to 
dispense  with  the  performance  of  one  than  the  other.  It  becomes,  then,  in  the  outset  of  our  enquiries,  a 
serious  question,  whether,  in  the  present  supposed  situation  of  the  banks,  the  duties  can  be  performed.  The 
suspension  of  the  banks  in  Virginia  is  general :  all  are  in  the  same  condition :  none  pay  specie.  If  the  duties 
can  be  performed  in  this  situation  of  the  banks,  it  will  afford  a  conclusive  argument  for  the  opinion  that  the 
act  requires  the  action  of  the  governor  in  this  crisis.  If  on  the  other  hand,  both  duties  cannot  be  performed 
in  this  situation  of  the  banks,  it  affords  a  strong  argument  for  the  opinion  that  this  is  not  the  crisis  contemplated 
by  the  act,  and  the  force  of  the  argument  is  increased  if  it  appears  that  there  is  another  crisis  in  which  the 
duties  required  of  the  governor  might  be  performed. 

It  becomes  important  to  inquire  whether  the  governor  can  execute  these  provisions  in  the  present  state  of 
the  banks.  In  this  inquiry  we  must  refer  to  the  act  of  1829,  Sup.  page  313,  prescribing  the  mode  of  paying 
public  moneys  into  and  out  of  the  treasury. 

The  1st  section  of  this  act  prescribes  that  all  moneys  due  the  commonwealth  shall  be  paid  into  the  Bank  of 
Virginia  or  the  Farmers  bank  of  Arirginia,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed,  and  not  otherwise.  The  mode  pre- 
scribed is  for  the  person  paying  the  money  to  obtain  from  the  auditor  of  public  accounts,  or  the  second  auditor, 
a  warrant  directing  the  treasurer  to  receive  the  sum  to  be  paid.  On  this  warrant  the  treasurer  writes  his  order 
to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  to  receive  the  same.  The  receiving  officer  of  the  bank  gives  his  certificate  that  the 
sum  has  been  received.  This  is  carried  back  lo  the  treasurer,  who  gives  a  receipt  for  the  money ;  and  it  is 
then  taken  to  the  auditor  or  second  auditor,  who  gives  the  person  paying  his  discharge. 

The  2d  section  prohibits  any  sheriff*,  collector,  or  public  officer  or  other  person  from  paying  any  money  to 
the  com mon wealth  in  any  other  way;  makes  the  payment  void  ;  and  subjects  him  to  all  the  penalties  and  for- 
feitures incurred  for  non-payment. 

The  3d  section  requires  all  moneys  to  be  kept  in  the  banks,  in  the  name  of  the  treasurer  of  the  common- 
wealth. 

The  4th  section  prohibits  the  treasurer  from  drawing  any  money  standing  to  his  credit  on  this  account, 
except  by  his  check  drawn  upon  a  warrant  issued  by  the  auditor  or  second  auditor;  and  declares  any  payment 
made,  except  on  such  warrant,  void. 

This  law  is  in  full  force,  in  no  way  repealed  or  modified.  The  public  officers  must  be  governed  by  its 
provisions ;  and  in  any  step  to  be  laken  by  the  governor,  he  must  regard  this  law  as  binding  on  all  public 
officers  and  public  debtors.  The  governor  possesses  no  legislative  powers.  He  cannot  mase,  nor  can  he 
repeal  laws.  He  cannot  modify  them  to  suit  emergencies.  No  such  power  can  be  presumed  to  be  given  him 
by  the  legislature,  because  such  gift  would  be  unconstitutional.  Let  us  see  then  how  the  act  of  1S29  affects 
the  execution  of  the  Slh  section  of  the  bank  law  in  the  present  slate  of  things.  The  deposits  cannot  be  removed, 
to  any  other  specie  paying  bank,  because  there  is  none  such.  Can  ibey  be  removed  to  a  place  of  safety  other 
than  a  bank?  This  might  perhaps  be  done  on  the  warrant  of  the  auditor  and  second  auditor,  if  a  place  of 
safety  could  be  found.  But  as  soon  as  it  was  done,  all  power  to  receive  money  and  pay  the  debts  of  the 
commonwealth  must  cease.  No  collecting  officer  or  public  debtor  could  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
1S29,  pay  money ;  and  the  treasurer  could  not  receive  it  in  any  other  place  than  a  bank,  nor  could  he  pay 
it  out.  This  removal  would  there  fore  amount  to  a  complete  suspension  of  all  the  receipts  and  payments  of 
government.  Now,  I  cannot  think  it  was  the  intention  of  the  legislature  to  compel  a  suspension  of  the  receipts 
and  payments  of  the  government,  because  the  banks  had  suspended  specie  payment.  Yet  this  consequence  is 
unavoidable,  if  the  second  duty  required  of  the  governor  by  the  8th  section  of  the  bank  charter  applies  to  the 
present  state  of  things,  and  ihe  law  of  1S29  is  observed.  Another  construction  of  this  section  prevents  this 
result  from  occurring,  and  gives  lo  it  its  lull  operation  consistently  with  ihe  act  of  1829.  That  construction  is 
to  consider  the  luw  as  intended  lo  provide  for  a  case  in  which  one  or  more  banks  had  suspended,  while  others 
continued  to  pay  specie.  In  this  case  the  deposits  might  be  removed  to  the  specie  paying  bank,  and  ihe  pay- 
ments be  made  into  that  bank  in  its  notes  or  in  specie,  and  payments  be  made  out  to  public  creditors  in  con- 
formily  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1S29.  I  incline  lo  the  opinion  that  it  was  lo  such  a  state  of  things  this 
act  looked  ;  and  that  the  provision  for  removing  ihe  public  funds  was  intended  to  be  held  out  as  a  penalty  on 
the  bank  stopping,  and  as  a  bounty  to  the  bank  continuing  to  pay  specie.  If  so,  the  suspension  of  all  the 
banks  was  a  contingency  not  looked  to  or  provided  for  when  the  charter  was  framed.    This  conclusion  is  to 
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some  extent  fortified  by  the  peculiar  phraseology  of  this  section,— "  If  any  tuck  bank,"  Sec.,  "taid  bank,"  &c., 
if  taid  bank  thaU  be  one,  Sec. 

If  the  opinion  above  suggested  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  deposits  be  correct,  it  will  aid  in  settling 
the  question  whether,  in  the  nresent  state  of  things,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  governor  to  issue  a  proclamation. 

If  the  deposits  cannot  bo  removed  from  the  banks  consistently  with  the  law  of  1829,  what  is  the  con- 
sequence of  requiring  the  sheriff  to  collect  in  specie  ?  Some  serious  questions  may  arise  first,  between  the 
sheriffs  and  the  commonwealth.  The  sheriff  is  a  public  collector,  and  by  the  law  he  is  bound  to  receive  the 
notes  of  specie  paying  banks  in  payment  of  taxes.  His  right  to  distrain  for  taxes  commenced  the  1st  of  July. 
His  duty  to  collect  commenced  before.  It  is  fair  to  presume  he  had  received  a  large  jwrtion  of  his  revenue 
before  the  suspension.  The  money  thus  received  he  holds  as  a  part  of  the  public  revenue,  to  be  paid  into  the 
treasury  on  or  before  the  15lh  December.  It  is  in  his  hands  as  a  public  officer,  and  he  is  not  in  default  for 
non-payment  before  the  15th  December.  Of  course  we  cannot  regard  the  money  in  his  hands  as  a  debt  due 
from  him,  but  as  money  received  and  held  for  the  use  of  the  commonwealth.  Now,  having  by  law  been  com- 
pelled to  receive  the  notes  of  banks  before  suspension,  I  think  he  may  pay  over  to  the  treasurer  in  bank  notes 
all  he  received  before  the  suspension.  The  commonwealth  could  not  intend  that  the  notes  were  received  at 
the  risk  of  the  sheriff,  because  it  has  left  him  no  right  to  reject  them  before  the  suspension.  To  force  him  by 
law  to  receive  them,  and  then  to  refuse  to  take  them  because  of  an  act  of  the  bank  in  which  he  had  no  agency, 
would  be  manifestly  unjust.  But  how  is  the  treasurer  to  ascertain  what  portion  of  the  revenue  he  had  received 
before,  and  what  after  the  suspension  ?  Suppose  this  difficulty  between  the  treasurer  and  the  sheriff  settled, 
and  the  revenue  paid  in,  either  in  whole  or  in  part  in  specie,  still  it  goes  into  the  vaults  of  the  banks.  Now, 
there  is  no  provision  in  the  law  to  compel  the  banks  to  pay  its  debt  to  the  state  in  specie,  when  it  does  not  so 
pay  to  other  people.  I  mean,  there  is  no  discrimination  in  favour  of  the  commonwealth.  If  the  bank  does  not 
pay  out  specie  to  individuals,  she  does  not  pay  nut  specie  to  the  commonwealth.  There  are  no  peculiar  means 
of  forcing  the  payment  of  the  demands  of  the  commonwealth  in  specie.  Nor  are  there  any  means  provided  in 
the  charter  for  compelling  the  bank  to  pay  out  specie  for  specie  received  after  the  suspension.  The  result  is, 
if  the  state  pays  its  revenue  in  specie  into  the  bank,  that  when  called  for,  the  banks  pay  out  paper.  No  means 
of  avoiding  this  result  are  provided  in  the  charter.  Could  it  then  have  been  the  intention  of  the  legislature,  in 
the  case  of  a  general  suspension,  to  enforce  the  payment  of  its  taxes  in  specie,  when  that  payment  may  distress 
the  tax-payer,  but  cannot  benefit  the  government  ?  On  this  ground  I  incline  also  to  the  opinion  that  this  pro- 
vision applies  only  to  a  partial  suspension.  In  such  a  case,  specie  paying  banks  would  be  the  depositories  of 
the  public  funds,  and  they  would  pay  out  the  specie.  The  taxes  paid  in  specie  would  therefore  benefit  the 
government. 

The  result  of  my  reflections  on  the  subject  is  a  strong  impression  that  the  duties  required  of  the  governor 
by  the  8th  section  of  the  banking  law  are  to  be  performed  in  case  of  a  partial  and  not  of  a  total  suspension. 

1  make  these  suggestions  in  answer  to  the  request  of  my  opinion  on  any  other  point  touching  your  duties. 
Should  you  consider  it  your  duty  to  issue  the  proclamation,  the  question,  what  evidence  must  be  required  to 
authorize  the  issue  ?  arises.  I  think,  as  to  a  portion  of  the  banks,  the  notoriety  of  the  fact  of  suspension  would 
authorize  the  proclamation.  A  suspension  cannot  occur  without  many  circumstances  which  bring  a  knowledge 
of  the  fact  home  to  every  man  connected  with  public  business.  As  your  duty  is  to  guard  the  public  treasury 
from  the  receipt  of  the  notes  of  a  suspended  bank,  I  think  you  would  be  justified  in  acting  on  that  kind  of  informa- 
tion on  which  every  person  rejecting  the  notes  of  the  bank  would  act.  In  your  case  it  should  be  of  the  highest 
character.  But  if  there  is  such  an  amount  of  evidence  that  it  is  impossible  you  can  be  mistaken,  I  should  think 
that  sufficient.  If  there  be  doubt,  the  proper  mode  would  be  to  ascertain  from  the  state  directors  in  each  bank, 
if  that  bank  has  suspended. 

S.  S.  BAXTER,  Attorney  General. 

To  D.  Campbell,  Esq.  Governor  of  Virginia. 


The  Governor  to  the  Treasurer. 
EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT,  Richmond,  October  19,  1839. 

SIR, 

The  act  prescribing  general  regulations  for  the  incorporation  of  hanks,  passed  March  22,  1837,  requires 
the  governor  to  perform  some  important  duties  in  the  event  that  any  of  the  banks  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  redeem 
their  notes  in  gold  or  silver  coin  ;  and  as  I  may  have  to  issue  the  proclamation  required  in  the  6th  section  of  this 
act,  and  to  remove  the  public  moneys  from  the  banks,  I  consider  it  important  to  the  public  interests  that  I  should 
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know  the  construction  which  you  may  give  to  some  of  its  provisions.  With  this  view  I  submit  to  you  the  follow- 
ing enquiries : 

Should  I  issue  the  proclamation  as  required  by  the  sections  referred  to,  and  remove  the  public  moneys  de- 
posited in  the  banks  to  some  place  of  safely  other  than  banks,  on  the  ground  that  there  is  no  specie  paying  bank 
at  the  seat  of  government,  would  you,  under  the  existing  laws  and  regulations  of  your  department,  consider  the 
funds  thus  removed  in  the  treasury  and  subject  lo  your  drafts? 

After  such  proclamation,  in  what  manner  would  you  receive  the  public  revenue  from  the  sheriffs?  and 
would  you  feel  yourself  authorized  lo  receive  from  them  notes  of  the  banks  mentioned  in  the  proclamation  as 
having  suspended  payment,  in  discharge  of  the  revenue  or  other  dues  of  the  commonwealth,  although  the  she- 
riffs had  received  them  previous  to  the  dale  of  the  proclamation  from  the  people  in  payment  of  taxes  ? 

Should  a  sheriff  offer  you  in  payment  such  money  as  could  be  received,  where  would  you  direct  it  to  be 
deposited  ? 

Other  difficulties  might  arise  in  the  execution  of  your  duties  under  the  state  of  things  which  I  have  sup- 
posed.   If  any  occur  to  you,  please  state  them. 

With  the  highest  regard, 

I  am  your  ob't  serv't, 

DAVID  CAMPBELL. 

To  the  Treasurer. 


The  Treasurer  to  the  Governor. 

TREASURY  OFFICE,  October  26,  1839. 

SIR, 

Yours  of  the  18th  wa3  received  on  the  morning  of  the  19th.  The  importance  of  the  interests  involved 
in  the  enquiries  you  make  induced  me  to  ask  the  aid  of  the  attorney  general  in  answering  them.  A  copy  of  his 
opinion  is  enclosed. 

1st.  If  the  public  moneys  deposited  in  the  banks  be  removed  from  the  banks,  I  should  consider  them  out 
of  the  treasury  and  beyond  the  reach  of  my  check. 

2d.  After  the  proclamation,  I  should  feel  myself  bound  to  receive  the  amounts  collected  by  the  sheriffs  pre- 
vious to  the  proclamation  ;  and  those  receipts  would  be  regulated  by  the  act  of  1829. 

3d.  If  a  sheriff  or  public  debtor  offers  payment  in  such  money  as  can  be  received,  I  should  direct  its  pay- 
ment into  bank  under  the  act  of  1829. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

L.  BURFOOT,  TrtasW  Com'tL 

To  the  Governor  of  Virginia. 


The  Attorney  General  to  the  Treasurer. 

October  2-5,  1839. 

SIR, 

Yours  of  the  19th,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  governor  dated  ISth,  came  to  hand  on  the  19th. 
The  first  question  propounded  to  me  for  my  advice  is,  if  the  governor  issue  the  proclamation  required  by 
the  8th  section  of  the  general  banking  law,  and  remove  the  public  moneys  deposited  in  the  banks  to  some  place 
of  safety  other  than  the  banks,  on  the  ground  that  there  is  no  specie  paying  bank  at  the  seat  of  government, 
should  you,  under  the  existing  laws  and  regulations  of  your  department,  consider  the  funds  thus  removed  in  tho 
treasury  and  subject  to  youp  drafts  ? 
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This  is  a  question  of  great  importance  to  the  public,  to  yourself  and  your  official  securities.  I  have  for 
several  days  given  it  all  the  reflection  I  could,  and  will  now  give  you  such  an  opinion  as  I  can  form  on  it. 

The  existing  laws  and  regulations  of  your  department  will  be  found  in  the  act  of  February  lCih,  1829,  pre- 
scribing the  mode  of  paying  public  moneys  into  and  out  of  the  treasury.  The  first  section  of  that  act  prescribes 
tbal  all  persons  owing  money  to  the  commonwealth  shall  pay  the  same  into  the  Bank  of  Virginia  or  the  Farmers 
bank  of  Virginia  in  the  manner  prescribed  and  not  otherwise.  The  manner  prescribed  is,  first,  to  obtaiu  a  war- 
raut  from  the  auditor  of  public  accounts,  or  the  second  auditor,  directing  the  treasurer  to  receive  the  money  to 
be  paid.  The  treasurer  is  thcu  to  make  an  order  upon  the  warrant,  directing  the  proper  officer  of  one  of  the  banks 
to  receive  the  same.  The  certificate  of  the  bank  officers  that  the  money  is  paid,  is  brought  to  the  treasurer, 
who  then  gives  a  receipt  for  the  money,  which  receipt  is  carried  to  the  auditor  who  gives  a  discharge. 

The  second  section  of  the  law  prohibits  a  public  officer  or  collector  from  paying  in  any  oilier  mode,  makes 
a  payment  in  any  other  mode  void,  and  subjects  the  party  making  it  to  all  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  imposed 
for  non-payment  of  money. 

The  third  section  requires  all  the  moneys  of  the  commonwealth  to  be  kept  in  the  banks  in  the  name  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  commonwealth. 

The  fourth  section  prohibits  the  treasurer  from  drawing  any  money  standing  to  the  credit  of  his  account  as 
treasurer,  except  by  check  drawn  on  the  warrant  of  the  auditors.  By  subsequent  laws,  the  right  to  keep  the 
public  money  in  other  banks  is  given  in  certain  contingencies,  but  no  change  is  made  in  the  provisions  of  this 
statute. 

This  statute  regulates  the  power  of  the  treasurer  over  the  public  money.  He  has  no  power  of  receiving, 
keeping  or  paying  it,  except  in  pursuance  of  its  provisions.  By  the  third  section,  the  money  can  only  be  kept 
in  the  banks.  The  treasurer  has  no  power  to  keep  it  any  where  else.  He  has  no  authority  to  take  it  into  his 
own  custody.  This  was  the  very  thing  that  this  law  was  enacted  to  prevent.  The  whole  scheme  of  the  law  is 
to  put  the  public  money  in  a  situation  in  which  the  treasurer  cannot  have  access  to  il,  even  to  pay  the  public 
debtors,  without  the  previous  act  of  the  auditor.  Now,  how  could  the  governor,  consistently  with  this  law, 
place  the  deposits  in  a  place  of  safety  other  than  the  banks  ?  That  place  of  safety  must  cither  be  in  the  cus- 
tody of  the  treasurer  or  of  some  other  person.  Let  us  see  what  would  be  the  effect  of  either  act.  The  gover- 
nor, to  procure  the  removal,  must  issue  his  order  to  the  auditor,  who  gives  bis  warrant ;  and  on  that  warrant 
the  treasurer  checks  the  money  out  of  bank  to  the  credit  of  t!:c  person  who  is  to  take  the  custody  of  it.  Sup- 
pose the  money  is  checked  to  the  treasurer,  with  the  intention  of  taking  it  into  his  own  custody, — I  am  clearly 
of  opinion  that  by  issuing  such  check,  the  treasurer  violates  his  duty  as  prescribed  by  this  law,  and  at  once  ren- 
ders himself  and  his  sureties  liable  individually  for  the  whole  sum.  This  liabil  ity  may  be  redeemed  by  pay- 
ment of  the  money ;  but  if  any  accident  happens  to  it  in  his  custody,  he  and  his  sureties  must  be  responsible. 
By  undertaking  to  violate  this  law,  and  contrary  to  its  letter  and  spirit  to  take  the  moneys  into  his  custody,  he  makes 
himself  and  sureties  responsible  for  the  whole  amount  which  is  thus  unlawfully  in  his  possession.  No  plea  that 
accident  prevented  its  being  replaced  could  relieve  them  from  this  responsibility.  This  would  be  undoubted  if 
there  was  no  suspension  of  the  banks.  We  must  therefore  enquire  whether  this  8th  section  of  the  bank  charter 
does  not  repeal  the  act  of  1629,  as  to  authorize  the  treasurer  to  lake  the  money  into  his  custody  on  the  order  of 
the  governor,  in  the  event  of  a  suspension  of  the  banks.  There  is  certainly  no  repeal  by  the  express  terms  of 
the  law.  If  there  be  a  repeal,  it  must  be  by  construction.  The  foundation  for  the  construction  must  be  an  as- 
sumption that  the  legislature  intended,  in  the  contingency  of  a  suspension,  to  vest  in  the  governor  the  right  to 
take  the  money  into  his  control,  and  place  it  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  either  without  any  regulation  of  law, 
or  regulated  by  such  laws  as  he  might  for  the  time  enact.  This  assumption  must  be  the  foundation  of  such  a 
construction,  because  this  statute  is  the  only  law  now  in  force  regulating  the  custody  of  the  public  money.  If 
this  law  continues  in  force,  notwithstanding  the  governor's  proclamation  that  the  banks  have  suspended  specie 

fiayments,  then  the  custody  of  the  public  money  must  be' regulated  by  it,  and  there  is  an  end  of  the  question, 
f  it  docs  not  continue  in  force,  it  is  because,  by  the  governor's  proclamation  announcing  the  fact  of  non-pay- 
ment of  specie  by  the  banks,  il  is  either  repealed  or  suspended.  Now,  if  it  is  either  thus  repealed  or  suspended, 
there  is  no  law  regulating  the  custody  of  the  public  money,  unless  the  governor  by  implication  have  the  power 
to  pass  such  a  law.  Even  if  this  law  wa3  directly  repealed  by  express  legislative  enactment,  the  former  laws 
regulating  the  custody  of  the  public  money  would  not  be  received  without  express  words  to  that  effect.  Much 
less  would  the  implied  repeal  of  this  law  impliedly  revive  the  former  laws.  Again,  the  governor  could  not  enact 
any  law*  for  the  safe  keeping  or  control  of  the  public  money  in  this  crisis,  because  he  has  not  legislative  power. 

I  cannot  believe  that  the  intention  of  the  8th  section  of  the  bank  law  was  to  confer  on  the  governor  the 
power,  by  a  proclamation  announcing  the  non-payment  of  specie  by  the  banks,  to  repeal  or  suspend  the  l  iws  for 
the  custody  of  the  public  money,  and  to  place  it  in  the  custody  of  the  treasurer,  without  authority  or  control 
of  law.  If  this  assumption  fail,  there  is  no  foundation  for  supposing  the  act  of  1S29  to  be  repealed.  And  if  it  is 
still  in  force,  ns  already  said,  the  treasurer  could  not  check  the  money  out  of  bank  into  his  own  custody.  Much 
less  could  he  check  it  into  the  custody  of  any  other  person,  who  could  not  claim  even  the  semblance  of  law  for 
iu  custody. 

4 


Digitized  by  Google 


14 


[Doc.  No.  1.] 


If,  then,  the  governor  should  remove  the  public  money  deposited  in  the  banks  to  some  place  of  safety  other 
than  the  banks,  the  treasurer  could  not  aid  in  such  removal,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  made,  ho  should  consider  the 
money  out  of  the  treasury,  and  refuse  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  it. 

Thv  second  question  is,  after  such  proclamation,  in  what  manner  would  the  treasurer  receive  the  public  re- 
venue from  the  sheriffs  ?  and  would  the  treasurer  be  authorized  to  receive  from  the  sheriff  notes  of  the  banks 
which  had  failed  to  redeem  their  notes  in  specie,  if  the  sheriff  had  received  them  in  collections  prior  to  the  pro- 
clamation ?    Could  he  receive  such  notes  from  other  public  debtors  ? 

After  the  proclamation,  the  treasurer  must  receive  the  public  revenue  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  act  of 
1829.  He  has  no  power  to  receive  it  in  any  other  way.  Nor  can  he  refuse  to  receive  it  at  all.  I  have  in  an 
opinion  given  to  the  governor  slated  my  reason  for  believing  that  the  sheriffs  have  the  right  to  pay  in  notes  tbo 
sums  they  have  received  in  notes  before  the  proclamation.  You  have  seen  that  opinion.  I  will  say  here  I  have 
seen  no  reason  to  change  it.  As  to  the  other  public  debtors  who  are  not  public  receivers,  they  must  after  the 
proclamation  pay  in  specie. 

The  third  question  is,  if  a  sheriff"  or  public  debtor  offers  in  payment  such  money  as  can  be  received,  where 
must  the  treasurer  direct  it  to  be  deposited  ?  and  what  must  he  do  with  it? 

The  treasurer  must,  under  the  act  of  1829,  direct  the  money  to  be  deposited  in  bank,  and  check  it  out  as 
the  warrants  of  the  auditors  require. 

S.  S.  BAXTER,  Attorney  General. 

To  the  Treasurer  of  Virginia. 


RESOLUTIONS  OF  MAINE  ON  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

STATE  OF  MAINE. 
EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT,  Augusta,  March  25,  1839. 

SIR, 

Agreeably  to  the  direction  of  the  legislature  of  this  state,  I  herewith  forward  you  a  copy  of  certain  reso- 
lutions adopted  by  that  body  in  relation  to  the  public  domain. 

With  high  respect,  I  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FAIRFIELD, 

Gov.  of  Maine. 

Ms  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  Richmond. 


STATE  OF  MAINE. 
Resolve  relating  to  the  Public  Domain. 

Resolved,  That  the  public  lands  having  been  acquired  either  by  purchase  out  of  the  common  funds  of  the 
Union,  or  by  cession  to  be  held  as  n  common  fund,  belong  to  the  states,  not  in  severalty,  but  in  their  confederated 
capacity  ;  and  that  the  appropriation  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  to  the  support  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment, best  effectuates  their  true  purpose  as  a  common  fund,  by  relieving  the  states  from  an  equivalent  taxation. 

Resolved,  That  the  public  domain  having  been  wrested  from  the  Hritish  crown  by  the  toil  and  blood  of  our 
revolutionary  patriots  and  soldiers,  belongs  as  a  just,  honourable  and  equal  inheritance  to  all  their  descendants, 
whether  situated  in  the  old  or  new  stales  ;  and  that  while  the  people  of  Maine,  however  willing  to  consent  to 
the  cession  of  the  public  lands  to  the  states  in  which  they  lie,  upon  just  and  equitable  terms,  can  never  recog- 
nize the  exclusive  right  of  those  slates  to  the  property  or  dominion  of  the  public  domain,  they  at  the  same  time 
repudiate  and  disavow  any  assumption  of  a  title  on  the  part  of  the  original  thirteen  states  to  a  partial  division 
of  the  public  lands,  as  unfounded,  impracticable  and  injurious. 
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Resolved,  That  the  policy  of  confining  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  to  actual  settlers,  would  be  eminently 
republican  in  its  tendencies,  by  checking  the  dangerous  speculations  of  grasping  monopolists,  by  preventing  the 
formation  of  a  landed  aristocracy,  by  increasing  the  number  of  our  independent  yeomanry,  who  are  at  once  the 
pride  and  reliance  of  the  country,  and  by  securing  to  honest  and  provident  labour,  for  ages  to  come,  the  oppor- 
tunity of  acquiring  upon  easy  terms  the  enjoyments  and  blessings  of  a  freehold  possession  of  the  soil. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  each  of  our  senators  and 
representatives  in  coDgrcss,  and  also  to  each  executive  of  the  several  states,  for  such  disposition  as  they  may 
consider  proper. 

In  the  House  op  Representatives,  March  22,  1839.    Read  and  passed. 

H.  HAMLIN,  Speaker. 

In  Senate,  March  22,  1839.    Read  and  passed. 

JOB  PRINCE,  President. 

March  23,  1S39.  Approved. 

JOHN  FAIRFIELD. 


ADJUTANT  GENERAL'S  REPORT. 

ADJUTANT  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

Richmond,  2d  November  1839. 

To  hit  Excellency  David  Campbell, 

Governor  of  Virginia. 

SIR, 

I  have  now  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  the  annual  return  of  the  strength  of  the  militia  of  the  state, 
and  of  the  small  arms,  accoutrements,  ordnance,  &c,  in  their  bands,  as  well  as  those  stored  in  the  arsenal  at 
Lexington,  for  the  present  year,  required  of  me  by  law. 

I  regret  to  add  that  the  law  passed  ut  the  last  session  of  assembly,  designed  more  effectually  to  secure 
timely  and  accurate  returns  to  this  office,  has  proved  as  ineffectual  as  previous  ones,  and  rendering  further  le- 
gislation on  that  subject  absolutely  necessary. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Most  respectfully,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

BERNARD^PEYTON,  ^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


16  [Doc.  No.  L] 

ABSTRACT  OF  THE  ANNUAL  RETURN  OF  THE  MILITIA 


c 

I 

• 
c 
# 

W 

i 

£» 

E 

13 

9 

or 

e 

■ 

• 

» 

-A 

A 
s 

e 

C 
fl 
i-> 

Q 

1 

i 

£  j 

a 

s 

1  la 
Ct 

e 

« 
1 

s 

"5 

e 

| 

1 

m 
a 
tt 

w 

■ 

c 

3 

s 

a  ■ 

y 

i  £ 

3 

a* 

— 

0 

i 

e 

3 

1 

■ 

3 

d 

s 

a 

c 

0 

£ 

< 

1  J 
■y  » 

<  2 

if 

•a 
& 

« 

1 
O 

3 

*> 

a 

« 

1 

<; 

E 
■ 

9 

» — 1 
■ 

I 

a 

O 

1 

9 

v. 

1 

a 

00 

Gixzkal  STirr, 

fi 

1 

23 

IT 

19 

1 

6 

B 

& 

4 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Urksauieiu,  Light  Isr»nTnr,  RirLrME.i, 

arid  I.H  A.iriiv  or  tii*  Lint., 

142 

145 

133 

150 

149 

145 

3 

145 

136 

Aaorioati, 

5 

1 

"23  — 

r  5 

l&l 

IM 

143 

152 

150 

in; 

2 

m 

I'.,' 

ARMS,  ACCOUTREMENTS 


ORDNANCE  AND  ORDNANCE  STORES. 

BRASS. 

IRON. 

» 

i 

« 

1 

B 

1  • 

■ 

• 

•0 
0 

n 

0 

0. 

•5 

bo 

m 

4b 

8 
E 

es 

p 

• 

c 

C 
1 

• 

fi 
9 
O 

M 

oS 

i 

1 

no 
« 

| 

i 

(2 

! 

E 

?     '  *~ 

E  • 

0 , 1 

e  !  g 
t5  to 

m 

B 

■ 
• 

— 

a 

a 
0 

m 

t 

"p 
0 
X 
03 

• 

*s. 

■ 

S 

1 

d 

I 
< 

L 

■ 

• 

M 

I 
a 

1 

B 

a 

a*. 

e 
0 

.1 
6 

« 

"8 

8 
O 

i 

M 

a 

3 

5 
*. 

s 

k. 

a 

a 
0 
• 

CO 

1 

■ 

1 
~. 

■ 
c 

| 
a 

09 

3 

-.- 

m 

1 

1 
I 

3 

N  THE  IIAJItH  or  THK  MlltTIA, 

1»  thx  LumaTon  Arsehal,  - 

Q 

3 
1 

1 

"7 

124 

1 

27 
1 

32 
2 

14 : 14 

5 
1 

16 

11 

4 

IC 

8 

7 

K 

-.'.<!!- 

5M456 

5374 

29250 

MM 
370 

Total, 

C 

2* 

34 

14  |  15 

0 

~1G~ 

11 

4 

16 

8 

7 

■1 

35454 

4586 

Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Richmond,  November  2d,  1839. 


Digitized  by  Google 


[Doc.  No.  1.]  17 


OF  THE  8TATE  OF  VIRGINIA  FOR  THE  YEAR  1839. 


1 

1 
c3 

i 

• 

S 

5 

* 

-* 
C 

3 

■ 

j 

ha 
« 

| 

55 

9 

• 

■ 

J 

B* 

5 
« 

C 

E 
E 
E- 

"3 

m 

t 

c 

3 
a. 

i 
S 
I 

£ 

i 

I 

6 

i 

■ 
■ 

X 

I 

i 
0 

1 

j 

a 

6 

a 
1 

■0 
s 
■ 
• 
1 
■ 

1 

1 
a 

0 

m 

V 

0 

O 

j 
I 

r 

K  t 

a£ 

K 
§ 
0 

g 
■ 

< 

a 

j 

> 

5 

*- 

i 
i 

* 

c 
ea 

3 
i 

z 

i 

e 

I 

j 

h 

1 

a 

Z 

is 
». 

"3 

O 

■r: 
0 

1 

J 

1 

< 

1 

a 

8. 

a 
0 

2 
s 

a 
K 

e 

« 

•5 

n 

C 

£ 
'~ 

b 

S 
« 

a. 

U 

M 

i 

6 
3 

N 

s 
•S 

s 

-) 

« 
1 

la 

1 
a 
Z 

d 
| 

W 
1 

I 

c 
- 

0 

z 

S 
•4 
e 

■fi 
O 

j 

Was] 

W 
O 
■ 
I 

i 

j 

1 

z 

97 

97 

.-» 

"ST 

lit 

3!«8 

1 

111 

384 

194 

0905 

62!) 

7496 

8024 

5 

130 

CI 

191 

51 

300 

149 

3986 

374 

43«j 

4660 

5 

65 

1088 

3456 

137 

134 

947 

30(10 

I960 

81548 

4030 

87776 

98412 

156 

k 

73 

133 

990 

1206 

3045 

13a 

131 

906 

111 

3544 

2303 

5536 

90657 

10G193 

r. 

33 

166 

120 

73 

122 

990 

AND  AMMUNITION. 


I 

s 
1 

a 
■ 

a 

s 

3 

1 
3 

ea 

Ball  Serawa  and  Wornia. 

I 
"3 

m 

I 

a 

'JS 
M 
O 

a 

■ 
■ 

3 

•> 

I 

tfta 

i 

X 

hi 

J 

1 

i 

I 

1 

0 
5 

ea 

i 
t 

E 

I 

• 

'0 

I 

0 
s 

e 

1 

•3 

0 

a 

i 

■ 

c3 

i 

1 

1 

4 

Ej 
O 
It 

a 

< 

Sword  Scabbards  and  Balls. 

4 
& 
s 

1 

S 

8 

"5» 
0 
n 

1 

£ 
s 

i 

2 
Q 

799 



205 

415 
1 

• 

1  box. 

87 

1055 
1309 

489 

• 

502 
339 

416 

57 

196 
8 

1670 
84 

1390 
111 

1521 
114 

534 
77 

383 
54 

1066 

71 

553 
2 

159 
1 

709 

416 

]  box. 

87 

2364 

429 

• 

741 

473 

198 

1760 

1401 

ig:$5 

611 

337 

1066 

71 

555 

160  j 

BERNARD  PEYTON, 

Adjutant  General. 

6 


Digitized  by  Google 


18 


[Doc.  No.  1.] 


REPORT  OF  VISITORS  OF  THE  VIRGINIA  MILITARY  INSTITUTE 

RICHMOND,  November  21,  1839. 

To  his  Excellency  D.  Campbell,  Governor  of  Virginia. 
SLR, 

The  board  of  visitors  of  the  Virginia  military  institute  met  at  Lexington  three  tiroes  this 
year.  The  first  meeting  took  place  on  the  30lh  day  ot  May,  the  day  appointed  by  your  excellency ;  that  ses- 
sion was  employed  in  all  the  preliminary  measures  for  the  organization  of  the  Institute,  and  more  particularly 
in  framing  regulations  for  its  government,  one  hundred  and  seventy  printed  copies  of  which  are  herewith  trans- 
mitted. 

On  the  10th  of  September,  the  board  assembled  again  for  the  purpose  of  making  appointments  of  cadets. 

And  finally,  on  the  11th  of  November  they  put  the  Institute  in  operation  and  disbanded  the  guard. 

Connexion  with  Washington  College. — Terms  of  connexion  and  co-operation  were  agreed  upon  at  the  first 
meeting  between  the  trustees  of  Washington  college  and  the  board  of  visitors  of  the  Institute,  which  they 
respectively  deemed  calculated  to  secure  harmony  and  the  mutual  benefits  of  both  institutions.  These  articles 
have  been  inadvertently  omitted  in  printing  our  own  regulations.  You  will  find  them  at  the  end  of  the  printed 
laws  and  regulations  of  Washington  college  which  accompany  this  report. 

The  trustees  of  Washington  college,  at  that  same  time,  passed  a  resolution  appropriating  "to  the  military 
professorship  in  the  Virginia  military  institute,  during  the  first  year  of  its  operations  all  the  nett  proceeds 
of  interest  which  shall  accrue  during  the  year  aforesaid,  from  that  part  of  the  Cincinnati  fund  which  is  not  now 
in  litigation. "    This  will  be  an  amount  of  about  $  320  for  this  year. 

Ojjicers. — One  of  the  first  measures  of  the  board,  and  probably  the  most  important,  was  the  appointment  of 
a  principal  professor.  The  salary  of  the  office  was  fixed  at  S 1600  per  annum.  The  board  deemed  it,  besides, 
indispensable  that  as  commander  of  the  post  and  cadets  he  should  bo  distinguished  by  a  military  title.  That  of 
major  was  judged  to  be  the  most  appropriate  and  is  given  to  him  by  our  regulations.  The  board  of  visitors  on 
this  subject,  would  respectfully  suygest  the  expediency  of  having  his  rank  confirmed  by  law.  Circumstances 
may  occur  when  the  services  of  the  corps  of  cadets  may  be  called  for,  and  duties  may  devolve  upon  their  com- 
mander in  connexion  with  other  troops,  which  could  not  be  executed  without  his  being  a  recognized  officer  with 
a  well  defined  rank. 

Mr.  Francis  H>  Smith,  a  gentleman  eminently  qualified  for  the  office  has  been  appointed. 

The  appointment  of  an  assistant  professor  was  aUo  made  for  the  first  scholastic  year:  he  is  to  be  profes- 
sor of  modern  languages,  with  a  salary  of  $700  per  annum,  and  is  also  to  supply  temporarily  the  place  of  the 
principal  professor,  in  cases  of  absence  or  any  disability. 

The  board  have  elected  to  this  office,  John-  T.  L.  Preston,  Esq.,  one  of  their  body,  who  in  consequence 
handed  in  his  resignation,  which  is  herewith  transmitted. 

The  other  appointments  made  by  the  board  are: 

Dr.  Harry  M.  Estill,  as  surgeon  with  a  salary,  at  present,  of  $  50  per  annum,  for  his  attendance  on  the 
regular  cadets,  and      for  each  of  the  others. 

Hugh  Barclay,  Esq.,  treasurer,  a  gratuitous  office. 

Robert  S.  Campbell,  steward,  who  boards  the  cadets,  at  the  rale  of  $7S  each  per  annum. 

Cadets. — Upon  a  cnrrlul  estimate  of  expenses  and  means,  the  board  found  that  they  could  not  admit  more 
than  the  minimum  of  twenty  regular  cadets  fixed  by  law,  burthened  as  their  funds  are  at  present  with  the  cost 
of  the  buildings,  and  even  this  number  could  not  be  accommodated  if  all  their  expenses  were  borue  by  the  Insti- 
tute.   They  will  have  to  supply  themselves  with  clothing. 

It  would  certainly  have  been  desirable  to  have  admitted  32  regular  cadets,  being  one  from  each  senatorial 
district;  but  the  following  bill  of  expenses  shews  it  to  be  impracticable: 

Estimate  of  Ejqtenses  of  thirty-tico  Regular  Cadets. 

Board  at  $7S  per  annum,  -  2,490 

Books,  instruments  and  stationary  at  $  12,  -  -  384 

Fuel  and  candles,  -----  320 
Washing  at  S 12,         -  -  -  -  384 

Bed  and  bedding,  -----  160 
Tuition  fees  at  Washington  college,  ...  320 

  4,064 
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Brought  forward,         -  4,064 

Emoluments  of  principal  professor,                 ...  1,500 

Assistant  to  do.          -  1,000 

Teacher  of  drawing,   -----  8fJ0 

Fencing  master,         -----  600 

Surgeon,  medicine  and  attendance,  -                -                -                -  160 

Two  musicians,         .....  300 

Two  servants,            .....  250 

Repairs  of  buildings,  arms,  &c.      ....  400 

Powder,  balls,  &c.  for  infantry  and  artillery  practice,          -               -  350 

Contingencies,           .....  500 


S  9,914 

very  nearly  1 10,000  per  annum. 

This  is  the  annual  amount  which  would  be  necessary  to  secure  the  benefits  of  the  institution  to  one  regular 
cadet  out  of  each  district,  which  the  law  probably  contemplated.  And,  indeed,  this  number  would  appear  eli- 
gible also  to  keep  at  all  times  a  suitable  guard  on  foot  without  burdening  the  young  men  with  duty  to  an 
extent  that  might  so  much  interfere  with  their  studies  as  to  almost  annul  the  advantages  they  are  intended  to 
derive  from  the  Institute. 

The  board  being  compelled  to  limit  the  regular  appointments  to  twenty  cadets,  made  their  selection  from  a 
numerous  list  of  well  recommended  applicants,  in  due  proportion  with  the  population  of  each  of  the  four  great  con- 
stitutional divisions  of  the  state  ;  13  others  paying  their  expenses  were  also  chosen,  as  far  as  practicable,  with 
the  same  apportionment ;  making  in  all  33  cadets  of  both  classes,  being  one  more  than  the  number  which  can  at 
present  be  accommodated  in  the  barracks.  Several  candidates  were  also  selected  in  September  out  of  each 
division  to  supply  vacancies. 

At  the  November  meeting,  28  cadets  appeared,  viz  :  the  20  regular  cadets  and  8  of  the  other  class,  who 
were  all  examined  and  admitted,  after  having  each  signed  the  required  pledge  contained  in  the  regulations. 
Six  new  appointments  were  made  at  the  same  time,  to  till  up  the  place  of  those  who  failed  to  report  themselves. 

The  young  men  who  relieved  the  former  guard  took  their  post  with  cheerfulness;  and  although  in  the  midst 
of  a  snow  storm,  performed  their  new  duties  with  alacrity  and  a  degree  of  order  that  exceeded  the  anticipations  of 
the  board,  and  were  highly  gratifying  to  all.  Indeed,  it  would  hardly  have  been  possible  to  have  selected  an 
equal  number  of  young  men  of  as  good  appearance  and  propriety  of  behaviour.  They  promise  fair  to  do  credit 
to  the  Institute,  and  justify  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  its  friends.    Their  names  are  as  follow : 


William  Forbes, 
Lewis  A.  Garnett, 


William  D.  Fair, 
John  B.  Strange, 
James  II.  Jamieson, 
Valentine  C.  Saunders, 


James  Kenney, 
Edmund  Pendleton, 


Boaz  Tibbs, 
Charles  P.  Deyerley, 


REGULAR  CADETS. 
Below  Tide  Water. 


City  of  Richmond. 
King  and  Queen. 


John  T.  Smith, 
James  H.  Lawrence, 


Between  Tide  Water  and  the  Blue  Ridge. 


Amherst. 
Fluvanna. 
Culpepcr. 
Loudoun. 


Charles  Crump, 
Oscar  M.  Knight, 
Samuel  Pryor, 
Wyatt  Elliott, 


Between  the  Blue  Ridge  and  the  Alleghany. 


Rockingham. 
Botetourt. 


John  W.  Jones, 
Thomas  Cramer, 


West  of  the  Alleghany. 


Monongalia. 
Montgomery. 


Benjamin  Sharp, 
David  Chilton, 


Norfolk. 
Caroline. 


Powhatan. 
Nottoway. 
Brunswick. 
Buckingham. 


Shenandoah. 
Frederick. 


Lee. 

Kanawha. 
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Ph.  J.  Winn, 
Henry  B.  Suropter, 
Everett  Carter, 
John  S. 


Logan, 


Fluvanna. 
Campbell. 
Albemarle. 
Rockbridge. 


William  S.  Beale, 
J.  W.  Bell, 
W.'H.  Henderson, 
James  Marshall, 


Shenandoah. 
Augusta. 
Loudoun. 
Warren. 


Transfer  of  Property.— On  the  11th  instant,  the  grounds,  buildings,  and  arms,  and  all  other  property 
belonging  to  the  Lexington  arsenal,  were  received  by  the  board  and  placed  by  them  in  the  charge  of  major  F. 
H.  Smith,  the  principal  professor  of  the  Virginia  military  institute  and  the  service  of  the  cadets  began. 

Buildings. — In  consequence  of  the  authorization  given  by  the  legislature  for  the  erection  of  buildings,  con- 
tracts were  entered  into  with  col.  John  Jordan  for  the  carpentry  and  James  Alcxatider  for  the  brick  work  of  a 
dwelling  house  for  the  principal  professor,  and  for  raising  the  present  barracks  one  story  higher;  the  whole  to 
cost  S 4-500.    These  were  found  indispensable  for  the  accommodation  of  32  cadets  and  the  steward. 

I  have  prepared  for  your  excellency  a  drawing  shewing  the  barracks  as  they  were,  and  another  exhibiting 
the  buildings  of  the  military  institute,  as  at  present ;  together  with  the  addition  of  another  house  similar  to  that 
of  the  principal  professor,  which  will,  by  forming  the  other  wing  of  the  building,  complete  the  symmetrical 
appearance  of  the  front.  The  board  felt  anxious  to  contract  for  this  house  also,  but  were  prevented  by  the 
inadequacy  of  their  means,  which  compelled  them  to  limit  their  expenditures  for  the  present  to  the  most 
urgent  buildings  as  described  above. 

At  present  the  steward  occupies  in  the  central  barracks  five  rooms,  one  of  which  for  a  kitchen  ;  himself, 
his  family  and  servants  being  thus  lodged  among  the  cadets;  this  now  unavoidable  circumstance,  it  will  strike 
every  one,  is  highly  unfavourable  to  the  maintenance  of  good  order  and  discipline  within  the  Institute,  and 
farthermoro  excludes  20  cadets  of  the  second  descriplion,  who  could  otherwise  l>e  admitted  ;  a  most  important 
consideration  both  as  regards  the  lightening  of  the  military  duties  and  promoting  more  emulation  by  the  increase 
of  numbers  without  mentioning  the  additional  means  to  be  thus  obtained. 

The  board,  for  the  preceding  reasons,  are  very  solicitous  to  have  this  house  erected  :  it  is  to  contain  also 
the  mess-hall,  and  thus  that  department  will  be  entirely  unconnected  with  the  interior  of  the  establishment :  it 
will  cost  about  $3,000. 

The  board  have  had  to  sustain  an  expense  for  covering  anew  the  barracks  with  tin ;  the  old  tin  roof  being 
altogether  out  of  repair.  They  had  conceived  that  they  were  to  have  received  the  buildings  in  perfect  order,  and 
that  this  charge  belonged  properly  to  the  old  fund :  the  decision  of  the  council,  however,  being  to  the  contrary, 
a  sum  of  $  450  thus  expended,  must  be  added  to  the  cost  of  buildings. 

(hounds. — On  examination  of  the  premises  the  board  found  that  they  were  so  broken  and  uneven  for  mili- 
tary exercises,  that  it  would  be  indispensable  to  enlarge  them  for  the  purpose,  and  an  opportunity  ofhVing  to 
acquire  an  adjoining  piece  of  tolerably  level  ground,  they  embraced  it  and  purchased  6$  acres  for  $405,  the 
title  to  which  has  been  made  over  to  the  commonwealth. 

Water. — The  board  have  found  the  Institute  very  badly  supplied  with  water;  and  considering  this  provision 
a  matter  of  great  moment  as  regards  comfort,  and  still  more,  protection  against  fire,  would  wish  to  have  water 
conveyed  to  the  interior  of  the  Institute  by  pipes.  The  cost  would  be  about  $750.  This  small  sum  maybe 
the  means  of  saving  the  considerable  amount  of  property  owned  there  by  the  state  from  a  general  conflagration, 
which  could  never  take  place  but  for  the  want  of  water,  where  so  many  active  young  men  and  a  vigilant  guard 
will  always  be  at  hand. 

Expenses. — The  immediate  expense  to  the  state  of  each  regular  cadet,  as  appears  above,  will  be  about  S  127 
per  annum,  exclusive  of  general  expenses.  The  expenses  of  students  other  than  regular  cadets  will  be  about 
$  152  upon  an  average. 

The  total  expense  for  32  regular  cadets  has  been  estimated  above  at  about  $  10,000  annually  ;  but  with  the 
present  charges  for  buiHings,  it  will  require  good  management  and  the  most  strict  economy  to  support  tvecnty 
cadets,  even  with  the  present  reduced  emoluments  of  the  assistant  professor,  and  dispensing  with  the  teacher 
of  drawing  and  sword  master,  though  both  usually  attached  to  all  such  institutions. 

It  the  board  could  be  relieved  from  the  cost  incurred  for  buildings,  and  allowed  the  means  of  erecting  a 
steward's  house,  then  the  number  of  cadets  of  both  descriptions  might  be  increased  to  56,  and  the  prosperity  of 
the  institution  more  certainly  secured.    The  outlay  would  then  be  : 

Already  contracted  for — Principal  professor's  house  and  raising  of  the  barracks,  -  4,500 

Covering  the  latter  with  tin,        ...  -  450 

Indispensable  additions— One  house  for  the  steward,        ...  .  3,000 

Conveying  water  by  pipes,        ...  -  750 

Fences,  out  buildings,  levelling  ground,  &c.,  -  -  1,600 


$10,200 
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Treaturer'i  Account. — The  account  of  the  treasurer  was  examined  and  approved  by  the  board  of  visitors, 
and  is  herewith  submitted.  It  exhibits  expenses  up  to  the  lllh  of  November  ot  $  2007  81$,  most  of  which  on 
account  of  buildings,  books  and  lot. 

Arms. — The  board  have  inspected  the  boxes  of  arms  and  found  them  in  a  good  state  of  preservation. 
There  are  in  the  arsenal  from  800  to  1000  muskets  and  rifles,  which  are  out  of  order,  and  were  deposited  there 
many  years  ago,  until  they  should  be  sent  for  from  Richmond  to  be  repaired.    They  recommend  its  being  done. 

One  hundred  small  muskets  and  twelve  small  swords  similar  to  those  used  at  West  Point  are  wanted  for 
the  use  of  the  cadets  at  the  Institute.  The  board  has  appointed  general  B.  Peyton,  one  of  its  members,  to  make 
application  to  the  war  department  for  the  same,  as  a  part  of  the  next  apportionment  to  this  state  from  the  United 
States  under  the  act  of  congress  of  1S0S,  your  excellency  approving  and  confirming  the  same.  Application 
has  probably  already  been  made  to  you  for  four  of  the  six  brass  six  pounders  lately  received  from  the  United 
States.    Tbey  arc  necessary  for  artillery  exercises  at  the  Institute. 

Although  the  buildings  were  not  quite  finished,  the  Institute  has  now  gone  into  operation.  The  number  of 
regular  cadets  was  complete,  but  that  of  the  others  was  not  quite  so.  From  this  circumstance,  however,  no  un- 
favourable conclusion  is  to  be  drawn,  as  it  naturally  results  from  the  fact  that  almost  all  the  first  applicants  were 
for  admission  as  regular  cadets,  and  that  a  great  proportion  of  those  of  the  other  class  were  appointed  from 
among  these  early  applicants,  many  of  whom  found  themselves  unable  to  accept.  There  is,  on  the  contrary,  a 
very  favourable  feeling  towards  this  infant  institution  prevailing,  not  only  among  the  public  of  Virginia,  but  even 
in  other  states,  from  which  applications  have  actually  been  made,  which,  under  the  law,  the  board  had  no  power 
to  grant :  and  from  every  indication,  it  may  be  expected  that  when  the  Institute  is  in  full  operation,  the  want 
of  accommodations  alone  will  limit  the  number  of  cadets.  It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  the  West  Point  aca- 
demy, created  with  its  present  number  of  cadets,  when  the  population  of  the  United  States  was  hardly  one  half 
of  what  it  is  at  the  present  day,  can  admit  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  annual  candidates.  Nor  is  that  school 
so  much  desired  for  the  advantages  of  gratuitous  education  and  ultimate  appointment  it  affords  ;  for  many  pa- 
rents have  applied  to  have  their  sons  educated  there  as  supernumeraries  at  their  own  expense,  and  many  more  do 
not  wish  for  the  appointment  in  the  army  bestowed  upon  graduates.  It  is  the  high  learning  acquired  at  that  school 
and  its  discipline  which  constitute  its  attractions.  At  an  age  when  passions  are  yet  unmitigated  by  the  lessons 
of  experience,  it  is  generally  imprudent  to  trust  to  the  self-government  of  a  young  man.  Habits  of  unrestrained 
indulgence  have  frequently  laid  the  foundation  of  the  ruin  of  youths  who,  if  submitted  to  proper  discipline  and 
restraint  at  this  trying  season  of  life,  when  the  seeds  of  good  or  evil  take,  so  readily  root,  would  otherwise  have 
become  useful  and  distinguished  members  of  society.  The  wise  and  prudent  parent  will  choose  for  his  son  that 
education  which  will  impart  to  him  habits  of  order  and  regularity,  and  that  seminary  where  a  degree  of  parental 
authority  may  exercise  a  beneficial  control  over  his  actions.  Here  will  be  a  school  patronized  by  the  state,  and 
the  essential  principle  of  which  will  be  a  sense  of  honour  and  duty.  There  the  young  student  will  find  in  each 
one  of  his  associates  the  correct  deportment  of  a  gentleman  and  the  honourable  feelings  of  a  soldier.  Impres- 
sions received  at  that  age  will  rarely  fade  away,  and  the  youth  who  shall  have  learned  to  perform  his  duty  punc- 
tually and  to  acquit  himself  honourably  on  all  occasions,  may  be  expected  to  regulate  all  his  future  actions  by 
the  same  propriety  of  conduct  and  to  establish  for  himself  the  character  of  a  respectable  citizen.  To  have  passed 
through  the  strict  ordeal  of  this  school  will  be  a  most  honourable  diploma.  Such  will  be  the  advantages  of  the 
Institute  to  its  young  graduates. 

To  the  state  it  will  procure  every  year  a  number  of  talented  young  men,  engineers  and  soldiers,  ready  to 
serve  her  usefully  in  case  of  need,  and  it  will  promote  and  diffuse  a  knowledge  of  military  science  more  effec- 
tually than  any  militia  law  could  do. 

Very  respectfully  submitted. 

C.  CROZET, 
Praidcnt  Board  of  ViiUor*  V.  M.  1. 
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TREASURER'S  ACCOUNT. 
VIRGINIA  MILITARY  INSTITUTE 


CR. 


1939. 
July 

Aug. 
Sept. 

Octo. 


Nov'r 


6,  To  paid  John  Jordan,            -  668  00 

To  paid  James  Alexander,     -  432  00  k 

19,  To  paid  James  M'Dowell  for  books,  400  00 

4,  To  paid  Robert  White  for  lot,  405  00 

10,  To  paid  col.  Crozet  for  uniform,  19  26 
6,  To  paid  for  20  matrasses,      -  100  00 

To  paid  for  2 J  q'rs  paper  at  30  c.  0  70 
To  paid  for  1     "  printer's  paper,  0  31 
To  paid  for  1  box  wafers,      -  0  06J 
To  paid  postage  account,       -  4  70 
12,  To  paid  for  digging  ditch,      -  0  10 
16,  To  paid  for  4lbs.  nails,          -  0  40 
26,  To  paid  freight  on  box  of  books,  3  45 
To  paid  for  covering  house,  &c.  6  50 
23,  To  paid  for  13$  yds.  ticking  for  pil- 
low cases,  at  314  c.         -  4  15 
To  paid  for  thread,              -  0  10 
31,  To  paid  for  31  yds.  cotton  for  pil- 
low slips,  at  12  J  cts.        -  3  83 
To  paid  for  'J  spools  cotton,  at  10  c.  0  20 
To  raid  freight  on  matrasses  from 

Philadelphia  to  Richmond,  4  40 

2,  To  paid  Dickson  for  1  day's  work,  0  75 

4,  To  paid  for  3  yds.  cotton  for  slips, 

at  12$  cents,                  -  0  37$ 

5,  To  paid  for  hauling  two  bales  ma- 

trasses,           -             -  5  88 

6,  To  paid  for  cleaning  bricks,  &c.  6  88 

7,  To  paid  4  boys  for  removing  clay, 

at  25  cents,  -  -  1  00 
To  paid  Cudjo  and  Moses  for  three 

days  work,  -  -  2  00 
To  paid  Ruff*  &  Sehorn  for  36Jlbs. 

feathers,  at  50  cents,  -  13  26 
To  paid  making  20  pillow  cases,  at 

12$  cents,  -  -  2  60 
To  paid  making  40  pillow  slips,  at 

9  cents,           -             -  3  60 

8,  To  paid  J.  A.  Cummings  for  blank 

books,             -             -  15  75 

To  paid  acc't  book  for  treasurer,  0  75 

11,  To  paid  soldier  for  1  day's  work,  0  75 
To  balance  in  treasury,         -  492  18J 


1839. 

July  6,  By  draft  to  John  Jordan  on  < 

wealth,  -  56S00 

By  draft  to  James  Alexander  on  com- 
monwealth, -  -      432  00 
Aug.  6,  By  draft  to  Bank  of  Virginia,    do.  1,600  00 


$2,500  00 


$2,500  00 
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LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS  OF  WASHINGTON  COLLEGE  AT  LEXINGTON, 

VIRGINIA. 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES. 


HENRY  RUFFNER,  Ei-OJficio  President. 

EDWARD  GRAHAM,  Secretary. 

ANDREW  ALEXANDER. 

JOHN  ALEXANDER. 

ROBERT  WHITE. 

SAMUEL  M'D.  REID. 

WILLIAM  TAYLOR. 

ANDREW  B.  DAVIDSON. 

JAMES  M'DOWELL. 

SIDNEY  S.  BAXTER. 


JAMES  MORRISON. 
THOMAS  MASSIE. 
JOHN  H.  PEYTON. 
JOHN  D.  EWING. 
REUBEN  GRIGSBY. 
ROBERT  R.  BARTON. 
ALEXANDER  T.  BARCLAY. 
JOSEPH  STEELE. 
CHARLES  L.  FRANCISCO. 


BOARD  OF  VISITORS  OF  THE  " VIRGINIA  MILITARY  INSTITUTE." 


NAMES. 

Col.  Claude  Crozet,  President  and 

Principal  Engineer  of  the  state, 
Gen.  Peter  C.  Johnston, 
Gen.  Thos.  H.  Botts,  - 
Capt.  John  F.  Wilt,  ... 
Col.  Charles  P.  Dorman, 


Richmond. 
Abingdon. 
Fredericksburg. 


NAMES. 

John  T.  L.  Preston,  Esq.  ... 
Alfred  Leyburn,  -  -  -  - 
Jambs  M'Dowell,  .... 
Hugh  Barclay,  -  -  -  -  - 
Gen.  B.  Pbyton,  Adj't  Gen'l  of  the  state, 
and  ex-officio  a  member  of  the  board,  - 


Lexington. 
Lexington. 


FACULTY. 

HENRY  RUFFNER,  D.  D.,  President  and  Professor  of  Ethics  and  Rhetoric. 
GEORGE  E.  DABNEY,  A.  M.,  Professor  of  Languages. 
PHILO  CALHOON,  A.  M.,  Cincinnati  Professor  of  Mathematics. 
GEORGE  D.  ARMSTRONG,  A.  M.,  Robinson  Professor  of  Physical  Science. 
FRANCIS  H.  SMITH,  Cincinnati  Professor  of  Military  Sciences 
JACOB  FULLER,  A.  B.,  Superintendent  of  the  Preparatory  School. 


LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS. 


CHAPTER  I.  OF  THE  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COLLEGE. 

1.  The  immediate  government  of  the  students,  and  administration  of  the  college  laws,  is  committed  to  the 
president,  professors  and  tulors,  who  arc  charged  with  the  regular  course  of  instruclion  in  the  college. 

2.  No  member  of  the  faculty  is  to  engage  in  any  pursuit  that  may  interfere  with  the  staled  and  punctual  dis- 
charge of  his  official  duties. 

3.  The  president  is  ex-officio  chairman  of  the  faculty.  He  is  to  preside  at  examination*  and  commence- 
ments and  to  confer  all  degrees. 


•In  the  Virginia  military  institute  connected  with  the  college. 
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4.  The  faculty  shall  hold  stated  meetings  as  often  as  they  may  deem  expedient  for  the  interests  of  the  col- 
lege, and  the  president  may  appoint  special  meetings  at  discretion. 

5.  The  decision  of  the  faculty  shall  he  determined  in  every  case  by  the  votes  of  the  members  present;  and 
should  the  votes  at  any  time  be  equally  divided,  the  president  shall  moreover  have  a  casting  vote. 

6.  The  faculty  shall  appoint  a  clerk  to  record  their  transactions,  and  the  record  shall  be  laid  before  the  board 
of  trustees  whenever  they  may  call  for  it. 

7.  The  faculty  shall  exercise  a  constant  and  parental  oversight  of  the  students ;  and  shall  frequently  visit 
their  rooms  to  prompt  them  to  diligence  in  their  studies  and  attention  to  the  college  rules. 

8.  The  faculty  shall  have  an  entire  control  of  the  college  buildings,  and  shall  distribute  the  students  in  the 
rooms  as  they  may  deem  advisable. 

9.  If  any  member  of  the  faculty  be  refused  admittance  into  a  room,  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night,  or  if 
he  find  the  door  locked  he  may  force  an  entrance,  and  the  damage  resulting  shall  he  repaired  at  the  expense  of 
the  students  who  may  happen  to  he  in  the  room  at  the  time.  But  if  no  student  be  within,  or  the  names  of  those 
within  cannot  be  ascertained,  and  the  entrance  be  at  an  hour  when  the  students  are  required  by  law  to  be  in 
their  rooms,  the  damage  shall  be  repaired  at  the  expense  of  the  occupants. 

10.  The  faculty  may  from  time  to  time  adopt  any  rules  and  regulations,  not  inconsistent  with  the  college 
laws,  for  the  belter  government  of  the  students  and  for  the  more  effectual  execution  of  the  laws ;  and  all  rules 
and  regulations  promulgated  by  the  faculty,  shall  have  the  same  force  and  validity  as  the  printed  laws. 

CHAPTER  II.— OF  ADMISSION. 

1.  No  person  shall  be  admitted  as  a  student  unless  the  faculty  have  satisfactory  evidence  that  he  is  of  good 
moral  character,  orderly  habits,  and  if  he  come  from  another  seminary  of  learning,  that  he  was  not  dismissed 
therefrom  for  misconduct. 

2.  The  requisites  for  admission  into  any  department  of  college  instruction,  shall  be  a  competent  knowledge 
of  English  grammar,  geography  and  arithmetic,  especially  vulgar  and  decimal  fractions,  and  the  rule  of  pro- 
portion. 

For  admission  into  the  lowest  class  in  the  language  department,  the  applicant  must  be  well  versed  in  the 
grammar  of  the  language  which  he  proposes  to  study,  and  with  the  application  of  its  rules  in  parsing;  in  addi- 
tion to  which  he  must  have  read  accurately  the  following  books  or  their  equivalent,  to  wit:  in  Latin,  Justin,  6 
books ;  in  Ca-sar,  6  books ;  Sallust's  Jugurthine  War ;  Gold's  Ovid  throughout,  with  the  Latin  Prosody ;  Vir- 
gil's Bucolics,  Gcorgics  and  6  books  of  the  /Eneid ;  and  at  least  6  orations  of  Cicero.  In  Greek,  Jacob's  Greek 
Reader  throughout. 

3.  For  an  advanced  standing  in  any  department,  the  student  must  have  stood  an  approved  examination  on 
the  previous  studies  of  that  department.  For  admission  into  the  class  of  Natural  Philosophy,  he  must  have 
studied  algebra,  plane  geometry  and  plane  trigonometry  at  least. 

4.  No  student  shall  be  admitted  for  a  less  time  than  till  the  close  of  the  session.  If  he  enter  before  the 
middle  of  the  session  he  shall  pay  the  fees  of  the  whole  session  ;  if  after  the  middle,  he  shall  pay  half  the  fees. 
Such  as  are  exempted  by  the  board  of  trustees  from  the  payment  of  tuition  fees,  shall  nevertheless  pay  room- 
rent  and  deposit. 

5.  At  entrance  each  student  shall  produce  the  treasurer's  receipt  for  his  fees,  and  shall  then  inscribe  his 
name  in  the  matriculation  book,  under  a  promise  that  "  he  will  faithfully  endeavour  while  a  student  of  Wash- 
ington college  to  obey  all  its  laws,  rules  and  regulations."  Annexed  to  his  name  he  shall  insert  also  the  name 
and  place  of  residence  of  his  parent  or  guardian.  No  student  shall  be  permitted  to  remain  more  than  two  days 
in  the  college  buildings,  nor  be  admitted  into  any  class,  without  producing  such  receipt,  unless  for  special  rea- 
sons the  faculty  grant  him  indulgence  for  a  limited  time. 

CHAPTER  HI.  THE  COURSES  OF  STUDY  PURSUED  IN  THE  COLLEGE. 

1.  The  regular  course  of  studies  for  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 
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The  studies  of  this  department  arc  arranged  in  two  biennial  courses,  so  that  each  book  may  be  read  only  in 
alternate  years.    The  student  may,  with  equal  convenience,  begin  with  the  books  of  either  year. 

The  books  in  the  left  hand  column  will  be  read  in  the  years  beginning  with  September  1st,  1839, 1841, 
1843,  &c.,  and  those  in  the  right  hand  column  in  the  years  1840, 1842,  1844,  &c. 


First,  or  Second  Year. 

Latin.    Tacitus,  Historia,  Germania  and  Agricola. 
Pliny ;  Select  Epistles. 


Xenophon's  Cyropedia  and  Memorabilia. 
Adam's  Roman  Antiquities,  Butler's  Ancient 
Geography. 

Greek  Testament,  weekly. 
Third,  or  Fourth  Year. 


Latin.    Select  Satires  of  Horace, 
Juvenal  and  Perseus. 

Greek.  Homer's  Iliad. 

Greek  Testament,  weekly. 


Second,  or  Firtt  Year. 

Latin.  Livy,  (Folsom's)  Cicero,  De  Officiis,  De  Se- 
nelute  and  De  Amicetia. 

Greek.  Herodotus,  Demosthenes's  Select  Orations, 
Cleveland's  Antiquities  of  Greece,  Butler's 
Ancient  Geography. 

Greek  Testament,  weekly. 

Fourth,  or  Third  Year. 

Latin.   Odes  and  Epistles  of  Horace. 
Select  Plays  of  Terence. 

Greek.  (Kdipus  Tyrannus  of  Sophocles,  and  Medea 
of  Euripides. 

Greek  Testament,  weekly. 


Written  translations  to  be  frequently  required  of  a  1  the  language  classes. 
Lempriere's  Classical  Dictionary  and  Butler's  Atlas  Classica,  to  be  used  for  reference  by  all  the  classes. 


MATHEMATICAL  DEPARTMENT. 


First  Year. 

Algebra  through  Quadratic  Equations.    Day  or  Young. 
Plane  Geometry,  three  or  four  books.    (Davies's  Le- 
gend re.) 

Plane  Trigonometry.    (Davies's  Legendre.) 
Mensuration  of  Heights  and  Distances  ;  Land  Survey- 
ing and  Navigation.    (Cambridge  Topography.) 
Practical  Exercises  in  Trigonometry  aud  Surveying. 


Second  I 


car. 


Algebra  and  Geometry  completed. 

Theory  and  use  of  Logarithms. 

Spherical  Trigonometry.    (Davies's  Legendre.) 

Spherical  Projections,  Dialling,  Nautical  Astronomy, 
Trigonometrical  Surveying  and  Levelling.  (Cam- 
bridge Topography.) 

Analytical  Geometry  and  Conic  Sections.  (Davies.) 


EXTRA  MATHEMATICAL  COURSE,  NOT  REQUIRED  FOR  A  DEGREE. 

Theory  of  Numbers,  Descriptive  Geometry  and  exercises  in  drawing,  Differential  and  Integral  Calculus, 
Civil  Engineering. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  PHYSICAL  SCHSNCE. 

Third  Year  of  the  Regular  Course. 

Chemistry,  Electricity,  Magnetism,  Heat. 
Mechanics,  Hydrostatics,  Pneumatics. 
Optics,  Astronomy. 

Lectures  on  Botany,  Mineralogy  and  Geology. 

The  subjects  in  this  course  are  to  be  taught  by  lectures,  experiments  and  recitations  from  text  books,  (ex- 
cept the  last  named,  which  are  taught  by  lectures  only.) 

Text  Books. — Turner's  Chemistry,  Olmstead's  Natural  Philosophy  and  Herschell's  Astronomy. 
The  members  of  the  class  to  write  monthly  essays  on  themes  taken  from  their  studies. 
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RHETORICAL  AND  ETHICAL  DEPARTMENT. 
Fourth  Year  of  the  Regular  Count. 

RHETORICAL  COURSE. 


Philosophical  Grammar,  (by  lectures,)  Logic,  (Whately's.) 

Rhetoric  and  Criticism,  (lectures  and  recitations  from  Blair  or  Campbell.)  History,  (Tytler's  Elements.) 
Weekly  exercises  in  composition  and  elocution. 

ETHICAL  COURSE. 

Mental  Philosophy,  (Upham's  abridgment,  with  lectures.) 
Moral  and  Political  Philosophy,  (Paley's,  with  lectures.) 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  (lectures  and  recitations.) 
Law  of  Nations,  (lectures  ;  Vattel  to  he  consulted.) 
Political  Economy,  (Wayland's,  with  lectures.) 

Besides  the  subjects  above  specified,  the  professor  in  this  department  is  to  lecture  on  Sunday  mornings,  to 
all  tbe  students,  on  Natural  Theology  and  the  Evidences  of  Christianity. 

2.  The  Agricultural  course  of  itudiet,  designed  to  qualify  young  men  to  become  intelligent  farmers. 
The  studies  most  essential  to  an  agriculturalist  may  be  completed  in  two  years. 


FIRST  YEAR. 


Mathematics. 


Rhetorical  Studies. 


Algebra,  through  quadratics. 

Plane  Geometry. 

Plane  Trigonometry. 

Mensuration  of  heights  and  distances. 

Land  Surveying. 

Philosophical  Grammar,  (with  special  reference  to  the 
English  language,)  Logic,  Rhetoric,  History,  Compo- 
sition and  Elocution. 


SECOND  YEAR. 

General  Chemistry. 
Natural   Philosophy,   (including  Mechanics,  Hydrosta- 
tics, &c.) 

Botany,  Mineralogy,  Geology  and  Agricultural  Chemistry. 
Moral  Sciences.  Mental  Philosophy,  Moral  Philosophy,  Political  Philoso- 

phy, with  the  Federal  Constitution. 
Political  Economy. 

By  extending  his  course  to  three  years,  tbe  student  may  complete  the  scientific  studies  of  the  Institution, 
and  either  learn  a  modern  language,  or  improve  his  knowledge  of  the  Latin  if  he  be  prepared  to  join  a  Latin 
class. 

3.  Course  of  studies  in  the  Cincinnati  military  school,  now  established  in  the  college. 
This  will  correspond  nearly  with  the  course  pursued  in  the  Virginia  military  institute,  connected  with  the 
college. 

The  classes  that  confine  themselves  to  this  course,  will  first  occupy  two  years  iu  preparation  for  the  studies 
purely  military.  They  will  take  the  regular  mathematical  course  in  connection  with  the  rhetorical  course,  the 
first  year;  and  with  the  physical  sciences  the  second  year;  and  in  both  years  they  will  occupy  their  spare  time 
in  the  study  of  language,  especially  the  French. 

The  third  year  they  will  be  occupied  chiefly  with  the  extra-mathematics,  drawing,  civil  and  Military  en- 
gineering, (including  fortification  and  gunnery,)  and  other  studies  of  the  same  class  in  Uie  Military  institute. 

The  members  of  this  school  will  also  attend  the  drill  exercise  at  the  Military  institute. 

During  the  connection  formed  between  the  College  and  the  Institute  (and  it  is  designed  and  expected  to  be 
permanent)  the  military  studies  and  exercises  of  this  school,  will  be  conducted  by  the  Cincinnati  professor  of 
military  science,  residing  at  the  Institute,  where  the  military  class  will  attend  daily  for  instruction.  Tbey  will 
be  required  to  wear  on  parade  the  uniform  prescribed  by  the  Institute 
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4.  Course  of  studies  in  the  school  of  civil  engineering. 

This  is  designed  for  such  as  aim  lo  qualify  themselves  for  civil  engineering,  exclusive  of  military  science. 
The  course,  including  preparatory  studies,  will  occupy  three  years. 

The  fibst  yeah.  Mathematics ;  first  year  of  the  regular  course. 

Rhetorical  course,  or  other  auxiliary  study. 
Second  year.  Mathematics.    8econd  year  of  the  regular  course. 

Physical  science  ;  the  regular  course. 
Third  year.  Extra  mathematics,  including  civil  engineering  and  draw- 

ing. 

Moral  sciences  or  other  auxiliary  study. 

5.  Course  of  studies  in  the  school  for  English  teachers. 

This  course  is  designed  to  qualify  teachers  of  common  schools,  and  may  occupy  one,  two  or  more  years, 
according  to  the  degree  of  qualification  aimed  at. 

As  the  student  in  this  department  must  be  previously  acquainted  with  English  grammar,  geography  and 
arithmetic,  as  these  branches  are  usually  taught,  the  course  will  be  as  follows: 

One  year's  course.  Mathematics ;  first  year  of  tbe  regular  course  including  the 

theory  of  arithmetic. 
Rhetorical  studies,  tbe  regular  course,  with  special  refer* 
ence  to  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  English  language, 
with  such  other  auxiliary  studies  as  the  student  can 
take. 

Two  years'  coitrsb.  First  year,  same  as  tbe  preceding. 

Second  year,  regular  course  of  mathematics  completed. 
Physical  sciences ;  regular  course,  grammatical  exercises, 
composition  and  elocution  continued,  Ste- 
in a  more  extended  course  the  Latin  language  ought  to  be  included. 

Besides  the  lectures  in  the  regular  course,  lectures  will  also  be  delivered,  as  occasion  may  require,  on 
geography,  on  English  grammar  and  on  education,  in  reference  especially  to  the  best  methods  of  instruction  and 
tbe  management  of  schools. 

Note.  Students  desirous  of  studying  modern  languages  will  be  taught  either  in  the  college  itself,  or  the  military  institute  con- 
nected with  it. 

CHAPTER  IV.  OF  COMMENCEMENT  AND  DEGREES. 

1.  The  annual  commencement  for  conferring  degrees,  shall  be  held  on  the  last  Thursday  of  June. 

2.  Students  of  this  college,  who  shall  have  stood  an  approved  examination  on  all  the  studies  embraced  in 
tbe  regular  course  described  in  the  preceding  chapter,  shall  be  recommended  by  the  faculty  to  the  board  of  trus- 
tees, as  candidates  for  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 

3.  But  the  degree  shall  not  be  conferred  until  the  student  shall  have  taken  the  part  assigned  him  by  the 
faculty  in  the  public  exercises  of  commencement,  and  his  exercise  shall  be  satisfactory  both  in  matter  and  man- 
ner. Nothing  shall  be  exhibited  by  any  student  at  commencement  but  what  shall  have  been  examined  and  ap- 
proved by  the  faculty  at  least  twelve  days  before  the  exhibition. 

4.  Each  candidate  before  obtaining  the  signature  of  the  president  to  his  diploma,  shall  pay  into  tbe  col- 
lege treasury  such  graduation  fee  as  may  be  required,  not  exceeding  five  dollars. 

6.  When  a  student  shall  continue  to  pursue  his  studies  in  college,  during  one  year  at  least  after  he  shall  be 
entitled  to  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  and  shall  continue  to  maintain  a  good  moral  character,  and  to  employ  himself 
diligently  in  extending  his  knowledge  of  the  languages  and  sciences  taught  in  the  college,  and  shall  satisfy  the 
faculty  of  bis  proficiency  by  an  approved  examination,  he  shall  then  be  recommended  by  them  to  tbe  board  of 
trustees  for  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts. 

6.  Graduates  of  this  college,  who  shall  elsewhere  continue  to  extend  their  literary  and  scientific  acquire- 
ments, and  to  maintain  a  good  moral  character  during  three  years,  may  also  apply  for  the  degree  of  A.  M. 

7.  Resident  graduates  shall  not  be  required  to  pay  tuition  fees  in  college,  it  they  have  previously  resided  in 
college  not  less  than  three  years ;  but  they  shall  be  subject  to  tbe  college  laws  respecting  order  and  moral 
conduct. 

8.  Students  of  this  college,  who  shall  have  completed  any  of  the  lesser  courses  of  study  described  in  tbe 
foregoing  chapter,  and  shall  have  stood  a  satisfactory  examination  on  them  all,  shall  be  entitled  to  an  official  cer- 
tificate with  the  college  seal  annexed,  specifying  the  course  of  studies  which  they  have  completed,  and  the  degree 
of  their  proficiency. 
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CHAPTER  V.— OF  SESSIONS  AND  EXAMINATIONS. 


1.  The  college  year  shall  consist  of  one  session,  beginning  on  the  6rst  day  of  September  and  terminating 
on  the  last  Thursday  of  June,  when  the  annual  vacation  shall  begin  and  continue  to  the  1st  of  September. 

2.  There  shall  be  three  examinations  of  the  students  in  the  course  of  the  session ;  the  first  near  Christmas 
day,  to  be  followed  by  a  recess  of  nine  days ;  the  second  in  the  last  week  of  March ;  and  the  third  at  the  close 
of  the  session.    The  last  shall  be  general  on  all  the  studies  of  the  session. 

3.  Immediately  after  each  examination,  the  faculty  shall  address  circular  letters  to  the  parents  and  guardians 
of  the  students,  giving  the  degree  of  their  scholarship  and  behaviour,  and  the  number  of  their  absences  from  college 
exercises. 

CHAPTER  VI.  OF  THB  BUILDINGS. 

1.  The  buildings  are  entrusted  to  the  care  of  the  faculty,  and  they  may  from  time  to  time  adopt  such  regu- 
lations as  they  may  think  necessary  for  their  preservation  and  repair. 

2.  No  student  shall  do  any  injury  to  the  buildings,  furniture,  or  other  property  of  the  college. 

3.  If  any  student  shall  break  the  windows  or  otherwise  damage  or  deface  the  property  of  the  college,  he  shall 
immediately  repair  the  injury  or  pay  double  damages. 

4.  In  cases  where  the  offender  cannot  be  designated,  the  occupants  of  a  room  shall  repair  its  damages ;  in- 
juries done  to  other  parts  of  the  college  property  by  persons  unknown  to  the  faculty,  shall  be  assessed  on  all  the 
students,  and  charged  in  their  deposit  accounts.  If  a  student's  damages  exceed  his  deposit  he  shall  forthwith 
increase  his  deposit  to  the  requisite  amount,  or  be  dealt  with  as  the  case  may  require  ;  and  where  an  injury  shall 
appear  to  have  been  done  intentionally  or  maliciously,  the  offender  shall  not  only  be  liable  to  double  damages,  un- 
less he  immediately  repair  the  injury,  but  to  any  punishment  allowed  by  the  college  laws,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  faculty. 

5.  All  assessments  for  damages  shall  be  made  by  the  faculty  or  under  their  direction. 

CHAPTER  Vn.  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

1.  At  the  beginning  of  each  session  the  faculty  shall  appoint  a  librarian,  who  shall  continue  in  office  during 
the  session  unless  he  sooner  resign  or  be  displaced  by  the  faculty. 

2.  The  library  shall  be  opened  at  such  limes  as  the  faculty  may  direct. 

3.  No  student  shall  lake  or  have  out  at  one  time  more  than  one  quarlo  or  larger  volume,  or  two  of  a  smaller 
size ;  nor  shall  a  student  keep  out  a  quarto  or  larger  volume  longer  than  four  weeks  without  returning  it,  nor  a  smal- 
ler one  longer  than  three  weeks. 

4.  No  student  shall  lend  a  book  belonging  to  the  library,  nor  carry  it  away  from  the  vicinity  of  college,  with- 
out permission  of  the  faculty. 

5.  Members  of  the  facully  may  retain  in  their  keeping  books  relating  to  the  subjects  which  they  teach  so 
long  as  the  general  interests  of  the  institution  will  permit. 

6.  All  books  taken  out  of  the  library  shall  be  returned  at  least  three  days  before  the  end  of  the  session. 

7.  If  any  student  keep  out  a  book  longer  than  the  time  prescribed,  he  shall  be  fined  12J  cents  per  week, 
and  the  fine  may  be  charged  to  his  deposit  account. 

8.  Every  student  shall  pay  for  any  injury  sustained  by  a  book  in  his  possession — the  damage  to  be  assessed 
by  the  librarian,  subject  however  to  an  appeal  to  the  facully.  If  leaves  be  torn  out  of  a  book,  or  it  be  otherwise 
essentially  injured,  the  student  may  keep  it,  but  must  pay  its  market  value  in  Lexington,  and  ten  percent,  addi- 
tional ;  and  if  the  volume  be  part  of  a  set,  he  shall  pay  at  the  same  rate  for  the  whole,  and  the  set  shall  be  his. 

9.  The  librarian  shall  receive  for  his  compensation  25  cents  from  each  student,  to  be  charged  by  the  trea- 
surer in  his  deposit  account. 

CHAPTER  VIII. — MORAL  RCLES. 

1.  Freedom  of  worship  as  guaranteed  by  the  laws  of  the  state  shall  be  enjoyed  by  every  person  connected 
with  the  college,  and  all  sectarian  influence  is  hereby  prohibited. 

2.  The  students  shall  attend  prayers  in  college  every  morning  and  evening,  and  conduct  themselves  while 
doing  so  with  the  utmost  decorum. 

3.  Every  student  shall  attend  Divine  service  on  the  Sabbath  in  some  church  convenient  to  college— espe- 
cially the  forenoon  service  when  practicable,  and  always  maintain  at  church  a  reverential  deportment. 

4.  On  Sundays,  the  students  shall  attend  moreover  to  instruction  on  natural  theology  and  the  evidences  of 
Christianity,  and  recite  lessous  from  the  Greek  and  English  scriptures. 
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6.  No  student  shall  play  cards,  dice  or  other  game  of  hazard,  make  bets,  be  present  at  a  horse-race,  use 
profane  language,  become  intoxicated,  engage  in  riots  or  mischief  of  any  kind,  or  be  guilty  of  any  other  immo- 
rality. 

6.  Students  shall  not  insult,  quarrel  with  or  strike  one  another,  but  shall  treat  all  persons  with  due  civility 
and  respect. 

7.  Students  shall  not  attend  a  ball  or  dancing  party  during  the  session. 

S.  No  student  shall  keep  fire-arms  or  any  sort  of  weapon  in  or  about  the  college,  or  wear  a  weapon  about 
his  person,  or  practice  shooting  with  pistols.  If  any  student  be  concerned  in  a  duel  as  principal,  second  or  abet- 
tor in  any  way,  he  shall  be  expelled.    Sham  duels  with  fire-arms  are  also  prohibited. 

9.  No  student  shall  bring  or  cause  to  be  brought  into  college  gunpowder  or  intoxicating  liquor,  or  use  them 
in  college;  nor  shall  any  student  make  an  entertainment  without  permission  of  the  faculty. 

10.  Students  when  summoned  before  the  faculty  or  uny  member  of  the  faculty,  shall  appear  promptly;  and 
if  any  one  refuse  to  do  so  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanour  and  dealt  with  according'y. 

11.  If  a  student  during  vacation  or  recess,  be  guilty  of  immorality  or  rude  behaviour,  such  as  would  justify 
*     dismission  if  done  in  college,  the  faculty  may  refuse  him  the  privilege  of  returning  to  college. 

12.  Students  who  remain  in  college  during  vacation  or  recess,  shall  behave  themselves  with  propriety,  or 
the  faculty  may  order  them  to  leave  the  buildings. 

CHAPTER  IX.— OF  PUNISHMENTS. 

1.  The  punishments  used  in  this  institution  are  wholly  of  a  moral  character,  and  are  addressed  to  the  sense 
of  duty  and  to  the  principles  of  honour  and  shame. 

2.  They  arc  as  follows  :  admonition  or  reproof  administered  by  an  officer  of  college  singly  ;  admonition, 
reproof  or  solemn  rebuke  by  a  vote  of  the  faculty.  These  may  be  administered  privately  or  publicly  as  the 
case  may  require.  Putting  the  offender  on  probation  by  a  vote  of  the  faculty;  the  effect  of  which  is  to  expose 
him  lo  a  higher  punishment  for  any  offence  committed  during  his  probation.  Suspension  or  dismission  by  a 
vote  of  the  faculty;  and  expulsion  by  a  vote  of  the  board  of  trustees. 

3.  When  the  general  character  and  conduct  of  a  student  are  such  that  the  faculty  shall  think  his  continu- 
ance at  the  college  injurious  to  its  interests,  they  may  request  his  parent  or  guardian  privately  to  withdraw  him; 
or  if  the  case  require  it  they  shall  themselves  "dismiss  him  ;  especially  if  he  be  habitually  negligent  of  study, 
and  consequently  deficient  in  scholarship;  if  he  be  extravagant  in  his  expenditures,  or  immoral,  vicious  or  mis- 
chievous in  his  private  habits,  although  he  may  not  be  convicted  by  regular  proof  of  specific  acts ;  yet  if  the 
faculty  be  in  any  way  convinced  that  such  is  his  character  they  may  at  discretion  cause  him  to  leave  the  college. 

4.  When  a  student  shall  be  suspended  or  dismissed,  the  faculty  shall  require  him  lo  leave  the  college,  and 
if  he  be  not  a  resident  of  Lexington,  lo  leave  the  town  also,  allowing  him  a  reasonable  lime  to  prepare  for  his 
departure;  and  if  he  refuse  to  comply  with  this  requisition  he  shall  be  expelled. 

5.  A  student  under  suspension  shall  continue  lo  pursue  his  studies,  and  shall  pass  a  satisfactory  examination 
before  he  is  reinstated. 

6.  When  a  student  shall  be  sent  away  from  the  college  by  the  faculty,  or  when  the  faculty  arc  satisfied  that 
ill  health  makes  it  necessary  for  a  student  to  leave  college,  they  shall  order  the  treasurer  to  refund  to  him  an 
equitable  proportion  of  his  fees. 

CHAPTER  X.— MISCELLANEOUS  REGULATIONS. 

1.  The  students  shall  take  boarding  only  at  houses  approved  by  the  faculty ;  and  a  student  may  be  required 
by  the  faculty  to  change  his  boarding  at  any  time. 

2.  Students  who  board  away  from  home  shall  lodge  in  the  college  buildings,  unless  exempted  for  special 
reasons  by  the  faculty. 

3.  The  intervals  for  meals  and  recreations  are  one  hour  at  breakfust  time,  two  hours  at  noon,  and  not  less 
than  two  nor  more  iban  three  hours,  as  the  faculty  shall  direct,  in  the  evening.  At  all  other  hours  the  students 
shall  study  in  their  rooms,  unless  absent  by  permission  of  some  member  of  the  faculty.  But  the  hours  on  Sa- 
turdays and  Sundays  during  which  the  students  shall  keep  their  rooms,  are  left  to  the  regulation  of  the  faculty. 

4.  The  two  literary  societies  of  college  shall  hold  their  meetings  on  Saturdays  between  the  hours  of  8  a. 
m.  to  6  p.  M. 

6.  The  college  servants  are  under  the  sole  direction  of  the  faculty.  A  sludent  shall  in  no  case  chastise 
them  or  use  abusive  language  to  them,  but  if  he  have  any  complaint  against  them  he  is  to  inform  the  faculty. 
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APPENDIX. 

I.  Of  the  Preparatory  School  connected  with  the  College. 

This  school  is  under  the  immediate  government  of  its  superintendent;  but  the  faculty  are  authorized  to 
exercise  a  general  oversight  of  its  condition  ;  they  may  visit  it  at  any  time  and  examine  its  classes. 

The  subjects  taught  in  this  school  shall  be  those  which  are  requisite  to  admission  into  the  lowest  regular 
class  of  college  and  no  others. 

Members  of  the  preparatory  school  shall  not  lodge  in  the  college  buildings  without  special  permission  of  the 
faculty,  and  then  they  shall  be  subject  to  the  college  rules  of  order  and  moral  conduct.  The  faculty  may  at  any 
time  require  them  to  leave  the  college  and  obtain  lodgings  elsewhere. 

II.  Of  the  connection  between  the  College  and  the  Virginia  Military  Institute. 

These  institutions  being  situated  so  near  to  rach  other  that  the  students  of  the  one  may  conveniently  attend  * 
the  exercises  of  the  other,  tho  two  boards  have  agreed  on  terms  of  connection  and  co-operation,  which  are  sub- 
stantially as  follows : 

1.  Each  institution  is  to  retain  its  distinct  organization  and  government. 

2.  All  the  classes,  lectures  and  exercises  of  instruction  in  the  one  are  to  be  open  to  the  students  and  cadets 
of  the  other,  on  payment  of  tuition  fees  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  per  annum  for  each  class  entered. 

3.  To  secure  order  in  the  interchange  of  instruction,  the  faculty  of  either  institution  may  suspend  from  its 
privileges  any  student  or  cadet  of  the  other,  by  simply  giving  notice  of  the  suspension  and  the  cause  of  it  to  the 
faculty  of  the  other.    Both  faculties  are  to  adopt  the  same  rules  of  order. 

4.  A  student  or  cadet  suspended  or  dismissed  by  his  own  faculty  is  to  be  alike  excluded  from  both  insti- 
tutions. 

5.  Members  of  the  Cincinnati  military  school  in  the  college  are  to  wear  on  parade  the  uniform  of  the 
Institute. 

6.  The  college  board  may  appoint  the  military  professor  in  the  Institute  as  their  professor  of  military  sci- 
ence, and  assign  to  that  professorship  an  equitable  proportion  of  the  Cincinnati  fund.  This  appointment  does 
not  affect  the  distinct  organization  and  government  of  the  institutions;  and  the  college  board  reserve  the  power 
to  withdraw  their  appointment  and  appropriation  on  certain  conditions. 

Note.— It  is  under  this  arrangement  that  ibe  military  professor  of  the  Institute  becomes  Cincinnati  professor  of  military  science 
to  the  college. 


BILL  OF  EXPENSES  IN  THE  COLLEGE. 

Treasurer's  bill  per  annum  :  tuition  30  dollars,  room-rent  4  dollars,  deposit  6  dollars — Total  40  dollars. 
Board  7 J  to  8  dollars  per  month  ;  washing  10  dollars  per  session  ;  fuel  and  candles  about  12  dollars;  bed 
6  to  8  dollars.    Total  per  session  about  140  dollars,  besides  books,  &c. 
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CORRESPONDENCE  BETWEEN  THE  EXECUTIVE  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  THE 

EXECUTIVE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Lieutenant  Governor  of  Virginia  to  Governor  of  New  York. 

RICHMOND,  Ai;gcst  30,  1839. 

SIR, 

On  the  25lh  of  July  (ult.)  I  received  nn  affidavit  signed  by  Miles  King,  mayor  and  a  justice  of 
the  peace  for  Norfolk  borough  in  this  state,  in  which  it  was  solemnly  and  positively  averred  on  oath  by  John  G. 
Colley  of  said  borough  that  on  or  about  the  15th  of  the  same  mouth  Peter  Johnson,  Edward  Smith  and  Isaac 
Gansey,  attached  to  the  schooner  Robert  Center,  thin  in  New  Yotk,  "did  feloniously  steal  and  take  from  the  said 
Collaj  a  certain  negro  slave  named  Isaac,  the  property  of  said  Collcy  ;"  and  it  being  alleged  that  they  were  fugitives 
from  justice,  I  thereupon  made  a  demand  upon  your  excellency  for  the  surrender  of  them  to  John  Caphart,  an 
agent  appointed  for  that  purpose,  in  order  that  they  might  be  brought  back  to  Virginia  to  be  tried  for  the  offence 
charged  upon  them  according  to  our  laws.  On  the  30th  of  July,  as  reported  by  Mr.  Caphart,  and  as  appears 
by  an  informal  note  in  writing  subscribed  by  Samuel  Blackford,  esq.,  your  private  secretary,  and  delivered  to 
bim,  purporting  to  be  by  your  order,  you  received  my  demand  and  promised  to  "  pass  upon  the  subject  within  a 
few  days."  Since  that  time,  however,  although  one  full  month  has  elapsed,  I  have  received  no  official  intelli- 
ence  of  the  disposition  you  have  made  of  it.  As  the  de  mand  was  founded  upon  the  accusation  of  an  offence  pecu- 
aily  and  deeply  affecting  the  general  interest  of  the  good  people  of  this  commonwealth — recognized  as  felony  and 
severely  punished  by  our  laws — and  as,  if  longer  delay  is  permitted,  the  offenders  may  escape  altogether,  I 
trust  you  will  excuse  my  anxiety  for  calling  your  attention  to  the  subject,  and  asking  that  you  will  dispose  of  it 
with  all  convenient  promptitude  after  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  and  apprise  me  of*  the  result. 

With  sentiments  of  high  respect, 

I  am,  sir, 

Your  excellency's 

Most  obedient  servant, 

EL  L.  HOPKINS. 

To  his  Excellency  W.  H.  Seward,  Governor  of  New  York, 
Albany,  New  York. 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 

Richmond,  October  4,  1839. 
SIR, 

Your  letter  of  the  16th  ult.  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  30th  of  August  has  been  received,  by  which  I  am  informed 
you  have  rejected  my  demand  for  the  surrender  of  Peter  Johnson,  Edward  Smith  and  Isaac  Causey,  charged 
upon  solemn  affidavit  of  having  (about  the  15th  of  July  last)  feloniously  stolen  and  taken  fram  John  G.  Colley, 
a  citizen  of  Virginia,  "a  negro  slave  named  Isaac,  the  property  of  said  Colley.'"  I  beg  you  to  be  assured,  sir, 
that  the  views  contained  in  your  letter  have  been  weighed  most  attentively,  anxiously,  and  respectfully ;  and 
but  for  their  novelty  and  dangerous  tendency,  I  should  have  felt  no  wish  to  continue  the  correspondence  be- 
tween us  farther.  But  entertaining  as  I  do  a  fixed  opinion  that  your  doctrines  are  at  war  with  the  language 
and  spirit  of  the  federal  constitution — inconsistent  with  the  true  relations,  rights  and  duties  of  the  stales  of  the 
Union,  and  calculated  to  disturb  the  general  harmony  of  the  country,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  imperious  duty  promptly 
to  protest  against  such  a  precedent,  and  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  the  state  whose  executive  functions  have  been 
temporarily  committed  to  my  charge.  Had  you  placed  your  refusal  to  make  the  surrender  upon  the  ground  of 
the  supposed  defective  affidavit  upon  which  the  demand  was  made,  however  widely  I  might  and  should  have 
differed  in  opinion  with  you  upon  that  subject,  I  would  have  preferred,  and  should  probably  have  adopted,  the 
easier  plan  of  removing  your  difficulties  by  having  it  put  in  an  unexceptionable  form.  But  you  have  rendered  it  un- 
necessary for  me  to  pursue  that  course,  or  to  urge  any  arguments  in  favour  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  affidavit.  You 
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close  the  door  of  informality  by  declaring  that,  "  admitting  (he  affidavit  to  be  sufficient  in  form  and  substanceto  charge 
the  defendant*  with  the  crime  of  ttcaling  a  negro  slave  from  hit  master  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  as  defined  by  the  lam  of 
that  state,  yet  in  my  opinion  the  offence  is  not  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States."  You  then 
proceed  to  define  the  character  of  offences  which  in  your  opinion  were  intended  to  be  embraced  by  the  consti- 
tution in  the  terms  "  treason,  felony  or  other  crime  ;  and  for  the  perpetration  of  which  alone  you  seem  to  think 
it  13  the  right  of  one  executive  to  demand,  and  the  correlative  obligation  of  the  other  to  surrender,  a  fugitive 
from  justice.    Your  language  is  as  follows  : 

"  I  believe  the  right  to  demand,  and  the  reciprocal  obligation  to  surrender  fugitives  from  justice  between 
sovereign  and  independent  nations,  as  defined  by  the  law  of  nations,  include  only  those  cases  in  which  the  acts 
constituting  the  offence  charged  are  recognized  as  crimes  by  the  •universal  law  of  all  civilized  countries.  I  think  it  is 
also  well  understood  that  the  object  of  the  constitutional  provision  in  question,  was  to  recognize  and  establish  this 
principle  in  the  mutual  relations  of  the  states  as  independent,  equal  and  sovereign  communities. "  You  tben  con- 
clude as  the  consequence  of  a  different  doctrine,  that  "civil  liberty  would  be  very  imperfectly  secured  in  any 
country  whose  government  was  bound  to  surrender  its  citizens  to  be  tried  and  condemned,  in  a  foreign  juris- 
diction, for  acts  not  prohibited  by  its  own  laws ;  "  from  which  as  well  as  several  other  portions  of  your  letter,  I 
understand  you  distinctly  as  contending  that  no  state  is  bound  to  surrender  one  of  its  citizens  as  a  fugitive  from 
justice,  unless  the  offence  which  he  is  charged  to  have  committed  in  another  state,  is  recognized  as  felonious  or 
criminal  by  the  laws  of  his  own  state.  Now  sir,  these  doctrines  are  so  completely  at  war  with  what  I  understand  to 
be  the  law  of  nations  governing  the  intercourse,  the  rights  and  obligations  of  separate  and  foreign  countries, 
and  by  consequence,  yet  more  inconsistent  with  the  friendly  and  federal  relations  of  these  states,  as  prescribed 
by  a  constitution  of  government  fully  considered  and  freely  adop'ed  by  each  in  its  sovereign  capacity,  that  I  can- 
not agree  by  remaining  silent  to  be  considered  as  acquiescing  for  a  moment  in  their  correctness.  According 
to  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nations,  every  independent  community  of  people  has  an  undoubted  right  to  farm 
for  itself  a  civil  society — to  construct  its  own  form  ofgovemment — to  devise  and  enact  its  own  system  of  laws — 
to  conduct  its  internal  or  municipal  regulations  in  suc  h  manner  as  may  best  conduce  to  its  own  happiness  and 
prosperity — and  to  establish  by  treaty  or  otherwise  all  such  political  relations  and  commercial  arrangements 
with  other  countries  as  may  not  be  in  conflict  with  the  universal  principles  of  justice,  and  the  rights  of  other 
nations.  It  thus  becomes  a  free,  independent  and  sovereign  slate,  and  assumes  its  proper  station  among  the 
great  family  of  nations.  Neither  the  government  or  the  citizens  of  any  other  country  can  rightfully  interfere 
with  its  municipnl  regulations  in  any  way.  "It  is  an  evident  consequence  of  the  liberty  and  independence 
of  nations,  (says  Vnttel,)  that  all  have  a  right  to  be  governed  as  they  think  proper,  and  that  no  state  has  the 
smallest  right  to  interfere  in  the  government  of  another.  Of  all  the  rights  that  can  belong  to  a  nation, 
sovereignty  is  doubtless  the  most  precious,  and  that  which  other  nations  ought  the  most  scrupulously  to  respect, 
if  they  would  not  do  her  an  injury.  "  The  citizens  of  no  other  country  are  in  anywise  bound  to  put  foot  upon 
her  soil ;  but  if  they  choose  of  their  own  free  will  to  do  so,  they  become  at  once  entitled  to  the  protection,  and 
subject  to  the  penalties  of  her  laws;  and  during  their  sojourn  are  in  duty  bound  to  deport  themselves  as  good 
and  orderly  members  of  the  society  to  which  they  have  thus  temporarily  attached  themselves.  Should  they 
choose  to  pursue  a  different  course,  however,  by  injuring  the  citizens — destroying  or  purloining  their  property, 
and  violating  the  laws,  they  then  forfeit  their  right  of  protection,  and  subject  themselves  to  the  punishment 
affixed  by  the  supreme  authority  to  their  offences. 

According  to  Vattel  page  1G2.  "  If  the  offended  state  has  in  her  power  the  individual  who  has  done  the 
injury,  she  may  without  scruple  bring  him  to  justice  and  punish  him.  If  he  has  escaped  and  returned  to  his  om 
country  she  ought  to  a]iply  to  Ins  sovereign  to  have  justice  done  in  the  case.  And  since  the  latter  ought  not  to  suffer  his 
subjects  to  molest  the  subjects  of  other  states,  or  to  do  them  an  injury,  much  less  to  give  open,  audacious  offence  to 
foreign  powers,  he  ought  to  compel  the  transgressor  to  make  reparation  for  the  damage  or  injury  if  possible,  or 
to  inHiqt  on  him  an  exemplary  punishment ;  or  finally,  according  to  the  nature  and  circumstances  of  the  case,  to 
deliver  him  vp  to  the  offended  state  to  be  there  brought  to  justice.  " 

In  strict  accordance  with  these  views,  arc  those  expressed  by  a  very  able  and  distinguished  citizen  of  your 
state,  James  Kent,  in  the  first  volume  of  his  commentaries  page  36.  "It  has  sometimes  been  made  a  question 
how  far  one  government  was  bound  by  the  law  of  nations,  and,  independent  of  treaty,  to  surrender  upon  demand 
fugitives  from  justice,  who  having  committed  crimes  in  one  country  Bee  to  another  for  shelter.  It  is  declared  by 
the  public  jurists  that  every  state  is  bound  to  deny  an  asylum  to  criminals;  and  upon  application  and  due  examina- 
tion of  the  case,  to  surrender  the  fugitive  to  the  foreign  state  where  the  crime  was  committed.  The  language  of 
the  authorities  is  clear  and  explicit ;  and  the  law  and  usage  of  nations  rest  on  the  plainest  principles  of  justice. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  government  to  surrender  up  fugitives  upon  demand,  after  the  civil  magistrate  shall  have  ascer- 
tained the  existence  of  reasonable  grounds  fur  the  charge,  and  sufficient  to  put  the  accused  upon  his  trial."  Thus  then 
it  is  seen,  even  in  reference  to  nations  not  bound  by  treaty  or  confederated  by  compact,  that  the  usage  of  sur- 
rending  fugitives  from  justice  is  observed  and  cherished  in  the  most  liberal  spirit.  But  the  principle  is  greatly 
enlarged  in  its  application  to  those  countries  situated  near  each  other,  and  whose  citizens  are  engaged  in  con- 
stant negotiations  or  frequent  intercourse  the  one  with  the  other.    In  such  cases  the  duty  of  each  sovereign  to 


Digitized  by  Google 


[Doc.  No.  1.] 


33 


restrain  his  subjects  from  interfering  with  those  of  the  other  becomes  indispensably  necessary  to  secure  the  bles- 
sings of  peace,  and  to  avoid  the  evils  of  a  constant  slate  of  war.  Hence  Vattel,  page  163,  observes,  "The 
matter  is  carried  still  farther  in  states  that  arc  more  closely  connected  by  friendship  and  good  neighbourhood. 
Kven  in  cases  of  ordinary  transgressions  which  are  only  subjects  of  civil  pjoseeulion  either  with  a  view  to  the 
recovery  of  damages  or  the  infliction  ol  a  slight  riitl  punishment,  the  subjects  of  two  neighbouring  slates  nre  reci- 
procally obligctl  to  appear  If/ore  the  magistrate  of  the  place,  where  they  arc  accused  of  ha  ring  Jailed  in  their  duty.  Upon 
a  requisition  of  thai  magistrate,  called  'Letters  Rogatory'  they  are  summoned  in  due  form  by  their  own  magis- 
trates and  obliged  to  appear.  An  admirable  institution,  by  means  of  which,  many  neighbouring  slates  live  to- 
gether in  peace  and  seem  to  form  only  one  republic.  This  is  in  force  throughout  all  Switzerland.  As  soon  as 
the  '  Letters  Rogatory'  arc  issued  in  form  the.  superior  of  the  accused  is  bound  lo  enforce  them.  It  belongs 
not  to  him  to  examine  whether  the  accusation  be  true  or  false.  He  is  to  presume  on  the  justice  of  his  neighbour  and 
not  to  suffer  any  doubts  on  his  own  part  to  impair  an  institution  so  well  calculated  to  preserve  harmony  and 
good  understanding  between  the  stales."  If  this  then  be  the  law  which  experience  has  proven  to  be  salutary 
in  its  operation,  and  which  ought  to  govern  the  relations  of  neighbouring  stales  ordinarily;  and  if  the  liberal  and 
prompt  surrender  of  fugitives  from  justice  has  been  found  to  be  so  essential  in  preserving  peace  between  them, 
surely  every  consideration  of  philanthropy,  patriotism  and  public  duly  require  that  no  impediment  should  be  in- 
terposed to  its  full  and  free  operation  among  the  stales  of  our  federal  union.  Whilst  I  might  therefore  proceed 
to  show  that  this  principle  of  international  law  in  the  absence  of  all  positive  agreement,  applies  in  full  force 
and  with  peculiar  fitness  to  the  relations  of  the  twenty-six  slates  of  our  confederacy,  it  fortunately  becomes  un- 
necessary to  do  so  from  the  fact  that  the  states  themselves  have  long  since  converted  the  abstract  principle  into 
an  express  provision  of  their  fundamental  law.  In  the  4th  article  and  2d  section  of  the  federal  constitution  is 
found  the  following  clause,  "  a  person  charged  in  any  state  with  treason,  felony,  or  other  crime,  who  shall  flee 
from  justice  and  be  found  in  another  state,  shall  on  demand  of  the  executive  authority  of  the  state  from  which 
he  fled,  be  delivered  up  lo  be  removed  to  the  state  having  jurisdiction  of  the  crime."  As  carlv  as  1793  ibe  con- 
gress of  ihe  United  Stales  passed  an  act  providing  for  the  full  and  complete  execution  of  this  provision  of  the 
general  government  by  prescribing  the  form  in  which  the  demand  should  be  made,  and  requiring  the  surrender 
accordingly.  See  laws  of  ihe  United  States,  by  Slory,  vol.  1,  page  2S4.  Thus  the  framers  of  our  federal 
constitution  intended  not  only  to  secure  to  "the  citizens  of  each  slate  nil  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens 
of  the  several  states,"  but  to  preserve  unimpaired  the  happy  and  harmonious  relations  of  all  the  slates  by  requi- 
ring the  prompt  surrender  of  every  person  who  shall  commit  a  criminal  offence  in  one  state  and  flee  to  another 
for  protection,  to  be  removed  for  trial  and  punishment  "ro  the  state  hating  jurisdiction  of  the  crime."  But  accor- 
ding to  your  excellency's  construction  of  this  clause,  tbe  terms  "  treason,  felony,  or  other  crime,"  although  com- 
prehensive enough  to  embrace  all  criminal  offences  and  to  reach  all  fugitives  from  justice,  must  be  so  restricted 
and  interpreted  as  lo  include  only  such  offences  as  "ore  recognized  as  crimes  by  the  universal  law  of  all  civilized  coun- 
tries." Thus  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  may  enter  the  territory  of  New  York  and  commit  a  thousand 
offences  made  criminal  by  your  laws,  to  the  great  annoyance  and  injury  of  your  people,  but  if  they  happen  to 
be  crimes  peculiarly  affecting  the  inhnbilnnts  of  New  York,  or  of  a  grade  or  character  each  not  "  recognized  as 
crimes  by  the  universal  law  of  all  civilized  countries"  you  may  in  vain  demand  iheir  surrender.  You  may 
punish  your  own  citizens  for  committing  similar  offences,  out  those  of  other  states  who  entered  your  territory  for 
the  predetermined  purpose  of  violating  your  laws — injuring  the  rights,  and  disturbing  ihc  repose  of  your  peace- 
ful and  unoffending  countrymen  may  flee  from  your  slate  exulting  in  their  crimes,  and  it  is  neither  your  right  to 
demand  or  the  duty  of  their  governor  to  surrender  them  for  trial  and  punishment.  Such  a  construction  of  the 
clause  in  question  would  utterly  defeat  the  object  of  those  wise  and  sagacious  statesmen  who  framed  the  federal 
compact ;  and  instead  of  promoting  peace  between  the  states,  would,  in  my  humble  judgment,  cherish  a  con- 
stant state  of  excitement  and  collision  between  ihem.  But  sir,  is  it  true  that  the  offence  committed  by  Peter 
Johnson,  Kdward  Smith  and  Isaac  Ganscy,  is  not  recognized  as  criminal  by  "ihe  universal  law  of  all  civilized 
countries"?  They  are  charged  with  feloniously  stealing  from  John  G.  Colley  a  cilizen  of  this  state,  properly 
which  could  not  have  been  worth  less  than  some  six  or  seven  hundred  dollars.  And  I  understand  stealing  to  be 
recognized  as  crime  by  all  laws,  human  and  divine.  But  ynu  escape  this  conclusion  by  informing  me  (the  pro- 
perly stolen  being  a  negro  slave)  "  that  there  is  no  law  of  this  state  which  recognizes  slavery;  no  statute  which  admits 
that  one  man  can  be  the  property  of  another,  or  that  one  man  can  Ite  stolen  from  anvther."  Now  sir,  need  I  tell  you  il  was 
not  at)  offence  against  the  laws  of  New  York  but  those  of  Virginia,  that  the  demand  was  made  ;  and  because  the 
injury  inflicted  upon  a  citizen  of  Virginia  happens  not  to  be  recognized  as  criminal  by  ihc  laws  of  New  York, 
although  expressly  made  felony  by  ihe  laws  of  this  stale  you  refuse  to  surrender  the  offender,  and  by  conse- 
quence to  decline  all  agency  in  redressing  the  grievance  complained  of.  1  do  not  mean  to  be  drawn  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  ihe  abstract  right  of  slavery,  or  to  urge  any  arguments  against  the  right  or  propriety  of  any  nniion  or 
people  to  interfere  with  our  domestic  institutions.  Thai,  I  assure  you  sir  with  all  possible  delerencc  is  not  with 
the  people  of  Virginia  a  debatable  question.  Upon  that  subject  I  need  only  add,  Virginia  knows  her  rights  and 
ttillat  all  times  maintain  them.  But  when  we  remember  that  slavery  has  existed  in  almost  every  civilized  coun- 
try since  the  foundation  of  the  world— that  it  was  recognized  and  not  forbidden  by  ihc  Saviour  of  maukind — 
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that  it  was  for  a  long  series  of  years  recognized  and  tolerated  by  the  legislation  of  New  York,  when  its  citizens 
were  as  good,  virtuous  and  wise  as  they  are  now — that  it  has  existed  in  this  slate  continuously  for  more  than  two 
hundred  years — that  it  still  exists  in  one  half  of  the  states  of  this  Union — and  that  it  is  recognized  and  tolerated 
by  the  constitution  of  the  United  Stales,  the  common  government  of  all  the  states,  you  will  pardon  mo  for 
denying  the  claim  of  authority  in  New  York  lo  pronounce  the  laws  of  Virginia  upou  that  subject  null  and  void, 
because  she  has  thought  proper  to  abolish  slavery  within  her  own  dominions. 

It  is  of  the  essence  of  sound  construction  that  the  obligations  of  the  constitution  should  be  made  to  apply 
uniformly  and  equally  to  all  the  stales  and  their  citizens  respectively — and  yet  because  the  stealing  of  a  slave  is 
made  felony  in  Maryland  and  not  in  New  York,  two  citizens  of  ihose  states  may  confederate  aud  come  into  Vir- 
ginia and  steal  a  slave,  and  flee  to  their  respective  states  for  refuge  ;  and  upon  a  demand  from  the  governor  of 
this  state  for  the  surrender  of  each,  the  constitution  according  lo  your  view,  requires  the  governor  of  Maryland  to 
surrender  the  offending  citizen  of  that  state,  but  does  not  require  you  to  surrender  ihe  offending  citizen  of  your 
state.  Tbo  conclusion  is,  that  ihe  constitution  which  was  designed  to  confer  upon  ihe  citizens  of  all  the  states 
precisely  equal  rights,  authorizes  the  punishment  of  a  citizen  of  Maryland  for  the  perpetration  of  a  crime  for  which 
it  excuses  a  citizen  of  New  York — although  both  are  equally  guilty.  Such  could  never  have  been  the  intention  of 
those  who  framed  the  constitution.  Their  sense  of  justice  would  have  revolted  at  the  very  idea  of  such  inequa- 
lity and  iniquity.  "Civil  liberty  would  (indeed)  be  very  imperfectly  secured  in  any  country"  within  whose 
territory  foreigners  might  commit' acts  of  depredation,  and  escape  punishment  through  the  protection  of  their 
sovereign,  because  their  offences  are  not  made  criminal  by  the  laws  of  the  country  in  which  ihey  are  found. 
Such  I  am  persuaded  is  not  (he  principle  of  the  law  of  nations.  On  the  contrary,  in  the  language  of  Vatlel, 
"The  sovereign  who  refuses  to  cause  reparation  lo  be  made  for  the  damage  done  by  his  subject,  or  lo  punish 
the  offender,  or  finally  to  deliver  him  up,  renders  himself  in  some  measure  an  accomplice  in  the  injury,  and  be- 
comes responsible  for  it."  The  state  of  Virginia  has  an  unquestionable  right  to  devise  its  own  system  of  juris- 
prudence— to  regulate  by  law  the  conduct  of  its  own  citizens— lo  declare  what  shall  constitute  properly  within 
her  borders — and  to  secure  her  people  in  ihe  free  acquisition,  tenure  and  enjoyment  of  ii — and  finally  to  declare 
what  acts  shall  be  considered  felonious  or  criminal,  and  to  denounce  upon  those  who  commit  them  such  punish- 
ment as  her  legislature  may  prescribe.  Should  a  citizen  of  New  York  come  within  her  dominions,  while  here 
he  can  claim  ihe  protection  of  her  laws  for  ihe  security  of  his  person  and  his  property;  but  on  the  contrary, 
should  he  commit  an  act  made  criminal  by  her  laws  and  then  flee  to  New  York,  ihe  federal  constitution,  the 
laws  of  nations,  and  even  offended  justice  itself,  authorizes  Virginia  to  demand,  and  requires  New  York  lo  sur- 
render him  for  irial — not  as  I  have  said  for  violating  ihe  laws  of  New  York,  but  those  of  Virginia.  All  ihe  wri- 
ters upon  international  law  1  believe  concur  in  ihe  doctrine  of  Mr.  Kent,  "  The  guilty  party  cannot  be  iried  and 
punished  by  any  other  jurisdiction  than  the  one  whose  laws  have  been  violated."  And  ihe  constitution  of  ihe 
United  Stales  expressly  declares  that  he  shall  be  delivered  up  "  to  be  removed  to  the  slate  having  jurisdiction  of 
the  crime." 

It  seems  to  me  then  sir,  with  all  due  deference,  that  the  reason  urged  by  you  for  refusing  to  comply  with 
the  demand  in  the  present  instance,  forsooth,  that  the  offence  charged  to  have  been  committed  is  not  recognized 
as  criminal  by  the  laws  of  New  York,  is  wholly  insufficient.  In  conclusion  sir,  I  beg  you  to  be  assured  that 
whilst  with  a  radical  difference  of  opinion  I  have  canvassed  your  views  with  freedom,  1  have  done  so  with  no 
other  sentiments  towards  you  personally  or  officially  than  those  of  perfect  good  will  and  respect. 

I  am,  sir, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  L.  HOPKINS. 

To  his  Excellency  \V.  H.  Seward,  Governor  of  New  York. 


To  his  Excellency  Governor  Seward. 
DEAR  SIR, 

In  the  case  of  the  three  coloured  men,  Isaac  Gonsey,  Peter  Johnson  and  Edward  Smith 
upon  habeas  corpus,  who  were  discharged  by  me  from  imprisonment  in  July  or  August  hist,  the  facts  as  ihey 
appeared  before  me  were  as  follows: 

The  keeper  of  ihe  prison  returned  that  he  detained  the  prisoners  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  of  one  of  our 
police  magistrates.    This  warrant  charged  ibem  with  being  fugitives  from  justice  from  the  stale  of  Virginia. 
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The  testimony  upon  which  tbe  warrant  issued  was  affidavits  swearing  to  the  legal  conclusion  that  they 
were  "  fugitives  from  justice."  It  was  also  shewn  that  a  requisition  from  the  executive  of  Virginia  had  been 
forwarded  to  the  governor  of  this  slate,  demanding  that  the  prisoners  should  be  delivered  up  to  the  authorities  of 
Virginia. 

I  then  examined  upon  oath  two  gentlemen  from  Virginia  who  were  present.  One  of  them  was  the  agent 
of  the  owner  of  the  negro  who  was  alleged  to  have  been  stolen,  and  tbe  other  assisted  in  retaking  the  slave. 
By  reference  to  the  papers  before  you  in  tin's  case,  you  will  observe  that  one  or  both  of  these  gentlemen  made 
the  affidavits  upon  which  the  complaint  was  made  in  Virginia  against  the  three  persons  claimed  to  be  fugitives. 

These  gentlemen  proved  that  the  slave  was  a  6hip  carpenter  employed  in  Virginia  in  repairing  the  schooner 
on  board  of  which  the  three  persons  were  hands  ; — that  after  the  schooner  sailed  the  slave  was  not  to  be  found ; — 
that  they  by  express  reached  the  harbour  of  New  York  before  the  schooner  arrived ; — that  they  went  on  board 
the  schooner  and  made  known  to  the  captain  their  suspicions  that  the  slave  was  concealed  on  board.  The  cap- 
tain denied  all  knowledge  of  the  slave's  being  on  board,  and  assisted  in  making  search  for  the  slave.  The  slave 
was  found  on  board  coucealed  amongst  the  live  oak  timber.  Tbe  three  persons  were  the  only  coloured  persons 
on  board. 

This  was  all  that  these  gentlemen  could  testify  to  of  their  own  knowledge  to  6hcw  that  the  three  men  had 
stolen  tbe  slave.  As  the  question  involved  much  feeling,  1  permitted  the  gentlemen  to  prove  what  had  been 
told  to  them  by  others.  One  or  both  of  the  gentlemen  testified  that  the  slave  informed  them  that  one  of  the  prisoners 
observed  to  him  (the  slave)  that  he  teas  foolish  to  remain  in  Virginia,  as  he  could  gel  good  wages  north;  and  that  this 
suggestion  induced  him  to  run  away  and  secrete  himself  on  boatd  the  vessel. 

This  was  all  that  they  pretended  could  be  proved  by  any  one  else  "that  shewed  any  participation  on  the 
part  of  any  of  tbe  prisoners  in  the  escape  of  the  slave. 

I  permitted  this  kind  of  evidence,  not  as  testimony  in  the  case,  but  to  learn  whether  there  was  any  testi- 
mony in  Virginia  or  elsewhere  that  could  implicate  the  prisoners  in  the  charge  preferred,  and  also  to  learn  what 
reliance  could  be  placed  on  Affidavits  swearing  to  legal  conclusions. 

I  was  satisfied  that  according  to  the  testimony  neither  of  the  prisoners  had  committed  an  offence  even 
against  the  law  of  Virginia,  and  that  the  testimony  was  not  such  as  to  authorize  the  detention  of  the  prisoners. 
1  therefore  discharged  them. 

I  owe  your  excellency  an  apology  for  not  sooner  answering  your  letter.  Sickness  in  my  family  and  con- 
stant official  occupation  have  been  the  causes. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c. 

(Signed) 

ROBERT  H.  MORRIS, 
Recorder  of  the  City  if  New  York. 


Governor  of  New  YorJc  to  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Virginia. 
STATE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT,  Albany,  September  16,  1839. 

SIR, 

Having  just  arrived  in  this  city,  I  find  your  letter  of  the  30th  August  last.  I  left  Albany  on  the 
30th  July  last.  On  that  day  and  within  an  "hour  before  my  departure,  Mr.  Caphart  delivered  to  me  the  requi- 
sition mentioned  in  your  letter.  I  did  not  doubt  on  reading  the  requisition  that  the  offence  alleged  against  the 
accused  was  considered  by  you  as  one  "deep)}'  interesting  the  general  interest  of  the  commonwealth  of  Vir- 
ginia ;"  and  I  may  add  that  upon  that  ground  as  well  as  for  the  reason  that  it  was  the  first  requisition  which 
had  been  made  upon  mc  on  such  a  charge,  I  thought  the  subject  deserved  grave  consideration.  I  learned  from 
Mr.  Caphart  that  the  accused  were  at  that  time  imprisoned  in  New  York  waiting  my  decision  on  the  requisition, 
and  that  the  slave  alleged  to  have  been  stolen  had  been  retaken  by  him  and  restored  to  his  master  before  the 
requisition  was  made.  No  particular  inconvenience  seemed  likely  to  result  from  delay,  and  previous  engage- 
ments prevented  my  remaining  here  to  examine  the  subject  at  that  time. 
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The  affidavit  annexed  to  the  requisition  and  containing  the  charge  against  the  accused  was  in  these  words  : 
"  Norfolk  Borough,  to  tcit : 

"  This  day  personally  appeared  before  mo  M.  King,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  borough  aforesaid, 
state  of  Virginia,  John  G.  Colley  of  said  borough,  and  made  oath  I  hat  on  or  about  the  15th  inst.  Peter  Johnson, 
Edward  Smith  and  Isaac  Gauscy  now  attached  to  the  schooner  Robert  Center,  at  present  in  New  York,  did 
feloniously  steal  and  take  from  the  said  Colley,  a  certain  negro  slave  named  Isaac,  the  property  of  said  Colley. 
Given  under  my  haud  and  seal  this  twenty-second  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine. 

M.  KING,  Mayor 

and  J.  P.  (L.  5.)" 

A  hasty  perusal  of  this  paper  raised  doubts  whether  it  sufficiently  charged  a  felony  under  the  laws  of  Vir- 
ginia. 1  expected  to  arrive  at  Auburn  within  a  few  days,  nnd  determined  to  consider  and  decide  upon  the  sub- 
ject at  that  place.  I  thought  it  proper  to  specify  the  points  in  which  the  affidavit  seemed  defective  in  order  that 
they  might  be  supplied,  if  Mr.  Caphart  thought  proper  by  a  supplemental  affidavit,  which  from  his  knowledge 
of  the  transaction  I  did  not  doubt  he  could  make.  Lest  some  misapprehension  of  my  purpose  might  occur,  I 
directed  my  secretary  to  deliver  to  Mr.  Caphart  the  informal  note  mentioned  in  your  letter,  and  to  transmit  a 
copy  of  the  same  to  the  sheriff  of  New  York  to  be  delivered  to  the  accused  :    That  note  was  as  follows  : 

•«  ALBANY,  July  30,  1839. 

"  The  governor  has  received  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  from  Albany,  a  requisition  issued  by  the  executive 
department  of  Virginia  for  the  delivery  of  Peter  Johnson,  Edward  Smith  and  Isaac  Gansey,  as  fugitives  from 
justice.  The  papers  annexed  to  the  requisition  are  in  some  respects  defective  and  unsatisfactory.  Especially 
arc  they  defective  in  proof  that  the  persons  demanded  are  fugitives  from  Virginia,  or  that  they  are  in  this  state. 
The  applicant  may  supply  this  proof.  On  the  other  hand  inasmuch  as  the  offence  is  one  of  a  grave  character, 
and  the  requisition  demanding  the  surrender  of  three  persons  supposed  to  be  citizens  of  this  state,  is  grounded 
not  as  is  customary  upon  the  finding  of  a  grand  jury,  but  upon  a  brief  and  somewhat  unsatisfactory  affidavit, 
the  governor  deems  it  his  duty  to  give  them  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  before  deciding  upon  the  requisition. 

"  The  governor  therefore  directs  that  a  copy  of  this  note  and  also  copies  of  the  papers  be  delivered  to  the 
applicant,  and  that  copies  of  the  same  be  transmitted  to  the  sheriff  of  the  city  of  New  York,  who  is  hereby  re- 
quested to  deliver  the  same  to  the  parties  demanded,  now  said  to  be  in  his  custody. 

"  The  governor  will  receive  any  communication  addressed  to  him  at  Auburn,  and  will  pass  upon  the  sub- 
ject within  a  few  days. 

"  By  the  governor. 

SAML.  BLATCHFORD, 

Private  Secretary," 

I  left  the  city  under  the  expectation  that  on  my  arrival  at  Auburn  I  should  receive  communications  from 
Mr.  Caphart  and  from  the  accused.  But  1  cannot  say  that  Mr.  Caphart  had  any  other  means  of  understanding 
that  expectation  than  the  intimation  expressed  in  the  note.  I  did  not  reach  Auburn  until  the  expiration  of  fif- 
teen days.  1  learned  there  from  the  public  newspapers  that  the  recorder  of  the  city  of  New  York  had  dis- 
charged the  accused  upon  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  I  received  no  communication  on  the  subject  from  Mr.  Cap- 
hart nor  from  the  nccuscd  or  any  person  on  their  behalf,  and  I  supposed  the  discharge  had  taken  place  upon  the 
ground  that  the  requisition  and  affidavit  were  deemed  by  the  recorder  insufficient  to  justify  the  detention  of  the 
prisoners.  I  inferred  from  Mr.  Caphart's  silence  that  he  had  abandoned  the  application,  or  that  he  acquiesced 
in  the  decision  of  the  recorder.  But  for  your  letter  of  the  30lh  August  I  should  have  remained  under  this  erro- 
neous belief.  I  have  made  this  statement  at  length  because  the  circumstances  unexplained  were  calculated  to 
induce  a  belief  on  your  part  that  there  had  been  neglect  in  answering  the  demand  contained  in  the  requisition. 

Your  communication  calls  me  now  to  consider  the  application  upon  the  papers  as  they  were  originally 
submitted  to  me. 

With  the  most  respectful  deference,  I  still  think  that  the  charge  contained  in  the  affidavit  annexed  to  the 
requisition  is  defective  in  substance,  because  it  does  not  state  the  place  nor  the  county  nor  even  the  state  in 
which  the  alleged  felony  was  committed.  The  affidavit  may  be  strictly  true  and  yet  the  felonious  taking  averred 
might  have  taken  place  in  Maryland  or  even  in  this  state.  It  cannot  be  said  that  the  defect  is  supplied  by  the 
requisition,  for  the  requisition  assumes  only  to  recite  from  the  affidavit,  "  Whereas  it  appears  by  the  annexed 
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affidavit  (which  is  hereby  certified  as  authentic)  that  Peter  Johoson,  Edward  Smith  and  Isaac  Gansey  are  fugi- 
tives from  justice  from  this  state,  charged  with  felony."  I  am  not  prepared  to  admit  that  if  the  requisition  con- 
tained all  the  necessary  averments  it  would  be  safe  to  overlook  the  defects  in  the  affidavit. 

I  very  cheerfully  concede,  however,  upon  a  more  careful  perusal  of  the  paper,  that  the  averment  that  the 
accused  are  "  now  attached  to  the  schooner  Robert  Center,  at  present  in  New  York,"  is  sufficient  to  shew  that 
they  were  in  this  state  at  the  lime  the  requisition  was  issued. 

I  do  not  fear  that  you  will  consider  my  objections  to  the  requisition  and  affidavit  as  technical  or  captious. 
The  power  of  delivering  fugitives  is  one  of  the  highest  importance  and  deeply  concerns  the  liberty  and  security 
of  citizens.  In  such  cases,  statutory  requirements  and  even  technical  forms  of  proceeding  arc  safeguards 
against  the  arbitrary  or  capricious  exercise  of  executive  authority. 

But  it  is  by  no  means  my  wish  to  protract  unnecessarily  the  correspondence  upon  this  subject,  or  to  avoid 
a  decision  upon  the  important  principle  it  involves.  I  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  state  most  respectfully  that  ad- 
mitting the  affidavit  to  be  sufficient  in  form  and  substance  to  charge  the  defendants  with  the  crime  of  stealing  a 
negro  slave  from  his  master  in  the  slate  of  Virginia,  as  defined  by  the  laws  of  that  stale,  yet  in  my  opinion  the 
offence  is  not  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  The  words  employed  in  the  consti- 
tution, "  treason,  felony  or  other  crime,"  are  indeed  very  comprehensive.  It  has  long  been  conceded  that  citi- 
zens of  the  slate  upon  which  the  requisition  is  made  arc  liable  to  be  surrendered  as  well  as  citizens  of  the  state 
making  the  demand,  and  it  is  further  regarded  as  settled  that  the  discretion  of  the  executive  in  making  the  de- 
mand is  unlimited,  while  the  executive  upon  whom  it  is  made  has  no  legal  right  to  refuse  compliance  if  the  of- 
fence charged  is  an  act  of  "treason,  felooy  or  other  crime"  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution.  Can  any 
state  at  its  pleasure  declare  an  act  to  be  treason,  felony  or  crime,  and  thus  bring  it  within  the  constitutional  pro- 
vision ?  I  confess  that  such  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  the  proper  construction  of  the  constitution.  After  due 
consideration,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  provision  applies  only  to  those  acts  which,  if  committed  within  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  state  in  which  the  person  accused  is  found,  would  be  treasonable,  felonious  or  criminal  by  the 
laws  of  that  state. 

I  do  not  question  the  constitutional  right  of  a  state  to  make  such  a  penal  code  as  it  shall  deem  necessary  or 
expedient,  nor  do  I  claim  that  citizens  of  another  stale  shall  be  exempted  from  arrest,  trial  and  punishment  in 
the  slate  adopting  such  code,  however  different  its  enactments  may  be  from  those  existing  in  their  own  state. 
The  true  question  is  whether  the  state  of  which  they  are  citizens  is  under  a  constitutional  obligation  to  surrender 
its  citizens  to  be  carried  to  the  offended  state,  and  there  tried  for  offences  unknown  to  the  laws  of  their  own 
state.  I  believe  the  right  to  demand  and  the  reciprocal  obligation  to  surrender  fugitives  from  justice  between 
sovereign  and  independent  nations,  as  defined  by  the  law  of  nations,  include  only  those  cases  in  which  the  acts 
constituting  the  offence  charged  are  recognized  by  the  universal  law  of  all  civilized  countries.  I  think  it  i3  also 
well  understood  that  the  object  of  the  constitutional  provision  in  question  was  to  recognize  and  establish  this 
principle  in  the  mutual  relations  of  the  stales,  as  independent,  equal  and  sovereign  communities.  As  they  could 
form  no  treaties  between  themselves,  it  was  necessarily  engrafted  in  the  constitution.  I  cannot  doubt  that  this 
construction  is  just.  Civil  liberty  would  bo  very  imperfectly  secured  in  any  country  whose  government  was 
bound  to  surrender  its  citizens  to  be  tried  and  condemned  in  a  foreign  jurisdiction  for  acts  not  prohibited  by  its 
own  laws.  The  principle,  if  adopted,  would  virtually  extend  the  legislation  of  a  state  beyond  ils  own  territory 
and  over  the  citizens  of  another  stale,  and  acts  which  the  policy  and  habits  of  one  slate  may  lead  its  legislature 
to  punish  as  felony,  must  be  considered  of  that  heinous  character  in  another  slate  for  certain  purposes,  while  for 
all  other  purposes"  they  would  be  regarded  only  as  violations  of  moral  law.  In  some  of  the  states  of  the  Union, 
adultery  is  made  a  felony  ;  in  another  the  being  the  father  of  an  illegitimate  child  is  made  a  crime  ;  and  in  ano- 
ther marriage  without  license  or  other  formalities  is  penal.  To  admit  the  principle  that  violations  of  these  and 
similar  laws,  which  are  in  their  character  mere  municipal  regulations  adapted  to  the  policy  of  a  particular  com- 
munity, are  *'  felonies"  and  crimes"  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution,  would  involve  the  most  serious 
consequences  by  imposing  obligations  which  it  would  be  impossible  to  execute.  It  is  evident  there  must  be 
some  limit  to  ihe  description  of  "crimes"  meant  by  the  constitution  ;  and  that  which  I  have  applied  in  this  in- 
stance seems  to  me  to  give  full  and  fair  scope  to  the  provision,  and  at  the  same  time  preserve  ihe  right  of  ex- 
clusive legislation  to  each  stale  over  persons  confessedly  within  its  jurisdiction,  while  it  preserves  that  harmony 
which  is  so  essential  to  our  mutual  interest. 

The  offence  charged  in  the  affidavit  before  me  is  not  understood  to  be  that  of  kidnapping  a  person,  by 
which  he  was  deprived  of  his  liberty  or  held  in  duress,  or  suffered  personal  wrong  or  injustice,  but  is  under- 
stood to  mean  the  taking  of  a  slave  considered  as  property  from  his  owner.  If  I  am  incorrect  in  this  supposi- 
tion, the  vagueness  and  uncertainty  of  the  affidavit  must  excuse  my  error.  But  I  think  there  can  be  no  con- 
troversy upon  this  point.  I  need  not  inform  you,  sir,  that  there  is  no  law  of  this  state  which  recognizes  slavery, 
do  statute  which  admits  that  one  man  can  be  the  property  of  another,  or  that  one  man  can  be  stolen  from  ano- 
ther. On  the  other  hand,  our  constitution  and  laws  abolish  slavery  in  every  form.  The  act  charged  in  the  affi- 
davit, if  it  had  been  committed  in  this  stale,  would  not  contravene  any  statute ;  nor  is  it  necessary  to  inform 
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you  that  the  common  law,  which  is  in  force  in  this  state  when  not  abrogated  by  statute,  does  not  recognize  sla- 
very, nor  make  the  act  of  which  the  parties  arc  accused  in  this  case  felonious  or  criminal. 

It  results  from  this  view  of  the  subject  that  the  offence  charged  in  the  affidavit  and  specified  in  the  requi- 
sition is  not  a  felony  nor  a  crime  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution  ;  and  that  waiving  all  the  defects  in 
the  affidavit,  I  cannot  surrender  the  supposed  fugitives  to  be  carried  to  Virginia  for  trial  under  the  statute  of 
that  state. 

So  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  no  state  has  ever  admitted  the  constitutional  obligation  to  surrender  its  ci- 
tizens to  extend  beyond  the  limits  I  have  mentioned,  although  demands  have  been  made  in  cases  similar  to  the 
one  under  consideration.  If  I  entertained  doubts  of  the  justness  of  the  views  I  have  expressed,  I  should  be 
very  unwilling  to  establish  a  precedent  so  full  of  danger  to  the  personal  security  of  the  citizens  of  this  stale. 

I  have  addressed  a  letter  to  the  recorder  of  New  York  to  obtain  a  statement  of  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
prisoners  were  discharged.  This  statement  I  will  send  as  soon  as  it  shall  have  been  received.  I  have  to  regret 
that  Mr.  Cuphart,  when  he  waited  upon  me,  did  not  inform  me  of  the  term  of  the  conditional  imprisonment  of 
the  parties  accused.  No  matter  how  great  the  inconvenience  might  have  been,  I  should  have  decided  the  ques- 
tion before  the  liberation  of  the  accused,  or  otherwise  should  have  taken  measures  for  their  further  confinement 
until  my  determination  should  have  been  made  known.  This  circumstance,  however,  becomes  unimportant 
under  the  views  I  have  presented. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  II.  SEWARD. 

The  honourable  Henky  L.  Hopkins, 

Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  State  of  Virginia. 


Governor  of  New  York  to  (he  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Virginia. 
STATE  OF  NEW  YORK. 
EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT,  Albany,  October  24,  1839. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  4th  inst.  in  answer 
to  my  letter  of  the  16th  of  September  last.  I  have  bestowed  upon  it  all  the  consideration  required  by  the 
acknowledged  importance  of  the  subject,  and  by  the  high  respect  due  to  yourself  and  the  enlightened  state  over 
which  you  preside.  My  opinions  having  already  been  fully  communicated,  it  remains  for  me  on  the  present 
occasion  only  to  notice  some  misapprehensions  of  them  which  appear  in  your  letter,  and  to  reply  to  so  much  of 
your  argument  as  has  not  been  anticipated. 

You  very  justly  observe  that  "  neither  the  government  nor  the  citizens  of  any  other  country  can  rightfully 
interfere  with  the  municipal  regulations  of  any  country  in  any  way;"  and  in  support  of  this  position  you  intro- 
duce the  following  extract  from  VattePs  law  of  nations:  ''It  is  an  evident  consequence  of  the  liberty  and 
independence  of  nations"  (says  Vattel)  "that  all  have  a  right  to  be  governed  as  they  think  proper,  and  that  no 
state  has  the  smallest  right  to  interfere  in  the  government  of  another.  Of  all  the  lights  that  can  belong  to  a  na- 
tion, sovereignty  is  doubtless  the  most  precious,  and  that  which  other  nations  ought  the  most  scrupulously  to  re- 
spect if  they  would  not  do  her  an  injury." 

It  might  perhaps  be  inferred  from  the  earnestness  with  which  these  principles  are  pressed  in  your  commu- 
nication that  they  had  been  controverted  on  my  part.  Permit  me  therefore  to  bring  again  beforc  you  the  fol- 
lowing distinct  admissions.  "  I  do  not  question  the  constitutional  right  of  a  stale  to  make  such  a  penal  code  as 
it  shall  deem  necessary  or  expedient,  nor  do  I  claim  ihat  citizens  of  another  slate  shall  be  exempted  from  arrest, 
trial  and  punishment  in  the  state  adopting  such  code,  however  different  its  enactments  may  be  from  those  exist- 
ing in  their  own  state."  Thus  you  will  perceive  that  1  have  admitted  the  sovereignty  of  the  several  states  upon 
which  you  so  strenuously  Insist.  To  prevent  however  all  possible  misconsl ruction  on  this  subject,  1  beg  leave 
to  add  that  no  person  can  maintain  more  firmly  than  I  do  the  principle  that  the  states  are  sovereign  and  inde- 
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pendent  in  regard  to  all  matters  except  those  in  relation  to  which  sovereignty  is  expressly,  or  by  necessary  im- 
plication, transferred  to  the  federal  government  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  .States.  I  have  at  least  be- 
lieved that  my  non-compliance  with  the  requisition  made  upon  mc  in  the  present  case  would  be  regarded  as 
maintaining  the  equal  sovereignty  and  independence  of  this  stale,  and  by  necessary  consequence  those  of  all  the 
other  states. 

The  conditional  provision  involved  in  the  discussion  is  as  follows :  "  A  person  charged  in  any  state  with 
treason,  felony  or  other  crime,  who  shall  flee  from  justice  and  be  found  in  another  stale,  shall  on  demand  of  the 
executive  authority  of  the  state  from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up  to  be  removed  to  the  state  having  jurisdic- 
tion ol  the  crime." 

We  agree  as  I  am  very  happy  to  perceive,  in  the  position  that  the  object  of  this  provision  was  to  recognize 
and  establish  between  the  states,  as  equal  and  independent  sovereign  communities,  the  mutual  right  and  obliga- 
tion to  demand  and  surrender  fugitives  from  justice  as  they  exist  between  independent  nations  by  the  law  of 
oations.  It  is  therefore  of  great  importance  to  understand  correctly  the  right  and  obligation  as  they  exist  in  the 
law  of  nations. 

You  introduce  and  mark  as  especially  important  the  following  extract  from  Vattel :  "  If  the  offended  stale 
has  in  her  power  the  individual  who  has  done  the  injury,  she  may  without  scruple  bring  him  to  justice  and  pun- 
ish him.  If  he  has  cscojted  and  returned  to  his  own  country  she  ought  to  apply  to  his  "oceretgn  to  have  justice  done  in 
the  case.  And  since  Me  ought  not  to  sutler  his  subjects  to  moltv  the  subjects  of  other  states  or  to  do  them 
an  injury,  much  less  to  give  open,  audacious  offence  to  foreign  powers,  he  ought  to  compel  the  transgressor  to 
make  reparation  for  the  damage  or  injury  if  possible,  or  to  inflict  on  him  an  exemplary  punishment,  or  finally 
according  to  the  nature  and  circumstances  of  the  case,  to  deliver  him  up  to  the  offended  state  to  be  there  brought  to 
justice." 

With  the  most  respectful  deference  I  cannot  admit  that  this  authority  supports  the  position  you  assume,  to 
wit,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  state  upon  which  a  requisition  is  made  to  deliver  up  its  citizens  when  charged  with 
any  crime,  without  reference  to  the  nature  of  the  offence.  Vattel  asserts  that  the  state  to  which  the  offending 
citizen  belongs  ought  in  some  cases  to  compel  the  transgressor  to  make  reparation  for  the  damages  or  injury  if 
possible ;  that  in  others  it  should  inflict  exemplary  punishment ;  and  finally,  that  in  others  to  be  determined  by 
the  nature  and  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  must  deliver  him  up  to  the  offending  state  to  be  brought  to  justice. 
It  is  only  asserted  that  an  obligation  rests  upon  the  slate  of  the  offending  party  not  to  suffer  its  subjects  to  molest 
the  subjects  of  other  states  or  to  do  them  an  injury,  much  less  to  give  open,  audacious  offence  to  foreign  powers. 
But  it  is  not  explained  by  the  author  in  what  coses  that  obligation  may  be  discharged  by  compelling  the  trans- 
gressor to  make  reparation  ;  in  what  cases  by  the  infliction  of  exemplary  punishment ;  and  finally,  in  what  cases 
it  can  only  be  performed  by  surrendering  the  offender  lo  the  06% tided  state.  If  any  inference  can  be  drawn 
from  the  passage  quoted  to  direct  us  in  the  classification  of  these  cases,  it  would  seem  to  be  that  the  classifica- 
tion must  be  made  according  to  the  severity  of  the  different  remedies  prescribed,  that  the  sovereign  should  com- 
pel the  offender  to  make  reparation  for  molesting  the  subjects  of  another  stale,  should  inflict  exemplary  punish- 
ment for  injury  to  the  subjects  of  another  stale,  and  should  deliver  up  the  transgressor  for  open,  audacious  of- 
fence to  a  foreign  power.  It  is  true  that  the  constitution  adopts  only  one  of  the  remedies  mentioned  by  Vattel. 
That  one  is  the  severe  and  final  remedy  of  delivering  the  transgressor  lo  the  offended  stale.  But  it  cannot 
therefore  be  maintaiued  that  the  constitution  intends  to  prescribe  the  final  remedy  for  all  the  offences  mentioned 
by  the  author.  Tbu  constitution  speaks  only  of  treason,  felony  and  other  crimes,  whereas  Vaitel's  enumeration 
contains  cases  which  do  not  fall  within  the  legal  definition  either  of  treason,  felony  or  crime.  There  may  be 
acts  of  molestation  of*  the  subjects  of  other  stales,  and  there  may  be  injuries  to  such  subjects  which  are  merely 
personal  and  are  ihe  subjects  of  civil  prosecution.  In  regard  to  all  such  offences  it  is  to  be  inferred  that  the 
constitution  rejects  them  us  not  requiring  redress,  or  as  proper  to  be  left  to  the  ordinary  legal  remedies,  rather 
than  that  it  constitutes  them  crimes  and  applies  to  them  the  final  remedy  before  mentioned. 

You  have  introduced  also  the  authority  of  chancellor  Kent,  whose  opinions  are  as  highly  respected  as  his 
fame  is  universally  cherished  by  the  citizens  of  this  state.  "  It  has  some  time  been  made  a  question  how  far 
one  government  was  bound  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  independent  of  treaty,  to  surrender  ut>on  demand  fugitives 
from  justice,  who  having  committed  crimes  in  one  country  flee  to  another  for  shelter.  It  is  declared  by  the 
public  jurists  that  every  state  is  bound  lo  deny  an  asylum  to  criminals;  and  upon  application  und  due  examination 
of  the  case,  lo  surrender  the  fugitive  to  the  foreign  stale  where  the  crime  was  committed.  The  language  of  the 
authorities  is  clear  and  explicit,  and  the  law  and  usage  of  nations  rest  on  the  plainest  principles  of  justice.  It  is  the 
d'Uy  of  the  government  to  surrender  up  fugitives  upon  demand  alter  the  civil  magistrate  shall  have  ascertained 
the  existence  of  reasonable  grounds  for  the  charge,  and  sufficient  to  put  the  accused  u}ton  his  trial.  "  If  this  language 
of  chancellor  Kent's  seems  to  support  your  position,  1  must  l>eg  leave  lo  insist  upon  ihe  whole  of  the  chan- 
cellor's exposition  of  the  subject.  The  chancellor  continues  the  discussion  by  saying;  "the  only  difficulty  in 
the  absence  of  positive  agreement  consists  in  drawing  the  line  between  the  classes  of  offences  to  which  the 
usage  of  nations  does  and  to  which  it  does  not  apply,  inasmuch  as  it  is  understood  in  practice  to  apply  only  to 
crimes  of  great  atrocity  or  deeply  affecting  the  public  safety."    In  accordance  with  chancellor  Kent's  exposition 
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are  the  views  presented  by  other  writers  of  great  authority.  Grotius  admits  that  for  some  ages  past  the  right 
of  demanding  fugitive  delinquents  has  not  been  insisted  on  in  most  parts  of  Europe,  except  in  crimes  against 
the  state  or  those  of  a  very  heinous  nature.  As  for  lesser  faults  they  are  connived  at  on  both  sides  unless  it  is 
otherwise  agreed  on  by  some  particular  treaty.  You  will  permit  me  here  to  say  with  all  res[»cct  that  it  is  the 
"  usage  of  nations,"  as  it  is  "  understood  in  practice"  that  we  are  seeking  to  ascertain,  and  that  the  difficulty  io 
the  present  case  is  the  very  difficulty  mentioned  by  chancellor  Kent.  The  chancellor  seems  to  consider  that 
the  difficulty  was  removed  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  state,  which  defined  the  class  of  offences  to  which 
"  in  practice"  the  M  usage  of  nations"  applies.  He  says,  "  The  act  of  the  legislature  of  New  York  of  the  5th 
of  April  1S22,  ch.  14S,  gave  facility  to  the  surrender  of  fugitives  by  authorizing  the  governor  in  his  discretion, 
on  requisition  from  a  foreign  government,  to  surrender  up  fugitives  charged  with  murder,  forgery,  larceny  or 
other  crimes  which  by  the  laws  of  this  slate  were  punishable  by  death,  or  imprisonment  in  the  state  prison, 
provided  the  evidence  of  criminally  was  sufficient  by  our  laws  to  detain  the  party  for  trial  on  a  like  charge." 
I  admit  that  in  the  discussion  of  a  question  between  Virginia  and  New  York  growing  out  of  a  difference  in  their 
respective  laws,  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  expect  you  to  admit  the  authority  of  the  legislature  of  this  state. 
But  reference  having  been  made  by  yourself  to  the  authority  of  chancellor  Kent,  it  will  not  be  denied  that  a 
legislative  exposition  adopted  by  the  chancellor  is  entitled  at  least  to  the  same  weight  as  the  individual  opinions 
of  the  same  learned  author. 

Having  thus  incidentally  introduced  this  legislative  exposition  of  the  law  of  nations,  you  will  permit  me  to 
say  that  as  an  executive  officer  of  this  stale  I  am  bound  to  regard  it  wilh  very  great  deference,  and  ihe  argu- 
ment must  be  conclusive  which  shall  prevail  upon  me  to  act  in  opposition  to  the  principle  of  its  provisions. 
The  question  under  consideration,  stated  in  the  language  of  chancellor  Kent,  would  be  whether  ihe  crime  men- 
tioned in  j'our  requisition  is  a  crime  of  "great  atrocity  or  deeply  affecting  the  public  safety."  I  must  respect- 
fully insist  that  I  cannot  as  a  magistrate  and  in  a  case  involving  the  liberty  of  citizens  of  this  slate  admit  that 
act  to  be  a  crime  of  this  character,  which  the  laws  of  this  state  do  not  pronounce  to  be  even  a  crime. 

You  observe  in  the  next  place  that  "the  principle  is  greatly  enlarged  in  its  application  to  those  countries 
situated  near  each  other,  and  whose  citizens  are  engaged  in  constant  negotiations  or  frequent  intercourse  the  one 
with  the  other.  In  such  cases  the  duty  of  each  sovereign  to  restrain  his  subjects  from  interfering  with  those  of 
the  other  becomes  indispensably  necessary  to  secure  the  blessings  of  peace  and  to  avoid  the  evils  of  a  constant 
state  of  war."  I  understand  you  to  maintain  that  this  usage  of  the  law  of  nations  applies  to  every  act  which 
any  state  may  choose  to  declare  a  crime.  It  follows  that  the  state  may  enlarge  the  application  of  the  usage  at 
its  pleasure  without  reference  to  the  laws  of  the  state  whose  citizens  may  become  subjects  of  demand,  without 
regard  to  the  atrocity  or  dangerous  tendency  of  the  crime,  and  without  reference  to  the  general  sentiments  of 
mankind.    I  confess  that  it  seems  to  me  that  the  usage,  if  it  be  thus  broad,  is  incapable  of  enlargement. 

In  the  second  place,  the  laws  of  nations,  although  they  have  not  ihe  forms,  have  all  the  certainty  and 
universality  of  other  laws,  and  can  only  be  changed,  as  all  other  laws  may,  by  the  general  consent  of  those  by 
whom  they  are  supposed  to  have  been  established.  The  application  of  the  usage  is  the  same  whether  states 
are  nearly  or  remotely  situated,  whether  commercial  or  oilier  intercourse  between  the  citizens  of  such  stales  is 
more  or  less  frequent. 

In  support  of  the  enlargement  for  which  you  contend  you  quote  from  Vattel :  "  The  matter  is  carried  still 
farther  in  states  that  are  more  closely  connected  by  friendship  and  good  neighbourhood.  Even  in  cases  of  ordi- 
nary transgression/,  which  are  only  subjects  of  civil  prosecution,  either  with  the  view  to  the  recovery  of  damages, 
or  the  infliction  of  a  slight  civil  punishment,  the  subjects  of  two  neighbouring  slates  are  reciprocally  obliged  to  ajt- 
pear  before  the  magistrate  of  the  place  where  they  are  accused  of  hating  failed  in  their  duty.  Upon  a  requisition  of 
that  magistrate,  called  Letters  Rogatory,  they  are  summoned  in  due  form  by  their  own  magistrates  and  obliged  to 
appear.  An  admirable  institution,  by  means  of  which  many  neighbouring  states  live  Together  in  pence,  and 
seem  to  form  only  one  republic.  This  is  in  force  throughout  all  Switzerland.  As  soon  as  the  Letters  Rogatory 
are  issued  in  form,  the  superior  of  the  accused  is  bound  to  enforce  them.  It  belongs  not  to  him  to  examine  tchcther 
the  accusation  be  true  or  false.  He  is  to  presume  on  the  justice  of  his  neighbour,  and  not  suffer  any  doubts  on 
his  part  to  impair  an  institution  so  well  calculated  to  preserve  harmony  and  good  understanding  between  the 
stales  "  The  name  of  "Letters  Rogatory,"  and  the  remarks  that  this  is  "an  admirable  institution,"  and  that  it 
is  "in  force  throughout  all  Switzerland,"  are  sufficient  to  shew  without  other  proof  that  the  usage  or  practice 
here  described  by  the  learned  author  is  not  an  enlargement  of  the  law  of  nations,  but  that  it  is  a  municipal  insti- 
tution established  by  ihe  contract  of  federation  between  the  Swiss  cantons,  and  that  the  law  of  nations  is  thus 
superceded  by  a  written  law,  or,  as  we  should  describe  it,  a  constitution. 

Assuming,  however,  that  the  usage  of  nations  is  thus  crdarged  in  its  application  to  states  situated  near  each 
other  or  between  whose  citizens  commercial  or  other  intercourse  is  frequent,  you  proceed  to  observe  :  "  If  this 
then  be  the  law  which  experience  has  proven  to  be  wise  and  salutary  in  its  operation,  and  which  ought  to  govern 
the  relations  of  neighbouring  states  ordinarily,  and  if  the  liberal  and  prompt  surrender  of  fugitives  from  justice 
has  been  found  to  be  so  essential  in  preserving  peace  between  them,  surely  every  consideration  of  philanthropy, 
patriotism  and  public  duty  requires  that  no  impediment  should  be  interposed  to  its  full  and  free  operation  among 
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the  stales  of  our  federal  union.  Whilst  I  might,  therefore,  proceed  to  show  that  this  principle  of  international 
law,  in  the  absence  of  nil  positive  ngreement,  applies  in  full  force  and  with  peculiar  fitness  to  the  relations  of 
the  twenty-six  states  of  our  confederacy,  it  fortunately  becomes  unnecessary  to  do  so  from  the  fact  that  the 
states  themselves  have  long  since  converted  the  abstract  principle  into  an  express  provision  of  their  fundamen- 
tal law."  If  it  be  implied  that  the  institution  of  Letters  Rogatory,  which  prevails  in  Switzerland,  would  be  in 
harmony  with  our  constitution,  or  consistent  with  the  public  welfare,  I  must  respectfully  dissent  from  that  opi- 
nion. The  Swiss  institution  you  will  observe,  embraces  not  only  all  crimes,  but  also  ordinary  transgressions 
which  are  only  subjects  of  civil  prosecution,  either  with  a  view  to  the  recovery  of  damages  or  the  infliction  of  a 
slight  civil  punishment.  Including  not  only  all  felonies,  but  descending  below  the  grade  of  misdemeanours,  it 
lakes  hold  of  seduction,  replevin,  ejectment  and  every  other  form  of  trespass,  and  even  trover,  slander,  fraud 
and  every  form  of  trespass  on  the  case.  In  short  it  embraces  every  act  denominated  in  law  a  tort.  No  matter 
how  trivial  the  complaint,  how  private  the  injury,  or  how  peculiarly  it  may  be  the  subject  of  civil  prosecution, 
the  citizens  of  the  states  are  "  reciprocally  obliged  to  appear  before  the  magistrate  of  the  place  where  they  are 
accused  of  having  failed  in  their  duty."  "  As  soon  as  the  Letters  Rogatory  arc  issued  in  form,  the  superior  of 
the  accused  is  bound  to  enforce  them.  It  belongs  not  to  him  to  examine  whether  ihe  accusation  be  true  or  false. 
He  is  to  presume  on  the  justice  of  his  neighbour,  and  not  sutler  any  doubts  on  his  own  part  to  impair  an  institu- 
tion so  well  calculated  to  preserve  harmony  and  good  understanding  between  the  states."  I  respectfully  submit 
that  the  operation  of  such  a  system  in  this  country  so  far  from  maintaining  peace  and  harmony  between  the 
states  would  involve  them  immediately  in  irreconcilable  feuds. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  confides  to  the  courts  of  the  United  States  the  duty  of  affording 
redress  between  citizens  of  different  states  for  ordinnry  transgressions  which  are  only  subjects  of  civil  jurisdic- 
tion, and  the  municipal  arrangement  existing  between  the  Swiss  cantons,  is  as  unnecessary  as  it  would  be 
inconvenient  and  dangerous. 

You  will  not  fail  to  remark  moreover  the  very  philosophical  and  sagacious  author's  remark  that  such  is  the 
effect  of  the  institution  of  Letters  Rogatory  that  the  several  communities  of  Switzerland  "  seem  to  form  only  one 
republic."  It  was  the  object  of  our  constitution,  on  the  contrary,  to  maintain  the  states  for  all  purposes  except 
those  of  a  federal  character,  and  especially  in  relation  to  the  administration  of  municipal  laws  as  separate, 
equal  and  independent  republics. 

You  state  my  proposition  correctly  in  saying  that  according  to  my  construction  of  the  article,  "  the  terms 
1  treason,  Jllony,  or  other  crime,1  although  comprehensive  enough  to  embrace  all  criminal  offences  and  lo  reach  all 
fugitives  from  justice,  must  be  so  restricted  and  interpreted  as  to  include  only  such  ojjhices  as  'are  recognized  us 
crimes  by  the  universal  law  of  all  civilized  countries.1 "  This  restriction  you  cannot  but  admit  is  more  liberal  lhan 
that  applied  by  chancellor  Kent  to  the  "  usage  of  nations"  when  reduced  to  "  practice."  For  he  excludes  all 
offences  which,  although  they  are  recognized  as  crimes  by  the  universal  law  of  all  civilized  countries,  arc  not 
offences  of  great  atrocity  or  deeply  affecting  the  public  safety. 

The  object  of  the  constitutional  provision  was  to  provide  for  the  delivery  of  persons  charged  with  treason, 
felony  or  other  crime.  Suppose  a  requisition  to  be  made  for  a  person  who  has  committed  an  offence  which  con- 
stitutes neither  treason  nor  felony.  The  question  then  is  whether  the  act  charged  is  a  crime.  How  is  it  to  be 
decided  ?  If  we  set  aside  divine  revelation,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  can  only  be  determined  by  reference  to  the 
moral  sense  of  men.  That  moral  sense  must  be  obtained  not  from  the  sentiment  of  one  state  or  people,  but 
from  the  universal  sentiment  of  mankind,  and  this  universal  sentiment  is  most  certainly  inferred  from  the  uni- 
versal laws  of  civilized  countries.  For  all  civilized  communities  forbid  what  they  deem  to  he  morally  wrong  or 
injurious. 

Proceeding  to  controvert  the  principle  I  have  adopted  by  the  inconveniences  which  may  be  expected  to  re- 
sult from  it,  you  observe:  "Thus  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  may  enter  the  territory  of  Now  York, 
and  commit  a  thousand  offences  made  criminal  by  your  laws,  to  the  preat  annoyance  and  injury  of  your  people, 
but  if  they  happen  to  be  crimes  peculiarly  affecting  the  inhabitants  of  New  York,  or  of  a  grade  or  character 
each  'not  recognized  as  crimes  by  the  universal  law  of  all  civilized  countries,'  you  may  in  vain  demand  their 
surrender.  You  may  punish  your  own  citizens  for  committing  similar  offences,  but  those  of  other  states  wfio  en- 
tered your  territory  for  the  predetermined  purpose  of  violating  your  laws,  injuring  tha  rights  and  disturbing  tin: 
repose  of  your  peaceful  and  unoffending  countrymen,  may  lice  from  your  state  exulting  in  their  crimes,  and  it  is 
neither  your  right  to  demand  nor  the  duty  of  their  governor  to  surrender  them  for  trial  and  punishment.  Such 
a  construction  of  the  clause  in  question  would  utterly  defeat  the  object  of  those  wise  and  sagacious  statesmen 
who  framed  the  federal  compact,  and  instead  of  promoting  peace  between  the  slates,  would  in  my  humble  judg- 
ment cherish  a  constant  slate  of  excitement  and  collision  between  them."  Undoubtedly  the  principle  miist  be 
universal  and  must  be  applied  to  requisitions  made  by  this  stale  as  well  as  those  made  upon  it.  But  I  cannot 
admit,  as  you  are  pleased  to  suppose,  that  there  could  be  a  thousand  offences,  or  even  one  oflence,  which  would 
annoy  and  injure  the  citizens  of  this  stale,  and  yet  which  should  not  be  recognized  as  criminal  by  the  universal 
law  of  nil  civilized  countries.  Neither  can  I  admit,  that  in  cases  of  this  kind  tho  want  of  power  to  reclaim  fu- 
gitives from  justice  would  be  so  deplorable  a  calamity  as  you  suppose,  because  in  most  cases  the  offender  may 
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be  arrested  and  punished  wiihin  the  state.  And  as  the  chief  object  of  punishment  is  not  revenge  or  retaliation, 
but  the  prevenl ion  of  crime,  the  occasional  escape  of  a  transgressor  would  not  greatly  affect  the  supremacy 
of  the  laws.  Nor  can  I  admit  that  its  practical  operation  would  be  unequal  in  regard  to  the  citizens  of  the  of- 
fended state  and  the  citizens  of  other  states.  Both  would  be  brought  to  punishment  wiihin  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  offended  state,  if  arrested  therein,  and  all  would  alike  go  unpunished  if  they  should  escape  pursuit. 

Let  us  now  enquire  what  would  be  the  consequences  of  your  position.  By  the  laws  of  this  state  the  fol- 
lowing offences  are  declared  to  be  misdemeanors,  that  is,  crimes  of  a  grade  lower  than  felony.  They  arc  not 
crimes  of  "great  atrocity  or  deeply  affecting  the  public  safety,"  nor  are  they  crimes  "  punishable  with  death  or 
imprisonment  in  the  state  prison,"  so  that  they  would  not  be  subjects  of  demand  under  the  usage  of  nations,  as 
expounded  by  chancellor  Kent,  or  as  recognized  by  the  laws  of  this  state.  Petit  larceny ;  extorting  by  threatening 
letters;  making  conveyances  to  defraud  creditors  ;  concealment  of  property  by  insolvent  debtors ;  buying  lands  in 
suit ;  buying  a  pretended  title;  dispossessing  occupant  of  lands  under  pretended  process;  levying  on  property  un- 
der such  process  ;  racing  animals  near  court ;  contempts  of  court ;  malicious  trespass  on  lands ;  malicious  injuries 
to  fruit  trees;  severing  produce  from  the  soil;  posting  another  for  not  fighting  a  duel;  posting  another  for  not  sending 
a  challenge  ;  reproaches  written  or  printed  for  not  fighting  a  duel ;  intoxicated  persons  administering  medicine  ; 
cruelly  to  animals ;  auctioneers  neglecting  to  make  reports  ;  transacting  business  in  the  name  of  a  party  not  in- 
terested ;  wantonly  opening  a  lock  on  a  canal ;  town  clerks  neglecting  to  return  names  of  constables  ;  any  vio- 
lation of  health  laws;  entering  the  quarantine  ground  without  authority ;  keepers  of  boarding  houses  neglecting 
to  report  foreigners  arriving  by  sea;  ferrying  without  license;  selling  goods  by  auction  in  violation  of  auction 
law  ;  auctioneer  selling  goods  except  in  the  day  time  ;  adulterating  distilled  spirits  or  selling  such  spirits ;  defa- 
cing mile  stones  ;  cheating  at  play  ;  winning  or  losing  more  than  twenty-five  dollars  in  twenty-four  hours  ;  driver 
of  a  carriage  running  his  horses  ;  negligently  suffering  fire  to  run  beyond  one's  own  land  ;  selling  up  or  drawing 
lotteries  ;  selling  or  buying  tickets  in  such  lotteries  ;  racing  of  animals ;  and  all  offences  against  the  laws  rela- 
ting to  excise  and  to  the  regulation  of  taverns  and  groceries.  Undoubtedly  the  legislature  of  every  one  of  tho 
twenty-six  stales  in  the  Union  has  defined  about  an  equal  number  of  petty  offences.  Can  it  be  possible  that 
the  article  of  the  constitution  was  intended  to  establish  a  system  of  police  by  which  the  citizens  of  the  respec- 
tive states  should  at  the  pleasure  of  magistrates  of  other  states  be  transported  as  criminals  to  other  states  upon 
charges  for  offences  of  this  description  ?  Yet  this  must  be  true,  unless  in  the  language  of  chancellor  Kent,  "  a 
line  be  drawn  between  the  classes  of  offences"  to  which  the  constitutional  provision  does  and  to  which  it  does 
not  apply.  In  drawing  this  line  for  my  own  guidance  in  the  exercise  of  this  power,  I  have  looked  in  vain  for 
any  rule  more  safe,  more  liberal,  or  less  calculated  to  give  just  offence  than  that  insisted  upon  in  my  former  let- 
ter, to  wit,  to  confine  the  application  of  the  constitutional  provision  to  those  offences  which  are  forbidden  by  the 
laws  of  this  stale,  and  when  the  principles  of  these  laws  conflict  with  those  of  the  laws  of  other  states  to  refer 
the  question  to  the  test  of  the  laws  of  all  other  civilized  countries. 

You  observe,  "  I  do  not  mean  to  be  drawn  into  a  discussion  of  the  abstract  right  of  slavery,  or  to  urge  any 
arguments  against  the  right  or  propriety  of  any  nation  or  people  to  interfere  with  our  domestic  institutions. 
That,  I  assure  you,  sir,  with  all  possible  deference,  is  not  with  the  people  of  Virginia  a  debatable  question. 
Upon  that  subject  I  would  only  add,  Virginia  knows  her  rights  and  will  at  all  times  maintain  them.  But  when  we 
remember  that  slavery  has  existed  in  almost  every  civilized  country  since  the  foundation  of  the  world,  that  it 
was  recognized  and  not  forbidden  by  the  Saviour  of  mankind,  that  it  was  for  a  long  series  of  years  recognized 
and  tolerated  by  the  legislature  of  New  York,  when  its  citizens  were  as  good,  virtuous  and  wise  as  they  are  noif, 
that  it  has  existed  in  this  state  continuously  for  more  than  two  hundred  years,  thnt  it  still  exists  in  one  half  of 
the  slates  of  this  Union,  and  that  it  is  recognized  and  tolerated  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  the 
common  government  of  all  the  states,  you  will  pardon  me  for  denying  the  claim  of  authority  in  New  York  to 
pronounce  the  laws  of  Virginia  upon  that  subject  null  and  void,  because  she  has  thought  proper  to  abolish  sla- 
very wiihin  her  own  dominions."  I  am  not  aware,  sir,  that  in  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honour  to  address  to  you, 
I  manifested  a  disposition  to  invite  you  to  a  discussion  of  the  rightfulness,  abstract  or  otherwise,  of  slavery. 
You  will  excuse  me,  therefore,  for  confining  myself  within  the  range  required  by  my  argument,  and  from  follow- 
ing even  as  far  as  you  have  led  the  way  into  the  discussion  of  a  subject  which  it  is  fair  to  infer  from  your  pro- 
test you  do  not  consider  to  be  necessarily  involved  in  the  question  under  consideration. 

You  proceed  to  say,  "It  is  true  that  the  offence  committed  by  Peter  Johnson,  Edward  Smith  and  Isaac 
Gansey  is  not  recognized  as  criminal  '  by  the  universal  law  of  all  civilized  countries.'  They  are  charged  with 
feloniously  stealing  from  John  G.  Colley,  a  citizen  of  this  slate,  property  which  could  not  have  been  worth  less 
than  some  six  or  seven  hundred  dollars.  And  I  understand  stealing  to  be  recognized  as  crime  by  all  laws  human 
and  divine."  It  is  freely  admitted  ihat  the  argument  would  be  at  an  end  if  it  were  as  clear  that  one  human 
being  may  be  the  properly  of  another  as  it  is  that  stealing  is  a  crime.  On  the  contrary  however,  I  must  insist 
with  perfect  respect  that  the  general  principle  of  civilized  communities  is  in  harmony  with  that  which  prevails 
in  this  state,  that  men  are  not  the  subjects  of  property,  and  of  course  that  no  such  crime  can  exist  in  countries 
where  that  principle  prevails  as  the  felonious  stealing  of  a  human  being  considered  as  property.  I  do  not  intend 
here  to  draw  in  question  the  wisdom  or  the  virtue  of  those  states  which  establish  an  opposite  principle.    On  this 
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subject  my  opinions  as  a  functionary  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  laws  are  as  unimportant  as  the  subject 
is  foreign  to  our  discussion.    It  would  be  presumptuous  if  not  discourteous  to  intrude  them  upon  you. 

I  subscribe  fully  to  the  principle  that  it  is  of  the  essence  of  sound  construction  that  the  obligations  of  the 
constitution  should  be  made  to  apply  uniformly  and  equally  to  all  the  states  and  their  citizens  respectively. 
Such  uniformity  and  equality  permit  me  to  say  cannot  be  secured  if  any  state  can  extend  the  operation  of  the 
provision  at  its  pleasure  by  making  that  criminal  which  is  not  prohibited  by  the  laws  of  other  states,  or  by  the 
univeral  laws  of  civilized  men. 

In  conclusion  I  hope  I  have  not  been  unsuccessful  in  shewing  that  the  principle  I  have  adopted  is  in  perfect 
harmony  with  the  law  of  nations  as  adopted  by  the  legislature  of  this  state,  as  laid  down  by  Vattel  and  ex- 
pounded by  chancellor  Kent,  and  as  most  safe  and  proper  in  reference  to  the  rights  of  citizens  and  the  harmo- 
ny of  the  Union.  While  I  am  required  by  the  constitution  to  deliver  up  any  fugitives  from  justice  who  may  be 
found  in  this  state  charged  with  having  committed  treason,  felony  or  other  crime  in  any  other  state,  I  am  also 
bound  as  an  executive  magistrate  to  respect  the  liberty  and  protect  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  this  state.  I 
admit  that  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  is  paramount  in  this  respect  to  the  laws  of  both  states,  and  the 
word  "  rnme"  there  employed  has  ils  meaning  independent  of  the  legislature  of  either  or  both  states.  The 
charge  you  prefer  against  three  citizens  of  this  state  although  a  felony  in  Virginia,  imports  no  crime  in  this  state. 
In  this  conflict  of  legislation  between  the  two  states  I  have  endeavoured  to  refer  to  the  only  rules  by  which  in 
my  judgment  the  constitution  can  be  expounded.  The  meaning  of  the  constitution  being  thus  asceilaiucd  it 
seems  my  duty  to  decline  to  deliver  the  persons  you  demand  to  be  carried  out  of  the  protection  of  the  state  of  which 
they  are  citizens,  and  tried  for  the  offences  charged  upon  them. 

I  have  received  from  the  recorder  of  the  city  of  New  York  a  statement  of  his  reasons  for  discharging  the  three 
persons  claimed  as  fugitives  from  justice  of  which  I  herewith  transmit  a  copy. 

I  have  great  satisfaction  in  reciprocating  your  assurances  of  high  respect  and  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

The  honourable  Hen*ry  L.  Hopkins, 

Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  State  of  Virginia. 
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BANK  RETURNS. 


David  Campbell,  Esq.  Governor. 
DEAlt  SIR, 

I  enclose  herewith  our  statement  of  this  bank. 

Yours  respectfully, 


NORTHWESTERN  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 
Wheeling,  April  20ih,  1839. 


JOHN  LIST,  Cashier, 

By  H.  D.  Brown. 


State  of  the  Norths 

Bills  discounted: 
Promissory  notes, 
Bills  of  exchange, 

(of  which  $1100  is  bad.) 


bn  Bank  or  Virginia,  including  Branch  at  Wellsburgh,  April  1st,  1839. 


043.798  68 
169,881  55 


Real  estate, 

Due  by  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  ba- 
lance on  stock,  - 

Dae  by  other  banks, 

Due  by  Wheeling  savings  institution, 

Due  by  pension  agency, 

Expense  account,  • 

Specie — silver  and  gold, 

Bank  notes — incorporated  by  this 

state,  .  •     5,005  00 

Ditto,  incorporated  by  other  states,  62,647  00 


813,680  23 
18,394  18 

92,192  00 
32,984  38 
805  15 
1,772  35 
1,733  80 
106,801  30 


Capital  stock, 
Bills  i 


: — $  5  notes, 
10  ■« 

20  " 
50  " 


143,555  00 
99,020  00 
21,020  00 
8,650  00 


68,252  00 
$1,136,675  45 


The  dividend  declared  for  the  last  six  months  was  three  per  cent. 


Due  commonwealth  of  Virginia  on 

bonus, 
Surplus  fund, 
Discount  received, 
Exchange  account, 
Premium  account, 
Due  to  other  banks, 
Due  to  post  office  department, 
Duo  to  depositors, 


710,300  00 


272,245  00 

18  50 
10,268  42 
9,425  60 
1,576  58 
1,713  47 
30,422  41 
52  84 
100,652  63 


$1,136,675  45 


Ouio  County,  Virginia : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  county,  John  List,  cashier,  who  being  duly 
affirmed  according  to  law,  declared  that  the  foregoing  statement  was  just  and  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 
Given  under  my  hand  this  9th  day  of  April  1839. 

GEO.  DULTY,  /.  P. 


Attest — ARCH'D  WOODS, 
WM.  PAXTON, 
SAM.  SPRIGO, 
THOS.  JOHNSTON, 
R.  C.  WOOD, 
THOMAS  PAULL, 


Directors  of  the  Northtecstern 
Dank  of  Virginia. 
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David  Campbell,  Esq.  Governor. 
DEAR  SIR, 


NORTHWESTERN  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 
Wheeling,  July  26th,  1839. 


I  enclose  statement  of  this  institution  on  the  1st  instant. 
It  would  have  been  transmitted  at  an  earlier  day,  but  I  have  just  returned  from  an  untuccettful  mission  to 
sell  the  state  securities.    All  is  derangement,  and  worse  may  be  looked  for. 

I  am  yours, 

Very  respeel fully, 

J.  LIST,  Cashier. 


State  of  the  Northwestern  Bank  or  Viroinia,  including  Branch  at  WeUsburgh,  July  Is/,  1839. 


Bills  discounted : 

Promissory  notes,  598,590  96 

Bills  of  exchange,  170,806  08 
(of  which  ♦  1 100  is  bad.) 

Real  estate, 

Due  by  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  balance  on 
stock,  ... 

Due  by  other  banks, 

Specie— silver  and  gold, 

Bank  notes— incorporated  by  this 
state,  -  -     7,090  00 

Ditto,  incorporated  by  other  states,  55,997  00 


775,397  04 
18,406  18 

92,282  00 
56.399  71 
127,373  02 


63,087  00 
*  1,132,944  95 


Capital  Up 

Bills  in  circulation :— 9  5  notes,  83,975  00 

10    "  97,810  00 

20    "  23,180  00 

50    "  12,800  00 


Due  commonwealth  of  Virginia  on  account  of 

bonus, 
Surplus  fund, 
Due  to  other  banks, 
Due  to  Wheeling  savings 
Due  to  pension  agency, 
Due  to  depositors, 


713,800  00 


217,765  00 

50  50 
14,347  36 
35,593  30 
2,654  59 
1,824  17 
146,910  03 


9  1,132,944  95 


Dividend  for  the  last  six  months  was  three  per  cent. 

The  amount  of  profits  arising  from  premiums  and  exchanges  for  the  last  six  months  was  9  5857  02. 


Directors  of  the  Northwestern 
Bank  of  Virginia. 


Wheeling,  Va 
Ohio  Countt, 


Attest— ARC  H'D  WOODS, 
SAM.  SPRIGG, 
R.  C.  WOOD, 
THOMAS  PAULL, 
WM.  B.  ATTERBURY, 
WM.  PAXTON, 


of  Virginia: 

appeared  before  mc  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  county,  John  List,  cashier,  who  being  duly 
J  to  law,  declared  that  the  foregoing  statement  was  just  and  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 
Given  under  my  hand  this  25th  July,  A.  D.  1839. 

GEO.  DULTY,  J.  P. 

12 
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D.  Campbell,  Esq. 
DEAR  SIR, 


NORTHWESTERN  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 
Whebli.no,  October  17,  1839. 


I  enclose  the  statement  of  this  institution. 
And  am, 

Yours  very  respectfully, 


J.  LIST,  Catk'r. 


State  of  the 


Bank  op  Virginia, 


Bills  discounted  i 
Promissory  notes, 
Bills  of  exchange, 

(of  which  1 1100  is  bad.) 

Real  estate, 

Virginia  6  per  cent  stock,  - 
Due  by  other  banks, 
Expense  account, 

and  gold, 
ak  notes  incorporated  by  this 


635,050  36 
167,052  14 


16,616  00 
30,349  00 


The  dividend  declared  for  the  last  6 

ending  July  1st,  was  3  per  cent. 
The  amount  of  profits  arising  from 

Kemiums  and  exchange  for  the 
it  3  months  was  -         2,598  60 


802,102  50 
18,586  18 
88,582  00 
32,603  49 
3,432  98 

132  238  24 


46,965  00 


$  1,124,510  39 


at  WeUsburgh  and  Parkersburg,  October  1st,  1839. 


Capi 
Bills 


tad 


,*5 
10 

20 
50 


57,645  00 
128,950  00 
19,000  00 
16,450  00 


Due  commonwealth  of  Virginia  on 

bonus, 
Surplus  fund, 


Exchange  account, 

Premium  account, 

Due  to  other  banks, 

Due  to  Wheeling  sarings  institution, 

Due  to  pension  agency, 

Due  to  depositors. 


726,611  08 


222,045  00 

50  50 
14,346  96 
10,107  24 
1,282  28 
1,310  32 
31,500  16 
702  79 
4,201  88 
112,346  18 


•  1,124,510 


SAM.  SPRIGG, 
WM.  B.  ATTERBURY, 
WM.  PAXTON, 
DANIEL  CRUGER, 
R.  C.  WOOD, 
THOMAS  PAULL. 


U 


rectors  of  the  Northwestern 
Bank  of  Virginia. 


Ohio  County,  Virginia: 

Personally  appeared  before  me  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  county,  John  List,  cashier,  who  being  duly 
affirmed  according  to. law,  declared  that  the  foregoing  statement  was  just  and  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 


Given  under  my  hand  this  16th  day  of  October  1839. 


GEO.  DULTY,  /.  P. 
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MERCHANTS  AND  MECHANICS  BANK, 
Wheeling,  July  9tb,  1839. 

His  Excellency  David  Campbell,  Governor, 
DEAR  SIR, 

I  herein  enclose  a  statement  of  the  affairs  of  this  bank,  certified  by  the  directors, 
agreeably  to  the  12lh  section  of  the  charter. 

I  have  tbe  honour  to  be, 

With  great  respect, 

Your  ob'dt  serv't, 

S.  BRADY,  Cashier. 


Semi-annual  state  of  the  Merchants  and  Mechanics  Bank  or  Wheeling,  and  of  its  Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite 


Domestic  bills  discounted,  fix  : 
Incorporated  com- 
panies, 31,624  54 
Personal  security 
and  real  estate,  561 ,093  21 


Capital  stock, 

Capital  slock  owned  by  the  < 
monweallh, 


Foreign  bills  discounted, 

Stock  owned  by  this  bank, 
Bonds  taken  in  payment  of  real 


592,717  75 
278,615  35 


sold, 


Notes  issued, 
Notes  on  hand, 


Commonwealth  of  Virginia, 

Due  from  banks, 

Real  estate: 

Wheeling  banking  house  and  lot,  18,445  52 
Morgantown  do.  7,554  17 


Iron  obests,  bank  furniture,  <fcc, 
Protest  account,  fees  unpaid, 
Suspense  account, 
Cash,  viz: 

Notes  and  checks  of  other  banks,  16,184  37 
Gold  and  silver,  -   71,819  85 


871,333  10 
25,467  90 
6,390  00 
90  66 
420  00 
135,192  59 


25,999  69 
1,190  00 
255  89 
440  33 


88,004  22 


*  1.154,7*4  38 


l's  and  2's 
on  hand, 


Post  notes  in  circulation, 
Dividends  unclaimed, 
Dividend  declared 

this  day,  4  per 

cent,  20,420  00 

Less  on  248  shares 

stock  owned  by 

the  bank, 


500,000  00 

10,500  00 

497,040  00 
143,455  00 

19,100  00 


745  00 


510,500  00 
353,585  00 


18,732  00 
21,229  00 


19,428  00 


Unclaimed  int< 
Due  to  banks, 
United  States  engr.  dept., 
Individual  deposites, 
Contingent  fund,  - 
Added  this  day,  - 


48,506  26 
3,860  18 


20,173  00 
25  00 
110,062  74 
00  37 

62,110  83 


52,366  44 
$1,154,784  38 


Merchants  and  Mechanics  Bank,  Wheeling,  8rA  July  |s:W. 

We  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  exhibits  a  true  statement  of  the  affairs  of  this  bank  as  taken  from  the  books  thereof. 


DAVID  AG  NEW, 
JOHN  RITCHIE, 
W.  T.  SELBY. 
MOSES  M.  CHAPLINE, 


J.  CALDWELL, 
CHARLES  D.  KNOX, 
SAM'L  NEEL, 
MARK  DOI'GLASS, 
J.  UPDEGRAFF. 
Ohio  County,  City  of  Wheeling,  ss: 

Before  inc,  Geo.  W.  Wilson,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  aforesaid,  came  S.  Brady,  cashier  of  the  Merchants  and 
Mechanics  Bank,  and  affirmed  according  to  law  that  the  above  statement  of  the  said  bank  is  true  accordiog  to  the  beat  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief.    Witness  my  hand  this  9th  July  1839. 

GEO.  W.  WILSON. 
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Slate  of  the  BANK  OF  THE  VALLEY  in  Virginia,  including  its  Offices  of  Ditcount 


Specie, 


the 


Notes  of  banks  "  incorporated  by  th> 
Notes  of  banks  "  incorporated  elsew 
Due  from  other  banks, 
Notes  discounted, 
Inland  bills  discounted, 
Bond  accoropl, 
Stock, 

Real  estate — 1  banking  houses, 
Real  estate  purchased  to  secure  debt, 


Bad  debts, 
Doubtful  debts, 


:V.)T7  72 
7,071  89 


262,945  73 
22,140  94 
135,179  01 
476,435  76 
1,403,063 
297,756 
6,568 
15,000 
36,137  93 
1,047  50 


•  2,656,296  37 


Capital  slock, 
State  loan, 

Notes  in  circulation : 
In  notes  of  $  100  each, 
In  notes  of 
In  notes  of 
In  notes  of 
In  notes  of 
In  notes  of 
In  notes  of 


50 
20 
10 
5 
2 
1 


Due  to  other  banks, 
Discount, 
Contingent  fund, 


OBED  WAITE,  PrcSt. 
A.  S.  BALDWIN, 
DANIEL  GOLD, 
JACOB  BAKER, 


370,000  00 


Deposite  April  I,  1839. 


39,400  00 
71,500  00 
586,990  00 
283,400  00 
200,700  00 
14,218  00 
7,704  00 


1,203,912  00 

15,206  38 

25,946  60 

21,933  50 

329,297  89 

$2,r>.S«i.29<}  37 


Virginia,  Frederick  County,  set: 

This  day  Hrnry  M.  Brent, 
appeared  before  the  subscriber  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said 
of  the  said  bank  on  the  1st  day  of  April  1839  to  the  best  of  his  knot 
Given  under  my  hand  this  25th  day  of  April  1839. 


T.  A.  TIDBALL, 
WM.  STEPHENSON,  )  Directors. 
JOHN  MILLER. 


4 


r  of  the  Bank  of  tho  Valley  in  Virginia,  personally 
,  and  made  oath  that  the  above  exhibits  a  true  state 


THO'S  CRAMER. 


of  the  BANK  OF  THE  VALLEY  in  Virginia,  including  its  Offices  of  Discount  and  Deposite  June  1,  1839. 


Specie, 

Notes  of  banks  "  incorporated  by  the  stale," 
Notes  of  banks  "  incorporated  elsewhere," 
Due  from  other  banks, 
Notes  discounted, 
Inland  bills  discounted, 
Bond  accompt, 
Stock, 

Real  estate — 4  banking  houses,  cost 
Real  estate  purchased  to  secure  debt, 
Bad  debts,  -  -      5,597  92 

Doubtful  debts,     -  -      7,401  01 


264,399 
31,914 
141,609 
316,458 
1,318,924 
258,781 
6,568 
15,000 
36,137 
1,047 


11 
46 
90  I 
94 


10 

INI 

93 
50 


Capital  slock, 
State  loan, 

Notes  in  circulation : 
In  notes  of  9  lOUeach, 
In  notes  of  50  " 
20  " 
10  " 
5  " 
2  " 
1  *» 


In  notes  of 
In  notes  of 
In  notes  of 
In  notes  of 
In  notes  of 


$2,390,841  68 


Due  to  other  banks, 
Discount, 
Contingent  fund, 
Deposit  i 


28,200  00 
53,550  00 
417,960  00 
233,070  00 
108,817  50 
13,646  00 
6,914  00 


090,000  00 
370,000  00 


921,157  50 
11,691  57 
40,534  74 
21,933  50 
335,524  37 

$  2,35)0,8-1 1  68 


Virginia,  Frederick  County,  set: 


OBED  WAITE,  Prat. 
DANIEL  GOLD, 
JACOB  BAKER, 
T.  A.  TIDBALL, 
JOHN  IRWIN, 


JOHN  MILLER, 
WM.  STEPHENSON, 
D.  W.  BARTON. 


Given  under  my  hand  this  19ih  day  of  June  1839. 


This  day  Henry  M.  Brent,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley  in  Virginia,  personally 

[foresaid,  and  made  oatl 

day  of  June 


— j  *  * — ~    —  "•■*     .     ~  ■        —  — «"~  —  — 
appeared  before  the  subscriber  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  and  made  oath  that  the  above  account 
exhibits  a  true  statement  of  ihe  condition  of  said  bank  on  the  1st  day  of  June  1839  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 


THO'S  CRAMER. 
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CONDITION  OF  THE  EXCHANGE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directort  of  the  Exchange  Bank  op  Virginia  on  Wednesday  the  17th  of  April  1839: 
it,—  SWEPSON  WHITEHEAD,  President, 


RICHARD  DICKSON,  GEORGE  M'INTOSH, 

THOMAS  F.  ANDREWS,  JAMES  CORNICK, 

SAMUEL  W.  PAUL,  JOHN  SOUTHGATE. 

The  following  was  adopted : 

A  statement  of  the  condition  of  this  bank  as  it  existed  on  the  1st  day  of  April 
1S39,  signed  by  six  of  the  board  of  directors  thereof,  and  the  president  and  cashier,  verified  by  the  oath  of  the 
cashier,  was  exhibited,  and  being  an  accurate  and  just  statement  of  the  condition  of  said  bank  as  aforesaid,  it 
is  ordered  to  be  forwarded  to  the  executive  in  obedience  to  the  provisions  of  the  6th  section  of  the  act  of  the 
22d  of  March  1837,  entitled  "  an  act  establishing  general  regulations  for  the  incorporation  of  banks." 
A  true  copy  from  the  record. 

W.  SOUTHGATE,  Cashier. 


EXCHANGE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA,  Aran.  17,  1839. 

SIR, 

In  compliance  with  the  annexed  order  of  the  board  of  directors,  I  have  the  honour  to  hand  you 
herewith  the  quarterly  statements  of  this  bank. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

_  W.  SOUTHGATE, 

To  hu  Excellency  David  Campbell,  Governor  of  Virginia. 

13 
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GENERAL  STATEMENT  of  the  Condition  of  the  EXCHANGE 


At  Exchange  Bank, 
office,  Richmond, 
"  Petersburg, 
"  Clarkesville, 


On  personal  security, 

Personal  security  and  stock  pledged, 
Do.        do.    and  deeds  of  trust, 

Foreign  bills  of  exchange, 
Due  from  other  banks,  account  current, 
Do.        do.        in  notes, 


Real  estate  at  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia, 
Do.        office  of  do.  Clarkesville, 


1  lilt        Ill  tl> 

641,939  76 

126,220  84 

668,160  60 

363,421  18 

195,426  22 

658,847  40 

249,016  25 

206,960  32 

456,976  67 

111,605  04 

124,811  32 

236,416  36 

1  265  23 

653,418  70 

s.. 


Expenses  at  Exchange  Bank  and  branches, 
at  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia, 
Do.     office  in  Richmond, 
Do.       do.  Petersburg, 
Do.       do.  Clarkesville, 

Do.   in  gold, 
Do.    in  silver  and  cents, 


2,090,049  16 


1,738,531  52 
149,699  41 
31,270  00 


78,119  80 
82.784  00 


15,354  68 
6,204  61 


154,019  84 
69,689  88 
91,332  44 
43,354  06 

251,451  93 
96,944  29 


1,919,400  93 


9,744  43 
160,903  80 


21,659  19 
10,819  71 


348,396  22 


$2,470,824  28 
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BANK  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  BRANCHES,  on  the  30*A  of  March  1839. 


51 


Capital  stock : 

Subscribed  by  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia, 
Do.        by  individuals, 


Less  remaining  unpaid  by  individual  subscribers, 
Amount  paid  in, 

Additional  stock  to  the  state  of  Virginia,  bonus, 

Provisionally  assigned  to  office  at  Richmond, 
Do.  do.  do.  Petersburg, 

Do.  do.         do.  Clarkesville, 

And  remaining  at  Exchange  Bank, 

Due  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  dividend  No.  1, 
Due  to  other  banks,  account  current, 
Circulation  : 

At  Exchange  Bank, 
Office  Richmond, 
Do.  Petersburg, 
Do.  Clarkesville, 

Dividends  unclaimed,  - 
Individual  deposits : 
At  Exchange  Bank, 
Office  Richmond, 
Do.  Petersburi 


L>o.  retersourg, 
Do.  Clarkesville, 


Balances  in  accounts  between  the  bank  and  branches, 
Contingent  fund,  - 

Discount  and  interest  at  Exchange  Bank  and  branches, 

do.  do. 


4500  shares, 
7434  do. 


450,000  00 
743,400  00 


11934    do.     or  1,193,400  00 
20,955,11 


287,708  33 
287,708  34 
116,083  33 
484,677  64 


1,216,913  34 


1,172,444  89 
2,732  75 


172,195  00 
190,730  00 
205,150  00 
160,690  00 


85,641  09 
114,616  77 
54,577  54 
20,444  39 


40,770  00 
2,742  51 


1,175,177  64 


12,376  00 
199,107  55 


728,765  00 
1,386  00 


275,279  79 

27,682  75 
7,538  04 


43,512  51 
$2,470,824  28 


SN.  WHITEHEAD,  President. 
W.  SODTHGATE, 
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REQUIRED  BY  LAW. 


1.  Amount  of  capital  stock  paid  in,  - 
Additional— bonus  to  the  state,  - 

2.  Value  of  real  estate,  cost,  .... 

3.  Amount  of  stock  subscribed,  .... 
And  remaining  unpaid,  .... 

4.  Total  amount  of  debts  due  to  the  bank,  ... 

5.  Total  amount  of  debts  due  from  the  bank,  exclusively  of  stockholders, 

6.  Exchange — the  dealings  in  exchange  will  appear  in  the  account  annexed. 

7.  Bad  and  doubtful  debts  none. 

8.  Amount  of  gold  and  silver  coin,  say,  gold,  ... 

silver  and  cents, 

9.  Amount  of  money  deposited,  .... 
10.  Amount  of  bills  in  circulation, 

Exchange  Bank, 
Office  Richmond, 
Do.  Petersburg, 
Do.  Clarkcsvifle, 


11.  Bills  on  hand  of  solvent  banks  incorporated  by  this  stale, 

12.  Do.         do.         do.  elsewhere, 

13.  Rate  and  amount  of  dividend  declared  on  1st  January  last, 
On  10931  shares  at  $  3  per  share, 

Less  bonus  at  25  cents  per  share, 

Per  share,  nctt  82  75,  - 

14.  Surplus  profit  or  contingent  fund, 


1,172,444  89 
2,732  75 


1,193,400  00 
20,955  11 


251,451  93 
96,944  29 


100'a. 

50'«. 

20V 

la'«. 

10's. 

564 

657 

14S9 

1691 

2780 

172,195  00 

637 

867 

1G26 

1410 

4001 

190,730  00 

647 

956 

1733 

1844 

3033 

205,150  00 

677 

836 

914 

10S4 

1665 

160,690  00 

2425 

3316 

5762 

6029 

11479 

60,937  00 
21,847  00 


32,793  00 
2,732  75 

30,060  25 


1,176,177  64 
21,659  19 


2,090,049  1G 
1,216,913  34 


348,396  22 
275,279  7  9 


728,765  00 


82.7S4  00 


7,533  04 


Digitized  by  Google 


[Doc.  No.  I.] 


DR. 


EXCHANGE  ACCOUNT. 


CR. 


At  Exchange  Bank : 
On  $  38664  73  northern  funds  at  J,  f  and  i 

per  cent, 
Loss  on  for 
Balance  to 


I     At  Exchange  Bank : 
On  $ 156336  58  northern  funds  at  f , 
178  46       i  and  i  per  cent,    -  -     993  79 

176  03    On  11400  00  southern  funds  at  3 
-    1224  32       per  cent,  - 

On     408  60       do.       at  2  do. 
5949  71       do,       at  1  do. 
17396  00      do.      at  i  do. 
Damages,  - 
Profit  on  gold, 


1577  80 


At  Richmond  office : 

On  $47651  60  checks  and  drafts  purchased,    276  00 

Loss  on  foreign  exchange,         -  -     808  90 

Balance  to  credit,      -  -  -    1192  92 


At  Petersburg  office : 
Loss  on  foreign  exchange, 
Balance  to  credit 


At  Clarkeaville : 
On  $7816  99  northern  funds,  at  i  per 
Balance  to  credit 


2277  82 


43  13 
246  47 


,      19  54 
79  80 


99  34 


342  00 
8  17 
59  60 
86  98 
71  01 
16  36 

1577  80 


At  Richmond 
Balance  1st 
On  $239417  54 

sold  at  I  a  1 


1224  32 


checks  and 


-     141  73 
2136  09 


At  Petersburg  office : 
Balance  1st  January  last, 
On  $  38623  00  north*™  funds  at  i, 

|  and  1  per  cent,  - 


At  Clarkesvtlle : 
Balance  1st  January  last, 
On  $  13294  89  northern  funds  at  i, 

i,  3  and  1  per  cent, 
On  $  120  uncurrent  i 


2277  82 

7  68 
280  92 
288  60 

3  68 

94  66 
1  20 

99  34 


1192  92 


245  47 


79  80 


$  2742  61 


14 
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We  the  subscribers,  directors  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia,  have  examined  the  aforegoing  account  and 
statements,  and  certify  that  they  exhibit  an  accurate  and  just  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  bank  as  it  i 
on  the  1st  day  of  April  1839. 


GEORGE  M'LNTOSH, 
THOMAS  F.  ANDREWS, 
JAMES  CORNICK, 


SAM'L  W.  PAUL, 
JNO.  SOUTHGATE, 
RICHARD  DICKSON. 


Norfolk  Borough,  To  wit : 

This  day  personally  appeared  before  me  an  alderman  of  said  borough,  Wright  Southgate,  cashier 
of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia,  who  made  oath  that  the  annexed  statements  contain  an  accurate  and  just 
account  of  the  state  and  condition  of  said  bank  as  it  existed  on  the  1st  day  of  April  1839. 
Given  under  my  hand  this  16th  day  of  April  1839. 

G.  B.  COOKE. 


Digitized  by  Google 


[Doc.  No.  1.] 


55 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Exchange  Bank  op  Virginia  on  the  2ith  of  July  1839 : 

A  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  bank  as  it  existed  on  the  1st  day  of  July  1839,  signed  by  six  of  the 
board  of  directors  thereof,  and  veriBed  by  the  oath  of  the  cashier,  was  exhibited,  and  being  an  accurate  and  just 
statement  of  the  condition  of  said  bank  as  aforesaid,  it  is  ordered  to  be  forwarded  to  the  executive  in  obedience 
to  the  provisions  of  law. 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes. 

W.  SOUTHGATE,  Caihier. 


EXCHANGE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA,  July  24, 1839. 

SIR, 

In  compliance  with  the  preceding  order  of  the  board  of  directors,  I  have  the  honour  to  hand  you 
herewith  the  quarterly  statement  of  the  condition  of  this  institution. 

Respectfully  yours, 

W.  SOUTHGATE,  Cashier. 

To  his  Excellency  David  Campbell,  Governor  of  Virginia. 
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GENERAL  STATEMENT  of  the  Condition  of  tht  EXCHANGE 


At  Exchange  Bank, 
office  Richmond, 
"  Petersburg, 
«  ClarkesvUle, 


On  personal  security, 
Personal 


493,288  19 

356,823  44  I 

248,199  90 

158,232  86 


1,256,644  39 


146,196  77 
266,321  88 
261,466  10 
72,964  91 


735,948  66 


security  and  stock  pledged, 
Do.        do.    and  deeds  of  trust, 

Foreign  bills  of  exchange, 

Stock  issued  by  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia, 

Interest  due  to  the  30tb  June  1839,  - 

Due  from  other  banks,  in  account, 

Do.        do.        in  notes  of  Virginia  banks,  - 
Do.        do.        in  notes  of  banks  of  other  states, 


Real  estate  at  the  Exchange  Bank, 
Do.  office  in  Petersbu 

Do.  in  Clarkesvi 


Expenses  at  offices  since  31st  May  last, 

Specie  at  Exchange  Bank, 
Do.     office  in  Richmond, 
Do.      do.  Petersburg, 
Da       do.  ClarkesviUe, 

Do.   in  gold, 

Do.    in  silver  and  cents, 


2,416,770  60 


639,484  96 

622,146  32 

499,665  00 

231,197  77 


1,796,479  82 
168,933  23 
28,080  00 


296,500  00 


44,576  84 
64,941  00 
14,444  00 


15,750  64 
3,686  87 
7,913  27 


103,702  79 
76,837  31 
90,246  17 
42,382  64 

233,348  76 
79,820  16 


1,992,493 


2,222  22 
298,093  39 

123,961  84 


27,349  78 
1,947  78 


313,168  91 


$2,759,236  97 
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BANK  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  BRANCHES,  on  the  29th  of  June  1839. 


Capital  stock : 

Subscribed  by  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia, 
Do.        by  individuals, 


Whole  number  of  shares, 
Remaining  unpaid,  viz : 
By  the  commonwealth, 
By  individuals,  on 


1550  shares, 
174  " 


9000  shares, 
7691  do. 


900,000  00 
769,100  00 


16691    amount    1,669,100  00 


155,000  00 
11,497  19 


Additional  stock,  or  bonus  No.  1, 

Amount  paid  in, 
Provisionally  assigned  to  office  at  Richmond, 
Do.  do.  do.  Petersburg, 

Do.  do.         do.  Clarkesville, 

And  remaining  at  Exchange  Bank, 

Circulation : 

At  Exchange  Bank, 
Office  Richmond, 
Do.  Petersburg, 
Do.  Clarkesville, 

Due  to  other  banks  in  account, 
Dividends  unclaimed,  ... 
Individual  deposits,  viz : 
At  Exchange  Bank, 
Office  iu  Richmond, 
Do.  Petersburg, 
Do.  Clarkesville, 


1,167,657  48 

Balances  in  account  of  Exchange  Bank  and  branches, 
Contingent  fund,  - 

Discount  and  interest  at  branches  since  31st  May  last, 
Exchange,  do.  do. 

Profit  and  loss,  ... 


350,000  00 
350,000  00 
140,000  00 
665,335  56 


88,689  85 
107,725  65 
61,951  24 
23.3S8  71 


166,497  19 

1,502,602  SI 
2,732  75 


131,650  00 
242,415  00 
263,675  00 
175,630  00 


885  50 


271,755  45 


1,505,335  66 


813,270  00 
81,746  53 


272,640  95 

15,628  73 
7,538  04 
7,304  89 
610  64 

65,261  63 

$2,759,236  97 


JOHN  SOUTHGATE,  President  mo  tern. 
W.  SOUTHGATE,  Cashier. 
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RETURN  REQUIRED  BY  LAW. 


1.  Amount  of  capital  actually  paid  in, 

2.  The  value  of  real  estate,  coat, 

3.  Amount  of  stock  subscribed, 
And  remaining  unpaid, 


1,669,100  00 
166,497  00 


4.  Total  amount  of  debts  due  to  the  bank,  ... 

5.  Total  amount  of  debts  due  from  the  bank,  independently  of  the  stockholders, 

6.  Exchange — the  dealings  in  exchange  will  appear  in  the  account  annexed. 

7.  Bad  and  doubtful  debts  none. 

8.  Amount  of  gold  and  silver  coin,  gold,  ... 

silver  and  cents, 

9.  Amount  of  money  deposited,  .... 
10.  Amount  of  bills  in  circulation,  - 

Exchange  Bank, 
Office  Richmond, 
Do.  Petersburg, 
Do.  ClarkesviUe, 


11.  Bills  on  hand  of  solvent  banks  incorporated  by  this  state, 

12.  Do.         do.         do.  elsewhere, 

13.  Rate  and  amount  of  dividend  declared  this  day, 
On  12191  shares  at  8  3  per  share, 

2950    do.    from  29th  May  last  in  proportion, 
And  on  2732  75  last  bonus  (additional  stock)  do. 

Less  bonus  to  the  state  at  the  rate  of  25  cents  per  share, 

Nett  dividend  at  $  2  75  per  share, 

Which  gives 
To  individual  stockholders  on  7691  shares, 

the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  7450 


Additional  capital  on  2732  76 


15141 


14.  Surplus  profit  added  to  the  contingent  fund  this  day, 
Amount  of  contingent  fund  in  January  last,  - 

Present  state,  ... 


233,348  76 
79,820  16 


100'8. 

50's. 

20V 

15V 

]0'8. 

311 

536 

1325 

1430 

2585 

131,650  00 

693 

1150 

2363 

1965 

4888 

242,415  00 

889 

1179 

2065 

2473 

3743 

263,675  00 

669 

897 

1159 

1460 

1885 

176,630  00 

2462 

3761 

6912 

7318 

13101 

36,573  00 
1,570  16 
81  98 

8S.225  14 
3,185  43 

35,039  71 

21,150  25 

13,814  31 
76  15 

17,036  49 
7,538  04 

$24,574  53 


1,506,336  56 
27,349  78 


2,416,770  50 
1,167,657  48 


313,166  91 
272,640  96 
813,270  00 


64,941  00 
14,444  00 


14 


17,036  49 
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EXCHANGE  ACCOUNT. 


50 
CR. 


1839, 

At  Exchange  Bank : 
On  $21,835  18  northern  funds  at  i 

per  cent.,        -  - 
On  2,476  07       do.         g  do. 

1,112  50       do.         J  do. 
Loss  on  sterling  bills,  - 
Balance  to  profit  and  loss  June  29, 

1839, 


109  39 
9  27 
2  7S 
14  8C 


-    2431  61 


2567  91 


At  Richmond  : 
On  $98,923  75  amount  of  drafts 

and  checks  purchased  at  i  to  1 

per  cent.,  -  1126  19 

On  .£38,564  3s.  or  $  188,099  54,  233  06 
Balance  to  the  credit  of  profit  and 

loss  31st  May,         -  -    1026  97 

Balance  to  credit,  29th  June,      -     511  36 


2897  58 


At  Petersburg : 
On  $9505  57  northern  funds  at  i 

per  cent.,  -  -  -       47  63 

Loss  on  sterling  bills,  -  -     222  92 

Balance  to  the  credit  of  profit  and 

loss  31st  May,  -     407  12 

Balance  to  credit  29th  June,       -        4  02 


681  59 


At  Clarkesville : 
On  $5959  14  northern  funds  at  i 

per  cent.,  -  -  29  79 

Balance  to  profit  and  loss  31st  May,  218  76 


248  54 


Balance  to  credit  in  general  state- 
ment, 


4  74 


510  64 

515  38 


1839, 

At  Exchange  Bank: 
On  the  30th  March  last,  balance, 
On  $  8536  61  northern  funds  at  1 

per  cent.,  -     $  86  37 

On  40444  64  do.  at  f  do.  303  20 
On  11612  50  do.  at  4  do.  58  07 
On  16155  06  do.  at  J  do.  40  38 

On  3690  00  southern  funds 

at  2 J  per  cent.,  -  94  50 
On  310  00  do.  at  I  j  do.  4  65 
On  1984  62  do.  at  1    do.   19  92 


1224  32 


On  5500  00  state  stock  at  2J  per 
cent.,  ... 
On  30,000  Mexican  dollars  at  2  do. 


487  02 


119  07 

137  60 
600  00 

2567  91 


At  Richmond  : 
On  the  30th  March  last,  balance,      1192  92 
On  182,827  02  amount  of  checks 
on  other  banks,  and  bank  notes 
at  i  to  1  per  cent.,   -  -    1704  66 


At  Petersburg : 
On  the  30th  March  last,  balance, 
On  $  62,962  39  northern  funds  at 

J,  $  and  1  per  cent., 


At  Clarkesville : 
On  the  30th  March  last, 
On  8  13,140  41  northern  funds  at 

1,  li  and  1$  per  cent., 
Gain  on  uncurrent  notes, 
Balance  to  debit  29th  June, 


2897  68 


245  47 


436  12 


681  69 


79  80 


511 


4  02 


$515  38 
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We  the  subscribers,  directors  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia,  have  examined  the  aforegoing  accounts  and 
statements,  and  certify  that  they  exhibit  an  accurate  and  just  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  bank  as  it  existed 
on  the  1st  day  of  July  1339,  and  of  the  declaration  of  the  dividends  by  the  board  on  the  2d  day  of  July  1839. 

JAMES  CORNICK,  RICH'D  DICKSON, 

SAM'L  W.  PAUL,  THOMAS  F.  ANDREWS, 

GEORGE  M'INTOSH,  W.  J.  HARDY. 


Norfolk  Borough,  To  wit  : 


This  day  personally  appeared  before  me  an  alderman  of  said  borough,  Wright  Southgate,  cashier 
of  the  Exchango  Bank  of  Virginia,  who  made  oath  that  the  annexed  statements  contain  an  accurate  and  just 
account  of  the  state  and  condition  of  said  bank  as  it  existed  on  the  1st  day  of  July  1839. 
Given  under  my  hand  this  24th  day  of  July  1839. 

GEO.  WELSON. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


or  the 


AUDITOR  OF  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS. 


AUDITOR'S  OFFICE,  December  2,  1839. 

The  auditor  of  public  accounts,  in  compliance  with  the  several  acts  prescribing  his  official  duties,  submits 
to  the  general  assembly  the  following  report  on  the  fiscal  condition  and  prospects  of  the  treasury. 
The  balance  on  hand  the  1st  of  October  1839,  exclusive  of  the  amount  standing  to  the  credit  of 

the  Washington  monument  fund,  was     -  37,355  76 

There  was  received  during  the  year  which  ended  the  30th  September  last,  from  the  ordinary 

sources  of  revenue  and  from  interest  on  loans  and  dividends  on  bank  stock,  as  will  more  fully 

appear  by  reference  to  the  accompanying  document  No.  1,  -  -    599,263  40 

To  which  add  premium  on  state  certificate  of  loan  not  invested,  -  -  10  00 

Amounting  together  to  -  -  -  -    636,629  16 

The  warrants  drawn  on  the  treasury  on  account  of  the  ordinary  state  expenditure  and  for  interest 

on  public  debt,  amounted  during  the  same  period,  as  will  appear  by  document  No.  2,  to     -    619,180  26 

Leaving  a  balance  on  the  1st  of  October  1839,  of  -  -    S  17,448  90 

which  varies  a  small  amount  from  the  actual  cash  balance  in  the  treasury  as  explained  in  document  No.  4. 

The  foregoing  summary  does  not  embrace  the  operations  of  the  treasury  which  had  for  their  object  the  con- 
version of  sundry  loans  into  bank  capital  in  conformity  to  law.  Being  matters  of  form  they  arc  excluded  from 
this  general  view  of  the  finances,  but  may  be  referred  to  in  the  statements  which  accompany  this  report.  In 
consequence  of  the  large  and  unexpected  dividends  received  from  bank  stocks  held  by  the  fund  for  internal  im- 
provement, the  amount  supposed  necessary  to  meet  the  interest  on  the  public  debt  was  reduced  from  8170,000 
to  $85,000,  which  with  some  other  variations  in  tho  items  of  receipt  and  expenditure  will  at  once  account  for 
the  accidental  surplus  on  the  1st  of  October.  That  surplus  was  quickly  absorbed  by  the  quarterly  demand  on 
the  commonwealth  in  that  month,  and  for  the  first  time  in  a  long  series  of  years  the  treasury  was  unable  to  meet 
its  engagements  except  by  temporary  aid  from  the  banks. 

The  document  No.  5  is  an  estimate  of  probable  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  fiscal  year  which  will 
end  on  the  30th  September  1840,  by  which  it  appears  that  a  deficiency  in  the  revenue  is  expected  to  occur  at 
that  time  of  S  106,664,  and  for  which  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  present  general  assembly  to  make  adequate 

E revision.  It  is  not  probable  that  this  estimated  deficiency  will  be  materially  lessened,  as  the  resources  from 
ank  dividends  cannot  be  expected  to  equal  those  of  the  past  year,  and  even  if  they  did,  the  revenues  of  the 
commonwealth  ought  not  to  be  placed  on  a  basis  so  liable  to  fluctuation.  A  surplus  not  sufficient  to  tempt  im- 
provident expenditure,  but  enough  to  guard  the  credit  of  the  stale  from  suspicion  or  impeachment,  would 
seem  to  be  the  dictate  of  sound  financial  policy.  An  increase  of  the  taxes,  therefore,  which  may  be  so  graduated 
as  not  to  be  felt  by  the  community,  is  necessary  to  preserve  inviolate  the  public  faith,  and  as  such  increase 
would  not  be  available  under  existing  laws  until  some  time  after  the  first  of  October  next,  it  is  respectfully 
suggested  whether  some  contingent  provision  ought  not  to  be  made  for  a  temporary  loan  to  meet  current  demands 
upon  the  commonwealth. 

The  new  assessment  of  lands  which  the  principal  assessors  now  assembled  at  the  seat  of  government  arc 
engaged  in  completing,  will  furnish  a  fit  opportunity  for  augmenting  the  land  tax  with  such  additions  to  other 
subjects  of  taxation  as  the  legislature  may  deem  expedient. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JA'S  E.  HEATH, 

Auditor  of  Public  Account*. 
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(No.  1.) 
RECEIPTS. 

A  STATEMENT  shewing  the  amount  of  Receipts  with  which  the  Treasurer  is  charged  on  the  books 
of  this  office  from  die  1st  October  1838,  to  the  30th  September  1839,  inclusive,  derived  from  the 
following  sources: 

On  account  of  the  revenue  tax  of  1839,  from  the  tax  on  lots,  land,  slaves,  horses, 
carriages,  and  on  licenses  to  merchants,  pedlars,  keepers  of  ordinaries  and 
bouses  of  private  entertainment,  and  exhibitors  of  shows,  Sec.,  -         25,496  01 

ditto  of  1838,  -  -        417,371  60 

ditto  of  1837,  -  -  3,241  36 

ditto  of  1836,  •  .  864  38 

ditto  of  1836,  -  -  6  78 


On  account  of  the  militia  fines  of  1837, 

of  1836, 
of  1835, 
of  1834, 
of  1832, 
of  1831, 


16,189  09 
472  77 
165  56 
83  66 
20  45 
18  33 


Taxes  on  law  process,  seals,  county  court  clerks,  -  -  7.0S2  62 

circuit  court  clerks,  -  -  (  11,627  17 

hustings  court  clerks,  -  i '  487  18 

clerks  of  the  court  of  appeals,  -  -  220  75 


445,980  12 


15,949  86 


19,317  62 


Tax  on  notarial  seals,  4,804  88 

Taxes  and  fees  on  business  done  in  the  register's  office,            ...  5,033  40 
Inspectors  of  tobacco,  &c,  for  duties  on  tobacco  shipped  and  storage  at  ware- 
houses the  property  of  the  commonwealth,      ...          7,065  57 
For  the  sale  of  waste  tobacco,            ....            783  <jq 


  7,854  33 

Sale  of  waste  and  unappropriated  lands,               -               -             —               -  1,008  63 
Redemption  of  lands,  heretofore  returned  delinquent  for  the  nonpayment  of  taxes,         358  02 
Ditto           sold  and  purchased  for  tho  commonwealth,                -              26  96 
Ditto   omitted  lands,            -               -               -               -              41  66 


  426  64 

Tax  on  the  great  seal  of  the  state,       -  -  -  -  -  77  90 

From  sales  of  penitentiary  goods,        -  8,000  00 

Miscellaneous  receipts : 

For  rent  of  houses  on  £  street  and  of  the  museum,  -  -  1,567  38 

For  expense  of  removal  and  maintenance  of  lunatics  refunded,  -  343  90 

From  the  sheriff  of  Hampshire,  on  account  of  the  costs  of  a  criminal  prose- 
cution, -  -  .  -  23  29 
For  tax  on  property  returned  insolvent,          ...  90 
From  P.  B.  Winston  jr.,  and  others  refunding  so  much  erroneously  paid  to 

tbem,  -  -  -  -  40  18 

From  the  commissioner  of  wrecks  for  Mathews  county  for  nett  proceeds  of 

sale  of  copper  and  tin,  -  -  -  179  00 

  2,164  66 
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* 

Interest  and  dividends : 

For  interest  on  $505,000  loaned  to  the  Farmers  bank  to  the  3d  June  1839,  23,356  26 

For  interest  on  $  325,000  loaned  to  tbe  Bank  or  Virginia,  to  the  3d  June  1639,  15,031  25 
For  interest  on  $  370,000  loaned  to  the  Bank  of  the  Valley  to  the  1st  July 

1839,  .....  18,500  00 

For  January  and  July  dividends  on  stock  of  the  Exchange  bank  of  Virginia,  26,189  31 
For  July  dividend  on  stock  of  the  Northwestern  bank,        -               -  6,578  66 

  88,655  47 


699,263  40 

For  loan  to  the  Farmers  bank  of  Virginia,  ...       605,000  00 

For  loan  to  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  ....  325,000  00 
For  loan  to  the  Bank  of  the  Valley,      ....       370,000  00 

  1,200,000  00 

On  loan  to  provide  for  the  treasurer's  subscription  for  stock  in  the  Exchange  and  Northwes- 
tern banks,              ------  387,292  00 

Washington  monument  fund,  for  interest  and  part  of  the  principal  on  loans  to  individuals,  4,662  52 

Total  amount  of  receipts,            -               -  82,191,117  92 


JA»S  E.  HEATH,  Auditor. 

JOSEPH  JACKSON,  Clerk  of  Accounts. 
Auditor'*  Oficc,.25th  November  1639. 
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(No.  2.) 
DISBURSEMENTS. 

AMOUNT  OF  WARRANTS  drawn  upon  the  Treasury  from  the  1st  October  1838,  to  the  30tk 

September  183'.*,  inclusive,  upon  the  folloioing  funds  : 


General  assembly — for  the  pay  and  expenses  of  the  senate  and  house  of  delegates,  session  of 

1S39,  ......  83,737  33 

Officers  of  government — for  the  payment  of  salaries  to  the  governor  and  executive  council,  the 
judges  of  the  court  of  appeals,  the  general  court,  the  attorney  general,  the  treasurer,  audi- 
tor, register,  and  their  clerks,  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  the  clerks  of  the  execu- 
tive council,  the  attorney  and  clerk  of  Henrico  superior  court,  the  clerk  of  the  general 
court,  the  keeper  of  the  rolls  and  of  the  capitol,  the  public  printer,  and  for  mileage  of  the 
judges  of  the  court  of  appeals  and  general  court,  ...  78,535  57 

Commissioners  of  the  revenue,  &c. — for  payments  to  commissioners  for  taking  lists  of  land  and 
property,  and  granting  licenses,  &c.  and  to  clerks  of  county  and  corporation  courts  for 
examining  the  same,  .....  29,652  00 

Criminal  charges — for  support  of  criminals  in  county  and  corporation  jails,  attendance  of  wit- 
nesses, &c.  ......  34,535  44 

Expense  of  guards — for  compensation  to  guards  employed  for  the  better  security  of  criminals 

confined  in  the  county  and  corporation  jails,       -  -  -  -  2,639  11 

Interest  on  public  debt : 

For  the  payment  of  interest  on  6  per  cent,  debt,  -  -      1,442  35 

For  six  months  interest,  due  the  1st  January  last,  on  $  319,000  due  to  the  lite- 
rary fund,  at  7  per  centum  per  annum,         ...     11,165  00 
For  interest  to  the  1st  July  last,  on  $250,000  of  5  per  cent,  stock,  created  by 
an  act  passed  the  20th  February,  1833,  authorizing  a  subscription  to  the 
stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company,  -  -     12,125  00 

For  interest  to  the  1st  July  last,  on  $291,600  part  of  $  337,292  of  6  per  cent- 
stock,  created  by  an  act  passed  the  19th  March,  1839,  providing  for  fur- 
ther subscriptions  to  the  Exchange  bank  and  Northwestern  bank  of  Vir- 
ginia, .....       1,579  64 

  26,311  99 

Contingent  expenses  of  courts— for  services  of  attorneys,  clerks,  sheriffs,  criers,  tipstaffs,  jailors, 

and  for  fuel,  stationary,  &c.  26,929  48 

Pensioners — for  payment  of  allowances  to  them,        ....  1,499  29 

Contingent  fund — for  sundry  disbursements  by  order  of  the  executive  council,   -  -  10,185  47 

Militia — for  the  pay  of  adjutants,  clerks,  provosts  martial,  musicians,  expresses,  and  for  colours, 

musical  instruments,  &c.  .....  22,619  36 

Penitentiary  house  expenses— for  rations  and  hospital  stores,         -  -       4,748  77 

Penitentiary  officers'  salaries — for  salaries  to  the  superintendent,  assistant  keepers, 

turnkey,  clerk  and  surgeon,  and  allowance  to  the  directors,      -  -       8,200  00 

Penitentiary  criminal  charges — for  expenses  incurred  in  transporting  convicts  to 

the  penitentiary,  -----      6,776  10 

  19,724  87 

Officers  of  militia — for  the  salary  of  the  adjutant  general,  ...  500  00 

General  appropriation : 

To  Benjamin  W.  Leigh,  for  700  copies  of  the  8th  volume  of  reports  of  cases 

decided  in  the  court  of  appeals,  ...       4,748  33 

To  Thomas  W.  Gilmer,  late  commissioner  under  an  act  passed  the  Slh  April, 
1831,  on  account  of  bis  commissions  on  moneys  paid  by  the  United  Slates 
in  satisfaction  of  the  half-pay  claims  of  the  Virginia  state  line,  -         426  38 

To  Charles  T.  Harris  and  others,  refunding  taxes  on  property,  &c.  erroneously 

charged  to  or  paid  by  them,      -  -  -  193  73 

To  Griffin  Frost,  refunding  10  him  under  an  act  of  14th  March,  1833,  the 

amount  of  fines  in  31st  regiment,  improperly  paid  into  the  treasury  in  1833,        20  00 
2 
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To  Francis  H.  Dearie,  for  one  year's  allowance  for  services  as  vaccine  agent,        500  00  , 

To  George  D.  Keycs,  for  value  of  a  horse  impressed  by  the  sheriff  of  Wash- 
ington for  public  use,  and  which  died  in  the  service,         -  -  60  00 

To  William  H.  Smith  and  others,  for  improvements  in  the  senate  chamber,  Ja- 
nuary session  1839,  ....         747  qo 

To  Samuel  and  John  Freeman,  for  repairs  to  museum  building  under  the  act 

of  10th  April,  1S39,  -  -  -  -         269  71 

To  the  heirs  of  James  Booth,  deceased,  fur  services  of  said  Booth  as  a  captain 
of  rangers  or  Indian  spies,  allowed  by  an  act  of  the  4th  April,  1838, 
$  92  SO ;  to  the  heirs  of  Jonathan  Hacker,  for  said  Hacker's  services  as  a 
ranger,  under  an  act  passed  22d  March,  1839,  S  104,  and  to  Elias  Hughes, 
under  an  act  passed  23d  March,  1S39,  for  similar  services,  8  104,        -         300  50 

To  Hazael  Williams,  for  losses  sustained  by  him  in  consequent  of  the  con- 
tract for  a  bridge  across  Jackson's  river  having  been  set  aside,  under  an 
act  passed  the  7th  Anril,  183S,  ...         400  00 

To  the  clerk  of  the  general  court,  for  fees  for  searches,  &c.  uudcr  an  act  passed 

the  loth  March,  1S3S,  concerning  western  land  titles,       -  -  8  37 

  7,074  32 

Expense  of  representation — for  expense  of  comparing  polls  for  members  of  congress  and  state 

senate,  -  292  75 

Warrants  on  account: 

For  payments  to  sheriffs,  &c.  refunding  so  much  overpaid  on  revenue  tax,    -       2,147  78 
For  payments  to  shcrilfs,  &c.  refunding  so  much  overpaid  on  militia  fines,    -         554  34 
For  payments  to  clerks,  refunding  so  much  overpaid  on  license  and  law  pro- 
cess tax,  -  -  -  -  42  73 


  2,744  S5 

Public  warehouses — for  services  of  commissioners,  deficiency  in  salaries  of  certain  superinten- 
dents and  inspectors,  and  for  repairs  to  Union  warehouse  at  Buchanan,      -  -  1,427  00 

Civil  prosecutions — for  sundry  expenses  in  civil  suits  in  which  the  commonwealth  is  a  party,  &c.  301  45 

PubUc  arsenal — for  pay,  rations  and  clothing  of  the  guard  stationed  at  Lexington,  and  allow- 
ance to  the  commandant,  under  an  act  passed  the  2Sth  March,  1839,         -  -  8,115  56 

Slaves  transported,  &c. — in  payment  for  slaves  ordered  for  transportation,         -     12,900  00 

in  payment  for  slaves  executed,  -  -       7,450  00 

  20,350  00 

Military  contingent  fund — for  contingent  expenses  of  the  adjutant  general's  office,  purchase  of 
accoutrements,  building  gun-house  at  Norfolk,  travelling  expenses  of  visitors  of  Virginia 
Military  Institute,  &c.  -  1,961  99 

Lunatic  hospital,  Williamsburg — on  account  of  appropriation,        -  31,635  00 

Ditto,  Staunton — on  account  of  do.  ...  26,000  00 

Public  guard — for  the  pay,  rations  and  clothing  of  the  guard  stationed  at  Richmond,  and  the 

pay  of  the  interior  guard  at  the  penitentiary,        ....  22,083  53 

Expense  of  lunatics — to  William  Watson  and  others,  for  diet,  clothing,  medical  attendance,  &c. 
furnished  lunatics  confined  in  the  jails  of  Albemarle,  Augusta,  Braxton,  Brooke,  Bruns- 
wick, Buckingham,  Campbell,  Charles  City,  Charlotte,  Chesterfield,  Fairfax,  Fauquier, 
Franklin,  Frederick,  Goochland,  Halifax,  Hampshire,  Hanover,  Hardy,  Harrison,  Henrico, 
Isle  of  Wight,  Jefferson,  Lunenburg,  Madison,  Mecklenburg,  Monongalia,  Montgomery, 
Nansemond,  Nelson,  Nottoway,  Ohio,  Pendleton,  Preston,  Prince  George,  Randolph,  Rus- 
sell, Shenandoah,  Smyth,  Surry.  Sussex,  Warren,  Washington,  Wood,  Lynchburg,  Norfolk 
borough,  Petersburg  and  Richmond  city,  and  for  conveying  a  supposed  lunatic  from  Mid- 
dlesex to  the  hospital  at  Williamsburg,  who  was  refused  on  the  ground  of  idiocy,         -  7.S48  43 

Transportation  of  arms— for  expenses  attending  the  collection  and  transportation  of  arms,    -  205  63 

Public  roads — in  full  for  the  completion  of  ten  miles  and  one  hundred  and  forty 

rods  of  Cheat  mountain  turnpike,  ...       1,462  40 

For  the  construction  of  a  road  from  Charlestown  to  WTeston,  and  pay  of  the 

commissioner,  under  acts  of  January  1836,  and  February  1837,         -       1,425  23 
In  full  of  state's  subscription  to  the  road  from  Smyth  courthouse  to  Plaster 

banks,  -  -  -  -       1,500  00 

For  one  year's  pay  of  the  superintendent  of  Alleghany  mountain  turnpike  road,        24  00 
In  full  of  state's  subscription  for  constructing  a  road  from  Huntersvillc  to  Par- 

kersburg,  .....      ^500  00 
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For  balance  appropriated  by  an  act  of  tbe  19tb  March,  1834,  for  constructing 
a  road  from  Skidmorc's  fork  in  Rockingham  county,  to  the  South  fork  in 
Pendleton  county,  -  •  -  -  -         600  00 

On  account  of  the  appropriation  by  an  act  of  tbe  9th  April,  1838,  for  tbe  con- 
struction of  a  road  from  the  Pennsylvania  line  in  Monongalia  county,  to 
the  Beverley  and  Clarksburg  road,  ...       9,276  00 

For  the  construction  of  a  road  from  Pound  gap  of  Cumberland  mountain  to  the 

Cumberland  gap  road,  under  an  act  of  the  25th  March,  1837,  -       5,000  00 

For  the  appropriation  under  an  act  of  the  5th  April,  1838,  nrcmding  for  the 

completion  of  a  road  across  the  Blue  Ridge  at  SimmonsS  gap,  -       1,000  00 


21,687  €3 


Governor's  house  and  fixtures — for  sundry  repairs  to  house  and  furniture,  pump,  &c.  -  62  94 

Repairs  of  arms — for  the  pay  of  tbe  artificers  employed  in  repairing  arms,  and  of  the  officers 

of  the  public  guard  for  superintending  them,        -  3,533  66 

Geological  survey — on  account  of  tbe  salaries  of  tbe  principal  and  assistant  geologists,  and  for 

contingent  expenses  of  survey,         .....  7,100  00 

Repairs  of  the  armory— for  repairs  to  the  boring  mill  at  the  armory,  -  -  114  99 

Military  school,  ......  2,500  00 

Transportation  of  free  persons  of  colour— for  subscription  to  the  African  Repository,  for  the  use 

of  the  board,  -  -  -  -  -  -  7  50 

Repairs  to  the  hall  of  tbe  bouse  of  delegates — on  account  of  the  contract  for  altering  and  im- 
proving the  hall,  ------  1,225  00 

Re-assessment  of  lands — on  account  of  pay  of  principal  and  assistant  assessors,  and  of  com- 
missioners of  the  revenue  for  attendance  before  the  boards  of  assessors,     -  -  30,432  97 
Board  of  public  works — amount  placed  to  the  credit  of  that  fund,  and  applied  on  the  warrants 
of  the  second  auditor  towards  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  said  fund 
being  inadequate  to  that  purpose,                      ....  85,000  00 

Slock  of  the  Farmers  bank  of  Virginia — for  subscription  to  the  stock  of  that  bank,  605,000  00 
Stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley,  for  do.  do.       370,000  00 

Stock  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  for  dp.  do.       325,000  00 

Stock  of  the  Exchange  bank  of  Virginia,  for  do.  do.       296,000  00 

Stock  of  the  Northwestern  bank,  for  do.  do.        92,282  00 

  1.5S7.2S2  00 

Washington  monument  fund— for  so  much  loaned,  ...  5,100  00 

$2,211,562  26 


JA'S  E.  HEATH,  Auditor. 


JOSEPH  JACKSON,  Clerk  of  Accounts. 
Auditor'!  Office,  2bth  November,  1839. 


Digitized  by  Google 


5  88 

a* 

Ss  B 
1| 


01 

& 


•  B  ■ 


1  6>  Jl 


z 

63 
- 

H 

CO 


>< 

H 
O 
P 


lisiiSPlllii!n§ii§li8§yil»i$P§i«il! 


«  s 

u  - 
= 
•J 
- 


g§S8iSSS  8g8SS3S33SSg8S82!3;383  SS£8  ScJ  S3S33 

.22  55 "  S  §  * "S  £  S582238^gS8i  .gg  •••MS 

8SS88S8  gS83SSSS8§S§S8S88S88  88888888  8338 
22»8*!S2  '^S«S32S:g23|S;-228»223  ' -a22»*2*  '  2SS52 


o       «    lo  —  '        c»  e<  o  e<  —  c*  6  —    ci    —  —  rt    —  «  rt  •  —     '  rm8>F~ 


s 


8 


8 


8&S2S88  §}2S8S282{3§aSl58S§S£8§S  $88   82  §3888 


SS888888888SS88S8SSSS8SS8SSSSSS8SS8SS8SSSS 


S8*aseS"MilSII!SaSI8iS&"BHsSSg3!*S|i:SslS 


O  CD  — 


IISiiaSeHiillMSililSHIiSliiliHIilHI 


a 
z 

►J 


I 


5a 

P 
z 

8 


8S222®8ei®§288*S8x*88*8c»88c«®8««888c»oS88§8SS 

i:iSSSSSsj|I3sj}|8|iliiieSiSS!ia!:i!E"S2i!S3?|l 

ll§li|i^i^iPlllll!lIIilll^iIPipi5p 

g58o8!58!88t:5£:8SS8a«SS8858  =  Pfe2888836888562fSSS 

li"^l^tt"«s^sis"irjStis?,g2i-2l§s<322lc'2i«'a==?^ 


S$«  '2S|-w9|2g§g3|3B  '  '|S§S|gjS£2  'SgS^S'  '28J28J 


BUS  B 


«-  "3 


=  =  S<2  ? 


Digitized  by  Google 


*r  u&  n  ©  IQ 

illfl 

S882888S883888898282888383888 

2£{g2fc2&§ 

r.  2  5  <~  -r  i-  »  co 

3  s  8  ?5  § 

8328^23  S 

■    f**i  a«  lA              I       I    M           i  «S  M   _m  *A  *kh      1  .■— .  flf"    iTf)  I 

2382     9  3  3     e    §  " 

SSS8SS2S 

B  <-  e-i  — 

©©©••>    «.~  •-  -  •-  - 
«C  Si  U!  ©  t>isouit< 

8   5  '  SSS2  ' 

c'  ©  cl 0  "  3  §  §  • 

C5 

•  SS^2.  ■  x  c  3        '  g  -  8  • 

gg§§8 
el*  9  3  2 

a  ^                j—.  *^  ^5 

0»      •"f1  3>  »  »~  —  CO  GO  •«* 

_ 

(i—  ft  ft  ft  O  ft  ft         ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft 

5S5S550  SSSSSocSS 
•^g^esw*—  •gsocc»2Jff*c''02  1 

o    o  o  ©     ©  © 
©     10  ©  ©     ©  © 

•  'g-S  'S2 

8*285 

(M                  1^  -  CO  OD 
—  —  —  — 

.S§SnN^=  .g2222«ww2 . 

«>&»2-2§::S»2- 

,8  

QD 

,8  

n 

I  x  o  ©  - 


8     §§S£g2§§g  £3888888888888888  8SS8S32S  g§g§  SisS§8 


Sg2§3    'SiSSIg^"*11*  'gglR^Sg^ggSgS-ggg  ,5g^|g|3S  '83888" 


|=»£5    ,££89888""' .  J8S8*^-855'*S5,»S58  ,88S5g88»-  "2*2  . Sgfe5$**'" 

ggggg  gggggggg§gg8g§gg88S8S888SS888S  8§gg8g  888S8SS8SSS 
8S3Jj2  ?25|S88S58SS8?88g8S|SS3g282888'|8«gS38  8g8S3£833<?8 


ti3r»r»®    *~  —  —  ©««•*'"©  —  —  g^'^f«^-QD2'"',•'2C^c^>22e,  *  CD  09  *  ^    t  ci  «  c  w  ^    Vivrn'+t^iximaxx:  — 


c£S©2  8S8^S83S82S^e18SS?38S3SS!888S83S£$;gS88  838SSSS8833 


HIII  §5|lgI!llpililiil8I81ii5!§8III|glIH  illililllll 

85183  88S8gS8S88888S88M888*S8888888S8S8SSS  SSgSSgggggg 

pip  siSI8Ig8s288l|i2SI»IS8SisII5=iSiSi8fS  sPi'-sSSIP 

pin  *8iiiiiii»sii||«s|s|ss§i5||i*|i|iii|i  ifsgis|f jiss 


JS?SS  S22S23S88888e383SSS?SS3gS55SSS  2i£S!8!:  63888888688 


2 ?«§S3Sf2  =  5SgS^V3?S22i52«!i 2^2552,?  *£*2g82   8S2f  3r4©Iz2 


*8g8»ia  'i^^-  'SI  °5  'S5g8  '-ISSSJSJS!  "S^l  *p!=i8i858538|Sa 


a  ^  be  s 


« 


Digitized  by  Go 


t 


4 
o 

5 


e 
Z 


§  Ss  5  2  ec*  So  —  SSeJt^aD^ffJw^SaDt^iflSSwSD 

S!8lPMI!E!fpi§ifi8!ii 


8S82SSS!2832tgg  3S8S3S38 

ei  jS-    x-  ©  —    es  g  x  «  ©  ©  —  '  '-(oneo-tig 


s 


S 


CD 

3 


- 
- 

< 


IS 

< 

05 


8883SS8SS88S888  gggggggg 

o 
9 


i  jj 

■A 


o  o  o 

©  ©  © 

•  ■  ■      i  •  ?  «  i      i  i  i  i  ■  ■  •  i  i  i  !■ 


K 
X 
- 

C 


c« 


»  or  *»  ©  «jj  ex  uc  cc  cc  c»  ©  ©  m  «-ft-8i»f  « 
—  «  —  ©«.?     •    £  2    ~  13     '  '    5,«1*51    —  -< 

gggggggggggggggggggggggg 

8Sg|g88gS89?8838::sg9S8g9 


c 

z 


n 


x  ©  x  cc  cc  e»    x  i-  ij    «  t>  i*  k  ci  -  a)  i-  « ti  o  f  e« 
— ■ » —  —  —  c»  C( 


CCTSMO 

—  us  ©  go  «o  o 

T  I-  I-  ~  rf  (- 
©  ©        LC  CC  — _ 

©*e>t  x'e» ec"  — * 


SS5S838S8S2SS888ES88S888 


e 
Z 


> 
x 


o 


a 


PlfflllllPIIIPItPlf: 


S2gS8Ss33SS52SSSg22SigS588SS 

©  to  c>  r;  c.  i«  i«  t  i>  ij  -  o  o  i>  k  «  is  ei  f  f  n 
-t  -t  I;  i;  =  -r  i  i_-  '?  ci  X  i-  ec  e*  —  •*  ci  — «»  c*  ©  i- 
•c  ec  c>  »s  ec       fic-i.:f--i-    ~  e«  ec  «o  —  c« 


© 

I  so 


?»  ©  jj  8)  ©  >c  «c  «5  e  ©  r-  x  3;  i.»  ec  ©  i~  *r  i 

x  c»  x  ©  ©  cc  —  <£  ic  r.  <~  «  a  *r  t  ■»> »-  1 
—  —     — —  ec  ri  —  —  cc  < 


T  £  t-  C» 


7; 


I 

Z 

=> 

8 


S   ©£Si:S=?g^§   Ss§  Sg8g  =  SS8 


S 


■  i  . 

-  =  c 


-en 

—  — 

2I  =  . 


ill 


s  «s  ■  s  ^;B^iK!|vbut,  1  —  c  —  ■ 


3 


CO  03  CO 


V 

- 


I 


o-5  x 

8.1  S-s 


£         e  c  » 

8  £  S  8  E  J 
■g-H.i 

.-nun 
•222222 


.2 

■ 


—  * 

g  8 

IJ22222 
g  §<5<5555 


S  5 


gg 


& 

n 
1- 


$g 


I 

I 

I 


8' 


1 
s 
j 

I 

•J 

i 

%  "8 


2 
I 

1 

■5 
S 


u 

3 


I 


.1  2 
fl 

s 

•g 


0  Q 
3  m 


s  g 

I  8 

o  © 
ec" 


15 


S 
J 

If 

f! 

II 
it 

IS 
ij 
li 

Me 


S 

l!  s 


4 

i 


6 

a 

I 
1 


g 


4 

S1 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


12  [Doc.  No.  2.] 

(  No.  4. ) 


DR. 

STATE  OF  THE  TREASURY,  1S38-39. 

1838,  Oct'r 

Nov. 
Dec. 

1- 
31 
30 
31 

—To  balance  on  the  30th  September,  1838,  per  last  ann 
M  cash  receipts  in  October  183S, 
11      ditto        in  November  1838, 
«      ditto        in  December  1838, 

ual  report,            -           37,936  82 

69,895  05 
230,910  15 
86,358  10 

$475,100  12 

1839,  Jan.     1 — To  balance  brought  down, 

31      "  cash  receipts  in  January 
Feb.  28      "       ditto        in  February 
Marcb31      "       ditto        in  March 

»                      —  — 

1839, 
1839, 
1839, 

361,599  62 
33,050  64 
S,843  95 
11,064  64 

S414.55S  75 

1839,  April 

May 
June 

1- 

30 
31 
30 

—To  balance  brought  down, 
m  cash  receipts  in  April 
"      ditto        in  May 
"      ditto        in  June 

1839, 
1839, 
1839, 

214,060  17 
9,703  10 

.101  IfiA  AO 

S90.046  53 
$1,415,181  22 

1839,  July 

Aug. 
Sept. 

1- 
31 
31 
30 

-To  balance  brought  down, 
"  cash  receipts  in  July 
"       ditto        in  August 
"       ditto        in  September 

- 

1839, 
1839, 
1839, 

-• 

117,634  01 
102,316  85 
384,673  66 
12.SS3  93 

$617,508  46 

1839,  Oct'r     1 — To  balance  this  day  against  Lawson  Burfoot,  treasurer,  exclusive  of  the 

funds  under  the  direction  of  the  second  auditor,  -  -  17,440  53 

Of  which  there  was  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Washington  monument  fund,  43  58 


Applicable  to  the  ordinary  expenses  of  government,  $  17.396  95 
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COMMONWEALTH'S  FUNDS, 


CR. 


By  amount  of  warrants  paid  in  October  1638, 

Ditto  in  November  1838, 

Ditto  in  December  1838, 

Balance  on  the  31st  December  1838, 


By  amount  of  warrants  paid  in  January  1839, 

Ditto             in  February  1839, 

Ditto             in  March  1839, 

Balance  on  the  31st  March  1839, 


By  amount  of  warrants  paid  in  April  1S39, 

Ditto  in  May  1839, 

Ditto  in  June  1S39, 

Balance  on  the  30th  June  1839, 


By  amount  of  warrants  paid  in  July  1839, 

Ditto  in  August  1839, 

Ditto  in  September  1839, 

Balance  on  the  30th  September  1839, 


Total  amount  of  warrants  issued  by  the  auditor  from  the  1st  October  1838,  to  the  30th  Sep- 
tember 1839,  inclusive,  5 
Add  warrants  Nos.  3173  and  3351,  issued  in  June  1838,  and  paid  within  the  last  Escal  year, 

Deduct  warrant  No.  844,  issued  in  November  1838,  and  unpaid  within  the  last  6scal  year, 
Paid  by  the  treasurer,  - 


56,141  73 
38,892  12 
18,466  65 
361,599  62 

S 475,100  12 

114,754  98 
42,762  56 
42,981  04 

214,060  17 

S414.55S  75 

117,030  70 
318,403  48 
862,113  03 
117,634  01 

S  1,415,181  22 

1S2.282  35 
393,870  42 
23,915  15 
17,440  53 

$617,508  45 


2,211,662  26 
54  95 

2,211,617  21 
3  00 

1 2,211,614  21 


JA'8  E.  HEATH,  Auditor. 


JOSEPH  JACKSON,  Clerk  of  Account*. 
*i  Office,  21*  November  1839. 
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ESTIMATE  OF  THE  PROBABLE 

Forthejucal 


(No.  5.) 

AND  DISBURSEMENTS  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH, 
the  20th  September  1840. 


PROBABLE  RECEIPTS. 

Tax  on  lands,  slaves  and  other  property,  and  on  licenses  to  merchants  and  others,  founded  on 

statement  No.  3,  (See  note  1,) 
Militia  fines  and  arrearages, 
Tax  on  law  process  and  seals  of  court,  - 
Tax  on  notarial  seals  and  great  seal, 
Register's  fees,  {Note  2,) 

Duties  on  tobacco  shipped  and  sales  of  waste  tobacco,  {Note  3,) 
Sale  of  waste  and  unappropriated  land,  {Note  2,) 
Redemption  of  delinquent  lands, 
Sales  of  penitentiary  manufactures, 
Sales  of  condemned  slaves,  {Note  4,) 
Dividends  on  bank  slock  and  interest  on  loan  to  the  Richmond  and  Petersburg  rail-road  com- 
pany, {Note  5,)  ..... 


PROBABLE  DISBURSEMENTS. 

General  assembly,  - 
Officers  of  government,  - 

Commissioners  of  the  revenue  and  clerks  for  examining  commissioners'  books, 
Criminal  charges,  including  guards  of  jails,  ... 
Interest  on  certain  certificates  of  public  debt,  {See  note  1,) 

Contingent  expenses  of  courts,  including  pay  of  attorneys,  clerks,  sheriffs,  jailors,  &c. 
Pensioners,  - 
Civil  contingent  fund, 
Militia  establishment, 
Penitentiary  house,  viz : 


Internal  charges  for  rations,  &c. 
Officers'  salaries, 
Transportation  of  criminals, 

Adjutant  general's  salary, 
Reports  of  cases  in  court  of  appeals  and  general  court. 
Vaccine  agent, 
Expense  of  representation, 
Public  warehouses, 
Civil  prosecutions, 
Public  arsenal,  {Note  2,) 
Slaves  transported  and  executed, 
Military  contingent  fund, 
Lunatic  hospital  at  Williamsburg,  {Note  3,) 
Lunatic  hospital  at  Staunton,  {Note  3,)  - 
Expense  of  lunatics  in  county  jails, 
Public  guard, 

Collection  and  transportation  of  arms, 
Public  roads,  {Note  4,) 
Repairs  of  arms  at  armory, 
Geological  survey, 


6,000  00 
8,200  00 
6,000  00 


442,043  65 
15,000  00 
20,000  00 
5,000  00 
1,600  00 
3,600  00 
500  00 
1,000  00 
8,000  00 
12,000  00 

107,767  88 

S  616,411  43 


86,000  00 
80,000  00 
32,000  00 
38,000  00 
71,083  90 
27,000  00 
1,600  00 
10,000  00 
22,000  00 


20,200  00 
600  00 
4,700  00 
500  00 
600  00 
1,500  00 
300  00 
2,400  00 
13,000  00 
1,000  00 
14,166  90 
14,363  95 
7,000  00 
22,000  00 
300  00 
20,000  00 
3,600  00 
8,000  00 
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Military  school  at  Lexington,                 .....  6t000  00 

Board  of  public  works  for  interest  on  public  debt,  {Note  6,)                          -               -  204,662  63 

Repairs  to  delegates'  ball,  (Note  6,)        -               -               -               .               -  1,275  00 

Re-assessment  of  lands,  (Note  7,)          -               -               -               -               -  25,000  00 

James  river  company  for  rent  of  water,                  ....  ^920  00 


$740,472  58 

RECAPITULATION. 

Balance  in  ibe  treasury  on  the  1st  October  1S39,  exclusive  of  the  amount  standing  to  the  credit 

of  the  Washington  monument  fund,  ....  17,396  95 

Estimated  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year  which  will  terminate  the  30th  September  1840,  -         616,411  43 


633,808  38 

Estimated  expenditure  for  the  same  period,  -  -  ,     -         740,472  38 

Probable  balance  against  the  treasury  the  1st  of  October  1840,     -  -  -       8 106,664  00 


NOTES  ON  RECEIPTS. 

(Note  1.)  A  part  of  this  turn,  viz  :  925,496  01,  consisting  chiefly  of  taxes  on  merchants'  licenses,  having  been  received 
into  the  treasury  before  the  1st  October  last,  would  have  been  excluded  from  tbe  estimated  resources  of  the  current  year  if  it 
were  not  almost  certain  that  about  tbe  same  amount  of  the  revenue  of  1840  will  in  like  manner  be  received  before  the  1st  of 
October  next.  If  the  property  tax  of  1838  for  the  counties  of  Isle  of  Wight  and  Patrick  (from  which  no  returns  have  been 
received  the  present  year)  be  assumed  as  having  remained  tbe  same  or  about  tbe  same  in  amount,  it  will  appear  by  a  comparison 
of  the  document  No.  3  with  the  corresponding  statement  presented  to  the  last  legislature,  that  in  one  year  the  taxable  slaves 
in  tbe  whole  state  hare  increased  2716;  the  pleasure  coaches  795,  and  the  horses  470.  The  tax  imposed  for  the  first  time  last 
winter  on  merchants'  capital  in  addition  to  the  license,  it  will  be  perceived  amounts  to  the  sum  of  8  2787  50. 

(Note  2.)  The  receipts  from  the  register's  oflice  will  be  necessarily  much  diminished  in  consequence  of  the  law  or  March 
1838,  which  was  intended  to  guard  against  the  survey  of  lands  previously  patented. 

(Note  3.)  The  duties  on  tobacco  available  the  present  fiscal  year  are  estimated  from  actual  accounts  rendered,  and  will  be 
found  very  deficient  compared  with  former  receipts. 

(Note  4.)  Nothing  having  been  received  from  tbe  sale  of  transports  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  this  sum  will  probably  be 
realized  notwithstanding  the  decline  in  prices. 

(Note  5.)  Independently  of  the  bank  stocks  held  by  the  literary  fund  and  fund  for  internal  improvement,  the  state  now 
holds  tbe  following,  to  wit : 

In  tbe  Northwestern  bank  4000  shares,  or  400,000  00 

Virginia  bank        3250    do.     or  -  -  •  •  325,000  00 

Farmers  bank        5050    do.     or  -  •  •  -  505,000  00 

Exchange  bank     7450   do.     or  -  •  -  -  745,000  00 

Valley  bank  3700    do.     or  -  •  -  •  370,000  00 


2,345,000  00 

Deduct  Exchange  bank  slock  from  which  no  dividends  can  be  expected,  inasmuch  as  the  bank  is  legally 
authorized  to  apply  the  dividends  in  payment  of  tbe  balance  due  on  account  of  the  state's  subscrip- 
tion, .......  745,000  00 


$1,600,000  00 


I  have  supposed  that  upon  the  balance  6  per  cent,  dividends  may  be  realized,  or  -  96,000  00 

To  which  add  interest  which  will  be  due  on  loan  to  the  Richmond  and  Petersburg  rail-road,        -  11,707  88 


9  107,767  88 
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NOTES  ON  DISBURSEMENTS. 

(Note  1.)  This  estimate  refers  lo  so  much  of  the  interest  on  the  public  debt  as  is  paid  directly  through  the  first  auditor's 
office,  to  wit : 

Interest  for  one  year  on  7  per  cent  debt  due  literary  fund,  -  -  -  22,330  00 
Half  year's  interest  unpaid  on  the  1st  October  last  but  chargeable  on  the  present  fiscal  year,  11,165  00 
One  year's  interest  on  6  per  cent  debt  held  by  the  literary  lund,  -  -  1,442  35 
One  year's  interest  on  5  per  cent,  stock  subscribed  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company,  12,500  00 
Amount  of  interest  on  said  debt  unpaid  on  the  1st  October  last,  •  -  375  00 
Interest  on  $  296,700  certificates  issued  to  pay  state  subscriblion  to  the  stock  of  the  Exchange  bank,  17,922  00 
Balance  chargeable  on  the  year  remaining  unpaid  1st  October,  -  •  -  39  03 
Interest  on  9  88,592  certificates  issued  to  pay  commonwealth's  subscription  to  the  stock  of  the  North- 
bank,            ......  5^15  52 


871,038  90 

(Note  2.)  Although  the  guard  at  the  Lexington  arsenal  has  been  recently  discharged,  it  is  estimated  that  this  amount  is 
I  outstanding  and  will  be  required  for  the  year. 

(Note  3.)  These  appropriations  were  made  last  year  for  the  support  of  the  two  lunatic  hospitals,  the  clothing  from  the  peni- 
tiary  being  first  deducted. 

(Note  4.)  This  is  less  than  the  sum  authorized  by  law  for  the  construction  of  roads,  but  is  as  much  as  will  probably  be 
called  for  during  the  fiscal  year. 

(Note  5.)  This  sum  is  founded  upon  the  estimates  of  the  second  auditor,  and  is  the  amount  which  the  board  of  public 


works  will  require  to  pay  interest  on  loans  contracted  for  internal  improvement  beyond  what  the  income  of  that  fund  will  supply. 
It  is  also  exclusive  of  the  interest  directly  charged  on  the  treasury.    (See  note  1.) 

(Note  6.)  The  sum  appropriated  for  alterations  in  the  hall  of  the  house  of  delegates  was  $2500,  of  which  8  1275 
unpaid  on  the  1st  October. 


(Note  7.)  The  sum  already  expended  on  account  of  the  reassessment  is  $  30,132.  It  is  probable  that  *  25,000  more  will 
complete  the  work. 


JA'S  E.  HEATH,  Auditor  of  Pubtit 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


or  THE 


TREASURER  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 


VIRGINIA— TREASURY  OFFICE,  ) 
Richmond,  December  2,  1S39.  > 

To  THE  HONORABLE  THE  SPEAKER  OF  THE  HotBE  OF  DELEOATB8. 

SIR, 

In  compliance  with  the  directions  of  the  several  laws  concerning  the  duties  of  the  treasurer  of 
the  commonwealth,  I  have  the  honour  to  make  to  the  general  assembly  the  subjoined  report  on  the  state  of  the 
treasury  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  with  the  30th  of  September  1839. 


Balances  as  per  last  annual  report, 
Received  into  the  treasury  from  1st  Oci'r  1838, 
to  30th  September  1839,  both  inclusive,  - 


Disbursed  during  same  period, 

Balance  on  hand  1st  October  1839,      -  - 


STATEMENT  A 

Exhibits  the  receipts  and  disbursements  on  account  of  the  commonwealth,  and  the  balances  on  hand  at  the 
end  of  each  quarter. 

STATEMENT  B 

Shews  the  quarterly  receipts  and  disbursements  on  account  of  the  Literary  fund,  Board  of  public  works, 
Northwestern  turnpike,  James  river  company,  and  the  Commissioners  of  the  siuking  fund. 

STATEMENT  C 

Shews  the  particular  slate  of  the  treasury  at  the  end  of  each  quarter  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  with  the 
30th  of  September  1S39. 

STATEMENT  D 

Shews  in  detail  all  the  transactions  at  the  treasury  in  relation  to  the  Cincinnati  fund  since  my  last  report, 
a  list  of  the  certificates  of  the  stocks  belonging  to  said  fund,  now  in  my  possession  as  treasurer  of  the  common- 
wealth, and  a  list  of  the  surviving  pensioners  chargeable  on  the  said  fund. 


Iitertrjr  Fuad. 

Baud  of  Public 
Work.. 

N.  nWiUin 
Tor.**.. 

Juu*  Hir.r 

38740  97 
2191117  92 

38057  69 
95266  19 

42100  9S 
1276078  56 

12204  52 
37616  00 

5661  65 

39  41 

2866  81 

9939686  69 
2212017  83 

133323  88 
108952  50 

1318179  54 
1293137  54 

49820  52 
49752  06 

5661  65 
1804  66 

2906  22 
21W0  00 

9 17841  06  I 
A 

24371  38 
B 

35042  00  1       68  46 
B  B 

3856  99 
B 

22 

B 
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STATEMENT  E 
Shews  the  particular  condition  of  the  Washington  monument  fund. 

Variation!  between  the  Treasurer's  and  Auditor's  Report*. 


Amount  of  warrants  issued  by  auditor  within  the  fiscal  year  ending  30lh  September  1839, 
Add  warrants  issued  prior  to  the  1st  October  1838,  to  wit,  No.  3173  for  $  4  95  paid  6th  Novem- 
ber 1838,  No.  3351  for  8  50  paid  3d  December  1838, 
Add  amount  of  checks  issued  on  warrants  and  not  paid  on  30th  September  1S38,  to  wit,  No. 
3880  for  $470  50  paid  in  October  1S38,  No.  3881  for  8329  12  paid  in  October  1838,  and 
No.  2860  for  $  4  paid  in  April  1839,  amounting  to 

Deduct  amount  of  check  on  warrant  No.  3996  issued  on  the  30th  September  1839,  and 

not  paid  on  that  day,  ....  40O  00 

Deduct  amount  of  warrant  No.  844  issued  in  November  1S38,  and  not  presented  at  the 

treasury  within  the  last  fiscal  year,        -  -  -  3  00 


2,211,562  26 
54  95 

803  62 
2,212,420  83 


Amount  disbursed  by  the  treasurer  per  statement  A 


403  00 
8  2,212,017  83 
$2,212,017  83 


L.  BURFOOT,  Treasurer  ConCtk  Va. 
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STATEMENT  [A.] 

A  STATEMENT  shewing  the  amount  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements  on  account  of 


RECEIPTS. 


To  balance  on  hand  1st  day  of  Octo- 
ber 1838,  as  per  last  annual  report, 

To  amounts  received  in  the  fiscal  year 
ending  30th  September  1839,  on  the 
follomng  accounts,  to  frit: 

Arrears  of  taxes,  - 

Clerksof  county  and  corporation  courta, 

Clerks  of  superior  couna,  - 

Clerks  of  appeals, 

Dividends  on  bank  stock,  - 

Inspectors  of  tobacco, 

Interest  on  U.  S.  surplus  revenue,  • 

Loans  to  pay  state's  subscription  to  the 

Exchange  bank  and  Northwestern 

bank  of  Virginia, 
Militia  fines, 
Miscellaneous 
Notarial  seals, 
Privy  seals, 
Penitentiary  agent, 
Register  of  the  land  office, 
Revenue  taxes  of  1838, 
Revenue  taxes  of  1839, 
Redemption  of  land, 
The  Bank  of  Virginia, 
The  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia, 
The  Bank  of  the  Valley  in  Virginia 
Unappropriated  land, 
Washington  monument  fund, 


To  amount  received  in  fiscal  year,  coding  30lh  September  1839, 


Firat  qvaitar  e  ad  - 
tOf  3  J  it  December 

1838. 

Second  quarter 
•adiaf  Urt 

3/Lk.TZU  13JM. 

Third  qauutnl. 
U(  iix*  Ji» 

Fourth  aurtcr  cod- 

TouliiimlMU, 

1318  06 

m 

1548  17 

• 

111  37 

m 

6  78 

• 

2984  38 

2878  98 

3585  31 

1063  37 

49  88 

7577  54 

4376  06 

4576  96 

2459  43 

106  88 

11519  33 

220  75 

• 

220  75 

m 

12375  00 

28642  96 

41017  96 

7126  26 

m 

728  07 

• 

7854  33 

20750  00 

9250  00 

17637  51 

• 

1 

47637  51 

298710  00 

88582  00 

387292  00 

5435  72 

5733  83 

4451  06 

329  25 

15949  86 

552  02 

335  70 

825  51 

440  52 

2153  75 

2255  72 

1078  34 

641  95 

828  87 

4804  88 

It  'Ml 

•J 

77  90 

- 

8000  00 

8000  00 

3610  00 

562  05 

861  35 

.»<).{. 5  40 

387778  77 

25246  50 

4088  00 

243  66 

417356  93 

23496  01 

2000  00 

25496  01 

1*78  02 

173  41 

188  66 

30  15 

570  24 

* 

- 

325000  00 

- 

325000  00 

• 

505000  00 

505000  00 

370000  00 

370000  00 

194  52 

422  03 

182  37 

209  71 

1008  63 

631  27 

226  08 

1 

3301  30 

403  78 

4562  52 

$437163  30 

52959  13 

1201121  05 

499874  44 

38740  97 


2191117  92 


♦2229858  89 
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the  Commonwealth,  in  each  Quarter  of  the  Fiscal  Year,  ending  30th  September  1839. 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


n  the  fiscal 
ending  'Mth  September  1839, 
on  the  following  accounts,  to  urit 


Criminal  charges,  - 
Contingent  expenses 
Contingent  fund, 
Civil  prosecutions, 
Expenses  of  lunatics, 
Expenses  of  represen 
General  appropriation. 


nbly, 

Guards  in  the  country, 
Geological  survey, 
Interest  on  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  ca 

nal  company  stock, 
Interest  on  public  debt, 
Lunatic  hospitals, 
Militia  fines, 
Military  contingent, 
Military  institute,  • 
Officers  of  government, 
Officers  of  militia, 
Officers  of  penitentiary,  • 
Pensioners, 

Penitentiary  criminal  charges, 
Penitentiary  house  expenses, 
Public  arsenals,  - 
Public  guard, 
Public  roads, 
Public  warehouses, 
Repairs  of  arms,  - 
Repairs  of  armory, 
Repairs  of  governor's  bouse, 
Repairs  of  hail  of  house  of  delegates, 
Reassessment  of  lauds, 
Slaves  executed, 
Slaves  transported, 
The  hoard  of  public  works, 
The  Farmers  Batik  of  Vir, 
The  Bank  of  Virginia, 
The  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia, 
The  Bank  of  the  Valley  in  Virginia 
The  Northwestern  Bank  of  Virginia 
Transportation  of  free  persons  of  co- 
lour, ... 
Transportation  of  arms, 
Warrants  on  account, 


By  amount  disbursed  in  fiscal  year 

ending  30th  September  1839, 
By  balance  on  hand  1st  day  of  Qcto- 


at  the  end  of  each  quarter, 


PtnM  quarter  ertd- 
Inf  31u  December 
1838. 

Sveond  qu*H«r 

•ndJnf  3 lit 

Mlfrl,  lKtf 

pi  irio  jojv 

IMJO  lf| 

11210  68 

5558  31 

2030  05 

24C7  20 

233  09 

2  50 

4057  23 

1335  24 

122  88 

99  13 

•>US  M 

1109  4b 

8416  00 

3762  50 

429  12 

.  40504  10 

1122  36 

26  25 

1700  00 

1200  00 

2956  25 

3131  25 

- 

12607  35 

6000  00 

12000  00 

12275  86 

7787  62 

307  23 

1295  05 

— 

Iclwl  y7 

125  00 

125  00 

2500  00 

1750  00 

320  00 

525  96 

26HI  82 

518  89 

1249  94 

1267  53 

2128  31 

2000  88 

6906  96 

4798  07 

3326  15 

16354  23 

910  34 

332  02 

vol  id 

1  50 

■ 

48  94 

2650  00 

3000  00 

700  00 

TOO  00 

m 
— 
- 

- 
■ 

- 
• 

137  56 

- 

377  45 

769  16  I 

600  00 

800  00 

8113695  62 

• 
• 

362206  65  |s 

200449  17 

• 
■ 

U4718  61 

Third  quarter  end'    Fou r r h  n  u«n»r  end. 
mj  XXk  Jom         >rie  30U.  Heplem- 


8732  79 
6622  47 
2536  24 

37  33 
1800  04 

26  63 
6154  24 
2434  00 
42649  60 
1301  50 
2700  00 


50 


29635  00 
2327  88 
347  71 

19449  79 
125  00 
1750  00 
440  00 
2956  35 
1331  37 
3488  79 
5817  95 


887  88 
114  99 
1  50 

10027  50 
1800  00 
9900  00 

505000  00 
325000  00 


7  50 
68  12 
1470  45 
3100  00 


Teul  in  aK«l^rj«r, 


3301  67 
3488  02 
3551  11 
28  53 
655  97 
44  11 
119  28 
15039  50 

189  00 
1500  00 

3075  00 
1579  64 
10000  00 

225  00 

2500  00 
20826  07 
125  00 

1750  00 
213  33 
619  04 
899  93 
497  58 

5010  60 

2007  25 
18-1  64 
997  S9 


1225  00 
20405  47 

1600  00 
35000  00 


370000  00 
92282  00 


127  79 
600  00 


699607  92 


34540  39 
26879  48 
10584  60 
301  45 

7848  48 
292  75 

7891  32 
29652  00 
83782  82 

2639  11 

7100  00 

12125  00 
14186  99 
57685  00 
22010  36 
1949  99 
2500  00 
78400  57 
500  00 
7750  00 
1499  29 
6776  10 
4748  77 
8115  56 
22533  58 
21687  63 
1427  00 
3538  66 
114  99 
51  94 
1225  00 
30432  97 
7450  00 
12900  00 
65000  00 
505000  00 
325009  00 
295000  00 
370000  00 
92282  00 

7  50 
205  68 
2744  85 
5100  00 


2212017  83 
17841  06 


112229858  89 


117634  54       17841  06 


L.  BURFOOT,  Trcantrer  Com'**. 
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STATEMENT  [B.] 

A  STATEMENT  shewing  the  amount  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements  of  the  Literary  Fund,  Board 

Sinking  Fund  in  each  quarter  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  September  1839.— 


First  Quarter. 
Received  in  October  1838, 
"      in  November 

in  December  " 

Toul  amount  of  receipts  in  quarter  ending  31st 
December  1838,  .... 
Balances  on  hand  1st  Oct.  1638,  per  last  ann.  rep. 


Second  Quarter. 
Received  in  January  1*Q9, 
in  February  " 
in  March 

Total  amount  of  receipts  in  quarter  ending  31st 

March  1839,  .... 
Balances  on  hand  1st  Jan.  1839,  brought  down, 


Third  Quarter. 
Received  in  April  1839, 
"       in  May  " 


Total  amount  of  receipts  in  quarter  ending  30th 
June  1839,  .... 
Balances  on  hand  1st  April  1839,  brought  down, 


Fourth  Quarter. 
Received  in  July  1839, 
in  August 
in  September  " 


Total  amount  received  in  quarter  ending  30th 

September  1839, 
Balancea  on  hand  1st  July  1839,  brought  down, 


RECAPITULATION. 
Balances  on  hand  1st  October  1838, 
Total  amount  receipts  in  fiscal  year  ending  30lh 


Ulmtj  Faa4. 

tarf.rr.bi.. 

Worm.!. 

Jupm  Kim 

CMmtiorik* 
e.MH  Fund. 

T«u. 

017  00 

2520  94 
1994  00 

26184  45 
500404  66 
8170  00 

5000  00 
1100  00 

5131  94 

(>..AW(  11'' 

534759  11 
4°100  OS 

6100  00 

1 

39  41 

545991  05 
<H004  25 

43189  63 

5 i 6860  09 

18304  52 

5661  65 

19  41 

644055  30 

28597  49 
2016  92 

19S163  37 
50207  00 
01607  78 

4000  00 
13750  00 

• 

1412  82 

31426  94 

341978  15 
32520  52 

17750  00 
1167  19 

3861  65 

1412  82 
39  41 

392567  91 
72468  30 

66300  lib 

J (4498  bi 

18917  19 

3861  65 

1452  23 

465036  30 

20229  28 
5869  72 
1902  43 

64196  75 
19296  81 
28650  00 

4700  00 
3800  00 
1300  00 

28001  43 

OUlO  Of 

112143  56 

417Q1  9.1 

9800  00 

3861  65 

2  23 

149944  99 
61567  72 

36074  80 

155937  51 

i  -,'11,-     -  "i 

1;>(>36  52 

oui*ri  ar 

o  no 
Si  2J 

211512  <1 

2759  48 
2853  00 
25003  40 

244247  73 
28600  00 
14150  01 

2710  00 
1250  00 

• 

1453  99 

30705  88 
9787  70 

287197  74 
22131  55 

3966  00 
667  21 

• 

3856  99 

1453  99 
2  23 

323323  61 
36445  68 

40493  5S 

109329  29 

4633  21 

3856  99 

1456  22 

359769  29 

38057  69 
95266  19 

42100  98 
1276078  56 

12204  52 
37616  00 

5661  65 

* 

39  41 

2866  81 

133323  88 

1318179  54 

49820  52 

5661  65 

2906  22 
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of  Public  Works,  Northwestern  Turnpike  Road,  James  River  Company,  and  Commissioners  of  the 
Also  the  balances  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  and  at  the  end  of  each  quarter. 


of  F.MIe 


North  w*«i*rn 


Cmm'n  of  tb« 


Total. 


Pint  Quarter. 
Disbursed  in  Oclobcr  1838, 

"  id  Norember  "  - 
"      in  December    "  - 

Total  amount  disbursed  in  quarter  ending  31st 
December  1838,  .... 
Balances  on  hand  1st  January  1839, 


Second  Quarter. 

in  January  1839, 

in  February  " 

in  March  " 


N 
M 


Total  amount  disbursed  in  quarter  ending  31st 
March  1839,  .... 
i  on  hand  1st  April  1839, 


Third 
in  April 
in  May 
in  June 


u 


Total  amount  disbursed  in  quarter  ending  30th 
Jane  1839,  -         -         .  - 

Balances  on  hand  1st  July  1839, 


Fourth  Quarter. 
July  1839, 


"      in  September   "  -  - 

Total  amount  disbursed  in  quarter  ending  30th 
September  1839,  .... 
Balances  on  band  1st  October  1839, 


RECAPITULATION. 
Total  amount  disbursed  in  fiscal  year  ending  30th 
Tiber  1339,   -         -         -  - 
on  hand  1st  October  1839, 


1356  71 
3447  90 
3505  40 


35373  05    12417  33 


1800 


8310  01 
34879  62 


501437  67 

7528  85 


544339  57 

32520  52 


13189  63     576960  09 


37171  06 
13038  55 
8023  58 


13919  04 
6011  00 
6356  46 


26287  10 
9787  70 


170429  12 
34777  88 
125497  72 


3000  00 
1720  00  ! 


17137  33  !    1800  00 
1167  19     3861  65        39  41 


18304  52      5661  65 


5110  17 
3088  00 
4882  50 


58233  19     330704  72    13080  67 
8073  37       43793  95     5836  62     3861  65 


571586  91 
72468  39 


39  41 


644055  30 


1450  00 


1450  00 

2  23 


403468  58 
61567  72 


66306  56     374498  67    18917  19     3861  65 


81907  26 
24704  27 
27194  43 


00 

25 


4  66 


1452  23 


465036  30 


133605  96    14969  31  4  66 

22131  55  1     667  21  I    3856  99 


2  23 


175067  03 
36445  68 


36074  80 

1,55937  51 

15636  52 

3861  65 

2  23 

211512  71 

6908  84 
5709  09 
3504  27 

236467  60 
14743  98 
23075  71 

944  75 
2020  00 
1600  00 

1456  00 

16122  20 
24371  38 

274287  29 
35042  00 

4564  75 
68  46 

3356  99 

1456  00 
0  22 

296430  24 
63339  05 

40493  58 

309329  29 

4633  21 

3856  99 

1456  22 

359769  29 

108952  50 
24371  38 

1283137  54 
35042  00 

49752  06 
68  46 

1804  66 
3856  99 

2906  00 
0  22 

133323  88 

1318179  54 

49820  52 

5661  65  i   2906  22 

L.  BURFOOT,  Trcaiurer  Com'th. 
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STATEMENT  [C] 
STATE  OF  THE  TREASURY  at  the  end  of  each  Quarter 


First  Quarter. 


Balance*  as  per  treasury  office  books  on  1st  January  1839,  viz : 
To  the  credit  of  the  commonwealth, 
Literary  fund, 
Board  of  publio  works,  - 
Northwestern  turnpike  road, 


of  the  sinking  fund, 


881,089  62 
34,879  62 
32,512  02 
1,167  19 
3,861  66 
39  41 


9  434.059  51 


Second  Quarter. 


Balances  as  per  treasury  office  books  on  1st  April  1839,  viz  : 
To  the  credit  of  the  commonwealth, 


Literary  fund, 
Board  of  public  works,  - 
Northwestern  turnpike  road, 


232 


214,060  17 

8,073  37 
43.7U3  95 
5,836  52 
3,861  65 
2  23 
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of  the  Fiscal  Year  ending  30/7i  September  1839. 


Firtt  Quarter. 


In  the  Bank  of  Virginia  on  the  lit  <)ay  of  January  1839,  aa  per 
In  ibe  Farraeri  bank  of  Virginia,  do.  do. 

Total  in  both  banks, 

From  this  total  deduct  the  following  check*  issued  at  the  treasury  office  prior  to  and  not  paid  at 
bank  on  the  1st  day  of  January  1839,  viz : 
Bank  of  Virginia,  B.  P.  W.  No.  34,  issued  December  5,  1838,  to  Richmond  Compiler,  - 
Fanners  bank  of  Virginia,  No.  2860,  issued  April  6,  1838,  to  J.  M.  Davis,  - 

1 107,     '«    December  29,  1838,  to  John  B.  Richardson, 
1109,     '«         "         "         to  John  A.  King, 
2823,     "    March  6,  1833,  to  Meacon  Ford, 
Deduct  also  the  following  amounts  paid  in  bank,  and  certificates  not  returned,  viz : 

Bank  of  Virginia— 1631,  October  31,  J.  H'Laurine  $2  54;  1834,  April  11,  J.  Crews 
$171;  1835,  April  22,  J.  M.  Mileston  0  cents,  D.  Burnett  6  cents,  8.  Jenkins  6  cents, 
G.  Burnett  6  cents,  W.  Batkins  6  cents,  W.  II.  Earnest  6  cents,  G.  Hunter  6  cents ; 
1836,  February  12,  J.  Beckley,  fee,  t  1  22;  J.  Miller  *  I  10;  1837,  October  14,  J. 
Kennedy  02  cents;  1838,  March  31,  N.  Frisby  I  3  56, 
Farmers  bank  of  Virginia— 1838,  January  10,  J.  M'Clung  $  36  79  and  I  11  64, 
Gain  in  change  at  the  treasury  office  prior  to  April  1829,  ... 
Gain  to  the  literary  fund  in  the  Farmers  bank  prior  to  same  time,  - 


218,268  57 
216,473  04 


6  50 
4  00 


434,741  61 


4  50 

53 


11  17 

48  43 
4  85 
12 


10 


9  434,059  51 


In  the  Bank  of  Virginia  on  the  1st  day  of  April  1839,  as  per 
Id  the  Farmers  bank  of  Virginia,  do.  do. 

Total  in  both  banks, 

total  deduct  the  following  checks  issued  at  the  treasury  office  prior  to  and  not  paid  at 

bank  on  the  1st  day  of  April  1839,  viz: 
of  Virginia,       No.  2319,  issued  25th  March  1339,  to  Henry  Wood,  - 
2322,         "         "  to  James  S.  Clarke, 

2335,         "         "  to  Andrew  Fudge, 

2361,  "  "  to  Charles  H.  Hyde, 

2328,  «'  "  to  Harris  Hill,  - 

ers  bank  of  Virginia,  2215,       loth         "  to  Timothy  Taylor, 

30th         "  to  James  CulberUon, 

to  Willism  Roberta, 
6lh  "    1833,  to  Meacon  Ford,  - 

Deduct  also  the  following  amounts  paid  in  bank,  and  certificates  not  returned,  viz : 
Bank  of  Virginia— January  30th,  1839,  to  D.  Campbell, 
February  5,  183J,  to  Blick  &.  Grigg,  - 

MM  "  -     «'  . 

Amount  as  in  first  quarter, 
Farmers  bank  of  Virginia,  1838,  January  10,  J.  M'Clung  f  36  79  and  $  11  64, 

1839,  February  6,  W.  S.  Morrison  f  37  77,  I  12  35  and  f  4  75, 
C.  Anderson  I  389  51  and  f  20, 
Gain  in  change  1 4  85,  and  gain  to  literary  fund  12  cents,  aa  in  first  quarter, 


138,676  85 
138,973  50 


24  00 
206  80 
16  00 

3  00 

4  11 
264  00 

28  00 
112  00 
53 

107  00 
42  88 
685  19 
11  17 
48  43 
54  87 
51 
4  97 


277,650  35 


2,022  46 
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STATEMENT  [C-] 
STATE  OF  THE  TREASURY  at  the  end  of  each  quarter 


Third 


i  per  treasury  office  books  on  1st  July  1839,  viz  : 
To  the  credit  of  the  commonwealth, 
Literary  fund, 
Board  of  public  works,  - 
Northwestern  turnpike  road, 
James  river  company, 
Commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund, 


117,634  01 

9,787  70 
22,131  55 
667  21 
3,856  99 
2  23 


t!54 


Balances  as  per  treasury  office  books,  on  1st  October  1839,  viz 
To  the  credit  of  the  commonwealth, 

Literary  fund,  - 
Board  of  public  works,  • 
Northwestern  turnpike  road, 
James  river  company, 
Commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund, 


17,440  53 
24,371  38 
35,042  00 
08  46 
3,856  99 


180,779  58 
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of  the  FUcal  year  ending  3CM  September  1839.— Continued. 


Third 


In  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  on  the  1st  day  of  July  1839,  as  per 
In  Ihe  Farmers  bank  of  Virginia,  do.  do. 

Total  in  both  banks, 

From  this  total  deduct  amounts  paid  in  bank,  and  certificates  not  returned,  viz  : 
Bank  of  Virginia — For  amount  as  stated  in  first  quarter, 
Farmers  bank  of  Virginia—  1838,  January  10,  J.  M'Clung  1 36  79  and  «  11  64, 

1339,  June  3,  J.  Hicroniraus, 
also  check  No.  '2823,  to  M.  Ford,  issued  6th  March  1833,  on  the  Farmers  bank, 
!  gain  in  change  9  4  85  and  to  literary  fund  12  cents,  as  heretofore, 


72,598  11 
81,562  63 


11  17 
48  43 

5  as 

63 
4  97 


154,150  64 


70  95 


Fourth  Quarter 


►4,079  69 


In  the  Bank  of  Virginia  on  the  1st  day  of  October  1839,  as  per  i 
In  the  Farmers  bank  of  Virginia,  do.  do. 

Total  in  both  banks, 

From  this  total  deduct  for  amounts  paid  in  bank,  and  certificates  not  returned,  &c,  as  in  third 


also  check 


No.  3995,  to  Richard  M'Rae, 


1839,  on  Bank  of  Virginia, 


41,998  47 
39,252  06 


70  95 


81,250  53 


470  95 
8  80,779  68 


L.  BURFOOT, 
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STATEMENT  LI). 
CINCINNATI  FUND. 
Lawson  Burfoot  Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  account  with  the  Cincinnati  Fund. 


DR. 

t838 — December  14,  To  balance  per  last  annual  report,  - 
1839,  To  January  dividend  Bank  of  Virginia, 

'*  "      Farmers  bank, 

To  July  "      Bank  of  Virginia, 

"  "      Farmers  bank, 

To  interest  on  loan  to  the  state  per  certificate  No.  933, 


247  50 
50  00 

275  00 
60  00 
26  10 


1,425  46 


658  60 
$2,084  06 


CR. 

1839 — January  16,  By  cash  paid  Mrs.  Nestell,  for  half  year's  pension,  due  1st  inst.,  - 
'*      21,  By  cash  paid  Mrs.  Whitakcr,  for  half  year's  pension,  due  1st  inst., 
March    25,  By  cash  loaned  the  state  per  certificate  No.  933, 
July      12,  By  cash  loaned  the  state  per  certificate  No.  14, 

16,  By  cash  paid  Mrs.  Whitaker,  for  half  year's  pension,  due  1st  k 
Oct'r       1,  Balance  in  the  Bank  of  Virginia, 


60  00 
60  00 
1,620  00 
260  00 
60  00 
54  06 


$2,084  06 


Litt  of  Stocks  in  my 


belonging  to  this  Fund. 


23  shares  Bank  of  Virginia  per  certificate  No.  7423 
32    "  «  "  1599 

10    "     Farmers  bank,  "  4569 

Certificate  of  loan  to  the  state  for  $1620, 

numbered  933. 
Certificate  of  loan  to  the  state  for  $260, 
numbered  14. 

A  litt  of  surviving  Pensioners  chargeable  on  this  Fund. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Whitaker,  Richmond. 
Mrs.  Mary  Nestell,  Norfolk. 


L.  BURFOOT,  Treasurer  CovCth  Va, 
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STATEMENT  [E.] 

WASHINGTON  MONUMENT  FUND. 

By  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  assembly  passed  the  22 d  February  1828,  the  treasurer  of  the  common- 
wealth is  required  to  report  annually  to  the  legislature  the  particular  condition  of  this  fund.  In  discharge  of 
that  duty,  I  make  the  following  statement : 

1S38 — December  18,  To  balance  of  uninvested  interest  in  the  treasury  as  per 

last  annual  report,         -  -  -  -         1,122  33 

27,  By  loan  to  John  B.  Richardson,  -  -  600  00 


December  29,  To  interest  received  from  John  B.  Richardson  on  $  3000,  90  00 

1839 — January  9,  To  interest  received  from  John  M'Millan,    -  -  57  00 


February  11,  To  interest  received  from  R.  I.  Curtis,      -  -  60  00 

28,  To      do.         do.       E.  H.  Boisseau,  -  109  08 


April  4,  To  this  sum  received  from  Samuel  Jones  on  account  of  princi- 
pal and  interest  heretofore  loaned  to  him — principal,  3,000  00 

interest,  69  60 


May  4,  To  interest  received  from  Richard  Hardesty,    -  -  60  00 

11,         do.         do.         Abigail  Mayo,  -  -  181  89 


622  33 
147  00 


669  33 

29,  By  loan  to  John  B.  Richardson,  -  -  600  00 


69  33 


169  08 


238  41 

February  28,  By  loan  to  J.  B.  Richardson,  -  -  200  00 


3S  41 


3,059  60 


3,097  91 

April  4,  By  loan  to  Elijah  Bailey,  ....         3)0oo  00 


97  91 
241  89 


339  80 

June  1,  By  loan  to  John  B.  Richardson,      -  -  -  -  100  00 

239  80 

July  1,  To  interest  received  from  John  B.  Richardson,   -  -  131  32 

6,         do.         do.         E.  PI.  Boisseau,         -  -  109  08 

6,         do.         do.         C.  T.  Botts,  -  -  73  38 

i  .    313  78 

663  68 

July  10,  By  loan  to  J.  B.  Richardson,        -  660  00 

3  68 

September  6,  To  interest  received  from  Elijah  Bailey,    -  90  00 


93  68 


4 
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Brought  forward, 
1839— September  14,  By  loan  to  John  B.  Richardson, 


October  1,  To  i 


received  from  J.  B.  Richardson, 


October  11,  By  loan  to  John  B.  Richardson, 


November  9,  To  interest  received  from  Mrs.  Mayo, 
"        22,         do.         do.         C.  T.  Bolts, 


November  22,  By  loan  to  John  B.  Richardson, 
Uninvested  interest, 


181  89 
17  00 


93  68 
60  00 

43  68 
76  13 

118  71 
100  00 

18  71 


198  89 

217  60 
200  00 

S  17  60 


Present  condition  of  the  Fund. 


Loan  to  Mrs.  Mav 


Paid, 

Balance  of  loan  to  E.  H. 
to  R.  I.  Curtis, 
Richard  Hardesty, 
C.  T.  Botts,  two  loans,  - 
J.  B.  Richardson, 
John  M'Millan, 
J.  B.  Richardson, 
Elijah  Bailey, 


interest  as  above, 


4,200  00 
3,000  00 


6,063  10 


1,200  00 
3,636  25 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 
1,506  46 
3,000  00 
1,900  00 
2,400  00 
3,000  00 

24,705  80 
17  60 

$24,723  40 


Interest  due  and 


Samuel  Jones, 
Richard  Hardesty, 
R.  I.  Curtis, 
J.  M'Millan, 


72  00 
30  00 
30  00 
114  00 

$246  00 


L.  BURFOOT,  Treasurer  ConCth  Va. 


Novemher  23,  1839. 
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SECOND  AUDITOR'S  REPORT 


THE  LITERARY  FUND 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1839, 


AND  PROCEEDINGS  Or  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMISSIONERS 


IN  THE  DIFFERENT  COUNTIES, 


SEPTEMBER  30,  1838. 
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REPORT. 


SECOND  AUDITOR'S  OFFICE,  December  2,  1839. 

To  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia. 

■ 

In  conformity  to  law,  I  have  the  honour  to  lay  herewith  before  the  general  assembly,  the 
accounts  of  the  Literary  fund  for  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1839,  together  with  the  usual  documents  in 
relation  to  the  transactions  of  the  school  commissioners,  during  the  year  ending  the  30th  September,  1838, 
agreeably  to  the  annexed  list. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  remained  of  the  permanent  funds  in  money,  a  balance  of  $4345  24.  At  this 
time,  the  whole  of  the  fund,  amounting  to  S  1,413,555  06,  is  invested  in  bank,  commonwealth  and  other  stocks, 
of  the  best  description,  and  except  the  bank  stocks,  all  bearing  a  fixed  rate  of  interest. 

The  proper  increase  of  the  permanent  capital  was  $17,203  92,  but  it  was  reduced  to  S7203  92  by  the 
payment  of  810,000  to  the  asylum  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  the  blind,  being  the  first  instalment  of  the 
appropriation  for  the  site  and  buildings  of  the  institution,  under  the  act  of  31st  March,  1S3S.  When  this  instal- 
ment was  required,  there  was  no  money  on  hand  which  could  be  applied  to  its  payment ;  the  president  and 
directors  of  the  Literary  fund,  therefore  directed  as  much  of  the  bank  stocks  to  be  sold,  as  was  necessary,  and, 
accordingly,  ninety-four  shares  of  the  Farmers  bank  were  disposed  of,  at  prices  averaging  $104  per  share. 
(Note  to  statement  C) 

The  amount  of  loans  made  to  individuals  in  1S22,  ($S0,000,)  has  at  length  been  fully  refunded,  by  the 
payment  into  the  treasury,  of  $700,  the  balance  of  the  debt  of  Edmund  Harrison.    (Note  to  statement  C.) 

Owing  to  the  unusually  large  receipts  from  bank  stocks,  produced  partly  by  a  division  of  the  surplus 
profits  of  thoso  institutions  at  the  time  of  increasing  their  capital,  during  the  past  year,  the  revenue  of  the  Jund 
amounted  to  $102,51)0  46,  a  larger  sum  than  it  has  ever  before  reached.  It  proved  sufficient,  therefore,  not 
only  to  pay  all  the  charges  imposed  on  it,  but  left  a  surplus  of  $4293  S2,  which  was  carried  as  formerly  prac- 
tised, to  the  credit  of  the  permanent  capital.    (Note  to  statement  B.) 

The  appropriations  provided  for  out  of  the  revenue,  amounted  to  $95,100,  (statement  E.)  In  this  sum  is 
included  the  first  or  current  year's  annuity  of  $  10,000,  to  the  asylum  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  the  blind,  of 
which  $4000  has  been  lately  paid  ;  official" information  having  been  communicated  to  the  president  and  directors 
of  the  Literary  fund,  that  the  institution  was  in  actual  operation. 

By  the  act  which  established  the  asylum,  the  additional  appropriation  for  the  education  of  the  poor,  which 
previously  absorbed  the  whole  of  the  surplus  revenue,  was  limited  to  $25,000.  This  with  the  original  appro- 
priation of  8  15,000,  makes  $70,000  applicable  to  that  object,  a  sum  which  may  now  be  considered  as  fixed, 
there  being  no  reason  to  doubt  of  the  ability  of  the  future  revenue  to  provide  it. 

In  consequence  of  the  very  heavy  demands  made  upon  the  public  treasury,  by  the  Board  of  public  works, 
for  the  payment  of  interest  upon  the  internal  improvement  debt,  and  the  consequent  reduced  state  of  the  treasury, 
it  was  deemed  advisable,  by  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Literary  fund,  to  permit  the  interest  due  on  the 
7  per  cent,  debt  of  the  commonwealth,  and  the  internal  improvement  debt,  amounting  together,  to  $28,429  36, 
(note  to  statement  D.)  to  remain  undrawn  until  the  revenue  of  the  state  for  the  year,  should  be  paid  in,  as  no 
inconvenience  of  any  kind  would  result  from  that  course  to  the  interests  of  the  Literary  fund. 

Statement  F.  contains  a  list  of  the  school  quotas  undrawn  on  the  30th  September.  They  amounted  to 
$35,677  20.  The  large  amount  which  uniformly  remained  in  the  treasury  on  this  account,  authorised  a  partial 
investment.  Accordingly,  $22,750  have  been  converted,  at  different  periods,  into  slocks,  leaving  still  in  the 
treasury,  $  13,127  20.  i'pon  these  stocks  there  has  been  received  in  all,  from  the  time  of  investment,  dividends 
and  interest  amounting  to  $5906  86,  or  more  than  twenty-six  per  cent,  upon  the  cost. 

The  same  statement  will  shew  the  forfeitures  of  school  quotas  incurred  in  certain  counties,  by  the  failure  on 
the  part  of  the  school  commissioners  to  employ  the  funds  they  were  entitled  to,  for  a  period  of  three  years,  ending 
the  1st  January  last.  They  amount  to  $23S1  01,  and  are  applied  to  the  increase  of  the  permanent  capital. 
(Note  to  statement  B.) 

Applications  have  been  several  times  made  to  the  legislature,  to  restore  to  the  school  commissioners  the 
amount  of  forfeiture  incurred  by  them.    They  have  so  far  failed,  and  I  sincerely  trust,  they  will  continue  here- 
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after  to  do  so,  being  perfectly  satisfied  that  a  forfeiture  may  in  every  case  be  avoided  by  a  very  small  degree  of 
exertion  and  attention  on  the  part  of  the  commissioners. 

The  income  of  the  current  year  is  estimated  in  statement  G.  at  $69,592.  Fully  one  fourth  of  this  sum  is 
predicated  upon  dividends  on  bank  stocks,  at  six  dollars  per  share  of  one  hundred  dollars.  This  estimate  will 
scarcely  be  exceeded,  on  the  contrary,  the  embarrassments  in  which  those  institutions  are  involved,  may  pos- 
sibly diminish  it  considerably.  If,  however,  the  estimated  dividends  should  be  received  and  no  more,  it  will  be 
seen  by  statement  G.  that  the  surplus  revenue  will  amount  to  about  8  27,492,  and  that  after  setting  apart 
$25,000  for  the  primary  schools,  there  will  remain  but  a  small  sum  towards  the  payment  of  the  annuity  of  the 
asylum  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  of  the  blind,  for  the  year  1S40— 41. 

According  to  statement  H.  there  remained  on  the  30th  September,  1838,  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurers  of 
school  commissioners,  unexpended  balances  to  the  amount  of  S  39.3S7  90,  after  deducting  all  the  expenditures 
of  the  year  ending  on  that  day.  This  sum  added  to  S09.S33  71,  subsequently  paid,  gives  an  amount  of 
$  109,221  61,  to  be  accounted  tor  in  the  returns  of  the  year  just  past,  the  period  for  the  rendition  of  which  has 
now  arrived. 

The  results  of  the  school  operations  of  the  year  1S3S,  arc  embodied  in  statements  I.  and  K.  The  former 
shews  that  25,965  poor  children  were  sent  to  the  common  and  Lancastrian  schools  of  the  counties  and  towns  of 
the  state  during  that  year,  and  that  407  attended  the  district  free  schools  established  in  the  counties  of  Wash- 
ington, Smyth  and  Campbell,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  February  25th,  1629,  the  aggregate  number  of 
the  whole  being  26,372,  and  exceeding  by  3000  the  number  attending  school  in  any  previous  year.  The 
character  of  these  returns  is  indicative  of  continued  improvement  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  devolved  on 
the  school  commissioners,  and  of  a  considerable  extension  of  the  benefits  of  the  system  to  the  poor.  They  are 
also  very  generally  unexceptionable  in  point  of  form.  It  is  still  apparent,  however,  that  in  many  instances 
much  less  personal  exertion  is  made  on  the  part  of  the  school  commissioners,  to  give  proper  efficiency  to  the 
system  than  might  be  anticipated  from  gentlemen  specially'  selected  for  the  office  by  the  respective  courts,  for 
their  known  private  worth,  intelligence  and  devotion  to  the  public  good.  The  cause  of  this  inertness  on  their 
part  may,  I  think,  be  attributed  in  a  great  measure  to  the  contempt  and  neglect  the  system  experiences  from 
many  of  the  highly  educated  portion  of  our  fellow  citizens,  with  whose  countenance  and  assistance  the  system 
would  soon  reach  a  much  higher  state  of  usefulness,  whilst  their  contempt  and  ridicule  subject  it  to  unmerited 
odium,  and  tend  very  powerfully  to  suppress  the  interest  and  dampen  the  efforts  which  would  otherwise  be  felt 
and  made  in  its  behalf.  Yet  so  simple  is  the  system,  and  at  the  same  time  so  efficient  are  its  provisions  and 
regulations,  that  even  under  the  disadvantages  spoken  of,  and  others  equally  great,  it  prospers  and  improves ; 
and  there  is  reason  to  believe,  that  the  aggregate  of  benefit  conferred  by  it  upon  the  poor  is  fully  equivalent 
to  the  amount  expended- 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  the  foregoing  observations  in  favour  of  the  existing  humble  system,  (which  aims 
at  imparting  to  the  deslitute  a  knowledge  of  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic  only,)  proceed  from  an  undue  par- 
tiality towards  it,  and  an  ignorance  of  its  imperfections;  or  on  the  other  hand  from  any  hostility  to  the  intro- 
duction of  a  more  extended  and  perfect  system  of  education,  embracing  academies  and  colleges  in  its  provisions. 
Their  object  is  to  guard  against  a  total  subversion  of  (he  only  system  which  the  present,  or  probable  future 
condition  of  the  finances  of  the  slate  treasury  is,  or  will  be  capable  of  supporting  unaided  by  taxation  and  volun- 
tary contributions,  to  render  it  as  efficient  as  possible,  and  through  its  means  to  keep  alive  throughout  the  state, 
correct  opinions  aud  a  proper  feeling  in  regard  to  education,  which  prevail  extensively  at  this  time,  but  might 
vanish  with  the  destruction  of  that  system. 

It  has  long  been  my  settled  opinion  that  a  system  similar  to  that  established  in  the  slate  of  New  York,  can 
only  be  introduced  by  degrees  into  this  state.  Many  of  our  counties  have  so  rugged  a  surfuce,  and  a  popu- 
lation so  sparse  in  comparison  to  their  extent,  and  withal  possessed  of  such  limited  means  that  any  attempt  to 
establish  that  system  in  them,  under  such  disadvantages,  must  fail  of  success.  The  population  of  others,  how- 
ever, is  dense,  wealthy  and  public  spirited,  and  so  far,  therefore,  they  are  competent  and  prepared  for  its  intro- 
duction amongst  themselves  in  its  fullest  extent,  and  it  behoves  them  to  set  the  example  to  the  rest  of  the  state: 
but  in  granting  the  necessary  legal  authority  for  that  purpose,  definite  and  permanent  provision  should  be  made 
to  secure  its  continued  maintenance  and  support.  To  this  end,  any  deficiency  which  might  exist  after  the 
application  of  the  appropriation  from  the  public  treasury,  together  with  the  local  funds  and  private  contributions, 
should  be  annually  raised  by  taxation  upon  the  property  of  the  inhabitants  under  the  direction  of  such  local 
authority  as  may  be  designated  by  law.  Unless  there  exist  an  effectual  and  obligatory  mode  of  providing  for  a 
deficiency,  very  little  dependence  can  be  placed  on  the  regular  continuance  of  the  schools,  although  the  proper 
buildings  may  be  erected  and  completely  furnished  with  fixtures,  books  and  apparatus. 

This  conclusion  is  justified  by  the  result  of  experiments  in  our  own  stale  on  the  principle  of  voluntary  contri- 
bution, as  may  be  seen  by  an  examination  of  the  documents  marked  K.  of  this  and  former  reports  which  contain 
abstracts  of  the  returns  of  the  district  schools  established  on  that  principle  in  some  of  the  couulies  under  the 
provisions  of  the  1st,  2nd  and  3rd  sections  of  the  act  of  25th  February,  1839. 
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At  foot  of  document  H.  is  a  list  of  fourteen  academics  to  which  the  surplus  school  quotas  of  the  counties  in 
which  they  are  situated  have  been  wholly  or  in  part  applied.  Document  M.  contains  copies  of  all  the  reports 
made  by  such  academies,  for  the  year  163S.  As  the  law  now  stands,  these  institutions  arc  only  bound  to  make 
an  annual  report  of  the  particular  "  manner  in  which  such  appropriation  is  employed."  It  will  be  seen  by  the 
reports  now  transmitted,  how  totally  deficient  some  of  them  are  of  such  details  as  ought  to  be  given. 

To  remedy  this  omission,  I  would  respectfully  suggest,  that  these  and  all  other  literary  institutions,  which 
do  now  or  may  hereafter  receive  any  aid  from  the  public  treasury,  directly  or  indirectly,  be  required  by  law  to 
embrace  in  their  reports  such  additional  information  respecting  their  resources,  regulations  and  condition  as 
may  be  called  for  by  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Literary  fund.  The  legislature  will  in  this  way  become 
possessed  of  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  standing  and  usefulness  of  those  institutions,  and  will  be  more  fully  pre- 
pared to  judge  of  their  fitness  to  be  incorporated  in  a  general  system  of  education. 

Document  N.  contains  a  list  of  the  books  in  uso  at  the  diflercnt  schools  of  the  state  to  which  poor  children 
are  sent.  It  will  afford  a  better  criterion  that  mere  conjecture  for  an  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  instruction 
received  by  the  poor  through  the  agency  of  the  school  commissioners. 

With  a  view  of  complying  with  the  duty  enjoined  on  them  by  an  act  of  Glh  April  last,  the  president  and 
directors  of  the  Literary  fund  caused  an  advertisement  to  be  inserted  in  the  public  papers  inviting  proposals  for 
the  compilation  or  selection,  and  the  publication  of  proper  books  for  the  use  of  the  primary  schools  of  the  state. 
No  proposals,  however,  of  a  satisfactory  character  have  been  yet  presented.  It  is  all  important  that  a  series  of 
school  books  peculiarly  suited  to  the  habits  and  institutions  of  our  own  state  should  be  adopted,  and  a  strict 
attention  to  this  object  may  occasion  some  delay  in  the  performance  of  the  duty. 

The  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  Bristoe  tract,  belonging  to  the  Literary  fund,  will  amount  to  between  eleven 
and  twelve  thousand  dollars.  A  part  of  the  purchasers  have  executed  the'neccssary  writings,  and  the  agent  for 
the  estate  is  engaged  in  obtaining  the  remainder.  The  payments  of  the  purchase  money  were  fixed  at  one  tenth 
in  cash,  and  the  balance  in  ten  equal  annual  instalments  with  interest,  the  title  being  retained  in  the  common- 
wealth until  full  payment.  By  the  sale  of  this  property,  the  annual  revenue  of  the  fund  will  be  improved,  and 
the  prosperity  of  the  county  in  which  it  lies  be  it  is  understood  essentially  promoted. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  BROWN,  Jn.,  Second  Auditor 

And  Superintendent  of  the  Literary  Fund. 
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STATE  OF  THE  LITERARY  FUND, 
30th  September,  1839. 


The  permanent  capital  amounts,  as  per  statement  B,  to  • 
(>r  which  there  is  invested  in  productive  stocks  and  loans,  as  per 
Leaving  subject  to  in 


C, 


The  undrawn  school  quotas  for  the  years  1837,  1833  and  1839,  amount,  as  per  statement  P,  to 
(o)  Of  which  there  is  temporarily  invested,  to  be  reconverted  into  money  as  the  wants  of  the 


1,413,555  06 
1,409,209  82 

35,877  20 


4,345  24 


i  may  require, 

On  account  of  the  annuity  to  Margaret  academy, 

There  remained  undrawn  on  the  30th  September,  1838,  the  annuity  of  1838, 
And  the  annuity  of  1839,  was     •  -  .  ' 

Both  of  which  remain  undrawn,  - 
The  annuity  to  the  University  of  Virginia  for  1839,  was  . 
Of  which  there  has  been  paid  as  follows,  viz : 

To  the  orders  of  the  rector  and  visitors,         -  .  -  13  813  80 

For  interest  on  the  debt  of  the  university  to  the  late  Mrs.  Martha  Randolph,  of 

•  19,770,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  passed  25ih  March,  1837,     1,058  10 


22,750  00 


-(<z)13,127  20 


100  00 
100  00 

15,000  00 


14,871  90 


Leaving  undrawn  interest, 

The  annuity  to  the  Virginia  institution  for  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  of  the  blind  for  the  vear 

commencing  1st  October,  1839,  amounts  to  - 
The  appropriation  for  primary  schools,  out  of  the  surplus  revenue  for  the  year  1839,  and  which  is  payable  after 

the  1st  January,  1810,  ia 


Total  balances  30th 


The  revenue  for  the  year  1839,  amounted,  as  per 

Of  which  there  was  expended,  as  per  statement  E, 


D,  to 


128  10 
10,000  00 


(6)t  52,900  54 


a  balance  which  was  applied  to 


capital,  as  per 


B,  of 


102,590  46 
98,296  64 

f  4,293  82 


JJoni — (a)  These  investments  are  u  follows,  vit : 

(15  ebaras  Bank  or  Virginia  stock,  purchased  ia 

18X1,  • 
6  per  cent  stock  of  the  corporation  of  Rich- 
mond, parehaeed  in  1637,  - 
5  per  cent,  state  stock,  (Northwestern  road.) 


7,150  00 


5,noo  oo 


ids  and  interest  have  been  received  oo  tbe  same, 
il,-  n , no  of  the  first  investment,  to  the  segregate 


E.  E. 


I  64 
28,429  36 

•  34.371  18 


J.  BROWN,  Jr. 
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PERMANENT  CAPITAL, 
30<A  September,  1639. 


The  amount  received  from  each  source  is  as  follows,  viz : 
Lottery  privileges, 
Fines,  forfeitures  and  penalties, 
Redemption  of  lands, 
Escheats  and  derelict  < 
Bristoe  estate, 
United  States  debt, 

Gain  on  United  States  six  per  cent  loan, 
Surplus  revenue  from  commencement  to  30lh  September,  1839, 
Bank  of  Virginia,  profit  on  sale  of  additional  capital  in  1835, 
School  quotas  forfeited, 


Less,  loss  on  600  shares  U.  S.  bank  stock, 


34  00 
362,499  40 
20,167  66 
47,478  76 
11.737  59 
1,210,550  41 
818  18 
105,677  14 
2,862  68 
8.809  76 


1,670,695  58 
18,050  00 


Deduct  the  following,  as  directed  by  a  resolution  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Literary  fund,  viz : 

Loans  to  the  University  of  Virginia,  (payiDg  no  interest,)  ...  180,000  00 
Debt  due  from  J.  Picston,  (considered  lost,)        ....  58,441  07 

Do.     from  P.  Smith,  do.  -  -  -  649  45 


-1,652,645  58 


Total 


239,090  52 
11,413,555  06 


Note.— Variations  vitkin  th*  vmrt 

i;i*4»^  30th  September,  1338,    .......      1,406,351  14 


nett  increase,  vil : 
From  linn, 


forlpitures  and  lwnalliei,  ft  10,403  0-1.    Le««,  fine*  returned  under  acta  of 

-  10,418  04 

.t.le,               .               .               -               .  131  05 

From  »rlinnl  quotas  fur  reread  M  January,  1830,  as  per  statement  F,             -               -  2,38101 


17,823  99 
20  00 

'  — —    17,203  92 
of  tba  deef  and  dumb  and  of  the  blind,"  being  the 
i,  to  30th  September,  1834,  for  the  purchase  of  a  site 

10,000  00 

  7,203  92 

Total  amount  of  capital  aa  above,      ....  ft  1,413,565  06 


Paid  to  "  the  Virginia  institution  for  the  education 
first  vear'a  instalment  out  of  the  eurplua  revenue 

'   i  of  buildinge,  under  act  of  31st  March, 


E.  E. 


J.  BROWN,  Jr. 

Second  Auditor. 
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STOCKS  AND  LOANS  BELONGING  TO  THE  PERMANENT  CAPITAL, 

30tA  September  1839. 


Bank  of  Virginia 
Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia 
Northwestern  Bank  of  Virginia,  " 
Bank  of  the  Valley, 
James  river  company,  " 
Certificates  of  stale  debt,  viz : 

Old  military  debt, 

Bank  loan  of  1814, 


2056  shares,  at  coat, 
1054  " 
500  " 

92     "  " 
183  " 

6  per  cent. 

7  per  cent. 


Loans  to  James  rirer  company,  $  400,583  33 — 6  per  cent. —cost, 

106,000  00—5  per 

Loans  to  Board  of  public  works, 


6  per 

5  per  ccni., 


24,039 
319,000 


17 
00 


401,893 
106,700 


33 
00 


17 


29,700 
31,000 


00 
00 


6  per   

5  per  cent., 

Loans  obtained  nnder  act  authorizing  a  subscription  to  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal 
company— 5  per  cent,  .... 

of  Richmond  stock— 6  per  cent  slock  of  1829,     -     $  8,000— cost, 
Do.        do.    of  1836,     -        2,000— cost, 
5  per  cent.  (Richmond  academy), 

Loan  to  Washington  college — 6  per  cent., 
Loans  to  Library  fund,  do. 

Total 


8,950 
17,000 


•  508,593  33 

60,700  00 

25,950  00 

5,000  00 

8,420  00 

2,000  00 


203.312  57 
102,305  75 
50,000  00 
10,134  00 
75,855  00 


943,282  50 


10,820  00 
4,000  00 
9,500  00 


1 1.409,209  82 


.Ud  im 


to  Board 
to  Norths 


6  par  eent, 


5.400  00 
8,060  00 


1,405,321  88 


,  received  balance  or  prinicipal  doe  on  loan  to  Edmund  Harmon,  -  ■  700  00 

Received  for  94  aharee  of  Karmrra  bank  atock,  wild  to  pay  appropriation  to  initiation  for  the 

education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  blind,  *  9,7767  Leae,  brokerage  paid  for  eelling,  1 14,  9,762  00 


14,350  00 


10,469  00 


3,838  00 


Amount  aa  above, 


E.  E. 


J.  BROWN,  Jr., 
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REVENUE  DERIVED  FROM  INTEREST,  DIVIDENDS  AND  RENTS, 
During  the  year  aiding  30th  September,  1839. 


Interest  on 

Virginia  0  per  cent,  stock,  $  24,039  17,  1  year  to  31st  Dec,  1838, 
Virginia  7  per  ceot.  slock,  319,000  00,  "  30th  June,  1839, 
Certificates  of  state  loans,  viz  : 

James  river  company,        406,5S3  33,  (« 106,000, 5  per  cent.    «  400,583  33,  6  per  cent.,) 

1  year  lo  30th  June,  1839, 
Board  of  public  works,        00,700  00,  ($  31 ,000,  5  per  cent,    $  29,700,  6  per  cent.,) 

to  30th  June,  1839,  - 
Northwestern  road,  29,700  00,  ($22,000,  5  per  cent.    $7,700,  6  per  cent.,) 

to  30th  June,  1839,  - 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  5,000  00,  5  per  cent,  1  year  to  30th  June,  1839, 


to  Washington  college,         4,000  00,  6  per  cent.,  1  year  to  30th  June,  1839, 
s  to  Library  fund,  9,500  00, 

Corporation  of  Richmond  stock,     8,000  00,       "  "  to  26th  August.  1839, 

12,600  00,       "  "  to  30th  June,  1839, 


400  00,  5  per 
In  full  of  ■- 


Richmond  academy  stock, 
Loans  to  individuals, 
Dividends  on 

183  shares  old  James  river  company  stock, 
2,121     "     Bank  of  Virginia  stock, 
1,143     "     Farmers  bank  of  Virginia  stock. 
1,102    "  Do. 


92    "     Bank  of  the  Valley  stock, 
500    "    Northwestern  bank  of  Virginia  stock, 
Rents— Received  of  J.  Gibson,  agent  of  Bristoe  i 


on  E.  Harrison's  debt, 

January  and  July,  $  30  per  share, 
9J  " 

January,  5  " 

July,  6 

January  and  July,   13  " 
«  6  " 

;  of  rents  of  said  estate, 


29,335  00 

3,107  74 

1,370  55 
250  00 


480  00 

756  00 


5,740  00 
6.612  00 


1,442  35 
22,330  00 


34,063  29 
240  00 
570  00 


1,236  00 
20  00 
131  57 

5.490  00 
20,149  50 


12,352  00 
1,196  00 
3.000  00 

369  75 


(a)$  102,590 


Nora(a). — Of  this  amount,  there  remains  uncollected,  for  reasons  staled  in  eecond  auditor'!  report,  the  ram  of  28,499  W.,  rit : 
From  i. ii-  Hoard  of  public  works,  for  interest  due  let  July  on  certificate*  of  state  loans,  17,(114  36 

From  the  commonwealth,  «  "  on  f  310,000,  7  par  cent  stock,  ] 1,166  00 

Do.  "  "         on  $  5,000, 5  per  cent  etoek  lesued  for 

payment  of  state  ru been pt ion  to  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company,  850  00 


(a)  Amount  of  revenue  as  above,  ... 
Deduct  charge*  sod  appropriation*  a*  per  statement  E, 

Surplus  to  credit  of  permanent 


102,5<*)  46 
90,396  64 


J.  BROWN,  Jr., 
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Bit 

CHARGES  ON  THE  REVENUE  AND  APPROPRIATIONS 
During  the  year  ending  SOth  September,  1839. 


.-—To  second  auditor,  1  year  to  30th  June,  1839,  •       1,000  00 

To  second  auditor's  clerks,  1  year  to  30th  June,  1839,  750  00 


Ezpenus  .-—Paid  messenger  of  the  board  1  year's  Be  mew,  to  30th 

June,  1839,  -  -  80  00 

Postages  *  04  07,  books  and  stationary  1 18  51,  various 

incidental  expenses  $  1 1  04,  -  -  93  62 

Paid  for  500  copies  of  second  auditor's  report  of  1838,  for 

use  of  school  commissioners,  -  57  25 

Paid  blanks  printed  for  second  auditor's  office,  -  9  00 

Paid  for  advertising  apportionment  of  surplus  revenue  of 
1838  $9,  and  notice  to  authors  and  compilers  of  school 
books  »?  19.  -  -  28  00 

Paid  attorney's  fee  in  case  of  Dawson's  heirs,  in  Albemarlo 
superior  court,  $  1000,  and  attorney  general's  fee  in 
same  case  in  court  of  appeals,  820,  -       1,020  00 

Paid  for  copy  of  act  fixing  school  quotas  of  Botetourt  and 

Roanoke,    -  -  •  -  1  00 

Paid  for  printing  blank  bonds  and  agreements  for  sales  of 

Bristoe  estate,  -  -  7  50 

Paid  for  surveying  Bristoe  estate,  and  sundry  lots  therein,        120  27 

Advanced  special  agent  to  defray  expenses  to  and  from 
Brentsville,  with  bonds  and  agreements  to  be  executed 
for  sales  of  Bristoe  estate,  •  30  00 


1,750  00 


-To  the  University  of  Virginia,  for  the  year  1839,        -               -               -  15,000  00 

To  Margaret  academy,  for  the  year  1839,                 -               -  100  00 

To  primary  schools,  for  the  year  1839,     -  45,000  00 
To  primary  schools,  for  the  year  1840,  being  the  amount  appropriated  out  of  the 
surplus  revenue  of  this  year,  per  act  31st  March,  1838,  establishing  the  insti- 
tution for  the  deaf,  dumb  and  blind,  ... 
To  the  Virginia  institution  for  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  of  the 
blind,  for  the  first  year's  appropriation  for  support  of  the  same,  commencing 

1st  October,  1839,  per  act  of  31st  March,  1838,   -               -               -  10,000  00 


1,446  64 

3,196  64 


95,100  00 


198.296  64 


E.  E. 

J.  BROWN,  Jr. 

Second  Auditor. 
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F. 

STATEMENT  OF  SCHOOL  QUOTAS, 
For  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1839. 


1886. 

18*7. 

1888. 

TOTALS. 

Amount  mbicct  to  bo  drawn  in  1839,  u  per  report  of  3flth  September,  1838,  adding 
^$  45,000,  me^^propriauonfc*  1839,  tod  w&M™           ""P1™  nrtnat  of  IhaT, 

2641  59 
o3381  01 

9G31  91 

22648  22 

73170  20 

108091  99 
2381  01 

260  86 
2t>0  68 

9631  ill 
7743  3D 

2264  H  22 
13332  92 

73170  20 
48496  82 

105710  91 
69833  71 

Amount*  nndrtwn  30tli  September,  1839,  u  per  liet  below, 

1888  52 

0315  30 

24673  38 

35877  20 

SCHOOL  QUOTAS  UNDRAWN  30<A  September,  1839. 


18ST. 

1888. 

1839. 

TOTALS. 

1S3T. 

1888. 

1889. 

TOTALS. 

Amelia, 

347  03 

347  03 

Mercer, 

242  81 

242  81 

Allegheny, 

24*4  23 

244  23 

Monroe,  - 

741  18 

741  18 

Acconwck, 

996  74 

996  74 

Morgan, 

280  03 

265  48 

545  51 

Brunswick, 

125  08 

125  08 

Neleon, 

646  53 

646  53 

Buckingham, 

756  37 

756  37 

Nichnlaa, 

806  34 

197  51 

405  85 

Campbell, 

1053  34 

1053  34 

Norfolk  county, 
Northampton, 

00  01 

00  01 

Clarke, 

347  40 

329  35 

676  75 

376  65 

376  66 

Charts*  City, 

187  79 

187  79 

Orange,  • 
Patrick, 

717  68 

680  39 

1398  07 

Culpeper, 

596  00 

5116  00 

579  23 

679  23 

Cumberland, 

450  65 

427  23 

877  88 

Preston, 

525  67 

525  67 

Eliabeth  City, 

175  26 

175  25 

Petersburg, 
Prince  Edward, 

362  54 

362  54 

Franklin, 

1025  20 

1025  20 

531  04 

531  04 

Fayette, 

226  58 

226  58 

Prince  George, 

in  43 

323  43 

Frederick, 

1304  60 

1236  80 

2541  40 

Prince-  Anne, 

570  92 

658  60 

629  57 

1659  09 

754  68 

754  68 

Powhatan, 

295  81 

280  44 

576  25 

{Jreinbrier  - 

756  89 

756  89 

Poeahonuu, 

242  18 

242  18 

GreeneriUe', 

233  80 

221  74 

455  63 

Richmond  county, 

313  53 

313  53 

Olouceeter, 

454  63 

454  63 

Shenandoah, 

450  08 

450  08 

Goochland, 

31*8  47 

428  75 

406  47 

835  22 

Southampton, 

692  71 

692  71 

725  45 

687  75 

1731  67 

433  98 

433  98 

635  37 

602  311 

1237  76 

Warwick, 

420  60 

420  60 

252  81 

252  81 

7*1  93 

70  37 

66  72 

m  02 

64*8  OS 

614  37 

I2ii2  45 

Weetroorelaml, 
Williamsburg, 

240  46 

240  46 

Logan,  - 

2S5  71 

285  71 

61  27 

61  27 

Lunenburg, 

497  90 

472  03 

969  93 

Wythe, 

927  20 

907  20 

860  06 

2694  46 

Madieon, 
Mathews 

Mecklenburg, 

452  00 

452  00 

York, 

191  87 

181  90 

373  77 

444  00 

420  92 

864  92 

787  34 

787  34 

1H88  62 

9315  30 

S4R73  38 

3SK77  20 

Net*  (»  1-UM'TAH  OP  TnP.  YKAR  IKK  FORFEITED, 
ft.  lb, 

Dinwiilili*,  . 
Frederick,  ■ 
(Jrwiw.ille,  • 


E.  E. 


J.  BROWN.  Jr. 
Second  Auditor 
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ESTIMATE  OF  THE  CERTAIN  AND  PROBABLE  RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS 

ON  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  REVENUE, 


1S40. 


2,121 
1,054 

500 
92 

183 


RECEIPTS. 

Bank  of  Virginia  slock,  at  $  6, 

Farmers  bank  of  Virginia  stock,  6, 

Northwestern  bank  of  Virginia  stock,  6, 

Bank  of  the  Valley  stock,  6, 

James  rim  company  stock,  30, 


Interest  on 


$  24,039  17  Virginia  six  per  cent,  stock, 
319,000  00  Virginia  seren  per  cent,  stock. 

4,000  00  Loan  to  Washington  college,  6  per  cent., 
9,500  00  Loans  to  Library  fund,  6  per  cent., 
20,000  00  Corporation  of  Richmond  stock,  6  per  cent., 

400  00  Richmond  academy  stock,  6  per  cent, 
603,233  33  Certificates  of  state  debt  for  internal  improvement,  5  and  G  per  cent., 

al  during  the  year, 


'i  »f  Brittot  Estate  : 

Probable  amount  from  back  rents,  and  from  interest  payable  by  purchasers  of  Jots, 

Total  probable  receipts, 


Annual  Appropriations  : 

For  primary  schools,  fixed  appropriation, 
To  University  of  Virginia,  - 
To  Margaret  academy, 


Charges  and  Contingent  Expenses  : 

Salaries  of  second  auditor  and  clerks  $1750,  printing  second  auditor's  report,  blanks  for 
a,  salary  of  messenger,  and  other  contingent  expenses,  $250, 

Total  probable  disbursements, 

Probable  surplus, 


12,726  00 
6,324  00 
3,000  00 
652  00 
6,490  00 


28,092  00 


1,442  35 
22,330  00 
240  00 
670  00 
1,236  00 
20  00 
34,503  30 


60,700  00 
800  00 
89,592  00 


45,000  00 
15,000  00 
100  00 


60,100  00 
2,000  00 


62,100  00 


0)327,492  00 


(a)  Agreeably  to  the  proviaione  of  the  act  of  31«t  March,  1839, 
1,  this  lurplus  ii  appropriated  aa  follows,  via : 

To  primary  schools  Tor  the  year  1641, 

To  liie  institution  aboTemantioned, on  account  of  the  appropriation  for  the  year 


E.  E. 


for  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  of  the 

as.nno  oo 


lat  October,  1840, 


2.4U2  00 


J.  BROWN,  Jr. 

Second  Auditor. 
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ABSTRACT 


ACCOUNTS  OF  TREASURERS  OF  SCHOOL  COMMISSIONERS, 


Received  between  ZOth  September,  1S38,  and  lzl  October,  1839. 


COL.VTIES 
An 
TOWS. 


Albemarle, 

Amelia, 

Amherei, 

Allegheny, 

Accomack, 

SET1 

Bruton, 

Bedford, 

Berkeley, 

Botetourt, 

Brooke, 

Brunawick, 

Buckiogiiain, 

Cabell, 

Campbell, 

Caroline, 

Ch.rle.  City, 


Clarke, 

Cheetertield, 
Culpeper, 


Fairfax, 
Fauquier, 
Franklin, 
Fayette, 
Frederick, 
Floyd, 
Fluranna, 
Gray  eon, 
Greenbrier, 
Greensville, 
Gilea, 
Gloucester, 
Goochland, 
Halifax, 
Hampahir*, 
Hanover, 
Hardy, 
Harmon, 
Henry, 


Jarnea  City, 
Jackaon, 


5  *  ■ 

ifi 

IS 
ri 

■J 

ri 
*1 

1 

511 

U 

i 

§ 
1 

} 

c 

in 

111 

li 

• 

■e 

© 

J 

il 

i  i 

I!i 

I 
f 

si 

-is 

Big 

1  sl- 
-e  U 
■ 

I 

| 

i 

11 

< 

•a 
J 

fi 

1  it 
ill 

|J 

Is 

as 

US 

m 

1101  81 

2890  35 

■AM 

ltoc, 

682  14 

• 

£114  21 

G07  UO 

366  06 

873  26 

329  76 

■ 

543  50 

1064  88 

620  00 

fi  /"ki  J     a—' -J 

1084  8a 

706  91 

* 

977  97 

386  1 1» 

231  54 

617  70 

II 

290  39 

a 

327  31 

-1  -'J  09 

2124  09 

u 

645  65 

" 

1478  44 

1  J  I  —  1  1 

1607  89 

2826  53 

it 

1164  64 

600  00 

1161  99 

441  05 

294  76 

735  84 

n 

256  94 

- 

478  90 

"In    i  1 1 

Jill  04 

179  15 

4-1)  19 

ic 

1<»  62 

• 

ion  r  i 
J09  67 

203U  37 

1 1 72  22 

3202  59 

It 

1375  97 

1826  62 

1461  04 

877  13 

23:  $8  17 

loJ7  and  IB-Jo- 

966  90 

100  00 

I  Oh.  ■  try 

1281  27 

1(164  42 

1479  35 

3143  77 

44 

1305  40 

905  85 

872  52 

616  96 

713  90 

1330  86 

18*58 

XOtJO, 

461  49 

274  86 

594  62 

6t5  411 

608  78 

1254  21 

650  ia 

604  09 

1282  74 

815  42 

2098  16 

n 

488  73 

1609  43 

106o  7.1 

655  07 

1620  80 

....  r  ^ 
702  57 

213  <0 

704  i>3 

2043  Stj 

1 135  58 

3178  84 

IcvfV  ana  Icoc, 

805  76 

^3*3  08 

1602  1*3 

084  90 

2287  83 

518  30 

1769  63 

222  02 

400  53 

622  55 

229  59 

392  9C 

74  U  03 

588  37 

1328  40 

1638, 

668  36 

760  04 

483  73 

355  07 

838  80 

leJ7  ana  Itsja. 

135  56 

703  24 

17:10  33 

812  43 

1  CvK?  , 

1006  81 

1695  95 

1383  45 

1388  45 

1837  and  1636. 

525  58 

8(3  87 

4(>3  8l 

400  59 

924  40 

216  16 

708  24 

1072  71 

649  69 

1622  30 

M 

543  00 

1079  30 

6lHi  92 

384  34 

981  20 

N 

497  li) 

483  57 

mi  t-a 

2*4  96 

606  68 

(1 

2  -3  06 

109  71 

243  89 

499  n 

1(159  38 

If,:*  97 

II 

G30  67 

928  30 

1832  49 

2804  66 

4637  15 

1832  to  1838,  inclaairr, 

2184  17 

2452  98 

112*  «r; 

1081  39 

2210  36 

1K3S, 

977  84 

1232  52 

tilb  70 

239  00 

857  70 

X 

239  15 

618  56 

isret  54 

1333  36 

2(4)2  90 

BJ 

817  07 

I7e5  83 

855  00 

484  78 

1340  38 

14 

394  CO 

94G  32 

1019  77 

445  05 

1464  82 

14 

609  05 

855  77 

1191  50 

71  Hi  05 

11 '87  55 

1637  and  1838, 

721  84 

lata  7i 

17  0  Hi 

708  38 

2.V6  24 

1838, 

659  52 

1935  72 

103  OB 

230  05 

403  04 

1828  tol837.iiictua.ee, 

97  00 

305  95 

77(i  (* 

333  02 

1109  62 

1838, 

546  67 

663  05 

74!)  30 

749  36 

402  65 

346  71 

r.ia  r.i 

012  61 

1837  and  1838, 

258  03 

354  48 

1544  08 

1361  16 

2905  26 

1838, 

1394  25 

1511  01 

1(1  If,  71 

1032  37 

21.48  08 

44 

859  18 

300  00 

1488  90 

724  78 

0>3  55 

1408  33 

14 

580  37 

200  58 

667  38 

745  49 

509  93 

1315  42 

1837  and  1838, 

615  83 

709  69 

2407  to 

14(3  60 

3931  18 

1838, 

2191  64 

1739  64 

ft  5  M 

427  04 

1333  ca 

u 

904  00 

429  56 

701  45 

649  45 

1440  90 

1837  and  1838, 

680  01 

854  89 

(100  77 

629  36 

14:10  13 

MM 

1832  to  1838,  i'nclueWe, 

60S  92 

B24  21 

107  76 

1IG  41 

284  17 

168  IB 

115  99 

206  26 

272  55 

538  81 

1838, 

178  41 

360  40 

1(141  80 

B6W  94 

1030  74 

1836  and  1838, 

926  37 

1004  37 

1194  41 

720  11 

1914  52 

oca  si 

: 

1231  71 
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King  &  Queen, 

■  • 

04 1)  90 

490  i'j 

■  — ^  _ 

1143  75 

:  _     — 

1  83-8, 



C39  61 



- 

504  14 

King  Georjre, 

»                  m  m 

603  71 

535  95 

1039  fk> 

1837  and  1838, 

248  53 

- 

791  13 

King  William,  • 

* 

580  59 

332  50 

913  09 

1880. 

334  46 

• 

576  63 

Lancaster, 

"                  *  " 

221  ii'A 

208  25 

429  B8 

221  67 

- 

076  76 

Leeri.,' 

•                   "  " 

1116  98 

1 1 10  iH; 

** 

440  22 

• 

•                   -  • 

1*75  33 

564  4o 

li>39  (8 

N 

501  19 

• 

978  50 

■                   -  ■ 

4*7  49 

nil 

JO  1  .17 

ue 

187  67 

- 

601  29 

Lo^d"'  * 

m                       m  m 

23i-o  00 

1033  id 

4013  79 

•I 

1081  82 

• 

2331  97 

Louisa, 

m                       •  ♦ 

1007  20 

681  04 

1088  90 

N 

758  85 

930  05 

Lunenburg, 

* 

850  22 

&5G  22 

ie3<>-:i7  and  1638, 

307  04 

549  18 

Marshall, 

•                      •  • 

.--i  r>9 

iw7  92 

14;t!)  51 

1838., 

733  59 

7ar»  92 

Madison, 

■ 

bo!)  88 

4#0  77 

11  JO  l)J 

•i 

310  54 

630  11 

u_ 

inaeon ,  * 

•                       *  * 

l,Mi  ri.» 

8".r.l  9t> 

4 10  1 1 

l.Wu  0* 

44 

489  20 

806  87 

Mathews, 

Mecklenburg,  - 

#                       "  • 

888  72 

■ 

588  72 

U 

450  08 

136  04 

•                       •  * 

1073  G4 

• 

1073  04 

<* 

694  83 

1076  81 

Mercer, 

*           •*           *  ' 

• 

250  12 

250  12 

* 

266  12 

Middles**, 
Monongalia, 

•                       -  - 

MB  24 

568  51 

1053  75 

1838, 

430  40 

017  35 

•                       •  - 

2l!>->  47 

14.10  02 

30"i9  09 

1429  10 

2199  99 

Monro**, 

134*>  88 

781  8l 

2142  09 

«  ^  i*i  n i            i    .  -if.  > 

1637  and  1838, 

592  81 

1549  26 

Montgomery, 

- 

u«  ra 

m  70 

1225  49 

1838, 
1837  iind  1838, 

021  24 

004  25 

Morjfnn, 

428  48 

204  03 

_ 

223  65 

Nannemond, 

437  71) 

042  Of) 

if*  J  4  J 

304  20 

079  63 

nelson. 

■                       *  * 

82)i  00 

570  41) 

I40a  UO 

65s  22 

844  87 

Nsw  Kent, 

•                       •  • 

413  U4 

272  54 

ii 

322  19 

_ 

303  39 

Nicholas, 

•  - 

345  02 

212  94 

'  '  -  111' 

1833, 

210  M5 

341  91 

Norfolk  county, 
Norfolk  borough, 

•                      *  * 

1558  41 

84)2  47 

1837  and  1838, 

1051  14 

100  02 

1203  72 

■                       *  ■ 

r.u~  tut 

540  03 

i  i>jw  r.-> 

1838, 

327  55 

208  14 

692  64 

Northampton, 
NorthumWrland, 

•  *  a 

*  * 

OlJ  IJ 

277  41 

■ 

424  00 

u/o  to 
7U2  Ul 

•< 
41 

384)  80 
207  33 

163  47 

292  95 
271  21 

Nottoway, 

054  30 

312  47 

(kill!  M*) 

-*1  III  f%J 

" 

354i  74 

010  09 

Urnngr, 

• 

9U8  47 

7X1  50 

1  ■   1  1  It? 

*• 

559  41 

1089  50 

Ohio, 
Patrick, 

*                 "  • 

1245  24 

1025  !>1 

KB7I  ift 

** 

1090  83 

1180  36 

1124  95 

010  98 

** 

709  U8 

900  65 

p 

• 

883  30 

501  00 

44 

742  99 

_ 

042  27 

Pendleton, 
Preston  .  • 

■ 

1452  30 

000  11) 

1837  and  1838, 

044  70 

1413  79 

■                 ■  • 

1091  32 

• 

JUKI  -1  J 

1838, 

470  95 

620  37 

Prtorvburg, 
rrtne#  Ldwara, 

<j7d  43 

009  32 

7  11 

■>#4  uO 

14BJ  ,VJ 

1837  »nd  1838, 

047  77 

1141  61 

Prince  George. 

■                 ■  ■ 

55!)  30 

341  10 

204  99 

1535  47 

Prince  William, 

-  ■ 

720  58 

711)  42 

1  1 10  00 

*• 

098  32 

741  68 

Princess  Anne. 

• 

750  03 

750  u:j 

M 

167  37 

582  06 

tttlsylv-ania,  . 

-  . 

20J2  40 

1548  50 

J]  W|  1M) 

t( 

1K41T  ail 

2583  17 

Powhatan, 
Pocahontas,  • 

•                 •  " 

636  5*i 

"  _ 

H 

176  10 

300  46 
410  64 

•  • 

my  75 

255  4o 

r\7  *.  4i)-i 
Dti«>  JU 

i* 

104  00 

Randolph, 

■                 •  a 

653  90 

487  53 

1141  49 

ci 

001  51 

539  98 

Rappahannock, 

■                 *  ■ 

1207  24 

073  49 

UM0  73 

1337  and  1838, 

730  04 

1210  09 

Richmond  county, 

421)  70 

088  71 

41 

i* 

433  50 

004  91 

Richmond  city, 

021  40 

107l»  :i5 

u 

1000  40 

674  09 

620  26 

Rockbridge, 

■                 *  • 

1-2'J  S4J 

1102  87 

AKte  73 

N 

841  52 

2084  21 

Rockingham,  - 

o48o  1)7 

184.11  48 

1833, 

2127  05 

3100  40 

•  - 

310  8-1 

'J  lik  w4 

olU  eS4 

310  64 

Rujn"u 

9  1  it) 

1142  87 

)">o  r.*> 
0.12  02 

177  "a  *HI 

1 4  to  *yJ 

1837  and  1838, 

640  48 

1134  91 

etaltord. 

•                 ■  ■ 

£57  49 

498  70 

1  '  1 ~  i  141 

J  ■  ■■  i  i  III 

** 

020  22 

727  97 

Shenandoah, 

1740  7',) 

714  98 

^4tk>  77 

1KW, 

1239  |'J 

1220  53 

8cott, 
Dtnyui, 

1145  05 

5< j0  78 

1712  43 

H 

582  70 

1 129  Ti 

• 

979  82 

54)5  97 

148.)  <9 

1837  and  1838, 

731  45 

1    754  34 

Southampton,  - 
spotuylvama,  • 

Surry, 

1 1 4  8  23 

too  m 
730  0? 

Il4*n  (11 

ie#o  yi 

1838, 

4"  95 

1389  86 

■         ■  ■ 

1070  88 

072  79 

1/4J  07 

" 

704  90 

1038  71 

■ 

077  34 

301  93 

979  27 

1837  and  1833, 

421  18 

566  09 

8uaaex , 

•  ■ 

071  1 1 

457  77 

1 128  r** 

1838, 

314  90 

613  92 

Taiewell, 

754  00 

443  30 

1197  30 

544  U0 

053  30 

Tyler, 

Washington, 
Warwick, 

• 

724  22 

443  05 

1107  67 

14 

041  88 

• 

525  99 

■              •  a 

2004  on 

42  M 

1030  15 

3034  23 
42  98 

1837  and  1838, 

1254  02 

1780  21 
42  98 

Warren, 
Westmoreland, 

-               -  - 

ma  41 

440  09 

1504  50 

1838, 

14 

45*4  86 

1109  62 

10  31 

390  99 

407  33 

204  73 

150  53 

62  07 

Williamsburg,  • 

110  77 

1 19  77 

M 

39  30 

tH)  47 

Wythe, 

1755  08 

1755  03 

it 

020  82 

1134  66 

Wood, 
York, 

1057  57 

521  13 

1578  70 

ii 

501  73 

1010  97 

293  1C 

293  10 

M 

192  97 

100  19 

IIG345  1J7 

70170  81 

160522  76 

73274  23 

4020  94 

109221  61 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Not*. — Of  the  euro  ataled  in  the  2d  column,  .  .  "   70,176  61 

There  wii  received  by  the  tchoul  comuiiationer*  of  Middlesex, 

from  cunty  fund.,  .  .  -        104  00 

Ditto,  Prince  W  .Iham,  for  interest  on  Jonea'a  donation,     -        179  1 0 

  343  10 

Leaving  the  amount  of  quota*  paid  from  the  treasury,  as  per  statement  F,   %  09,833  7 1 

4 


Digitized  by  Google 


14 


[Doc.  No.  4.] 


RECAPITULATION. 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  school  treasurers  30th  September,  183S,  as  per  column  1,  -    116,345  97 

Add  funds  received  from  other  sources,  as  per  note  annexed  to  this  statement,  -  -         343  10 


Deduct  expenditures  in  the  year  ending  that  day,  per  accounts  since  received, 

as  per  column  4,  73,274  23 

And  appropriations  of  surplus  quotas  to  academies,  as  per  column  5,  4,026  94 


116.6S9  07 


77,301  17 


Amount  in  hands  of  school  treasurers  on  account  of  1938,            -            -  39,387  90 
payments  of  school  quotas  in  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1639,  to  be  accounted  for  in 
the  annual  reports  for  that  year,  returnable  after  that  date,  as  per  note  to  the  foregoing  ab- 
stract,    ---------  69,833  71 

Total  amount  appearing  against  school  treasurers  30th  September,  1839,  as  per  column  6,  S  109.221  61 


The  payments  in  the  5th  column  i 


Richmond  academy,  Richmond  city. 
Washington  Henry  academy,  Hanover,  • 
Norfolk  academy,  Norfolk  borough, 
Northumberland  academy,  .Northumberland, 
Botetourt  seminary,  Botetourt,  * 
Brooke  academy,  Brooke, 
St.  Bride's  academy,  Norfolk  county, 


i  of  sundry  counties  applied  as  below  stated  to 

ACADEMIES. 


,  Cabell, 


674  09  I 
260  58  ; 
SOS  14 
163  47 
Wis  -:. 
874  85 
106  03 
813  70 


8taunton  academy,  Augusta, 
Martinsburg  academy,  Berkeley, 
Fox  Hill  academy,  Elizabeth  City, 
Washington  academy.  Westmorelai 
Springfield  academy,  Hampshire, 


500  00 
100  00 
109  71 
150  53 
100  00 


E.  E. 


J.  BROWN,  Jr. 
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ABSTRACT 

OF  SCHOOL  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1838, 
M^E0000VkYsl  fact w^cc^i  13  Oc*  A  16^0^1^899(01^  1 1  kas^Sv^  1    ^^^0(0(09^  1  ^^^J 


COUNTIES 


TOWNS. 


Albemarle, 
Amelia, 
Amherst, 
Alleghany, 
Accomack, 

sar* 

Bnilnn, 
Bedford, 
Berkeley, 
Botetourt, 
Brooke, 
Brunnwick, 
Buckingham, 
Cabell, 
Campbell, 
Caroline, 
Charle*  City, 
Charlotte, 
Clarke, 
Chesterfield, 
Calpeper, 
Cumberland, 
Dinwiddle, 
Ems, 

Elizabeth  City, 
Fairfax, 
Fauquier, 
Franklin, 
Fayette, 
Frederick, 
Floyd, 
Fluvanna, 
Grayaon, 
Greenbrier, 
Green.vills,  (no  report  for  1838.) 
Giles, 
Gloucester, 
Goochland, 
Halifax, 
Hampshire, 
Hanover, 

Harrison, 
Henry, 
Henrico, 
Isle  of  Wight, 
James  City, 
Jackson, 
Jefferson, 
Kanawha, 
King  &  Queen, 
King  George, 
King  William, 

Lewis,  - 
Logan,  • 
Loudoun, 


1 
1 

1 
1 

H 

M 

-5 

i 

a 
m 

-| 

m 

V  | 

j  1 

PJ 
ii* 

£  2  5 
< 

i 

i 

1 

i 

ti 

Us. 

m 

38 

550 

192 

14841 

4  cents. 

KT»7  R4 

g 

CI 

7201 

4 

14 

iKV  ID 

9 

450 

261 

4 

U 

Id 

160 

101 

G503 

4 

It 

4>|A  Oik 

26 

«io 

1VH18 

l.J.MIO 

11 

N 

w 

27886 

4 
4 

«t 

iiru  14 

19 

190 
j  mm 

101 

A 

ti 

9-"ifi  <i4 

15 

171 

19a 
i  *o 

64:19 

■ 

9 

tt 

1TO  09 

20 

450 

400 

A 

M 

117^  07 

28 

GOO 

407 

23747 

41 

009  OA 
V*  CO 

41 

000 

428 

31678 

A 

ft 

ISM  jn 

39 

400 

304 

17207 

91 

If 

4G1  49 

21 

2Ti0 

171 

14714 

If 

650  12 

40 

700 

170 

11106 

41 

4tW  73 

31 

400 

10731 

II 

7l>2  17 

*  u*  Of 

22 

350 

171 

MOM 

2 

If 

i ;  r  1 1  , 
U1U  uo 

i  j 

Aim 

100 

1 1  IfU  l 

J 

44 

4'r*l  14 

A 

100 

DO 

4343 

J 

41 

<)lV»  Al 

10 

Jim 

1A7 

111  *7 
lot  o* 

J 

M 

11 
1*1 

55 

44 

2051 

J 

14 

1 17  fua 

11/  WO 

19 
a** 

<w/0 

•CO/  /  u 

J 
* 

44 

•» 

1 VI 

44 

4UF.  QC 

n 

if 

71 
CO 

mm) 

4776 

J 

If 

9  111  10 

1 1 

1  *irt 

JOU 

101 

1 1S40 
J  lof  J 

II 

141  rui 

Mi)  UU 

Ifl 

JO 

2c0 

141 

J 

II 

*i  . '/  l>..' 

K 

V 

190 
lev 

Off 

•7/ 

MM 

J 

II 

911  AH 
<t.JJ  U.J 

91 

r,itn 

M«M 

1H>IJ 

J 

|| 

K*in  i  "7 

•  1 

CUlf 

29015 

It 

1910  0*> 

lo 

r%oi 

*K31U 

M 

077  tt4 

1  / 

IM 

5037 

if 

75 

650 

169 

20648 

14 

ci7  n7 

91 

450 

oui 

1U  1  «v 

ft 

'ii  J  Alt 

Oft 

■s-  1 

ooq 
**o 

*  OA4 

ft 

rj»  ir, 
ixr.i  m> 

33 

500 

1  -I  IKi 

JtXIC-1 

4* 

It 

/ID  7u 

100 

IjQ 

VVJ 

1  MM 

it 

OR 

100 

ni- 

1VJ1', 
1 ,H*XJ 

tt 

K4fl  R7 
MO  0/ 

J 1 

J  14 

O/Ol 

4* 

U 

A  no  Rl 
•JlW  DO 

OA 

DO 

IK)/  J 

It 

1350 

419 

32334 

tt 

1394  25 

47 

900 

553 

2O510 

u 

859  16 

60 

:i50 

176 

13353 

u 

5o0  37 

88 

600 

204 

11693 

a 

512  83 

78 

1000 

900 

66191 

tt 

21  Ml  54 

520 

400 

324 

20794 

44 

904  06 

id 

500 

144 

13523 

II 

563  14 

22 

424 

224 

11625 

U 

506  92 

8 

80 

29 

M 

119  32 

10 

195 

92 

3883 

14 

178  41 

30 

300 

230 

22683 

M 

925  37 

27 

650 

297 

15418 

It 

659  73 

25 

275 

202 

14685 

14 

639  61 

131 

100 

59 

6135 

14 

226  21 

20 

280 

100 

7385 

ft 

334  46 

11 

120 

40 

5042 

If 

221  27 

23 

500 

129 

9639 

44 

440  22 

55 

G50 

475 

19417 

« 

561  31 

11 

250 

69 

3876 

M 

167  57 

70 

&>Q 

667 

40257 

ft 

1706  ]5 

30 

300 

201 

17C20 

u 

758  85 

16 

400 

60 

5786 

ti 

257  84 

33 

400 

250 

fkMOn 

M 

733  59 

Digitized  by  Google 


16 


[Doc.  No.  4.] 


Mathews, 
Mecklenburg, 
Mercer,  (new 
Middlesex, 
Monongalia, 
Monroe, 
Monliiomery, 
Morgan, 
Nansemond, 
Nelson,  • 
New  Kent, 
Nicholas, 
Norrolk  county, 

Nntl  n  «'  IV  , 
Northampton, 
Northumberland, 
Orange, 
Ohio,  - 
Patrick, 
Page,  - 
Pendleton, 
Preston. 
Prince  Edward, 
Prince  G«>rge, 
Prince  William, 


Pittsylvania, 
Powhatan, 
Pocahontas, 
Randolph, 
Rappuhannock, 
Richmond  county, 
Rockbridge, 


Roanoke,  (new  county.) 

Ru«**ll, 
Stafford. 


©cent, 
Smyth,  - 
Southampton, 
Spoltaylvania, 
Surry, 
Sussex, 
Taiewell, 
Tyler,  - 
Washington,  (aee 
Warwick,  (no  returns  for  )e3-i 
Warren,  -  - 

Westmoreland,  (no  returns  for  1838.) 
Williamsburg, 


York, 


Norfolk 
Petersburg, 
hmond 


city, 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Number  of  school*  in  115  counties  and  towns,  u  per  column  1, 
Number  of  poor  children  in  1 14  ditto,  la  per  column  2, 
Number  of  poor  children  *rnl  to  school  in  115  ditto,  as 
Number  sent  to  dj.trict  achools.  as  per  statement  K, 

Totsl  number  of  poor 

Amount  expended  for  tuition  at  common  schools, and  all  other  expenses,  forb 
Ditto,  at  district  free  schools,  as  per  statement  K, 

Total  expenditure  for  tuition,  <\e  . 
Avenge  number  of  dtys  nittial  attendance  of  each  poor  child  at  common  schools, 
Average  amount  paid  for  e«ch  poor  child,  including  tuition  and  all  other  expenses,  tt  con 
Ditto,  at  district  (r«e  schra,!,,  as  per  statement  K,  ... 

i  rate  paid  for  each  day  a  actual  attendance  at  common  schools,  including  books,  &e  ,  and 


E.  E. 


,1839. 


3,068 
4t»,0<» 


407 

68.488  89 
1,417  27 


69.906  16 
04  davs. 
■     #2  64 
3  48 


J.  BROWN,  Jr. 
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ABSTRACT 


OF  SCHOOL  COMMSSIONERS'  REPORTS 


raimiM  the 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT  FREE  SCHOOLS 


COUNTIES  IN  WHICH  THEY  HAVE  BEEN  ESTABLISHED 


During  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1S38. 


COUNTIES. 


Campbell, 

Smyth, 

Washington, 
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2045  00 
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72  00 
110  00 
1235  27 


1417  27 
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38 
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360 


1 


a 
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96 
68 
1339 


407  1503 


The  actual  payments  made  by  school  commissioners  to  teachers,  being  $1417  27  for 
the  education  of  407  children,  the  actual  cost  of  each  poor  child,  for  the  portions  of 
the  year  for  which  such  payments  were  made,  will  average  $  3  48. 


E.  E. 


30th  September,  1839. 


J.  BROWN,  Jr. 

Second  Auditor. 
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EXTRACTS 


THE  REPORTS  OF  SCHOOL  COMMISSIONERS 

R  El  ATI  KG  TO  TOE 

PROGRESS  AND  STATE 


PRIMARY  SCHOOLS 

UNDER  THEIR  DIRECTION  IN  THE   YEAR  1838. 


ALBEMARLE. — The  school  commissioners  state  that  their  present  report  is  not  entirely  complete,  owing 
to  some  of  the  teachers  not  rendering  their  accounts,  their  schools  continuing  to  the  end  of  the  year;  however, 
they  presume  that  there  are  but  few  of  that  description — perhaps  the  amount  of  such  would  not  exceed  one 
hundred  dollars.  They  consider  the  parents  of  those  children  who  are  not  able  to  pay  for  the  schooling  of  their 
children  after  supplying  them  with  the  necessaries  of  life,  to  be  indigent — and  they  consider  any  age  between 
8  and  21  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  fund,  and  make  no  difference  between  male  and  female.  The  present 
fund  seems  to  be  amply  sufficient  under  the  present  plan  and  pay,  but  they  find  much  difficulty  in  getting  the 
children  in  good  schools  on  account  of  the  small  allowance  made  by  law.  In  many  neighbourhoods  the  poor 
children  are  deprived  entirely  of  the  benefit  of  the  fund.  Where  the  neighbourhoods  arc  sufficiently  able  to 
employ  a  teacher,  the  poor  are  excluded  on  account  of  the  low  price  allowed  ;  the  commissioners  would  there- 
fore recommend  a  change  in  that  part  of  the  law  so  as  to  give  the  commissioner  a  discretion  according  to  cir- 
cumstances, that  those  poor  families  who  arc  deprived  on  account  of  their  localities  in  business  may  share  in  the 
provision  made  for  them. 

The  teachers  generally  patronized  by  the  commissioners  are  first  employed  by  the  citizens  of  the  neigh- 
bourhoods, and  not  examined  by  the  commissioners.  Their  first  business  is  to  enquire  for  admission  in  school. 
They  have  generally  found  the  qualifications  of  the  teachers  sufficient  but  admittance  is  frequently  refused  the 
poor  children  on  account  of  the  terms,  &c. 

Some  of  the  schools  are  in  operation  during  the  season  and  some  throughout  the  year. 

AMHERST. — The  school  commissioners  report  that  the  average  number  of  days  which  each  poor  child 
was  at  school  is  small,  which  is  owing  to  the  great  difficulty  of  getting  teachers  to  continue  their  schools  through 
the  whole  year.  The  accounts  of  the  schoolmasters  are  not  rendered  quarterly,  but  most  commonly  not  until 
the  meeting  of  the  board  at  October  or  November  court. 

There  is  no  college  within  this  county ;  but  there  is  one  incorporated  academy  at  New  Glasgow  ;  the  build- 
ing is  a  two  story  brick  structure  40  feet  square,  and  is  calculated  to  accommodate  60  students ;  it  was  built  by 
private  munificence,  and  is  supported  by  the  fees  of  tuition.  This  academy  is  now  in  operation  under. the  su- 
perintendence of  a  classical  teacher,  and  at  this  time  is  attended  by  about  20  students. 

This  institution  has  not  been  endowed  by  the  present  or  former  government,  nor  has  it  any  income  except 
what  arises  from  the  fees  of  tuition. 

ALLEGHANY.— A  majority  of  the  schools  are  in  operation  3  months— some  few  4,  5  and  6  months. 
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AMELIA. — The  school  commissioners  state  that  the  amount  of  claims  due  and  unpaid  is  about  forty  dol- 
lars, which  have  not  been  paid  on  account  of  informality  in  the  accounts. 

They  consider  such  children  as  coming  within  the  meaning  of  the  term  "  indigent,"  who,  if  without  pa- 
rents, have  not  sufficient  property  to  support  them,  and  pay  for  their  education  ;  or  who,  if  they  have  parents, 
their  parents  are  not  in  a  condition  to  support  them  comfortably,  and  yet  spare  enough  to  pay  for  their  educa- 
tion. They  send  such  children  as  can  be  procured  (without  regard  to  sex)  from  seven  or  eight  to  sixteen  or  se- 
venteen years  old.  The  present  quotas  arc  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  education  in  this  county  under  the  pre- 
sent plan.  The  children  are  re[K>rted  as  making  as  good  improvement  as  other  children  in  the  same  schools. 
The  schools  are  seldom  visited  by  the  commissioners,  nor  do  they  examine  the  teachers. 

They  feel  it  again  their  duty  to  call  the  public  attention  to  the  very  inadequate  compensation  allowed  by 
law  to  those  teachers,  who  undertake  to  educate  the  poor.  In  some  parts  of  the  stale  it  may  be  enough  ;  but  in 
their  section  it  is  entirely  insufficient.    They  would  here  refer  to  their  former  reports. 

The  schools  arc  in  operation  from  8  to  10  months. 

• 

ACCOMACK. — A  part  of  the  schools  are  in  operation  the  whole  year — some  3,  6  and  9  months. 
AUGUSTA. — The  schools  are  in  operation  partially  throughout  the  year. 

BRAXTON. — The  school  commissioners  consider  those  children  as  coming  within  the  meaning  of  the  term 
indigent,  whose  parents  ate  unable  conveniently  to  educate  them,  and  orphans  without  sufficient  estate.  The 
board  have  resolved  to  pay  for  boys  from  10  to  18  years  old,  and  girls  from  8  to  16  years  old. 

BATH. — No  remarks. 

BEDFORD. — The  management  and  proceedings  of  the  school  commissioners  have  been  generally  in  ac- 
cordance with  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  teachers  are  quite  attentive,  and  the  board  think  the  children  are 
generally  receiving  much  benefit. 

BERKELEY. — No  remarks. 

BOTETOURT. — The  school  commissioners  state  that  they  bave  appropriated  the  surplus  of  the  Literary 
fund  for  1S3S,  and  in  future  permanently  to  the  use  of  the  Botetourt  seminary  in  Fincastlc.  A  majority  of  tbe 
schools  continued  in  operation  during  the  whole  year.  In  some  districts  a  few  schools  continued  for  3  or  6 
months  when  after  an  interregnum  of  a  few  weeks  another  teacher  is  procured  and  the  school  recommences. 

BROOKE. — The  commissioners  are  not  aware  that  it  is  necessary  specially  to  report  any  thing  at  this  time, 
but  beg  leave  to  refer  to  their  former  reports  as  shewing  the  principles  which  still  govern  their  proceedings. 

BRUNSWICK. — The  schools  are  generally  in  operation  throughout  the  year. 

BUCKINGHAM. — The  school  commissioners  report  that  all  children  of  parents  who  are  unable  to  edu- 
cate them,  whether  male  or  female,  are  considered  by  them  indigent.  No  distinction  is  made  between  the  sexes, 
both  being  considered  equally  entitled  to  the  charity  of  the  commonwealth.  Teachers  have  not  generally  been 
examined  as  to  their  qualifications  and  moral  character.  The  trouble  of  keeping  a  diary,  together  with  the  price 
to  which  they  arc  limited  by  law  for  their  tuition  generally  excludes  indigent  children  from  the  best  schools,  and 
obliges  the  school  commissioners  not  to  be  very  particular  in  their  choice  of  teachers.  They  believe  a  vast  amount 
of  good  has  been  done  in  litis  county  under  tlie  system  which  the  law  and  the  limited  svm  annually  appropriated  has  com' 
pelltd  them  to  pursue,  but  suggest  as  their  opinion  that  much  more  would  be  done  in  proportion  to  the  expenditure, 
if  the  legislature  would  set  apart  a  sufficiency  of  Virginia's  portion  of  the  surplus  revenue  received  from  the 
general  government  to  enable  the  commissioners  to  adopt  the  district  system,  and  $3000,  they  suppose,  would 
enable  them  to  put  and  keep  that  system  in  successful  operation. 

The  school  commissioners  believe  their  fellow-citizens,  the  clerks  of  the  county  courts,  are  as  patriotic  and 
benevolent  as  any  other  portion  of  our  population,  and  are  sure  they  would  acquiesce  most  cheerfully  in  such  a 
change  of  the  law  in  relation  to  their  compensation  for  services  required  of  them  relative  to  school  commis- 
sioners and  their  officers  as  would  pl.ice  them  upon  an  equality  with  the  commissioners.  They  believe  a  sum 
between  S500  and  S1000  a  year  would  he  saved  to  the  fund  for  the  education  of  indigent  children,  if  it  was 
provided  by  law  that  the  sheriffs  or  their  deputies  of  the  several  counties  of  this  commonwealth  upon  giving 
bond  and  security  and  agreeing  to  receive  and  disburse  the  money  without  other  compensation  than  what  may 
be  derived  from  the  use  of  the  fund,  should  be  the  treasurer  of  the  school  commissioners,  and  if  the  sheriff'  or 
sheriffs  of  any  one  or  more  of  the  counties  should  refuse  to  act,  then  the  commissioners  to  appoint  their  treasurer 
as  at  present,'  &c.  &c. 


Digitized  by  Google 


[Doc.  No.  4.] 


21 


CABELL. — The  school  commissioners  state  (hat  they  consider  all  those  children  to  come  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  term  indigent,  whose  parents  are  unable  to  educate  tliem,  or  who  are  orphans  having  no  estate.  No 
preference  is  given  to  boys  or  girls,  as  they  are  equally  benefited  by  the  fund.  They  think  about  seven  hundred 
dollars  would  educate  the  poor  children  in  this  county,  provided  schools  could  be  had  in  all  the  neighbourhoods. 

The  commissioners  have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  schools  in  their  districts,  but  they  can  say  that 
some  of  the  children  are  making  considerable  progress  in  their  studies.  Though  they  have  not  examined  their 
teachers  as  to  their  qualifications  and  moral  character,  yet  they  can  say  from  personal  knowledge  that  some  of 
their  teachers  are  well  qualified  to  teach,  and  generally  they  have  no  knowledge  of  any  immoral  conduct  on 
their  part. 

CAMPBELL. — The  school  commissioners  report  that  according  to  the  authority  vested  in  them  by  the 
three  first  sections  of  the  act  of  25th  February,  1829,  entitled,  "an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning 
the  Literary  fund,"  they  have  caused  the  county  to  be  laid  otT  into  districts.  That  two  school  houses  have  been 
built  in  two  of  these  districts  as  required  by  law,  towards  which  object  the  school  commissioners  appropriated 
a  part  of  the  school  quota,  deeds  in  due  form  vesting  the  said  school  houses  and  the  ground  on  which  they  are 
erected  in  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Literary  fund  for  the  use  of  said  districts  respectively,  having  been 
executed  and  delivered  previous  to  the  payment  of  the  said  appropriations.  That  teachers  for  the  said  school 
houses  and  trustees  to  superintend  them  were  appointed  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law,  and  the  schools  orga- 
nized and  put  into  operation  and  opened  for  the  tuition  of  all  the  free  white  children  of  the  district  they  are  lo- 
cated in. 

The  commissioners  consider  the  term  "  indigent  children"  to  mean  all  those  children  whose  parents  are  un- 
able to  support  them  and  to  learn  them  how  to  read  and  write.  They  prefer  entering  boys  to  girls,  but  generally 
make  but  little  difference,  and  prefer  them  to  be  between  ten  anil  twelve  years  of  age.  It  is  quite  probable  that 
a  sum  equal  to  double  the  present  quota  of  this  county,  viz :  $  1400  or  S  1500,  on  the  district  tree  school  system, 
might  be  sufficient  to  educate  nil  the  indigent  children  in  the  county,  and  at  the  same  time  go  to  the  benefit  of 
those  who  are  not  indigent.  They  recommend  the  district  free  school  system  decidedly  wherever  the  popula- 
tion is  sufficiently  dense  to  establish  them.  The  commissioners  visit  the  schools  in  their  districts  and  satisfy 
themselves  of  the  qualifications  and  moral  characters  of  the  teachers,  &c. 

CLARKE. — Their  funds  being  ample  for  all,  the  school  commissioners  do  not  discriminate  between  the 
sexes,  nor  are  they  governed  by  any  rule  as  to  age.  Poor  orphan  children,  those  of  parents  unable  to  work 
from  age  or  disease,  and  children  of  large  families,  whose  parents  by  industry  and  economy  are  barely  able  to 
furnish  them  food  and  raiment,  they  consider  as  coming  within  the  mcauing'  of  the  term  indigent,  used  in  the 
laws. 

The  school  commissioners  for  this  county  have  within  the  last  two  or  three  months  only  received  copies  of 
the  abstract  of  the  laws,  and  have  not  been  fully  aware  of  all  the  duties  growing  out  of  the  trust  reposed  in 
them,  they  therefore  candidly  acknowledge  that  their  personal  attendance  at  the  schools  has  not  been  so  frequent 
as  the  great  importance  of  the  trust  would  seem  to  require;  the  teachers  have  not  been  regularly  examined,  but 
they  believe  them  fully  competent  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties ;  their  moral  characters  are  unexceptionable, 
and  the  improvement  of  the  children  has  been  as  considerable  as  could  reasonably  have  been  expected. 

A  majority  of  the  schools  continue  in  operation  during  the  whole  year. 

CAROLINE. — The  school  commissioners  would  suggest  from  their  experience,  that  the  price  now  paid  and 
allowed  by  law  for  the  tuition  of  poor  children  is  not  sufficient  to  procure  good  and  competent  teachers,  and  they 
recommend  an  alteration  in  the  law  so  as  to  allow  six  and  a  quarter  cents  instead  of  four  which  is  now  allowed 
per  day  to  teachers  for  each  day's  tuition  to  each  scholar.  They  further  report,  that  the  reason  so  large  a  ba- 
lance is  left  unexpended  in  their  treasurer's  hands  is  that  competent  teachers  cannot  be  employed,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  low  price  paid  for  tuition. 

It  is  believed  all  the  schools  continue  in  operation  the  whole  year. 

CHARLES  CITY. — The  schools  are  in  operation  during  the  school  season. 

CHARLOTTE. — The  school  commissioners  beg  leave  to  refer  to  their  last  year's  report,  &c. 
The  schools  are  in  operation  about  ten  months  in  the  year. 

CHESTERFIELD.— The  school  commissioners  state  that  the  claims  for  tuition  are  all  presented  and  paid. 
No  other  remarks. 

The  schools  continue  in  operation  the  scholastic  year  of  10  months. 

CULPEPER.— No  remarks. 
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CUMBERLAND. — The  schools  were  in  operation  at  different  periods  during  the  year. 
DINWIDD1E. — Most  of  the  schools  are  in  operation  during  tbe  year. 

ESSEX. — The  school  commissioners  refer  to  their  report  of  1837,  as  containing  substantially  their  present 
opinions. 

ELIZABETH  CITY. — The  school  commissioners  consider  children  of  poor  parents  (who  are  not  able  to 
pay  for  their  schooling),  children  without  parents,  whose  funds  are  insufficient  to  support  and  educate  them,  and 
children  without  parents,  whose  funds  are  sufficient  to  support  them  but  not  to  educate  them,  as  coming  within 
the  meaning  of  the  term  "indigent,"  used  in  the  laws. 

They  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  get  district  schools  in  operation,  but  hope  to  do  so  shortly,  when  they 
shall  probably  require  about  $350  per  annum.  They  believe  the  children  sent  to  school  this  year  have  improved 
commensuratcly  with  their  abilities.  They  believe  the  teachers  are  cnpable  and  of  good  moral  character.  They 
know  of  no  alterations  or  modifications  of  the  existing  laws  that  will  place  the  education  of  indigent  children 
upon  a  better  basis  than  they  now  stand  upon.    The  schools  arc  in  operation  during  the  whole  year. 

FAIRFAX. — The  school  commissioners  have  some  delicacy  in  urging  the  propriety  of  a  change  in  the  lime 
of  their  annual  meetings,  having  frequently  made  similar  remarks  heretofore.  They  however  hope  now  that 
the  time  for  the  meeting  of  the  legislature  is  changed,  that  their  request  will  be  regarded,  as  the  teachers  gene- 
rally make  their  engagements  for  the  year  ending  the  31st  December.  The  schools  are  generally  in  operation 
during  the  whole  year. 

FAUQUIER. — The  school  commissioners  further  report  that  they  still  entertain  the  sentiments  uniformly 
expressed  by  them  heretofore,  that  the  accounts  of  the  teachers  should,  in  their  opinion,  be  more  promptly  set- 
tled, their  trouble  diminished  and  their  convenience  promoted,  by  a  correspondence  of  tbe  scholastic  and  tbe 
common  year. 

FRANKLIN. — The  school  commissioners  further  report,  that  they  consider  the  operations  of  the  law  should 
be  confined  to  those  children  whose  parents  are  unable  from  their  skill  or  industry  to  give  them  a  plain  English 
education.  They  have  had  no  regard  to  sex,  but  have  confined  themselves  to  the  education  of  those  between 
the  age  of  eight  and  eighteen  years.  The  commissioners  sit  semi-annually,  examine  all  accounts  presented  to 
the  board,  make  allowances  according  to  circumstances,  having  clue  regard  to  the  number  of  poor  children  at 
those  schools,  qualification  of  teachers,  their  moral  character,  tec,  allowing  some  four  and  others  only  three  cents 
per  day.  They  consequently  draw  no  orders  on  their  treasurer,  hence  his  account  is  not  made  out  strictly  in 
accordance  with  the  form  prescribed. 

Having  nearly  double  the  annual  appropriation  to  this  county  on  hand  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  fis- 
cal year,  they  have  thereby  been  enabled  to  school  a  much  larger  number  of  children  than  usual.  When  the 
children  are  entered  to  schools,  the  commissioners  endeavour  invariably  to  impress  the  importance  of  attending 
regularly  on  their  parents,  and  they  generally  promise  that  this  shall  be  done ;  but  when  the  teachers'  accounts 
are  presented,  we  find  from  examination  that  they  are  frequently  very  remiss  in  this  particular.  The  children, 
however,  progress  as  well  as  reasonably  could  be  expected.  Doubtless  it  would  require  a  much  larger  sum  than 
is  due  this  county  from  the  Literary  fund,  to  educate  all  the  poor  children  of  the  county.  All  the  accounts  that 
are  due  have  been  prcseulcd  to  the  board  aud  paid. 

FAYETTE. — The  school  commissioners  present  are  not  able  to  say  at  this  time  what  amount  is  due  and 
not  paid,  but  suppose  it  will  not  exceed  $10.  They  consider  the  term  indigent,  used  in  the  law,  to  apply  to  all 
children  whose  parents  are  unnble  to  keep  them  comfortable  and  educate  Them,  and  all  orphans  whose  estates 
arc  insufficient  for  the  aforesaid  purposes,  and  that  they  enter  and  send  all  poor  children,  without  regard  to  sex, 
from  7  to  17  years  of  age.  The  vigilance  of  some  of  the  commissioners  hath  enabled  them  to  get  a  much  larger 
number  of  children  taught  the  present  year  than  ever  has  been  before  in  the  county  during  the  same  time;  and 
the  reason  that  the  whole  of  the  money  is  not  expended,  is  a  circumstance  beyond  the  control  of  the  commis- 
sioners. In  some  of  the  districts,  although  large,  the  population  is  so  scattered  that  it  is  with  difficulty  that 
schools  can  be  obtained,  and  in  some  parts  it  is  impossible. 

FREDERICK. — No  attempt  has  been  made  by  the  board  of  school  commissioners  this  year  to  establish 
schools  on  the  district  system,  the  former  attempt  having  proved  entirely  unavailing.  But  your  commissioners 
take  great  pleasure  in  remarking  the  evident  improvement  of  the  children  who  have  availed  themselves  of  the 
benefit  of  the  fund,  and  are  more  than  ever  impressed  with  the  conviction  of  the  great  advantage  it  has  been 
and  will  be  to  the  poorer  classes  of  the  community.    Many  who  were  unable  to  educate  their  children  them- 
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selves,  and  who  considered  it  derogatory  to  have  them  educated  at  the  public  expense  (as  they  considered  it) 
have  abandoned  their  scruples.    All  children  between  the  ages  of  3  and  16  whose  parents  are  unable  to  educate 
them  are  considered  indigent  children.    No  preference  is  given  to  either  sex.    There  are  some  accounts  yet  out- 
standing, but  the  exact  amount  they  have  not  the  means  of  ascertaining. 
Most  of  the  schools  are  in  operation  throughout  the  year. 

FLOYD. — The  school  commissioners  have  but  few  remarks  not  embraced  in  their  former  report,  to  which 
they  refer.  The  children  have  been  schooled  without  regard  to  sex,  between  the  ages  of  eight  and  eighteen 
years,  and  have  progressed  as  well  as  is  common  in  county  schools.  Upon  mature  deliberation,  the  commis- 
sioners have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  district  system  would  answer  a  valuable  purpose  in  some  sections 
of  the  county.  Accordingly  they  have  caused  the  county  to  he  surveyed  and  laid  off  into  28  districts.  The 
population  of  some  of  them  is  sufficiently  dense  to  have  school  houses  erected  therein,  and  permanent  schools 
established;  and,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  opulent  citizens  of  said  districts,  answer  a  much  more  valuable 
purpose  to  all  classes.  In  other  districts  the  population  is  so  sparse  that  it  is  almost  impossible  ever  to  get 
schools  within  them  upon  any  plan  whatever;  but  believing  as  they  do  that  the  district  plan  in  some  of  them 
will  be  of  greater  benefit  than  the  old  system,  they  have  concluded  to  make  an  effort,  and  if  it  succeeds  well, 
the  plan  will  be  continued,  and  if  not,  they  can  drop  it  and  go  back  to  the  old  system  (retaining  a  right  to  the 
school  houses  and  the  land  set  apart  for  their  erection.) 

A  majority  of  the  schools  continue  in  operation  during  the  whole  year.  In  some  districts  the  schools  con- 
tinue 3  or  C  months. 

FLUVANNA. — The  school  commissioners  cannot  state  with  certainty  what  amount  of  claims  are  due  and 
unpaid,  they  however  believe  the  amount  to  be  not  far  short  of  $50.  They  are  pleased  to  have  it  in  their 
power  to  say  that  they  have  been  enabled  to  secure  a  more  general  attendance  of  the  poor  at  the  schools,  and 
they  are  happy  in  believing  that  the  improvement  of  the  children  under  their  care  is  fully  equal  to  that  of  other 
children  at  the  same  schools. 

GRAFSON. — Those  children  whose  parents  are  too  poor  to  educate  them  are  considered  by  the  school 
commissioners  as  coming  within  the  meaning  of  the  term  indigent.  No  preference  is  given  to  either  sex,  and 
tbey  have  determined  to  send  to  school  those  of  the  indigent  children  who  are  between  the  ages  of  5  and  16 — 
and  in  cases  of  boys  who  from  accident  or  disease  have  been  rendered  incapable  of  labour,  and  who  seem  desi- 
rous to  receive  a  good  English  education,  the  commissioners  deem  it  their  duty  to  send  such  to  school  until  they 
are  20  years  of  age,  if  it  shall  be  necessary'  to  do  so  to  qualify  them  for  teachers. 

The  present  appropriation  from  the  Literary  fund,  if  properly  managed,  is  deemed  sufficient  to  educate  all 
the  poor  children  iu  the  county.  The  improvement  made  by  the  poor  children  has  been  as  great  as  that  of  other 
children  educated  at  the  same  schools,  and  often  greater.  There  is  no  school  in  this  county  which  can  be  pro- 
perly called  an  academy  or  college. 

GREENBRIER. — The  school  commissioners  refer  to  their  last  annual  report  for  their  opinions  respecting 
the  poor  school  system  in  this  county,  &c. 

The  schools  are  generally  in  operation  throughout  the  year. 

GREENESVILLE. — The  school  commissioners,  for  their  understanding  of  the  term  indigent,  respectfully 
refer  to  their  previous  reports.  The  great  difficulties  the  board  has  to  contend  with,  are  the  scarcity  of  schools 
and  the  unwillingness  of  schoolmasters  to  take  poor  children  in  consequence  of  the  small  compensation.  They 
believe,  were  it  not  for  these  difficulties,  the  money  now  due  the  county  would  be  sufficient  to  teach  all  its  poor 
children  at  least  to  read  aud  write.  And  they  do  not  believe  that  they  will  ever  be  able  to  induce  teachers  of 
respectability  generally  to  take  the  poor  children,  until  there  is  a  considerable  increase  in  the  price  of  tuition. 
Under  the  influence  of  this  conviction,  they  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  law  be  amended  in  this  parti- 
cular. 

GILES. — The  school  commissioners  have  nothing  to  add  to  their  report  of  last  year,  except  that  they  have 
adopted  a  resolution  requiring  the  teachers  hereafter  to  be  examined  by  competent  persons  as  to  their  qualifica- 
tions to  teach  the  common  branches,  and  have  appointed  individuals  in  each  district  for  that  purpose. 

GLOUCESTER. — The  school  commissioners  state,  that  never  having  had  a  meeting  of  all  the  members  of 
tbeir  board,  they  cannot  ascertain  what  number  of  poor  children  there  are  in  the  county,  but  they  are  of  opinion 
there  are  enough  to  consume  the  whole  of  the  quota  to  which  the  county  is  entitled  ;  but  the  children  cannot  all 
be  procured  to  go  to  school — some  of  them  being  far  removed  from  the  schools,  and  in  other  cases,  the  parents 
will  not  suffer  them  to  go,  they  being  necessary  to  assist  them  in  their  domestic  avocations.    The  district  free 


Digitized  by  Google 


24 


[Doc.  No.  4.] 


school  system  has  not  been  adopted  in  this  county — no  outstanding  claims  are  known  to  exist.  The  term  indi- 
gent is  meant  to  designate,  according  to  their  understanding,  the  children  of  those  whom  the  commissioners  know 
to  be  incapable  of  educating  them,  or  orphans  without  property  or  income.  No  regard  has  been  paid  to  sex  as 
they  have  never  been  able  to  find  children  to  consume  the  annual  quota. 

The  schools  are  in  operation  with  one  or  two  exceptions  during  the  whole  year. 

GOOCHLAND. — The  school  commissioners  refer  to  their  former  reports  to  shew  the  rule  by  which  they 
are  governed  in  selecting  the  children  to  be  educated — and  to  their  last  report,  for  the  reasons  wliich  render  it 
impracticable  for  them  to  carry  out  the  beneficent  designs  of  the  legislature  in  the  appropriation  of  the  funds  as- 
signed to  this  county. 

As  the  commissioners  have  been  unable  to  appropriate  the  funds  assigned  to  them,  and  the  amount  in  hand 
exceeds  the  quota  they  would  be  entitled  to  for  the  next  year,  they  arc  not  at  liberty  to  draw  for  it;  but  they 
would  like  to  be  informed  whether  at  a  future  day,  should  the  county  determine  to  establish  an  independent 
school  or  schools  upon  the  district  plan,  they  will  not  then  be  entitled  to  draw  for  all  arrearages. 

HALIFAX. — The  school  commissioners  report  that  all  the  accounts  due  for  tuition  are  paid  as  there  is  a 
full  meeting  of  the  board  ;  that  they  have  by  authority  of  an  act  of  the  general  assembly,  passed  6th  April,  1838, 
revoked  the  order  of  their  last  board  appropriating  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  Literary  fund  to  the  Halifax  aca- 
demy, and  ordered  it  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  primary  schools. 

They  respectfully  refer  the  superintendent  to  their  former  reports  as  containing  substantially  their  present 
opinions  respecting  the  Literary  fund. 

A  majority  of  the  schools  are  in  operation  the  whole  year. 

HAMPSHIRE. — The  school  commissioners  have  considered  the  children  of  such  persons  as  are  unable  to 
send  them  to  school  as  coming  within  the  meaning  of  the  term  indigent;  of  whom  those  sent  to  school  are  be- 
tween the  ages  of  7  and  17  years,  and  no  preference  is  given  to  boys  or  girls.  They  cannot  say  what  sum  will 
be  sufficient  for  the  education  of  all  such  children  in  the  county.  From  the  difficulty  of  getting  teachers,  the 
commissioners  are  compelled  in  most  instances  to  lake  any  that  may  oiler;  there  is  an  improvement  in  the  chil- 
dren sent  to  school. 

The  school  commissioners  again  call  the  attention  of  the  legislature  to  the  great  inconvenience  of  holding 
the  annual  meetings  on  the  first  day  of  the  court,  and  would  suggest  the  second  Friday  in  November  as  a  more 
suitable  time,  &c. 

HANOVER. — The  schools  are  in  operation  the  whole  year. 

HARDY. — The  school  commissioners  refer  to  their  former  reports  as  containing  all  the  information  required 
of  them.  They  will  add  however  that  the  benefits  derived  from  the  fund  are  constantly  felt,  and  increasing, 
and  extending  even  to  those  who  are  not  objects  of  the  public  charity,  for  in  some  neighbourhoods  where  a  por- 
tion of  the  people  requiring  no  direct  aid,  are  yet  not  sufficiently  affluent  to  maintain  schools  for  the  education 
of  their  children  alone,  the  school  fund  becomes  an  auxiliary  in  establishing  and  maintaining  schools,  which 
would  otherwise  have  no  existence,  and  thus  becomes  the  means  of  diffusing  education  directly  amongst  the 
poor,  and  indirectly  amongst  the  children  of  those  placed  beyond  the  need  of  direct  aid. 

HARRISON.— The  school  commissioners  refer  to  their  former  reports. 
The  schools  are  in  operation  during  different  parts  of  the  year. 

HENRY. — The  schools  are  generally  in  operation  the  whole  year. 

HENRICO. — The  school  commissioners  report  that  some  of  them  visit  the  schools  to  which  they  sent  the 
poor  children  ;  and  that  they  generally  sent  to  such  teachers  as  they  send  their  own  children  to.  They  consi- 
der all  children  whose  parents  or  guardians  out  of  their  own  funds,  are  not  able  to  board,  clothe  and  educate 
them,  as  coming  under  the  term  indigent. 

They  offer  the  aid  of  the  fund  to  all  such  children  who  are  of  suitable  age  to  go  to  school  (say  from  7  to  17 
year?)  and  they  make  no  distinction  in  sex,  as  the  funds  in  their  hnnds  arc  amply  sufficient  for  both,  under  the 
present  low  rate  of  pay  allowed  by  law.  The  commissioners  arc  still  of  the  opinion  heretofore  expressed  "  that 
a  larger  sum  might  be  judiciously  expended,  if  the  compensation  was  raised  to  at  least  6  cents  per  day  ;"  for 
while  the  price  of  tuition  in  common  schools  is  $15  per  term  of  10  months,  it  must  be  difficult  for  the  commis- 
sioners to  prevail  on  the  teachers  to  admit  poor  children  for  a  little  more  than  half  that  price. 

The  schools  continue  in  operation  about  10  months. 
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ISLE  OF  WIGHT. — The  school  commissioners  stale  that  in  consequence  of  parents  and  guardians  not 
feeling  an  interest  in  educating  their  children,  a  considerable  balance  is  left  in  the  hands  of  their  treasurer,  which 
might  have  been  properly  expended.  They  think  too  that  more  poor  children  might  be  sent  to  school  if  the 
price  of  tuition  was  extended  to  5  cents  per  duy,  as  some  of  the  teachers  will  not  teach  for  4  cents  per  day. 
The  commissioners  suppose  that  there  are  at  least  two  hundred  children  which  are  not  sent  to  school  that  would 
come  uuder  the  term  indigent. 

A  majority  of  the  schools  continue  in  operation  the  whole  year — some  for  3  and  C  months. 

JACKSON. — The  school  commissioners  refer  to  their  former  reports. 
The  schools  generally  continue  from  3  to  0  months  in  the  year. 

JAMES  CITY. — The  school  commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  the  term  indigent  applies  to  such  children 
only  whose  parents  or  guardians  are  unable  to  educate  them,  and  that  those  between  eight  and  twenty  are  fit 
subjects,  and  that  they  give  no  preference  to  boys  or  girls.  They  think  that  the  sum  of  S 150  would  not  be 
more  than  sufficient  for  the  education  of  the  poor  children  of  the  county. 

They  have  regularly  visited  the  schools  and  found  that  the  children  progress  as  well  as  usual — the  teachers 
arc  of  good  moral  character,  and  as  well  qualified  as  usual. 

The  schools  are  in  operation  during  the  summer  season. 

JEFFERSON. — The  school  commissioners  know  of  no  claim  for  tuition  due  or  unpaid,  and  believe  their  report 
to  be  complete.  They  conceive  the  word  indigent,  used  in  the  laws,  as  intended  to  apply  to  children  without  parents 
or  property,  and  to  those  whose  parents  are  unable  to  school  them.  They  give  no  preference  on  account  of  sex. 
The  commissioners  partially  visit  the  schools  and  consider  the  improvement  of  the  poor  children  equal,  in  equal 
circumstances,  to  that  of  other  children.  They  think  twenty-four  hundred  dollars  requisite  to  educate  all  the 
poor  children  in  the  county.  They  make  no  formal  examination  of  the  acquirements  or  moral  standing  of 
teachers,  but  cmplov  none  of  whose  fitness  they  arc  not  otherwise  satisfied. 

They  have  nothing  to  suggest  respecting  the  laws  or  regulations. 

KANAWHA. — For  the  description  of  children  they  consider  as  coming  within  the  term  indigent,  they  re- 
spectfully refer  to  their  last  annual  report.  The  children  are  between  the  ages  of  7  and  15  years,  both  girls  and 
boys,  none  of  the  school  commissioners  of  this  county  having  yet  given  preference  to  cither  sex.  Again  a  large 
unexpended  balance  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer.  The  board  attributes  this  to  the  hardness  and  scar- 
city of  the  limes,  many  heads  of  families  who  in  former  years  joyfully  sent  their  children  to  school,  being  forced 
during  the  past  season  to  keep  them  at  home,  in  order  that  their  labour  might  contribute  towards  the  support  ol 
their  respective  families.  This  unexpended  balance,  with  the  quota  for  1839,  will  in  the  opinion  of  the  board 
be  amply  sufficient  for  that  year.  The  majority  of  the  schools  used  by  the  commissioners  are  good,  and  some 
excellent — though  much  complaint  is  made  by  the  masters  of  schools  of  the  inadequacy  of  their  compensation. 

The  schools  arc  visited  by  commissioners,  and  in  many  instances  the  progress  made  by  the  poor  children  is 
very  good.  The  board  cannot  now  suggest  any  alterations  or  modifications  of  the  existing  laws  and  regulations 
concerning  the  education  of  the  poor. 

KING  WILLIAM. — The  school  commissioners  state  that  the  cause  of  so  large  a  balance  being  left  in  the 
hands  of  their  treasurer,  is  from  the  fact  that  some  of  the  commissioners  failed  in  getting  teachers,  and  others 
did  not  spend  the  amount  of  their  quotas,  not  being  notified  of  their  appointment  until  a  portion  of  the  year  had 
expired.  From  the  reports  of  the  schoolmasters  most  of  the  children  that  attended  school  with  any  degree  of 
regularity  have  progressed  well.    For  further  particulars  we  refer  you  to  our  report  of  last  year. 

All  the  schools  are  in  operation  during  the  year  except  one. 

KING  GEORGE. — The  schools  are  in  operation  during  the  season. 
KING  &  QUEEN. — No  remarks. 

LANCASTER, — The  school  commissioners  consider  those  children  as  coming  within  the  meaning  of  the 
term  "  indigent,"  whose  parents  are  unable  to  educate  them.  No  preference  is  given  to  cither  sex.  The  ages 
of  the  children  schooled  range  from  8  to  15  years. 

Most  of  the  schools  continue  in  operation  from  8  to  10  months. 

LEE. — The  school  commissioners  have  no  remarks  to  append  to  this  report  variant  from  those  made  in  tbe 
last  annual  reports,  to  which  they  beg  leave  to  refer. 

Two  of  the  schools  were  for  one  year  each,  and  the  balanco  were  for  six,  five  and  three  months. 
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LEWIS. — The  school  commissioners  state  that  much  inconvenience  has  frequently  happened  in  conse- 
quence of  the  commissioners  failing  to  attend  the  annual  meeting  of  the  board.  They  refer  to  their  report  of 
1830  as  containing  as  full  a  report  as  they  are  now  enabled  to  make. 

A  majority  of  the  schools  continued  in  operation  for  3  months  only  in  the  year. 

LOGAN. — The  school  commissioners  consider  all  such  children  proper  objects  of  their  notice  as  would  not 
be  educated  by  their  parents  on  account  of  their  poverty.  They  make  no  distinction  as  to  sex,  considering  the 
means  annually  afforded  sufficient  to  pay  for  the  tuition  of  all  such  who  reside  in  neighbourhoods  which  cam 
support  schools.  There  are  many  poor  children  residing  in  obscure  parts  of  the  county  where  schools  cannot 
be  made,  and  the  commissioners  are  satisfied  that  hut  few  if  any  regular  schools  could  be  made  up  but  for  the 
aid  of  this  fund,  which  is  now  doing  much  good  by  improving  the  morals  and  intellect  of  many  who  would  have 
grown  up  destitute  of  either. 

The  commissioners  visit  the  schools  of  their  respective  districts  whenever  they  consider  it  necessary,  and 
are  as  careful  as  they  can  be  to  procure  the  best  teachers  and  have  much  regard  to  their  morals  and  qualifica- 
tions.   They  can  suggest  no  amendment  to  the  law  in  this  respect. 

The  schools  were  in  operation  at  different  periods  during  the  year. 

LOUDOUN. — The  claims  for  tuition  outstanding  do  not  probably  exceed  $200.  A  majority  of  the  schools 
continue  the  whole  year,  the  balance  for  3  aud  6  months. 

LOUISA. — "  Although  a  greater  number  of  boys  than  girls  has  been  sent  to  school  during  the  year,  no  pre- 
ference has  ever  been  shown  to  either  sex  in  the  selection  of  poor  children  to  be  sent  to  school  so  far  as  my  in- 
formation extends.  The  commissioners  have  frequently  found  a  difficulty  in  getting  the  parents  or  guardiaus  of 
a  sufficient  number  of  poor  children  to  exhaust  the  quota  of  the  county  to  agree  to  iheir  regular  attendance  at 
school,  without  which  agreement  on  the  part  of  the  nnrent  or  guardian,  the  commissioners  consider  it  a  useless 
expenditure  of  money  to  enter  the  children  at  school,  and  they  frequently  find  it  difficult  to  get  the  children  in 
at  the  best  schools  at  the  price  of  tuition  allowed  by  law.  They  generally  select  such  schools  as  either  thev  or 
their  neighbours  send  their  children  to."    [Extract  from  a  communication  from  the  clerk  of  the  tchool  commistionert.] 

LUNENBURG. — The  school  commissioners  consider  such  children  indigent,  as  their  parents  are  unable  to 
educate  so  far  as  to  read  and  write.  There  is  no  preference  given  to  boys  or  girls,  the  present  quota  being 
deemed  sufficient.  The  schools  are  but  seldom  visited  by  the  commissioners,  but  the  teachers  arc  generally 
examined  by  their  employers,  both  as  to  qualifications  and  morals.  The  commissioners  have  no  alterations  to 
suggest. 

MASON. — The  school  commissioners  consider  the  term  indigent  used  in  the  law  as  embracing  all  orphan 
children  whose  income  is  insufficient  to  educate  them,  and  the  children  of  such  parents  as  have  not  enough  pro- 
perty to  clothe,  board  and  educate  them. 

The  children  sent  to  school  by  the  commissioners  arc  from  6  to  15  years  of  age.  No  preference  is  given  to 
boys  or  girls,  as  the  funds  have  been  sufficient  for  the  tuition  of  as  many  of  both  sexes  as  schools  suitable  and 
convenient  can  be  had  for. 

So  far  as  they  were  enabled  by  the  funds  under  their  control,  the  commissioners  have  endeavoured  to  select 
the  best  teachers  that  could  be  procured  ;  though  it  too  frequently  occurs  that  teachers  of  desirable  qualifica- 
tions are  difficult  to  procure  in  thinly  settled  parts  of  the  county,  and  where  the  choice  is  dependent  on  the 
whim  of  the  neighbourhood  in  which  they  arc  employed.  The  children  under  the  charge  of  the  commissioners 
have  advanced  as  fast  as  the  circumstances  under  which  they  are  placed  would  justify  them  to  expect. 

The  commissioners  have  reported  a  larger  balance  on  hand  than  they  could  wish,  owing  to  the  want  of 
schools  in  some  parts  of  the  county,  and  because  they  have  confined  themselves  strictly  to  the  indigent  and  de- 
serving. They  are  at  present  unprepared  to  suggest  any  modification  or  alteration  of  the  existing  laws  regula- 
ting the  application  of  the  school  fund. 

But  lew  of  the  schools  continued  for  more  than  6  months,  and  the  majority  of  them  for  only  3  months. 

MARSHALL. —  The  school  commissioners  report  that  there  is  an  increasing  application  for  aid  from  this 
fund  ;  and  that  there  is  much  benefit  derived  from  its  application,  as  it  enables  man\'  portions  of  the  county  to 
establish  schools,  where  it  could  not  be  done,  were  it  not  for  the  aid  of  this  fund.  "There  are  a  great  many 
schools  in  operation  during  this  season  of  the  year  (October). 

MADISON. — The  quota  of  this  county  is  more  than  can  be  used  under  the  common  school  system.  The 
school  commissioners  would  refer  to  their  remarks  in  their  last  annual  report  for  the  changes  they" deem  expe- 
dient. 


Digitized  by  Google 


[Doc.  No.  4.] 


27 


They  have  heretofore  expressed  themselves  as  to  the  description  of  children  they  consider  as  coming  within 
the  term  indigent. 

They  have  authorized  the  sending  of  children  to  school  from  S  to  16  years  of  age,  making  no  difference  be- 
tween boys  and  girls.  They  have  decided  to  cxlcnd  that  rule  in  future  to  poor  children  over  7  and  under  18 
years  of  age,  making  no  difference  as  to  sex.  The  schools  are  but  seldom  visited  by  the  school  commissioners, 
■who  are  uninformed  as  to  the  progress  of  the  children.  The  children  are  sent  to  the  neighbourhood  schools — 
the  teachers  are  not  examined  as  to  their  qualifications  and  moral  character.  The  schools  are  chiefly  in  opera- 
tion the  whole  year. 

MATHEWS. — The  school  commissioners  of  this  county  report  that  in  the  last  year  there  have  been  ele- 
ven schools  in  operation  in  this  county,  to  which  the  children  who  have  the  benefit  of  the  school  fund  have  been 
sent.  More  children  have  enjoyed  its  advantages  this  year  than  have  usually,  and  it  is  contemplated  to  extend 
its  usefulness  still  further  the  ensuing  year.  But  notwithstanding  all  the  efforts  of  the  commissioners  to  appro- 
priate this  fund  in  such  a  manner  as  will  be  most  conducive  to  the  intentions  and  objects  contemplated  by  the 
appropriation,  yet  the  commissioners  are  constrained  to  acknowledge  that  the  benefits  derived  from  the  fund  arc 
very  limited  and  imperfect,  and  in  many  instances  expended  uselessly  and  unprofitably.  This  stale  of  things 
is  produced  by  the  difficulty  of  procuring  competent  teachers.  None  but  the  most  interior  teachers  will  take 
charge  of  the  {>oor  children,  in  consequence  of  the  low  price  allowed  them  and  the  trouble  attending  the  keep- 
ing a  regular  account  of  their  attendance.  Consequently  the  commissioners  arc  in  many  instances  compelled  to 
send  the  children  to  teachers  who  learn  them  little  or  nothing.  They  feel  it  their  duty  therefore  to  urge  upon 
the  next  legislatnre  the  great  importance  of  devising  and  adopting  some  more  efficient  plan  by  which  more 
competent  and  attentive  teachers  can  be  procured. 

MECKLENBURG. — The  school  commissioners  stale  that  they  consider  as  indigent  those  whose  parents 
are  unable  from  their  poverty,  skill  or  industry,  to  give  their  children  a  common  english  education.  The  chil- 
dren have  been  schooled  without  regard  to  sex,  between  the  ages  of  ten  and  eighteen  years  ;  and  have  pro- 
gressed as  common  to  country  schools.  The  commissioners  consider  the  amount  on  hand  with  the  quota  and 
surplus  revenue  will  be  sufficient  to  educate  all  the  poor  children  that  will  be  sent  to  school  the  ensuing  year. 

A  majority  of  schools  continue  in  operation  the  whole  year. 

MIDDLESEX. — The  school  commissioners  know  of  no  claim  for  tuition  due  and  unpaid.  They  are  in 
the  habit  of  using  the  fund  for  educating  the  boys  and  girls,  giving  no  preference  lo  one  over  the  other,  and  are 
governed  by  the  circumstances  of  each  case  as  to  the  age  of  the  children  sent.  For  several  years  they  confined 
the  benefits  of  the  fund  to  children  of  ten  years  and  upwards ;  but  they  were  induced  to  change  this  rule,  find- 
ing many  poor  children  whose  labour  could  not  be  dispensed  with  by  their  parents  after  that  period,  and  who 
would  consequently  be  altogether  deprived  of  instruction  if  not  afforded  earlier.  Many  of  the  children  entered 
by  the  commissioners  have  progressed  well,  but  generally  they  are  not  very  regular  in  their  attendance  and  have 
therefore  not  derived  that  advantage  from  the  fund  which  could  be  desired. 

The  commissioners  again  report  a  considerable  balance  in  their  treasurer's  hands.  This  proceeds  from  the 
difficulty  in  many  neighbourhoods  of  getting  children  into  the  schools,  arising  from  the  small  compensation  al- 
lowed by  law.  Very  few  competent  teachers  can  be  induced  to  take  them  at  all,  unless  the  patents  are  able  to 
make  the  tuition  fees  equal  to  the  prices  paid  for  others,  which  is  from  10  to  15  dollars  for  the  elementary  bran- 
ches. 

The  commissioners  have  determined  to  extend  the  benefits  of  the  fund  to  a  higher  class,  assisting  poor  wi- 
dows especially,  to  educate  their  children.  They  have  not  yet  recovered  the  amount  for  which  they  have  been 
suing,  therefore  have  not  been  able  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  last  general  assembly. 

MONONGALIA.— No  remarks. 

MONROE. — The  commissioners  would  also  state  that  the  funds  under  their  charge  appear  at  this  time  to 
be  as  much  as  they  can  judiciously  expend  on  the  present  plan,  but  which  circumstance  arises  in  a  great  mea- 
sure from  the  want  of  good  schools  to  which  the  children  can  be  sent — indeed,  this  is  the  great  obstacle  now 
which  prevents  much  good  from  being  accomplished.  Qualified  persons  do  not  find  it  to  their  interest  to  be- 
come teachers.  The  commissioners  would  also  state  that  they  are  not  aware  of  any  claims  for  tuition  for  the 
past  year  which  have  not  been  paid  except  to  teachers  whose  schools  have  not  expired.  The  commissioners 
have  not  made  any  appropriation  of  the  surplus  revenue  distributed  by  the  net  of  the  22d  March,  1S3C,  to  the 
academy  established  in  this  county,  but  have  devoted  the  same  in  the  same  manner  as  the  fixed  appropriation. 
The  commissioners  deem  it  unnecessary  to  make  any  further  remarks,  having  heretofore  frequently  reported  on 
the  several  subjects  on  which  they  are  requested  to  report. 
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MONTGOMERY. — The  school  commissioners  report  that  they  know  of  but  three  claims  for  tuition  unpaid, 
and  they  are  of  very  inconsiderable  amount;  that  at  their  last  annual  meeling  they  laid  off  the  county  into  dis- 
tricts, and  they  have  at  this  meeting  again  adopted  that  arrangement,  though  they  have  not  as  yet  allotted  to 
each  commissioner  his  proportion  of  the  fund,  not  knowing  what  amount  will  be  due  lor  the  next  year's  quota. 
They  have  agreed  to  lie  governed  by  the  same  regulations  which  were  adopted  at  their  last  annual  meeling  with 
regard  to  the  ages,  &c.  of  the  poor  children. 

MORGAN. — The  school  commissioners  consider  all  children  whose  parents  or  friends  do  not  possess  means 
to  educate  them  as  coming  within  the  term  indigent.  Children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years  are 
generally  selected  for  school,  without  preference  to  cither  sex.  If  the  schools  were  kept  up  the  whole  year  the 
quota  for  this  county  would  not  be  sufficient.  Neither  is  it  sufficient  to  adopt  the  free  school  system.  Some  of 
the  schools  were  in  operation  six  months — the  others  for  the  winter  season  only. 

NANSEMOND. — The  school  commissioners  slate  that  children  from  eight  to  twenty  have  been  mostly  en- 
tered, and  males  preferred  generally.  The  teachers  are  considered  competent  and  the  children  have  made  fair 
improvement. 

NEW  KENT. — The  school  commissioners  report  that  they  know  of  no  claims  unpaid — that  the  teachers 
patronized  by  them  sustain  good  moral  characters.  The  commissioners  have  nothing  more  to  report  than  what 
has  been  embraced  in  former  reports,  to  which  they  beg  leave  to  refer.  The  schools  generally  are  in  operation 
9  months. 

NELSON. — No  remarks. 

NICHOLAS. — The  school  commissioners  report  that  the  children  who  have  received  n  part  of  the  benefit 
of  the  fund  for  primary  education  have  been  taught  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  and  have  progressed  as 
well  in  the  several  branches  they  have  been  taught  as  other  children  who  have  received  instruction  at  the  same 
schools. 

From  the  number  of  schools  now  in  operation,  the  commissioners  are  led  to  believe  that  during  the  present 
year  they  will  be  enabled  to  expend  to  advantage  all  the  funds  now  in  the  hands  of  their  treasurer,  together 
with  the  quotas  now  due  for  the  years  1837  and  1S33. 

They  send  children  to  school  between  the  ages  of  6  and  18  years  without  regard  to  sex. 

NORFOLK. — By  entering  those  who  would  be  destitute  of  schooling,  and  who  would  be  justly  entitled  un- 
der the  provision  of  the  legislature,  the  tuition  might  be  greatly  increased,  if  the  school  commissioners  had  ad- 
ditional funds.  It  sometimes  happens  that  from  particular  circumstances  a  part  of  the  accounts  belonging 
to  this  settlement  are  not  brought  in  till  afterwards,  so  that  in  paying  the  December  quarter  there  may  be  a  de- 
ficiency until  the  January  funds  come  on.  One  inconvenience  of  this' is  that  a  portion  will  have  to  wait  till  funds 
arc  received. 

The  board  by  an  order  of  this  day  appropriated  one  half  of  the  surplus  received  for  the  year  commencing 
the  1st  of  October  last  to  the  St.  Bride's  academy  as  per  law  authorized. 
The  schools  are  in  regular  operation  during  "the  year. 

NORFOLK  BOROUGH. — The  children  are  educated  at  the  Lancastrian  school. 

NOTTOWAY. — The  school  commissioners  state  that  they  consider  as  coming  within  the  meaning  of  the 
term  indigent,  all  children  whose  parents  have  not  the  visible  "means  to  educate  them.  In  one  portion  of  the 
county  the  schoolmasters  will  not  take  the  indigent  children  into  school  for  the  compensation  allowed  by  law — 
and  that  there  are  cases  during  the  present  year,  in  which  the  schoolmasters  have  received  from  the  parents  of 
poor  children  additional  compensation.  The  school  commissioners  therefore  find  some  difficulty  in  entering 
scholars  in  some  neighbourhoods,  in  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  schoolmasters  to  take  the  poor  children  into 
their  schools  without  an  agreement  on  the  part  of  the  parents  to  make  up  the  deficiency  of  their  sums. 

They  will  also  suggest  an  alteration  of  the  law  which  requires  their  appointments  to  be  annual — they  would 
deem  it  best  where  competent  persons  would  consent  to  serve  the  longer  the  better,  as  frequent  changes  of  their 
appointments  create  confusion,  sometimes  difficulty. 

The  schools  arc  iu  operation  during  the  year." 

NORTHAMPTON — A  majority  of  the  schools  continue  the  whole  year— others  only  from  January  till  the 
1st  October. 
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NORTHUMBERLAND. — The  school  commissioners  consider  ihe  term  inilivrnt,  as  used  in  the  laws,  to 
comprehend — 1st,  all  orphan  children  thai  have  no  estate ;  godly*  those  orphan  children  that  have  some  little 
estate,  hut  whose  annual  income  is  insufficient  to  clothe  and  school  them;  3rdly,  the  children  of  parents  that 
have  very  little  if  any  properly  ;  4ilily  and  lastly,  the  children  of  sober,  honest,  industrious  and  worthy  parents 
that  have  some  property,  hut  having  a  great  many  children  are  therefore  unable  to  maintain  their  families  and 
educate  their  children.  The  commissioners  have  not  fixed  on  any  ages  between  which  to  send  the  poor  chil- 
dren, being  compelled  to  send  theiu,  if  at  all,  when  they  can  he  "best  spared  from  labour  by  their  parents,  or 
those  with  whom  they  live;  they  give  no  preference  on  account  of  sex. 

The  commissioners  again  rej>ort  that  they  have  been  criminally  remis*  in  that  important  part  of  their  duty  of 
visiting  the  schools  in  their  respective  districts.  The  amount  received  from  the  Literary  fund  for  the  present 
year,  exclusive  of  the  surplus  fund,  has  been  insufficient  to  pay  the  tuition  of  all  the  poor  children  that  attended 
the  schools.  .Most  of  the  teachers  the  present  year  are  very  defective  as  to  qualifications,  but  their  moral  chap 
ractcrs  arc  pretty  good. 

The  schools  are  in  operation  during  spring,  summer  and  autumn. 

ORANGE. — The  school  commissioners  report  that  there  has  been  an  entirely  new  organization  of  their 
board  since  the  last  report.  Their  present  report  includes  the  schools  and  reports  from  the  commissioners  in  the 
county  of  Greene,  which  will  not  be  the  case  after  the  next  report.  That  they  consider  children  as  coming 
within  the  meaning  of  the  term  indigent,  whose  parents  arc  unable  to  educate  them.  The  board  have  sent  chil- 
dren to  school  generally  between  the  ages  of  S  and  16,  as  well  as  tbey  could  judge;  and  no  preference  has 
been  given  to  one  sex  over  the  other. 

OHIO. — The  school  commissioners  arc  of  opinion  that  all  children  are  embraced  within  the  meaning  of 
the  term  indigent,  whose  parents  or  guardians  are  not  able  to  bear  the  expense  of  their  education. 

Although  the  funds  appropriated  to  this  county  are  not  sufficient  to  educate  all  the  poor  children,  no  pre- 
ference is  given  to  boys  or  girls.  Those  between  the  ages  of  six  and  fifteen  are  usually  preferred.  The  schools 
are  seldom  visited  by  the  commissioners,  but  they  are  of  good  reputation,  and  the  poor  children  going  to  them 
have  made  considerable  progress  in  education. 

The  teachers  are  without  exception  of  good  moral  character,  and  although  no  examination  baa  been  for- 
mally made  as  to  their  qualifications,  the  commissioners  believe  they  possess  the  requisite  attainments  and  qua- 
lities of  teachers. 

The  commissioners  would  earnestly  and  most  respectfully  urge  upon  the  attention  of  the  superintendent  of 
the  Literary  fund  the  propriety  of  increasing  the  annual  quota  of  Ohio  county — the  reasons  will  appear  mani- 
fest from  the  reports  already  submitted.  They  have  nothing  to  suggest  in  relation  to  the  existing  laws  and  regu- 
lations. 

PATRICK. — The  school  commissioners  have  nothing  lo  state  in  addition  to  what  is  contained  in  their  re- 
port of  last  year,  to  which  they  beg  leave  to  refer  for  their  views  in  regard  to  the  system,  its  operations  and  ef- 
fects and  the  number  of  poor  children  needing  the  aid  of  the  Literary  fund,  &c.  &c 

PAGE. — The  school  commissioners  consider  all  children  whose  parents  are  unable  to  educate  them  as  com- 
ing within  the  term  indigent.  The  children  taught  are  generally  between  the  ages  of  8  and  15  years.  No  pre- 
ference is  given  lo  boys  over  girls. 

The  commissioners  arc  still  of  opinion  that  if  all  the  indigent  children  of  the  county  could  have  the  benefit 
of  the  fund,  the  present  allowance  to  their  county  would  not  be  sufficient.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret  lo  see  the 
allowance  cut  shorter  than  that  of  the  last  year,  inasmuch  as  they  had  begun  to  gel  the  poor  children  out  to 
school  with  less  difficulty  than  heretofore ;  and  it  would  certainly  be  more  beneficial  if  they  had  a  fixed  amount 
yearly,  so  that  the  schools  might  proceed  without  any  change  or  interruption. 

The  commissioners  are  sorry  to  find  that  they  will  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  educate  as  many  poor  chil- 
dren the  ensuing  year  as  they  did  the  last.  They  sincerely  hope  that  for  the  next  year  they  can  have  a  larger 
sum  allotted  lo  their  county,  as  ihere  are  so  many  meritorious  poor  children  who  so  greatly  need  the  benefit  of 
the  poor  fund.  The  teachers  are  generally  men  of  good  moral  character,  and  the  children  under  their  care 
progress  very  well. 

There  are  now  many  children  who,  wholly  from  the  aid  of  this  fund,  have  learned  to  read  and  write  well, 
and  some  who  have  made  creditable  progress  in  higher  branches  of  literature.  Is  not  this  enough  to  commend 
the  system  to  the  heart  of  every  philanthropist  in  the  land?  Should  it  not  stimulate  to  increased  exertion  and 
renewed  diligence,  every  officer  and  agent  concerned  in  the  administration  of  the  fund,  from  the  governor  him- 
self down  to  ihe  humblest  teacher  of  a  country  school  ?  Whilst  other  states  and  even  some  despotic  govern- 
ments ate  perfecting  their  systems  of  public  education,  shall  we  rest  satisfied  with  what  we  have  already  done  ? 
Shall  we  not  endeavour  to  devise  some  still  belter,  more  general  and  more  cflicient  plan  of  public  instruction  ? 
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Now  is  the  time  for  the  friends  of  the  system  to  exert  their  efforts.  The  people  at  large,  and  especially  the  poor 
people,  have  rculized  and  felt  its  benefits — their  false  pride  has  given  way,  it  has  forced  itself  upon  public  atten- 
tion  by  its  beneficial  results,  its  utility  is  no  longer  a  matter  of  doubt ;  and  all  enlightened  minds,  it  seems  to  us, 
are  ready  to  aid  in  preparing  a  system  of  more  extended  means  and  still  greater  usefulness.  If  the  sum  ex- 
pended annually  in  any  one  county,  taught  only  one  person  to  rend  try//,  it  would  in  our  estimation  be  a  sum  well 
spent.  To  unlock  the  dark  chambers  of  the  human  mind,  and  let  in  the  light  of  science  and  the  flood  of  facts 
connected  with  man's  history — to  enable  him  to  read  of  his  origin  and  his  desiinyi  and  to  learn  what  stupendous 
works  have  been  done  on  the  part  of  Heaven,  to  prevent  his  total  ruin  and  misery  were  enough,  we  should 
think,  to  enlist  every  christian  and  philanthropist  in  the  state  to  engage  their  influence  and  their  efforts  in  this 
benevolent  system. 

PENDLETON. — No  remarks. 

PRESTON. — The  school  commissioners  report  that  they  consider  all  children  whose  parents  are  poor  and 
have  no  means  to  pay  for  their  tuition  as  coming  within  the  meaning  of  the  tcrtn  indigent.  There  is  no  prefer- 
ence given  to  boys  or  girls.  The  children  sent  to  school  are  between  seven  and  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  they 
generally  progress  well.  The  teachers  arc  examined  as  lo  their  qualifications.  The  commissioners  have  no 
suggestions  to  make  as  to  the  existing  laws. 

PETERSBURG. — The  board  continue  to  unite  the  appropriation  received  from  the  Literary  fund  with  the 
funds  of  the  Anderson  seminary,  by  which  means  they  arc  enabled  to  educate  all  the  poor  children  whose  pa- 
rents are  willing  for  them  to  receive  gratuitous  instruction. 

The  school  commissioners  take  great  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  great  difficulty  heretofore  experienced  in 
procuring  a  suitable  room  for  the  instruction  of  the  poor  children  is  about  being  removed.  An  appropriation 
made  by  the  common  hall,  together  with  a  donation  by  a  worthy  individual  citizen  of  our  town,  has  placed 
within  the  control  of  the  teachers  of  the  Anderson  seminary  the  means  by  which  they  will  be  enabled  to  erect 
a  large  and  commodious  edifice  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  poor  children  of  the  town. 

PRINCE  GEORGE. — The  commissioners  are  not  aware  of  any  claims  for  tuition  that  are  unpaid.  The 
commissioners  respectfully  beg  leave  to  state  that  if  their  transactions  were  required  to  be  made  up  to  the  31st 
December  instead  of  the  30lh  September,  (as  will  appear  by  the  section  of  the  abstract)  that  their  returns  would 
then  be  more  methodical  and  more  in  conformity  to  system  than  they  now  are.  By  reference  to  their  returns  it 
will  be  found  that  the  receipts  of  schoolmasters  are  posterior  to  the  30th  September.  This  is  unavoidable.  It 
is  next  to  impossible  to  get  the  teachers  to  bring  in  their  accounts  until  the  close  of  the  year.  Now  that  the  le- 
gislature convenes  in  January,  they  sec  no  just  cause  why  this  improvement  may  not  be  made  as  they  have  am- 
ple time  to  make  their  return  soon  enough  for  certified  copies  to  be  forwarded  lo  the  superintendent  before  the 
legislature  convenes.    For  further  remarks  wc  beg  leave  to  refer  to  our  previous  reports. 

PRINCE  EDWARD. — The  board  of  school  commissioners  have  nothing  to  notice  in  addition  to  the  sug- 
gestions made  in  their  last  report.  The  adoption  of  the  free  school  system  has  been  under  consideration  for 
twelve  months,  and  the  board  are  fully  satisfied  that  we  shall  never  arrive  at  any  thing  like  perfection  until  we 
adopt  that  plan.  The  defects  in  our  present  (old)  system  are  so  giving,  and  have  been  reported  so  often,  that 
it  would  seem  superfluous  to  enumerate  them  again.  The  price  of  tuition  varies  in  this  county  from  ten  to  thirty 
dollars,  making  an  average  of  about  fifteen  dollars;  the  consequence  is,  that  well  qualified  teachers  will  not  be 
troubled  with  that  class  of  children  designed  to  be  benefited  by  the  primary  school  funds.  In  the  town  of 
Fartnville  and  its  vicinity  it  is  estimated  there  are  50  indigent  poor  children.  The  price  of  tuition  is  thirty  dol- 
lars per  scholar,  ahd  not  one  single  poor  child  has  been  sent  to  school  within  the  limits  of  the  town,  for  the  rea- 
son already  assigned.  An  effort  was  made  to  procure  a  common  teacher  adapted  to  primary  instruction,  but 
(ailed.  The  price  of  board,  house  rent,  &c.  was  so  high  that  no  one  could  aflord  to  undertake  a  school  of  that 
grade. 

Out  of  500  children  in  this  county  coming  within  the  provisions  of  our  laws  relative  to  primary  schools, 
only  147  have  derived  any  benefit  from  the  fund  of  this  county  the  present  year,  leaving  353  poor  children  to 
be  thrown  upon  society  as  fit  subjects  for  outlaws  !  While  provision  has  been  made  by  our  laws  for  the  wealthy 
and  the  poor,  none  has  been  made  for  the  middling  class  of"  society.  Notwithstanding  the  earnest  desire  of  the 
board  to  carry  into  effect  the  free  school  district  system,  there  are  insuperable  difficult ies  in  the  way.  The  fundi 
are  not  sujH'  icnl  to  carry  out  this  system,  without  the  prnple  would  do  a  great  dml  more  than  it  is  beliercd  they  will  at- 
tempt. The  report  of  the  second  auditor,  shewing  the  results  of  the  free  school  attempts  that  have  been  made 
in  this  stale,  goes  to  demonstrate  the  impracticability  of  carrying  out  the  present  provisions  of  our  laws  upon 
this  subject.  If  the  legislature  would  appropriate  the  avails  of  the  public  moneys  deposited  by  congress  as  a 
loan  to  our  state,  would  it  not  enable  us  to  accomplish  an  object  so  very  desirable?    If  even  a  small  deficiency 
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should  be  lacking,  would  not  the  people  be  willing  to  be  taxed  to  make  it  up  ?  The  poor  and  middling  classes 
would  not  object  because  they  would  be  gainers.  The  rich  ought  not  to  object  because  they  share  the  benefit  of 
the  funds  bestowed  upon  the  university  of  Virginia.  Education  is  a  public  benefit,  vastly  more  so  than  many  of 
our  public  works,  which  like  so  many  gormandizers  swallow  up  every  thing  that  comes  within  their  grasp.  In 
conclusion,  the  board  recommend  that  the  avails  of  the  United  Slates  deposits  be  held  sacred  for  the  purposes  of 
education,  and  that  a  tax  be  imposed  to  make  up  any  deficiency  in  carrying  out  the  free  school  district  system 
upon  a  liberal  scale.    It  is  ascertained  that  5  per  cent,  allowed  for  books  and  stationary  is  found  insufficient. 

PRINCESS  ANNE.— No  remarks. 

PRINCE  WILLIAM. — The  school  commissioners  are  happy  to  state  that  the  people  are  more  alive  to  their 
interest  (as  it  regards  the  Literary  fund) — the  children  are  sent  to  school  more  regularly,  and  the  majority  of 
them  are  progressing  well  and  the  fund  has  been  expended  on  deserving  objects.  It  may  be  seen  by  report 
marked  B,  that  all  the  commissioners  are  not  equally  diligent  in  the  application  of  their  part  of  the  fund  ;  this 
delinquency  they  think  will  be  fully  made  up  the  ensuing  year,  and  a  small  balance,  if  any,  will  be  reported ; 
therefore  had  the  commissioners  double  the  amount  it  would  be  expended  on  deserving  objects. 

PITTSYLVANIA. — The  commissioners  consider  those  children  indigent,  whose  parents  are  unable  to  edu- 
cate them,  and  none  others  are  sent  to  school. 

The  commissioners  believing  during  the  period  that  the  school  fund  was  so  limited  that  more  permanent 
benefit  would  be  derived  by  educating  the  boys  gave  them  the  preference  over  the  girls.  The  fund  having  in- 
creased, they  make  no  discrimination  in  the  sex,  hoping  they  will  be  able  to  educate  all  who  desire  a  participa- 
tion in  the  benevolent  designs  of  the  law. 

They  send  but  few  children  under  ten  or  over  seventeen  years  of  age,  whose  progress  has  proved  the  utility 
of  the  primary  schools,  as  some  of  them  in  turn  have  become  teachers  of  those  low  branches  of  education  in- 
cluding reading,  writing  and  arithmetic.  They  regret  exceedingly  that  their  authority  ceases  to  continue  them 
at  school  after  they  have  acquired  a  knowledge  of  those  simple  branches — branches,  a  limited  knowledge  of 
which  enables  them  to  flounder  through  the  common  and  ordinary  avocations  of  life,  hut  in  many  instances  not 
sufficiently  expanding  the  mind  to  understand  the  nature  and  system  of  universal  suffrage  and  popular  govern- 
ment, themes  of  the  deepest  importance  to  a  people  the  complicated  machinery  of  whose  government  was  in- 
tended to  be  based  upon  virtue  and  intelligence.  Little  learning  we  have  often  heard  was  a  dangerous  thing. 
A  smattering  knowledge  of  science,  law  or  politics,  rears  up  many  a  noisy  demagogue,  whose  clamour  rather 
than  his  patriotism  exalts  him  into  a  leader  of  the  people,  embracing  and  disseminating  the  most  pernicious 
doctrines,  uprooting  all  settled  principles,  and  introducing  the  most  leveling,  anarchical,  and  absurd  notions. 
Nothing  but  a  proper  system  of  education  will  correct  these  errors.  Enlighten  the  people  and  their  sagacity 
will  at  once  detect  those  Richard  the  Thirds,  who  bow  their  reluctant  and  unwilling  heads  to  receive  but  to  betray. 

The  sch«>ol  commissioners  further  report  that  by  the  increase  lately  made  of  a  portion  of  the  surplus  reve- 
nue to  the  school  fund,  they  have  been  enabled  this  year  to  educate  forty-one  more  children  than  they  did  the 
preceding  year.  They  apprehend  that  the  general  scarcity  which  will  prevail  another  year  will  greatly  curtail 
the  benefits  flowing  from  a  primary  system  of  education,  consequently  a  large  surplus  may  be  expected  to  re- 
main unexpended  in  the  treasurer's  hands.  They  again  express  regret  that  their  control  over  the  children 
ceases  upon  their  acquiring  a  smattering  of  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  that  they  arc  then  compelled  to 
turn  adrift  many  sprightly  geniuses  whose  services  might  be  valuable  to  the  county  if  they  could  receive  a  libe- 
ral course  of  instruction.  They  are  of  opinion,  from  what  observation  they  have  made,  that  genius  is  as  apt  to 
be  found  in  the  cottage  as  in  the  palace,  and  would  evidence  the  names  of  Franklin,  Pinkney  and  Rittenhouse, 
besides  innumerable  instances  among  their  cotemporaries.  They  would  therefore  suggest  that  a  fund  be  set  apart 
under  the  control  of  the  school  commissioners  for  the  education  at  some  academy  of  such  of  the  indigent  youths 
as  they  believed  were  susceptible  of  useful  and  permanent  improvement.  From  the  present  state  of  our  aca- 
demies those  youths  can  never  derive  any  benefit  whatever;  for  they  would  respectfully  suggest  that  under  the 
present  parsimonious  spirit  of  the  legislature,  the  academics  arc  waste  places.  Many  of  them  mere  habitations 
of  the  beasts  of  the  forest  and  the  fowls  of  the  air.  Erected  by  individual  munificence  it  would  be  taxing  that 
munificence  unreasonably  to  expect  an  additional  outlay  to  purchase  apparatus,  employ  teachers,  &c.  for  cha- 
ritable objects.  It  is  a  duty  the  commissioners  think,  that  the  legislature  owes  to  the  middling  class  of  the  com- 
munity. Already  have  that  body  provided  in  a  measure  for  the  indigent.  Already  have  they  provided  (as  the 
commissioners  have  before  suggested  in  their  former  reports)  for  the  rich,  by  an  appropriation  of  S  15,000  to 
the  university,  an  institution  from  the  expenses  attendant  upon  it,  wholly  out  of  the  reach  of  all  but  a  few. 
Tbey  would  respectfully  call  attention  to  this  last  subject  in  order  that  its  importance  and  necessity  may  be 
urged  upon  the  legislature — a  necessity  every  day  increasing  in  magnitude.  When  we  reflect  that  our  children 
are  almost  wholly  educated  by  northern  men,  who  although  they  may  not  be  conscious  of  it,  or  design  any  evil,  are 
instilling  into  them  opinions,  feelings  and  notions  peculiar  to  the  north,  but  dangerous  to  the  south.    So  uncon- 
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scious  are  these  influences  on  tlie  young  mind  that  when  arrived  at  maturity  they  naturally  turn  their  attention 
thither  for  every  article  of  fancy  or  profit,  even  down 

"  To  their  Inillons  and  shoe  strings. 
Axe  handles,  corsets  and  other  lungs." 

Hence  it  is  that  the  commissioners  are  strengthened  in  their  opinion  of  the  legislature's  aiding  the  acade- 
mies, so  that  the  south  may  raise  their  own  schoolmasters,  which  can  be  readily  done  if  the  above  sucgeslions 
are  regarded.  The  commissioners  would  have  urged  this  subject  more  urgently  in  their  former  reports,  but 
they  were  in  hopes  that  the  act  of  congress  distributing  the  surplus  revenue  would  ultimately  accomplish  this 
end— even  alter  the  payments  of  the  instalments  were  jvostponcd,  they  nevertheless  flattered  themselves  that  it 
was  only  a  temporary  postponement.  Had  they  been  apprised  of  the  sand  rope  accountability  existing  between 
the  executive  of  the  U.  S.  and  its  officers,  the  oily  fingers  and  grand  daddy  legs  of  the  sub-treasurers,  they 
would  have  never  looked  for  a  moment  to  such  an  ignis  futuus,  but  would  have  urged  their  views  at  once  to 
the  legislature,  more  particularly  when  they  take  into  consideration  that  the  whole  school  fund  of  the  common- 
wealth scarcely  amounts  to  the  interest  on  the  school  fund  of  some  other  states,  although  these  states  arc  much 
more  engaged  in  the  task  of  internal  improvement. 

In  order  that  all  the  children  may  be  attended  to  the  commissioners  have  divided  the  county  into  15  parts, 
allotting  to  each  commissioner  such  portion  of  the  funds  as  the  necessity  of  each  bound  requires. 

POWHATAN. — No  remarks. 

POCAHONTAS. — The  commissioners  refer  to  their  last  annual  report. 

RANDOLPH. — The  school  commissioners  report  that  they  have  limited  the  ages  of  the  poor  children  to 
be  sent  to  school  from  7  to  18.    They  have  made  no  distinction  between  boys  and  girls. 

RAPPAHANNOCK.— No  remarks. 

RICHMOND  CITY. — The  commissioners  report  that  about  200  poor  children  have  been  instructed  for 
different  periods  during  the  year  at  the  Lancastrian  school  and  20  during  the  whole  year  at  the  Female  orphan 
asylum.  The  trustees  of  the  Lancastrian  school  in  their  report  to  this  board  say,  "  these  children  are  well 
taught  all  the  elementary  branches  of  a  good  english  education,  such  as  reading,  writing,  cyphering,  grammar 
and  history ;  to  this  is  added  in  the  female  department  needle  work  of  various  kinds,  useful  and  ornamental." 

RICHMOND  COUNTY. — No  remarks. 

ROCKBRIDGE. — The  school  commissioners,  as  heretofore,  consider  those  children  as  coming  under  the 
term  indigent,  whose  parents  are  not  able  to  pay  fnr  their  education  without  depriving  themselves  of  some  of  the 
necessaries  of  life.  The  poor  children  they  send  to  school  are  generally  between  the  ages  of  eight  and  thir- 
teen ;  but  there  are  a  few  sent  as  young  as  live,  and  some  as  old  as  fifteen  or  sixteen. 

The  commissioners  seldom  visit  the  schools  within  their  districts,  but  obtain  occasionally  the  best  informa- 
tion they  can  respecting  their  s'ale.  The  poor  children,  they  think,  make  as  good  progress  at  school  as  others, 
making  due  allowance  for  the  desultory  manner  in  which  many  of  them  go  to  school. 

They  do  not  examine  the  leathers,  but  leave  the  people  employing  them  to  judge  of  their  qualifications, 
but  if  in  any  particular  case  they  ascertain  that  a  teacher  is  very  deficient,  either  in  a  literary  or  moral  point  of 
view,  they  do  not  countenance  him. 

ROCKINGHAM.— No  remarks. 

RUSSELL.— The  school  commissioners  make  no  distinction  between  boys  and  girls.  They  have  nothing 
to  report  further  than  what  they  have  heretofore  reported. 

STAFFORD.— No  remarks. 

SHENANDOAH. — The  school  commissioners  give  no  preference  to  boys  or  girls;  children  are  generally 
selected  between  the  ages  of  6  and  16  years.  Those  children  arc  considered  indigent  whose  parents  are  unable 
to  educate  them.  They  refer  to  their  report  of  1S34,  as  containing  substantially  all  tbey  would  now  have  to 
say  on  the  same  subject. 

SOUTHAMPTON.— The  school  commissioners  report  that  the  children  have  been  schooled  without  regard 
to  sex,  between  the  ages  of  eight  and  eighteen  years,  and  they  have  progressed  as  is  common  in  country  schools. 
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It  will  be  perceived  that  the  board  are  of  opinion  that  there  arc  300  poor  children  in  the  county  entitled  to  the 
fund,  and  that  22i  have  been  educated,  and  yet  they  report  a  balance  on  hand  sufficient  to  have  educated  the 
whole.  This  is  caused  by  circumstances  often  beyond  the  control  of  the  commissioners:  sickness  of  children  ; 
a  teacher  gives  up  his  school, and  some  time  elapses  before  another  is  found  to  supply  his  place;  and  sometimes 
parents  keep  their  children  at  home  to  labour  for  support.  If  the  commissioners  hud  more  money,  more  would 
be  expended  and  on  deserving  objects ;  for  they  art?  about  to  commence  two  school  houses  on  the  free  school 
plan,  which  will  be  in  operation  the  lirst  of  the  year  1639.  But  after  all  it  may  happen  that  a  small  balance 
will  be  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

SMYTH. — The  school  commissioners  report  that  from  the  irregularhy  of  the  periods  at  which  many  of  the 
schools  commence  it  frequently  occurs  thai  a  large  amount  of  chums  tor  tuition  becomes  due  in  a  short  time 
after  the  annual  meetings.  For  tluir  construction  of  the  term  "  indigent,"  and  of  all  other  matters  required  of 
them  to  be  reported  they  refer  to  their  last  annual  report. 

SCOTT. — The  school  commissioners  think  it  unnecessary  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  the  term  indigent  chil- 
dren, used  in  the  law,  as  they  have  given  it  frequently  in  former  reports;  there  is  no  preference  given  to  boys  or 
girls  in  selecting  them.  It  would  require  a  much  larger  sum  of  money  to  school  all  the  poor  children  in  the 
county  than  is  now  allowed  by  law,  if  they  could  be  induced  to  go  when  entered  ;  but  the  negligence  of  pa- 
rents in  sending  children  is  a  great  dilliculiy  in  this  county.  The  schools  are  not  visited  by  the  commissioners 
often,  but  so  far  as  they  have  visited  them  they  think  the  children  seem  to  learn  as  fast  as  other  children  in  the 
same  schools.  The  teachers  are  sometimes  examined  as  to  their  qualifications,  and  it  frequently  turns  out  that 
the  commissioners  have  to  lake  teachers  badly  qualified,  as  it  is  difficult  to  get  them  on  any  terms. 

The  law  which  requires  the  board  to  fix  the  sum,  which  their  treasurer  shall  pay  during  his  official  term  to 
the  order  of  each  commissioner,  on  account  of  tuition,  books  and  other  expenses  lor  poor  children,  is  rather  un- 
reasonable in  some  respects;  for  it  frequently  happens  that  when  a  commissioner  enters  children  they  either  go 
much  less  or  much  more  to  school  than  he  thinks  they  will,  and  all  the  chance  there  is  to  prevent  expending  loo 
much  is  to  limit  the  teacher  not  to  exceed  a  certain  sum.  The  commissioners  think  that  if  that  law  were  re- 
pealed they  would  have  less  difficulty,  but  they  are  willing  to  abide  by  it  if  others  are. 

SPOTTSYLVANIA. — The  school  commissioners  consider  orphans  whose  estates  are  not  sufficient  to  edu- 
cate them,  and  children  of  parents  w  ho  are  not  able  to  pay  for  their  schooling,  as  coming  within  the  meaning  of 
the  term  indigent,  used  in  the  law.  Such  as  arc  between  the  ages  of  12  and  14  years  have  been  entered  to 
school  when  there  has  been  a  school  convenient  to  them,  and  their  parents  would  agree  to  send  them.  But  it 
has  sometimes  happened  that  such  have  not  been  entered  to  school,  because  their  parents  were  too  indigent 
to  equip  or  clothe  them  in  a  suitable  way,  and  to  furnish  them  wilh  such  provisions  as  they  would  like  for  them 
to  carry  to  school.  No  preference  has  been  given  to  either  sex.  There  have  not  been  any  public  schools  estab- 
lished in  this  county.  The  privute  schools  are  generally  taught  by  persons  who  are  qualified,  and  the  improve- 
ment of  the  children  answers  the  full  expectations  of  the  commissioners. 

The  commissioner  for  the  Fredericksburg  district  reports  (and  wishes  it  to  be  herein  inserted)  that  he  en- 
tered eleven  boys  and  fourteen  girls  at  three  different  schools  in  the  town  of  Fredericksburg,  conducted  by  com- 
petent teachers;  and  that  he  has  good  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  their  progress,  particularly  with  that  of  the 
girls,  who  arc  taught,  in  addition  to  reading,  writing,  &c.  all  useful  housework,  such  as  spinning,  -weaving,  &c. 
He  believes  that  there  are  at  least  one  hundred  children  in  the  said  town  and  its  vicinity,  who  are  real  objects 
intended  to  be  reached  by  the  primary  school  fund.  At  least  fifty  of  those  children,  in  addition  to  the  twenty- 
five  entered  by  him  as  school  commissioner  and  named  above,  are  now  at  the  different  free  schools  supported 
by  the  town. 

There  are  six  other  schools  male  and  female  in  operation,  and  one  classical  and  mathematical  academy, 
called  the  Fredericksburg  academy,  which  was  incorporated  by  the  last  legislature. 

SURRY. — The  school  commissioners  have  proceeded  to  lay  off*  the  county  into  districts  for  the  grcalcr  con- 
venience ami  advantage  of  the  poor  children  committed  to  their  care,  and  have  assigned  one  district  to  each  of 
the  school  commissioners.    They  report  that  the  usual  circumstances,  to  wit — the  want  of  convenient  schools, 

Eiirents  withdrawing  their  children,  and  sickness  of  children  have  been  the  causes  of  there  being  an  unexpended 
dance  in  the  treasurer's  hands,  and  in  consequence  of  the  treasurer's  being  unable  to  get  in  the  outstanding 
claims  against  the  fund  in  time  to  include  them  in  this  report. 

SUSSEX. — No  remarks. 

TAZEWELL. — The  school  commissioners  report  that  the  district  system  has  not  yet  been  carried  into 
operation  in  this  county,  though  they  are  of  opinion  that  there  are  some  neighbourhoods  where  district  schools 
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would  be  very  important.  But  to  district  the  whole  county  at  this  time,  the  commissioners  would  not  advise. 
The  commissioners  feel  happy  in  saying  that  in  some  instances  they  believe  the  benefits  of  the  fund  have  been 
greatlv  realized  ;  but  in  some  others  it  has  not  been,  greatly  owing  to  the  incompetency  of  teachers.  To  re- 
medy  this  the  commissioners  have  appointed  a  central  committee,  and  no  commissioner  is  authorized  to  sub- 
scribe to  any  teacher  who  docs  not  produce  a  certificate  from  said  committee.  For  further  information  they  beg 
leave  to  refer  to  their  former  reports. 

TYLER.— No  remarks. 

WASHINGTON.— For  more  particular  information  in  regard  to  the  district  free  schools  in  this  county,  the 
appointment  of  trustees  and  teachers,  the  hoard  of  school  commissioners  refer  to  their  annual  report  for  the  year 
1633;  and  to  the  abstract  of  the  returns  of  schoolmasters  of  the  said  district  free  schools. 

From  this  abstract  it  will  be  seen  that  the  tuition  of  3(50  poor  children  at  the  thirty-one  schools  which  have 
been  in  operation  during  the  last  year,  would  if  continued  at  school  the  whole  year  cost  the  sum  of  8204-5,  be- 
ing about  S5  68  per  scholar.  From  the  report  of  the  trustees  of  the  schools  and  observation  of  the  commis- 
sioners, they  feel  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  schools  are  well  conducted,  that  the  children  progress  in  learn- 
ing as  rapidly  as  could  be  expected,  and  that  the  poor  children  make  as  much  improvement  as  the  others. 

The  fund  appropriated  by  law  is  sufficient  for  the  education  of  the  poor  at  present,  but  would  not  be  if  all 
the  schools  in  the  county  were  in  operation  Bt  the  same  time  and  continued  throughout  the  year.  No  person  is 
employed  as  a  teacher  in  any  of  the  said  district  schools  without  being  examined  as  to  his  qualifications  and 
moral  character,  and  certified  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law. 

In  conclusion,  the  commissioners  bt-g  leave  to  state  that  it  is  their  painful  conviction  that  the  present  me- 
thods of  public  education  throughout  the  state  are  comparatively,  yea  almost  entirely  abortive:  a  very  great  por- 
tion of  tho  schoolable  population  do  not  reap  any  advantage  at  all  from  the  expenditure,  and  the  8ctual  instruc- 
tion is  deficient.  They  therefore  respectfully  suggest  that  the  legislature  be  called  upon  to  lake  steps  to  gain  in- 
formation that  will  enable  them  to  fix  upon  some  general  and  uniform  system  of  public  instruction  that  shall  re- 
deem the  character  of  our  slate. 

WARREN. — The  school  commissioners  regard  as  indigent  children  all  orphans  without  property,  and  all 
children  whose  parents  are  poor  and  unable  from  age  or  infirmity  to  educate  them.  The  children  sent  to  school 
by  them  are  generally  between  the  ages  of  six  and  sixteen  years.  No  preference  is  given  to  boys  or  girls.  It 
will  require  a  larger  sum  than  the  present  quota  of  the  county  to  educate  all  the  children  entitled  to  the  benefit 
of  the  bind. 

Some  of  the  schools  have  been  visited  by  the  commissioners  of  the  respective  districts,  others  have  not. 
The  improvement  made  by  the  poor  children  sent  to  school  is  as  good  generally  as  that  of  other  children  in  the 
same  schools,  where  they  attend  regularly,  but  the  commissioners  find  much  difficulty  in  many  instances  in  pro- 
curing the  regular  attendance  of  the  poor  children,  as  they  are  often  kept  at  home  to  labour,  or  for  want  of  suita- 
ble clothing,  and  often  for  other  pretended  causes. 

The  te  achers  arc  not  generally  examined  as  to  their  qualifications,  as  the  commissioners  have  to  8end  the 
poor  children  to  such  teachers  as  are  employed  by  the  neighbours.  They  believe  that  all  who  have  been  em- 
ployed by  them  arc  competent  to  teach  the  children  according  to  tho  intentions  of  the  law.  They  arc  all  known 
to  the  commissioners  as  persons  of  (rood  moral  character. 

The  commissioners  have  hitherto  pursued  the  old  system,  and  arc  not  prepared  to  suggest  any  alterations 
or  modifications  of  the  existing  laws  and  regulations.  They  still  have  undiminished  confidence  in  the  benefits 
to  result  to  the  poor  population  of  the  state  from  a  prudent  and  wise  administration  of  the  Literary  fund. 

WESTMORELAND.— No  report. 

CITY  OF  WILLIAMSBUHG. — One  school  only  has  been  selected  by  the  commissioners  for  the  educa- 
tion of  those  children  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  primary  school  fund  under  their  direction.  This  school  haa 
been  regularly  kept  up,  and  attended  during  the  year  by  those  children  who  have  been  placed  there  by  the  com- 
missioner*. The  teacher  has  had  great  experience  in  the  art  of  teaching  youth,  and  his  capacity  as  a  teacher 
may  be  fairly  ascertained  by  reference  to  the  fact  that  his  school  has  been  well  attended  for  thirty  years  in  this 
city. 

So  allowance  km  been  made  or  charged  on  account  of  the  commissioners,  their  treasurer  or  clerk,  they  agreeing  to 

act  without  compensation. 

The  commissioners  have  not  yet  received  the  portion  of  the  quotas  of  York  county  for  the  years  1832,  1S33, 
1934  and  1S3-5,  to  which  Williamsburg  is  entitled  under  a  special  act  of  assembly,  but  the  settlement  is  in  pro- 
gress and  is  expected  soon  to  be  finished,  and  the  amount  paid  over. 
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The  annual  quota  for  tbe  cily,  say  S  64  23,  is  not  sufficient  to  school  all  those  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  tbe 
fund  iti  this  cily,  but  a  further  sum  of  $  150  will  be  required  for  that  object,  and  yet  it  will  bo  seen  that  there  is 
still  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer;  this  however  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  money  from  different  sources 
has  during  the  past  year  come  into  the  hands  of  the  trensurcr. 

Whatever  suggestions  have  been  heretofore  made  by  the  commissioners  as  to  the  beneficial  effects  resulting 
generally  from  this  charitable  fund,  they  beg  leave  to  report,  with  a  hope  and  earnest  desire  that  the  legislature 
will  not  lose  sight  of  a  measure  so  important  in  its  consequences. 

WYTHE. — No  remarks. 

WOOD.— No  remarks. 


REPORTS  OF  ACADEMIES 


WHICH  HAVE  RECEIVED  AID  FROM  THE  LITERARY  FUND, 

Either  by  direct  ajiproiniution  of  law,  or  through  the  School  Commissioner*, 


FOR  THE  YEAR  183S. 


BOTETOURT  SEMINARY. 

At  a  called  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  Botetourt  seminary  held  at  the  office  of  John  T.  An- 
derson in  the  town  of  Fiucastle,  on  the  :jlst  of  December,  ISMS  : 

On  motion,  it  is  ordered,  that  the  following  report  be  made  to  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Literary 
fund : — That  since  the  last  report  of  this  board  the  institution  under  their  care  has  been  in  the  most  prosperous 
condition.  During  the  last  winter  session  between  sixly  and  seventy  students  attended  the  seminary,  ana  at  its 
close  there  was  a  public  examination  of  the  students,  which  did  great  credit  to  both  teachers  and  students.  At 
the  close  of  the  last  session  there  were  seventy-three  students  who  stood  a  rigid  public  examination  before  the 
board  on  their  various  studies,  which  resulted  gteally  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  the  lward  and  their  parents  and 
guardians.  They  appear  to  be  accurately  taught  in  their  various  studies,  and  their  proficiency  more  (ban  equal- 
led the  highest  expectations.  The  rudiments  of  an  english  education,  and  the  latin  and  greek  languages,  and 
most  of  the  sciences  are  thoroughly  taught  here.  At  the  close  of  the  last  session  the  board  determined  in  future 
to  have  but  one  session  in  (he  year,  and  an  annual  examination  instead  of  a  semi-annual  as  heretofore.  Here- 
after the  session  will  terminate  on  the  15th  of  July  and  commence  on  the  15th  of  September,  so  as  to  have  the 
vacation  at  the  warmest  and  most  unhealthy  season  of  the  year. 

The  present  session  has  commenced  very  well.  There  are  now  S5  students  at  the  institution.  Thomas 
Brown,  Esq.,  continues  to  perform  the  duties  of  principal  of  the  seminary,  to  tbe  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
board,  and  the  parents  and  guardians  of  the  students.  Ue  has  had  for  some  time,  and  continues  the  services  of 
Mr.  A.  B.  Clarke,  an  efficient  assistant,  and  as  soon  as  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Literary  fund  shall 
approve  of  the  act  of  the  school  commissioners  of  Botetourt  county,  by  which  they  appropriated  the  said  coun- 
ty's quota  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  Literary  fund  to  Botetourt  seminary,  the  board  intend  to  procure  the 
aid  of  another  efficient  assistant.    The  support  which  the  board  have  received  from  the  Literary  fund  will  be 
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exhausted  by  the  1st  of  next  April.  They  have  received  the  quota  of  Botetourt  county  of  the  surplus  revenue 
due  on  the  1st  of  January,  183G,  and  one  half  of  the  said  quota  due  on  the  1st  of  January,  1837,  and  put  it 
out  to  interest,  which  enabled  them  to  pay  the  principal  of  the  institution  a  salary  of  $  400  per  annum,  payable 
in  semi-annual  instalments  of  8  200 — the  last  of  which  will  be  due  the  1st  of  next  April.  The  board  cannot 
conclude  this  report  without  expressing  the  hope  that  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Literary  fund  will  im- 
mediately confirm  tho  enlightened  and  patriotic  act  of  the  school  commissioners  for  Botetourt  county,  whereby 
they  appropriated  permanently  the  said  county's  quota  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  Literary  fund  to  this  insti- 
tution. They  have  purchased  an  excellent  pair  of  globes  and  are  now  endeavouring  to  raise  funds  to  purchase  a 
chymical  and  philosophical  apparatus,  and  when  this  shall  be  done  they  cannot  dispense  with  the  services  of 
another  efficient  assistant,  whose  salary  cannot  be  raised  without  the  small  endowment  of  the  said  quota  of  the 
surplus  revenue  of  the  Literary  fund.  A  number  of  poor  children  have  been  entered  by  the  school  commission- 
ers as  students  of  the  seminary  and  are  taught  at  the  price  fixed  by  law. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  ANDERSON,  President  B.  S. 


FOX  HILL  ACADEMY. 

Fox  Hill  Academy,  December  183S. 

The  trustees  of  this  institution,  pursuant  to  an  act  of  assembly  passed  March  2d,  1S3G,  entitled,  "an  act 
appropriating  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  Literary  fund,"  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report: 

The  proportion  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  Literary  fund  accruing  to  the  county  ol  Elizabeth  City  for 
the  year  183S,  was  transferred  by  the  school  commissioners  of  this  county  to  the  Fox  Hill  academy;  and  in 
pursuance  of  an  order  to  that  effect  has  been  paid  over  to  the  principal  teacher  towards  payment  of  his  salary. 
This  seminary  possesses  no  source  of  revenue  except  the  tuition  fees  and  what  is  derived  from  the  surplus  of 
the  Literary  fund,  which  together  are  barely  sufficient  to  keep  the  institution  in  operation  during  the  year. 

The  trustees  having  it  iu  view  to  make  the  institution  as  available  as  possible,  have  raised  a  fund  by  sub- 
scription sufficient  to  budd  a  suitable  schoolhouse,  which  will  be  ready  for  use  by  the  Grst  of  the  ensuing  year. 

There  is  only  one  teacher  employed  in  the  academy,  in  which  are  taught  the  various  branches  of  an  En- 
glish education.  The  number  of  pupils  that  attended  during  the  year,  varied  from  30  to  CO.  The  larger  por- 
tion of  these  consisted  of  paupers,  a  circumstance  which  diminished  much  the  salary  of  the  teacher  and  en- 
hances the  claims  of  the  school  for  aid  from  the  legislature.  Those  who  have  attended  regularly,  the  trustees 
are  happy  to  say  have  been  much  improved. 

The  trustees  look  forward  with  much  hope  to  the  day  when  from  additional  aid  from  the  general  assembly, 
the  sphere  of  the  usefulness  of  the  institution  will  be  greatly  enlarged,  and  the  intellectual  improvement  of  the 
county  be  promoted  in  proportion. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOSEPH  PHILLIPS,  President. 

Elijah  Phillips, 

Secretary  Board  Trustees. 


MARSHALL  ACADEMY. 

To  the  President  and  Directors 

of  the  Literary  Fund  of  Virginia. 

The  trustees  of  the  Marshall  academy  beg  leave  to  report  that  with  the  funds  which  they 
procured  by  private  subscription  they  purchased  one  and  a  quarter  acre  of  land,  erected  a  building  of  brick  50 
feet  by  22,  two  stories  high,  and  which  they  have  been  enabled  to  finish  except  the  painting.  They  have  in- 
curred some  debts  in  sinking  a  well,  enclosing  the  lot,  tec.  which  enabled  them  to  commence  bu-iness  last  year. 

The  academy  is  divided  into  two  departments.  The  primary  School  has  been  placed  under  tho  manage- 
ment of  a  teacher  well  qualified,  and  by  ensuring  him  25  scholars  at  S  12  per  scholar,  he  receives  the  subscrip- 
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tion  for  his  salary.  But  the  trustees  undertake  to  pay  for  all  the  poor  scholars  that  will  attend,  and  such  as  the 
school  commissioners  would  have  provided  for.  To  this  extent  they  use  that  portion  of  the  surplus  revenue  of 
the  school  quota  assigned  to  them  in  this  department. 

The  classical  department  is  under  the  management  of  a  gentleman  well  qualified  to  teach  the  languages, 
mathematics,  &c.  and  lo  whom  they  give  the  sum  of  S500  for  the  first  year,  and  $600  thereafter.  To  provide 
for  this  demand  they  charge  $20  per  aunum  to  the  student,  and  for  the  deficiency  they  look  to  the  surplus  re- 
venue for  assistance. 

The  first  year  they  find  that  they  will  have  occasion  for  every  dollar  they  receive  from  the  Literary  fund, 
to  satisfy  the  claims  of  their  teachers,  but  entertain  a  hope  that  after  the  first  year  they  may  be  able  to  save 
something  towards  purchasing  apparatus,  a  library,  &c. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  LAIDLY,  President. 

Fred'k  G.  L.  Beuhkixg,  Sec'ry. 
Marshall  Academy,  Cabell  county,  6th  February,  1639. 


MARGARET  ACADEMY. 

To  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Literary  Fund. 

Pursuant  to  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  passed  the  27th  of  February,  1S33,  making  it  the  duty 
of  the  trustees  of  Margaret  academy  to  report  annually  to  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Literary  fund, 
shewing  the  state  of  the  funds  of  the  academy,  the  different  sources  of  income,  the  annual  receipts  therefrom, 
and  the  disbursements  and  expenditures  both  of  such  income  and  also  the  appropriation  therein  made,  the 
trustees  of  Margaret  academy  make  the  following  report: 

The  academy  possesses  no  funds  or  sources  of  income  other  than  the  annual  appropriation  of  one  hundred 
dollars  from  the  Literary  fund,  and  what  is  derived  from  tuition  fees.  A  competent  teacher  was  employed  the 
last  year  at  a  salary  of  three  hundred  dollars  in  addition  to  board,  washing  and  lodging,  and  the  overplus  if  any 
arising  from  the  above  sources. 

JOHN  FINNEY,  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Margaret  Academy. 

Tho.  R.  Joynes,  Secretary. 
January  1st,  1839. 


NORFOLK  ACADEMY. 

The  trustees  of  the  Norfolk  academy  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk  respectfully  report  to  the  president  and  di- 
rectors of  the  Literary  fund  that  since  their  last  annual  report  they  have  received  from  the  second  auditor  of 
the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  through  their  treasurer,  Benjamin  Pollard,  the  surplus  quota  for  the  year  183S, 
amounting  to  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars  and  78  cents;  which  (together  with  the  former  appropriation 
from  the  same  source)  has  been  invested  in  stock  well  secured,  and  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent.,  with  a 
view  to  accumulate  a  sufficient  fund  to  enable  them  to  pay  a  respectable  salary  lo  a  competent  teacher. 

As  the  school  commissioners  of  the  borough  of  Norfolk  bave  heretofore  made  a  permanent  appropriation  of 
the  surplus  quota  from  the  Literary  fund  to  the  trustees  of  the  Norfolk  academy,  we  have  directed  our  treasurer 
to  draw  upon  the  superintendent  of  the  said  fund  for  the  surplus  quota  for  the  year  1839. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SWEPSON  WHITEHEAD,  President. 

Attest, 

Benj.  Pollard,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Norfolk,  December  21th,  1838. 

10 

•  •      Digitized  by  Google 


38 


[Doc  No.  4.] 


NORTHUMBERLAND  ACADEMY. 

To  the  President  and  Director*  of  the  Literary  Fund. 

The  trustees  of  the  Northumberland  academy  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  gene- 
ral assembly  in  that  case  made,  provided,  Sec.  brg  leave  to  report  that  the  quota  accruing  to  this  county  from  the 
Literary  fund,  being  still  continued  to  the  benefit  of  the  academy  by  the  school  commissioners  of  the  said  county, 
the  board  of  trustees  applied  the  same  the  past  session  (which  ended  the  last  of  November)  towards  compensa- 
ting the  principal  teacher  or  professor  of  this  institution.  The  tuition  fees  still  stand  at  the  rates  to  which  they 
were  reduced  by  a  resolution  of  the  board  some  time  since,  as  will  more  fully  appear  from  a  reference  to  the 
last  report  of  this  board  made  to  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Literary  fund. 

This  institution  still  continues  lo  receive  the  patronage  of  the  public  and  to  come  up  to  the  warmest  antici- 
pations of  its  friends.  The  number  of  students  the  last  session  was  fifty ;  a  number  equal  to  that  of  any  pre- 
ceding session  for  some  years  past.  The  expenses  at  this  institution,  it  is  believed,  are  lower  than  at  any  simi- 
lar institution  in  the  stale,  and  are  lower  than  those  of  some  of  the  private  schools  in  the  vicinity,  lo  say  nothing 
of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  library,  maps,  globes,  instruments,  &c. 

No  pains  have  been  spared  by  the  board  to  raise  the  character  and  extend  as  widely  as  possible  the  benefits 
of  this  institution.  They  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  services  of  Peter  M'Viccar,  esq.  late  of  Soulh  Caro- 
lina, for  the  ensuing  year,  whose  literary  attainments  and  moral  standing  leave  no  doubt  of  hisfilncssto  preside 
over  this  or  any  similar  institution. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

W.  BASYE,  Chairman. 

Attest, 

J.  M.  Smith,  Secretary  pro  tern. 
December  2Ut,  1838. 


RANDOLPH  MACON  COLLEGE. 

In  obedience  to  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  incorporating  Randolph  Macon  college,  the  board  of 
trustees  report  to  the  president  and  directors  of  ihe  Literary  fund  the  general  condition  of  that  institution. 

FUNDS. 

The  funds  of  the  college  consist  of  subscriptions  made  by  individuals,  and  amount  to  about  $  90,000,  the 
most  of  which  has  been  collected  and  expended  in  the  erection  of  buildings,  in  the  purchase  of  a  library,  appa- 
ratus, and  in  the  payment  of  salaries  of  officers  and  agents,  (and  the  remainder  will  not  be  sufficient  to  pay  the 
debts  due  for  the  buildings.  Tuition  fees  and  four  thousand  dollars  vested  in  6  per  cent,  slock  constitute  the 
present  available  funds  of  the  institution,  while  it  is  confidently  expected  that  other  resources  will  be  received 
from  Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  yet  nothing  like  sufficient  to  defray  the  current  expenses  of  the  college. 

STUDIES. 

These  are  divided  into  five  departments : 

1.  Moral  science. 

2.  Natural  science. 

3.  Mathematics. 

4.  Ancient  languages. 

6.  English  literature  and  Modern  languages. 
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TEACHERS. 

There  are  a  president  with  a  salary  of       -  $  1500  per  annum. 

Four  professors  with  a  salary  of               -  1200  each. 

One  tutor  with  a  salary  of  -  500 
One  teacher  of  the  preparatory  school  with  a  salary  of  800 

NUMBER  OF  STUDENTS,  EXPENSES,  &C. 

Number  of  students  120. 

Tuition  in  college  for  the  year,             -             -  -             -       35  00 

Deposit  fee  for  damages,  servants'  hire,  &c.          -  -              -         5  00 

Board  for  9£  months  at  $  8  per  month,                 -  -             -       76  00 

Bedding  and  washing,          -             -             -  -             -       16  00 

Candles  and  wood,               -              -             -  -              -       10  00 


All  expenses  except  for  clothing,  text  books,  &c,  -  -    $142  00 


The  college  very  much  needs  funds  to  complete  both  the  library  and  apparatus,  and  permanent  means  to 
support  its  faculty,  as  well  as  to  pay  its  debts,  and  respectfully  solicits  the  general  assembly  in  iu  wisdom,  to 
afford  out  of  its  abundant  resources,  the  means  necessary  to  secure  those  objects. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JNO.  EARLY,  President 

of  the  Board  of  Trustee*. 

Randolph  Macon  College,  January  ltt,  1839. 


RICHMOND  ACADEMY. 

Richmond,  July  30th,  1839. 

James  Brown,  Jr.  Second  Auditor. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Richmond  academy  held  this  day,  it  was 
"  Ordered,  That  it  be  certified  to  the  second  auditor  that  the  surplus  quota  of  the  Literary  fund  received  by 
the  Richmond  academy  for  the  last  year  was  wholly  expended  for  the  purposes  of  instruction,  and  that  A.  Ro- 
binson, jr.  the  treasurer,  be  authorized  to  receive  the  quota  for  the  present  year." 

From  the  minutes, 

S.  MAUPIN,  Secretary. 


STRASBURG  ACADEMY. 

Pursuant  to  a  joint  resolution  of  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia,  passed  on  the  25th  day  of  February, 
1835,  the  trustees  of  Strasburg  academy  make  the  following  report  to  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Literary 
fund,  viz:  By  the  will  of  Christian  Stover,  deceased,  a  lot  adjoining  the  town  of  Strasburg  containing  19  acres 
was  devised  for  an  academy,  which  was  inrorporatefl  afterward  by  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia, 
and  trustees  appointed  by  the  county  court  of  Shenandoah,  who  rented  the  land  at  about  75  dollars  per  annum  ; 
arid  in  anticipation  of  the  rents  the  trustees  erected  a  suitable  building  for  the  school,  and  also  a  dwelling  bouse 
and  other  necessary  buildings  for  the  use  of  the  teacher  and  family.    All  the  buildings  are  substantial  brick 
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buildings,  well  finished  and  in  good  condition ;  and  tbe  institution  is  now  in  debt  to  about  the  sum  of  four  hun- 
dred dollars. 

The  academy  is  now  occupied  by  a  competent  principal  and  an  assistant,  and  the  number  of  pupils 
amounts  to  about  25.  The  teachers  receive  no  salary  except  the  tuition  fees,  and  the  amount  appropriated  du- 
ring the  current  year  by  the  board  of  school  commissioners,  say  126  dollars.  The  fees  for  tuition  are,  for  the 
English  branches  from  12  to  16  dollars,  and  for  the  Languages  from  24  to  32  dollars. 

D.  STICKLEY,  President. 

W.  Gatewood,  Secretary  pro  tern. 
December  29,  183S. 


WASHINGTON  ACADEMY. 

The  trustees  of  the  Washington  academy  do  hereby  respectfully  report  that  they  have  appropriated  the 
portion  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  Literary  fund,  awarded  this  institution  by  the  school  commissioners  of 
Westmoreland  county,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $  171  96,  in  aid  of  the  salary  of  the  principal  of  this  academy, 
as  will  appear  by  the  following  extract  from  the  records  of  this  board,  viz  : 

At  a  called  meeting  of  the  board  of  trustees  held  December  1st,  1838,  Resolved,  That  the  fund  arising  from 
the  surplus  revenue  of  the  Literary  fund  of  this  commonwealth,  and  awarded  this  institution  by  the  school  com- 
missioners of  this  county  for  the  present  year,  and  already  received,  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  to  H.  J. 
Foster,  principal  of  this  academy,  in  aid  of  his  salary. 

Signed, 

H.  TAYLOR, 

Benj.  F.  Stewaet,  Secretary. 
December  18fA,  1838. 
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BOOKS  IN  USE  IN  THE  PRIMARY  SCHOOLS  IN  1838. 

AmJierst. — Webster  and  Murray's  Spelling  Books,  Murray's  Grammar,  New  York  and  English  Readers,  Pike's 
Arithmetic,  Adams's  Geography. 

Alleghany. — American  Primer,  Webster's  Comly's  Spelling  Book,  New  York  Reader  1,  2  and  3,  American  Pre- 
ceptor, Murray's  Introduction,  English  Reader  and  Sequel,  Bible  Testaments,  Peter  Parley's, 
Woodbridge's  and  Adams's  Geographies,  Pike's  Arithmetic,  Walker's  and  Webster's  Diction- 
aries, English  Grammar,  Exercise  and  Key. 

Amelia. — Webster's  and  Comley's  Spelling  Books,  New  York  Readers  1,  2  and  3,  Cobb's  Juvenile  Readers  1,  2 
and  3,  Parley's  Talcs,  Parley's  America,  Europe,  Asia  and  Africa,  1st  and  2d  Book  of*  History, 
Parley  and  Olney's  Geography,  Olncy's  Reader,  Walker's  Dictionary,  Grimshaw's  History  of 
U.  States,  Smith's  and  Pike's  Arithmetic,  Murray's  Grammar,  &c. 

Augusta.— Webster's  Spelling  Book,  New  York  Readers  1,  2  and  3,  English  Reader,  Murray's  Grammar,  Pike's 
Arithmetic,  Smilcy's  Geography,  &c. 

Braxton. — Webster's  Spelling  Book,  Testament,  Bible  and  English  Reader. 

Botetourt. — American  Primer,  Webster,  Burham  and  Elementary  Spelling  Books,  New  York  Reader  1,  2  and  3, 
Murray's  Introduction,  English  Reader,  Columbian  Orator,  American  Speaker,  Walker's  Dic- 
tionary, Scott's  Lessons,  Bible  Testament,  Pike's  Arithmetic,  Smith's  Arithmetic,  Adams's  and 
Olncy's  Geography. 

Brooke. — United  States,  Western  and  Cobb's  Spelling  Books,  New  Testament  and  Bible,  Introduction  and  En- 
glish Reader,  Western  Calculator  and  Walsh's  Arithmetic,  Sec. 

Brunswick. — Webster's  Spelling  Book,  Walker's  Dictionary,  Introduction  and  English  Reader,  Pike's  Arithmetic, 
Morse's  Geography,  Sec. 

Cabtll. — American  Spelling  Book,  Introduction  and  English  Reader. 

Campbell. — New  York  Primer  and  Spelling  Book,  Webster's  Spelling  Book,  Parley's  Works,  New  York  Reader, 
English  Reader  and  American  Preceptor,  Scott's  Lessons,  Bible  and  Testament,  Grimshaw's 
United  States,  Walker's  Dictionary,  Pike's  Arithmetic,  Olney's  Geography  and  Atlas,  Mitchell's 
Map  of  U.  States,  Lewis's  Map  of  the  World,  Murray's  Grammar,  Exercise  and  Key,  Kirk- 
ham's  English  Grammar. 

Caroline. — Comley's,  Webster's  and  New  York  Spelling  Books,  American  Primer,  English  Grammar,  New  York 
and  English  Readers. 

Charles  City. — Scott's  Lessons,  English  Reader,  Testament,  Fenning's  Spelling  Book,  History  United  States, 
Webster's  Spelling  Book,  New  York  Reader,  Life  of  Washington,  History  of  Greece,  Intro- 
duction, Sec. 

Charlotte. — Webster's  Spelling  Book,  New  York  Reader,  English  Reader,  American  Preceptor,  Pike's  and  Smith's 
Arithmetic,  New  Testament,  Parley's,  Olney's  and  Woodbridge's  Geography. 

Clarke. — Comley's  Spelling  Book,  Introduction  to  English  Reader,  Parley's  History,  English  and  New  York 
Readers  and  General  History. 

Chesterfield. — Webster's,  Comley's,  Union,  American  and  New  York  Spelling  Books,  New  York  Reader,  Murray's 
Introduction  and  English  Reader,  Bible  and  Testament,  Adams's,  Parley's,  Woodbridge's, 
Olney's  and  Cummings's  Geographies,  Grimshaw's  United  States,  Greece,  Rome  and  England, 
Smith's  and  Murray's  English  Grammars,  Exercises  and  Key,  and  Walker's  Dictionary. 

Culpeyer. — Webster's  and  other  Spelling  Books,  New  York  Reader  1,  2  and  3,  U.  S.  Reader  1,  2  and  3,' Pike's 
and  other  Arithmetics,  Walker's  and  other  Dictionaries. 

Dinwiddie. — Comley's  Spelling  Book,  English  Reader,  Pike's  Arithmetic,  Walker's  Dictionary. 

Fairfax. — Comley's  Spelling  Book,  Murray's  English  Reader,  and  Jess's  Arithmetic,  fee. 

Fauquier. — Comley's  Spelling  Book,  Webster's  Spelling  Book,  Emerson's  Spelling  Book,  Elementary  Spoiling 
Book,  Adams's  Spelling  Book,  Introduction  to  Reading,  Peter  Parley,  United  States  Reader, 
English  Reader,  New  York  Reader,  American  Preceptor,  Scott's  Lessons,  U.  S.  History,  His- 
tory of  Distinguished  Worthies,  Life  of  Marion,  Histories  of  Greece  and  Rome,  Murray's 
Grammar,  Testament,  Pike's  Arithmetic  and  Geography,  Walker's  Dictionary. 

Franklin. — Webster's  Spelling  Book,  New  York  Reader,  Walker's  Dictionary  and  Pike's  Arithmetic. 

Frederick. — Comley's,  Webster's  and  New  York  Spelling  Books,  Child's  Books  1,  2,  3  and  4,  Juvenile  Render, 
English  Reader,  Introduction  and  Sequel,  American  Preceptor,  Murray's  and  Kirkham's 
Grammars,  Jess's,  Pike's,  Parke's  and  Smiley's  Arithmetics,  Parley's  and  Olney's  Geogra- 
phies, Testament,  Walker's  Dictionary,  &c. 
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Floyd. — Webster's  Spelling  Book,  Bible  and  Testament,  &c.  Pike's  Arithmetic,  Sec- 
Gray  ion. — Webster's  Spelling  Book,  New  York  Reader,  English  Reader,  Pike's  Arithmetic. 
(iiUs. — Webster's  Spelling  Book,  English  Reader  und  Introduction,  Bible  and  Testament,  Histories  of  U.  States, 

Greece  and  Rome,  Fowler's  Arithmetic,  Geography,  &c. 
Gloucester. — New  York  Spelling  Book,  Murray's  Grammar,  New  \ork  Reader  1,  2  and  3,  Grimshaw's  Histories, 

Walker's  Dictionary,  and  Pike's  Arithmetic. 
Halifax. — American  Primer,  Webster's  Spelling  Book,  New  York  Reader  1,  2  and  3,  English  Reader,  Bible  and 

Testament,  Walker's  Dictionary,  &c.  &c. 
Hanover. — Webster's  Elementary  Book,  New  York  Spelling  Book,  Union  Spelling  Book,  Scholar's  Guide,  En- 
glish Header,  New  Yoik  Reader,  Peter  Parley's  Books,  Goodrich's  History,  Testament,  Bax- 
ter's Call,  Religious  Letters,  Adams's  and  Olney's  Geographies,  &c. 
Harrison.— United  States,  Cobb's,  Elementary  and  Webster's  Spelling  Books,  English  Reader  and  Introduction, 

Testament  and  Pike's  Aiilhmelic. 
Henry. — New  York  Header,  English  Reader  and  Pike's  Arithmetic. 

Henrico. — New  York  Spelling  Book  and  Reader  1,  2  and  3,  Murray's  Grammar  and  Pike's  Arithmetic. 
Itle  of  Wight. — American  Primer.  Webster's  and  U.  S.  Spiling  Books,  Testament,  English  Reader  and  Intro- 
duction and  Arithmetic. 

Jaclson. — Webster's  Spelling  Book,  English  Header  and  Introduction,  Olney's  Geography  and  Atlas,  Murray's 

Grammar,  Pike's  and  Smiley's  Arithmetic. 
James  City. — Webster's  Spelling  Book,  English  and  New  York  Readers. 

Kanawha. — Webster's  anil  Cobb's  Spelling  Books,  Pickett's  2d  Header,  M'Gufley's  3d  and  4th  Reader,  New- 
York  Reader,  Parley's  Works,  English  Reader,  History  of  U.  States,  Life  of  Franklin,  Life 
of  Washington,  Bible  and  Testament,  Walker's  Dictionary,  Smith's  and  Murray's  Grammar, 
Smith's  and  Wood  bridge's  Geography,  Pike's,  Smiley's  and  Smith's  Arithmetic. 

King  William. — Union,  New  York  and  Webster's  Spelling  Books,  Early  Lessons,  English  Reader,  and  New 
York  Render  1,  2  and  3,  Sanford  and  Merton,  Smith's  and  Murray's  Grammars,  Olney's  Geo- 
graphy, Pike's  and  Colburu's  Arithmetics. 

King  »y  Queen. — Worcester  and  American  Primers,  Webster's  Spelling  Book,  New  York  Reader  1,  2  and  3,  En- 
glish Reader  and  Introduction,  Spectator,  Columbian  Orator,  Sanford  and  Merton,  American 
Preceptor,  New  Testament  and  Bible,  Christian  Resolution,  Life  of  Buchamn,  Histories  of 
Greece  and  Rome,  Life  of  Washington,  Walker's  Dictionary,  Parley's  United  States,  Smith's, 
Adams's,  and  Olney's  Geography,  Smith's  and  Pike's  Arithmetic. 

Lancaster. — Webster's  Spelling  Book,  United  States  Reader,  Sec. 

Lee. — Webster's  Spelling  Book,  English  Reader  and  Introduction,  United  Stales  Reader,  Testament,  Walker's 

Dictionary,  Murray's  Grammar,  Pike's  Arithmetic,  &c. 
Lewi*.— Webster's  Spelling  Book,  U.  S.  Reader,  Pike's  Arithmetic. 

Loudoun. — Comlcy's,  Webster's  and  Hazen's  Spelling  Books,  Testaments,  Bibles  and  Sabbath  School  Books, 
Sanford  and  Merton,  Grimshaw's  Histories,  U.  S.  Reader,  N.  V.  Reader,  English  Reader,  Par- 
ley's Histories,  American  Tutor,  Class  Book  I,  2  and  3,  Smith's  Grammar,  Murray's  Gram- 
mar and  Introduction,  Pike's,  Jess's  and  Smith's  Arithmetics,  Adams's  and  Huntingdon's 
Goographies,  Walker's  Dictionary. 

Lunenburg. — Webster's  Spelling  Bonk,  English  Reader,  Parley's  Geography,  Walker's  Dictionary. 

Mason. — Webster's  Spi  lling  Bonk,  U.  S.  Primer,  Parley's  Talcs,  Murray's  Reader  and  Introduction,  American 
Preceptor,  the  Bible  and  Testament,  Pike's  and  Smiley's  Arithmetics. 

Madison. — Elementary  and  New  York  Spelling  Books,  New  York  and  English  Readers,  Walker's  Dictionary, 
Murray's  Grammar,  Adams's  Geography,  Pike's  Arithmetic,  &c.  &c. 

MccUtnburg. — American  Primer,  Webster's  Spelling  Book,  New  York  Readers  1,  2  and  3,  American  Preceptor, 
Murray's  [otroduction, English  Reader,  Murray's  Grammar,  Bibles,  Testaments,  &c.  Walker's 
Dictionary,  Pike's  and  Park's  Arithmetics. 

Monongalia. — American  Primer,  U.  S.  and  Webster's  Spelling  Books,  English  and  Juvenile  Readers,  Bible  and 
Testament,  Murray's  and  Parley's  Geography  and  Grammar,  Smith's  and  Pike's  Arithmetics. 

Morgan. — Comlcy's,  Elementary  and  Webster's  Spelling  Books,  Cobb's  New  York  and  English  Reader,  and  In- 
troduction to  English  Reader,  Jess's  Arithmetic. 

Nanscmond. — Webster's  Spelling  Book,  Murray's  Grammar,  Daboll's  Arithmetic,  English  Header  and  Introduc- 
tion, Parley's  Geography. 

New  Kent. — American  Primer,  Webster's,  Comlcy's,  Universal  and  New  York  Spelling  Books,  English,  Ameri- 
can and  Cobb's  Readers,  Testament,  History  of  Greece,  Walker's  Dictionary,  English  Gram- 
mar and  Olney's  Geography  and  Atlas. 

Northampton.— Comlcy's  and  Webster's  Spelling  Books,  1st  and  2d  Class  Readers,  Testament,  Pike's  Arithmetic, 
Adams's  Geography,  and  History  U.  States. 
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Northumberland.— Comley's  and  Webster's  Spelling  Books,  New  York  Reader,  1,  2  and  3,  Murray's  Introduc- 
tion and  English  Reader,  Testament,  Walker's  Dictionary,  Pike's  Arithmetic. 
Nottoway. — New  York  Readers  1  and  2,  and  Pike's  Arithmetic. 

Orange. — New  York  Spelling  Book,  Webster's  Spelling  Book,  Expositor,  New  York  Reader  and  B.  Lectures, 
Cobb's  Reader,  U.  S.  Reader,  Parley's  Tales,  Life  of  Franklin,  Murray's  Grammar,  Olney's 
Geography,  Pike's  Arithmetic. 

Ohio. — U.  S.  Primer,  New  England  Primer,  U.  States,  American  and  Webster's  Spelling  Books,  Electic,  English 
and  Elementary  Readers,  Histories  of  United  Slates,  England,  Rome  and  Greece,  Webster's 
Goodrich's  and  Grimshaw's  History  of  United  Slates,  Young  Orator,  Columbian  Orator,  Bible, 
Testament,  Kirkham's  Grammar,  Olney's,  Woodbridgc's,  Smiley's,  and  Parley's  Geographies, 
Jess's,  Pike's  and  Slocumb's  Arithmetics. 

Patrick. — New  York  Primer,  Cobb's  and  Webster's  Spelling  Books,  New  York  Reader,  English  Reader  and  In- 
troduction, Popular  Lessons,  New  Testament,  Life  of  Washington,  Life  of  Marion,  History  of 
the  Indian  War,  History  of  the  U.  Slates,  Pilgrim's  Progress,  Pike's  Arithmetic. 

rretton. — American  Primer,  Webster's  Spelling  Book,  Murray's  Introduction,  English  Reader  and  Sequel,  Bible, 
Testament,  Histories  of  U.  States,  Greece,  Rome  and  England,  Jess's  and  Pike's  Arithmetic, 
Walker's  Dictionary. 

Prince  William. — Comley's  and  Webster's  Spelling  Books,  New  York  and  U.  S.  Readers,  Bible  and  Testament, 
Murray's  Introduction,  Grammar,  Exercise  and  Key,  Walker's  Dictionary,  and  Pike's  Arith- 
metic. | 

Prince  Edward. — American  Primer,  Webster's  Spelling  Book,  New  York  Reader,  Bible  and  Testament,  Mur- 
ray's Grammar,  Walker's  Dictionary,  Pike's  Arithmetic,  Adams's,  Woodbridgc's  and  Parley's 
Geographies. 

Pocahontas. — American  Primer,  Webster's  Spelling  Book,  U.  S.  Reader,  Sec. 

Pourhatan. — American  Primer,  Webster's  Spelling  Book,  New  York  Readers,  1,  2  and  3,  American  Preceptor, 
Murray's  Introduction,  English  Reader  and  Sequel,  Murray's  English  Grammar,  Exercises 
and  Key,  Adams's,  Olney's,  Cummings's  and  Parley's  Geographies. 

Randolph. — Webster's  Old  and  New  Spelling  Books,  Cobb's  Sequel,  1,  2  and  3,  English  Reader,  Jess's  and 
Pike's  Arithmetic. 

Rappahannock. — Parley's  1st  and  2nd  Books,  Murray's  Grammar,  Walker's  Dictionary,  Adams's  Geography,  &c. 

Rockbridge. — Burnham's  and  Webster's  Spelling  Books,  New  Testament,  New  York  Reader,  1st  Book  of  His- 
tory, Pike's  and  Smith's  Arithmetics,  Walker's  Dictionary,  Olney's,  Smiley's,  Parley's  and 
Woodbridgc's  Geographies. 

Rockingham. — Webster's  and  Comley's  Spelling  Books,  Blair's  Reading  Exercises,  Murray's  Introduction,  En- 
glish Reader  and  Sequel,  New  York  Header,  L,  2  and  3,  Bible,  New  Testament,  Murray's 
Grammar,  Walker's  Dictionary,  Adams's  Geography,  Pike's  Arithmetic,  &c. 

Stafford. — Webster's  Spelling  Book,  New  York  Render,  Pike's  Arithmetic,  &c. 

Shenandoah. — Comley's  and  Webster's  Spelling  Books,  New  York  Reader,  1,2  and  3,  Murray's  Introduction, 
English  Reader,  Bible,  Testament,  Grimshaw's  Histories  of  U.  States,  Rome,  Greece  and 
England,  Murray's  and  Kirkham's  Grammars,  Adams's,  Olney's  and  Parley's  Geographies, 
Jess's,  Pike's  and  Park's  Arithmetic. 

SpoUsyhania. — Juvenile,  New  York  and  Universal  Spelling  Books,  Parley's  Talcs,  New  York  Reader,  Testa- 
ment, Walker's  Dictionary,  Pike's  Arithmetic,  &c. 

Scott. — Webster's  and  Elementary  Spelling  Books,  New  York  Readers,  1,  2  and  3,  American  Preceptor,  Bible 
and  Testament,  Pike's,  Parker's  and  Fowler's  Aiillunetic,  Walker's  Dictionary,  Woodbridgc's, 
Cummings's  and  Parley's  Gengraphies,  Murray's  English  Grammar,  Exercise  and  Key. 

Smyth. — Webster's  and  Elementary  Spelling  Books,  American  Primer,  New  York  Readers,  1,  2  and  3,  Ameri- 
can Preceptor,  Murray's  Introduction,  English  Reader  and  Sequel,  Woodbridge's  and  Peter 
Parley's  Geographies,  Grimshaw's  Histories  of  U.  States,  Rome,  Greece  and  England, 
Murray's  Grammar,  Exercise  and  Key,  Walker's  Dictionary,  Jess's  and  Pike's  Arithmetics, 
Gibson's  Surveying,  &c. 

Surry.— Murray's  Spelling  Book!  English  Grammar,  Bible,  Testament,  Scott's  Lessons,  Walker's  Dictionary, 
and  Pike's  Arithmetic. 

Sussex. — 

Warren, — American  Primer,  Comley's  and  Webster's  Spelling  Books,  U.  S.  Render,  American  Preceptor, 
Murray's  Grammar,  Exercises  and  Key,  Introduction,  English  Reader  and  Sequel,  Bible, 
Testament,  Walker's  Dictionary,  Jess's,  Pike's  and  Park's  Arithmetics,  Adams's,  Olney's  and 
Parley's  Geographies. 

Washington. — New  York,  Cobb's,  Union  and  Washington  Primers,  American,  Emerson's.  National,  New  York, 
Websler's  and  Elementary  Spelling  Books,  Emerson's,  English,  National,  New  York  and 
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Class  Readers,  Parley's  Tales,  Testament  and  Bible,  Pike's,  Smilcy's  and  Jess's  . 
Butler's,  Olney's,  Srailey's  and  Woodbridge's  Geographies,  Kirkham's  and  Murray's  Gram- 


mars. 


Westmoreland. — Webster's  Spelling  Book,  United  States  and  New  York  Readers. 

Wythe. — Webster's,  American  and  Elementary  Spelling  Books,  New  York,  United  States  and  2nd  Class 
Readers,  one  Testament,  Smiley's  Geography,  and  Adams's  Geography  and  Atlas.  • 
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AUDITOR'S  REPORT 


ON  THE 


REVENUE  LAWS. 


AUDITOR'S  OFFICE,  2nd  December,  1839. 

The  general  assembly,  by  a  resolution  adopted  on  the  5th  April,  1839,  directed  the  auditor  of  public  ac- 
counts to  prepare  and  lay  before  that  body  at  the  commencement  ot  its  present  session  a  revision  of  the  revenue 
laws  of  this  commonwealth,  with  such  amendments  to  the  same  as  in  his  opinion  were  necessary.  He  was 
also  directed  to  enquire  into  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  adopting  the  ad  valorem  principle  in  the  imposi- 
tion of  all  taxes  ;  and  also  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  changing  the  mode  of  compensating  commissioners 
of  the  revenue,  and  attorneys  for  the  commonwealth  in  the  circuit  superior  courts  of  law  and  chancery. 

In  considering  the  Grst  branch  of  the  resolution  above  referred  to,  the  auditor  experienced  some  difficulty 
in  determining  the  precise  meaning  and  extent  of  the  terms  "  revenue  laws."  Allowing  those  terms  the  broadest 
construction,  they  might  be  supposed  to  embrace  a  great  variety  of  statutes  which  in  whole  or  in  part  have  some 
relation  to  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  government,  but  as  this  was  obviously  not  the  design  of  the  legislature,  it 
has  been  deemed  expedient  for  the  present  at  least  to  confine  the  revision  to  all  those  laws  commencing  widi  the 
revised  acts  of  1S19,  which  relate  to  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the  taxable  property  of  the  commonwealth,  and 
of  collecting  the  public  revenue,  including  the  taxes  on  licenses.  All  these  various  nets  have  been  carefully 
collated  and  consolidated  into  the  two  bills  numbered  1  and  2,  which  accompany  this  report.  The  last  men- 
tioned bill,  however,  contains  only  a  single  variation  from  the  act  of  1834,  all  the  laws  relating  tolicenses  having 
been  reduced  into  one  at  that  time.  To  each  of  the  bills,  particularly  the  former,  various  proposed  amendments 
are  appended,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  general  assembly,  which  amendments,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  auditor,  are  necessary  in  order  to  render  the  system  more  intelligible  to  the  commissioners  and  collectors  of 
the  revenue,  and  more  effective  and  uniform  in  its  execution. 

In  regard  to  the  expediency  of  adopting  the  ad  valorem  principle  in  the  imposition  of  all  taxes,  the  auditor 
is  of  opinion,  from  the  best  consideration  bestowed  upon  the  subject,  that  the  change  would  be  attended  by 
much  inconvenience  in  practice  without  any  redeeming  advantage.  According  to  the  system  heretofore  pursued, 
land  and  its  improvements  constitute  the  only  subject  upon  which  taxes  arc  imposed  upon  the  ad  valorem  princi- 
ple, unless  carriages  be  also  considered  an  exception.  In  relation  to  the  latter,  however,  it  is  believed  that 
cither  from  the  neglect  of  the  commissioners  to  make  appraisements  in  person,  or  from  too  easy  a  reliance  upon 
the  owner's  estimate,  the  specific  minimum  tax  is  assessed  in  a  majority  of  cases  without  reference  to  value,  and 
therefore  operates  unequally.  The  same  consequences  of  inequality  and  itijustice,  it  is  feared,  would  also  result 
if  the  ad  valorem  and  minimum  principle  were  applied  in  the  taxation  of  slaves  and  horses.  The  valuations,  if 
made  in  good  faith,  would  be  attended  by  considerable  trouble,  and  it  would  be  almost  impossible,  from  that 
cause  alone,  to  ensure  a  uniform  and  faithful  execution  of  the  law.  The  tax,  moreover,  upon  slaves  and  horses 
has  hitherto  been,  and  is  likely  for  some  time  to  be,  loo  inconsiderable  to  justify  a  change  in  the  mode  of  its  as- 
sessment. The  imposition  of  a  spuific  rate  of  taxation  upon  personal  property,  allowing  no  discretion  to  the 
commissioner  or  to  the  owner,  is  far  more  simple  than  an  ad  valorem  assessment,  is  as  equitable  in  practice  if 
not  in  theory,  and  presents  fewer  temptations  to  perjury. 

The  auditor  has  also  considered  the  third  branch  of  the  resolution  of  the  general  assembly,  which  directs 
an  enquiry  into  the  expediency  of  changing  the  mode  of  compensating  commissioners  of  the  revenue  and  attor- 
neys for  the  commonwealth  in  the  circuit  superior  courts.  The  existing  Inw  in  relation  to  commissioners  of  the 
revenue,  authorizes  the  county  and  corporation  courts  to  fix  a  reasonable  time  for  the  performance  of  their  du- 
ties, and  to  allow  them  a  compensation  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per  day,  not  exceeding  a  prescribed  maximum, 
which  varies  in  different  counties;  and  the  judges  of  the  circuit  superior  courts  may,  in  like  manner,  allow  a 
reasonable  compensation  to  the  attorneys  prosecuting  in  behalf  of  the  commonwealth,* not  exceeding  one  hundred 


Digitized  by  Google 


2 


[Doc.  No.  5.] 


dollars  per  annum.  Both  of  these  allowances  are  now  certified  to  the  auditor,  and  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of 
the  commonwealth,  and  it  is  presumed  that  the  legislature,  in  directing  an  enquiry  into  the  expediency  of  chang- 
ing the  mode  of  compensation,  had  reference  to  the  substitution  of  some  other  fund  or  source  of  payment  besides 
the  common  treasury  of  the  state.  The  auditor  is  not  aware  of  any  fund  other  than  the  slate  treasury  which 
could  be  conveniently  provided  for  the  payment  of  public  claims,  unless  it  be  that  which  is  raised  by  county  and 
corporation  levies ;  ana  from  all  the  reflection  which  he  can  give  to  the  subject,  he  does  not  consider  it  expedient 
to  exchange  the  existing  system  for  one  which  is  certainly  liable  to  strong  objection.  The  office  of  commissioner 
is  of  vital  importance  to  the  revenue  system  of  the  state,  and  his  direct  responsibility  to  some  central  authority 
for  the  proper  and  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties  is  absolutely  essential.  It  is  extremely  questionable  whether 
this  responsibility,  which  is  now  secured  by  a  variety  of  enactments,  would  not  be  materially  lessened  if  his 
compensation  for  public  services  should  come  from  any  other  quarter  than  the  state  treasury.  Though  appointed 
by  a  local  tribunal,  and  his  functions  restricted  to  a  particular  district,  he  is  in  every  just  view  of  the  subject  a 
state  officer,  and  should  look  to  the  state  alone  for  remuneration.  Nor  would  there  be  any  saving  to  the  public, 
or  gain  to  the  tax  payers  of  the  country,  by  the  substitution  of  any  other  plan  for  that  which  is  in  use.  The  same 
amount  would  be  drawn  from  the  pockets  of  the  people,  and  the  only  difference  would  consist  in  ihe  diflercnt 
mode  of  raising  and  disbursing  the  money. 

The  same  remarks,  with  some  qualification,  might  be  urged  against  any  alteration  in  the  existing  law  re- 
gulating the  allowances  to  prosecuting  attorneys  in  the  superior  courts.  They  derive  iheir  appointments  from 
the  judges  presiding  in  those  courts,  are  directly  accountable  to  them,  and  have  very  important  duties  to  dis- 
cbarge in  sustaining  the  criminal  jurisprudence  of  the  country.  Is  there  any  just  reason,  therefore,  why  their 
compensation  should  depend  upon  county  assessments,  which,  without  being  less  burthensome  than  state  taxa- 
tion, would  in  all  probability  be  attended  "by  greater  delay,  uncertainty  and  irregularity  in  their  collection  and 
disbursement. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JA'S  £.  HEATH, 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 
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TO  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  VIRGINIA. 


BANK  OF  VIRGINIA,  December  3,  1839. 

The  president  and  directors  of  this  inslitution,  having  resolved  on  the  12th  of  October  last,  that  "  it  is  expe- 
dient to  suspend  specie  payments  for  the  present,"  feel  it  lo  be  their  duly  briefly  to  assign  their  reasons  for  this 
proceeding,  to  the  general  assembly,  to  whom  the  bauk  owes  its  corporate  existence,  and  to  whom  it  is  amena- 
ble for  its  acts. 

On  the  29th  day  of  May  last  a  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders  was  held  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
and  deciding  on  the  acceptance  of  the  new  charter  granted  by  the  legislature.  At  that  meeting  the  individual 
stockholders  considered  the  provisions  of  that  charter  so  onerous,  that  u  large  majority  of  them  preferred  that  the 
old  charier  should  expire  at  the  end  of  its  term,  to  the  acceptance  of  the  renewal  of  it  on  the  conditions  it  con- 
tained, but  they  were  overruled  by  the  preponderating  vote  of  the  treasurer,  whose  discretion  that  officer  con- 
sidered as  taken  away  by  the  passage  of  the  law,  and  thus  having  the  charter  to  which  they  could  not  consent, 
imposed  on  them,  they  resolved  to  appeal  through  a  committee  to  the  enlightened  liberality  of  the  general 
assembly,  for  such  a  modification  of  the  law  bs  they  deemed  just  and  proper.  The  bank,  nevertheless,  pro- 
ceeded forthwith  to  conform  its  operations  to  the  requirements  of  the  law,  and  gradually  to  reduce  its  outstand- 
ing debt,  notwithstanding  the  severe  pressure  on  the  community,  to  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  new  charter. 
Ia  the  midst  of  these  exertions,  the  sudden  and  unforeseen  suspension  of  cash  payments  by  the  banking  institu- 
tions of  the  large  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  with  which  the  banks  of  Virginia  have  constant  inter- 
communication, placed  the  latter  in  a  situation  in  which  their  own  preservation,  as  well  as  the  interest  of  the 
commonwealth  and  the  community,  required  that  they  should  yield  to  the  painful  necessity  of  another  suspen- 
sion. If  the  bank  could  have  sustained  itself  in  the  unequal  contest  to  which  it  was  exposed,  it  would  have 
been  at  the  countless  sacrifice  of  the  commercial  and  producing  interest  of  the  state.  It  was  therefore  believed, 
that  neither  policy  nor  justice  exacted  that  the  bank  should  anempt  to  call  in  its  resources  at  such  cost  to  our 
own  people,  to  be  prepared  for  the  demands  of  brokers,  or  of  the  banks  of  the  north  which  had  shut  their  doors 
against  retaliation.  That  the  course  adopted  by  this  bank  was  not  dictated  by  a  spirit  of  selfishness,  is  shown 
by  the  heavy  responsibility  and  risk  it  has  encountered  rather  than  drain  and  dry  up  the  resources  of  the  state. 
To  the  officers  of  the  bank  it  has  been  attended  with  the  most  perplexing  consequences.  The  very  same  con- 
veyance that  brought  us  the  intelligence  of  the  suspension  on  the  part  of  the  northern  banks,  brought  also  several 
brokers  with  considerable  demands,  who,  imagining  they  had  anticipated  the  news,  were  not  disposed  to  receive 
from  us  any  thing  but  coin,  although  they  were  ottered  checks  on  their  own  towns  for  their  claims.  It  may  be 
proper  here  to  refer  to  the  course  of  trade  which  necessarily  throws  a  considerable  amount  of  the  means  of  the 
banks  of  Virginia  into  the  northern  banks,  and  which  for  equalizing  exchanges  and  affording  the  facilities  of 
remittances,  (without  the  risk  and  expense  of  transporting  coin,)  renders  it  convenient  that  we  should  generally 
keep  funds  in  those  places.  The  action  of  the  banks  in  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  was  so  sudden  in  regard 
to  the  present  suspension,  that  the  banks  here  had  no  opportunity  of  converting  such  funds,  deemed,  in  ordi- 
nary times,  equal  to  specie,  into  actual  coin.  The  international  commerce  of  the  country  requires  that  these 
connections  should  exist  between  the  banks  in  the  different  states,  and  without  them  some  of  the  most  important 
conveniences  of  banks  would  be  as  completely  lost  here  as  if  there  were  no  banks  in  the  state.  Had  the  banks 
not  resolved  to  suspend  they  had  another  danger  to  encounter  at  home.  Every  one  knows  that  banks  are  the 
creatures  of  public  confidence,  and  the  moment  it  was  ascertained  by  our  own  people  that  the  large  banks  of 
the  north  had  determined  to  suspend  cash  payments,  and  the  means  of  drawing  specie  from  them,  while  they 
could  draw  it  from  us,  were  denied,  an  alarm  would  have  been  felt  lest  the  banks  here  might  not  be  able  to 
maintain  specie  payments  under  such  circumstances,  and  both  the  holders  of  notes  and  depositors  would  have 
hastened  to  obtain  their  share  of  the  coin  in  the  banks,  for  the  purpose  of  hoarding  or  of  making  it  an  article 
of  traffic.  Since  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  declaring  the  expediency  of  suspension,  this  bank  has  continued 
to  supply  the  public  liberally  with  change  for  smaller  transactions,  while  it  has  received  none  in  turn,  except 
from  officers  of  the  United  States  under  special  agreements,  and  it  has  satisfied  very  many  applicants  with 
checks  on  New  York  at  a  lower  rate  than  the  current  exchange  between  the  two  places.  It  has  also  been  ena- 
bled to  retain  an  amount  of  specie,  which  has  kept  the  proportion  between  it  and  the  circulation  within  the  limit 
prescribed  by  the  new  charter,  and  has  thus  escaped  a  violation  of  the  law  that  would  have  been  as  fatal  to 
the  charter  as  any  other. 
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Among  the  objections  of  a  majority  of  llic  private  stockholders  to  the  acceptance  of  the  new  charter  the 
most  potent  was  that  of  the  forfeiture  clause.  Their  former  charter  contained  no  such  provision,  and  yet 
this  bunk  had  twice  suspended  under  the  exigency  of  circumstances,  and  had  twice  resumed  without  incur- 
ring the  danger  of  any  excessive  penalty.  The  stockholders  had  paid  a  full  equivalent  for  the  benefit  of  that 
charier  until  the  year  I S4i2,  and  they  deemed  it  a  measure  of  extreme  severity  to  be  deprived  of  their  privile- 
ges without  any  consideration  by  the  power  of  the  state  vote.  They  could  gradually  have  wound  up  their  con- 
cerns and  made  good  more  than  their  capital.  They  may  now  owe  their  corporate  existence  entirely  to  the  suf- 
ferance and  bounty  of  the  legislature,  and  they  would  infinitely  have  preferred  that  the  charter  had*  been  made 
repealable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  general  assembly,  rather  than  be  subject  to  the  inconvenience  and  possible  loss 
to  which  they  are  liable  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiture,  which  embarrasses  the  regular  operation  of  the  institu- 
tion, and  which  may  most  probably  happen  while  the  legislature  is  not  in  session  to  relieve  them  from  difficulty. 
That  the  banks  must  be  exposed  to  such  occurrences  under  the  present  organization  of  the  banking  system  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  under  the  principles  on  which  they  have  been  conducted  is  obvious  to  those  who  aro 
practically  engaged  in  I  be  manngement  of  them.  While  such  establishments  arc  so  multiplied  in  the  United 
States,  and  each  is  endeavouring  to  become  as  profitable  as  possible,  the  paramount  object  of  their  creation  is  over- 
looked. The  groat  design  in  establishing  banks  is  to  promote  agriculture,  commerce  and  manufactures  by  tera- 
poraFy  and  moderate  advances  of  their  credit  in  aid  of  individual  capital  and  enterprise.  They  arc  not  intended 
to  furnish  capital  to  buy  land,  to  build  ships,  or  to  erect  factories — but  to  supply  the  facilities  necessary  to  the 
exchanges  of  the  products  of  these  cardinal  branches  of  industry,  and  in  performing  that  function  they  should 
be  careful  to  avoid  any  excess  that  may  lead  to  a  deterioration  of  the  currency  of  the  counlr\r.  The  injury 
which  the  country  sustains  from  the  present  course  of  banking  is  attributable  in  a  great  measure  to  the  practice 
of  extending  loans  in  seasons  of  a  favourable  balance  of  trade,  and  in  reducing  them  in  times  of  an  adverse  cur- 
rent, instead  of  keeping  up  a  sleadv  and  nearly  uniform  amount  of  discounts.  This  may  be  a  safe  and  judi- 
cious policy  in  a  private  commercial  house,  but  banks  arc  public  institutions  endued  with  the  privilege  of  adding 
to  the  currency  of  the  country,  and  have  other  functions  to  perform  than  that  of  making  profit.  When  specie  is 
flowing  into  the  country  for  our  surplus  products  the  banks  become  stronger  and  are  tempted  to  expand,  which 
encourages  speculation  and  extravagance,  as  well  as  useful  enterprise,  and  when  the  tide  turns  they  are  not  pre- 
pared lor  the  drains  that  follow,  and  are  compelled  to  resort  to  curtailments  when  their  debtors  are  least  able  to 
bear  them.  Business  of  all  kinds  then  flags — failures  follow,  and  the  banks  themselves  are  exposed  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  suspension.  The  great  reproach  of  the  system,  excessive  expansions  and  ruinous  contractions,  might 
be  avoided  by  husbanding  the  menus  afforded  in  good  times  to  give  relief  in  times  less  prosperous.  The  banks 
would  not  be  so  profitable,  but  the  currency  would  be  kept  more  equable  and  the  domestic  exchanges  more  uni- 
form. How  this  reform  is  to  be  brought  about  among  hundreds  of  banks  established  under  different  laws,  it  is 
very  difficult  to  determine.  A  voluntary  change  of  the  system  by  the  banks  themselves  would  accomplish  this 
desirable  end,  but  doubtless  legislative  control  would  in  some  cases  be  requisite. 

Under  the  prevalent  course  of  banking  in  the  United  States,  there  is  always  danger  that  suspension  in  one 
quarter  will  produce  a  similar  effect  in  others,  unless  indeed  some  happy  circumstance  shall  cause  a  decided 
balance  of  trade  in  favour  of  the  latter,  as  was  the  case  with  the  New  England  states  during  the  last  war,  and 
is  now  the  case  with  New  York  and  Boston.  In  Virginia  we  can  seldom  expect  such  advantages.  Like  some 
other  producing  stales  we  have  within  llic  last  few  years,  owing  to  ihe  failure  of  crops,  consumed  more  of  fo- 
reign manufactures  than  our  surplus  produce  would  pay  for,  and  the  balance  against  us  has  been  liquidated  by 
the  loans  of  lire  stale  taken  abroad  (in  oilier  words  by  borrowing),  and  by  the  disposal  of  much  of  our  labouring 
capital  to  the  cotton  and  sugar  planters  of  the  south.  Both  these  resources  arc  now  cut  off  or  greatly  reduced, 
and  we  have  to  rely  entirely  on  our  own  industry  and  economy  for  protection.  Happily,  the  crops  of  the  pre- 
sent year  are  unusually  abundant,  and  our  surplus  products  may  speedily  give  relief  to  the  country,  and  may 
enable  the  banks  lo  resume  their  cash  payments  without  any  coercive  measures  on  the  part  of  the  general  as- 
sembly. But  still  unless  the  banking  operations  of  the  United  States  be  modified  by  general  consent,  or  some 
other  way,  there  can  be  no  permanent  security  for  keeping  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country  in  a  sound 
condition.  The  experience  of  the  banks  of  late  years,  and  a  due  regard  for  their  own  interest,  and  even  for 
their  being,  it  may  be  rationally  hoped,  will  be  adequate  lo  induce  them  so  to  limit  their  operations  as  to  render 
all  severe  restrictions  and  penalties  of  law  unnecessary.  That  the  banks  of  Virginia  would  have  maintained 
specie  payments  had  not  the  great  institutions  in  the  neighbouring  states  suspended,  there  is  no  question,  and  it 
is  for  the  wisdom  of  the  general  assembly  to  decide  whether  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case  they  were  jus- 
tified in  the  measure  they  adopted.  If  for  the  reasons  assigned,  it  be  decided  affirmatively,  they  look  with  con- 
fidence to  the  legislature  for  relief  from  the  penalties  to  which  they  may  be  liable.  This  bank  will  cheerfully 
abide  the  fate  common  to  the  oiher  institutions  of  the  state,  but  it  may  not  be  improper  to  observe  that  there  are 
two  circumstances  attending  this  bank  which  present  peculiar  claims  of  the  private  stockholders  to  the  conside- 
ration and  favour  of  the  general  assembly.  1st.  That  the  present  charter,  with  its  excessive  penalties,  was 
forced  on  them  by  the  power  of  the  state  vole,  against  the  assent  of  a  majority  of  the  private  stockholders;  and 
2ndly.  That  half  a  million  of  the  capital,  also  contrary  to  the  will  of  the  greater  portion  of  them,  was  subscribed 
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by  a  similar  power,  to  the  stock  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company,  which  must,  from  the  nature  of 
things,  continue  unproductive  for  several  years.  That  great  work,  the  most  important  and  useful  that  can  be 
devised  to  increase  the  wealth  and  population  of  the  commonwealth,  it  is  admitted  would  not  have  been  com- 
menced without  the  contribution  of  this  bank,  and  it  is  now  alluded  to,  to  shew  that  the  bank,  doing  the  same 
business  it  has  done,  would,  without  that  subscription,  have  had  half  a  million  less  of  circulation  to  redeem  than 
it  now  has.  The  committee  appointed  by  the  stockholders  to  ask  an  amelioration  of  tho  provisions  of  the  char- 
ter, have  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  approach  the  general  assembly  for  that  purpose  until  your  honourable  body 
shall  have  determined  whether  it  will  afford  such  relief  from  the  penalties  imposed  by  the  "  act  establishing  ge- 
neral regulations  for  the  incorporation  of  banks,"  as  will  enable  the  banks  of  the  state  to  proceed  with  their  or- 
dinary business.  A  statement  exhibiting  the  condition  of  this  bank  and  its  branches  on  the  1st  instant,  is  now  in 
the  course  of  preparation,  and  will  be  ready  for  the  examination  of  the  general  assembly  within  a  few  days. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


JOHN  BROCKENBROUGH, 


[DOC.  No.  7.] 


BANK  STATEMENTS. 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT,  Decembek  4,  1839. 

SIR, 

I  transmit  herewith  statements  shewing  the  condition  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley  on  the  18th  of 
October  and  23d  November  last,  and  a  quarterly  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Exchange  bank  on  the  1st 
day  of  October  last,  for  the  information  of  the  general  assembly. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


To  the  honourable  the  Sj>eaJcer  of  the  Home  of  Delegate*. 


DAVID  CAMPBELL. 


CONDITION  OF  THE  BANK  OF  THE  VALLEY  IN  VIRGINIA 

BANK  OF  THE  VALLEY  IN  VIRGINIA. 
Winchester,  November  26,  1S39. 

Ms  Excellency  David  Campbell, 
Governor  of  Virginia. 

DEAR  SIR, 

You  will  receive  herewith  for  the  information  of  the  legislature,  statements  shewing  the  condi- 
tion of  this  bank  on  the  18th  ult.  and  23d  inst. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  servant, 

H.  M.  BRENT,  Cash'r. 
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Slate  of  the  BANK  OF  THE  VALLEY  in  Virginia,  including  its  Offices  of  Discount  and  Deposile  October  18,  1839. 


Specie, 

Notes  of  banks  "  incorporated  by  the  state,1 
Notes  of  banks  "  incorporated  elsewhere," 
Due  from  other  banks, 
Notes  discounted, 
Inland  bills  discounted, 
Bond  accompt, 
Stock, 

Real  estate — 4  banking  houses, 
Ileal  estate  purchased  to  secure  debt, 
Bad  debts,  -  -       5,390  51 

Doubtful  debts,     -  -      8,153  49 


13,844  00 


258,(538  11 
22  330  25 
88,739  62 
212,014  75 
1,499,982  90 
299,321  07 
6,418  85 
15,000  (H) 
3(5,137  93 
1,047  50 


Capital  stock  (old), 
Capital  stock  (new), 

Notes  in  circulation : 
In  notes  of  $  100  each, 
In  notes  of  50  " 
In  notes  of  20  " 
In  notes  of  10  " 
In  notes  of  5  " 
In  notes  of  2  M 
In  notes  of        1  " 

Due  to  other  banks, 
Discount, 
Contingent  fund. 
Deposit 


370,000  00 


61,300  00 
87,500  00 
554,700  00 
261,760  00 
132,577  50 
10,380  00 
5,897  00 


1 ,060,000  00 


1,114,114  50 

15,(537  80 
27,959  19 
12,571  89 
209,947  60 


9  2,440,230  98 


32,440,230  98 


Virginia,  Frederick  County,  to  vit: 

This  day  personally  appeared  before  the  subscriber  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the 
county  aforesaid,  Henry  M.  Brent,  cashier  of  the  Bauk  of  the  Valley  in  Virginia,  and  made  oath  that  the  foregoing  i 
exhibits  a  true  state  of  the  suid  bank  on  the  18ih  day  of  October  1839  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 
Given  under  my  hand  this  I4th  day  of  November  1839. 


OBED  WAITE,  Pres't. 
A.  S.  BALDWIN, 
D.  W.  BARTON, 
T.  A.  TIDBALL, 


JOHN  MILLER, 
DANIEL  GOLD. 
JACOB  BAKER, 


THO'S  CRAMER. 


State  of  the  BANK  OF  THE  VALLEY  in  Virginia,  including  its  Offices  of  Discount  and  Deposile  November  23,  1839. 


nLcs  ol 


i  of  banks  "  incorporated  by  the  state," 
Notes  of  batiks  "  incorporated  elsewhere,"  - 
Due  from  other  banks, 
Notes  discounted, 
Inland  bills  discounted, 
Bond  accompt, 
Stock, 

Real  estate — 4  banking  houses, 

Real  estate  purchased  to  secure  debt, 

Bad  debts,  -  -      5,390  51 

Doubtful  debts,     -  -      8,453  49 

13,844  00 


253,464  95 
51,420  59 
101,913  59 
217,032  13 
1,386,888  19 
153,690  77 
6,418  85 
15,000  00 
3(5,137  93 
1,047  50 


Capital  stock  (old), 
Capital  stock  (new), 

Notes  in  circulation : 
In  notes  of  $  100  i 


9  2,228,034  50 


In  notes  of 
In  notes  of 
In  notes  of 
In  notes  of 
In  notes  of 
Id  notes  of 


50 
20 
10 
5 
S 
I 


Due  to  other  banks, 
Discount, 
Contingent  fund, 


690,000  00 
370,000  00 


49,400  00 
70,750  00 
476,380  00 
232,380  00 
121,735  00 
10,298  00 
5,879  00 


1,060,000  00 


96(5,822  00 
17,482  12 
27,966  65 
12,571  89 
143,191  84 

92.228.a34  50 


Virginia,  Frederick  County,  set: 

This  day  personally  appeared  before  the  subscriber  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the 
county  aforesaid,  Henry  M.  Brent,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley  in  Virginia,  and  made  oath  that  the  foregoing  i 
exbibiis  a  true  state  of  (he  said  bank  on  the  23d  day  of  November  1839  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 
Given  under  my  hand  this  26th  day  of  November  1839. 

CH.  H.  CLARK. 

OBED  WAITE,  Preset.  JOHN  MILLER, 

A.  S.  BALDWIN,  DANIEL  GOLD, 

D.  W.  BARTON,  JACOB  BAKER. 

T.  A.  TIDBALL, 
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SIR, 


CONDITION  OF  THE  EXCHANGE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA. 

EXCHANGE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA,  Octobeb  21,  1S39. 


In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  law  I  herewith  hand  you  a  quarterly  statement  of  the  condition 
of  this  bank. 

Respectfully  yours, 

W.  SOUTHGATE, 

To  kit  Excellency  Davcd  Campbkll,  Governor  of  Virginia. 
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GENERAL  STATEMENT  of  the  Condition  of  the  EXCHANGE 


Loans  in 

DomMic  bilk 

At  Exchange  Bank, 
office,  Richmond, 
"  Petersburg, 
«  Clarkesville, 

606,327  76 
354,067  78 
373.S64  61 
194,282  13 

108,786  76 
266,640  57 
220,864  34 
111,786  34 

615,114  52 
620,708  35 
694,728  95 
306,068  47 

2,136,620  29 

• 

1  428  542  28 

708,078  01 

On  personal  security, 

Personal  security  and  stock  pledged, 
Do.         do.    and  deeds  of  trust, 

Suspended  debt  at  office,  Richmond,  - 

Stock  issued  by  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  - 

Due  from  other  banks,  in  account, 

Do.        do.        in  notes  of  Virginia  banks, 
Do.        do.  do.       banks  elsewhere, 


Real  estate  at  Exchange  Bank, 
Do.     at  office,  Petersburg, 
Do.        do.  Clarkesville, 

Specie  at  Exchange  Bank, 
Do.     office,  Richmond, 
Do.       do.  Petersburg, 
Do.       do.  Clarkesville, 


Do. 
Do. 


in  gold, 
in  silver, 


Expenses  at  Exchange  Bank  and  branches,  viz : 

Exchange  Bank,  since  30ih  Jutie  last, 
Office,  Richmond,  since  31st  May  last, 
Office,  Petersburg,       do.  do. 
Office,  Clarkesville,     do.  do. 


2,611,207  38 


207,140  64 
62,563  55 


1,846,945  22 
262,345  07 
27,330  00 


49.2S8  23 
50,297  00 
77,936  00 


15,750  64 

6,617  99 

8,084  67 

69,362  73 

75,040  07 

68,395  S3 

56,905  51 


3,114  33 
3,601  25 
2,622  96 
1,44G  65 


7,565  86 
2S9.500  00 


177,521  23 


30,453  30 


269,704  19 


10,785  19 


$2,922,150  06 
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BANK  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  BRANCHES,  on  the  30th  September  1839. 


Capital  stock,  viz : 

Subscribed  by  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia  9000  shares,  amount, 
Do.        by  individuals,  8488   do.  do. 


Whole  number  of  shares, 
Remaining  unpaid,  viz : 

By  toe  commonwealth  1550  shares,  155,000  00 
By  individuals  on         167    do.      10,687  19 


Paid  in, 

Bonus  No.  1  and  2, 
Dividend  No.  1, 


Distribution,  viz:  at  office,  Richmond, 
Do.  Petersburg, 
Do.  Clarkesville, 
Remaining  at  Exchange  Bank, 


17488    do.  do. 


5918  18 
75  15 


400,000  00 
400,000  00 
160,000  00 
629,106  14 


Circulation,  viz : 

At  the  Exchange  Bank,  ... 

Office,  Richmond,  -  -  - 

Do.  Petersburg,  ... 
Do.  Clarkesville, 

Due  to  other  banks  io  account,  ... 
Dividends  unclaimed,  - 
Individual  deposits,  viz  : 

At  Exchange  Bank,  -  -  -  -  71,663  17 

Office,  Richmond,  -  -  122,630  84 

Do.  Petersburg,  -  -  84,203  31 

Do.  Clarkesville,  -  -  23,523  99 


1,257,419  10 

Balances  in  account  of  Exchange  Bank  and  branches, 
Contingent  fund,  .... 
Discount  and  interest  at  Exchange  Bank  and  branches,  viz : 
At  Exchange  Bank  since  30th  June  last, 
Office,  Richmond,  since  31st  May  last, 
Do.  Petersburg,     do.  do. 
Do.  Clarkesville,    do.  do. 

Exchange  at  Exchange  Bank  and  branches,  as  per  account  annexed, 


900,000  00 
848,800  00 

1,748,800  00 


165,697  19 
1,583,112  81 

5,993  33 


..    1,589,106  14 


146,490  00 
226,620  00 
281,110  00 
199,940  00 


2,073  50 


301,821  31 


9,216  61 
12,448  81 
11,720  78 

5,641  23 


863,160  00 
100,364  29 


303,894  81 

7,643  14 
24,574  53 


38,927  43 
4,679  72 

$2,922,150  0G 


JOHN  SOUTHGATE,  President  pro  tern. 
W.  SOUTHGATE,  Cashier. 
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RETURN  REQUIRED  BY  LAW. 

1.  Amount  of  capital  stock  actually  paid  in,       -  -  -      1,683,112  81 
And  additional  stock,  bonus,       ....  5,918  18 

  1,689,030  99 

2.  Value  of  real  estate,  cost,           ....  30,453  30 

3.  Amount  of  stock  subscribed,  17488  shares,     -  1,748,800  00 
Remaining  unpaid  on           1717    do.        -               -               -         165,687  19 

  1,5S3,112  81 

4.  Total  amount  of  debts  due  to  the  bank,  ...  2,611,207  38 
6.  Total  amount  of  debts  due  from  the  bank,  independently  of  the  stockholders,  1,257,419  10 

6.  Exchange  will  appear  in  the  account  annexed. 

7.  Bad  and  doubtful  debts,  at  the  Richmond  office,               -                -  7,565  86 

8.  Amount  of  gold  and  silver  coin,  say,  gold,      -  -  -        207,140  G4 

silver,    -  62,563  55 


269,704  19 

9.  Amount  of  money  deposited,  303,894  81 

10.  Amount  of  bills  in  circulation,  ....  863,160  00 

Viz  :  in                lWn.  SCi.         20  s.           15's.  ICs. 

At  Exchange  Bank,       308  654        1629        1106        3382  146,490  00 

Richmond  office,      660  920        2267        1836        4074  226,620  00 

Petersburg  do.        940  1280         2275         2562         3918  281,110  00 

Clarkcsville  do.        827  88S        13S1        1640        2062  199,940  00 


11.  Bills  on  hand  of  banks  incorporated  by  the  state,  -  -  50,297  00 

12.  Do.  do.  do.  elsewhere,  -  -  77,936  00 

13.  Rate  and  amount  of  the  last  dividend  of  profits,  2d  July  1839, 

On  12191  shares  at  8  3,  -  -  -  36,673  00 

On  2950    do.    paid  for  by  the  commonwealth  29th  May,  in  proportion,  1,570  16 

And  on  8  2,732  75  additional  stock,  last  bonus,  do.      -  8198 


36,225  14 

Less  bonus  to  the  state,  ....  3,185  43 


Nctt  dividend  at  S  2  75  per  share,  -  -  -  35,039  71 

14.  Surplus  or  contingent  fund,        ....  24,574  53 
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EXCHANGE  ACCOUNT. 


At  Exchange  bank : 
Since  30lh  June  last, 

On  $  8608  70  northern  funds  at  i  per  cent., 
5395  01     do.       do.      |  do. 
7917  20     do.       do.      4  do. 

Balance  30th  September  1839,  - 


43  02 
20  23 
19  78 
1354  67 


1437  70 


At  Richmond  : 
Since  30th  June  last, 

Purchased  1028G7  90  in  checks,  drafts  and 

northern  bank  notes  from  J  to  1  per  cent.,    G79  25 

Purchased  18491 S  89  in  foreign  exchange, 

v.  Inch  has  left  a  loss  of         -  64  96 

Balance  30th  September  1839,  -  -   2181  56 


At  Petersburg : 
Since  30th  June  last, 

On  13335  59  northern  funds  at  £  per  cent.,  66  67 
Balance  30th  September  1839,  -  -    1024  57 


1091  24 


At  Clarkesville : 
Since  31st  May  last, 
Balance  on  30th  June  last, 
On  4200  northern  funds  at  £  per  cent, 

1600     do.       do.      I  do. 
Balance  30th  September  1839,  - 


48  66 


At  Exchange  Bank : 
Since  30th  June  last, 
On  56819  93  northern  funds  at  % 


per  cent., 

284  10 

On  66416  49    do.    at  J 

do.  - 

498  19 

7918  89    do.  1 

do.  - 

79  19 

1365  86  southern  funds  at  1 

per  cent., 

13  64 

2640  00    do.    at  1J 

do. 

39  59 

2200  00    do.  2£ 

do. 

46  75 

4600  00    do.  4* 

do. 

207  00 

5000  00    do.  5 

do. 

250  00 

Damages  recovered,  - 

• 

19  24 

1437  70 

At  Richmond : 
Since  31st  May  last, 

Balance  on  30th  June  last,       -     511  36 
Received  on  362460  68  in  checks 
and  northern  bank  notes  from  J 
to  1  per  cent,        -  -    2414  41 


2925  77 


At  Petersburg : 
Since  31st  May  last, 
Balance  on  30th  June  last, 
On  6162  00  northern  funds  at  1 

per  cent., 
On  73013  61    do.    do.    3  do. 
44770  63    do.    do.    J  do. 
14735  00    do.    do.    i  do. 
Pro6t  on  sterling, 


At  Clarkesville : 
Since  30th  June  last, 
On  1275  89  northern  funds  at  1$ 

per  cent., 
On  2014  90    do.    do.    f  do. 
2000  00    do.    do.    i  do. 


Amount  in  general  statement, 


16  00 

22  66 
10  00 

48  66 


1354  67 


2181  56 


61  62 
547  96* 
224  13 

36  64 
216  67 

1091  24 


1024  57 


18  92 


S4579  72 
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We  the  subscribers,  directors  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia  have  examined  the  aforegoing  account  and 
statements,  and  certify  that  they  exhibit  an  accurate  and  just  statement  of  tbe  condition  of  the  bank  as  it  existed 
on  the  1st  day  of  October  1839. 


JNO.  SOUTHGATE, 
GEORGE  M'INTOSH, 
W.  J.  HARDY, 
SAM'L  W.  PAUL, 


RICHARD  DICKSON, 
GEO.  W  Hi  SON, 
THOMAS  F.  ANDREWS, 
JAMES  CORNICK. 


Norfolk  Borough,  To  wit : 

This  day  personally  appeared  before  mc  an  alderman  of  said  borough,  Wright  Southgate,  cashier 
of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia,  who  made  oath  that  the  annexed  statements  contain  an 
account  of  the  state  and  condition  of  said  bank  as  it  existed  on  the  1st  day  of  October  1839. 
Given  under  my  band  this  21st  day  of  October  1839. 


JOHN  P.  LEIGH,  J.  P. 
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ABSTRACT 


REPORTS  OF  THE  CLERKS 


COURT  OF  APPEALS 


AND   OP  THE 

CIRCUIT  SUPERIOR  COURTS  OF  LAW  AND  CHANCERY, 


For  the  Year  ending  the  30th  August  1839. 


CLERK'S  OFFICE,  December  3d,  1839. 

SIR, 

In  obedience  to  an  act  of  assembly,  I  herewith  report  an  abstract  from  the  reports  of  the  clerks  of  the 
court  of  appeals  and  of  the  circuit  superior  courts  of  law  and  chancery,  exhibiting  the  actual  state  of  the  suits 
instituted  within  their  respective  courts,  and  the  number  of  days  the  courts  were  in  session  during  the  year  end- 
ing the  30th  of  August  last. 

No  reports  have  been  received  from  the  clerks  of  the  courts  of  Culpcpcr  and  Nicholas  counties. 

I  am  very  respectfully, 

Yours,  &c. 

GEORGE  W.  MUNFORD,  C  H.  D. 

The  honourable  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 


Digitized  by  Google 


W2 

E-i 


CO 

i 


- 


-1 


» 

"< 
w 

to 

to 

<! 

to 
O 

LH 

9  & 
5  o 

a 
a 

to 
o 

03 
B 
B 
W 

O 


- 

o 

B 

O 

P 
PC 

< 

to 
O 


n 
i 


■a 
o 

l/i  CO 

f 

g 
k 
I 

-j 
O  fs 


3  B 
& 
O 

o 


- 

<! 

Pt. 
O 

g 

o 


B 
W 
to 


p 

O 
B 


B 
3 
5 


i 

S  t  .5 
tf?  • 

11  ° 
*  £ 

W1 

t  S"-  ° 
5     c  2 

«  ast.  - 

<-  —  —  • 

°      o  S 

■S.afS 

13.1  e 

W^B  S 

•  ~5  n-a 

—  S 

;|sf 

|r! 

?  a  I  < 

*  u  3  — 

S-  1  5 

■  5 

-  3  -  •- 


P  P 


■omnx  a| 

— 

1  ' 

S  H 

■  • 
>  i 

1  i 

S3  « 

ja  '2 

■  • 

f  f 

t>  o 

M 

a 

=  <f*. 

•< 

>i 
O 

JS  < 

s  c 

I  1 

I    (   •  1 

r$  •  •  •  • 
.  .  .  • 

• 

m 

M 

h 

| 

b 
-> 

M  -   -  -  * 

iifJi 

s 

w 
is 

n 

o 

Q 

< 

u, 
0 

x 
H 
B 
P 
O 

o 

1 

B 


3 


REMARKS. 

1 1  if  ills  ifi 
f  lis  life,  a  i 

!  ifjil  if3|5 

r*     O     H            i->                              «R  O 

e 

il 

:  - 
Hs. 

3 

O     o        C:a>                  e  ^  k  o  ^? 

-  —  — _            Ai             fU                               — .                                                 ■>   M   _a   w.  M 

1W 

ft**     »     «                                       X;vO  cT 

J 

tMia  jo  0?uti|.-) 

«   I      •      »          •  •                   *  f  t  ■  • 

•*ltil> 

.    •       —        *                                        IIW-^  • 

o 

N 

V 
K 

!  i 
s 

•h>j'ij»r  <".V 

J  ~      tz      ■£         £^  —                     O  —  «y  , 

*>tttpu»J  *o\- 

—  2     *°     2         °  «                     N  -  l-5  rs  w 

'luMuawtuoj  ox 

r.  7*     e-;     —        i  -v  —                  :»i  -  ?  >  —  - 

j 

a 

u 

■ 

i  

iin,nM|itiiin  t>\- 

K  n    ^*    o       o  pn               c* '  *  ^  51 

* 

1  2 

- 

UIOJJ  j  >*IMt>..|  0>]| 

"WW 

*(MJU*UUt0i 

M 

H 

r. 

| 
o 

c=           -T         e  •<                   r  e  * 
=  >          ^        £«                -°    -5  S1 

il  r  J  11  i 

■SO     M     ^        K£  < 

M 

i 
u 

M 

u 

■  J    "f    ►<                              ->H?  -3 

•J 

il 

S 

J5 

« 

J  J 

1 

1  i 

mnwo 

3  a 

•mum 

Digitized  by  Google 


<9  " 


.5 1  §  f  =u 
•:  i  - 

Sis  §  I  -  5«aJ 

I  S^=  ?  s  £  S3<ll 

r,  «  c   ^    u   v   "   tfv  s  3 


■s     -d  s  o  ! 


& 
1 


■Z2-3 

lis* 


*3J  HI; 


mi 


m     o  -o  S 


r10  *s 

53  30  00 

en 

« ■» 

"S 

so  . 

P4  ..-  o 

i  ■ 

•  i 

•  ft 

■  ■  • 

•A   *      M  » 

»-  -2 

—  <0 

■  2 

MM 

■    t  00 

.  x 

"  T  Ml 

i  n 

l»  «  rt 

.  t  r; 

•  • 

•  • 

e»xe» 

.    .  KJ 

gJCS      <N  TO 

10 

B- 

l>  c<  — . 

S>  - 

<x> 

t- 

— 

fc2 

=  2 

Sow 

2S  8 

usi-  «» 

"32 

>  ■     n  m                                              •■■                            »  i               ■■•                        ■  t  i 

»<?  (So 

8 

BS 

S88. 

O  31  O 

S5  S3 

R 

ga 

=52 

-2S 

25  5 

B 

tr>  o 

8$ 

BSg 

•* 

■o  * 

n 

1  -  If 

£ 

C 

*  1 

SI 

J 

m 

il  u 

1 

igl 

11 
II 

III 

fift 

cs*J  els' 

i 

D 
k' 

A 

1  1 

03 

0  - 

1  j 

H 

U  l 

11 

31 

j  £j 

0 

Pai? 

ji| 

C   i_  — i 

a  — I  - 

il  1 

Co  s 

°t  j 

13  a 

i  i 

1  s 

1 

3 

1 

1 


Digitized  by  Google 


I 
I 


m\\\ 

C       i  m  m 

.=  '•11 -Is  5 


Br  jjfflj 


-  Sri  S  «2 
-  a  — 


|K3 


=-2 


jj  i 

5  1  5  ■  -5  °-o 

o  c  ^      £  •  * 

SS*SS*Ou 


=  •  OS 

•  l-  --i 


4s?§ 


r  -a  v 

:  3  i 

I  —  p 


9  •   0   a  41 


"-3  5-3 

'-is  s  j°  s 


a 

C  3  * 


.  -  o 

■  S  «■- 

mil 


s  a  J 

™    *    H  fc 

!  «5| 

=  .5-3  O 

5J  35 


0 

2 


s  w| 82  g 

3   ES  S 

e 


— J:  5 


»  .5  <  = 

iil 


"1* 


■  —  3  -— . 

_  o  —  —  e 


jiJilliilJI  lijffiimij 


•a  5.  £  3  E  >»--  ■ 
c  *  b  u  — 

.5  £  s  -  o  5  s  i> 
M  5  S  S  -1"3 

IfM  1 

S  5  i  S 
s 


i 

-nrio£ 

<• 

$ 
i 

«*., 

■H'J 

•WW 

'»»»<  JO  >Jll»l|  , 

•  « 

•  • 

• 

•  • 

1 

-tint) 
■  nio;  d  o|]uy  'Ojg 

•  • 

a  ^ 

• 

•  • 

o 

r-iju'!'  Of; 

w  . 

r) 

- 

o 

2 

-Vainuad  o\ 

nn 

a  rr 

«  . 

• 

via 



i 

•a 

«  . 

IE 

M 
■ 

J 

Surpo*) 

ss 

S2 

2 

as 

-n*>a«Dux»  o>j 

23 

M 

■wet 

-nmoJ  JWJIO 
mojj  pueoiw  -on 

•          •  • 

.  GO 

■ 

■N  fl 

i 
J 

85 

M 

o 
■» 

28 

N 

S3 

8- 

09 

iS:: 

aa 

R8 

RS 

a 

56 

— 

* 

if 

iff 

11 
11 

= 

1 

8J 

2 

§1 
E  S 

ii 

i 

b 

11 

ii 

■ 

u 

9  C 

! 

< 

i 

-o  - 

S3 

ej 

Is 

OS 

i 

! 

| 

I 

-» 

s 

Digitized  by  Google 


\ 

•Si 


I 


III 

Ills 


B  ' 


"  _Z     £     ft     ft  V  V 

■rj  u  tee  -a  -"3 -a 


it;  nil 

|l|l|l.i'lc^] 


So"8 

„  lis- 

-III 

r 


c  a 


S  °.S  I  i  3 


■e  -5  S  2  c  >  ± 
«  2  9  I  -3-5  -5 

p    5  *  t_  * 
•  «.         —  c 
p _£ _  «C-o  S 

E       P  B        O  .D 

-*  ■*  -  -  —  ?  s 
e  t  =  £  S- 

U^-oS.: 
■  s  ■  21 

-  !5  ►> c  5  2 
<-  £  L-o  "3 
0 


=    I  _ 

lies 


c  >  s  c  s* 


I  i  E  o 


2  5  2  3 

w  ■*  rt 

■  mil l| 


6j<E 


S  2  £  = 


-  Si  1 
So  a.s 
11  S  5 

t**       2  e 

g     si c 


=  511 
«c-  = 

Ml 

•  I  E  S 

S  |  5  -s 

'"  ~  £ 
»  S  a 

B«*«J 

S  *  <_  B 

^  £  =  i 
5  2  t  3 


a  co  a 

5k-  1 


'3  - 


.  _-.  - 

g  s« 

c:  .c  *o  -o  - 

*p|.Sj 

Hill 

£  c  5  P  c 


T3  -S  TJ 
CCS 

is! 


If? 


r 
Is 


O  PB 
rt 

* 

71 

« 

00 

m  ao 

■ 

rt 

o 

Srt 

S 

— ■ 

m 

rt 

rt 

c.  a 

«  M 

ia 

o»«oP3es 

— 

— 

■a 

rt  to 

i  ■ 

• 

• 

■ 

•  ■  •  * 

• 

■  • 

» 

a 

■  • 

-co 

-an  . 

• 

»  • 

tM 

■W 

co- 

"* Of 

CO 

ot  o 
rt  rt 

d  - 
— ' 

— 

9  •  ■  S 

2 

CO 

<• 

tsoiooio 

ts 
rt 

■a 

.  CO 

CO 

i  CI  •  • 

rt 

»  • 

« 

n 

»«BJi 

otes 

•a 

8 

rt 

a* 

-2 

s 

X 

2 

8 

— 

rt 
— 

eie» 

2S 

S 

S2 

i 

s 

"2 

s 

si 

Ogrt« 

CO 

**2 

2 
-< 

2 

S3 

-  ~< 

rt 

n 

o 

.    .  .<* 

I 

— 

■j 

• 

s 

i 

1 

2£3S 

n 

8 

3 

£32 

? 

2 

s 

K 

^  m 

§ 

s 

e>ta 

2 

a 

R 

— 

2gg3 

— 1 

9+ 

SS 

S3 

a 

SS 

If 

| 

£ 
i 

£ 

m  s 

11 
OB 

i 

} 

o 

id 

8 

1 
i 

M 

1  I  » 

1 

p" 

j 

lie 

1 

1 

"9  -a  o  -a 
.  .as  • 

| 

E 

1 

^  I 
1 

f 

11 

i 

i 

1 

0 
■ 

a 
| 

J 

SB 

1 

fi 

i 
i 

[ 

i 

•s" 

....  .  . .  « 

* 

2 


Digitized  by  Google 


M  «  I  - 


■g-23-2 

mi 


81 


-«nuo-i  jo  sJmo  I 


|  T3 

— _  a 


£ 

■J  * 


— 

1 


*  E  S  =  .S 


S  «  I.'- 

z>  n  e  o 

I  S  o  =i 

S  .  ■  j»  3 


■  •  i  i 


"8-  • 


ft  JJJ  —  «fST»» 


■ifuipoail  'e.v 


•pojotiumoa  -o^ 
■ninos  <ianiu 


<iO|luo(ia|U|  Otf 


CO 

I 


"3*- "=fe 


2  8 


3 


o    n  f»  co  'O  '«3 


13 


o  so    ©  a  M  - 
—  •—  ^ 


5 


(bojj  paAMUM  S' 


-|»P»»P 


)  -o.v 


3  S 


8§SSa58 


9 


S  8 


a 


a  s 


i 


i 


c  a  _3 .—  g  it  o 


i 


3 


- 


f 


a 


J 


! 

B 


I 


3 

eg 


3 


if 


Digitized  by  Google 


Mi1 

1  223 


8 

1 

•  a 

si 

1 1 

H  *3 


lllHil 

.    =  2  c  £  -5  3 

ss|§£ll 


x  m  ■»    o  c  -» 

t»  cj  ci  a  -» 
—  — ■ 

<o  -» 

o 

<o<a 

"  = 

<- 

it,     «  ■  ■ 

—ii".           -  r  (  -  -T 

od  r*  « *f> 

■wet 

—  —       —  X  « 

•*n 

rsts—  omo 

« 

16  >o    c:  x 

e»ra 

-r  .  .     .  <sn 

w 

00  •  •  -> 

iff  •  •  — 

SS 

S "52 

■«• 

s 

ESS  • 

8*3 

8 

» ;e  o 

—  w-  o 
CO 

£!g§2" 

2§Sc5 

■w<ar»r»« 

•  i  et«  i 

§ 

X  ©  C.  —  CS 

—  E  —  a 

S 

SS 

— 

g"8  ass 

o»o  —  n 
—  »•! 

h 

t f  i 
ffjHn 

1 

cT     „  „ 

IHi 

ill* 

lull 

•f 

If 

11 

i  ,4 

ft.       .      J  £vf 

6  j  s  |q 

cf-2 

« 

a 
U 

6 

A 

11 

nisi 

Richard  H.  FUld, 

! 

! 

i 

i 

1 

<3 
3 

i 

-« 

f 

jj 

K 

Digitized  by  Google 


REMARKS. 

•M     *  ilwiz*  i%z£vdu^-*zr*$imi  ^:,-|f  1  utilise 

¥  -a             »        5  =  :  I  j  =        3  „  MS:  6  S  ,  ?r  !  *  !c"  =  s     «o"    -o  « "0     °  .2,    1    <>4!if  t3 

rl    i  iiiSUHiHihil i!*; \*lv*\i  HHJliG3lllPii 

_-—              -S        J;    ~S  e  j»2  I  s-i  "  Z  T     -S  -  *  •  *  S  c  e  S  c  £  c  =  2  E     =    ^ -o  c -s *  "  o  ?     c  o  5 - 

ii    si  |j^jrii>ii5i^iu^isjii^j|ii|iipoiii.y;iiiiifjii 

1 

i 

-t»ii>X 

o  e*  tt>  O  SJ    DM                          2                                                     cs^j  o> 

o  — vwo                             a                                             «»      o  in 

WJ 

n-einn    it  so                        o                                                  io       n  *r 

'una**  jo  •lu<i]^ 

  ■                                                   ii  • 

iiob 

'SaQJii  0|[OU 

,  mh«  n     ,                            m                                                   ,       «»  o 

I 
i 

I 

lutpind  -o\ 



moil  p«ou>u  eN 

i 

0 

K 

x 

* 

3 

• 

Is 

* 

WMMf  n»s  ox 

Sa»«iS                                                             S     2  S 

•  «-««o                        2                                    3     »  8 

82SS8  88                  5?                                    <J     3  8 

=-&»2                        **                                    a     8  2 

h 
■ 

•""><">  «H» 
<ump<M<H»*4  oS- 

§5fc£°S  S3                 S                                   3     5  2 

hipaarf  -ox 

8282S  S3                  3                                    S     35  8 

8SS83  35                  8                                    S     8  8 

i 

1    fl                                     „-  4 

IlfH  ff            1                          I    1  t 

i 

i 

! 
1 
I 

aiio»jia 

i 

Digitized  by  Googl 


■JtfUH  HUH 


■a  Ik 

c  rs  1  o 


-S  S  I  ? 
S  I  J  ^  r" 


il&gj|  lii££i 

f  sill  HI  Jji%it 


t>    K  oi 
w    ^  •-« 

kfi  O 

00  C  —  *T 

s? 

— .  l~ 

—  —  n 

PS 

«»  id  rt  rv 

IP 

T 

at  "O  « 

CI  ts  o» 

»3 

we* 

i  ■  *  • 

•    ■  TO 

.... 

- 

.... 

• 

. 

» 

■    ■  ■ 

.  e*« 

—  -/  —  , 

d  CO 

.  n  .  n 

• 

■ 

O  C  7*  O 

s  a 

Sf 

IS  CI 

Of 

8  s 

U3  OD  ^ 
"  n  — 

i 

w 

JD  X  w  "F 
— 

Ci 

fr*  C3  CI  CO 

ft<W 

■V 

M 

ot 

u  ft  j» 



1    .  « 

.  .  ,m 

o 

-  . 

..." 

( 

, 

i 

.  .  . 

°"°3 

wisest 

8! 

ftftCC^; 

• 

■WCI  0D 

•"3 

•aia 

c«    i;  o 
t  -  ;i  l". 

eon 
•<r  o 

2;ss 

§ 

l»  ft  CI  DO 

n  «  ci  n 

8 

8 

l!i  O 

«  — .  |, 

S3  ~  —  " 

""a 

tt  QD  «  ft 

8 

c  ci 

a 

■a 

C  T  l» 

IX   •    .  i 

I    1    •  • 

■ 

C«  . 

.  ■  .  . 

.    .  — 

pi 

8 

E2 

8 
I-. 

r: 

ic  \2  ■  .-i 

8!  5333 

232 
— 

2SS.S 

5 

m 

52 

S 

■ 

t.«  3  r;  d 
onr,a 

o 

*r  o ~l 

09 
M 

£  co 

"I* 

* 

< 

#cL 

b  p  O 

2  =2 

JHE  *  5 

c-2  2 

| 

j» 
s 
• 
• 

O 

f 

i 

i 
1 

« 1 

|  B  . 
a  *  * 

III 

=  > 

K   -  > 

p 

w  «  - 

Hi* 

f 

< 

1 

il 

Iff 

i 

X 

S 
d 
q 

I 

1 

J  f 

*  S  is 

|5  9 

£%  * 

K.  Drown, 

i 

i 

s 

1 

r. 

= 

1 

J 

*• 

■3 

ci 

Digitized  by  Google 


00 


REMARKS. 

1 

*3i%S  |  tjal     -84  JSC,  14 

II ffl  1  lirs   ^iTi-o  Is 

^Wt.^           £-|        -  =  c  Ci»     "I  . 
S-=    I-S-bc    Is      1                 "  4 

El-^Jiltt'li-i-  .         S«c      tr-o      i.  t>  a 
r--a_-gw«     -S  n-t  u  2        ,  -j  5  ■  :  i      t-3  f 
=  tlc.j1,f.S§  .     o  =-2  is  =  ^-g.5-5 
.o  —  e  —  Jc-r'^^'Sp  _-it«-'-i:?--tJe» 

lif*ijf«li*jl  i*i ;tn:ii 

T-HT.S  5  c  3  c-iS-o^  =sE-=v2S-=^:sS 

,1 

*  * 

£ 

-*ITio 

2    S             wan       oo  et 

j 

- 

.a  i  . 

13      W                  CC  •-»•          %,-J  .13 

--» 

,1 

>-    *             «•*>-£  t- 

-o 

f 

i 

g 

m 

3 

2 

r. 

-OlOiJ  a||uii  ov 

-  •'         .  .     a  »* 

r 
fl 

«-    o              out       r.  - 

S? 
- 



•Suipu.id  "an 

I 

•JIUJU9UJIU03  "ag| 

r. 
— 

a 

: 

•j 

5 

a 

i 

•.1J1.IIJ  <|IM.UJ 
IUI.j;  pJt<»l«  My 

■        •  *— -  ■          *4  • 

— 

■««»pimr.,V 

O     «                to-,  o 

ijofnwtioin-  'ujj 

*  a       *s  s 

- 

2  $         2£     g  2 

s 

» 

«• 

g 

1 

•V 

r.u..  l«Hia 

•     >             •  .       o*  . 

t  '  ' 

8  5         S3     2  S 

IB 

S3 

1 

J»UIUJ" J  *Ct\< 

8  8         S3     %  g 

-t             *  * 

1     5            J  8      .1  2 

! 

I  f  f j  3  s 

H    pm             e  3  „ 

8   s        ft     *  2 

||              "]       j  1 

•5 

i 

J 
1 
1 

I 

5 

1 

I 

s 

I 

I 

I 


J 

I 
■a 

i 
i 

I 


Digitized  by  Google 


i 


im.i 

£  a  |  a  &  '5 


5^ 


2  s  c"u  £  2 


§112  3-8 

§  5  S |  *  =.t 


1 

m 

s 

oooODoncijn- 

SS  M  «  S5  3!  §  —  —  Z.  «  « 

*  . 

1 

■VinfX)  |«j 

e  ti  e  o  o  oi  o  e  c  » 

«  «  S»  iS  13  rf 

I3S 

«»  ^*7*  T      «f  S      »I  SJ  T) 
i  1>  H!  l3  X  li  J  e  ti  S  T 

—  ,  3  13  !>5  «r  — 

r.  t,  r!  m.  u 

? !:  ?.  g 

! 

8 

il 

•Juuilu 

1 

•II»J 

sr 

8 

— 

'3(11101  ill  *Jtl*tQ 

.—    .Hi..,—  ,. 

 o 

.... 

- 

* 

••inb 

MOld    0||IMI  -ox 

13  —  «  ci  r-  »       <3  jj  ** 

O  CD  C*i  t)  Ci 

<—  L-5  C#  G* 
—  O 

B 

P 

P 

§ 

--  .    4-i   M  »A  Al    -  - 

— « 

o 

s 

-r 

1 

~  —  *^ 

g 

— 

*p«xiaiauiu.i  *o\' 

c*        *s*  •■1  ij  n 

« t>.  —  v  n  eg 

s  A  :^  '£ 

— 

c 

,  B 

■nnuu  <ime> 

UIOJJ  I'SAOOIJI  on 

t>bCOTJ---CNS 

■ 

00 

a 

I 
y 
I 

■hwmb  |nV  onj 

1^"  w  '  -  ,    ( v- 

R2S2 

>-W  X" 

n 

s 

r- 
i  * 

A 
S 

U 

k 

i  ci       a  »  (£  —  c  ^  rt 

-r s  J!  ;j 

s 

f 

1 
g 

3 

7»  .»  r3  t#  « .  «p  ;v     0*  7f  — 

1*  »-  ?1  ?|  75 

n  .i  i» 

TUMI— !■  «S- 

—  — 

S888Si3 

S 

mm 

* 

moij  pMamP^ii 

—  t  .  .  jsoi>e<-  .  — 

35  13  —  —  »~  13 

i 
J 

•> 

•NIP"  «.M 

m% 

i_ 

■ 

»0,|,U*d  0^ 

r ^  -f--,           ■»  ii 

~.  i  i~  S 

s 

— 
— 

?.?:?.*- 

1 

1 

1 

if     «r      •      jf - 
1  .tfjif   1  11 
3  6  J 1 9  5     c  £ 

~  2  L5  s    ^-f^  =* 
=  ?.-5-  e'~  =  p  = 

IjlililflJl 

fj  = 

hc et-= 

JjIlJi 

5" i 

Upi 

—  E  ■*■>'. 

iili 

a" 

1 

o 

M 
■ 

a 

'lirvj.'U  ij.i'i.. 
in  Hiiuno.)  jn  jt)<|um\- 

OD  1-  1-  f»     13      M5  IC  Ml 

13         IQ  «3  -.3 

! 

1in»Ji3  tpi»jo  i*qoin\' 

—  — 

o»  n  -» g  i- 

«  «  p«  |H  ^-  PH 

£2555 

! 

I 

J 

.S 

] 

1 


I 


8 
•s 

1 


2 
.-I 


S-  |3|| 


III  |  II 
1 

...  ,. 

.?  i 

•  £>  1  .£3 

Hi  || 

—  U,  H 


Digitized  by  Google 


[DOC.  No.  9.] 

TREASURER'S  REPORT 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  TO  THE  BANKS  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH 


VIRGINIA  TREASURY  OFFICE, 

Richmond,  2nd  December  1839. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates: 
SIR, 

This  communication  is  intended  to  put  the  general  assembly  in  possession  of  the  facts  relating  to 
the  subscriptions  and  payments  made  by  the  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth  to  the  banks  under  the  acts  of  the 
19lh  of  March  1339,  entided  "an  act  to  provide  for  further  subscriptions  on  the  part  of  the  state  to  the  Exchange 
bank  and  Northwestern  bank  of  Virginia,"  and  the  4th  of  April  1839,  entitled  "an  act  to  repeal  and  amend  cer- 
tain acts  respecting  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth. 


1st. — EXCHANGE  BANK  AT  NORFOLK. 
The  following  is  a  communication  received  from  the  president  of  that  bank : 

EXCHANGE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA,  April  15,  1839. 

SIR, 

We  intend  to  forward  to  you  by  special  messenger  or  through  the  bands  of  Mr.  Caskio  our  subscrip- 
tion book,  and  to  ask  your  subscription  on  behalf  of  the  state  of  4500  shares  of  our  stock,  pursuant  to  the  act  of 
the  19th  March  last,  though  you  may  no  doubt  regard  the  subscription  as  made  by  operation  of  law. 

In  the  mean  time  1  hope  you  will  forthwith  take  the  necessary  steps  to  provide  for  the  payment  to  be  made 
under  that  subscription.  To  enable  you  to  do  so,  1  send  a  statement  below  shewing  the  whole  amount  of  stock 
taken  and  fully  paid  up,  and  the  number  of  shares  now  to  be  paid  for  by  the  treasurer. 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

(Signed) 

SN.  WHITEHEAD,  FresU. 

Whole  number  of  shares  subscribed  to  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia,  -  -  -  11,950 

First  subscription  by  the  state,  ..... 
Proportion  of  individual  subscriptions  to  equal,  - 


2,960 

Number  of  shares  subscribed  for  by  individuals  and  actually  paid  up  more  than  the  state's  first  sub- 
scription 2,960  at  par  $  295,000. 

SN.  WHITEHEAD,  Pres't. 
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In  order  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  stock  required  to  be  subscribed  for  by  the  first  section  of  the 
act  of  the  19th  March  1839,  and  now  called  for,  I  caused  the  following  advertisement,  inviting  proposals  for  six 
per  cent,  loan,  to  be  published  in  the  newspapers  of  this  city,  the  Norfolk  Herald  and  Baltimore  American  : 

$  3S7.192  of  six  per  cent.  Virginia  State  Loo». 

By  authority  of  an  act  passed  19lh  March  1939,  entitled  "  an  act  to  provide  for  the  further  subscriptions 
on  the  part  of  the  state  to  the  Exchange  bank  and  Northwestern  bank  of  Virginia  : 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  I  will  receive  at  any  time  previous  to  12  o'clock  of  the  20th  day  of  May  next, 
sealed  proposals  for  six  per  cent,  loans  amounting  to  three  hundred  and  eighty-seven  thousand  one  hundred  and 
ninety-two  dollars,  (or  any  part  thereof,)  irredeemable  for  twenty  years.  Interest  payable  semi-annually  on  the 
first  of  January  and  first  of  July. 

Ample  provision  is  made  by  law  for  the  punctual  payment  of  the  interest  on  all  debts  of  the  state  in  specie 
or  its  equivalent. 

Proposals  endorsed  " slate  loan,"  to  be  left  at  the  treasury  office. 

L.  BURFOOT,  Treat'r  ComUh. 

April  19th,  1839. 

The  only  proposal  received  in  pursuance  of  the  foregoing  advertisement,  is  the  following: 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia  on  Wednesday  the  15th  May  1S39 : 


Present,—  SWEPSON  WHITEHEAD,  President, 

GEORGE  M'INTOSH, 
JAMES  CORNICE, 
RICHARD  DICKSON, 
SAMUEL  W.  PAUL, 


JOHN  SOUTHGATE,  I 
GEORGE  WILSON,  I 
W.  J.  HARDY,  f  m 


Directors- 


The  following  was  adopted  : 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  this  bank  will  be  willing  to  take  in  payment  from  the  treasurer  of  the  common* 
wealth  at  par,  as  much  of  the  six  per  cent,  stock  advertised  by  him  as  will  meet  the  state's  subscription  due  to 
the  bank,  or  any  portion  of  the  same. 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes. 

(Signed)  W.  SOUTHGATE,  Cashier. 

Sn.  Whitbhbad,  Pres't. 

This  proposal  was  accepted.  On  the  29th  of  May  the  following  resolution  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Exchange  bank  was  received  by  the  hands  of  John  Southgate,  esq.,  a  director  of  said  bank  : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia  on  Saturday  the  25th  of  May,  1839 : 

Present,—  SWEPSON  WHITEHEAD,  President, 


JAMES  COKNICK, 
JOHN  SOUHGATE, 
GEORGE  WILSON, 
WM.  J.  HARDY, 


GEORGE  M'INTOSH, 
SAML.  W.  PAUL, 
RICHARD  DICKSON, 
THOMAS  F.  ANDREWS, 


■  Directors. 


The  following  was  adopted  : 


Resolced,  That  John  Southgate,  a  director  of  this  bank,  be  appointed  and  authorized  to  wait  on  the  trea- 
surer of  the  commonwealth  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  his  subscription  in  the  bonks  of  the  Exchange  bank  of 
Virginia  for  the  remaining  four  thousand  Gve  hundred  shares  of  the  slock  in  said  bank  to  be  taken  and  held  by 
the  slate,  and  receive  payment  from  him  in  the  mode  designated  in  the  resolution  passed  by  this  board  on  the 
15th  day  of  this  month,  and  acceded  to  by  the  treasurer ;  and  on  receipt  of  payment  to  execute  proper  acknow- 
ledgments for  such  payment.  It  is  hereby  understood  that  the  number  of  shares  to  be  paid  for  at  ibis  lime  by 
returns  made  to  the  treasurer  is  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  shares. 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes. 

(Signed)  W.  SOUTHGATE, 

Sn.  Whitehead,  President. 
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Whereupon  a  subscription  for  four  thousand  five  hundred  shares  of  stock  in  the  Exchange  bank  of  Vir- 
ginia on  behalf  of  the  commonwealth,  as  required  by  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  the  19th  of  March  1S39,  was 
made  in  the  subscription  book  of  the  said  bank,  which  was  presented  to  the  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth  by 
Mr.  John  Southgatc,  and  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  ninety-five  thousand  dollars,  being  the  amount  called  for 
by  the  foregoing  resolution  of  the  25th  May  1S39,  and  the  statement  of  the  president  of  said  bank,  to  make  the 
commonwealth's  stock  equal  to  that  subscribed  and  paid  for  by  individuals,  was  paid  to  the  said  John  Southgate 
on  behalf  of  the  said  bank  as  per  the  following  receipt : 

■ 

TREASURY  OFFICE,  May  29,  1839. 

Received  for  the  Exchange  bank  of  Virginia  two  hundred  and  ninety-five  thousand  dollars,  being  the  sub- 
scription of  the  state  to  the  capital  stock  of  said  bank  pursuant  to  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  passed  19th 
March  1839. 

(Signed)  JNO.  SOUTHGATE, 

•  Agent  for  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia. 

$295,000. 

All  of  which  will  more  particularly  appear  by  reference  to  the  books  of  this  office. 

The  cashier  of  the  Exchange  bank  has  made  a  further  call  on  the  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth,  to  wit : 
At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Exchange  bank  of  Virginia  on  the  2d  of  October  1839,  the 
following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  cashier  be  requested  to  make  application  to  the  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth  for  pay- 
ment of  the  state's  subscription  on  103S  shares  subscribed  and  paid  for  by  individuals  more  than  have  been 
paid  for  by  the  state  since  the  application  to  the  treasurer  on  the  15th  of  April*  1839. 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes. 

(Signed)  W.  SOUTHGATE,  Cashier. 

•  Should  be  May. 


EXCHANGE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA,  October  3,  1839. 

Lawson  Bcrfoot,  Esq.,  Treasurer. 
SIR, 

I  beg  leave  to  hand  you  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  our  board  of  directors  of  the  2d  instant,  and 
to  request  your  compliance  therewith. 

Respectfully  yours, 

W.  SOUTHGATE,  Cashier. 
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Treasurer's  Answer. 

TREASURY  OFFICE,  October  12,  1839. 

Wright  Soothqatb,  Esq., 

Cashier  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia. 

SIR, 

Yours  covering  a  resolution  of  the  directors  of  the  Exchange  bank  at  Norfolk  making 
a  call  on  the  treasurer  for  the  payment  of  1038  shares  of  stock  in  that  bank,  to  put  the  state  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  private  stockholders  has  been  received. 

I  regret  to  inform  you  that  I  have  no  funds  in  the  treasury  applicable  to  the  payment,  and  that  from  the 
best  information  which  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  the  amount  cannot  be  borrowed  on  the  credit  of  the  state,  as 
state  stock  is  selling  in  this  place  below  par. 

1  will  use  all  the  means  in  my  power  to  meet  the  call  as  soon  as  possible. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

L.  BURFOOT,  Treair  Com'Uh. 
Since  the  date  of  this  letter  I  have  not  been  able  to  effect  a  loan  for  any  amount. 


2d— THE  NORTHWESTERN  BANK. 

In  order  to  pay  the  balance  due  on  the  state's  subscription  to  the  stock  of  the  Northwestern  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia, as  directed  by  the  2d  section  of  the  act  of  the  19th  of  March  1839,  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  report,  I 
included  the  amount  due  on  that  subscription  in  my  advertisement  of  the  19th  April  inviting  proposals  for  a  loan 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Exchange  Bank. 

After  the  advertisement  for  the  loan  was  published,  I  received  the  following  communications  from  the  cashier 
of  that  bank : 

NORTHWESTERN  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 
Wheeling,  23d  May  1839. 

L.  Burfoot,  Esq.  Tr. 


DEAR  SIR, 
the  state  bonds. 


May  I  request  the  favour  of  you  to  advise  what  success  you  met  with  in  the  sale  of 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

(Signed)  J.  LIST,  Cashier. 


Treasurer's  Answer. 

TREASURY  OFFICE,  Richmond,  27th  May  1839. 

SIR, 

Yours  of  the  23d  instant  was  received  this  morning.    I  hasten  to  give  you  the  information  you  ask. 
I  had  but  two  bids.    One  by  the  Exchange  Bank,  for  the  amount  due  to  it  at  par — the  other  by  an  indivi- 
dual for  $2000  at  }  of  1  per  cent,  premium.    I  shall  accept  the  offer  of  the  Exchange  Bank,  and  do  the  best  I 
can  with  the  balance  for  the  benefit  of  your  bank. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

L.  BURFOOT,  Treasurer. 
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NORTHWESTERN  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 
Wheeling,  June  6tb,  1839. 

L.  BrRFOoT,  Esq.  Tr. 


DEAR  SIR, 

Yours  of  the  27th  ult.  is  received  and  has  attention. 

The  directors  have  had  its  contents  under  consideration,  and  they  have  instructed  me  to  write  to  you  in 
dcr  to  ascertain  whether  (if  the  state  bonds  are  not  sold),  you  would  permit  this  bank  to  take  them  at  the  ss 
rate  as  the  Exchange  Bank  did  ? 

In  that  case  the  board  would  authorize  sonio  individual  to  go  on  to  Richmond  and  receive  them. 

Your  reply  by  return  of  mail  will  oblige 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

(Signed)  J.  LIST,  Cashier. 


Treasurer's  ylnsicer. 

TREASURY  OFFICE,  Richmond,  June  12th,  1839. 

I  have  made  every  effort  in  my  power  to  sell  the  state  stock  which  I  was  directed  by  an  act  of  the  general 
assembly  passed  the  19lh  day  of  March  last  to  sell  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  balance  due  on  the  common- 
wealth's subscription  to  the  stock  of  the  Northwestern  Bank  of  Virginia,  but  have  not  been  able  to  effect  a  sale 
except  for  the  amount  of  $  3,700.  The  present  state  of  the  stock  market  here  is  such  as  induces  me  to  believe 
that  there  is  but  a  very  remote  probability  of  selling  the  remainder  in  any  short  time  even  at  par.  I  have  there- 
fore concluded  to  pay  yon  the  amount  on  hand  and  to  issue  the  stock  to  the  bank  as  proposed  in  yours  of  the 
6th  instant.  This  will  be  done  on  the  appearance  of  your  agent  with  full  authority  from  the  bank  to  receive  the 
money  and  stock,  and  grant  the  necessary  and  proper  receipts  for  the  same. 

I  must  have  the  scrip  for  the  bank  stock  at  the  same  time — $  400,000. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

L.  BURFOOT,  Treasurer  Commonwealth. 

To  the  President  of  the  Northwestern  Sank  of  Virginia. 


The  following  resolution  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Northwestern  Bank  of  Virginia  was  presented  to 
me  by  J.  List,  cashier  of  said  bank : 

NORTHWESTERN  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 
Wheeling,  June  20,  1839. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  held  at  the  banking  house  this  day,  it  was 

"Resolved,  That  John  List,  cashier,  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  receive  "from  the 
treasurer  of  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  the  balance  due  on  four  thousand  shares  of  stock  subscribed  for  on 
behalf  of  the  state  to  the  capital  of  the  Northwestern  Bank  of  Virginia,  by  the  act  of  the  general  assembly 
passed  on  the  25th  day  of  March  1837,  and  to  execute  to  the  said  treasurer  proper  acknowledgments  of  such 
payment;  and  upon  the  receipt  from  the  treasurer  of  the  said  balance  to  be  paid  either  in  money  or  in  the 
scrip  of  the  state  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  or  part  in  each,  to  deliver  to  said  treasurer  a 
certificate  to  the  state  for  4000  shares  of  stock  in  this  bank." 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  an  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  board. 

(Signed)  ARCH'D  WOODS, 

President  Northwestern  Bank  of  Virginia. 
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The  following  account  was  also  furnished  by  the  cashier  for  the  purpose  of  shewing  the  amount  due  on  the 
state  stock  heretofore  subscribed  for  : 

Commonwealth  op  ViiiciNiA  on  account  of  bank  stock,  In  account  with  the  Northwestern  Bank  of  Virginia. 

DR. 

1837— July    18— To  2d  instalment  on  4000  shares  stock,  each  share  8  100,  payable 

October  1st,  1837,  ....  200,000  00 

Dec'r  30 — To  interest  on  balance  S  117,190  00  from  October  1st,  1837,  -  1,757  00 

1838—  June  30— To  do.  do.  109,947  67  from  Junuary  1st,  1839,  -  3,298  33 
Dec'r  31— To  do.  do.  101,210  00  from  July  1st,  1838,  -  -  3,036  00 
June    22 — To  A.  Robinson,  jr.,  collector  Board  of  public  improvements  for  error  in  credit 

of  dividends,    -  -  -  -  -  90  00 


$208,181  33 

1839— June    22— To  balance,  -  -  -  -  $  92,282  00 


CR. 

1837 — Ocl'r     9— By  cash  paid  S.  Sprigg,  Esq.,        ...                -  82,809  33 

Dec'r  30 — By  dividend,              .....  9,000  00 

1S38— June    30— By  dividend  3  per  cent.  401,000,     ....  12,030  0O 

Dec'r  31— By     do.     3  per  cent.  402,000,     ....  12,060  00 

1839— June    22— By  balance,               .....  92,2S2  00 


$208,1  SI  33 

E.  E. 

(Signed)  JOHN  LIST,  Cashier, 

By  II.  D.  Brown,  General  Book-keeper. 

Wheeling,  Virginia. 

Having  received  only  S  3700  of  the  loan  advertised  on  the  19th  of  April,  that  amount  was  paid  in  cash  and 
$88,582  in  stale  bonds  bearing  interest  at  6  per  cent.,  making  $  92,282,  the  balance  due  by  the  foregoing  ac- 
count was  paid  to  the  said  List  who  was  authorized  by  the  said  resolution  to  receive  the  same.  His  receipt  is 
in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit : 

TREASURY  OFFICE,  1st  July,  1S39. 

Received  for  the  Northwestern  Bank  of  Virginia  ninety-two  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars 
on  account  of  the  state's  subscription  to  the  Northwestern  Bank. 
$92,232. 

(Signed)  J.  LIST,  Cashier. 

All  of  which  will  more  particularly  appear  by  reference  to  the  books  of  this  office. 
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3d. — THK  BANK  OF  THE  VALLEY. 

■  * 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  executive,  by  which  I  was  informed  that  the  Bank  of  the  Valley 
had  accepted  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  the  25th  March  1837  and  4th  of  April  1839,  whereupon  I  proceeded, 
as  directed  by  the  8th  section  of  the  act  of  4th  of  April  1839,  to  subscribe  in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth 
for  3700  shares  of  the  stock  of  said  bank  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

TREASURY  OFFICE,  July  27th,  1S39. 

Whereas  by  the  8th  section  of  the  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia,  passed  the  4th  of  April  1839, 
entitled  "an  act  lo  repeal  and  ameud  certain  acts  respecting  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth,"  it  is  provided 
that  upon  the  executive's  being  notified  of  the  acceptance  by  the  siockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley  in  Vir- 
ginia of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  treasurer  shall  proceed  lo  subscribe  in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth  for 
the  slock  of  the  said  bank  authorized  to  be  subscribed  for  on  behalf  of  ihe  commonwealth  by  the  act,  entitled 
11  an  act  increasing  the  banking  capital  of  the  commonwealth,"  passed  the  25th  March  1837;  and  lo  pay  for 
such  subscription  out  of  the  money  heretofore  loaned  to  said  bank,  and  still  on  loan  therewith  ;  and  to  that  end, 
the  treasurer  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  surrender  to  said  bank  its  obligation  for  the  payment  of 
the  money  on  loan  as  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  by  a  communication  from  the  executive  addressed  to  the  treasurer  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit : 

EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT,  July  20th,  1839. 

SIR 

I  am  instructed  by  the  lieutenant  governor  to  inform  you  that  he  has  received  from  the  cashier  of  the 
Bank  of  the  Valley  a  communication  bearing  date  the  20th  inst.,  transmitting  a  resolution  of  the  stockholders 
of  the  said  bank  accepting  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  passed  the  4th  day  of  April  l*-39, 
entitled  "an  act  to  repeal  and  amend  certain  acts  respecting  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth,"  and  also  the 
provisions  of  an  act,  entitled  "an  act  increasing  the  banking  capital  of  this  commonwealth,"  passed  March 
25ln,  1S37,  as  the  same  are  modified  by  the  aforesaid  act  of  the  4lh  day  of  April  1S39. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

(Signed)  WM.  H.  RICHARDSON,  S  C. 

it  appears  that  the  provisions  of  the  said  acts  have  been  accepted  by  the  stockholders  of  said  bank. 

And  whereas  the  subscription  authorized  by  the  said  Sth  section  to  be  made  on  behalf  of  the  common- 
wealth for  the  stock  of  said  bank  is  directed  to  be  made  by  the  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth  : 

Now  be  it  known  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  I  Lawson  Burfoot,  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth  for 
and  on  behalf  of  the  commonwealth,  do  hereby  subscribe  to  the  increased  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  Val- 
ley in  Virginia,  for  three  thousand  seven  hundred  shares  of  the  slock  of  said  bank,  and  in  payment  of  the  said 
Stock  I  hereby  surrender  to  said  bank  its  obligation  for  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  dollars 
loaned  as  aforesaid. 

L.  BURFOOT,  Trem'r  Comm'th  Va. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  treasurer's  letter  to  the  cashier  enclosing  the  commonwealth's  subscription 
and  the  answer  of  the  casher  : 

TREASURY  OFFICE,  July  27th,  1839. 

SIR, 

Inclosed  I  send  you  the  commonwealth's  subscription  to  the  stock  of  your  bank.  Also  your  bond 
which  I  am  authorized  to  surrender  in  payment  of  said  subscription — plcaso  send  me  the  scrip  for  the  bank 
stock,  and  oblige 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

L.  BURFOOT,  TreatW  Comm'th. 

To  the  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley  in  Virginia. 
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BANK  OF  THE  VALLEY  IN  VIRGINIA, 
August  5th,  1S39. 

L.  Burfoot,  Esq.,  Treasurer. 
DEAR  SIR, 

Your  favour  of  the  27th  ult.,  enclosing  the  commonwealth's  subscription  to  the  stock  of 
this  bank  and  the  bond  has  been  received,  and  as  requested  I  enclose  herein  the  scrip. 

I  am  very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  servant, 

(Signed)  H.  M.  BRENT,  Cashier. 


4th. — BANK  OF  VIRGINIA. 
5th— FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  executive  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit : 

EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT,  June  4,  1S39. 

SIR, 

I  am  instructed  by  the  governor  to  inform  you  that  he  has  received  from  the  presidents  of  the 
Bank  of  Virginia  and  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia,  communications  bearing  date  the  3d  inst.  transmitting  resolu- 
tions of  the  stockholders  of  those  bunks  respectively  accepting  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  assembly,  entitled 
"an  act  increasing  the  banking  capital  of  this  commonwealth,"  passed  March  25th,  1S37,  as  modified  by  the 
act,  entitled  "  an  act  to  repeal  and  amend  certain  acts  respecting  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth,"  passed 
April  4th,  1S39. 

Very  respectfully,  vmir  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  H.  RICHARDSON,  Sec'y  ComnCth. 

Whereupon  I  proceeded  as  directed  by  the  Sth  section  of  the  act  of  the  4th  April  1939,  to  subscribe  in  the 
name  of  the  commonwealth  for  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  shares  of  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  for  five  thousand  and  fifty  shares  of  the  stock  of  the  Fanners  Bank  of  Virginia,  which  said  subscrip- 
tions were  paid  lor  by  the  treasurer  out  of  tho  money  heretofore  loaned  to  said  banks  by  surrendering  to  said 
banks  severally  their  bonds  held  by  the  commonwealth. 

All  of  winch  will  more  fully  appear  by  reference  to  the  books  of  this  office. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Subscriptions  and  payments  made  by  the  treasurer  to  the  stocks  of  the  following  banks,  as  stated  in  this 
report : 

The  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia  for  S  450,000,  paid             -                 -  295,000 

The  Northwestern  Bank,  (balance  of  subscription  heretofore  made,)        -  92,282 

Bank  of  the  Valley  in  Virginia,       ....  370,000 

Bank  of  Virginia,        -                                  -                 -                -  325,000 

Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia,             ....  505,000 

81,567,282 

The  three  last  amounts  were  paid  for  by  a  surrender  to  each  of  said  banks  of  its  bond  held  by  the  com- 
monwealth. 

Certificates  of  stocks  held  by  the  commonwealth,  and  now  in  the  possession  of  the  treasurer,  including  the 
subscriptions  heretofore  made,  as  well  as  those  stated  above : 

Exchange  Bank  certificate,        No.  614,       ...  4,500  shares. 

Do.  do.  "  615,       -  -  -  2,950  do. 

The  Northwestern  Bank,  "  133,       -  -  -  4,000  do. 

The  Bank  of  the  Valley,  "      1,  -  -  3,700  do. 

The  Bank  of  Virginia,  '«      1,  -  -  3,260  do. 

The  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia,  "      1,      -  -  -         6,050  do. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  reported. 

L.  BURFOOT,  Treat'r  Com'th. 
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CONDITION  OF  THE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA. 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT,  Dbcbmbbb  6,  1839. 

SIR, 

I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  covering  a  general  state- 


ment of  the  condition  of  that  bank  on  the  2d  instant,  for  the  information  of  the  general 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  CAMPBELL. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  Route  of  Delegate*. 


BANK  OF  VIRGINIA,  5th  Decembeb,  1839. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  excellency  a  general  statement  of  the  condition  of  this  bank 
and  branches,  as  required  by  the  8th  section  of  "an  act  concerning  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  passed  on  the  2d  April  183S. 

With  high  respect, 

i 

I  am  your  excellency's  most  ob'dt, 

JOHN  BROCKENBROUGH,  ProV. 

To  hit  Excellency  Governor  Campbell. 
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GENERAL  STATE  OF  THE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 


Loans  outstanding, 

Specie  on  hand, 

special  deposit  in  Philadelphia, 
government  drafts  payable  in  coin, 

Sterling  bills,  - 
Notes  of  other  banks  in  the  state, 
Do.        da      out  of  the  state, 

Balances  due  from  other  banks, 
Stocks,  - 
Real  estate,  - 


641,241  19 
50,000  00 
10,655  00 


116,918  20 
61,867  00 


5,664,374  89 


701,796  19 
18,289  29 


178,785  20 
167,036  29 
676,331  56 
326,642  41 

$7,733,265  83 
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INCLUDING  THE  BRANCHES — December  2,  1839. 


Capital  stock,  originally  paid  in,  -  -  -      3,240,000  00 

Do.  recently  subscribed  by  tho  state,  -  -  -        325,000  00 

Do.       do.         do.  individuals,  -  -  -         72,400  00 


3,637,400  00 

Notes  in  circulation,  2,513,412  50 
Surplus  fund  for  extinguishment  of  bad  debts  prior  to  June  3,  1S39,  and  appli- 
cable as  profits  to  old  shareholders,  after  deducting  $  260,000  of  debt 

reported  to  be  bad,                 ....  223.34S  47 

Discounts  and  proGts  received  since  3d  June  1839,                 -                -  .       143,258  65 

Balances  due  to  other  banks,             ....  292,031  86 

Deposits,      ......  923,804  45 

$7,733,255  83 

By  comparing  the  above  statement  with  that  rendered  on  the  1st  January  last,  it  will  be  perceived — 
That  although  the  capital  slock  of  the  bank  has  been  increased  $  397,400,  the  outstanding  debt  has  been 
reduced  $  1,056,836  92. 

That  the  notes  in  circulation  have  been  reduced  $  843,610,  whilst  the  specie  and  funds  available  as  specie 
remain  S  773,875  11,  being  in  the  proportion  of  $  3.{  of  circulation  to  8  1  of  coin. 

The  item  of  stocks,  which  has  been  increased  since  the  last  statement  $  74,631  56,  consists  of  S  600,000 
subscribed  to  the  James  river  and  Kanawba  company,  $  145,000  in  stocks  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  and  in  bank 
and  other  stocks  amounting  to  $31,331  66,  all  of  which  except  the  first  item  may  be  regarded  as  stated  at  their 
reasonable  value. 

Fully  two  thirds  of  the  amount  of  real  estate  consists  of  banking  houses  at  cost,  the  remaining  one  third  is 
considered  not  much  if  at  all  over  estimated  in  value :  but  it  is  impossible  to  say  what  any  part  would  produce, 
as  the  value  is  of  course  regulated  by  circumstances. 

Returns  of  the  denominations  of  notes  in  circulation  not  having  been  fully  made  by  the  departments,  the 
precise  number  of  each  cannot  now  be  ascertained,  but  it  is  believed  information  will  be  obtained  and  fur- 
nished in  season. 

The  last  dividend  of  profits  declared  being  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent  upon  $  3,240,000  amounted  to 
$  162,000. 

The  amount  of  transactions  in  exchange,  and  the  amount  of  interest  and  exchanges  received  thereon,  will 
be  reported  from  the  departments  at  the  close  of  the  year,  when  a  detailed  statement  thereof  will  be  prepared 
and  presented,  it  is  hoped,  in  season. 

The  customary  time  of  rendering  statements  from  the  several  departments  of  the  bank,  as  to  the  condition 
of  the  outstanding  debt,  is  at  the  close  of  the  year,  when  the  profits  are  divided :  full  returns  will  then  be  made, 
and  a  detailed  statement  prepared  and  rendered  ;  but  no  information  has  been  received  to  induce  a  belief  that 
any  material  amount  of  bad  debt  exists,  further  than  the  amount  above  deducted  from  the  surplus  fund. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  on  the  3d  December  1839: 
The  foregoing  statement  and  report  being  examined,  ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  as  correct. 

JOHN  BROCKENBROUGH, 

City  of  Richmond,  to  tint: 

This  day  Anthony  Robinson,  jun.,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  appeared  before 
me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  city,  and  made  oath,  tnat  the  within  statement  is  truly  compiled  and  deduced 
from  statements  rendered  by  the  several  departments  of  the  said  bank,  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge 
and  belief.    Given  under  my  hand  this  fifth  day  of  December  1839. 

RICHD.  D.  SANXAY,  J.  P. 
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CONDITION  OF  THE  FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA. 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT,  December  6,  1839. 

SIR, 

I  enclose  for  the  information  of  the  general  assembly,  a  letter  from  the  president  of  the  Farmers 
Bank  of  Virginia,  with  a  general  statement  of  the  condition  of  that  bank  on  the  2d  instant. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  CAMPBELL. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 
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FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA,  December  6,  1839. 

SIR, 

I  enclose  a  general  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  bank  on  the  2d  instant,  with  a  table  shewing  the 
denominations  of  notes  in  circulation,  the  dealings  in  exchange,  and  the  real  estate  of  the  bank,  which  with  this 
note  I  pray  you  to  lay  before  the  general  assembly. 

This  bank  was  reduced  to  the  necessity,  along  with  other  banks  of  the  state,  of  resolving  temporarily  to 
suspend  specie  payments  on  the  12th  October  last.  The  resolution  was  taken  under  a  painful  sense  of  the  re- 
sponsibility it  involved,  and  not  until  it  was  seen  that  thereby  alone  could  mischiefs  the  most  serious  to  the  com- 
munity at  large  and  to  the  banks  be  avoided. 

The  stale  of  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth  has  annually  been  made  public;  and  whilst  their  condition 
has  been  such  as  to  inspire  unhesitating  confidence  in  the  soundness  and  security  of  the  institutions,  it  must  have 
been  remarked  that  it  was  not  favourable  to  the  mnintt  nance  of  specie  payments  in  a  period  of  commercial  re- 
vulsion occurring  unexpectedly,  and  compelling  the  bunks  of  the  principal  commercial  points  to  suspend.  It 
has  been  known  that  their  loans  have  been  large  for  their  capitals,  and  that  they  could  not  be  called  in  of  a  sud- 
den, and  least  of  all  at  a  period  of  unusual  obstruction  to  the  ordinary  business  transactions  of  the  country.  So 
also  the  circulation  has  been  large  for  the  specie  held  by  the  banks — usually  it  has  been  reduced  without  embar- 
rassment, by  drawing  upon  collections  made  by  other  banks  on  account  of  our  own  ;  but  this  resource  failing, 
as  fail  it  must  in  the  event  of  suspension  by  banks  in  other  states,  the  loss  of  the  specie  capital  of  our  banks 
would  be  inevitable.  For  it  will  be  remarked  the  tendency  of  the  circulation  to  return  upon  the  banks  would 
be  increased  at  such  a  time,  and  besides  that  the  payment  of  deposites  would  be  exacted  in  coin. 

The  reduction  of  the  outstanding  debt  and  ol  the  liabilities  of  the  bank,  had  been  steadily  looked  to  ante- 
rior to  the  suspension  of  the  banks  in  the  cities  before  mentioned  ;  it  was  a  policy  however  that  had  of  course 
to  be  modified  and  limited  by  a  due  regard  to  its  effects  on  the  property,  business,  employments  and  commerce 
of  the  country.  Hence  the  reduction  was  pursued  with  caution,  and  less  was  accomplished  than  would  have 
satisfied  the  judgment  of  those  having  the  management  of  the  institution  if  they  had  been  at  liberty  to  disregard 
the  high  claims  of  the  community.  It  must  be  admitted  that  time  and  great  forbearance  arc  necessary  to  bring 
about  a  change  in  banking,  especially  when  as  in  this  state  it  has  been  conducted  through  a  long  series  of  years 
upon  terms  of  great  indulgence  and  liberality.  At  the  date  of  the  late  suspension  the  board  was  satisfied  that 
the  consequences  of  an  incautious  attempt  to  maintain  specie  payments  would  have  been  the  loss  at  least  of  the 
specie  capital  to  supply  the  foreign  demand  for  it,  the  prostration  of  business  of  every  kind  along  with  the  price 
of  every  description  of  property,  and  general  embarrassment  and  discredit. 

The  capital  of  the  bank  has  been  increased  since  the  beginning  of  the  year  nearly  SG00.OOO,  and  the  debt 
outstanding  has  been  reduced  something  more  than  S  590,000.  Within  that  period  the  circulation  has  diminished 
upwards  of  S 690,000,  and  the  deposites  more  than  $300,000. 

The  circulation  and  the  outstanding  debt  are  less  now  than  they  were  on  the  12th  October  when  the  sus- 
pension was  resolved  on;  by  which  it  appears  that  the  bank  has  not  departed  from  the  course  of  cautious  reduc- 
tion which  it  had  previously  prescribed  to  itself.  The  line  of  discounts  and  the  circulation  compared  with  the 
specie  arc  each  within  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  act  of  assembly. 

The  last  dividend  of  profits  declared  was  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent.,  which  on  the  capital  of  $2,000,000 
amounted  to  $  120,000. 

The  bank  has  continued  to  supply  the  community  liberally  with  change;  and  by  some  of  the  branches  of 
the  institution  large  demands  made  by  brokers  and  others  have" been  paid  in  coin  rather  than  incur  the  penalties 
of  a  protest. 

The  course  of  the  bank  has  been  forced  upon  it  by  public  considerations,  at  the  risk  of  serious  consequences 
to  itself  and  of  great  embarrassment  to  the  officers,  in  the  humble  confidence  that  it  will  be  approved  by  the 
general  assembly. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  great  respect, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

WM.  H.  MACFARLAND,  Prct't. 

To  his  Excellency  David  Campbell. 
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State  of  the  Farmers 


(No.  1.) 

Bank  of  Virginia,  including  the  Branches,  on  Monday  the  2d 


1S39. 


Debt  outstanding,  1,212,757  85  3,782,594  07,4,995,351  92 


Foreign  bills  of  exchange, 
Farmers  bank  stock,  49  shares, 
Specie, 

Notes  of  other  banks, 
Dae  from  other  banks, 


6,936  86 
4,900  00 
531,541  83 
207,528  53 
71,033  37 
199,312  86 


Capital  slock: 
Old  stock, 
New  stock,  insi 
interest, 


2,000,000  00 
590,470  91 


$0,016,605  37 


Notes  in  circulation, 

Deposit  monej,  commonwealth  and  others, 
Contingent  fund, 

Profit  and  loss  of  the  institution  6  i 


2,596,470  91 
2,132,523  50 
739,237  99 
434,869  44 
113,503  53 

$6,016,605  37 


FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 

Richmond,  3d  December  1S39. 

The  undersigned  directors  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  certify  that  the  foregoing  statements  have  been 
mined  and  are  believed  to  be  correct. 

CHARLES  ELLIS,  SAM'L  MARX, 

A.  PLEASANTS,  SAMUEL  REEVE, 

NICHOLAS  MILLS,  O.  WILLIAMS, 

Wm.  H.  HUBBARD,  SUBLETT  M'GRUDER. 

JAMES  SIZER, 


Statb  of  Virginia — City  of  Richmond,  to  u-it: 

J.  G.  Blair,  cashier  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia,  this  day  personally  appeared  before  me  a  justice  of 
the  peace  of  the  city  aforesaid,  and  made  oath  that  the  foregoing  statements  were  made  out  from  the  books  of 
the  bank,  and  from  the  latest  returns  preceding  the  date,  from  the  branches,  and  are  correct  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief.    Given  under  my  hand  this  4th  day  of  December  1S39. 

RICH'D  D.  SANXAY,  J.  P. 


(No.  2.) 

Statement  of  Notes  in  circulation  of  the  Farmers  Baxk  of  Virginia  and  Branches  on  the  2d  Dec.  1S39. 


IK  JOTM  or 


Iuiied. 

Cancelled,  - 


On  hand, 


Petersburg, 
Fredericksburg, 

Do. 
Lynchburg, 

Winchester, 
Danrille,  - 


l»t  I- 


3d  1« 


$1    $2    $1  $2 


62300  1 19600  48000  33000 
58130  115304  11333  5130 


4080     43110  36077  30S70 
-    I     -    I  6907  HSG4 


4080  I    4390  31470  3100G 
Denomination*  not 
in  return*, 
Onto 


Of  C,7,  8,  and  0, 
Denominations  not  specified 
in  returns, 
D.llo 


$6     $6    $7    S8  !  *9  I  $10  !  S30 


553000  15000  IWJ00  3n«10  33400    030000  ,  510000 

4<joe<:ir,   i«JC2  srr.i   3333   iu3C .  807KM)  375*40 


G5US5  |;U;3H  15449  ltfilte  33174    II3II0    1 401  OA 


5500 


59005 


43375 


4300    7359    0300  13357  i 


8010 


0438,  8100    0308    0117  103300 


31300 


'.'Tin  in 


113  


DOOM 


S50 


MOON 

555.'  i  HI 


3H45H0 
110150 


194350 


.-t;:ui 


10530    3983    3353    3008  4482 


23940     07080  1G3850 


S  100  DoLLAM. 


1 01 10000  4,787,600 
I0433OM  3,400,313 


557700 
'.-'•J  


35000 


i:!iiiu 


mm 


IJMteW 
777,014 


54-1.573 

131,1134 

192.IM5 
OOfLOBB 
15,878 


440,!l!10 
235,061 
340,Ga5 


 ~ 


Some  half 
notes  paid 
half. 


by  the  imount  on  ban 
vhicb  not  baring  been 


hand  ot  the  mother  bank  of 
naot  be  I 
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( No.  3. ) 

Real  Estate  of  the  Farmers  Bank  op  Virginia  and 


At  Richmond, 
Norfolk, 
Petersburg, 
Fredericksburg, 
Lynchburg, 
Winchester, 


-  Cost 
it 

ti 

.  << 
(i 


86.6S7  94  estimated  to  be  worth  cost. 
32,606  30  no  return  of  value  at  this  time. 
28,973  18  do. 
17,000  00  over  the  value  about 
11,556  26  no  return  of  value  at  this  time. 
22,490  18  over  the  value  estimated 


6,000  00 


-    $14,490  18 


8199,312  86 


Farmeri  Bank  of  Virginia,  2nd  December  1839. 


(  No.  4. ) 

Dealing!  in  Exchange  of  the  Farmers  Bank  op  Virginia  and  its  Branches  to  the  2nd  December  1839. 


At  Richmond,  since  1st  January  1839. 

Inland  bills  discounted,  purchased  and  collected, 
Discounts  and  exchange  thereon,  ... 
Foreign  bills  purchased  £  100,1574  10.  8.  sterling,  - 
Loss  thereon,  -  -  -  - 

At  Norfolk,  reported  from  1st  September  to  27th  November  1839. 
Bills  negotiated  in  and  out  of  this  state, 

on  $1,970  00  a  difference  of  J        p.  ct.  has  been  charged. 
743  00        do.  1        do.  do. 

6,223  45        do.  i  to  £  do.    has  been  allowed. 

219  02        do.  6         do.  do. 

Drafts  by  this  branch. 

on  839,810  29  no  premium  has  been  charged. 
28,709  32  i  to  J   p.  ct.  do. 
33,210  09  I  to  1     do.  do. 
4,826  62  2  to  2*  do.  do. 
200  00  5  do.  do. 

At  Petersburg — no  report  made. 

Fredericksburg — report  no  premiums  received  or  paid. 
Lynchburg — no  report  made. 
Winchester — no  report  made. 
Danville — dealings  in  exchange  last  quarter, 
Premiums  thereon,  - 


63.4S2  72 

— 

1,603  53 


2,809,350  93 
509,913  44 


76,511  52 


8337  03 


$37,311  95 
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MEMORIAL  OF  THE  EXCHANGE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA. 


TO  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  VntGINIA. 

The  memorial  of  the  Exchange  bank  of  Virginia  respectfully  represents,  that  having  obtained  the  procla- 
mation of  the  executive  as  required  by  law,  it  commenced  operations  on  the  first  day  of  September  1838,  with 
a  capital  of  $952,100,  subscribed  as  follows: 

By  the  state  of  Virginia,  450,000  dollars. 

By  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  433,300  " 
By  the  town  of  Clarkesvillc,  24,500  " 

By  the  town  of  Petersburg,  34,300  " 

By  the  city  of  Richmond,  10,000  « 

Of  this  sum  there  was  paid  in  specie  and  in  funds  equivalent  thereto,  up  to  the  5th  October  1833, 
$  735,159  18  ;  that  on  the  5th,  12th  and  19th  days  of  October  following,  in  obedience  to  law,  and  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  stockholders  at  their  first  general  meeting  directing  the  bank  to  establish  the  branches 
as  soon  as  practicable,  the  following  amounts  of  the  capital  paid  in  were  assigned  and  paid  over  to  the  autho- 
rized agents  of  the  respective  departments,  viz: 

To  Richmond,  188,375  dollars. 

Petersburg,  1SS.375  " 

ClarkesvilTe,  73,350  " 

Retaining  at  the  parent  bank  in  Norfolk,  283,059  13 

With  this  distribution  of  its  capital,  the  bank  and  its  several  departments  proceeded  to  carry  out  the  in- 
tention of  the  legislature  in  its  establishment  by  extending  to  all  the  avocations  of  life  a  due  proportion  of  its 
benefits,  as  far  as  its  limited  means  and  the  interests  of  the  stockholders  permitted.  During  the  progress  of 
their  business,  which  your  memorialists  verily  believe  was  conducted  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  its  various  cus- 
tomers, the  merchants,  farmers,  mechanics  and  others  who  required  banking  facilities,  and  were  enabled  to  offer 
satisfactory  security,  either  personal,  real  or  mixed,  all  were  accommodated;  and  that  the  citizens  generally 
might  have  further  opportunity  of  becoming  interested  in  the  stock  of  the  bank,  it  was  offered  to  them  from  time 
to  time  on  the  same  terms  and  cost  as  to  the  original  subscribers,  with  the  interest  accruing  at  the  time  of  sale  ; 
and  such  was  the  favour  in  which  the  stock  was  held  by  this  community  that  it  has  all  been  subscribed  and 
taken  except  512  shares,  or  51,200  dollars. 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  further  to  represent,  that  whilst  they  were  thus  pursuing  the  duties  assigned 
tliem  and  the  obligations  required  of  them  by  the  law  in  successfully  aiding  the  operations  of  trade  and  commerce, 
and  promoting  the  interests  and  welfare  of  the  stockholders,  a  state  of  things  had  been  created  in  the  states  to  the 
north  of  Virginia,  with  which  our  commercial  communications  are  intimate,  as  to  threaten  tire  peaceful  and  success- 
ful course  of  their  business  ;  and  it  was  not  long  before  these  apprehensions  were  realized  by  a  constant  and  in- 
creasing demand  through  the  agency  of  brokers  on  their  specie  capital  for  transportation  and  export.  To  such 
an  extent  was  this  drain  carried  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  months  they  sustained  demands  of  this  chnracter  for 
between  200  and  250,000  dollars  in  coin  ;  and  so  great  was  the  avidity  with  which  the  notes  of  this  bank  were 
sought  after,  that  in  the  vicinity  of  this  place  a  premium  was  paid  for  them  in  the  issues  of  the  distant  branches 
of  the  Virginia  banks  for  the  sole  purpose  of  withdrawing  specie  from  the  vault,  and  not  for  the  purposes  of  legiti- 
mate trade  and  commerce. 

Your  memorialists  perceiving  from  this  state  of  things  that  the  usefulness  of  the  institution  must  be  much 
diminished  unless  its  exhausted  stock  of  specie  could  be  speedily  recruited,  made  application  early  in  the  month 
of  October  to  the  trcasurcrof  the  commonwealth  for  payment  of  the  state's  subscription  on  1038  shares  of  stock, 
amounting  to  103,800  dollars,  (to  put  the  state  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  private  stockholders,  as  by  provision 
of  law  required,)  but  failing  in  this  application  for  want  of  "  funds  in  the  treasury  applicable  to  the  payment, " 
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they  were  reluctantly  compelled  on  the  16th  day  of  the  same  month  to  submit  to  a  partial  suspension  of  specie 
payments  for  the  present  as  a  measure  of  protection  and  justice  to  the  depositors  and  dealers  with  the  bank. 

They  further  respectfully  represent  that  the  capital  now  subscribed  and  taken  amounts  to  1,748,800  dollars, 
and  is  held  as  follows  : 

By  the  slate,         -  -  -  900,000  dollars. 

By  the  citizens  of  Norfolk  and  vicinity,  603,800  " 

By  the  citizens  of  Richmond,  -  103,900  " 

By  the  citizens  of  Petersburg,  -  71,000  " 

By  the  citizens  of  Clarkcsvillc,  -  110,100 

Of  this  amount  of  capital  subscribed  and  taken,  there  has  been  paid  in  up  to  this  period  $  1,593,112  81,  and 
is  assigned  as  follows  : 

To  Norfolk,  557,112  81  capital. 

To  Richmond,  415,000 

To  Petersburg,  415,000  M 

To  Clarkcsvillc,         166,000  " 

Leaving  an  amount  due  by  the  state  on  its  subscription  of  $  155,000,  and  by  individual  subscribers  of  $  10,687 
19  cents.  Of  the  moiety  of  the  capital  subscribed  by  the  treasurer  on  behalf  of  the  commonwealth,  S  450,000 
were  paid  in  United  States  treasury  drafts;  $295,000  in  6  rx?r  cent,  state  stock,  the  treasurer  being  unable  to  re- 
alize the  money  from  its  sale  at  par,  of  which  $  277,350  remains  on  hand  a  dead  weight,  and  forms  a  part  of  the 
capital  assigned  to  and  retained  at  Norfolk,  leaving  §309,762  SI  as  the  active  capital  of  the  bank  at  this  place, 
and  less  by  $105,237  19  assigned  each  to  the  branches  at  Richmond  and  Petersburg  ;  thereby  placing  the  re- 
spective branches  on  the  most  efficient  footing.  $  17,650  only  of  the  state  stock  have  been  disposed  of,  which 
was  sold  at  par  to  24  percent,  advance,  the  premium  obtained  forming  a  part  of  the  profit  of  the  bank  :  the  re- 
sidue of  the  stock  will  be  realized  so  soon  as  it  can  bo  with  advantage  to  the  bank  and  to  the  public.  To  have 
forced  a  sale  at  any  period  since  its  receipt,  would  have  resulted  in  heavy  loss. 

The  bonus  on  the  half  yearly  dividends  of  January  and  July  has  been  converted  into  59  shares  of  stock  in 
the  "name  of  the  commonwealth  for  the  benefit  of  the  Fund  for  internal  improvement,"  and  the  dividends  paid 
into  the  treasury  on  7450  shares  amount  to  $20,1S9  31.  The  stock  of  the  bank,  exclusive  of  that  owned  by 
the  state,  is  held  by  357  persons  in  various  amounts  of  from  1  to  600  shares,  averaging  23  or  24  shares  to  each 
individual,  and  have  cost  them  abjut  S  105  per  share.  The  excess  above  its  par  value  of  $  100  formed  a  part 
of  the  general  profits  of  the  institution,  from  which  the  dividends  have  been  derived. 

For  a  more  minute  and  particidar  statement  of  the  operations  of  the  bank,  and  its  condition  at  the  respec- 
tive periods  required  by  law,  they  beg  reference  to  the  quarterly  statements  transmitted  to  the  executive  of  the 
state,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  all  their  operations  have  been  strictly  within  the  requisitions  of  the  law  :  and 
if  some  such  protection  was  granted  to  this  institution  as  exists  in  the  state  of  Georgia  against  the  demands  of 
brokers  and  money  changers,  no  embarrassment  could  ever  occur  in  its  business  operations  ;  and  with  such  pro- 
tection, this  bank  could  instantly  resume  specie  payments. 

They  moreover  respectfully  represent  that  the  public  convenience  would  be  greatly  promoted  by  granting 
permission  to  this  bank  to  issue  notes  of  the  denomination  of  five  dollars,  and  they  ask  of  your  honourable  body 
such  present  relief  in  the  case,  and  such  protection  against  future  foreign  demands  for  specie,  as  in  your  wisdom 
it  may  seem  proper  to  authorize  and  provide. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Exchange  bank  of  Virginia  on  Saturday  the  23d  day  of  No- 
vember 1838,  the  preceding  memorial  to  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia  was  unanimously  adopted  ;  and  that 
the  senator  from  this  district  and  the  representative  from  this  borough  be  requested  to  present  the  same  to  their 
respective  houses. 

JNO.  SOUTHGATE, 

President  pro  tern. 

Norfolk,  November  27th,  1839. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  TUB 

PRESIDENT  AND  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  PENITENTIARY 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT,  Dbcbmbeb  18,  1839. 

SIR, 

I  transmit  herewith  the  annual  report  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  penitentiary  institution 
for  the  present  year,  which  be  pleased  to  lay  before  the  house  of  delegates. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obed't  serv't, 

DAVID  CAMPBELL. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegate. 
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REPORT  OP  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 


RICHMOND,  December  12lh,  1839. 

SIR, 

In  conformity  to  law  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  the  annexed  statement  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  penitentiary,  exhibiting  the  fiscal  affairs  and  condition  of  the  institution  during  the  present  year, 
and  request  that  the  same  may  be  laid  before  the  general  assembly. 

The  accompanying  documents  afford  the  information  required  by  law  : 

The  statement  A.  exhibits  the  final  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Douglas  B.  Layne,  the  late  general  agent. 
The  statement  B.  contains  the  letter  of  James  G.  Watson,  present  general  agent,  enclosing  his  account  cur- 
rent for  the  present  year. 

Document  C.  is  the  report  of  Charles  S.  Morgan,  the  superintendent  of  the  institution,  enclosing  the  docu- 
ments required  by  law,  viz :  I.  to  X. 

No.  (I.)  contains  the  account  current  of  the  institution  for  its  fiscal  year  commencing  the  first  of  October 
1833,  and  terminating  the  30th  September  1839. 

No.  (II.)  exhibits  the  occupations  and  trades  of  the  prisoners  of  the  different  wards,  and  tbe  results  of  their 
manufacturing  operations. 

No.  (III.)  A  table  of  the  prisoners  on  the  30th  of  September  1838,  and  the  number  received,  pardoned, 
died  and  discharged  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30lh  September  1839. 
No.  (IV.)  The  number  of  prisoners  received  during  the  same  time. 
No.  (V.)  The  number  on  the  30th  of  September  1839,  and  their  crimes  and  sentences. 
No.  (VI.)  The  nativity  of  the  prisoners. 
No.  (VII.)  Their  ages  at  the  time  received. 

No.  (VIII.)  The  admittances  into  the  hospital,  and  the  loss  by  sickness  in  each  ward. 
No.  (IX.)  The  number  of  prisoners  received  since  1800,  with  the  pardons,  deaths,  escapes,  and  discharged 
since. 

No.  (X.)  Their  condition  and  employment  on  the  30th  November  1839. 
The  document  D.  contains  the  report  of  the  physician  and  superintendent. 

Tbe  board  of  directors  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  changes  in  the  diet  of  the  prisoners  authorized  to 
be  made  by  the  act  of  the  last  general  assembly,  have  produced  a  happy  eflcct  in  improving  the  health  of  the 
convicts,  and  they  believe  as  soon  as  tbe  improvement  contemplated  by  that  act  shall  nave  been  completed  the 
beneficial  effects  upon  the  institution  in  other  respects  will  be  more  manifest. 

The  report  of  the  superintendent  will  shew  tbe  progress  of  the  improvements  contemplated  by  that  act,  and 
the  reasons  why  they  have  not  yet  been  completed.  By  this  report  the  pleasing  fact  is  also  exhibited  that  the 
amount  of  the  earnings  of  the  prisoners  for  the  present  year  has  been  greater  than  the  average  amount  for  the 
preceding  ten  years. 

The  board  are  still  of  opinion  that  many  of  the  prisoners,  and  particularly  those  confined  for  transportation, 
might  be  advantageously  employed  in  the  occupation  of  stone  cutting,  if  this  branch  of  the  business  were  intro- 
duced into  the  institution.  It  is  one  of  the  most  lucrative  employments  now  carried  on  in  this  city,  and  one  in 
which  there  is  less  competition  than  in  almost  any  oilier  manufacture.  The  short  period  for  which  the  trans- 
ports are  generally  confined  precludes  their  employment  in  any  branch  of  manufacture  which  requires  long  prac- 
tice to  attain  the  skill  requisite  to  render  the  artisan  useful ;  but  it  is  believed  that  those  prisoners  who  are  con- 
fined for  short  periods,  and  who  have  no  particular  trade,  and  those  who  are  confined  for  transportation,  might 
be  advantageously  employed  in  this  occupation.  There  is  no  place  within  the  walls  of  the  institution  suitable 
for  carrying  on  this  manufacture,  besides  the  transportation  of  the  heavy  material  would  be  too  great,  therefore 
the  board  have  thought  it  inexpedient  to  commence  it,  but  if  they  were  vested  with  the  discretion  to  employ  the 
transports  and  such  of  the  convicts  whose  terms  were  of  short  duration  in  this  way  near  the  building  outside  ita 
walls,  under  suitable  guards  and  restrictions,  they  believe  tho  institution  would  be  greatly  benefitted,  and  tbe 
profits  of  the  labour  of  this  description  of  convicts  greatly  enhanced.  They  therefore  reiterate  the  recommen- 
dation that  this  branch  of  industry  may  be  authorized  to  be  introduced. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 
Yours,  &c., 

CHARLES  ELLIS, 

Pra't  Board  of  Directors. 

Hit  Excellency  David  Campbell. 
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(A.) 

The  COMMONWEAL TH  OF  VIRGINIA,  In  Account  Current  with  Douglas  B.  Laynb,  late  General  Agent 

and  Storekeeper  of  the  Penitentiary. 


1839. 

Sept.  30 — To  cash  paid  over  to  J.  G.  Wat- 
son, agent  penitentiary,  by  order  of  the 
board  directors,         -         -         -     1,510  95 

$1,510  95 


1888. 


Sept.  30 — By  balance  due  the  commonwealth 
by  last  annual  report,  -         -     1,510  95 


$1,610  95 


E.  E. 


D.  B.  LAYNE,  Late  Agent. 


(B) 

TO  THE  BOARD  OF  DHtECTORS. 


Herewith  I  communicate  the  closing  statement  of  Mr.  Layne's  accounts  as  late  agent  of  the 
penitentiary,  and  also  my  own  general  statement  of  the  mercantile  transactions  of  the  store  for  the  year  ending 
the  30th  September  last,  to  be  laid  before  the  general  assembly.  It  will  be  seen  that  within  tbe  year  payments 
have  been  made  for  raw  materials,  &c,  to  the  amount  of  $36,063  48  cents,  and  into  the  treasury  of  the  state 
$8000,  making  in  all  $44,063  48  cents,  and  that  the  balance  of  goods,  accounts,  &c.,  on  hand  was  less  by 
$5132  07  at  the  end  than  at  the  beginning  of  tbe  year.  The  sales,  in  consequence  of  a  smaller  amount  of 
manufactures  being  delivered,  and  the  difficulty  of  making  them  with  safety,  were  not  as  large  as  they  were 
last  year. 

From  present  appearances  I  am  satisfied  that  within  the  current  quarter  they  will  exceed  the  deliveries  by 
several  thousand  dollars. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  i 


7th,  1839. 


JAMES  G.  WATSON, 

Agent,  tyc.,  Penitentiary. 
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The  COMMONWEALTH  OF  VIRGINIA,  In  Account  Current  ynth  Jambs  G.  Watson, 

Storekc.evcr  of  the  Penitentiary. 


General  Agent 


1839. 

Sept.  30— To  amount  of  raw  materials  fur- 
nished the  penitentiary  within 
the  6scal  year,  per  quarterly 
settlement,  -         -   33,861  96 

To  amount  contingent  expenses 
of  the  penitentiary  for  the 
same  period,  -     2,025  84 

To  amount  paid  for  permanent 

improvement,       -  -        175  69 

To  amount  contingent  compensa- 
tion paid  assistant  keepers  pur- 
suant to  an  act  of  the  general 
assembly  of  the  23d  March 
1836,        -         -  800  00 

To  8  per  cent,  commission  on 
$38,287  01,  sales  for  the  year 
less  by  8  295  32,  amount  of 
account  for  supporting  United 
States  prisoners,  on  which  no 
commission  is  allowed,  3,039  34 

To  8  per  cent,  commission  on 
$2475  15,  amount  manufac- 
tures furnished  the  lunatic 
hospitals,  -  -        198  01 

To  amount  discount  on  manufac- 
tures, by  order  of  the  board,       11  71 

To  amount  paid  into  the  treasury 
of  Virginia,  per  auditor's  re- 
ceipt,      ...     8,000  00 

To  balance,    -  13,390  37 

$61,602  91 


163S. 


Sept.  30 — By  balance  due  the  common- 
wealth, per  last  report,      -    18,522  44 

1839. 

Sept.  30 — By  amount  of  manufactures,  &c., 
received  from  the  penitentiary 
within  the  fiscal  year,  -  41,469  62 
By  amount  of  manufactures  sold 
at  an  advance  on  the  invoice 
price,  per  statement,  -  9  90 

By  cash  received  from  D.  B. 
Laync,  lato  agent  of  the  peni- 
tentiary, being  the  balance 
due  from  his  agency  to  the 
commonwealth,      -         -     1,510  95 


861,502  91 


1839. 

Oct.  1 — By  balance  of  manufac- 
tures on  hand  per  in- 
ventory, 9,804  89 
Ditto  of  notes  and  ac- 

3,585  48 


13,390  37 


E.  E. 


JAMES  G.  WATSON,  General  Agent 

and  Storekeeper  of  the  Penitentiary. 
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(C.) 

SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


PENITENTIARY  OF  VIRGINIA, 
Dbcbmber  6th,  1839. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors. 
Gentlemen, 

In  the  last  annual  report  of  the  physician  and  myself  to  the  general  assembly  it  became 
our  duty  to  state  that  there  were  probably  a  full  moiety  of  the  prisoners  labouring  under  the  effects  of  a  scor- 
butic tendency,  to  a  greater  or  less  degree,  which  in  many  instances  was  rapidly  impairing  the  health,  and  would 
shortly  unless  removed  destroy  the  constitutions  of  those  affected.  The  remedy  then  proposed  and  concurred 
in  by  the  board  was  happily  adopted  in  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  last  general  assembly  of  the  28th  of 
March  entitled  "an  act  concerning  the  penitentiary."  The  important  provision  authorizing  the  board  to  change 
and  regulate  the  diet,  and  cause  it  to  be  purchased  by  the  general  agent  or  superintendent  was  carried  into  effect 
on  the  first  day, of  April,  the  day  on  which  a  contract  for  the  year's  provisions  would  have  been  made  under  the 
former  law.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  under  the  present  plan  of  dieting,  the  scorbutic  tendency  to 
which  the  inmates  had  been  so  long  and  severely  exposed  has  been  entirely  removed,  with  most  of  the  bad 
effects  alluded  to  in  the  last  report.  At  present  the  superintendent  is  charged  by,  the  board  with  the  purchase  of 
provisions  suitable  to  the  condition  of  the  prisoners,  and  in  issuing  the  rations  to  nlternatc  or  change  the  compo- 
nent parts  with  a  view  to  preserve  health  and  strength,  and  fit  the  unfortunate  subjects  of  the  law  to  render  that 
service  which  in  their  penitential  probation  is  reckoned  in  a  physical  and  moral  point  of  view  to  be  advantageous 
to  themselves  and  proper  in  rendering  vice  tributary  for  its  own  restraint  and  punishment.  Under  the  Ibrmer 
law  a  contract  for  furnishing  the  rations  by  the  year  was  given  to  the  lowest  bidder,  to  commence  on  the  1st  day 
of  April,  the  component  parts  being  fixed  "at  the  lime,  subject  however  to  proper  restraints,  alterations,  &c.  The 
contract  being  made  on  speculation  it  was  neither  so  convenient  nor  proper  to  change  the  diet  (being  sometimes 
to  the  manifest  loss  of  the  contractor)  as  it  now  is  when  there  is  no  opposing  interest.  It  is  now  a  question  be- 
tween humanity  and  a  proper  economy  in  the  administration  of  the  law,  and  is  always  subject  to  the  immediate 
revision  of  the  physician  and  board  should  the  superintendent  at  any  time  err  on  cither  side. 

From  the  1st  of  October  1838  to  the  31st  of  March  1839,  the  first  half  of  the  fiscal  year,  there  were  pur- 
chased by  the  late  contractor  31,650  rations,  which  cost  $2528  83  cents;  and  from  the  1st  of  April  to  the  30th 
September  last,  the  latter  half  of  the  year,  there  were  purchased  33,934  rations,  costing  8  2280  48  cents,  inclu- 
ding onions  and  potatoes  raised  by  the  prisoners  to  the  value  of  8  97  62  cents,  making  for  the  last  half  year 
$2384  10  cents,  being  several  hundred  dollars  less  than  they  would  have  cost  under  the  lowest  bid  laid  before 
the  board  for  their  approval  on  the  first  of  April.  Economy  was  not  so  much  the  object  of  the  change  as  the 
preservation  of  health,  still  however  it  is  proper  to  give  due  weight  to  both.  The  other  provision  of  the  act  of 
last  session  connected  with  this  subject  (enclosing  and  cultivating  the  public  ground)  has  not  been  fully  carried 
into  effect.  The  law  passed  late  in  the  session,  and  the  grounds  required  so  much  grading,  leveling,  &c,  that 
it  was  impossible  with  our  force  to  put  them  in  a  condition  suitable  for  cultivation  last  spring.  Fencing  imme- 
diately was  not  therefore  material,  and  it  was  found  most  prudent  to  employ  the  slaves  in  custody  for  sale  and 
transportation  in  leveling  the  grounds  during  the  summer,  and  to  divert  the  labour  of  those  competent  to  build  the 
fence  as  little  as  might  be  convenient  from  the  ordinary  manufactures  until  the  enclosure  became  necessary. 
The  best  part  of  the  ground  has  accordingly  been  put  in  order  for  cultivation  the  coming  season,  and  the  enclo- 
sure is  in  progress  and  will  be  completed  in  due  time.  The  labour  employed  in  preparing  the  public  grounds 
and  opening  the  ways  to  give  convenient  access  to  the  city  amounted  to  207 1  days,  mainly  by  the  transports,  and 
234£  days  work  of  horses.  Estimating  the  former  at  fifty  cents  per  day  nnd  the  latter  at  seventy-five  would 
make  $1212  87  cents,  a  sum  less  than  the  work  could  have  been  executed  for  by  contract.  The  hire  of  the 
horses  having  been  paid  for  in  manufactures  makes  the  whole  operation  the  result  of  labour.  The  cost  of  the 
posts  and  rails,  and  labour  bestowed  on  materials  for  the  enclosure,  before  the  first  of  October,  with  the  labour 
just  mentioned,  have  been  charged  in  the  proper  accounts,  but  the  whole  cost  cannot  be  given  until  after  the  com- 
pletion of  the  work. 

An  experiment  was  made  in  cultivating  a  small  piece  of  ground  adjoining  that  belonging  to  the  common- 
wealth, from  which  25J  bushels  of  onions  and  95$  bushels  of  potatoes  were  produced.    Tho  former  were  worth 
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one  dollar  per  bushel,  and  the  latter  seventy-five  cents,  at  the  time  they  were  used,  making  $  97  62  cents.  In- 
deed they  could  not  have  been  purchased  in  the  market  for  that  price.  We  expended  in  this  experiment  $29 
60  cents,  and  45  days  labour  of  invalid  prisoners,  who  could  not  otherwise  have  earned  any  thing  of  value.  I 
am  satisfied  from  the  course  of  dieting  the  prisoners  during  the  summer  and  this  experiment  that  the  plan  of 
cultivating  the  public  grounds  will  prove  greatly  beneficial  to  the  institution,  and  that  the  expenses  incurred  in 
fencing  and  reclaiming  the  grounds,  which  were  formerly  excavated  for  bricks  and  washed  loo  uneven  for  use, 
will  more  than  be  repaid  by  its  products  in  a  few  years. 

The  whole  number  of  days  of  imprisonment  in  the  year  was  69,255,  or  equal  to  an  average  of  190  persons 
per  day.  The  time  lost  by  sickness  amounted  to  2748  days,  and  that  by  solitary  confinement  to  849,  in  all  3596 
days.  Solitary  confinement  is  now  adopted  only  for  six  or  eight  days  at  the  commencement  and  end  of  each 
person's  term,  and  sometimes  as  a  punishment  lor  oflenccs  commilte'd  in  prison.  The  actual  amount  earned  by 
the  prisoners  in  the  year,  was 

By  ward  No.  1,  shoemakiug,  tailoring,  &c,       ...       5,805  02 
"  No.  2,  blacksmith'ing,  nailoring,  &c,    -  3,543  92 

11      "    No.  3,  weaving,  carding,  spinning,  &c.,  -  -       4,672  42 

"     ««    No.  4,  carpentering,  wheelwrighling,  &c,  -  -       6,269  96 

820.191  32 

The  earnings  was  therefore  equal  to  SI 06  26  cents  per  annum  for  each  person  male  and  female,  sick  and 
well.  The  amount  earned  per  person  for  the  last  ten  years  has  been  from  about  $9S  up  to  $118,  and  the  ave- 
rage less  than  the  result  of  this  year.  See  the  general  statement  for  the  operations  of  the  institution  made  up 
according  to  law.  which  exhibits  better  results  than  it  did  last  year.  The  number  of  persons  employed  in  cacti 
ward  depends  upon  the  condition,  capacity,  &c.  of  the  prisoners  as  they  arc  received,  so  that  the  above  earnings 
form  no  basis  of  comparison,  without  referring  to  the  actual  number  of  days  work  done  in  the  year  by  each  ward. 

I  have  felt  it  my  duty  for  several  years  to  suggest  alterations  in  the  criminal  laws,  with  a  view  to  more  effi- 
cient and  economical  punishments,  and  at  the  same  lime  more  humane  and  less  destructive  of  human  life.  As 
the  subject  has  been  referred  to  a  gentleman  of  eminent  attainments,  and  is  probably  under  consideration,  it 
becomes  mc  only  to  remark  that  the  opinions  I  formerly  expressed  remain  unchanged.  There  is  one  evil,  how- 
ever, of  no  inconsiderable  consequence,  w  hich  it  may  be  proper  to  consider,  and  if  practicable  to  provide  against. 
It  is  the  collusion  of  discharged  convicts  in  this  ciiy  and  in  Manchester  for  purposes  of  fraud  and  felony.  The 
persons  and  property  of  the  officers  and  guards  of  the  penitentiary  have  been  threatened,  and  in  some  instances 

Eht  after  for  vengeance.  This  is  the  least  of  the  evil.  Plans  of  robbery,  larceny,  and  of  receiving  stolen 
s  from  negroes  and  others  have  been  carried  on  with  some  degree  of  success.  Unless  means  can  be  adopted 
rresting  the  progress  of  these  collusions  they  will  inevitably  become  formidable  in  the  environs  of  Richmond 
and  Manchester  and  dangerous  to  the  country.  How  far  it  may  be  practicable  or  proper  to  disperse  them  is  well 
worthy  of  consideration.  An  allowance  is  made  by  the  governor  in  money  sufficient  to  carry  them  to  the  places 
of  conviction,  and  yet  it  is  too  frequently  made  the  means  of  support  in  the  city  and  environs  while  forming  plans 
of  fraud  and  felony,  and  in  corrupting  the  negroes.  This  subject  was  partially  considered  some  years  ago  by 
the  house  of  delegates  but  no  measure  adopted. 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  reports  of  this  and  last  year  that  the  aggregate  amount  of  manufac- 
tures (as  was  anticipated)  has  been  diminished,  and  it  is  probable  they  will  bo  still  less  in  the  current  year. 
This  occurs  as  well  from  the  discharge  of  good  workmen  and  the  receipt  of  those,  who  are  inefficient,  as  "from 
fluctuations  in  the  value  of  materials  and  manufactures.  The  profits  on  labour  however  have  not  been  mate- 
rially affected  by  this  diminution.  Although  the  price  of  manufactured  articles  was  not  so  high,  nor  the  amount 
so  great,  the  diminished  price  of  raw  materials  was  such  as  to  leave  a  better  balance  in  favour  of  the  operations 
than  we  had  last  year. 

Respectfully, 

CHARLES  S.  MORGAN. 
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(I) 

THE  PENITENTIARY,  In  Account  icith 


1338 — Oct.     1 — To  amount  raw  materials  on  hand  per  inventory  this  date,          -  6,292  23 

To    do.     machinery,  tools,  &c.,        -  6,104  98 

To    do.    raw  materials  on  which  labour  has  been  expended,    -  1,498  10 

To    do.     articles  of  contingency,      ...  2,763  48 

1-5,658  79 

To    do.     manufactured  articles,        ...       6,083  61 


21,742  40 


1839 — Sept.  30 — To  this  amount  raw  materials  purchased  and  delivered  at  the  peni- 
tentiary by  the  general  agent,  from  the  1st  of  October 

183S  to  this  date,  ....        33,861  96 

To  this  amount  paid  compensation  of  the  board  of  directors,  same 

period,         -  -  -  -  706  00 

To  salaries  of  superintendent  and  other  officers,  (including  the  phy- 
sician,) -  -  -  7,450  00 
To  amount  contingent  compensation  of  assistant  keepers,  pursuant 

to  an  act  ofthc  general  assembly,  passed  March  3d,  1S36,  -  800  0O 

To    do.    contingent  expenses  of  the  penitentiary,  .   -       1,006  43 

To    do.     hospital  stores,  ...         459  61 

To    do.    paid  discharged  convicts,    ...        669  80 

  2,026  84 

To  the  commonwealth  for  rations  furnished  prisoners  and  transports 
by  Thomas  T.  Johnson,  (former  contractor,)  from  the 
1st  October  1S3S  to  31st  March  1839,    -  -       2.52S  83 

To  do.  do.  purchased  by  the  superintendent  by  order  of  the  board, 
from  April  1st  to  this  dale,  after  deducting  S1S3,  pro- 
visions on  hand,  ...       2,2S6  48 

To  amount  for  onions  and  potatoes  raised  by  the  prisoners,  as  per 

contra,  -  -  -  97  62 

 4,912  93 

To    do.    discounts  by  order  of  the  board,  -  -  -  11  71 

To  balance  in  favour  of  manufacturing  operations,  -  -         3,390  67 


Balance  brought  down,  .... 
This  amount  for  commissions  and  contingent  expenses  of  peniten- 
tiary store, 

  153  22 

This  amount  for  transportation  of  convicts,  -  -       6,776  10 

Do.       for  guard  for  interior  of  the  penitentiary,  -      1,440  00 
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,  * 

THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  VIRGINIA,  C/?. 

1839 — Sept.  30 — By  amount  cash  sales  made  at  the  penitentiary  from  the  1st  October 

1833  to  this  date,            -               -               -  4,716  84 

By    do.    accounts  job  work,  &c.      -  11,844  87 

By    do.    articles  delivered  the  agent  during  the  week,           -  9,036  84 

By    do.    delivered  the  agent  weekly  in  presence  of  the  board,  15,861  07 

  41,459  62 

By  this  amount  clothing,  &c.  furnished  lunatic  hospital  at  Williamsburg,  844  10 

By  do.  do.  do.  at  Staunton,  1,631  05 
By  the  commonwealth  for  clothing,  &c.  furnished  prisoners  and 

transports  from  ward  No.  1,  969  05 

By    do.       do.       discharged  convicts,           -               -  165  62 
By    do.        do.        cloth,  &c.  furnished  prisoners  from  ward 

No.  3,           -                -                -  1,424  50 


By    do.        do.       this  amount  for  materials  furnished,  repairs, 

improvements,  &c.  ward  No.  2,  -         492  84 

By    do.        do.        ward  No.  4,  (including  coffins,)  -         706  83 


20,184  39 

By  amount  manufactured  articles,       -  -  -      6,396  16 


2,549  17 


1,199  67 


By  amount  contingencies  ward  No.  1, 

By    do.  do.         ward  No.  2,  -  - 

By    do.  do.         ward  No.  3, 

By    do.         do.         ward  No.  4, 

  189  78 

By    do.    permanent  improvements  paid  by  general  agent,      -  -  175  69 

By    do.    materials  furnished  and  labour  on  front  building,  ward 

No.  4,  -  -  -  -  -  163  25 

By    do.    for  onions  and  potatoes  raised  by  the  prisoners,  as  per 

contra,         -  -  -  -  97  62 

By    do.    of  increase  in  price  of  oznaburgs,  &c.  -  -  9  90 

By    do.    raw  materials  on  hand  per  inventory  this  date,  10,484  87 

By  machinery,  tools,  &c.  ...      5,040  14 

By  raw  materials  upon  which  labour  has  been  expended,  -  1,498  15 
By  articles  of  contingency,  ...       3,161  23 


26,580  65 


8  74.900  40 

1839 — Oct.     1— By  balance  in  favour  of  manufacturing  operations,  -  83,390  67 

C.  S.  MORGAN, 
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(II.) 

Manufacturing  Operations  of  the 


1838 —  Oct.     1 — To  amount  stock  on  band  this  day, 

1839 —  Sept.  30 — To    do.     raw  materials,  - 

To  do.  furnished  from  ward  No.  2, 
To    do.  from  ward  No.  3, 

To    do.  from  ward  No.  4, 

To  32  bushels  coal  17ic.,  - 

To  balance  in  favour  of  manufacturing, 


267  50 
828  45 
170  55 
6  GO 


3,495  65 
14,624  61 


1,262  10 
5,805  02 


S  26,387  38 


DIt 


Manufacturing  Operations  of  the 


1838 —  Oct.     1— To  stock  on  hand  this  day, 

1839 —  Sept.  30— To  amount  raw  materials,  - 

To  do.  furnished  from  ward  No.  1, 
To    do.  from  ward  No.  3, 

To    do.  from  ward  No.  4, 

To  4301  bushels  coal  17jc, 

To  balance, 


4,865  S5 
6,436  86 


84S  09 
3,643  92 


$  16.6S4  71 
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11 

CR. 


1839 — Sept-  30 — By  amount  manufactured  articles  and  cash  for  sales  made  at  the 

penitentiary  delivered  general  agent,  viz : 
7447  pairs  boots  and  shoes,  ...   10,289  00 

1081  coats,  pantaloons,  vests,  &c.,  (including  clothing  for  the 

public  guard,)       ....     4,069  00 
By  amount  for  collars,  cart  saddles,  breeching  bands,  bridles,  har- 
ness, &c,  ....     2,147  00 
By  amount  job  work,  mending,  &c.,       -  3,184  24 

  19,689  24 

By  commonwealth's  account  for  clothing,  shoes,  ficc,  furnished  pri- 
soners, -  -  -  -  969  05 
By  do.  do.  discharged  convicts,  -  -  .  -  155  62 
By  raw  materials,  &c.,  furnished  ward  No.  2,  -  13  75 
By  do.  do.  do.  ward  No.  3,  -  -  4  55 
By  do.  do.  do.  ward  No.  4,  -  -  31  27 
By  contingent  account,        -               -               -                        31  42 

  1,205  66 

By  amount  stock  on  hand  per  inventory,  ...       4,492  48 


8  25,387  38 


Blacksmith's  and  NaUor's  Apartment,  Ward  No.  2,  CR. 


1839 — Sept.  30 — By  amount  manufactured  articles  and  cash  for  sales  made  at  the 

penitentiary  delivered  general  agent,  viz : 

9243  lbs.  nails,             ....  1,263  48 

3354  lbs.  spikes,           ....  355  57 

By  job  work,    .....  2,557  90 

By  commonwealth's  account,               ...  492  84 

By  contingent  account,        -                -                -  32  37 

By  raw  materials,  &c,  furnished  ward  No.  1,           -                -  257  50 

By         do.               do.        ward  No.  3,           -               -  10  27 

By         do.      ironing  wagons,  carts,  drays,  &c.,  ward  No.  4,   -  4,581  38 


4,166  95 


5,374  30 


By  amount  stock  on  hand  per  inventory  this  date,      -  -  -      6,143  46 

815,634  71 
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DR.  Manufacturing  Operations  of  the 


1838 —  Oct.     1 — To  amount  stock  on  band  this  day,  ....  5,533  99 

1839 —  Sept.  30 — To    do.    raw  materials,  -  6,998  16 

To    do.    furnished  from  ward  No.  1,  -  4  65 

To    do.  from  ward  No.  2,  -  -  10  27 

To    do.  from  ward  No.  4,  -  -  37  63 


52  45 

To  balance,  4,572  42 


$16,207  02 


DR.  Manufacturing  Operations  of  the 


1838 —  Oct.     1 — To  amount  stock  ou  hand  this  day,        -  5,043  43 

1839—  Sept.  30— To    do.    raw  materials,                  ....  4,041  29 

To    do.    furnished  from  ward  No.  1,    -  -  -        31  27 

To  do.  ironing  wagons,  carts,  drays,  &c.  from  ward  No.  2,  -  4,681  32 
To    do.  do.       from  ward  No.  3,  -  -        68  51 

  4,681  10 

To  balance,                      .....  6,269  96 


$20,035  78 
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,  <tc.  Apartment,  Ward  No.  3, 


1839 — Sept.  30 — By  amount  manufactured  articles  and  cash  for  sales  made  at  the 

penitentiary  delivered  general  agent,  viz : 

Manufacturing  and  weaving  31,250  yards  of  cloth  for  customers 
and  for  sale,  - 

Carding  wool,  .... 

By  amount  commonwealth's  account  for  cloth  furnished  for  prison- 
ers' clothes,  fcc.  -  -  - 
By  contingent  account,  - 

By  manufactured  articles,  &c.  furnished  ward  No.  1, 
By  do.  do.  do.      ward  No.  2, 

By  do.  do.  do.      ward  No.  4, 

By  amount  stock  on  hand  per  inventory  this  date, 


7,428  80 


1,424  60 

62  98 
828  46 
3  87 
68  51 
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7,516  80 


2,388  31 
6,301  91 

$16,207  02 


Carpenter's  and  Cooper's  Apartment,  Ward  No.  4, 


CR. 


1S39 — Sepu  30 — By  amount  manufactured  articles  and  cash  for  sales  made  at  the 

penitentiary  delivered  general  agent,  viz : 
185  wagons,  carts,  drays  and  wheelbarrows,  162  refrigerators, 

wheat  fans,  wardrobes,  meat  safes,  &c.  2927  flour  barrels,    11,100  00 

1,235  24 


Job 


By  commonwealth's  account, 

By  contingent  account, 

By  raw  materials,  &c.  furnished  ward  No.  1, 

By       do.  do.  ward  No.  2, 

By       do.  do.  ward  No.  3, 

By  labour,  materials,  tec.  on  front  building, 

By  stock  on  band  per  inventory  this  date, 


706  83 
63  01 

170  65 
77  80 
37  63 

163  25 


12,335  24 


1,219  07 
6,481  47 

$20,036  78 
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(HI.) 
A  TABLE 

Shewing  the  number  of  Prisoners  remaining  in  the  Penitentiary  of  Virginia  on  the  30th  September  183S  ;  the  number 
received,  pardoned,  died  and  discharged  from  thai  day  until  the  30th  September  1S39,  with  the  number  remaining 
on  the  latter  day,  Sfc.  Sfc. 


On  the  1st  day  of  October  1838  there  were  in  prison : 

While  men, 
White  women, 

Coloured  men, 
Coloured  women, 


120 
2 

—  122 
48 
9 

—  67 

  179  Total. 


Received  from  1st  October  1838  to  the  30tb  September  1839 

White  men, 
White 


Coloured  men, 
Coloured  women, 


45 

2 

—  47 

21 
2 


Pardoned,  died  and  discharged  from  1st  October  1S3S  to  30th  September  1839  : 

White  men  pardoned, 
White  men  died, 
Coloured  men  died, 

White  men  discharged, 
Coloured  men  discharged, 
White  woman  discharged, 
Coloured  women  discharged,  - 


19 
6 


—  70 
6 


6 
1 

2 

—  37 


remaining  in  prison  on  the  30th  September  1839  : 

While  men, 
White  women, 

Coloured  men, 
Coloured 


Increase, 


112 

3 

  115 

58 
8 

—  66 


181  Total. 


of  coloured  persons, 
of  white  | 


9 
7 
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Of 


For  murder  second  degree, 
voluntary  manslaughter, 
maiming, 
unlwful  stabbing, 
"  shooting, 
rape, 
arson, 

burglary  and  larceny, 
robbery  and  larceny, 
horse  stealing  and  larceny, 
horse  stealing, 

Carried  up, 


(IV.) 

in  the  Penitentiary  from  1st  October  1333,  to  the  30th  September  1839,  then 


7 
3 
1 
8 
2 
3 
1 
4 
1 
1 
7 

32 


Brought  up, 
For  grand  larceny, 

stealing  bank  notes, 
forgery, 

passing  counterfeit  bank 
ti  ii 


enticing  slaves  to  abscond, 
buggery, 

telony, 


embezzlement, 
Total, 


32 
-  19 


70 


They  were  t 

at  follows: 

2  for 

18  years, 

maki 

Dg        36  years. 

3  " 

10  « 

« 

30  " 

1  '« 

9  « 

ii 

9  " 

4  « 

7  « 

a 

28  " 

1  " 

6  " 

M 

6  » 

32  «• 

5  " 

II 

160  " 

1  " 

4  " 

II 

4  " 

3  « 

3  « 

M 

9  " 

1  " 

2    "  6mont 

ha,  " 

9    «  6 

22  " 

2  » 

ii 

44  " 

70 

328  years  6 
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(V.) 

The  Number  of  Prisoners  confined  in  the  Penitentiary  on  the  30th  September  1839,  their  Crimet  and  Sentence!. 


6 
1 
1 
1 
1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

I 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

2 

8 

1 

3 

3 

3 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 


For  murder,  2d 

degree, 

Do. 

do.  - 

Do. 

do.  - 

Do. 

da  • 

Do. 

do.  - 

Do. 

do.  - 

Do. 

do.  • 

Do. 

do.  - 

Do. 

do.  • 

For  voluntary  manslaughter, 

Do. 

do.  - 

Do. 

da  - 

Do. 

do.  - 

Da 

do.  - 

Da 

do.  - 

Do. 

do.  ■ 

For  maiming, 

-  — 

For  unlawful  stabbing,  • 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

For  unlawful  sh 

ooling,  - 

Rape, 

Arson  and  prison  breaking, 
Arson, 

Do. 
Burglary,  - 

Do. 

Burglary  and  larceny, 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 
For  Highway  robbery, 
Robbery  and  larceny, 
Robbery, 
Robbing  mail, 
Slave  stealing  &, 

Carried  up. 


Yean. 

18 
16 
16 
14 
12 
10 

9 

7 

5 
10 

9 

7 

6 

5 

3 

2 

5 

7 

5 

2 

2 
10 

4 

«4 
3 
2 
8 
5 
18 
10 
7 
6 
2 

Life, 
7 
10 
10 
7 


4 


4lh  offence. 


63 
1 
1 
2 
3 
1 
2 

18 
1 
2 
1 
3 
1 
2 

25 
1 
1 
2 

18 
4 
.". 
1 
4 
I 
I 
1 
1 
I 
1 
1 
2 
2 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 


Brought  up. 

For  slave  stealing, 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 
For  horse  stealing, 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do 

Do.  do. 
For  horse  stealing  and  larceny, 
Grand  larceny, 

Do.  da 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.      do.  : 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 
For  stealing  bank 

Do.  do. 


Do. 

do 

do.  - 

Do. 

do. 

do.  - 

Do. 

do. 

do.  • 

Do. 

do. 

check, 

Do. 

do. 

money, 

For  receiving  stolen  goods, 
Enticing  slaves  to  abscond, 
Do.  do.  do. 

Do.  do.  do. 

For  forgery, 

Do. 
For  buggery, 

Embezzlement, 
Felony  (burning  stacks,) 
Do. 


181  Total. 


Yava. 

5 
4 

3 

uj, 

6 
5 

Life, 
Life, 
18 
10 
10 
7 
5 
3 
3 

? 

5 
2 

Life, 
10 
6 
3 
2 
10 
5 
5 
4 
2 
5 
2 
2 
5 
10 
5 


1 

i 


2d 


2d  offence. 
2d 


2d 


2d 


'2d  offence. 


2d. 
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(VI.) 

Of the  number  remaining  in  the  Penitentiary  September  30th,  1839,  tftere  were 


Virginia, 
Pennsylvania, 
New  \ork, 
ISew  Jersey, 
Maryland, 
North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 


Kentucky, 


132 
G 
4 

■  1 
7 

10 
1 
2 
1 

164 


Brought  up, 
District  of  Columbia, 
Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, 
England, 
Ireland,  - 
Germany, 
Portugal, 


Total, 


(VII.) 
A  TABLE, 

Shewing  the  Age,  of  the  Convicts  in  the  Penitentiary  on  the  30th  September  1839,  at  the 


2 

males  were  from 

9  to  13 

years 

19 

it 

ii 

ii 

13  to  20 

ii 

61 

<( 

ii 

ii 

20  to  25 

ii 

42 

ii 

ii 

ii 

25  to  30 

ii 

17 

«( 

ii 

«• 

30  to  35 

i< 

13 

it 

ii 

ii 

35  to  40 

ii 

16 

it 

ii 

<i 

40  to  45 

ii 

2 

ii 

i< 

ii 

45  to  50 

M 

8 

ii 

ii 

■i 

50  to  60 

■  1 

1 

ii 

<« 

ii 

60  to  80 

ii 

171 

FEMALES. 


2  females  were  from  17  to  20, 

3  "       "      "   20  to  30, 
«      "    30  to  40, 

"  40  to  50, 
"    60  to  80, 


3 
1 
1 


« 
it 
•i 


10 


] 

>From  9  to  30  years,  114 
|  From  30  to  40  " 


|  From  40  to  50  « 
I  From  50  to  80  " 


30 
18 
9 

171 


2 
3 
3 
1 
1 


Total, 


10 
181 


5 


18 
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(VIII.) 

Admittances  into  the  Hospital,  and  Number  of  Days  lost  by  sickness  in  each  Wardt  with  the  Total  Number  from  1st 

October  1S3S,  to  the  30th  September  1839. 
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fi 
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c 
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3 
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4 

B 

■ 
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1 

■ 

'§ 

& 

1 

1 

>* 

1 

■ 

e 
3 

| 

Months. 

•< 
i 

Q 

i 

< 
i 

■ 

i 

< 

1 

9 
i 

< 

1 

m 

a 

tT 

< 
i 
1 

1 

1 

°§ 

\ 

Ji 

1 

ci 

ct 

ci 

ci 

1 

«^ 

■a 

s 

6 

6 

6 

o 

e 

o 

6 

6 

e 

6 

o 

Z 

Z 

Z 

Z 

Z 

y. 

Z 

K 

Z 

Z 

Z 

1 

1 

"S 

"2 
■ 

1 

I 

1 

I 

1 

I 

> 

ft 

ft 

■J 

| 

| 

]  s:iS  October 

14 

116 

a 

29 

6 

54 

7 

110 

o 

0 

29 

November,  • 

7 

73 

4 

19 

2 

2 

1 

9 

0 

0 

14 

103 

December, 

8 

80 

5 

lie 

7 

54 

5 

65 

2 

38 

27 

305 

1839 — January, 

7 

109 

7 

90 

6 

23 

9 

69 

1 

13 

30 

304 

February, 

12 

120 

3 

55 

1 

5 

5 

45 

0 

0 

21 

225 

March, 

in 

101 

3 

23 

5 

12 

5 

31 

2 

40 

25 

207 

April,  • 

19 

50 

3 

35 

3 

8 

2 

15 

o 

14 

22 

122 

May,  - 

12 

88 

C 

20 

1 

3 

7 

51 

4 

41 

30 

209 

June,  ... 

17 

149 

9 

30 

9 

74 

7 

17 

14 

83 

56 

359 

July,  - 

9 

139 

17 

9 

66 

7 

31 

5 

43 

31 

296 

August, 

7 

54 

! 

1 

5 

•! 

4 

26 

6 

61 

24 

211 

September, 

15 

56 

0 

10 

30 

3 

10 

29 

98 

Totals  in  each  ward, 

130 

1135 

40 

407 

54 

364 

69 

499 

39 

343 

338 

2748 

RECAPITULATION. 


Ward  No.  1,      -         -  130  admittances,         -         -     '    -  1135  days  lost. 

Ward  No.  2,      -         -  46        do.              ...  407  do. 

Ward  No.  3,  54        do.  364  do. 

Ward  No.  4,  69        do.  499  do. 

Ward  No.  5,      -         -  39        da              ...  343  do. 

Total  admittances,      -  338  2748 

Days  of  solitary  confinement,   848# 

Total  loss  of  time,   3596 
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(IX.) 

A  Table  shewing  the  Number  of  Convict*  received  into  the  Penitentiary  of  Virginia  from  the  time  it  was  opened  in 
1S0O,  with  the  Pardons,  Death,  Escapes  and  Discharges  in  each  Calendar  year  until  t/ie  30th  November  1839,  and 
the  Number  on  that  day. 
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54 
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10 
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91 

13 

3 

4 

9 
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"is" 

Number  in  prison  on  the  30th  November  1839,       -         -  183. 
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(X.) 


Report  of  the  Condition  and  Employment  of  the  Persons  in  the  Penitentiary  of  Virginia  on  the  30th  November  1S39. 
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(D.) 


PHYSICIAN  AND  SUPERINTENDENTS  REPORT. 


To  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia. 

In  obedience  to  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  the  undersigned  report  that  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the 
30th  November  last  there  have  occurred  in  the  penitentiary  18  deaths,  17  among  the  convicts  and  one  transport. 
For  a  detailed  statement  sec  the  table  following  this  report. 

The  number  of  deaths  has  been  large,  and  resulted  with  a  very  small  exception  from  chronic  diseases. 
The  scurvy  which  until  recently  has  existed  to  a  vciy  great  extent  among  the  prisoners,  produced  such  prostra- 
tion of  the  vital  powers  that  the  constitutions  of  those  affected  were  so  entirely  broken  down  by  it  that  its  vic- 
tims sunk  under  diseases  w  hich  under  ordinary  circumstances  they  would  have  successfully  resisted.  Wo  arc 
gratiGed  in  slating  that  that  disease  has  almost  if  not  entirely  disappeared,  and  that  the  health  of  the  prisoners 
generally  is  now  and  has  been  for  a  few  months  past  as  good  if  not  better  than  for  many  previous  years.  When 
the  beneficent  provisions  of  the  last  legislature  shall  have  been  fully  carried  out  we  have  great  confidence  that 
they  will  tend  essentially  to  the  improvement  and  preservation  of  the  health  of  the  convicts. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

LEWIS  W.  CHAMBERLAYNE,  M.  D. 
C.  S.  MORGAN,  Supt. 
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REPORT  ON  CHARTERS. 


RICHMOND,  19th  December,  1839. 

SIR, 

The  board  of  principal  assessors  this  day  adopted  the  following  resolution :  "Resolved,  That 
the  report  made  and  the  accompanying  papers  returned  by  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  charters  of 
joint  stock  and  other  incorporated  companies  of  this  commonwealth,  be  laid  before  the  general  assembly  of 
Virginia,  ttow  in  session,  in  order  that  such  amendatory  or  explanatory  legislation  may  be  had  in  regard  to  said 
charters  as  may  be  deemed  necessary."  In  pursuance  of  the  foregoing  resolution  I  now  communicate  to  the 
bouse  of  delegates  the  report  and  papers  above  referred  to. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOSIAH  HOLLEMAN, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Principal  Autuort. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  APPOINTED  TO  EXAMINE  CHARTERS,  &c. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Kemp,  tbe  general  board  of  principal  assessors  adopted  the  following  resolution : 
"Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  examine  the  charters  of  rail-road  and  other  chartered 
companies  of  the  commonwealth  holding  real  estate,  and  report  to  this  board  which  of  them,  if  any,  are  exempt 
from  taxation  by  virtue  of  said  charters;  and  that  Messrs.  Harris,  Wilkes,  Cary  and  Early,  be  appointed  said 
committee." 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  duty  of  examining  the  charters  of  all  joint  stock  and  other  in- 
corporated companies,  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  any  provision  in  those  charters  exempting  the  real  estate 
owned  by  them  from  taxation,  beg  leave  to  report:  That  on  entering  upon  the  duty  thus  assigned  them  they 
found  at  the  very  threshold  that  it  involved  questions  of  very  grave  importance ;  and  from  the  multiplicity  of 
laws  touching  this  subject  that  it  embraced  a  period  in  the  history  of  our  legislation  almost  commencing  with 
the  foundation  of  our  government.  We  have  sought  to  elucidate  this  subject  by  a  careful  examination  of  all 
charters  and  acts  of  incorporation,  passed  by  the  legislature  pf  this  state,  from  the  year  1795  down  to  the  pre- 
sent period. 

By  the  9th  section  of  the  general  revenue  law,  it  is  enacted,  that  "  no  tax  shall  be  collected  on  land,  lots, 
houses,  or  other  property  belonging  to  this  commonwealth  ;  or  to  any  county,  town,  college,  houses  for  divine 
worship,  or  seminary  of  learning;"  so  that  we  need  not  here  refer  particularly  to  that  class  of  charters,  or  any 
of  those  laws  which  would  embrace  these  objects.  We  will  however  for  the  purpose  of  greater  distinctness, 
arrange  the  other  incorporated  companies  into  four  classes.  1.  The  charters  in  relation  to  turnpike  roads. 
2.  The  charters  in  relation  to  mining  and  manufacturing  companies.  3.  The  charters  in  relation  to  rail-roads. 
And  4.  The  charters  in  relation  tn  bridges  and  ferries. 

1.  By  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  prescribing  certain  general  regulations  for  the  incorporation  of  turn- 
pike companies,  passed  7th  February  1S17,  (2  R.  C,  p.  217,  sec.  16,)  it  is  declared,  "  that  the  road  itself  with 
all  the  tolls  and  profits"  shall  be  taken  and  considered  personal  estate,  and  exempted  from  taxation.  From  the 
comprehensive  language  of  this  act  as  well  as  from  an  actual  examination  of  the  charters  passed  prior  thereto, 
it  is  believed  that  there  is  no  turnpike  company  in  the  commonwealth  whose  road  or  stock  is  subject  to  taxation. 
The  words  of  tlic  statute  in  respect  to  turnpikes  arc  so  explicit  that  wc  are  at  no  loss  to  perceive  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  legislature  to  exempt  them  entirely  from  taxation. 

2.  The  act  prescribing  general  regulations  for  the  incorporation  of  manufacturing  and  mining  companies, 
passed  13th  February  1S37,  section  10,  declares  their  slock  personal  estate,  but  docs  not  cxemju  their  real  estate 
from  taxation.  So  that  under  the  fair  and  proper  construction  of  this  general  law,  where  its  provisions  are  not 
contravened  by  n  special  enactment,  the  real  estate  of  all  m:inufucturing  and  mining  companies  is  subject  to 
taxation  in  the  ordinary  way.  Upon  an  examination  of  the  charters  of  all  such  companies  passed  since  the  act 
prescribing  general  regulations,  &c,  we  Gnd  no  exception  to  the  aplication  of  the  general  rule. 

3.  In  construing  the  act  prescribing  certain  general  regulations  for  the  incorporation  of  rail-road  companies, 
passed  March  11,  1837,  much  greater  difficulty  ensues;  and  from  the  peculiar  phraseology  of  that  as  well  as 
of  subsequent  acts,  much  embarrassment  is  found  in  assigning  to  the  language  of  the  general  act  such  a  mean- 
ing as  will  relieve  it  of  all  ambiguity.  By  the  provisions  of  that  act,  rail-road  companies  have  the  power  to  ac- 
quire title  to  real  estate  either  by  condemnation  or  purchase  ;  and  by  the  9th  section,  they  are  restricted  to  60 
feet  in  width,  except  in  deep  cuts  and  fillings,  and  to  one  and  a  half  acres  of  land  for  sites  of  buildings  in  any 
one  parcel. 

The  23d  section  provides  that  "  all  machines,  waggons,  vehicles  or  carriages  belonging  to  any  company 
incorporated  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  together  tcith  all  (heir  worh  and  all  profits  which  shall  accrue 
from  tbe  same,  shall  be  vested  in  the  respective  shareholders  forever  in  proportion  to  their  respective  shares,  and 
shall  be  deemed  personal  estate."  But  there  is  no  express  provision  in  this  general  law  releasing  or  exempting 
the  real  estate  of  such  compnnies  as  may  be  organized  under  its  auihority  from  the  usual  burthens  of  taxation. 
And  as  there  is  no  express  exemption,  the  question  arises  whether  by  the  terms  "  all  their  works ,"  which  occur 
in  the  23d  section,  it  is  intended  to  include  the  land  and  buildings  for  "toll-houses,  ware-houses,  depots,  engine 
sheds,  stable*,  work  shops  and  other  buildings,  for  the  necessary  accommodation  of  their  officers,"  as  personal  es- 
tate, and  by  implication  to  exempt  them  from  taxation.  It  would  seem  to  your  committee  to  be  very  questionable 
whether  by  any  sound  rule  of  construction,  the  terms  "all  their  works"  were  intended  or  can  be  held  to  do  more 
than  grant  an  exemption  to  so  much  real  estate  as  would  be  necessary  to  locate  and  build  the  road  itself.  In- 
deed it  is  not  perfectly  clear  that  the  exemption  goes  thus  far ;  but  to  extend  by  mere  construction  the  words  of 
the  statute  beyond  this  limit,  would,  it  seems  to  your  committee,  be  neither  warranted  by  sound  policy  nor  the 
proper  and  fair  meaning  of  the  words  themselves. 
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For  although  all  their  property  might  be  considered  personal  estate  in  regard  to  their  special  rights  as  cor- 
porators, liability  to  execution,  mode  of  transfers,  and  for  the  purposes  of  descent  and  inheritance,  yet  for  the 
purposes  of  taxation  iheir  real  estate  would  not  change  its  specific  character,  but  would  be  subject,  as  other  real 
estate  is,  to  the  usual  and  proper  operation  of  the  general  revenue  laws. 

Your  committee  then  ventures  to  say,  with  some  hesitation  however,  that  in  their  opinion  that  general  law 
should  not  be  so  construed  as  to  exempt  "toll-houses,  ware-houses,  depots,  &c."  and  the  lands  or  lots  on  which 
tbey  are  situated  from  the  proper  and  legal  contributions  to  the  public  treasury.  They  object  to  the  construction 
sought  to  bo  placed  upon  this  act  by  those  interested,  1.  Because  the  terms  "all  t/ieir  works"  are  too  indefinite 
and  vague  to  be  held  to  apply  so  specifically  as  to  change  the  whole  character  of  real  into  personal  estate.  2.  Be- 
cause it  would  be  unsafe  and  impolitic  that  any  corporation  or  individuals  should  by  mere  construction  or  impli- 
cation be  enabled  to  place  their  real  estate  beyond  the  reach  of  our  revenue  laws.  3.  Because  they  have  found 
upon  examination  that  in  regard  to  turnpike  roads  the  legislature  has  not  only  declared  the  road  itself  perso- 
nal estate,  but  has  in  every  case  gone  on  to  declare  in  express  language  its  exemption  from  taxation.  And  4. 
Because  if  such  an  exemption  is  intended  to  be  granted  at  all,  it  should  be  done  in  language  so  plain  and  defi- 
nite that  there  could  be  no  doubt  or  mistake  in  perceiving  the  intention  of  the  legislature. 

As  therefore  the  language  of  the  act  now  under  consideration  is  both  doubtful  and  indefinite  in.  its  meaning, 
and  cannot  be  taken  or  held  to  exempt  the  real  estate  of  rail-road  companies  incorporated  subject  to  its  general 
provisions  from  taxation  without  a  forced  construction,  we  are  of  opinion  that  their  houses  and  lots  or  such  pro- 
portion thereof  as  is  the  property  of  stockholders  other  than  the  state,  should  now  be  placed  upon  the  books 
of  assessment,  and  valued  and  assessed  according  to  the  principles  applicable  in  such  cases.  Or  at  any  rate  if 
the  general  board  should  differ  from  the  committee  in  this  opinion,  they  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of 
asking  the  legislature  to  adopt  such  legislative  action  in  the  case  as  will  in  future  relieve  it  from  all  ambiguity 
and  doubt. 

Schedule  A.,  returned  herewith,  contains  a  list  of  all  joint  stock  companies  in  this  state  organized  within 
the  period  indicated  in  the  commencement  of  this  report.  In  regard  to  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail-road  com- 
pany and  the  Greensville  and  Roanoke  rail-road  company,  the  legislature  out  of  abundant  caution  has  expressly 
reserved  tbc  right  to  tax  their  stock,  &c. 

Schedule  B.  contains  a  list  of  all  charters  of  manufacturing  and  mining  companies,  and  schedule  C.  a  list 
of  all  acts  incorporating  companies  or  authorizing  individuals  to  erect  toll-bridges.  Your  committee  did  not 
make  out  a  list  of  acts  estabbshing  ferries,  as  they  were  found  to  be  so  numerous  that  it  could  not  have  been 
done  in  reasonable  time  assignable  to  them  for  a  proper  discharge  of  their  duties.  This  is  the  less  necessary, 
as  from  a  general  examination  of  the  acts  in  relation  to  the  establishment  of  ferries,  there  is  found  no  exemption 
whatever  from  the  application  of  the  general  revenue  laws. 

It  may  be  that  in  this  examination  some  acts  of  incorporation  and  acts  amendatory  of  such  charters  have 
escaped  the  attention  of  your  committee. 

It  could  scarcely  be  otherwise,  considering  the  period  of  time  embraced  and  the  vast  number  of  acts  in- 
cluded in  this  kind  ol  legislation.  But  it  is  believed  that  but  few — and  certainly  none  of  any  great  importance 
— have  failed  to  receive  that  attention  which  was  necessary  to  ascertain  their  application,  and  to  bring  them  to 
the  notice  of  the  general  board. 

WILLIAM  A.  HARRIS, 
BURWELL  B.  W1LLKES, 
WILLIAM  CARY, 
J.  EARLY 


Digitized  by  Google 


4  [Doc.  No.  14.] 

SCHEDULE  [A.l 

A  SCHEDULE  of  the  Joint  Stock  Companiet,  4*.  in  the  State  of  Virginia. 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail-road  company,  act  passed  March  28, 1837,  page  139 ;  April  2, 1838,  p.  114.  Sub- 
ject to  taxation. 

Greensville  and  Roanoke  rail-road  company,  act  passed  March  22,  1838,  p.  106.    Subject  to  I 


Petersburg  rail-road  company,  passed  February  10,  1830,  p.  69. 
Portsmouth  and  Roanoke  rail-road  company,  passed  March  8,  1832. 
Winchester  and  Potomac  rail-road  company,  passed  April  8,  1831,  p.  187. 

Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  rail-road  company,  passed  February  26, 1834,  p.  127 — 1836. 
City  Point  rail-road  company,  passed  January  26,  1836,  p.  141. 
Louisa  rail-road  company,  passed  February  18,  1836,  p.  168. 
Richmond  and  Petersburg  rail-road  company,  passed  March  14,  1836,  p.  146. 
Upper  Appomattox  company,  passed  December  21,  1796. 
Lower  Appomattox  company,  passed  December  8,  1S24,  p.  45. 
Dismal  Swamp  canal  company,  passed  December  22,  1814. 
James  river  and  Kanawha  canal  company,  passed  March  16,  1832,  p.  73. 
Rappahannock  company,  passed  March  7,  1626,  p.  53. 

Rivanna  navigation  company,  passed  January  29,  1811,  p.  42;  March  2,  1829,  p.  68. 
Richmond  Dock  company,  passed  February  19,  1816,  p.  94. 
Roanoke  navigation  company,  passed  February  19,  1816,  p.  73. 
Ashby's  gap  turnpike  company,  passed  January  30,  1810,  p.  79. 
Bcrryville  turnpike  company. 

Charleston  and  Point  Pleasant  turnpike  company,  passed  January  23,  1835. 
Fairfax  turnpike  company,  passed  February  1,  1813,  p.  51. 
Fallsbridge  turnpike  company,  passed  February  18,  1813,  p.  67. 
Fauquier  and  Alexandria  turnpike  company,  passed  January  27,  1808,  p.  29. 
Fincasllc  and  Blue  Ridge  turnpike  company,  passed  February  20,  1830,  p.  77. 
Huntersville  and  Warm  springs  turnpike  company,  passed  March  20,  1832,  p.  183. 
Jackson's  river  turnpike  company,  passed  February  21,  1829,  p.  112. 
Lecsburg  turnpike  company,  passed  February  3,  1S09,  p.  78. 
Leesburg  and  Snicker's  gap  turnpike  company,  passed  February  9,  1331,  p.  211. 
Lcwisburg  and  Blue  Sulphur  springs  turnpike  company,  passed  March  12,  1834,  p.  166. 
Lexington  and  Covington  turnpike  company,  passed  February  19,  1827,  p.  108. 
Little  river  turnpike  company,  passed  January  28,  1802,  p.  383. 
Lynchburg  and  Salem  turnpike  company. 
Middle  turnpike  company,  passed  February  14,  1818,  p.  135. 
Millbornugh  and  Carr's  creek  turnpike  company,  passed  March  13,  1832,  p.  180. 
Pittsylvania  and  Lynchburg  turnpike  company,  passed  February  19,  1834,  p.  174. 
Pittsylvania,  Franklin  and  Botetourt  turnpike  company,  passed  February  20,  1838,  p.  117. 
Red  and  Blue  Sulphur  springs  turnpike  company,  passed  January  18,  1S36,  p.  214. 
Staunton  and  James  river  turnpike  company. 
Shephcrdstown  and  SinilhGeld  turnpike  company. 
Swift  run  gap  turnpike  company,  passed  January  11,  1810,  p.  42. 
Snicker's  gap  turnpike  company,  passed  January  29,  1810,  p.  67. 

SmithGfld,  Charlcstown  and  Harper's  Ferry  turnpike  company,  passed  February  18,  1830,  p.  86. 
Valley  turnpike  company,  passed  March  24,  1S38,  p.  129. 

Warm  springs  and  Harrisonburg  turnpike  company,  passed  January  29,  1830,  p.  79. 
Wellsburg  and  Washington  turnpike  company,  passed  March  2,  1822,  p.  46. 
White  and  Salt  Sulphur  springs  turnpike  company,  passed  January  8,  1834,  p.  165. 
.Natural  Bridge  turnpike  company,  passed  March  13,  1S32,  p.  183;  February  29,  1536,  p.  213. 
Dragon  Swamp  navigation  company,  passed  April  3,  1S38,  p.  142. 
Holiday's  Cove  turnpike  company,  passed  March  2,  1S38,  p.  135. 

Brandonville,  Kingwood  and  Evansville  turnpike  company,  passed  March  13,  1837,  p.  154. 
Chesterfield  rail-road  company,  passed  February  27,  1828,  p.  59. 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company,  passed  January  27,  1S24,  p.  41. 
Manchester  and  Petersburg  turnpike  company,  passed  February  16,  1816,  p.  122. 

Memorandum. — There  are  a  great  many  charters  for  the  establishment  of  turnpike  and  other  companies,  but 
where  it  is  known  that  such  companies  have  never  been  organized,  it  has  not  been  deemed  necessary  by  the 
committee  to  enter  them  in  this  schedule. 
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SCHEDULE  [B.] 
MANUFACTURING  AND  MINING  COMPANIES, 
Incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  and  not  exempted  from  Taxation. 


Danville  manufacturing  company,  passed  February  10,  1829. 

Berkeley  manufacturing  company,  passed  February  10,  1S29. 

Farkersburg  manufacturing  company,  passed  February  10,  1829. 

Lynchburg  manufacturing  company,  passed  February  10,  1829. 

Belle  Isle  manufacturing  company,  passed  Marcli  19,  1832. 

Richmond  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  12,  1S32. 

Columbian  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  13,  1832. 

Manchester  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  13,  1832. 

Manchester  wool  and  cotton  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  13,  1832. 

Merchants  company  in  Petersburg,  passed  March  19,  1S32. 

Shadwell  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  1,  1832. 

Harris's  creek  manufacturing  company. 

Southwestern  mining  and  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  19,  1832. 

Virginia  mining  company,  passed  March  10,  1S32. 

Elizabeth  manufacturing  company,  passed  February  1G,  1S32. 

Providence  manufacturing  company,  passed  January  4,  1S33. 

Catawba  iron  works,  passed  January  3,  1833. 

Botetourt  cotton  and  woollen  company,  passed  February  28,  1833. 

Black  Heath  company  of  colliers,  passed  February  20,  1833. 

Matoaca  manufacturing  company,  passed  December  5,  1833. 

Sydney  manufacturing  company,  passed  January  3,  1834. 

Blandford  mill  company,  passed  January  21, 1S34. 

Gallego  manufacturing  company,  passed  January  20,  1S34. 

Franklin  manufacturing  company,  passed  February  17,  1834. 

Shockoe  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  12,  1834. 

Spring  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  4,  1834. 

Virginia  Union  manufacturing  company,  passed  February  1,  1834. 

Buckingham  iron  manufacturing  company,  passed  February  14,  1834. 

Tye  river  manufacturing  company,  passed  February  26,  1834. 

Campbell  county  manufacturing  company,  passed  January  11,  1S34. 

Augusta  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  6,  1834. 

Rockbridge  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  10,  1834. 

Millbank  mining  company,  passed  January  9,  1834. 

Rattlesnake  mining  company,  passed  January  9,  1834. 

Rappahannock  mining  company,  passed  January  9,  1834. 

Piedmont  mining  company,  passed  January  9,  1S34. 

Union  gold  mining  company,  passed  January  9,  1834. 

United  States  mining  company,  passed  January  9,  1834. 

Culpeper  mining  company,  passed  January  9,  1834. 

Hunting  run  mining  company,  passed  February  7,  1834. 

Forked  run  mining  company,  passed  February  17,  1834. 

Vaucluse  mining  company,  passed  February  24,  1834. 

Rivanna  mining  company,  passed  March  6,  1834. 

Hope  mining  company,  passed  March  5,  1S34. 

Liberty  mining  company,  passed  March  7,  1834. 

Buckingham  gold  mining  company,  passed  March  12,  1834. 

Ohio  coal  mining  company,  passed  March  10,  1834. 

Aqueduct  iron  mining  company,  passed  February  20,  1S35. 

Richmond  gas  light  company,  passed  March  12,  1835. 

Norfolk  ice  company,  passed  March  11,  1S35. 
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Appomattox  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  25,  1835. 

Belvidcira  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  27,  1835. 

Clarksville  manufacturing  company,  passed  February  25,  1835. 

Craford  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  30,  1S36. 

Henry  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  22,  1835. 

Hico  falls  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  24,  1S35. 

Madison  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  24,  1835. 

Marshall  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  23,  1835. 

Meadcsvillo  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  20,  1S35. 

Mechanics  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  24,  1835. 

Mount  Holly  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  25,  1835. 

Occoquon  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  18,  1835. 

Pireus  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  24,  1835. 

Rappahannock  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  24,  1836. 

Stony  Point  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  25,  1835. 

Striderian  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  11,  1835. 

Union  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  18,  1835. 

Phcpnix  mining  company,  passed  December  21,  1836. 

Falmouth  mining  company,  passed  December  22,  1836. 

Union  Potomac  company,  passed  February  2,  1936. 

Gill's  mountain  mining  company,  passed  March  11,  1836. 

Berkeley  coal  mining  and  rail-road  companv,  passed  March  18,  1S36. 

Coal  working  company  of  Richmond  and  Manchester,  passed  March  10, 1836. 

Etna  coal  company,  passed  March  18,  1836. 

Deep  run  mining  company,  passed  December  22,  1835. 

Big  Bird  mining  company,  passed  March  17,  1836. 

Goochland  mining  company,  passed  March  15,  1836. 

Fluvanna  mining  company,  passed  February  3,  1836. 

Fredericksburg  mining  company,  passed  March  21,  1836. 

Stafford  mining  company,  passed  February  23,  1836. 

American  mining  company,  passed  March  17, 1836. 

New  Hope  gold  mining  company,  passed  March  16,  1886. 

United  States  copper  mining  company,  passed  March  19,  1936. 

Appomattox  coal  mining  company,  passed  March  24,  1837. 

Ben  Lomond  coal  mining  company,  passed  March  27,  1837. 

Branch  coal  mining  company,  passed  March  25,  1837. 

Chesterfield  coal  mining  company,  passed  February  29,  1837. 

Creek  coal  mining  company,  passed  March  25,  1837. 

Cumberland  coal  mining  company,  passed  March  24,  1837. 

Dover  coal  mining  company,  passed  March  20,  1837. 

Goochland  coal  mining  company,  passed  March  30,  1S37. 

Mattapony  coal  mining  company,  passed  March  27,  1837. 

Parsons  coal  mining  and  iron  manufacturing  company,  passed  Feb'y  27,  1837. 

Prince  Edward  coal  mining  company,  passed  March  24,  1837. 

Rosewood  coal  mining  company,  passed  March  30,  1837. 

Runnymcad  coal  mining  company,  passed  March  18,  1837. 

Tuckahoe  coal  mining  company,  passed  March  24,  1837. 

Virginia  and  New  York  coal  mining  company,  passed  March  24,  1837. 

Amherst  iron  company,  passed  March  25,  1837. 

Belle  Isle  manufacturing  company,  passed  February  28,  1837. 

BufTaloc  iron  company,  passed  March  24,  1837. 

Elk  creek  iron  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  29, 1837. 

Etna  iron  company,  passed  March  27,  1837. 

Oxford  iron  company,  passed  February  18,  1837. 

Preston  iron  and  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  25, 1837. 

Raven  Cliff  iron  company,  passed  March  24,  1837. 

Roaring  run  iron  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  30,  1837. 

Sheffield  iron  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  20,  1937. 

Stonewall  iron  manufacturing  company,  passed  February  26, 1837. 

Tredegar  iron  manufacturing  company,  passed  February  27,  1837. 
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Virginia  foundry  company,  passed  February  27,  1837. 

West  Virginia  iron  mining  and  manufacturing  company,  passed  Feb'y  16,  1837. 

Blue  Ridge  mining  company,  passed  February  25,  1837. 

Broad  run  mining  company,  passed  March  24,  1837. 

Glades  copper  mining  company,  passed  March  24,  1S37. 

Buckingham  slate  raining  company,  passed  March  21,  1837. 

Cheat  river  mining,  lumber,  salt  and  iron  company,  passed  March  27, 1837. 

Franklin  mining  company,  passed  February  25,  1837. 

Richmond  mining  company,  passed  March  30,  1S37. 

Alcinda  gold  mining  company,  passed  January  13,  1S37. 

Austin  gold  mining  company,  passed  March  24,  1837. 

Belmont  mining  company,  passed  March  22,  1837. 

Booker's  gold  mine  company,  passed  March  25,  1837. 

Cedar  Farm  gold  mining  company,  passed  February  26,  1S37. 

Columbian  exploring  arid  mining  company,  passed  March  20,  1837. 

Cedar  Grove  mining  company,  passed  March  26,  1837. 

Cromarty  mining  company,  passed  March  25,  1837. 

Eades  mining  company,  passed  March  20,  1837. 

Eagle  gold  mining  company,  passed  February  25,  1837. 

Farmville  mining  company,  passed  March  24,  1837. 

Fluvanna  mining  company,  pasted  March  24,  1837. 

Gongo  Soco  mining  company,  passed  March  20,  1837. 

Goochland  and  Fluvanna  gold  mining  company,  passed  March  30,  1S37. 

Gold  Hope  mining  company,  passed  February  25, 1837. 

Green  mountain  mining  company,  passed  March  24,  1837. 

Groom's  gold  mining  company,  passed  March  24,  1837. 

Independent  mining  company,  passed  March  24,  1837. 

James  river  mining  company,  passed  March  24,  1837. 

Little  Bird  mining  company,  passed  March  24,  1837. 

M'Gehec  mining  company,  passed  March  24,  1837. 

Mint  gold  mining  company,  passed  March  24, 1837. 

Montcaglcs  mining  company,  passed  March  24,  1837. 

New  York  gold  mining  company,  passed  March  28,  1837. 

O'Mohundro  mining  company,  passed  March  24,  1837. 

Peru  ridge  mining  company,  passed  March  24,  1837. 

Rapid  Ann  mining  company,  passed  March  25,  1837. 

Shaw's  gold  raining  company,  passed  March  18,  1837. 

Somerville  mining  company,  passed  March  27,  1837. 

Spring  Hill  gold  mining  company,  passed  March  24,  1837. 

Walton's  new  gold  mining  company,  passed  March  20,  1837. 

Brent  town  mining  company,  passed  March  24,  1837. 

Carrolton  exploring  and  mining  company,  passed  April  6,  1837. 

Lee's  mining  company,  passed  April  6,  1837. 

Hanover  ana  Henrico  mining  company,  passed  March  7,  1837. 

Hudson  mining  company,  passed  March  3,  1S37. 

Virginia  copper  mining  company,  passed  April  4,  1S37. 

Virginia  mining  and  manufacturing  company,  passed  April  2,  1S37. 

Dupuy  &  PovalPs  coal  company,  passea  January  29,  1839. 

Potomac  exploring  and  mining  company,  passed  April  8,  1839. 

Grady's  mining  company,  passed  February  27,  1839. 

Union  mining,  smelting  ana  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  25,  1839. 

Walton's  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  25,  1837. 

Woodbury  woollen  and  cotton  factory  company,  passed  February  27,  1837. 

Buchanan  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  3,  1838. 

Burlington  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  23,  1838. 

Cottage  iron  works  company,  passed  March  21,  1S38. 

Exeter  manufacturing  company,  passed  January  17,  1838. 

Falmouth  manufacturing  company,  passed  April  6,  1S38. 

Mansfield  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  9,  1839. 

Potomac  coal  and  iron  company,  passed  April  9,  1839. 
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Battcrsea  manufacturing  company,  passed  April  2,  1839. 

Buckingham  Dover  mil]  cotton  and  woollen  factory,  passed  March  23,  1839. 

Cape  Capon  manufacturing  company,  passed  April  6,  1839. 

Curdville  manufacturing  company,  passed  February  9,  1839. 

Essex  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  23,  1839. 

Foushee  manufacturing  company,  passed  April  9,  1839. 

Great  Falls  manufacturing  company,  passed  February  4,  1839. 

Merchants  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  27,  1839. 

Spring  Hill  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  18,  1839. 

Washington  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  29,  1839. 

Wheeling  manufacturing  and  mining  company,  passed  March  26,  1839. 

Virginia  silk  company,  passed  March  21,  1836. 

Potomac  silk  and  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  18,  1836. 

Heth  manufacturing  company,  passed  February  24,  1836. 

Ettrick  manufacturing  company,  passed  January  9,  1836. 

Fleet's  manufacturing  company,  passed  January  9,  1836. 

Mechanics  manufacturing  company,  passed  February  18,  1836. 

Virginia  mills  manufacturing  company,  passed  January  6,  1836. 

Fredericksburg  iron  and  steel  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  21,  1836. 

Fredericksburg  Union  manufacturing  company,  passed  March  17,  1836. 

Great  Falls  manufacturing  company,  passed  January  6,  1836. 

Fredericksburg  silk  and  agricultural  company,  passed  March  23,  1837. 

Hart  wood  silk  and  agricultural  company,  passed  March  24,  1837. 

Virginia  silk  aud  sugar  company,  passed  March  28,  1837. 

Western  Virgina  silk  and  agricultural  company,  passed  March  30,  1837. 

Brunswick  silk  company,  passed  April  9,  1839. 


SCHEDULE  [C] 
CONTAINING  A  LIST  OF  TOLL  BRIDGES,  &c. 


An  act  to  authorize  Catharine  Wager,  &c.  to  erect  a  toll-bridge  across  the  Potomac  river  at  Harper's  Ferry, 
passed  February  23,  1822,  page  53. 

An  act  authorizing  John  Whitaker  to  erect  a  toll-bridge  across  Peake  creek  in  the  county  Wythe,  passed  Ja- 
nuary 6,  1822,  p.  57. 

An  act  empowering  county  court  of  Elizabeth  City  to  erect  two  toll-bridges  across  Hampton  river,  Sec.  passed 
January  27,  1825,  p.  70. 

An  act  providing  for  the  erection  of  a  bridge  across  the  Appomattox  river  at  Petersburg,  passed  Febru- 
ary 4,  1826,  p.  57. 

An  act  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  bridge  across  the  South  branch  of  Shenandoah  river,  passed  January 
25, 1825,  p.  71. 

Samuel  Pannill  to  erect  a  toll-bridge  across  Staunton  river,  passed  February  9,  1826,  page  59. 
An  act  incorporating  the  Danville  toll-bridge  company,  passed  January  28,  1826,  page  61.    Stock  deemed 
real  estate. 

An  act  to  authorize  Francis  Thornton  to  build  a  toll-bridge  across  Rappahannock  river,  passed  7th  Decem- 
ber 1791,  page  18. 

An  act  authorizing  Thomas  Mason  to  build  a  toll-bridge  across  the  river  Occoquon,  passed  December  7, 
1795,  p.  63. 

Authorizing  Nathaniel  Ellicott  and  Isaac  M'Pherson  to  build  a  toll-bridge  across  Occoquon,  passed  Decem- 
ber 7,  1795,  p  63. 

An  act  to  authorize  Enoch  Francis  to  erect  a  toll-bridge  over  Goose  creek,  passed  December  26, 1795,  p.  53. 
Carter  Beverley  to  build  a  toll-bridge  over  North  branch  of  the  Rappahannock,  passed  November  29, 1796, 
page  37. 

Landon  Carter  to  build  a  toll-bridge  over  the  North  branch  of  Rappahannock,  passed  December  25,  1797, 
page  31. 
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Fcrdinnndo  Fairfax  to  build  a  toll-bridge  over  the  Shenandoah  river,  in  the  county  of  Berkeley,  passed  De- 
cember 25,  1797,  page  37. 

Robert  Watkins  to  build  a  toll-bridge  over  Appomattox  river,  December  30,  1S00,  page  13. 
William  Colley  to  build  a  mil-bridge  ovt-r  Smith's  creek,  near  Norfolk,  passed  January  6,  1800,  page  16. 
John  Baruett,  &c.  to  build  a  toll-bridge  across  Dan  river,  passed  December  31,  1801,  page  25. 
Edmund  Terrell  to  build  over  Rapid  Ann,  passed  December  22,  1S01,  page  29. 

To  establish  a  draw-bridge  over  Elizabeth  river  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  for  other  purposes,  passed  Ja- 
nuary 5,  1S03,  page  38. 

"Talbot  Goodwin  to  erect  a  toll-bridge  from  town  of  Suffolk  across  Nansemond,  passed  January  9,  1805, 
page  34. 

A  company  to  build  a  toll-bridgo  over  South  branch  Potomac,  passed  January  2,  1805,  page  34. 
John  Beale  to  build  a  toll-bridge  over  James  river,  passed  January  5,  1805,  page  39. 

An  act  authorizing  William  Bcntley  and  Edward  Mostly  to  erect  a  toll-bridge  over  Staunton  river,  passed 
December  £0,  1804,  page  49. 

A  toll-bridge  over  Pagan  creek,  Isle  of  Wight,  passed  January  4,  1806,  page  20. 
A  toll-bridge  over  Cheat  river,  passed  January  7,  1S06,  page  26. 

A  company  to  erect  a  toll-bridge  over  Shenandoah  river  at  Port  Republic,  December  18,  1805,  page  8. 

John  Brander  to  erect  a  toll-bridge  across  Swift  creek,  Chesterfield,  passed  January  9,  1606,  page  26. 

John  Nuzom  to  build  a  toll-bridge  over  Tyger  Valley  river,  in  Monongalia,  passed  January  7,  1807,  p.  34. 

Company  to  build  a  toll-bridge  over  Hunting  creek  in  the  county  of  Fairfax,  passed  January  7,  1807,  p.  34. 

General  act  in  relation  to  the  collection  of  the  public  revenue,  passed  January  7,  1616,  page  23,  section  40, 
prescribes  that  the  tax  or  tolls  shall  be  collected  in  the  county  in  which  or  nearest  to  which  the  toll-house  stands, 
if  the  bridge  is  over  a  stream  which  divides  counties. 

Shenandoah  bridge  company,  January  16,  1S13,  page  76. 

An  act  to  authorize  a  toll-bridge  across  North  river,  January  1,  1813,  page  106. 
Joseph  Crockett  to  erect  bridge  across  Reedy  creek,  passed  January  1813,  page  75. 
Bridge  across  Dan  river,  passed  February  IS,  1S19,  page  S5. 

Ashby's  gap  turnpike  bridge  across  Shenandoah,  passed  January  9,  1819,  page  167. 
William  Hopkins  bridge  across  Staunton  river,  passed  January  14,  1S19,  page  108. 
Mordecai  Barbour  bridge  across  Appomattox  river,  passed  February  11,  1819,  page  108. 
James  Cartmill  and  John  F.  Wood  bridge  across  James  river,  passed  February  17,  1819,  page  109. 
Benjamin  Wilcox,  jr.,  and  Josias  Adams  toll-bridge  across  West  fork  Monongahela  river,  passed  March  1, 
IS  19,  page  110. 

Act  to  erect  a  toll-bridge  across  Tanner's  creek,  passed  Mnrch  2,  1819,  page  111. 

An  act  to  erect  a  toll-bridge  across  James  river,  passed  March  3,  1S19,  page  114. 

John  Staples  and  others  to  erect  a  toll-bridge  across  James  river,  passed  March  5,  1819,  page  116. 

An  act  to  erect  a  toll-bridge  across  James  river  near  Warren,  passed  March  6,  1S19,  page  119.  ( 

An  act  to  erect  a  bridge  over  Goose  creek,  passed  March  9,  1819,  page  122. 

An  act  to  erect  a  bridge  across  Potomac  river  opposite  Shepherdstown,  passed  March  11,  1819,  page  123. 

Do."  <  do.  passed  February  6,  1821,  page  106. 

Philip  R.  Thompson  and  Stephen  Tease  to  erect  a  bridge  across  Coal  river,  passed  February  14,  1821, 
page  104. 

George  Carter  to  erect  toll-bridge  across  Goose  creek,  passed  February  15,  1821,  page  105. 
A  company  to  erect  a  toll-bridge  across  Potomac  near  Shepherdstown,  passed  February  16,  1821,  page  106. 
A  company  to  erect  a  toll-bridge  across  Ty  gait's  Valley  river,  passed  February  21,  1k24,  page  59. 
A  company  to  erect  a  toll-bridge  across  Cheat  river,  passed  February  11,  1S24,  page  61. 
An  act  authorizing  Jesse  Atkinson  to  erect  a  toll-bridge  across  Dan  river  at  South  Boston,  passed  Decem- 
ber 31,  1S23,  page  62. 

Walker  Timberlake  to  erect  a  toll-bridge  across  Rivanna  river,  passed  January  1824,  page  63. 

An  act  authorizing  Thomas  Purdie  to  erect  a  toll-bridge,  passed  January  13,  1810,  page  51. 

An  act  incorporating  the  Hunting  Creek  company,  passed  January  11,  1810,  page  49. 

An  act  authorizing  Jordan  &  Morhcad  to  erect  a  toll-bridge,  passed  January  22,  1810,  page  60. 

An  act  concerning  L.  Carter  to  erect  a  toll-bridge,  passed  January  5,  1811,  page  100. 

An  act  concerning  the  Lynchburg  toll-bridge  company,  passed  January  2S,  1811,  page  52. 

An  act  authorizing  a  toll-bridge  across  Back  river,  passed  December  28,  1S10,  page  89. 

An  act  concerning  John  Ward  to  erect  a  toll-bridge,  passed  December  31,  1S10,  page  55. 

An  act  amendatory  authorizing  a  toll-bridge  across  Appomattox,  passed  February  19,  1S12,  page  98. 

An  act  authorizing  Win.  M'Clung  to  erect  a  toll-bridge,  passed  January  31,  1812,  page  86. 

An  act  authorizing  Thos.  Macon  to  erect  a  toll-bridge,  passed  January  3, 1812,  page  108. 
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An  act  providing  for  the  rebuilding  the  Gauley  bridge,  passed  March  7,  1827,  page  37. 
An  net  same,  same,  passed  March  8,  1627,  page  39. 

An  act  authorizing  Jas.  Wheatly  to  erect  a  toll-bridge,  passed  March  6,  1827,  page  89. 
An  act  authorizing  Wm.  H.  Meriwether  to  erect  a  toll-bridge,  passed  January  22,  1827,  page  90. 
An  act  to  convert  the  bridge  at  Litllepage's  into  a  toll-bridge,  passed  January  16,  1S27,  page  91. 
An  act  amendatory  for  the  erection  of  a  toll-bridge  at  Petersburg,  passed  January  2,  1S28,  page  81. 
An  act  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  toll-bridge  across  Cheat  river,  passed  February  20,  1828,  page  81. 
An  act  authorizing  Wm.  Weaver  to  erect  two  toll-bridges,  passed  January  23,  1828,  page  60. 
An  act  to  incorporate  the  Hampton  river  and  Mill-creek  toll-bridge  company,  passed  January  18,  1628, 
page  81. 

An  act  concerning  P.  R.  Thompson  and  Mary  Tease,  passed  January  17,  1828,  page  113. 
An  act  to  incorporate  a  company  to  erect  a  toll-bridge  across  the  Potomac,  passed  February  17,  1829, 
page  73. 

An  act  concerning  the  Cartersville  bridge  company,  passed  February  16,  1629,  page  80. 
An  act  granting  Walker  Timberlake  further  time  to  complete  his  bridge,  passed  January  6, 1829,  page  80. 
An  act  authorizing  the  building  from  Gosport  to  Portsmouth,  passed  February  14,  1829,  page  124. 
An  act  to  incorporate  a  company  to  erect  a  toll-bridge  across  the  Shenandoah,  passed  January  17,  1829, 
page  77. 

An  act  authorizing  John  Hodges  &c.  to  erect  a  toll-bridge,  passed  February  6,  1830,  page  92. 
An  act  authorizing  A.  Brown  to  erect  a  toll-bridge,  passed  January  10,  1831,  page  257. 
An  act  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  bridge  at  Exeter  mills,  passed  February  16,  1831,  page  258. 
An  act  amendatory  for  the  erection  of  a  bridge  across  Appomattox,  passed  April  4,  1S31,  page  259. 
An  act  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  bridge  across  the  Shenandoah,  passed  March  23,  1831,  page  260. 
An  act  amendatory  to  incorporate  a  company  for  the  same  purpose,  passed  January  24,  1831,  page  261. 
An  act  amendatory  concerning  the  Lynchburg  toll-bridge  company,  passed  February  10,  1832,  page  190. 
An  act  to  incorporate  a  company  to  erect  a  toll-bridge  across  the  North  river,  passed  January  9,  1832, 
page  191. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Barboursville  toll-bridge  company,  passed  March  6,  1832,  page  196. 
An  act  to  incorporate  the  Rapid  Ann  toll-bridge  company,  passed  February  7, 1832,  page  201. 
An  act  authorizing  Wm.  Smith  to  erect  a  toll-Bridge,  passed  March  20,  1832,  page  204. 
An  act  authorizing  Benjamin  School6eld  to  erect  a  toll-bridge,  passed  January  16,  1833,  page  109. 
An  act  to  incorporate  a  company  to  erect  a  toll  bridge  across  the  Shenandoah,  passed  February  19,  1833, 
page  111. 

An  act  authorizing  the  Lexington  and  Richmond  turnpike  company  to  erect  a  bridge,  passed  February  3, 
1836,  page  211. 

An  act  authorizing  William  Townes  to  erect  a  toll  bridge,  passed  March  22,  1836,  page  228. 
.     An  act  to  incorporate  a  company  to  erect  a  toll  bridge  across  the  Shenandoah  river,  passed  March  22, 1836, 
page  232. 

An  act  amendatory  to  erect  a  loll  bridge  at  Wheeling,  passed  March  19,  1836,  page  236. 
An  act  authorizing  John  P.  Kelly  to  erect  a  toll  bridge,  passed  February  28, 1837,  page  167. 
An  act  to  incorporate  the  North  river  bridge  company,  passed  March  30,  1837,  page  169. 
An  act  to  authorize  S.  Brown  to  erect  a  toll  bridge,  passed  March  26,  1837,  page  162. 
An  act  authorizing  the  Harrisonburg  and  Thornton's  gap  turnpike  company  to  erect  a  toll  bridge,  passed 
March  10,  1834,  page  168. 

•An  act  authorizing  the  Pittsylvania  and  Lynchburg  turnpike  company  to  erect  a  bridge,  passed  February 
19,  1834,  page  174. 

An  act  to  incorporate  a  company  to  erect  a  toll  bridge  across  New  river,  passed  March  19,  1838,  page  137. 
An  act  to  incorporate  the  South  Shenandoah  toll  bridge  company,  passed  April  6,  1836,  page  139. 
An  act  amendatory  to  erect  a  toll  bridge  at  Harper's  Ferry,  passed  March  26, 1838,  page  140. 
An  act  incorporating  the  Jude's  ferry  toll  bridge  company,  passed  April  9,  1839,  page  104. 
An  act  authorizing  Jessee  Pepper  Sec.  to  erect  a  toll  bridge,  passed  February  9,  1839,  page  106. 
An  act  authorizing  James  Bream  &c.  to  erect  a  toll  bridge,  passed  April  3,  1839,  page  108. 
An  act  amendatory  authorizing  the  county  of  Elizabeth  City  to  erect  two  toll  bridges,  passed  April  9, 1339, 
page  113. 
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MEMORIAL  OF  THE  JAMES  RIVER  AND  KANAWHA  COMPANY. 


At  on  annual  meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  James  River  and  Kanawha  Company,  held  in  the  City  of  Rich- 
mond on  the  17th  Dumber  ]S39  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  present  a  memorial  to  the 
legislature  representing  to  them  the  causes  which  will  probably  prevent  the  completion  of  the  canal  through  the 
lands  of  John  Percival  near  Lynchburg,  for  several  months  after  it  will  have  been  completed  in  all  other  parts 
from  the  bdsin  at  Richmond  to  Lynchburg,  with  the  exception  of  so  much  thereof  as  has  heen  located  through 
the  lands  of  John  Percival,  and  moreover  asking  of  the  legislature  that  in  all  cases  of  assessments  made  here- 
after and  confirmed  by  the  court,  writs  of  possession  may  be  issued  under  suitable  regulations,  in  order  to  put 
the  company  in  possession  of  the  lands  condemned  for  their  use. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  members  of  the  committee  to  present  a  memorial  to  the  legisla- 
ture pursuant  to  the  foregoing  resolution  : 

Mr.  Chapman  Johnson, 
Mr.  John  Rtjtherfoord, 
Mr.  Fleming  James. 

Extracts  from  the  records, 

W.  B.  CHITTENDEN,  Clerk. 


TO  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  VIRGINIA 

The  Memorial  of  the  undersigned,  a  Committee  on  behalf  of  the  James  River  and  Kanawha  Company, 

respectfully  represents: 

That  at  a  late  meeting  of  the  stockholders  the  undersigned  were  appointed  a  committee  in  pursuance  of  a 
resolution  in  the  following  words: 

"  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  present  a  memorial  to  the  legis- 
lature representing  to  them  the  causes  which  will  probably  prevent  the  completion  of  the  canal  through  the  lands 
of  John  Percival  near  Lynchburg  for  several  months  alter  it  will  have  been  completed  in  all  other  parts  from 
the  basin  at  Richmond  to  Lynchburg,  and  asking  permission  to  levy  the  tolls  provided  by  their  charter  when 
the  canal  shall  have  been  completed  from  the  basin  at  Richmond  to  Lynchburg,  with  the  exception  of  so  much 
thereof  as  has  been  located  through  the  lands  of  John  Percival ;  and  moreover  asking  of  the  legislature  that  in 
all  cases  of  assessments  made  hereafter  and  confirmed  by  the  courts,  writs  of  possession  may  be  issued  under 
suitable  regulations,  in  order  to  put  the  company  in  possession  of  the  land  condemned  for  their  use." 

In  discharge  of  the  duty  thus  imposed  upon  your  memorialists,  they  submit  to  the  general  assembly  the  fol- 
lowing statement  of  the  causes  which  have  induced  the  stockholders  to  ask  for  relief. 

On  the  4th  October  in  the  year  183G,  the  board  of  assessors  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  charter, 
went  upon  the  lands  of  John  Percival,  near  Lynchburg,  for  the  purpose  of  assessing  damages  from  the  con- 
demnation of  his  land  which  had  been  previously  laid  out  for  the  use  of  the  company.  He  had  due  notice  of 
the  meeting,  and  as  your  memorialists  are  advised  was  present  when  the  assessors  proceeded,  and  assessed  his 
damages  from  the  condemnation  of  two  acres,  one  rood,  nine  and  three  quarter  perches,  at  eight  hundred  and 
eight  dollars. 
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This  assessment  was  duly  returned  to  the  clerk's  office  of  the  superior  court  of  Campbell  county  in  the 
month  of  December  of  the  same  year,  and  on  the  22d  of  April  1837,  it  was  confirmed  in  court,  ordered  to  be 
recorded  and  judgment  rendered  in  favour  of  Percival  for  the  sum  of  $808  so  assessed. 

During  all  this  lime  the  said  Percival  made  no  objection  to  the  location  or  to  the  assessment,  although  as 
your  memorialists  are  advised,  he  was  told  by  the  clerk  of  the  superior  court  after  the  report  had  been  returned 
and  before  the  next  April  term  of  the  court,  that  if  he  did  not  object  to  it,  it  would  then  be  confirmed.  On  the 
contrary  your  memorialists  are  informed  that  the  said  Percival  entered  into  a  contract  with  the  company  for 
excavating  the  canal  through  his  land  according  to  the  location  which  had  thus  been  made  of  it. 

This  contract  he  failed  to  comply  with,  and  refused  to  receive  the  money  which  had  been  assessed  and  ad- 
judged for  his  damages,  although  it  was  duly  tendered  to  him. 

The  company  thereupon  let  the  work  to  another  contractor,  and  when  he  went  to  lake  possession  of  the 
land  for  ihe  purpose  of  executing  his  contract,  possession  was  forcibly  withheld  from  him  by  the  said  PercivaL 

By  advice  of  counsel  the  company  resorted  to  a  summary  proceeding  by  a  writ  of  forcible  detainer  to  ob- 
tain possession  of  the  land,  but  this  was  defeated,  and  the  company  compelled  to  sulFer  a  nonsuit  by  reason  of 
an  unexpected  decision  of  ihe  justices  upon  ihe  trial  that  the  company  must  produce  evidence  that  they  had 
been  duly  organized  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  their  charter. 

The  company  were  then  advised  to  bring  an  ejectment,  which  they  accordingly  brought  in  the  superior 
court  for  the  county  of  Campbell,  and  endeavoured  to  mature  the  cause  for  trial  by  the  April  term  of  the  pre- 
sent year.  At  that  term  ihe  judge,  declining  to  sit  upon  the  trial  of  the  cause,  removed  it  to  the  superior  court 
for  the  county  of  Amherst.  At  the  fall  term  of  that  court,  the  first  that  had  occurred  after  the  removal,  the 
company  pressed  for  trial,  but  the  defendant,  upon  an  affidavit  of  the  absence  of  witnesses  whom  he  deemed 
material,  procured  a  continuance  of  the  cause  until  the  next  term,  which  will  be  held  in  April  of  the  ensuing 
year.  The  counsel  for  the  company  asked  for  a  special  term  for  the  trial  of  the  cause,  but  the  judge  declined, 
probably  upon  the  ground,  as  your  memorialists  are  informed,  that  as  ho  had  gone  through  the  docket  and  dis- 
posed of  all  the  business  of  the  term,  the  law  gave  no  authority  to  hold  a  special  term. 

A  copy  of  the  record  from  the  superior  court  of  Amherst,  containing  the  proceedings  in  the  ejectment,  to- 
gether with  ihe  proceedings  before  the  assessors,  and  the  judgment  confirming  their  report,  is  herewith  submitted 
as  a  part  of  this  memorial. 

By  the  annual  report  of  the  president  of  the  company  to  the  stockholders,  it  appears  probable  that  the 
canal  from  the  basin  at  Richmond  to  Lynchburg,  with  the  exception  of  that  part  thereof  which  must  necessarily 
await  the  removal  of  the  obstruction  upon  the  lands  of  the  said  Percival,  will  be  completed  so  as  to  be  ready 
for  navigation  according  to  the  requisitions  of  the  charter  during  the  present  winter. 

But  owing  to  the  obstruction  of  the  work  through  the  lands  of  Percival,  the  company  will  not  be  able  to 
complete  that  part  of  the  canal  until  the  lapse  of  some  six  or  eight  weeks  after  the  law  suit  with  hirn  shall  have 
been  terminated.  This  will  deprive  the  company  of  the  benefit  of  those  lolls,  which  by  the  act  of  ihe  last  ses- 
sion of  the  assembly  ihey  were  authorized  to  levy  when  the  canal  should  be  completed  from  the  basin  at  Rich- 
mond to  Lynchburg. 

This  delay  not  having  been  incurred  by  any  fault  of  the  company,  who  have  exhausted  all  reasonable  means 
within  their  power  to  avoid  it,  they  submit  to  the  legislature  that  it  is  but  an  act  of  justice  to  take  the  tolls  al- 
lowed by  the  charter  when  the  canal  shall  have  been  completed  from  the  basin  at  Richmond  to  Lynchburg,  with 
the  exception  of  so  much  thereof  as  the  obstruction  aforesaid  shall  have  rendered  it  impracticable  to  complete. 

Il  is  believed  that  this  injurious  delay  might  have  been  prevented  if  ihe  law  had  provided  for  issuing  writs 
of  possession  upon  the  judgments  of  the  courts  confirming  the  condemnation  of  lands  by  the  assessors,  and 
haa  provided  adequate  means  for  preventing  and  removing  all  force  by  which  the  possession  of  the  company 
should  be  subsequently  interrupted. 

It  will  be  seen,  however,  by  reference  to  the  charter  that  no  provision  is  made  for  issuing  a  writ  of  posses- 
sion upon  the  judgment  of  the  court  confirming  the  assessment  and  condemnation. 

While  therefore  the  company  would  not  ask  for  legislation  to  affect  the  pending  controversy,  ihey  submit  it 
to  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature  to  provide  a  suitable  remedy  for  future  mischiefs  of  the  same  kind. 

And  as  in  duty  bound,  &c, 

C  JOHNSON,  ) 

J.  RUTHERFOORD,  >  Committee. 

FLEMING  JAMES,  ) 
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Jambs  River  and  Kanawha  Company  i 

vs.  >  Copy  Record. 

John  Percival.  > 

Virginia,  to  wit : 

Pleat  at  the  courthouse  in  the  county  of  Amherst  before  the  Judge  of  the  Circuit  Superior  Court  of  Law  and  Chancery  for 
the  said  county  on  the       day  of         and  in  the        year  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Be  it  remembered,  that  heretofore  to  wit :  At  rules  held  in  the  clerk's  office  of  the  circuit  superior  court  of 
law  and  chancery  for  the  county  of  Campbell  on  the  first  Monday  in  March  1839,  came  John  Doe  lessee  of  the 
James  river  and  Kanawha  company,  by  Chiswell  Dabncy  and  Charles  L.  Mosby  his  attorneys,  and  filed  bis 
declaration  against  Richard  Roe  of  a  plea  of  trespass  and  ejectment,  which  declaration  and  the  note  and  affidavit 
thereunder  written  are  in  the  words  and  figures  following: 

"Circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery  for  the  county  of  Campbell,  to  wit: 

John  Doe  plaintiff"  complains  of  Richard  Roe  defendant  of  a  plea  of  trespass,  for  that  whereas  the  James 
ri%'er  and  Kanawha  company  on  the  first  day  of  March  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1839,  at  the  county  aforesaid 
and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court  had  demised  unto  the  said  plaintiff  one  certain  lot,  tenement  and  parcel 
of  ground,  containing  two  acres,  one  rood  and  nine  seventy-five  hundredths  perches,  situate,  lying  and  being  in 
the  county  of  Campbell  aforesaid,  on  James  river  and  near  the  town  of  Lynchburg,  with  the  appurtenances. 
To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  lot,  tenement  and  parcel  of  ground,  with  its  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  plaintiff, 
his  executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  from  the  said  first  day  of  March  in  the  year  1S39  to  the  end  and  term 
of  seven  years  thence  next  following,  and  fully  to  be  complete  and  ended,  by  virtue  of  which  said  demise  the 
said  plaintiff  entered  on  the  said  lot,  tenement  and  parcel  of  ground,  with  its  appurtenances,  and  was  thereof 
possessed.  And  the  said  plaintiff  so  being  thereof  possessed  the  said  defendant  afterwards,  that  is  to  say,  after 
the  said  lease  and  entry,  and  on  the  said  first  day  of  March  1839,  at  the  county  and  within  the  jurisdiction  afore- 
said, with  force  and  arms,  to  wit :  with  swords,  staves,  knives,  stones  and  blunderbusses  entered  into  and  upon 
said  demised  lot,  tenement  and  parcel  of  ground,  with  the  appurtenances,  which  the  said  James  river  and  Ka- 
nawha company  demised  to  the  said  plaintiff  in  form  aforesaid  for  the  term  aforesaid  which  is  not  yet  expired, 
and  ejected  the  said  plaintiff  out  of  his  said  farm,  and  other  wrongs  to  him  then  and  there  did  to  the  great  da- 
mage of  the  said  plaintiff,  and  against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia.  "Whereby  the 
said  plaintiff  saith  he  is  injured  and  damaged  to  the  value  of  $5000,  and  therefore  he  brings  his  suit,  &c. 

DABNEY  &  MOSBY,  P.  Q. 


To  Mr.  John  Percival. 

I  am  informed  that  you  are  in  possession  of,  or  claim  title  to  the  premises  mentioned 
in  the  foregoing  declaration  of  ejectment  or  to  some  part  thereof,  and  1  being  sued  in  this  action  as  casual  ejec- 
tor, and  having  no  claim  or  title  to  the  same,  do  advise  you  to  appear  at  the  clerk's  office  of  the  circuit  superior 
court  of  law  and  chancery  for  the  county  of  Campbell  on  the  first  Monday  in  March  instant,  that  being  rule  day, 
by  some  attorney  of  that  court,  and  then  and  there  by  a  rule  to  be  made  pursuant  to  the  act  of  assembly  in  that 
case  made  and  provided,  to  cause  yourself  to  be  made  a  defendant  in  my  stead,  otherwise  I  shall  suffer  a  judg- 
ment to  be  entered  against  me,  and  you  will  be  turned  out  of  possession. 

Your  affectionate  friend, 

JOHN  DOE. 

1939,  March  1st. 


Campbell  County,  to  wit  i 

This  day  John  Rosser,  deputy  for  Adam  Clement,  sheriff  of  said  county,  of  lawful  age,  appeared 
before  me  a  justice  of  the  said  county,  and  made  oath  that  he  delivered  a  copy  of  the  within  declaration,  as 
well  as  of  the  notice  thereto  subjoined,  to  John  Percival  on  the  1st  day  of  March  1839. 
Given  under  my  hand  the  ist  day  of  March  in  the  year  1839. 

JAMES  BULLOCK." 
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And  it  appearing  by  the  affidavit  of  John  Rosser,  deputy  sheriff  for  Adam  Clement,  sheriff  of  said  county, 
that  John  Percival,  tenant  in  possession  of  the  premises,  hath  been  duly  served  with  a  copy  of  the  plaintiff's 
declaration,  and  the  notice  thereunder  written,  and  he  not  appearing,  though  solemnly  called,  on  motion  of  the 
plaintiff  it  is  ordered  that  unless  the  said  John  Percival,  having  had  legal  notice  of  this  order,  or  those  under 
whom  he  claims,  or  some  one  of  them,  do  appear  on  the  first  day  of  the  next  term  of  the  circuit  superior  court 
of  law  and  chancery  for  this  county,  to  he  holden  at  the  courthouse  on  the  19lh  day  of  April  next,  and  make 
himself,  herself,  or  themselves  defendant  or  defendants  in  this  suit  in  the  room  of  the  said  Richard  Roe,  plead 
the  general  issue,  confess  the  lease,  eniry  and  ouster  in  the  declaration  supposed,  and  enter  into  the  common 
rule  to  insist  on  the  title  only  at  trial,  judgment  shall  be  given  for  the  plaintiff  and  a  writ  of  possession  award- 
ed him. 

And  at  another  day  to  wit:  At  a  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery  continued  and  held  for  the 
county  aforesaid  at  the  courthouse  thereof,  on  the  19th  day  of  the  month  and  year  aforesaid  : 

John  Doe  lessee  of  tU  James  River  and  Kanawha  Company,  Pit/.  > 

against  >  In  ejectment. 

Richard  Roe,  D/t.  ) 

For  one  certain  lot,  tenement  and  parcel  of  ground  containing  two  acres,  one  rood  and  tVo  perches  of  land 
situate  iu  this  county.  It  appearing  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court  that  a  copy  of  the  conditional  order  en- 
tered at  rules  on  the  4lh  day  of  March  last  in  this  cause  had  been  duly  served  on  the  14th  day  of  March 
last  on  John  Percival,  the  tenant  in  possession  of  said  premises  in  controversy,  he  was  solemnly  called,  and  the 
plaintiff  by  counsel  moved  for  a  confirmation  of  said  order.  Whereupon  the  said  John  Percival  appeared  by 
counsel  and  at  his  instance  said  motion  is  continued  until  to-morrow. 

At  which  day  to  wit :  At  a  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery  continued  and  held  for  said  county, 
on  the  twentieth  day  of  the  month  and  year  aforesaid.  For  reasons  appearing  to  the  court  this  cause  was  con- 
tinued until  the  then  next  Monday. 

At  which  day  to  wit:  At  a  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery  continued  and  held  for  said  county 
on  the  twenty-first  day  of  the  month  and  year  aforesaid.  For  reasons  appearing  to  the  court  this  cause  was 
again  continued  until  the  then  next  day  of  the  term. 

And  now  at  this  day  to  wit :  At  a  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery  continued  and  held  for  the 
county  aforesaid,  at  the  courthouse  thereof  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  the  month  and  year  last  aforesaid. 

John  Doe  lessee  of  the  James  Kiver  and  Kanawha  Company,  Pit/,  i 

against  >  In  tjectmcnt. 

Richard  Rob,  Djl.  ) 

For  one  certain  lot,  tenement  and  parcel  of  ground  containing  two  acres,  one  rood  and  AV  perches,  situate, 
lying  and  being  in  the  county  of  Campbell  aforesaid  on  James  river,  and  near  to  the  town  of  Lynchburg,  with 
the  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging. 

John  Percival  on  his  motion  is  admitted  defendant  in  this  suit  in  the  room  of  the  said  Roe,  and  thereupon 
by  his  attorney  comes  and  defends  the  force  and  injur}',  when  &c.  pleads  the  general  issue,  confesses  the  lease, 
entry  and  ouster  in  the  declaration  supposed,  and  agrees  to  insist  on  the  title  only  at  trial.  And  the  judge  of 
this  court  being  so  situated  in  relation  to  the  subject  in  controversy  between  the  parties  as  to  make  it  in  his 
opinion  improper  lor  him  to  decide  between  the  parties,  it  is  ordered  by  the  court  that  this  cause  be  certified 
and  removed  to  the  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery  of  Amherst  county,  to  bo  therein  proceeded 
according  to  law. 

And  afterwards  to  wit:  At  a  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery,  begun  and  held  for  Amherst 
county  at  the  courthouse  on  Monday  the  2d  day  of  September  1639.  This  cause  having  been  removed 
hither  from  the  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery  for  the  county  of  Campbell,  the  court  doth  order 
that  it  be  placed  in  its  proper  place  upon  the  docket  of  this  court. 

And  afterwards  to  wit :  At  a  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery  continued  by  adjournment,  and  held 
for  the  county  of  Amherst  at  the  courthouse  on  Friday  the  6th  day  of  September  1S39.  Tho  court  doth  order 
that  this  cause  bo  continued  until  the  next  term.  And  the  plaintiff  by  their  attorney  tender  to  the  defendant 
leave  to  examine  and  take  the  depositions  of  any  and  all  of  their  witnesses  on  reasonable  notice  thereof  being 
given  to  C.  Dabney  or  C.  L.  Mosby,  the  plaintiffs'  attorneys. 

The  following" is  a  copy  of  the  exhibit  tiled  among  the  papers  in  this  cause  : 
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Virci.via  : 

Fleas  before  the  honourable  the  judge  of  the  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery 
ho'den  in  and  for  the  county  of  Campbell,  at  the  courthouse  thereof  on  the  22d  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

Be  it  remembered,  1  hnt  heretofore  to  wit:  At  a  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery  con  inued  and 
held  for  said  county  of  Campbell,  at  the  courthouse  thereof  on  the  said  twenty-second  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  came  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company  by  their  attorney,  and 
moved  the  court  to  take  up  a  report  of  the  assessors  for  assessing  damages  by  occasion  of  the  James  river  and 
Kanawha  canal  passing  through  the  lands  of  John  Percival,  which  said  report  had  been  previously  filed  in  the 
clerk's  office  of  said  court  by  the  said  assessors  on  the  second  Monday  in  December  1836,  and  is  "in  the  words 
and  figures  following: 

"  We  the  undersigned  assessors  to  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company  do  hereby  certify,  that  after 
due  notice  of  the  day  and  place  appointed  for  our  meeting,  we  on  the  4th  day  of  October  183G,  that  being  the  day 
go  appointed  by  notice  duly  served,  filed  herewith,  met  together  upon  the  lands  of  John  Percival  below  the 
town  of  Lynchburg  in  the  county  of  Campbell,  which  the  company  aforesaid  propose  to  condemn  for  their  use, 
and  after  having  viewed  the  premises  and  heard  such  proper  evidence  as  either  party  ofierrd  to  us,  we  pro- 
ceeded to  estimate  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  land  aforesaid,  the  quantity  of  additional  fencing  which 
would  probably  be  occasioned  by  its  condemnation,  and  the  following  which  seemed  to  us  all  the  other  incon- 
veniences which  were  likely  to  result  to  the  proprietor  of  said  land,  that  is  to  say  for  the  condemnation  of  two 
acres,  one  rood,  nine  and  three  quarter  perches  of  said  land  lor  the  use  of  the  Jarncs  river  and  Kanawha 
company  for  the  construction  of  a  canal,  as  will  appear  by  the  plat  and  description  thereof  herewith  filed,  for 
the  inconvenience  and  expense  of  removing  a  barn,  for  the  expense  of  additional  fencing,  for  the  inconvenience 
of  dividing  his  land  into  two  pieces,  it  being  understood  and  agreed  by  the  company  that  they  will  construct 
and  keep  up  one  farm  bridge  for  the  use  of  the  said  proprietor,  that  said  proprietor  be  permitted  to  run  his  side  fen- 
ces on  the  bcrm  bank  side  to  the  bottom  of  the  canal  slope  subject  to  the  conttol  and  direction  of  the  company's 
officers,  we  are  of  opinion  that  no  additional  fencing  will  be  required  on  the  upper  side  of  the  canal,  that  we 
have  foreseen  and  estimated  no  other  inconveniences  but  those  above  enumerated,  and  that  we  combined  with 
these  considerations  as  far  as  we  could  a  just  regard  to  the  advantages  which  would  be  derived  by  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  land  from  the  construction  of  the  improvement  for  the  use  of  which  the  said  land  is  to  be  con- 
demned, that  under  the  influence  of  these  considerations  we  have  estimated  and  do  hereby  assess  the  damages 
which  will  be  sustained  by  the  proprietor  of  the  said  lands  from  the  condemnation  thereof  for  the  use  of  the 
company  at  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  eight  dollars. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  seals  this  19th  day  of  November  1836. 

JACOB  MICHADX, 
PETER  II.  STEENBERGEN, 
L1TTLEBURY  X.  LIGON, 
JOHN  B.  DABNEY, 
JOHN  T.  BOCOCK, 


The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  notice  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  report  of  the  assessors  and  filed  with 
the  same : 

Mr.  John  Percival, 
SIR, 

The  board  of  assessors  appointed  by  the  board  of  public  works  to  assess  the  damages 
to  the  owners  of  land  along  the  line  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  canal  from  the  condemnation  of  their  laud 
to  the  use  of  said  canal,  will  assemble  on  your  tract  of  land  in  Campbell  county  on  the  4ih  day  of  October  next, 
and  then  and  there  proceed  to  assess  the  damages  to  you  as  owner  of  said  land  from  its  condemnation  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid  according  to  law.    Dated  20ih  August  1636. 

Respectfully  yours, 

JOSEPH  C.  CABELL,  P.  J.  R.  $  K.  Co. 

Upon  which  said  notice  is  the  following  endorsement: 
This  is  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  notice. 

JOHN  PERCIVAL. 

September  24/A,  1836. 
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Seal. 
Seal.' 
Seal.' 
Seal. 
'Seal.T- 
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The  following  is  a  true  copy  of  the  plat  and  description  of  the  land  condemned  as  aforesaid  for  the  use  of 
the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company,  to  wit : 

Campbell  County,  to  wit : 

The  annexed  map  No.  3  is  a  plat  and  description  of  the  land  taken  for  the  use  of 
the  James  river  and  Kanawha  canal  as  it  passes  through  the  land  of  John  Percival  including  that  required  for 
drains,  &c.  on  each  side  of  the  canal. 

Beginning  at  C  a  stone  on  the  southern  limits  of  the  canal  and  in  the  line  of  James  Boal  and  John  Percival, 
running  thence  with  the  same  N.  52J  E.  Gfty  feet  to  the  centre  of  the  canal  at  A,  thence  with  the  same  S.  37$ 
E.  thirty-four  feet  ten  iuches  to  6,  (section  3,)  thence  with  the  same  8.  37£  E.  four  hundred  feet  to  (10  section  3,| 
thence  with  the  same  8.  39J  E.  two  hundred  feet  to  (12  section  3,)  thence  with  the  same  8.  43$  E.  two  hundred 
feet  to  (14  section  3,)  thence  with  the  same  8.  45J  E.  one  hundred  and  seventy-one  feet  nine  inches  to  B  on  the 
line  between  John  Percival  and  Henry  Davis,  thence  with  the  same  8.  56J  W.  fifty-one  feet  to  a  stone  at  D  on 
the  southern  limits  of  the  canal  with  offsets  to  the  south  side  between  stations  A  and  B,  at  right  angles  to  the 
centre  line  fifty  feet  and  with  offsets  to  the  north  side  between  the  stations  A  and  B,  likewise  at  right  angles  to 
the  centre  line  fifty  feet  making  one  thousand  and  six  feet  seven  inches  on  the  centre  line,  and  including  all  the 
land  between  the  east  and  west  division  lines  of  the  farm  of  the  said  John  Percival  embraced  by  the  said  divi- 
sion lines,  and  the  limits  established  by  the  lines  drawn  through  the  said  offsets  to  each  side  of  the  canal  from 
one  division  line  to  the  other  covering  two  acres,  one  rood  and  nine  and  three  quarter  perches. 

[Here  follows  a  "  Map  of  the  James  Hirer  and  Kanawha  Canal  through  the  lands  of  John  Percival."] 

Surveyed  for  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company  with  a  view  to  the  condemnation  of  the  land  which 
the  canal  and  its  appurtenances  occupy  agreeable  to  the  purport  of  the  act  incorporating  the  company,  passed 
March  10th,  1832,  and  its  amendments. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  10th  day  of  May  1836. 

D.  H.  KENNEDY. 

Variation  of  the  magnet  from  the  true  meridian  2'  cast  of  north  and  scale  100  feet  to  the  inch. 

The  affidavit  of  the  surveyor  in  relation  to  the  correctness  of  the  foregoing  survey  is  in  these  words. 

Nelson  County,  to  wit: 

This  14th  day  of  Oc  obcr  1S36,  David  H.  Kennedy  personally  appeared  before  me  a 
justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  said  county  and  made  oath  that  the  plat  of  the  canal  of  the  James  river  and 
Kanawha  canal  hereto  annexed  and  made  by  him  with  the  certificate  thereto  annexed  arc  just  and  correct  to 
the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  and  he  will  true  answers  make  to  all  questions  propounded  to  him  in  rela- 
tion to  the  same. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  day  and  date  above  written. 

LITTLEBURY  N.  LIGON. 


And  thereupon  came  the  plaintiffs  by  their  attorney,  and  the  defendant  though  solemnly  called  came  not  : 
whereupon  the  plaintiffs  on  hearing  the  report  aforesaid  filed  and  returned  in  the  case,  moved  the  court  to  con- 
firm and  record  the  same  agreeable  to  an  act  of  assembly  in  that  case  made  and  provided.  On  consideration 
the  court  doth  order  that  the  said  report  be  conGrmetl  and  recorded,  and  that  the  plaintiffs  pay  to  the  defendaQt 
eight  hundred  and  eight  dollars,  as  assessed  as  aforesaid  by  the  assessors  in  said  report  mentioned. 

Copies— Teste, 

JOHN  D.  ALEXANDER,  Clk. 

Virginia  : 

Circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery,  holdcn  in  and  for  the  county  of  Campbell,  to  wit : 

I,  John  D.  Alexander,  clerk  of  said  court,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  re- 
cord and  proceedings  of  a  certain  motion  lately  depending  and  determined  in  said  court,  wherein  the  James 
river  and  Kanawha  company  are  plaintiffs,  and'john  Percival  is  defendant,  as  fully  and  wholly  as  the  same  now 
exists  among  the  records  of  my  office.    Given  under  my  hand  this  28th  day  of  August  1839. 

JOHN  D.  ALEXANDER. 

Copies — Teste, 

ROBERT  TINSLEY,  Clk. 

Circ't  Court  of  Amhertt. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE  ARMORY. 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT,  Richmond,  Dec.  24,  1839. 

SIR, 

I  herewith  transmit  a  communication  from  the  captnin  of  the  public  guard  and  superintendent  of  the 
armory  accompanied  by  reports  to  be  laid  before  the  general  assembly. 

With  the  highest  respect, 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  CAMPBELL. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  Houte  of  Delegates. 
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ARMORY,  Richmond,  November  80lh,  1839. 

SIR, 

The  short  period  which  has  elapsed  since  I  took  command  of  the  public  guard,  and  the  time  unavoid- 
ably consumed  in  preparing  and  moving  into  the  armory,  together  with  the  time  necessarily  occupied  by  the  cur- 
rent, continual  and  active  dulies  of  the  office,  prevent  my  making  the  annual  report  required  by  law  of  the  cap- 
tain of  the  public  guard  and  "superintendent  of  public  edifices"  as  full  and  satisfactory  as  I  would  wish. 

On  taking  charge  of  the  company,  I  found  it  in  a  fine  condition  as  to  discipline,  and  the  general  conduct  of 
the  men  (with  very  few  exceptions)  remarkably  good.  Lieutenants  Brown  and  Gay,  on  whom  the  command 
alternately  devolved  after  the  death  of  captain  Boiling,  discharged  their  duties  with  fidelity  and  promptness. 

For  want  of  time  1  have  been  unable  to  lake  n  complete  inventory  of  all  the  arms  and  accoutrements  and 
other  public  property  now  in  the  armory.  I  therefore  must  refer  to  the  returns  of  capt.  Boiling  made  30th  Novem- 
ber 1838,  (marked  C.  and  E.)  which  will  be  found  amongst  the  "  documents  accompanying  the  governor's  mes- 
sage," page  17  of  the  printed  journals  of  the  house  of  delegates.  I  will,  however,  prepare  similar  tables  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  lay  them  before  the  armory  committee,  and  furnish  also  the  executive  with  copies  of  the 
same.  I  herewith  forward  returns  of  the  nrm3,  ordnance,  tec.,  received  and  issued  from  the  30th  November  1838 
to  the  30lh  November  1S39,  marked  A.  and  B. 

It  is  not  in  my  power  to  make  a  correct  statement  of  the  amount  of  contingent  expenses  for  repairs  of  arms 
for  the  twelve  months  past  in  consequence  of  some  outstanding  and  unsettled  accounts  which  exist  by  the  sud- 
den death  of  captain  Boiling.  These  will  speedily  be  ad  justed  by  his  executors,  when  if  necessary  the  amount 
will  be  slated  :  the  unsettled  accounts  however  are  but  small.  The  pay  of  the  artificers  from  30th  November 
1838  to  30lh  November  1S39  amounts  to  S3083  57.  The  amount  of  work  done  by  the  artificers  during  the 
same  period  is  the  overhauling,  repairing,  repnlishing  and  repacking  1320  muskets:  602  muskets  repaired,  194 
of  which  are  without  bayonets;  190  repaired  partly  for  stocking;  60  muskets  restocked  ;  391  bayonets  forged  ; 
312  bayonets  ground  and  filed  ;  376  rifles  repaired  but  not  polished  ;  200  new  wipers  for  rifles  ;  160  new  ram- 
rods for  ditto;  212  pistols  repaired  but  not  polished  ;  33  swords  repaired  and  polished. 

No  sale  has  as  yet  been  made  of  the  muskets  reported  in  1S37  as  not  worth  repairing,  because  the  number  is 
still  inconsiderable,  and  will  M  no  doubt  be  added  to  every  time  we  receive  arms  from  the  different  parts  of  the 
state."  When  such  quantity  is  collected  as  will  warrant  an  advantageous  sale,  the  act  of  the  legislature  direct- 
ing it  will  be  carried  out,  and  care  will  be  taken  to  comply  with  the  act  of  the  8lh  April  last,  which  requires 
such  arms  previous  to  their  sale  to  be  "  unbrecched,  hammered  and  otherwise  broken,"  so  as  to  prevent  their  use 
in  any  manner  whatever  as  fire-arms  or  weapons. 

That  portion  of  the  act  of  the  legislature  passed  8lh  April  last  which  required  the  superintendent  "  to  cause 
the  walls  of  the  armory  to  be  repaired  in  places  where  it  may  be  necessary,  using  hydraulic  lime  therefor,  and 
to  procure  the  speedy  repair  of  the  roof  now  covered  with  slate  so  as  to  prevent  its  leaking,"  was  complied  with 
last  summer,  but  I  regret  now  to  slate  that  the  roof  has  again  commenced  leaking  in  several  places  both  in  the 
officers'  quarters  and  in  some  of  the  rooms  in  which  arms  are  stored.  Prompt  means  ougnt  therefore  to  be 
adopted  to  correct  it,  otherwise  considerable  injury  may  result  to  some  of  the  arms.  I  fear,  nevertheless,  that  it 
will  be  difficult  to  remedy  the  evil,  as  slate  roofs  are  much  more  liable  to  leak  than  any  other  kind  unless  great 
care  be  taken  "  in  putting  on  the  sheathing."  I  have  to  report  that  some  of  the  arms  and  equipments  in  the  east 
wing  of  this  budding  have  sustained  injury  from  the  dilapidated  condition  of  the  floors  which  admit  a  quantity 
of  damp-atmosphere.  I  am  unable  to  remedy  this,  as  there  are  no  other  suitable  rooms  in  which  to  deposit  these 
arms:  indeed  I  think  the  whole  building  from  its  location  altogether  unsuitable  as  an  arsenal. 

It  has  been  found  impracticable  to  carry  into  effect  the  second  section  of  the  above  recited  act  requiring  the 
superintendent  "  to  cause  all  arms  unfit  for  service  at  the  Lexington  arsenal  now  or  hereafter  collected  to  be 
transported  to  the  armory  to  be  repaired  and  repacked  in  boxes  for  safe  keeping,"  in  consequence  of  there  hav- 
ing been  no  provision  made  for  the  expanse  of  the  transportation  of  the  arms  from  Lexington  to  this  place. 
When  that  is  done,  no  time  will  be  lost  in  fulfilling  the  order  of  the  general  assembly  in  this  particular. 

The  4th  section  of  the  same  act  required  the  superintendent  to  contract  with  the  lessee  of  the  foundry  for 
a  relinquishment  of  that  building.  This  contract  has  been  effected  upon  the  terms  of  the  act,  and  that  building  is 
now  used  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  mounted  artillery.  The  contract  was  returned  to  the  executive  by  captain 
Boiling  several  months  ago  nod  approved. 

The  contracted  and  uncomfortable  condition  of  the  officers'  quarters  as  well  as  those  of  many  of  the  men 
induce  me  to  hope  that  measures  will  be  taken  to  have  them  extended  and  repaired — no  repairs  or  alterations 
having  been  made  to  the  officers'  quarters  for  many  years  (as  1  am  informed)  except  such  as  they  have  done  at 
their  own  expense. 

Iam,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  RICHARDSON,  Captain  and 

Superintendent  of  ike  Armory. 

To  hit  Excellency  David  Campbell,  Governor  of  Virginia. 
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ARMS  AND  ACCOUTREMENTS  received  at  the  Armory,  commencing  1st  December  1838,  and  ending  on  the  30<A 

November  1839,  new  and  old  included. 

OLD  ARMS,  Sec. 
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NEW  ARMS,  Ordnance,  Ordnance  Stores,  Equipment*,  <$t.,  received  from  United  States  Government. 
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(ty  Equal  to  1727}  musket*. 
Receipted  for  bj  adj'tgen'l  Peyton  25th 
Nov.  1839,  viz :  1400  pistols  and  ap- 
pendages, at  $  9,         -          -       12,600  00 
700  sabres,  new  pattern,  at  1 8,    •        5,600  00 
700  cavalry  cartridge  boxes,  700  sabre 
belts  and  plates,  700  pair  holsters 
complete,  atf  6  07J,             -        4,252  50 
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G7»  The  above  arms,  Ate,  were  received  under  one 
invoice  on  the  25th  November  1839. 
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Ordnance  and  Ordnance  Stores  received  from  the  United  States  Government. 
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6  brass  6  pounders,  weighing  4108  lbs.,  at  55  cents,  is  2,259  40 

6  pair  stork  trail  carriages,  275,                •            -  1,650  00 

6  sets  of  implements  und  equipments  for  each,  30  69,  184  02 

6  setts  of  harness  for  four  horses,  65,                       -  390  00 


Equal  to  344  11-13  muskets,  or      -  -       j  4,483  42 
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RETURN  of  Amu  and  Accoutrement*  and  Ordnance  isttud,  commencing  lit  December  1838,  and  ending  90th 

November  1839. 
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6  Pounder  Cannon,  complete. 

Cannon  Four  Ponndera. 
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REPORT 


OF  THE 


COMMITTEE  OF  PRIVILEGES  AND  ELECr 


TIONS. 


The  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  memorial 
of  Elbert  H.  Caldwell,  to  them  referred,  complaining  of  the  undue  election  of  John  Scott,  the  delegate  returned 
from  the  county  of  Marshall  to  represent  the  same  in  the  present  house  of  delegates,  agreed  upon  a  report  and 
come  to  the  following  resolutions  thereupon  : 

Your  committee  having  read  and  duly  considered  the  memorial  of  the  petitioner,  next  turned  their  atten- 
tion to  the  notice  furnished  by  the  petitioner  to  the  returned  member  of  his  intention  to  contest  bis  election, 
when  it  was  admitted  by  the  returned  member  that  the  said  notice  was  received  by  him  in  due  time. 

In  the  said  notice  the  votes  of  Thomas  Clegg,  John  Wilson,  John  Henderson,  Abraham  Cane,  Jacob  Cau- 
field,  H.  B.  O'Neal,  A.  D.  Clarke,  Peter  Markey,  Edward  Campbell,  Owen  Rcily,  John  Rogcrson,  Francis 
Campbell,  John  Allen,  Charles  M'Kenegham,  John  Lemmon,  James  Fitzsimmons,  William  Hood,  Josiah  Tal- 
bert,  Henry  Dodocker,  Robert  Rush,  William  H.  Kirkman,  William  H.  Henry,  Lewis  Tomlinson,  Joseph  Tom- 
lioson,  Robert  M'Connell,  Andrew  Montgomery,  David  Hederickson,  Jacob  Mathews,  John  Marshall,  Philip 
Robinson,  Edward  Wilkinson,  Levin  C.  Kirkman,  Jacob  Young,  Jacob  Richmond,  Joshua  Burge,  Moses  Smol- 
ley,  Spencer  Biddle,  Henry  Baker,  George  Ryan,  Jesse  Parsons,  Wiiliam  Travis,  William  Clarke,  Frederick 
Smith,  John  W.  Barton,  James  Criswell,  Aaron  Young,  Joseph  Bane,  John  Williams,  William  Martin,  Timothy 
Mayhall,  Alexander  Bar,  Ebenezer  Gorby,  James  Parks,  William  Ruth,  Aaron  Porter,  Ebenezer  Buchannon, 
Jesse  Parsons,  Reason  Biddle,  David  Maclane  and  James  Harbinson  are  objected  to  in  these  words,  "not 
qualified  to  vote  according  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  Virginia."  To  this  objection  Mr.  Scott  objected  as 
being  too  general,  and  therefore  not  such  a  notice  as  the  law  requires.  This  objection  was  overruled  by  your 
committee,  and  they  proceeded  to  examine  the  evidence  adduced  by  the  parties  to  this  contest. 

Resolved,  That  the  objection  of  the  contesting  candidate  annexed  to  the  list  and  names  of  voters  challenged 
on  the  poll" of  the  returned  member  in  these  words  to  wit,  "  not  qualified  to  vote  according  to  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  Virginia,"  is  sufficient,  unless  the  objection  to  any  voter  or  voters  is  that  he  or  they  labour  under 
some  express  personal  disability,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  constitution. 

In  relation  to  the  votes  of  the  said  John  Allen,  David  Hederickson,  Lewis  Tomlinson,  Joseph  Tomlinson, 
Jacob  Richmond,  John  Williams,  Ebenezer  Buchanan  and  David  Maclane,  it  appears  to  your  committee  by  the 
admission  of  the  returned  member  that  they  are  illegal : 

1.  Resolved  therefore  at  the  opinion  of  this  commiuet,  That  the  voles  of  the  said  John  Allen  and  the  said 
seven  other  persons  last  above  named  are  illegal. 

In  relation  to  the  votes  of  the  said  Thomas  Clegg,  John  Henderson,  John  Rogerson,  Francis  Campbell  and 
Charles  M'Kenegham,  the  memorialist,  admits  that  each  of  them  possesses  some  one  of  the  constitutional  quali- 
fications to  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage  if  ther  were  citizens,  but  he  objects  to  them  as  not  being  citizens  of 
the  United  States. 

By  the  deposition  of  the  said  Thomas  Clegg,  it  appears  "  that  he  was  born  in  Ireland  and  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  1792,  forty-seven  years  ago — that  he  was  then  about  nine  or  ten  years  of  age — that  he  came 
with  bis  father,  but  does  not  know  whether  his  father  was  naturalized  or  not — that  he  had  advised  with  the 
sheriff*  of  Ohio  county  several  years  ago  upon  the  propriety  of  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  who  told  him  that 
it  was  not  necessary  in  consequence  of  his  having  served  a  tour  in  the  army — that  he  served  in  the  late  war 
and  was  at  Norfolk  under  Capt.  John  Bowcst."  By  this  testimony  it  is  seen  that  Thomas  Clegg  is  not  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  not  having  made  the  declaration  and  taken  the  oath  required  by  law: 
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2.  Resulted  therefore  at  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Thomas  Clegg  is  illegal. 

By  the  deposition  of  the  said  John  Henderson  it  appears  "that  he  the  deponent  moved  to  this  country  about 
the  year  1812,  and  filed  his  declaration  of  intention  of  becoming  a  citizen  in  the  county  court  of  Marshall  county 
last  June  three  years  ago  :  he  the  deponent  never  look  any  other  steps  to  complete  his  naturalization  :" 

3.  Resolved  therefore  at  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  John  Henderson  is  illegal. 

By  the  deposition  of  the  said  Francis  Campbell  it  appears  "  that  he  had  lived  in  Marshall  county  more 
than  a  year;  declared  his  intention  of  becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  the  20ib  day  of  October  1S34, 
but  has  taken  no  further  steps  lo  complete  his  citizenship:" 

4.  Rcsohed  therefore.  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Francis  Campbell  is  illegal. 

By  the  deposition  of  the  said  John  Rogerson  it  appears  "  that  he  voted  for  John  Scott  at  the  last  election 
held  in  Marshall  county,  and  presented  his  certificate  declaring  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  made  in  the  county  of  Marshall  on  the  20ih  day  of  June  1336,  but  that  he  had  not  taken  any  further  step 
necessary  to  become  a  citizen,  for  the  reason  that  he  had  not  known  there  was  any  other  required  for  that  pur- 
pose. Further  says  that  when  he  made  his  declaration  it  was  truly  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the 
United  Slates ;  that  he  had  been  in  the  United  Slates  upwards  of  nine  years,  atid  was  before  the  said  election 
upwards  of  twenty-one  years  old  :" 

5.  Resolved  therefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  John  Rogerson  is  illegal. 

By  the  deposition  of  the  said  Charles  M'Kenegham,  it  appears  M  that  he  removed  to  the  United  States  in 
the  year  1791 ;  lhat  in  June  1S36  he  went  belbre  the  court  in  Marshall  county  and  declared  his  intention  of  be- 
coming a  citizen  of  the  United  Stales,  and  has  taken  no  further  steps  to  complete  Lis  citizenship  :" 

6.  Resolved  therefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Charles  M'Kenegham  is  illegal. 

The  vote  of  Jacob  Cofield  was  nest  taken  up  by  your  committee,  when  the  memorialist  objected  to  tbe 
reading  the  deposition  of  the  said  Cofield,  taken  to  sustain  his  vote,  upon  the  ground  that  be  the  memorialist 
was  obliged  to  attend  court  on  tho  day  it  was  taken,  and  could  not  attend  the  taking  of  tbe  deposition.  This 
objection  was  overruled  by  the  committee,  and  the  deposition  was  accordingly  read,  by  which  it  appeared  that 
notice  was  given  the  memorialist  by  the  returned  member,  that  the  said  deposition  would  be  taken  at  the  house 
of  John  T.  M'Creery  on  the  16th  October,  and  that  it  was  taken  at  the  house  of  the  deponent.  Upon  this 
ground  the  deposition  was  rejected.  And  no  other  evidence  being  exhibited  lo  establish  the  legality  of  the  vote : 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Jacob  Cofield  is  illegal. 

Iu  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  John  Rush  ii  appears  by  his  own  deposition  lhat  he  was  more  than  twenty- 
oue  years  old  at  the  date  of  the  last  election  iu  Marshall  county  ;  that  his  father  David  Rush  purchased  of  a  cer- 
tain Robert  G.  Howard  a  tract  of  land  lying  in  said  county,  containing  about  seventy-six  acres,  and  entered  into 
a  written  agreement  with  the  said  Howard,  by  the  terms  of  which  the  said  Howard  was  bound  to  execute  to  the 
said  David  Rush  a  deed  lor  said  land  when  one  hundred  dollars  the  amount  of  tbe  first  payment  was  made, 
which  was  made  iu  June  1S3S.  That  he  tbe  deponent  bad  been  living  on  said  land  nearly  two  years  ;  that  it  was 
understood  between  his  father  and  himself  thai  tho  said  land  was  purchased  for  him  the  deponent  and  the  deed 
was  directed  by  his  father  to  be  executed  to  him,  but  no  deed  has  as  yet  been  executed,  nor  is  there  any  written 
agreement  whatever  between  him  and  bis  father  in  r  lation  to  said  land : 

8.  Retained  t/ierefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Robert  Rush  is  illegal. 

In  relation  to  the  votes  of  the  said  William  H.  Kirkman,  Joshua  Burge,  James  Criswell,  Edward  Wilkin- 
son and  William  Travis,  it  appears  by  their  own  depositious  that  they  were  upwards  of  twenty-one  years  old 
at  tbe  last  election  in  the  county  of  Marshall ;  had  been  housekeepers  and  heads  of  families  more  than  twelve 
months  preceding  said  election;  had  been  assessed  with  a  part  of  the. revenue  of  tbe  commonwealth  for 
the  year  1S38,  and  had  paid  the  same  before  they  voted.  By  reference  to  the  property  book  of  the  said  county 
for  tbe  year  1838,  it  appears  that  they  were  assessed  with  a  part  of  the  revenue,  and  by  reference  to  the  list  of 
delinquents  returned  to  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  by  the  sheriff*  of  said  county  for  the  said  year,  it  appears 
that  the  said  Kirkman,  Burge,  Criswell  and  Travis  were  returned  delinquent : 

9.  Resolved  therefore,  That  the  voles  of  the  said  William  H.  Kirkman,  Joshua  Burge,  James  Criswell,  Edward 
Wilkinson  and  William  Travis  are  illegal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  William  H.  Henry,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  was  up- 
wards of  twenty-one  years  old  at  the  dale  of  the  last  election  in  the  county  of  Marshall ;  that  he  came  to  said 
county  iu  April  1S3>  with  the  intention  of  residing  there,  and  removed  his  family  there  in  June  following;  that 
he  was  assessed  in  Brooke  county  in  the  year  1S3S  with  a  part  of  the  revenue  of  the  commonwealth,  and  paid 
the  same  before  he  voted.  That  he  obtained  a  title  bond  for  two  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  land  lying  in  the 
county  of  Marshall  six  months  belore  he  voted;  that  he  had  paid  fifty  dollars  on  said  land  more  than  one  year 
before  the  said  election,  at  which  time  he  had  not  obtained  a  deed'  for  the  land,  but  has  obtained  it  since  the 
election  : 

10.  Resolved  there/ore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  William  H.  Henry  is  illegal. 

In  relation  lo  the  vole  of  the  said  John  Marshall,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  was  upwards  of 
twenty-one  years  old  at  the  dale  of  the  last  election  in  Marshall  county ;  that  he  voted  for  John  Scott  by  virtue 
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of  an  interest  in  a  certain  parcel  of  land  lying  in  said  county,  purchased  by  him  of  a  certain  Reason  Winters  ; 
that  a  written  contract  was  entered  into  between  them  bearing  date  28th  April  1839,  by  the  terms  of  which  he 
said  Marshall  was  bound  to  pay  to  the  said  Winters  twenty-five  dollars  on  the  1st  of  April  1839;  that  he  obtained 
immediate  possession  of  the  land  and  built  a  house  and  blacksmith's  shop  upon  it  six  months  previous  to  voting; 
he  resides  in  the  house,  has  paid  fourteen  dollars  of  the  purchase  money  and  intends  to  pay  the  balance: 

11.  Resolved,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  John  Marshall  is  illegal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  *uid  Moses  Smalley,  it  apjx-ars  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  voted  on  one 
hundred  acres  of  land  lying  in  Marshall  county,  M  warranted  more  than  two  years  ago,"  upon  which  he  has  built 
a  house  and  grist  mill  and  resides  upon  it.  "  That  he  was  not  assessed  with  any  part  of  the  revenue  for  1838. 
By  a  certificate  of  the  register  of  the  land  office  it  appears  that  there  is  no  grant  or  survey  in  the  name  of  Moses 
Smalley  recorded  in  that  olfice : 

12.  Rooked,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Moses  Smalley  is  illegal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  George  Ryan,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  was  upwards  of 
twenty-one  years  old,  had  been  a  housekeeper  and  head  of  a  family  in  Marshall  county  more  than  twelve  months 
before  the  last  election,  and  was  assessed  with  a  part  of  the  revenue  of  the  commonwealth  for  the  year  1838, 
but  did  not  pay  the  same  until  since  the  election: 

13.  Resolved  therefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  George  Ryan  is  illegal. 

In  relation  to  the  votes  of  the  said  William  Clarke,  Frederick  Smith  and  James  Parks,  it  appears  by  their 
own  depositions  that  they  had  been  housekeepers  and  heads  of  families  in  the  county  of  Marshall  more  than 
twelve  months  preceding  the  election ;  had  been  assessed  with  a  part  of  the  revenue  of  the  commonwealth  for 
the  year  1938,  and  paid  the  same  before  voting.  By  reference  to  the  property  book  of  the  said  county  for  the 
year  1S38,  it  appears  that  neither  the  said  Clarke,  Smith  nor  Parks  were  assessed  with  any  part  of  the  revenue 
for  that  year: 

14.  Resolved  therefore,  That  the  votes  of  the  said  William  Clarke,  Frederick  Smith  and  James  Parks  are 
illegal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  Timothy  Mayhall,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  voted  upon  a 
title  bond  executed  by  Robert  C.  Woods  for  a  certain  parcel  of  land  valued  atone  hundred  dollars,  the  said  bond 
bearing  date  the  28th  August  1834.  That  be  has  enjoyed  peaceable  possession  of  the  land  more  than  four  years  ; 
has  built  a  dwelling  house  upon  it  in  which  he  now  resides,  and  has  been  offered  twelve  hundred  dollars  for  it. 
The  said  land  u  assessed  in  the  name  of  Robert  C.  Woods,  with  other  lands  adjoining  it.  He  does  not  know 
that  he  could  compel  the  said  Woods  to  make  a  deed.  He  has  complied  with  the  terms  of  the  title  bond  in  part 
by  making  family  flour,  but  has  not  completed  the  mills,  which  he  intends  to  do: 

15.  Resolved  therefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Timothy  Mayhall  is  illegal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  Alexander  Bar,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  voted  on  a  fee 
simple  title  to  fifteen  acres  of  land  with  a  house  and  saw  mill  upon  it,  the  deed  bearing  date  6th  April  1839. 

There  is  no  evidence  shewing  the  time  the  voter  had  held  possession  of  the  land,  nor  is  there  any  assess- 
ment of  it : 

16.  Resolved  therefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Alexander  Bar  is  illegal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  William  Ruth,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  has  purchased  of 
a  certain  John  Dickey  a  moiety  of  a  certain  undivided  tract  of  laud  lying  in  the  county  of  Marshall,  containing 
one  hundred  and  ninety-one  acres,  for  which  he  was  to  pay  by  various  instalments,  and  on  the  payment  of  the 
last  instalment,  which  will  be  due  in  April  1841,  according  to  the  terms  of  a  written  agreement  entered  into  be- 
tween them,  the  said  Dickey  is  to  execute  to  him  the  said  Ruth  a  good  and  sufficient  deed.  The  agreement  en- 
tered into  bears  date  16th  January  1838.    Only  the  first  and  second  payments  have  been  made. 

17.  Resolved  therefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  William  Ruth  is  illegal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  Jehu  Parsons,  it  appears  to  your  committee  by  his  own  deposition  that  he 
had  been  a  housekeeper  and  head  of  a  family  for  more  than  one  year  before  the  election,  and  had  been  a  resi- 
dent in  the  county  of  Marshall  several  years,  but  removed  into  the  county  of  Tyler  in  February  preceding  the 
election : 

18.  Resolved  therefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Jehu  Parsons  is  illegal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  Reason  Biddle,  it  appears  to  your  committee  by  his  own  deposition  that 
at  the  date  of  the  last  election  he  was  upwards  of  twenty-one  years  old  ;  had  been  a  housekeeper  and  head  of 
a  family  more  than  one  year,  and  had  resided  in  Marshall  county  several  years  preceding  the  27th  day  of  March 
193S,  when  he  removed  to  Wisconsin  territory  ;  that  he  returned  from  that  territory  on  the  9th  day  of  July  fol- 
lowing. That  he  was  assessed  with  a  part  of  the  revenue  of  the  commonwealth  for  the  year  1S3S  on  two  horses 
and  fifty-five  acres  of  land,  which  he  paid  before  he  voted. 

By  the  deposition  of  John  Parriott,  it  appears  that  the  said  Reason  Biddle  informed  him  after  the  above 
deposition  was  taken  that  he  owned  no  land  in  the  county  of  Marshall  at  the  lime  of  the  election,  having  sold 
all  that  he  owned  before  he  removed  to  Wisconsin  territory: 

19.  Resolved  therefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Reason  Biddle  is  illegal. 
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In  relation  to  tbo  vote  of  the  said  Andrew  Montgomery,  it  appears  by  bis  own  deposition  that  he  was  a 
citizen  of  Marshall  county  more  than  one  year  before  the  fast  election.  That  he  voted  on  a  tide  bond  for  one 
hundred  acres  of  land  lying  in  said  county,  of  which  he  had  enjoyed  peaceable  possession  more  than  one  year 
before  voting,  and  had  improved  a  portion  of  it  on  which  he  now  resides.  He  "  had  paid  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars  on  it:" 

20.  Resolved,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Andrew  Montgomery  is  illegal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  H.  B.  O'Neal,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  was  twenty-one 
years  old  at  the  dale  of  the  last  election.  That  he  had  been  a  housekeeper  and  head  of  a  family  for  twelve 
months  preceding  the  said  election ;  had  been  assessed  with  a  part  of  the  revenue  of  the  commonwealth  for  the 
year  1838,  and  paid  the  same  before  he  voted.  That  in  1811  he  came  to  New  York,  where  he  duly  declared 
bis  intention  of  becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  in  1S12,  in  compliance  with  a  proclamation  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  he  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  as  required  by  law,  and  received  a  certificate  of 
naturalization: 

21.  Resolved,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  H.  B.  O'Neal  is  illegal. 

In  relation  to  the  voles  of  Abraham  Cane,  John  Lemmon,  William  Hood,  Jacob  Mathews,  Josiah  To'bert, 
Jacob  Young,  Jesse  Parsons,  John  W.  Burton,  Joseph  Bane,  William  Martin,  Aaron  Porter,  A.  D.  Clarke  and 
James  Harbinson,  it  appears  by  the  admission  of  the  memorialist  that  they  are  legal : 

22.  Resolved  therefore,  That  the  votes  of  the  said  Abraham  Cane  and  twelve  other  persons  whose  names  are 
last  above  written  are  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  Peter  Markey,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  voted  at  the  last 
election  upon  a  tract  of  land  lying  in  Marshall  county,  containing  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  acres,  for  which  he 
has  had  a  deed  nine  or  ten  years,  which  was  admitted  to  record  in  Ohio  county  many  years  past: 

23.  Resolved  there/ore  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Peter  Markey  is  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  Robert  M'Conncll,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  voted  at  the 
last  election  on  a  tract  of  land  lying  in  Marshall  county,  containing  fifty  acres,  assessed  at  fifty  cents  per  acre, 
for  which  he  bad  a  deed  which  had  not  been  recorded,  nor  had  it  been  acknowledged  by  the  grantor: 

24.  Resolved,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Robert  M'Connell  is  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  James  Fitzsimmons,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  is  a  native 
of  Ireland,  but  has  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  constitution.  That 
he  is  more  than  twenty-one  years  old,  and  voted  on  a  tract  of  land  lying  in  Marshall  county  containing  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  lor  which  he  has  a  deed  and  of  which  he  was  in  possession  more  than  six  months 
previous  to  the  last  election  : 

25.  Resolved  therefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  James  Fitzsimmons  is  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  Philip  Robinson,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  voted  upon  one 
moiety  of  a  tract  of  land  containing  five  hundred  acres,  patented  to  Hugh  Kerr,  between  whom  and  himself 
articles  of  agreement  were  entered  into  on  the  19th  day  of  January  1834,  by  which  for  considerations  therein 
named,  the  said  Kerr  "  conveyed"  to  said  Robinson  one  moiety  of  said  land.  That  he  the  deponent  is  over 
twenty-one  years  old  and  has  been  living  on  the  said  land  two  years  next  April.  The  written  agreement  afore- 
said has  not  been  admitted  to  record  : 

26.  Resolved,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Philip  Robinson  is  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  votes  of  the  said  Levin  C.  Kirkman,  Spencer  Biddlc  and  Henry  Baker,  it  appears  by  their 
own  depositions  that  they  were  upwards  of  twenty-one  years  old  at  the  date  of  the  last  election — that  they  had 
been  housekeepers  and  heads  of  families  in  the  county  of  Marshall  twelve  months  preceding  the  said  elec- 
tion; were  assessed  with  a  part  of  the  revenue  of  the  commonwealth  for  the  year  1838,  and  paid  the  same  be- 
fore they  voted  : 

27.  Retolved  therefore,  That  the  votes  of  the  said  Levin  C.  Kirkman,  Spencer  Biddle  and  Henry  Baker 
are  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  Aaron  Young,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  voted  on  a  tract 
of  land  in  Marshall  county  which  he  had  owned  three  years,  containing  oue  hundred  acres — that  he  has  condi- 
tionally sold  the  said  land  to  William  Kirkman,  and  entered  into  a  written  agreement  with  him  for  the  sale  of 
the  land,  by  which  he  is  bound  to  execute  to  said  Kirkman  a  deed  when  the  last  payment  is  made — that  the 
said  Kirkman  has  had  possession  of  the  land  from  the  date  of  the  purchase— that  half  the  purchase  money  has 
been  paid— the  last  payment  was  due  last  spring.  The  title  is  still  in  him  the  deponent,  to  whom  the  tax  on  the 
land  for  1839  was  charged. 

By  a  statement  in  writing  made  by  the  register  of  the  land  olfice,  it  appears  "  that  a  patent  for  100  acres 
of  land  situate  in  Marshall  county  on  Lynn  camp  run,  issued  to  Aaron  Young  on  30th  October  1828  :" 

28.  Resolved  therefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Aaron  Young  is  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  Kbenezer  Gorby,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  was  over  twen- 
ty-one years  old  at  the  date  of  the  last  election — that  he  has  been  a  housekeeper  and  head  of  a  family  nineteen 
years  in  what  is  now  Marshall  county— that  he  thinks  be  was  assessed  with  about  sixty  acres  of  land  in  said 
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county  for  1838,  and  paid  the  tax  before  he  voted.  He  sold  the  said  sixty  acres  of  land  to  his  son  Jesse  about 
three  years  ago,  and  executed  a  deed  to  him  for  the  same  at  the  time  of  sale,  which  has  been  recorded  in  said 
county  and  his  son  has  lived  on  it  from  date  of  purchase.  By  reference  to  the  land  book  for  the  county  of  Mar- 
shall lor  the  year  1838,  it  appears  that  the  said  Ebcnezcr  Gorby  is  charged  with  two  tracts  of  land,  one  contain- 
ing sixty  the  other  eighty  acres,  assessed  at  fifty  cents  per  acre  : 

29.  Resolved  there/ore.  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Ebenezer  Gorby  is  legal. 

Your  committee  having  examined  the  votes  upon  the  poll  of  the  returned  member  which  were  objected  to 
by  the  memorialist  in  his  notice  as  aforesaid,  proceeded  to  examine  the  votes  upon  the  poll  of  the  memorialist 
objected  to  by  the  returned  member  in  the  notice  returned  by  him  to  the  memorialist,  which  said  notice  was 
found  by  your  committee  and  admitted  by  the  memorialist  to  be  such  a  notice  as  the  law  requires,  and  to  have 
becu  given  in  due  time. 

In  the  said  notice  the  votes  of  William  M'Farland,  John  Moore,  Jesse  Banc,  Ralph  Marsh,  David  Clyde, 
Jobn  Gallaher,  Garret  Snediger,  Francis  M'Grath,  Joseph  Alexander,  Henry  Koch,  Thomas  H.  List,  Hugh 
Stewart,  Hugh  Kar,  Alexander  M.  Dennison,  William  Clawson  and  John  M'Cardle  were  objected  to  in  these 
■words,  to  wit:  "Not  qualified  to  vote  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  Virginia,  because  he  is  an  alien."  It 
was  contended  by  the  returned  member  that  this  objection  was  general  and  embraced  all  the  constitutional  ob- 
jections notwithstanding  the  specific  objection  with  which  it  ends,  but  your  committee  did  not  hesitate  to  decide 
that  it  was  an  objection  to  alienage  only,  and  therefore  specific  ;  and  such  of  the  persons  to  whose  votes  the  said 
objection  was  made  as  have  been  proven  by  the  evidence  to  have  become  citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  have 
been  considered  and  decided  by  your  committee  to  be  legal  voters,  and  are  hereinafter  reported  as  such. 

In  the  said  notice  the  votes  of  John  Custor,  William  Cummins,  Bonar  A.  Connelly,  Robert  Clendcning, 
David  Allen,  William  Collins,  James  Gnllaher,  William  Moore,  James  Campbell,  George  M'Caskey,  John 
M'Combs  sen'r,  David  Henderson,  John  Allen  and  James  Baird  are  objected  to  in  these  words:  "  Not  a  legal 
voter  because  he  is  an  alien  and  is  not  otherwise  qualified  to  vote  according  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  Vir- 
ginia." The  votes  of  David  M'Mechen  jun'r,  Joseph  Harris,  George  Majors,  Turner  Parriott,  John  Majors, 
David  Majors  and  Alexander  Clegg  are  objected  to  in  these  words  :  "  Not  a  legal  voter  because  he  is  not  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  and  is  not  otherwise  qualified  to  vote  according  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  Virginia."  And 
the  votes  of  Andrew  Kiger,  John  Benson,  William  Yancey,  James  Luke,  George  Gray,  Jobn  Hitesman,  Clement 
Leech,  George  Pelly,  Joseph  Wilson,  William  O.  Powell,  Daniel  Majors,  David  Nickison,  Morgan  Jones  sen'r, 
John  Sharp,  Thomas  Morgan,  John  A.  Roe,  John  Hammond,  William  Cochran,  Thomas  Johnson,  William 
Wilson,  John  Parriott,  Elias  Majors,  Gaius  Roberts,  David  Bonar,  James  Games,  David  W.  Parker,  Caleb 
Blakemore  jun'r,  Robert  Tomlinson,  Garrison  Jones,  Jacob  Shcppcnrd,  Eli  Tolbert,  Samuel  Clegg,  Vincent 
Garrison,  Daniel  Jones,  Thomas  Taylor,  James  Purdy,  Dennis  M.  Parriott,  Simeon  Purdy  sen'r,  Joseph  Ham- 
mond, Kcv.  Moses  Tichnel,  James  Patteson,  John  M.  Baird,  Jacob  Grindstad",  James  Jameson,  Isaac  Davis, 
Joshua  Blake,  Michael  Pylc-s,  Allen  Davis,  Edward  W.  Carier,  Edward  Supler,  Joseph  G.  Hicks,  Thomas  Bur- 
rows and  Friend  Cox  are  objected  to  in  these  words :  "  Not  qualified  to  vote  according  to  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  Virginia." 

In  relation  to  the  votes  of  John  Moore,  Ralph  Marsh,  Robert  Clendcning,  William  Collins,  James  Gallaher, 
William  Moore,  James  Baird,  David  Bonar,  Caleb  Blackmore  jun'r,  Joseph  Hammond,  Moses  Tichnel,  Allen 
Davis  and  Joseph  G.  Hicks  arc  admitted  by  the  memorialist  to  be  illegal : 

30.  Resolved  therefore  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  votes  of  the  said  John  Moore  and  twelve  others 
last  above  written  are  illegal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  Turner  Parriott,  it  appears  to  your  committee  by  the  deposition  of  John 
Parriott  that  the  said  Turner  Parriott  was  twenty-one  years  old  at  the  date  of  the  last  election,  and  voted  for 
Elbert  H.  Caldwell  upon  an  interest  in  twenty-live  acres  of  lanJ  lying  in  Marshall  county,  assessed  at  one  dollar 
per  acre,  for  which  he  the  said  John  Parriott  had  executed  and  acknowledged  a  deed,  the  said  deed  bearing 
Jate  the  15th  day  of  July  1838.  And  by  the  depositions  of  Nicholas  Wikert  and  Andrew  Miller  it  appears  that 
:he  twenty-five  acres  of  land  conveyed  by  Jobn  Parriott  to  his  son  Turner  Parriott,  and  upon  which  the  said  • 
Turner  voted  as  aforesaid  was  a  part  of  a  tract  containing  one  hundred  acres  which  had  been  patented  to  the 
said  John  Parriott  and  Nicholas  Wikert ;  that  the  said  Wikert  discovered  in  July  1837  that  a  certain  M.  Howser 
aad  a  prior  and  better  claim  to  one  thousand  acres  of  land  including  the  said  tract  of  one  hundred  acres,  which 
oe  has  subsequently  sold.  By  reference  to  the  land  book  of  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue  in  the  county  of 
Marshall  for  1838,  it  appears  that  the  said  tract  of  land  of  one  hundred  acres  claimed  by  Wikert  and  John  Par- 
riott is  assessed  to  John  Parriott  and  the  said  Wikert  at  fifty  cents  per  acre : 

31.  Resolved  therefore  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Turner  Parriott  is  illegal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  Alexander  Clegg,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  be  voted  as  a 
housekeeper  and  head  of  a  family,  *'  but  that  some  two  or  three  weeks  before  the  election  he  moved  to  his 
father's  house  where  he  continues  to  live  ;  that  he  finds  his  proportion  of  the  provisions  but  cats  at  his  father's 
table  with  bis  family:" 

32.  Resolved  therefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Alexander  Clegg  is  illegal. 
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In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  James  Luke,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  voted  for  E.  H. 
Caldwell  at  the  last  election;  was  more  than  twenty-one  years  old  at  the  date  of  the  election,  has  resided  in 
Ohio  and  Marshall  counties  twenty-seven  years;  he  voted  in  right  of  sixty-four  acres  of  land  lying  in  Marshall 
county,  for  which  he  obtained  n  deed  on  the  1st  September  1S3S  from  Robert  C.  Woods;  that  he  has  lived  on 
said  land  since  the  isih  September  1*38.  He  was  burn  in  Ireland  and  came  to  this  country  when  he  was  three 
months  old  ;  and  it  not  appearing  to  your  committee  that  the  said  James  Luke  has  ever  been  naturalized  : 

33.  Resolved,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  James  Luke  is  illegal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  William  Wilson,  it  appears  to  your  committee  by  his  own  deposition  that 
he  voted  on  a  lot  in  Elizabethtnwn,  which  was  conveyed  to  him  by  deed  bearing  date  the  lOlli  November  1 832, 
which  was  acknowledged  on  the  same  day  but  has  never  been  recorded.  By  reference  to  the  land  book  of  the 
commissioner  of  Marshall  county  for  183S,  it  appears  that  the  said  lot  has  not  been  assessed  : 

34.  Rrsnlved  therefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  William  Wilson  is  illegal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  James  ("James,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  voted  for  E.  H. 
Caldwell  as  a  housekeeper  and  head  of  a  family,  having  been  such  twelve  months  preceding  the  election  ;  was 
assessed  with  a  part  of  the  revenue  for  1838  and  pnid  the  same  before  voting.  By  reference  to  the  list  of  de- 
linquents in  the  revenue  returned  by  the  sheriff'  of  Marshall  for  the  year  183S,  it  appears  that  the  said  James 
Games  was  returned  delinquent i 

35.  Ilrvilvcd  then  fort,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  James  Games  is  illegal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  Eli  Tolbert.  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  had  been  a  house- 
keeper and  head  of  a  family  twelve  months  preceding  the  last  election,  had  been  assessed  with  a  part  of  the 
revenue  upon  one  horse  for  the  year  1S38,  and  actually  paid  the  same  before  he  voted. 

By  the  deposition  of  Jo-hua  Burley,  it  appears  that  he  knows  that  the  said  Tolbert  was  assessed  with  a 
part  of  the  revenue  for  1S3S,  and  that  he  paid  it  before  he  voted.  By  the  commissioner's  book  for  1S38,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  said  Tolbert  was  assessed  with  one  horse.  By  the  deposition  of  the  said  Eli  Tolbert  it  appears 
that  he  bought  his  horse  153(3  and  he  died  in  February  1836  : 

30.  Ranked  therefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Eli  Tolbert  is  illegal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  Daniel  Jor.es,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  voted  on  a  tract 
of  land  lying  in  Marshall  county  containing  two  hundred  and  fifty-three  acres,  three  fourths  of  w  hich  he  purchased 
three  years  ago;  at  the  time  of  purchase  he  paid  six  hundred  dollars,  an  equal  amount  the  following  fall,  and 
last  October  paid  half  the  balance,  and  ready  to  pay  the  balance  now  due,  but  the  vendor  told  him  he  did  not 
care  to  receive  it,  but  told  the  deponent  that  if  he  would  execute  his  notes  for  the  amount  still  due  ho  would 
execute  to  him  a  deed  for  the  land  which  he  has  failed  to  do,  and  consequently  no  deed  has  been  executed  to 
him  ;  that  the  said  Daniel  Jone3  got  possession  of  the  said  land  on  the  1st  day  of  April  1839 : 

37.  Resolved,  The  vote  of  the  said  Daniel  Jones  is  illegal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  Dennis  M.  Parriott,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  hod  been  a 
housekeeper  and  head  of  a  family  for  twelve  months  preceding  the  last  election;  was  assessed  with  a  part  of 
the  revenue  for  the  year  1S3U  and  paid  the  same  before  he  voted.  By  reference  to  the  commissioner's  books 
for  the  year  1S38,  it  appears  that  the  said  Parriott  was  assessed  with  a  horse  in  that  year.  The  deponent  fur- 
ther states  that  he  lives  in  a  house  with  Mr.  Price,  having  possession  of  one  room  in  the  house,  over  which  he 
has  entire  control ;  by  the  agreement  between  them  the  deponent  is  to  regard  the  apartment  occupied  by 
him  as  his  own  ;  that  the  deponent  uses  bis  own  furniture  and  the  two  families  eat  at  the  same  table,  the  sup- 
plies being  furnished  in  equal  proportions  by  the  parties ;  Mr.  Price  owns  the  land  a  part  of  which  deponent 
farms  separately  and  pays  rent  for  it,  but  no  rent  for  the  house  separately,  "  which  is  taken  into  consideration  of 
the  rent  as  is  usually  the  case  in  such  instances.'"  Repairs  to  the  house  have  been  made  by  them  for  which  de- 
ponent paid  his  portion.  By  reference  to  the  list  of  delinquents  in  the  revenue  relumed  by  the  sheriff' of  Mar 
shall  for  the  year  1833,  it  appears  that  the  said  Dennis  M.  Parriott  was  returned  delinquent : 

38.  Resolved  therefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Dennis  M.  Parriott  is  illegal. 

In  relation  to  the  vole  of  the  said  James  Patterson,  it  appears  by  the  deposition  of  David  Wells  that  he 
voted  on  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  lying  in  Marshall  county,  which  said  Patterson  pur- 
chased from  the  deponent  nbout  the  first  of  February  1839.  On  the  8th  or  9lh  of  April  last  he  paid  one  hundred 
dollars,  and  the  balance,  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  he  is  to  pay  in  two  years  from  last  April.  He  took  pos- 
session at  the  lime  of  purchase,  but  is  not  entitled  to  a  deed  until  the  balance  of  the  purchnse  money  is  paid: 

3!).  Resulted  therefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  James  Patterson  is  illegal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  Thomas  Burrows,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  voted  on  a 
right  to  a  tract  of  land  containing  fifty  acres  lying  in  Marshall  county,  which  he  purchased  in  April  1838  for 
three  hundred  dollars — he  paid  fifty  dollars  cash,  and  at  Bevcral  times  has  made  payments  amounting  to  nearly 
three  hundred  dollars — the  year  before  he  removed  to  the  said  land  he  rented  it  to  his  father,  and  since  the  first 
of  April  last  has  lived  on  it  himself.  By  the  terms  of  the  contract,  which  is  not  in  writing,  he  was  entitled  to  a 
deed  for  said  land  when  two  hundred  dollars  were  paid,  and  ho  thinks  that  amount  was  paid  six  months  before, 
the  last  election. 
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The  deponent's  father  spoke  to  Morgan  Jones  to  draw  a  deed  for  the  said  land,  which  he  understands  was 
done  some  time  in  last  May  before  the.  election,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  executed,  deponent  not  having  had  time 
to  attend  to  it  as  Jones  lives  about  twenty  miles  from  him : 

40.  SUtafati  therefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Thomas  Burrows  is  illegal. 

In  relation  to  the  votes  of  said  Jesse  Bane,  David  Clyde,  John  Gallaher,  Joseph  Alexander,  Thomas 
II.  List,  Hu<;li  Stewart,  Alexander  M.  Dennison,  John  M'Cardel,  William  Cummins,  James  Campbell,  John 
M'Cornbs,  David  Henderson,  Joseph  Harris,  Thomas  Morgan,  John  Hammond,  Vincent  Garrison,  Henry  Koch 
and  Isaac  Davis,  it  appears  by  (he  admission  of  the  returned  member  that  they  are  legal : 

41.  Resolved  therefore,  That  the  votes  of  the  said  Jesse  Bane  and  seventeen  other  persons  last  above 
named  are  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  William  MTarland,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  is  forty-nine 
years  old,  was  born  in  Ireland,  came  to  America  in  1^12,  and  in  he  made  declaration  of  his  intention  to 
become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  before  a  court  held  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island — and  in  1817  applied, 
for  admission  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  Stales,  before  a  court  held  in  the  same  place,  and  received  his  certifi- 
cate of  citizenship.    The  deponent  had  not  at  the  time  of  giving  his  deposition  said  certificate  with  him : 

42.  Resolved  us  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  William  MTarland  is  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  Garrett  Snedeger,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  was  born  in 
Brooke  county.  Virginia  :  ' 

43.  Resolnd  therefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Garrett  Snedeger  is  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  vole  of  the  said  Francis  M'Graih,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  was  born  in 
Philadelphia : 

44.  Resulted  therefore,  That  the  vole  of  the  said  Francis  M'Grath  is  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  Hugh  Karr,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  was  born  in  the 
United  States  in  the  year  1788,  his  father  having  come  to  the  United  Stales  one  or  two  years  before  his  birth  : 

45.  Resolved  therefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Hugh  Karr  is  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  William  Clauson,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  was  born  in 
Ireland — that  five  or  six  years  ago  he  declared  his  intention  lo  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates,  before 
the  court  of  Ohio  county,  Virginia — two  years  afterwards  he  went  before  the  court  and  took  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance as  a  citizen — he  proved  to  the  court  at  that  time  that  he  had  been  a  peaceable  citizen,  which  was  satisfac- 
tory to  the  court,  and  he  was  admitted  a  citizen  of  the  United  States — that  ho  did  not  obtain  a  certificate 
from  the  clerk,  not  deeming  it  necessary  to  do  so  : 

46.  Resolved  therefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  William  Clawson  is  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  John  Allen,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  was  more  than 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  was  born  in  the  county  of  Ohio,  now  Marshall,  was  a  housekeeper  and  the  head  of  a 
family  in  the  said  county  more  than  twelve  months  before  the  election,  and  was  assessed  with  a  part  of  the  re- 
venue of  the  commonwealth  for  the  year  1838,  and  paid  the  same  before  he  voted. 

Deponent  states  that  he  and  his  father-in-law  both  live  in  the  same  house,  his  father-in-law  in  one  part  and 
he  in  the  other;  they  eat  at  the  same  tabic,  but  each  provides  his  portion  of  the  provisions,  and  they  share 
equally  the  expenses  of  housekeeping;  they  farm  together  and  divide  the  profits  of  the  farm.  He  considers  the 
house  as  much  his  as  Mr.  Bartow's.  Their  families  are  about  equal  in  size,  and  deponcnt'i  wife  does  the  chief 
work  of  housekeeping.    That  Mr.  Bartow  voted  on  a  freehold  interest: 

47.  Resolved  therefore,  That  the  vole  of  the  said  John  Allen  is  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  John  Cusior,  it  appears  by  "his  own  deposition  that  he  voted  for  E.  H. 
Caldwell  at  the  last  election,  at  which  time  he  was  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age,  was  born  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  voted  on  two  tracts  of  land  containing  fifty-two  acres  and  ninety-seven  poles  lying  in  Marshall  county, 
for  which  he  had  deeds,  one  of  which  was  admitted  to  record  on  the  12th  May  1S36,  the  other  on  the  21st  Au- 
gust 1S37,  and  has  had  the  said  land  in  possession  upwards  of  three  years: 

48.  Resolved  therefore.  That  the  vote  of  the  said  John  Custor  is  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  Bonard  A.  Connelly,  it  appears  by  his  o<vn  deposition  that  he  is  more  than 
twenty-one  years  of  age ;  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  ;  has  been  a  housekeeper  and  head  of  a  family  in  the  couuty 
of  Marshall" since  the  fall  of  1S37  ;  was  assessed  with  a  part  of  the  revenue  for  the  year  ISJJ8,  and  paid  the  same 
before  the  last  election  : 

49.  Refilled  therefore,  That  the  vole  of  the  said  Donard  A.  Connelly  is  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  vole  of  the  said  David  Allen,  it  appear*  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  is  upwards  of 
twenty-one  years  old;  was  born  in  the  county  of  Marshall ;  hid  been  a  housekeeper  and  the  head  of  u  family  in 
Marshall  county  more  than  twelve  months  before  the  last  election;  was  assessed  with  a  part  of  the  revenue  for 
the  year  1S3S,  and  paid  the  same  before  he  voled : 

50.  Rtiohed  therefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  David  Allen  is  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  George  M'Caskcy,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  ;  removed  to  Marshall  county  about  forty-three  years  ago ;  has  been  a  housekeeiwr  and  head  of  a 
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family  therein  twenty-one  years;  was  assessed  with  a  part  of  the  revenue  for  the  year  1838,  and  paid  the  same 
before  he  voted  : 

51.  Resolved  therefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  George  M'Caskcy  is  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  David  M'Mechen  jr.,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  is  over 
twenty-one  years  of  age  ;  was  born  in  what  is  now  Marshall  county,  Virginia,  and  has  always  resided  therein  ; 
he  voted  on  a  lot  of  ground  in  Elizabcthtown  in  said  county,  for  which  he  has  had  a  deed  more  than  a  year, 
which  deed  is  recorded  in  said  county,  and  that  said  lot  is  assessed  to  him  at  seventy-five  dollars : 

52.  Resolved,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  David  M'Mechen  is  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  George  Majors,  it  appears  by  the  deposition  of  Joseph  Majors  that  he  is 
over  twenty-one  years  old  ;  was  a  housekeeper  and  head  of  a  family  in  Marshall  county  more  than  twelve 
months  preceding  the  last  election  ;  was  assessed  with  a  part  of  the  revenue  for  the  year  1838,  and  the  deponent 
paid  the  same  for  the  said  George  Majors  before  he  the  said  George  voted : 

53.  Resolved  therefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  George  Majors  is  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  votes  of  the  said  David  Majors  and  John  Majors,  it  appears  by  the  deposition  of  Joseph 
Majors  that  the  said  David  and  John  arc  both  over  twenty-one  years  of  age ;  that  they  voted  at  the  last  election 
on  one  hundred  aijd  sixty  or  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  land,  which  is  assessed  in  the  name  of  Elias 
Majors  ;  that  the  said  land  was  purchased  by  the  said  John  and  David,  together  with  their  brothers  Elias,  Daniel, 
George  and  Joseph,  about  twelve  years  ago  from  Elias  Majors,  since  deceased.  By  a  written  agreement  be- 
tween the  said  John,  David  and  others  and  the  said  Elias,  the  latter  bound  himself  and  his  heirs  to  make  a  deed 
to  them  when  all  the  money  was  paid;  they  have  paid  about  thirteen  hundred  dollars  in  equal  proportions; 
having  equal  interests  iu  the  land  they  pay  equal  portions  of  the  purchase  money  :  the  principal  part  of  this  sum 
was  paid  more  than  a  year  ago,  and  about  six  hundred  dollars  remain  due;  and  the  said  Elias,  the  grantor, 
having  died,  and  his  heirs  not  being  able  to  make  a  deed,  the  payment  of  the  balance  has  been  delayed  on  that 
account.    David  and  John  are  now  and  have  been  for  some  years  past  living  on  different  parts  of  said  land: 

54.  Resolved,  That  the  votes  of  the  said  David  Majors  and  John  Majors  are  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  votes  of  the  said  Andrew  Kiger,  John  Benson,  William  Yaney,  George  Gray,  John 
Hitcsman,  Clement  Leich,  George  Pelly,  William  O.  Powell,  Daniel  Majors,  David  Nickerson,  Morgan  Jones 
senr.,  John  Sharp,  William  Cochran,  Thomas  Johnson,  John  Parriott,  Elias  Majors,  David  W.  Parker,  Garrison 
Jones,  Jacob  Shepherd,  Samuel  Clegg,  John  N.  Baird,  Jacob  Grindstaff,  it  appears  to  your  committee  by  their 
own  depositions  that  they  were  all  upwards  of  twenty-one  years  of  age  ;  had  been  housekeepers  and  heads  of 
families  in  the  county  of  Marshall  more  than  twelve  months  preceding  the  last  election ;  had  been  assessed  with 
a  part  of  the  revenue  of  the  commonwealth  for  the  year  1838,  and  paid  the  same  before  they  voted  : 

55.  Resolved  tfterefore,  That  the  votes  of  the  said  Andrew  Kiger  and  twenty-one  other  persons  last  above 
named  are  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  Joseph  Wilson,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  is  over  twenty- 
ono  years  of  age,  and  has  resided  in  Marshall  county  a  number  of  years;  he  voted  on  sixty-one  and  a  half  acres 
of  land  lying  in  said  county,  which  he  purchased  in  1834  of  Abijah  M'Clean ;  he  received  a  deed  for  the  same 
in  December  1S39  which  is  duly  recorded,  and  has  had  possession  since  his  purchase : 

66.  Resolved  therefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Joseph  Wilson  is  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  John  A.  Hoe,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  voted  on  two  parcels 
of  lands,  in  or  adjoining  Elizabethtown  in  the  county  ol  Marshall,  which  were  conveyed  to  him  by  William 
Woodburn  and  wife,  by  deed  dated  21sl  August  1838,  acknowledged  18th  September  1838,  and  recorded  23d 
May  1839;  the  said  panels  of  land  arc  assessed  in  the  name  William  and  James  Woodburn.  By  reference 
to  the  land  book  of  the  county  of  Marshall  for  the  year  1838,  it  appears  that  William  and  James  Woodburn  are 
assessed  with  two  parcels  of  land  at  fifty-seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents: 

67.  Resolved,  That  the  rote  of  the  said  John  A.  Roe  is  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  vole  of  i.he  said  Gaius  Roberts,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  had  been  a  house- 
keeper and  head  of  a  family  in  the  county  of  Marshall  for  thirty-five  years,  was  assessed  with  a  part  of  the  re- 
venue of  the  commonwealth  for  the  year  1838,  but  is  not  positive  that  he  paid  the  tax  before  the  election.  By 
the  deposition  of  Joshua  Burley,  ricpaty  sheriff  in  said  county  for  1838,  it  appears  that  the  said  Gaius  Roberts 
paid  the  revenue  charged  to  him  for  1819,  certainly  before  the  last  election,  but  he  does  not  recollect  the  parti- 
cular day : 

58.  Resolved  therefore,  That  the  vole  of  the  said  Gaius  Roberts  is  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  Robert  Tomlinson,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  voted  on  part 
of  a  lot  of  land  in  Elizabethtown  in  Marshall  comly,  which  said  part  was  conveyed  together  with  another  lot, 
(which  was  sold  before  the  election  under  a  mortgage)  to  William  P.  Davis,  as  trustee  for  the  benefit  of  depo- 
nent and  his  wife,  who  were  to  have  the  use  and  profits  of  the  lot  during  their  lives,  and  then  it  is  to  go  to  their 
children;  the  deed  was  made  more  than  two  years  ago  and  is  recorded  in  Marshall  county.  Deponent  has 
lived  with  his  family  on  said  lots  for  four  or  five  years  : 

69.  Resolved  therefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Robert  Tomlinson  is  legal. 
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In  relation  to  tbe  vote  of  the  eaid  Thomas  Taylor,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  voted  on  an  in- 
terest in  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  of  land,  and  a  lot  with  a  house  thereon  in  Elizabethlown  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Marshall,  which  were  conveyed  by  deed  dated  11th  July  1S37  from  William  Yaney  to  deponent's  wife 
and  seven  other  children  of  said  Yaney,  which  deed  is  recorded.  None  of  the  said  children  are  of  age  except 
deponent's  wife,  Martha  Frances,  who  is  the  oldest  child  and  is  about  twenty-one  years  of  age.  By  reference 
to  the  land  book  it  appears  that  the  said  land  and  lot  arc  charged  to  Martha  F.  Yaney : 

60.  Retained  therefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Thomas  Taylor  is  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  vole  of  the  said  James  Purdy,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  was  over  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  at  the  last  election  ;  had  been  a  housekeeper  and  head  of  a  family  more  than  twelve  months 
preceding  said  election,  was  assessed  with  a  part  of  the  revenue  of  the  commonwealth  for  the  year  1838,  and 
paid  the  same  before  he  voted  ;  that  the  horse  upon  which  the  said  revenue  was  paid  was  given  him  by  his 
father-in-law,  who  now  has  bim  in  possession  in  the  country  keeping  him  for  the  deponent,  and  has  so  had  him 
since  last  spring: 

61.  Resolved,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  James  Purdy  is  legal. 

In  relation  to  tbe  vote  of  the  said  James  Jameson,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  voted  on  a  tract 
of  land  in  Marshall  county  containing  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  for  which  he  has  had  a  deed  six  or  seven 
years,  which  is  recorded  in  Ohio  county : 

62.  Rciohed  there/ore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  James  Jameson  is  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  vole  of  the  said  Joshua  Blake,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  voted  on  fifty-five 
and  a  quarter  acres  of  land  in  Marshall  county,  for  which  he  has  had  a  deed  since  ihe  spring  of  1S38,  which  is 
recorded  in  said  county  : 

63.  Resolved,  That  tbe  vote  of  the  said  Joshua  Blake  is  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  Michael  Pyles,  it  appears  by  ihe  deposition  of  Joshua  Burley  lhat  the 
said  Michael  Pyles  had  been  a  housekeeper  and  head  of  a  family  for  twelve  months  preceding  the  last  election, 
was  assessed  with  a  part  of  the  revenue  of  the  commonwealth  for  the  year  1S38,  which  was  paid  to  him  the  said 
Joshua  Burley  as  deputy  sheriff",  by  Jacob  Burley  for  the  said  Pyles  before  tbe  last  election  : 

64.  Resolved  there/ore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Michael  Pyles  is  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  Edward  W.  Carier,  it  appears  by  bis  own  deposition  that  he  voted  on  a 
tract  of  land  lying  in  Marshall  county  containing  two  hundred  and  eighteen  acres,  which  be  holds  in  right  of  his 
wife,  to  whom  the  land  was  conveyed  by  John  Carier  and  wife  and  Lise  Buchanan  and  Sydney  C.  Buchanan, 
by  deed  dated  18th  August  1836,  which  said  deed  was  recorded  10th  September  1838: 

65.  Resolved,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Edward  Carier  is  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  Edward  Supler,  it  appears  by  bis  own  deposition  that  he  voted  on  a  tract 
of  land  lying  in  Marshall  county  containing  one  hundred  and  three  acres,  for  which  he  has  had  a  deed  about 
three  years : 

66.  Resolved  therefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Edward  Supler  is  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  Friend  Cox,  it  appears  by  his  own  deposition  that  he  voted  on  a  tract  of 
land  lying  in  the  county  of  Marshall  containing  one  thousand  acres,  devised  to  him  by  Robert  Woods  deceased. 
Tbe  will  of  the  said  Woods  is  recorded  in  the  county  of  Ohio : 

67.  Resolved,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Friend  Cox  is  legal. 

In  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  said  Simeon  Purdy  senior,  it  appears  by  bis  own  deposition  that  he  was  over 
twenty-one  years  old  at  the  dale  of  the  last  election — was  born  in  the  state  of  New  York,  and  has  resided  in 
Marshall  county  near  six  years  past — that  he  voted  on  a  lot  of  land  in  Moundville  containing  an  acre  and  a  half 
with  a  house  thereon  more  than  twelve  feet  square,  which  was  conveyed  to  him  by  Simeon  B.  Purdy  and  wife 
about  four  years  ago — lhat  he  lives  on  said  lot,  and  has  lived  on  it  since  its  purchase.  He  thinks  said  property 
worth  at  least  S  2000. 

By  reference  to  the  land  book  of  the  county  of  Marshall  for  the  year  1838,  il  appears  lhat  the  said  Simeon 
Purdy  senior,  is  assessed  with  a  lot  of  land  containing  one  and  a  half  acres  adjoining  the  town  of  Moundville, 
and  assessed  at  twenty  dollars  : 

68.  Resolved  therefore,  That  the  vote  of  the  said  Simeon  Purdy  sen'r  is  legal. 

69.  Resolved  ns  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the  voles  of  Thomas  Clegg,  John  Henderson,  Jacob  Co- 
field,  H.  B.  O'Neal,  John  Rogerson,  Francis  Campbell,  John  Allen,  Charles  M'Kcnceham,  Robert  Rush,  Wil- 
liam H.  Kirkman,  William  H.  Henry,  Lewis  Tomlinson,  Joseph  Tomlinson,  Andrew  Montgomery,  David  Hed- 
rickson,  John  Marshall,  Edward  Wilkinson,  Jacob  Richmond,  Joshua  Burge,  Moses  Smalley,  George  Ryan, 
William  Travis,  William  Clarke,  Frederick  Smith,  James  Criswell,  John  Williams,  Timothy  Mayhall,  Alexan- 
der Barr,  James  Parks,  William  Rulh,  Ebenezer  Buchanan,  Jehu  Parsons,  Reason  Biddle,  David  Maclane,  Ed- 
ward Campbell  and  Owen  Riley  ought  to  be  stricken  from  the  poll  of  the  returned  member  because  they  are 
illegal. 

70.  Resolved,  That  the  votes  of  John  Moore,  Ralph  Marsh,  Robert  Clendening.  William  Collins,  James 
Galluher,  William  Moore,  James  Baird,  Turner  Parriott,  Alexander  Clegg,  James  Luke,  William  Wilson,  Da- 


Digitized  by  Google 


10  [Doc.  No.  17.] 

vid  Bonar,  James  Games,  Caleb  Blakemore,  Eli  Talbert,  Daniel  Jones,  Dennis  M.  Parriott,  Joseph  Hammond, 
Moses  Ticbnel,  James  Patterson,  Allen  Davis,  Joseph  G.  Hicks  and  Thomas  Burrows  should  be  stricken  from 
the  poll  of  the  memorialist  because  they  are  illegal. 

The  polls  at  the  close  of  the  election  stood  thus : 
For  John  Scott,  -  -  -  -  -  314 

Deduct  illegal  votes,  -  -  -  -  -  36 

Remaining  good  votes,  .....  278 

For  Elbert  H.  Caldwell,  -  -  -  -  -  308 

Deduct  illegal  votes,  -  -  -  -  -  -  23 

Remaining  good  votes,  -  285 

71.  Raolctd  at  tfu  opinion  of  thit  committee,  That  the  poll  ought  to  stand  thus : 
For  Elbert  H.  Caldwell,  -  -  -  -  -  -  285 

For  John  Scott,  ------  278 

And  that  Elbert  H  Caldwell  was  duly  elected  to  represent  the  county  of  Marshall  in  the  present  house  of 
delegates. 
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STATEMENTS  BY  THE  TREASURER. 


TREASURY  OFFICE,  30th  December  1839. 

To  the  honourable  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  house  of  delegates  dated  the  24th  instant,  calling  on  the  treasurer 
for  certain  information,  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following 

STATEMENTS: 

Amount  of  United  States  surplus  revenue  deposited  with  this  state,  viz : 
1837 — January  quota,  -  -         732,809  33— deposited  10th  January  1S37, 

April        "  -  -  732,809  33— deposited  1st  April  1837, 

July        «  -  -         732,509  33— deposited  1st  July  1837, 


And  has  been  disposed  of  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Loaned  to  the  Bank  of  Virginia,       ...     325,000  00 
Ditto       Fanners  Bank  of  Virginia,  -  -     505,000  00 

Ditto       Bank  of  the  Valley,  -  -     370,000  00 

1837 — July  4 — Paid  subscription  to  the  Northwestern  Bank  at  Wheeling,       -     200,000  00 
Oct.    3—  Same,  -  -       82,809  33 

July  14 — Paid  subscription  to  Exchange  Bank  at  Norfolk,    -  -     450,000  00 

19 — Loaned  by  the  executive  to  the  Richmond  and  Petersburg 

rail-road  company,  ...       98,065  83 

Retained  under  the  7ih  section  of  the  act  of  24th  June  1837, 
entitled  "an  act  concerning  the  state's  proportion  of  the 
surplus  revenue  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," -  -  -  167,552  83 


2,198,427  99 


82,193,427  99 


From  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  -  -  -      30,902  82 

"     Farmers  Bank,  ...       48,225  78 

"     Bank  of  the  Valley,  -  -  -       35,656  82 

•«     Richmond  and  Petersburg  rail-road,#    -  -        6.SS3  95 

  8  120,669  37 

*  On  the  19th  January  next  the  further  sum  of  $8825  92  will  be  due  from  this  company. 

Invested  in  Bank  Stocks. 


1837 — July  4 — Northwestern  Bank  at  Wheeling,     ...  200,000  00 
Oct.  3 —                Same,                        ...        82,809  33 

July  14 — Exchange  Bank  at  Norfolk,  ...  450,000  00 

1839— June  6 — Bank  of  Virginia,         ....  325,000  00 

"      6— Farmers  Bank,  ....  605,000  00 

Aug.  5 — Bank  of  the  Valley,      ....  370,000  00 

 81,932,809  33 
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1839 — June  17 — From  ihe  Exchange  Bank, 

"     Northwestern  Bank,* 


•In  addition  to  this  sum  the  further  sum  of  $24,908  67  of  dividends  on  stock  in  this 
to  the  payment  of 


Amount  borrowed  to  pay  State's  Subscription. 


1839— May  21— To  Exchange  Bank, 

July  1 — To  Northwestern  Bank, 


26,189  31 
9,232  00 


295,000  00 
92,282  00 


$35,421  31 


July  1 — On  loan  to  pay  subscription  to  Exchange 
Due  on  the  first  July, 


Due  on  said  loan  on  the  first  January  1840, 


1,579  64 

39  23 


$11,618  46 


$1,618  87 


The  dividends  on  the  stock  paid  for  with  the  money  obtained  by  said  loans  are  not  due  until  the  1st  Ja- 
nuary next ;  and  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  amount.  But  should  the  banks  divide  three  per  cent,  for 
the  last  half  year  they  will  amount  to  $  11,618  46. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

L.  BURFOOT,  Treas-r  Com'th. 
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EEPOET 


OF  THE 

COMMITTEE  OF  PRIVILEGES  AND  ELECTIONS. 


The  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  have  according  to  order  had  under  consideration  the  memorial 
of  Caleb  Tanzey  to  them  referred,  complaining  of  the  undue  election  of  James  Evans  as  a  delegate  to  repre- 
sent the  county  of  Monongalia  in  the  present  house  of  delegates,  have  agreed  upon  a  report  and  come  to  the 
following  resolutions  thereupon  : 

Your  committee  having  read  the  memorial  of  the  said  Caleb  Tanzey  the  contesting  candidate,  were  pro- 
ceeding to  read  and  consider  the  notice  by  him  furnished  to  the  said  James  Evans  the  sitting  member  of  his 
intention  to  contest  his  election,  when  an  objection  in  writing  was  made  by  the  said  Evans  to  the  validity  of  the 
said  notice  in  substauce,  that  whilst  he  objected  to  the  legality  and  sufficicpey  of  said  notice,  yet  if  the  contest- 
ing candidate  could  prove  any  fraudulent  alteration  of  the  polls,  the  cutting  off  any  portion  thereof  or  their 
illegal  erasure  or  mutilation  in  any  way  or  manner  after  the  close  of  the  election,  then  he  the  said  Evans  con- 
sented to  waive  such  objection  and  to  allow  the  committee  to  act  upon  the  proofs  of  such  fraud,  but  in  no  other 
matter  involved  in  the  contest.  After  hearing  and  duly  considering  this  objection,  the  said  election  having  been 
held  on  the  23d  day  of  May  last  and  the  notice  of  the  said  Tanzey  of  bis  intention  to  contest  being  delivered  to  the 
said  Evans  on  the  13th  day  of  June  thereafter,  being  a  period  of  twenty-one  days  after  said  election  was  com- 
menced and  held,  and  the  memorial  of  the  said  Tanzey  alleging  that  all  the  poll-books  of  said  election  or  copies 
tbereofhad  not  been  as  prescribed  by  law  delivered  by  the  sheriff"  conducting  the  election  at  the  courthouse  of  Mo- 
nongalia to  the  clerk  of  said  county  within  six  days  after  said  election  had  commenced,  your  committee  were  of 
opinion  that  as  the  law  evidently  contemplated  that  a  candidate  desirous  to  contest  the  seat  of  a  returned  member 
should  have  the  benefit  of  at  least  fifteen  days  between  the  commencement  of  an  election  for  the  house  of 
delegates  and  the  delivery  of  his  notice  to  the  returned  member  to  examine  and  scrutinize  the  polls,  to  prepare 
his  list  of  objectionable  votes,  rendered  of  late  more  important  by  the  4lh  section  of  the  act  entitled  "  an  act  to 
amend  the  act  concerning  general  elections,"  requiring  an  affidavit  of  the  contesting  candidate  that  the  persons 
contained  in  such  list  were  not  in  his  opinion  legally  qualified  to  vote  in  the  election  to  be  contested,  your  com- 
mittee thought  that  though  the  letter  of  the  law  did  unquestionably  require  the  notice  in  this  case  at  an  earlier 
day,  yet  they  could  not  believe,  uudcr  the  circumstances,  (the  fact  being  proved  that  all  the  poll-books  were  not 
delivered  to  the  clerk  of  Monongalia  by  the  said  sheriff'  until  after  the  expiration  of  the  lime  within  which  by 
law  they  should  have  been,)  that  its  spirit  would  or  ought  to  bear  such  an  interpretation — an  interpretation 
which  would  establish  the  principle  that  at  any  time  in  any  election  the  sheriff*  superintending  the  same  at  the 
courthouse  of  a  county  should  have  the  power  by  withholding  the  poll-books  beyond  the  time  prescribed  by 
law,  of  actually  preventing  any  candidate  desirous  to  contest  the  seat  of  a  returned  member  of  exercising  so 
high,  so  sacred  and  so  inestimable  a  privilege.  Influenced  by  such  and  other  considerations  your  committee 
came  to  the  following  resolution : 

1.  Resolved,  That  under  the  particular  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  present  contest,  the  notice  of  the 
contesting  candidate  delivered  to  the  sitting  member  on  the  13th  June  1839  of  his  intention  to  contest  his  seat 
in  the  present  house  of  delegates  is  sufficient  and  ought  to  be  sustained. 

Having  disposed  of  the  foregoing  objection  and  adopted  the  foregoing  resolution  your  committee  were  pro- 
ceeding to  examine  the  testimony  taken  and  filed  by  the  contesting  candidate  in  support  of  his  memorial  when 
the  said  James  Evans  objected  to  the  reading  of  the  same  upon  the  ground  that  the  petitioner  did  not  com- 
mence taking  the  depositions  proposed  to  be  read  within  one  month  after  the  delivery  of  his  notice  contesting 
said  election.    The  delivery  of  said  notice  was,  as  before  stated,  on  the  13th  clay  of  June  1S3<) ;  the  day  on 
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which  the  petilioner  commenced  taking  his  depositions  was  on  ihc  1.3th  day  of  July  1839,  being  a  period  of 
thirty  days.  Your  committee  construing  the  word  "  month  "  used  in  the  act  concerning  general  elections  to 
mean  a  calendar  and  not  a  lunar  month,  overruled  the  objection  anil  adopted  the  following  resolution  : 

2.  Jtesolved,  That  the  petitioner  in  this  case  commenced  taking  his  depositions  within  the  time  prescribed 
by  law. 

Having  disposed  of  these  preliminary  questions  your  committee  proceeded  to  examine  and  consider  the 
evidence  filed  both  pro  and  con.  tin-  substance  of  which  is  as  follows: 

By  the  deposition  of  Francis  Mavel  Brand  it  appears  that  he  offered  to  vote  but  the  sheriff  refused  to  take 
his  vote,  when  he  informed  the  sheriff  he  had  been  a  voter  (bur  years — Mr.  Hanaway  a  commissioner  was  pre- 
sent and  informed  the  sheriff  that  I  owned  land,  still  the  sheriff  persisted  in  his  refusal  to  lake  his  vole.  f  he 
deponent  stales  he  intended  to  vole  for  Mr.  Tanzy  which  he  believes  the  sherilf  knew. 

Alexander  Scott  slates  that  he  wished  lo  vote  but  the  sheriff  refused  to  take  his  vote,  that  he  would  have 
voted  for  Mr.  Tanzey  if  allowed  to  vote.  He  informed  the  sheriff  he  had  bought  land  which  he  had  held 
possession  seven  months  and  for  which  he  had  a  title  bond.  By  the  terms  of  the  title  bond  he  was  not  to 
receive  a  deed  for  the  land  until  part  of  the  purchase  money  was  paid,  thai  no  part  bad  been  paid  us  no  part 
was  due. 

Enoch  Scott  states  that  he  informed  the  sheriff  that  the  said  Alexander  Scott  had  bought  laud  of  which  he 
had  been  in  possession  seven  months,  but  the  sheriff"  still  refused  to  sutler  the  said  Alexander  tseolt  to  vote. 

Edward  Bussey  slates  that  he  oflered  to  vote  for  Mr.  Tanzy  but  the  sheriff  refused  to  take  his  volt — he  in- 
formed the  sherilf  lie  bad  a  good  vote,  when  the  sheriff  replied  that  he  knew  he  hnd  no  vote.  The  deponent 
States  that  he  had  a  title  bond  for  land  about  one  year,  of  which  he  had  held  possession  about  eight  months,  had 
obtained  a  deed  four  months  before  the  election,  and  hnd  paid  fifteen  hundred  dollars  of  the  purchase  money- 
The  deponent  had  been  a  resident  in  the  slate  about  eight  months  before  the  election,  had  been  taxed  but  had 
not  been  called  on  for  bis  taxes. 

Samuel  Button  slates  that  he  presented  himself  at  the  polls  to  vote  for  Mr.  Tanzy  but  the  sheriff'  refused  to 
take  his  vote.  He  informed  the  sheriff'  that  he  had  bought  land  in  the  county  for  which  he  had  a  deed — he 
came  into  the  stale  about  the  last  of  March  1S39,  but  seeded  a  crop  of  small  grain  in  October  1^-38,  as  he  was 
privileged  lo  do,  but  lived  in  Pennsylvania  at  that  time.  He  had  paid  one  thousand  dollars  on  the  land  on  the 
1st  April. 

Selby  Sap]>  states  thai  he  voted  for  Mr.  Tanzy,  and  after  leaving  the  polls  was  informed  that  his  vote  had 
been  stricken  from  the  polls.  He  did  not  pay  a  revenue  tax  in  1S3S.  That  "L.  H.  Horsey  rose  up  and  said  I 
had  no  vote."    Deponent  was  married  in  -Slay  1839. 

Wait  man  F  lemming  states  that  he  was  present  at  the  lime  that  Selby  Sapp  voted— he  heard  the  sheriff  say 
something  to  the  clerks  and  saw  him  point  over  to  them  ;  they  then  struck  the  vote  of  the  said  Sapp  from  the 
poll.  The  sheriff  did  not  call  Sapp  back  to  be  sworn  before  his  vote  was  stricken  from  the  poll.  The  deponent 
has  seen  the  poll-books  since  the  election,  and  saw  lhat  Chester's  vole  was  "  marked  out"  of  Mr.  Tanzy's 
shortest  poll-book  at  the  Morgan  town  district. 

Joseph  Eddy  states  that  the  Sunday  week  after  the  election  he  saw  George  D.  Evans  the  sheriff,  and  "  asked 
htm  how  the  election  went  r"'  to  which  the  said  Evans  replied  that  Clayton  and  Tanzy  were  elected,  "and  he 
expected  that  Willey  and  Steeiund  were  without  doubt,  and  sorry  he  was  for  it." 

John  Camp  state*  that  he  called  on  George  D.  Evans  two  or  three  times  to  see  the  poll-books  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  who  were  elected,  but  could  not  see  them  at  either  time — the  sheriff  said  he  did  not  have 
them  with  him.  On  court  day  he  called  to  see  them,  when  he  received  the  same  reply.  The  sheriff  asked  what 
he  wanted  to  see  them  for?  when  he  informed  the  sheriff  he  had  made  some  bets  on  the  election  and  wanted  to 
know  how  the  polls  were,  and  particularly  the  Morgantown  poll,  how  Morgan  and  John's  poll*  were — he  said  he 
would  shew  me  it  he  had  lime.  Soon  afterwards  the  sherilf  informed  him  how  the  polls  slood  between  Morgan 
and  John.  The  deponent  states  that  he  called  on  sheriff  Conway  and  asked  him  how  many  votes  Mr.  Tanzy 
got  at  Middlelown .'  when  he  was  informed  by  the  said  Conway  that  Mr.  Tanzy  got  sixty-nine  votes  at  that 
place.  This  enquiry  was  made  at  the  request  of  said  Tanzy.  Deponent  docs  not  recollect  that  I  e  heard  the 
sheriff  say  that  Clayton  and  Tanzy  were  elected,  but  it  was  a  general  report  that  they  were. 

Mat  hew  Bough  states  that  some  time  after  the  election  B.  11.  Horsey  in  a  conversation  about  the  election, 
said  that  his  own  ix.oks  had  not  been  in  the  office — that  George  D.  Evans's  had  been  in  the  office,  but  the  clerk 
knew  nothing  about  them,  that  he  commenced  looking  tiir  them  and  found  them  in  a  loose  drawer — he  said  that 
he  then  took  them  from  the  office  to  his  store  for  the  purpose  of  counting  them  to  make  a  return  of  the 
senate  poll — liir  his  own  satisfaction  he  counted  them  all  over,  and  found  the  mistake  in  the  Middlelown  poll ; 
that  the  printer  called  on  hirn  for  a  list  of"  the  polls,  and  he  told  him  he  had  not  counted  them  yet,  but  to  publish 
them  from  the  best  account  that  he  could  get — he  said  further  that  he  thought  Mr.  Tanzy  was  elected  until  he 
found  the  «-rror  in  the  Middlelown  poll.  After  he  found  the  t-rror  he  said  he  would  keep  it  still  until  he  would 
give  Mr.  Tanzy  notice  of  the  mistake.  He  expressed  a  wish  to  know  when  Mr.  Tanzy  would  come  to  town, 
that  he  intended  to  give  him  a  good  selling  down  for  his  notice  to  Mr.  Evans— for  some  language  used  in  the 
notice  to  Mr.  Evans. 


Digitized  by  Google 


[Doc.  No.  19.]  3 

Peter  Tenant  slates  that  lie  was  one  of  the  commissioners  at  the  Pawpaw  election,  and  returned  the  polls 
of  that  place  to  the  sheriff  on  the  day  after  the  election,  and  Tanzy  had  seveuty-throe  votes  at  that  place.  When 
he  handed  the  polls  to  the  sheriff  in  the  clerk's  office  there  were  many  of  the  townsmen  there  cursing  and  swear- 
ing because  Clayton  and  Tnnzy  were  elected. 

Alfred  C.  barker  stales  that  he  was  at  the  Morgantown  election,  and  in  the  after  part  of  the  day  saw  George 
D.  Evans,  sheriff  calling  around  through  the  house  to  persons  to  come  and  vote,  and  at  the  same  time  many  per- 
sons standing  by  wishing  to  vote — that  he  thought  ihe  sheriff  was  doing  wrong.  He  also  heard  the  sheriff  call 
on  one  George  Kiger  who  lives  with  his  father  in  corne  and  vote — Kiger  was  standing  at  the  courthouse  door 
but  did  not  go  forward  to  vote  at  that  call — that  he  felt  so  much  dissatisfied  with  the  proceedings  of  the  election 
that  he  went  and  told  Clayton  and  Tanzy  to  see  that  the  clerks  were  sworn.  He  thought  there  was  partiality  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Evans  which  made  him  go  to  Clayton  and  Tanzy  and  tell  them  what  he  did. 

Stephen  II.  Morgan  states  that  some  time  in  the  day,  say  twelve  or  one  o'clock,  Mr.  Selby  Supp  came  forward 
and  voted  tor  Tanzy  and  himself  and  went  away  through  the  crowd  until  he  was  near  the  door:  some  person 
stated  Sapp  had  no  vote,  deponent  saw  the  clerks  look  towards  the  sheriff  "as  though  they  had  said  something 
to  them,"  aud  then  the  clerks  struck  out  Sapp's  vote — he  the  deponent  then  called  to  them  and  told  them  it 
was  not  fair  piny  to  strike  out  one  side  and  leave  all  on  the  other,  he  felt  angry  at  such  proceedings.  Mr. 
James  Evans  spoke  and  said  they  had  a  right  to  strike  out  all  votes  that  were  not  good.  The  sheriff  did 
not  call  Sapp  back  and  swear  him  belbre  they  struck  out  his  vote,  nor  did  they  swear  him  at  all.  This  took 
place  at  the  Morgantown  election. 

William  W.  Flcmming  slates  that  in  a  conversation  between  Evans  and  Tanzey  he  heard  Evans  say  that 
Tanzey  had  not  commenced  his  process  soon  enough,  though  he  Evans  would  take  no  advantages  of  lime  if 
Tanzey  would  commence  anew  to  settle  the  contest.  Tanzey  said  he  would  follow  the  course  he  had  begun, 
but  was  ready  and  willing  to  submit  the  case  to  the  people  of  the  county.  Evans  said  that  he  was  willing  to 
run  the  ruce  over,  but  his  friends  told  him  thai  if  he  did  agree  to  run  it  over  they  would  never  vote  for 
him  again. 

Robert  Laugh  states  that  on  the  twelfth  day  after  the  election  he  was  present  at  L.  H.  Dorsey's  store  at 
the  time  Tanzey  aud  the  sheriff  were  looking  over  the  poll-books,  he  heard  Dorsey  say  the  way  the  mistake 
was  made  they  had  given  to  Tanzey  Boggest's  list  and  Boggcst  Tanzey's  at  Middletown.  He  heard  the  sheriff 
say  that  Evans  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  one  vote.  The  common  report  before  that  time  was  that  Tanzey 
was  elected  from  fourteen  to  thirty. 

Adam  W.  Gull  states  that  the  next  day  after  the  election  he  saw  young  Mr.  Lawman  as  he  returned  from 
Middletown  at  Hay's  ferry  opposite  Morgantown,  "stated  that  Tanzey  had  sixty-nine  votes  at  Middletown; 
and  that  Mr.  Conway  would  come  along  in  a  few  hours  with  the  polls."  When  Conway  came  to  ihe  ferry  se- 
veral others  as  well  as  himself  called  on  said  Conway  to  know  how  the  polls  stood,  he  answered  sixty-nine  for 
Tanzey  and  one  hundred  and  seven  for  Evans — he  deponent  observed  to  Conway  that  Tanzey  was  elected,  he 
answered  yes,  I  think  so.  Deponent  had  a  statement  of  the  polls  of  nil  the  precincts  but  two,  to  wit:  Cheet 
neck  and  Flat  run,  at  the  lime  of  the  conversation — he  further  slates  that  in  town  on  the  day  of  the  election  he 
saw  George  D.  Evans  the  sheriff  conducting  the  election,  call  votes  at  the  door  ami  other  places  through  the 
bouse  whilst  the  voters  stood  around  him  seven  or  eight  deep,  and  all  that  he  called  through  the  crowd  and  at 
the  door  voted  for  Evans.  Deponent  said  to  George  D.  Evans  that  he  did  not  know  how  a  sworn  officer  could 
do  so;  he  flew  into  a  pet  and  commenced  taking  the  votes  of  those  who  stood  by — we  had  some  oilier  words, 
but  he  observed  to  me  to  mind  my  own  business.  1  saw  him  cry  a  certain  vole,  1  told  him  he  knew  that  that 
fellow  had  no  vote;  he  made  no  reply.  In  answer  to  a  question  asked  him  he  stated  thai  he  the  deponent  had 
bet  upon  the  election. 

Leven  Flcmming  states  that  he  was  one  of  ihe  commissioners  at  the  Jacksonville  precinct,  and  returned  the 
polls  taken  at  that  place  to  the  sheriff  at  the  courthouse  on  the  evening  after  the  election — there  were  several  of 
the  sheriffs  and  many  of  the  townsmen  in  the  office  counting  the  polls :  when  it  was  found  that  Clayton  and 
Tanzey  were  elected,  John  Hannaway  one  of  the  commissioners  at  the  courthouse,  fill  to  cursing  and  swearing 
so  that  he  left  the  office.  "  They  counted  Tanzey  sixty-nine  at  Middletown."  And  the  deponent  states  that  he 
heard  the  said  John  Hannaway  say  lhat  he  would  bet  one  thousand  dollars  that  Evans  was  elected. 

Peter  A.  Layton  states  that  he  was  present  on  the  twelfth  day  after  the  election  at  L.  H.  Dorsey's  store, 
while  said  Dorsey  and  George  D.  Evans,  two  of  ihe  sheriffs,  and  Caleb  Tanzey  were  recounting  the  polls  after 
a  mistake  was  said  to  be  found  in  the  Middletown  books.  When  they  had  finished  counting  ihe  polls  it  ap- 
peared that  Evans  was  one  vote  ahead,  the  sheriff's  then  said  the  mistake  in  ihe  Middletown  polls  was  made  by 
giving  Tanzey  Mr.  Boggcsi's  vote  al  that  place  which  was  only  52  or  55  as  appeared  by  the  books.  Tanzey 
was  declared  to  have  t>9  votes  at  that  place  by  the  sheriff's  and  public  prints,  but  deponent  understood  from 
them  that  Tanzey  had  but  thirty-two  votes  on  the  Middletown  polls  at  the  time  of  the  recount — he  also  heard 
Mr.  Conway  the  sheriff  lhat  took  the  Middletown  votes,  say  lhat  die  mistake  was  made  by  giving  Tanzey  Bog- 
gest'3  vote  al  lhat  place.  When  Tanzey  and  the  Iwo  sheriffs  were  done  counting  Dorsey  asked  Tanzey  if  he 
was  satisfied,  Tanzey  said  he  had  counted  over  a  time  or  iwo  anil  did  not  see  that  they  could-  make  any  more 


Digitized  by  Google 


4 


•    [Doc.  No.  19.] 


of  it  at  that  time.  Tanzey  made  arrangements  that  evening  to  go  for  counsel  to  instruct  him  in  proceedings  of 
a  contest,  and  went  to  Kingwood  next  day  for  that  purpose. 

John  A.  Dcabin  states  that  some  time  before  the  spring  election  he  heard  Thomas  S.  Haymond  say  that  he 
believed  Tanzey  was  elected  two  years  previous  if  the  polls  had  been  properly  examined  into. 

Jacob  Holland  states  that  he  was  at  the  Morgantown  election  late  in  the  evening,  he  saw  and  heard  George 
D.  Evans,  sheriff,  call  on  one  George  Kiger,  a  young  man  living  in  Middletown  with  his  father,  to  come  and 
vote  ;  Kiger  was  standing  at  the  courthouse  door,  and  shook  his  head  as  though  he  would  not  do  so  ;  Evans 
called  to  him  again  to  come  and  vote  so  anxiously  that  young  Kiger  stept  forward  and  voted  for  James  Evans, 
and  I  think  Vawgant.  I  do  not  think  Kiger  would  have  offered  to  vote  if  he  had  not  been  persuaded  by  the  .she- 
riff, George  D.  Evans.  The  deponent  further  states  that  he  saw  the  Swamps  polls  in  June,  and  they  were  torn 
apart,  one  leaf  nearly  in  two. 

John  Clayton  states  that  on  Monday  after  the  election  he  asked  George  Evans  how  the  election  went,  and 
the  said  Evans  said  that  himself,  the  deponent,  and  Tanzey  were  elected — that  Tanzey  was  fourteen  votes  aheatl 
of  Evans :  George  Evans  was  one  of  the  sheriffs  superintending  the  election  at  Morgantown.  He  further  states 
that  Tanzey  asked  him  about  getting  a  certificate  from  the  sheriff  that  day,  when  he,  deponent,  told  him  it  would 
make  no  difference,  that  at  any  time  between  that  and  going  to  Richmond  would  answer.  In  answer  to  a  oues- 
lion  by  Mr.  Evans,  deponent  states  that  the  foregoing  conversation  took  place  before  the  mistake  in  the  Middle- 
town  polls  was  said  to  be  found  out. 

John  Watts  states  that  on  the  evening  of  the  election  he  told  George  Evans  he  ought  not  to  take  Alfred  Jen- 
kins's vote,  because  he  had  no  vote — that  he  asked  said  Evans  why  he  took  Jenkins's  vote,  Evans  replied  that 
Jenkins  said  he  had  a  vote,  because  Wilson  told  him  so,  and  he  could  not  strike  it  out  after  it  was  recorded. 

George  W.  Simpkins  states  that  he  offered  to  vote  at  Morgantown  for  Tanzey  and  John,  but  the  sheriff! 
George  D.  Evans,  refused  to  take  his  vote;  "and  the  reason  was  he  said,  you  have  no  deed  for  land  ;"  but  de- 
ponent states  that  he  is  now  at  the  head  of  two  families,  pays  revenue  tax'for  both,  and  has  M  writing"  for  one 
half  of  his  grandfather's  land,  which  amounts  to  131  acres — he  now  pays  the  tax  on  the  same — has  had  it  in 
possession  lor  two  years  past,  and  has  voted  for  two  years,  and  has  not  been  refused  :  the  sheriff  did  not  swear 
deponent,  but  would  not  permit  him  to  vote. 

Enos  D.  Morgan  states  as  follows :  "  That  the  first  number  of  his  paper  after  the  election  enough  was 
known  that  Clayton  and  Tanzey  was  elected.  The  day  before  the  next  number  came  out,  which  he  thinks  was 
on  Friday  week  after  the  election,  he  says  he  asked  the  sheriff,  George  D.  Evans,  for  a  statement  of  the  return 
of  the  election,  and  L.  H.  Dorscy  present  answered  and  said  that  the  poll  was  not  all  in,  and  said  that  you  had 
better  not  publish  that  week  until  the  full  statement  was  got.  I  then  told  him  to  give  me  as  much  as  he  bad, 
that  the  people  was  very  anxious  to  see  the  return  of  the  polls,  but  they  did  not  give  me  any  satisfaction.  I 
then  published  from  a  statement  got  of  Mr.  Clayton,  which  gave  Mr.  Tanzey  a  majority  of  43 — and  Mr.  James 
Evans  came  up  in  the  office,  and  asked  me  why  I  published  Tanzey  a  majority  of  43,  when  he  said  it  was  only 
fourteen.  At  that  time  I  could  not  get  a  statement  from  the  sheriff,  and  published  from  the  best  report  I  could 
get,  and  never  had  any  trouble  of  getting  a  statement  at  any  time  before  about  the  return  of  an  election. 

"  In  conversation  with  L.  H.  Dorsey  about  how  the  mistake  was  found  out  in  the  Middletown  poll,  Dorsey 
says  he  was  counting  the  senate  poll,  and  saw  James  Evans  pass  by,  and  called  him  in  to  see  who  his  friends 
was  ;  Evans  came  in,  and  was  looking  over  the  books,  and  found  the  mistake  in  the  Middletown  poll  himself." 

David  Musgrave  states  that  he  cried  the  votes  at  the  Pawpaw  election — that  Peter  Tenant  was  one  of  the 
commissioners,  and  that  Caleb  Tanzey  got  seventy-three  votes  there,  and  so  far  as  he  knows  or  believes  he  saw 
the  polls  counted. 

John  J.  Pierpnnt  states  that  he  was  at  the  Swamp  election  in  last  May — was  present  when  the  commission- 
ers counted  the  polls — they  found  a  difference  in  Mr.  Evans's  and  Mr.  John's  two  polls — the  polls  were  counted 
over  by  the  commissioners  several  limes,  but  the  difference  still  remained — deponent  saw  no  diflerence  in  other 
candidates'  polls,  but  is  now  informed  that  there  is  a  difference  in  Tanzey's  two  polls  of  four,  one  book  Iburteen 
the  other  eighteen — he  saw  them  counted  over  and  over,  and  saw  no  diflerence  in  Tanzey's  two  polls — he  looked 
over  the  shoulder  of  one  of  the  commissioners  while  they  counted  to  sec  that  they  made  no  mistake — had  there  been 
no  disturbance  about  the  election  he  would  have  been  satisfied  that  Tanzey  had  got  twenty-eight  votes  at  the 
Swamps — that  so  soon  as  the  commissioners  were  done  counting  the  polls,  they  handed  them  to  him  to  deliver 
to  the  sheriff—  he  came  home  the  next  day  nficr  the  election,  and  gave  the  polls  to  one  William  Howard  of  Penn- 
sylvania to  hand  to  the  sheriff  as  he  went  through  town  on  his  way  home,  since  which  he  has  not  seen  them. 
The  Swarnp  polls  were  not  torn  apart  when  lie  gave  them  to  Howard — deponent  heard  Mr.  Poe,  a  commissioner 
at  the  Swamps,  tell  Tanzey  that  there  could  not  have  been  a  difti-rence  in  his  two  polls.  Deponent  further  states 
that  some  time  ago  in  conversation  with  George  D.  Evans,  a  sheriff,  about  the  disturbance  in  the  election,  Evans 
said  he  never  would  take  a  part  in  an  election  again. 

James  Kelly  stales  that  he  was  present  on  the  twelfth  day  after  the  election,  when  George  D.  Evans,  Lar- 
kin  II.  Dorsey,  two  of  the  sheriffs,  and  Caleb  Tanzey  were  counting  the  polls,  and  heard  the  sheriffs  say  that 
Evans  was  one  vole  ahead.    Tanzey  was  not  satisfied,  and  made  arrangements  that  evening  to  go  to  Kingwood 
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next  day  for  counsel — that  he  went  with  Tanzey — ihey  overtook  George  D.  Evans,  sheriff,  on  the  road  to  King- 
wood — in  conversation  heard  said  Evans  say  that  he  was  sorry  the  mistake  in  the  polls  was  found  out,  as  James 
Evans  was  satisfied  and  his  friends  also  that  he  was  not  elected,  and  that  Tanzey  and  his  friends  were  satisfied 
that  he  was  elected.  Mr.  Evans,  the  sheriff,  said  also  that  the  mistake  would  not  have  been  found  out  if  Mor- 
gan, the  printer,  had  never  published  Tanzey  mote  than  fourteen  votes  of  a  majority  over  James  Evans — the 
sheriff  said  also  that  he  had  had  no  hand  in  finding  the  mistake,  and  that  he  would  have  no  further  hand  in  the 
matter. 

John  Lough  states,  "that  he  did  on  the  13th  day  of  July  1839,  about  11  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  said  day, 
serve  a  notice  on  James  Evans  informing  him  that  Caleb  Tanzey  would  on  that  day  between  one  and  six  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  at  William  Burres's  proceed  to  tuke  the  testimony  of  sundry  witnesses  to  be  read  on  the  hear- 
ing of  the  contested  election  from  said  county — that  said  James  Evans  took  said  notice,  and  refused  to  give  the 
same  back  to  alfiant.  The  notice  was  served  on  Evans  at  his  usual  place  of  residence,  distant  from  the  place 
of  taking  said  depositions  about  one  mile." 

Benjamin  Dorsey  states  "that  he  as  one  of  the  sheriffs  at  the  last  election  in  taking  the  poll,  as  far  as  he 
was  concerned  in  taking  said  poll,  done  it  without  favour  or  affection  to  any  individual ;  and  further  the  deponent 
saith  that  a  certain  Selby  Sapp  came  forward  to  vote;  he  received  his  vote,  and  afterward,  or  at  the  time  it 
was  observed  by  one  of  the  other  sheriffs  that  he,  Sapp,  had  no  vote,  and  after  an  investigation  it  was  ascertained 
he  had  no  vote,  therefore  it  was  stricken  off  at  the  lime  it  was  given  l>eforc  any  other  vote  was  taken." 

George  D.  Evans  states  "  that  he  being  one  of  the  sheriffs  that  took  the  poll  at  the  courthouse  of  Monongalia 
county  at  the  last  election  for  the  house  of  delegates  of  Virginia,  that  so  far  as  the  poll  was  taken  by  him  it 
was  done  without  favour  or  affection  to  any  individual,  and  that  he  never  refused  any  person's  vote  that  was  en- 
titled, nor  did  he  exercise  any  influence  in  any  way." 

"  Qtustion.  When  the  poll  was  closed  on  the  evening  or  morning  after  the  day  of  election,  what  conversa- 
tion occurred  between  you  and  squire  John  Clayton? 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  recollect  I  believe  I  observed  that  I  suppose  that  yourself  and  Mr.  Tanzey  are  elected, 
though  when  all  the  precinct  election  poll-books  were  brought  in,  there  was  found  a  mistake  of  some  thirty  odd 
votes  against  Mr.  Tanzey,  which  changed  the  election  in  favour  of  Evans,  as  by  examination  made  by  Mr. 
Tanzey  himself  in  connexion  with  Larkiu  H.  Dorsey  one  of  the  sheriffs,  which  mistake  occurred  at  the  Mid- 
dletown  precinct. 

Question.  What  reason  do  you  assign  for  the  poll-books  being  retained  in  possession  of  the  sheriffs  after  the 
proper  time  for  returning  them? 

Answer.  So  far  as  1  know  any  thing  about  it  they  were  not  withheld  any  longer  than  to  give  ihem  a  proper 
and  thorough  investigation  in  order  that  there  should  be  no  mistake  about  their  correctness;  after  that  was 
ascertained  they  were  duly  returned  :  the  most  of  them  were  deposited  in  the  clerk's  office  on  the  day  after  the 
election." 

Deponent  further  states  that  "  so  far  as  any  thing  was  said  by  him  in  relation  to  Mr.  Tanzey's  election, 
was  previous  to  the  investigation  of  the  poll-books  referred  to  above." 

Halp  L.  Berkshire  states  "  that  he  being  one  of  the  clerks  who  took  a  list  of  the  votes  polled  at  the  court- 
house in  Monongalia  county  at  the  last  election  for  the  house  of  delegates  of  Virginia,  that  so  far  as  ho  observed, 
the  election  was  conducted  fairly  and  without  favour  or  partiality  by  the  officers  who  conducted  it;  that  the 
clerks  sometimes  in  recording  the  names  of  voters,  inadvertently  wrote  them  in  a  column  under  a  candidate's 
name  for  whom  they  did  not  vote,  when  this  was  the  case  they  erased  them  immediately  and  placed  them  to 
the  list  of  the  candidate  who  was  duly  entitled  to  them." 

Thomas  F.  Conaway  states  that  "  he  was  the  sheriff  that  took  the  separate  poll  for  the  election  district  at 
Middletown  at  the  last  election  for  members  of  the  house  of  delegates  of  Virginia,  that  he  admitted  all  persons 
to  vole  that  he  believed  entitled  to  vote  under  the  constitution,  and  that  when  he  closed  the  poll  it  was  near 
dark  and  there  was  several  persons  counting  the  votes  of  the  different  candidates,  and  he  understood  some  one 
of  them  to  say  that  Mr.  Tanzey  had  sixty-nine  voles,  and  when  afterwards  he  came  to  count  the  votes  himself 
be  found  that  Mr  Tanzey  had  got  but  thirty-two  votes;  and  also  he  further  says  that  the  poll-book  that  he  coun- 
ted afterwards  were  counted  in  Mr.  Tanzey's  presence,  were  the  same  book  and  vote  that  he  had  got  at  that 
district." 

Larkin  H.  Dorsey  one  of  the  deputy  sheriff's,  states  that  "he  was  present  at  the  separate  election  taken  at 
the  courthouse  in  Monongalia  county  at  the  last  election  for  members  to  the  house  of  delegates  of  Virginia,  and 
when  Selby  Sapp  offered  to  vote,  Benjamin  Dorsey  one  of  the  deputies  cried  his  vote,  and  before  his  vote  was 
entirely  recorded  he  informed  the  sheriff  and  Mr.  Sapp  also  that  he  bad  no  vote,  and  as  he  believes  satisfied 
them  both  of  the  fact,  and  the  sheriff  told  the  clerks  that  if  they  had  recorded  the  vote  to  strike  it  out ;  and 
that  the  poll-books  were  not  all  delivered  to  him  for  several  days  after  the  election,  but  from  the  statements 
given  him  from  the  different  districts,  he  did  suppose  Mr.  Tanzey  was  elected  over  Mr.  Evans  some  fourteen  or 
fifteen  votes;  and  that  after  he  got  the  books  ail  in  his  possession,  and  some  nine  or  ten  days  after  the  election, 
(and  which  was  as  soon  as  he  bad  been  in  the  habit  of  returning  the  books  to  the  clerk's  office,)  he  counted  the 
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votes  of  Mr.  Tanzey  and  Mr.  Evans,  and  found  Mr.  Evans  to  be  fairly  elected  by  one  vote,  after  giving  Mr.  Tan- 
gey  all  the  advantage  of  counting." 

John  HanWay  states  "  that  he  was  present  at  the  election  held  at  the  courthouse  in  said  county  in  May  last, 
and  that  he  acted  as  one  of  the  commissioners  or  judges  of  the  said  election  on  that  day,  and  that  so  far  as  bo 
saw  or  believes  that  the  election  was  fair,  faithfully  and  honestly  conducted,  both  by  the  commissioners  and 
sheriffs ;  that  is  they  all  were  disposed  to  permit  all  persons  to  vote  who  were  entitled,  and  reject  all  such  as 
were  not  so  entitled,  to  the  best  of  his  judgment  and  belief." 

William  Burris  states  "that  when  John  Lumley  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  company  with  Caleb  Tanzey  took 
a  deposition  6omc  time  in  July,  he  thinks  on  the  13th  day,  of  James  Kelley,  which  deposition  was  taken  late 
in  the  evening  near  or  about  sun  down,  and  no  other  depositions  has  been  taken  by  said  Tanzey  before  or  since 
at  his  house." 

Thomas  P.  Ray  clerk  of  Monongalia,  states  "  that  it  has  not  been  customary  for  the  sheriffs  of  said  county 
to  return  the  polls  at  the  time  required  by  law,  that  the  late  senatorial  polls  were  not  returned  until  a  few  days 
since,  that  he  has  no  kuowlcdge  how  the  sheriffs  conducted  the  jwlls  at  the  late  election,  but  at  the  lime  heard 
no  complaint,  and  from  the  character  and  standing  of  these  officers  he  is  satisfied  they  would  do  nothing 
improper." 

James  Chadwick  states  that  at  the  late  election  held  in  Monongalia  county  he  voted  for  VVm.  F.  John  and 
John  Clayton  and  not  for  Caleb  Tanzey  as  he  understands  his  vote  has  been  recorded. 

Octavius  Haymond  stales  thai  after  the  election  held  at  Middlctown  last  spring  was  closed,  Conway  the 
sheriff  conducting  the  poll,  counted  the  votes  and  stated  to  him  that  Caleb  Tanzey  had  thirty-two  votes  at  said 
election. 

Perry  Fleming  states  "  that  he  was  a  clerk  to  take  the  poll  for  members  for  the  house  of  delegates  at  the 
last  spring  election  at  the  district  in  Middlctown,  and  that  the  sheriff  counted  the  poll ;  does  not  recollect  how- 
many  votes  Mr.  Tanzey  received  but  says  his  votes  were  correclly  jxilled  on  tho  poll-book." 

Jacob  Kerns  states  "  that  he  stood  by  at  Middletown  at  the  last  spring  election  and  saw  Conway  the  sheriff 
count  the  poll  at  the  close  of  the  election,  and  give  out  for  Octavius  Haymond  to  set  down,  and  tbat  be  recollects 
tbat  bo  the  sheriff  then  stated  that  Tanzey  had  thirty-two  votes." 

John  Conway  slates  "  that  he  was  one  of  the  commissioners  to  conduct  the  poll  at  the  last  Middletown 
election  in  said  county  of  Monongalia,  and  attended  until  three  or  four  o'clock  in  the  evening  and  left  the  room 
to  attend  to  business  of  his  own,  and  Caleb  Tanzey  had  twenty-nine  or  thirty  votes.  When  he  left  the  room  the 
election  was  nearly  over  as  I  then  thought  and  now  believe ;  Tanzey  1  suppose  could  not  have  got  but  a  few 
voles  after  I  left  as  well  as  the  other  candidates." 

Simon  Shores  states  "that  at  the  close  of  the  election  at  Middletown  in  said  county  of  Monongalia  at  the 
late  election  he  counted  tbe  poll-book  in  the  hands  of  sheriff  Conway  and  recollects  tbat  Caleb  Tanzey's  vole 
was  thirty-two  in  number  and  that  he  took  a  list  of  the  same." 

Thomas  S.  Haymond  stales  "  that  he  was  a  candidate  for  congress  at  the  late  election  in  Virginia ;  that  he 
attended  the  polls  at  Morgantown  the  county  scat  for  said  county,  and  that  he  believes  the  poll  was  justly  and 
fairly  conducted  so  far  as  he  was  enabled  to  judge ;  the  crowd  was  very  great  and  it  is  probable  that  some  men 
voted  who  by  law  were  not  entitle  1,  but  such  voles  were  as  likely  to  be  cast  in  favour  of  one  candidate  as  the 
other." 

James  Kendall  slates  44  that  he  attended  the  election  at  the  courthouse  in  Monongalia  county  ;  that  he  was 
all  the  time  opposed  to  the  election  of  Caleb  Tanzey,  and  that  when  he  voted  it  was  his  intention  to  vote  for 
Clayton  and  Morgan  for  the  house  of  delegates,  and  he  verily  believes  he  did  so  vote  although  he  may  have 
called  Tanzey's  name  in  a  mistake,  but  he  thinks  it  not  likely ;  the  crowd  was  very  great  and  he  voted  in  a  hurry." 

John  Jones  states  44  that  he  was  one  of  the  commissioners  to  superintend  the  election  for  members  of  the 
bouse  of  delegates  at  the  Swamp  district  in  the  county  of  Monongalia  Va.  on  the  23d  day  of  May  1839,  and 
when  the  polls  was  closed  and  counted  the  polls  kept  for  Caleb  Tanzey  did  not  correspond,  they  differing  some 
three  or  four  votes,  and  they  were  sent  off  without  any  alteration." 

George  Shahan  states  44  that  be  attended  the  election  at  tbe  Swamp  district  in  May  last  in  Monongalia 
county  Va-  and  he  there  voted  for  Wm.  F.  John  and  Hillery  Boggess  for  the  house  of  delegates,  and  that  he 
did  not  vote  for  Caleb  Tanzey." 

Abraham  Wilson  states  44  that  he  acted  as  commissioner  at  the  before  mentioned  election,  and  that  when  tbe 
polls  were  closed  the  one  kept  for  Caleb  Tanzey  did  not  agree  by  some  three  or  four  votes,  and  that  be  rolled  up 
the  poll-books  himself  and  sent  them  off  in  that  situation." 

John  J.  Snyder  states  44  that  he  attended  the  election  at  the  Swamp  district  in  May  last  in  Monongalia 
county  Va.,  and  was  present  at  the  time  Michael  Nase  came  forward  to  vote  and  that  said  Nase  voted  for  Hille- 
ry Boggess,  and  the  commissioners  not  understanding  distinctly  who  the  other  vole  was  given  to,  be,  Nase,  was 
enquired  of  by  one  of  the  commissioners  who  the  other  vote  was  given  to,  and  he,  Nase,  said  to  Evans." 

John  Haymond  states  44  that  he  attended  the  election  and  was  one  of  tbe  clerks  that  kept  the  assembly  poll 
at  tbe  election  district  at  the  Swamps  in  Monongalia  county  Virginia,  in  May  last,  and  when  Michael  Nase  "came 
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forward  to  vote  he  appeared  to  be  confused,  and  thinks  that  he  first  said  he,  Nase,  voted  for  Boggess  and  Tanzey, 
but  before  the  vote  was  recorded  by  me  he  was  called  on  by  one  of  the  commissioners  to  know  certainly  who  he 
did  vote  for,  and  he,  Nase,  said  Hillery  Boggess  and  James  Evans." 

And  such  being  the  whole  of  the  testimony  submitted,  neither  the  originals  of  any  of  the  poll-books  or  co- 
pies thereof  being  exhibited  before  your  committee,  and  the  petitioner  in  his  memorial  disclaiming  all  intention 
to  charge  or  insinuate  against  any  one  any  intentional  wrong  in  the  conducting  and  superintending  of  said  elec- 
tion, your  committee  have  been  unable  to  see  that  any  such  fraud,  irregularity  or  illegality  is  proved  to  have  ex- 
isted in  the  recent  election  held  in  Monongalia  county  on  the  23d  May  last  for  delegates  to  the  present  house  of 
delegates,  either  during  said  election  or  afterwards,  connected  with  the  poll-books,  as  to  justify  the  conclusion 
that  said  election  should  be  set  aside  either  in  whole  or  in  part.  If  illegality  or  fraud  was  established  sufficient 
to  annul  the  election  of  James  Evans  the  sitting  member,  the  county  of  Monongalia  being  entitled  to  two  dele- 
gates, and  no  one  contesting  the  seat  of  John  Clayton  esq.,  the  other  delegate  from  said  county,  a  grave  question 
might  arise  how  far  an  election  in  a  county  for  more  than  one  delegate  to  the  general  assembly,  which  is  em- 
phatically an  election  one  and  indivisible,  can  be  set  aside  for  alleged  illegality  or  fraud  as  to  one  member  without 
vitiating  it  in  loto  as  to  both — how  such  illegality  or  fraud  in  one  and  the  same  election  can  so  operate  as  to  vitiate 
in  part  and  not  in  the  whole,  can  leave  the  election  but  half  accomplished,  and  the  electors  but  partially  delivered 
of  the  elective  franchise.  But  the  conclusion  to  which  your  committee  have  come  touching  the  main  point  in- 
volved in  this  controversy  renders  a  decision  of  this  question  and  a  solution  of  the  difficulties  around  it  unneces- 
sary. They  have  bestowed  upon  the  facts  developed  by  the  testimony  all  the  consideration  which  the  impor- 
tance of  the  subject  referred  to  them  seem  to  claim,  and  they  have  not  been  able  to  see  any  thing  which  tends 
to  sustain  the  material  allegations  set  forth  in  the  memorial  of  the  petitioner.  The  fact  that  all  the  poll-books 
were  not  lodged  with  the  clerk  of  the  county  by  the  proper  officer  within  the  time  required  by  law  is  of  itself 
surely  not  sufficient  to  vitiate  an  election  ;  for  it*  so,  then  annually,  your  committee  believe,  one  half  of  the  elec- 
tions in  the  commonwealth  might  be  declared  null  and  void — and  in  this  particular  case  the  evidence  proves 
that  the  poll-books  for  the  senatorial  election  held  in  May  last  in  the  county  of  Monongalia  were  not  returned  to 
and  lodged  with  the  clerk  of  the  county  until  within  a  short  time  back,  nor  have  your  committee  been  able  to 
see  among  the  depositions  any  the  slightest  evidence  of  an  alteration  of  the  poll-books  for  the  county  election, 
after  said  election  was  closed ;  or  that  the  same  were  in  any  form  or  manner  changed  or  mutilated — and  in  the 
absence  of  such  evidence,  or  of  all  evidence,  that  the  names  of  any  person  or  persons  were  added  to  or  sub- 
tracted from  said  polls  or  any  of  them,  your  committee  were  impelled  to  the  conclusion  that  said  books  were 
when  finally  cast  up  and  the  result  giving  to  the  silting  member  a  majority  over  the  petitioner,  in  the  same  con- 
dition as  to  the  recorded  votes  as  they  were  at  the  close  of  the  election — nor  is  the  fact  that  one  or  more  indivi- 
duals rejected  at  the  polls,  even  if  wrongfully  rejected  by  the  superintendents  of  the  election,  a  sufficient  ground 
in  the  opinion  of  this  committee  to  nullify  and  wholly  vitiate  an  election — otherwise  the  close  of  the  polls  instead 
of  affording  a  respite  to  party  excitements  and  a  temporary  repose  at  least  to  political  contests,  would  be  but 
the  continuation,  if  not  the  commencement,  of  increased  bitterness  and  aggravated  feuds. 

In  this  contest  it  appears  that  six  individuals,  to  wit :  Francis  M.  Brand,  Alexander  Scott,  Edward  Bussey, 
Samuel  Paltou,  George  W.  Simpkins  and  Selby  Sapp  were  rejected  at  the  polls  and  refused  the  privilege  of 
voting  by  the  superintendents  ot  the  election,  whether  at  the  courthouse  or  at  the  precincts  is  not  distinctly  dis- 
closed by  the  evidence — two  of  them  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  upon  their  own  evidence,  were  properly 
rejected — and  three  others  upon  similar  evidence,  had  at  least  but  a  doubtful  claim  to  the  right  of  suffrage — and 
Selby  Sapp,  the  last  and  sixth,  whose  vote  according  to  the  evidence  of  some  was  wholly  recorded,  and  from 
other  evidence  was  but  partially  so,  and  afterwards,  though  before  any  other  vote  was  polled,  stricken  from  the 
poll-books,  was  according  to  his  own  evidence  wholly  an  illegal  voter;  and  when  the  memorialist  himself  in  his 
petition  filed  acquits  all  connected  with  the  recent  election  in  the  county  of  Monongalia  of  intentional  wrong, 
your  committee  are  necessarily  constrained  to  presume  that  in  the  absence  of  evidence  to  the  contrary  that  the 
officers  conducting  and  superintending  said  election  acted  therein  in  good  faith  and  with  no  improper  or  sinister 
motive,  and  have  consequently  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

3.  Retolced,  That  the  memorial  of  the  said  Caleb  Tanzey  be  rejected. 
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STATEMENTS 


BANK  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  ITS  BRANCHES, 

In  reply  to  a  Resolution  of  the  Committee  on  Banks. 


BANK  OF  VIRGINIA,  January  1st,  1840. 

To  N.  E.  Venable,  Esq. 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Banks. 

SIR, 

In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  your  committee,  adopted  on  the  12tb  ult.,  I  now  enclose  state- 
ments prepared  at  this  bank  and  by  the  several  branches  thereof  (with  the  exception  of  the  branch  at  Charles- 
ton) which  seem  to  be  required  by  the  terms  of  that  resolution.  The  return  from  Charleston  not  having  arrived, 
the  remoteness  in  the  location  of  that  branch  renders  it  uncertain  at  this  season  when  it  will  be  received ;  and 
it  is  considered  not  to  be  of  sufficient  importance  longer  to  delay  this  report.  When  it  comes  to  band  it  shall  be 
duly  submitted. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

A.  ROBINSON,  Jr.  Cashier. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  on  the  17th  and  24th  days  of  Septem- 
ber 1839,  and  the  1st  and  8tb  days  of  October  1839  : 

Sundry  discounts  were  made  as  staled  on  the  oflering  book. 

At  a  called  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  on  Friday  the  11th  day  of  Oc- 
tober 1839 : 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted : 

Information  having  reached  Richmond  that  the  banks  of  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  have  made  a  tempo- 
rary suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  it  being  the  opinion  of  this  board  that  under  such  circumstances  it  will 
be  inexpedient  in  this  institution  to  continue  specie  payments,  by  which  the  vaults  of  the  bank  would  soon  be 
exhausted  without  the  hope  of  replenishing  them  : 

Resolved  therefore,  That  the  president  be  authorized  and  instructed  to  confer  with  the  other  banks  in  this 
city  and  to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  deemed  expedient  and  proper  under  existing  circumstances  in  regard 
to  a  temporary  suspension  of  specie  payments. 

Resolved  also,  That  this  bank  pledges  itself  not  to  enlarge  the  amount  of  the  outstanding  debts  of  the  bank 
during  the  suspension  of  cash  payments. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  on  the  15th  day  of  October  1839: 
Ordered,  That  the  cashier  be  instructed  to  cause  all  the  accommodation  paper  payable  to  this  bank  (if  not 

paid  at  maturity)  to  be  duly  protested,  unless  the  endorsers  thereon  shall  agree  in  writing  to  waive  exception  as 

to  the  formality  of  demand,  protest  and  notice  of  non-payment  in  each  case. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  on  the  22d  October  1839 : 

The  president  being  absent,  Robert  Gwathmey  by  appointment  look  the  chair.  The  cashier  informed  the 
board  that  notes  issued  by  this  bank  and  payable  here  to  the  amount  of  S  bad  this  morning  been 

presented  and  a  demand  made  therefor  of  coin,  or  a  check  on  New  York  at  par,  and  that  if  the  demand  was  not 
satisfied  the  notes  would  in  his  opinion  be  protested,  and  he  requested  the  board  under  the  existing  state  of 
things  explicitly  to  order  what  course  should  be  pursued  in  the  case  :  Whereupon  it  was  advised  (without  any 
dissent)  that  the  demand  aforesaid  be  settled  by  check  on  New  York. 

At  a  called  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  on  the  24th  day  of  October  1839  : 
The  president  being  sick,  Robert  Gwathmey  was  appointed  president  j>ro  tern.,  and  took  the  chair.    The  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  in  all  cases  where  a  demand  is  made  upon  the  obligations  of  this  bank,  the  demands  be  sa- 
tisfied by  checks  on  New  York  at  such  rate  of  exchange  as  the  cashiers  of  the  several  banks  in  this  city  by  con- 
ference shall  determine,  and  in  case  any  oiler  so  to  settle  shall  not  be  acceded  to,  this  bank  leaves  the  applicant 
to  take  his  course. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Batik  of  Virginia  on  the  29th  day  of  October  1839 : 
The  president  of  the  bank  who  by  resolution  of  the  11th  instant  was  authorized  and  instructed  to  confer 
with  the  other  banks  in  this  city,  and  to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  deemed  expedient  and  proper  under 
existing  circumstances  in  regard  to  a  temporary  suspension  of  specie  payments,  presented  the  following  paper, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  journal : 

"RICHMOND,  11th  October  1S39. 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  presidents  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Va.  and  of  the  Exchange 
Bank  of  Virginia  at  Richmond,  who  were  appointed  severally  on  behalf  of  their  respective  institutions  to  confer 
and  decide  what  measures  had  become  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  banks  resulting  from  the  suspension 
of  specie  payments  by  the  bunks  of  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore : 

"  Resolved,  That  it  has  become  necessary  by  the  course  of  the  banks  of  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  and 
the  unusual  demands  to  which  the  banks  of  this  city  are  thereby  exposed  for  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  the  Farmers 
Bank  of  Virginia,  und  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Richmond  to  suspend  specie  payments  for  the  present. 

JOHN  BROCKENBROUCH,  FresH  B'k  of  Va. 

WM.  H.  MACFARLAND,  Pres't  F.  B.  Va. 

JAMES  CASKIE,  FresH  Office  D.  iy  D.  Exchange  B'k  of  Fa." 

Ordered,  That  the  president  be  authorized  to  subscribe  in  the  name  and  for  the  use  of  this  bank  forlwenty- 
threo  additional  shares  in  the  Belle  Isle  manufacturing  company,  and  that  the  cashier  be  directed  to  pay  for  the 

same. 

The  following  resolution  was  proposed  : 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  authorized  to  give  assurance  in  such  form  as  may  be  requisite  to  the  trea- 
sury department  that  the  office  of  this  bank  at  Portsmouth  will  continue  to  pay  its  debts  in  coin,  and  particularly 
that  it  will  fulfil  any  engagements  that  it  may  enter  into  with  the  department  for  the  object  of  receiving  and  dis- 
bursing in  coin  any  sum  of  money  which  may  be  placed  there  in  coin  by  the  government  or  its  agents. 

Whereupon  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vaden  it  was  ordered  that  the  question  of  agreeing  to  the  said  resolution 
be  decided  by  taking  the  ayes  and  noes.  The  names  of  those  who  voted  in  favour  of  the  said  resolution  are  the 
president,  Messrs.  Triplett,  Gwathmey,  Bosher,  Cushy,  Deunc,  Gay  and  Taylor — 8.  And  those  who  voted  in 
the  negative  are  Messrs.  Valentine,  Harris,  Womble,  Vaden  and  Burfoot — 5.    And  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  on  the  6th  day  of  November  1S39 : 
Mr.  Gwathmey  took  the  chair  by  appointment,  and  sundry  discounts  were  made. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  on  the  12th  of  November  1839  : 
Sundry  discounts  were  made. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  on  the  19th  day  of  November  1S39  : 
On  motion,  llrsoktd,  That  the  resolution  of  the  office  of  this  Bank  at  Norfolk  passed  on  the  12th  of  Novem- 
ber 1S39  in  regard  to  the  receipts  from  and  payments  to  the  paymaster  of  the  army  at  Norfolk  be  sanctioned  by 
this  board  provided  the  secretary  of  war  shall  determine  lo  place  funds  there. 

Ordircd,  That  the  cashier  give  public  notice  to  the  stockbolders  of  this  bank  that  according  to  the  6th  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  assembly  passed  the  22d  March  1837,  "establishing  general  regulations  for  the  incorporation 
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of  banks,"  this  bank  appoints  that  a  general  meeting  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  January  next  at  12  o'clock 
A.  M.  in  this  bank  for  the  appointment  on  their  part  of  five  directors  of  the  principal  bank  and  of  four  directors 
for  each  of  the  branches,  who  shall  be  stockholders  holding  at  least  five  shares  each,  to  be  citizens  of  this  state, 
to  serve  with  other  directors  to  be  appointed  by  the  executive  the  ensuing  year. 

That  as  the  institution  since  the  last  election  of  directors  has  by  act  of  the  stockholders  been  placed  under 
an  entirely  new  organization,  it  is  deemed  advisable  that  a  full  representation  of  the  shares  may  be  had,  and  to 
that  end  that  proxies  may  be  properly  executed  and  forwarded  in  season  by  such  stockholders  as  may  find  it  in- 
convenient to  attend  in  person. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  of  Virginia  on  the  20th  day  of  November  1839  : 
The  president  presented  the  followiug  preamble  and  resolution  of  the  branch  at  Norfolk,  and  stated  that 
he  had  been  desired  to  obtain  the  consideration  and  concurrence  of  this  board  to  the  same  : 

"  Office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Norfolk  November  ISth,  1S39 : 
"  Whereas  George  Loyall,  the  United  States  navy  agent  at  Norfolk  acting  under  instructions  from  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy,  has  applied  to  this  office,  in  which  the  said  agent  has  been  in  the  habit  of  making  his  depo- 
sits of  public  money,  to  give  him  the  said  Loyall  a  written  obligation  to  secure  the  return  of  such  deposits  punc- 
tually when  wanted  in  such  kind  of  money  as  has  been  or  may  hereafter  be  placed  by  him  as  navy  agent  afore- 
said in  the  said  office,  and  this  board  acceding  to  the  said  application  and  consenting  to  furnish  the  said  security : 
"  Resolved  there/ore.  That  all  sums  of  money  which  have  been  deposited  and  which  now  remain  on  deposit 
in  this  office  to  the  credit  of  the  said  navy  agent,  or  which  may  hereafter  bo  deposited  therein  by  the  said  agent, 
will  be  punctually  returned  whenever  the  same  shall  be  required  by  him  in  the  same  kind  of  money  as  has  been 
or  may  hereafter  be  placed  in  the  said  office  by  the  navy  agent  aforesaid,  and  if  his  deposits  have  been  or  at  any 
time  hereafter  shall  be  in  specie  or  its  equivalent,  then  his  checks  upon  this  office  shall  be  paid  in  specie  or  its 
equivalent  if  so  required  by  the  public  creditor. 

"  The  above  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to  by  the  board. 

WM.  B.  LAMB,  President." 

Whereupon  this  board  after  due  consideration  of  the  foregoing  communication  have  to  remark  that  in  pro- 
posing to  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  instruct  the  navy  agent  and  pursers  at  Norfolk  to  deposit  the  public  money 
coming  into  their  hands  in  the  office  at  Portsmouth  on  the  score  of  its  being  the  nearest  specie  paying  bank,  their 
object  was  simply  to  secure  to  the  institution  any  benefit  there  might  be  from  the  receipt  and  disbursement  of 
the  public  money  through  that  office  ;  but  should  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy  from  such  re- 
presentations as  may  be  made  to  him  to  change  his  instructions  to  George  Loyall  esquire,  this  board  has  no  he- 
sitation in  sanctioning  and  do  hereby  sanction  the  act  of  the  office  at  Norfolk  in  regard  to  the  agreement  into 
which  it  has  entered  with  Mr.  Loyall. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  on  the  2Gth  day  of  November  1839  : 
On  the  motion  of  the  president  the  following  order  was  made : 

Should  the  secretary  of  war  instruct  col.  It.  E.  DeRupy  to  deposit  the  public  money  passing  through  his 
hands  in  the  office  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Norfolk,  this  bank  hereby  gives  its  sanction  to  the  agreement  en- 
tered into  with  col.  DeRupy  by  the  said  office. 

The  aforegoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  president  and  directors  of  tho  Bank 
of  Virginia  from  the  17th  day  ol  September  to  the  26th  November  1S39,  inclusive. 

A.  ROBINSON,  Jr.,  Cashier. 
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A  Statement  of  the  amount  of  Not*  and  Bills  offered  for  Discount  at  the  Bank 
required  by  law,  from  the  15th  September  to  the  1st  of 
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A.  ROBINSON,  Jr.  Cashier. 


BRANCH  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA— PETERSBURG. 

A  copy  from  the  minute  book  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  Virginia  in  Petersburg  from  the  12th 
day  of  September  last  to  the  2SM  of  November,  inclusive,  made  in  conformity  mth  a  resolution  of  the  committee  on 
banks,  12th  December  1839. 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  Virginia  in  Petersburg,  Thursday,  September 
12, 1839: 

Present,  Charles  F.  Osborne,  president  pro  tern.,  John  Y.  Stockdell,  Andrew  Kcvan,  W.  Pannill,  N.  M.  Mar- 
tin, Benjamin  C.  Wherry  and  F.  C.  Stainback. 

Ordered,  That  R.  F.  Hannon  be  required  to  reduce  his  note  of  fourteen  hundred  dollars,  discounted  this 
day,  by  the  payment  of  four  hundred  dollars  at  the  expiration  of  sixty  days;  and  that  the  cashier  notify  Mr. 
Hannon  of  this  order.  And  then  after  ordering  the  several  notes  and  bills  entered  in  the  offering-book  and  ac- 
cepted to  be  discounted,  the  board  adjourned. 

C.  F.  OSBORNE,  President  pro  tern." 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  Virginia  in  Petersburg,  Thursday,  September 
19,1839: 

Present,  J.  W.  Pegram,  president,  J.  Y.  Stockdell,  William  Pannill,  C.  F.  Osborne,  Thomas  Branch,  N.  M. 
Martin,  Benjamin  C.  Wherry,  Andrew  Kevan  and  F.  C.  Stainback. 

Ordered,  That  George  W.  Harrison  be  required  to  reduce  his  debt  to  this  bank  by  the  payment  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars  in  January  next,  and  one  thousand  dollars  in  the  following  May ;  and  that  the  cashier  notify  Mr. 
Harrison  of  this  order.  And  then  after  ordering  the  several  notes  and  bills  entered  in  the  offering-book  and  ac- 
cepted to  be  discounted,  the  board  adjourned. 

J.  W.  PEGRAM,  President." 
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"  At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  Virginia  in  Petersburg,  Thursday, 
26,  1839 : 

Present,  J.  \V.  Pegram,  president,  J.  Y.  Stockdell,  M.  Macfarland,  C.  F.  Osborne,  F.  C.  Stainback,  Thomas 
Branch,  N.  M.  Martin,  Andrew  Kevan,  William  Pannill  and  Benjamin  C.  Wherry. 

Ordered,  That  the  executors  of  Thomas  Atkinson  deceased  be  required  to  retire  their  accommodation  note 
of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  discounted  to-day,  by  the  payment  of  five  hundred  dollars  at  each  renewal;  and  ihat 
the  cashier  notify  the  parties  of  this  order. 

Unsolved,  That  the  cashier  pay  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Maryland  fifty  dollars,  for  the  half  of  a  one  hundred 
dollar  note  of  this  office  No.  200S,  upon  receiving  from  the  bank  a  refunding  obligation. 

Resolved,  That  the  debtors  of  this  bank  whose  accommodation  and  floating  notes  have  been  standing  and 
renewed  for  12  months  and  more,  be  required  to  reduce  their  debts  by  the  payment  of  5  per  cent,  on  their  pre- 
sent amounts  at  each  renewal,  to  commence  sixty  days  after  they  respectively  fall  due— the  notes  discounted  to- 
day to  be  reduced  at  maturity. 

Gustavus  Cleemann  having  tendered  his  six  negotiable  notes  for  .five  hundred  dollars  each,  payable  at  the 
respective  dates  mentioned  in  the  resolution  of  the  board  of  the  ISth'of  July  last,  with  three  satisfactory  endor- 
sers:  It  is  unanimously  recommended  to  the  parent  board  to  accept  the  same,  and  in  consideration  thereof  to 
release  the  whole  amount  of  the  debts  due  as  aforesaid  to  this  bank  by  the  said  Gustavus  Cleemann. 

The  board  then  after  ordering  the  several  notes  and  bills  entered  in  the  offering-book  and  accepted  to-day  to 
be  discounted,  adjourned. 

J.  W.  PEGRAM,  President." 

*'  At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  Virginia  in  Petersburg,  Thursday,  October  3,  1839  : 
Present,  Joseph  Bragg,  president  pro  tern.,  John  Y.  Stockdell,  William  Pannill,  Benjamin  C.  Wherry,  C.  F. 
Osborne,  Andrew  Kevan,  N.  M.  Martin  and  F.  C.  Stainback. 

The  following  communication  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  recorded : 

BANK  OF  VIRGINIA,  October  1,  1839. 

••DEAR  SIR, 

Your  favour  of  yesterday  with  the  accompanying  resolution  of  your  board  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Cleemann's  debts  was  submitted  to  our  board  to-day,  and  the  recommendation  confirmed. 

(Signed)  JOHN  BROCKENBROUGH,  President. 

To  Gen.  J.  TV.  Pegram,  President." 

Ordered,  That  Benjamin  Moody  retire  his  accommodation  note  of  twenty-seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 
discounted  to-day,  by  the  payment  of  one  thousand  dollars  at  the  next  renewal,  and  the  balance  sixty  days 
thereafter. 

Ordered,  That  Thomas  Whitworth  reduce  his  note  of  two  thousand  dollars  discounted  to-day  by  the  pay- 
ment of  five  hundred  dollars  at  the  renewal  of  the  same  ;  and  that  the  cashier  notify  the  parties  of  these  orders. 

The  several  notes  and  bills  entered  in  the  offering-book  and  accepted  to-day  were  ordered  to  be  discounted ; 
and  the  board  then  adjourned. 

J.  BRAGG,  President  pro  tern." 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  Virginia  in  Petersburg,  Thursday,  October  10, 1839  : 

Present,  Joseph  Bragg,  president  pro  tern.,  John  Y.  Stockdell,  William  Pannill,  Benjamin  C.  Wherry,  L.  H. 
Peebles,  N.  M.  Martin,  D'Arcy  Paul,  Thomas  Branch,  Audrcw  Kevnu  and  F.  C.  Stainback. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  order  made  on  the  26th  September  last,  requiting  the  debtors  of  this  bank  to 
reduce  their  debts,  &c.  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

The  several  notes  and  bills  entered  in  the  offering-book  and  accepted  were  ordered  to  be  discounted,  and 
the  board  then  adjourned. 

J.  BRAGG,  President  pro  tern." 

"  At  a  special  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Brach  Bank  of  Virginia  in  Petersburg,  on  Saturday* 
October  12,  1S39,  convened  in  consequence  of  information  having  reached  here  of  the  suspension  of  cash  pay- 
ments by  the  banks  of  Philadelphia,  Baltimore  and  Washington  City: 

Present,  J.  W.  Pegram,  president,  Joseph  Bragg,  J.  Y.  Stockdell,  William  Pannill,  Benjamin  C.  Wherry, 
C.  F.  Osborne,  Thomas  Branch,  L.  H.  Peebles,  N.  M.  Martin,  Andrew  Kevan,  D'Arcy  Paul  and  F.  C 
Stainback. 
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The  following  resolution  was  adopted  with  one  dissenting  voice  : 

Resolved,  That  this  board  will  not  now  order  a  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  this  office ;  but  if  such  a 
course  shall  appear  required  by  the  safety  and  welfare  of  the  institution,  the  executive  officers  may  have  tbe 
power  and  discretion  to  cease  specie  payments  whenever  they  shall  consider  it  prudent  and  necessary.  The 
board  then  adjourned. 

J.  W.  PEGRAM,  President." 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  branch  Bank  of  Virginia  in  Petersburg  Thursday  October  17, 1839: 
Present — James  W.  Pegram,  president,  Joseph  Bragg,  M.  Macfarland,  A.  Kevan,  J.  Y.  Stockdell,  Tho. 

Branch,  D'Arcy  Paul,  Wm.  Pannill,  L.  H.  Peebles,  Benj.  C.  Wherry  and  F.  C.  Stainback. 

The  several  notes  and  bills  entered  in  the  offering-book  and  accepted  were  ordered  to  be  discounted,  and 

then  the  board  adjourned. 

J.  W.  PEGRAM,  President." 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  branch  Bank  of  Virginia  in  Petersburg  Thursday  October  24,  1839  : 
Present — J.  W.  Pegram,  president,  Jos.  Bragg,  C.  F.  Osborne,  Benj.  C.  Wherry,  J.  Y.  Stockdell,  Tho. 

Branch,  D'Arcy  Paul,  W.  Pannill,  L.  H.  Peebles,  A.  Kevan,  and  Francis  C.  Stainback. 

The  several  notes  and  bills  entered  in  the  offering-book  and  accepted  were  ordered  to  be  discounted,  and 

then  the  board  adjourned. 

J.  W.  PEGRAM,  President." 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  branch  Bank  of  Virginia  in  Petersburg  Thursday  October  31,  1839  : 
Present — J.  W.  Pegram,  president,  Joseph  Bragg,  M.  Macfarland,  Tho.  Branch,  J.  Y.  Stockdell,  B.  C. 

Wherry,  A.  Keevan,  W.  Pannill,  L.  H.  Peebles  and  F.  C.  Stainback. 

The  several  notes  and  bills  entered  in  the  offering-book  and  accepted  were  ordered  to  be  discounted,  and 

then  the  board  adjourned. 

J.  W.  PEGRAM,  President." 
"  At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  branch  Bank  of  Virginia  in  Petersburg  Thursday  November  7, 
1839: 

Present— J.  W.  Pegram,  president,  C.  F.  Osborne,  B.  C.  Wherry,  A.  Kevan,  J.  Y.  Stockdell,  N.  M.  Mar- 
tin, Tho.  Branch,  W.  Pannill,  D'Arcy  Paul.  L.  H.  Peebles,  and  F.  C"  Stainback. 

A  letter  from  C.  H.  Leverich  of  New  York  was  read  asking  this  board  to  receive  the  amount  of  his  note  for 
$  held  by  the  bank  and  due  24-27  January  next  (to  be  paid  on  or  before  the  first  of  December) 

in  Virginia  funds  less  the  interest  on  the  amount  from  1st  December  to  the  27ih  January. 

Whereupon  it  was  resolved  that  payment  will  be  received  for  the  said  note  of  S  as  proposed 

by  Mr.  Leverich  ;  and  the  board  then,  after  ordering  the  several  notes  and  bills  entered  in  the  offering-book  and 
accepted  to  be  discounted,  adjourned. 

J.  W.  PEGRAM,  President." 

«  At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  branch  Bank  of  Virginia  in  Petersburg  Thursday  November  14, 1839  : 
Present— J.  W.  Pegram,  president,  Joseph  Bragg,  C.  F.  Osborne,  Tho.  Branch,  J.  Y.  Stockdell,  D'Arcy  Paul, 

N.  M.  Martin,  M.  Macfarland,  W.  Pannill,  A.  Kevan  and  F.  C.  Stainback. 

Tbe  several  notes  and  bills  entered  in  the  offering-book  and  accepted  were  ordered  to  be  discounted,  and 

then  the  board  adjourned. 

J.  W.  PEGRAM,  President." 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  branch  Bank  of  Virginia  in  Petersburg  Thursday  November  21, 1839  : 
Present— James  W.  Pegram,  president,  Jos.  Bragg,  C.  F.  Osborne,  J.  Y.  Stockdell,  Th.  Branch,  M.  Mac- 
farland, A.  Kevan,  B.  C.  Wherry,  N.  M.  Martin  and  F.  C.  Stainback. 

The  several  notes  and  bills  entered  in  the  offering-book  and  accepted  were  ordered  to  be  discounted,  and 
tbe  board  adjourned." 


Digitized  by  Google 


[Doc.  No.  20.] 


7 


"  At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  branch  Bank  of  Virginia  in  Petersburg  Thursday  November  28, 1839 : 
Present — J.  W.  Pegram,  president,  Joseph  Bragg,  And.  Kevan,  The.  Branch,  M.  Macfarland,  N.  M.  Mar- 
tin, J.  Y.  Stockdell,  C.  F.  Osborne,  Bern.  C.  Wherry  and  F.  C.  Stainback. 

The  several  notes  and  bills  entered  in  the  offering-book  and  accepted  were  ordered  to  be  discounted,  and 
the  board  then  adjourned. 

J.  W.  PEGRAM,  President." 


BRANCH  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 

Petersbubg,  Dec.  20th,  1839. 

I,  James  W.  Pegram,  president  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Petersburg, 
do  certify  that  the  foregoing  extracts  are  true  copies  from  the  minute-book  of  the  board  of  directors  of  this  branch. 

J.  W.  PEGRAM,  President. 


A  Statement  of  the  amount  of  Notes  and  Bill*  offered  for  discount  at  the  Branch  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Petersburg 
in  each  of  the  classes  required  by  law,  from  t/te  12th  September  to  the  2Sth  November  1839,  inclusive. 
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■(  11 

Rejected, 

5192  91 

6665  14 

11858  05 

73354  92 

"  17, 

Discounted, 

5563  85 

25710  80 

31274  65 

11  H 

Rejected, 

4850  59 

16565  39 

21415  98 

52690  63 

■  24, 

Discounted, 

10095  19 

16550  00 

26645  19 

ii  ii 

Rejected, 

3075  82 

9160  25 

12236  07 

38881  26 

"  31, 

Discounted, 

4700  00 

28900  00 

15200  00 

48800  00 

i<  ii 

Rejected, 

3678  89 

1666  66 

5345  55 

54145  55 

No».  7, 

Discounted, 

5811  52 

22500  00 

28311  52 

■i  <■ 

Rejected, 

1348  64 

1248  64 

29560  16 

"  14, 

Discounted, 

6656  58 

26120  00 

32776  58 

<i  ■■ 

Rejected, 

1200  00 

1200  00 

33976  58 

"  21, 

Discounted, 

7420  63 

27035  76 

34456  39 

44  44 

Rejected, 

1803  01 

4000  00 

5803  01 

40259  39 

"  28, 

Discounted, 

7358  71 

19300  00 

39500  40 

66159  11 

ii  ii 

Rejected, 

5241  26 

12583  60 

• 

- 

17824  86 

83983  97 

D.  H.  BRANCH,  Discount  Clerk. 
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A  Statement  of  the  amount  of  Notc$  and  Bills  Discounted  and  Rejected  in  the  donee  of  «  Accommodation,  Floating 
and  Real,"  offered  at  tlie  Branch  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Petersburg,  from  the  12th  September  to  the  28th  November 
*       1839,  inclusive. 
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17824  86 

The  discounts  from  the  12th  September  to  the  14th  November  will  shew  the  amount  of  accom- 
modation paper  to  be    -  .       ,        .  .  .  $  97,490  10 
Also  the  amount  of  notes  which  had  been  discounted  and  renewed  in  the  same  form,  called 

«« floating,"  is  -----  -        200,948  40 

There  are  no  bills  which  had  been  discounted  and  renewed. 
The  "real  or  business"  paper  discounted  from  the  12th  September  to  the  28th  November,  in- 
clusive, amounts  to       -  -  -  -  -  -         88,110  24 

The  "  inland  bills  of  exchange"  on  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  New  York  and  Boston,  discounted 
by  the  executive  officers  of  this  bank  from  the  15th  September  1S39  to  1st  December, 
amount  to  1 96,076  SI 

The  discounts  on  the  14th  November  shew  the  commencement  of  the  renewal  of  sixty  days  notes  dis- 
counted on  the  12th  September. 

We  take  the  above  dates,  viz :  12th  September  and  28th  November,  being  discount  days  and  nearest  the 
time  designated  by  the  committee.  G.  W.  STALNBACK,  Cashier. 

December  21,  1839. 

♦  Reinstated.  t  Advance*  on  foreign  bills  of  exchange  same  time,  g  62,356  43. 
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OFFICE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA— NORFOLK. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  held  on  Tuesday,  17th  September  1839 : 
Present,  the  president  and  eight  directors. 
No  resolution  offered. 

At  a  meeting,  Tuesday,  24th  September : 
Present,  the  president  and  eight  directors. 

A  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  vault,  and  no  other  business  transacted. 

At  a  meeting,  Tuesday,  1st  October: 
Present,  the  president  aud  eight  directors. 

The  committee  reported  that  they  had  examined  the  vault  and  found  on  hand  the  amount  which  agreed 
with  the  teller's  settlement  and  accountant's  balance. 

At  a  meeting,  Tuesday,  the  Slh  October: 
Present,  the  president  and  nine  directors. 
Two  resolutions  were  passed,  viz : 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  from  and  after  this  date  there  be  a  curtail  required  of  5  per  cent,  every  60  days 
on  all  stock  notes,  and  that  notice  be  immediately  given  by  the  discount  clerk. 
On  a  proposition  of  Thomas  Rawlins  to  compromise,  &c. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  proposition  be  rejected,  and  that  the  attorney  for  the  bank  be  directed  to  pro- 
ceed forthwith  to  collect  the  debt  in  question. 

At  a  called  meeting  on  Friday,  the  11th  October: 
Present,  the  president  and  seven  directors. 
Two  resolutions  were  passed,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  in  consequence  of  the  information  received  this  morning  that  the  banks  of  Philadelphia  and 
Baltimore  had  suspended  specie  payments,  it  is  expedient  and  necessary  for  this  bank,  for  its  own  protection 
and  the  interest  of  the  whole  community,  to  pursue  tor  a  limited  period  the  same  course. 

Resolved,  That  be  a  committee  to  confer  with  committees  to  be  appointed  by  the  Exchange 

Bank  and  Farmers  Bank  on  the  subject  of  the  foregoing  resolution. 

At  a  meeting  the  loth  October  1839 : 
Present,  the  president  and  ten  directors. 
The  following  resolution  was  passed,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  upon  the  signing  and  executing  the  document  submitted  by  the  attorney  for  the  bank,  conti- 
nuing the  responsibility  of  endorsers  without  the  formality  of  protest,  the  notes  and  drafts  becoming  due  may 
not  be  protested. 

At  a  called  meeting  the  16th  October : 
Present,  the  president  and  six  directors. 

Resolved,  That  a  communication  received  from  col.  Garnctt,  &c  on  the  subject  of  issuing  small  notes,  be 
forwarded  to  the  mother  bank  for  consideration. 

At  a  meeting  the  22d  October : 

Present,  the  president  and  twelve  directors. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  requested  to  obtain  a  conference  of  the  three  boards  of  bank  directors  at 
such  time  and  place  as  may  be  most  convenient,  for  the  purpose  of  acting  in  concert  and  carrying  on  the  opera- 
tions of  the  banks  in  this  borough. 

A  meeting  the  29th  October : 

Present,  the  president  and  ten  directors. 

Resolved,  That  the  attorney  for  the  bank  be  authorized  to  proceed  to  Danville  for  tbe  purpose  of  investiga- 
ting the  affairs  of  Thomas  Rawlins,  with  a  view  of  getting  a  settlement  of  our  demand  against  the  said  Rawlins. 
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A  meeting  of  the  5th  November : 
Present,  the  president  and  ten  directors. 

On  Mr.  Cohen's  proposition  to  receive  checks  on  New  York  at  6  per  cent,  premium  for  our  notes 
Resolved  unanimoiuly,  That  in  the  existing  state  of  the  bank  it  is  inexpedient  to  accede  to  the  - 

At  a  meeting  held  the  12th  of  November  1839: 
Present,  the  president  and  eight  directors. 

Raolced  unanimously,  That  the  cashier  be  authorized  to  receive  and  pay  out  such  deposits  as  may  be  made 
by  the  navy  agent,  paymasters,  See.  in  such  manner  as  may  be  agreed  upon  between  the  parties. 

At  a  called  meeting  the  18th  November : 
Present,  the  president  and  six  directors. 

A  communication  from  the  navy  agent,  on  the  subject  of  continuing  bis  deposits  in  this  bank,  was  under 
sideration  and  forwarded  to  the  mother  bank  for  approval ;  and  Wm.  E.  Cunningham,  esq.  was  requested 
to  proceed  to  Richmond  forthwith  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  consent  of  the  mother  bank  to  an  agreement 
entered  into  between  the  navy  agent  and  officers  of  the  bank  to  pay  out  such  funds  as  he  might  deposit,  &c. 

At  a  meeting  held  the  19th  November : 
Present,  the  president  and  seven  directors. 

A  resolution  directing  the  cashier  to  write  to  Mr.  Poe,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Augusta,  to  deliver  H.  H. 
Cumming,  esq.  attorney  for  Ch.  Hatcher,  a  protested  bill  for  the  purpose  of  his  making  an  attachment  at  Mobile. 

At  a  meeting  held  Tuesday,  November  26  : 
Present,  the  president  and  seven  directors. 

Resolved,  That  Charles  Hatcher  be  authorized  to  sell  the  house  and  lot  on  Charlotte  street  on  which  this 

bank  has  a  lien  for  three  thousand  dollars  to  Cherry,  and  that  the  trustee  be  authorized  to  convey  the  same 

when  the  amount  shall  be  paid  in  bank  or  satisfactorily  secured. 

OFFICE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 
Norfolk,  December  the  19tb,  1839. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  accounts  of  the  proceedings  are  true,  being  a  full  representation  of  our 
record. 

THOM.  WILLIAMSON,  Ca,A'r. 

A  Statement  of  the  amount  of  Notes  and  Bills  offered  for  Discount  at  the  Office  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Norfolk 
in  each  of  the  classes  required  by  law  from  the  16th  September  to  1st  December  1839. 


Tim*  of  offorifif . 

lit  clw.  91093  ud 

■tin. 

not  eicexiiai  »l0000. 

3d  ctut^orar  tiWjW^od 

1830,  Sept  17, 

42771  98' 

Discounted, 

7627  50 

23854  48 

11290  00 

Rejected, 

4767  45 

4694  45 

* 

9461  90 

52233  83 

September  24, 

Discounted, 

8304  42 

41422  00 

49726  42 

Rejected, 

8943  00 

■ 

• 

8943  00 

58669  42 

October  1, 

Discounted, 

8226  53 

20835  00 

29061  53 

Rejected, 

8540  50 

1287  90 

• 

9828  40 

38889  93 

October  8, 

Discounted, 

5984  50 

40617  92 

46602  42 

Rejected, 

7541  20 

• 

■ 

7541  20 

54143  62 

October  15,  discou 

nted  nothing  (the  suspension  having  taken  place)  fro 

n  this  dale  to  the 

1st! 

December  1839. 

E  E 


THOM.  WILLIAMSON,  Cashier. 
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BRANCH  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA— PORTSMOUTH. 

The  following  is  a  true  copy  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  the  Bank  of 
Virginia  at  Portsmouth  from  the  15th  September  to  the  1st  December  1839,  furnished  pursuant  to  a  resolution 
of  the  committee  on  banks  dated  12th  December  1839: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  Bank  of  Virginia  in  Portsmouth  held  on  the  18th  Sep- 
tember 1839 : 

Present — Charles  A.  Grice,  Ovt.  Bernard,  William  Benthall,  Holt  Wilson,  John  Cocke  esqs.  directors: 
John  A.  Chandler  esq.  president  being  absent,  Charles  A.  Grice  esq.  was  duly  elected  president  pro  tern. 
Notes  and  bills  offered,  -  -  -  $  23,948  08 

Discounted,         -  -  15,365  98 

Adjourned. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  office  Bank  of  Virginia  in  Portsmouth  held  on  the  25th  day  of  Septem- 
ber 1839 : 

Present — Charles  A.  Grice,  John  Cocke,  Ovt.  Bernard,  Holt  Wilson,  directors. 
John  A.  Chandler  esq.  president,  being  absent,  Holt  Wilson  esq.  was  duly  elected  president  pro  tern. 
Notes  and  bills  offered,  -  -  -  -       $10,918  41 

Discounted,  -  -  -       7907  78 

Domestic  bills  offered,  -  -  -  -  107  91 

Purchased  by  com'tee         -         107  91 
The  bond  of  William  Knott,  watchman,  was  presented  to  the  board,  and  the  securities,  Wm.  Hinman  and 
W.  M.  Minter,  being  approved  of,  the  said  bond  was  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  spread  on  the  journal,  and  is 
in  these  words : 

"  Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  we,  William  Knott,  William  Hinman  and  William  M.  Minter  are 
held  and  firmly  bound  unto  the  president,  directors  and  company  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  in  the  just  and  full 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  lawful  money  of  Virginia  to  be  paid  to  the  said  president,  directors  and  company 
of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  and  their  successors  in  office,  to  the  payment  whereof  well  and  truly  to  be  made  we 
bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors  and  administrators  firmly  and  severally  firmly  by  these  presents. 

"  Sealed  with  our  seals  and  dated  this  10th  day  of  September  1839. 

"  The  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such  that  whereas  the  above  bound  William  Knott  has  been  appointed  a 
•watchman  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Portsmouth  to  continue  in  office  du- 
ring the  pleasure  of  the  board  of  said  office  of  discount  and  deposit  Now  if  the  said  William  Knott  shall  in 
all  things  well  and  truly  perform  and  discharge  all  the  duties  appertaining  to  his  office,  or  which  shall  or  may 
devolve  on  him  as  such  watchman  so  long  as  he  may  continue  in  his  said  office  of  watchman,  and  knowingly 
«hall  not  do  any  wrongful  act  injurious  to  the  president,  directors  and  company  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  by  rea- 
son or  colour  of  his  said  office,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void,  otherwise  to  remain  in  full  force  and  efiect. 

WILLIAM  KNOTT,  [Sea/.] 
his 

WILLIAM  j*  HINMAN,  [Seal.) 
mark. 

MILES  W.  MINTER,  [Seal."] 

Teste, 

W.  R.  Woods  nd. 

Adjourned. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  Bank  of  Virginia  in  Portsmouth  held  on  the  2d  day  of 
October  1839 : 

Present— John  A.  Chandler  esq.  president,  John  Cocke,  William  Benthall,  Ovt.  Bernard,  Charles  A.  Grice, 
Holt  Wilson,  directors. 

James  S.  Seguine  produced  a  certificate  from  Holt  Wilson,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  shewing  that  he  has  taken 
the  oath  of  a  director  as  prescribed  by  law,  and  took  his  seat  at  the  board. 

Notes  and  bills  offered,  -  -  -  -        $  15,015  SO 

Discounted,         -  -  -  12,300 

Adjourned. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Portsmouth,  on  the  9th  day  of  Oc- 
tober 1839 : 

Present — John  A.  Chandler,  president,  Holt  Wilson,  Charles  A.  Grice,  Ovt.  Bernard,  James  S.  Seguine, 
John  Cocke,  directors. 

Notes  and  biUs  offered,  ....     $7,647  15 

Discounted,     ...       3,127  65 
Domestic  bills  offered,  -  -  -  213  42 

Discounted,     -  -  -         213  42 

Adjourned. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Portsmouth  on  the  16th  day  of  Oc- 
tober 1S39 : 

Present — John  A.  Chandler,  president,  Charles  A.  Grice,  James  S.  Seguine,  John  Cocke,  William  Benthall, 
Holt  Wilson,  directors. 

Notes  and  bills  offered,  -  -  -  -  S100 

Adjourned. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Portsmouth  on  the  23d  day  of  Oc- 
tober 1S39: 

Present— John  A.  Chandler,  president,  Holt  Wilson,  James  S.  Seguine,  Charles  A.  Grice,  John  Cocke,  Ovt. 
Bernard,  William  Benthall,  directors. 

Notes  and  bills  offered,        ...  -  $6,91330 

Discounted,  -  -  -  6,913  30 

Adjourned. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  office  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Portsmouth  on  the  30th  day  of  October  1839 : 
Present— John  A.  Chandler,  president,  H.  Wilson,  James  S.  Seguine,  John  Cocke,  Charles  A.  Grice,  Wil- 
liam Benthall,  directors. 

Notes  and  bills  offered,        ...  .  -       $  6,151  53 

Discounted,  -  -  -  4,900  00 

Exchange  committee. 

Domestic  bills  offered,         ....  600  00 

Purchased,    -  -  -  600  00 

Holt  Wilson,  Charles  A.  Grice,  directors,  and  William  H.  Wilson,  cashier,  were  duly  elected  the  exchange 
committee  until  the  first  Wednesday  in  December  next 
Adjourned. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  Bank  of  Virginia  in  Portsmouth  on  the  4th  day  of  No- 
vember 1S39: 

Present— John  A.  Chandler,  president,  Holt  Wilson,  Charles  A.  Grice,  William  Benthall,  John  Cocke, 
directors. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  this  office  will  pay  specie  or  its  equivalent  to  all  claimants  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  to  the  extent  of  the  specie  funds,  or  funds  equal  thereto  which  may  be  deposited  in  this  office  by  any  offi- 
cer of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

Jtetolced,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  be  forwarded  by  the  cashier  to  James  K.  Paulding  esq., 
secretary  of  the  navy  at  Washington. 

Adjourned. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  Bank  of  Virginia  in  Portsmouth  on  the  6th  day  of  No- 
vember 1839 : 

Present — John  A.  Chandler,  president,  Holt  Wilson,  William  Benthall,  Charles  A.  Grice,  James  S.  Seguine, 
John  Cocke,  directors. 

Notes  and  bills  offered,       -  -  -  -       $  11,640  00 

Discounted,  -  -       11,540  00 

Adjourned. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Portsmouth  on  the  13th  day  of  No- 
vember 1839 : 

Present — Holt  Wilson,  Charles  A.  Grice,  John  Cocke,  William  Bcnthall,  James  S.  Segoine,  directors. 
John  A.  Chandler  esq.,  president,  being  absent,  Holt  Wilson  was  elected  president  pro  tern. 

Notes  and  bills  offered,       -  -  -  $  13,625  76 

Discounted,  -  -       13,066  61 

Adjourned. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Portsmouth  on  the  20th  day 
of  November  1S39 : 

Present — John  A.  Chandler,  president,  Holt  Wilson,  Charles  A.  Grice,  William  Bcnthall,  directors. 
Notes  and  bills  offered,       ....       $20,402  61 
Discounted,  -  -       16,450  28 

Adjourned. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Portsmouth  on  the  27th  day 
of  November  1839 : 

Present— John  A.  Chandler,  president,  William  Bentball,  Charles  A.  Grice,  James  S.  Seguine,  H.  Wilson, 
directors. 

Charles  A.  Grice,  Holt  Wilson,  John  Cocke  and  William  Bcnthall,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  examine 
into  the  condition  of  this  office,  and  to  make  a  statement  thereof  in  conformity  to  the  6th  section  of  the  act  of 
assembly  establishing  general  regulations  for  the  incorporation  of  banks  and  to  subsequent  acts. 

A  letter  from  Overton  Bernard  bearing  date  November  16th,  1839,  was  received,  resigning  his  office  of  a 
ctor  of  this  branch,  and  his  resignation  accepted. 

Notes  and  bills  offered,      -  -  -  -      $  17,891  46 

Discounted,  -  -       15,997  50 

Adjourned. 

J.  A.  CHANDLER,  President. 

William  H.  Wilson,  Cashier. 
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A  Statement  of  the  amount  of  Notes  and  Bills  offered  for  Discount  at  the  Office  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Ports- 
mouth in  each  of  the  classes  required  by  law,  from  the  15th  day  of  September  to  the  first  of  December  1839,  made 
pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the  Committee  on  Banks  dated  12th  December  1639. 
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JN.  A.  CHANDLER,  Pres't. 
WM.  H.  WILSON,  Cash'r. 


OFFICE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 

Portsmouth,  December  24,  1839. 

Amount  of  debts  due  in  the  form  of  accommodation  notes  on  the  1st  of  December  1839,  -  $61,252  78 
Amount  of  notes  and  bills  discounted  and  renewed  in  the  form  of  accommodation  paper,  from 

15lh  of  September  to  the  1st  of  December  1839,             ....  17,855  86 

Amount  of  business  paper  discounted  from  15ih  of  September  to  the  1st  of  December  1839,  27,065  36 

Amount  of  business  paper  rejected  from  the  16th  of  September  to  the  1st  of  December  1839,  12,846  46 

The  above  statement  is  made  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  committee  on  banks  bearing  dale  12tb 
December  1839. 

JN.  A.  CHANDLER,  PresU. 
WM.  H.  WILSON,  Cash\. 
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BRANCH  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA — FREDERICKSBURG. 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  on  banks  December  12, 18S9  : 

"Resolved,  That  the  president  and  cashier  of  the  several  banks  of  this  state  and  the  different  branches 
thereof  be  required  to  furnish  to  this  committee  a  copy  of  their  respective  minutes  or  journals  from  the  15th  of 
September  to  the  1st  of  December  last,  shewing  all  the  proceedings  of  their  respective  boards,  the  amount  of 
notes  or  bills  offered  for  discount  in  each  of  the  classes  required  by  law  to  be  made,  and  the  amount  discounted 
and  rejected  in  each,  the  amount  of  debts  due  in  the  form  of  accommodation  notes,  the  amount  of  notes  and 
bills  which  had  been  discounted  and  renewed  in  the  same  form,  and  the  amount  of  what  is  called  real  or  busi- 
ness paper  discounted  and  rejected,  but  without  disclosing  the  names  of  the  offerers,  endorsers  or  makers  of 
such  bills  or  notes." 

In  compliance  with  the  above  resolution  of  the  committee  of  the  senate  on  banks,  the  cashier  of  the  office 
of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Fredericksburg  has  the  honour  to  report  the  following  state- 
ments, which  embrace  all  the  information  called  for  by  said  resolution : 

[No.  1.] 

Copy  of  minute-book  or  journal  from  the  13th  September  to  the  6th  of  December  1S39,  inclusive: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at 
Fredericksburg  on  Friday  the  13th  September  1839  : 

Present— Hugh  Mercer,  president,  Bazil  Gordon,  Tho.  F.  Knox,  Robert  Dickey,  H.  H.  Wallace,  John 
Moncure,  John  S.  Wellford,  Jos.  B.  Ficklen. 

Amount  offered  for  discount,  -  -  -        $62,995  64 

Amount  discounted,         ....  62,426  37 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  cashier  be  and  he  is  hereby  instructed  to  inform  Thomas  Jones  of  Stafford 
that  his  note  ($200)  will  be  required  to  be  paid  when  it  falls  due  again,  say  on  tho  29th-lst  November  next. 

(Signed)  H.  MERCER,  President. 

(Signed)  Wm.  J.  Roberts,  Cashier. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia 
atFredericksburg  on  Friday  the  20th  September  1839: 

Present — Hugh  Mercer,  president,  Bazil  Gordon,  Tho.  F.  Knox,  Robert  Dickey,  H.  H.  Wallace,  Jos.  B 
Ficklen,  John  S.  Wellford,  John  Moncure,  John  Scott. 

Amount  offered  for  discount,  -  -  -        $  91,992  74 

Amount  discounted,         ....  83,613  75 

(Signed) 

H.  MERCER,  President. 

Wm.  J.  Roberts,  Cashier. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at 
Fredericksburg  on  Friday  the  27lh  September  1839: 

Present— Hugh  Mercer,  Wrn.  P.  Taylor,  Bazil  Gordon,  John  S.  Wellford,  Jos.  B.  Ficklen,  Saml.  Phillips, 
John  M.  Whittemore,  Thos.  F.  Knox,  H.  H.  Wallace,  John  Scott,  Wm.  Jackson,  Robert  Dickey. 

Amount  offered  for  discount,  -  -  -       $72,372  98 

Amount  discounted,         ....  71,356  75 

H.  MERCER,  President. 

(Signed) 

Wm.  J.  Roberts, 


At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia 
at  Fredericksburg  on  Friday  the  4th  of  October  1839  : 

Present— Hugh  Mercer,  Bazil  Gordon,  Samuel  Phillips,  John  Scott,  J.  S.  Wellford,  H.  H.  Wallace,  John 
Moncure,  Thomas  F.  Knox,  Robert  Dickey,  Jos.  B.  Ficklen. 

Amount  offered  for  discount,  -  -  -       $  84,683  27 

Amount  discounted,  -  -  -         73,896  14 
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The  board  of  directors  took  into  consideration  the  decrees  of  the  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery 
of  Spottsylvania  county,  made  on  the  22d  September  1S35 ;  on  the  27th  day  of  September  1837  ;  on  the  27th 
day  of  September  1833,  and  on  the  13th  and  30ih  days  of  September  1S39,  in  the  case  of  the  president,  direc- 
tors and  company  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia,  and  the  president,  directors  and  company  of  the  Bank  of 
Virginia,  plaintiffs,  against  Samuel  Slaughter  and  other  defendants  ;  whereupon  it  is  ordered  that  copies  of  said 
decrees  be  forthwith  Ibrwardcd  by  the  president  of  this  office  to  Francis  I.  Thompson,  Samuel  Rixey  and  Fayette 
Mauzy,  esquires,  commissioners  appointed  to  execute  the  said  decrees,  and  that  they  or  any  two  of  them  be 
and  they  are  hereby  requested  to  proceed  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  to  make  sale  of  the  property  mentioned 
in  the  said  decree  made  on  the  22a  day  of  September  1835,  upon  the  terms  and  in  the  manner  prescribed  therein, 
and  in  all  respects  to  comply  with  the  directions  contained  in  the  said  decree. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  cashier  be  and  he  is  hereby  instructed  to  give  notice  to  the  following  persons 
that  their  debts  will  be  required  to  be  curtailed,  viz: 

John  Saunders,  jr.— His  note  to  be  curtailed  $2000  when  it  falls  due  again. 

Henry  Smith— His  note  to  bo  curtailed  $  100  each  lime  it  falls  due  hereafter  until  the  debt  be  extinguished. 
(Signed) 

H.  MERCER,  PraU. 

Wm.  J.  Roberts,  Cos. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia 
at  Fredericksburg  on  Friday  11th  October  1839  : 

Present— Hugh  Mercer,  Bazil  Gordon,  John  S.  Wellford,  H.  H.  Wallace,  Robert  Dickey,  William  Jackson, 
Thomas  F.  Knox,  John  M.  Whittemorc,  Samuel  Phillips,  J.  B.  Ficklen,  John  Scott,  William  P.  Taylor. 
Amount  offered  for  discount,  -  $84,433  17 

Amount  discounted,  ...  74,910  33 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  cashier  be  and  he  is  hereby  instructed  to  inform  the  following  persons  that 
their  notes  will  be  curtailed  in  the  following  manner,  viz: 

Rich'd  J.  Walker — His  note  of  $  900  to  be  curtailed  $  300  each  time  it  falls  due  hereafter  until  the  debt  be 
extinguished. 

Phil.  Thornton — His  note  to  be  curtailed  $500  each  time  it  falls  due  hereafter  until  the  debt  be  reduced 
to  $  3000. 

H.  MERCER,  PresU. 

(Signed) 

Wm.  J.  Roberts,  Cos. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of 
Virginia  at  Fredericksburg  on  Saturday  the  12th  October  1839  : 

Present — Hugh  Mercer,  president,  William  Jackson,  H.  H.  Wallace,  Thomas  F.  Knox,  John  Scott,  Robert 
Dickey,  Samuel  Phillips. 

The  president  laid  before  the  board  a  letter  of  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  of  yesterday's  date,  in 
the  words  following,  viz : 

"  Information  has  been  received  that  the  banks  in  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  have  determined  temporarily 
to  suspend  payments  in  specie ;  and  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  subject,  a  similar  deter- 
mination will  be  made  by  the  banks  in  this  city.  Under  the  circumstances  it  will  be  proper  to  have  your  board 
convened,  that  measures  may  be  taken  to  avoid  a  drain  of  your  coin." 

Which  letter  being  read,  the  board  unanimously  Resolved,  That  the  cashier  be  and  he  is  hereby  instructed 
to  conform  for  the  present  to  the  course  recommended  by  the  letter  aforesaid.  And  then  the  board  adjourned 
to  meet  again  on  Monday  next  at  9  o'clock  a.  m. 

H.  MERCER,  Preit. 

(Signed) 

Wm.  J.  Roberts,  Cos. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank 
of  Virginia  at  Fredericksburg  on  Monday  the  14th  of  October  1839 : 

Present— Hugh  Mercer,  president,  John  M.  Whittemorc,  Robert  Dickey,  H.  H.  Wallace,  John  Scott,  Sam'l 
Phillips,  William  Jackson,  Thomas  F.  Knox,  John  S.  Wellford,  Jos.  B.  Ficklen. 

The  president  informed  the  board  that  no  communication  had  been  received  from  the  Bank  of  Virginia  on 
any  subject  since  their  adjournment  on  the  12lh  instant. 

H.  MERCER,  PraU. 

(Signed) 

Wm.  J.  Roberts,  Cos. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia 
at  Fredericksburg  on  Friday  the  18th  October  1939 : 

Present — Hugh  Mercer,  president,  John  Moncure,  Samuel  Phillips,  J.  B.  Ficklen,  Robert  Dickey,  John  M. 
Wbittemore,  Bazil  Gordon,  John  Scott,  William  Jackson,  Thomas  F.  Knox,  H.  H.  Wallace,  John  S.  Wellford. 
Amount  offered  for  discount,  ...        $83,355  15 

Amount  discounted,  ...  13,279  99 

The  president  laid  before  the  board  a  letter  of  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  of  the  16th  instant, 
transmitting  resolutions  entered  into  by  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  the  Farmers  Bank 
of  Virginia,  and  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia;  which  resolutions  are  in  the  words  following,  viz: 

"  The  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia,  and  of  the  Ex- 
change Bank  of  Virginia  at  Richmond,  assembled  in  general  meeting  the  15th  October  1839.  The  opinions  of 
B.  W.  Leigh,  Chapman  Johnson,  Conway  Robinson  and  Samuel  Taylor,  esquires,  upon  the  questions  how  far 
the  chartered  privileges  of  the  banks  would  be  forfeited  by  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  by  what 
mode  the  forfeiture  and  other  penalties  in  such  case  incurred  would  have  to  be  exacted  and  enforced,  were  first 
read  to  the  meeting.  The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  enquire  how  the  business  of  the  banks  ought  for  the  pre- 
sent to  be  conducted,  and  whether  it  would  be  admissible,  reference  being  had  to  the  necessities  of  the  public, 
to  discount  to  a  moderate  extent  paper  that  is  to  be  paid  at  maturity. 

"  Whereupon,  on  full  consideration,  it  was  unanimously  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  boards 
of  the  several  banks  not  to  renew  notes  heretofore  discounted,  but  to  allow  the  same  to  remain  over  in  such  in- 
stances as  the  parlies  are  unable  to  pay,  and  by  the  usage  of  the  bank  were  authorized  to  expect  a  renewal, 
upon  written  waives  of  demand,  notice  and  protest,  an  understanding  of  the  several  parties  bound  to  remain 
liable  in  default  of  such  demand,  protest  and  notice,  or  upon  the  transfer  of  approved  collateral  security,  but 
that  in  such  cases  as  the  parties  do  not  make  such  arrangements,  or  from  absence  nave  not  the  opportunity  of  doing 
so,  that  the  ordinary  course  of  protest  of  securing  debts  be  adopted  ;  and  that  to  prevent  the  general  and  pain- 
ful embarrassment  and  discredit  which  would  result  from  the  refusal  altogether  to  discount  hereafter,  that  the 
discount  of  approved  paper  to  a  moderate  extent  be  continued." 

The  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions  having  been  read  and  considered,  the  board  of  directors  unani- 
mously resolved  to  conform  to  the  recommendation  therein  advised,  and  desired  the  president  to  inform  the  pre- 
sident of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  that  such  would  be  their  course  of  proceeding. 

(Signed) 

H.  MERCER,  Pres't. 

Wm.  J.  Roberts,  Cos. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at 
Fredericksburg  on  Friday  the  25th  October  1939  : 

Present — Hugh  Mercer,  president,  Bazil  Gordon,  H.  H.  Wallace,  J.  S.  Wellford,  Tho.  F.  Knox,  Samuel 
Phillips,  John  Scott,  John  Moncure,  Wm.  P.  Taylor. 

Amount  offered  for  discount,  ...       $6,500  00 

Amount  discounted,  ....  6,050  00 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  trustee  in  the  deed  of  trust  from  William  Crump  and  wife  bearing  dale  the 
3d  February  1837,  to  secure  the  debt  of  the  said  Crump  to  this  office,  be  and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  advertise 
and  sell  for  cash  the  real  estate  (the  personal  property  having  been  sold  on  the  16tb  September  1838,  and  the 
proceeds  applied  lo  ihe  liquidation  of  the  debt)  conveyed  in  the  aforesaid  deed  of  trust,  and  apply  the  proceeds 
thereof  to  the  payment  of  the  debt  of  the  said  Crump  now  under  protest. 

(Signed) 

H.  MERCER,  President. 

Wm.  J.  Roberts,  Cashier. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at 
Fredericksburg  on  Friday  the  1st  November  1839  : 

Present — Bazil  Gordon,  president  yro  (em.,  John  Moncure,  J.  B.  Ficklen,  H.  H.  Wallace,  John  Scott,  Robert 
Dickey,  Tho.  F.  Knox,  Wm.  Jackson,  Saml.  Phillips,  John  M.  Whittemore. 

Amount  offered  for  discount,  -  -  -        $22,514  11 

discounted,         ....         20,211  98 
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A.  M.  Green  made  application  by  letter  of  this  date  for  a  loan  of  $  4500  on  a  note  of  Jones  Green  endorsed 
by  Thomas  Green  and  himself,  which  was  on  consideration  thereof  rejected. 

(Signed) 

BAZ1L  GORDON,  Pres't  P.  T. 

Wm.  J.  Roberts,  Cashier. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia 
at  Fredericksburg  on  Friday  the  8lh  November  1839  : 

Present — Bazil  Gordon,  president  pro  tern.,  John  Moucure,  John  Scott,  Th.  F.  Knox,  Jos.  B.  Ficklen,  Robert 
Dickey,  John  S.  Wellford,  H.  H.  Wallace,  William  Jackson. 

Amount  offered  for  discount,  -  -  S  13,775  16 

Amount  discounted,         ....  13,183  77 

The  cashier  called  the  attention  of  the  board  to  the  debt  of  Dubosq,  Baton  &  Co.  of  Philadelphia  for  $901 
37  cents,  which  is  in  suit  in  Philadelphia,  and  on  which  judgment  is  expected  to  be  obtained  within  tbe  present 
year.  The  debt  stands  at  the  debit  of  Wm.  Brooke  jr.  on  the  books  of  this  office.  See  suit-book  and  the  letter 
of  the  cashier  to  W.  Patton  jr.  cashier,  of  the  25th  of  July  1838. 

(Signed) 

BAZIL  GORDON,  Pres'l  P.  T. 

Wm.  J.  Roberts,  Cashier. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia 
at  Fredericksburg  on  Friday  the  15th  November  1839: 

Present— IIn»h  Mercer,  president,  Th.  F.  Knox,  H.  H.  Wallace,  John  Moncure,  Saml.  Phillips,  Bazil  Gor- 
don, John  M.  Whitiemore,  William  Jnekson,  John  Scott,  Robert  Dickey. 

Amount  offered  for  discount,  ...        $17,337  56 

Amount  discounted,  ....  14,605  73 

The  attention  of  the  board  was  called  to  the  amount  (436  55)  due  by  the  late  Mechanics  Bank  of  Alexan- 
dria, and  upon  consideration  thereof,  it  is  ordered  that  the  cashier  be.  and  he  is  hereby  instructed  to  close  tbe 
matter  by  charging  profit  and  loss  with  the  amount,  say  $436  55. 

(Signed) 

H.  MERCER,  President. 

Wm.  J.  Robbrts,  Cashier. 

At  a  meeting  of  ihc  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia 
at  Fredericksburg  on  Friday  the  22d  November  1S39: 

Present — Hugh  Mercer,  president,  John  Moncure,  Bazil  Gordon,  H.  H.  Wallace,  Samuel  Phillips,  Robert 
Dickey,  John  Scott,  J.  S.  Wellford,  William  Jackson,  John  M.  Whitiemore,  Joseph  B.  Ficklen,  Thomas  F.  Knox. 
Amount  offered  tor  discount,  ...       $22,146  86 

Amount  discounted,  ....         21,646  86 

The  cashier  laid  before  the  board  an  instrument  of  writing  executed  by  William  K.  Smith  esq.,  dated  the 
19th  instant,  binding  himself  to  make  and  execute  a  full  and  complete  title  to  certain  real  estate  therein  des- 
cribed, more  effectually  to  secure  his  liabilities  to  this  office  and  to  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the 
Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Fredericksburg.  Upon  consideration  whereof  it  was  unanimously  deemed  ex- 
pedient to  accept  the  same  for  the  present  on  the  part  of  this  office  till  a  more  formal  and  minute  conveyance 
can  bo  made. 

(Signed) 

H.  MERCER,  President. 

Wm.  J.  Roberts,  Cashier. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia 
at  Fredericksburg  on  Friday  the  29th  November  1839 : 

Present— Hugh  Mercer,  president,  John  Moncure,  Bazil  Gordon,  Robert  Dickey,  H.  H.  Wallace,  Samuel 
Phillips,  John  Scott,  William  Jackson,  John  S.  Wellford,  J.  M.  Whitiemore,  J.  B.  Ficklen,  Thomas  F.  Knox. 
Amount  offered  for  discount,  -  -  -       $12,792  86 

Amount  discounted,  ....         12,684  86 
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The  cashier  laid  before  the  board  a  letter  from  Mr.  Samuel  Slaughter,  dated  the  22d  instant,  expressing  a 
wish  that  the  directors  would  authorize  the  commissioners  named  in  the  decree  of  the  banks  against  Samuel 
Slaughter,  Philip  Slaughter  and  others,  to  dispose  of  certain  property  mentioned  in  said  letter ;  and  upon  con- 
sideration thereof  it  was  ordered  that  the  president  be,  and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  inform  Samuel  Slaughter 
esq.,  that  as  the  commissioners  have  declined  executing  the  whole  decree  the  directors  do  not  consider  them- 
selves at  liberty  to  permit  them  to  execute  it  in  part. 

The  cashier  laid  before  the  board  a  letter  from  J.  Howard  &  Sons  of  New  York,  dated  the  23d  inst.,  which 
letter  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  filed. 

(Signed) 

H.  MERCER,  President. 

Wm.  J.  Robehts,  Cathiar. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia at  Fredericksburg  on  Friday  the  6lh  December  1S39 : 

Present — Hugh  Mercer,  president,  Bazjl  Gordon,  J.  S.  Wellford,  John  Scott,  J.  M.  Whittemorc,  J.  B.  Fick- 
len,  H.  H.  Wallace,  Robert  Dickey,  William  Jackson,  John  Moucurc. 

Amount  offered  for  discount,  ...       $22,303  18 

Amount  discounted,  -  -  -  -         22,308  18 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  cashier  be  and  he  is  hereby  instructed  to  inform  V.  M.  Houseworth  and  his 
endorsers  that  his  note  will  be  curtailed  $200  each  time  it  falls  due  hereafter  until  the  debt  be  extinguished. 

The  cashier  informed  the  board  that  he  had  received  of  captain  William  K.  Smith  for  collection  the  follow- 
ing notes  and  acceptances,  amounting  to  $2586  49,  which  when  paid  arc  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
acceptance  of  J.  Howard  &  Sons  of  New  York,  for  S  2500  now  under  protest,  viz: 

Mortimer  &  Mowbray,  Baltimore,  acceptance  due  26-29  February,  -  $508  06 

Ira  Harris,  payable  Canal  Bank,  Albany,  30-3   May,        -  -  944  12 

D.  Bcrrian  jr.  &  Co.,  New  York,  note,  23-26  April,       -  -  633  40 

O.  P.  Blair,  note,  payable  U.  S.  Bank,  Phila.,       23-26  February,  -  600  92 

The  cashier  laid  before  the  board  of  directors  a  letter  from  John  Crump  of  the  5th  inst.,  wishing  to  know 
that  if  he  should  become  the  purchaser  of  the  properly  of  William  Crump  and  wife,  which  is  advertised  to  be 
sold  at  public  auction  by  William  J.  Roberts,  trustee,  on  the  7th  instant,  whether  the  directors  will  receive  his 
note  for  the  amount  endorsed  by  John  A.  Porter,  with  a  deed  of  trust  on  the  property  ;  which  letter  being  read, 
it  was  on  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  president  or  cashier  inform  Mr.  Crump  that  the  directors  are  willing  to  re- 
ceive his  note  as  stated  above,  provided  he  will  add  to  it  some  additional  personal  security. 

(Signed) 

H.  MERCER,  Pretiiaa. 

Wm.  J.  Robbbts,  Cashier. 
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[No.  2.] 

A  Statement  shewing  the  amount  of  Notes  and  Bills  offered  for  Discount  at  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Fredericksburg, 
in  each  of  the  classes  required  by  law,  from  16th  September  to  1st  December  1639. 
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[No.  3.] 


A  Statement  exhibiting  the  amount  of  Debt*  due  in  the  form  of 
had  been  discounted  and  renewed  in  the  tame  form,  and  the 
counted  and  Rejected. 


the  amount  of  Notes  and  Bills  which 
of  what  is  called  real  or  business  paper,  Dis- 
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2UI  December  1S39. 


WM.  J.  ROBERTS, 
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BRANCH  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA— LYNCHBURG. 

Sbptbmber  18,  1839. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  on  Wednesday  the  18th  September  1839 : 

Present— C.  Dabney,  president,  Henry  Davis,  John  Hollins,  Tho.  A.  Holcombe,  Ro.  Tinsley,  E.  Fletcher, 
J.  II.  Holmes,  Jno.  Miller,  J.  J.  Purvis,  Sam.  Nowlin. 

The  rule  restricting  discounts  was  on  motion  suspended  for  this  day,  and  thereupon  the  board  made  sundry 
discounts  per  offering-book  of  this  dale  (the  members  of  the  board  absenting  themselves  respectively  when  the 
paper  on  which  their  names  appeared  was  voted  on),  and  then  adjourned. 

C.  DABNEY,  Pra't. 
September  25,  1839.  i 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  on  Wednesday  September  25,  1839  : 

Present— C.  Dabney,  president,  Henry  Davis,  John  Hollins,  Th.  A.  Holcombe,  J.  R.  Holmes,  Sam.  Now- 
lin, C.  L.  Mosby. 

The  board  agreed  to  accept  and  did  accept  in  discharge  of  the  balance  of  David  S.  Garland's  note  en- 
dorsed by  Edward  A.  Cabell  and  Wm.  M.  Waller,  the  note  of  John  P.  Sampson  endorsed  by  Geo.  H.  Crank 
for  S7S20  19,  dated  on  the  4th  day  of  September  1839,  payable  sixty  days  after  the  date  thereof,  and  negotia- 
ble and  payable  at  this  office,  and  further  secured  by  a  deed  of  trust  bearing  date  on  the  31st  day  of  August 
1839,  and  of  record  in  the  county  court  of  Amherst,  executed  by  the  said  Sampson  to  Chs.  L.  Mosby  and  Mau- 
rice H.  Garland  for  the  benefit  of  the  president,  directors  and  company  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  and  Samuel 
Garland.    The  said  acceptance  is  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  specified  in  said  deed  of  trust. 

The  board  made  sundry  discounts  per  offering-book  of  this  date  (the  members  respectively  absenting  them- 
selves when  the  paper  on  which  their  names  appeared  was  voted  on),  and  then  adjourned. 

C.  DABNEY,  Pro'r. 

October  2,  1839. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  on  Wednesday  the  2d  October  1839 : 

Present — C.  Dabney,  president,  Henry  Davis,  Jno.  W.  Young,  J.  R.  Holmes,  Ro.  Tinsley,  J.  J.  Purvis,  E. 
Fletcher,  Sam.  Nowlin,  directors. 

A  proposition  was  submitted  on  behalf  of  col.  David  Saunders  asking  indulgence  upon  the  judgments  about 
to  be  obtained  against  him,  and  the  same  was  rejected. 

At  the  instance  of  Ro.  L.  Wilburne  he  is  released  from  the  curtail  of  20  per  cent,  upon  his  debt  (agreeable 
to  the  general  requisition  heretofore  directed  upon  debts  of  that  description,  loans  to  dealers  in  slaves,)  until  the 
same  shall  amount  upon  the  original  amount  of  his  debt  to  8  1250,  the  sum  he  has  already  paid  towards  the  dis- 
charge of  his  debt. 

The  board  made  sundry  discounts  per  offering-book  of  this  date  (the  members  respectively  absenting  them- 
selves when  the  paper  upou  which  their  names  appeared  was  voted  on),  and  then  adjourned. 

C  DABNEY,  Pra't. 

October  9,  1839. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  on  Wednesday  the  9lh  day  of  October  1839  : 
Present— C.  Dabney,  president,  Henry  Davis,  J.  R.  Holmes,  S.  Nowlin,  J.  Hollins,  C.  L.  Mosby,  J.  W. 
Young. 

The  rule  restricting  discounts  was  suspended  for  this  day,  and  thereupon  the  board  made  sundry  discounts 
per  offering-book  of  this  date  (the  members  of  the  board  respectively  absenting  themselves  when  the  paper  on 
which  their  names  appeared  was  voted  on),  and  then  adjourned. 

C.  DABNEY,  Pra't. 
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October  16,  1839. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  on  Wednesday  the  16th  October  1839 : 

Present — C.  Dabney,  president,  Henry  Davis,  E.  Fletcher,  J.  Hollins,  Sam.  Nowlin,  C.  L.  Mosby,  J.  It. 
Holmes,  Jno.  W.  Young,  directors. 

The  rule  restricting  discounts  was  suspended  for  this  day,  and  thereupon  the  board  made  sundry  discounts 
per  offering-hook  of  this  date,  (the  members  of  the  board  respectively  absenting  themselves  when  the  paper  on 
which  their  names  appeared  was  voted  on,)  and  then  adjourned. 

C.  DABNEY,  President. 
October  23,  1639. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  on  Wednesday  the  23d  October  1839  : 

Present — C.  Dabney,  president,  Ro.  Tinsley,  T.  A.  Holcombc,  J.  R.  Holmes,  Jno.  Miller,  E.  Fletcher,  C. 
L.  Mosby,  Jno.  Hollins,  Jno.  W.  Young,  Saml.  Nowlin,  O.  G.  Clay. 

In  pursuance  of  a  recommendation  from  the  mother  bank  communicated  by  the  president,  the  board  re- 
solved not  to  renew  notes  heretofore  discounted,  but  to  allow  the  same  to  remain  over  in  such  instances  as  the 
parties  are  unable  to  pay,  and  by  the  usage  of  the  bank  were  authorized  to  expect  a  renewal,  upon  written  wai- 
ver of  demand,  notice  and  protest,  and  upon  the  undertaking  by  the  several  parties  bound  to  remain  liable  in 
default  of  such  demand,  protest  and  notice,  or  upon  the  transfer  of  approved  collateral  security,  but  that  in  such 
cases  as  the  parties  do  not  make  such  arrangements,  or  from  absence  have  not  the  opportunity  of  doing  so,  that 
the  ordinary  course  of  protest  for  securing  debts  be  adopted — and  that  to  prevent  the  general  and  painful  embar- 
rassment and  discredit  which  would  result  from  the  refusal  altogether  to  discount  hereafter  that  the  discount  of 
of  approved  paper  to  a  moderate  extent  be  continued. 

Messrs.  E.  Fletcher  and  Jno.  Hollins  were  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  Jacob  Rumbough  touching 
his  proposition  this  day  submitted  for  the  purchase  of  a  portion  of  the  real  estate  belonging  to  the  bank. 

The  board  made  sundry  discounts  per  offering-book  of  this  date,  (the  members  of  the  board  respectively 
absenting  themselves  when  the  paper  on  which  their  names  appeared  was  voted  on,)  and  then  adjourned. 

C.  DABNEY,  President. 

October  30,  1839. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  on  Wednesday  the  30th  day  of  October  1839 : 

Present — C.  Dabney,  president,  Th.  A.  Holcombe,  Jno.  Hollins,  J.  J.  Purvis,  J.  H.  Holmes,  C.  L.  Mosby, 

Jno.  Miller,  E.  Fletcher,  directors. 

The  board  made  sundry  discounts  per  offering-book  of  this  date,  (the  members  of  the  board  respectively 

absenting  themselves  when  the  paper  on  which  their  names  appeared  was  voted  on,)  and  then  adjourned. 

C.  DABNEY,  President. 
November  6,  1839. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  on  Wednesday  the  6th  November  1839 : 

Present — C.  Dabney,  president,  Henry  Davis,  E.  Fletcher,  Jno.  Hollins,  Jno.  W.  Young,  Chs.  L.  Mosby, 
Saml.  Nowlin,  Jno.  Miller,  J.  R.  Holmes,  directors. 

On  motion,  the  rule  restricting  discounts  was  suspended  as  to  an  application  of  P.  &  J.  W.  Dudley  for  a 
loan  of  S  1800  upon  their  note  for  that  amount  endorsed  by  Wm.  M.  Davis  and  Elizabeth  Davis,  and  the  same 
was  made,  payable  in  four  and  six  months. 

The  board  made  sundry  other  discounts  per  offering-book  of  this  date,  (the  members  of  the  board  respec- 
tively absenting  themselves  when  the  paper  on  which  their  names  appeared  was  voted  on,)  and  then  adjourned. 

C.  DABNEY,  President. 
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November  13,  1839. 

» 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  diieclors  on  Wednesday  the  13th  November  1839 : 

Present — C.  Dabney,  president,  John  Hollins,  John  W.  Young,  C.  L.  Mosby,  Thomas  A.  Holcombe,  E. 
Fletcher,  J.  It.  Holmes,  Samuel  Nowlin,  John  Miller,  Henry  Davis,  directors.- 

On  motion,  the  rule  restricting  discounts  was  suspended  as  to  the  note  of  Benjamin  W.  Walker,  endorsed 
by  S.  J.  Walker,  Benjamin  P.  Walker,  John  Johns,  and  J.  E.  &  E.  Filzpatrick  for  8  2839  60  dated  1st  instant 
and  payable  four  months  after  date,  and  the  same  was  discounted. 

The  board  made  sundry  oiher  discounts  per  offering-book  of  this  date  (the  members  of  the  board  respec- 
tively absenting  themselves  when  the  paper  on  which  their  names  appeared  was  voted  on)  and  then  adjourned. 

C.  DABNEY,  President. 

November  20,  1839. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  on  Wednesday  the  20th  November  1639 : 

Present — Henry  Davis,  president  pro  tern.,  (appointed  by  letter  from  the  president,)  John  Miller,  T.  A.  Hol- 
combe, O.  G.  Clay,  John  Hollins,  J.  J.  Purvis,  Samuel  Nowlin,  directors. 

The  board  made  sundry  discounts  per  offering-book  of  this  date  and  then  adjourned. 

HENRY  DAVIS,  President  pro  tern. 

November  27,  1839. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  on  Wednesday  the  27th  day  of  November  1S39  : 

Present — C.  Dabney,  president,  John  W.  Young,  J.  R.  Holmes",  H.  Davis,  E.  Fletcher,  Robert  Tinsley, 
John  Miller,  Thomas  A.  Holcombe,  directors. 

The  board  ratify  the  sale  of  the  land  purchased  of  John  Ware  sen'r  to  Jesse  Richeson,  recently  negotiated 
by  the  president  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  cash. 

The  board  also  agree  to  sell  to  Jacob  Rumbough  the  house  with  forty-five  feet  of  ground  adjoining  the  Me- 
thodist church  in  this  place,  at  the  price  of  $1250.  The  said  Rumbough  to  secure  the  payment  thereof  with 
interest  from  the  date  of  the  purchase  until  paid — and  to  pay  filly  dollars  of  the  principal  every  sixty  days 
until  paid. 

The  board  made  sundry  discounts  as  per  offering-book  of  this  date  (the  members  of  the  board  respectively 
absenting  themselves  when  the  paper  on  which  their  names  appeared  was  voted  on)  and  then  adjourned. 

C.  DABNEY,  President. 

Extracted  from  minute  book. 

C.  DABN'KY,  President. 

23d  December  1839. 
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A  Statement  of  the  amount  of  Bills  and  Notes  offered  for  DUcount  at  the  Office  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Lynch- 
burg in  each  of  the  classes  required  by  law  from  15th  September  to  lit  December  1839,  made  out  in  pursuance  of  a 
resolution  of  the  Committee  on  Banks  of  12th  December  1839. 
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1839. 

September  18th, 

Discounted,  • 

11837  46 

32873  33 

• 

44710  79 

Rejected, 

2919  49 

* 

• 

2919  49 

47630  23 

18225  00 

17077  25 

27633  54 

2919  49 

September  2oth, 
Discounted,  - 

12295  m 

35797  53 

13500  00 

61593  46 

Rejected, 

1500  00 

* 

• 

- 

1500  00 

63093  46 

34565  00 

22780  00 

38313  46 

1500  00 

October  2d, 

Diecounted, 

17977  72 

33429  12 

12000  00 

C3406  84 

Rejected, 

1530  52 

2000  00 

• 

■ 

3530  52 

66937  36 

30140  00 

26865  00 

36541  84 

3530  53 

October  9lh, 

Discounted,  • 

18197  39 

20165  77 

• 

33383  16 

Rejected, 

651  80 

- 

- 

- 

651  80 

39034  96 

13350  00 

8950  00 

29133  16 

651  80 

October  16th, 

Discounted,  - 

11721  92 

39631  96 

- 

51352  88 

Rejected, 

2107  99 

- 

- 

- 

2107  99 

53460  87 

40990  00 

35870  00 

10982  88 

2107  99 

October  23d, 

Discounted,  - 

U685  82 

7224  31 

- 

18910  30 

Rejected, 

3257  65 

* 

• 

* 

3257  65 

22167  95 

21395  00 

13710  30 

3257  65 

October  30th, 

Discounted,  - 

11388  40 

9262  63 

20C51  09 

Rejected, 

655  00 

• 

655  00 

21306  09 

58805  00 

20651  09 

650  00 

NoTember  tith. 

Diecounted,  - 

12027  9G 

11876  03 

24903  99 

Rejected, 

1500  00 

1500  00 

26403  99 

21862  12 

23103  99 

1500  00 

November  13lh, 

Discounted,  - 

7880  34 

11039  50 

18859  84 

Rejected, 

809  08 

808  08 

19667  92 

13317  00 

18869  84 

808  08 

November  20tb, 

Diecounted, 

6571  88 

4500  00 

11071  88 

Rejected, 

3356  45 

3000  00 

6356  45 

17428  33 

27294  05 

10871  68 

6356  45 

November  27th, 

Discounted,  - 

12502  77 

4530  00 

17032  77 

Rejected, 

400  00 

460  00 

17492  77 

22321  27 

17032  77 

460  00 

C.  DABNEY,  President. 

December  23,  1839. 
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BRANCH  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA— DANVILLE. 

Al  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposite  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Danville  at 
their  banking  house  on  Saturday  September  21st,  1839  : 

The  committee  appointed  to  count  the  funds  of  the  bank  and  the  bills  and  notes,  and  compare  the  same 
with  the  books  of  the  bank,  made  their  report,  which  upon  consideration  was  confirmed  and  approved  by  tbe 
board. 

The  paper  offered  for  discount  was  passed  upon  and  $46,559  93  discounted,  as  stated  upon  the  ofJcring- 
book  from  No.  1  to  39,  and  then  the  board  adjourned. 

Saturday,  September  28,  1839. 

The  paper  offered  for  discount  was  passed  upon,  and  8  27,410  discounted,  as  stated  upon  offering-book  from 
No.  1  to  28,  and  then  the  board  adjourned. 

Saturday,  October  5,  1839. 

Ordered,  That  John  Ross,  George  Craghead  and  John  Dickinson  constitute  a  committee  to  count  the  cash 
and  hills  and  notes,  and  examine  their  respective  accounts,  and  report. 

The  paper  offered  for  discount  was  passed  upon,  and  $  39,081  30  discounted,  as  stated  upon  offering-book 
from  No.  1  to  37,  and  then  the  board  adjourned. 

Saturday,  October  12,  1839. 

The  committee  appointed  to  count  the  funds  of  the  bank  and  tbe  bills  and  notes,  and  compare  the  same 
with  the  books  of  the  bank,  made  their  report,  which  upon  consideration  was  confirmed  and  approved  by  the 
board. 

The  paper  offered  for  discount  was  passed  upon,  and  $  34,315  discounted  and  $  3300  rejected,  as  staled  upon 
offering-book  from  No.  1  to  27,  and  then  the  board  adjourned. 

Saturday,  October  19,  1839. 

From  information  the  board  believing  that  the  mother  bank  had  suspended  specie  payments,  determined  for 
the  present  to  do  nothing  in  the  way  of  discounting  paper,  and  then  adjourned. 

Saturday,  October  26,  1839. 

Tbe  board  rejecting  the  paper  offered  for  discount  then  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  October  29,  1839. 

At  a  called  meeting  of  the  directory,  Tho.  Rawlins,  a  debtor  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  having  submitted  to 
the  board  of  directors  of  this  office  a  written  proposition  requesting  the  said  board  to  advise  James  Lanier  and 
George  Townes,  trustees  for  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  and  others  to  sell  certain 
slave.*,  sixteen  in  number,  and  conveyed  by  a  deed  of  trust  bearing  date  on  the  6th  day  of  May  1837,  and  duly 
recorded  in  the  county  court  of  Pittsylvania,  reference  thereto  may  more  fully  appear,  to  sell  the  said  slaves  pri- 
vately to  Francis  Williams  for  the  lumping  sum  of  nine  thousand  dollars — five  thousand  dollars  part  thereof 
pavable  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  July  next  carrying  interest  from  this  date,  and  the  residue  four  thousand 
dollar!?  payable  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  1841,  carrying  like  interest  from  this  day  until  paid. 

The  board  having  examined  the  estimates  of  the  value  of  said  slaves,  and  being  fully  satisfied  that  tbey 
are  estimated  beyond  the  market  value  in  cash,  and  that  the  said  Francis  Williams  is  fully  responsible  for  the 
said  purchase  money,  do 

It/solve,  That  the  said  trustees  be  advised,  so  far  as  tbe  Bank  of  Virginia  is  concerned,  to  make  the  said 
sale  upon  the  terms  proposed.    And  then  the  board  adjourned. 

Saturday,  November  2,  1839. 

Ordered,  That  William  Linn  and  William  Ayres  compose  a  committee  to  count  the  cash  of  the  bank  and 
the  bills  and  notes,  and  examine  their  respective  account  upon  the  books  of  the  office,  and  compare  each  and 
report. 
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The  paper  offered  for  discount  was  passed  upon,  and  $  3640  60  discounted,  as  stated  upon  offering-book, 
and  then  adjourned. 

Saturday,  November  9,  1S39. 

The  committee  appointed  to  count  the  funds  of  the  bank  and  the  bills  and  notes,  and  compare  the  same 
with  the  books  of  the  bank,  made  their  report,  which  upon  consideration  was  confirmed  and  approved  by  the 
board. 

The  paper  offered  for  discount  was  passed  upon,  and  all  rejected,  and  then  the  board  adjourned. 

Saturday,  November  16,  1S39. 

Ordered,  That  if  Ro.  W.  Williams  file  with  the  cashier  his  draft  upon  Norman  &  Courtney,  Baltimore,  for 
$300  at  90  days,  endorsed  ,  by  Edwin  It  Beavers,  that  the  same  be  discounted  by  the  cashier.  No  other  paper 
offered,  the  board  then  adjourned. 

Saturday,  November  29,  1839. 

The  paper  offered  for  discoont  was  passed  upon,  and  $2900  discounted  and  $2000  rejected,  as  stated  upon 
offering-book,  and  then  the  board  adjourned. 


A  Statement  of  the  amount  of  Notes  and  Bills  offered  for  discount  at  the  Office  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Dan- 
ville, in  each  of  the  classes  required  by  law,  from  the  15th  September  to  1st  December  1839. 


tux  Mending  $10U00. 

»cr2], 

13459  93 

33100  00 

46559  93 

46559  93 

M 

28, 

11210  00 

16200  00 

27410  00 

27410  00 

October 

5, 

10331  30 

28750  00 

39091  30 

39061  30 

M 

12, 

8615  00 

26700  00 

34315  00 

3300  00 

37615  00 

II 

19, 
26, 

900  00 

- 

900  00 

900  00 

,1 

1000  00 

1500  00 

2500  00 

2500  00 

er  2, 

1850  00 

1790  50 

3640  50 

3640  50 

II 

9, 

637  50 

637  50 

637  50 

It 

23, 

1700  00 

1200  00 

2900  00 

2000  00 

4900  00 

tl 

30, 

500  00 

• 

500  00 

462  50 

962  50 
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BRANCH  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA— BUCHANAN. 

Copy  of  the  Minute*  of  the  Board  of  Director*  of  the  Office  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at 

2Ut  September  1839. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Buchanan  on  Saturday  21st 
September  1839 :  J 

Present— J.  L.  Woodvillc,  president,  J.  M.  Harvey,  C.  T.  Bealc,  O.  W.  Kean,  directors. 
Sundry  discounts  were  made  as  per  oflcring-book.    The  cashier  is  authorized  to  discount  the  note  of 
endorsed  satisfactorily  for  $  3000  for  6  months. 

„  J.  L.  WOODV1LLE,  President. 

S.  B.  Anthony,  Secretary. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Buchanan  on  Saturday  2Sth 
September  1839  : 

Present— J.  L.  Woodvillc,  president,  C.  Brecken ridge,  J.  M.  Harvey,  C.  T.  Beale,  J.  S.  Walrond,  directors. 
Sundry  discounts  were  made  as  per  offering-book.    The  cashier  is  authorized  to  discount 

draft  on  for  90  days  for  $  1000,  endorsed  by  also 

note,  endorsed  by  for  3 1684  56  at  60  days. 

J.  L.  WOODVILLE,  President. 

S.  B.  Anthony,  Secretary. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Buchanan  October  5,  1839 : 

Present — Charles  T.  Bealc,  president  pro  tern.,  J.  M.  Harvey,  J.  S.  Walrond,  O.  W.  Kean,  directors. 

Sundry  discounts  were  made  as  per  offering-book.    The  cashier  is  authorized  to  discount 

note  for  $600,  satisfactorily  endorsed,  loan  for  6  months — also  draft  on 

for  $  1000  at  4  months,  and  one  on  for  the  same 

sum  at  90  days.    Both  to  be  endorsed  by 

CHAS.  T.  BEALE,  President  pro  tern." 

J.  Anthony,  Secretary. 

October  12th. — No  board — regular  paper  continued  under  a  previous  order  of  the  board. 

J.  ANTHONY,  Cashier. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Buchanan  October  19,  1839  : 

Present — James  L.  Woodville,  president,  John  S.  Wilson,  John  M.  Harvey,  Cary  Breckenridge,  Chas.  T. 
Bealc,  James  S.  Walrond,  Otho  W.  Kean,  directors. 

If  is  ordered,  That  all  the  notes  due  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at  the  Buchanan  branch  which  become  due  on 
this  day  be  protested,  (the  board  having  reason  to  believe  that  the  mother  bank  in  Richmond  has  suspended 
specie  payments,)  unless  in  such  cases  the  endorsers  on  the  notes  shall  before  three  o'clock  on  this  dny  leave 
with  the  cashier  a  memorandum  in  writing,  slating  that  they  dispense  with  the  protest  and  will  be  bound  as  en- 
dorsers in  the  same  way  that  they  would  be  should  they  be  regularly  protested.  This  order  is  made  for  the 
safety  of  the  bank,  and  it  is  not  intended  that  it  should  affect  the  credit  of  the  parties. 

Cary  Breckenridge  having  notified  the  board  of  his  resignation  as  a  director  in  this  office,  the  board  unani- 
mously appointed  Thomas  G.  Godwin  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

James  L.  Woodvillc  is  added  to  the  building  committee. 

J.  L.  WOODVILLE, 

J.  Anthony,  Secretary. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Buchanan,  Saturday  October  26th, 
1839: 

Present — Jas.  L.  Woodville,  president,  Jno.  S.  Wilson,  Jno.  M.  Harvey,  Thos.  G.  Godwin,  directors. 
Thos.  G.  Godwin  a  director  appointed  at  the  last  board  appeared  and  took  and  subscribed  the  follow- 
ing oath : 

"  I  do  swear  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  ability  to  perform  the  duties  assigned  to  or  trust  reposed  in 
me  as  a  director  of  the  Bank  of  V  irginia  at  Buchanan. 

THO'S  G.  GODWIN." 

"  Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Botetourt,  this  26tb  Novem- 
ber 1939. 

M.  PENDLETON." 

Jno.  S.  Wilson,  Otho  W.  Kcan  and  Thos.  G.  Godwin  are  appointed  a  committee  to  examine  the  condition 
of  all  the  debts  due  this  office  and  make  report  thereof  to  the  board. 

J.  L.  WOODVILLE,  PresU. 

J.  Anthony,  Scry. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Buchanan,  Saturday  the  2d  Novem- 
ber 1839: 

Present — J.  L.  Woodville,  president,  Jno.  S.  Wilson,  Chs.  T.  Beale,  Otho  W.  Kean,  directors. 

Charles  T.  Beale,  Jas.  S.  Walrond  and  Jno.  S.  Wilson  are  appointed  a  committee  to  settle  with  the  cashier. 

J.  L.  WOODVILLE,  PresU. 

J.  Anthony,  Scty. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Buchanan,  Saturday  the  9th  Novem- 
ber 1839 : 

Present — Jas.  L.  Woodville,  president,  Jno.  S.  Wilson,  Chs.  T.  Beale,  O.  W.  Kean,  Jas.  S.  Walrond, 
directors. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  and  unanimously  adopted : 

The  conduct  and  management  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  bank  in  this  place  having  been  condemned, 
in  the  most  pointed  and  unqualified  terms  in  resolutions  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  some  of  the  citizens  of  Buch- 
anan and  Pattonsburg  on  the  night  of  the  6th  instant,  the  president  and  directors  deem  it  due  to  themselves,  the 
stockholders  of  the  bank  and  the  public  generally  that  there  should  be  an  investigation  into  their  conduct  as 
directors:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  directors  of  the  mother  bank  be  requested  to  appoint  forthwith  a  committee 
composed  of  fit  and  proper  persons  from  Richmond  or  elsewhere  to  examine  into  the  manner  in  which  the  busi- 
ness of  this  office  has  been  conducted,  the  condition  of  the  bank  at  the  present  time,  and  that  they  make  a  re- 
port thereof  together  with  any  other  matter  deemed  pertinent  by  the  said  committee,  or  required  by  the  mother 
bank  to  bo  stated. 

Resolved,  That  the  Buchanan  Journal  of  the  8th  instant  containing  the  proceedings  of  said  meeting  be  sent 
with  these  resolutions  to  Dr.  John  Brockenbrough,  president  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  with  a  request  that  he  will 
lay  the  same  before  the  board  of  directors  at  their  first  meeting  alter  the  receipt  thereof. 

JA'S  L.  WOODVILLE,  PresU. 

J.  Anthony,  Scty. 

There  was  no  regular  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  at  this  office  from  the  9th  November  until  the  17th 
December,  the  board  having  determined  to  make  no  further  discounts  until  authorized  to  do  so  by  the  legislature. 

J.  ANTHONY,  Cas'r. 
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A  Statement  of  tlie  amount  of  Notes  and  Bills  offered  for  Discount  at  the  Office  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia 
Buchanan,  in  each  of  the  classes  required  by  law  to  be  made  from  the  15th  September  to  1st  December  1839. 
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1839, 

Sep.  21,  Discounted, 
"     "  Rejecled, 
28,  Discounted, 
Rejected, 
Discounted, 
Rejected, 
Discounted, 
Rejected, 
Discounted, 
Rejected, 


Oct.  5, 
ii  ii 

»  7, 
ii  ii 

"  12, 
ii  ii 


8239  96 
1010  00 


1558  «3 
7071  83 

3000  00 

2749  10 
2043  00 


20350  00 

1 1908  00 

21432  95 
3400  00 


22350  00 
2000  00 


28589  90 
19350  20 
28504  78 


10 


1010  00 
1568  83 
3400  00 

4043  00 


29599  96 
20909  09 
31904  78 
3000  00 
29742  10 


81500  95 


Not  a  quorum  attending, 
only  the  old  paper  con- 
tinued, by  previous  or- 
der of  board  in  such 


104544  JO 


10011  83 


115155  93 


After  the  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  on  the  12lh  October  no  discounts  were  made  at  this  office  in 
consequence  of  the  suspension  of  ' specie  payments,  until  after  the  passage  of  the  act  of  the  present  legislature 
granting  relief  to  the  banks. 

Amount  of  debt  upon  which  curtails  have  been  ordered  by  the  board,  and  which  may 

be  set  down  as  accommodation,  -  $107,400  68 

Amount  of  bills  which  had  been  discounted,  renewed  between  the  15th  September 

and  12th  October  (after  which  no  discounts  were  made)  in  same  form,         -  -        64,614  33 

Amount  of  business  paper  payable  here  discounted  from  15th  Sept'r  to  12th  October,       453  49 

Amount  of  business  paper  anil  drafts  payable  elsewhere  discounted  from  15th  Sept'r 

to  12th  October,  .....      11,190  72 

  11,644  21 

Amount  of  business  paper  payable  here  rpjected  from  15th  Sept'r  to  12lh  October,  663  00 

Amount  of  business  paper  and  drafts  payable  elsewhere  rejected  from  15lh  Sept'r  to 

12th  October,  .....        1,145  00 

  1,708  00 


J.  ANTHONY,  Cashier. 
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BRANCH  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA— CHARLESTON,  KANAWHA. 

CHARLESTON,  Ka.  September  4,  1839. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  the  following  gentlemen  were  present,  viz : 

James  C.  M'Farland,  president,  Joel  Shrewsbury  sr.,  John  Welch,  Wm.  R.  Cox  and  George  W.  Summers. 
The  board  made  sundry  discounts  as  per  offering-book  and  then  adjourned. 

(Signed) 

JS.  C  M'FARLAND,  Prcs't. 

The  minutes  of  the  11th,  ISth  and  25th  September,  and  2d  and  9th  October  shew  no  material  variation 
from  the  above  except  that  the  boards  were  not  always  composed  of  the  same  individuals. 

CHARLESTON,  Ka.  October  16,  1839. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  the  following  gentlemen  were  present,  viz: 
S.  Patrick,  president,  Joel  Shrewsbury,  sr.,  Wm.  R.  Cox,  Levi  Welch. 
The  board  made  sundry  discounts  as  per  offering-book. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  cashier  of  the  parent  bonk  dated  October  11,  to  the  cashier  of  this  office,  an- 
nouncing the  suspension  of  specie  payments  at  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  with  the  expectation  that  the  Vir- 
ginia banks  would  adopt  a  similar  course.    Whereupon  this  board  adopted  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved*  That  the  directors  of  this  branch  advise  a  suspension  of  specie  payments  in  conformity  with  any 
suspension  of  the  Virginia  banks  generally,  and  that  they  recommend  the  payment  of  small  and  five  dollar  notes 
in  coin  as  heretofore  lor  the  purpose  of  affording  the  community  small  change,  but  not  to  pay  any  individual  a 
larger  amount  than  five  or  ten  dollars. 

(Signed) 

S.  PATRICK,  Pra't  pro  tent. 

CHARLESTON,  Ka.  November  6,  1839. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  the  following  gentlemen  were  present,  viz  : 
Jame3  C.  M'Farland,  president,  John  Welch,  Wm.  R.  Cox,  S.  Patrick. 

The  board  decided  that  they  would  receive  of  parties  waiver  of  protest  on  all  notes  that  would  have  been 
renewable  under  former  usage  of  the  bank  and  no  others. 

No  discounts  were  made  this  day,  and  the  board  adjourned. 

(Signed) 

J.  C.  M'FARLAND,  Pres't. 

The  minutes  at  all  other  meetings  of  the  board  of  directors  afford  no  special  acts  and  are  similar  to  that 
set  forth  on  the  4th  September,  here  copied,  except  that  the  different  boards  were  not  always  composed  of  the 
same  directors. 

Copied  from  the  minutes  4th  September  to  1st  December. 

S.  HANNAH,  Cashier 
Branch  Bank  Virginia  Charleston,  Ka. 

December  24,  1839. 

A  table  is  herewith  sent  taken  from  the  offering-book  which  forms  a  part  of  the  minutes. 

S.  HANNAH,  Cashier. 
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4711  90 
300  00 
6770  76 
960  00 
10197  59 
600  00 
8401  00 
275  00 
9921  77 
1488  24 
7411  63 
1100  00 
250  00 
100  00 
500  00 
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Amount  of  bills  payable  out  of  the  state, 
Amount  of  real  or  business  paper, 
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16000  00 
7834  00 

15226  00 
7250  00 

19025  00 

20081  98 
3000  00 

4740  00 


18000  00 


24531  40 
64619  22 


Amount  accommodation  paper, 


20711  90 

14604  75 

25423  59 

33651  00 

28946  77 

27493  61 

3250  00 
100  00 
500  00 
4740  00 
1028  00 


160449  6S 


79160  62 


81299  00 


300  00 
960  00 
600  00 
276  00 
1488  24 
1100  00 


21011  90 

15564  75 

26423  59 

33926  00 

30435  01 

28593  61 
3250  00 
100  00 
500  00 
4740  00 
1028  00 


S.  HANNAH,  Cmhier 

Branch  Bank  Virginia,  Charleston,  K. 
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STATEMENTS 

OP  TUB 

FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  BRANCHES, 

In  reply  to  a  Resolution  of  the  Committee  on  Bank. 


FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 
January  2d,  1840. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  statement  prepared  by  the  discount  clerk  of  the  bank,  and  a  copy 
of  the  minute-book  made  out  by  the  cashier,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  committee  on  banks.  I 
also  enclose  reports  made  by  the  offices  of  discount  and  deposit  at  Petersburg,  Lynchburg,  Norfolk,  Fredericks- 
burg and  Danville,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution.  No  report  has  been  made  by  the  office  at  Winchester,  but 
as  soon  as  it  is  received,  I  shall  have  the  honour  to  communicate  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  MACFARLAND,  PresU. 

N.  E.  Vbnablb  Esq., 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Banks. 


Copy  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  from  the  15th 

September  to  1st  December  1839. 

On  Thursday,  12tb  September  1839. 

Present — Wm.  H.  Macfarland,  president,  J.  B.  Harvie,  Benjamin  Hatcher,  Wm.  H.  Hubbard,  James  Si- 
zer,  Samuel  Marx,  James  Bosher,  Archibald  Pleasants  and  Henry  W.  Moncure. 

Directors  who  were  present  when  paper  offered  by  them  for  discount  was  called  up  withdrew  from  the 
board  until  the  same  was  acted  on. 

(Signed) 

WM.  H.  MACFARLAND,  PresU. 

(Signed) 

J.  G.  Blair,  Cashier. 
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Resolved,  That  it  has  become  necessary  by  the  course  of  the  banks  in  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  and  the 
unusual  demands  to  which  the  banks  in  this  city  are  thereby  exposed,  for  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  the  Farmers 
Bank  of  Virginia  and  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Ricnmoud,  to  suspend  specie  payments  for  the  present. 

(Signed) 

JOHN  BROCKENBROUGH,  Pret't 

Bank  of  Virginia. 
WM.  H.  MACFARLAND,  Preit 

Far  men  Bank  of  Va. 
JAMES  CASKIE,  Preit 

Office  of  D.SfD.  Exchange  Bank  of  Va. 

Whereupon  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  payment  of  specie  be  for  the  present  suspended  except  in  small  sums  for  change,  for 
which  purpose  coin  is  to  be  paid. 

(Signed) 

(Signed)  .  WM.  H.  MACFARLAND,  PrcsU. 

J.  G.  Blair,  Cos, 

Thursday,  17lh  October  1839. 

Present — William  H.  Macfarland,  president,  S.  M'Gruder,  Arch'd  Pleasants,  Nicholas  Mills,  William  II. 
Hubbard,  J.  B.  Harvic,  Samuel  Marx,  James  Boshor,  Samuel  Reeve,  James  Sizer  and  Charles  Ellis. 

Directors  present  when  paper  offered  by  them  for  discount  was  called  up,  withdrew  from  the  board  until 
the  same  was  acted  on. 

Ordered,  That  the  regular  meetings  for  discounts  be  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  until  further  order. 

The  president  laid  before  the  board  the  proceedings  of  a  conference  of  the  three  bank  boards  of  this  city,  held 
on  Thursday  15th  instant,  as  follows,  viz: 

"  The  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia,  and  of  the  office 
of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Richmond,  assembled  in  general  meeting  October  the  15th,  1839.  The 
opinions  of  B.  W.  Leigh,  Chapman  Johnson,  Conway  Robinson  and  Samuel  Taylor,  esquires,  upon  the  ques- 
tions how  far  the  chartered  privileges  of  the  banks  would  be  forfeited  by  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and 
by  what  mode  the  forfeiture  and  other  penalties  in  such  case  incurred  would  have  to  be  exacted  and  enforced  were 
first  read  to  the  meeting. 

"  The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  enquire  how  the  business  of  the  banks  ought  for  the  present  to  be  con- 
ducted, and  whether  it  would  be  admissible,  reference  being  had  to  the  necessities  of  the  public,  to  discount  to 
a  moderate  extent  paper  that  is  to  be  paid  at  maturity."    Whereupon  on  full  consideration  it  was  unanimously 

"Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  boards  of  the  several  banks  not  to  renew  notes  heretofore  dis- 
counted, but  to  allow  the  same  to  remain  over  in  such  instances  as  the  parties  are  unable  to  pay,  aud  by  the 
usage  of  the  banks  were  authorized  to  expect  a  renewal  upon  written  waiver  of  demnnd,  notice  and  protest, 
and  undertaking  by  the  several  parties  bound  to  remain  liable  in  default  of  such  demand,  protest  and  notice,  or 
upon  the  transfer  of  approved  collateral  security;  but  that  in  such  cases  as  the  parties  do  not  make  such  ar- 
rangement, or  from  absence  have  not  the  opportunity  of  doing  so,  that  the  ordinary  course  by  protest  of  securing 
debts  be  adopted  ;  and  that  to  prevent  the  general  and  painful  embarrassment  and  discredit  which  would  result 
from  the  refusal  altogether  to  discount  hereafter,  that  the  discount  of  approved  paper  to  a  moderate  extent  be 
continued." 

The  president  also  laid  before  the  board  the  following  circular  letter  addressed  by  him  to  the  presidents  of 
the  several  departments  of  this  institution,  viz : 

FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 
October  11th,  1S39. 

DEAR  SIR, 

The  boards  of  the  three  banks  of  this  city  held  a  general  meeting  yesterday  and  united  in  a 
resolution  recommending  to  the  several  banks  to  conform  to  the  course  which  the  meeting  considered  prudent 
and  proper  for  the  present.  Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  the  proceedings.  It  is  important  not  to  extend  the 
discount  line,  but  to  reduce  it  as  far  as  may  be  considered  prudent  and  proper.  It  will  be  the  course  of  the 
board  here  I  trust  to  take  all  prudent  measures  to  increase  the  available  means  of  the  bank ;  and  in  carrying 
out  that  policy  to  be  careful  to  collect  as  much  of  the  old  debt  as  may  be  called  in,  and  cautious  and  circumspect 
in  creating  new  debts. 
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There  has  not  yet  occurred  at  this  bank  an  instance  of  an  actual  refusal  to  pay  specie,  and  wc  bavo  not 
beard  of  any  such  instance  at  any  of  our  branches.  As  public  opinion  appears  to  go  along  with  the  banks  in  the 
resolution  to  suspend  it  may  be  that  the  bank  will  not  be  placed  under  the  necessity  of  an  actual  refusal. 

We  have  paid  and  shall  continue  to  pay  fractional  parts  of  checks  in  specie,  and  to  supply  change ;  and 
this  course  we  recommend  to  you.  If  there  be  demands  made  upon  us  for  specie  other  than  for  change  the  re- 
solution of  our  board  requires  them  to  be  refused,  unless  the  case  be  one  that  justifies  an  exception  to  the  gene- 
ral rule,  and  wc  shall  of  course  therefore  protect  our  specie.  Our  course  in  relation  to  accommodation  paper 
will  be  that  indicated  by  the  resolution  above  referred  to.  It  is  believed  to  be  safe  for  the  present  not  to  renew 
it,  as  then  no  question  can  be  made  by  that  class  of  debtors  as  to  the  right  of  the  bank  to  discount  after  a  refu- 
sal to  pay  specie.  The  discount  of  new  paper  to  a  moderate  extent  would  seem  to  be  indispensable  to  prevent 
general  embarrassment  and  discredit,  and  if  cautiously  done  I  trust  it  will  not  expose  the  institution  to  loss. 

I  am  very  respectfully, 

(Signed) 


And  the  board  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

(Signed) 

(Signed) 

J.  G.  Blair,  Cashier. 


W.  H.  MACFARLAND,  President. 


W.  H.  MACFARLAND, 


A  meeting  by  adjournment  on  Friday  18th  October  1S39  : 

Present— Wm.  H.  Macfarland,  president,  Arch'd  Pleasants,  Nicholas  Mills,  W.  H.  Hubbard,  J.  B.  Harvie, 
S.  M'Gruder,  James  Sizer,  Samuel  Reeve  and  James  Bosher. 

The  minutes  of  this  day  contain  a  proposition  submitted  by  a  commercial  house  and  the  resolution  of  the 
board  thereupon,  and  so  much  thereof  is  omitted  as  a  copy  would  disclose  the  names  of  the  parties,  which  is 
not  within  the  resolution  of  the  committee. 


(Signed) 

W.  H.  MACFARLAND,  Prtit. 

(Signed) 

J.  G.  Blair,  Cat. 

Thursday,  24th  October  1839. 

Present— Wm.  H.  Macfarland,  president,  S.  M'Gruder,  Nicholas  Mills,  Jas.  Bosher,  A.  Pleasants,  C.  Ellis, 
S.  Reeve  and  Jas.  Sizer. 

Directors  who  were  present  when  paper  offered  by  them  for  discount  was  called  up  withdrew  until  the 
same  was  acted  on. 

It  being  understood  that  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  was  now  in  session  to  consider  on 
the  subject  of  the  settlements  of  demands  on  the  banks  by  brokers  and  others,  gcn'l  Harvie  was  deputed  on  be- 
half of  this  board  to  inform  them  that  this  bank  would  co-operate  with  tbem  in  such  regulations  as  might  be 
agreed  on  ;  and  after  some  lime  had  elapsed  Mr.  Robert  Gwathmcy  appeared  and  stated  that  be  was  authorized 
by  that  bank  to  propose,  if  the  other  two  banks  would  agree  thereto,  that  the  cashiers  of  the  three  banks  of  this 
city  should  from  time  to  time  fix  the  rate  of  exchange  on  noribern  funds  in  settlement  of  such  claims,  below 
which  neither  bank  should  settle,  it  being  understood  that  specie  was  not  to  be  paid  on  such  demands  although 
it  might  be  paid  in  small  sums  for  change.  Which  arrangement  was  agreed  to  with  the  understanding  that  the 
office  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia  would  do  so  likewise ;  and  the  cashier  of  this  bank  was  accordingly 
directed. 

(Signed) 

WM.  H.  MACFARLAND,  Pres't. 

(Signed) 

J.  G.  Blair,  Cos. 
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Thursday,  31st  October  1839. 

Present — Wm.  H.  Macfarland,  president,  Sam'l  Marx,  Jas.  Bosber,  Sam'l  Reeve,  Nich's  Mills,  J.  B.  Har- 
vie,  A.  Pleasants,  Sub.  M'Grudcr,  Benjamin  Hatcher  and  James  Sizer. 

Directors  who  were  present  when  paper  offered  by  them  for  discount  was  called  up  withdrew  from  the 
board  until  the  same  was  acted  on. 

(Signed) 

WM.  H.  MACFARLAND,  Fres't. 

(Signed) 

J.  G.  Blair,  Cos. 
At  a  called  meeting  2d  November  1839  : 

Present — Wm.  H.  Macfarland,  president,  Nich's  Mills,  Sam'l  Reeve,  Charles  Ellis,  James  Bosher,  A.  Plea- 
sants, Wm.  H.  Hubbard,  S.  M'Gruder,  J.  B.  Harvie  and  Samuel  Marx. 

Mr.  Bosher  on  behalf  of  the  committee  appointed  to  treat  for  the  sale  of  the  house  and  lot  on  L  street  now 
occupied  by  Thomas  Barham,  reported  that  Ro.  A.  Payne  had  offered  to  purchase  the  same  at  the  price  of 
$1825,  payable  $500  annually  for  three  years  and  the  balance  in  four  years,  with  interest  on  the  whole: 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  offer  be  accepted,  provided  that  notes  be  taken  payable  at  60  days  with  the  discount 
from  time  to  time  and  the  same  renewed  for  the  time  specified,  and  that  a  deed  of  trust  on  the  property  be 
taken. 

The  minutes  of  this  day  contain  a  proposition  from  a  manufacturing  company,  and  so  much  thereof  is  omit- 
ted as  a  copy  would  disclose  the  name  of  the  party,  which  is  not  within  the  resolution  of  the  committee. 

(Signed) 

WM.  H.  MACFARLAND,  Fres't. 

(Signed) 

J.  G.  Blaib,  Cos. 

Thursday,  7th  November  1839. 

Present — Wm.  H.  Macfarland,  president,  A.  Pleasants,  S.  M'Gruder,  Wm.  H.  Hubbard,  J.  B.  Harvie,  Jas. 
Bosher,  H.  W.  Moncure,  Samuel  Marx,  James  Sizer,  Nicholas  Mills,  Samuel  Reeve  and  Charles  Ellis. 

Directors  who  were  present  when  paper  offered  by  them  for  discount  was  called  up  withdrew  until  the  same 
was  acted  on. 

(Signed) 

WM.  H.  MACFARLAND,  President. 

(Signed) 

J.  G.  Blaih,  Cashier. 

Thursday,  14th  November  1939. 

Present— Wm.  II.  Macfarland,  president,  Nicholas  Mills,  Wm.  H.  Hubbard,  Sub.  M'Grudcr,  A.  Pleasants, 
H.  W.  Moncure,  J.  B.  Harvie,  Jas.  Bosher,  James  Sizer,  Samuel  Reeve  and  Benjamin  Hatcher. 

Directors  who  were  present  when  paper  offered  by  them  for  discount  was  called  up  withdrew  from  the 
board  until  the  same  was  acted  on. 

The  board  cancelled  and  burned  the  following  notes,  viz : 

Of  the  Office  at  Fredericksburg. 


4 — Four  notes, 

$100 

each, 

400 

76 — Seventy-five  notes, 

60 

" 

3750 

60 — Fifty  notes, 
900 — Nine  hundred  notes, 
S57 — Eight  hundred  and  fifty-se 

30 

1500 

10 

9000 

:ven,  5 

•i 

4285 

3 — Three  notes, 

9 

ii 

27 

13 — Thirteen  notes, 

8 

" 

104 

9 — Nine  notes, 

7 

ii 

63 

10 — Ten  notes, 

6 

•  < 

60 

1921  notes — Nineteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  dollars,  $  19,189 

Mr.  Mills  on  behalf  of  the  monthly  committee  made  a  report  of  the  cash  on  hand  in  the  possession  of  the 
cashier  and  the  tellers. 
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The  minutes  of  this  day  contain  a  reference  to  an  individual  and  the  resolution  of  the  board  thereupon,  and 
so  much  thereof  is  omitted,  as  a  copy  would  disclose  the  name  of  the  party,  which  is  not  within  the  resolution 
of  the  committee. 

(Signed) 

WM.  H.  MACFARLAND,  President. 

(Signed) 

J.  G.  Blair,  Cashier. 

Thursday,  21st  November  1839. 

Present — Wm.  H.  Macfarland,  president,  H.  W.  Moncure,  James  Bosher,  \Vm.  H.  Hubbard,  S.  M'Gruder, 
A.  Pleasants,  Nicholas  Mills,  Samuel  Reeve,  James  Sizer,  Samuel  Marx  and  J.  B.  Harvie. 

Directors  who  were  present  when  paper  offered  by  them  for  discount  was  called  up  withdrew  from  the 
board  until  the  same  was  acted  on. 

(Signed) 

WM.  H.  MACFARLAND,  President. 

(Signed) 

J.  G.  Blaib,  Cashier. 

Thursday,  28th  November  1839. 
Present — Wm.  H.  Macfarland,  president,  H.  W.  Moncure,  Orrin  Williams,  S.  M'Gruder,  Wm.  H.  Hub- 
bard, James  Bosher,  Samuel  Marx,  Samuel  Reeve,  A.  Pleasants,  James  Sizer,  N.  Mills,  C.  Ellis,  B.  Hatcher 
and  J.  B.  Harvie. 

Directors  who  were  present  when  paper  offered  by  them  for  discount  was  called  up  withdrew  from  the 
board  until  the  same  was  acted  on. 

The  minutes  of  this  day  contain  propositions  submitted  by  individuals,  and  so  much  thereof  is  omitted,  as 
a  copy  would  disclose  the  names  of  the  parties,  which  is  not  within  the  resolution  of  the  committee. 

Sundry  sealed  packages  of  mother  bank  notes  were  presented  to  the  board  as  unfit  for  circulation  in  order 
that  they  might  be  cancelled,  and  the  board  appointed  a  committee  to  perform  that  duty  consisting  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, Mr.  Bosher,  Mr.  Pleasants,  Mr.  Mills  and  any  other  members  of  the  board  who  could  attend  to-morrow  at 
10  o'clock. 

(Signed) 

WM.  H.  MACFARLAND,  President. 

(Signed) 

J.  G.  Blair,  Cashier. 

Meeting  of  the  committee  on  Friday  29th  November  1839  : 
Present — O.  Williams,  James  Bosher,  S.  Marx  and  Samuel  Reeve. 
The  following  notes  were  cancelled  and  burned,  viz  : 

Of  the  Mother  Bank. 


7421 — Seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-one  notes  of 

1 — One  note,  ... 
1S30— Eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  notes, 

6 — Five  notes,  ... 
3116 — Three  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifteen  notes, 
204 — Two  hundred  and  four  notes, 
235 — Two  hundred  and  thirty-five  notes, 
1C7— One  hundred  and  sixty-seven  notes, 
69 — Sixly-nine  notes, 
2219 — Two  thousand  two  hundred  and  nineteen  notes, 
432 — Four  hundred  and  thirty-two  notes, 
538 — Five  hundred  and  thirty-eight  notes, 
30— Thirty  notes, 


1 1    new  emission, 

7,421 

1    old  do. 

1 

2    new  emission, 

3,660 

2   old  do. 

10 

5 

16,575 

6 

1,224 

7 

1,645 

8 

1,336 

9 

621 

10 

22,190 

30 

12,960 

50 

26,900 

100 

3,000 

dollars, 

t  96,643 

(Signed) 


(Signed) 


O.  WILLIAMS. 


J.  G.  Blair,  Cashier. 
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FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA — BRANCH  AT  PETERSBURG. 

Copy  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Branch  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Petersburg,  from 

tlte  \5th  of  Scomber  to  the  1st  of  December  last. 

At  a  board  of  directors,  Tuesday  17th  September  1839: 

Present — Wm.  Robertson,  president,  S.  G.  Wells,  P.  C.  Osborne,  R.  C.  Egcrton,  John  Dunn,  Jos.  D.  White, 
Henry  Dugger,  S.  Mordecai,  Wm.  Corling. 

After  discounting  the  paper  marked  A.  the  board  adjourned. 

WM.  CLARKE,  Cash'r. 

At  a  board  of  directors,  Tuesday  24th  September  1839: 

Present— S.  Mordecai,  president  pro  tan.,  II.  Dugger,  P.  C.  Osborne,  S.  G.  Wells,  R.  C.  Egcrton,  William 
Corling,  Jos.  D.  White. 

After  discounting  the  paper  marked  A.  the  board  adjourned. 

WM.  CLARKE,  Cash'r. 

At  a  board  of  directors,  Tuesday  1st  October  1839  : 

Present — Wm.  Robertson,  president,  S.  Mordecai,  P.  C.  Osborne,  Wm.  Corling,  Jos.  D.  White,  John  V. 
Willcox,  John  Dunn,  R.  0.  Egerton,  Rob.  B.  Boiling,  S.  G.  Wells. 
After  discounting  the  paper  marked  A.  the  board  adjourned. 

WM.  CLARKE,  Cash'r. 

At  a  board  of  directors,  Tuesday  8th  October  1839: 

Present — Wm.  Robertson,  president,  H.  Dugger,  P.  C.  Osborne,  J.  V.  Willcox,  Jos.  D.  White,  R.  C.  Eger- 
ton, Wm.  Corling,  John  Dunn,  S.  G.  Wells,  R.  B.  Boiling. 

After  discounting  the  paper  marked  A.  the  board  adjourned. 

WM.  CLARKE,  Cash'r. 

At  a  board  of  directors,  Tuesday  15th  October  1S39: 

Present — Wm.  Robertson,  president,  R.  C.  Egerton,  S.  G.  Wells,  Wm.  Corling,  R.  B.  Boiling,  H.  Dugger, 
P.  C.  Osborne,  John  Dunn,  J.  V.  Willcox,  J.  D.  White,  &  Mordecai,  T.  Whitworlh. 

Resolved  as  the  opinion  of  this  Inxird,  That  in  consequence  of  advice  from  the  president  of  the  Farmers  Bank 
in  Richmond,  this  board  feel  it  to  be  their  duly  to  decline  all  discounts  for  the  present.  The  notes  due  to  this 
bank  to-day  must  therefore  be  protested  unless  the  endorsers  will  enter  into  obligation  to  waive  protest  and  no- 
tice of  the  same. 

Being  informed  by  their  cashier  that  ho  had  under  authority  vested  in  him  discounted  several  days  ago 
seven  drafts  on  the  nonh,  which  now  appear  on  the  discount-book  and  is  hereby  conBrmcd. 
The  board  then  adjourned. 

WM.  CLARKE,  Cash'r. 

At  a  board  of  directors,  Tuesday  22d  October  1839  : 

Present— Wm.  Robertson,  president,  R.  C.  Egerton,  T.  Whilworth,  P.  C.  Osborne,  H.  Dugger,  J.  D. 
While,  John  Dunn,  S.  G.  Wells,  J.  V.  Willcox,  S.  Mordecai,  Wm.  Corling. 
After  discounting  the  paper  marked  A.  the  board  adjourned. 

WM.  CLARKE,  Cash'r. 

At  a  board  of  directors,  Tuesday  29th  October  1839: 

Present— P.  C.  Osborne,  president  p.  u,  R.  C.  Egerton,  John  Dunn,  T.  Whitworth,  II.  Dugger,  S.  Morde- 
cai, Wm.  Corling. 

After  discounting  the  paper  marked  A.  the  board  adjourned. 

WM.  CLARKE,  Cash'r. 

At  a  board  of  directors,  5th  November  1839  : 

Present — Wm.  Robertson,  president,  J.  D.  White,  R.  C.  Egerton,  Wm.  Corling,  H.  Dugger,  P.  C.  Os- 
borne, S.  Mordecai. 

After  discounting  the  paper  marked  A.  the  board  adjourned. 

WM.  CLARKE,  Cash'r. 
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At  a  board  of  directors,  Tuesday  12th  November  1839 : 

Present— Wm.  Robertson,  president,  Jos.  D.  White,  R.  B.  Boiling,  R.  C.  Egerton,  H.  Duggcr,  Wm.  Cor- 
ling,  S.  Mordecai,  P.  C.  Osborne. 

Mr.  Mordecai,  Mr.  Osborne  and  Mr.  White  are  appointed  a  committee  to  count  the  specie  and  notes  in  this 
bank  and  report. 

The  board  then  proceeded  to  elect  a  teller  to  611  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  the  late  Samuel  D. 
Davies ;  whereupon  Andrew  S.  Holderby  was  duly  elected  to  that  office. 
After  discounting  the  paper  marked  A.  the  board  adjourned. 

WM.  CLARKE,  Cath'r. 

We  certify  that  wo  have  this  day  counted  the  specie  and  notes  in  this  bank  and  find  the  same  correct  and 
corresponding  with  the  books  of  the  said  bank.    Given  under  our  hands  14th  November  1839. 
N.  B.    The  amount  over  in  the  teller's  hands  is  $  122  05,  and  excess  in  gold  $  38. 


(Signed) 


SAML.  MORDECAI, 
JOS.  D.  WHITE, 
P.  C.  OSBORNE. 


At  a  board  of  directors,  Tuesday  19th  November  1839 : 

Present — Wm.  Robertson,  president,  R.  C.  Egerton,  John  Dunn,  J.  V.  Willcox,  P.  C.  Osborne,  S.  Mordecai. 

The  board  of  directors  have  reviewed  the  official  bonds  of  the  officers  of  this  bank,  and  are  of  opinion  that 
the  security  given  by  the  cashier  and  accomptant  are  sufficient,  that  the  security  heretofore  given  by  the  discount 
clerk  and  runuer  are  now  deemed  to  be  insufficient,  and  therefore  additional  security  is  required  of  ibem. 

A.  S.  Holdcrby's  bond  as  teller  of  this  bank  was  this  day  presented  with  Hugh  Nelson  and  Wm.  J.  Du- 
puy  as  his  securities,  which  was  approved  by  the  board. 

After  discounting  the  paper  marked  A.  the  board  adjourned. 

WM.  ROBERTSON,  PraV. 

Wm.  Clarke,  Cath'r. 
At  a  board  of  directors,  Tuesday  26lh  November  1S39  : 

Present — S.  Mordecai,  president  po  tern.,  J.  V.  Willcox,  Jos.  D.  White,  Rob.  B.  Boiling,  R.  C.  Egerton, 
Wm.  Corling,  Jno.  Dunn. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution  was  then  submitted  to  the  board : 

"The  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Peters- 
burg feel  most  sensibly  the  loss  which  this  institution  and  the  community  generally  have  sustained  in  the  death 
of  Sam'l  D.  Davics,  who  for  many  years  filled  a  most  responsible  station  in  this  institution,  in  which  he  dis- 
played entire  probity. and  strict  nltciuion  to  his  duties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  this  board  and  of  all  who  had  trans- 
actions with  the  bank,  but  much  more  sensibly  does  this  board  feel  for  the  privation  sustained  by  the  widow  and 
numerous  children  of  the  deceased,  who  were  in  a  great  measure  dependent  on  him,  and  whose  conduct  was  as 
irreproachable  in  his  domestic  relations  ns  in  the  performance  of  his  official  duties: 

Resolved  therefore,  That  this  board  through  their  president  tender  to  the  widow  and  family  of  Sam'l  D.  Da- 
vies  this  expression  of  their  sympathy  to  the  esta.  as  a  token  of  their  approbation  of  her  deceased  husband,  which 
gum  shall  be  applied  to  the  reduction  of  the  debt  of  the  deceased  to  this  bank. 

After  discounting  the  paper  marked  A.  the  board  adjourned. 

E.  H.  Moseley's  bond  as  runner  and  porter  of  this  bank  was  this  day  presented  to  the  board  with  Alfred 
Wherry,  W.  Hawthorn  and  L.  F.  Hicks  as  his  securities,  which  was  approved. 

W.  CLARKE,  Cathier. 
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Statement  of  Discounts  Farmers  Branch  Bank  of  Va.,  Petersburg,  from  16th  September  1839  to  1st  December  1839. 


- 

Offered. 

Rtjecled. 

Cf  1 /— ACCOmmoGaiiou, 
Real  paper, 

■nil       r  i  

Bills  of  exchange, 

- 
• 

12982  90 

lAAfin  no 
8000  00 

i~en  nn 

l IOU  UU 

4982  90 

39197  90 

32405  00 

673-2  90 

II 

*£4  — —  j\  c  co  m  in  oq  a  i  ion  , 
Real  paper, 
Bills  of  exchange, 

• 

■t)Q-1n  no 

14015  43 
17221  45 

33950  00 
2610  75 
16221  45 

11404  68 
1006  00 

65186  88 

52782  20    12404  68 

October 

1— Accommodation, 
Real  paper, 
Bills  of  exchange, 

- 
• 

10425  33 
6505  81 

36420  00 
6331  95 
4221  16 

4093  38 
22>4  65 

• 

53351  14 

rev?  8  n.i 

•i 

* 

O—  Accom  uioa  anon , 
Real  paper. 
Bills  of  exchange, 

■ 

m 

16165  58 
15364  05 

23S45  00 
6077  99 
15221  92 

1600  00 
100S7  59 
142  13 

02O74  63 

£1144  01 

1 1829  72 

* 

if 

lo — ACCornrnoaaiiouf 
Real  paper. 
Bills  of  exchange, 

- 

10900  HV 
24664  19 
27444  80 

• 

15500  00 

16200  00 
24664  19 
11944  80 

W^ircred,  oV*Cr 

68308  99 

it 

(Cfi—  A  ccxjuniirHj  aiiuij| 
Real  paper, 
Bills  of  exchange, 

• 

J.  i-lJU  UU 

11306  49 
14647  43 

1570  19 
1484  02 

25320  00 
9736  30 
13163  41 

Waivered  &c. 

51273  92 

jaoin  ?! 

SS-^-  A  ceo  m  m  od  a  1 1  o  n , 
Real  paper, 
Bills  of  exchange, 

- 

«x»Sr!HJ  in) 
5749  10 
4154  07 

2749  10 
3499  07 

35990  00 
3000  00 
655  00 

Watered. 

45893  17 

6248  17 

39645  00 

Novembi 

A  _            rr\r%A  it  inn 

Real  paper, 
Bills  of  exchange, 

-  '  1  ■  50  mi 

3331  00 
4178  00 

- 

156*1  80 

24430  00 
8331  00 
2616  80 

Waive  red 

31939  60 

1561  80 

30377  80 

• 

Waivered. 

Iti — ACCOuiTnrHl.lllOu, 

Real  paper. 
Bills  of  exchange, 

• 
- 

i  mho  nn 
19982  00 

1250  00 

1050  00 

18832  00 
1250  00 

21232  00 

1050  00 

2I'082  00 

n 

1 Q-  -A ccorn mod at ion, 
Real  paper, 

191113  Ul  CAUIiaiJgt., 

- 

JOOIO  UU 

14479  22 
11 iu  ru 

1000  00 
21100  00 

25315  00 
13479  22 
2116  80 

Waivered. 

43911  62 

3000  00 

40911  02 

it 

26— Accommodation, 
Real  paper, 
Bills  of  exchange, 

- 

32:$90  00 
902(5  17 
5279  78 

7602  84 
3001  98 

32390  00 
1423  33 
2217  80 

Waircred. 

46695  05 

10664  82 

36031  13 
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FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA— BRANCH  AT  NORFOLK. 

OFFICE  FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 
Norfolk,  December  23d,  1S39. 

The  following  are  copies  from  the  minutes  of  the  board  of  this  office  from  iho  19th  September  to  the  26th 
November,  1S39,  furnished  at  the  requisition  of  the  committee  on  banks. 

H.  WOODIS,  Cashier. 

1839 — September  19lh — At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Thursday  the  19lh  September  1839: 

There  were  offered,  -         44,623  37 

rejected,  -         11,087  68 

discounted,  -       S  33,435  69 

Domestic  bills  purchased  from  12th  to  19th  instant,  8 1185 

September  26th — At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Thursday  26th  September  1839  : 
There  were  offered,  -  45,224  90 

rejected,  -  19,107  17 

discounted,  -        $26,117  73 

Domestic  bills  purchased  from  19th  to  2Gth  instant,  $  400 

October        3d— At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Thursday  3d  October  1S39 : 
There  were  offered,  -  61.55S  78 

rejected,  -  14,920  10 

$40,638  68 

Domestic  bills  purchased  from  26th  ult.  to  3d  instant,         $  6412 

October  lOlh — At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Thursday  10th  October  1839 : 
There  were  offered,  -  49,524  22 

rejected,  -  9,318  64 

$40,205  68 

Domestic  bills  purchased  from  3d  to  10th  instant,  $500 
October  11th — At  a  special  meeting  of  the  board  on  Friday  11th  October  1839: 

Messrs.  Capron,  Chambcrlaine  and  Souttcr  were  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  committees  appoint- 
ed by  the  other  banks  in  this  place,  in  relation  to  intelligence  received  this  morning  of  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  the  banks  of  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore.  On  the  return  and  report  of  which  committee,  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  submitted : 

Whereas  authentic  information  has  reached  us  that  the  banks  in  our  neighbouring  cities  have  been  forced 
by  considerations  of  prudence  to  suspend  specie  payments — 

Resolved,  That  a  due  regard  for  our  protection  imperiously  requires  that  we  should  follow  the  example  and 
suspend  the  redemption  of  our  notes,  and  the  payment  of  our  deposits  except  in  the  current  bank  notes  of  the 
day.  Whereupon  the  question  upon  the  adoption  of  the  same  was  taken  by  ayes  and  noes,  and  resulted  as  fol- 
lows—ayes 7,  noes  4. 

October  17th — At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Thursday  17th  October  1839  : 

The  discounted  notes  clue  on  this  day  and  until  the  24th  instant  being  submitted  to  the  board,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  until  other  instructions  be  received  from  the  mother  bank  those  contained  in  a  letter  of  the 

late  James  Rawlings  esq.,  dated  on  the  16lh  May  1S37,  at  that  t  ime  president  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia, 

be  adopted  by  the  board,  and  applied  by  the  cashier  in  all  cases  within  their  purview. 
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October  24th— At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Thursday  24th  October  1839 : 

A  letter  from  W.  H.  Macfarland  esq.,  president  of  the  parent  bank,  was  read  to  the  board.  Whereupon  on 
motion,  that  the  course  recommended  by  the  parent  bank  be  adopted  for  the  government  of  this  office,  it  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  ayes  10. 

October  31st — At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Thursday  the  31st  October  1839 : 

The  discounted  paper  due  on  this  day  and  until  the  6th  proximo  (inclusive)  being  submitted  to  the  board, 
it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  rules  recommended  by  the  parent  bank  and  adopted  by  the  board  at  its  last  meeting  be 
applied  by  the  cashier  to  the  cases  coming  within  their  purview  respectively. 

November  7th — At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Thursday  November  7th,  1839 : 

The  discounted  paper  due  on  this  day  and  until  the  13th  inst.  (inclusive)  were  submitted  to  the  board,  and  the 
previous  order  directed  to  be  applied  thereto. 

November  14 — At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Thursday  14th  November  1839 : 

The  order  of  the  31st  October  was  directed  to  be  applied  to  the  discounted  paper  due  on  this  day  and  until 
the  20th  instant  inclusive. 

November  21 — At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Thursday  21st  November  1839 : 

The  order  of  the  31st  October  was  directed  to  be  applied  to  the  discounted  paper  due  on  this  day  and  until 
the  27th  instant  inclusive. 

November  28 — At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Thursday  28th  November  1839  : 

The  order  of  the  31st  October  was  directed  to  be  applied  to  the  discounted  paper  due  on  this  day  and  until 
the  4th  proximo  inclusive. 
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The  following  Statement  it  furnished  at  the  requisition  of  the  Committee  on  Bankt  of  the  12th 


1839. 


From  Sept.  12  to  19 — Amount  offered,       -  -         1,185  00 

Do.  rejected, 

19— Amount  offered,       -  -         44,623  37 

Do.    rejected,     -  -         11.0S7  68 

Accommodation  $  24,438  03,   

Rejected  there  were  of  1000  and  under,      5,946  64 

over  1000,  5,141  04 

From  Sept.  19  to  26 — Amount  offered,        -  -            500  00 

Do.  rejected, 

26— Amount  offered,        -  -         46,224  90 

Do.    rejected,      -  -         19,107  17 

Accommodation  817,632  44,   

Rejected  there  were  of  1000  and  under,    11,697  42 

over  1000,  7,409  75 


Sept.  26  to  Oct.  3 — Amount  offered, 

Do.  rejected, 


9,291  90 
2,879  90 


Rejected  there  were  of  1000  and  under,         00  00 
1000,  2,879  90 


Oct.     3 — Amount  offered 
Do.  rejected, 
Accommodation  8  35,578  00, 


61,558  78 
14,920  10 


Rejected  there  were  of  1000  and  under,     8,838  65 
over  1000,  6.0S1  45 


Oct.      3  to  10 — Amount  offered, 
Do.  rejected, 


3,255  57 
2,755  57 


Rejected  there  wereof  1000  and  under,       1S7  84 
over  1000,  2,667  73 


Oct.   10 — Amount  offered, 
Do.  rejected, 
Accommodation  833,614  83, 


49,524  22 
9,318  54 


Rejected  there  were  of  1000  and  under,     8,030  64 
1000,  1,287  90 


1,080  00 


|  Exchange 


com  nut  tec. 


33,436  69  J  Board. 
400  00  I  Exchange 


26,117  73  >  Board. 


committee. 


6,412  00  >  Exchange  committee. 


46,638  68 


Board. 


500  00 


40,206  68  )-  Board. 


No  discounts  were  granted  between  the  11th  October  and  19th  December. 


Office  Farmert  Bank  of  Virginia, 

Norfolk,  23d  December  1839. 


Hi  WOODIS,  Cos. 
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FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA— BRANCH  AT  FREDERICKSBURG. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  on  banks  December  12,  1S39 : 

"  Iletolved,  That  the  president  and  cashier  of  the  several  banks  of  this  state  and  the  different  branches 
thereof  be  required  to  furnish  to  this  committee  a  copy  of  their  respective  minute  books  or  journals  from  the 
fifteenth  day  of  September  to  the  first  day  of  December  last,  shewing  all  the  proceedings  of  their  respective 
boards,  the  amount  of  notes  or  bills  offered  for  discount  in  each  of  the  classes  required  by  law  to  be  made,  and 
the  amount  discounted  and  rejected  in  each  ;  the  amount  of  debts  due  in  the  form  of  accommodation  notes ; 
the  amount  of  notes  and  bills  which  had  been  discounted  and  renewed  in  the  same  form  ;  and  the  amount  of 
what  is  called  real  or  business  paper  discounted  and  rejected  ;  but  without  disclosing  the  names  of  the  offerers, 
endorsers  or  makers  of  such  bills  or  notes." 

In  compliance  with  the  above  resolution  of  the  committee  on  banks,  the  cashier  of  the  Farmers  Branch 
Bank  at  Fredericksburg  has  the  honour  to  report  the  following  statement  which  embraces  all  the  information 
called  for  by  said  resolution  : 

[No.  1.] 

Copy  of  minute-book  or  journal  from  the  1 1th  of  September  1839  to  the  4th  of  December  1S39,  inclusive. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  at 
Fredericksburg,  on  Wednesday  the  11th  day  of  September  1839 : 

Present — George  Hamilton,  Stephen  J.  Blaydes,  John  Hart,  Peter  Goolrick,  John  M.  Herndon,  John  H. 
Wallace,  William  C.  Bcalc,  Duff  CJrecn,  Thomas  H.  Botts,  John  Gray,  Anthony  Buck. 

George  Hamilton  esq.  was  appointed  president  pro  tempore. 

The  cashier  was  directed  to  notify  G.  Johnston  that  unless  his  protested  note  was  put  on  a  more  satisfac- 
tory footing  that  suit  would  be  instituted  thereon. 

Thomas  J.  Berry  and  Benjamin  R.  Hillyard  were  directed  to  pay  their  respective  notes  discounted  on  this 
day  when  they  become  due  again.  The  deed  given  by  Benjamin  Blackford  &  Son  to  secure  their  note  for 
$10,000  due  this  office,  was  read,  approved  ond  ordered  to  be  recorded,  provided  the  Bank  of  Virginia  con- 
curred therein. 

Offered,       8  61,^41  52. 

Discounted,    59,038  98. 

The  board  then  adjourned. 

GEORGE  HAMILTON,  PresU  pro  tern. 

Kvau  M.  Patton,  Cath'r. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  at 
Fredericksburg,  on  Wednesday  the  18th  day  of  September  1S39: 

Present — Thomas  H.  Botts,  George  Hamilton,  John  Gray,  John  J.  Berrey,  Peter  Goolrick,  John  H.  Wal- 
lace, Stephen  J.  Blaydes,  Anthony  Buck,  John  M.  Herndon. 

Thomas  H.  Bolts  esq.  was  appointed  president  pro  tempore. 

The  board  agreed  to  discount  John  F.  Taliaferro's  note  endorsed  by  Robert  T.  Willis  and  Benjamin  F. 
Taliaferro  for  $2500,  and  continue  the  same  as  accommodation  paper,  provided  the  same  was  applied  to  the 
discharge  of  Francis  W.  Taliaferro's  note  for  a  like  amount  endorsed  by  William  C.  Willis. 

The  cashier  was  directed  to  notify  Mann  A.  Page  that  his  note  for  $1000  must  be  curtailed  $500  when 
due  again,  and  that  the  remaining  $500  would  be  expected  sixty  days  thereafter. 

John  C.  Hansbrough  was  directed  to  be  notified  that  an  additional  responsible  name  would  be  required  on 
his  note  when  due  again,  or  payment  would  be  expected. 

Offered,      $86,568  58. 

Discounted,    S1.719  12. 

The  board  then  adjourned. 

THOS.  H.  BOTTS,  Pr.  p.  t. 

Hugh  M.  Patton,  Cash'r. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Fre- 
dericksburg, on  Wednesday  the  26th  day  of  September  1839  : 

Present — George  Hamilton,  Doff  Green,  Stephen  J.  Blaydes,  John  Hart,  John  M.  Herndon,  Peter  Gool- 
rick, John  H.  Wallace,  Anthony  Buck,  John  J.  Berrey,  John  Gray,  Thomas  H.  Botts,  William  C.  Beale. 

George  Hamilton  esq.  was  appointed  president  pro  tempore. 
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The  cashier  was  directed  to  notify  John  T.  Baggott  that  his  note  for  $300  must  be  paid  when  due 
Also  Bcnj.  Johnsou's  note  for  S500.  Curtails  were  ordered  on  Cudden  Davis's  and  E.  &  J.  Latham's  n 
$  100  each  note  every  sixty  days. 

Offered,       $64,999  83. 

Discounted,    63,068  12. 

The  board  then  adjourned. 

GEORGE  HAMILTON,  Pret't  pro  tern. 

Hugh  M.  Patton,  Quh'r. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of 
Virginia  at  Fredericksburg  on  Wednesday  the  2d  of  October  1839  : 

Present— C.  L.  Stevenson,  president,  John  H.  Wallace,  George  Hamilton,  John  Hart,  William  C.  Beale, 
Duff  Green,  Stephen  J.  Blaydes,  John  Gray. 

Curtails  were  ordered  on  the  following  debts  : 

On  Charles  Mason's  note,  ...  $500 

Norbornc  E.  Sutton's  note,  -  500 
John  Holladay's  note,  ...  400 

John  H.  Lee's  note,  -  -  -  500 

Alex'r  Henderson's  note,  ...  100 

The  cashier  was  directed  to  notify  the  parties  accordingly. 
Offered,  $65,607  23 

Discounted,       59,916  66 

The  board  then  adjourned. 

CARTER  L.  STEVENSON",  President. 

Hugh  M.  Patton,  Cash'r. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of 
Virginia  at  Fredericksburg  on  Wednesday  the  9th  of  October  1839: 

Present — C.  L.  Stevenson,  president,  John  Gray,  George  Hamilton,  John  Hart,  DufFGreen,  John  M. Hem- 
don,  John  J.  Bcrrey,  Stephen  J.  Blaydes,  Peter  Goolrick,  William  C.  Beale,  Anthony  Buck. 

Curtails  were  ordered  on  the  following  debts: 

Mildred  Buckner's  debt  of  -  -  $  450 

Edward  E.  Cooke's  debt  of  -  -  600 

Thomas  R.  Ditty's  debt  of  -  -  -  250 

Ja's  M.  Sthrcshley's  debt  of  -  -  250 

John  T.  Tucker's  debt  of  450 
Francis  C.  Fitzhugh's  debt  of  -  -  380 

The  cashier  was  directed  to  notify  the  parties  accordingly. 

Offered,  841,078  3« 

Discounted,       41,073  3S 

The  board  then  adjourned. 

CARTER  L.  STEVENSON,  President. 

Hugh  M.  Patton,  Ctuh'r. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Farmers 
Bank  of  Virginia  at  Fredericksburg  on  Saturday  the  12th  day  of  October  1S39 : 

Present — Carter  L.  Stevenson,  president,  George  Hamilton,  Thomas  H.  Botts,  John  H.  Wallace,  John  M. 
Herndon,  Stephen  J.  Blaydes,  Anthony  Buck,  Peter  Goolrick,  John  J.  Berrcy,  John  Hart,  William  C  Beale. 

The  president  laid  before  the  board  tho  following  communication  from  the  mother  bank : 

«  FARMERS  BANK  OF  VA. 

Richmond,  Oct.  lltb,  1839. 

"  DEAR  SIR, 

M  I  am  under  the  painful  necessity  of  informing  you  that  this  bank  along  with  the  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Exchange  Bank  at  this  place  have  deemed  it  necessary  for  the  present  to  suspend  specie  payments. 

"This  measure  has  been  forced  ujxin  them  by  the  course  of  the  banks  of  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia, 
where  they  suspended  yesterday,  arid  the  unusual  demands  to  which  the  banks  here  have  been  thereby  exposed. 
Your  office  must  be  uuder  the  necessity  of  coming  to  a  similar  resolution. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

WILL.  H.  MACFARLAND,  President. 
Per  J.  A.  SMITH." 
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After  considerable  discussion  upon  the  contents  of  the  above  letter,  the  board  adopted  the  following  i 
lutions : 

Resolved,  That  this  branch  of  the  Farmers  Bank  will  go  along  with  the  parent  institution  in  suspending 
specie  payments  for  the  present. 

Resolved,  That  the  cashier  be  authorized  to  pay  out  small  sums  for  the  purposes  of  change,  at  his  discretion, 
until  otherwise  ordered  by  this  board. 

CARTER  L.  STEVENSON,  President. 

Teste, 

Hugh  M.  Patton,  Cash'r. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of 
Virginia  at  Fredericksburg  on  Wednesday  the  16lh  of  October  1839 : 

Present — Carter  L.  Stevenson,  president,  Will.  C.  Beale,  John  Gray,  Peter  Goolrick,  Anthony  Buck,  John 
J.  Berrey,  Duff  Green,  John  M.  Hcrndon,  John  H.  Wallaco,  Stephen  J.  Bluydes,  John  Hart,  Thomas  H.  Botu. 

The  president  laid  before  the  board  a  letter  from  the  president  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia,  which 
was  read,  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes,  and  is  as  follows  : 

"  FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 
October  15,  1839. 

"  DEAR  SIR, 

"  There  was  held  to-day  a  meeting  of  the  boards  of  this  bank,  the  Bank  of  Virginia  and  of  the 
Exchange  Bank,  in  order  to  have  read  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Leigh  and  others,  and  to  decide  upon  some  course 
in  which  they  might  severally  concur.  The  opinions  of  the  gentlemen  consulted  did  not  agree  in  some  par- 
ticulars. 

«•  Mr.  Johnson  and  others  are  of  opinion  that  individuals  cannot  charge  the  bank  with  the  penalties  that  at- 
tach to  the  transactions  of  banking  business  after  suspension  until  there  has  been  a  sentence  of  forfeiture  in  a 
prosecution  in  the  name  of  the  public  with  a  view  to  forfeit  the  charter,  and  therefore  that  no  debtor  of  the  bank 
can  resist  the  suit  of  the  bank  by  alleging  a  forfeiture  until  there  has  been  such  a  sentence.  Mr.  Leigh  dissents 
from  that  opinion,  and  thinks  the  bank  may  incur  the  risks  of  losing  new  debts  created  by  discounting  since  the 
suspension. 

14  The  meeting  decided  it  was  prudent  not  to  renew  any  note  heretofore  discounted,  but  that  all  such  notes 
should  be  protested,  or  that  the  parties  should  execute  a  writing  waiving  demand,  protest  and  notice,  and  under- 
taking to  be  responsible  for  its  payment,  or  that  approved  collateral  security  should  be  given.  And  the  meeting 
decided  further  that  it  was  prudent  to  go  on  to  discount  approved  business  paper  to  a  moderate  extent  so  as  to 
relievo  the  pressing  demands  of  the  community.  I  regard  it  to  be  important  to  reduce  the  line  of  discounts  so 
far  as  a  just  regard  to  the  necessities  of  the  public  will  allow,  and  by  no  means  to  increase  the  outstanding  debt. 
This,  1  hope,  will  be  the  resolution  of  the  board  here.  It  is  our  purpose  to  supply  change,  and  that  I  hope  will 
bo  the  course  of  the  whole  institution. 

In  great  haste, 

I  am,  dear  sir, 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

WILL.  H.  MACFARLAND,  President." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  after  discussion  that  this  board  will  concur  in  the  determination  of  the 
banks  in  Richmond  to  continue  to  discount  approved  business  paper  to  a  moderate  extent  for  the  purpose  of  giv- 
ing some  relief  to  the  community. 

Upon  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  and  taken  as  follows  : 

For  the  motion — C.  L.  Stevenson,  president,  Will.  C.  Bealc,  John  Gray,  Peter  Goolrick,  John  J.  Berrey, 
Duff  Green,  John  M.  Hcrndon,  Stephen  J.  Blaydcs,  John  Hart. 

Against  the  motion — Anthony  Buck,  John  fl.  Wallace,  Thomas  H.  Botts. 
Curtails  were  ordered  on  the  following  debts: 

$350 
100 


Will.  H.  Buckner's  note  for 
H.  J.  Forbes's  note  for 
Robert  O.  Grayson's  note  for 
John  W.  Hungerford's  note  for 
Conway  C.  Macon's  note  for 
E.  R.  Sherman's  note  for 
James  B.  Thornton's  note  for 
6 


2000 
350 
500 
100 
250 
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William  M.  Blackford  was  called  upon  to  give  an  additional  endorser  on  his  note  for  $  1016  when  it  becomes 
due  in  December  next. 

The  cashier  was  directed  to  notify  the  parties  accordingly. 
Offered,  $54,047  19 

Discounted,         4,889  39 

The  board  then  adjourned. 

CARTER  L.  STEVENSON,  President. 

Hugh  M.  Patton,  Cathier. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of 
Virginia  at  Fredericksburg  on  Wednesday  the  23d  day  of  October  1839  : 

Present — C.  L.  Stevenson,  president,  George  Hamilton,  Thomas  H.  Botts,  Anthony  Buck,  John  Hart,  John 
H.  Wallace,  John  Gray,  Stephen  J.  Blaydes,  Peter  Goolrick,  Duff"  Green,  William  C.  Bcale. 

The  president  laid  before  the  board  of  directors  the  official  proceedings  of  the  three  banks  at  Richmond, 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes. 

,l  The  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia,  and  of  the  Exchange 
Bank  of  Virginia  at  Richmond,  assembled  in  general  meeting  October  15th,  1839. 

"  The  opinions  of  B.  W.  Leigh,  Chapman  Johnson,  Conway  Robinson  and  Samuel  Taylor,  upon  the  ques- 
tions how  far  the  chartered  privileges  of  the  banks  would  be  forfeited  by  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and 
by  what  mode  the  forfeiture  and  other  penalties  in  such  cases  incurred  would  have  to  be  exacted  and  enforced  were 
first  read  to  the  meeting. 

"  The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  enquire  how  the  business  of  the  banks  ought  for  the  present  to  be  con- 
ducted, and  whether  it  would  be  admissible,  reference  being  bad  to  the  necessities  of  the  public,  to  discount  to 
a  moderate  extent  paper  that  is  to  be  paid  at  maturity.    Whereupon  on  full  consideration  it  was  unanimously 

"  Raoiced,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  boards  of  the  several  banks  not  to  renew  notes  heretofore  dis- 
counted, but  to  allow  the  same  to  remain  over  in  such  instances  as  the  parties  are  unable  to  pay,  and  by  ibe 
usage  of  the  banks  were  authorized  to  expect  a  renewal  upon  written  waiver  of  demand,  notice  and  protest, 
and  undertaking  by  the  several  parties  bound  to  remain  liable  in  default  of  such  demand,  protest  and  notice,  or 
upon  the  transfer  of  approved  collateral  security ;  but  that  in  such  cases  as  the  parties  do  not  make  such  ar- 
rangements, or  from  absence  have  not  the  opportunity  of  doing  so,  that  the  ordinary  course  by  protest  of  securing 
debts  be  adopted  ;  and  that  to  prevent  the  general  and  painful  embarrassment  and  discredit  which  would  result 
from  the  refusal  altogether  to  discount  hereafter,  that  the  discount  of  approved  paper  to  a  moderate  extent  be 
authorized." 

Curtails  were  ordered  on  William  Bell's,  Thomas  Rowe's  and  Gulielmus  Smith's  debts. 
Offered,  $12,904  55 

Discounted,        9,420  96 

The  board  then  adjourned. 

CARTER  L.  STEVENSON,  President. 

Hitch  M.  Patton,  Cosh'r. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of 
Virginia  at  Fredericksburg  the  30th  day  of  October  1S39 : 

Present — C.  L.  Stevenson,  president,  Thomas  H.  Botts,  John  Gray,  Will.  C.  Bealc,  Anthony  Buck,  John 
M.  Herndon,  Duff"  Green,  Stephen  J.  Blaydes,  Peter  Goolrick,  John  Hart. 

A.  M.  Green  and  Gulielmus  Smith  were  called  upon  to  pay  their  respective  notes  when  due  again  on  the 
1st  day  of  January  next. 

A.  M.  Green,  endorsed  by  T.  Green,  -  -  $346 

Gul.  Smith,  "         F.  Johnston,  -  -  200 

Offered,  $13,186  78 

Discounted,       9.0SG  7S 

There  being  no  further  business  for  the  consideration  of  the  board  they  adjourned. 

CARTER  L.  STEVENSON,  President. 

Hcgu  If.  Patton,  Cush'r. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of 
Virginia  nt  Fredericksburg  on  Wednesday  the  6th  day  of  November  1839  : 

Present — Carter  L.  Stevenson,  president,  John  Gray,  Will.  C.  Beale,  Anthony  Buck,  John  M.  Herndon, 
John  H.  Wallace,  Duff*  Green,  Peter  Goolrick,  Stephen  J.  Blaydes,  George  Hamilton. 

A  curtail  of  five  hundred  dollars  was  required  on  John  Chrisman's  note  of  $  1600  when  the  same  becomes 
due  on  the  6-8  of  January  next. 
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The  cashier  was  directed  to  notify  James  Ross  that  a  curtail  of  $  5000  would  be  required  on  his  note  when 
it  became  due  on  the  6-8  January,  and  that  unless  this  requisition  was  complied  with  on  his  part  that  his  debt 
to  this  office  would  not  be  continued. 

Offered,  $11,902  62. 

Discounted,       10,305  78. 

There  being  no  further  business  for  the  consideration  of  the  board,  they  adjourned. 

CARTER  L.  STEVENSON,  Prtndaa. 

Hugh  M.  Patton,  Ctuh'r. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of 
Virginia  at  Fredericksburg  on  Wednesday  November  13th,  1839 : 

Present — Carter  L.  Stevenson,  president,  George  Hamilton,  John  Gray,  Will.  C.  Beale,  John  Hart,  Duff 
Green,  Stephen  J.  Blaydes,  Peter  Goolrick. 

Curtails  were  ordered  on  the  following  debts  : 

Robert  O.  Grayson's  note  for  -  $1100 
Edgar  Doore's  note  for  200 
Benj.  R.  Hillyard's  note  for     -  -  -  -  200 

The  cashier  was  directed  to  notify  the  parties  accordingly. 

Offered,  $  17,259  27. 

Discounted,       17.0S2  27. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  board  adjourned. 

CARTER  L.  STEVENSON,  Praident. 

Hugh  Mm  Patton,  Ca*AV. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of 
Virginia  at  Fredericksburg  on  Wednesday  the  20ih  day  of  November  1839  : 

Present — C.  L.  Stevenson,  president,  George  Hamilton,  John  H.  Wallace,  Anthony  Buck,  John  J.  Berrey, 
John  Hart,  Duff  Green,  Stephen  J.  Blaydes,  Will.  C.  Beale,  John  Gray,  Peter  Goolrick. 

The  cashier  laid  before  the  board  a  letter  from  John  G.  Blair  esq.,  cashier  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virgi- 
nia, acknowledging  the  receipt  of  $  19,189  of  the  notes  of  this  office  which  had  been  forwarded  to  be  cancelled; 
they  consisted  of  notes  of  the  following  denominations :  (See  letter-book  of  the  6th  November  1839.) 
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Total  cancelled,  -  $19189 

The  cashier  also  laid  before  the  board  an  instrument  of  writing  signed  and  executed  by  William  K.  Smith, 
binding  himself  to  make  and  execute  a  full  and  complete  title  to  certain  real  estate  therein  described,  more 
completely  to  secure  his  liabilities  (o  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  and  the  office  of  dis- 
count and  deposit  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Fredericksburg.  Upon  consideration  whereof  it  was  una- 
nimously deemed  expedient  for  the  present  to  accept  the  same  on  thepart  of  this  office  until  a  more  formal  and 
minute  conveyance  could  be  made. 
Offered,  $  19.G97  68 

Discounted,       12,784  68 

There  being  no  further  business  for  the  consideration  of  the  board,  they  adjourned. 

CARTER  L.  STEVENSON,  Prmdcnt. 

Hugh  M.  Patton,  CtwAV. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of 
Virginia  at  Fredericksburg  on  Wednesday  the  27th  day  of  November  1839 : 

Present — Carter  L.  Stevenson,  president,  John  Gray,  George  Hamilton,  William  C.  Beale,  John  Hart, 
John  M.  Herndon,  Stephen  J.  Blades,  John  H.  Wallace,  Peter  Goolrick. 

The  board  agreed  to  lend  William  Morson  one  thousand  dollars  or  more  on  a  pledge  of  stock. 

Offered,  $  10,982  21 

Discounted,       10,982  21 

There  being  no  further  business  for  the  consideration  of  the  board,  after  the  transaction  of  the  ordinary  bu- 
siness they  adjourned. 

CARTER  L.  STEVENSON,  President. 

Hi;gh  M.  Patton,  Cashier. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of 
Virginia  at  Fredericksburg  on  Wednesday  the  4th  day  of  December  1839  : 

Present — Carter  L.  Stevenson,  president,  John  11.  Wallace,  Will.  C.  Beale,  John  Hart,  John  M.  Herndon, 
Peter  Goolrick,  Stephen  J.  Blaydes,  Thomas  H.  Botts,  John  J.  Bcrrey. 

William  T.  Buck  having  slated  that  he  was  unable  to  meet  the  drafts  which  he  had  drawn  on  John  H. 
Smith,  and  discounted  heretofore  by  this  office,  and  made  the  following  proposition  to  secure  his  whole  debt  to 
this  bank,  viz  :  He  would  execute  his  note  for  $  3500  endorsed  by  Anthony  Buck  and  John  Buck,  and  give  a 
deed  of  trust  upon  property  to  be  approved  of  by  the  board  of  directors,  as  additional  security  for  the  payment 
of  the  said  debt.  The  board  upon  motion  unanimously  agreed  to  the  said  proposition,  but  preferred  that  the 
arrangement  should  not  be  made  until  wc  were  restored  to  our  corporate  privileges  by  the  legislature. 

Offered,  $10,825  40 

Discounted,       10,826  40 

There  being  no  further  business  the  board  adjourned. 

CARTER  L.  STEVENSON,  President. 

Huoh  M.  Patton,  Cashier. 
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A  Statement  of  amount  of  Note*  and  Bills  offered  for  Discount  at  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Fredericksburg, 
in  each  of  the  classes  required  by  law,  from  the  \Bth  of  September  to  4/A  December  1839,  inclusive. 
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177  00 
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A  Statement  of  Sills  and  Notes  discounted,  consisting  of 
form,  and  of  Notes  and  Bills  called  ' 


Notes,  Notes  and  Bill* 
,  and  such  as  were  rejected. 


Ucbtudiw  In  lh«  form 
oCccanULoUtio 


nrJ  Billi  which    Amount  cillod  '..uuiem    TowJ  ircwunl 


1839. 

August  7,  Discounted, 
"    "  Rejected, 
"    14,  Discounted, 


"   21,  Discounted, 
"    "  Rejected, 
"   28,  Discounted, 
"    "  Rejected, 

September  4,  Discounted, 
"        "  Rejected, 
"       11,  Discounted, 

"  Rejected, 
"       18,  Discounted, 

"  Rejected, 
"      25,  Discounted, 
"       "  Rejected, 

October  2,  Discounted, 
"    "  Rejected, 


19200  00 
500  00 


39474  09 

1648  71 
27390  00 

2259  67 
48180  00 
75  00 
23500  00 

2802  54 
47140  00 

1849  46 
34989  00 
530  71 
36090  00 

2690  57 


10531  44 

18602  00 

10120  78 
1575  00 
14620  00 

15553  40 

19035  00 

17715  00 
3000  00 

15793  00 
1400  00 
9956  00 
3000  00 


4555  27 
9413  43 
9642  35 
8005  61 
12397  50 
16503  98 
16664  12 
12286  12 

» 

13870  66 


RECAPITULATION. 


Notes  and  bills  tbat  have  been 

Business  paper, 

Notes  offered  and  rejected, 


Total  offered, 


71 

64951  43 

59237  22 
50021  61 
76130  90 
59038  98 
81719  12 
63068  12 
59926  66 


500  00 


34786  71 
64951  43 


71 
67 
75  00 
54 
4849  46 
1930  71 
5690  57 


61841  52 
8G568  58 
61999  83 
65617  23 


312,915  09 
131,926  62 
103,539  04 
21,331  66 

$569,712  41 


It  is  proper  that  the  undersigned  should  add  the  subjoined  explanation  of  the  statement  contained  in  No.  3. 

Our  accommodation  debt  has  increased  considerably  in  the  last  twelve  or  eighteen  months,  in  consequence 
of  the  embarrassments  which  generally  prevailed  almost  every  where. 

We  had  discounted  bills  on  the  north  to  a  considerable  extent,  which  it  was  confidently  expected  would  be 
paid  at  maturity,  the  parties  being  considered  undoubted;  many  of  them  however  returned  protested.  The 
hank  was  then  compelled  in  self-defence  to  consolidate  the  same,  take  ample  and  sufficient  security,  and  put 
such  debts  on  the  footing  of  accommodation  paper. 

It  will  be  perceived  by  the  annexed  proceedings  of  our  board  that  this  description  of  debt  is  now  under- 
going a  curtail,  which  will  be  rigidly  enforced  until  the  same  is  reduced  considerably  below  our  capital. 

That  description  of  debts  which  has  been  discounted  and  renewed  was  originally  negotiated  for  specific 
periods,  and  has  continued  ever  since  for  the  accommodation  of  the  debtors,  subject  however  to  be  called  for 
whenever  the  board  may  order  the  same. 

The  business  paper  has  always  been  punctually  paid  when  at  maturity. 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

To  N.  E.  Venable,  Esq.  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Banks 
of  the  Legislature  of  °"1  J 


HUGH  If.  PATTON,  Cashier. 
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FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA — BRANCH  AT  LYNCHBURG. 

FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA 
At  Lynchbubg,  September  20,  1S39. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  directors  this  day  at  their  banking  house : 

Present — Wm.  Radford,  president,  Wm.  Daniel,  jr.,  J.  M.  Warwick,  Richard  Tyrce,  John  Smith,  jr., 
Samuel  M'Corkle  and  Samuel  Miller. 

Sundry  discounts  were  made  as  per  offering  book,  and  then  the  board  adjourned. 

Amount  discounted,  class  No.  1,  13,818  24 

Amount  rejected,  class  No.  1,                  .....  2,734  10 

Amount  discounted,  class  No.  2,                -                -                -                -                -  17,741  00 

Amount  discounted,  class  No.  3,                .....  15,000  00 

Amount  rejected,  class  No.  2,    -                -                -                -                -                -  4,223  60 

Amount  ol  debts  due  in  form  of  accommodation,          ....  19,000  00 

Amount  bills  and  notes  which  had  been  discounted  and  renewed  in  form  of  accommodation,  00  00 

Amount  of  real  business  paper  discounted,                   ....  29,059  24 

Amount  of  real  business  paper  rejected,     -----  2,734  10 

FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA 
At  Lynchburg,  September  27,  1839. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  directors  this  day  at  their  banking  house : 

Present — John  M.  Warwick,  president  pro  tern,  by  appointment  by  the  president,  John  G.  Meem,  Henry  S. 
Langhome,  Richard  Tyrec,  John  Smith,  jr.,  Ammon  Hancock  and  Sam'l  Miller. 

Sundry  discounts  were  made  as  pet  offering  book,  and  then  the  board  adjourned. 

Amount  discounted,  class  No.  1,  14,324  76 

Amount  rejected,  class  No.  1,                   .....  1,646  83 

Amount  discounted  in  class  No.  2,                             -                -                -                -  25,363  60 

Amount  discounted,  class  No.  3,                -                -                -                -  00  00 

Amount  rejected,  class  No.  2,    -               -               -               -               -               -  00  00 

Amount  of  debts  due  in  form  of  accommodation,          ....  6.S40  00 

Amount  bills  and  notes  which  had  been  discounted  and  renewed  in  form  of  accommodation,    -  00  00 

Amount  real  business  paper  discounted,      .....  32,847  12 

Amount  real  business  paper  rejected,         .....  i(646  83 

FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA 

At  Lynchburg,  October  4tb,  1839. 


At  a  regular,  meeting  of  the  directors  this  day  at  their  banking  bouse  : 

Present — Wm.  Radford,  president,  John  G.  Mcem,  Samuel  M'Corkle,  Samuel  E.  White,  John 
John  M.  Warwick,  Ammon  Hancock  and  Richard  Tyree. 

Sundry  discounts  were  made  as  per  offering  book,  and  then  the  board  adjourned. 
Amount  discounted,  class  No.  1, 
Amount  rejected,  class  No.  1,  - 
Amount  discounted,  class  No.  2, 
Amount  rejected,  class  No.  2,  - 

Amount  discounted,  class  No.  3,  -  -  - 

Amount  debts  due  in  form  of  accommodation, 

Amount  bills  and  notes  discounted  and  renewed  in  form  of  accommodation, 
Amount  real  business  paper  discounted,  - 

Amount  real  business  paper  rejected,  ... 


Smith,  jr., 


13,040  72 
1,646  83 
37,138  20 
00  00 
00  00 
10,835  00 
00  00 
39,343  92 
1,646  83 
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FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA 

At  Lynchbuhg,  October  11,  1S39. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  directors  this  day  at  their  banking  house : 

Present — Wm.  Radford,  president,  John  G.  Mcem,  Henry  S.  Langhorne,  A.  Hancock,  R.  Tyree,  J.  M. 
Warwick,  S.  M'Corkle,  W.  Daniel,  jr.,  S.  E.  White,  G.  W.  Turner,  and  J.  Smith,  jr. 
Sundry  discounts  were  made  as  per  offering  book,  and  then  the  board  adjourned. 


Amount  discounted,  class  No.  1, 
Amount  rejected,  class  No.  1,  - 
Amount  discounted,  class  No.  2, 
Amount  rejected,  class  No.  2,  - 
Amount  discounted,  class  No.  3, 
Amount  debts  due  in  form  of  accommodation, 
Amount  discounted  and  renewed  in  form  of  accommodation, 
Amount  real  business  paper  discounted, 
Amount  real  business  paper  rejected, 


15,990  87 
1.SS6  S3 
28,020  94 
2,700  0O 
00  0O 
4,740  0O 
00  0O 
39,261  81 
4,586  S3 


FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA 
'  At  Lynchburg,  October  18,  1S39. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  directors  this  day  at  their  banking  house : 

Present — Wm.  Radford,  president,  J.  G.  Meem,  H.  S.  Langhorne,  A.  Hancock,  R.  Tyree,  J.  M.  Warwick, 
S.  M'Corkle,  W.  Daniel,  jr.,  S.  E.  White,  G.  W.  Turner  and  J.  Smith,  jr. 

Sundry  discounts  were  made  as  per  offering  book,  and  then  the  board  adjourned. 

Amount  discounted,  class  No.  1,                                -  12,247  05 

Amount  rejected,  class  No.  1,                   .....  2,481  94 

Amount  discounted,  class  No.  2,                -                 -                 -                 -                -  3,700  00 

Amount  rejected,  class  No.  2,                   .....  3,500  0O 

Amount  discounted,  class  No.  3,                 -                 -                -                 -  00  0O 

Amount  of  debts  due  in  form  of  accommodation,                              (waived  or  suspended)  11,222  23 

Amount  of  bills  and  notes  discounted  and  renewed  in  form  of  accommodation,                     -  00  0O 

Amount  of  real  business  paper  discounted,                  -                -                -                -  15,947  05 

Amount  of  real  business  paper  rejected,                     ....  6,981  94 

FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA 

At  Lynchburg,  October  26,  1339. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  directors  this  day  at  their  banking  house: 

Present — Wm.  Radford,  president,  J.  G.  Mcem,  J.  M.  Warwick,  G.  W.  Turner,  S.  M'Corkle,  Richard 
Tyree,  J.  Smith,  jr.,  H.  S.  Langhorne. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  trustee  in  the  deed  made  by  Ro.  Tinsley  (in  his  lifetime  to  this  bank  for  a  debt 
due  by  the  said  Tinsley)  be  authorized  to  use  his  discretion  to  sell  the  land  named  in  the  said  deed  on  a  credit  not 
exceeding  twelve  months,  with  the  consent  of  the  endorser  on  the  note,  retaining  a  lien  on  the  land,  or  taking 
good  personal  security. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  trustee  named  in  the  deed  made  by  J.  S.  Blair  to  secure  a  debt  from  him  to 
this  bank,  be  requested  to  release  the  property  named  therein,  (the  debt  having  been  paid.) 

Sundry  discounts  were  made  as  per  offering  book,  and  then  the  board  adjourned. 
Amount  discounted,  class  No.  1,  12,744  60 

Amount  rejected,  class  No.  1,  -  -  -  -  -  1,400  00 

Amount  discounted,  class  No.  2,  13,344  88 

Amount  rejected,  class  No.  2,  .....  3,402  23 

Amount  discounted,  class  No.  3,  -  -  -  -  00  0O 

Amount  of  debts  due  in  form  of  accommodation,  -  -    (waived  or  suspended)  5,400  0O 

Amount  of  bills  and  notes  discounted  and  renewed  in  form  of  accommodation,  -  00  0O 

Amount  of  real  business  paper  discounted,  -  26,089  48 

Amount  of  real  business  paper  rejected,  ....         4302  23 
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FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA 
At  Lynchbubo,  November  1,  1839. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  directors  this  day  at  their  banking  house : 

Present — Wm.  Radford,  John  G.  Meem,  John  M.  Warwick,  Geo.  W.  Turner,  Wm.  Daniel,  jr.,  Richard 
Tyree,  Samuel  M'Corkle,  Henry  S.  Langborne  and  Samuel  E.  White. 

Sundry  discounts  were  made  as  per  offering  book,  and  then  the  board  adjourned. 

Amount  discounted,  class  No.  1,  13,744  38 

Amount  rejected,  class  No.  1,   -               -               -               -               -               -  1,625  00 

Amount  discounted,  class  No.  2,                .....  17,886  62 

Amount  rejected,  class  No.  2,    -               -               -               -               -               -  1,250  00 

Amount  discounted,  class  No.  3,                -                -                -                -                -  00  00 

Amount  debts  due  in  form  of  accommodation,              -                -    (waived  or  suspended,)  20,500  00 

Amount  bills  and  notes  discounted  and  renewed  in  form  of  accommodation,        -               -  00  00 

Amount  real  business  paper  discounted,      .....  31,631  00 

Amount  real  business  paper  rejected,         .....  2,876  00 

FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA 
At  Lynchbubo,  November  8,  1839. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  directors  this  day  at  their  banking  house : 

Present — Wm.  Radford,  John  G.  Meem,  Henry  S.  Langborne,  John  Smith,  jr.,  John  M.  Warwick,  Ammon 
Hancock,  Samuel  Miller  and  Samuel  E.  White. 

Sundry  discounts  were  made  as  per  offering  book,  and  then  the  board  adjourned. 

Amount  discounted,  class  No.  1,                -                -                -                -                -  13,497  36 

Amount  rejected,  class  No.  1,    -                -                -                -                -                -  1,927  63 

Amount  discounted,  class  No.  2,  9,647  25 

Amount  rejected,  class  No.  2,    -                -                -                -                -                -  2,000  00 

Amount  discounted,  class  No.  3,                -                -                -                -  00  00 

Amount  debts  due  in  form  of  accommodation,              ...                -  10,700  00 

Amount  bills  and  notes  discounted  and  renewed  in  form  of  accommodation,        -               -  00  00 

Amount  real  business  paper  discounted,      -----  23,134  61 

Amount  real  business  paper  rejected,          .....  3,927  63 

FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA 

At  Lynchbubo,  15th  November  1839. 

At  a  regular  meetiog  of  the  directors  this  day  at  their  banking  house : 

Present— William  Radford,  president,  John  G.  Meem,  Henry  S.  Langhorne,  George  W.  Turner,  Richard 
Tyree,  Ammon  Hancock  and  Samuel  E.  White. 

Sundry  discounts  were  made  as  per  offering  book  and  then  the  board  adjourned. 

Amount  discounted,  class  No.  1,                ....  13,401  82 

Amount  rejected,  class  No.  1,                    -                -                -                -  -  965  22 

Amount  discounted,  class  No.  2,                -                -                -                -  -  12,414  90 

Amount  rejected,  class  No.  2,                   -                -                -                -  -  1,600  00 

Amount  discounted,  class  No.  3,                -                -                -                -  -  00  00 

Amount  debt  due  in  form  of  accommodation,               ...  (waived)  19,085  00 

Amount  bills  and  notes  discounted  and  renewed  in  form  of  accommodation,        -  -  00  00 

Amount  real  business  paper  discounted,      -                -                -                -  -  25,816  72 

Amount  real  business  paper  rejected,          .....  2,465  22 

FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA 

At  Lynchburg,  22d  November  1839. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  directors  this  day  at  their  banking  house : 

Present — W.  Radford,  president,  J.  G.  Meem,  J.  M.  Warwick,  G.  W.  Turner,  R.  Tyree,  J.  Smith  jr.,  S. 
E.  White. 

Raohed,  That  the  mother  bank  be  requested  to  make  a  deed  to  Jesse  Richeson  for  a  tract  of  land  taken 
from  James  Ware  for  a  debt  due  this  bank  and  since  sold  to  said  Jesse  Richeson. 
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Resolved,  That  the  trustee  in  the  deed  from  Ajax  Walkor  to  secure  a  debt  due  this  bank  be  allowed  one 
hundred  dollars  for  his  services  in  settling  that  debt. 

Sundry  discounts  were  made  as  per  offering  book  and  then  the  board  adjourned. 

Amount  discounted,  class  No.  1,                -                -                -                -                •  12,595  01 

Amount  rejected,  class  No.  1,                   -                -                -                -                -  1,850  00 

Amount  discounted,  class  No.  2,               -               -               -               -  00  00 

Amount  rejected,  class  No.  2,                   .....  8,065  77 

Amount  discounted,  class  No.  3,                -                -                -                -                -  00  00 

Amount  debt  due  in  form  of  accommodation,                ...      (waived)  18,900  00 

Amount  bills  and  notes  discounted  and  renewed  in  form  of  accommodation,         -                -  00  00 

Amount  real  business  paper  discounted,      .....  20,650  75 

Amount  real  business  paper  rejected,          .....  1,850  00 

FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA 

At  Lynchburg,  29th  November  1839. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  directors  this  day  at  their  banking  bouse : 

Present— Wm.  Radford,  president,  John  G.  Meem,  Henry  S.  Langhorne,  Geo.  W.  Turner,  Rich'd  Tyrce, 
Samuel  M'Corkle  and  Samuel  E.  White. 

Sundry  discounts  were  made  as  per  offering  book  and  then  the  board  adjourned. 


Amount  discounted,  class  No.  1, 
Amount  rejected,  class  No.  1, 
Amount  discounted,  class  No.  2, 

Amount  rejected,  class  No.  2,  ... 

Amount  discounted,  class  No.  3, 

Amount  debt  due  in  form  of  accommodation, 

Amount  bills  and  notes  discounted  and  renewed  in  form  of  accommodation, 
Amount  real  business  paper  discounted,  ... 
Amount  real  business  paper  rejected, 

CORPOKATION  OF  L  YNCHBUKG,  tO  wit  : 


20,952  S2 
1,603  50 
9,633  11 
00  oo 
00  oo 

8,370  OO 
00  00 
30.5S5  93 
1,608  50 


On  the  20th  day  of  December  1839,  Alexander  Tompkins,  cashier  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia 
at  Lynchburg,  personally  appeared  bclbrc  me  an  alderman  for  the  said  corporation,  and  made  oath  that  the  fore- 
going statement  is  a  true  extract  from  the  books  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Lynchburg. 
Given  under  my  hand  the  date  above  written. 

JOHN  R.  D.  PAYNE. 


FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA— BRANCH  AT  DANVILLE. 

Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Danville  from  September  the  15th  until 

December  1st,  1839. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  at  their  office  in  the  town  of  Danville  on 
Wednesday  September  18,  1839: 

Present — Ro.  W.  Williams,  Hobson  Johns. 
Hobson  Johns  was  appointed  president  pro  tern. 

Ordered,  That  the  bills  and  notes  entered  in  the  offering-book  No.  1  of  this  day,  and  numbered  from  one  to 
fourteen  inclusive,  be  discounted. 

The  cashier  reported  that  since  the  last  meeting  of  the  board  he  had  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  bank  one 
draft  for  the  sum  of  $450,  as  it  stands  entered  on  the  draft-book  of  Thursday  the  12th  instant,  which  said  pur- 
chase is  approved. 

Ordered,  That  the  draft  entered  on  the  draft-book  of  this  day  and  numbered  one  be  discounted. 
And  then  the  board  adjourned. 

HOBSON  JOHNS,  P.  P.  T. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  at  their  office  in  the  town  of  Danville  on 
Wednesday  September  25,  1S39  : 
Present — Hobson  Johns. 

Ordered,  That  the  bills  and  notes  entered  on  the  offering-book  No.  1  of  this  day,  and  numbered  from  one  to 
twenty  inclusive,  be  discounted,  except  No.  6,  which  is  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  the  draft  entered  on  the  draft-book  of  this  day  be  discounted. 

The  cashier  reported  that  since  the  last  meeting  of  the  board  he  bad  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  bank  at 

the  regular  rate  of  discount  one  draft  drawn  by  in  favour  of  and  endorsed  by  him  and  on 

 ,  Clarksville,  Virginia,  for  the  sum  of  *  1000  payable  in  90  days  from  the  date,  which  said  purchase  is 

approved. 

Adjourned. 

HOBSON  JOHNS. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  at  their  office  in  the  town  of  Danville  on 
Wednesday  October  2d,  1839 : 

Present — Thomas  Rawlins,  president,  Ro.  W.  Williams,  Hobson  Johns  and  Allen  Jones. 

Ordered,  That  the  bills  and  notes  entered  on  the  offering-book  No.  1  of  this  day,  and  numbered  from  one  to 
eighteen  inclusive,  be  discounted. 

Whereas  a  quorum  of  this  board  failed  to  meet  at  the  regular  meeting  which  should  have  been  held  on 
Wednesday  the  18th  day  of  September  last,  and  in  consequence  of  such  failure  Robert  W.  Williams  and  Hob- 
son  Johns,  two  members  of  said  board,  proceeded  to  transact  the  business  prepared  for  the  consideration  of  the 
board  and  discounted  sundry  negotiable  notes  and  drafts  as  appears  by  the  record  of  their  proceedings  now  here 
exhibited,  signed  and  authenticated  by  Hobson  Johns  as  president  pro  tcm.  on  that  day.  And  whereas  a  ouorum 
of  this  board  also  failed  to  attend  the  last  regular  meeting  of  this  board  which  should  have  been  held  on  Wednes- 
day September  25,  1839,  and  in  consequence  of  the  said  failure  Hobson  Johns,  one  of  the  members  of  this  board 
proceeded  to  discount  sundry  negotiable  notes  and  drafts  then  and  there  prepared  for  the  consideration  of  the 
said  board,  as  appears  by  the  record  of  his  proceedings,  and  here  exhibited,  signed  and  authenticated  with  the 
signature  of  the  said  Hobson  Johns :  Now,  therefore,  this  board  hereby  ratifies  and  confirms  the  said  acts  of 
the  said  Robert  W.  Williams  and  Hobson  Johns,  and  the  said  acts  of  the  said  Hobson  Johns,  and  makes  them 
their  own  as  fully  and  effectually  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  if  tbey  were  at  this  time  transacted. 

Ordered,  That  the  cashier  pay  to  Thompson  Coleman,  postmaster  at  this  place,  his  account  for  postage  up 
to  the  30th  September  1S39,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars  and  sixty-one  cents. 

Ordered,  That  the  drafts  entered  on  the  draft-book  of  this  day  be  discounted. 
And  then  the  board  adjourned. 

THO.  RAWLINS,  President. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  at  their  office  in  the  town  of  Danville  on 
Wednesday  October  9,  1839  : 

Present — Thomas  Rawlins,  president,  Robert  W.  Williams,  Robert  Wilson,  George  W.  Johnson,  Hobson 
Johns  and  Allen  Jones. 

Ordered,  That  the  bills  and  notes  entered  on  the  offering-book  No.  1  of  this  day,  and  numbered  from  one  to 
nineteen  inclusive,  be  discounted. 

Ordered,  That  the  drafts  entered  on  the  draft-book  of  this  day,  being  two,  be  discounted. 

Ordered,  That  Robert  Wilson,  George  W.  Johnson  and  Allen  Jones  be  appointed  a  committee  to  examine 
the  books  and  count  the  funds  and  effects  of  the  bank  in  the  hands  of  the  cashier  and  report. 
And  then  the  board  adjourned. 

THO.  RAWLINS,  Preit. 

At  a  called  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  at  their  office  in  the  town  of  Danville 
on  Thursday  October  10th,  1S39: 

Present — Thomas  Rawlins,  president,  George  W.  Johnson,  Robert  Wilson  and  Allen  Jones. 

Ordered,  That  a  draft  for  $  4000  drawn  by  in  favour  of  —  ■  and  endorsed  by 

him  at  60  days  on  of  Richmond  and  accepted  by  him  be  discounted. 

And  then  the  board  adjourned. 

THO.  RAWLINS,  JWr. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  at  their  office  in  the  town  of  Danville  on 
Wednesday  October  the  16th,  1839 : 

Present — Tbomas  Rawlins,  president,  Robert  Wilson,  George  W.  Johnson,  Hobson  Johns,  Allen  Jones, 
Nathaniel  T.  Green  and  Robert  W.  Willinms. 

Resolved,  That  this  board  will  continue  to  discount  drafts  where  they  are  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of 
debts  due  this  office. 

The  committee  heretofore  appointed  to  examine  the  books,  &c.  made  the  following  report,  which  was  re- 
ceived and  adopted  and  ordered  to  be  entered  in  the  minutes : 

We  the  undersigned  who  were  appointed  a  committee  to  examine  the  books  and  count  the  funds 
and  effects  of  the  bank  in  the  hands  of  the  cashier  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the 
Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  in  Danville,  have  performed  that  duty  and  beg  leave  to  report,  that 
upon  examination  of  the  books  of  said  office  we  find  they  call  for  in  bills  and  notes  outstand- 
ing, the  sum  of  -----  -       322,077  28 

And  that  the  cash  account  calls  for  the  sum  of  94,233  59 

Upon  counting  the  bills  and  notes  on  hand  and  outstanding,  we  find  they  amount  to  the  sum  of  322,S22  28 
Being  an  excess  over  the  sum  called  for  by  the  books  of  ...  745  00 

True  amount  as  called  for  by  the  books,  -  -  -     $ 322,077  28 

Upon  counting  the  cash  on  hand  we  find  there  are  in  office  notes,      ...  39,873  00 

Farmers  and  branch  notes,                       -  8,742  00 

Virginia  and  branch  notes,                        -                -                -                -                -  708  00 

Foreign  notes,                                        -                -                -                -  269  00 

Specie,                                                 .....  44,614  98 

Making  an  aggregate  sum  of  .....         94,206  98 

Shewing  a  deficiency  of  -  -  -  -  76  61 

True  amount  called  for  by  the  books,  ...      $  94.2S3  59 


We  have  also  examined  the  cashier's  account  and  find  to  his  credit  $  538  71. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


October  10th,  1839. 


ROB'T  WILSON, 
GEO.  W.  JOHNSON, 
ALLEN  JONES. 


The  president  laid  before  the  board  a  letter  from  Wm.  H.  Macfarland,  president  of  the  mother  bank  at 
Richmond,  advising  that  the  bank  had  been  compelled  to  suspend  the  payment  of  specie  ;  which  on  motion  was 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  a  draft  for  the  sum  of  $  1000  payable  at  four  months  drawn  by  surviving  part- 
ner, &c.  in  favour  of  and  endorsed  by  him  on  of  New  York,  be  received  in  payment 

of  a  debt  due  from  the  drawer  to  this  office,  allowing  the  usual  rate  of  discount. 
And  then  the  board  adjourned. 

THOMAS  RAWLINS,  Freit. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Va.  at  their  office  in  the  town  of  Danville  on  Wed- 
nesday October  23d,  1S39 : 

Present— Thomas  Rawlins,  president,  Nathaniel  T.  Green,  George  W.  Johnson,  Hobson  Johns  and  Allen 
Jones. 

The  cashier  reported  that  since  the  last  meeting  of  the  board  he  had  taken  in  payment  of  a  debt  due  the 
bank  a  draft  drawn  by  in  favour  of  and  endorsed  by  him  on  of  Balti- 
more for  the  sum  of  8  400  at  4  months,  deducting  therefrom  the  usual  rate  of  discount;  which  is  approved. 

The  president  laid  before  the  board  a  letter  from  Wm.  H.  Macfarland,  president  of  the  mother  bank  at 
Richmond,  touching  the  course  proposed  to  be  pursued  by  the  banks  in  Richmond  since  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments,  and  enclosing  resolutions  adopted  by  the  directors  of  the  same  at  a  meeting  held  by  them  on  the  15th 
Which  communication  was  laid  upon  the  table. 
Ordered,  That  the  draft  entered  on  the  draft-book  of  this  day  for  $  500  be  discounted. 
And  then  the  board  adjourned. 

THO.  RAWLINS,  Pret't. 
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At  a  called  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  at  their  office  in  the  town  of  Dan- 
ville on  Saturday  October  26,  1839  : 

Present — Thomas  Rawlins,  president,  Geo.  W.  Johnson,  Rob't  Wilson  and  Allen  Jones. 

  offered  a  draft  drawn  by  himself  in  favour  of  for  $  1000  at  60  days  on  

of  Petersburg  and  endorsed  by  the  said  and  which  draft  is  iejected. 

And  then  the  board  adjourned. 

THO.  RAWLINS,  Pre*. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  at  their  office  in  the  town  of  Danville  on 
Wednesday  October  30,  1839  : 

Present — Thomas  Rawlins,  president,  Hobson  Johns,  Allen  Jones,  Nath'l  T.  Green  and  Geo.  W.  Johnson. 

Ordered,  That  the  drafts  entered  on  the  draft-book  of  this  day  be  discounted  except  No.  1,  which  is  rejected. 

The  president  having  retired  from  the  board  Geo.  W.  Johnson  was  called  to  the  chair.  Thomas  Rawlins 
a  debtor  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  having  submitted  to  the  board  of  directors  of  this  office  a  verbal  pro- 
position requesting  the  said  board  to  advise  James  Lanier  and  George  Townes  trustees  for  the  Farmers  Bank  of 
Virginia,  the  Bank  of  Virginia  and  others  to  sell  certain  slaves,  sixteen  in  number,  and  conveyed  by  a  deed  of 
trust  bearing  date  on  the  sixth  day  of  May  1837,  and  duly  recorded  in  the  county  court  of  Pittsylvania  as  refe- 
rence thereto  may  more  fully  appear,  to  sell  the  said  slaves  privately  to  Francis  Williams  for  the  lumping  sum 
of  nine  thousand  dollars,  five  thousand  dollars  part  thereof  payable  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  July  next  car- 
rying interest  from  this  date,  and  the  residue  of  four  thousand  payable  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  January  1841, 
carrying  like  interest  from  this  day  until  paid. 

The  board  having  considered  the  said  proposition  and  being  fully  satisfied  that  the  estimate  of  the  value  of 
the  said  slaves  is  fully  equal  to  what  they  would  bring  at  auction  for  cash,  and  that  the  said  Francis  Williams 
is  fully  and  entirely  responsible  for  the  said  purchase  money  do 

Resolve,  That  the  said  trustees  be  advised  so  far  as  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  is  concerned,  to  make 
the  said  sale  upon  the  terms  proposed. 

And  then  the  board  adjourned. 

THOS.  RAWLINS,  Pres'l. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  at  their  office  in  the  town  of  Danville  on 
Wednesday  November  6,  1839 : 

Present — Thomas  Rawlins,  president,  Allen  Jones,  Hobson  Johns  and  George  W.  Johnson. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  adopted  by  this  board  on  the  14th  day  of  August  1839  in  relation  to  Morris 
Pollok,  be  rescinded.  • 

Ordered,  That  should  file  with  the  cashier  his  note  endorsed  by  for  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding before  next  meeting  of  this  board  the  same  shall  be  considered  as  having  been  now  discounted. 

And  then  the  board  adjourned. 

THO.  RAWLINS,  Prct't. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  at  their  office  in  the  town  of  Danville  on 
Wednesday  November  13,  1839  : 

Present — Thomas  Rawlins,  president,  Hobson  Johns,  Allen  Jones,  Robert  Wilson  and  George  W.  Johnson. 

Ordered,  That  the  notes  entered  on  the  offering-book  No.  1  of  this  day,  and  numbered  from  one  to  ten  in- 
clusive be  discounted  except  No.  1  which  is  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  the  drafts  entered  on  the  draft-book  of  this  day  numbered  from  one  to  ten  be  discounted  ex- 
cept No.  1  which  is  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  should  offer  a  draft  for  the  sum  of  S  4000  drawn  by  themselves  in  favour  of 

and  endorsed  by  him  on  of  Richmond  and  accepted  by  him  at  60  days  before  the  meet- 
ing of  the  next  board,  the  cashier  be  authorized  to  discount  the  same  to  be  paid  by  placing  $500  to  the  credit 

of  the  said  and  causing  a  credit  to  be  entered  on  a  draft  for  which  the  same  parties  are  liable  for 

$5000  now  in  Richmond  for  collection  and  due  on  the  18-21  November  for  the  remaining  $3500. 
And  then  the  board  adjourned. 

THO.  RAWLINS,  Pra't. 

9  . 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  at  their  office  in  the  town  of  Danville  on 
Wednesday  November  20th,  1839 : 

Present — Thomas  Rawlins,  president,  Geo.  W.  Johnson  and  Hobson  Johns. 

Ordered,  That  the  drafts  upon  the  draft  book  of  this  day  and  numbered  from  one  to  five  inclusive  be  dis- 
counted except  No.  2.  which  is  rejected. 
And  then  the  board  adjourned. 

THO.  RAWLINS,  President. 

At  a  called  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  at  their  office  in  the  town  of  Danville 
on  Thursday  the  21st  day  of  November  1S39  : 

Present — Thomas  Rawlins,  president,  Allen  Jones,  Hobson  Johns,  Robt.  Wilson  and  Nath'l  T.  Green. 

Ordered,  That  a  draft  for  dollars  drawn  by  in  favour  of  .  and  endorsed  by 

him  and  on   of  Petersburg,  payable  at  sight  and  now  before  this  board,  be  purchased 

provided  he  will  cause  two  other  names  satisfactory  to  the  cashier  to  be  put  upon  it. 
And  then  the  board  adjourned. 

THO.  RAWLINS,  President. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  at  their  office  in  the  town  of  Danville  on 
Wednesday  November  27,  1639  : 

Present — Thomas  Rawlins,  president,  Hobson  Johns  and  Allen  Jones. 

Ordered,  That  the  drafts  entered  on  the  draft  book  of  this  day  and  numbered  from  one  to  ten  inclusive  be 
discounted  except  No.  1,  which  is  discounted  only  upon  condition  that  the  drawer  will  put  another  name  upon  it 
satisfactory  to  the  cashier. 

Ordered,  That  the  cashier  pay  James  Lanier  five  dollars  for  furnishing  fuel  for  this  office  for  the  last  six 
months. 

And  then  the  board  adjourned. 

THO.  RAWLLNS,  President. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

A  true  copy, 

Teste, 

JAMES  LANIER,  Cashier. 

Amount  of  bills  and  notes  offered  for  discount  from  the  15th  September  till  the  1st  December  1839,  to  wit: 

First  class,  -  -  -  -  -  -  -      $  30,927  62 

Second  class,       -------  j^TaJS 

Amount  discounted  in  the  Grst  class,  -  ...        29,490  12 

Amount  rejected  in  do.  2,437  50 

S  30,927  62 

Amount  discounted  in  second  class,  -----       110,775  48 

Amount  rejected  in  do.  -----         3,200  00 


The  amount  of  debts  due  in  the  form  of  accommodation  notes  on  the  1st  December  1839,  S  243,523  54 

Amount  of  notes  and  bills  which  have  been  discounted  other  than  accommodation  notes  and  re- 
newed in  the  same  form,  -  S  7,500_00 

The  amount  of  business  paper  discounted  from  the  15th  September  till  the  1st  December  1839,  $  22,945  12 
Amount  of  do.        rejected  during  the  said  period,         ...  5.637_50 

JAMES  LANIER,  Cash'r. 
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FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA-BRANCH  AT  WINCHESTER. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 
Winchester,  Thursday  September  19lh,  1839. 

Present — Jos.  H.  Sherrard,  president,  Jno.  Brute,  Jno.  W.  Miller,  Geo.  F.  Washington,  Jas.  Stackhouse, 
Jacob  Scnscnev,  Ab.  Miller,  Robt.  T.  Baldwin,  Ricb'd  W.  Barton,  Jas.  M.  Mason,  directors. 

The  board  having  transacted  the  business  of  the  bank  adjourned  to  meet  on  Thursday  next  10  o'clock. 

(Signed) 

J.  H.  SHERRARD,  Pret't. 
Thursday,  Sept.  2G,  1639. 

Present — J.  H.  Sherrard,  president,  Jno.  W.  Miller,  Jas.  Stackhouse,  R.  J.  M'Kim  Holliday,  Jno.  Bruce, 
Robt.  T.  Baldwin,  directors. 

The  board  having  transacted  the  business  of  the  bank,  on  motion  they  adjourned  to  meet  on  Thursday  next 
10  o'clock. 

(Signed) 

J.  H.  SHERRARD,  PretU. 
Thursday,  Oct.  3,  1839. 

Present — J.  H.  Sherrard,  president,  Jno.  W.  Miller,  R.  J.  M'Kim  Holliday,  Geo.  F.  Washington,  R.  T. 
Baldwin,  Jas.  Stackhouse,  Jno.  Bruce,  J.  M.  Mason,  directors. 

The  board  having  transacted  the  business  of  the  bank,  on  motion  they  adjourned  to  meet  on  Thursday  next 
10  o'clock. 

(Signed) 

J.  H.  SHERRARD,  Pres't. 
Thursday,  Oct.  10,  1839. 

Present — J.  M.  Mason,  Jno.  W.  Miller,  J'b  Senseney,  R.  T.  Baldwin,  Ab.  Miller,  Jas.  Stackhouse,  Jno. 
Bruce,  G.  F.  Washington,  directors. 

The  president  being  absent  J.  M.  Mason  esq.  was  called  to  the  cbair. 

The  board  having  transacted  the  business  of  the  bank,  on  motion  they  adjourned  to  meet  on  Thursday  . 
morning  next  10  o'clock. 

(Signed) 

J.  M.  MASON. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  held  at  their  banking  house  on  Monday  morning  October 
14th,  1839 : 

Present — J.  H.  Sherrard,  president,  Rich'd  E.  Byrd,  R.  J.  M'Kim  Holliday,  J.  M.  Mason,  Ab.  MiUer,  Jas. 
Stackhouse,  Jno.  Bruce,  R.  T.  Baldwin,  J'b  Senseney,  directors. 
The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  the  president : 

Ruolved,  That  in  the  event  of  a  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  this  branch,  the  officers  thereof  be  and 
they  arc  hereby  instructed  to  pay  in  coin  until  the  further  order  of  the  board  such  small  demands  as  may  from 
time  to  time  be  made  at  the  counter  of  the  bank,  and  which  they  may  have  reason  to  suppose  are  made  for  the 
convenience  of  change,  and  also  to  pay  in  coin  fractional  parts  of  checks  when  the  amount  of  such  fraction  is 
less  than  five  dollars. 

Mr.  Mason  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  called  for  the  ayes  and  noes ;  whereupon  the  ayes 
and  noes  were  ordered. 

Ayes — J.  M.  Mason,  Ab.  Miller  and  Jb.  Senseney — 3. 

iVoe* — J.  H.  Sherrard,  Richard  E.  Byrd,  R.  J.  M'Kim  Holliday,  Jas.  Stackhouse,  Jno.  Bruce  and  R.  T. 
Baldwin-G. 

The  vote  being  taken  on  the  resolution,  it  was  unanimously  adopted. 
The  board  adjourned  to  meet  this  evening  at  7  o'clock. 

(Signed) 

J.  H.  SHERRARD,  Prat. 
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Monday  Evening,  October  14,  1839. 

The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present-Jos.  H.  Sherrard,  president,  J.  M.  Mason,  Jaa.  Stackhouse,  Jno.  Bruce,  Ricb'd  E.  Byrd,  It.  J. 
M'Kim  Holliday,  Ab.  Miller,  Jacob  Sensency,  directors. 

The  president  produced  to  the  board  a  letter  from  the  president  of  the  parent  bank  informing  him  of  the 
suspension  of  specie  payment  by  the  bank :  Whereupon  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  was  offered  by 
col.  J.  M.  Mason : 

This  board  being  advised  by  a  letter  from  Wm.  H.  Macfarland  esq.  president  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia dated  on  the  11th  instant  that  the  parent  bank  in  Richmond  had  for  the  present  suspended  payment  of 
specie  : 

Retolved,  That  for  the  present  payment  of  specie  be  suspended  at  this  office,  and  until  the  further  order  of 
the  board ;  the  foregoing  to  be  subject  nevertheless  to  the  resolution  of  the  board  adopted  at  the  former  meeting 
on  this  day. 

The  preamble  and  resolution  being  read,  Mr.  Byrd  called  for  the  ayes  and  noes,  which  stood  thus : 
A'je$—J.  H.  Sherrard,  J.  M.  Mason,  Jas.  Stackhouse,  Jno.  Bruce,  R.  J.  M'Kim  Holliday,  Ab.  Miller  and. 
Jacob  Senseney — 7. 

No— Rich'd  E.  Byrd— 1. 

Whereupon  the  board  adjourned. 

(Signed) 

J.  H.  SHERRARD,  Trah. 

Thursday,  October  17th,  1839. 

Present— J.  M.  Mason,  J*b  Senseney,  Jas.  Stackhouse,  Jno.  Bruce,  Jno.E.  Page,  R.  T.  Baldwin,  directors. 
The  president  being  absent,  J.  M.  Mason,  esq.  was  called  to  the  chair.    The  board  having  transacted  the 
business  of  the  bank,  on  motion  they  adjourned  to  meet  on  Thursday  morning  next  10  o'clock. 

(Signed) 

J.  M.  MASON. 
Thursday,  October  24th,  1S39. 

* 

Present— Jos.  H.  Sherrard,  president,  J'b  Senseney,  Ab'r  Miller,  R.  J.  M'Kim  Holliday,  Jno.  W.  Miller, 
Jno.  Bruce,  Jas.  Stackhouse,  J.  M.  Mason,  Geo.  F.  Washington,  directors. 

The  president  produced  to  the  board  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  Farmers  Bank  of 
Virginia  and  the  Exchange  Bank  on  the  15th  instant,  recommending  to  said  banks  to  discount  approved  paper 
to  a  moderate  extent,  to  prevent  the  general  and  fearful  embarrassment  and  discredit  which  would  result  from  the 
refusal  altogether;  and  also  a  letter  from  the  president  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  recommending  the 
same  course  to  this  office  :  Whereupon,  the  question  being  taken  as  to  the  adoption  of  said  recommendation,  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  the  board  adjourned  to  meet  on  Thursday  morning  next  10  o'clock. 

(Signed) 

J.  H.  SHERRARD,  Prei'f. 

Thursday,  October  31,  1839. 

Present — Jos.  H.  Sherrard,  president,  Jas.  Stackhouse,  J'b  Sensency,  Ab'r  Miller,  J.  M.  Mason,  R.  J. 
M'Kim  Holliday,  Geo.  F.  Washington,  R.  E.  Byrd,  J.  W.  Miller,  Jno.  Bruce,  R.  T.  Baldwin,  Rich'd  W.  Bar- 
ton, directors. 

On  the  question  of  discounting  Geo.  W.  Ginn's  note  for  $500  at  thirty  days,  Rich'd  E.  Byrd  esq.  called  for 
the  ayes  and  noes :  Whereupon  the  question  was  decided  by  the  following  vote : 

Aye» — Mr.  Sherrard,  Mr.  Stackhouse,  Mr.  Sensency,  Col.  Mason,  Dr.  Holliday,  Mr.  Washington,  J.  W. 
Miller,  Mr.  Bruce  and  Dr.  Baldwin — 9. 

Noet— Dr.  Abr.  Miller  and  R.  E.  Byrd— 2. 

On  motion  the  board  adjourned  to  meet  on  Thursday  morning  next  10  o'clock. 

(Signed) 

J.  H.  SHERRARD,  Pres't. 
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morning 


Thursday,  November  7th,  1S39. 

Present — Jos.  H.  Sherrard,  president,  Ab.  Miller,  Jas.  Stackhouse,  J.  M.  Mason,  Jno.  Bruce,  J'b  Senseney, 
R.  J.  M'Kim  Holliday,  directors. 

The  board  having  transacted  the  business  of  the  bank,  on  motion  they  adjourned  to  meet  on  Thursday 
ling  next  10  o'clock. 

(Signed) 

J.  H.  SHERRARD,  Preit. 

Thursday,  November  14,  1839. 

Present— Jos.  H.  Sherrard,  president,  J'b  Senseney,  J.  W.  Miller,  Ab.  Miller,  Jno.  E.  Page,  Jno.  Bruce, 
Geo.  F.  Washington,  directors. 

The  board  having  transacted  the  business  of  the  bank,  on  motion  they  adjourned  to  meet  on  Thursday 
ning  next  10  o'clock. 

(Signed) 

J.  II.  SHERRARD,  Pres't. 


morning  : 


Thursday,  November  21,  1839. 

Present — Jno.  Bruce,  Ab.  Miller,  J.  W.  Miller,  R.  T.  Baldwin,  J'b  Senseney,  directors. 
The  president  being  absent  on  account  of  indisposition,  Jno.  Bruce  esq.  was  called  to  ihe  chair. 
The  board  having  transacted  the  business  of  the  bank,  on  motion  they  adjourned  to  meet  on  Thursday 
morning  next  10  o'clock. 

(Sigucd) 

JNO.  BRUCE. 
Thursday,  November  2S,  1839. 

Present — J.  H.  Sherrard,  president,  Jno.  W.  Miller,  R.  T.  Baldwin,  A.  Miller,  J'b  Senseney,  Jno.  Bruce, 
directors. 

The  board  having  transacted  the  business  of  the  bank,  on  motion  they  adjourned  until  Thursday  morning 
next  10  o'clock. 

(Signed) 

J.  H.  SHERRARD,  Pres't. 
Office  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Winchester. 


D»n  or  orriuae. 

Amount  Dtieounlod  in 

Om  in. 

Amount  Rejected  in 

Om  ul 

Amount  Diieauntod  in 

ttmt  ad. 

Amount  R»>octnd  in 
CMM9U. 

Amount  Di.couatod  in 

Uui  ad. 

Amount  Rtj*el«l  ra 

September  19, 

0738  00 

500  00 

19300  00 

None. 

11050  00 

None. 

26, 

13578  00 

13.50  00 

17875  00 

'2500  00 

None. 

<> 

October  3, 

13562  00 

1400  00 

10250  00 

1200  00 

■t 

N 

10, 

7653  00 

250  00 

11100  00 

None. 

■> 

II 

November  7, 

6350  00 

1350  00 

3000  00 

M 

<> 

14, 

1710  00 

1275  62 

1275  62 

•  • 

M 

21, 

2270  00 

1000  00 

3765  90 

M 

28, 

1020  00 

600  00 

3500  00 

1500  00 

It 

u 

57881  00 

6450  00 

70066  52 

6475  62 

11050  00 

Amount  of  debts  due  in  the  form  of  accommodation  notes, 
Amount  of  notes  and  bills  which  had  been  discounted  and 
Amount  of  real  or  business  paper  discounted, 
Amount  rejected,  .... 


2,  1840. 


renewed  in  the 


194,823  85 
form,        74,75)2  00 
121,076  00 
12,925  62 

GEO.  ORRICK,  Cashier. 
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STATEMENTS 


OK  Tin: 


EXCHANGE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  BRANCHES, 

In  reply  to  a  Resolution  of  the  Committee  on  Banks. 


EXCHANGE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 
Dbcbmber  30,  1839. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  you  herewith  the  statements  Sec.  required  by  the  committee  on  banks 
by  your  letter  of  the  12th  inst.,  which  I  hope  will  meet  the  views  of  yourself  and  committee.  Should  we  have 
misconstrued  your  intentions  or  have  omitted  any  thiug  you  may  desire  to  know,  an  intimation  to  that  effect  will 
meet  with  prompt  attention.  Our  days  of  discount  arc  Wednesday  and  Saturday  of  each  week,  we  therefore 
commence  our  statement  with  Saturday  the  14th  of  September,  being  the  nearest  to  the  day  named  in  the  re- 
solution. 

From  the  19th  of  October  to  the  4th  December,  the  day  on  which  we  resumed  specie  payments  in  full  for 
all  our  circulation  no  discounts  were  granted,  but  the  payments  falling  due  between  those  periods  were  laid  over 
by  consent  of  parlies  and  waiver  of  notice  and  protest,  or  protest  where  a  waiver  could  not  be  obtained.  We 
are  now  receiving  payments  or  granting  discounts  to  meet  them  as  the  panics  may  respectively  desire,  taking 
care  to  preserve  due  responsibility  on  the  part  of  the  debtors  to  the  bank.  The  quarterly  statement  of  the  con- 
dition of  this  institution  on  the  1st  January  next  will  be  prepared  and  forwarded  to  the  executive  as  soon  after 
that  day  as  the  accounts  are  received  from  the  branches  and  the  general  statement  can  be  completed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obed't  serv't, 

W.  SOUTHGATE,  Cos. 

Natii'l  E.  Vbnablb,  Esq. 

Chairman  of  the  Commtttce  on  Banks. 
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Journal  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia,  from  the  Uth  September  to  the  1st  of  December,  1839. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Saturday  September  the  14th,  1889 : 

Present — John  Southgate,  president  pro  tern.,  Samuel  W.  Paul,  Wm.  J.  Hardy. 

Notes  and  bills  offered,        -  -  -  $  19,895  87 

Amount  discounted,  -  14,651  92 

Domestic  bills  offered,  ....  9,022  67 
Amount  purchased,  ....  748  ig 

Mr.  James  Cornick,  with  the  president  and  cashier,  is  appointed  a  committee  on  domestic  bills  the  ensuing 
week. 

Adjourned  to  the  board  in  course.  After  adjournment  George  Wilson  and  George  M'Intosh  approved  the 
proceedings* 

JOHN  SOUTHGATE,  Prct't  pro  tern. 

W.  Southgate,  Cashier. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Wednesday  September  18th,  1839 : 

Present— John  Southgate,  president  pro  tern.,  George  M'Intosh,  James  Cornick,  S.  W.  Paul,  George  Wilson, 
W.  J.  Hardy. 

Notes  and  bills  offered,  ....  $24,239  81 
Amount  discounted,  -  14,137  71 

Domestic  bills  offered,  ....  12,669  01 
Amount  purchased,  -  2,496  67 

Adjourned  to  the  board  in  course. 

JOHN  SOUTHGATE,  Pres't  pro.  tern. 

W.  Southgate,  Cashier. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Saturday  the  21st  of  September,  1839 : 

Present — John  Southgate,  president  pro  tern.,  George  M'Intosh,  George  Wilson,  S.  W.  Paul,  Thomas  F. 
Andrews,  W.  J.  Hardy. 

Notes  and  bills  offered,       -  -  -  $22,437  50 

Amount  discounted,  ....        13,772  50 

Domestic  bills  offered,  ....  8,365  44 
Amount  purchased,  ....  1,865  44 

Mr.  Wm.  J.  Hardy,  with  the  president  and  cashier,  is  appointed  a  committee  on  domestic  bills  the  ensuing 
week. 

Adjourned  to  the  board  in  course. 

JOHN  SOUTHGATE,  Pres't  pro  tern. 

W.  Southgate,  Cashier. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Wednesday  September  25th,  1839  : 

Present— John  Southgate,  president  pro  tern.,  George  M'Intosh,  James  Cornick,  Samuel  W.  Paul,  Thos.  F. 
Andrews,  W.  J.  Hardy. 

Notes  and  bills  offered,  ....  830,127  25 
Amount  discounted,  ....        16,778  08 

Domestic  bills  offered,        ....  6,166  75 

Amount  purchased,  -  860  60 

Adjourned  to  the  board  in  course. 

JOHN  SOUTHGATE,  Preft  pro  tern. 

W.  Southgate,  Cashier. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Saturday  September  28tb,  1839  : 

Present — Wm.  J.  Hardy,  George  M'Intosh,  S.  W.  Paul,  George  Wilson,  James  Cornick,  Tbos.  F.  Andrews. 

Dr.  Thos.  F.  Andrews,  on  motion,  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Notes  and  bills  offered,      -  -  -  $  13,736  75 

Amount  discounted,  ....  6,036  69 

Domestic  bills  offered,       ....  4,488  94 

Amount  purchased,  ....  2,086  69 

Ordered  unanimously,  That  the  weekly  committees  be  discontinued. 
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Ordered,  That  Dr.  Andrews,  Mr.  Paul  and  Mr.  Hardy  be  a  vault  committee  to  examine  the  same  and  the 
of  the  bank,  and  report  to  the  board. 
Ordered,  That  from  and  after  the  1st  of  October  the  board  will  meet  at  10  o'clock  A.  M. 
Adjourned  to  the  board  in  course. 

THOMAS  F.  ANDREWS. 

W.  Southqatb,  Cashier. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Wednesday  the  2d  of  October  1839 : 

Fresent^John  Soutbgate,  president  pro  tern.,  George  M'Inlosh,  James  Cornick,  Thomas  F.  Andrews,  W. 
J.  Hardy. 

Notes  and  bills  offered,      -  -  -  -       $  22,002  04 

Amount  discounted,  ....         13,707  64 

Domestic  bills  offered,      -  2,622  55 

Amount  purchased,  -  2,622  66 

The  vault  committee  appointed  on  the  2Sth  instant  made  their  report  which  was  received,  read  and  ordered 
to  be  recorded,  and  is  in  the  following  words  and  figures  to  wit : 

EXCHANGE  BANK  OF  VHtGINIA, 
Norfolk,  October  1,  1839. 

The  undersigned  a  committee  appointed  by  the  board  of  directors  for  the  examination  of  the  vault  and  the 
effects  of  the  bank,  report  that  they  have  performed  that  duty  and  found  the  evidences  of 

Notes  and  bills  discounted,  -  506,327  76 

Domestic  bills  outstanding,  -  106,796  76 

Making  a  total  of  active  debt  of        -  -     $613,124  52 

And  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  contents  of  the  vault  they  found  the  cash  on  hand  to  consist  of 

Notes  of  the  bank,              ....  40,000  00 

Gold,              .....  48,450  36 

Silver,            .....  18,000  00 

Cents,            -               -               -               -  230  00 

Teller's  Cash  : 

Notes  of  the  bank,              ....  62,335  00 

Notes  of  the  Virginia  and  other  banks,    ...  2,719  00 

Notes  of  the  N.  C.  banks,     -  26,925  00 

Specie,           .....  2,683  37 

Making  a  total  of  cash  on  hand,  -  -  ^201,342  73 

All  of  which  is  in  rule  with  the  books  of  the  bank,  agrees  with  the  state  of  the  bank  and  is  respectfully 
submitted. 

THOS.  F.  ANDREWS,  )  Committee 
JAMES  CORNICK,       }  of 
SAM'L  W.  PAUL,        )  Examination. 

To  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Va. 

Resolved,  That  the  cashier  be  requested  to  make  application  to  the  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth  for  pay- 
ment of  the  state's  subscription  on  1038  shares  subscribed  and  paid  for  by  individuals  more  than  have  been 
paid  for  by  the  state  since  the  application  to  the  treasurer  on  the  15th  of  April  1839. 

Adjourned  to  the  board  in  course. 

JNO.  SOUTHGATE,  President  pro  tern. 

W.  Southqatb,  Cashier. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Saturday  October  5th,  1839  : 

Present— John  Southgate,  president  pro  tern.,  George  M'Intosh,  The*.  F.  Andrews,  Richard  Dickson,  James 
Cornick,  W.  J.  Hardy,  George  Wilson. 

Notes  and  bills  offered,       -  -  -  $  27,747  82 

Amount  discounted,  -  -  -  15,261  18 

Domestic  bills  offered,      ....  2,200  00 

Amount  purchased,  -  -  -  -  00  00 

Adjourned  to  the  board  in  course. 

JOHN  SOUTHGATE,  PresU  pro  tern. 

W.  Southgate,  Cashier. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Wednesday  October  the  9th,  1839 : 

Present — John  Southgate,  president  pro  Urn.,  George  M'Intosh,  Thos.  F.  Andrews,  Richard  Dickson,  W.  J. 
Hardy,  George  Wilson,  James  Cornick,  Samuel  W.  Paul. 

Amount  of  notes  and  bills  offered,  -  -        $  20,300  17 

Amount  discounted,         -  17,520  02 

Domestic  bills  offered,  -  -  -  2,694  27 

Amount  purchased,  ....  2,370  40 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Exchange  Bank  have  learnt  with  deep  and  most  unaffected  re- 
gret the  death  of  their  much  esteemed  and  highly  valued  friend  and  president,  S.  Whitehead  esq.  and  that  they 
most  sincerely  sympathise  with  his  afflicted  family  upon  their  severe  bereavement. 
Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  be  presented  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

Ordered,  That  this  board  will  at  its  next  meeting  proceed  to  elect  a  director  to  Gil  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  death  of  Swepson  Whitehead  esq.  aud  then  take  order  for  the  appoiulmenl  of  a  president  of  this  bank. 
Adjourned  to  the  board  in  course. 

JOHN  SOUTHGATE,  r resident  pro  tern. 

W.  Southgate,  Cashier. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  on  Friday  October  11th,  1839 : 

Present — John  Southgate,  president  pro  tern.,  Thos.  F.  Andrews,  W.  J.  Hardy,  Samuel  W.  Paul,  James 
Cornick,  George  Wilson,  George  M'Intosh,  Richard  Dickson. 

An  application  having  been  received  from  the  branch  of  the  Virginia  Bank  for  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittec  to  meet  one  from  said  bank  and  the  Farmers  Bank  to  take  into  consideration  the  proper  course  to  be  pur- 
sued in  the  present  crisis  of  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  to  the  north,  a  committee  was  appointed  accord- 
ingly consisting  of  John  Southgate,  Dr.  Andrews  and  Richard  Dickson,  who  reported  the  proceedings  of  said 
committee  as  follows,  viz: 

Resolved  by  (he  committee  of  the  Exchange  Bank,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  suspend. 

Resolved  by  the  committee  of  the  Farmers  Bank,  That  in  consequence  of  the  decision  of  the  committee  of  the 
Exchange  Bank  it  is  inexpedient  to  suspend. 

Resolved  by  the  committee  of  the  Virginia  Bank,  That  it  is  expedient  to  suspend. 

Whereupon  it  was  unanimously  adopted  that  the  report  of  the  committee  of  this  bank  declaring  it  inexpe- 
dient to  suspend  be  confirmed  by  this  board,  and  which  is  confirmed  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  proceedings  be  transmitted  to  the  branches. 
And  the  board  adjourned. 

JOHN  SOUTHGATE,  PresU  pro  tern. 

W.  Southgate,  Cashier. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  on  Saturday  October  12th,  1839  : 

Present — John  Southgate,  president  pro  tern.,  Tho's  F.  Andrews,  Richard  Dickson,  George  Wilson,  Wr.  J. 
Hardy,  George  M'Intosh,  James  Cornick,  Samuel  W.  Paul. 

Notes  and  bills  offered,  -  -  8  38.2S4  18 

Amount  discounted,  ...  35,751  04 

Domestic  bills  offered,  ...  2.S77  21 

Amount  purchased,  ...  2,653  34 

Ordered,  That  the  appointment  of  a  director  as  provided  by  the  last  regular  meeting  of  the  board  be  post- 
poned for  the  present. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  offered  and  adopted  : 

1st.  Resolved,  That  in  payment  of  debts  due  for  curtailments  on  discounted  notes,  the  paper  of  the  two 
Banks  of  Virginia  may  be  received  for  one  half  and  specie  or  Exchange  Bank  notes  payable  here  for  the 
other  half.   Mr.  Hardy  voting  in  the  negative. 
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2d.  Resohed,  That  in  the  payment  of  notes  for  collection,  none  bat  the  notes  of  the  Exchange  Bank  pay- 
able here  or  specie  can  be  received  unless  permission  be  obtained  from  the  depositor,  who  will  then  only  be  au- 
thorized to  check  for  the  amount  in  the  like  currency. 

3d.  Retained,  That  for  the  payment  of  dehls  due  to  this  bank  it  may  be  made  as  the  law  directs  in  Exchange 
Bank  notes  or  its  branches,  or  one  half  the  amount  will  be  received  in  Exchange  Bank  notes  payable  Acre  or 
specie,  and  the  other  half  may  be  Virginia  notes. 

Mr.  Hardy  voting  in  the  negative. 

4th.  Risolved,  That  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  notes  will  be  received  on  deposit  to  be  checked  out  in  the 
same  currency,  and  the  former  only  to  be  applied  to  the  extent  as  before  provided  for  on  the  payment  of  notes 
falling  due. 

5th.  Resolved,  That  notes  hereafter  to  be  discounted  must  be  made  payable  at  the  Exchange  Bank. 
6th.  Retolvcd,  That  for  any  discount  granted,  except  for  the  purpose  of  retiring  paper  falling  due,  none  but 
Virginia  notes  will  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  published  in  the  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  papers. 
Adjourned  to  the  board  in  course. 

JOHN  SOUTHGATE,  Pres't  pro  tern. 

W.  SotlTHGATE,  Cat. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Wednesday  October  16,  1S39: 

Present — John  Southgate,  president  pro  tern.,  Samuel  W.  Paul,  Tho's  F.  Andrews,  George  M'Intosh,  James 
Cornick,  Richard  Dickson,  W.  J.  Hardy,  George  Wilson. 

Amount  of  notes  and  bills  offered,  ...  $27,318  73 
Amount  discounted,  ...  19,756  73 

Domestic  bills  offered,  ...  1,088  77 

Amount  purchased,  -  -  -  00  00 

The  cashier  laid  before  the  board  a  letter  from  the  treasurer  of  the  state,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  : 

TREASURY  OFFICE, 
Richmond,  October  12,  1839. 

W.  Southgate  Esq., 

Cashier  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia. 

SIR, 

Yours  covering  a  resolution  of  the  directors  of  the  Exchange  Bank  at  Norfolk  making  a  call 
on  the  treasurer  for  the  payment  of  1038  shares  of  stock  in  that  bank  to  put  the  stale  on  an  equal  fooling  with 
the  private  stockholders  has  been  received. 

I  regret  to  inform  you  that  I  have  no  funds  in  the  treasury  applicable  to  the  payment,  and  that  from  the  best 
information  which  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  the  amount  cannot  be  borrowed  on  the  credit  of  the  state,  as  slate 
stock  is  selling  in  this  place  below  par. 

I  will  use  all  the  means  in  my  power  to  meet  the  call  as  soon  as  possible. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

L.  BURFOOT,  Treas'r  Comm'th. 

i 

Mr.  John  Southgate  made  the  following  motion  : 

Whereas  information  has  been  received  that  the  branch  of  this  institution  in  Richmond  has  suspended  spe- 
cie payments  for  the  present,  therefore 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  for  this  bank  to  suspend  specie  payments  also  for  the  present. 
Upon  this  resolution  the  vote  was  as  follows: 

Ayes — Richard  Dickson,  James  Cornick,  W.  J.  Hardy,  John  Southgate — t. 
Noes — George  M'Intosh,  George  Wilson,  Thomas  F.  Andrews,  S.  W.  Paul — i. 
So  the  motion  was  lost. 

After  the  business  of  discounts  had  been  completed  Mr.  Paul  who  voted  in  the  negative,  asked  for  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  resolution  for  suspending  specie  payments,  which  was  granted;  and  the  vote  again  taken  was 
as  follows : 
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Ayes — Rich'd  Dickson,  James  Cornick,  W.  J.  Hardy,  S.  W.  Paul,  John  Southgate — 5. 
Noes — Geo.  M'Intosh,  Geo.  Wilson,  Thomas  F.  Andrews — 3. 
So  the  original  resolution  was  adopted. 
Adjourned  to  the  board  in  course. 

JOHN  SOUTHGATE,  Pro'*  pro  tern. 

W.  Southgate,  Cashier. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Saturday  October  19,  1839  : 

Present — John  Southgate,  president  pro  tern.,  Geo.  M'Intosh,  Rich'd  Dickson,  Sam'l  W.  Paul,  Geo.  Wilson, 
Jas.  Cornick,  Thos.  P.  Andrews,  W.  J.  Hardy. 

Notes  offered,  -  -  -  $  34,765  98 

Amount  discounted,  -  -  -  -  00  00 

Domestic  bills  offered,       ....  1,940  37 

Amount  purchased,  -  -  -  -  00  00 

Dr.  Andrews  offered  the  following: 

ItcsoheJ,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  last  board  in  relation  to  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  be 
rescinded. 

On  which  motion  the  vote  was  as  follows : 
Ayes — Messrs.  M'Intosh,  Wilson,  Paul,  Andrews— 4. 
Noes — Messrs.  Hardy,  Cornick,  Dickson,  Southgate — i. 
So  the  motion  was  lost. 

The  following  resolutions  offered  by  Dr.  Andrews  were  adopted  : 

licsohid,  That  having  suspended  specie  payments  the  bank  is  not  legally  authorized  to  discount  any  new 
paper  or  renew  any  old. 

Resolved,  That  all  paper  not  paid  at  maturity  may  lie  over  the  endorsers  giving  a  waivet  of  protest,  and  that 
when  any  paper  is  not  deemed  sufficiently  secure  additional  security  shall  be  required. 

A  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  bank  as  it  existed  on  the  first  day  of  October  1839,  signed  by  eight  of 
the  board  of  directors  thereof  and  verified  by  (he  oath  of  the  cashier  was  exhibited,  and  being  an  accurate  and 
just  statement  of  the  condition  of  said  bank  as  aforesaid,  it  is  ordered  to  be  forwarded  to  the  executive  in  obe- 
dience to  the  provisions  of  law. 

Adjourned  to  the  board  in  course. 

JOHN  SOUTHGATE,  Prcit  pro  tern. 

W.  Southgate,  Cashier. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Wednesday  October  23,  1839 : 

Present — John  Southgate,  president  pro  tan.,  Geo.  M'Intosh,  W.  J.  Hardy,  Thos.  F.  Andrews,  James  Cor- 
nick, George  Wilson,  Richard  Dickson. 

Notes  offered,  -  -  -  $  3057  12 

Amount  discounted,  -  -  -  00  00 

Adjourned  to  the  board  in  course. 

JOHN  SOUTHGATE,  PresU  pro  tern. 

W.  Southgate,  CashW. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Saturday  October  26,  1S39 : 

Present— John  Southgate,  president  pro  urn.,  Richard  Dickson,  James  Cornick,  George  Wilson,  Thos.  F. 
Andrews,  W.  J.  Hardv,  Sam'l  W.  Paul. 


Notes  offered,      -  -  -  -  00  00 

Amount  discounted,  -  -  -  00  00 

Bills  offered,        -  -  -  -  00  00 

Amount  purchased,  -  -  -  00  00 


Messrs.  Smith  &  Chamberlaine  requested  the  return  of  an  acceptance  of  G.  B.  Wilson  &  Co.  of  Baltimore, 
for  $1065  73  to  be  replaced  by  satisfactory  paper  here  payable  within  the  time  the  acceptance  matures,  and  of 
date  prior  to  the  16th  of  October  1839,  with  the  current  exchange  of  1  per  cent. 
On  this  request  the  ayes  and  noes  were  demanded,  and  were  as  follows : 
Ayes — Messrs.  Paul,  Hardy,  Wilson,  Dickson,  Southgate — 6. 
Noes — Dr.  Andrews,  Mr.  Cornick — 2. 
Adjourned  to  the  board  in  course. 

JOHN  SOUTHGATE,  Pro'l  pro  tern. 

W.  Southgate,  CasKr. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Wednesday  the  30th  October  1839  : 

Present — John  Southgate,  president  pro  tern.,  George  M'Intosh,  Richard  Dickson,  Thomas  F.  Andrews, 
Samuel  W.  Paul,  William  J.  Hardy. 

Notes  and  bills  offered,         -  -  -  $  967  88 

Amount  discounted,  -  -  -  00  00 

Domestic  bills  offered,  -  -  -  00  00 

Amount  purchased,  -  -  -  -  00  00 

A  proposition  from  Conway  Whittle,  collector,  being  under  consideration,  it  was  directed  that  the  cashier 
endorse  the  checks  of  the  merchants  having  duty  bonds  to  pay,  as  good  for  so  much  specie,  on  their  depositing 
the  amount  in  current  funds,  with  the  addition  of  10  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  check  so  endorsed,  with  the 
privilege  of  redemption  in  specie  within  60  days  from  the  date  of  such  checks. 
Adjourned  to  the  board  in  course. 

JOHN  SOUTHGATE,  Preit  pro  tern. 

W.  Southgate  ,  CasKr. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Saturday  November  2d,  1839 : 

Present — John  Southgate,  president  pro  tern.,  George  M'Intosh,  James  Cornick,  Richard  Dickson,  Thos.  F. 
Andrews,  Sam'l  W.  Paul,  George  Wilson,  W.  J.  Hardy. 

Notes  and  bills  offered,  -  -  -  00  00 

Amount  discounted,  -  -  -  00  00 

Domestic  bills  offered,  -  -  -  -      00  00 

Amount  purchased,  -  -  -  00  00 

Adjourned  to  the  board  in  course. 

JOHN  SOUTHGATE,  Pra'l  pro  torn. 

W.  Southgate,  Cos. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Wednesday  November  6,  1S39: 

Present — John  Southgate,  president  pro  tern.,  George  M'Intosh,  Samuel  W.  Paul,  James  Cornick,  Richard 
Dickson,  W.  J.  Hardy. 

No  discounts  made  or  domestic  bills  purchased. 
Adjourned  to  the  board  in  course. 

JOHN  SOUTHGATE,  Pntt  pro  tern. 

W.  Southgate,  Cat. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Saturday  November  9,  1839  : 

Present— John  Southgate,  president  pro  tern.,  Richard  Dickson,  Samuel  W.  Paul,  James  Cornick,  W.  J. 
Hardy. 

No  discounts  made  this  day. 
Adjourned  to  the  board  in  course. 

JOHN  SOUTHGATE,  Preit  pro  tem. 

W.  Southgate,  Coukier. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Wednesday  November  13th,  1839  : 

Present — John  Southgate,  president  pro  tern.,  George  M'Intosh,  James  Cornick,  Richard  Dickson,  Samuel 
W.  Paul,  Thos.  F.  Andrews,  W.  J.  Hardy. 

Resolved,  That  the  invitation  to  this  board  to  join  in  a  conference  with  the  boards  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia 
and  the  Farmers  Bank  be  accepted,  and  that  our  president  pro  tan.  John  Southgate  esq.  be  requested  to  attend 
the  said  conference  as  the  representative  of  this  board;  but  that  being  unacquainted  with  the  views  and  wishes 
of  the  boards  of  the  above-named  banks,  this  board  will  after  receiving  the  report  of  their  president  determine 
what  course  it  will  be  expedient  for  us  to  adopt. 

Adjourned  to  the  board  in  course. 

JOHN  SOUTHGATE,  Pres't  pro  rem. 

W.  Southgate,  Cat. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Saturday  November  16th,  1839  : 

Present — John  Southgate,  president  pro  tem.,  George  M'Intosh,  James  Cornick,  Richard  Dickson,  Sam'l  W. 
Paul,  Thos.  F.  Andrews,  George  Wilson,  W.  J.  Hardy. 

Nothing  offered  for  discount — payments  becoming  due  laid  over. 
Adjourned  to  the  board  in  course. 

JOHN  SOUTHGATE,  Pre*  pro  tem. 

W.  Southgate,  Ckuhier. 
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At  a  meeting  of  tbe  board  on  Wednesday  November  20th,  1839  : 

Present— John  Southgatc,  president  pro  tcm.,  George  M'tntosh,  George  Wilson,  Richard  Dickson,  James 
Cornick,  Sam'l  W.  Paul. 

Ordered,  That  the  president  pro  tcm.,  Mr.  M'Intosh  and  the  cashier  be  a  committee  to  prepare  a  memorial 
to  the  legislature  on  the  subject  of  the  late  suspension  of  specie  payments. 
Adjourned  to  the  board  in  course. 

JOHN  SOUTIIGATE,  PresU  pro  tem. 

W.  Southoate,  Cashier. 
At  a  called  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  on  Friday  November  22,  1S39  : 

Present — John  Southgate,  president  pro  tem.,  George  M'Intosh,  Samuel  W.  Paul,  Tho's  Andrews,  Richard 
Dickson,  W.  J.  Hardy. 

Resolted  unanimously,  That  Mr.  M'Intosh  and  Doct.  Andrews  be  appointed  a  committee  to  proceed  to  Wash- 
ington to  make  a  tender  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  the  use  and  services  of  this  institution  for  the 
reception  and  disbursement  of  the  public  funds  on  this  station,  the  same  being  received  in  specie  or  specie  pay- 
ing drafts,  will  meet  their  demands  at  all  times  in  the  current  coin  of  the  United  Slates  ;  and  that  the  said  com- 
mittee be  authorized  to  offer  as  an  ample  security  for  the  faithful  performance  of  these  duiies  a  deposit  with  the 
government  of  6  per  cent.  Virginia  slate  stock  to  an  amount  equal  to  the  average  of  their  deposits. 

Adjourned  to  the  board  in  course. 

JOHN  SOUTHGATE,  PresU  pro  tem. 

W.  Southgate,  Cas. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Saturday  the  23d  of  November  1839 : 

Present— John  Southgate,  president  pro  tem.,  George  M'Intosh,  Richard  Dickson,  James  Cornick,  Sam'l  W. 
Paul,  George  Wilson,  W.  J.  Hardy,  Tho's  F.  Andrews. 

The  commilteo  appointed  on  the  20lh  inst.  to  prepare  a  memorial  to  the  legislature  on  the  subject  of  the 
late  suspension  of  specie  payment  made  their  report,  which  on  being  read  and  amended  was  unanimously  adopted, 
and  that  the  senator  from  this  district  and  the  representative  from  this  borough  be  requested  to  present  the  same 
to  their  respective  houses. 

A  motion  was  made  to  rescind  the  order  of  the  30th  day  of  October  last  in  relation  to  the  endorsement  of 
checks  for  the  payment  of  duties  to  the  collector,  which  was  lost  by  the  following  vote: 
Ayes — Messrs.  M'Intosh,  Hardy  and  Wilson. 
Noes — Dr.  Andrews,  Messrs.  Paul,  Cornick  and  Southgate. 

For  sufficient  reason  appearing  to  the  board  Mr.  Dickson  was  excused  from  voting. 
Adjourned  to  the  board  in  course. 

JOHN  SOUTHGATE,  PresU  pro  tem. 

W.  Southgate,  Cashier. 
At  a- meeting  of  the  board  on  Wednesday  November  27th,  1839: 

Present — John  Southgate,  president  pro  tem.,  James  Cornick,  Sam'l  W.  Paul,  Richard  Dickson. 
Adjourned  to  the  board  in  course. 

JOHN  SOUTIIGATE,  PresU  pro  tem. 

W.  Southgate,  Cas. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Saturday  November  30th,  1839: 

Present— John  Soulhgate,  president  pro  tem.,  George  M'Intosh,  Thomas  F.  Andrews,  Samuel  W.  Paul, 
Richard  Dickson,  W.  J.  Hardy. 

Resohed  unanimously,  That  on  Wednesday  next  the  4th  day  of  December  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia  at 
Norfolk  will  pay  on  demand  its  circulation  and  all  deposits  made  in  specie  or  its  equivalent  in  the  current  coin  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  will  moreover  resume  its  regular  discounting  business.  Those  persons  who  have  made 
deposits  in  notes  or  checks  of  non-sprcic-paying  banks  will  be  repaid  in  the  same  currency  as  per  agreement. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution  be  inserted  in  the  Norfolk  papers,  also  transmitted  to  tbe 
hon'ble  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  navy  and  war  departments  at  Washington,  and  the  postmaster  gene- 
ral, and  to  the  disbursing  officers  of  the  United  States  on  this  station. 

Adjourned  to  the  board  in  course. 

JOHN  SOUTHGATE,  PresU  pro  tem. 

W.  Southgate,  Cashier. 

A  true  copy  from  tbe  record. 

W.  SOUTHGATE,  Cas. 

Jno.  Southgate,  PresU  pro  tem. 
Norfolk,  Dec.  30(A,  1839. 


Digitized  by  Google 


•1 


■21 
is 

li 

Vis 


4 


"3  ~e 


C  » 

S  *3 


if 
I'" 


g 

M 
H 

I 


| 

i 
1 


i 


i 

7 

B 

i 

I 


III 

.9   


J 


i 

- 

I 


O 


in 

o 

1 


o 
o 

a 

o 


S338SSSSSS 

5  i~  5  >t  J? 
l-  ~  -i  i*  rj 


"O  1-  t- 


—  —  C( 


U5      «      W  t  I 


©      1-  11 

•2  '2  «  '  ~ 


IS 


•  Si 


HQ*  Ml 


&388SS$SS$8 


-<  X  l»  -  £  l>  -      -  O 

o  —  i-  x  rr    ©  it  c  © 

'T  K  O  5  «  ?  S  5  -  ■» 


—  —    •—    ^-    —  —  ct  , 


'-  C  I-      ;  -  I-  C  K  ••  3  (-  h 

liiliilliliS 


— »  »—      Ct  — •  ~*  CD 


©  H  ©i-  ©  —  —  —  «  ©  —  36 
t  -t  f  T  ©  t»  CT.  1?  —  —  =  l~ 

iiliiisiiiii* 


Si 


M 


3 


9 

Li 


© 


O 


3 


Q 
O 

5 
- 


w 

s 

o 

s 

p 

a 
a 

•J3 

w 

o 

ei 

0, 

Q 
2 
< 

ft 

S3 

w 
b. 

3 

« 

O 

Eh 
00 

w 

O 
ft 


J 
5 


1 

I 


S3 


S3 


-  u:  c  w  «) 
is  i-  5  c  i- 

f  ti  e  «  « 
»~  ©  e  -»  <b 


•    •  ■ 


us  es  e»  ei  —  . 


—  IE  -•  10       ©  ©  © 

«  ?I      ©  «*  C«  ©  © 

f  K  IJ  «  X  ■»  ©  0* 

ESfiiiS  ll 


©  i"  «  e»  c*  —    i-*  ih 


23   §§H  §3 

*~  ©    <£  ft  4>    —  o 


is 


©  ©  ©  c  i~  i-  i- 
its    mm    o  x  x  i^  ts 

I'SS'iiist 


«    eico    eo    ~  e» » 


©C9  ©©»©»'  —  i~  t- 
>— ©  -3?i5ticii>« 

OP  U5      —  © 


MO      —  ©  10  ©  -*  O  ®  © 
1       •  —  -r  c>  ©  ©  t>  * 
■  e»     W  f  i»  c»  «  4  ©  © 


a.. 

r 


O 


(D 


I- 


I 

1 


§ 

o 

■ 


T5 

i 

o 
1 

& 

tr' 
_C 

. — ■ 

c 

e 


1 

y 

{X 

-o 

1 
3 

-3 

01 

il 

8.8. 


0 

E 

B.5 

J§? 

E  s  ; 

S<g  ■ 

«  w  V 

ft  E-S 

8.5  i 

u  at 
c  a  *- 


41  t0  = 
i->  •  — ■ 


li 
o 
a. 

RS 

CU 

■  to 
w  «> 

.E  .£ 

"« '» 

=  3 
X)  XI 

I-  1- 

o  o 

"« "3 


y  v 


II 
Et  & 

c  a 


Hi 

■2  S  § 
1 J  1 

-o  «  © 

w  _fi  © 

a  © 


a  •= 


C  B 
3  3 

c  o 
E  S 

cs  M 

©  OJ 
(Tl  X 

©  O 

r-  © 
9  >o 


to 

< 
o 
a 

□ 


Digitized  by  Google 


10 


[Doc.  No.  22.] 


EXCHANGE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA— BRANCH  AT  RICHMOND. 

OFFICE  OF  DISCOUNT  AND  DEPOSIT  OF  THE 
EXCHANGE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 
Richmond,  Dcc'r  30tb,  1S39. 

SIR, 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  committee  on  banks  adopted  on  the  12th  instant,  the 
undersigned  have  prepared  and  now  hand  you  herewith, 

A  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  board  of  directors  from  the  18th  September  to  the  2Sth  November  last,  com- 
prising all  the  meetings  held  within  the  time  mentioned  in  the  resolution. 

A  statement  shewing  the  number  and  amount  of  bills  and  notes  offered,  discounted  and  rejected  in  the 
several  classes  designated  by  law,  and  for  the  same  period.  Appended  to  which  is  a  note  explanatory  of  the 
mode  of  conducting  the  business  of  the  office,  which  is  intended  as  an  answer  to  the  two  last  enquiries  in  regard 
to  renewed  or  accommodation  paper. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

JAMES  CASKIE,  Pra't, 
W.  P.  STROTHER,  CasKr. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of 
Virginia  at  Richmond,  on  Wednesday  lSlh  September  1839: 

Present — James  Caskie,  president,  Ro.  C.  Williamson,  II.  L.  Kent,  E.  B.  Bentley,  D.  Anderson  jr. 

The  president  and  cashier  made  a  report  of  their  dealings  in  foreign  and  inland  bills  of  exchange  since  tbe 
last  meeting. 

Notes  and  bills  were  discounted  as  noted  in  the  offering  books,  as  follows  : 
Local  paper,  -  -         24.G93  76 

Inland  bills,  -  -         15,070  14 

$39,763  90 

Mr.  David  Anderson  jr.  tendered  his  resignation  as  a  director  of  this  office,  which  was  accepted,  and 
ihercupon  Mr.  John  C.  Hobson  was  unanimously  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy. 

Adjourned. 

JAMES  CASKIE,  Pra't. 

W.  P.  Stkotheb,  CasA'r. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of 
Virginia  at  Richmond,  on  Wednesday  25lh  September  1839  : 

Present-^James  Caskie,  president,  John  C.  Hobson,  Ro.  C.  Williamson,  Horace  L.  Kent. 

The  president  and  cashier  made  a  report  of  their  dealings  in  foreign  and  inland  bills  of  exchange  during 
the  week. 

Notes  and  bills  were  discounted  as  noted  in  the  offering  books,  as  follows : 
Local  paper,  -  -         29,601  71 

Inland  bills,  -  -  6,477  86 


Adjourned. 

JAMES  CASKIE,  Prat. 

W.  P.  Strothbr,  Cash'r. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia at  Richmond,  on  Wednesday  October  2d,  1839  : 

Present — James  Caskie,  president,  John  C.  Hobson,  Ro.  C.  Williamson,  Horace  L.  Kent. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  vault  and  ascertain  the  amount  of  cash  on  hand,  submitted  the 
following  report : 

OFFICE  EXCHANGE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 
Richmond,  30ih  September  1839. 

The  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  by  the  board  of  directors  for  the  examination  of  the  effects  of  the 
office,  report  that  they  have  performed  that  duty  and  found  the  evidences  of, 

Notes  and  bills  discounted  due  to  the  office  this  day,      -  354,067  78 

Domestic  bills  discounted,  (with  the  exception  of  two  acceptances  amounting  to  $  13,000  and  paya- 
ble in  New  York,)  they  found  had  been  forwarded  for  collection,  -  -       266,470  69 

Making  a  total  of  active  debt  of,  -  -     $  620,538  47 

And  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  contents  of  the  vault,  they  found  the  cash  on  hand  to  consist  of, 

Olfice  notes,                  -                -                -                -  119,780  00 

Notes  of  the  Exchange  bank  and  branches,           -               -  11,325  00 

Notes  of  and  checks  on  banks  in  Virginia,            -                -  32,585  63 

Notes  of  other  banks,      -                -                -  1,663  00 
Gold,          ....         53,766  73 
Silver  and  cents,            ...         21,270  23 

  75,036  96 


Making  a  total  of  cash  on  hand,       -  -        8  240,290  59 

Of  which  there  was  in  the  possession  of  the  cashier,  15  boxes  and  1  keg  specie  deposited  in  the 

vault  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia,  ...  66,439  42 

And  in  possession  of  the  1st  teller,  deposited  in  the  iron  chest  in  said  office,  the  residue  of  spe- 
cie and  all  the  bank  notes,  amounting  to  the  sum  of,  -  -  173,851  17 

$240,290  59 

All  of  which  is  in  rule  with  the  books  of  the  office,  agrees  with  the  state  of  the  office,  and  is  respectfully 
submitted  by 

Your  obedient  servants, 


JOHN  C.  HOBSON,  )  Cominutec  of 
HUGH  W.  FRY,      5  examination. 


Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  report  be  received,  and  together  with  the  state  of  the  office  and  its  exchange 
account,  be  forwarded  to  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia. 

Ordered,  That  in  future  the  board  will  meet  10  o'clock  A.  M.  on  the  regular  discount  days. 
Notes  and  bills  were  discounted  as  noted  in  the  offering  books,  as  follows : 
Local  paper,  -  -  27,768  22 

Inland  bills,  -  -  6,558  98 


$34,327  20 

Adjourned. 

JAMES  CASKIE,  VreiL 

W.  P.  Stbother,  Ceuh'r. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia at  Richmond  on  Wednesday  9th  October  1839  : 

Present — James  Caskie,  president,  John  C.  Hobson,  Ro.  C.  Williamson,  Hugh  W.  Fry,  Horace  L.  Kent, 
Efford  B.  Bentley. 

The  president  and  cashier  made  a  report  of  their  dealings  in  foreign  bills  of  exchange  during  the  week. 
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Notes  and  bills  were  discounted  as  noted  in  the  offering-books  as  follows  i 
Local  paper,  -  $  36,861  43 

Inland  bills,  -  -  19,414  78 


W.  P.  Strother,  Cashier. 


JAMES  CASKIE, 


At  a  called  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Exchange  Bank 
of  Virginia  at  Richmond  on  Friday  October  11th,  1839  : 

Present — James  Caskie,  president,  John  C.  Hobson,  Ro.  C.  Williamson,  Eflbrd  B.  Bentley,  Hugh  W.  Fry, 
Horace  L.  Kent. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

Whereas  information  has  been  received  that  the  banks  of  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  have  temporarily  sus- 
pended specie  payments,  thus  involving  a  like  necessity  on  our  part,  or  of  submitting  to  have  our  specie  ex- 
hausted while  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  supply  is  denied  to  us: 

Therefore  resolred,  That  the  president  be  authorized  to  act  on  our  part  in  concert  with  the  proper  authorities 
of  the  other  banks  in  this  city  on  adopting  such  measures  as  may  be  deemed  under  existing  circumstances  to  be 
proper  and  necessary  for  the  protection  of  said  institutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  obligation  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company  for  S7000  at  sixty  days  with  a 
pledge  of  S  11,000  of  city  six  per  cent,  stock  be  discounted. 

And  then  the  board  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 

JAMES  CASKIE,  President. 

W.  P.  Strother,  Cashier. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Exchange 
Bank  of  Virginia  at  Richmond  on  Saturday  12th  October  1S39  : 

Present— James  Caskie,  president,  John  C.  Hobson,  Ro.  C.  Williamson,  Hugh  W.  Fry,  EfTord  B.  Bentley, 
Horace  L.  Kent. 

The  president  made  the  following  report  under  the  resolution  adopted  on  yesterday : 

Richmond,  11th  October  1S39. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  presidents  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  and  the  Exchange 
Bank  of  Virginia  at  Richmond,  who  were  appointed  severally  on  behalf  of  their  respective  institutions  to  con- 
fer and  decide  what  measures  had  become  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  banks  resulting  from  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments  b\"  the  banks  of  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia: 

Resolred,  That  it  has  become  necessary  by  the  course  of  the  banks  of  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  and  the 
unusual  demands  to  which  the  banks  of  this  city  are  thereby  exposed  for  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  the  Farmers 
Bank  of  Virginia  and  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Richmond  to  suspend  specie  payments  for  the  present. 

WM.  H.  MACFARLAND,  PresU  F.  B.  of  Va. 

JOHN  BROCK KNBROUGH,  PrcsU  Bank  of  Va. 

JAMES  CASKIE,  PresH  Office  D.  and  D.  Exchange  Bank  of  Fa. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hobson, 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  foregoing  report  be  received  and  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Caskie  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted  unanimously : 

Whereas  we  consider  it  to  be  our  duty  under  the  temporary  suspension  of  specie  payments  which  hag  been 
resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  interests  of  our  state  and  its  institutions  to  keep  this  bank  prepared 
for  resumption  at  any  moment  simultaneously  with  our  other  institutions  : 

Resohrd,  That  the  outstanding  debt  or  discount  line  shall  not  be  extended  during  the  suspension,  but  shall 
be  kept  as  low  as  it  is  now,  say  shall  not  exceed  S  600,000  upon  our  capital  of  $  400,000. 

Resolfd,  That  the  cashier  be  instructed  to  publish  the  foregoing  proceedings  together  with  the  state  of  the 
office  on  this  day. 

Adjourned. 

JAMES  CASKIE, 

W.  P.  Strother,  Cashier. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia at  Richmond  on  Wednesday  16th  October  1839  : 

Present— James  Caskie,  president,  John  C.  Hobson,  R.  C.  Williamson,  H.  L.  Kent,  E.  B.  Bentley,  H. 
W.  Fry. 

Ordered,  That  the  cashier  suspend  for  the  present  the  publication  resolved  upon  on  the  12th  instant 
After  some  progress  had  been  made  in  discounting,  Mr.  Kent  applied  for  and  obtained  leave  of  absence. 
The  cashier  informed  the  board  that  having  taken  no  foreign  or  inland  bills  there  was  no  report  to  make. 
Notes  and  bills  were  discounted  as  usual,  viz  : 

Under  the  resolution  of  the  11th  instant,  local,  7,000  00 

This  day,       "  42,165  97 

49,156  97 

Inland  bills,        -  4,632  90 


Adjourned. 
W.  P.  Stbothbr,  Cashier. 


$53,789  87 

JAMES  CASKIE,  President. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia at  Richmond  on  Wednesday  October  23d,  1839  : 

Present — James  Caskie,  president,  Corbin  Warwick,  John  C.  Hobson,  Ro.  C.  Williamson,  H.  L.  Kent,  E. 
B.  Bentley. 

The  president  and  cashier  made  a  report  of  their  dealings  in  foreign  bills  of  exchange  during  the  week. 
Notes  and  bills  were  discounted  as  noted  in  the  offering-books  as  follows : 

Local  paper,  -  -      41,251  32 

Inland  bills,  -  -       15,817  66 

$57,068  98 

Adjourned. 

JAMES  CASKIE,  Fra't. 

W.  P.  Strothbr,  CasVr. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia at  Richmond  on  Wednesday  October  30th,  1839  : 

Present — James  Caskie,  president,  John  C.  Hobson,  Ro.  C.  Williamson,  Hugh  W.  Fry,  Horace  L.  Kent, 
3rd  B.  Bentle}'. 

The  president  and  cashier  made  a  report  of  their  dealings  in  foreign  bills  of  exchange  during  the  week. 
Notes  and  bills  were  discounted  as  noted  in  the  offering-books  as  follows  : 
Local  paper,  -  -       67,531  SS 

Inland  bills,  -  -       17.4S7  35 


$S5,0I9  23 
Adjourned.  "  '  " 

JAMES  CASKIE,  Fres't. 

W.  P.  Strotheh,  Cash'r. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia at  Richmond  on  Wednesday  November  6tb,  1839 : 

Present — James  Caskie,  president,  John  C.  Hobson,  Ro.  C.  Williamson,  Hugh  W.  Fry,  Horace  L.  Kent, 
EfTord  B.  Bentley, 

No  dealings  occurred  in  foreign  and  inland  bills  of  exchange  since  the  last  meeting. 
Notes  and  bills  were  discounted  as  noted  in  the  offering-books,  as  follows : 

Local  paper,  -  -       25,641  17 

Inland  bills,  -  -       16,705  45 

$42,346  62 

Adjourned.   

JAMES  CASKIE,  PresU. 

W.  P.  Strothbr,  Cash'r. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  ^Vir- 
ginia at  Richmond  on  Wednesday  November  13th,  1839 : 

Present — James  Caskic,  president,  John  C.  Hobson,  Ro.  C.  Williamson,  Hugh  W.  Fry,  H.  L.  Kent. 
The  president  and  cashier  made  a  report  of  their  dealings  in  foreign  bills  of  exchange. 
Notes  and  bills  were  discounted  as  noted  in  the  offering-books,  as  follows : 
Local  paper,  -  -       46,666  69 

Inland  bills,  -  -        9,533  68 


S  56,200  27 
KSBSBSSSSaB 

Adjourned. 

JAMES  CASKIE,  Pre*. 

W.  P.  Strother,  CaMr. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia at  Richmond  on  Wednesday  November  20th,  1S39: 

Present — James  Caskic,  president,  John  C.  Hobson,  Ro.  C.  Williamson,  Horace  L.  Kent. 
No  dealings  occurred  in  foreign  or  inland  bills  of  exchange  since  the  last  meeting. 
Notes  and  bills  were  discounted  as  noted  in  the  offering-books,  as  follows : 

Local  paper,  -  -       37,756  61 

Inland  bills,  -  -       15,555  79 

S 53,312  40 

Adjourned. 

JAMES  CASKIE,  PretU. 

W.  P.  Strother,  Cath'T. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of 
Virginia  at  Richmond  on  Wednesday  27th  November  1839  : 

Present— James  Caskie,  president,  John  C.  Hobson,  Ro.  C.  Williamson,  Horace  L.  Kent,  Hugh  W.  Fry, 
Efford  B.  Bentley. 

The  president  and  cashier  made  a  report  of  their  dealings  in  foreign  and  inland  bills  of  exchange  since  the 
last  meeting. 

Notes  and  bills  were  discounted  as  noted  in  the  offering-books,  as  follows : 
Local  paper,  -  •       31,373  55 

Inland  bills,  -  -       19,595  48 


j50,969  03 

Adjourned. 

JAMES  CASKIE,  PruU. 

W.  P.  Strother,  Cask'r, 
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Xotes  and  Bill*  offered  and  discounted  at  the  Office  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Richmond  from  September 

15th  to  December  1st,  1839. 


1M  cUm,  alWOudi 

llUitf. 

SU  eltn,  oi*t  $1000  *m 

1  not  ouMxdiog  (10000. 

M  cJim,  ever  $19000  md  not  exceeding  (20000 

VAtt- 

r 

Notw. 

Othn*. 

Stan. 

Ditcoanud. 

ttmm 

OAr* 

Mm 

Diaeoontfd, 

1839, 

• 

Sep.  18, 

80 

34538  07 

46 

18413  91 

27 

42754  24 

13 

21349  99 

"  25, 

105 

39166  02 

45 

21261  81 

17 

3!1400  76 

9 

14817  76 

Oct.  2, 

100 

37871  06 

47 

20610  56 

22 

46164  90 

8 

13716  64 

"  9, 

127 

59149  73 

55 

260S0  36 

23 

45670  06 

15 

29695  85 

No  bill  or  note  offered  in  3d  class. 

"  10, 

03 

12237  82 

54 

21473  66 

21 

42304  24 

13 

29315  21 

"  23, 

116 

47252  71 

68 

28302  31 

27 

46533  33 

17 

28766  67 

-  30, 

120 

56337  39 

54 

22270  78 

44 

88186  21 

31 

62748  45 

Not.  0, 

121 

44537  28 

42 

13519  67 

27 

45656  26 

17 

29826  95 

"  13, 

114 

46068  50 

56 

26202  15 

23 

48257  71 

16 

29998  12 

"  20, 

98 

42178  45 

46 

22212  03 

24 

16317  88 

16 

31070  37 

"  27, 

92 

29596  58 

39 

23165  73 

21 

41169  88 

13 

27803  30 

i 

1172 

179333  61 

512 

215512  97 

276 

526115  47 

168 

319109  31 

Hoj.cUd. 

First  class,  - 
Second  class, 

1172 

276 

479333  61 
526415  47 

552 
168 

245542  97 
319109  31 

620 
108 

233790  W 
307306  16 

Disc'ted  notes  average  444  82  1st  class. 
Do.          do.      1899  46  2d  class. 

1448 

1005749  08 

720 

564(352  28 

728 

441096  80 

Note.— In  conducting  the  business  of  this  department  the  board  of  directors  have  adopted  as  a  general  rule 
not  to  renew  paper,  not  that  the  same  persons  may  not  have  been  payers  or  discountces  of  notes  or  bills  during 
the  whole  time  that  the  bank  has  been  in  operation,  but  that  every  bill  or  note  which  may  be  offered  is  voted 
upon  as  circumstances  at  the  time  seem  to  render  expedient  and  proper.  There  exists  no  contract  or  under- 
standing which  would  give  parties  previously  accommodated  the  right  to  expect  that  paper  offered  by  them 
would  be  discounted  in  preference  to  any  other  before  the  board.  With  this  explanation  the  whole  outstanding 
debt  is  regarded  as  business  or  real  paper. 

JAMES  CASKIE,  President. 


\V.  P.  Strother,  Cashier. 
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* 

EXCHANGE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA— BRANCH  AT  PETERSBURG. 

BRANCH  EXCHANGE  BANK, 
Petersburg,  4th  January  1640. 

N.  E.  Venable  Esq.,  Chairman  ifc. 
DEAR  SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  hand  you  enclosed  an  extract  from  the  offering  books  of  this 
bank  from  the  15th  September  to  1st  December  last,  inclusive,  also  an  extract  from  the  minute  book  (or  journal 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  directors)  for  the  same  period. 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MACFARLAND, 


A  copy  of  the  Minute  Booh  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Branch  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia  in  Petersburg 

from  the  15</»  September  1839  to  the  1st  December  1S39. 

At  a  board  of  directors  on  Wednesday  the  18th  September  1839 : 

Presetit — Henry  Whytc,  president  pro  tern.,  George  H.  Jones,  Rich'd  Furt  and  James  B.  Cogbill. 
After  discounting  the  paper  marked  A.  tbe  board  adjourned. 

HENRY  WHYTE,  President  pro  tern. 

P.  Durkin,  Cashier. 
At  a  board  of  directors  on  Wednesday  the  25th  September  1839 : 

Present — Henry  Wbyle,  president  pro  tern.,  George  W.  Boiling,  George  H.  Jones,  James  B.  Cogbill,  Rich- 
ard Furt. 

Ordered,  That  G.  W.  Boiling,  Rich'd  Furt  and  B.  P.  Todd  be  appointed  a  committee  to  count  the  cash  and 
effects  of  the  bank  and  compare  tbe  same  with  the  books  and  make  report  to  the  board. 
And  after  discounting  the  paper  marked  A.  the  board  adjourned. 

H.  WHYTE,  President  pro  tern. 

P.  DurtKix,  Cashier. 
At  a  board  of  directors  on  Wednesday  the  2d  October  1839 : 

Present— Henry  Whyte,  president  pro  tern.,  Rich'd  Furt,  Geo.  W.  Boiling,  James  B.  Cogbill. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  board  of  directors  on  the  25th  ultimo  for  the  examination  of  the  vault 
and  the  effects  of  the  office,  report  they  have  performed  thai  duty  and  submit  the  following  report,  which  was 
accepted : 

The  undersigned  a  committee  appointed  on  the  25th  of  September  by  the  board  of  directors  of  tbe  office 
of  the  Branch  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Petersburg  for  the  examination  of  the  vault  and  the  effects  of  the 
office,  report  that  they  have  performed  that  duty  and  found  the  evidences  of 

Notes  and  bills  discounted,  373,864  61 

Domestic  bills  outstanding  they  found  had  been  forwarded  to  their  respective  places  of  payment 

amounting  to  ------       .^0,864  34 

Making  a  total  of  active  deposites  of      ...     $694,728  96 
And  after  a  careful  examination  qf  the  contents  of  the  vault  they  found  the  cash  on  hand  to  consist  of 
Office  notes,      -----      34,080  00 
Silver  and  cents,  -  2,664  90 

Gold  in  vault,  -----  66,570  48 
Silver  in  vault,  ....       10,025  00 

Foreign  notes,  -  -  -  -       60,627  00 

Virginia  notes  and  checks,    -  17,366  01 

Making  a  total  of  cash  on  hand  of        -  -  $  170,232  39 
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All  of  which  is  in  rule  with  the  books  of  the  office,  agrees  with  the  state  of  the  bank,  and  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted by  your  committee. 

GEORGE  W.  BOLLING, 
RICHARD  FURT, 
BARTELOTT  P.  TODD. 

After  discounting  the  paper  marked  A.  the  board  adjourned. 

HENRY  WHYTE,  Pro'*  pro  tan. 

P.  Durkin,  Cashier. 
At  a  board  of  directors  on  Wednesday  the  9th  of  October  1839: 

Present— Henry  Whyte,  president  pro  tern.,  B.  P.  Todd,  Richard  Furt,  George  W.  Boiling,  George  H.  Jones 
and  James  B.  Cogbill. 

After  discounting  the  paper  marked  A.  the  board  adjourned. 

H.  WHYTE,  Pru't  pro.  tern. 

P.  Durkin,  Cashier. 

At  a  called  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  on  Saturday  the  12lh  of  October  1S39: 
Present— H.  Whyte,  president  pro  tern.,  B.  P.  Todd,  Richard  Furt,  George  W.  Boiling,  George  H.  Jones 
and  James  B.  Cogbill. 

And  the  board  adjourned  without  transacting  any  business  till  next  Monday  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

H.  WHYTE,  Pres't  pro  tan. 

P.  Durkin,  Cashiar. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  on  Monday  the  14th  October  1839 : 

Present— H.  Whyte,  president  pro  tan.,  Geo.  H.  Jones,  Rich'd  Furt,  B.  P.  Todd  and  Jas.  B.  Cogbill. 

The  board  adjourned  without  transacting  any  business. 

H.  WHYTE,  Pres't  pro  tern. 

P.  Durkin,  Cashiar. 
At  a  board  of  directors  on  Wednesday  the  16th  of  October  1839 : 

Present— Henry  Wbyte,  president  pro  tan.,  Geo.  W.  Boiling,  Geo.  H.  Jones,  James  B.  Cogbill  and  Richard 
Furt. 

After  discounting  the  paper  marked  A.  the  board  adjourned. 

HENRY  WHYTE,  President  pro  tan. 

P.  Durkin,  Cathier. 
At  a  special  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  on  Friday  the  18lh  October  1839 : 

Present — Henry  Whyte,  president  pro  tan.,  Geo.  W.  Boiling,  Geo.  H.  Jones,  B.  P.  Todd,  Jas.  B.  Cogbill 
and  Richard  Furt. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  suspend  specie  payment  at  this  bank  at  present. 

H.  WHYTE,  PresH  pro  tan. 

P.  Durkin,  Cashiar. 
At  a  board  of  directors  on  Wednesday  the  23d  of  October  1839 : 

Present — Henry  Wbyte,  president  pro  tern.,  Geo.  H.  Jones,  Geo.  W.  Boiling,  Richard  Furt,  B.  P.  Todd  and 
Jas.  B.  Cogbill. 

Aft"  discounting  the  paper  marked  A.  the  board  adjourned. 

H.  WHYTE,  Pres't  pro  tan. 

P.  E-rkin,  Cashier. 
At  a  board  of  directors  on  Wednesday  the  30lh  of  October  1839 : 

Present— H.  Whyte,  president  pro  tan.,  Rich'd  Furt,  Geo.  W.  Boiling,  Geo.  H.  Jones,  B.  P.  Todd  and  Jas. 
B.  Cogbill. 

After  discounting  the  paper  marked  A.  the  board  adjourned. 

H.  W'HYTE,  Pres't  pro  tern. 

P.  Durkin,  Cashier. 

6 
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At  a  board  of  directors  on  Wednesday  the  6th  of  November  1839 : 

Present — H.  Whyte,  president  pro  tern.,  Geo.  H.  Jones,  Richard  Furt,  Geo.  W.  Boiling,  James  B.  CogbiU 
and  B.  P.  Todd. 

After  discounting  the  paper  marked  A.  the  board  adjourned. 

H.  WHYTE,  PresH  pro  tern. 

P.  Dubkin,  Cashier. 
At  a  board  of  directors  on  Wednesday  the  13th  of  November  1839 : 

Present — Henry  Whyte,  president  pro  tan.,  Geo.  H.  Jones,  Ricb'd  Furt,  B.  P.  Todd,  Geo.  W.  Boiling  and 
Jas.  B.  Cogbill. 

After  discounting  the  paper  marked  A.  the  board  adjourned. 

H.  WHYTE,  Fra't  pro  tern. 

P.  Durkin,  Cashier. 
At  a  board  of  directors  on  the  20th  November  1839 : 

Present— Henry  Whyte,  president  pro  tern.,  Geo.  H.  Jones,  B.  P.  Todd,  Richard  Furt,  James  B.  Cogbill 
and  Geo.  W.  Boiling. 

Aaer  discounting  the  paper  marked  A.  the  board  adjourned. 

HENRY  WHYTE,  Pret't  pro  (em. 

P.  Dubkin,  Cashier. 
At  a  board  of  directors  on  Wednesday  the  27th  November  1839 : 

Present — H.  Whyte,  president  pro  tern.,  Geo.  H.  Jones,  Jas.  B.  Cogbill,  Geo.  W.  Boiling,  Rich'd  Furt  and 
B.P.Todd. 

After  discounting  the  paper  marked  A.  the  board  adjourned. 

HENRY  WHYTE,  Pra'f  pro  tern. 

P.  Durkin,  Cashier. 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes. 

P.  DURKIN,  Cashier. 
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Extract  from  the  Offering  Books  of  the  Branch  Exchange  Bonk  of  Virginia  at  Petersburg  from  the  l&th  of  September 

to  the  1st  of  December  1839. 
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EXCHANGE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA— BRANCH  AT  CLARKESVILLE. 

OFFICE  EXCHANGE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 
Claukesville,  30th  December  1839. 

Nath'l  E.  Venable  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Banks: 
DEAR  SIR, 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  committee  on  banks  passed  the  12th  December 
1839,  (a  copy  of  which  was  furnished  me  by  W.  P.  Strother  esq.  cashier,  Sec.),  I  have  the  honour  herewith  to 
submit  a  copy  of  the  minute  book  or  journal  of  directors  from  the  fifteenth  day  of  September  to  the  first  day  of 
December  instant :  a  statement  of  the  amount  in  the  aggregate  of 44  Notes  and  bills"  and  "Domestic  bills"  offer- 
ed for  discount  in  each  of  the  classes  required  by  law  to  be  made  ;  and  the  amount  discounted  and  rejected  in 
each;  the  amount  of  44  Notes  and  bills"  which  had  been  discounted  and  renewed  in  the  same  form;  and  the 
amount  of  debts  due  in  the  form  of  accommodation  notes  on  the  ISth  September  and  also  on  the  30th  Novem- 
ber last. 

These  statements  have  been  made  out  in  the  absence  of  any  instructions  from  the  parent  bank  at  Norfolk, 
and  without  being  able  to  obtain  the  law  requiring  the  cltissiji  cation  of  notes  offered  for  discount,  &c,  and  I  have 
therefore  only  given  the  aggregate  of  all  tho  notes  in  each  class  and  not  the  amount  of  each  particular  note 
offered  and  rejected  on  each  discount  day.  They,  I  fear,  are  not  such  as  the  committee  wished  or  intended  by 
their  resolution,  but  are  such,  however,  as  I  understood  it  called  for;  and  should  any  explanations,  information 
or  other  statements  be  called  for,  I  shall  give  them  most  cheerfully. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  am  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  C  FINLEY,  CasKr. 


OFFICE  EXCHANGE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA  AT  CLARKESVILLE. 

Copy  of  tlie  proceedings  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia 
at  Clarkesvillc  from  the  fifteenth  day  of  September  last  to  first  day  of  December  instant,  viz.  1839. 

1839 — Sepl'r  IS. — At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Ex- 
change Bank  of  Virginia  at  Clarkesvillc,  held  at  the  banking  house  on  Wednesday  the  18th  September  1S39  : 
Present — A.  W.  Venable,  president,  F.  W.  Venable,  Tucker  Carrington  and  Wm.  Townes. 
The  board  proceeded  to  business  by  discounting  as  per  offering  books,  viz  : 

Notes  and  bills,  -  -         16,394  09 

Domestic  bills  purchased,  -  1,000  00 


Total,       %  17394  09 
On  motion  adjourned  to  meet  on  Wednesday  next. 

A.  W.  VENABLE,  Prcs't. 

Nath'l  Talley,  Teller. 

Sept'r  25. — At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Exchange 
Bank  of  Virginia  at  Clarkesvillc,  held  at  their  banking  house  on  Wednesday  the  25th  September  1839  : 

Present— Sam'l  V.  Watkins,  president  pro  tern.,  Henry  M.  Daniel,  F.  W.  Venable  and  Beverly  Sydnor. 
The  board  proceeded  to  business  by  discounting  as  per  offering  books,  viz : 
Notes  and  bills,  -  -  19,153  00 

Domestic  bills  purchased,  -  7,222  08 


$26,375  08 
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Messrs.  F.  W.  Venable,  T.  Carrington  and  B.  Sydnor  were  appointed  a  committee  to  examine  the  contents 
of  the  vault,  and  the  state  of  this  office  on  the  30th  instant. 

On  motion  adjourned  to  meet  at  this  place  on  Wednesday  next. 

SAM'L  V.  WATKINS,  Pres't  pro  Urn. 

A.  C.  FinlbY)  Cash'r. 

t 

Oct'r  2. — At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Exchange  Bank 
of  Virginia  at  Clarkesville,  held  at  their  banking  house  on  Wednesday  the  2d  October  1S39  : 

Present — A.  W.  Venable,  president,  Tucker  Carrington,  F.  W.  Venable  and  Sam'l  V.  Watkins. 

The  committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  board  to  examine  the  contents  of  the  vault,  and  the 
effects  and  books  of  this  office  on  the  30th  day  of  September  last,  herewith  present  their  report;  which  being 
read  and  examined,  was  approved  and  ordered  to  be  registered  in  the  journal  of  proceedings  and  filed  with  the 
papers  of  this  office,  viz : 

»  OFFICE  EXCHANGE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 
Clarkesville,  30th  September  1839. 

The  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  by  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of 
Virginia  at  Clarkesville  for  the  examination  of  the  vault  and  the  effects  of  the  office,  report  that  they  have  per- 
formed that  duty,  and  found  the  evidence  of 

Notes  and  bills  discounted  due  to  the  bank  at  Clarkesville  on  the  30th  September  1839,  194,282  13 

Domestic  bills  outstanding,  they  found  had  been  forwarded  to  their  respective  places  of  payment, 

amounting  to,  -  -  -  -  -       111,786  34 

Making  a  total  of  active  debt  of  -  -    $306,068  47 

And  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  contents  of  the  vault  they  found  the  cash  on  hand  to  consist  of 
Gold,      -----  48,632  76 

Silver,     -----  8,000  00 

Cents,    -  -  -  -  -  25  00 


Teller's  cash,  viz :  Office  notes,            -  23,980  00 

Exchange  bank  and  branches,  -  660  00 

Farmers  bank  and  branches,  -  2,767  00 

Bank  of  Virginia  and  branches,  -  2,773  00 

Banks  in  North  Carolina,  -  -           1,746  00 

Bank  U.  States,        -  -  -                             240  00 

Bank  of  the  Valley,   -  -  -               -              25  00 

Specie  change,          ....  247  75 


66,657  76 


32,438  75 


Making  a  total  of  cash  on  hand  of  -  _S  89,096  51 

agree  wit 
(Signed) 


All  of  which  is  in  rule  with  the  books  of  the  office,  agree  with  the  state  of  the  bank,  and  is  respectfully 
submitted. 


F.  W.  VENABLE, 
TUCKER  CARRINGTON." 


The  board  further  proceeded  to  business  by  discounting  paper  as  per  offering  books,  viz : 
Notes  and  bills,  -  -  34,432  46 

Domestic  bills  purchased,  -  600  00 


$35,032  46 

On  motion  adjourned  to  meet  at  this  place  on  Wednesday  next. 
A.  C.  F inlet,  Cash'r. 


A.  W.  VENABLE,  Pres't. 
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Oct'r  9. — At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Exchange  Bank 
of  Virginia  at  Clarkcsville,  held  at  their  banking  house  on  Wednesday  the  9th  October  1839  : 

Present — Samuel  V.  Watkins,  president  pro  few.,  T-.  Carrington,  H.  M.  Daniel  and  F.  W.  Venable. 
The  board  proceeded  to  business  by  discounting  paper  as  per  offering  books,  viz : 

Notes  and  bills,  -  -  70,362  62 

Domestic  bills  purchased,  -  5,622  38 


j 76.884  90 

On  motion  adjourned  to  meet  at  this  place  on  Wednesday  next. 

SAM'L  V.  WATKINS,  Preit  pro  tern. 

A.  C.  Finley,  Ctuk*r, 

Oct'r  16.-— At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Exchange  Book 
of  Virginia  at  Clarkesville,  held  at  their  banking  house  on  Wednesday  the  16th  October  1839: 

Present — A.  W.  Venable,  president,  Tucker  Carrington,  H.  M.  Daniel,  Samuel  V.  Watkins  and  F.  W. 
Venable. 

Copies  of  resolutions  passed  by  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Norfolk  on  the  11th  instant,  and  by  the 
presidents  of  the  three  banks  in  the  city  of  Richmond  on  the  same  day,  on  the  subject  of  a  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  the  banks,  were  read  to  the  board  :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  As  a  matter  of  precaution  that  all  notes  falling  due  here  this  day  and  unpaid  be  protested  unless 
the  endorsers  thereon  waive  protest,  &c.  in  writing;  and  that  no  discounts  be  made  this  day. 

Ou  motion  adjourned  to  meet  on  Wednesday  next  the  23d  instant. 

A.  W.  VENABLE,  PresU. 

A.  C.  Finney,  Cash'r. 

Oct'r  23. — At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Exchange  Bank 
of  Virginia  at  Clarkesville,  held  at  their  banking  house  on  Wednesday  the  23d  October  1S39  : 
Present — A.  W.  Venable,  president,  Tuck.  Carrington,  II.  M.  Daniel  and  F.  W.  Venable. 
The  board  discounted  no  paper. 

Ordered,  That  the  ten  per  cent,  curtail  upon  accommodation  paper  falling  due  be  received  and  entered  at  a 
credit  upon  the  notes. 

On  motion  adjourned  to  meet  on  Wednesday  the  30th  instant. 

A.  W.  VENABLE,  Pr«V. 

A.  C.  Finley,  Cash'r. 

Oct'r  24. — At  a  called  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Exchange 
Bank  of  Virginia,  held  at  their  banking  house  at  Clarkesville,  on  Thursday  the  21th  October  1S39: 

Present — A.  W.  Venable,  president,  T.  Carrington,  H.  M.  Daniel,  Sam'l  V.  Watkins  and  F.  W.  Venable. 
The  board  unanimously  Resolved,  To  discount  good  drafts  at  sixty  days  to  a  moderate  extent  to  sustain  the 
trade  and  business  of  this  place,  and  so  as  not  to  exceed  the  current  receipts  or  to  increase  our  present  discount  line; 

and  further  that  's  draft  on  at  60  days  for  $  1800  be  discounted  when  offered. 

Also  Resolved,  That  our  distant  acceptances  (drafts  discounted  and  sent  abroad  for  collection)  may  be  held  up 
the  payers  or  drawees  giving  written  waivers  of  protest,  &c,  or  notes  signed  by  the  payers  and  endorsed  by 
drawers  and  endorsers,  with  an  additional  satisfactory  endorser,  payable  on  demand  without  offset,  as  collateral 
security. 

On  motion  adjourned  to  meet  on  Wednesday  the  30th  instant. 

A.  W.  VENABLE,  Pres'l. 

A.  C.  Finley,  Cash'r. 

Oct'r  30. — At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Exchange  Bank 
of  Virginia  at  Clarkesville,  held  at  their  banking  house  on  Wednesday  the  30th  October  1S39: 

Present — A.  W.  Venable,  president,  T.  Carrington,  H.  II.  Daniel,  Wrn.  Townes,  Beverly  Sydnor,  Sam'l 
V.  Watkins  and  F.  VV.  Venable. 

Resolved,  That  's  draft  at  90  days  on  for  S 1000  be  discounted  when  presented. 

On  motion  adjourned  to  meet  on  Wednesday  next  the  6th  of  November  1S39. 

A.  W.  VENABLE,  PresU. 

A.  C.  Finley,  Cash'r. 
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Nov'r  6. — At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Exchange  Bank 
of  Virginia  at  Clarkesville,  held  at  their  banking  house  on  Wednesday  the  6ih  November  1839  : 
Present — T.  Carrington,  president  pro  tern.,  F.  W.  Venable. 
There  being  no  business  requiring  the  particular  attention  of  the  board, 
On  motion  adjourned  to  meet  on  Wednesday  next  the  13th  instant. 

T.  CARRINGTON,  Pres't  pro  tern. 

A.  C  Finlkv,  Cask'r. 

Nov'r  13. — At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Exchange  Bank 
of  Virginia  at  Clarkesville,  held  at  their  banking  house  on  Wednesday  the  13th  of  November  1839 : 

Present — A.  W.  Venable,  president,  T.  Carrington,  H.  M.  Daniel,  Sam'l  V.  Watkins  and  F.  W.  Venable. 

The  board  agreed  to  discount  's  draft  on  for  S  1000  at  90  days. 

On  motion  adjourned  to  meet  on  Wednesday  the  20ih  instant. 

A.  W.  VENABLE,  PresU. 

A.  C.  Finlet,  Catk'r. 

Nov'r  20. — At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Exchange  Bank 
of  Virginia  at  Clarkesville,  held  at  their  banking  house  on  Wednesday  the  20th  November  1839 : 

Present — A.  W.  Venable,  president,  Wm.  Townes,  B.  Sydnor,  Sam'l  V.  Watkins  and  H.  M.  DanieL 
The  board  proceeded  to  business  by  discounting  as  per  domestic  bill  book,  viz:       -         -       $2367  08 
On  motion  adjourned  to  meet  on  Wednesday  the  27th  instant. 

A.  W.  VENABLE,  PresU. 

A.  C.  Finxey,  Cash'r. 

Nov'r  27. — At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Exchange  Bank 
of  Virgi  nia  at  Clarkesville,  held  at  their  banking  house  on  Wednesday  the  27th  of  November  1839 : 

Present— A.  W.  Venable,  president,  T.  Carrington,  F.  W.  Vcnnble,  Sam'l  V.  Watkins  and  H.  M.  Daniel. 

The  board  proceeded  to  business  by  discounting  paper  as  per  domestic  bill  book,  viz :       -       $  3,200  00 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  nett  gain  of  this  office  for  the  six  months  ending  the  30th  instant,  and  to  balance 
our  books  on  that  day, 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  those  persons  who  have  rented  tenements  belonging  to  this  office  for  the  present 
year  be  requested  to  settle  their  rents  on  thai  day;  and  that  the  rent  of  the  rooms,  garden,  Sec.  occupied  by  Mr. 
Talley  (teller,  flee.)  be  reduced  from  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  per  annum,  as  originally  agreed  upon,  to 
sixty  dollars  for  the  time  occupied  by  him,  in  consequence  of  the  rooms,  &c.  undergoing  repairs  while  in  his 
occupancy.  That  Edward  Wiltse's  rent  for  rooms  occupied  by  him  be  at  the  rate  of  ninety  dollars  per  annum, 
commencing  on  the  17th  day  of  December  1838.  And  that  Doctor  Wilson's  rent  for  the  rooms,  garden  and 
stable  (occupied  by  Mr.  Talley  until  the  19th  of  October  last,)  commence  on  the  20th  of  October  1S39,  and  bo 
at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  per  annum ;  and  the  rent  for  the  little  office  of  fifty  dollars  per 
annum,  subject  to  the  use  of  the  board  on  discount  days. 

On  motion  adjourned  to  meet  on  Wednesday  the  4th  day  of  December  next. 

A.  W.  VENABLE,  Preset. 

A.  C.  FrNLKT,  Cash'r. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  journal  of  directors. 

A.  C.  FINLEY,  Cashier. 

2Sth  December  1S39. 
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EXCHANGE  BANK, 
Clabk.bsvu.le,  January  3d,  1840. 

Nathaniel  E.  Vbnablb  Esq., 

Chairman  of  the  Bank  committee  of  the  Howe  of  Delegate* : 

DR.  SIR, 

Enclosed  you  will  receive  a  statement  of  the  office  of  the  branch  of  the  Exchange 
Bank  nt  Clarkcsville.  The  condition  of  the  institution  at  three  different  periods,  to  wit,  lSlh  September  1S39, 
30lh  November  and  the  3lst  of  December,  is  there  fully  disclosed.  The  committee  will  perceive  that  our  board 
have  gone  on  to  curtail  the  business  of  the  bank  with  a9  much  rapidity  as  it  was  at  all  prudent  for  them  to  do, 
considering  the  circumstances  of  the  bank  and  those  indebted  to  it.  Our  discount  line  on  the  lSlh  September  1S39, 
was  S  297,311  25  and  our  circulation  $204,230  with  a  deposit  of  S  25,390  59.  On  tbe  30lh  of  November  it 
was  $232,335  01,  the  circulation  $  1S3,525,  and  deposits  S  25,328  2S,  shewing  a  decrease  in  the  discount  lino 
of  8  64,670  24,  of  circulation  $20,705,  with  about  the  same  amount  of  deposits.  It  is  proper  here  to  remark 
that  we  have  requested  the  departments  in  Petersburg  and  Richmond  to  retain  our  notes  to  the  extent  of  the 
balances  due  this  office,  and  that  accordingly  $  1S.395  have  been  staled  up  in  the  Richmond  office,  and  is  con- 
sidered by  us  as  redeemed,  so  that  our  present  circulation  may  be  fairly  estimated  at  $  163,245,  and  our  specie 
at  $51,703  76.  ll  is  proper  here  to  remark,  and  we  particularly  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  fact, 
that  this  office  has  never  suspended  specie  payments,  but  have  uniformly  met  all  demands,  both  for  circulation 
and  deposits,  both  before  and  after  the  suspension  of  the  other  banks.    This  statement  is  made  to  correct  a  rois- 

3 (prehension  which  seems  to  have  produced  a  contrary  statement  from  a  high  quarter  as  to  the  suspension  of 
1  the  banks  and  branches  in  the  state  except  one  or  two  named.  I  am  salisGed  that  the  board  of  directors 
will  pursue  the  policy  of  keeping  down  the  line  of  discounts  as  much  as  possible  in  order  to  a  complete  prepara- 
tion for  the  general  resumption,  which  it  is  presumed  must  take  place  at  no  distant  date.  This  communication 
is  addressed  to  your  committee  at  the  express  instance  and  request  of  the  board  of  directors. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  VENABLE, 
President  of  the  Ojfice  of  the  Exchange  Bank  at  Clarkcsville. 


Digitized  by  Google 


[Doc.  No.  22.] 


State  of  the  Office  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia 


Notes  and  bills  discounted  on  personal  security, 

on  550  shares  this  bank, 

Domestic  bills  purchased,  - 

Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia, 

Office  of  ditto  Richmond, 
Ditto      ditto  Petersburg, 

Distant  banks,  viz :  Bank  U.  States,  Phila. 

Ditto  in  N.  York, 

Off.  Farmers  Bank  of  Va.  Danville, 

Banking  house  and  lot,  (at  cost,) 
Expenses,  (contingencies,) 
Salaries,  - 

Cash  balance  per  ledger. 

Less  office  notes  on  band, 

Viz:  Exchange  Bank  and  branches,  - 
Virginia  Banks, 
Other  banks, 
Gold, 
Silver  &c. 


168,547  86 
39,150  13 


49,076  34 
8,623  40 


191,697  99 
105.G13  26 

15,831  76 
647  53 
1,144  61 

373  91 
4,846  91 
3  82 


31  78 
987  61 

96,968  74 
26,770  00 

5,575  00 
2,754  00 
4,170  00 


67,699  74 


297,311  26 
17,623  90 


6,224  64 
7,913  27 


1,019  29 
70,198  74 


$399,291  09 


State  of  the  Office  on 


Notes  and  bills  discounted,  viz : 
On  personal  security, 
On  650  shares  this  bank, 

Domestic  bills  purchased, 

Office  Exchange  Bank  of  Va.  Richmond, 
Ditto       ditto  Petersburg, 

Distant  banks,  viz:  Bank  D.  States,  Phila., 
Ditto  in  N.  York, 
Off.  Farmers  Bank,  Petersburg, 
Ditto         ditto  Danville, 

Banking  house  and  lot,  (cost,) 
Protest  account,  - 
Cash  balance  per  ledger, 

Less  office  notes  on  hand, 

Viz:  Exchnngc  Bank  and  branches,  - 
Virginia  Banks, 
Other  banks, 
Gold,  - 
Silver  ice. 


147,806  30 
39,200  13 


33,219  75 
18,928  64 


167,006  43 
45,328  58 

29.7S9  44 
24,065  48 

462  53 
1,833  S3 
1GG  37 
3  82 


131,197  29 
47,475  00 

22,775  00 
6,626  00 
2,173  00 


62,148  29 


232,335  01 
53,864  93 


2,466  56 
8,363  90 
32  36 


83,722  29 


$380,775  09 
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at  Clarientik,  ISM  September  {morning)  1839. 

Capital  stock  assigned  this  office, 

Office  notes  per  ledger,       -  -  - 

•  Less  on  hand,  ■ 

In  circulation,  - 
Distant  banks,  viz :  Office  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  Petersburg, 
Ditto  Bank  of  Virginia  Danville, 

Dividends  unclaimed,  No.  2,  - 
Discount  and  interest,  - 

Exchange  account,  ... 


Individual  deposits, 


•  In  C's, 
L, 
XX, 
XV, 
X, 


6,900  on  band. 

7.G00 

4,600 

3,870 

3,908 


$  26,770 


231,000  00 
26,770  00 

799  00 
3,376  43 


5,038  36 
27  71 


160,000  00 

204,230  00 
4,176  43 


6,066  07 
26,390  59 


$399,291  09 


Cke  30th  November  1S39. 

Capital  stock  assigned, 
Office  notes  per  ledger, 

•  Less  on  hand, 

In  circulation,  - 
Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia, 
Distant  banks,  viz :  Bank  of  Virginia, 

Office  of  ditto  Danville, 

Dividends  unclaimed,  No.  2, 
Individual  deposits, 

•In  C's, 
L, 


XV, 
X, 


18,400 
12,850 
6,920 
6,105 
4,200 

$47,475 


231,000  00 
47,475  00 


708  13 
1,741  86 


t 

166,000  00 


183,625  00 
3,183  00 


2,449  99 
288  75 


$380,776  02 
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State  of  the  office  on  31« 


Notes  and  bills  discounted,  via: 

On  personal  security, 

On  550  shares  this  bank,  - 

Domestic  bills  purchased, 

Office  Exchange  Bank,  Richmond, 
Ditto      Ditto  Petersburg, 

Distant  banks,  viz :  Bank  U.  States,  Philadelphia, 
Ditto  in  New  York, 
Office  Farmers  bank,  Petersburg, 
Ditto  Ditto  Danville, 

Banking  house  and  lot,  (at  cost,) 
Expenses,  (contingencies,) 
Salaries, 

Protest  account,  - 

Cash  per  ledger,  ... 
Less  office  notes  on  hand, 

•Viz:  Exchange  Bank  and  branches, 
Virginia  Banks, 
Other  Banks, 
Gold, 

Silver  and  cents, 


146,198  62 
39,200  13 


32,966  47 
13,717  29 


185,398  76 
52,622  69 

28,848  13 
21,776  66 

1,961  15 
279  81 
266  37 
6  77 


16  37 
329  17 


124,115  91 
46,360  00 

19,530  00 
1,573  00 
2,949  00 


61,703  76 
15 

75,755  91 


23S,021  34 
60,624  69 


2,514  10 
8,363  90 


345  54 
29  40 


75,755  91 


$375,654  88 


•  Norfolk  notes, 
Petersburg  notes, 
Richmondc 


9,280 
9,610 
740 


*  19,630 
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December  (evening)  1839. 


Capital  stock  assigned, 
Office  notes  per  ledger, 

*Less  on  hand, 

In  circulation, 
Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia, 
Distant  Banks,  viz :  Bank  of  Virginia, 
Discount  and  interest, 
Exchange  account, 


Individual  deposits, 


•InC'a, 
L, 


XV, 
X, 
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18,500 
13,100 
6,120 
6,330 
4,310 

$48,360 


231,000  00 
48,360  00 


604  27 

382  83 


29 


•    166,000  00 


182,640  00 
4,743  00 
287  46 


887  10 
21,097  33 


$376,664  88 


In  addition  to  the  sum  of  $48,360  office  notes  on  hand,  there  is  $  18,395  $eakd  up  in  the  office  at  Richmond, 
and  charged  to  account  of  this  office  on  the  30th  November  last,  but  not  yet  received  here. 


A.  C.  Finlby,  Cos. 


A.  W.    VENABLE,  Pretident. 
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STATEMENTS 


BANK  OF  THE  VALLEY  IN  VIRGINIA  AND  BRANCHES, 


BANK  OF  THE  VALLEY  IN  VA. 

WlNCHESTEB,  Ja.mary  4ll),  1S40. 

Nath'e  E.  Yen  able,  Es.j. 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Banla. 

DEAR  SIR, 

We  have  the  honour  herewith  to  hand  statements  marked  A.  and  B.  in  answer  to  a  resolution 
of  the  committee  on  banks,  passed  December  12th,  1839,  and  communicated  in  your  favour  of  the  same  date. 

These  statements  il  is  hoped  will  be  found  to  contain  all  the  iulormation  contemplated  by  the  resolution,  as 
it  has  been  our  earnest  desire  tlicy  should. 

The  officers  of  the  branches  of  this  bank  at  Romney,  Charlestown  and  Leesburg  were  immediately  upon 
the  receipt  of  the  resolution  furnished  with  copies,  and  to  prevent  delay  were  requested  to  furnish  direct  to  your- 
self the  information  desired,  which  it  is  hoped  either  has  been  or  wdl  be  furnished  in  due  time. 

Wc  are,  very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  servants, 

OBED  WAITE,  Pratt. 
H.  M.  BRENT,  CatlCr. 
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(A.)  * 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Proceeding*  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley  in  Virginia,  in 
answer  to  a  Resolution  of  the  Committee  on  Banks  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  jmssed  December  12th,  1839. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley  in  Virginia  held  the  20th  day  of  Septem- 
ber 1839 : 

Present — Obed  Waite,  president,  Daniel  Gold,  T.  A.  Tidball,  A.  S.  Baldwin,  Wm.  Stephenson,  David  W. 
Barton,  directors. 

For  proceedings,  sec  offering-book. 

OBED  WAITE,  PresU. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley  in  Virginia  held  the  27lh  day  of  Septem- 
ber 1S39: 

Present— Obed  Waite,  president,  Daniel  Gold,  Wm.  Stephenson,  Jacob  Baker,  A.  S.  Baldwin,  D.  W.  Bar- 
ton, T.  A.  Tidball,  John  Irwin,  directors. 

It  being  represented  to  the  board  that  there  is  in  the  hands  of  Aaron  Hibberd,  adm'r  dc  bonis  non  wilh  ihe 
will  annexed  of  Edward  Bceson  deceased,  a  fuilher  sum  of  8113  C7  liable  to  the  claim  of  this  bank  doc  lo  the 
office  at  Charlestown,  for  which  a  suit  in  chancery  was  prosecuted  in  ihe  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chan- 
cery of  Berkeley  county  against  the  said  administrator  and  others,  which  I  lie  said  Aaron  Hibberd  is  willing  lo 

Eny  on  being  indemnified  by  the  execution  of  a  bond  by  the  bank  conditioned  as  the  law  directs  in  ordinary  cases 
ctween  executor  and  legatees,  mutatis  mutandis,  as  mentioned  in  the  decree  in  said  suit:  Therefore, 
Resolved,  That  the  president  do  execute  such  bond  with  the  cor|M>ratc  seal  of  this  bank  affixed. 
The  board  after  full  consultation  directed  the  president  lo  reply  lo  the  communication  of  B.  G.  Baldwin 
and  others  of  the  30th  of  August. 

For  other  proceedings  see  offering-book. 

OBED  WAITE,  Prcs't. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley  in  Virginia  held  tho  14th  day  of  Octo- 
ber 1S39: 

Pre  sent — Obed  Waite,  president,  Daniel  Cold,  Jacob  Baker,  A.  S.  Baldwin,  Wm.  Stephenson,  T.  A.  Tid- 
ball, David  W.  Barton,  John  Miller,  directors. 

The  board  having  discounted  sundry  bills  and  notes,  for  which  see  oflering-bnok, 
On  motion  of  David  W.  Barton  unanimously  adopted  the  following  preamble  and  resolution: 
Information  having  been  received  that  ihe  banks  of  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  the  District  of  Columbia  and 
the  city  of  Richmond  have  suspended  specie  payments,  and  thai  the  condition  of  the  moneyed  afli'irs  of  ihe 
whole  country  render  it  almost  certain  that  their  example  will  be  universally  followed,  it  would  in  the  opinion  of 
this  board  be  worse  than  fruitless  for  I  hit  bank  to  struggle  longer  ngniiisi  the  inevitable  necessity  of  ihe  limes: 
Ri solved  thcnfjtc,  That  it  is  expedient  forthwith  for  this  institution  lo  suspend  specie  payments,  and  that 
the  officers  of  the  mother  bank  and  the  several  branches  shall  govern  themselves  accuuliugly. 

OBED  WAITE,  PrcsU. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley  in  Virginia  held  the  lSth  day  of  Octo- 
ber 1339: 

Present — Obed  Waite,  president,  Daniel  Gold,  T.  A.  Tidball,  John  Miller,  John  Irwin,  directors. 

The  board  having  on  the  14ih  instanl  suspended  specie  payments,  now  drcms  il  inexpedient  to  renew  any 
notes  or  make  any  new  discounts,  or  to  do  any  act  not  authorized  by  ihe  5th  section  of  the  act  of  assembly 
passed  March  22d,  1S37.  And  the  board  doth  direc  t  that  all  notes  tailing  due  this  day  and  not  paid  lie  pro- 
tested, unless  ihe  endorsers  shall  by  writing  in  due  form  waive  the  necessity  of  such  protest  and  hold  ihemselvea 
bound  lo  the  same  extent  as  if  such  notes  were  regularly  protested. 

OBED  WAITE,  Pres't. 

At  n  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Vulley  in  Virginia  held  the  1st  day  of  Novem- 
ber 1S39: 

Present — Obed  Waite,  president,  Daniel  Gold,  A.  8.  Baldwin,  Jacob  Baker,  T.  A.  Tidball,  John  Miller, 
John  Irwin,  David  W.  Barton,  dirr-dors. 

The  question  as  lo  the  legal  authority  of  l he  bank  to  make  new  discounts  having  been  fully  and  freely 
discussed, 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Barton  tbe  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  unanimously  adopted : 
This  board  having  on  tbe  14th  day  of  October  1639,  resolved  to  suspend  specie  payments,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  now  made  as  to  the  legal  authority  of  the  bank  to  make  new  discounts  since  tbe  adoption  of  that 
resolution  :  It  is  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  whatever  may  be  the  extent  of  the  legal  power  of  the  bank  since  the  act  of  suspension,  it  is 

>  make  new  discounts  or  to  do  any  other  act  or  acts  than  such  as  are 
act  of  March  22d,  1837 ;  and  the  officers  of  the  bank  arc  directed 


in  the  opinion  of  this  board  inexpedient  to  make  new  discounts  or  to  do  any  other  act  or  acts  than  such  as  are 
clearly  prescribed  in  tbe  5ih  section  of  the  i 


to  govern  themselves  accordingly. 


OBED  WAITE,  FresU. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley  in  Virginia  held  the  8th  day  of  Novem- 
ber 1839 : 

Present— Obcd  Waitc,  president,  Dan'l  Gold,  T.  A.  Tidball,  John  Miller,  David  W.  Barton,  Jacob  Baker, 
John  Irwin,  directors. 

Mr.  Gold,  Mr.  Baker  and  Mr.  Barton  were  appointed  a  committee  to  examine  the  debts  due  the  bank  and 
make  such  report  as  they  may  deem  proper. 

OBED  WAITE,  Pres't. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley  in  Virginia  held  the  15th  day  of  Novem- 
ber 1839 : 

Present— Obcd  Waitc,  president,  Daniel  Gold,  T.  A.  Tidball,  Wm.  Stephenson,  John  Miller,  John  Irwin, 
Jacob  Baker,  directors. 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  8ih  inst.  made  a  report  which  was  adopted  by  the  board. 

Jlesolord,  That  the  cashier  be  and  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  to  Win.  Byrne  twenty  dollars  for 
a  half  note  of  this  bank — he  having  produced  satisfactory  evidence  that  the  other  half  has  been  lost,  and  execu- 
ted a  bond  of  indemnity. 

OBED  WAITE,  Pres't. 

Meetings  of  the  board,  special  or  stated,  were  also  held  on  the  16th*  17th,  18lh,  19ih,  Slst,  23d,  24th,  26th, 
28th  und  30th  of  September,  and  on  the  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th,  7th,  Sib,  9ih,  10th,  Itih  nml  12ih  of  October,  at 
which  no  other  proceedings  look  place  than  to  decide  on  the  offerings  lor  discount,  and  the  only  order  made  in 
such  cases  is  "  For  proceedings  see  offering  book" — as  in  the  example  here  given — see  September  20th. 

Between  the  14ih  of  October  (the  day  on  which  this  bank  suspended  specie  payments)  and  the  l#t  doy  of 
December,  the  board  met  weekly,  but  except  in  the  instances  here  given,  transacted  no  business,  and  alter  exa- 
mining into  the  condition  of  the  bank  adjourned. 

OBED  WAITE,  Pres't. 

H.  M.  Brest,  Cash'r. 


(B.) 

Statement  thcicing  the  amount  of  Notes  and  Bills  offered  for  discount  at  the  Bank  of  the  Valley  in  Virginia  in  each  of 
the  clasnts  required  by  law  to  be  made,  and  the  amount  discounted  and  rejected  iu  each  <$f.  Jrom  the  1  bth  doy  of 
September  to  the  I5lh  day  of  October  1S39,  in  answer  to  a  Resolution  of  the  Committee  on  Banks,  passed  De- 
12/A,  1S39. 

239,317  01 
241,627  00 
00  00 


Amount  offered  in  class  No.  1, 
Amount  offered  in  class  No.  2, 
Amount  offered  in  class  No.  3, 


Total  amount  offered, 


$480,944  01 


Of  which  there  was  discounted : 
In  class  No.  1, 


M 
M 


II 
II 


"I 

M  3, 


Total 


180,540  04 
193,245  50 
00  00 

-     1373,785  64 


Digitized  by  Google 


4  [Doc.  No.  23.] 

And  rejected  in  class  No.  1,  -  -  -  -  -  53,776  97 

■     "  2,  -                -  -  -  -  -  48,381  60 

«     «  3,  -                -  -  -  -  -  00  00 


Total  amount  rejected,       ....    $107,158  47 

Whole  number  of  bills  and  notes  offered  from  the  15th  of  September  to  the  15th  of  October  1839,  -  516 
Whole  number  of  bills  and  notes  discounted,         .....  394 

Number  rejected,        .....  122 
Of  the  394  bills  and  notes  discounted  216  were  in  sums  from  $20  to  $500  inclusive. 

The  committee  will  see  from  this  and  the  accompanying  statement  that  this  hank  did  not  discount  or  renew 
any  bill  or  note  after  the  14th  of  October,  until  relieved  by  the  legislature  of  the  disabilities  incurred  by  the  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments. 

This  part  of  the  response  to  the  resolution  is  therefore  necessarily  confined  to  the  operations  of  the  bank  (or 
thirty  days,  and  the  following  statement  it  is  believed  will  shew  in  the  most  intelligible  lorm  the  character  of  aU 
the  debts  due  this  bank. 

The  total  amount  of  bills  and  notes  discounted  by  and  due  the  mother  bank  on  the  1st  day  of  Jan'y  1S40 
was  S  604,236  05,  to  wit : 

Amount  due  in  the  form  of  accommodation  notes,  ....       164.1S2  95 

Amount  of  notes  and  bills  which  had  been  discounted  and  renewed  in  the  same  form,  -      277.G57  31 

Amount  of  real  or  business  paper,  -  1 62,394  79 


SG04,2:j5  05 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  the  proportion  of  real  or  business  paper  is  much  less  at  this  time  than  is  usual, 
which  is  readily  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  no  new  discounts  were  made;  from  I  lie  14ih  of  October  to  the 
14th  of  December,  during  which  time  a  large  proportion  of  that  description  of pnprr  had  matured  and  was  paid. 
The  total  amount  of  bills  and  notes  discounted  and  due  this  bank  on  the  14lh  of  October  was  73S.452  34 
The  total  amount  on  the  14th  of  December  was  ....      6G9.730  16 

Shewing  a  decrease  of         -  -     $  16S.722  18 

nearly  all  of  which  was  of  that  class  of  debts. 

The  same  circumstance,  the  suspension  of  discounts  for  so  long  a  period  as  two  month?,  has  caused  n  con- 
siderable increase  in  the  amount  of  paper  of  the  second  class,  which  it  was  expressly  understood  at  the  time  the 
discounts  were  made  would  be  paid  at  maturity,  but  which  the  parlies  were  unable  to  do  under  the  pressure  of 
the  times  without  ruinous  sacrifices,  and  the  hank  was  compelled  to  permit  many  notes  of  this  class  to  lie  over 
for  the  time,  and  since  the  relief  granted  by  the  legislature  to  extend  the  time  of  payment  by  renewal. 

OBED  WAITE,  Pra't. 

H.  M.  Brent,  Cath'r. 
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BANK  OF  THE  VALLEY  IN  VIRGINIA— BRANCH  AT  LEESBURG. 

OFFICE  DISCOUNT  AND  DEPOSIT, 
Lbesburo,  December  27,  1839. 

Nath'd  E.  Venable  Esq., 

SIR,  Enclosed  you  will  receive  the  papers  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  committee  on  banks 

of  the  12th  instant,  of  which  you  are  chairman. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obed't  serv't, 

RICH'D  H.  HENDERSON,  Pres't. 


The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  minute-book  or  journal  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  dis- 
count and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley  in  Virginia  at  Leesburg,  from  the  15lh  day  of  September  1839  to 
the  1st  of  December,  shewing  all  the  proceedings  of  the  board. 

Friday  September  the  20lh,  1S39. — Present,  the  president  and  six  directors. 

Resolved,  That  we  discount  thirty-nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

(Signed)  RICH'D  H.  HENDERSON,  Pres't. 

Friday  September  the  27th,  1839— no  board. 

Fiiday  October  4th,  1839. — Present,  the  president  and  eight  directors. 

Resolved,  That  wc  discount  twenty-eight  thousand  and  fifty  dollars  and  twenty-one  cents. 

In  obedience  to  the  resolution  adopted  on  the  13th  inst.  the  cashier  and  teller  made  their  reports  which 
were  read,  and  on  motion  they  were  referred  to  Messrs.  Hanson,  Tyler,  Gray  and  Harding  with  instructions  to 
report  thereon. 

Messrs.  Tyler  and  Janney  appointed  a  committee  to  examine  the  official  bonds  of  the  officers  of  this  bank, 
made  their  report  which  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  said  officers  execute  new  bonds  with  good  security,  and  lay  the  same  before  the  board. 

(Signed)  RICH'D  H.  HENDERSON,  Pres't. 

Friday  October  the  11th,  1839. — Present,  the  president  and  nine  directors. 
Resolved,  That  wc  discount  nineteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars. 

(Signed)  RICH'D  H.  HENDERSON,  Pres't. 

At  a  meeting  called  by  the  president,  Saturday  October  the  12th,  1839. — Present,  the  president  and  seven 
directors. 

Intelligence  having  been  received  by  this  board  that  the  banks  of  Philadelphia,  Baltimore  and  Washington 
have  suspended  specie  payments,  and  being  desirous  to  provide  the  best  funds  in  our  power  for  the  payment  of 
our  deposits  when  called  lor  in  the  event  that  the  Bank  of  the  Valley  shall  be  compelled  to  suspend: 

Resolved,  That  the  note  of  for  $  25,000  endorsed  by  and  be  discounted  for  tho  pur- 
pose of  enabling  him  to  exchange  the  proceeds  thereof  with  the  "depositors  for  their  checks  on  this  office.  Which 
note  has  since  been  paid  off. 

(Signed)  RICH'D  II.  HENDERSON,  Pres't. 

The  bank  having  suspended,  the  board  did  not  meet  thereafter  till  tho  20th  December. 

(Teste)  RICH'D  H.  HENDERSON,  Pres't. 

Sam'l  M.  Edwards,  Cas. 
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The  following  is  a  statement  "  shewing  the  amount  of  notes  or  bills  offered  for  discount  in  each  of  the  classes 
required  by  law  to  be  made,  and  the  amount  discounted  and  rejected  in  each  ;  the  amount  of  debts  due  in  tbe 
form  of  accommodation  notes  ;  the  amount  of  notes  and  bills  that  had  been  discounted  and  renewed  in  the  same 
form  ;  and  the  amount  of  what  is  called  real  or  business  paper  discounted  and  rejected  from  the  15th  of  Sep- 
tember  to  the  1st  of  December"  1839,  at  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley  in  Virgi- 
nia at  Leesburg,  viz : 

Amount  offered  in  the  1st  class  of  S  1000  and  under,     ....       $48,497  50 

Amount  discounted  in  ditto,    ------         30,984  16 

Amount  rejected  or  not  discounted  in  ditto,  ...  -         17,815  00 

Amount  offered  in  the  2nd  class  of  over  S  1000  and  not  exceeding  $  10,000,         -  -         62.S33  00 

Amount  discounted  in  ditto,    ------         65,923  55 

Amount  rejected  or  not  discounted  in  ditto,  ....  6(909  45 

Amount  in  the  3rd  class — none  offered. 

One  for  $25,000  discounted  and  paid  since,  ...  -         25,000  00 

Amount  of  debts  due  in  the  form  of  accommodation  notes  1st  December,  -  -       209,960  80 

Amount  of  notes  and  bills  which  had  been  discounted  and  renewed  in  the  same  form,  -         63,024  96 

Amount  of  what  is  called  real  or  business  paper  discounted,  ...         34,830  05 

Amount  of  like  paper  rejected  or  not  discounted,  ...  -        24,724  45 

(Teste) 

RICH'D  H.  HENDERSON,  Prei't. 

Sam'l  M.  Edwards,  Cat. 


BANK  OF  THE  VALLEY  IN  VIRGINIA— BRANCH  AT  CHARLESTOWN. 


In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  committee  on  banks  adopted  on  tbe  12th  day  of  December  1839 
requiring  the  president  and  cashier  of  each  of  the  banks  of  this  state  and  their  branches  to  furnish  to  the  said 
committee  a  copy  of  their  respective  minute-books  or  journals  from  the  15th  of  September  to  the  1st  of  Decem- 
ber last,  and  to  furnish  other  information  relating  to  the  business  of  each  of  said  banks  and  branches,  tbe  un- 
dersigned, president  and  cashier  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley  in  Virginia  at 
Cbarlcstown,  make  the  following  statements,  and  subjoin  a  copy  of  the  minute-book  shewing  all  the  proceedings 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  said  office  between  the  periods  above  mentioned. 

Amount  of  Bills  and  Notes  offered  for  discount  at  the  said  Office  between  said  periods  : 

OF  THE  FIRST  CLASS. 

Discounted,  -  -  -  49,803  44 

Rejected,  -  -  -  19,692  42 


Total  offered,             -                -  $09,495  S6 

OF  THE  SECOND  CLASS. 

Discounted,           ...  48,733  33 

Rejected,               -               -               -  37,245  00 


Total  offered,  -  -  $  85.978  33 


No  notes  or  bills  of  the  third  class  were  offered. 
On  the  15th  of  September  1S39  the  accommodation  notes  amounted  to       S  113,655 
And  on  the  first  of  December  1839  to  -  -  112,035 

The  notes  existing  on  the  1st  of  December  1839  "which  had  been  discounted  and  renewed  in  the  same 
form"  amounted  to  $112,835.    They  consist  of  the  accommodation  paper  above  mentioned  and  a  sixty  da? 
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note  of  1 200,  which  was  once  renewed  agreeably  to  an  arrangement  made  when  the  loan  was  procured.  It  ia 
possible  some  other  notes  of  the  same  kind  were  renewed  wiihiu  the  same  period,  but  none  such  can  be  ascer- 
tained. 

The  real  or  business  paper  discounted  between  the  15th  of  September  and  1st  of 

December  1839  amounted  to  -  $21,698  44 

The  real  or  business  paper  rejected  between  the  same  periods  amounted  to  23,662  42 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  board  of  directors  of  said  office  from  the  15th  of  September 
to  tbe  1st  or  December  1839  i 

OFFICE  OF  THE  BANK  OF  THE  VALLEY  IN  VIRGINIA, 
Charlbstown,  September  20th,  1839. 

Directors  present  to-day  as  per  adjournment : 

Thomas  Griggs,  president,  John  Yates,  M.  Frame,  John  Stephenson,  M.  Ranson,  Jos.  T.  Daugherty,  George 
W.  Humphreys  aud  B.  C.  Washington. 

Amount  of  noies  offered  for  discount,  -  $  36,447 

Amount  discounted,      ...  32,867 
Adjourned  to  discount  day  in  course. 

THOMAS  GRIGGS. 
OFFICE,  Sec.  CHARLESTOWN,  September  27tb,  1839. 
Directors  present  to-day  as  per  adjournment : 

Thomas  Griggs  jr.  president,  John  Yates,  M.  Ranson,  B.  C.  Washington,  G.  W.  Humphreys,  J.  T.  Daugh- 
erty, Andrew  Kennedy,  Jacob  Morgan,  G.  B.  Wager,  John  Stephenson  and  M.  Frame. 

Amount  of  notes  offered  for  discount,  -  9  43,766 

Amount  discounted,      ...  37,166 

THOMAS  GRIGGS. 

OFFICE,  &c.  CHARLESTOWN,  October  4th,  1839. 

Directors  present  to-day  as  per  adjournment : 

Thomas  Griggs,  president,  M.  Frame,  J.  Stephenson,  Geo.  W.  Humphreys,  John  Yates  and  B.  C.  Wash- 
ington. 

The  following  directors  or  any  three  of  them  were  appointed  a  committee  to  count  the  funds  of  tho  bank 
and  make  report  thereof:  John  Yates,  George  W.  Humphreys,  Jno.  Stephenson,  A.  Kennedy  and  Gerard  B. 
Wager. 

Amount  of  notes  offered  for  discount,  -  $  27,036  44 

Amount  discounted,  -  -  8,761  44 

Adjourned  to  discouut  day  in  course. 

THOMAS  GRIGGS. 
OFFICE,  &c.  CHARLESTOWN,  October  11th,  1839. 
Directors  present  to-day  as  per  adjournment: 

Thomas  Griggs,  president,  John  Yates,  M.  Frame,  G.  B.  Wager,  J.  Stephenson,  B.  C.  Washington,  G.  W. 
Humphreys  and  J.  T.  Daugherty. 

William  Brown  resigned  his  appointment  as  cashier ;  whereupon  Cato  Moore  was  appointed  cashier  and 
William  N.  Craighill  clerk — salaries  as  heretofore.  The  said  cashier  and  clerk  gave  their  bonds,  which  were  ac- 
cepted :  the  usuul  oaih  to  each  was  administered  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties.  The  following  re- 
solution was  offered  by  Mr.  Yates : 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  on  accepting  the  resignation  of  William  Brown  esq.,  late  cashier  of  this  office, 
the  president  and  directors  feel  it  ir.cumheot  to  accord  their  entire  satisfaction  at  the  diligence  and  fidelity  with 
which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  his  office  as  far  back  as  our  knowledge  extends. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  furnish  Mr.  Brown  with  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution. 

The  committee  who  were  appointed  on  Friday  last  to  count  the  funds  of  the  bank  make  the  following  report : 

We  the  undersigned  appointed  to  count  the  money  in  the  bank  have  with  much  care  and  labour  performed 
that  duly,  and  we  find  on  hand  in  specie  forty-three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars  and  five  cents, 
and  in  paper  of  this  office  ninety-five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty  dollars ;  in  foreign  paper  fourteen  thou- 
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aarid  five  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars  and  forty-nine  cents,  which  agrees  with  the  several  entries  on  the  books 
of  the  bank,  except  an  excess  of  sixty-eight  cents,  which  sum  of  money  was  delivered  in  our  presence  by  Wil- 
liam Brown  to  Cato  Moore.    Given  under  our  hands  this  10th  day  of  October  1S39. 

GEO.  W.  HUMPHREYS, 
JOHN  YATES, 
JNO.  STEPHENSON. 

Specie,         ....               -  43,946  05 
Foreign  paper,  which  includes  $20  counterfeit,  and  a  receipt  given 

by  Geo.  Chambers  for  claim  on  Green  Castle  Bank  for  $  75  49,  1 4,546  49 

Office  paper,                  ....  95,730  00 


$  154,222  64 

Balance  in  bank  10th  October  1S39  per  settlement,  -        164,221  86 


Excess,  68 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  counting  committee  this  day  made  be  recorded  on  the  minute-book  at 
length,  and  that  the  laic  cashier  William  Brown  be  permitted  to  have  a  copy  of  the  report. 

Amount  offered  for  discount,  ...        $78,225  75 

Amount  discounted,  ...  -  49,273  33 

Adjourned  to  discount  day  in  course. 

THOMAS  GRIGGS. 
OFFICE,  &e.  CHARLESTOWN,  October  14th,  1839. 
At  a  special  meeting  of  the  directors  of  this  office  on  this  14th  of  October  1839 : 

Present — Thomas  Griggs,  president,  M.  Frame,  Geo.  W.  Humphreys,  M.  Ranson,  B.  C.  Washington,  Jos. 
T.  Daugherty  and  John  Stephenson. 

Information  having  been  received  by  letter  from  II.  M.  Brent,  cashier  of  the  Valley  Bank,  that  the  Bank  of 
Virginia,  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  and  the  Exchange  Bank  had  suspended  specie  payments,  and  that  the 
Bank  of  the  Valley  would  suspend  the  payment  of  specie  on  this  day  at  Winchester : 

Resolved,  That  Cato  Moore,  cashier  ol  this  office,  do  at  once  suspend  the  payment  of  specie  for  all  claims 
against  this  office  until  the  further  order  of  this  board. 

Adjourned  to  discount  day  in  course. 

THOMAS  GRIGGS. 
OFFICE,  &c.  CHARLESTOWN,  October  IStb,  1S39. 
Directors  present  to-day  as  per  adjournment : 

Thomas  Griggs,  president,  M.  Frame,  John  Yates,  John  Stephenson,  Geo.  W.  Humphreys,  Gerard  B.  Wa- 
ger and  Jacob  Morgan. 
No  notes  discounted. 
Adjourned  to  discount  day  in  course. 

THOMAS  GRIGGS. 
OFFICE,  &c.  CHARLESTOWN,  October  25th,  1S39. 
Directors  present  to-day  as  per  adjournment : 

Thomas  Griggs,  president,  M.  Frame,  Geo.  W.  Humphreys,  John  Stephenson,  John  Yates,  Andrew  Ken- 
nedy, Jos.  T.  Daugherty  and  Jacob  Morgan. 
Adjourned  to  discount  day  in  course. 

THOMAS  GRIGGS. 
OFFICE,  &c.  CHARLESTOWN,  November  1st,  1839. 
Directors  present  to-day  as  per  adjournment: 

Thomas  Griggs,  president,  J.  Morgan,  John  Yates,  M.  Frame,  M.  Ranson,  Jos.  T.  Daugherty,  George  W. 
Humphreys,  John  Stephenson  and  B.  C.  Washington. 
No  notes  discounted. 
Adjourned  to  discouot  day  in  course. 

THOMAS  GRIGGS. 
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OFFICE,  &c.  CHARLESTOWN,  November  8ih,  1839. 
Directors  present  to-day  as  per  adjournment : 

Thomas  Griggs,  president,  Jacob  Morgan,  John  Yates,  J.  T.  Daugherty,  Geo.  W.  Humphreys,  B.C.  Wash- 
ington, M.  Ranson,  M.  Frame  and  John  Stephenson. 
No  notes  discounted. 
Adjourned  to  discount  day  in  course. 

THOMAS  GRIGGS. 
OFFICE,  &c.  CHARLESTOWN,  November  15th,  1839. 
Directors  present  to-day  as  per  adjournment: 

Thomas  Griggs,  president,  Jacob  Morgan,  M.  Ranson,  John  Yates,  Andrew  Kennedy,  M.  Frame,  G.  W. 
Humphreys,  B.  C.  Washington  and  John  Stephenson. 
No  notes  discounted. 
Adjourned  to  discount  day  in  course. 

THOMAS  GRIGGS. 
OFFICE,  &c.  CHARLESTOWN,  November  22d,  1839. 
Directors  present  to-day  as  per  adjournment: 

Thomas  Griggs,  president,  George  W.  Humphreys,  John  Stephenson,  Gerard  B.  Wager,  John  Yates  and 
And.  Kennedy. 

No  notes  discounted. 

Adjourned  to  discount  day  in  course. 

THOMAS  GRIGGS. 
OFFICE,  &c.  CHARLESTOWN,  November  29tb,  1839. 
Directors  present  to-day  as  per  adjournment: 

Thomas  Griggs,  president,  And.  Kennedy,  Geo.  W.  Humphreys,  John  Stephenson,  John  Yates,  M.  Ran- 
son and  Gerard  B.  Wager. 
No  notes  discounted. 
Adjourned  to  discount  day  in  course. 

THOMAS  GRIGGS. 

No  offering  or  discounts  were  made  after  the  11th  of  October  1839,  and  after  the  14th  of  October  no  busi- 
ness was  done  at  said  office  except  paying  and  receiving  debts. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THOMAS  GRIGGS,  Treit. 
C.  MOORE,  Cashier. 

December  20th,  1839. 

To  Nathaniel  E.  Venable,  Esq. 

Chairman  of  lite  Committee  on  Banks. 

Note. — It  is  proper  to  state  that  on  the  11th  of  October,  the  last  discount  day  before  the  suspension  of  spe- 
cie payments,  the  directors  of  this  office  discounted  a  note  drawn  by  Cato  Moore  (amply  endorsed)  for  the  sum 
of  8  30,000  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  in  the  event  of  a  deficiency  of  foreign  paper  to  pay  such  depositors 
as  might  check  for  their  money  ;  the  board  supposing  that  such  payment  would  not  be  a  banking  operation  and 
was  not  prohibited  by  the  law.  No  such  deficiency  occurred  and  no  part  of  the  S  30,000  was  used  or  taken  out 
of  the  bank,  and  the  note  thus  discounted  has  consequently  been  paid  up. 

This  note  is  not  included  in  any  of  the  foregoing  statements,  because  it  docs  not  belong  to  either  of  the 
three  classes  fixed  by  law  and  mentioned  in  the  resolution  of  the  committee. 

THOMAS  GRIGGS,  Fres't. 
C.  MOORE,  Cashier. 

December  20th,  1889. 
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BANK  OF  THE  VALLEY  IN  VIRGINIA — BRANCH  AT  ROMNEY. 

Copy  of  the  Minute-book  of  the  Office  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley  in  Virginia  at  Romney,  from  the  15th  September 

tu  the  Ut  December  1839. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley 
in  Virginia  at  Romney,  Friday  September  20th,  1S39  : 

Present — David  Gibson,  president,  Isaac  Pancake,  Michael  Millar,  James  Gibson,  Christopher  Heiskill, 
John  B.  White,  William  Vance,  directors. 

The  board  having  transacted  the  business  of  the  day,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  they  adjourn  till  next  discount  day. 

DAVID  GIBSON. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley 
in  Virginia  at  Romney,  Friday  the  27th  September  1839  : 

Present — David  Gibson,  president,  William  Naylor,  John  B.  White,  James  Gibson,  Vauze  Fox,  John  Do- 
naldson, William  Vance,  Isaac  Pancake,  Michael  Millar,  Garret  W.  Blue,  directors. 

The  board  having  transacted  the  business  of  the  day,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  they  adjourn  till  next  discount  day. 

DAVID  GIBSON. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley  in  Virginia  at 
Romney,  October  1st,  1S39 : 

Present — David  Gibson,  president,  William  Naylor,  Isaac  Pancake,  John  B.White,  William  Vance,  James 
Gibson,  Garret  W.  Blue,  directors. 

The  board  having  transacted  the  business  for  which  they  were  convened,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  they  adjourn  till  discount  day  in  course. 

DAVID  GIBSON. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley 
in  Virginia  at  Romney,  October  4lh,  1839  : 

Present — David  Gibson,  president,  John  Pccru,  Garret  W.  Blue,  John  B.  White,  James  Gibson,  William 
Vance,  William  Naylor,  directors. 

Henry  M.  Inskeep,  clerk  in  this  office,  laid  his  bond  before  the  board,  which  was  received  and  retained  by 
the  president. 

The  board  having  transacted  the  business  before  them,  on  motion, 
Resolved,  That  they  adjourn  till  next  discount  day. 

DAVID  GIBSON. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley 
in  Virginia  at  Romney,  Friday  October  11  ill,  1S39: 

Present— David  Gibson,  president,  Vauze  Fox,  John  Peeru,  John  B.  White,  William  Vance,  Jas.  Gibson, 
Isaac  Pancake,  C.  Heiskill,  directors. 

The  board  having  transacted  the  business  of  the  day, 

Resolved,  That  they  adjourn  till  next  discount  day. 

DAVID  GIBSON. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  the 
Valley  in  Virginia  at  Romney,  October  14th,  1S;)9: 

Present— David  Gibson',  president,  James  Gibson,  John  B.  While,  William  Vance,  Christ'r  Heiskill,  Isaac 
Pancake,  John  I'eern,  Vauze  Fox,  directors. 

Havii  15  received  information  from  the  mother  bank  through  her  cashier,  Henry  M.  Brent,  by  express  this 
day,  advising  of  the  suspension  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  the  Farmers  Bank  and  Exchange  Batik,  and  of  the 
Bank  of  the  Valley, 

Resolved  by  this  board,  That  this  office  suspend  specie  payments  from  this  day. 

DAVID  GIBSON. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley 
in  Virginia  at  Romney,  October  IS,  1839  : 

Present — David  Gibson,  president,  Wm.  Naylor,  John  B.  White,  Jas.  Gibson,  John  Peeru,  John  Donald- 
son, Garret  W.  Blue,  Vauzc  Fox,  directors. 

The  board  having  transacted  the  business  of  the  day,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  they  adjourn  tilt  next  discount  day. 

DAVID  GIBSON. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley 
in  Virginia  at  Romney,  October  25,  1S39  : 

Present— David  Gibson,  president,  Isaac  Pancake,  Garret  W.  Blue,  Vauze  Fox,  John  B.  White,  William 
Naylor,  Wm.  Vance,  directors. 

Having  transacted  the  business  of  the  board, 

Resolved,  Tbat  they  adjourn  till  next  discount  day. 

DAVID  GIBSON. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley 
in  Virginia  at  Romney,  Friday  November  1,  1839  : 

Present — David  Gibson,  president,  James  Gibson,  Wm.  Naylor,  John  B.  White,  John  Peeru,  Isaac  Pan- 
cake, Michael  Millar,  Christ'r  Heiskill,  Garret  W.  Blue,  directors. 

The  board  having  transacted  the  business  of  the  day,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  they  adjourn  till  next  discount  day. 

DAVID  GIBSON. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley 
in  Virginia  at  Romney,  November  8,  1939: 

Present — David  Gibson,  president,  Wm.  Naylor,  John  B.  White,  Wm.  Vance,  Garret  W.  Blue,  Isaac  Pan- 
cake, Michael  Millar,  Vauze  Fox,  James  Gibson. 

The  board  having  transacted  the  business  of  the  day,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  they  adjourn  till  next  discount  day. 

DAVID  GIBSON. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley 
in  Virginia  at  Romney,  Friday  November  15,  1S39 : 

Present — David  Gibson,  president,  James  Gibson,  John  B.  While,  Wm.  Naylor,  Isaac  Pancake,  Michael 
Millar,  Garret  W.  Blue. 

The  board  having  transacted  the  business  of  the  day,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  they  adjourn  till  next  discount  day. 

DAVID  GIBSON. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley 
in  Virginia  at  Romney,  Friday  22d  Nov.  1S39  : 

Present— David  Gibson,  president,  James  Gibson,  Vauzc  Fox,  Garret  W.  Blue,  Isaac  Pancake,  John  B. 
White,  Wm.  Vance,  directors. 

The  board  having  transacted  the  business  of  the  day,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  they  adfourn  till  next  discount  day. 

DAVID  GIBSON. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley 
in  Virginia  at  Romney,  Friday  Nov.  29,  1S39  : 

The  president  being  absent  appointed  J.  B.  White,  president  pro  tcm.,  during  his  absence. 

Present — John  Baker  White,  president  pro  tcm.,  Isaac  Pancake,  James  Gibson,  Wm.  Vance,  Wm.  Naylor, 
Michael  Millar,  John  Brady,  directors. 

The  board  having  transacted  the  business  of  the  day,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  they  adjourn  till  next  discount  day. 

JOHN  B.  WHITE. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley 
in  Virginia  at  Rnmney,  December  6,  1839 : 

Present — John  Baker  White,  president  pro  (cm.,  Isaac  Pancake,  Michael  Millar,  John  Pceru,  John  Donald- 
son, Win.  Vance,  Vauzc  Fox,  Jas.  Gibson,  directors. 

The  board  having  transacted  the  business  of  the  day,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  they  adjourn  till  next  discount  day. 

JOHN  B.  WHITE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley 
in  Virginia  at  Iiornncy,  Friday  December  13,  1S39 : 

Present — John  Baker  White,  president  pro  tern.,  James  Gibson,  Garret  W.  Blue,  John  Peeru,  Wm.  Vance, 
Isaac  Pancake,  Wm.  Nay  lor,  directors. 

,  The  board  having  transacted  the  business  of  the  day,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  they  adjourn  till  next  discount  day. 

JOHN  B.  WHITE. 


Bills  and  Notes  Discounted  at  the  Office  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley  in  Virginia  at  Romney,  from  the  15lh  day  of  Sep- 
tember to  1st  of  December  1839. 


A««i.>tRej«et. 

SllSs'iSa? 

1839. 

20, 

Amount  of  1st  class, 

17595  00 

825  00 

16770  00 

16770  00 

M 

Do. 

2d  class, 

13044  00 

1000  00 

12044  00 

12044  00 

m 

28814  00 

M 

27, 

Do. 

1st  class, 

15131  00 

1950  00 

13181  00 

13181  00 

13181  00 

if 

II 

Do. 

2d  class, 

50090  00 

* 

50096  00 

27902  00 

22194  00 

50096  00 

Ocl'r 

1. 

Do. 

2d  class,  special 

meeting, 

5000  00 

5000  00 

5000  00 

5000  00 

it 

4, 

Do. 

1st  class, 

10509  00 

815  00 

9694  00 

9193  00 

501  00 

9094  00 

u 

IC 

Do. 

2d  class, 

12150  00 

• 

12156  00 

6076  00 

60S0  00 

12156  00 

ii 

H. 

Do. 

1st  class, 

6850  00 

6850  00 

6850  00 

M 

ti 

Do. 

2d  class, 

22226  00 

22226  00 

22226  00 

- 

2907C  00 

119242  00 

28775  00 

On  the  14th  day  of  October  specie  payments  were  suspended,  since  which  and  until  after  the  first  day  of  December  there 
were  no  notes  or  bills  discounted  at  this  office. 

Total  amount  of  bills  and  notes  due  this  office  1st  December,  ...         362,800  39 

Total  amount  of  what  may  strictly  be  called  accommodation  paper,  -  -  -  55,417  00 

Special  loans,         -  -  -       g  307,333  39 

Note. — Perhaps  $  100,000  or  upwards  of  the  above  sum  of  $  307,383  39  was  loaned  for  short  periods,  but  in  conse- 
quence of  the  failure  of  the  crops  and  other  causes  have  been  renewed  from  limo  to  lime  for  the  last  two  or  three  years,  the 
bank  always  reserving  to  itself  the  right  at  any  moment  to  call  in  the  whole  or  any  part  of  these  loans. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JNO.  M'DOWELL,  Cashier. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA. 


FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA,  January  11th,  1840. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  report  submitted  to  the  stockholders  of  this  bank  at 
the  annual  meeting  held  the  7th  inst.,  which  by  a  resolution  I  was  instructed  to  lay  before  the  general  assembly. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  MACFARLAND,  President. 

To  Thomas  W.  Gilmer,  Esq. 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  Ifc. 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  held  the  7lb  day  of  January 
1S40,  the  president  submitted  the  following  report;  whereupon  it  was  resolved, 

"  That  the  report  submitted  by  the  president  be  adopted,  and  as  a  further  evidence  of  the  concurrence  of 
this  meeting  in  the  views  therein  presented,  the  said  report  be  published  and  a  copy  thereof  laid  before  the 
general  assembly  now  in  session." 

REPORT. 

It  has  not  been  usual  to  do  more  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  this  bank  than  to  present  a 
compendious  yet  clear  statement  of  the  general  condition  of  the  institution.  The  usage  in  that  respect  has  been 
complied  with  on  this  occasion,  as  appears  by  the  tabular  statements  now  exhibited  ;  but  the  recent  suspension 
of  specie  payments  and  the  alterations  introduced  into  the  charter  of  the  bank  since  the  last  annual  meeting 
seem  to  call  for  an  additional  report. 

The  board  of  the  mother  bank  deemed  it  necessary  to  resolve  to  suspend  specie  payments  temporarily  the 
12th  of  October  last.  The  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  directors  under  a  painful  sense  of  their  obligations  to 
the  institution  and  to  the  public,  upon  full  consideration  of  the  weighty  and  delicate  points  which  it  behooved 
them  to  consider. 

It  must  be  known  to  all  those  any  way  familiar  with  the  course  of  business  between  this  city  and  the  cities 
of  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  that  a  suspension  by  their  banks  of  necessity  exposes  our  own  to  tho  most 
serious  and  perplexing  embarrassments.  They  are  the  points  from  which  a  large  portion  of  our  circulation  is 
returned  to  be  redeemed  ;  which  under  ordinary  circumstances  is  effected  by  checks  drawn  upon  funds  which 
our  banks  are  enabled  kto  provide  in  those  cities.  It  may  be  safely  assumed  that  eight-tenths  of  the  notes 
returned  upon  our  banks  for  specie  or  to  be  exchanged  for  other  funds,  come  from  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia; 
and  the  demands  have  of  late  been  so  frequent  that  it  would  scarcely  be  an  exaggeration  to  describe  them  as 
daily. 

It  hence  appears  why  a  suspension  in  the  northern  cities  must  be  attended  by  serious  consequences  to  our 
banks.  The  funds  on  which  they  are  accustomed  to  rely  for  the  redemption  of  their  notes  become  unavailing; 
and  drafts  discounted  with  an  eye  to  the  accumulation  of  such  funds  arc  made  of  less  value  than  obligations 
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payable  at  home.  Whilst  the  availnble  means  of  the  banks  would  be  thereby  greatly  diminished,  the  demands 
for  specie  would  be  multiplied.  For  the  suspension  in  the  cities  before  mentioned  would  not  tend  to  keep  the 
circulation  of  our  banks  out,  but  on  the  contrary  to  throw  it  more  rapidly  back  upon  ihem.  When  specie  is  at 
a  premium  of  8  per  cent,  in  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  and  it  was  lor  a  time  as  high  as  12,  the  strong  induce- 
ments to  the  holders  of  notes  and  depositors  to  press  upon  the  banks  would  be  generally  yielded  to. 

The  condition  of  this  bank  at  the  dale  of  the  resolution  to  suspend,  was  such  as  to  warrant  confidence  in 
its  ability  to  meet  any  thing  short  of  an  unexpected  and  extraordinary  crisis.  Compared  with  former  years  it 
was  in  a  state  of  more  than  ordinary  security.  The  directory  had  been  impressed  with  the  importance  of 
strengthening  the  bank,  and  had  applied  itself  to  that  end  as  carefu'ly  as  a  just  regard  to  its  effects  upon  the 
great  interest  of  the  community  seemed  to  authorize.  The  line  of  discounts  had  been  reduced  since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year,  and  along  with  it  the  circulation  and  deposits  had  been  brought  down.  But  yet  the  bank  was 
not  in  a  condition  to  abide  with  safely  the  disastrous  reverse  to  which  it  was  unexpectedly  exposed  by  the  sus- 
pension of  the  northern  banks.  It  was  apprehended  that  the  unequal  intercourse  which  would  supervene  there- 
upon, would  expose  the  bank  to  the  speedy  loss  of  its  specie  to  supply  the  foreign  demand  for  it;  and  hence  it 
would  be  also  lost  to  the  circulation  ot  the  stale.  And  as  the  chance  of  replenishing  its  coin  was  effectually  cut 
off  by  the  course  of  the  northern  banks,  an  impartial  regnrd  to  the  rights  of  every  creditor  whose  claims  could 
not  all  be  satisfied  in  coin,  as  well  as  urgent  considerations  of  policy  seemed  to  leave  but  one  alternative.  As  a 
suspension  was  in  the  end  unavoidable  upon  any  prudent  and  discreet  plan  of  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  bank, 
the  resolution  did  but  anticipate  what  with  widely  different  consequences  to  the  community  and  the  bank,  must 
have  ensued  if  events  had  been  left  to  their  own  course. 

It  is  admitted  that  the  foregoing  view  places  our  banks  in  a  state  of  dependence  upon  the  course  of  banks 
elsewhere,  that  exposes  them  to  suffer  by  their  mismanagement  and  indiscietion.  The  fact  is  so,  and  is  equally 
true  of  the  banks  of  any  other  state  or  country  connected  with  other  points  or  places  by  active  commercial  re- 
lations. Its  explanation  is  to  be  sought  in  the  laws  of  trade  that  regulate  the  commerce  of  every  people,  whe- 
ther domestic  or  international,  and  exert  a  controlling  influence  wholly  independent  of  all  conventional  arrange- 
ments. It  may  be  granted  that  the  liability  of  the  banks  of  our  state  to  suffer  by  the  misconduct  of  those  of 
another,  is  to  some  degree  a  condition  from  which  they  cannot  wholly  escape,  but  it  may  reconcile  us  to  know 
that  if  banks  were  dispensed  with  altogether,  the  sympathy  between  different  communities  would  still  exist, 
and  under  any  conceivable  form  of  commercial  economy  would  carry  the  disastrous  consequences  of  a  revulsion 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  country  in  which  it  originated.  And  the  opinion  may  be  hazarded,  that  the  calamities 
attendant  upon  such  an  occurrence,  in  extent  and  intensity  would  be  aggravated,  and  a  recovety  from  the  pres- 
sure of  an  evil  time  retarded,  for  the  want  of  that  very  bank  agency  which  has  been  erroneously  supposed  to 
be  the  head  spring  of  the  mischief. 

It  is  not  intended  to  say  that  no  change  can  be  made  in  the  mode  of  conducting  the  bank,  which  will  not 
serve  to  render  it  more  independent  of  other  banks  and  better  able  to  stand  the  shock  of  commercial  vicissi- 
tudes.   A  change  forcibly  recommended  by  the  experience  of  recent  years  would  be  to  restrict  discounts  to  pa- 

Gr  of  a  strictly  commercial  and  business  character  having  but  a  few  months  to  run,  and  which  was  intended  to 
paid  at  maturity.  It  is  know  n  that  a  different  practice  has  prevailed  in  this  and  other  banks  of  the  stale  from 
their  foundation,  and  that  it  has  led  lo  the  creation  of  a  large  accommodation  debt.  The  effect  of  such  debt  is 
to  detract  from  the  ability  of  the  bank  to  contribute  to  the  wants  of  an  active  and  expanding  commerce,  ond  to 
leave  the  institution  greatly  more  exposed  than  if  its  discounts  were  confined  to  notes  to  be  paid  at  maturity. 
The  directory  through  the  past  year  endeavoured  to  conform  their  course  to  this  suggestion  in  respect  to  all  new 
applications  for  loans,  and  required  the  old  accommodation  line  to  be  reduced.  It  would  comport  neither  with 
sound  policy  nor  the  understanding  with  which  this  debt  in  years  past  was  contracted  lo  insist  upon  its  loo  rapid 
payment ;  but  if  due  regard  be  had  to  the  collection  of  it,  as  it  may  be  expedient  from  time  to  time  to  call  it 
in,  and  care  be  taken  to  avoid  the  creation  of  a  similar  debt  in  future,  the  consequences  to  the  institution  will 
be  highly  salutary.  If  this  policy  be  carried  oul  and  discounts  be  confined  within  proper  limits,  of  which  a 
prudent  directory  are  alone  competent  to  judge,  there  will  be  as  great  security  as  is  to  be  expected  of  human 
management — and  of  most  other  notions  of  reform  it  may  be  said  they  are  arbitrary  if  not  pernicious,  and  re- 
trench the  safe  and  valuable  functions  of  a  bank. 

It  w  ill  be  seen  by  examining  ihe  statements  that  the  condition  of  the  bank  contrasts  favourably  with  what 
was  its  condition  at  the  last  annual  meeting.  The  circulation  has  been  reduced  about  seven  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  and  of  deposits  the  amount  is  less  by  about  S 200,000.  The  balance  due  from  other  banks  is  larger 
than  it  then  was.  The  specie,  whilst  it  bears  a  pro|K)rtion  lo  the  circulation  larger  than  the  law  prescribes,  has 
of  course  been  reduced  below  the  amount  held  the  1st  January  1839.  It  is  not  known  that  any  bad  debt  has 
been  made  during  the  past  yenr,  or  thai  the  security  for  debts  of  former  years  has  been  impaired. 

It  would  be  highly  gratifying  to  indicate  some  early  period  when  ihe  resumption  of  specie  payments  might 
be  safely  commenced.  The  directors  of  the  bank,  and  the  remark  is  doubiless  no  less  true  of  the  stockholders, 
yield  to  no  part  of  the  community  in  their  anxiety  for  a  sound  and  legal  currency,  and  they  feel  especially  an 
earnest  solicitude  that  the  notes  of  this  bauk  should  be  always  convertible  iuto  coin  at  the  pleasure  of  the  holder. 
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But  from  what  has  been  before  said,  and  for  other  reasons  which  will  suggest  themselves,  a  resumption  before 
the  banks  at  tho  north,  or  at  least  some  of  those  that  have  suspended,  arc  prepared  for  it,  and  a  favourable  state 
of  trade  has  been  established,  would  be  hazardous  to  ihe  bank  and  in  its  consequences  embarrassing  and  op- 
pressive to  the  community.  It  would  place  the  institution  under  a  necessity  of  so  curtailing  its  operations  that 
for  a  time  it  would  cease  to  be  a  bank  of  discount.  For  it  is  wholly  out  of  the  question  to  suppose  that  with 
specie  at  a  premium  and  obligations  now  outstanding  exceeding  the  amount  of  coin  in  possession,  the  bank  would 
or  ought  to  add  to  its  liabilities  by  doing  any  business  whatsoever.  If  the  banks  shall  be  reduced  to  such  a  ne- 
cessity, or  indeed  to  any  near  approximation  to  it,  the  depreciation  of  property  of  every  description  and  the  in- 
terruption to  the  commerce  and  trade  of  the  state  resulting  from  the  denial  of  the  accustomed  bank  facilities 
would  be  fearfully  and  extensively  mischievous.  The  fact  that  New  York  has  been  able  to  maintain  specie  pay- 
ments, at  no  inconsiderable  embarrassmeut  and  loss  it  must  be  admitted,  aud  the  greater  therefore  is  the  credit 
which  it  reOects  upon  her,  does  not  imply  that  an  attempt  to  imitate  her  example  would  not  involve  greater  sa- 
crifices than  fell  to  her  portion,  or  that  there  would  be  in  the  end  any  certainty  of  success.  Her  position  as  the 
great  centre  of  exchange  is  eminently  in  her  favour.  Credits  on  New  York  in  any  part  of  the  country  are  equi- 
valent to  specie — at  a  premium  generally  with  reference  to  the  specie  standard.  Hence  she  is  not  exposed  to 
the  loss  of  specie  by  domestic  demands.  She  enjoys  besides  other  inestimable  advantages,  the  fruits  in  part  of 
ber  gigantic  enterprise,  and  of  a  vast  portion  of  the  public  revenue  of  which  she  is  the  depository. 

'ihe  question  as  to  the  time  when  specie  payments  shall  be  resumed  is  proper  to  be  considered  by  this 
meeting  if  it  be  its  pleasure  to  entertain  it,  and  the  directory  may  be  relied  upon  to  carry  cheerfully  out  any  de- 
claration of  its  opinion. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  notwithstanding  the  suspension  bank  notes  have  not  depreciated,  but  have  been 
maintained  at  their  full  value.  A  contrary  opinion  has  been  sometimes  ventured  upon  a  superficial  or  inaccurate 
view  of  the  facts.  The  large  reduction  which  has  been  effected  in  the  circulation  of  this  bank,  and  the  reduc- 
tion that  is  known  to  have  occurred  nl  the  other  banks,  would  prepare  us  to  expect  that  the  currency  was  neither 
redundant  or  depreciated.  And  when  the  fact  is  adverted  to  that  the  price  of  all  kinds  of  property  has  fallen, 
estimated  with  reference  to  bank  notes  as  the  standard  ;  and  that  this  is  true  of  property  the  most  saleable  at  all 
times,  because  the  most  generally  coveted,  and  of  property  of  the  most  unquestionable  value,  the  obligations  of 
the  commonwealth  for  example,  it  must  be  apparent  there  is  no  reason  to  apprehend  the  currency  to  be  depre- 
ciated, none  certainly  to  suppose  it  to  be  redundant.  It  is  true  specie  compared  with  notes  is  at  a  premium; 
bu:  mat  happens  w  hen  the  demand  for  it  advances  the  price  of  bullion  above  what  is  paid  for  it  at  the  mint  as 
well  as  when  notes  arc  in  fact  depreciated.  It  happened  during  the  interval  of  the  long  suspension  in  England 
that  for  a  short  lime  Bank  of  England  notes  were  111  a  premium  purchased  with  gold  ;  yet  BOM  would  conclude 
therefrom  that  gold  had  depreciated.  At  New  York  in  the  course  of  the  fall  sterling  bills  were  currently  sold  at 
from  3  to  5  per  cent,  below  par,  there  being  a  large  admitted  balance  against  this  country  in  favour  of  England  : 
the  lact  may  shew  there  was  a  want  of  money  to  purchase  sterling  bills,  but  not  that  they  were  actually  depre- 
ciated in  value. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  in  May,  held  to  consider  the  amended  charter,  a  resolution  was  adopted 
directing  a  memorial  to  bo  presented  to  the  gencral  assembly  praying  for  certain  amendments  of  the  banking 
laws.  The  penalties  incurred  by  the  suspension  induced  the  opinion  that  it  was  proper  to  delay  the  memorial 
until  after  the  general  assembly  had  passed  on  that  proceeding  of  the  bank. 

The  meeting  that  adopted  the  resolution  fell  assured  of  obtaining  from  a  parental  government,  their  copart- 
ner in  a  useful  public  institution,  a  willing  audience  for  any  dutiful  representations  concerning  their  common  in- 
terest, and  as  connected  with  it,  the  interest  of  the  public  at  large.  A  hasty  reference  to  the  amendments  con- 
templated is  all  that  is  now  proposed. 

It  is  humbly  submitted  that  the  provisions  of  the  law  applying  to  a  case  of  suspension,  may  be  made  to 
work  effects  fatal  to  the  banks  and  that  would  be  deplored  by  the  public.  It  is  not  the  interest  nor  the  wish  of 
the  stockholders  that  any  measure  of  responsibility  likely  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  a  suspension,  should  bo 
relaxed  ;  but  as  it  may  occur  under  the  most  prudent  administration  of  the  bank,  laws  that  expose  the  property 
of  the  institution  to  confiscation  and  ihe  institution  itself  to  annihilation  at  the  suit  of  individuals  seeking  only 
their  private  advantage,  nnswer  no  valuable  public  end,  but  may  defeat  important  public  objects.  The  penal- 
ties denounced  by  the  laws  as  they  now  stand,  it  might  be  reserved  to  the  legislature  or  the  executive  to  mHict, 
if  the  case  should  be  thought  to  warrant  it — such  a  change  in  the  law  would  protect  the  public  against  abuses  on 
the  part  of  the  banks  at  the  same  time  that  it  would  guard  the  public  against  evils  of  anniher  kind. 

The  prohibition  to  the  issue  of  notes  below  ton  dollars  is  now  in  force,  and  at  an  early  day  it  applies  to  all 
notes  below  twenty  dollars.  The  end  contemplated  by  this  enaetmcnt  is  the  introduction  into  circulation  of  coin 
as  a  substitute  for  notes  of  the  denomination  of  five  nnd  ten  dollars.  It  may  be  confidently  pronounced  that  it 
will  fail  of  that  result — at  least  until  other  states  shidl  adopt  the  prohibition  and  prevent  theieby  the  existence  of 
small  notes.  In  the  mean  time,  and  indefinitely  perhaps,  as  there  is  no  reason  to  expect  that  our  policy  in  this 
respect  will  be  imitated,  our  circulation  will  consist  of  small  notes  as  herelnlbre.  not  furnished  by  our  own  tanks 
but  by  banks  elsewhere  whose  condition  is  not  known,  and  who  ore  irresponsible  to  our  slate  authorities.    It  is 
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notorious  that  even  now  in  the  smaller  denominations  the  circulation  consists  of  the  notes  of  Carolina,  Maryland 
and  other  states.  The  effects  of  the  prohibition  upon  our  banks  will  be  extensively  pernicious.  Unless  indeed 
it  may  be  relaxed,  and  the  undeserved  and  unreasonable  distrust  with  which  it  is  fashionable  to  regard  banking 
institutions  shall  subside,  it  is  worthy  of  grave  consideration  whether  the  stockholders  should  not  surrender  their 
charter.  If  they  were  to  regard  it  as  a  question  interesting  to  themselves  alone,  to  be  decided  by  suggestions  of 
mere  pecuniary  advantage,  it  might  be  anticipated  that  such  would  be  their  decision.  And  then  it  would  be  soon 
seen,  nay  acknowledged  and  confessed  by  all  men,  that  banks  were  highly  valuable  public  agents,  and  that  stock- 
holders were  entitled  to  some  respect  as  contributors  to  the  public  weal.  It  is  not  intended  to  propose  a  renun- 
ciation of  the  charter,  because  it  is  impossible  to  feel  indifferent  to  the  wide-spread  mischief  that  would  ensue; 
but  it  deserves  to  be  remembered  at  nil  times  that  the  public  have  an  equal,  not  to  say  a  paramount  interest  to 
the  stockholders  in  the  continuation  of  the  institution,  relieved  of  unnecessary  and  impolitic  restrictions. 

The  multiple  of  its  coin  to  which  the  issues  of  the  bank  are  limited  by  law,  is  as  high  as  it  would  be  gene- 
rally prudent  to  allow  the  circulation  to  extend  ;  it  would  be  prudent  in  the  main  to  keep  below  that  limit;  bat 
the  requisition  upon  the  bank  to  suspend  its  loans  whenever  the  prescribed  ratio  is  disturbed,  until  it  is  again 
restored,  supersedes  the  discretion  which  ought  as  well  in  respect  to  the  public  as  the  institution,  to  be  commit- 
ted to  the  directory.  It  will  be  petceived  that  a  ratio  proper  to  be  observed  when  the  circulation  is  large,  is  of 
less  important  when  the  circulation  has  been  reduced  ;  that  by  its  rapid  reduction  any  prescribed  proportion 
may  be  disturbed  ;  and  that  a  requisition  which  admits  of  no  respect  to  circumstances,  must  operate  harshly  and 
injuriously.  It  is  submitted  that  the  law  should  be  so  modified  at  least  as  to  allow  the  bank  a  reasonable  discre- 
tion in  the  application  of  its  provisions. 

The  bonus  exacted  is  a  heavy  charge  on  the  institution ;  and  as  it  operates  as  a  temptation  to  the  bank  to 
increase  its  business,  it  seems  to  conflict  with  the  policy  of  the  law  which  looks  to  circumscribing  the  business 
of  the  bank.  It  is  hoped  it  may  comport  with  the  views  of  the  general  assembly  to  relieve  the  bank  in  tbi* 
particular. 

The  requisition  of  the  bank  to  pay  the  notes  of  the  lower  denominations  "  in  gold  of  the  United  Slates  coin- 
age," whenever  demanded,  is  an  onerous  condition ;  and  it  is  not  perceived  that  any  valuable  public  end  is 
answered  by  it. 

The  meeting  of  stockholders  that  adopted  the  amended  charter,  was  gravely  impressed  with  the  injurious 
tendency  of  these  and  other  parts  of  the  law,  and  they  relied  on  a  future  legislature  to  grant  such  relief  to  the 
bank  as  should  be  consistent  with  the  general  interest. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  H.  MACFAIULAND,  Praxdm. 


Digitized  by  Google 


[DOC.  No.  25  ] 


STATEMENTS 


OP  TUB 


MERCHANTS  AND  MECHANICS  BANK  OF  WHEELING, 


In  answer  to  a  Resolution  of  ike  Committee  on  Banks. 


MERCHANTS  AND  MECHANICS  BANK, 
Wheeling,  3d  January  1840. 

Nathaniel  E.  Venable  Esq., 

Chairman  of  the  Commitce  on  Banks : 

DEAR  SIR, 

In  the  absence  of  our  president  I  have  pleasure  in  acknowledging  your  favour  of  the  12th 
ultimo,  and  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  thereto  annexed,  I  enclose  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  "  accom- 
modation notes"  and  "  foreign  notes  and  bills"  discounted,  together  with  a  detailed  statement  of  the  notes  and 
bills  discounted  between  the  15th  Sepiember  and  1st  of  December. 

1  infer  from  the  terms  of  your  resolution  that  your  object  in  requiring  a  copy  of  the  minutes,  was  that  you 
might  be  furnished  with  an  exhibit  of  the  number  and  amount  of  bills  discounted  between  the>15th  September 
and  1st  of  December:  if  so  your  wishes  will  be  met  by  the  detailed  statement  above  referred  to.  If  however, 
you  have  any  other  object  in  view,  it  will  ufTord  me  pleasure  to  forward  a  full  copy  from  the  journals  of  the  board. 
As  the  provisions  of  the  late  "law  requiring  a  classification  of  paper  offered  to  be  made"  do  not  apply  to  us, 
we  have  not  so  kept  our  books  as  to  be  able  to  furnish  a  statement  of  the  "  amount  of  bills  or  notes  offered  for 
discount  in  each  of  the  classes  required  by  law  to  be  made  and  the  amount  discounted  and  rejected  in  each." 

Hoping  that  the  enclosed  statement  will  be  satisfactory, 

I  am  dear  sir, 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

S.  BRADY,  Cashier. 
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MERCHANTS  AND  MECHANICS  BANK, 
Wheeling,  23th  December  1839. 

•Amount  of  debts  due  in  the  form  of  accommodation  notes  1st  Dec'r  1839,  402,876  76 

Amount  of  real  or  business  paper  in  the  form  nf  notes  discounted  by  the  board  from 

15th  Sept'r  to  1st  Dec'r  1839,  (for  detailed  statement  of  which  sec  below,)        20,213  63 

  423,090  38 

Amount  of  notes  arid  bills  payable  abroad,  considered  as  business  paper,      -  -  173,830  87 

$596,921  % 


Dctai'ed  Statement  of  Notes,  {considered  as  real  or  business  paper,)  discounted  from  15th  StpCr  to  1st  Dec'r  1839. 
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Detailed  Statement  of  Bills  discounted  from  the  15//<  September  to  the  1st  December  1839. 
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•A  lart*e  proportion  of  the  "dolus  due  in  the  form  of  accommodation  notes"  referred  to  in  the  fure^ointr  statement  were  originally  dis- 
counted as  "buitnfM  paper,"  but  such  hi  been  the  scarcity  of  money  that  the  board  of  director*  have  for  some  time  allowed  doroesW 
paper  to  be  renewed  with  moderate  curtailments  without  regard  to  the  rircuimtam-os  under  which  it  was  originally  discounted,  and  ia 
the  within  statement  ihp  whole  of  ihai  elms  of  paper  ii  denominated  li  accommodation." 
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STATEMENTS 


OF  THE 


NORTHWESTERN  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 


In  answer  to  a  Resolution  of  the  Committee  on  Banks. 


NORTHWESTERN  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 

Wheeling,  December  29,  1S39. 

To  N.  E.  Venable  Esq., 

Chairmen  of  the  Committee  of  Banks. 

SIR, 

Your  letter  covering  the  resolution  of  the  committee  on  banks  passed  on  the  12th  inst.  was  duly 
received  ;  and  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  board  of  directors  I  herewith  transmit  the  information  required 
by  the  resolution  so  far  as  is  within  the  power  ol  the  board. 

There  is  not  nor  has  there  been  at  any  lime  kept  a  register  of  notes  offered  for  discount  in  this  bank,  other 
than  such  as  are  discounted ;  consequently  it  is  noL  in  the  power  of  the  brink  to  furnish  the  amount  or  the  deno- 
mination of  the  notes  offered  fur  discount — and  here  permit  me  to  mid  that  I  am  instructed  by  the  board  of 
directors  most  respectfully  to  suggest  that  they  never  have  supposed  that  the  section  of  the  act  of  April  4, 
1S39  was  applicable  to  this  bank,  hence  it  is  that  the  bank  has  made  no  classification  nor  kept  a  register  of  the 
notes  offered  for  discount. 

It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  accommodation  notes  with  accuracy.  Bills  and  notes  to  a  large 
amount  founded  upon  real  transactions  anil  expected  to  have  been  paid  at  maturity,  have  not  been  met  in  conse- 
quence of  the  derangement  in  the  monetary  ulliiirs  of  the  country,  and  the  bank  has  been  compelled  to  continue 
such  loans. 

But  it  may  be  observed  with  regard  to  the  general  rharacter  of  our  loans,  that  with  the  exception  of  one 
hundred  or  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  (which  has  been  loaned  for  county  purposes,  to  corpora- 
tions and  a  few  to  individuals)  the  whole  are  in  a  gradual  course  of  reduction  or  curtailment,  small  il  is  true  in 
some  cases  but  sufficient  to  take  from  them  the  character  ol"  standing  or  accommodation  paper. 

I  enclose  the  M  minutes  of  our  board"  and  am, 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

J.  LIST,  Cashier. 
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Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Northwestern  Bank  of  Virginia. 


Thursday,  September  19. 
Sundry  notes  renewed  and  the  following  discounted  : 

7  in  number  amounting  to 
Adjourned  to  Monday  23d. 

Monday,  September  23. 
The  following  notes  discounted  : 
2  in  number  amounting  to 

Thcrsday,  September  26. 
Sundry  notes  renewed  and  the  following  discounted  : 

21  in  number  amounting  to 

Thursday,  October  3. 
Sundry  notes  renewed  and  the  following  discounted  : 

19  in  number  amounting  to  ... 

Thursday,  October  10. 
Sundry  notes  renewed  and  the  following  discounted : 

8  in  number  amounting  to 

Thursday,  October  17. 
Sundry  notes  renewed  and  the  following  discounted : 
4  in  number  amounting  to 

Thursday,  October  24. 
Sundry  notes  renewed  and  the  following  discounted: 

22  in  number  amounting  to  ... 

Thursday,  October  31. 
Sundry  notes  renewed  and  the  following  discounted: 
12  in  number  amounting  to 

Thursday,  November  7. 
Sundry  notes  renewed  smd  the  following  discounted: 
11  in  number  amounting  to 

Thursday,  Novemher  14. 
Sundry  notes  renewed  and  the  following  discounted: 

20  in  number  amounting  to 

Thursday,  November  21. 
Sunday  notes  were  renewed  and  the  following  dis- 
counted : 

14  iu  number  amounting  to 


No  board. 


Thursday,  November  2S. 


142S  13 
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4449  32 


6704  54 


24SG  20 


1072  72 


5192  74 
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33S5  07 


5730  70 


5034  04 


$1000  ind  not  ex- 
ceeding (10000. 


1600  00 


None. 


6768  00 


None. 


None. 


8000  00 


None. 


3200  00 


1100  00 


2500  00 


None. 


None. 


None. 


None. 


None 


None. 


None. 


None. 


None. 


None. 


None. 
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Letter  of  John  Southgate  President  pro  tern,  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia,  transmitting  a  list 
of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Delegates  who  arc  stockttolders  and  their  indebtedness  as  indi- 
viduals and  as  members  of  firms. 

EXCHANGE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 

Norfolk,  January  11,  1840. 

Geo.  W.  Munford  Esq. 
SIR, 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  house  of  delegates  of  the  6th  inst.,  I  herewith  enclose  to 
you  the  information  required  by  said  resolution. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

JNO.  SOUTHGATE,  President  pro  Urn. 


List  of  Members  of  the  House  of  Delegates  who  are  Stockholders  in  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia,  the  amount  of 
stock  held  by  each  on  this  day,  their  indebtedness  to  the  Bank  individually  and  as  members  of  firms,  required  by  a 
Resolution  of  the  House  of  Delegates  of  the  6th  January  1840. 
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Amount. 

Thomas  Smith, 

30 

Jos.  T.  Allyn, 

1350  00 

2750  00 

1350  00 

4235  00 

1350  00 

4G35  00 

1350  00 

4235  00 

Saml.  Watls, 

— 

215  00 

• 

215  00 

215  00 

• 

215  00 

JNO.  SOUTHGATE,  President  pro  tern, 

Norfolk,  January  11,  1840. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OP  THE 

COURT  OF  DIRECTORS 

OF  THE 

WESTERN  LUNATIC  HOSPITAL 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1839. 
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At  a  Court  of  Directors  held  for  the  Western  Lunatic  Hospital,  January  the  9th,  1840 : 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  Clarke,  esq.  president  of  this  court  forward  to  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  delegates 
the  annual  report  of  the  directors  for  the  year  1839,  with  a  request  that  he  lay  the  same  before  that  body  as 
early  as  convenient. 

(A  copy)— Teste, 

NICH.  C.  KINNEY,  C.  C.  D. 


STAUNTON,  J andary  11,  1840. 

SIR, 

In  obedience  to  the  annexed  resolution  of  the  court  of  directors  of  the  Western  lunatic  hospital,  I 
have  the  honour  to  enclose  to  you  their  annual  report  for  the  year  1839,  with  a  request  that  you  will  lay  the  i 
before  the  legislature  at  as  early  a  day  as  may  suit  your  convenience. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

SAMUEL  CLARKE, 

To  the  honourable  the  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Delegates — 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COURT  OF  DIRECTORS. 


To  the  honourable  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia. 

Tbe  president  and  directors  of  the  Western  lunatic  hospital  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  general  assembly  the 
following  report  of  their  proceedings  since  the  dale  of  their  last  annual  communication.  The  report  of  the  phy- 
sician of  the  institution  which  is  appended  to  this  report  is  so  full  and  satisfactory  in  its  statistical  information 
and  in  relation  to  the  general  management  of  the  hospital,  that  the  directory  have  thought  it  better  to  present  it 
entire  to  the  legislature  rather  than  to  give  extracts  from  it,  or  a  mere  summary  of  its  contents,  which  would 
be  by  no  means  so  interesting  or  satisfactory  to  those  who  feel  a  concern  for  the  welfare  of  the  unfortunate  ob- 
jects for  whose  benefit  the  asylum  was  instituted.  The  directory  take  much  pleasure  in  calling  the  particular 
attention  of  the  legislature  to  that  report  because  they  think  that  it  is  calculated  to  shew  not  only  that  the  trust 
conGded  to  the  officers  of  the  institution  has  been  faithfully  administered,  but  that  its  usefulness  has  been  pro- 
gressively increasing,  and  that  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  still  farther  advances  will  be  made  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  proper  treatment  of  the  insane.  Much  useful  information  has  already  been  diffused  among  the  people  on 
ibis  subject,  nod  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  insanity  will  no  longer  be  regarded  as  a 
crime  which  should  banish  its  unfortunate  victims  from  the  light  of  day  and  consign  them  to  ignominious  impri- 
sonment and  chains,  but  as  a  misfortune  which  should  entitle  them  to  the  strongest  claims  on  the  sympathy  and 
humanity  of  their  friends. 

It  is  equally  important  that  that  other  equally  fallacious  and  mischievous  idea  that  a  lunatic  asylum  is  an 
object  of  unmitigated  horror  and  disgust  in  which  clanking  chains,  straight  jackets,  distorted  features  and  fran- 
tic violence  are  the  most  prominent  objects,  should  give  place  to  a  more  correct  and  rational  view  of  the  subject. 

Whilst  these  notions  prevail  it  will  be  impossible  to  overcome  the  repugnance  which  the  friends  of  the  in- 
sane so  naturally  feel  against  placing  them  in  our  asylums.  The  directory  would  think  that  they  bad  rendered 
an  essential  service  to  trie  cause  of  humanity  by  the  publication  of  their  physician's  report  if  it  had  no  other  ef- 
fect than  to  correct  the  popular  errors  on  this  subject.  From  that  report  as  well  as  from  former  communications 
made  to  your  honourable  body,  it  will  be  seen  every  thing  like  violence  or  coercion  has  been  abandoned  in  the 
treatment  of  the  insane  at  the  Western  lunatic  hospital,  and  the  mildest  and  most  soothing  and  parental  conduct 
has  been  substituted  in  its  stead.  As  little  restraint  is  imposed  upon  them  as  is  consistent  with  their  safety. 
Tbey  are  encouraged  to  seek  amusement  in  reading,  in  various  games,  and  in  such  occupations  as  are  congenial 
to  their  tastes  and  former  pursuits.  The  directory  arc  gradually  perfecting  their  system  of  moral  treatment, 
which  when  brought  into  complete  operation  will  afford  useful  and  profitable  employment  to  a  large  proportion 
of  tbe  inmates  of  the  asylum.  During  the  past  spring  and  summer  portions  of  the  grounds  of  the  institution 
containing  in  the  aggregate  near  50  acres  have  been  enclosed  partly  with  a  plank  fence  and  partly  with  rails, 
exclusively  by  the  labour  of  the  patients.  Much  other  useful  work  has  been  done  by  them  about  the  new  build- 
ing, and  they  manifest  the  greatest  pleasure  in  contributing  their  aid  whenever  it  is  required.  Some  of  them 
indeed  seem  unhappy  unless  they  are  usefully  employed.  But  the  directory  deem  it  unnecessary  to  go  more 
ioto  detail  on  this  subject  as  it  is  so  fully  explained  in  the  report  of  the  physician.  The  condition  of  the  various 
funds  belonging  to  the  institution  can  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  several  accounts  which  have  been  forwarded 
to  the  auditor  of  public  accounts,  and  arc  now  on  file  in  his  office.  Some  difficulties  have  heretofore  existed  in 
relation  to  the  accounts,  owing  in  a  great  measure  to  the  fact  that  the  fiscal  year  closed  on  the  24th  of  November 
when  the  heaviest  transactions  of  the  year,  such  as  the  hiring  of  negroes,  the  purchase  of  beef,  pork,  flour.  Sec, 
had  not  been  concluded.  At  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  tbe  law  was  amended  so  as  to  make  the  fiscal 
year  close  on  the  31st  of  December,  and  it  is  hoped  that  that  change  with  improvements  in  the  mode  of  keep- 
ing the  accounts  will  obviate  any  future  inconvenience  and  apparent  confusion  on  the  subject.  Those  changes 
however  have  been  of  too  recent  date  to  relieve  the  accounts  of  the  present  year  from  the  objections  alluded  to. 
But  by  the  next  year  the  new  system  will  be  in  full  operation,  and  the  directory  hope  by  that  time  to  present 
tbem  in  a  perfectly  perspicuous  form,  as  they  will  not  be  compelled  to  rely  upon  conjectural  estimates  of  the 
costs  of  many  of  the  heaviest  items  of  expenditures,  but  will  be  possessed  of  accurate  and  definite  information 
in  relation  to  them. 
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From  the  report  of  the  treasurer  it  appears  that  there  is  a  balance  due  to  him  on  the  support  account  of 
$69  77 J.  The  nciual  deficiency  on  that  account  is  in  fact  much  larger  than  the  sum  reported,  as  there  are 
many  drafts  outstanding  against  the  institution  which  not  having  been  presented  and  paid  cannot  be  brought  inlo 
the  account.  The  amount  of  the  deficiency  on  the  support  account  is  at  least  8  3000.  This  deficiency  is  ow- 
ing in  some  measure  to  the  extension  of  the  present  fiscal  year  from  the  24th  of  November  to  the  31st  of  De- 
cember, thereby  causing  it  to  embrace  13  months  and  6  days  instead  of  the  usual  period  of  12  months.  Ano- 
ther circumstance  which  has  contributed  to  swell  the  balance  against  the  institution  is  the  fact  that  it  was  found 
necessary  in  carrying  out  the  improved  sysicm  of  treatment  to  furnish  some  of  the  apartments  in  a  more  com- 
fortable manner  than  had  been  done  formerly  so  as  to  make  them  correspond  more  nearly  with  the  accommoda- 
tions to  which  many  of  the  patients  had  been  accustomed.  The  diet  ot  the  curable  patients  has  also  been  much 
improved.  These  expenses  however  have  brought  an  ample  return  to  the  stale  in  the  form  of  boarding  paid 
into  the  treasury  by  the  wealthier  patients  and  their  attendants.  While  they  are  on  this  subject  the  directory 
would  respectfully  invite  the  attention  of  the  legislature  to  one  or  two  facts  connected  with  these  expenditures. 
Formerly  very  few  patients  in  affluent  circumstances  were  received  into  our  hospitals.  This  was  owing  to  the 
fact  that" no  means  were  provided  for  their  accommodation  in  a  style  at  all  suited  to  their  former  habits  of  life, 
and  their  fiiends  preferred  sending  them  to  northern  asylums  where  every  thing  which  could  contribute  to  their 
gratification  or  restoration  to  reason  was  amply  supplied.  The  Virginia  hospitals  were  as  a  necessary  conse- 
quence filled  almost  entirely  with  paupers,  and  the  state  was  burthened  with  the  whole  cost  of  their  mainte- 
nance, whilst  the  emolument  resulting  from  the  boarding  and  attendance  upon  the  patients  who  were  able  to  pay 
their  own  expenses  contributed  to  the  prosperity  of  northern  institutions.  Economy  therefore  as  well  as  more 
elevated  considerations  concurred  in  recommending  to  the  directory  of  the  Western  lunatic  hospital  the  propriety 
of  making  such  expenditures  as  would  be  necessary  to  ensure  the  comfortable  accommodation  of  a  limited  num- 
ber of  patients  who  had  been  accustomed  to  live  in  the  enjoyment  of  something  more  than  the  bare  necessaries 
of  life.  The  result  has  fully  established  the  wisdom  of  their  conduct,  for  already  several  patients  have  been 
transferred  from  the  Philadelphia  and  Hartford  hospitals  to  our  own,  and  the  number  of  patients  who  arc  able 
to  reimburse  to  the  state  their  expenses  has  greatly  increased.  At  no  distant  day  the  directory  believe  that  the 
revenue  derived  from  that  class  of  patients  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  one  half  if  not  a  greater  proportion  of  the 
expenses  of  the  institution. 

As  this  subject  is  becoming  one  of  so  much  importance  in  a  fiscal  point  of  view,  the  directory  would  re- 
spectfully submit  whether  it  is  not  expedient  to  make  some  change  in  the  law  regulating  the  collection  from  the 
committees  of  insane  persons  the  amount  of  their  expenses  at  the  hospital.  According  to  the  existing  laws  the 
accounts  for  such  expenses  are  certified  to  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  at  Richmond,  and  he  is  directed  to 
have  them  collected.  The  observation  of  the  directory  has  satisfied  them  that  these  provisions  of  the  law  are 
not  suffic  ient,  as  it  is  impossible  for  the  auditor  from  his  multifarious  duties  and  remote  residence  to  give  that 
vigilant  attention  which  the  subject  requires.  The  consequence  is  that  many  accounts  are  unpaid  to  the  great 
injury  of  the  state.  Frequent  applications  have  been  made  to  the  directory  of  the  Western  hospital  to  receive 
the  amount  of  such  accounts,  but  having  no  legal  authority  to  do  so  they  have  been  compelled  to  decline  and 
refer  the  applicants  to  the  auditor.  The  directory  would  suggest  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  authorize 
them  to  require  payment  in  such  cases  to  their  treasurer,  and  to  empower  them  to  take  the  necessary  bonds  to 
secure  the  payment  of  the  instalments  as  they  might  become  due,  giving  jurisdiction  to  the  county  and  supe- 
rior courts  of  Augusta  county  to  hear  motions  for  judgments  upon  such  bonds  upon  a  reasonable  notice  being 
given  to  the  delinquent  obligors.  The  sums  thus  received  would  be  regularly  credited  to  the  commonwealth 
and  deducted  from  the  amount  of  the  next  annual  appropriation.  This  or  some  other  method  of  proceeding 
would  seem  to  the  directory  to  be  necessary  to  protect  the  commonwealth  from  imposition.  The  apparent 
balances  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  according  to  his  report  arc  $  1112  40J  on  the  moral  treatment  account, 
$3914  34$  on  the  additional  building  account,  and  $2480  66$  on  the  water  account.  The  two  first  are  merely 
apparent  balances  as  there  are  debts  outslandinc  on  both  accounts  w  hich  will  absorb  the  whole  amount  of  the 
funds  appropriated.  The  debt  against  the  moral  treatment  fund  is  for  the  purchise  money  of  a  lot  of  six  acres 
of  meadow  land  lying  immediately  in  front  of  the  hospital,  w  hich  the  directory  deemed  it  essential  to  the  inte- 
rest of  the  institution  to  acquire.  The  debts  against  the  "additional  building"  fund  are  outstanding  drafts  for 
accounts  of  workmen  and  for  materials  furnished.  The  additional  building  in  progress  is  a  large  edifice  four 
stories  high — intended  to  accommodate  near  sixty  patients — well  ventilated  and  having  a  dining  room  and  the  ne- 
cessary rooms  lor  attendants  on  each  floor.  The  walls  are  completed  and  such  process  has  been  made  in  the 
other  work  ns  to  justify  the  belief  ihni  it  will  be  ready  for  the  reception  of  patients  by  the  1st  day  of  Septem- 
ber 1R40.  It  is  contemplated  to  cover  this  building  with  tin  so  as  to  render  it  secure  against  fire.  The  sum 
originally  appropriated  (iir  its  construction  was  $  12.000:  but  ns  the  directory  found  it  necessary  to  make  some 
enlargements  and  modifications  of  the  plan  originally  contemplated  so  ns  to  adapt  it  more  completely  for  the 
purposes  for  which  it  was  designed,  nod  to  cover  it  with  tin,  that  sum  will  be  insufficient  for  its  completion, 
and  the  directory  respectfully  ask  an  additional  appropriation  of  $5000  lor  that  pur|>ose. 
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The  balance  of  the  water  fund  unexpended  is  S2480  5SJ.  The  residue  of  the  fund  has  been  expended  in 
the  purchase  of  pipes,  water  rights  Sec.  The  water  has  not  yet  been  conveyed  to  the  institution,  but  measures 
have  been  adopted  and  contracts  entered  into  to  ensure  the  speedy  consummation  of  that  most  desirable  object. 

In  their  last  report  the  directory  recommended  to  your  honourable  body  an  appropriation  of  $20,000  to 
pay  the  debt  which  then  existed  against  the  institution  on  support  account  and  to  defray  the  current  expenses 
of  the  approaching  year.  Only  $  17,000  however  was  appropriated,  and  a  debt  still  continues  against  the  insti- 
tution as  stated  in  a  former  part  of  this  report.  The  directory  would  now  earnestly  recommend  an  appropria- 
tion sufficient, to  pay  off  that  debt  and  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  present  year.  These  expenses  will  neces- 
sarily be  much  greater  than  during  the  past  year,  as  the  new  building  will  be  completed  and  probably  60  or  60 
additional  patients  received.  Two  very  heavy  items  of  expenditure  during  the  present  year  will  be,  1st  the  fur- 
nishing of  sixty  cells  besides  the  additional  furniture  for  the  dining  rooms  and  attendants'  apartments;  and  2dly 
the  expense  of  conveying  the  patients  from  remote  parts  of  the  state  to  the  hospital.  These  various  object* 
the  directory  suppose  will  require  the  following  sums:  1st,  to  pay  off  the  existing  debt  $3000,  to  defray  cur- 
rent expenses  S  17,000;  to  pay  for  furniture  of  new  building  $2500;  and  for  transportation  of  patients  $3000. 
The  directory  therefore  ask  for  an  appropriation  of  a  sum  sufficient  for  these  various  purposes.  There  are  some 
other  facts  connected  with  the  subject  ol  this  report  which  the  directory  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  bring  to  the 
attention  of  the  legislature,  leaving  for  their  wisdom  to  decide  upou  the  propriety  of  taking  any  action  upon 
them.  Large  as  the  expenditures  have  been  for  the  accommodation  of  the  insane,  and  extensive  as  the  budd- 
ings already  erected  are.  they  are  still  insufficient  to  supply  the  demand. 

It  is  a  melancholy  fact  that  there  are  applications  some  times  to  the  number  of  three  or  four  per  week  for 
admission  into  the  hospital  which  are  necessarily  rejected  for  the  want  of  room,  and  from  the  number  of  such 
applications  now  on  hie,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  ihc  additional  building  will  be  filled  in  a  few  weeks  after 
it  is  opened,  leaving  n  number  still  unaccommodated.  An  additional  building  will  therefore  be  necessary,  but 
whether  the  resources  of  the  state  will  justify  its  being  undertaken  at  this  time  is  a  question  for  the  wisdom  of 
the  legislature  to  decide.  The  same  remark  is  applicable  to  an  additional  accommodation  for  the  servants  in 
the  employment  of  the  institution.  The  necessity  of  such  addition  is  apparent,  and  the  only  question  which  can 
arise  is  as  to  the  expediency  of  affording  it  at  this  time.  The  directory  would  feel  that  tbey  had  not  done  their 
duty  if  they  failed  to  bring  these  subjects  to  the  attention  of  the  general" assembly,  submitting  it  to  that  body  to 
decide  what  was  proper  to  be  done. 

A  copy. 

Teste, 

NICH.  C.  KINNEY,  C.  C.  D. 
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PHYSICIAN'S  REPORT 


To  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Western  Lunatic  Asylum  of 


More  than  16  months  have  now  elapsed  (for  reasons  of  which  you  are  already 
apprized)  since  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report,  and  during  this  period,  I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  our  insti- 
tution has  been  blessed  with  a  high  degree  of  prosperity.  Its  inmates,  the  objects  of  our  peculiar  regard,  have 
with  but  few  exceptions  enjoyed  most  excellent  health  ;  and  have  been  favoured  with  every  comfort  which  we 
could  bestow  or  they  appreciate  ;  and  our  efforts  for  their  intellectual  and  moral  improvement  have  been  crowned 
with  a  success,  which,  whilst  it  demands  our  sincere  gratitude  to  the  bountiful  giver  of  all  good,  cannot  fail  also 
to  encourage  us  to  continued  and  more  vigorous  exertions  in  the  same  benevolent  and  holy  enterprise. 


Femttw.  Total. 

35  72 
13  32 


TABLE  FIRST. 

The  number  of  patients  remaining  at  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report,  was 
Number  since  admitted,  - 


37 
19 


Making  tbe  whole  number  who  have  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  the  institution  during  the  interim,   5G       48  104 

TABLE  SECOND. 


There  have  been  discharged  during  the  same  period, 
Have  died, 
Have  eloped, 


16 
3 
2 


Leaving  in  the  institution  to  this  date, 


The  civil  condition  of  patients  has  been ; 
Of  those  married, 
"     "  single, 
M     "  widows, 
"     11  widowers, 
"     "  unknown, 


TABLE  THIRD. 


8 
4 
0 


11 

18 

29 

38 

21 

69 

0 

6 

6 

3 

0 

3 

4 

3 

7 

24 
7 
2 

33 

71 


TABLE  FOURTH. 


104 


Of  those  under 

20  years, 
20  and 

8 

M 

between 

30 

25 

ii 

ii 

30  and 

40 

33 

tl 

u 

40  nnd 

50 

24 

M 

ii 

50  nnd 

60 

10 

M 

it 

60  and 

70 

3 

<> 

u 

70  and 

80 

1 

—  104 
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TABLE  FIFTH. 

Duration  of  insanity  up  to  present  time,  or  to  dote  of  their  discharge,  elopement  or  death ! 

Of  those  insane  les3  than  one  year,  ... 

"     from       1    to     6  - 
ii  it 


6    to  10 
10    to  20 
20    to  30 
"  unknown, 


TABLE  SIXTH. 

Classification  according  to  form  of  insanity : 

Of  those  labouring  under  monomania, 
"         M  "  mania, 

melancholia, 
hypochondriasis, 
dementia, 


« 
ii 


k 
ii 
•i 


ii 
« 


idiocy, 


TABLE  SEVENTH. 


Shewing  the  cause  of  insanity  in  the  last  35  patients  received  into  the  institution : 


From  moral  causes, 

Domestic  affliction, 
Ungoverned  temper, 
Family  troubles, 
Disappointed  affection, 
Reverse  of  fortune, 
Religious  excitement, 
Intense  study, 


3 
1 
4 

1 
2 
2 
1 

14 


14  From  physicul  causes, 

Unknown,  2 
Intemperance, 
111  health, 
Puerperal, 
Epilepsy, 
Masturbation, 


20 
30 
19 
27 

1 

7 

—  104 


11 

48 
28 

7 

9 

1 

—  104 


19 


4 

8 
3 
3 
1 

19 


TABLE  EIGHTH. 

Shewing  number  of  recent  cases  under  treatment,  and  the  result  in  each  : 

Of  those  there  have  been  in  asylum, 
Of  whom  have  been  cured,  - 

"       *'      "    much  improved, 

"       "  eloped, 
died, 


13 
10 
1 
1 
1 


Tout. 
7  20 
6 
1 
0 

0  20 


The  above  tables  exhibit  the  statistics  of  our  institution  in  a  more  elaborate  and  perfect  manner  than  has 
ever  before  been  attempted  or  was  even  practicable — and  I  would  hope  that  they  may  prove  not  only  interest- 
ing but  somewhat  profitable  to  the  medical  inquirer  whose  attention  may  have  been  awakened  and  his  thoughts 
attracted  to  this  hitherto  mysterious,  because  much  inflected,  subject.  To  you  however,  gentlemen,  whose  pur- 
suits arc  of  a  different  character,  and  whose  interest  in  this  subject  must  be  supposed  necessarily  lo  be  restricted 
to  a  due  solicitude  for  the  intellectual,  moral  and  physical  wants  of  those  who  have  been  entrusted  to  your  kind 
guardianship  and  protection,  they  have  been  presented  in  the  hope  that  they  may  afford  you  some  useful  in- 
formation in  regard  to  the  general  operations  of  our  institution  as  well  as  of  some  of  the  benefits  which  have 
been  experienced  or  are  likely  to  be  derived  from  our  efforts  in  behalf  of  its  afflicted  inmates.  From  an  exa- 
mination of  these  tables  you  will  learn,  1st,  that  the  number  who  have  been  discharged  since  July  1538  has  ex- 
ceeded greatly  that  of  any  similar  period  within  the  history  of  the  institution  ;  and  2dly,  llwit  as  the  vacancies 
thus  occasioned  were  speedily  occupied  by  others  whose  anxious  friends  awaited  with  impatience  the  intelli- 
gence that  they  could  be  accommodated,  the  number  who  have  enjoyed  the  advantages  here  provided  has  con- 
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sequently  been  proportionably  great.  3dly,  that  the  deaths  have  been  somewhat  more  frequent  than  those  em- 
braced in  former  reports,  but  of  these  little  more  than  one  half  have  occurred  during  the  last  year.  Had  it  been 
otherwise,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  mortality  falls  short  of  what  has  been  experienced  during  the 
same  time  in  any  similar  institution' of  our  country.  4lh!y.  You  will  perceive  that  the  table  exhibiting  a  classi- 
fication of  the  patients  according  to  the  cause  of  their  malady  includes  only  35  in  number.  It  will  be  recollect- 
ed that  in  a  former  report  I  expressed  no  little  regret  at  being  then  unable  to  exhibit  such  a  table,  and  attributed 
that  inability  to  the  fact  that  the  friends  of  patients  either  from  ignorance  or  carelessness  had  failed  to  commu- 
nicate such  information  as  would  have  enabled  nie  to  form  a  correct  opinion  u[>on  this  point.  Since  then  how- 
ever a  method  which  was  submitted  for  your  consideration  and  received  your  sanction  has  been  resorted  to  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  all  that  is  desirable  in  reference  to  the  individual's  insanity,  and  I  am  happy  to  inform 
yon  that  of  the  whole  number  of  cases  in  which  it  has  been  used,  it  has  failed  in  effecting  the  object  desired  only 
in  the  two  cases  reported  in  this  table  as  from  a  "cause  unknown."  5lhly.  We  learn  from  this  table  the  unwel- 
come truth  that  with  but  few  exceptions  the  whole  number  of  patients  now  in  the  institution  have  been  labour- 
ing under  their  me  ntal  affliction  so  long  as  to  render  its  removal  almost  if  not  entirely  hopeless.  About  one  third 
have  been  insane  from  10  to  30  years — nearly  two  thirds  upwards  of  5  years — not  more  thati  one  sixth  can  date 
the  origin  of  their  disease  within  the  last  three  years.  Hence  we  are  left  to  deplore  the  fate  of  so  large  a  num- 
ber in  whose  minds  the  force  of  habit  alone  would  keep  up  the  morbid  action  even  should  its  cause  be  removed, 
and  should  feel  under  a  more  imperious  obligation  to  use  every  exertion  for  the  promotion  of  the  comfort  and 
happiness  of  such  who  in  reference  to  the  apartments  which  they  now  occupy  may  be  considered  as  literally 
"  tenants  for  life."  6lhly  and  lastly.  You  will  have  perceived  that  the  whole  number  of  recent  cases  which 
we  have  had  an  opportunity  of  treating  has  been  only  20,  of  which  10  have  been  cured.  Two  arc  much  im- 
proved, (one  of  whom  exhibits  strong  indications  of  convalescence) — one  eloped  after  having  so  far  recovered 
as  to  induce  the  belief  that  he  would  in  a  short  time  hnvfe  been  discharged,  and  the  remaining  one  (who  had 
been  in  the  asylum  only  a  few  weeks,  and  whose  physical  system  at  the  time  of  his  admission  was  extremely 
emaciated  and  enfeebled)  died.  This  individual  was  the  subject  of  most  furious  mania,  and  was  brought  here 
by  his  friends  bound  hand  and  foot.  So  violent  was  he  that  during  a  paroxysm  (although  at  other  times  the  pic- 
ture of  debility)  an  attendant  could  not  safely  enter  his  room — so  destructive  that  none  of  the  furniture  within 
bis  apartment  nor  even  the  apparel  with  which  he  was  clad  could  be  preserved  when  he  was  free  from  re- 
straint— so  Hlthy  that  he  was  an  object  of  loathing  and  disgust  to  all  who  saw  him— and  so  entire  was  the  over- 
throw or  perversion  of  his  intellect  that  he  seemed  incapable  of  a  single  rational  thought  or  emotion — and  yet 
for  several  weeks  before  his  death  he  was  freed  from  all  restraint — he  was  uniformly  calm  and  quiet — was  neat 
as  to  his  person,  respectful  in  his  demeanor,  and  careful  of  whatever  was  entrusted  to  him.  He  usually  left  his 
room  in  the  morning  and  walked  throughout  the  day  to  and  fro  about  the  house  and  grounds  unattended — em- 
ployed himself  occasionally  in  reading  books  and  newspapers,  and  evinced  by  his  conversation  that  reason  was 
making  rapid  strides  towards  resuming  her  empire.  Under  these  circumstances  I  could  but  feel  sanguine  of  his 
recovery,  and  had  begun  to  anticipate  with  no  smnll  degree  of  pleasure  the  period  when  he  would  again  be  re- 
stored in  the  full  possession  of  his  faculties,  intellectual  and  physical,  to  the  delights  of  home — to  social  enjoy- 
ment and  to  usefulness  in  his  former  vocation.  If  then  we  subtract  the  case  of  this  individual  and  the  one  who 
elo|>ed  from  the  number  of  those  in  which  a  fair  opportunity  for  relief  had  been  afforded,  we  have  the  gratifying 
result  that  only  a  fraction  less  than  89  per  cent,  have  been  cured — or  if  we  include  these  and  view  the  matter 
in  its  most  unfavourable  aspect,  the  proportion  of  cures  cannot  be  reduced  below  80  per  cent.  As  the  board  of 
directors  have  on  several  occasions  applied  to  the  legislature  for  means  with  which  they  might  be  enabled  to  af- 
ford the  necessary  facilities  for  conducting  a  proper  system  of  moral  management  with  the  inmates  of  our  asy- 
lum, which  means  have  been  most  liberally  bestowed,  and  as  I  have  some  reason  to  believe  that  my  suggestions 
and  assurances  were  in  part  at  least  made  the  basis  of  these  applications,  and  may  have  had  some  influence  in 
promoting  their  success,  1  feel  it  to  be  due  no  less  to  myself  than  to  you,  now  that  the  system  has  had  time  to 
produce  its  results,  that  I  should  endeavour  to  exhibit  these  for  public  inspection  and  consideration — and  for  this 

S)urpose  permit  me  briefly  to  contrast  the  condition  of  the  institution  as  it  regards  the  benefits  which  it  has  con- 
erred  upon  its  occupants  and  the  advantages  which  have  resulted  to  the  commonwealth  subsequently  with  what 
these  were  prior  to  the  introduction  of  any  such  means. 

The  asylum  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  patients  on  the  1st  July  1S2S,  from  which  time  to  July  1st, 
1836,  a  period  of  S  years,  79  patients  only  participated  in  its  benefits,  and  during  these  8  years  13  recovered 
and  were  discharged.  As  to  the  number  herein  embraced  who  may  have  entered  the  institution  in  the  recent 
stage  of  their  disease,  I  regret  my  inability  to  apprise  you,  not  having  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  an  acquaintance 
with  its  affairs  during  that  period,  and  finding  nothing  upon  its  records  calculated  to  remove  the  difficulty. 
From  July  IMG  to  the  first  of  the  present  month  78  patients  have  been  admitted,  and  of  these  34  have  been 
cured,  4  others  died  or  escaped  during  a  well  marked  convalescence,  and  several  now  here  give  strong  indica- 
tions of  a  certain  recovery  ;  but  confining  our  estimate  to  those  alone  who  have  been  cured  we  find  that  it  em- 
braces upwards  of  l:J  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  received  since  the  date  last  above  mentioned.  Of  these 
78,  30  wcte  placed  in  the  institution  within  12  months  of  the  date  of  their  attack,  and  of  this  number  25  have 
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been  restored  ;  so  that  exclusive  of  those  who  were  removed  by  death  or  otherwise  from  the  sphere  of  our  in- 
fluence, a  fraction  more  than  S3  per  cent,  of  all  recent  eases  which  have  been  under  treatment  within  the  last  3 
years  have  been  cured.  I  am  aware  that  upon  a  comparison  of  this  statement  with  those  exhibited  in  former 
reports,  some  discrepancy  will  be  manifest;  but  t his  will  be  simply  apparent,  not  real,  and  results  from  the 
circumstance  that  in  this  report  I  have  adopted  the  standard  universally  pursued  in  similar  institutions,  and  have 
included  those  only  as  recent  cases  whose  disease  had  existed  less  than  one  year;  whilst  formerly  it  was  my 
habit  to  embrace  those  who  had  not  been  deranged  longer  than  18  months.  Whether  then  we  view  the  propor- 
tion of  recoveries  as  relating  to  the  whole  number  received  or  to  the  recent  cases  alone,  our  success  must  be 
equally  gratifying  as  it  will  be  found  to  have  fallen  but  little,  if  at  all  short  of  that  in  any  other  insane  establish- 
ment of  Europe  or  America.  The  benefits  which  have  resulted  from  tin's  system  of  reform  do  not  however 
stop  here,  but  are  most  strikingly  exhibited  in  the  improved  condition  and  increased  happiness  of  those  who  we 
have  already  seen  occupy  so  large  a  porlion  of  our  asylum;  and  who  although  incurable,  are  nevertheless  most 
sensitively  alive  to  every  attention  with  which  they  are  favoured,  whether  it  has  for  its  object  the  improvement 
of  their  health  or  the  promotion  of  their  comfort. 

The  advantages  also  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  (although  to  be  sure  of  secondary  importance,)  have  not 
been  less  conspicuous.  During  the  S  years  in  which  the  institution  bad  been  in  operation  prior  to  July  1836, 
not  fitly  dollars,  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  (and  I  have  taken  considerable  pains  to  inform  mvs$lf  in  relation 
thereto,)  have  been  refunded  to  the  treasury  of  the  state  by  those  who  had  during  that  time  enjoyed  the  bene- 
fits which  each  annual  appropriation  by  the  legislature  had  been  before  expended  in  providing  ior  them;  and 
hence  during  the  whole  of  this  period  the  institution  was  a  tax  upon  the  treasury  to  almost  the  full  amount  subtracted 
therefrom  ;  not  so  however  during  the  last  3  years.  From  July  1S36  to  Julv  1S3S,  patients  were  received  and  ac- 
commodated who  have  paid,  or  in  circumstances  that  would  justify  us  in  requiring  them  to  pay  $  1000,  and 
since  July  1S33,  a  debt  amounting  to  $1000  has  been  incurred  for  board,  medical  attendance  Sec.  by  those 
who  are  not  only  able,  but  whose  friends  are  willing  to  pay  it ;  and  at  this  time  there  are  a  number  of  indivi- 
duals here  who  will  pay  in  the  aggregate  $213  per  month,  or  at  the  rates  of  $2556  per  annum,  besides  many 
others  who  although  unable  to  pay  board  have  their  clothing  furnished  by  their  friends.  You  will  therefore  per- 
ceive that  in  proportion  as  facilities  have  been  afforded  in  our  institution  for  the  relief  and  comfort  of  the  insane, 
has  it  attracted  to  it  those  who  will  not  only  refund  to  the  state  what  may  be  here  expended  for  their  benefit,  and 
in  addition  aid  in  the  support  of  the  poorer  class  of  patients,  but  who  under  other  circumstances  would  either 
have  remained  at  home  and  permitted  their  disease  to  become  confirmed,  or  would  have  left  their  native  state 
as  many  had  done  in  search  of  some  asylum  supplied  with  those  aids  to  comfort,  enjoyment  and  restoration 
which  their  own  state  denied  them;  and  am  1  not  fully  warranted  in  the  prediction  that  the  time  is  not 
distant  when  with  but  few  alterations  in  our  present  plan  of  management  wc  may  establish  a  reputation  for  our 
institution  that  will  secure  to  it  the  undivided  patronage  of  the  more  wealthy  class  of  the  insane,  whereby  we 
may  expect  to  defray  at  least  two-thirds  the  expense  attending  its  operations.  In  estimating  the  pecuniary 
benefits  which  have  already  occurred,  is  it  not  perfectly  fair  also  to  include  what  has  been  saved  to  the  state  by 
the  cure  of  those  who  have  been  restored  to  their  homes  and  former  occupations,  ami  who  otherwise  would  have 
remained  a  charge  upon  its  bounty  during  a  long  and  helpless  life.  Of  the  34  individuals  nlxive  reported  as 
having  recovered  their  reason,  25  were  insane  paupers,  a  class  of  unforiunate?  which  above  all  others  exhibits 
the  darkest  and  most  helpless  picture  of  human  suffering.  The  average  age  of  these  was  32;  allowing  then  that 
they  would  have  lived  to  50  years  each,  (20  years  less  than  the  limit  assigned  to  human  life  by  its  divine  author,) 
and  estimating  the  annual  cost  of  supporting  each  at  $  212,  the  sum  now  paid  for  the  support  of  such  in  the  jails  of 
the  commonwealth,  you  would  have  the  sum  of  $  95,400  as  the  amount  saved.  And  in  addition  to  this  we 
should  remember  that  the  vacancies  thus  occasioned  afforded  an  opportunity  for  relief  to  others  who  had  they 
been  longer  excluded  from  the  institution  might  have  been  doomed  to  hopeless  insanity,  and  have  burthened  the 
state  likewise  with  their  support  for  many  years. 

In  view  then  of  nil  these  circumstances,  can  any  one  for  a  moment  question  either  the  humanity  or  economy 
of  those  appropriations  which  have  been  made  for  the  moral  department  of  our  asylum — and  should  not  the 
happy  consequences  which  have  been  seen  to  result  from  their  judicious  expenditure  encourage  future  legisla- 
tures to  manifest  a  wise  and  philanthropic  solicitude  by  continuing  to  aid  so  good,  so  holy  a  cause.  As  the 
community  in  general,  and  particularly  those  who  are  remote  from  our  institution,  are  most  lamentably  ignorant 
with  respect  to  the  mode  in  which  its  inmates  are  managed,  and  as  letters  are  frequently  received  containing 
enquiries  in  relation  thereto,  it  may  be  well  to  communicate  such  information  upon  the  subject  as  can  be  con- 
densed into  a  limited  report  like  the  present.  The  whole  system  of  treatment  to  which  the  insane  are  here  sub- 
jected is  divided  of  necessity  into  medical  nnd  moral — but  as  particulars  relating  to  the  former  could  he  sup- 
posed only  to  interest  the  medical  practitioner,  I  will  confine  my  remarks  exclusively  (o  the  latter  branch  of  this 
division.  By  the  term  "moral  treatment"  then,  we  mean  every  thing  connected  with  the  management  of  such 
an  asylum  not  strictly  medical :  as  for  instance  habitation,  nourishment,  occupation,  exercise,  amusement,  re- 
straint, &c. — and  of  these  I  will  speak  separately  in  the  order  that  they  have  been  mentioned. 
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1st.  Habitation. — Our  building  is  situated  upon  a  pleasant  and  salubrious  eminence  somewhat  remote  from 
but  in  view  or  the  town,  and  overlooks  several  of  the  principal  roads  leading  thereto.  For  architectural  beauty 
it  is  unsurpassed  by  any  similar  institution  in  our  country,  and  its  internal  arrangement  is  well  calculated  to  pro- 
mote both  the  comfort  ami  health  of  its  occupants — combining  the  several  requisites,  umplc  space,  proper  venti- 
lation and  a  due  regulation  of  light  and  heat — and  with  all  presents  an  appearance  of  neulness  and  cleanliness 
which  is  hut  rarely  if  ever  excelled  in  the  private  dwellings  of  our  cities  and  towns. 

2d.  Nourishment. — The  patients  arc  allowed  not  merely  such  a  supply  of  food  as  might  be  deemed  sufficient 
to  sustain  animal  existence,  hut  are  abundantly  supplied  with  wholesome  and  nutritious  diet,  consisting  in  part 
of  wheat  and  corn  bread,  coder,  tea,  milk,  butler,  bacon,  beef,  veal,  mutton,  poultry  and  the  various  fiuits  and 
vegetables  with  which  our  country  abounds.  The  only  restriction  imposed  either  as  to  quality  or  quantity  re- 
sults from  medical  interference.  The  most  genteel  and  orderly  class  of  patients  eat  at  the  table  with  the  stew- 
ard and  his  family  ;  and  numbers  of  others,  each  sex  being  confined  lo  their  respective  departments,  eat  together 
at  a  table  which  is  regularly  and  neatly  spread  for  their  use — and  a  third  class,  which  is  cotrqiosed  id'  the  vio- 
lent atul  noisy,  have  iheir  provisions  furnished  in  their  rooms.  About  one  half,  however,  of  the  whole  number 
ol  patient i  in  the  asylum  are  permitted  to  partake  of  their  meals  at  table,  and  although  allowed  the  use  of 
knives  and  forks,  no  effort  has  ever  been  made  to  abuse  the  privilege  thus  granted  them.  On  the  contrary,  they 
v  conduct  themselves  uniformly  with  as  much  order  and  decorum  as  is  usually  observed  in  well  regulated  fami- 
lies. As  evidencing  their  regard  for  the  observance  of  good  order  and  wholesome  regulations,  it  may  not  be 
irrelevant  to  relate  a  circumstance  which  occurred  here  about  18  months  since — one  too  which  most  forcibly  illus- 
trates the  truth  of  a  statement  which  1  have  some  where  seen,  viz  :  "  That  good  impressions  when  early  instilled 
become  little  less  than  principles  of  our  nature."  At  the  time  just  mentioned,  the  first  eflbrt  was  made  in  this 
institution  to  convene  its  inmates  around  the  table.  On  this  occasion  a  number  who  had  been  previously  ap- 
prised of  the  arrangement  weie  introduced  into  the  dining  room  where  every  thing  was  supposed  lo  be  in  readi- 
ness lor  them  to  take  their  seals.  Some  of  these  had  not  seen  a  table  spread  with  provisions  for  ten  years — 
most  of  them  had  been  debarred  this  privilege  for  more  than  five  years — hence  as  might  most  reasonably  have 
been  expected,  when  they  beheld  the  seats  which  they  had  been  told  were  provided  lor  their  accommodation, 
there  was  considerable  disorder  and  confusion  exhibited  in  their  attempt  to  occupy  them.  At  this  moment  how- 
ever, a  knock  upon  the  table  was  heard — and  at  its  hood  Stood  "Lord  Primal"  displaying  all  the  gravity  and 
sinciiiy  incident  to  the  holy  office  of  which  he  imagines  himself  the  responsible  incumbent.  In  a  lone  of  au- 
thority he  commanded  "order,"  and  as  if  by  magic,  every  one  sprang  lo  his  feet  and  fixed  his  eyes  intently  on 
the  speaker.  In  a  mild  and  becoming  manner  he  then  reminded  ihem  of  the  relation  in  which  ihcy  stood  to  that 
Supreme  licing  who  had  graciously  provided  for  their  use  the  provisions  bcliire  ihem  ;  and  chided  them  for  their 
rudeness  in  thus  attempting  to  partake  of  it  without  first  having  supplicated  a  blessing  from  the  same  high 
source.  He  then  drew  from  his  pocket  a  paper  and  read  I  herefrom  in  a  solemn  and  impressive  manner  a  lengthy 
supplication  (written  by  himself  as  it  seemed  for  the  occasion)  to  an  audience  of  amazed  though  attentive  listen- 
ers. It  is  needless  to  add  that  the  sensibility  of  this  "church  dignitary"  has  not  been  since  shocked  by  a  simi- 
lar scene  of  disorder— and  that  ihe  same  ceremony  has  been  regularly  and  (by  some)  devoutly  observed  ever 
since. 

3d.  Occupation. — And  for  the  sake  of  brevity  I  will  include  under  this  head  ihe  important  auxiliaries 
amuttmrul  and  exercise.  Whether  regaiding  the  universal  opinion  of  those  who  have  written  upon  this  subject 
within  the  last  quarter  of  a  century,  or  consulting  our  own  experience  as  to  the  efficacy  of  employment  in  some 
form  in  affording  comfort  ami  contentment  to  the  incurable,  as  well  as  accelerating  the  recovery  of  the  conva- 
lescent, we  would  deem  ourselves  highly  culpable  did  we  tail  lo  a  fiord  our  patients  every  facility  practicable  for 
the  accomplishment  ol  so  important  an  end.  It  has  been  our  aim  to  afford  sufficient  exercise  both  to  body  nnd 
mind,  and  the  result  has  been  that  in  many  instances  both  have  been  strengthened — and  we  have  often  observed 
thai  the  attention  which  occupation  or  amusement  required  has  produced  a  moral  revulsion,  and  prevented  ihe 
topic  of  hallucination  from  frequently  recurring,  or  when  it  did  occur  or  return,  from  so  entirely  engrossing  I  he  indi- 
didual's  mind.  Of  course  we  have  varied  the  mode  id  'occupation  or  amusement  lo  suit  the  taste  and  inclination 
of  those  for  whom  it  was  intended.  A  man  of  refined  education,  for  instance,  would  derive  but  liitle  hern  fit 
from  ihe  occupation  of  digging,  whilst  the  common  day  labourer  would  find  in  it  boll)  exercise  and  amusement 
well  calculated  to  divert  his  morbid  ideas.  The  latter  would  pass  through  beautiful  scenery  or  see  a  fine  pic- 
ture without  being  pleased  or  attracted — the  former,  however,  might  be  enchanled  by  such  objects,  and  com- 
pletely, whilst  at  least  he  beheld  them,  forget  his  illusions.  For  these  reasons  therefore,  although  we  have  en- 
deavoured lo  occupy  all,  il  has  been  our  object  also  to  please  all.  The  various  means  employed  for  this  pur- 
pose were  detailed  somewhat  at  length  in  my  last  report — but  with  y,,ur  indulgence  I  will  nevertheless  briefly 
allude  to  ihem  here.  For  ihe  labourers,  who  consulate  ihe  larger  class  of  our  patients,  we  have  about  05  acres 
of  laud  contiguous  to  and  almost  surrounding  the  buildings,  in  the  cultivation  of  which  it  is  designed  thai  they 
shall  be  employed.  This  property  was  acquired  about  IS  months  since,  at  which  lime  it  was  unenclosed  and  in  a 
rough  and  sterile  condition — during  ihe  pasl  year  however,  ihe  patients  unaided  by  a  mechanic,  have  surrounded 
most  of  it  with  a  neat  board  leuee  constructed  in  a  substantial  and  workmanlike' manner.    They  have  also  ga- 
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thcred  into  piles  nnd  assisted  in  removing  from  the  land  a  large  quantity  of  stone,  and  have  it  now  in  an  arable 
condition  ;  so  that  by  the  next  season  they  anticipate  reaping  from  it  a  reward  for  iheir  past  labour.  Jn  addi- 
tion to  this,  the  class  of  patients  of  whom  we  arc  speaking  have  cut  and  piled  a  quantity  of  wood — have  exca- 
vated and  removed  a  large  portion  of  earth,  arid  have  assisted  in  hauling  a  quantity  of  water,  besides  having 
attended  to  other  matters  which  it  would  be  tedious  to  mention.  Had  the  institution  been  compelled  to  pay  for 
the  labour  thus  performed  al  the  ordinary  rates  of  the  country,  it  would  have  amounted,  I  am  confident,  to  not  less 
than  from  G  to  $700.  But  few  of  the  patients  here  are  mechanics,  and  hence  wc  have  not  felt  so  much  the  im- 
portance of  work-shops  as  would  have  been  the  case  had  our  institution  been  located  in  a  Manufacturing  instead 
of  an  agricultural  region  of  country.  We  design  however,  so  soon  as  it  can  be  conveniently  accomplished,  to 
provide  such  shops  for  those  who  may  already  understand  or  be  disposed  to  learn  some  of  the  ordinary  branches 
of  mechanics.  Many  of  the  female  patients  are  employed  in  knitting,  sewing,  &c. — and  we  hope  ere  long  so 
to  arrange  it  that  a  certain  class  in  this  department  will  afford  considerable  aid  in  cleaning  the  house,  in  doing 
the  washing  and  ironing,  and  in  spinning,  weaving  and  making  up  the  coarse  clothing  for  themselves  and  others. 

The  library  which  contains  upwards  of  300  volumes  continues  to  allbrd  much  useful  and  pleasant  employ- 
ment. A  large  number  of  those  patients  who  have  been  admitted  during  the  past  year  belonged  to  the  higher 
ranks  of  life,  and  having  [n>sses<ed  the  advantage  of  an  education  they  have  seemed  partial  to  literary  pursuits; 
hence  more  of  the  books  luive  been  perused  than  during  any  filmier  peril*!  ;  and  us  this  class  of  patients  are 
rapidly  increasing,  wc  can  but  be  gratified  that  the  institution  is  in  possession  of  so  desirable  and  useful  a  means 
for  their  amusement  and  occupation.  The  piano  has  been  much  used,  and  its  sweet  tones  have  on  more  than 
one  occasion  exercised  a  magic  influence  in  cheering  the  desponding,  soothing  the  irritated,  and  repressing  the 
gay  ;  and  the  violins  and  flutes  although  less  in  demand,  have  not  however  been  without  their  good  effects.  In 
addition  to  these  sources  of  amusement  the  male  patients  enjoy  themselves  frequently  in  playing  backgammon, 
drafts,  cards,  bull  &c,  nnd  the  females  in  throwing  the  hoop,  playing  battle-door,  drafts  &c. 

To  mention  all  the  cases  in  w  hich  decided  benefit  bad  resulted  from  a  participation  in  one  or  the  other  of 
these  amusements  would  be  unnecessary  as  well  as  faligueing.  There  was  one  however  so  marked  in  its  cha- 
racter and  im|H>rlant  in  its  results  that  I  feel  constrained  to  bring  it  to  your  notice.  The  individual  alluded  to 
entered  this  asylum  in  August  1S2S ;  he  was  a  husband  and  the  father  of  9  or  10  children ;  his  occupation  had 
been  that  of  a  road  waggoner,  and  hence,  as  is  usual  I  believe  in  such  cases,  he  not  only  realized  but  little  pro- 
tit  from  his  employment  but  contracted  habits  of  dissipation  such  as  are  almost  necessarily  consequent  upon  so 
exposed  and  irregular  a  mode  of  living.  A  long  continued  and  excessive  intemperance  connected  with  and  pro- 
bably aggravated  by  pecuniary  embarrassment  mutually  operated  to  deprive  him  of  his  reason  and  to  consign 
him  as  before  stated  to  a  place  in  this  institution.  At  the  date  of  his  admission  he  exhibited  in  a  horrible  degree 
the  most  violent  symptoms  of  mania  ;  and  such  was  the  character  of  his  delusions  that  he  was  coniim  ally  lor- 
uiented  by  them  and  subjected  to  paroxysms  of  ungovernable  pbrenzy.  In  consequence  of  his  extreme  irrita- 
bility, (as  I  suppose,)  he  was  generally  shut  up  in  a  solitary  room,  and  at  other  times  confined  to  the  enclosure 
which  had  been  appropriated  to  the  violent  and  incurable;  with  nothing  in  either  situation  to  occupy  him,  but 
the  distempered  visions  constantly  presented  belbre  him  by  the  marked  action  of  his  own  disordered  brain.  In 
this  condition  with  but  slight  variation  he  continued  until  the  summer  of  1S36,  at  w  hich  time  I  became  con- 
nected with  the  institution.  During  my  first  visits  to  him  he  occasionally  entered  into  conversation  w  ith  me, 
and  although  frequently  wild  and  incoherent  in  his  remarks  I  was  enabled  to  infer  something  of  his  former 
history.  Amongst  other  things  he  gave  me  reason  to  conjecture  at  least  that  he  had  been  fond  of  cards,  and 
supposing  that  they  might  again  amuse  him  I  proposed  if  he  desired  it  to  furnish  them  ;  he  readily  accepted  the 
offer  and  lhev  were  accordingly  supplied.  He  soon  found  amongst  his  fellow-unfortunates  a  sufficient  number 
acquainted  with  their  use  to  constitute  a  game,  and  day  after  day  was  subsequently  spent  by  ibis  little  party  in 
thus  amusing  themselves.  His  improvement  was  speedily  observed,  his  temper  became  milder  and  his  pa- 
roxysms of  rage  less  frequent  and  not  so  violent;  in  a  short  time  he  was  removed  from  the  ward  and  permitted 
to  go  unrestrained  wherever  inclination  might  lead  him  ;  but  suc  h  was  the  relief  and  comfort  which  he  had 
doubtless  experienced  from  employment  that  he  was  never  w  illing  to  be  idle  ;  after  playing  a  variety  of  games  at 
cards  until  their  frequent  repetition  deprived  them  of  interest  he  resorted  In  backgammon,  drafts,  quoits  &c.  and 
finally  became  so  entirely  master  of  his  own  actions  that  he  abandoned  these  sports  ns  a  means  of  occupation 
and  employed  himself  more  usefully.  Sometimes  he  would  cut  wood  lor  the  institution,  and  at  others  he  went 
unattended  into  the  neighbouring  mountain  where  he  procured  a  large  number  of  walking  sticks  in  their  rough 
stale;  these  he  brought  to  the  asylum,  dressed  and  varnished  and  disposed  of  them  in  the  town  al  a  price  which 
well  remunerated  him  for  his  trouble  and  labour.  By  this  means  he  not  only  realized  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  which  he  carefully  preserved,  but  acquired  a  degree  of  self-control  and  a  taste  for  profitable  employ- 
ment which  I  trust  will  be  lasting  in  their  effect*.  It  is  unnecessary  to  add  that  ont*  delusion  after  another 
vanished  until  he  became  entirely  sane,  and  although  2  years  have  elapsed  since  his  discharge,  I  had  the  hap- 

Eess  only  a  few  weeks  since  to  learn  that  he  continues  well.  He  has  collected  together  his  numerous  family, 
io  during  his  9  years  confinement  had  been  scattered  far  and  wide.)  and  is  now  managing  his  domestic  af- 
s  with  a  degree  of  industry  and  prudence,  which  he  had  never  belore  seemed  capable  of.    In  addition  to  the 
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exercise  which  a  participation  in  some  of  the  amusements  above  named  induces,  the  male  patients  make  fre- 
quent excursions  no  foot,  some  of  them  visit  the  town  occasionally,  and  others  go  several  miles  into  the  country 
in  pursuit  of  fruit,  nuts  &c,  and  although  unattended  they  invariably  return  to  ihe  institution  in  due  time  and  at 
a  mailer  of  choice.  The  females  also  occasionally  walk  under  the  charge  of  their  attendants,  but  most  of  them 
prefer  the  carriage,  and  when  the  weniher  will  permit  scarcely  a  day  intervenes  that  it  is  not  used  by  some  of 
them.  In  nddiiion  to  the  recreation  thus  furnished  it  is  pleasant  to  witness  the  pride  which  they  manifest  in  re- 
gard to  their  equipage,  and  the  delight  which  it  affords  most  of  them  to  display  it.  It  not  unfrcqucntly  happens 
when  the  coachman  is  disposed  to  ptirsuo  n  different  course  that  he  is  ordered  to  drive  through  the  town  or  along 
some  very  public  road,  and  the  reason  assigned  by  the  individual  thus  commanding  is  one  which  in  its  opera- 
tion is  not  alone  confined  to  the  insane  female,  viz :  "  that  it  is  needless  to  own  a  fine  carriage  and  horses  unless 
they  be  exhibited."  No  one  at  all  familiar  with  the  mwlus  r>i>erttitdi  of  this  provision  for  the  comfort  and  exer- 
cise of  ihe  class  of  unfortunates  under  consideration  can  for  a  moment  attribute  its  good  effects  alone  to  the  phy- 
sical influence  thus  imparted,  and  hence  infer  as  is  not  unusual,  that  a  rough  and  unsightly  vehicle  drawn  t>v 
shabby  horses  would  be  equally  beneficial.  On  the  contrary  they  must  be  satisfied  that  the  influence  is  chiefly 
a  moral  one  operating  upon  the  mind  of  ihe  insane  individual  through  the  medium  of  his  senses. 

4th.  Ilfffrnint. — This  is  the  last  point  in  reference  to  our  system  of  moral  management  u|>on  which  1  shall 
speak — and  here  I  must  express  the  hope  that  no  one  will  for  a  moment  confound  this  term  with  coercion.  Nothing 
could  be  more  dissimilar  either  in  the  objects  for  which  they  are  designed  or  in  the  effects  which  they  pmdure, 
the  one  being  an  efficacious  remedy,  the  other  an  aggravating  torment — and  hence  as  well  might  monthly  and 
immorality  or  virtue  and  vice  be  considered  as  synonymous  terms.  Upon  this  point  I  deem  it  extremely  impor- 
tant that  our  views  and  practice  should  be  Well  understood,  for  in  regard  to  it  I  am  well  persuaded  the  most 
mistaken  and  pernicious  opinions  pervade  the  community  to  the  deep  prejudice  of  such  institutions  and  the  last- 
ing injury  of  those  for  whose  benefit  they  are  established.  Would  that  those  impressions  had  originated  in  er- 
ror, as  they  are  now  surely  kept  alive  through  ignorance;  but  unfortunately  a  regard  for  truth  compels  us  to 
admit  the  reverse.  The  time  was  certainly,  (and  there  is  much  reason  to  fearstill  is  in  reference  to  some  places,) 
that  asylums  for  the  insane  were  nothing  more  than  prisons  in  which  it  is  impossible  lo  contemplate  without  hor- 
ror the  barbarous  treaiment  to  which  their  unfortunate  inmates  were  subjected.  Indeed  these  establishments 
were  infinitely  worse  than  prisons,  and  the  treatment  of  their  occupants  more  inhuman  than  that  of  wild  beasts. 
The  opinion  then  prevailed  (and  there  are  persons  nnd  practitioners  sufficiently  ignorant  still  to  believe)  that  the 
insane  should  fear,  and  hence  blows  and  stripes  were  resorted  to  as  the  best  method  of  producing  a  permanpnl 
impression— or  the  equally  absurd  and  more  inhuman  idea  was  held  that  they  were  untameuble  beings,  and 
hence  they  were  immured  in  solitary  dungeons,  loaded  with  heavy  chains,  exposed  to  cold  and  hunger,  nnd  left 
to  sleep  on  the  ground  or  on  straw  covered  with  filth  and  vermin,  and  so  they  were  permitted  to  remain  until 
the  welcome  close  of  a  life  thus  wretched  rescued  them  from  their  misery,  and  ihey  were  transferred  from  ibe 
dismal  cells  of  a  madhouse  to  the  chamber  of  the  grave.  We  turn  however  with  delight  from  the  contempla- 
tion of  such  scenes,  and  congratulate  ourselves  that  we  can  hold  up  at  the  present  day  such  treaiment  for  public 
execration,  and  consign  it  to  a  place  amongst  those  other  prejudices  which  in  limes  gone  by  have  degraded  ibe 
character  and  pretensions  of  the  human  siK-cies.  In  this  institution  nothing  which  bears  the  least  resemblance 
to  coercion  is  ever  jrermitted,  for  experience  and  humanity  have  taught  us  the  greater  efficacy  of  milder  means. 
The  most  tender  method  we  have  found  almost  invariably  to  produce  the  best  effect,  and  hence  of  course  it  » 
adopted.  No  resentment  or  return  of  injury  even  is  allowed,  nnd  any  thing  like  severity  on  the  part  nf  either 
officer  or  attendant  towards  a  patient  would  doubtless  be  punished  by  its  humane  and  enlightened  directory 
with  instant  banishment  from  the  premises.  We  allow  every  patient  the  latitude  of  personal  liberty  consistent 
with  his  safely,  and  no  restraint  is  ever  imposed  except  what  is  rendered  absolutely  necessary  by  the  violence 
of  the  patient  nnd  his  disposition  to  injure  himself  or  others,  and  when  thus  necessary  the  only  means  used  for 
effecting  it  is  the  muff,  straight  waistcoat  or  large  chain.  During  the  Inst  year  these  have  been  resorted  to  in 
but  very  few  instances,  and  at  the  time  I  write  not  a  single  individual  out  of  about  70  arc  trammelled  by  either 
of  them.  In  contemplating  these  salutary  reforms  in  the  moral  management  of  the  insane,  we  cannot  repress 
our  feelings  of  gratitude  lo  the  learned  and  humane  Penel,  who  having  observed  the  cruelties  to  which  this  un- 
happy class  were  exposed,  and  henrd  the  cries,  bowlings  and  tumults  which  constantly  echoed  throughout  the 
gloomy  apartments  of  the  insane  institutions  of  Paris,  now  less  than  half  a  century  since,  determined  to  oppose 
this  revolting  system  ;  and  who  in  carrying  into  effect  so  praiseworthy  a  resolve  evinced  a  degree  of  boldness, 
judgment  nnd  philanthropy  which  has  elevated  him  to  a  dignified  rank  amongst  the  wise,  the  great  and  the  good, 
and  secured  to  his  name  the  heartfelt  praises  of  generations  yet  unborn.  If  your  patience  l>e  not  already  ex- 
hausted, bear  wiib  me  whilst  I  attempt  to  detail  one  or  two  incidents  which  occurred  during  this  important  and 
hazardous  experiment.  They  were  published  by  M.  Scipion  Penel,  the  son  of  the  great  reformer,  and  not  long 
since  were  presented  in  a  forcible  and  impressive  manner  bv  a  committee  in  an  "appeal  to  the  people  of  Penn- 
sylvania on  the  subject  of  an  asylum  for  the  insane  poor"  of  that  state.  In  the  latter  months  of  the  year  I7.92 
Penel,  who  hud  been  (or  some  tone  chief  physician  lo  the  Bicetre,  beeged  repeatedly  of  the  public  authorities 
to  permit  him  to  remove  the  chains  from  the  furious.    His  application  having  been  unsuccessful  he  presented 
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himself  before  the  commune  of  Paris,  and  repeating  his  objections  with  increased  warmth,  urged  a  reform  of 
such  treatment.  "  Citizen,"  said  one  of  the  members  to  him,  M 1  will  go  to-morrow  to  visit  the  'Bicetre,  hut  wo 
betide  thee  if  thou  deceivest  us,  and  if  thou  conccalest  any  of  the  enemies  of  the  people  amongst  thy  insane." 
This  member  of  the  commune  was  Cauthnn,  who  was  himself  perhaps  as  strange  a  spectacle  as  any  whom  he 
visited.  Deprived  of  the  use  of  his  lower  extremities,  and  compelled  to  be  borne  on  the  arms  of  others,  he  ap- 
peared, says  Penel,  a  fraction  of  humanity  implanted  on  another's  body,  and  from  out  of  his  deformity,  pro- 
nounced in  a  feeble  and  feminine  voice,  merciless  sentences  proceeded — sentences  of  death,  for  death  was  the 
only  logic  that  then  prevailed.  Cauthon  the  next  day  went  to  the  Bicetre.  He  visited  the  insane  in  succession, 
and  questioned  them  himself,  but  he  received  only  imprecations  amidst  the  clanking  of  chains  on  floors  disgust- 
ingly filthy  from  the  evacuations  of  the  miserable  occupants.  Fatigued  with  the  monotony  and  revolting  cha- 
racter of  this  spectacle,  Cauthon  returned  to  Penel.  "  Citizen,"  said  he  to  Penel,  "  art  thou  thyself  mad  to  de- 
sire to  unchain  such  animals?"  "Citizen,"  replied  Penel,  "I  am  convinced  these  lunatics  are  only  intractable 
from  being  deprived  of  air  and  liberty,  and  I  expect  much  from  a  different  course."  "Well,"  said  Cauthon,  "do 
as  thou  likest;  I  leave  them  to  thee;  but  I  am  afraid  thou  wilt  fall  a  victim  to  thy  presumption."  Master  of 
his  own  actions,  Penel  commenced  his  undertaking  on  the  very  day,  fully  aware  of  all  its  real  difficulties,  for  it 
regarded  the  setting  at  liberty  about  50  furious  maniacs  without  injurious  or  dangerous  consequences  resulting 
to  the  other  peaceable  inmates  of  the  establishment.  He  determined  to  unchain  no  more  than  twelve  at  the 
first  trial,  and  the  only  precaution  he  took  was  to  have  an  equal  number  of  straight  jackets  prepared  made  of 
strong  linen  with  long  sleeves,  which  could  be  tied  behind  the  back  of  the  maniac,  should  it  become  necessary 
to  restrict  him  from  committing  acts  of  violence.  The  first  person  to  whom  Penel  addressed  himself  had  been 
a  resident  for  the  longest  period  in  the  abode  of  misery.  He  was  an  English  captain  whose  history  was  un- 
known, and  who  had  been  chained  there  for  forty  years.  He  was  looked  upon  as  the  most  terrible  of  all  the  insane. 
His  attendants  always  approached  him  with  circumspection,  for  in  a  paroxysm  of  fury  he  had  struck  one  of  the  ser- 
vants on  the  head  with  his  manacles  and  killed  him  dead  on  the  spot.  He  was  confined  with  more  rigour  than  many 
of  the  others,  which  circumstance  combined  with  almost  total  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  keepers  had  exaspera- 
ted a  disposition  naturally  furious.  Penel  entered  his  cell  alone  and  approached  him  calmly.  "  Captain,"  said 
he,  "  if  I  were  to  remove  your  chains  and  to  give  you  liberty  to  walk  in  the  court,  would  you  promise  me  to  be 
rational  and  to  do  harm  to  no  one  ?  "  "  I  promise  thee.  But  thou  mockest  me.  They  as  well  as  thyself  are  loo 
much  afraid  of  me."  "  Assuredly  not.  I  have  no  fenr,  for  I  have  six  men  at  hand  to  make  me  respected, 
should  it  be  necessary.  But  believe  my  word ;  be  confiding  and  docile.  I  will  give  you  liberty  if  you  will  al- 
low me  to  substitute  this  straight  waistcoat  for  those  ponderous  chains."  The  captain  yielded  with  a  good  grace 
to  every  thing  required  of  him,  shrugging  his  shoulders  however,  but  without  uttering  a  word.  In  a  few  minutes 
his  irons  were  completely  removed,  and  Penel  withdrew  leaving  the  door  of  the  cell  open.  Several  times  the 
maniac  raised  himself  from  his  seat,  but  fell  again.  He  had  kept  the  sitting  posture  so  long  that  he  had  lost  the 
use  of  his  legs.  At  length  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  after  repeated  attempts  he  succeeded  in  retaining 
his  equilibrium,  and  from  the  depth  of  his  dark  cell  advanced  staggering  towards  the  door.  His  first  action 
was  to  look  at  the  sky,  and  to  exclaim  in  ecslacy  "  How  beautiful !"  Through  the  whole  day  he  rnrt  about,  as- 
cending and  descendingthe  stairs,  and  constantly  repeating  the  exclamalion  "  How  beautiful !"  "  How  good  !" 
In  the  evening  he  returned  to  his  cell,  slept  tranquilly  on  a  better  bed  which  had  been  provided  for  him,  and 
during  the  two  additional  years  which  he  passed  in  the  "  Bicetre,"  he  had  no  paroxysm  of  fury.  He  rendered 
himself  indeed  useful  in  the  establishment  by  exerting  a  certain  degree  of  authority  over  the  patients  whom  he 
governed  after  his  own  fashion,  and  over  whom  he  elected  himself  a  kind  of  superintendent.  But  the  story  of 
Chcvinge,  a  soldier  of  the  French  guards,  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most  memorable  feats  of  that  interesting 
and  eventful  day.  Whilst  in  the  service  he  had  but  one  fault — drunkenness ;  and  when  in  this  state  he  became 
turbulent,  violent,  and  the  more  dangerous  from  his  strength  being  prodigious.  Owing  to  his  repealed  excesses 
he  was  dismissed  from  hi»  regiment,  and  soon  dissipated  his  limited  resources.  Shame  and  misery  subsequently 
plunged  him  into  such  a  state  of  depression  lhat  his  intellect  became  disordered.  In  his  delirium  he  thought  he 
had  been  made  a  general,  beat  those  who  did  not  admit  his  rank  and  quality,  and  in  consequence  of  a  violent 
disturbance  thus  originating,  he  was  taken  to  the  Bicclrc  labouring  under  the  most  furious  excitement.  He  had 
been  confined,  chained  for  ten  years,  and  with  more  severity  than  most  of  his  fellow  sufferers,  as  he  had  fre- 
quently broken  asunder  his  irons  by  the  sole  strength  of  his  hands.  On  one  occasion  when  he  obtained  momen- 
tary liberty  in  this  manner,  he  set  at  defiance  the  united  efforts  of  all  his  keepers  to  make  him  re-enter  his  cell. 
His  strength  had  indeed  become  proverbial  at  the  Bicetre.  Penel  on  several  visits  had  discovered  in  Chcvinge 
an  excellent  disposition,  marked  by  the  excitement  incessantly  occasioned  by  cruel  treatment.  He  promised  the 
lunatic  to  speedily  ameliorate  his  condition,  and  this  promise  itself  rendered  him  more  tranquil.  Penel  at  length 
told  him  he  should  be  no  longer  chained,  "  and  to  prove  the  confidence  I  have  in  thee,"  said  he,  "  and  that  I  re- 
gard ihee  as  a  man  adapted  for  doing  good,  thou  shalt  aid  me  in  freeing  those  unfortunates  who  have  not  their 
reason  like  thee ;  and  il  thou  conductest  thyself  as  1  have  reason  to  hope,  I  will  take  thee  into  my  service,  and 
thou  shalt  never  quit  me." 
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"  Never,"  says  M.  Scipion  Penel,  "  in  the  whole  history  of  human  intellect  was  there  a  more  sudden  and 
complete  revolution ;  the  keepers  themselves  were  impressed  with  respect  and  astonishment  at  the  spectacle 
which  Chevignc  afforded."  Scarcely  was  he  liberated  when  he  was  seen  anticipating,  attentive  to  and  follow- 
ing with  his  eye  every  motion  of  Penel,  executing  his  orders  with  skill  and  promptitude,  addressing  words  of 
reason  and  kindness  to  the  insane,  on  the  level  of  whom  he  had  been  but  a  short  time  previously.  This  man 
whom  chains  had  kept  degraded  during  the  best  years  of  his  life,  and  who  would  doubtless  have  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  existence  in  the  same  wretched  condition,  became  afterwards  a  model  of  good  conduct  anil  gra- 
titude. Often  in  the  different  times  of  the  revolution  he  saved  the  life  of  Penel,  and  on  one  occasion  rescued 
him  from  a  band  of  miscreants  who  were  conducting  him  to  the  "  Lanteme,"  owing  to  his  having  been  an  elec- 
tor of  17S9.  During  the  time  of  famine  he  left  the  Bicetre  every  morning  and  returned  with  supplies  of  provi- 
sions which  gold  could  not  at  that  time  procure.  His  whole  life  was  one  of  perpetual  devotion  to  his  liberator. 
In  the  course  of  a  few  days  the  shackles  were  removed  from  fifty-three  lunatics.  An  unexpected  improvement 
followed  from  a  course  previously  regarded  impracticable  and  even  fatal.  The  furious  madmen  who  monthly 
destroyed  hundreds  of  wooden  utensils,  renounced  their  habits  of  violence;  others  who  tore  their  clothes  and 
rioted  in  filth  and  nudity,  became  clean  and  decent ;  tranquillity  and  harmony  succeeded  to  tumult  and  disorder; 
and  over  the  whole  establishment  order  and  good  feeling  reigned."  But  time  is  not  allowed  me  for  the  further  detail 
of  circumstances  connected  with  an  experiment  which  all  will  agree  has  been  no  less  glorious  in  its  results  than  it 
was  wise,  humane  and  extensive  in  its  designs.  Having  already  taxed  your  patience  so  heavily,  prudence  would 
require  that  this  communication  should  be  here  closed.  There  is  one  other  topic  however  with  regard  to  which 
I  feel  the  utmost  degree  of  solicitude ;  and  the  great  importance  of  which  as  well  to  the  community  at  large,  as 
to  the  cause  which  we  all  have  so  much  at  heart,  will  I  trust  successfully  plead  my  apology  for  trespassing  a 
few  moments  longer  on  your  kind  indulgence.    Every  day's  experience  adds  but  new  proofs  of  the  fatal  conse- 

3uences  resulting  to  the  insane  from  those  mistaken  feelings  of  kindness  and  humanity  on  the  part  of  their  kin- 
red  and  friends,  by  which  they  arc  retained  beyond  the  influence  of  the  means  provided  in  well  managed 
asylums  until  their  disease  becomes  confirmed  and  their  recovery  hopeless.  And  a  sense  of  duty  constrains  me 
to  call  upon  all  whatever  may  be  their  circumstances  or  condition  in  life,  to  ponder  well  these  consequences  ere 
they  decide  to  persevere  in  a  course  as  irrational  and  ill-judged  on  their  parts,  as  it  is  detrimental  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  those  for  whose  good  they  profess  to  act.  Enough  has  surely  been  said  in  this  report  to  convince  even 
the  most  skeptical,  that  the  inmates  at  least  of  our  institution  are  treated  with  the  utmost  tenderness  and  hu- 
manity ;  and  hence  it  can  scarcely  be  supposed  that  any  one  will  continue  to  harbour  such  prejudices  as  might 
have  been  induced  by  a  contrary  belief.  My  object  therefore  will  be,  as  we  hope  there  is  nothing  longer  to  fear 
on  the  score  of  feeling,  to  address  a  few  remarks  to  the  judgment  and  understanding  of  my  fellow  citizens  in 
order  to  convince  them  if  I  can  of  the  great  importance  not  only  of  placing  their  insane  friends  in  some  well 
conducted  institution  designed  for  their  relief,  but  of  resorting  thereto  at  an  early  period  of  their  malady,  that 
the  aids  to  recovery  may  be  rendered  fully  available.  There  is  no  general  maxim  in  the  treatment  of  insanity 
wherein  medical  authors  and  practitioners  are  so  unanimous  as  that  of  separating  the  patient  from  all  customary 
associations,  his  family  and  his  home.  Few  persons  when  they  become  insane  acknowledge  being  so;  conse- 
quently when  they  find  themselves  placed  under  restraint  in  their  own  houses,  denied  intercourse  with  their 
families,  and  their  orders  not  only  disobeyed  but  themselves  controlled  by  their  own  servants,  they  are  naturally 
infuriated  to  a  high  degree ;  or  imbibe  a  plausible  and  strong  suspicion  that  a  conspiracy  is  formed  against 
their  life,  liberty  and  property.  In  all  such  cases  requiring  watchfulness  or  control  the  feelings  of  the  patient 
are  less  outraged  at  restraints  imposed  upon  him  by  strangers  over  whom  he  never  exercised  any  authority, 
than  by  those  on  whose  consideration  he  is  conscious  of  possessing  stronger  claims,  or  whose  sympathies  be 
may  hope  to  rouse  by  continued  and  persevering  appeals  to  their  kindness  and  former  friendship.  It  often  hap- 
pens that  maniacs  who  whilst  in  the  bosoms  of  their  families  are  turbulent  and  outrageous,  so  soon  as  they  are 
taken  charge  of  by  strangers  become  at  once  peaceable  and  tranquil.  So  that  whether  we  look  at  the  care  or 
comfort  of  the  patient,  it  is  certainly  an  act  of  kindness  to  remove  hirn  from  the  influence  of  incessant  irritation 
and  place  him  where  the  temptation  to  excitement  is  diminished  and  its  room  supplied  by  whatever  can  soothe 
and  tranquillize.  In  most  instances  the  mental  disease  has  taken  gradual  root  amid  the  associations  of  home; 
and  the  morbid  ideas  have  connected  themselves  inseparably  with  the  patient's  family  and  friends.  Those  for- 
merly most  loved  become  olien  the  objects  of  hatred  and  suspicion,  and  their  presence  tends  greatly  to  provoke 
the  disorder.  The  very  walls  of  the  house,  the  scenery  by  which  it  is  surrounded,  in  short  every  thing  capable 
from  its  connexion  with  the  past  of  exciting  an  interest  in  his  mind,  increases  his  morbid  associations  and  re- 
tards the  return  of  health  and  reason.  And  in  such  cases  can  it  be  doubted  that  a  change  of  scene  and  society, 
and  the  well  conducted  kindness  ami  care  of  those  whose  duty  it  is  thus  to  manage  the  inmates  of  an  asylum, 
would  not  only  benefit  his  general  state  but  prepare  him  also  for  the  ameliorating  operation  of  both  medical  and 
moral  treatment. 

The  great  utility  of  removing  the  insane  from  home  and  its  associations,  and  placing  them  in  well  regulated 
asylums  during  the  earliest  stage  of  the  disease,  has  been  strikingly  enforced  by  that  most  unerring  of  all  guides 
experience.    Much  was  said  upon  this  subject  in  my  last  report,  to  repeat  which  might  be  deemed  superfluous. 
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As  having  however  a  direct  and  powerful  bearing  thereupon,  I  cannot  refrain  from  again  exhibiting  tbe  compa- 
rative results  in  the  treatment  of  recent  and  chronic  cases  of  insanity,  as  these  have  been  presented  in  the  reports 
of  various  institutions  in  Europe  and  this  country.  In  one  of  the  French  hospitals,  of  2005  patients  received 
during  a  specified  time,  604  were  cured  during  the  first  year  of  their  malady ;  497  during  the  second  year,  and 
only  127  in  the  succeeding  eight  years.  In  another  institution  of  France,  746  from  a  certain  number  received, 
are  reported  to  have  been  cured  during  tbe  first  year,  whilst  only  118  were  restored  of  those  who  had  been  in- 
sane longer.  In  the  York  Retreat,  of  42  patients  placed  under  treatment  within  three  months  of  their  attack, 
40  were  cured.  Of  46  admitted  who  had  been  insane  between  3  and  12  months,  25  recovered ;  and  of  79 
whose  disease  had  existed  longer  than  one  year,  only  14  were  restored.  In  the  West  Riding  asylum,  of  312  ad- 
mitted within  the  first  three  months  of  their  insanity,  206  recovered — whilst  318  whose  disease  had  existed 
longer  only  26  were  cured.  In  the  Massachusetts  state  asylum  of  334  recent  cases  admitted,  294  were  cured 
or  deemed  curable ;  of  118  received  during  second  year  of  their  malady  79  were  cured  or  reported  as  curable, 
and  of  353  whose  disease  had  exceeded  two  years  61  only  were  deemed  curable.  In  the  M'Lean  asylum  86 
recent  cases  out  of  100  received,  and  38  per  cent,  of  chronic  cases.  In  the  Bloomingdale  asylum  out  of  68  re- 
cent cases  62  were  cured,  whilst  of  178  cases  of  longer  duration  than  one  year  only  6  recovered.  And  in  this  in- 
stitution, as  we  have  already  seen,  83  per  cent,  of  all  cases  which  were  introduced  during  tbe  first  year  of  their 
insanity  have  been  cured  and  restored  in  tbe  full  possession  of  their  faculties  to  their  families  and  friends; 
whilst  of  the  chronic  cases  but  comparatively  few  have  recovered.  In  view  then  of  all  that  has  been  said  and 
exhibited,  the  truth  is  irresistible  that  reason  and  experience  combine  to  enforce  the  absolute  importance  of  not 
only  placing  our  friends  in  such  institutions,  but  of  doing  so  at  the  earliest  period  practicable  after  their  disease 
has  been  observed.  Should  we  not  therefore  "  with  a  loud  and  earnest  voice  call  tbe  attention  of  the  public  to 
the  utility,  the  humanity  and  the  necessity  of  attending  to  tbe  earliest  indications  of  insanity,  in  whatever  form 
they  may  appear?"  The  facts  above  disclosed,  most  forcibly  admonish  us  never  to  suffer  the  favourable  season 
for  recovery  to  pass  by  unimproved.  If  the  broad  avenues  through  which  this  formidable  enemy  makes  its  at- 
tacks are,  and  they  wdl  be,  still  left  open  ;  if  it  is  permitted  to  make  unresisted  incursions  into  the  domains  of 
the  soul ;  then  when  the  citadel  of  reason  is  first  seen  to  totter  under  its  assaults,  and  tbe  pillars  of  judgment  are 
shaken  and  torn  from  their  places,  and  the  passions  are  set  on  fire  to  consume  all  the  treasures  of  joy  and  hope 
which  have  been  garnered  up  for  years,  then  let  all  of  human  energy  and  alertness  be  instantaneously  put  forth 
to  rescue  the  scene  from  total  and  remediless  desolation! 

FRANCIS  T.  STR1BLING. 

November  30,  1839. 
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COMMUNICATION  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS. 


OFFICE  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS, 

January  13,  1840. 

SIR, 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  to  the  house  of  delegates  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  24th 
December  last,  calling  for  information  in  relation  to  certain  locks  on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DAVTD  CAMPBELL, 
President  Board  Public  WorJa. 
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OFFICE  OF  THE  BO  Alt  D  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS, 

13th  January  1840. 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  house  of  delegates  adopted  on  the  24th  December  last,  instructing 
the  Board  of  public  works  to  transmit  to  the  house  "such  information  us  the  said  board  may  be  possessed  of 
touching  the  constructing  of  certain  locks  along  the  line  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  required  to  be  con- 
structed agreeably  to  the  act,  entitled  4  an  act  to  authorize  a  subscription  on  the  part  of  the  slate  of  Virginia  to 
the  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company,*  passed  20th  February  1S33,"  the  Board  of  public  works 
have  the  honour  to  report: 

That  not  having  in  their  possession  at  the  date  of  the  said  resolution  a  complete  series  of  the  reports  and 
documents  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company,  which  it  was  supposed  would  enable  the  board  to  com- 
municate to  the  house  ol  delegates  accurate  information  on  the  subject  of  said  resolution,  they  delayed  a  com- 
pliance therewith  until  the  reports  and  documents  necessary  to  complete  the  scries  could  be  procured.  This  has 
now  been  done,  and  the  board  has  caused  a  careful  examination  of  their  contents  to  be  made,  and  herewith  lay 
before  the  legislature  extracts  containing  it  is  believed  all  that  relates  to  the  locks  in  question.  The  informaliou 
they  furnish  is  very  insufficient.  A  correspondence  with  the  company  will  therefore  be  forthwith  opened  by  the 
Board  of  public  works  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  exact  progress  made  iu  the  construction  of  the  locks, 
the  result  of  which  will  be  communicated  to  the  legislature  without  delay. 

An  extract  from  the  act  containing  the  provision  respecting  the  locks  is  also  appended  hereto. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

DAVID  CAMPBELL. 
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EXTRACTS. 

Fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  President  and  Dircctort  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  to  the 

Stockholder*,  of  June  3d,  1S33,  page  4. 

M  To  the  various  works  which  are  included  in  the  May  estimates  there  has  been  recently  added  by  con- 
tract, in  compliance  with  one  of  the  conditions  of  the  late  subscription  of  Virginia,  a  lock  opposite  to  Shcpberds- 
town  for  the  connexion  of  the  river  and  canal  navigation  ;  the  cost  of  this  lock  makes  an  addition  of  $  12,600  to 
the  sum  already  stated  as  the  value  of  the  work  to  be  done,  and  a  determination  has  been  more  recently  formed 
by  the  board  to  transfer  the  locks  which  were  about  to  be  commenced  two  miles  above  to  a  point  two  miles 
below  the  mouth  of  the  Opeccon,  so  as  to  subserve  the  same  purpose  with  that  last  mentioned." 

Page  6. — "  The  transfer  of  the  locks  from  a  point  above  to  one  about  the  same  distance  below  the  mouth 
of  Opeccon  will  aho  favour  the  contemplated  navigation  from  that  stream  whenever  the  canal  along  the  base  of 
the  cliffs  shall  be  completed,  by  exposing  the  boats  which  descend  from  its  mouth  to  a  shorter  voyage  on  the 
broad  bed  of  the  river,  in  conformity,  as  has  been  suggested,  with  one  of  the  conditions  of  the  late  Virginia  sub- 
scription, which  the  board  duly  regarded." 


Report  of  Capt.  William  G.  M'Neill  on  the  condition  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Cunal,  (dated  December  1, 1833,) 
to  Lieut.  Col.  J.  J.  Abeht,  Topographical  Bureau,  War  Department,  Washington  City.  Congressional  Doc. 
No.  38,  page  12. 

"Besides  these  44  lift  locks,  which  have  been  enumerated,  by  which  the  canal  overcomes  353  feet,  a  com- 
munication with  the  river  is  to  be  effected  through  the  guard  locks  at  the  entrances  of  the  feeders  from  the  Po- 
tomac, and  also  through  the  several  lift  locks  designed  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Virginia  trade. 

44  One  of  the  latter  is  directly  opposite  the  junction  of  the  Shenandoah  river  with  the  Fotoniac  at  Harper's 
Ferry,  637  yards  above  lock  No.  32.  It  had  been  already  finished,  and  is  built  of  rubble  masonry  from  mate- 
rials obtained  in  the  vicinity,  and  in  all  its  dimensions  (except  the  lift  which  is  ten  feel)  it  is  similar  to  the  locks 
of  the  canal. 

"  The  plan  of  the  canal  contemplates  at  some  future  day  a  dam  across  the  Potomac  in  this  vicinity  for  the 
purpose  of  a  feeder,  and  (which  is  more  important)  to  form  a  basin  of  still  water  around  the  point  of  land  on 
which  the  town  of  Harper's  Ferry  stands.  In  this  event  the  lift  of  the  Shenandoah  lock  would  be  reduced  to 
eight  feet,  and  the  water  would  enter  the  canal  at  the  foot  of  lock  No.  32. 

44  Four  similar  locks  are  required  to  fulfil  the  conditions  of  the  subscription  to  the  stock  of  the  canal  com- 
pany by  the  slate  of  Virginia  lost  winter.  One  opposite  the  mouth  of  Goose  creek,  which  enters  the  Potomac 
opposite  the  foot  of  lock  No.  25;  another  at  the  Point  of  Rocks;  another  opposite  Shepherdstown,  which  had 
been  placed  under  contract,  (see  fifth  annual  report,  page  4 ;)  and  a  fourth  near  the  mouth  of  Opequon.  The 
purposes  of  this  last  will  however  have  been  subserved,  and  it  will  in  consequence  be  dispensed  w  ith  by  the 
transfer  which  had  been  determined  on  of  locks  Nos.  41  and  42,  4  which  were  about  to  be  commenced  two  miles 
above,  to  a  point  two  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Opequon.' " 


Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  June  2, 

1834.  Page  4. 

Allusion  is  made  to  44  two  locks  which  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  Virginia  are  required  to  be  made, 
whereby  to  connect  the  canal  with  the  Virginia  shore,  but  which  have  not  been  undertaken,  owing  to  the  de- 
pressed state  of  the  finances  of  the  company." 
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Ninth  Annual  Report  of  the  Prctident  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  June  12, 

1S37.    Page  4. 

"  The  lift  locks  near  Edwards's  ferry  and  opposite  the  mouth  of  Goose  creek  in  Loudoun  county,  Virginia, 
are  nearly  completed,  and  in  a  few  weeks  will  be  in  operation.  They  have  been  constructed  under  a  provision 
of  the  law  of  that  state  making  a  subscription  of  $  260,000  to  the  slock  of  this  company.  Through  the  medium 
of  these  locks  the  trade  of  the  rich  and  populous  county  of  Loudoun,  bordering  on  the  Potomac  for  forty  miles, 
will  be  accommodated  and  drawn  to  the  canal." 


Act  of  20lh  February  1833,  entitled  "An  Act  authorizing  a  subscription  by  the  State  of  Virginia  to  the  stock 
of  tlte  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company"    Last  Proviso  in  the  first  section. 

(Proviso.) — That  the  said  president  and  directors  shall  agree  "to  appropriate  a  sum  not  exceeding  in  amount 
eighty  thousand  dollars,  towards  the  construction  of  suitable  locks  to  enable  the  river  boats  to  reach  the  canal 
and  to  return  from  it  to  the  river  again,  at  or  near  each  of  the  following  points  on  the  river  Potomac,  to  wit :  the 
mouth  of  Goose  creek  and  the  base  of  Ketocton  mountain  in  the  county  of  Loudoun,  the  ferry  across  the  Poto- 
mac at  Shepherdstown  in  the  county  of  Jeflerson,  and  the  ferry  across  the  same  river  at  Light's,  or  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Opequon  in  the  county  of  Berkeley,  and  to  cause  the  said  locks  to  be  constructed  by  the  first  of  Novem- 
ber one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five,  and  sooner  if  practicable." 
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Letter  from  A.  Robinson  jr.,  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  shewing  the  amount  of  Stock  of 
the  Bank  held  by  Members  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  and  their  indebtedness  as  individuals 
or  as  members  of  Firms. 

BANK  OF  VIRGINIA,  January  13,  1840. 

To  the  honourable  the  Speaker  of  the  Route  of  Delegate*. 
SIR, 

In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  house  of  delegates  adopted  on  the  6th  instant,  I  have  now  the  ho- 
nour to  submit  the  enclosed  report. 

And  am,  most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  ROBINSON,  Jr.  Cathier. 


In  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  house  of  delegates  adopted  on  the  6th  January  1540  "  that  the  several  banka 
of  this  commonwealth  be  required  to  communicate  to  this  house  a  statement  shewing  the  names  of  the  members 
of  this  house  who  on  this  day  are  stockholders  of  the  bank : 

The  amount  of  stock  held  by  each  : 

How  many  and  who  are  indebted  to  the  bank  in  their  individual  capacity  or  as  members  of  firms : 
The  amount  of  their  liability  as  principal  and  as  endorser  : 

And  whether  the  amount  of  their  indebtedness  or  liability  as  endorser  has  been  at  any  time  increased  since 
the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  some  of  the  banks  in  October  last." 

The  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  to  whom  the  resolution  has  been  referred  now  communicates  : 

That  by  a  careful  inspection  of  the  list  of  stockholders  of  that  bank,  the  only  names  of  members  of  the 
bouse  of  delegates  appearing  on  that  list  on  the  day  stated  are 

"Howson  Clarke  and  Wm.  H.  Clarke,  executors  of  John  Clarke  deceased,  in  trust  for  Chas.  A.  Clarke," 
holding  152  shares. 

"  William  H.  Clarke,  surviving  executor  of  John  Clarke  deceased,  in  trust  for  Charles  A.  Clarke,"  61 
shares. 

"Howson  Clarke  and  Wm.  H.  Clarke,  executors  of  John  Clarke  deceased,"  holding 227  shares. 
"  William  H.  Clarke,  surviving  executor  of  John  Clarke  deceased,"  holding  1S6  shares. 
"John  Guerrant,  trustee  for  Mary  Ann  Vizzonneau,"  holding  118  shares. 
Arthur  Smith  holding  19  shares. 

That  three  members  of  the  house  of  delegates  appear  to  be  indebted  to  the  Bank  of  Virginia  on  the  day 
aforesaid  as  follows : 

Wyndham  Robertson  esq.  stands  as  payer  %  4533,  and  as  endorser  $  2500 

N.  E.  Venable  esq.  "  -  as  endorser  for  2500 

N.  E.  Vcnable  &  Company,  "  -  do.      for  4900 

O.  M.  Crutchfield,  esq.        "  -  do.      for  350 

And  that  the  amount  of  their  indebtedness  or  liability  appears  not  to  have  been  at  any  time  increased  since  Oc- 
tober last,  but  within  the  periods  staled  the  amouuts  have  been  diminished. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  ROBINSON,  Jr.  Cashier. 
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STATEMENTS 


From  several  Banks  affording  information  in  answer  to  resolutions  of  the  Committee  on  Banks. 


To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Banks  : 
SIR. 

According  to  a  resolution  of  your  committee  adopted  on  the  6th  inst.,  requiring  the  Bank 
of  Virginia  and  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  to  lay  before  you  a  copy  of  the  general  statement  of  their  condi- 
tions which  would  be  laid  before  the  meetings  of  stockholders,  noting  the  bad  and  doubtful  debts  of  said  banks, 

I  now  enclose  a  copy  of  the  general  state  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  including  the  branches,  prepared  on  the 
1st  January  1840,  and  submitted  by  the  board  of  directors  of  said  bank  to  the  general  meeting  of  stockholders 
held  on  Tuesday  the  7th  inst. :  lo  which  is  attached  a  table  of  the  profits  of  the  whole  institution,  as  also  of 
each  of  the  departments,  on  the  1st  July  and  on  the  1st  January  last :  a  table  of  the  variations  between  the 
statement  now  rendered  and  that  rendered  on  the  1st  January  1839:  a  statement  of  the  dealings  in  exchange 
and  the  premiums  received  thereon  :  a  table  of  the  denominations  of  notes  now  in  circulation,  so  far  as  they  can 
be  ascertained :  which  two  last  statements  were  omitted  to  be  added  to  the  statement  rendered  on  the  2d  De- 
cember last  as  required  by  law. 

And  also  a  statement  made  by  the  president  of  the  bank  at  the  last  meeting  of  stockholders,  as  to  the  state 
of  the  suspended  debt : 

And  have  the  honour  to  be  most  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  ROBINSON,  Ja., 

Cath'r  Bank  of  Virginia. 

January  13,  1840. 
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General  state  of  the  Bank  op  Virginia  including  the  Branches,  prepared  on  the  ltl  January  1840,  and  submitted  by 


DIt 


Bills  and 
Stocks, 
Real  estate, 
Specie, 

Due  from  other  banks, 


discounted  outstanding, 


6,668,345  78 
676,331  66 
343,130  26 
649,568  64 
514,966  89 


Capital  stock, 
Loans,  - 
Circulation, 
Deposits, 
Specie,  - 
Due  from  banks, 


l*t 


3,240,000  00 
6,721,211  81 
3,357,022  00 
1,707,055  83 
699.515  50 
372,773  78 


Contingent  fund,  - 

ducted  an  ascertained  bad  debt  of 


lit  Jinuiry  1840. 

3,641,100  00 
5,668,345  78 
2,561,076  00 
1,219.518  38 
649,568  64 
123,313  89 


33  13 


increased 

reduced 
•i 

•« 


401,100  00 

1,052,866  03 
795,946  00 
187,637  45 
49.940  86 
249,559  89 


4S3.762  38  from  which  is  to  be  de- 
260,000  00 


$223,762  36* 


The  amount  of  each  denomination  of  notes  in  circulation  consists  so  far  as  the  returns  shew, 
Of  bills  of  $  100  each  ------- 

50  " 

20    "  - 

10"- 

0*i      -  -  —  —  «.  -  - 

1  &  2  - 


post  notes,  - 

The  precise  denominations  at  Lynchburg  office  cannot  be  ascertained,  but  the  circulation  there  is 


505.100  00 
340,860  00 
440,240  00 
437,820  00 
1S1 ,770  00 
93,329  50 
13.099  00 
51>,267  50 


Total, 


S  2,50 1,076  00 


*  It  was  not  deemed  expedient  under  existing  circumstances  either  by  the  president  and  director*  of  the  bank  or  by  the  stock- 
holders, to  divide  at  present  imy  portion  of  the  surplus  fund  belonging  to  the  old  stockholders  hecan-e  the  hank  has  a  considerable 
amount  of  old  debt  susjicnded,  which  although  it  is  considered  as  well  secured  cannot  at  once  be  collected  owing  to  the  difficulty  of 
the  limes,  and  because  it  was  believed  good  policy  to  abstaiu  from  paying  out  in  any  form  during  the  suspension  of  specie  payments 
more  money  than  was  actually  necessary,  ana  by  that  means  to  keep  the  bank  more  strongly  fortified  against  the  consequences  of  the 
resumption  of  specie  payments  whenever  it  shall  take  place.  In  the  mean  time  the  bank  and  branches  are  granting  such  moderate 
discounts  as  the  trade  ot  the  several  places  absolutely  requires  without  enlarging  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  outstanding  debc 


JOHN  BROCKENBROUGH,  President. 
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the  Board  of  Directors  of  thai  bank  to  the  general  meeting  of  Stockholders  held  on  Tuesday  the  1th  day  of  January  1840. 


Capital  stock  originally  paid  in, 

Do.  recently  subscribed  by  slate, 
Do.        subscribed  by  individuals, 

Circulation,  - 
Discounts  received, 
Due  other  banks, 

Balances  due  the  branches  in  account, 
Deposits,  ... 


Net  profits  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  1839— 

At  Richmond, 
At  Norfolk, 
At  Petersburg, 
At  Fredericksburg, 
At  Lynchburg, 
At  Danville, 
At  Charleston, 
At  Buchanan, 


-  1,250,000  00 
1,579,100  00 

-  440,000  00 

-  450,000  00 

-  300,000  00 

-  300,000  00 
150,000  00 

-  150,000  00 

-  200,000  00 


47.S45  52 
57,082  28 

10,289  41 
4,474  24 

22,629  32 
14,276  14 

15,197  66 
11,009  82 

17,650  91 
10,045  69 

11,581  10 
4,SS0  10 

8,461  53 
5,780  91 

7,214  45 
4,004  14 


3,240,000  00 
326,000  00 
76,100  00 


July 
January 

July 
January 

July 
January 

July 
January 

July 
January 

July 
January 

July 
January 

July 
January 


Half  year'* 
per  cenUge. 

3.83  > 
3.615 

2.34  ) 

1.025 

6.03  ) 
3.17  5 

5.06  ) 
3.67  5 


6.8S 
3 


.88  ) 
.35  5 

7.72) 
3.25  5 

5.64) 
3.86  5 


3.60  ) 

2.00  5 


CR. 


3,641,100  00 
2,561,076  00 

13,032  32 
391,743  00 

25.S63  43 
1,219,518  38 


87,? 


.',333  13 


Per  centaga 

per  year. 

7.44 
3.36 
8.20 
8.73 
9.23 
10.97 
9.49 
5.60 


At  Portsmouth, 
penses, 

Net  profits  on 


72,000  00    Gross  profits  from  commencement,  $2,30S  35  less  than  ex- 

190  33 


-  3,240,000  00 

-  3,641,100  00 


140,869  90 
111,302  99 


July 
January 


4.35  per  cent. 
3.06  " 


The  dealings  in  exchange  for  the  past  year  of  the  whole  institution  except  the  branch  at 
Buchanan  from  which  we  have  no  return,  and  the  amount  there  is  inconsiderable, 
amounts  to  -----  - 

The  amount  of  discounts  and  premiums  received  thereon, 


4,457,613  84 
75,337  10 


A.  ROBINSON,  Jr.  Cashier. 
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To  N.  E.  Vknable  Esq., 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Banh. 

SIR,  .  . 

In  reply  lo  the  resolution  of  your  committee,  communicated  on  the  6lh  inst.,  requiring  the  presidents  of 
the  banks  which  have  suspended  specie  payments  to  report  the  aggregate  indebtedness  of  each  of  the  boards  of 
directors  at  the  time  of  such  suspension  ;  and  likewise  the  aggregate  amount  of  such  indebtedness  on  the  firtt 
day  of  January  1S40, 

The  undersigned  now  reports  : 

That  on  the  15ih  October  1S39,  the  members  constituting  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Batik  of  Virginia,  in 
their  own  characters,  or  in  the  names  of  ihc  different  firms  to  which  some  of  them  belonged,  were  indebted  to 
said  bank  in  the  aggregate  sum  of  $60,038  37  cents  as  payers,  and  as  endorsers  in  the  amount  of  $  142,037  45 
cents. 

On  the  1st  day  of  January  1940,  they  were  likewise  indebted  as  payers  in  the  aggregate  sum  of  S  50,359 
61  cents,  and  as  endorsers  in  the  sum  of  $  123,014  90. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  ROBINSON,  Jr.,  Cat. 

Dank  of  Virginia. 

January  13,  1840. 


List  of  Names  of  Members  constituting  the  Boards  of  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  from  nth  Septtmher  u 

the  2Gth  November,  inclusive. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  on  the  17ih  day  of  September  1839,  the  following 
members  were  present : 

John  Brockenbrough,  Robert  Gwathmey,  Thomas  Vaden,  John  Cosby,  John  R.  Triplett,  Thomas  I.  Deaoe, 
John  Womble.  L.  Burlbot  treas'r. 

On  the  24ih  September — John  Brockenbrough,  John  Cosby,  John  Womble,  Thomas  I.  Deane,  Wm.  Gray. 
Thomas  Vaden,  Mann  S.  Valentine,  Robert  Gwathmey,  the  Treasurer. 

On  the  1st  October — John  Brockenbrough,  Robert  Gwathmey,  Wm.  Gray,  Mann  S.  Valentine,  Thomas 
Vaden,  John  R.  Tiipleit,  John  Cosby,  Thomas  I.  Deane. 

On  the  Sth  October — John  Brockenbrough,  Robert  Gwathmey,  Mann  S.  Valentine,  L.  Burfbot  trcas'r, 
Thomas  Vaden,  Wm.  Gray,  Thos.  I.  Deane,  John  Cosby,  Alfred  T.  Harris,  John  Womble,  Jno.  R.  Triplett. 

On  the  11th  October— John  Brockenbrough,  Wm.  Gray,  John  R.  Triplett,  Robert  Gwathmey,  Thomas 
Vaden,  George  T.  Booker,  Juo.  Womble,  John  Cosby,  Jaq.  P.  Taylor,  Thos.  I.  Deane,  L.  Burlbot  treas'r,  M.S. 
Valentine,  Alfred  T.  Harris. 

On  the  15th  October — John  Brockenbrough,  Robert  Gwathmey,  Jno.  R.  Triplett,  Thomas  Vaden,  M.  & 
Valentine,  L.  Burfoot  treas'r,  Jno.  Womble,  Thos.  I.  Deane,  Alfred  T.  Harris,  J.  P.  Taylor,  Wm.  Gray. 

On  the  22d  October — Robert  Gwathmey,  Thomas  Vaden,  Alfred  T.  Harris,  Jaquelin  P.  Taylor," William 
Gray,  Thomas  I.  Deane,  Jno.  Womble,  John  H.  Triplett  and  John  Cosby. 

On  the  24th  October — Robert  Gwathmey,  John  R.  Triplett,  Thomas  Vaden,  Thomas  I.  Deane,  Alfred  T. 
Harris,  John  Womble,  Jaq.  P.  Taylor,  L.  Burfbot  treas'r,  Wm.  Gray,  Mann  S.  Valentine,  Geo.  T.  Booker. 

On  the  29th  October — John  Brockenbrouoh,  Rolwrt  Gwathmey,  John  Cosby,  Thomas  Vaden,  Mann  8. 
Valentine,  Geo.  T.  Booker,  Thos.  I.  Deane,  Jaq.  P.  Taylor,  John  R.  Triplett,  John  Womble,  Wm.  Gray,  Alfred 
T.  Harris,  L.  Burfoot  treas'r. 

On  the  5th  November — Robert  Gwathmey,  Jaq.  P.  Taylor,  Mann  S.  Valentine,  William  Gray,  Thomas  Va- 
den, Alfred  T.  Harris,  John  Womble,  Thomas  I.  Deane,  John  R.  Triplett,  John  Cosby,  Geo.  T.  Booker. 

On  the  12th  November — John  Brockenbrough,  Jaq.  P.  Taylor,  Mann  S.  Valentine,  John  R.  Triplett, 
Thomas  Vaden,  Alfred  T.  Harris,  John  Womble,  John  Cosby,  George  T.  Booker,  Thos.  I.  Deane. 

On  the  19th  November — John  Brockenbrough,  John  R.  Triplett,  Jno.  Cosby,  Jaq.  P.  Taylor,  Mann  S- 
Valentine,  John  Womble,  Thos.  Vaden,  Robert  Gwathmey,  Thos.  L  Deane,  Alfred  T.  Harris. 

On  the  20lh  November — John  Brockenbrough,  Robert  Gwathmey,  Thos.  I.  Deane,  John  R.  Triplett,  Alfred 
T.  Harris,  John  Womble,  Jaq.  P.  Taylor,  George  T.  Booker. 

On  the  26th  November — John  Brockenbrough,  Jaq.  P.  Taylor,  Wm.  Gray,  Thos.  I.  Deane,  Jno.  Womble. 
Thos.  Vaden,  Robert  Gwathmey,  John  Coshy. 

A.  ROBINSON,  Jit.,  Cos. 
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FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 
January  13,  1840. 

SIR, 

I  have  iho  honour  to  enclose  certain  statements  called  for  by  two  resolutions  of  the  committee  on 
banks,  and  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Very  respect  fully, 

Your  ob'dt  servant, 

Wm.  H.  MACFARLAND,  Pres't. 


To  N.  E.  Vbnablb,  Esq. 


Statement  shewing  the  aggregate  indebtedness  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Farmer*  Bank  of  Virginia  on  the 

12th  October  1839  and  on  the  lit  January  1840. 

Aggregate  amount  12th  October  1839,  -  $65,504  86 

Aggregate  amount  1st  January  1840,  -  68,615  63 

RO.  A.  PAYNE,  Discount  Clerk. 

The  board  of  directors  consisted  of  fourteen  members,  one  having  previously  resigned.  The  aggregate 
amounts  appearing  above  include  all  the  paper  of  which  any  one  of  the  board  is  payer,  and  consist  in  part  of 
notes  given  in  the  course  of  business,  which  third  persons  have  had  discounted,  without  the  payer  of  the  notes 
being  accommodated  thereby. 

RO.  A.  PAYNE,  Discount  Clerk. 


the  aggregate  indebtedness  of  Concerns  of  which  Directors  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia 
members,  on  the  12th  October  1839  and  on  the  1st  January  1840. 


Aggregate  amount  12th  October  1839, 
Aggregate  amount  1st  January  1840, 


-     $68,169  64 
73,157  85 

RO.  A.  PAYNE,  Discount  CUrk. 


The  aggregate  amounts  appearing  above  include  all  the  paper  of  concerns  of  which  any  member  of  the 
board  is  a  partner,  and  consist  in  part  of  notes  given  in  the  course  of  business,  which  third  persons  have  had 
discounted,  without  the  payers  of  the  notes  being  accommodated  thereby. 

RO.  A.  PAYNE,  Discount  Clerk. 


State  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia,  including  the  Branches,  on  the  1st  January  1840. 


Debt  outstanding,  (all  descriptions,) 
Sterling  bills, 

Stocks,        -         -  - 
Specie,  - 
Notes  of  other  banks, 
Due  from  other  banks, 
Real  estate, 


4,819,561  88 
34,163  75 
103,907  50 
529,199  29 
187,825  69 
409,669  76 
196,760  21 

$6,280,078  08 


Capital  stock,          -          -          -  2,601,800  00 

Notes  in  circulation,            -          -  2,047,102  50 

Depositc  money,      -  873,385  51 

Due  to  Bank  of  United  Slates,  18th  inst.,  14,954  60 

Due  to  other  banks,           -         -  176,735  26 

Contingent  fund,      ...  436,206  77 

ProBt  and  loss,        -         -         -  129.S93  44 


$6,280,078  08 
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Bad  and  Doubtfvl  Debt  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  and  Branches  on  the  1st  January  1540. 

At  Richmond,  -  -  -  30,664  78 

At  Norfolk,  -  -  -  185,526  23 

At  Petersburg,  -  -  -  6,100  00 

At  Fredericksburg,  -  -  -  9,400  00 

At  Lynchburg,  -  500  00 

At  Winchester,  -  -  -  17,628  77 

At  Danville,  -  -  -  10,000  00 


$259,918  78 


It  is  expected  that  some  portion  of  the  debt  reported  bad  and  doubtful  will  be  collected,  to  ensure  which 
result  diligent  efforts  will  be  used.  It  will  be  perceived  the  contingent  fund  exceeds  the  bad  and  doubtful  debt 
by  near  8  per  cent,  upon  the  late  capital  of  the  bank.  To  adjust  accounts  between  the  old  and  new  stockhol- 
ders the  contingent  fund  so  far  as  it  may  be  needed  will  be  held  to  restore  the  capital,  and  the  residue  distributed 
among  the  old  stockholders.    The  bad  and  doubtful  debt  with  a  small  exception  had  its  origin  many  years  ago. 

J.  G.  BLAIR,  Cat. 


EXCHANGE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 

Norfolk,  January  11,  1840. 

N.  E.  Venable,  Esq., 
DEAR  SHL 

Your  favour  of  the  6lh  instant  was  duly  received,  and  in  compliance  therewith  you 
have  the  statement  required.    This  bank  resumed  specie  payments  on  the  4th  of  last  month. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

JNO.  SOUTHGATE,  PresH  fro  tern. 


.Aggregate  indebtedness  of  the  Board  of  Directors  at  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia  on  the  lGth  of  October  1939,  a%d 

on  the  1st  of  January  1S40,  viz : 

Amount  of  indebtedness  on  the  16lh  of  October  1839,  ...  $70,704  26 

Amount  of  indebtedness  on  the  1st  January  1840,      ....  69,250  17 

JNO.  SOUTHGATE,  Preset  Vro  tern. 

Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia,  Norfolk,  January  11th,  1840. 


OFFICE  EXCHANGE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 

Richmond,  10th  January  1S40. 

SIR, 

I  respond  to  the  resolution  of  the  committee  on  banks,  accompanied  by  your  letter  of  the  6th  instanl, 
by  stating  that  on  the  12th  October  last,  the  day  on  which  this  bank  suspended  specie  payments, 
The  aggregate  amount  for  which  the  directors  of  this  bank  were  payers  individually  was        -         2,500  00 
And  that  of  the  several  houses  in  which  any  of  them  were  partners  was,  -  -        16,149  55 

$  17,649  65 
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That  on  the  1st  January  as  individuals  tbey  were  payers  for,  ...  4,800  00 

And  that  the  several  bouses  in  which  any  of  them  are  partners  was,  -  -        39,252  42 


S  44,052  42 

The  amount  due  on  the  1st  instant  is  endorsed  by,  or  discounted  for  twenty-six  different  parties. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  CASKIE,  PraU. 


OFFICE  DISCOUNT  AND  DEPOSIT, 

Lbesburg,  January  9tb,  1840. 

N.  E.  Venable,  Esq.,  Chairman,  tyt., 
DEAR  SIR, 

Your  favour  of  the  6th  instant  is  just  received  covering  a  resolution  of  the  committee  on 
banks,  over  which  you  preside ;  in  compliance  with  which,  I  state  that  the  aggregate  indebtedness  of  our  board 
at  the  time  of  our  suspension  of  specie  payments,  (the  16th  October  1839,)  was,    -  -  $  81,930 

And  on  the  1st  of  January  1840,  -  -  -  '  -  60,690 

It  is  proper  perhaps  to  remark  that  the  above  amounts  embrace  the  indebtedness  of  the  board  as  co-draw- 
ers with  others  not  members  of  the  board  for  $  15,600  loaned  to  assist  in  making  the  two  turnpike  roads  in  this 
neighbourhood,  and  $7900  as  co-drawers  with  others  for  other  purposes,  making  their  individual  indebtedness 
on  the  15th  of  October,  -  -  -  -  -  -         $  58,530 

And  on  the  1st  of  January,      ------  27,440 

I  am,  sir,  yours  respectfully, 

RICH'D  H.  HENDERSON,  Preit. 


Charlestown,  10th  January  1840. 

SIR, 

Your  letter  of  the  4th  instant  was  received  to-day  requiring  a  statement  of  the  aggregate  indebtedness 
of  the  directors  of  this  office  of  the  Valley  bank  at  the  time  of  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  also  the  ag- 
gregate amount  of  such  indebtedness  on  the  first  day  of  January  1840. 

In  answer  I  have  to  slate,  that  the  aggregate  indebtedness  of  the  thirteen  directors  of  this  office  at  the  time 
of  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  was  nineteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  that  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  their  indebtedness  on  the  first  day  of  January  1840  was  eighteen  thousand  five  hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  GRIGGS, 

N.  E.  Venable,  Esq.,'  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Banks. 
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FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA. 


SIR, 

Fredericksburg,  and  I  have 


N.  E.  Venablb,  Esq. 

Chairman,  &fc. 


FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 
January  16th,  1840. 

returns  have  been  made  by  the  offices  of  discount  and  deposit  at  Petersburg  and 
the  honour  to  lay  them  before  your  committee. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obed't  serv't, 

WM.  H.  MACFARLAND,  PresU. 


To  the 


PETERSBURG,  16tii  January  1840. 


On  the  opposite  sheet  you  have  the  aggregate  amount  due  to  this  bank  at  the  times 
specified  in  your  resolution  calling  for  such  information,  which  relates  to  the  directors,  previous  to  the  last  elec- 
tion. And  I  beg  leave  further  to  state  that  this  branch  did  not  suspend  specie  payments  at  all  until  the  last  act 
passed  at  the  present  session  of  your  body,  but  that  specie  or  its  equivalent  was  paid  up  to  that  time  to  all  who 
insisted  upon  it. 

Any  other  information  in  my  power  will  be  cheerfully  afforded  if  required.  All  of  which  is  respectfully 
submitted. 

WM.  ROBERTSON,  Preit 

Farmers  Bank,  Petersburg. 


Statrmbnt 

of  the 


ing  the  aggregate  indebtedness  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite 
ners  Bank  of  Virginia,  Petersburg,  on  the  15th  of  October  1839  and  1st  January  1840. 


Due  by  individual  directors, 

Due  by  firms,  of  which  directors  are  members, 


\5tk  Oct.  1830. 

It!  Jan.  l-in 

27100  00 
16600  00 

27100  00 
15600  00 

42700  00 

42700  00 

The  above  is  the  aggregate  amount  due  by  the  directors  of  this  bank  at  the  times  referred  to  in  your  reso- 
lution calling  upon  me  for  information. 

Respectfully, 

WM.  ROBERTSON,  PresU 

Farmers  Bank,  Petersburg. 

16/A,  1840. 


To  the  Committee  of  the  Legislature  on  Banks. 
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Resolution  from  the  Committer,  on  Banks. 

Resolved,  That  the  presidents  of  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth  which  have  suspended  specie  payments 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  committee  on  banks  the  aggregate  indebtedness  of  each  of  the  boards  of 
directors  of  these  institutions  at  the  time  of  such  suspension,  and  likewise  the  aggregate  amount  of  such  indebt- 
edness on  the  first  of  January  1 840. 


Ott.  12M. 

Jan.  1st. 

REMARKS. 

Indebtedness  of  the  board  of  directors, 

$25400  00 

29400  00 

Nineteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  personal  security.  Nine 
thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars, on  bank  stock. 

In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  committee  on  banks,  the  cashier  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposite 
of  the  Farmers  Bank  at  Fredericksburg  has  the  honour  to  report  the  above  statement,  which  furnishes  all  the 
information  called  for  by  the  said  resolution. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

HUGH  M.  PATTON,  Cash. 

January  llth,  1840. 
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SIR, 


*      FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 
January  16,  1840. 


I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  certain  returns  made  by  this  bank  and  tho  offices  of  discount  and  de- 
posit at  Fredericksburg  and  Petersburg,  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  delegates  of  the  6th 
instant,  and  am, 

With  high  consideration, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  MACFARLAND,  Prcs't. 

To  Thomas  W.  Gilmbh,  Esq.,  Speaker,  lp. 


List  of  Members  of  the  House  of  Delegates  who  are  Stockholders  in  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia,  (6tA  January  1840.) 

Thomas  W.  Gilmer,  5  shares. 

Richard  E.  Byrd,  2 

Arthur  Smith,  13  •« 

Alexander  Fiuhugh,  14 

34  shares. 


Statement  shewing  the  indebtedness  of  the  Members  of  the  Virginia  Legislatvre  either  as  payers  or  endorsers,  on  the 

12/A  October  1839  and  on  the  1st  January  1840. 


A.  lulitidwli. 

U 

Si 
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a 
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Ro.  B.  Corbio, 
A.  Leybnrn, 
N.  E.  V«n«ble(  - 
VV.  ^White, 

* 

1000  00 

• 

1000  00 

• 

Ro.  B.  Corbin, 
A.  Lejbarn, 
N.  E.  Venable, 

J.  Michuix, 

580  00 
700  00 

200  00 

980  00 
700  00 

aoo  oo 

S.E.  Ven»W«ACo. 

a 

• 

1000  00 

RO.  A.  PAYNE, 
Discount  Clerk  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia. 
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Statbmbnt  shewing  the  Nanus  of  Members  of  the  House  of  Delegates  who  are  indebted  to  the  Office  of  Discount  and 
Deposit  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  Petersburg,  as  individuals  and  as  members  of  Firms,  and  their  liabili- 
ties as  endorsers  on  the  l&th  October  1839  and  6th  January  1840. 


15th  October  1839. 

6»h  January  1840. 

Payer. 

LtiidorMr* 

Payer. 

Creed  Haskins,  (individual) 
N.  E.  Venable  &  Co.  (firm) 
Thomas  Whitworth,  (individual) 
Wbitworth  &  Archer,  (firm) 
John  F.  May,  (individual) 

300  00 
6300  00 
7900  00 

600  00 

13721  46 
1712  60 
2500  00 

300  00 
6300  00 
7900  00 

600  00 

12500  00 
1712  50 
2500  00 

N.  B.  The  endorsement  of  Mr.  May  is  for  a  friend  in  which  he  has  no  interest  other  than  his  liability. 

WM.  CLARKE,  Cashier. 


Resolution  from  the  House  of  Delegates. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  banks  of  this  commonwealth  be  required  to  communicate  to  this  house  a  state- 
ment shewing  the  names  of  the  members  of  this  house  who  on  this  day  are  indebted  to  the  banks  in  their  indi- 
vidual capacity  or  as  members  of  firms.  The  amount  of  their  liability  as  principal  and  as  endorser,  and  whe- 
ther the  amount  of  their  indebtedness  or  liability  as  endorsers  has  been  increased  since  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  some  of  the  banks  in  October  last. 


NiMH. 

An  Ttjen. 

Ai  Endorwr* 

Total  Liability. 

Increase  einca 

Joseph  Hiden,  - 
Oscar  M.  Crutchfield, 
Rob.  E.  Scott, 
Edw.  T.  Tayloc,  - 
Alex.  Fitzhugh,  - 

400  00 
150  00 

m 

— 

2150  00 

250  00 

550  00 
290  00 

2550  00 
150  00 
250  00 
550  00 
290  00 

550  00 

3240  00 

3790  00 

Id  obedience  to  the  resolutian  of  the  house  of  delegates  the  cashier  of  tbe  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of 
the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Fredericksburg,  has  the  honour  to  report  the  above  statement  which  furnishes 
all  the  information  called  for  by  said  resolution. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


HUGH  M.  PATTON,  Cashier. 

January  14,  1840. 
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EXCHANGE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA. 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 
January  20,  1840. 

SIR, 

I  transmit  herewith  for  the  information  of  the  general  assembly,  a  quarterly  statement  to  the  31st 
December  last,  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

¥bur  ob'tlt  servant, 

DAVID  CAMPBELL. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegate. 


EXCHANGE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 
Jakcary  16,  1840. 

SIR, 


In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  law  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  you  herewith  the  quarterly 
statement  of  this  institution. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  ob'dt  serv't, 

W.  SOUTHGATE,  Cashier. 

To  his  Excellency  David  Campbell, 
Governor  of  Virginia. 
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GENERAL  STATEMENT  of  the  CONDITION  of  the  EXCHANGE  BANK 


Loans  in 


At  Exchange  Bank,  - 
Office,  Richmond, 
Do.  Petersburg, 
Do.  Clarkesville, 


l^cdi  Note*  and  BilU. 


436,900  93 

448,586  99 

442,571  21 

1S5.398  75 


1,513,457  68 


36,378  71 
200,917  21 
206,221  85 

52,622  59 


496,140  36 


On  personal  security,  - 

Do.  do.  and  stock  pledged, 
Do.       do.       and  deeds  of  trust, 

Suspended  debt  at  office  in  Richmond, 

Stock  issued  by  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  - 

Interest  due  the  31st  December  1839, 

Due  from  other  banks  in  account, 

in  notes  of  Virginia  banks, 
in  notes  of  banks  elsewhere, 


Real  estate  at  Exchange  Bank, 
Office,  Petersburg, 
Do.  Clarkesville, 

Expenses  at  the  offices  since  30th  November  last, 
Specie  at  Exchange  Bank, 

Office  in  Richmond, 
Do.  Petersburg, 
Do.  Clarkesville, 

In  Gold, 

Silver  and  cents, 


2,520,145  14 


473,279  64 
649,504  20 
648,793  06 
238,021  34 


1,719,040  36 
264,050  88 
26,507  00 


28S.000  00 
8,640  00 

96,498  04 
86,239  00 
23,604  00 


15,520  40 
13,117  99 
8,363  90 


58,953  26 
83,765  33 
68,611  22 
61,703  91 

148,690  61 
114,343  11 


2.009.59S  24 


7,565  86 
296,640  00 

206,341  04 


37,002  29 
2,376  05 


263,033  JS 


$2,822,557  » 
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3 


OF  VIRGINIA  and  Branch*,  on  the  ZUt  December  1839. 


Capital  stock,  viz : 

Subscribed  by  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia, 
individuals, 

Whole  number  of  shares  subscribed, 

Remaining  unpaid : 

By  the  commonwealth,  1550 
individuals  on  1G7  " 


fionus  No.  1  and  2, 
Dividend  on  No.  1, 


Distribution  at  office  in  Richmond, 
do.  Petersburg, 
do.  Clarkesville, 
Remaining  at  Exchange  Bank,  - 

Circulation,  viz : — At  Exchange  Bank, 
Office  Richmond, 
do.  Petersburg, 
do.  Clarkesville, 

Due  to  other  banks,  - 
Public  deposits,  - 
Dividends  unclaimed, 

Individual  deposits,  viz : — At  Exchange  Bank, 

Office  Richmond, 
do.  Petersburg, 
do.  Clarkesville, 


1,135,610  54 

Balances  in  accounts  of  Exchange  Bank  and  branches, 
Contingent  fund,  - 

Discount  and  interest  at  the  offices  since  30th  November, 
Exchange 

Profit  and  loss,  - 


9000  shares  900,000  00 
8488     "       848,800  00 


Paid  in, 


17483 

155,000  00 
10,687  19 


6,918  18 
75  15 


83,758  75 
137,779  60 
130,635  39 

21,097  33 


1,748,800  00 

165,687  19 
1,583,112  81 

5,993  33 

415,000  00 
415,000  00 
166,000  00 
593,106  14 

95,760  00 
184,440  00 
204,060  00 
179,655  00 

968  00 


373,171  07 


1,589,106  14 


663,915  00 
91,677  81 
5,878  66 


374,139  07 

6,154  73 
24,674  63 
8,508  50 
4,329  98 
54,272  78 

$2,622,657  20 
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RETURN  REQUIRED  BY  LAW. 


1.  Amount  of  capital  stock  actually  paid  in, 

And  additional  stock,  bonus 

2.  Value  of  real  estate,  cost 

3.  Amount  of  stock  subscribed,  17,488 

Do.     remaining  unpaid  on  1,717 


1,583,112  81 
5,918  18 


shares, 
do. 


1,748,800  00 
165,687  19 


4.  Total  amount  of  debts  due  to  the  bank,  ... 

5.  Total  amount  of  debts  due  from  the  bank,  independently  of  the  stockholders, 

6.  Exchange  will  appear  in  the  account  annexed. 

7.  Bad  and  doubtful  debts  at  Richmond,  ... 

8.  Amount  of  gold  and  silver  coin,  say  gold  - 

silver  &c. 

9.  Amount  of  money  deposited  by  public  officers, 

"  individuals, 


10.  Amount  of  bills  in  circulation,  v 


iz : 


In 


At  Exchange  Bank, 
Richmond  Office, 
Petersburg  do. 
Clarkesville  do. 


100V 

50*. 

90'*. 

15  j. 

10*. 

206 

465 

944 

85S 

2016 

467 

755 

2008 

1660 

3493 

616 

1613 

2098 

3243 

707 

823 

1272 

1541 

1926 

1996 

2969 

5837 

6157 

10677 

11.  Bills  on  band  of  banks  incorporated  by  the  state, 

12.  Do.         do.  do.  elsewhere, 

13.  Rate  and  amount  of  the  last  dividends  of  proGts  on  the  7th  January  1840 ; 

On  15,938  shares  at  $3,  - 

And  on  $5918  18,  additional  stock,  last  bonus,  in  proportion, 


Less  bonus  to  the  state, 

Net  dividend  at  $2  75, 

14.  Surplus  or  contingent  fund  on  the  31st  Dec'r  '39, 

Add'l  7th  Jan'y  '40, 


148,690  61 
114,343  11 

6,878  66 
374,139  07 


95,760  00 
184,440  00 
204,060  00 
179,655  00 


86,239  00 
23,604  00 


47,814  00 
177  55 

47.991  66 
3,999  30 

43.992  25 

24,574  63 
6,281  23 


1,599,030  99 
37,002  29 


1,683,112  SI 
2,520,145  14 
1,135,610  54 

7,565  86 


263,033  72 
380,017  73 


663,915  00 
109,843  00 


30,865  76 


W.  SOUTHGATE,  Cat. 


Digitized  by  Google 


[Doc.  No.  34.] 
EXCHANGE  ACCOUNT. 


At  Exchange  Dank : 

Oq  9  7,785  95  northern  funds  it  J  per  cent,  -  38  91 

915  00  southern  funds  at  1  )    do.  •  13  72 

550  00      do.      do.     2£    do.  -  13  75 
31,851  84  specie,  bought  at  5  a  74  in  current 

funds,       -                       .  ■  2,166  78 

«  31st  December  1839,            -  -  902  28 


3,135  44 


At  Richmond  office : 
On  $  9,295  49  northern  funds  Baltimore  and  Phila- 
delphia J,  New  York  7  a  10  per  cent.  351  65 
On  1 40,721  22  foreign  exchange,       -             -  1111 
Balance  carried  to  profit  and  loss  30th  November,  5,178  36 
Balance  31st  December  1839,            -            -  2,524  71 


At  Petersburg  office : 
Balance  carried  to  profit  and  loss  30th 
Balance  31st  December  1839, 


8,065  83 


,  2,3*3  28 
-     520  16 


At  Clarkes?  ille 
Balance  carried  to  profit  and  loss  30th 
i  31st  * 


,        72  52 
83 


1455  35 


At  Exchange  Bank: 
Balance  on  30th  September  1839, 
On  $4,841  91  northern  funds 


1,354  67 


at  i  per  cent., 

•   24  20 

20,671  01 

do. 

1 

do. 

206  69 

750  00 

do. 

2 

do. 

15  00 

770  00 

do. 

3 

do. 

23  10 

1,412  00 

do. 

5 

do. 

70  60 

3,000  00 

do. 

? 

do. 

165  00 

183  13 

do. 

do. 

12  82 

2,000  00 

do. 

9 

do. 

180  00 

3,479  00 

do. 

10 

do. 

347  90 

2,000  00 

do. 

12 

do. 

240  00 

2,000  00 

do. 

12A  do. 

250  00 

do. 

for 

28  06 

On  $1,150  01  southern  funds 
at  1  per  cent., 
7,532  00  do. 
2,278  00  do. 
200  00   do.    3  do. 

Gain  on  gold, 


1,563  37 


H  do. 
2J  do. 


11  50 
112  94 
56  96 
6  00 


187  40 
30  00 


3,135  44 

At  Richmond  office : 
Balance  30ih  September  1839,         -  2,181  56 
On  9  181,051  23  chiefly  northern  funds 
at  from  5  to  8  per  cent,  on  New  York, 
and  £  to  1  p.  cent,  on  the  other  places,  5,734  80 
On  1 64,044  96  foreign  exchange,    -     149  47 


At  Petersburg  office : 
Balance  on  30th  September  1S39, 
On  98.752  00  northern  funds 


8,065  83 


-    1,024  57 


at  £  per  cent. 

• 

21  88 

45,716  00 

do. 

do. 

228  58 

4,873  34 

do. 

i 

do. 

36  55 

18,172  00 

do. 

i 

do. 

181  72 

8,984  00 

do. 

3 

do. 

179  68 

236  00 

do. 

3 

do. 

7  08 

8,267  75 

do. 

4 

do. 

330  71 

16,409  40 

do. 

5 

do. 

820  47 

370  00 

do. 

6 

do. 

22  20 

2,853  44 


At  Clarkesville  office  : 
Balance  on  30th  September  1839, 
On  9  100  00  New  York  funds  at  1$  per 
cent.,  ... 
433  50      do.       10  do. 
Gain  on  gold, 

On    866  00  Baltimore  funds  at  £  per 
cent.,  ... 
1,500  00  Philadelphia  do.     J  do. 
2,450  00  New  York     do.    10  do. 
1.8110  00       do.         do.     7  do. 


18  92 

1  50 

43  35 
8  75 

4  33 
7  50 
2?5  00 
126  00 

455  35 


in  general 
JNO.  SOUTHGATE, 


902  28 


2,524  71 


16 


9  4,329  98 


President  pro  tan. 
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We,  the  subscribers,  directors  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia,  have  examined  the  aforegoing  aco 
and  statements,  and  certify  that  they  exhibit  an  accurate  and  just  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  bank  as  it 
existed  on  1st  day  of  January  1840. 

JNO.  SOUTHGATE, 
GEORGE  M'INTOSH, 
GEO.  WILSON, 
SAM.  W.  PAUL, 
THOMAS  F.  ANDREWS, 
JAMES  CORNICE, 
W.  J.  HARDY, 
RICH'D  DICKSON. 

Norfolk  Borough,  to  wit: 

This  day  personally  appeared  before  me,  an  alderman  of  said  borough,  Wright  Soutbgate,  cashier  of  tbe 
Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia,  who  made  oath  that  the  annexed  statements  contain  an  accurate  and  just  account 
of  the  state  and  condition  of  said  bank  as  it  existed  on  the  1st  day  of  January  1840. 
Given  under  my  band  and  seal  this  15th  duy  of  January  1840. 

GEO.  WILSON,  (Seal.) 
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BANK  OF  VIRGINIA— BRANCH  AT  NORFOLK. 

* 

OFFICE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 

Norfolk,  January  14,  1840.  - 

Geo.  W.  Mux-ford,  Esqr. 
DEAR  SIR, 

I  have  just  received  your  favour  of  the  6th  enclosing  two  resolutions  of  the  committee 
on  banks,  Sec.,  and  annex  the  statement  required,  viz : 

1st.  On  the  1st  of  October  last  the  aggregate  indebtedness  of  our  board,  consisting  of  thirteen 

directors,  amounted  to  41,970  00 

And  on  the  1st  of  January  1840,       -  39,785  00 

Curtailed,         •  -         $2,186  00 

Of  this  amount  about  $  6000  was  on  personal  security  and  the  balance  on  pledges  of  bank  stock. 
2nd.  We  do  not  know  of  a  stockholder  who  is  a  member  of  tbe  legislature  and  indebted  to  us  one  dollar. 


Yours  respectfully, 

THOM.  WILLIAMSON,  Catkier. 

The  above  is  correct. 

WILLIAM  B.  LAMB,  Pres't. 


SIR, 


BANK  OF  THE  VALLEY  IN  VIRGINIA— BRANCH  AT  ROMNEY. 

ROMNEY,  Januaby  16,  1840. 


In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  committee  on  banks,  I  now  make  the  following  report : 
The  aggregate  indebtedness  of  the  board  at  this  office  on  the  day  of  suspension,  14th  October  1839,  was 
132,782,  and  on  the  1st  day  of  January  1840  tbe  indebtedness  of  the  board  remained  the 


JOHN  B.  WHITE,  President 

Office  of  Valley  Bank  at  Romney. 

N.  E.  Vknablk,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  Committee. 
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STATEMENT 

Of  the  Northwestern  Bank  of  Virginia  shewing  the  members  of  the  Legislature  who  are  stockJiolders 
in  the  Bank,  and  their  indebtedness  as  individuals  or  as  members  of  firms. 


NORTHWESTERN  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 
Wheeling,  January  14,  1840. 

Geo.  W.  Munford,  Esq.,  C.  H.  D.: 
DEAR  SIR, 

I  transmit  the  information  called  for  by  resolution  of  the  house  of  dele- 
gates on  6th  instant. 

I  am, 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

J.  LIST,  Cash'r. 


Statement  of  the  N.  W.  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Wheeling,  Virginia,  January  Uth,  1840. 


NAMES. 

SlOCk  nw„l 

Liabilities 

u  debtors. 

Liabilities 
as  endorser!. 

Total  liabilities  ss 
payers  and  endorsers. 

James  M.  Stephenson, 

Moses  C.  Good,  ... 

Wm.  M.  Connell,  ... 

2000  00 

300  00 
550  00 
100  00 

100  00 
420  00 
■ 

400  00 
970  00 
100  00 

$  350  of  this  borro'd 
on  the  2Slh  Nov. 
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FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA 


FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 
Richmond,  January  20,  1840. 

SIR, 

In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  house  of  delegates  passed  on  the  6th  inst.  requiring  the  banks  of 
this  commonwealth  to  communicate  to  the  house  a  statement  shewing  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  house 
who  arc  stockholders  and  the  number  of  shares  held  by  each,  also  the  amounts  of  their  liabilities  at  the  times 
and  in  the  manner  therein  stated,  this  bank  has  heretofore  reported  in  behalf  of  the  mother  bank  and  branches 
at  Petersburg  and  Fredericksburg,  and  1  have  now  the  honour  to  enclose  further  returns  this  day  received  from 
all  the  other  branches  of  this  institution,  viz :  at  Norfolk,  Lynchburg,  Winchester  and  Danville. 

I  am,  with  high  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  BLAIR,  Cashier. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  Howe  of  Delegate*. 


BRANCH  AT  NORFOLK. 

The  Cashier  of  the  Office  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Norfolk,  states  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Delegates,  pasted  January  6th,  1840,  that  the  only  members  of  that  house  who  are  indebted  to  the  said  office  are 
the  following,  viz : 

Due  by  Joseph  T.  Allyn  in  October  1839,  -  -  -  $  1897  50 

And  which  amount  has  been  since  decreased  to  -  -         $  1857  50 

Liability  of  the  same  as  endorser  in  October  1839,     ....  2959  00 

And  which  amount  has  been  since  decreased  to  -  -  2912  00 

Due  by  Sam'l  Watts  and  by  S.  &  W.  Watts,  -  -  -  -  354  00 


Office  Farmers  Bank  of  Va.  Norfolk,  January  15th,  1S40. 


h.  woodis,  Cos- 


branch  AT  LYNCHBURG 

A  Statement  shewing  the  names  of  Members  of  the  House  of  Delegates  who  are  indebted  to  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia at  Lynchburg,  in  their  individual  capacities  and  as  members  of  firms. 

Wm.  M.  Burwell  in  his  individual  capacity  does  not  owe  anything,  he  is  a  partner  of  a  firm  in  Lynchburg 
whose  indebtedness  was 

On  the  12th  Oct'r  1839,  payer  $5965  08  endorser  $  3274  16 
On  the    1st  Jan'y  1840,   do.      3103  15     do.        2806  98 
Thos.  P.  Mitchell  is  one  of  the  securities  in  a  bond  for  $  6000,  these  being  the  only  members  who  are  in- 
debted to  this  bank. 

A.  TOMPKINS,  Cashier. 
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BRANCH  AT  WINCHESTER. 

the  Memhert  of  the  Home  of  Delegates  in  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia, 


NAMES. 

Liability  u 

draw  [T 

Liability  aa 

Liability 
aa  drawer  aine* 

Liability  aa 

Wm.  C.  Wortbington, 
Richard  E.  Byrd,  - 
Edmund  P.  Hunter, 
Nath'l  Burwell, 

6S0  00 
666  00 

— 

300  00 
3660  00 

3600  00 

6116  00* 

•$1516  of  this  amount  which 
was  discounted  since  the  sus- 
pension has  been  paid. 

GEO.  ORRICK,  Cath'r, 

By  Geo.  Sbevers,  Teller. 


BRANCH  AT  DANVILLE. 


DEAR  SIR, 


FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 
Danville,  Jan'y  14,  1840. 


In  responding  to  the  enquiries  contained  in  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  bouse  of  delegates 
on  the  6tb,  and  communicated  in  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  I  beg  leave  to  state : 

That  J  no.  Keen  &  Son,  of  which  firm  the  delegate  from  this  county  of  that  name  is  a  member,  was  in- 
debted to  this  office  at  the  period  specified  in  the  said  resolution  in  the  sum  ot  $  1050,  and  that  the  said  Jno. 
Keen  was  liable  at  the  same  time  as  endorser  in  the  sum  of  $  1900,  his  liability  as  such  having  been  reduced 
$  85  since  the  suspension.  That  Jno.  C.  Staples  the  delegate  from  the  county  of  Patrick  was  at  the  same  pe- 
riod indebted  in  the  sum  of  $800,  having  reduced  his  debt  since  the  suspension  $200.  And  tbat  William  M. 
Burwell,  one  of  the  delegates  from  the  county  of  Bedford,  was  liable  at  the  same  time  as  endorser  with  sis  other 
gentlemen,  on  a  note  for  the  sum  of  $20,000,  and  which  has  not  been  increased  since  the  suspension. 

I  am  very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 


J.  G.  Blair,  Esq.,  Cos. 


JAMES  LANIER,  Cat. 
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NORTHWESTERN  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA. 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 
January  21,  1840. 

SIR, 

I  transmit  for  the  information  of  the  general  assembly,  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  North- 
western Bank  of  Virginia  and  its  branches  at  Wellsburg  and  Parkersburg  on  the  1st  instant. 

I  am  very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

DAVID  CAMPBELL. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 


NORTHWESTERN  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 
Wheeling,  January  14,  1840. 

D.  Campbell,  Esq.,  Gov.  : 
DEAR  SIR, 

I  enclose  to  you  a  statement  of  this  bank  and  its  branches  on  the  1st  inst., 
And  am, 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

J.  LIST,  Cash'r. 
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at  WelUburg  and  Parkertburg  Virginia,  Jan.  1, 1840. 


Promissory  notes,  -  -  671,808  19 
Bills  ol  exchange,  of  which 

9  1100  is  bad,     •         -    146,291  39 

Real  estate,  .... 
Virginia  6  per  cent,  stock, 
Due  by  other  banks, 

Due  by  L.  Bur  foot,  treasurer,  inst.  on  stock, 

Specie,  silver  and  gold, 

Bank  notes: 

Incorporated  by  the  state,  •  9,309  00 
Incorporated  by  other  states,      22,276  00 


818,099  58 
20,283  18 
88,582  00 
20,604  32 
2,657  46 

112,107  30 


31,585  00 
$  1,093,918  84 


Capital  stock, 

Bills  in  circulation,  $  5  notes, 
10  " 

20  " 


Due  mm' it h  of  Virginia  on 
Surplus  fund, 
Due  to  other  banks, 
Dividend  No.  36  on  f  733,800 
Wheeling  Savings  institution, 
Pension  agency, 
Depositors, 


38,100 
156,040 
12,240 
11,800 


734,900  00 


218,180  00 
35  00 
11,266  87 
35,904  55 
22,014  00 
1,513  66 
2,243  59 
67,861  17 


$1,093,918  84 


The  dividend  declared  for  the  last  6  months  was  3  per  cent. 

The  amount  of  profits  arising  from  exchanges  and  premiums  for  the  last  6  months  was  $  4416  23. 


Attest, 


ARCH'D  WOODS, 

SAM'L  SPRIGG, 

WM.  B.  ATTERBURY, 

R.  C.  WOODS, 

W.  B.  TYSON, 

A.  M.  PHILLIPS, 


Directors  of  the  Northwestern  Bank  of  Virginia. 


Ohio  County,  Virginia  t 

Personally  appeared  before  me  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  county,  John  List,  cashier,  who  being 
duly  affirmed  accordiog  to  law  declared  that  the  foregoing  statement  was  just  and  true  to  the  bent  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 
Given  under  my  hand  this  13th  day  of  January  1840. 


GEO.  DULTY,  J.  P. 
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LITERARY  FUND. 


OFFICE  OF  THE  LITERARY  FUND, 
20th  Januarv  1840. 


SIR, 


Enclosed  is  a  communication  for  the  bouse  of  delegates,  which  you  will  please  lay  before  that  body. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 


Very  respectfully, 


Your  most  obedient  servant, 


DAVID  CAMPBELL, 


President  of  the  Literary  Fund. 


To  the  honourable  the  Speaker  of  the  Home  of  Delegates. 


Memorial  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Literary  Fund  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia. 
Your  memorialists  respectfully  represent : 

That  Martin  Dawson  of  ihe  coumy  of  Albemarle  died  possessed  of  a  large  real  and  personal  estate.  He 
left  a  will  by  which  he  liberated  his  negroes,  gave  special  legacies  to  his  relations,  and  devised  the  residue  of 
his  estate  real  and  personal  to  establish  three  seminaries  of  learning,  and  in  the  event  of  that  devise  failing,  he 
devised  the  residue  aforesaid  to  his  executors  "to  be  used  in  constituting  a  part  of  the  Literary  fund  of  the  state 
of  Virginia — two  thirds  of  the  interest  on  it  to  be  used  by  the  school  commissioners  of  Albemarle  in  the  same 
way  the  fund  allotted  for  the  said  county  is  used  ;  the  other  one  third  of  the  interest  on  it  to  be  appropriated 
and  used  by  the  school  commissioners  for  the  county  of  Nelson  in  the  same  way — and  from  lime  to  time,  as  the 
legislature  may  think  advisable,  the  principal  to  be  "used  for  like  objects  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  counties  in  the 
same  proportions  as  the  interest  is  directed  to  be  used." 

A  copy  of  the  will  of  Martin  Dawson  is  hereto  annexed  marked  A. 

A  suit  was  instituted  in  the  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery  for  Albemarle  county  by  the  heirs 
and  distributees  of  Martin  Dawson  to  have  these  devises  declared  void  and  the  estate  distributed.  The  presi- 
dent and  directors  of  the  Literary  fund  were  made  defendants  to  this  bill,  and  asserted  the  validity  of  the  devise. 

The  judge  of  the  circuit  superior  court  of  Albemarle  decreed  that  the  devise  was  void,  and  that  the  heirs 
and  distributees  were  entitled  to  the  estate.  From  this  decree  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Literary  fund 
appealed.  The  court  of  appeals  reversed  the  decree  of  the  judge  of  the  court  below,  and  decided  that  the  es- 
tate was  given  by  the  will  to  the  executors  in  trust  (or  the  purpose  of  procuring  an  act  of  assembly  with  the  ne- 
cessary provisions  for  constituting  the  funds  devised  a  part  of  the  Literary  fund  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
terms,  provisions  and  conditions  of  ihe  will. 

A  copy  of  the  opinion  delivered  by  the  president  of  the  court,  which  was  concurred  in  by  the  other  judges, 
marked  B.,  and  a  copy  of  the  decree  of  the  court  marked  C,  are  herewith  submitted. 

The  president  and  directors  of  the  Literary  fund  are  advised  that  although  in  the  opinion  of  the  court  it  is 
declared  to  be  the  especial  duty  of  the  executors  to  apply  for  a  law  to  carry  the  devise  into  effect,  yet  that  a  law 
passed  by  the  legislature  without  such  application  l>y  the  executors  would  be  valid,  and  feeling  it  to  be  incum- 
bent on  them  as  far  as  may  be  in  their  power  to  carry  out  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  testator,  they  havo 
determined  to  present  the  subject  to  the  general  assembly. 
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The  decision  of  this  case  shews  that  the  act  of  incorporation  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Literary 
fund  is  insufficient  to  enable  them  to  take  and  hold  property  devised  to  thctn  for  the  special  use  of  the  school 
commissioners  of  any  county  of  the  commonwealth.  They  therefore  pray  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing 
them  to  receive  and  hold  the  estate  of  Martin  Dawson  for  the  objects  sjiecified  in  the  17th  section  of  bis  will, 
and  out  of  the  same  to  defray  such  expenses  as  have  already  been  and  may  be  hereafter  incurred  by  them  in 
sustaining  this  devise,  including  special  compensation  to  the  attorney  general  for  his  services,  and  so  enlarging 
their  povvprs  thai  they  may  in  future  take  devises  made  to  them  for  the  use  of  the  school  commissioners  of  any 
county  of  the  commonwealth  or  for  the  purposes  of  education,  and  to  bold  and  apply  such  devises  on  the  term* 
and  in  the  manner  directed  in  the  respective  wills  making  or  containing  such  devises. 

DAVID  CAMPBELL, 

Office  of  the  Literary  Fund, 
16/A  Junuurtj  1840. 


(A.) 

MARTIN  DAWSON'S  WILL. 

In  the  name  of  God,  amen  :  I,  Martin  Dawson  of  the  county  of  Albemarle  being  in  perfect  health  and  of 
sound  mind  and  memory,  but  not  knowing  at  what  time  it  may  please  Cod  to  call  me  from  this  life,  do  make 
and  ordain  litis  my  last  will  and  testament,  hereby  revoking  all  former  wills  and  testaments  by  me  made,  vii: 
I  after  this  lite  consign  my  body  to  the  earth  and  my  soul  to  my  God — hoping  through  tl»e  mercies  of  Jesus 
Christ  my  redeemer  to  receive  forgiveness  of  my  sins,  and  do  devise  what  worldly  goods  it  bath  pleased  God  to 
endow  me  with  in  the  following  manner,  viz: 

1st.  It  is  my  will  and  desire  that  all  my  just  debts  and  funeral  expenses  be  first  paid  out  of  my  estate.  I 
at  this  time  owe,  as  will  appear  from  my  books,  three  thousand  four  hundred  and  six  dollars  and  six  cents. 
The  amount  on  my  books  of  M.  and  E.  Dawson's  heirs,  and  Elijah  Dawson,  to  be  deducted  from  the  sums  1 
owe  said  estates. 

2d.  It  is  my  will  and  desire  that  what  slaves  I  may  depart  this  life  the  owner  of  be  emancipated  by  my 
executors  antl  removed  to  some  part  of  the  world  where  slavery  is  not  tolerated,  and  from  my  present  view  the 
settlement  in  Africa  of  the  African  colonization  society  is  the  most  advisable;  and  for  the  object  of  so  removing 
them  and  finding  them  with  the  necessaries  of  life,  my  executors  is  to  use  of  my  estate  for  each  slave  so  eman- 
cipated, two  hundred  dollars.  Should  it  be  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  country  to  emancipate  slaves  at  my 
death,  and  such  leave  cannot  be  obtained,  or  should  any  of  the  slaves  I  may  depart  this  life  owner  of  choose 
to  remain  slaves  at  (or  before)  the  expiration  of  twelve  months  after  my  death,  such  as  choose  to  remain  slaves 
to  be  sold  in  families  and  to  be  allowed  to  choose  their  masters  so  far  as  practicable ;  for  ibis  object  my  estate 
to  remain  together  twelve  months  after  my  death  except  the  perishable  parts  thereof. 

3d.  My  deceased  brother  Pleasant  Dawson  by  his  Inst  will  left  his  estate  to  me,  but  devised  such  parts  aj 
I  might  not  use  to  Pleasant  L.  Dawson,  which  said  Pleasant  L.  hath  since  departed  ibis  life,  but  bath  left  legal 
issue.  Such  parts  of  the  said  estate  as  I  may  not  use  during  my  life  it  is  my  w  ill  and  desire  be  equally  divided 
between  said  Pleasant  L.'s  children  and  their  heirs  after  the  death  or  marriage  of  his  widow,  who  is  to  enjoy 
said  estate  during  her  widowhood  after  my  death  only. 

4th.  1  give  to  beloved  brother  John  S.  Dawson  deceased's  children  surviving  at  my  death  two  thousand 
dollars,  to  be  equally  divided  between  such  survivors. 

5th.  I  give  to  my  beloved  brother  Benjamin  Dawson  two  thousand  dollars,  and  should  said  Benjamin  de- 
part this  life  before  I  do,  I  then  giv  said  sum  to  his  eldest  surviving  son,  he  paying  each  of  his  surviving  bro- 
thers and  sisters  their  equal  parts  of  same. 

6th.  I  give  to  my  beloved  sister  Susanna  Adams,  if  living  at  my  death,  two  thousand  dollars — if  deceased, 
I  then  give  said  sum  to  her  eldest  surviving  son,  he  paying  each  of  his  surviving  brothers  and  sisters  their  equal 
parts  of  the  same. 

7th.  I  give  to  my  beloved  sister  Polly  Adams  a  like  sum  and  in  a  like  manner. 
8th.  I  give  to  my  beloved  sister  Elizabeth  Ford  a  like  sum  and  in  a  like  manner. 

9th.  I  give  to  my  beloved  sister  Nancy  White  what  she  owes  tnc,  which  is  about  two  thousand  dollars,  to 
be  disposed  of  as  she  may  think  advisable. 
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lOlli.  I  give  to  the  daughters  of  my  dcceosctl  sister  Priscilla,  viz:  Sally  Dawson  and  Elizabeth  Faber,  or 
the  survivor  of  them  at  my  death,  two  thousand  dollars,  to  be  (if  both  living)  equally  divided  between  them — if 
not,  the  survivor  and  survivor's  heirs  the  whole  of  the  said  two  thousand  dollars,  to  be  used  as  they  choose.  A 
payment  by  my  executors  of  the  resjwetive  said  sums  to  each  of  my  said  brothers  and  sisters  if  living,  and  if 
not  to  their  eldest  surviving  son,  must  be  a  sullicicnt  acquittal  to  said  executors  for  and  on  account  of  such  pay- 
ment, trusting  that  such  sons  will  apply  it  as  required. 

11  ill.  1  give  the  Uivanna  navigation  company  my  thirty  shares  of  their  slock  to  me  belonging. 

12th.  I  give  the  Rivanna  river  and  Rockfish  turnpike  company  my  five  shares  of  their  stock  to  me  be- 
longing. 

1 3th.  I  hereby  direct  my  executors  (if  not  before  purchased)  to  purchase  ten  acres  of  land  where  my  fa- 
ther, mother  and  other  relations  it  buried  in  the  couniy  of  Nelson,  to  he  forever  held  and  known  by  the  name  of 
John  Dawson  and  family's  grave-yard,  and  to  have  a  sufficient  quantity  of  the  same  for  the  said  object  well 
enclosed  with  durable  stone  wall,  in  w  hich  it  is  my  wish  for  my  remains  to  be  decently  interred. 

14th.  1  give  my  tract  of  land  called  College  estate,  lying  within  three  miles  of  Uuiversiiy  of  Virginia  on 
Buiscuit  run,  containing  upwards  of  five  hundred  acres,  to  the  rector  and  visitors  of  the  said  University  of  Vir- 
ginia and  their  successors  in  oliice  for  the  use  of  fuel,  &c.  for  the  university  forever. 

15th.  I  give  to  my  relation  and  friend  William  W.  Dawson  my  wearing  apparrcl,  books,  watch,  horse  and 
saddle,  also  the  goods  I  may  have  in  the  hands  of  William  W.  Dawson  &  Co.  unsold  at  my  death,  also  my  part 
of  the  profits  in  the  mercantile  concern  of  William  W.  Dawson  &  Co.,  he  paying  for  my  stock  and  the  sums 
allowed  him  for  his  services  with  interest,  in  which  concern  1  became  a  partner  for  no  other  object  but  to  pro- 
mote the  said  William's  interest)  and  therefore  I  relinquish  my  right  to  the  profits. 

lGih.  It  is  my  will  and  desire  that  the  balance  of  my  estate  real  and  personal,  be  used  by  my  executors  for 
the  purpose  of  creeling  three  seminaries  of  learning  :  one  on  my  tract  of  land  called  Belle  Air ;  one  on  my  tract 
of  land  around  the  town  of  Milton,  my  lots  in  said  town  to  be  "taken  as  a  part ;  one  in  the  county  of  Nelson,  as 
near  the  grave-yard  in  this  mentioned,  as  a  proper  site  can  be  procured  :  said  tracts  of  land  as  ulso  the  one  to 
be  procured,  to  forever  remain  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  seminaries  of  learning.  Said  seminaries  to 
be  called  by  such  names  as  my  execulnrs  may  think  proper — and  to  be  calculated  for  about  I  billy  students,  and 
the  necessary  buildings  for  teachers,  which  1  suppose  may  be  erected  for  about  ten  thousand  dollars  each. 
Should  my  estate  fall  short,  the  improvements  to  be  in  proportion  to  it ;  should  it  produce  more,  the  overplus  to 
be  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  seminaries,  in  equal  proportions,  to  be  used  for  the  education  of  such  youth  as  u 
not  able  to  pay  teacher's  fees;  and  I  should  be  greatly  gratified  if  in  the  course  of  education  adopted  at  tho 
said  schools,  a  certain  proportion  of  each  day  could  be  appropriated  to  labour  of  some  kind  or  other,  for  which 
ohject  said  plantations  u  very  well  calculated.  This  mode  of  education  seems  to  me  necossary  in  this  country. 
At  any  of  said  seminaries  my  relations  to  be  admitted  as  students  free  of  tuition  fees. 

17th.  Should  my  executors  fail  to  carry  into  cflcct  said  lGih  devise  for  seminaries  of  learning  (which  I 
hope  and  I  rust  they  will  not),  then  the  real  and  personal  estate  devised  for  said  objects  lo  be  used  by  my  execu- 
tors in  Constituting  a  part  of  the  literary  fund  of  the  slate  of  Virginia,  and  two  thirds  of  the  interest  on  it  to  be 
used  by  the  school  commissioners  for  the  county  of  Albemarle  in  the  same  way  the  school  fund  allotted  for  the 
said  couniy  is  used.  The  oilier  one  third  of  the  interest  on  it  to  be  appropriated  and  used  by  the  school  com- 
missioners (or  the  county  of  Nelson  in  the  same  way — and  from  time  to  time  as  the  legislature  may  think  advi- 
sable, the  principal  may  Iks  used  tor  like  objects,  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  counties,  in  same  proportions  as  the 
interest  is  directed  lo  be  used.    An  act  of  assembly  for  said  object,  supposed  can  be  obtained. 

18th.  Making  this,  strongly  impresses  on  my  mind  ihe  blessings  and  comforts  of  a  family — I  therefore 
strongly  recommend  my  faults  in  this  respect  to  be  avoided  by  others. 

19th.  Should  I  leave  legal  issue,  such  issue  to  be  entitled  to  the  whole  of  my  estate,  and  the  devises  afore- 
said to  have  no  eflcct,  and  ihoir  education  to  be  proportioned  to  my  estate. 

20th.  All  subjects  belonging  lo  me  are  mentioned  on  my  books,  ami  they  arc  balanced  yearly.  My  execu- 
tors need  not  go  back  beyond  the  last  balance  struck  on  my  books. 

21st  and  last.  I  do  hereby  constitute  and  appoint  my  friends  Henry  T.  Harris,  William  C.  Rives,  Alexan- 
der Rives  and  William  W.  Dawson  executors  to  this  my  last  will  and  testament,  who,  my  said  executors,  are 
hereby  authorized  to  dispose  of  all  my  estate  both  real  and  personal,  not  in  this  will  otherwise  disposed  of — 
such  sale  not  lo  lake  place  in  less  than  twelve  months  after  my  death,  except  the  perishable  parls.  I  would  ad- 
vise that  my  executor  H.  T.  Harris  attend  lo  the  seminary  of  learning  in  the  county  of  Nelson  and  the  emanci- 
pation of  the  slaves — my  execuiors  W.  C.  and  A.  Rives  nticnd  to  the  seminaries  of  learning  in  this  county — and 
that  my  executor  William  W.  Dawson  attend  to  the  payment  of  legacies.  In  witness  whereof,  I  hereto  set  my 
hand  and  affix  my  seal,  this  31st  day  of  July  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three,  and  in  the  sixty-first 
year  of  my  age. 

MARTIN  DAWSON  [Seal.] 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  by  Martin  Dawson 

to  be  his  last  will  and  testament,  in  presence  of 
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A  codicil  to  my  last  will  and  testament,  which  is  deposited  in  the  hands  of  Martin  Thatcher  for  safe  keep- 
ing— And  my  Belle  Air  estate  I  give  to  my  nephew  Benjamin  Dawson  for  the  equitable  support  and  maintenance 
of  the  slave  population  thereon.  I  give  Martin  Thatcher  one  thousand  live  hundred  dollars,  should  he  be  my 
survivor,  for  the  object  of  Gnishing  the  mill  he  is  now  at  work  upon. 

MARTIN  DAWSON  [Stal.) 

Teste, 

Charles  Carter, 
B.  F.  Randolph, 
Robert  C.  Wincfield. 

Btllc  Air,  May  22d,  1835. 


At  a  court  held  for  Albemarle  county  1st  day  of  June  1835,  an  instrument  of  writing  purporting  to  be  tbe 
last  will  and  testament  of  Martin  Dawson  dee'd,  was  produced  into  the  court,  and  it  being  proved  lo  the  satis- 
faction of  the  court  that  the  same  is  in  the  handwriting  of  the  testator,  by  the  oaths  of  Samuel  Carr,  Charlf5 
Carter  and  Robert  C.  Wingfield — Thereupon  the  same  together  with  the  codicil  thereto  annexed — being  proved 
by  the  oaths  of  Charles  Carter,  B.  F.  Randolph  and  Robert  C.  Wingfield,  witnesses  thereto,  is  ordered  to  be 
recorded. 

Teste, 

Ira  Garrett. 

♦ 

A  copy — Teste, 

IRA  GARRETT,  C 


(B.) 


DAWSON'S  HEIRS — OPINION  OF  THE  COURT. 

Literary  Fund 
vs. 

Dawson. 

Upon  more  mature  consideration  of  this  will,  I  am  of  opinion  thr.t  its  true  construction  re- 
moves every  difficulty  and  renders  unnecessary  the  consideration  of  various  questions  made  in  the  cause. 

First ;  I  shall  remark  that  according  to  my  apprehension  here  is  no  direct  devise  to  the  Literary  fund.  The 
effect  of  the  will  is  to  devise  the  estate  real  and  personal  to  the  executors,  for  they  arc  to  "  use  it  in  constituting 
a  part  of  the  Literary  fund."  The  testator  does  not  himself  constitute  the  estate  a  part  of  it,  for  he  had  m  ef- 
fect preferred  another  disposition,  and  it  was  only  in  failure  of  that  that  this  destination  was  given  to  it.  Hence 
he  finds  it  necessary  to  vest  the  power  of  disposition  in  the  executors.  They  are  to  constitute  the  estate  part  of 
the  Literary  fund.    And  the  exercise  of  this  power  implies  a  devise  to  them  for  the  purpose  declared. 

Secondly ;  I  understand  the  last  sentence  of  the  clause  in  these  words,  "  an  act  of  assembly  for  said  object 
supposed  can  be  obtained,"  as  extending  lo  the  whole  clause,  and  not  merely  to  the  provision  for  the  use  of  the 
principal.  1st.  Because  it  stands  in  a  separate  and  distinct  sentence  equally  applicable  to  the  whole  as  to  part 
of  the  clause.  2.  Because  it  was  equally  necessary  for  the  whole  as  for  part.  3.  Because  as  to  ihe  use  ol  the 
principal,  a  legislative  act  had  been  already  in  effect  adverted  to  by  the  words  "  from  time  to  lime  as  the  legis- 
lature may  think  advisable ;"  for  their  resolution  as  lo  that  mailer  could  only  be  declared  by  an  act  of  assembly 


Digitized  by  Google 


[Doc.  No.  39.]  5 

Thirdly ;  By  whom  is  the  act  to  be  obtained  ?  Clearly  by  those  to  whom  the  trust  is  confided  of  consti- 
tuting the  estate  a  part  of*  tho  Literary  fund,  that  is  by  the  executors. 

Thus  understood,  the  will  is  equivalent  to  a  devise  to  the  executors  of  his  real  and  personal  estate  in  trust 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  an  act  of  assembly  with  the  necessary  provisions  for  constituting  the  fundi  devised 
apart  of  the  Literary  fund  in  strict  conformity  with  the  terms,  provisions  and  conditions  of  the  will.  By  such 
an  act  of  assembly  all  the  difficulties  suggested  by  the  fertile  mind  of  the  counsel  w  ill  be  avoided,  and  the  be- 
nevolent intentions  of  the  testator  carried  into  complete  cHect.  And  as  this  net  is  to  be  obtained  by  I  lie  execu- 
tors, the  contingency  of  its  passage  is  within  a  life  or  lives  in  being,  and  therefore  not  loo  remote.  The  case  is 
thus  very  much  the  same  with  that  of  the  Sailors'  Snug  harbour.    3  Peters,  100. 

I  am  of  opinion  thai  the  decree  should  be  reversed  so  far  as  respects  the  declaration  that  the  devise  in  the 
17th  clause  of  the  will  is  void,  and  thai  the  bill  should  be  dismissed  with  costs  as  to  the  president  and  directors 
of  the  Literary  fund  without  prejudice  to  the  rights  of  the  parlies  or  to  their  assertion  of  them  hereafter  iu  the 
event  of  the  failure  to  procure  the  necessary  act  of  assembly  within  the  period  limited. 


(C) 

DAWSON'S  HEIRS — DECREE  OF  COURT  OF  APPEALS,  March  30,  1839. 

The  President  and  Directors  of  the  Literary  Fund,  A^qxllants, 
against 

William  W.  Dawson,  acting  cxcciUor  of  Martin  Damon  deceased,  Benjamin  Dawson  and  others,  the  heirs 

at  law  of  the  said  Martin  Dawson  deceased,  Ai>j>cllcct. 

Upon  an  appeal  from  a  decree  pronounced  bv  the  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery  held  for  Allrc- 
marle  county  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  October  1837,  in  a  suit  in  which  the  said  Benjamin  Daw>on  ami  others 
were  plaintiffs  and  the  ap|>cllnnts  and  others  were  defendants: 

This  day  came  the  parties  by  their  counsel,  and  the  court  having  mniurely  considered  the  transcript  of  the 
record  of  the  decree  aforesaid  and  the  arguments  of  counsel,  is  of  opinion  thai  so  much  of  the  said  decree 
as  decLurcs  that  the  devise  in  the  seventeenth  clause  of  the  will  of  the  testator,  Martin  Dawson  deceased,  is 
void,  is  erroneous;  therefore  it  is  decreed  and  ordered  that  the  said  decree,  so  fur  as  the  snine  is  above  drclsm  d 
to  be  erroneous,  be  reversed  and  annulled,  and  that  the  appellee  who  is  an  executor,  out  of  lire  estate  of  his  tes- 
tator in  his  hands  to  be  administered,  and  the  other  appellees  in  their  own  right,  do  pay  unto  the  appellants  the 
costs  expended  in  the  prosecution  of  the  appeal  aforesaid  here.  And  the  court  proceeding  to  pronounce  s;ich 
decree  in  lieu  of  that  part  reversed  ns  aforesaid,  as  the  said  circuit  superior  court  ought  to  have  pronounced,  it 
is  further  decreed  and  ordered  that  the  bill  as  to  the  uppellanls  be  dismissed,  anil  that  the  appellees  who  were 
plaintiffs  in  the  said  circuit  superior  court  do  pay  unto  the  appellants  their  costs  by  them  in  the  said  circuit  su- 
perior court  expended.  But  this  decree  is  to  be  without  prejudice  to  the  rights  of  the  parlies  or  lo  their  asser- 
tion of  them  hereafter  in  the  event  of  the  failure  to  procure  the  necessary  act  of  assembly  within  the  period 
limited. 

Which  is  ordered  to  be  certified  to  the  said  circuit  superior  court. 
Pronounced  March  30lh,  1839. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  BANKS 


On  the  Condition  of  the  Banks  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  the  Causes  of  the  late  Susjwnsion  of 

Specie  Payments. 


The  committee  on  banks  charged  with  the  duty  of  enquiring  into  the  condition  of  the  banks  of  this  com- 
monwealth, and  of  reporting  tho  causes  of  the  late  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  such  measures  of  relief, 
(if  any,)  as  may  be  required,  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report : 

The  committee  have  received  from  the  officers  of  the  several  banks  a  statement  of  their  condition  respec- 
tively through  this  bouse  as  well  as  replies  to  sundry  interrogatories.  These  statements  being  in  possession  of 
the  bouse  and  the  answers  to  the  several  interrogatories  having  by  the  action  of  the  committee  been  communi- 
cated already  to  the  bouse,  in  place  of  a  detailed  report,  the  committee  deem  it  expedient  to  present  the  infor- 
mation thus  obtained  in  this  form,  and  to  embody  the  conclusions  which  they  think  tbat  information  warrants 
in  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  Ruolted,  That  (he  several  banks  of  this  commonwealth  which  have  suspended  specie  payments  are  not 
justly  obnoxious  to  censure  for  having  adopted  that  measure. 

2.  Resolved,  That  iu  the  opinion  of  this  committee  the  solvency  of  said  banks  is  free  from  all  rational  doubt, 
and  that  there  is  just  ground  to  believe  that  they  will  be  ready  to  resume  specie  payments  wben  the  banking 
institutions  of  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  shall  do  so. 

3.  Ruoltxd,  That  provision  by  law  ought  to  be  made  to  relieve  the  banks  and  the  community  from  the 
effect  that  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  under  existing  laws  has  on  the  character  and  business  of  the 
banks. 
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VIRGINIA  MILITARY  INSTITUTE. 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 
January  22,  1S40. 

SIR, 

I  communicate  for  the  information  of  tbe  general  assembly,  a  copy  of  tbe  report  of  the  principal 
professor  of  the  Military  institute  at  Lexington. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  ob'dt  servant, 

DAVID  CAMPBELL. 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 

RICHMOND,  January  21,  1840. 

n>  Campbell, 
Virginia. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  excellency  the  report  of  major  Francis  H.  Smith, 
the  principal  professor  of  the  Virginia  military  institute.  This  being  bis  first  report  since  the  Institute  has  been 
in  operation  is  particularly  interesting.  The  success  obtained  at  the  beginning  under  most  unfavourable  cir- 
cumstances, and  which  is  mostly  due  to  the  ability  and  untiring  exertions  of  Mr.  Smith,  encourages  the  hope 
that  the  institution  will  realize  the  expectations  of  its  friends  and  prove  itself  worthy  of  tbe  patronage  of  the 
legislature. 

Very  respectfully, 


His  Excellency  David  Campbell, 
Governor  of  Virginia. 


Your  most  ob'dt  serv't, 


C.  CROZET, 
President  Board  of  Visitors. 


VIRGINIA  MILITARY  INSTITUTE, 
Lexington,  January  1,  1840. 

Col.  Claudius  Cbozbt. 
SIR, 

By  tbe  instruction  of  the  board  of  visitors  of  the  Virginia  military  institute,  it  becomes  my 
duty  to  report  to  you  the  condition  of  the  institution,  and  the  progress  and  duties  of  the  cadets  under  my  command. 

Guard. — The  cadets  have  performed  guard  duty  regularly  since  the  institution  went  into  operation.  They 
have  been  vigilant  and  efficient  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  although  the  weather  for  the  greater  portion 
of  the  time  has  been  of  unexampled  severity,  they  have  never  shrunk  from  any  duty  which  the  laws  have  im- 
posed upon  them.  I  feel  therefore  warranted  in  saying  that  a  more  efficient  guard  could  not  be  placed  in  charge 
of  the  property  deposited  at  this  arsenal. 
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Studies. — Academic  duties  were  commenced  as  soon  as  a  room  could  be  provided  for  the  class  recitations. 
Mathematics  and  French  have  principally  occupied  their  time,  in  both  of  which  they  have  made  considerable 
progress.  I  have  thought  proper  in  addition  to  require  each  cadet  to  write  compositions  and  declaim  once  each 
month.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  slate  that  they  have  prosecuted  their  studies  with  zeal,  and  with  a  deter- 
mination to  profit  by  the  advantages  which  their  state  has  placed  within  their  power.  From  the  impossibility 
of  their  attending  with  regularity  divine  services  on  the  sabbath,  I  was  induced  to  form  them  into  a  class  tor 
biblical  instruction.  This  class  recites  every  Sunday  afternoon  to  the  professors  alternately,  and  I  am  happy  to 
say  that  these  exercises  have  been  attended  with  interest,  and  I  trust  with  improvement  on  the  part  of  the 
cadets. 

SteictirJ. — I  have  not  observed  any  violation  of  contract  on  the  part  of  the  steward.  On  the  contrary,  hav- 
ing repeatedly  attended  the  lable  of  the  cadets  during  their  meals,  I  have  invariably  found  the  provisions  good, 
well  served  up  and  in  abundance.  The  steward  however  labours  under  great  embarrassment  from  the  want  of 
proper  accommodations  for  his  family.  His  kitchen  is  so  small  and  his  room  so  contracted  that  he  cannot  keep 
his  table  supplied  with  the  variety  which  he  would  desire.  Believing  that  the  legislature  will  in  due  time  pro- 
vide for  our  wants  in  this  respect,  he  cheerfully  submits  to  much  personal  inconvenience  to  meet  the  wishes  of 
the  board.  1  would  observe  that  the  most  perfect  order  has  at  all  times  been  observed  in  the  hall  on  the  part  of 
the  cadets. 

Servants  and  Musicians.— \  have  secured  the  services  of  two  negroes  as  musicians,  who  are  also  employed 
in  chopping  wood,  hauling  water  and  attending  to  the  other  wants  of  the  Institute. 

If'ater. — I  feci  it  to  be  my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  board  to  the  necessity  of  a  regular  supply  of 
water  at  the  Institute.  While  the  public  property  is  much  endangered  from  fire,  the  labour  of  hauling  the  wa- 
ter required  for  the  daily  wants  of  the  cadets  is  a  severe  tax  upon  the  Institute. 

Recitation  Rooms  iff. — The  want  of  proper  rooms  for  class  recitations  is  one  of  the  most  serious  inconve- 
niences under  which  we  labour.  The  board  will  see  the  propriety  of  having  their  attention  early  called  to  this 
subject  as  well  as  to  the  necessity  of  providing  a  suitublc  room  for  public  examinations  Sec.  The  cadets  have 
with  my  approbation  formed  themselves  into  a  literary  society  and  feel  greatly  the  need  of  a  room  for  their 
exercises.  Believing  as  1  do  such  an  association  to  be  of  the  utmost  importance,  I  feel  no  hesitation  in  recom- 
mending to  the  board  that  they  be  provided  with  a  suitable  hall. 

Buildings. — Very  little  ha3  been  done  towards  the  completion  of  the  buildings  since  the  winter  has  com- 
menced. They  are  partially  covered  but  none  of  the  rooms  have  been  completed.  I  have  however  been  en- 
abled to  bring  all  the  cadets  excepting  2  or  3  within  the  walls  of  the  barracks  and  all  arc  comfortably  established. 

Washington  College. — Eighteen  of  the  students  of  Washington  college  have  joined  the  military  class  of  the 
Institute.  As  French  is  at  present  taught  in  W.  C,  none  of  its  students  have  attended  this  department  of  the 
Institute.    After  this  session  we  may  expect  a  class  of  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  regularly. 

Irregular  Cadets.— Two  irregular  cadets,  J.  S.  Swaun  and  II.  L.  Shields  have  been  admitted  since  the  last 
meeting  of  the  board. 

Drills. — The  cadets  were  daily  practised  the  infantry  drill  while  the  weather  permitted  ;  and  they  are  now 
sufficiently  instructed  to  understand  all  the  duties  relating  to  guards. 

Merit  Rolls  and  Conduct  Rolls. — Accompanying  this  report  are  the  rolls  of  the  cadets  in  their  order  of  merit 
and  in  conduct.  You  will  observe  that  several  of  them  have  the  distinction  of  never  having  violated  a  law  of 
the  Institute.  While  others  have  committed  offences  they  have  without  exception  been  of  a  minor  character, 
and  I  have  no  occasion  to  notice  an)'  vicious  habits  nor  the  slightest  disposition  to  disregard  the  authorities  of  the 
Institute.  I  mention  these  facts  particularly  that  the  board  may  be  assured  that  so  far  from  the  cadets  being 
restive  under  a  pretty  tight  discipline,  they  have  been  conscientious  in  the  extreme  in  the  discharge  of  every 
duty. 

Health. — The  general  health  of  the  cadets  has  been  very  good.  Occasional  colds,  but  nothing  more  than 
usually  attend  a  similar  number  of  young  men  any  where. 

Public  Property. — The  arms,  accoutrements  &c.  have  been  frequently  inspected  and  are  in  good  order. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

FRANCIS  H.  SMITH, 

Principal  Professor. 
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FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 
Richmond,  January  20,  1840. 

SIR, 

In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  committee  on  banks,  received  with  your  communication  of  6th 
inst.  requiring  to  be  reported  to  it  the  aggregate  indebtedness  of  each  of  the  boards  of  directors  of  this  institution 
at  the  time  of  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  likewise  the  aggregate  amount  of  such  indebtedness  on  the 
1st  January  1840,  this  bank  has  heretofore  reported  on  behalf  of  the  mother  bank  and  the  branches  at  Petersburg 
and  Fredericksburg,  and  1  have  now  the  honour  to  enclose  returns  this  day  received  from  all  the  other  branches, 
viz :  at  Norfolk,  Lynchburg,  Winchester  and  Danville. 

I  am,  with  high  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  BLAHt,  Cashier. 

To  N.  E.  Vbnable,  Esquire, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Banks. 


BRANCH  AT  NORFOLK. 

Statement  shewing  the  aggregate  indebtednc*  of  the  Board  nf  Director*  of  the  Office  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia 
at  Norfolk,  at  the  time  of  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  in  October  1839,  and  also  on  the  1st  January  1S40. 

Aggregate  amount  of  indebtedness  in  October  1839,  -  -  $38,486 

Do.        do.  do.  January  1840,  -  -  40,328 

H.  WOODIS,  Cos. 

Office  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia, 
Norfolk,  Jan'y  15th,  1S40. 


BRANCH  AT  LYNCHBURG 

Aggrtgate  indebtedness  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Lynchburg,  on  the  12th  October 

1S39  and  on  tlx  1st  January  1840. 

Payer  12th  October  1839,  -  -        $59,730  12 

Do.   1st  January  1840,  -  -  48,090  24 

 Less  11,639  S8 

Endorser  12th  October  1839,  -  -  54,663  20 

Do.      1st  January   1S40,  -  -  34,607  36 

  Less  20,056  85 

A.  TOMPKINS,  Cashier. 

Of  the  above  indebtedness  a  commission  house  in  Richmond  of  which  one  of  the  directors  is  a  partner  owes 
for  acceptauccs  on  drafts  discounted  $22,000. 
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BRANCH  AT  WINCHESTER. 

The  aggregate  indebtedness  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  Winchester. 

Aggregate  indebtedness  on  tbo  day  of  suspension,  -  -  43,960  18* 

Aggregate  indebtedness  on  the  1st  January  1840,  -  -         46,260  18 

Increase  of  indebtedness  since  the  suspension,  -  $  1,300  00 

~  -    -•  - 

'  This  amount  includes  a  debt  which  though  standing  in  the  name  of  one  of  the  board  as  drawer,  is  in  fact  the  debt  of  an  incor- 
noraled  company.  (Amount  of  debt  $  1 1,050  IS.)  Two  other  debts  are  included  in  this  amount  which  stand  in  the  name  of  twu  mem- 
bers of  the  board,  one  for  8600  for  the  use  of  the  county  of  Frederick,  aud  the  other  for  8500  for  the  use  of  the  corporation  of  Win- 
chester, making  the  agjriegate  $  12,160  18. 

GEO.  ORRICK,  Cask'r, 

By  Geo.  W.  Sbevbus,  Teller. 


BRANCH  AT  DANVILLE. 

FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 
Danville,  Jan'y  14,  1840. 

DEAR  SIR, 

In  answer  to  the  enquiries  contained  in  the  resolution  of  the  committee  on  banks  communicated 
in  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  I  beg  leave  to  stale,  that  the  aggregate  indebtedness  of  the  board  of  directors 
at  this  t  ffice  amounted  on  the  15th  of  October  last  (the  period  at  which  it  was  understood  the  banks  in  Rich- 
mond suspended  specie  payments)  to  the  sum  of  $28,320,  and  that  the  same  was  increased  up  to  the  1st  day 
of  January  1840  to  the  sum  of  $  35,400.  This  increase  it  may  not  be  improper  to  slate  has  been  recently  made 
by  loans  for  short  periods  to  those  of  the  board  who  are  engaged  in  the  purchase  of  produce,  to  enable  them  to 
continue  their  operations,  and  which  for  the  most  part  are  to  be  paid  at  maturity  by  drafts  upon  the  north. 

I  am  very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

JAMES  LANIER,  Cw. 

J.  G-  Blaib,  Esq.,  Cos. 
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COMMUNICATION 


From  the  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley,  enclosing  a  Statement  of  the 

1st  instant,  and  answers  to  the  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Delegates  of  the  6th  instant. 


of  the  Bank  and  its  Branches  on  the 


BANK  OF  THE  VALLEY  IN  VIRGINIA,  1 
January  18,  1840. 

George  Wythe  Mttnford,  Esq. 

Clerk  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  hand  herewith  answers  to  the  resolutions  of  the  house  of  delegates  and  the 
committee  on  banks,  passed  on  the  6th  instant. 

I  also  enclose  a  statement  shewing  the  condition  of  this  bank  and  its  branches  on  the  1st  inst.,  all  of  which 
you  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  to  the  house  and  the  committee. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obd't  servaot, 

H.  M.  BRENT,  Cash'r. 


Statement  shewing  the  amount  of  indebtedness  of  the  Boards  of  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley  in  Virginia  and 
its  Branches  at  Romney,  Charlestons  and  Leesburg,  on  the  14lA  day  of  October  1339,  and  the  1st  day  of  January 
1840,  in  answer  to  a  Resolution  of  the  Committeeman  Banks,  passed  the  Gih  day  of  January  1840. 


No.  of 
Director*. 

A  mount  of  indebt- 
edness on  14th 
day  of  October 

1839. 

Amount  of  indebt- 
edness on  lit 
deyof  January 

At  the  mother  bank,         -  ... 
At  the  branch  at  Romney, 
At  the  branch  at  Charlestown, 
•At  the  branch  at  Leesburg, 

9 
13 
13 
13 

13,100  00 
32,780  00 
19,850  00 

11,844  00 
32,780  00 
18,575  00 

*No  response  from  the  office  at  Leesburg  has  been  received  at  the  mother  bank,  but  by  a  letter  from  the  president  of  that  office  I 
am  informed  that  he  has  responded  by  a  direct  communication  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee. 

In  addition  to  the  amount  of  indebtedness  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  mother  bank  as  above,  one  of 
the  directors,  who  is  also  president  of  the  common  council  of  the  corporation  of  Winchester,  was  by  authority 
of  a  special  act  of  the  common  council  the  drawer  of  notes  on  the  14th  of  October  1839,  amounting  to  S  8600, 
which  had  been  increased  on  the  1st  of  January  1840  to  $  10,700,  the  whole  of  the  former  and  $  10,000  of  the 
latter  sum  being  a  temporary  loan  made  by  the  bank  to  pay  a  subscription  on  the  part  of  the  corporation  of 
Winchester  to  the  Valley  turnpike  company,  which  debt  is  not  only  secured  to  the  bank  by  a  pledge  of  the  faith 
of  the  corporation,  but  is  also  secured  by  undoubted  personal  security.  The  remaining  $700  was  loaned  for 
purposes  of  internal  improvement  within  the  corporation,  and  is  secured  in  like  manner. 

It  was  not  considered  proper  to  include  this  debt  in  the  aggregate  amount  of  indebtedness  of  the  board,  but 
yet  it  has  been  deemed  proper  to  inform  the  legislature  of  the  facts. 


H.  M.  BRENT,  Cash'r. 
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Statement  shewing  the  names  of  the  Members  of  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Virginia  who  were  on  the  6th  day  of 
January  1840,  Stockholders  in  the  Bank  of  the  Valley  in  Virginia,  and  the  amount  of  Stock  held  by  each;  how 
many  and  who  are  indebted  to  said  Bank,  and  the  amount  of  their  liability  as  principal  and  as  endorser  S/t.,  in  an- 
swer to  a  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  jtassed  on  the  6th  day  of  January  1840. 

Names  of  Stockholders.  Amount  held  by  each. 

Robert  L.  Baker,  -  -  -  -      24  shares. 

Richard  E.  Byrd,  -  -  -  «  M 

David  Gibson,  -  -  -  -       12  « 

Henry  T.  Harrison,  -  -  -  1  ** 

George  H.  Lee,  -  -  -  20  « 

Wm.  C.  Worthington,  -  -  -  -       10  " 

Indebtedness  of  Members  of  tlie  House  of  Delegates  at  the  Mother  Bank. 

Richard  E.  Byrd  as  drawer  Cor  $420,  and  as  endorser  for  S297. 

Nathaniel  Burwell  as  drawer  for  $3560,  and  as  endorser  for  $200. 

Edmund  P.  Hunter  as  drawer  for  $350. 

Anthony  Kennedy  as  endorser  with  others  for  $  1500. 

Robert  E.  Scott  as  endorser  with  others  for  $  1500. 

At  t/tc  Office  at  Charlestown. 

Wm.  C  Worthington  as  drawer  for  $  980,  and  as  endorser  for  $  2280. 
Anthony  Kennedy  as  drawer  for  $  900. 

Edmuud  P.  Hunter  as  drawer  for  $260,  and  as  drawer  with  another  person  for  $600,  and  as  endorser 
for  $  120. 

Jacob  Myers  as  endorser  for  $2000. 

At  the  Office  at  Romncy. 

William  Seymour  as  drawer  for  $  1000,  and  as  endorser  with  others  for  $  24,857. 
David  Gibson  as  endorser  with  others  for  $38,668. 
James  Allen  as  endorser  with  others  for  $  2689. 

At  the  Office  at  Lcesburg. 

Sanford  J.  Ramey  as  drawer  for  $432  28,  and  as  endorser  for  $2323. 
John  Powell  as  endorser  for  $1200. 

The  indebtedness  of  neither  of  the  above  named  persons  has  been  increased  either  as  drawer  or  endorser 
at  any  time  since  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  in  October  last,  but  the  liabilities  of  some  of  them  have 
been  decreased  since  that  period  both  as  drawer  and  endorser. 

H.  M.  BRENT,  Cash'r. 
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Slate  of  the  Bank  of  the  Vallbt  in  Virginia,  including  its  Offices  of  Discount  and  Deposit  January  I,  1840. 


Specie, 

Notes  of  banks 
Notes  of  banks 


1  incorporated  by 
inc 


the>Ute," 


Notes  < 

Inland  bills  disc 
Bond  accompt, 
Stock, 

Real  estate — 4  banking  houses, 
Real  estate  purchased  to  secure  debt, 
Bad  debts,  $5,390  51 


Doubtful  debts, 


9,093 


257,820  85 
51,020  87 
140,008  49 
251,763  71 
1,335,302  07 
148,700  04 
0,418  85 
15,000  00 
30,137  93 
1,047  50 


$2,243,352  31 


Capital  stock,  (old) 
"  (new) 

Notes  in  circulation : 
In  notes  of  $  100  each, 

"    "     "       50  " 

■I      M        N  20  " 

<>  ii  ii  jo  ii 

II  II  II  g  II 

II  II  II  2  II 

■i  li  il  i  U 

Due  to  other  banks, 
Discount, 
Contingent  fund, 
Deposit  money, 


090,000  00 
370,000  00 


48,700  00 
69,750  00 
443,220  00 
227,330  00 
110,050  00 
10,224  00 
5,843  00 


1,060,000  00 


915,117  00 
18,189  06 
37,511  67 
12,571  89 

199,962  69 

$2,243,352  31 


Nett  profits  for  the  half  year  ending  January  1,  1840, 

Dividend  of  3  per  cent,  declared  on  the  7th  instant  on  $  1,060,000, 

Amount  added  to  the  contingent  fund, 


VwGiNiA— Frederick  County,  set . 


36,973  02 
31,800  00 

•  5,173 


OBED  WAITE,  President. 
JACOB  BAKER,  ~) 
DANIEL  GOLD, 
D.  W.  BARTON, 
WM.  STEPHENSON, 
JOHN  MILLER, 


•  Directors. 


This  day  personally  appeared  before  the  subscriber,  •  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid, 
Henry  M.  Brent,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  the  Valley  in  Virginia,  and  made  oath  that  the  foregoing  statement  exhibits  a  true  stale 
of  the  said  bank  on  the  1st  day  of  January  1840  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief;  being  condensed  from  reports  made 
oath  by  the  cashiers  of  the  mother  bank  and  its  branches. 
Given  under  my  hand  this  18th  day  of  January  1840. 

THO.  CRAMER. 
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MERCHANTS  AND  MECHANICS  BANK  OF  WHEELING. 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 
Januaby  23,  1S40. 

SIR, 

I  enclose  for  the  information  of  the  general  assembly,  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Mer- 
chants and  Mechanics  Bank  of  Wheeling,  and  its  office  of  discount  and  deposit  at  Morgantown,  on  the  13lh  inst. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  ob'dt  servant, 

DAVID  CAMPBELL. 

The  Speaker  of  l/te  House  of  Delegates. 


MERCHANTS  AND  MECHANICS  BANK, 
Wheeling,  January  18,  1840. 

His  Excellency  David  Campbell,  Governor. 
DEAR  SIR, 

In  compliance  with  the  12th  section  of  our  charter  I  enclose  a  statement  of  the  affaire 
of  this  bank  and  its  branch  at  Morgantown. 

I  am,  dear  sir, 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  CALDWELL, 
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State  of  the  Merchants 


and  Mechanics  Bank  of  Wheeling,  and  of  its  Office  of  Discount  and 
Morgantmm  the  13/A  January  1S40. 


Domestic  bills  discounted, 
do.  do. 


for  real 
do. 


478,381  72 
210,207  84 

6,390  00 
7,749  49 


Due  by  an  in 
Bank  Mock, 
Due  by  other  banks, 
Real  mate, 
Bank  furniture,  iron 
Protest  account, 


688,589  56 


14,139  49 
26,224  54 
20,967  90 
82,634  45 
80,499  49 
1,190  00 
&56  52 
524  33 


Capital  stock, 


500.000  00 
lh,    12,500  00 


i  of  the  Bank  U.  States,  12,000  00 
Notes  and  checks  of  other  banks,  18,185  52 
Gold  and  silver  coin,  77,835  50 


108,021  02 
*  1,023,147  30 


Notes  in  circulation, 
rsand2's  do. 
Post  notes  do. 
Due  to  other 
Bills  payable, 
Checks  on  time, 
Depositors, 
Dividends  unpaid, 

Do.  declared  this  day,  15,375 
Loss  on  M.  and  M.  stock,  612 


727  00 


14,763 


fund, 


512,500  00 
186,225  00 
17,146  08 
98,940  00 
72,241  63 
15,000  00 
13,182  98 
41,048  33 


15.490  00 
51,373  36 


« 1,023,147 


January  15th,  1840. 

We,  the  undersigned,  directors  of  the  Merchants  and  Mechanics  Bank  of  Wheeling,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoiag 
is  just  and  true. 

J.  CALDWELL,  President, 
W.  T.  SELBY, 
J.  S.  SHRIVER, 
JOHN  RITCHIE, 
J.  UPDEGRAFF, 
SAMUEL  NEKL, 
MARK  DOUGLASS. 
Two  of  the  directors  are  absent. 


Ohio  County,  City  of  Whetting : 


cashier  of  the 
that  the  foregow| 


Before  me,  David  Agnew,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  aforesaid,  came  S.  Brady, 
Merchants  and  Mechanics  Bank  of  Wheeling,  who  being  affirmed  according  to  law  did  declare  and  say  lha 
ent  of  the  affairs  of  the  said  bank  is  true  according  lo  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 
Given  under  my  hand  at  Wheeling  this  15th  day  of  January  1840. 

DAVID  AGNEW,  /.  P. 
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BANK  OF  VIRGINIA. 


BANK  OF  VIRGINIA,  January  24,  1840. 

To  the  honourable  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 
SIR, 

In  addition  to  a  report  which  I  had  the  honour  to  make  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  your 
house  adopted  on  the  6th  instant,  requiring  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth  to  communicate  the  names  of  mem- 
bers of  your  house  who  on  that  day  were  stockholders,  the  amount  of  stock  l.eld  by  each,  how  many  and  who 
are  indebted  to  the  bank,  &c,  I  now  beg  leave  to  submit  returns  on  thai  subject  which  have  since  been  received 
from  the  branches  at  Fredericksburg,  at  Petersburg,  at  Lynchburg,  at  Charleston  in  Kanawha,  at  Buchanan, 
aud  at  Portsmouth.  To  some  of  which,  through  misapprehension,  arc  attached  information  upon  another  point, 
required  to  be  reported  to  the  committee  of  your  house  00  banks. 

The  returns  from  the  remaining  departments  I  am  instructed  will  have  been  made  to  you  directly. 

I  also  beg  leave  to  supply  an  omission  in  my  report  first  referred  to,  by  stating  that  William  Massie,  esqr. 
of  Nelson  county  appears  upon  the  list  of  stockholders  of  this  bank  as  holder  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  shares.    The  omission  was  occasioned  by  the  want  of  knowledge  as  to  the  identity  of  that  gentleman. 

I  am,  sir, 

Your  obed't  serv't, 

A.  ROBINSON,  Jb.  Cashier. 


BRANCH  AT  FREDERICKSBURG. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  several  banks  of  this  commonwealth  be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  a  state- 
ment shewing  the  names  of  the  members  of  this  house  who  on  this  day  are  stockholders  of  the  bank,  the  amount 
of  stock  held  by  each,  how  many  and  who  are  indebted  to  the  bank  in  their  individual  capacity  or  as  members 
of  firms,  the  amount  of  their  liability  as  principal  and  as  endorser,  and  whether  the  amount  of  their  indebtedness 
or  liability  as  endorser  bas  been  at  any  time  increased  since  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  some  of  the 
banks  in  October  last. 

Agreed  to  by  the  house  of  delegates  January  6,  1840. 

G.  W.  MUNFORD,  C.  H.  Z>." 


In  obedience  to  the  foregoing  resolution,  the  cashier  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of 
Virginia  at  Fredericksburg  has  the  honour  to  report  the  following  statement : 


NAMES  OF  MEMBERS. 

Payer. 

Tout 
Lability. 

Increue  since 

Alcx'r  Fitzhugh, 
Joseph  Hiden, 
Robert  E.  Scott, 

488  00 
1400  00 

11600  00 
2330  24 

4S8  00 
13000  00 
2330  24 

400  00 

Wm.  J.  ROBERTS,  Cathier. 

Office  Bank  op  Virginia, 

Fredericksburg,  13/A  January  1840. 
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BRANCH  AT  PETERSBURG 


A  Statement  Viewing  the  liabilities  of  the  Members  of  the  House  of  Delegate*  a*  Payert  and  as  Endorters,  at  the 
Branch  Bank  of  Virginia  in  Petersburg,  on  the  iith  of  January  1840 ;  the  increase  of  such  liabilities,  if  any, 
since  the  12th  of  October  1839  ;  and  the  amount  of  Stock  held  by  each.  Made  in  obedience  to  the  Resolution  of  the 
House  on  the  6th. 


NAMES. 

N-,.  of  Shire.. 

Payers. 

Butts,  Aug.  C, 
May,  J.  P., 
Whitworth,  Thn.,  - 

■ 
■ 

; 

tisoo  00 

300  00 
•3200  00 
J6245  19 

Accommodation  for  others. 

Ditto  ditto. 
The  latter  sum  for  the  benefit  of  others. 

•  Reduced  since  the  12lh  October  100. 
t     Do.  do.  do.  2000. 

t  Increased      do.  do.  1245. 

N.  B. — N.  E.  Venable  is  the  drawer  of  two  domestic  bills  of  exchange  which  were  discounted  in  December 
and  January  for  others,  amounting  to  $  3996. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

G.  W.  STAINBACK,  Cat. 

10, 1840. 


BRANCH  AT  LYNCHBURG. 


Aggregate  indebtedness  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at 

Lynchburg,  on  the  1st  day  of  October  '39,  and  1st  January  '40. 


TIME. 

Piyer. 

1B39 — October  1, 

•34020  24 

•33905  08 

•  Note. — This  includes  the  indebtedness  of  firms 

1840— January  1, 

•2S496  80 

•27704  25 

of  which  members  of  the  board  are  partners. 

Indebtedness  of  the  Members  of  tlie  Legislature  at  the  Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at 

Lynchburg,  including  those  who  are  Members  of  Firms. 


NAMES. 

P«y»r. 

1.  Wm.  M.  Burwell  &  Co. 

2.  Turner  &  Burwell, 

3.  Wyatt  Cardwell, 

4.  Edw'd  A.  Cabell, 

5.  Wm.  Massie, 

6.  Ths.  P.  Mitchell, 

227  20 
Nothing, 

M  • 
•  1 

•2000  00 
Nothing, 

Nothing. 
3750  00 
1600  00 
2150  00 
1000  00 
C50  00 

•  Increased  $  800  since  the  1st  October  '39. 

1.  Two  notes  discounted  since  the  1st  October  1S39. 

2.  Increased  S  1750  since  1st  October  for  two  real  notes  (discounted  since  1st  October)  of  8750  and  a  draft 
of  $  1000  payable  in  Philadelphia. 

3.  Endorser  on  two  drafts  of  $750  each,  payable  in  Philadelphia,  discounted  27th  November  1839. 

4.  All  previous  to  1st  October  1S39. 

6.  Endorser  upon  a  draft  payable  in  Richmond,  discounted  since  1st  October. 
6.  All  previous  to  1st  October  1839. 

C  DABNEY,  Pres't. 

10th  January  1840. 
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BRANCH  AT  CHARLESTON. 

BANK  OF  VIRGINIA 
At  Charleston,  January  16,  1840. 

Doctor  J.  Bbockbnbbouqh. 
DEAR  SIR, 

In  reply  to  the  resolutions  of  the  committee  on  banks  I  have  to  state, 
1st.  That  at  the  time  of  suspension  of  specie  payments  at  this  office  in  October  last  the  aggregate  indebt- 
edness of  the  board  of  directors  was  three  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  ($3,350.)  and  the  tame  on 
the  1st  of  January  instant. 

2nd.  The  delegate  from  this  county,  (Van  B.  Reynolds,  esq.,)  is  not  (as  I  believe,)  a  stockholder  in  the 
Bank  of  Virginia,  but  was  indebted  at  this  office  at  tbe  date  above  stated,  as  drawer  in  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
and  eighty  dollars,  and  as  endorser  in  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars;  which  liabilities  have  been  neither  in- 
creased or  diminished  since  the  suspension  in  October  last,  and  that  be  is  not  indebted  as  a  member  of  a  Jirm  in 
either  capacity. 

Please  lay  the  above  before  the  bank  committee. 

Very  respectfully, 

Sir,  your  ob't  serv't, 

JS.  C.  M'FARLAND,  Pres't. 


BRANCH  AT  BUCHANAN. 


Statement  of  the  amounts  for  which  Members  of  the  present  House  of  Delegates  of  Virginia  were  liable  as  _ 

and  Endorsers  at  the  Office  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Buchanan,  on  the  6lh  day  of  January  1840,  called  for  by 
Resolution  of  House  of  Delegates. 


NAMES. 

County.  Drmwer. 

With  other  persons. 

Since  paid. 

With  other  persons. 

With  other  persons. 

Win.  M.  Burvvell, 

Ditto,         as  one  of  the  firm  of 
Wm.  M.  B.  &  Co., 
A.  A.  Chapman, 
E.  A.  Cabell, 

A.  Leyburn,  ... 
Ditto,  - 

Bedford, 
— 

Monroe, 

Amherst, 

Rockbridge, 

44 

— 

5000  00 

■ 
— 

14500  00 

3010  25 
5000  00 
14G0  00 
2597  00 

$5000  00 

26567  25 

Statement  of  the  aggregate  liability  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Office  of  Bank  of  Virginia  at 
the  first  day  of  January  1840,  called  for  by  resolution  of  House  of  Delegates. 


Total  liability  as  payers, 
odor 


$41,561  31 
33,181  00 


Ditto   ditto    as  endorsers, 

This  embraces  the  whole  liabilities  of  the  directory  individually  and  as  members  of  mercantile  firms. 

OFFICE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 
Buchanan,  January  13,  1840. 

A.  Robinson  Jb.,  Esq. 
DEAR  SIR, 

Above  you  have  the  statements  requested  by  resolution  of  the  committee  on  bnnks, 
passed  6th  inst.    This  office  did  not  suspend  specie  payments;  consequently  have  nothing  to  report  under  that 


Very  respectfully  yours  &c. 


J.  ANTHONY,  Cos. 
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BRANCH  AT  PORTSMOUTH. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 
Portsmouth,  January  13,  1840. 

A.  Robinson  Jr.  Esq.,  Ccuhier. 
DEAR  SIR, 

I  have  just  received  the  resolutions  of  the  house  of  delegates  of  6th  inst.  which  you 
enclosed  to  me.    The  first  resolution  does  not  apply  to  this  branch  it  not  having  suspended  specie  payments. 

In  reply  to  the  second  resolution,  neither  of  the  delegates  representing  the  county  of  Norfolk  were  on  the 
1st  inst.  indebted  to  this  branch  in  their  individual  capacity,  or  as  members  of  firms.  The  liability  of  Mr. 
Watts  one  of  the  delegates  as  endorser  and  discountee,  was  on  the  1st  inst.  S2201  49. 

Respectfully, 

\Tours  &c. 

WM.  H.  WILSON,  CwAV. 
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MILITARY  LAND  WARRANTS. 


To  the  honourable  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 
SIR, 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  house  of  delegates  on  the  13th  instant,  "  requir- 
ing the  register  of  the  land  office  to  furnish  a  statement  shewing  how  many  officers  and  soldiers  have  received 
military  warrants  for  services  in  the  revolution  besides  those  included  in  the  statement  of  the  register  bearing 
date  16th  December  1834 ;  also  how  many  officers  have  received  their  warrants,  and  what  portion  was  received 
prior  to  the  end  of  the  year  1784,  and  what  number  of  them  were  of  the  continental  line;  also  the  number  of 
lerals,  colonels,  lieutenant  colonels,  chaplains  and  surgeons,  and  the  quantity  of  land  paid  to  each  class,"  1 
the  honour  to  present  through  you  to  the  house  the  subjoined  statement  in  a  tabular  form : 


genet 
have 


Officers  for  whose  military  services  warrants 
have  issued  since  the  16ih  October  1834  to 
the  24th  January  1S40, 

Privates  and  seamen  for  whose  services  in  the 
revolution  warrants  have  issued  within  the 
period  abovementioned, 

The  No.  of  persons  for  whose  military  services, 
land  bounty  warrants  issued  up  to  the  15th 
October  1834  inclusive.  See  Doc.  No.  8 
Journal  House  of  Delegates  1834-35, 

Whole  number  of  pcrsous  for  whose  military 
services  warrants  have  issued  to  the  24th 
January  1840  inclusive, 

Officers  for  whose  services  land  office  military 

warrants  have  heretofore  issued, 
N.  B.  The  No.  of  officers  of  the  conti- 
nental line  included  in  the  above  is  1030 
Do.       of  the  state  line,        -  234 
Do.       of  the  state  navy,       -  268 


Officers  for  whose  services  warrants 
prior  to  the  close  of  the  year  17S4, 

Of  the  above  number  belonged  to  the 
C.  L.  - 

And  to  the  state  line  and  navy, 


No. 


125 


230 


559 
259 


1532 


1532 


818 


818 


A  Table  showing  the  number  of  Generals,  Colonels,  Lieu- 
tenant Colonels,  Chaplains  and  Surgeons  who  have  re- 
ceived warrants  and  the  quantity  of  land  paid  to  each 
class. 

No. 

No.  of  Acre*. 

Generals, 
Colonels, 
Lt.  Colonels, 
Chaplains,  - 
Surgeons, 

14 
43 
60 
7 
61 

193,525 
329,436 
368,236 
47,443 
401,166 

1,329,795 

3,074,098§  acres  the  quantity  of  land  received  by 
818  officers  prior  to  the  close  of  the  year  1784. 


Land  Office,  26th  January  1840. 


S.  H.  PARKER, 

Reg.  Land  Office. 
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RESOLUTIONS 


Of  Mr.  SMITH  of  Me  of  Wight  relative  to  Banks,  intended  as  a  Substitute  to  the  Report  of  the 

Committee  on  Banks. 


1.  Raolved,  That  the  several  banks  of  this  commonwealth  which  suspended  specie  payments  in  October  last 
adopted  that  measure  under  the  influence  of  a  most  unjustifiable  panic,  and  without  making  any  effort  to  meet 
their  engagements. 

2.  Haoltxd,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee  the  solvency  of  the  said  banks  is  free  from  any  rational 
doubt,  nor  is  there  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  value  of  their  stock  is  materially  impaired. 

3.  Resoleed,  That  on  the  immediate  resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the  said  banks,  provision  ought  to 
be  made  by  law  for  relieving  them  from  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  heretofore  incurred,  under  such  conditions 
and  restrictions  as  may  in  future  confine  iheir  operations  within  narrower  limits. 
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RESOLUTIONS 


Submitted  by  Mr.  SMITH  of  file  of  Wight  relative  to  tfte  Bank*. 


RuolveA,  That  it  is  expedient  to  modify  the  charters  of  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth  which  have  or  may 
hereafter  forfeit  them  by  a  suspension  of  specie  payments,  in  the  following  particulars  to  wit : 

1.  No  bank  shall  issue  or  put  into  circulation  any  bond,  note,  draft,  or  other  evideuce  of  debt,  which  is  not 
payable  on  demand. 

2.  Whenever  the  cash  liabilities  of  a  bank  (including  bonds,  notes,  or  other  evidences  of  debt  in  circulation, 
and  deposites)  shall  exceed  three  times  the  amount  of  their  specie  on  hand  held  to  pay  the  demands  against  it, 
there  shall  be  a  regular  and  gradual  reduction  of  its  liabilities  by  curtailment  or  otherwise,  until  its  specie  afore- 
said shall  bear  to  its  said  cash  liabilities  a  greater  proportion  than  one  third. 

3.  After  the  day  of  no  new  note  or  bill  shall  be  discounted  by  a  bank  for  or  loan 
made  to  an  individual  or  company  who  shall  have  been  more  than  one  year  preceding  continually  indebted  to  it. 

4.  A  report  of  the  amount  of  the  cash  liabilities  of  a  bank  and  of  its  specie  on  hand  shall  be  published  once 
in  every  two  months  in  at  least  two  newspapers,  if  so  many  be  printed  in  the  county  in  which  the  principal  bank 
or  that  having  the  greatest  amount  of  capital  is  located. 

6.  No  dividends  shall  be  made  by  a  bank  which  has  suspended  specie  payments  until  seven  mouths  after 
it  shall  have  resumed. 

6.  Bank  notes  in  circulation  on  being  presented  and  payment  thereof  refused,  shall  be  endorsed  by  some 
officer  of  tho  bank,  and  thereafter  shall  carry  interest  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum  until  paid. 

7.  In  the  event  of  a  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  a  bank,  and  a  resumption  thereof  within  30  days, 
and  a  bona  fide  continuance  of  the  same  for  six  months  thereafter,  no  forfeiture  of  its  charter  shall  be  incurred. 

8.  In  the  event  of  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  any  principal  bank  or  any  branch  bank  thereof, 
that  bank  or  branch  only  which  shall  have  suspended  shall  be  liable  to  a  forfeiture  of  its  charter;  and  the  prin- 
cipal bank,  if  it  shall  have  suspended,  shall  be  transferred  to  that  branch  having  the  greatest  amount  of  capital 
which  shall  have  continued  to  pay  its  debts  in  specie  on  demand. 

9.  That  no  bill  of  exchange,  note,  draft  or  other  evidence  of  debt,  shall  be  discounted  by  a  bank  unless  the 
payer  be  a  resident  of  this  state,  carrying  on  business  within  the  limits  of  the  same. 

10.  That  no  note,  the  amount  of  which  is  not  a  multiple  of  the  lowest  sum  for  which  a  bank  may  lawfully 
issue  its  notes,  shall  be  issued  by  banks  under  the  sum  or  denomination  of  fifty  dollars. 
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BANK  O**  VIRGINIA. 


BANK  OF  VIRGINIA,  Jan'y  24,  1S40. 

N.  K.  Venablb,  Esq., 

Chairman  Committee  of  Howe  of  Delegates  on  Banks. 

SIR, 

Since  the  report  which  I  had  the  honour  to  render  a  few  days  ago  in  reply  to  a  resolution  of  your 
committee  of  the  6th  inst.  requiring  information  as  to  the  indebtedness  of  the  board  of  directors  of  this  institu- 
tion at  the  time  of  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  also  on  the  1st  instant,  I  have  received  from  our  branches 
at  Pt  tcrsburg  and  at  Fredericksburg  the  reports  on  that  subject  which  are  herein  enclosed. 

Returns  have  also  been  received  here  on  that  subject  from  our  branches  at  Lynchburg,  Charleston,  Buchanan 
and  Portsmouth,  but  as  they  have  through  inadvertency  been  connected  with  reports  upon  another  point  required 
to  be  made  to  the  house  of  delegates,  I  have  communicated  them  to  that  house  to-day,  and  trust  that  it  may  be 
deemed  sufficient  uow  to  refer  you  to  that  report. 


With  the  greatest  respect, 

I  am  your  obed't  serv't, 


A.  ROBINSON,  Jr.  Cos. 


BRANCH  AT  PETERSBURG. 


A  Statement  shewing  the  indebtedness  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Branch  Bank  of  Virginia  in  Petersburg  on  the 
12th  October  1839,  and  on  the  first  day  of  January  1840.    Made  in  obedience  to  a  Resolution  of  the  Committee 

The  aggregate,  as  individuals,  on  the  12th  October,       -  -    27,688  20 

"  as  members  of  firms,        ...    67,404  36 

$95,092  56 

The  aggregate,  as  individuals,  on  the  1st  January  1840,  -    25,682  69 

as  members  of  firms,         -  -  -    62,643  34 


Respectfully  submitted. 

January  10,  1S40. 


8  78,326  03 


G.  W.  STAINBACK,  Cos. 


BRANCH  AT  FREDERICKSBURG. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  presidents  of  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth  which  have  suspended  specie  payments 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  committee  on  banks  the  aggregate  indebtedness  of  each  of  the  hoards  of 
directors  of  these  institutions  at  the  time  of  such  suspension,  and  likewise  the  aggregate  amount  of  such  in- 
debtedness on  the  first  day  of  January  1S40." 

In  obedience  to  the  foregoing  resolution  the  cashier  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposite  of  the  Bank  of 
Virginia  at  Fredericksburg  has  the  honour  to  report  the  following  statement : 

Indebtedness  of  the  board  of  directors  October  12,  1S39,  -        S  19,637  39 

Do.  do.  do.     January  1,  1840,  -         24,372  83 

WM.  J.  ROBERTS,  Cos. 

Office  Bank  of  Virginia, 

Fredericksburg,  13th  January  1840. 
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FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA. 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT,  Januahy  27,  1840. 

SIR, 

Enclosed  is  a  general  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  and  its  branches 
on  the  first  instant,  which  I  transmit  for  the  information  of  the  general  assembly. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obd't  serv't, 

DAVID  CAMPBELL. 

The  Speaker  of  the  Home  of  Delegates. 

FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 

Richmond,  25th  January  1840. 

SIR, 

I  enclose  a  general  statement  of  the  condition  of  this  institution,  including  the  branches,  on  the  1st 
inst.,  as  required  by  the  general  bank  law  to  be  made  during  this  month.  It  would  have  been  furnished  at  an 
earlier  day  but  for  delay  under  the  expectation  of  receiving  more  minute  details  from  the  branches,  which  have 
not  come  to  hand. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
With  high  respect, 

Your  obd't  serv't, 

J.  G.  BLAIR,  Cat. 

To  his  Excellency  David  Campbell,  Governor  of 
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Suae  of  the  Farmers  Bank  op  Virginia,  including  the  Branches,  on  the  1st 


1840. 


Debt  outstanding, 
Sterling  bills, 
Stocks, 
Specie, 

Notes  of  other  banks, 
Due  from  other  banks, 
Real  estate,  (cost,) 


4,819,561  88 

34,163  75 

103,907  50 

629,199  29 

187,825  69 

409,659  76 

•195,760  21 

S6,2S0,078  OS 


Capital  stock,            ...  2,601,500  00 

Notes  in  circulation,              -         -  2,047,102  50 

Deposite  money,        ...  873,365  51 

Due  to  Bank  of  United  States  ISth  insL,  14,954  60 

Due  to  other  banks,               -          -  176,735  2G 

Contingent  fund,         ...  436,206  77 

Profit  and  loss  account,          -         -  129,593  44 

$  6,280,073  OS 


The  dividend  declared  in  January  i3  3  per  cent,  on  the  capital,  and  3  per  cent,  from  old  contingent  fund. 
On  52  shares  new  stock  subscribed  there  is  due  $2225. 
The  bad  and  doubtful  debt  is  estimated  at  S  259,918  78. 

Dealings  in  exchange  have  not  been  reported  from  the  branches  since  the  general  report  made  thereof  up 
t«>  the  2nd  December  1S39  to  the  legislature,  and  it  is  supposed  that  the  officcrs^conducting  them  have  inferred 
that  the  statements  then  made  were  those  which  it  appears  on  reference  to  the  law  were  required  to  he  made  on 
the  1st  January  1S40.  It  is  therefore  hoped,  as  the  difference  would  vary  but  little  in  that  short  interval,  thai 
the  statements  to  the  2d  December  will  be  deemed  sufficient,  if  not  measures  will  be  taken  to  procure  any  fur- 
ther information  that  may  be  desired. 

Of  notes  in  circulation  the  remarks  above  respecting  dealings  in  exchange  are  also  applicable,  with  this  ad- 
dition, that  from  the  2d  December  1839  to  1st  January  1840,  the  whole  circulation  was  reduced  SS5,421,  and 
as  no  note  under  S 10  has  been  re-issued  it  is  supposed  the  reduction  has  been  proportionably  greater  on  them 
than  on  larger  denominations. 

*  The  real  estate  cost  probably  §20,000  more  than  its  present  value. 


FARMERS  BANK  OF  VUIGINIA, 

Richmond,  January  1S40. 

The  undersigned,  directors  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia,  certify  that  the  within  statements  have 
examined  and  are  believed  to  be  correct. 

A.  PLEASANTS, 
JAMES  BOSHER, 
HENRY  W.  MONCURE, 
SAM'L  MARX, 
SAMUEL  REEVE, 
JAMES  SIZER, 
S.  M'GRUDER. 


State  or  Virginia, 

City  of  Richmond,  to  wit: 

J.  G.  Blair,  cashier  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia,  this  day  personally  appeared  before  me  a 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  city  aforesaid,  and  made  oath  that  the  foregoing  statements  were  made  out  from  the 
books  of  the  bank,  and  from  the  latest  returns  preceding  the  date  from  the  branches,  and  are  correct  to  the  best 
of  his  knowledge  and  belief.    Given  under  my  hand  this  25th  day  of  January  1840. 

RICH'D  D.  SANXAY,  J.  P. 
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FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

VISITORS  OF  THE  VIRGINIA  INSTITUTION 

FOR  THE  EDUCATION  OF  THE 

DEAF  AND  DUMB  AND  OF  THE  BLIND. 


OFFICE  OF  THE  LITERARY  FUND, 
27th  January  1840. 

sm, 

Herewith  I  transmit  the  first  annual  report  of  the  visitors  of  the  Virginia  institution  for  the  education  of 
the  deaf  and  dumb  and  of  the  blind,  which  you  will  please  lay  before  the  house  of  delegates. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  CAMPBELL, 

President  Literary  Fund. 

The  honourable  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 


RICHMOND,  VA.,  January  25,  1840. 

To  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Literary  Fund. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  first  annual  report  of  the  visitors 
of  the  institution  for  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  of  the  blind.  Having  been  requested  to  add  any 
thing  that  1  might  regard  as  important»  I  have  pleasure  in  saying  that  the  report  together  with  the  copy  of  by- 
laws herewith  transmitted  will  give  full  information  on  the  whole  subject. 

With  great  respect,  1  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  PLUMER. 


Digitized  by  Google 


2 


[Doc.  No.  51.] 


To  the  honourable  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia. 

The  visitors  of  the  Virginia  institution  for  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  and 
of  the  blind,  in  obedience  to  the  requisitions  of  the  law  establishing  the  institution,  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your 
honourable  body  the  following 

REPORT. 

In  the  month  of  April  1S39,  the  president  and  directors  of  the  literary  fund  appointed  the  reverend  William 
S.  Plumer  of  Richmond,  James  M'Dowell  esq.  of  Rockbridge,  Robert  Gray  esq.  of  Rockingham,  and  Alexan- 
der H.  II.  Stuart,  Nicholas  C.  Kinney,  Francis  T.  Stribling  and  James  Points  esquires  of  Staunton,  visitors  of 
the  institution,  and  instructed  them  to  assemble  at  Staunton  on  the  6th  day  of  May  1339,  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing the  necessary  arrangements  for  its  organization.  In  compliance  with  this  instruction  the  five  last  named 
visitors  convened  at  the  time  and  place  designated  and  organized  themselves  as  a  board  by  the  appointment  of 
a  president,  secretary,  and  treasurer.  They  proceeded  also  to  take  some  preliminary  steps  to  enable  them  at  a 
future  day  to  discharge  in  a  satisfactory  manner  the  duties  confided  to  them.  Wiih  this  view  they  appointed  a 
committee  to  prepare  a  system  of  by-laws  for  the  government  of  the  institution,  and  deputed  Mr.  Nicholas  C. 
Kinney,  one  of  their  own  body,  to  visit  various  institutions  of  a  similar  character  in  the  northern  states  to  exa- 
mine intq  their  system  of  instruction  ;  to  procure  information  as  to  the  best  plans  for  the  buildings  ;  to  institute 
the  necessary  enquiries  to  enable  the  board  to  make  a  judicious  selection  of  professors  and  teachers ;  and  to  gain 
such  intelligence  generally  as  would  be  useful  in  giving  practical  effect  to  the  legislative  will.  As  two  of  the  visi- 
tors (Doctor  Plumer  and  Mr.  M'Dowell)  in  whose  intelligence  and  judgment  the  board  placed  great  confidence, 
and  from  whom  they  expected  important  aid  in  the  organization  of  the  schools,  were  prevented  by  other  duties 
from  attending  the  first  meeting,  it  was  deemed  most  proper  to  postpone  any  definitive  action  on  other  interest- 
ing subjects  until  a  full  attendance  could  be  obtained ;  and  the  board  with  this  view  adjourned  until  the  2d  day 
of  July  following. 

On  that  day  all  the  members  of  the  board  assembled ;  and  reports  wore  received  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  a  system  of  by-laws,  and  also  from  Mr.  Nicholas  C.  Kinney  of  the  result  of  his  visit  to  the 
northern  institutions. 

A  number  of  the  by-laws  were  then  considered  and  adopted,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies  this  report. 

Another  important  subject  which  occupied  the  attention  of  the  board  was  the  selection  of  a  site  for  the 
buildings  of  the  institution.  Several  were  suggested,  and  three  valuable  lots  were  tendered  as  donations  to  the 
board  for  the  use  of  the  institution.  Each  one  of  these  locations  possessed  many  recommendations,  but  on  ma- 
ture consideration  of  all  the  circumstances  the  board  concluded  by  an  unanimous  vote  to  accept  the  lot  tendered 
by  Mr.  James  Bell  of  Augusta  county.  His  donation  embraced  a  lot  of  five  acres  of  land  situated  about  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  east  of  Staunton,  on  a  beautiful  eminence  crowned  by  an  extensive  grove  of  forest  trees.  The 
board,  however,  subsequently  considering  that  the  quantity  of  land  was  loo  limited  for  the  prospective  wants  of 
the  institution,  purchased  an  addition  containing  eleven  acres  and  some  poles  for  which  they  paid  forty  dollars 
per  acre,  a  price  below  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  land. 

After  the  sites  had  been  selected  the  visitors  proceeded  to  consider  the  various  propositions  which  were 
submitted  for  the  execution  of  the  buildings,  and  accepted  that  of  Mr.  William  Donohoo  of  Albemarle,  who 
proposed  to  do  the  brick  work  at  $  S  per  thousand — the  stone  work  at  $  2  60  per  perch,  and  the  carpenter's 
work  at  40  per  cent,  less  than  the  prices  specified  in  the  Richmond  book  of  prices. 

Several  plans  were  suggested  and  considered,  but  none  of  them  entirely  satisfactory.  The  subject  was 
referred  to  the  executive  committee,  and  that  committee  subsequently  deemed  it  most  expedient  in  every  point 
of  view,  to  employ  Mr.  Long  of  Baltimore,  an  architect  of  distinguished  reputation,  to  visit  the  site  selected  and 
to  prepare  a  complete  plan,  embracing  the  most  minute  details  and  specifying  particularly  the  manner  in  which 
the  work  should  be  executed.  He  has  in  part  discharged  this  duty,  and  from  the  general  outline  of  the  plan 
which  has  been  furnished  the  board  arc  persuaded  that  he  has  been  extremely  fortunate  in  blending  entire  con- 
venience of  arrangement  with  a  high  degree  of  architectural  beauty.  The  board  are  now  in  daily  expectation 
of  receiving  the  drawings  ami  detailed  specifications  of  the  buildings,  duplicates  of  which  will  be  laid  before 
the  general  assembly.  The  cost  of  this  plan,  including  Mr.  Long's  expenses  in  visiting  Staunton,  will  not  ex- 
ceed S  200  or  S250,  and  the  board  are  satisfied  that  a  much  larger  sum  will  be  saved  in  the  cost  of  the  buildings 
by  the  minute  specification  furnished  by  him,  independently  of  the  incalculable  advantages  which  will  result 
from  having  an  edifice  exactly  adapted  "to  its  objects  and  in  harmony  in  all  its  parts  with  the  rules  of  architec- 
ture. 

But  little  progress  has  yet  been  made  in  the  work.  The  foundation  has  been  excavated,  a  large  number 
of  brick  have  been  made  and  a  quantity  of  stone  quarried,  and  the  work  will  be  commenced  and  vigorously 
prosecuted  whenever  the  season  is  enough  advanced  to  enable  the  workmen  to  operate  efficiently. 
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Appointments  were  also  made  of  two  professors  to  take  effect  when  the  institution  should  go  into  operation. 
Harvey  P.  Peet,  esq.,  principal  of  the  New  York  institution  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  was  appointed  principal  of 
that  department  in  the  Virginia  institution ;  and  William  Graham,  esq.,  of  the  Philadelphia  institution  for  the 
blind  was  apjiointed  professor  of  music  in  the  department  of  the  blind. 

Some  differences  of  opinion  existed  amongst  the  visitors  as  to  the  intention  of  the  legislature  in  relation  to 
the  time  of  opening  the  schools.  Whilst  nil  were  satisfied  of  the  propriety  of  commencing  operations  immedi- 
ately, some  members  doubted  the  power  of  the  board  to  open  the  schools  until  the  buildings  intended  for  the 
institution  should  be  completed.  The  board  under  these  circumstances  being  unwilling  to  incur  the  hazard  of 
assuming  an  authority  not  delegated  to  them  by  the  law,  referred  the  decision  of  this  question  to  the  president  and 
directors  of  the  literary  fund,  communicating  at  the  same  time  their  sense  of  the  propriety  of  opening  the  schools 
immediately,  so  as  to  have  the  officers  of  the  institution  assembled  and  a  few  pupils  collected  to  constitute  model 
classes  upon  which  the  schools  might  afterwards  be  formed.  Various  other  considerations  which  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  mention  in  detail,  concurred  to  recommend  this  course,  and  the  president  and  directors  of  the  literary 
fund,  after  consulting  the  attorney  general,  instructed  the  board  of  visitors  that  they  were  at  liberty  to  put  the 
institution  into  operation  as  soon  as  practicable.  Upon  receiving  this  information  the  board  proceeded  at  once 
to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  open  the  school  on  the  15th  of  November.  Harvey  P.  Peet,  esq.,  having  declined 
the  appointment  conferred  on  him  by  the  board  at  their  meeting  in  July,  the  office  of  principal  in  the  depart- 
ment of  the  deaf  and  dumb  was  filled  by  the  election  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Tyler  of  the  Hartford  institution  for 
the  deaf  and  dumb,  who  was  recommended  to  the  board  as  a  gentleman  possessed  of  fine  talents,  of  an  exem- 
plary character,  and  of  great  experience  in  the  duties  of  his  department. 

Doctor  Morrillat  of  the  Philadelphia  institution  for  the  bbnd,  who  was  also  strongly  recommended  to  the 
board,  was  unanimously  elected  principal  in  that  department. 

Mr.  William  Graham  of  the  Philadelphia  institution,  having  signified  his  acceptance  of  the  office  of  pro- 
fessor of  music,  the  only  office  remaining  to  be  filled  was  that  of  assistant  teacher  in  the  department  of  the 
deaf  and  dumb.  For  this  office  several  gentlemen  were  recommended,  but  the  board  being  of  opinion  that 
under  all  the  circumstances  the  public  interest  would  be  best  subserved  by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Job  Turner, 
he  was  unanimously  elected. 

The  visitors  cannot  forbear  to  congratulate  the  legislature  upon  their  good  fortune  in  securing  the  services 
of  the  gentlemen  above  named,  in  their  respective  departments ;  and  the  visitors  resident  in  Staunton,  who  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  becoming  personally  acquainted  with  them,  take  special  pleasure  in  adding  their  testi- 
mony to  the  abundant  evidence  which  was  before  the  board  from  other  quarters,  to  the  exemplary  deportment 
and  high  qualifications  of  the  professors. 

In  the  arrangement  of  the  salaries  of  the  professors  the  board  have  sought  to  be  as  economical  as  was  con- 
sistent with  the  true  interests  of  the  institution.  Their  object  has  been  to  procure  the  services  of  the  most  com- 
petent persons  for  a  reasonable  consideration,  avoiding  extravagance  on  the  one  hand  and  niggardly  parsimony 
on  the  other.    Acting  on  these  principles  they  have  allowed  the  following  salaries : 

To  the  principal  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  department,  -  $  1200 

To  the  assistant  teacher  of  deaf  and  dumb,  -  260 
To  the  principal  of  the  blind  department,  -  600 

To  the  professor  of  music,  -  300 

Major  George  Eskridge  of  Augusta,  a  gentleman  of  unblemished  character  who  has  served  bis  country  for 
many  years  in  a  civil  and  military  capacity,  was  appointed  steward,  and  bis  wife,  Mrs.  Margaret  Eskridge,  a 
lady  eminently  qualified  in  every  respect  for  her  duties,  was  selected  as  matron.  Their  joint  compensation  is 
$500  per  annum  in  addition  to  the  boarding  of  their  family. 

Dr.  Addison  Waddell,  a  gentleman  of  talents  and  of  great  professional  learning  and  experience,  was  ap- 
pointed physician  to  the  institution.  The  amount  of  his  salary  has  not  yet  been  ascertained,  the  board  having 
deemed  it  most  expedient,  under  the  present  temporary  arrangements,  to  proporcion  it  to  the  services  rendered. 
With  the  view  of  opening  the  schools  on  the  15th  of  November,  the  visitors  rented  a  house  in  the  suburbs  of 
Staunton  for  the  use  of  the  institution,  and  advertised  that  they  would  be  ready  to  receive  pupils  on  the  15lh  of 
November.  It  was  soon  found,  however,  that  it  would  be  impossible  in  a  building  so  limited  in  its  means  of 
accommodation  to  preserve  that  classification  and  complete  separation  of  the  different  classes  and  sexes  of  the 
pupils,  which  is  enjoined  by  the  terms  of  the  law,  as  well  as  by  the  plainest  dictates  of  propriety. 

This  difficulty  compelled  the  board  to  suspend  their  invitation  to  pupils  for  a  short  time.  They  have  within 
a  few  weeks  past  rented  an  additional  building  and  made  arrangements  for  the  comfortable  accommodation  of 
a  considerable  number  of  pupils. 

This  building  is  appropriated  to  the  blind  and  is  under  the  superintendence  of  Mrs.  Coleman,  a  widow 
lady,  and  her  sister  Miss  Bragg,  ladies  of  exemplary  piety  and  virtue,  who  act  in  the  character  of  governess, 
housekeeper,  sempstress  and  assistant  teacher  of  the  females.  Their  joint  compensation  is  $  300  in  addition  to 
their  boarding.  Eighteen  pupils  have  already  applied  for  admission,  live  of  whom  have  arrived  and  are  now 
receiving  instruction  at  the  institution.  The  others  have  been  detained,  it  is  presumed,  by  the  unexampled 
inclemency  of  the  weather  and  the  almost  impassable  condition  of  the  road. 
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The  same  causes  have  detained  a  part  of  the  furniture,  books  and  apparatus  designed  for  the  use  of  the 
institution,  and  have  subjected  the  professors  to  great  inconvenience.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  in  a  few  weeks 
all  those  difficulties  will  vanish  and  the  affairs  of  the  institution  assume  an  aspect  which  will  be  cheering  to  the 
heart  of  every  individual  who  cherishes  a  feeling  of  compassion  for  the  unfortunate  objects  for  whose  instruction 
the  institution  was  founded. 

The  visitors  take  much  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  many  evidences  of  a  kind  and  friendly  regard  for 
the  interests  of  the  infant  institution,  which  have  been  manifested  by  establishments  of  a  kindred  character  to 
the  north.  The  trustees  of  those  institutions  have  taken  occasion  to  exhibit  their  interest,  not  merely  by  tender- 
ing all  the  information  in  their  power  in  relation  to  the  organization  of  the  schools,  but  they  have  also  presented 
the  Virginia  institution  with  books,  apparatus  and  specimens  of  their  manufacture,  which  have  been  thankfully 
received  and  preserved  by  the  visitors. 

Another  circumstance  has  afforded  much  grati6cation  to  the  visitors.  The  Virginia  institution  has  already 
begun  to  attract  the  notice  of  intelligent  and  humane  persons  in  some  of  the  states  south  of  Virginia.  Many 
enquiries  have  been  made  as  to  its  progress,  and  a  disposition  has  been  expressed  by  different  individuals  to 
patronize  it  whenever  the  means  of  accommodation  and  facilities  for  instruction  are  made  equal  to  those  pos- 
sessed by  northern  schools.  From  these  indications  the  board  think  it  more  than  probable  that  the  institution 
under  their  charge  will  at  an  early  day  be  extensively  patronized  by  the  southern  people,  as  they  are  determined 
to  use  every  exertion  within  the  scope  of  their  authority  to  render  it  worthy  of  a  generous  support. 

A  full  report  of  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  institution  has  been  forwarded  to  the  president  and  directors  of  the 
literary  fund,  and  can  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  their  files.  From  that  report  it  will  be  seen  that  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  annual  appropriation  has  been  expended  in  the  outfit  of  the  establishment,  such  as  the  purchase  of 
books,  maps,  musical  instruments  and  apparatus,  &c.,  and  of  bedding  and  furniture  of  every  description,  as 
well  for  the  steward's  department  as  for  the  departments  designated  for  the  professors  and  pupils.  These  arti- 
cles are  of  a  permanent  character  and  of  course  no  such  expenditure  will  be  incurred  in  any  subsequent  year, 
except  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  to  supply  an  increased  number  of  pupils.  In  making  these  purchases  the 
board  have  thought  it  best  to  procure  articles  of  a  plain  and  neat  style,  but  of  good  quality  and  such  as  will  suit 
for  the  new  buildings  when  completed.  Much  of  the  furniture  has  been  purchased  under  the  personal  super- 
intendence of  one  of  the  board  resident  in  Richmond  aided  by  several  humane  ladies,  who  kindly  offered  their 
services  in  this  work  of  benevolence.  The  purchases  have  boon  made  on  good  terms  and  the  articles  are  in 
every  respect  satisfactory  to  all  interested. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  visitors  of  the  Virginia  institution  for  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb 
and  of  the  blind  at  Staunton,  January  the  23d,  1840  : 

Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  esq.,  president  of  the  board,  presented  to  the  board  the  first  annual  report,  which 
was  read,  approved  and  adopted ;  and  it  was  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  enclose  said  report  to  the  Rev.  William  S.  Plumer  of  Richmond,  one  of  tbc 
visitors  of  this  institution,  with  a  request  that  he  add  any  thing  thereto  he  may  deem  proper,  and  lay  the  same 
before  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Literary  fund. 

A  copy — Teste, 

NICH'S  C.  KINNEY,  Sec'y. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SECOND  AUDITOR 

TO  THE  SENATE, 

hi  relation  to  Vie  Bonn*  paid  by  tfie  Banks  of  the  State,  and  the  amount  of  the  Stock  luld  by 
the  State  in  those  Institutions  and  the  dividends  thereon. 


SECOND  AUDITOR'S  OFFICE, 
20th  January  1840. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  statements  containing  the  information  called  for  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  senate  of  the  9th  instant. 

Statement  A,  shews  that  the  amount  of  bonus  which  the  commonwealth  had  received  up  to  July  1S39  in- 
clusive, from  the  existing  banks  of  the  commonwealth  amounted  to  $  1,091,731  75,  viz  :  in  bank  stocks  at  par 
value  S  908,900,  in  money  8 116,306,  and  from  proBts  on  sales  of  increased  capital  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia 
8  66,525  75  also  in  money;  that  the  Bank  of  Virginia  and  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia,  the  recipients  ol  the 
public  monies,  have  contributed  together  $941,231  75,  or  six-sevenths  of  the  whole  amount  of  said  bonus, 
leaving  $  150,600,  which  was  paid  by  the  other  specified  institutions  of  more  recent  establishment  and  smaller 
capital.  It  will  also  appear  from  the  same  statement  that  the  sum  of  $  1,550,017  10  had  accrued  from  ihe  said 
bonus  at  the  period  mentioned  in  dividends  and  interest,  of  which  sum  S  1,383,341  24  was  paid  by  the  Bank  of 
Virginia  and  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia. 

From  statement  B,  it  will  appear  that  on  the  1st  July  last  the  commonwealth  held  42,029  shares  of  the 
stock  of  tbe  existing  banks  of  the  commonwealth,  of  the  par  value  of  $4,202,900,  and  that  the  dividends  which 
bad  accrued  and  been  received  thereon  amounted  to  the  aggregate  sum  of  $2,793,628  01.  This  being  a  ge- 
neral statement,  comprehends  all  the  stocks  owned  by  the  state  however  derived,  and  of  course  includes  the 
bonus  stocks  and  dividends  specified  in  statement  A. 

Since  the  preparation  of  the  materials  for  this  report,  the  several  state  banks  have  declared  dividends  for 
the  last  half  year,  the  commonwealth's  proportion  being  S  129,037  75,  of  which  $37,244  25  accrues  on  the  bonus 
shares.  It  will  also  give  an  addition  of  about  87  shares  of  bank  stock  to  the  permanent  funds  of  the  Board  of 
public  works  derived  from  the  bonus  ou  the  new  capital  actually  subscribed  under  the  act  of  1637  ;  20  shares 
of  the  Merchants  and  Mechanics  Bank  will  be  also  received  under  their  original  charter,  making  the  total  increase 
from  bonus  in  this  month  107  shares  or  $  10,700.  The  bank  last  mentioned  is  the  only  one  which  is  not  sub- 
jected to  the  conditions  of  the  general  bank  act  of  1S37.  That  bank  is  paying  $2,000  semi-annually  for  bonus 
under  its  charter,  which  will  continue  until  the  first  January  IS46  inclusive.  After  which  two  semi-annual  in- 
stalments of  $750  will  complete  tbe  amount  of  $40,000,  payable  by  the  bank  for  its  charter. 

The  new  banking  capital  authorized  by  the  act  of  25th  March  1837  amounted  to  $  5,000,000,  of  which 
one  half  was  subscribed  by  the  commonwealth,  and  the  remainder  was  open  for  individual  subscription  ;  of  the 
latter  amount  it  appears  from  the  last  returns  to  which  1  have  had  access  that  about  10,474  shares  only  have 
been  subscribed,  which  added  to  the  subscription  of  the  commonwealth  makes  the  aggregate  of  the  new  stock 
35,474  shares.  When  the  balance  of  tbe  private  subscriptions  shall  have  been  obtained,  the  bonus  until  1st  Ja- 
nuary 1S42  will  be  paid  on  $5,000,000,  and  will  produce  $  25,000  annually.  After  that  period  the  whole  capital 
new  and  old  now  authorized  of  the  existing  banks  will  amount  to  $  11,730,000,  of  which  8  11,230,000  will  yield 
semi-annually  during  the  existence  of  their  charter  a  bonus  of  $  per  cent,  payable  in  the  stock  of  the  respective 
banks  equal  to  $28,075  or  $66,150  annually. 

By  the  2nd  section  of  the  act  of  5th  February  1816,  creating  the  Fund  for  internal  improvement,  the  stocks 
then  held  by  the  state  in  the  Bank  of  Virginia  and  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia,  (being  all  the  bank  stock  held  at 
that  time  by  the  commonwealth,)  were  vested  in  the  said  fund,  together  with  such  bonus  or  premiums  as  should 
be  thereafter  received  for  the  incorporation  of  new  banks,  or  for  the  augmentation  of  the  capitals  or  the  exten- 
sion of  the  charters  of  the  existing  banks.  This  disposition  has  subsequently  been  confirmed  by  law  in  every 
instance  where  a  bonus  or  premium  has  become  payable  by  a  bank.  Accordingly  the  whole  of  the  stocks  and 
monies  specified  in  the  statement  A,  belong  to  the  Fund  for  internal  improvement  and  are  included  in  state- 
ment B,  of  the  accounts  of  the  said  fund  for  the  year  1839,  transmitted  from  this  office  to  the  legislature  at  tbe 
commencement  of  the  present  session. 

I  am  with  very  high  respect, 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Ja.,  Second  Auditor. 
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A. 


Statement  exhibiting  the  amount  of  Bonus  which  has  been  received  by  the  State  from  the  several  Banks  incorporated  by  lav. 
and  in  vhat  mannerjhe  said  iJonua  has  been  invested  or  disposed  of.   Also,  shewing  the  amount  of  Dividends  received  upon 


FROM  WHAT  BAN  KB  DERIVED. 

Hon  01  lad  pro- 

(>U  .0  Ml.  Sf 

leursstanddl- 
.•rfsodsoabo- 

Toru. 

L  B»nk  of  Virginia,  ..... 
Bono*  shares,  under  let  of  20th  January  1814,  - 

Profit  on  ule  of  6000  shares  of  now  «tock  Und«r  tuna  act,  oonrerUd  into  547  ahan 

of  Mock  of  Bank  of  Virginia.  ... 
Profit  on  sale  of  5000  shares  new  stuck,  under  act  of  lGth  February  1833, 
Bonos  in  money  by  10  instalments,  under  act  of  l?th  February  1830,  - 

"  440,000  00 

"     54,700  00 
11,825  75 
51,306  00 

ssV  CCT  Wi  1  TE 

9007,931  70 

567831  75 

752807  07 

1310638  82  J 

Dividends  received  on  bonus  shared,     •  • 
Interest  on  bonus  paid  in  money, 

747.U3D  10 

6,771  02 
$752^07 

2.  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia,  ..... 
Bonus  shares,  under  act  of  13th  February  1 1- 12. 
Bonus  in  money,  one  instalment,  under  act  of  0th  March  1824, 

333  400  00 

50,000  00 

$383,400 JO 

585,117  00 
45,416  67 

SMBjsM  fry 

IOIJJ.B  0. 

Dividends  received  on  bonus  shares, 
Interest  on  bonus  paid  in  money, 

3.  Bank  of  the  Valley  in  Virginia,  .... 
Bonus  shares,  under  act  of  5th  February ^1817,    flahFb"       Jg30  - 

1H1  001 1  0O 
10,000  00 

100000  00 

133200  00 

233200  00 

$100,000  00 

Dividends  received  on  bonus  shares, 
Interest  on  bonus  received  in  money,  - 

131,000  00 
2,200  00 

_f J33.200  00 

4'  N^on"^awDMt5(h'Kbruary  1817,  #23,100,  act  25th  March  1837,  $4000, 

27,100  00 
6,000  00 

$32,100  00 

32100  00 

32251  21 

64351  21 

Dividends  received  on  bonus  shares, 
Interest  on  bonus  received  in  money,  ■ 

31,827  00 
424  21 

$32,251  21 

5.  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia, 

Bonus  shares,  underset  of  20th  March  1837,  $5900 ;  dividends  on  same  $75  15, 
C.  Merchants  and  Mechanics  Bank  of  Wheeling, 

Bonos  shares,  under  act  of  7th  March  1834,  $  12,500;  dividends  on  ssme  $  1150, 

*  - 

6900  00 
12500  00  < 

75  15 
1150  00 

5975  15 
13650  00 

155O0I7  10 



2641748  85 
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RECAPITULATION. 


ttp«, 


Internet  calculated  on  booui  retailed 


in*  4' 
•din 


tf  Bonus 

In  bank  etocka,  9C3C  iharea  at  par,  and  47  aharoa  at  $  110  par  ehare,  total  9G83 
In  etata  acript,  5  and  6  par  cant,  ... 


Application  of  Dividends  and  Interest : 

That  part  of  tfa*  dividend*  on  tha  bono* 
improvement  waa  appropriated  it  ia  anppoaed  to 
that  and  aubaeqnent  acta  relating  to  aaid  fond. 


9OS,9O0  00 
110,306  00 
66,536  75 

•    1,496,804  30 
63^.12  80 


1/191,731  75 
1,560,017  10 


E.  E. 


Second  Audits  Office,  20th  January  1840. 


J.  BROWN,  Jh^ 
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Statement  shewing 


"what 
1839, 


g  "  what  amount  of  Stock  is  owned  by  the  Stale  in  the  several  Bank;  and  hsw  that  Slock 
of  Dividends  has  been  received  by  the  Slate  upon  said  Stock,  and  how  the  same  has  been  i 


rwm  JSW«U    I  ui  , 

applied,"  up  to  Jul, 


IN  WHAT  BANKS. 


(a)  Bank  of  Virginia, 

(b)  Firmer*  Dank  of  Virginia, 

(c)  Bank  of  Oie  Valley  in  Virginia, 
(<f)  Northweatern  Bank  of  Virginia, 
(r)  Exchange  Bank  c.r  Virginia^    ^  ^ 

Total, 


(including  44D0  bonus  shs.) 
3334  " 

»         900  " 

"  59  " 

MS 


I*  WH4T  NlM*  HIU>. 


Si 

1 


5050 
3700 
4000 
9000 


2.-.000 


Hl,%rv., 

3442 

1000 
271 
59 
125 


13202 


1 

a 


i 

I 


a 


Stare*. 

•Ml  I  («)  13736 
1054  j  (»)  9546 
92  I  («)  4792 
500    (d)  4771 
[«)  9059 
i/)  125 


37G7 


420'.*J 


1373GO0  00 
954000  00 
479200  00 
477100  00 
905900  00 
12500  00 


♦  4202900  00 


a 

i! 


1S10191  70 
720503  75 
143006  50 
55911  60 
2t»il  46 

nwoo 


27;i3C*i  01 


Noti 


(•) 


nk  of  Virginia: 

Subscribed  by  the  commonwealth  per  act  of  30th  January  1804,  payable  in  ten  annual 
instalment*,  to  meet  which  the  tax  on  merchant*  licenses  and  the  dividend*  on  the 
stock  itaelf  were  pledged — the  dividend*  during  the  time  amounted  to  $  270,000, 
Bono*  and  profit  on  sale  of  new  stock  of  the  bank  under  aet  of  20th  January  1814, 
l'urcha*ed — out  of  the  diipoaabte  fundi  of  the  board  of  public  ' 
out  of  the  permanent  capital  of  the  literary  fund, 
out  of  the  undrawn  school  quotas  in  the  treasury  (tt.u.puWJ 
I  paid  for  out  of  the  Un 


(I) 


300,000  00 
494,700  00 
41,800  00 
205 ,000  00 
6,500  00 
y,  325,000  00 


;  of  Virginia : 
i  under  act  of  13th  February  1813. 
Purchased — out  of  permanent  funds  of  board  of  public  work*, 
out  of  the  dtapoublo  funds  of  do. 
out  of  the  permanent  capital  of  the  literary  fund, 
Subscribed  and  paid  for  out  of  the  United  State*  surplus  revenue 


on  deposit, 


333,400  00 
4,700  00 
6,100  00 
106,400  00 
505,000  00 


(c)  Bank  of  the  Valley : 

Bonus  under  act  of  5th  Febi 
board  of  public  works  $  10,' 


1817  $  90,000,  purchased  out  of  disposable  fund*  of 


Purcha»ed  out  of  permanent  cnp^uUf  the  literary  fund  $9,200,  paid  for  oat  of  United 


Bonus  under  act  of  5th  February  1817  $  23,100,  Do. 
Paid  for  out  of  United  States  surplus  revenue  on  deposit, 
Paid  for  in  dividends  on  the  stock  itself  $  24,903  07,  state  6 
Paid  for  out  of  the  permanent  capital  of  the  literary  fund, 

(«)  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia  t 

Bonus  under  act  of  25th  March  1837, 
Paid  for  out  of  United  States  surplus  revenue  on  deposit, 
>er  cent,  scrip, 
ptionof  $900,000  by  the  < 


1637  $  4,000, 


100,000  00 
379,200  00 


27,100  00 

232  *09  33 
117,190  67 
60,000  00 


Psid  for  in  state  C  per  cent,  scrip, 
Due  on  the  subscnpuo 


snd  Mechanic*  Bank  of  W 
act  of  7th  March  1834, 


'i55,000  00 


4771. 


1,373,600  m 


954,600  W 


47L\2<«  *> 


477,100  00 
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(f)  The  dividends  received  upon  the  foregoing  stocks  here  been  applied 
To  the  credit  of  the  public  treasury  By  the  Bank  of  " 


To  the  credit  of  the  fund  for 


To 


In  pert 


the  literary  fund. 


ST;  ■ 


T1X. 


Exchange  Bulk, 

By  the  Benk  of  Virginia, 
Karmcrs  Benk, 
Benk  of  the  Valley, 
Northwestern  Benk, 
Exchange  Bank, 


By  the  Bank  of  Virginia, 
iBank, 


Farmers 
Bank  of  the  V 


to  the  new  slock  of  the  North* 


379,904  SO 
57,501  25 
9,232  00 
26,169  31 

1,190,198  25 
634,835  25 
139^00  00 
32,520  93 
75  15 
1,150  00 

2J0,08«  95 
134.ICT  25 
3,806  50 
19,260  00 


472,827  06 


1,898,579  58 


397,312  70 


$  2,793^01 


Notc. — The 
He- ill  bee 


Second  Auditor'!  Office,  20th  January  1640. 


of  the  commonwealth  to  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia  is  pat  at  the  fall  amount  authorized  by  law,  via.  $  900,000. 
(s)  that  $155,000  of  this  amount  yet  remain  to  be  paid  by  the  state.   By  the  last  returns  of  the  bask  it  wae  an- 
ient of  the  further  sura  of  $  103^  of  this  balance.— Document  Uotut  of  Delegai 


DeUgate*  No.  12. 


E.  E. 


J.  BROWN  Jb.  Second 
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SECOND  AUDITOR'S  REPORT 


PUBLIC  DEBT  AND  RESOURCES  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 


SECOND  AUDITOR'S  OFFICE, 
6th  February  1840. 

SIR, 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  house  of  delegates  of  the  28th  ult.  I  have  the  honour  to  trans- 
mit the  enclosed  statements  respecting  the  debt  and  resources  of  the  commonwealth. 

"With  great  respect, 

Tour  obed't  serr't, 

J.  BROWN,  Jr. 

The  honourable  the  Speaker  of  the  Houte  of  Delegate*. 


SECOND  AUDITOR'S  OFFICE, 
5th  February  1840. 

Bra, 

In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  house  of  delegates  of  the  28th  ultimo,  I  hnve  prepared  and  now 
transmit  two  statements,  the  one  exhibiting  the  amount  and  character  of  the  debt,  and  the  other  the  amount  of 
the  bank  stocks  and  other  resources  of  the  commonwealth. 

Statement  A.  presents  the  several  points  of  information  required  in  relation  to  the  public  debt.  Under  the 
1st  bead  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  debt  is  shewn  to  be  $6,592,377  27  ;  by  the  5th,  that  part  of  the  stocks 
issued  by  the  commonwealth  on  account  of  said  debt,  to  tbe  amount  of  $  1,239,002  91,  has  been  purchased  and 
is  held  for  state  purposes  by  the  public  corporations  therein  specified,  and  that  consequently  the  outstanding  or 
floating  debt  of  the  commonwealth  is  reduced  in  fact  to  $6,353,374  36,  which  amount  is  beyond  its  control, 
except  with  the  consent  of  the  holders,  until  the  arrival  of  the  respective  periods  of  redemption  stated  under 
head, No.  4. 

Tbe  additional  amount  of  certificates  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  issue  to  complete  engagements  which 
have  been  partly  complied  with  is  shewn  under  bead  No.  2  to  amount  to  S  551,727  90. 

Under  head  No.  3  will  be  found  the  guarantees  which  were  authorized  by  acts  of  the  last  session  of  the  le- 
gislature to  ensure  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  loans  proposed  to  be  obtained  by  certain  joint 
stock  companies  amounting  to  $1,750,000,  and  the  extent  to  which  the  stale  has  become  actually  bound  under 
those  acts. 

Under  head  No.  6  is  given  the  amount  of  the  liabilities  of  the  state  which  its  functionaries  have  not  been  yet 
required  under  the  provisions  of  the  respective  acts  to  assume.  It  is  not  perhaps  a  precisely  accurate  exhibit, 
but  it  is  believed  to  be  nearly  so.  Though  not  called  for,  it  is  presented  with  a  view  of  rendering  the  informa- 
tion respecting  tbe  amount  of  the  actual  and  probable  future  debt  of  the  commonwealth  under  existing  laws 
more  complete. 
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Tbc  bank  stocks  and  other  funds  held  by  the  commonwealth  at  this  date  are  designated  and  classed  in 
statement  B.  Those  which  are  specified  in  the  first  class  may  be  considered  available  or  nearly  so  to  their  full 
nominal  amount,  (say  S  6,281 ,9GS  74.)  The  2d  class,  amounting  to  S  997,554  70,  consists  of  stocks  in  internal 
improvement  companies,  from  which  dividends  arc  commonly  received.  These  two  descriptions  of  funds  make 
togeiher  8  7,279,523  44,  and  constitute  what  may  be  termed  the  present  available  funds.  In  the  3rd  class  are 
comprehended  stocks,  amounting  to  $3,498,198  01,  held  by  the  state  in  improvements  now  constructing.  Some 
of  the  principal  undertakings  particularized  in  this  class  are  intimately  connected  with  the  prosperity  of  the 
commonwealth,  and  cannot  fail  it  is  believed  to  become  more  or  less  profitable  when  they  shall  bo  completed 
and  in  full  operation.  The  4th  class  contains  a  list  of  the  joint  stock  improvements  in  which  the  state  is  inte- 
rested, to  the  amount  of  81,203,998  5S,  which  have  been  completed,  and  from  which  no  dividends  have  been 
heretofore  received.  It  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  some  of  the  most  costly  of  these  improvements  too  will 
when  relieved  from  the  embarrassments  in  which  they  are  involved,  proceeding  principally  from  a  too  limited 
capital,  be  in  a  condition  to  yield  satisfactory  dividends.  I  consider  it  my  duty  however  to  say,  that  from  a 
large  portion  of  the  stocks  of"  this  class  no  such  expectation  can  reasonably  be  entertained.  The  representatives 
in  the  legislature  from  the  sections  of  the  state  in  which  the  several  improvements  lie  are  able  to  form  a  much 
more  correct  estimate  than  myself  of  their  present  condition  and  future  value. 

Taking  it  for  granted  that  the  object  of  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  delegates  was  to  procure  an  exhibit 
of  the  aggregate  debt  of  the  commonwealth  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  a  similar  exhibit  of  its  available 
funds  or  assets  of  every  description,  shewing  the  ability  of  the  stale  to  extinguish  that  debt,  the  following  view 
is  presented  : 

The  existing  debt  of  the  commonwealth  as  before  stated  is  shewn  in  statement  A.  to  amount  to  S  6,692,377 
27  cents.  The  1st  class  of  stocks  and  other  funds  in  statement  B.  considered  available,  and  estimated  at  their 
full  par  value  amounts  to  S6,2S1,96S  74,  being  within  8  310,408  53  of  the  amount  necessary  to  extinguish  the 
debt.  Including  however  the  2d,  3rd  and  4th  classes  of  funds  contained  in  that  statement  as  more  or  less  avail- 
able, the  aggregate  of  resources  amounts  to  $11,931,720  63,  thus  shewing  a  nominal  excess  beyond  the  debt  of 
$5,389,343  36.  It  may  be  presumed  that  a  large  portion  of  the  stocks  composing  this  surplus  will  be  available 
to  a  considerable  extent  at  future  periods. 

Another  view  of  the  subject  may  be  presented.  Under  the  5th  head  of  statement  A.  it  is  shewn  that  omit- 
ting that  portion  of  the  state  debt  held  by  the  public  corporations  for  the  use  of  the  commonwealth,  there  re- 
mained outstanding,  or  in  the  hands  of  privato  corporations  and  individuals  the  sum  of  $  5,353,374  36  only. 
Against  this  amount  the  state  holds  $4,053,400  in  the  single  item,  of  bank  stocks,  (1st  class  of  statement  B.) 
To  meet  the  difference  of  $1,294,974  36  between  the  two,  there  remains  a  balance  of  funds  amounting  nomi- 
nally to  $6,634,317  72. 

It  is  proper  to  observe  that  I  have  omitted  as  part  of  the  funds,  the  investment  in  those  works  which  have 
been  prosecuted  solely  on  state  account,  or  jointly  by  the  state  and  certain  counties,  the  amount  of  which  is 
about  $  3S0.000.  Should  these  improvements  ever  become  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  state,  they  may  fairly  be 
taken  into  future  estimates  as  available  in  proportion  to  their  productiveness. 

I  have  also  excluded  from  the  estimate  loans  to  the  amount  of  $1S0,000  made  to  the  University  of  Virginia 
from  the  Literary  fund.  From  the  nature  of  the  security  pledged  to  redeem  this  loan  it  cannot  be  embraced  in 
the  views  above  presented,  the  security  for  the  loans  being  the  annuity  of  the  University  out  of  the  revenue  of 
the  Literary  fund  derived  from  the  available  stocks  and  funds  embraced  in  class  No.  1  of  statement  B. 

Towards  the  payment  of  the  bank  stocks  owned  by  the  commonwealth  $1,932,809  33  was  applied  out  of 
the  surplus  revenue  of  $2,198,427  99  received  into  the  treasury  in  the  fiscal  year  endiog  the  30th  September 
1837,  as  was  olso  the  sum  of  $  93,065  83  lent  to  the  Richmond  and  Petersburg  rail-road  company. 

As  it  regards  the  liabilities  of  the  commonwealth  tending  to  increase  her  debt  by  subscriptions  to  or  invest- 
ments in  joint  stock  companies,  it  is  evident  that  an  amount  of  funds  corresponding  with  such  increase  is  simul- 
taneously provided.  Whether  those  funds  will  be  available  or  otherwise  will  I  presume  depend  principally  on 
the  character  of  the  improvements. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obd't  serv't, 

J.  BROWN,  Ja. 

Second  Auditor. 

The  honourable  the  Speaker  of  the  Route  of  Delegates. 
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(A.) 


PUBLIC  DEBT. 


STATEMENTS  CONCERNING  THE  DEBT  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH, 

28th  January  1840. 


343,039  17 
387,282  00 


1.  Certificates  issued. 

Revolutionary  debt  824,039  17— War  debt  of  1814  $319,000,  - 
Debt  created  for  payment  of  stock  subscribed  by  the  commonwealth  to  state  banks, 
Internal  improvement  debt : 

Subscriptions  to  joint  stock  companies, 
Loans  to  do. 

Appropriations  to  works  undertaken  solely  or  in  part  on  state  account 
(including  improvements  of  the  late  James  river  company 
$  1,324,500,  now  transferred  to  the  James  river  and  Kanawha 
company,)  .... 


3,695,806  10 
650,000  00 


1,706,750  00 


State  library  debt, 


5,852,656  10 
9,600  00 


Total  amount  of  certificates  issued, 

Certificates  remaining  to  be  issued. 

(To  complete  existing  engagements.) 

To  complete  subscriptions  made  by  the  board  of  public  works  to  joint  stock  companies,  - 
To  complete  loan  authorized  to  Richmond  and  Petersburg  rail-road  company, 
To  complete  roads  undertaken  wholly  by  the  state  or  jointly  with  certain  counties, 
To  complete  the  payment  of  the  subscription  authorized  on  behalf  of  the  state  to  the 
capital  stock  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia, 

Amount  of  certificates  to  be  i 


Debts  guaranteed  bt  the  state. 
James  river  and  Kanawha  company,  - 

(By  an  act  passed  23d  March  1839,  the  company  was  authorized  to  issue  certificates 
for  $  1,500,000  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  six  per  cent.,  and  the  treasurer 
was  directed  "  to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  state  lor  the  punctual  payment  of  the 
interest  and  the  ultimate  redemption  of  the  principal."  Certificates  for  $265,000 
of  this  loan  with  the  state  guarantee  have  been  issued  to  this  time,  and  the  re- 
mainder will  be  issued  as  the  purposes  of  the  company  may  require.) 
Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  rail-road  company,  - 

(An  act  passed  6th  April  1839,  authorized  a  similar  guarantee  of  the  state  to  that  con- 
tained in  the  act  abovementioned  upon  a  loan  of  $  250,000.  The  conditions  of 
this  act  have  not  yet  been  accepted  by  the  company,  and  of  course  the  guarantee 
is  not  yet  given.) 


135,493  90 
100,000  00 
161,234  00 

166,000  00 

$551,727  90 


1,500,000  00 


250,000  00 


Amount  authorized  to  be  guaranteed, 
3 


-     $1,750,000  00 
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4.  Periods  op 
In  1840 
1841 
1642 
1843 
1844 
1845 
1846 
1849 
1850 
1851 


REDEMPTION  OP  THE  EXISTING  DBBT. 

60,000  00 

20,300  00 

83,000  00 

211,300  00 

365,400  00 

300,000  00 

200,000  00 

5,000  00 

264,000  00 

3S.0OO  00 


In  1852 
1853 
1854 
1865 
1866 
1857 
1858 
1859 
1860 


Brought  up, 


Carried  up,  1,537,000  00 

Obtained  for  the  Northwestern  turnpike  road  under  an  act  passed  26th  Jan- 
uary 1839,  and  redeemable  at  pleasure  of  the  board  of  public  works,  36,000  00 

War  debts  held  by  the  literary  fund — redeemable  at  pleasure  of  general 

assembly,               -               -               -               -  343,039  17 

Library  fund  debt — to  be  extinguished  from  time  to  time  out  of  the  sales  of 

books  belonging  to  that  fund,       -                -                -  9,500  00 


1,637,000  00 
130,000  00 
27,000  00 
186,500  00 
305,000  00 
116.300  00 
1,136,300  00 
1,826,050  00 
873,688  10 
66,000  00 

»6,203,S38  10 


3SS.539  17 


5. 


Where  the  debt  is  held. 

In  Europe,  viz  : 

In  England  $1,953,660  21.    France  $30,000.    Germany  $20,100.  Switzerland 
310,000,  - 
In  the  United  States  other  than  Virginia,  tiz  : 

Pennsylvania  $  592,900,  (of  which  $  660,400  is  held  by  the  U.  S.  Bank,)  Maryland 
$  283,200,  New  York  $  25,000,  District  of  Columbia  $  53,400,  North  Carolina 
$11,600,  Rhode  Islands  2,000,  - 
In  Virginia,  viz: 

Held  by  Bank  of  Virginia  $145,000,  Farmers  Bank  $39,000,  Exchange 

Bank  $279,000,  Northwestern  Bank  $88,682,  -  551,582  00 

Ditto      by  individuals  and  private  corporations,  1,820,032  15 


Actual  outstanding  or  floating  debt, 

Literary  fund,  - 
Fund  for  internal  improvement,  - 
Commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund, 
The  treasurer  for  tho  Cincinnati  society, 
Amount  held  by  state  funds, 


966,056  50 
212,366  41 
58,506  00 
2,074  00 


$6,592,377  27 


2,013,760  21 


96S.000  00 


2,371,614  15 
5,353,374  30 


6.  Liabilities  op  the  Commonwealth. 

(Being  for  subscriptions  to  internal  improvement 
Staunton  and  Charlottesville  rail-road, 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail-road, 
Falmouth  and  Alexandria  rail-road, 
Lynchburg  and  Tennessee  rail-road, 
Other  minor  improvements, 


1,239,002  91 


$C 


authorized  but  not  yet  applied  for  or  made.) 

320,000  00 
-  1,360,520  00 
600,000  00 
200,000  00 
329,800  00 


$2,810,320  00 


*  These  loans,  with  the  exception  of  $6,400,  are  irredeemable  for  20  years  from  the  time  of  their  issue.  Liberty  is  reserved  to 
the  general  assembly  to  postpone  the  redemption  of  the  earlier  loans  for  a  further  period  not  exceeding  15  years.  The  later  loans  may 
be  redeemed  after  the  expiration  of  20  years  at  tfir  pleasure  of  Ike  general  aMemttly.  The  above  statement  shews  the  years  in  which 
the  right  of  redemption  accrues  on  the  respective  sums.  The  redemption  of  the  $  6,400  above  excepted,  and  which  is  included  in  the 
year  1»59,  is  obligatory  on  the  state  in  that  year,  the  amount  being  obtained  for  a  limited  period  under  an  act  passed  21st  March  1S39. 

E.  E.  J.  BROWN,  Jr.,  Second  Auditor. 
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(B.) 

RESOURCES  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  BANK  STOCKS 

And  other  available  or  unavailable  Stocks  and  Funds  of  every  description  held  by  or  for  the  Commonwealth,  28th 

1840. 


THESE  STOCKS  AND  FUNDS  ARB  HELD  I.N  THE  FOLLOWINO  MANNER,  VIZ  : 

By  the  commonutalth  proper,           -  -  2,445,139  83 

Literary  fund,                   -  -  1,469,266  60 

Fund  for  Internal  improvement,  -  8,018,818  30 

Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  fund,  -  58,506  00 

$11,991,720  63 

AND  ABE  OF  THE  FOLLOWING  DESCRIPTIONS,  VIZ ! 

1.  Bank,  state  and  other  stocks,  upon  which  dividends  and  interest  are  regularly  received,  and 

loans  satisfactorily  secured  by  mortgage  for  the  payment  of  interest  and  principal : 
Bank  stocks  (not  including  1550  shares  in  the  Exchange  Bank  not  yet  paid  for)  $  4,058,400, 
certificates  of  state  debt  held  by  state  institutions  $1,239,002  91,  stock  in  the  old 
James  river  company,  467  shares  paying  forever  six  per  cent,  on  $  233,500 ;  certifi- 
cates of  debt  of  the  Petersburg  rail-road  company  S  16,000,  loans  to  rail-road  compa- 
nies $550,000,  loan  to  directors  of  Ohio  river  and  Maryland  road  $  12,000,  loan  to  Rich- 
mond dock  company  $50,000,  stock  of  the  corporation  of  Richmond  $21,000,  loan  to 
Washington  college,  secured  by  an  assignment  of  dividends  due  the  college  on  old 
James  river  company  stock,  $  4000 ;  loan  to  Richmond  and  Petersburg  rail-road  com- 
pany out  of  United  Slates  surplus  revenue  $  99,066  83,  -  -  6,281,968  74 

2.  Stocks  held  by  the  Board  of  public  works  in  joint  stock  companies  for  internal  improvements, 

upon  which  dividends  have  been  received  with  more  or  less  regularity,  and  which 
may  therefore  be  considered  as  available  to  an  amount  proportionate  to  said  divi- 
dends, viz : 

In  Louisa  rail-road  company  $179,925,  Petersburg  rail-road  company  $160,000,  Rich- 
mond, Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  rail-road  company  $275,200,  Upper  Appomattox 
company  $  36,360,  Roanoke  navigation  company  $  80,000,  Rivanna  navigation  com- 
pany $33,271  69,  Lynchburg  and  Salem  turnpike  company  $30,000,  Staunton  and 
James  river  turnpike  company  $  20,000,  Shepherdstown  and  Smithfield  turnpike  com- 
pany $18,575,  Swift  run  gap  turnpike  company  (old  subscription)  $4100,  Warm 
springs  and  Harrisonburg  turnpike  company  $  11,760,  Fincastlc  and  Blue  Ridge  turn- 
pike company  $2762,  Jackson's  river  turnpike  company  $8000,  White  and  Salt  Sul- 
phur springs  turnpike  company  S  4000,  Little  river  turnpike  company  $  12,560,  Ashby's 
gap  turnpike  company  $14,000,  Wellsburg  and  Washington  turnpike  company 
$7071  01.    (Dividends  in  183S  $30,191  74— in  1839  $33,497  41,)  -  997,554  70 

Present  available  funds,        -  -        $7,279,623  44 
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Brought  over,  -  -  -         7,279,523  II 

3.  Stocks  held  by  the  Board  of  jtublic  works  in  joint  stock  companies  whose  works 

are  in  the  process  ot  construction,  viz : 
In  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company  $  281,111  11,  James  river  and  Ka- 
nawha company  $3,000,000,  Rappahannock  company  $45,150,  Dra- 
gon Swamp  navigation  company  $  1000,  Valley  turnpike  company 
$  156,000,  Red  and  Blue  Sulphur  springs  turnpike  company  $  3000, 
Pittsylvania,  Franklin  and  Botetourt  turnpike  company  $2937  60, 
Natural  bridge  turnpike  company  $6000,  Holliday's  Cove  turnpike 
company  $  4000,  ....  3.498.19S  61 

4.  Stocks  held  by  the  Board  of  public  works  in  joint  stock  companies  whose  works 

have  been  completed,  and  which  have  heretofore  been  unproductive,  viz : 
City  Point  rail-road  company  $60,000,  Portsmouth  and  Roanoke  rail-road 
company  $266,650,  Richmond  and  Petersburg  rail-road  company 
$200,000,  Winchester  and  Potomac  rail-road  company  $120,000, 
Lower  Appomattox  company  $  16,000,  Dismal  Swamp  canal  company 
S  190,000,  Richmond  dock  company  $62,500,  Monongalia  navigation 
company  $8180,  Augusta  springs  turnpike  company  $2000,  Berryvillc 
turnpike  company  $6300,  Charleston  and  Point  Pleasant  turnpike  com- 
pany $  20.S00,  t  airfax  turnpike  company  $  5400,  Fallsbridge  turnpike 
company  $  32,000,  Fauquier  and  Alexandria  turnpike  company  $  30,000, 
Huntersville  and  Warm  springs  turnpike  company  $5800,  Lecsburg 
turnpike  company  $  33,600,  Lecsburg  and  Snicker's  gap  turnpike  com- 
pany $  15,000,  Lewisburg  and  Blue  Sulphur  springs  turnpike  company 
$3950,  Lexington  and  Covington  turnpike  company  $13,893  68,  Mid- 
dle turnpike  company  8  23,900,  Millboro'  and  Carr's  creek  turnpike 
company  $1978,  Pittsylvania  and  Lynchburg  turnpike  company  $6947, 
Swift  Run  gap  turnpike  company  (2d  subscription)  $46,000,  Snicker's 

fap  turnpike  company  $  20,000,  Smithfield,  Charleston  and  Harper's 
crry  turnpike  company  $  14,000,  Tye  river  and  Blue  Ridge  turnpike 
company  $2400,  Cartersville  bridge  company  $6700,  -  1,203,998  58 

  4,702,197  19 


Aggregate  amount  of  funds,       -  -  $11,981,720  63 


E.  E. 

J.  BROWN,  Jb. 

Second  Auditor. 
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REPORT 

Of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Branch  Bank  at  Danville. 


Aggregate  indebtedness  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposite  of  the  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia at  Danville  on  the  19th  day  of  October  1839,       ....       $27,330  00 
Aggregate  indebtedness  of  the  same  on  the  1st  January  1840,  -  -         27,330  00 

William  M.  Burweil  esq.,  a  member  of  the  legislature  from  the  county  of  Bedford, 

was  indebted  to  this  office  on  the  19th  day  of  October  1839  in  the  sum  of         -  1,270  39 

This  debt  has  since  been  diminished  ....  270  39 


The  honourable 
SIR, 


of  the  Committee  of  Banks. 


BANKING  HOUSE  AT  DANVILLE, 
January  22d,  1840. 


In  obedience  to  two  resolutions  adopted  by  your  committee  on  the  6th  day  of  January  1840,  calling 
on  me  as  president  of  this  office  for  certain  information  demanded  by  them  in  relation  to  the  indebtedness  of  the 
seven  directors  of  this  bank,  and  of  the  members  of  the  house  of  delegates  of  Virginia,  I  send  the  above  report, 

And  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


GEORGE  TOWNES,  President 

Bank  of  Virginia  at  Danville. 
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RESOLUTIONS  OF  NEW  JERSEY. 


To  the  House  of  Delegates. 

I  lay  before  the  general  assembly  a  communication  from  the  governor  of  New  Jersey  enclosing  a  preamble 
and  resolutions  passed  by  the  legislature  of  that  slate  on  the  subject  of  the  exclusion  from  their  seals  in  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  United  States  of  five  of  the  persons  duly  commissioned  as  the  representatives  of  the 
people  of  New  Jersey  in  the  twenty-sixth  congress. 

These  resolutions  relate  to  a  subject  involving  one  of  the  most  vilal  rights  of  the  states  of  this  union,  and 
will  doubtless  receive  from  the  general  assembly  the  consideration  which  their  importance  demands. 

Should  the  practice  obtain  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  of  which  this  case  is  believed  to  be  the  first 
example,  of  one  portion  of  the  members  returned  according  to  the  laws  of  their  slates  undertaking  to  exclude 
other  portions  of  members  hav  ing  similar  and  legal  authentications  of  their  membership  from  a  participation  in 
the  organization  of  the  house  and  the  election  oi  its  officers,  and  from  holding  their  seats  until  an  adversary 
claim  to  them  shall  have  been  regularly  adjudicated,  it  is  obvious  to  perceive  that  such  a  course  has  no  limit  or 
principle  but  force,  and  must  ultimately  result  in  revolutionary  violence. 

I  also  transmit  a  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  Vermont  on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands. 

DAVID  CAMPBELL. 

Executive  Department,  Richmond,  Feb.  3,  1840. 


STATE  OF  NEW  JERSEY. 

EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 

Tbenton,  January  24,  1840. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  preamble  and  resolutions  passed  by  the  legislature  of  the 
state  of  New  Jersey  at  their  present  session,  and  lo  request  that  you  will  lay  the  same  before  the  legislature  of 
the  state  over  which  you  preside. 

With  high  consideration, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  PENNINGTON, 

Governor  of  New  Jersey. 

To  hit  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Virginia. 
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STATE  OF  NEW  JERSEY. 


JOINT  RESOLUTIONS. 

Whereas  it  appears,  from  a  report  made  by  John  B.  Aycrigg,  John  P.  B.  Maxwell,  William  Halsled, 
Charles  C.  Stralton  and  Thomas  Jones  Yorke,  6ve  of  the  persons  duly  commissioned  as  representatives  of  tbe 
people  of  New  Jersey  in  the  iwenly-sixlh  congress  of  the  United  Slates,  to  the  governor  of  this  state,  and  by 
him  communicated  to  the  legislature,  that  at  the  lime  and  place  prescribed  by  law  for  the  meeting  of  that  con- 
gress, they  appeared  and  produced  their  commissions  as  such  representatives,  and  claimed  the  right  to  unite 
with  ihe  representatives  from  the  other  stales  of  the  Union  in  forming  and  organizing  a  house  of  representatives, 
but  by  the  acts  of  a  portion  of  those  representatives  were  prevented  from  exercising  that  right,  and  are  still 
excluded  from  any  participation  in  their  proceedings  and  deliberations;  by  which  acts  the  people  of  New  Jersey 
are  deprived  of  their  just  voice  in  the  councils  of  the  nation  at  a  lime  when  measures  of  great  public  import- 
ance and  deeply  aftecting  their  feelings  and  interests  are  to  be  acted  upon  ;  their  state  authorities  and  their  seal 
are  treated  wiih  indignity ;  and  a  precedent  is  sought  to  be  established,  which  if  not  promptly  and  successfully 
resisted,  may  hereafter  be  used  to  justify  the  rejection  of  electoral  votes  or  the  exclusion  of  any  number  of  duly 
commissioned  representatives  that  a  designing  and  unprincipled  faction  may  deem  necessary  to  secure  to  itself 
tbe  control  of  ihe  national  legislature.  And  whereas,  in  this  unprecedented  emergency  it  becomes  the  solemn 
duly  of  New  Jersey  firmly  to  oppose  this  attempt  to  subvert  the  fundamental  principle  of  a  free  representative 
government,  and  to  call  upon  her  sisler  slates  to  disavow  and  redress  ihe  wrong  which  has  been  perpetrated  by 
a  portion  of  their  representatives — therefore, 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Council  and  General  Assembly  of  New  Jersey,  That  the  stale  of  New  Jersey  became  a 
party  to  the  Union  upon  the  express  condition  embodied  in  the  constitution,  that  in  common  with  her  sister 
states  she  should  be  at  all  times  entitled  to  a  number  of  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  proportioned 
to  her  population,  and  that  by  the  laws  passed  in  pursuance  of  that  constitution  she  is  now  entitled  to  sir  repre- 
senlatives. 

And  be  it  resolved  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  until  congress  shall  by  law  make  some  regulation  of  the 
subject,  the  legislature  of  each  slate  has  by  the  constitution  full  and  exclusive  power  to  prescribe  "the  times, 
places,  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  representatives,"  which  necessarily  includes  the  power  to  prescribe 
tbe  manner  in  which  the  result  of  those  elections  shall  be  ascertained  and  certified. 

And  be  it  resolved  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  as  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey  has  prescribed  a  commis- 
sion granted  by  ihe  governor  under  the  great  seal  of  the  state,  as  the  only  mode  in  which  ihe  election  of  her 
representatives  shall  be  officially  certified,  such  a  commission  issued  in  due  form  of  law  confers  upon  each  per- 
son to  whom  it  is  granted  a  full  and  perfect  right  to  claim  and  exercise  all  ihe  powers  and  duties  of  a  represen- 
tative of  the  state,  until  a  regularly  constituted  and  organized  house  of  representatives,  after  due  examination, 
shall  have  solemnly  adjudged  that  he  is  not  elected  or  not  qualified  ;  and  that  any  other  mode  of  certifying  such 
election  is  utterly  invalid  und  unknown  to  the  laws  of  New  Jersey. 

And  be  it  resolved  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  a  house  of  representatives  cannot  be  constitutionally  and 
lawfully  organized  and  invested  with  any  authority,  judicial  or  legislative,  while  a  single  representative  from 
any  stale,  duly  returned  and  commissioned  according  lo  ihe  laws  of  that  stale,  is  excluded  from  his  seat  or 
denied  the  exercise  of  the  rights  und  privileges  of  a  representative. 

And  be  it  resolved  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  ihe  lale  acts  of  a  portion  of  the  representatives  from  the 
several  slates,  by  which  five  of  the  persons  who  were  duly  commissioned  under  the  great  seal  of  ihe  state  of 
New  Jersey,  as  her  representatives  in  ihe  twenty-sixth  congress  of  the  United  States,  were  prevented  from  exer- 
cising their  rights  and  discharging  their  duties  as  such  representatives,  were  a  palpable  violation  of  ihe  constitu- 
tion and  of  ihe  parliamentary  law  established  by  reason  and  unvarying  usage,  a  precedent  of  most  alarming 
and  dangerous  character,  and  a  gross  outrage  upon  the  rights  and  feelings  of  the  people  of  New  Jersey. 

Therefore  be  it  resolrrd  by  tlie  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  |>eople  of  the  stnte  of 
New  Jersey,  we  do  hereby  solemnly  PROTEST  againsl  ihe  acts  a  foresaid  as  unconstitutional,  unwarranted  and 
unjust,  ami  against  any  assumption  by  the  remaining  representatives  from  the  several  stales  of  the  right  or  au- 
thority to  exercise  any  of  the  powers  conferred  upon  a  constitutional  house  of  representatives,  and  more  espe- 
cially against  the  attempt  to  enact  any  law  Ibr  regulating  the  collection  or  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue; 
for  disposing  of  (he  public  lands,  or  the  proceeds  thereof;  for  pledging  the  public  faith  or  credit;  for  imposing 
any  lax  or  duty,  or  for  the  apportionment  of  representatives  until  the  people  of  New  Jersey  and  their  duly  com- 
missioned representatives  shall  have  beeu  restored  to  the  rights  of  which  they  have  been  wrongfully  deprived. 
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And  be  it  resolved  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions,  certi- 
fied under  the  great  seal  of  the  state,  which  since  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-six  has  been  and  still  is  the 
constitutional  and  cherished  emblem  of  the  sovereignty  of  New  Jersey,  bo  transmitted  to  the  Hon.  IL  M.  T. 
Hunter  a  representative  from  Virginia,  with  a  request  that  he  will  lay  the  same  before  the  other  representatives 
from  the  several  states  now  assembled  at  Washington. 

And  be  it  resolved  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  transmitted  to  the  governor  of  each  of 
the  several  states  of  the  Union,  with  a  request  that  he  will  cause  the  same  to  be  laid  before  the  legislature 
thereof,  and  also  to  each  of  the  senators  and  of  the  six  representatives  of  this  state. 

HOUSE  OF  ASSEMBLY,  January  21,  1840. 

These  joint  resolutions  having  been  three  times  read  and  compared  in  the  house  of  assembly, 
Resolved,  That  the  same  do  pass. 

By  order  of  the  house  of  assembly. 

WILLIAM  STITES,  Speaker. 

IN  COUNCIL,  January  23,  1840. 
These  joint  resolutions  having  been  three  times  read  in  the  council, 
Resolved,  That  the  same  do  pass. 

By  order  of  council. 

JOSEPH  PORTER,  Vice  President  of  Council. 


STATE  OF  NEW  JERSEY : 

I,  James  D.  Westcott,  secretary  of  state  of  New  Jersey,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing 
is  a  true  copy  of  certain  joint  resolutions  passed  by  the  legislative  council  and  general  assembly  of  said  state  on 
the  twenty-third  day  of  January  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty,  as  taken  from  and  compared  with 
the  original  now  on  file  in  my  office. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  band,  and  affixed  my  seal  of  office, 
[Sea/.]  at  the  city  of  Trenton,  this  twenty-fourth  day  of  January  A.  D.  one  thousand 

eight  hundred  and  forty. 

JAMES  D.  WESTCOTT. 


RESOLUTIONS  OF  VERMONT  ON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  That  our  senators  in  congress  be  instructed,  and  our  repre- 
sentatives requested,  to  use  their  influence  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  which  shall  provide  for  a  just  distri- 
bution among  the  several  states  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  deeds  of  ces- 
sion, which  provide  that  the  lands  so  ceded  "shall  be  considered  as  a  common  fund,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
all  the  United  States,  members  of  the  federal  alliance,"  "  and  shall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for 
that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever" — and  to  oppose  any  measure  calculated  to  promote 
the  eventual  surrender  of  these  lands  to  the  states  in  which  they  are  situated,  which  would  be  entirely  repug- 
nant to  the  condition  of  these  grants,  and  contrary  to  that  principle  of  equal  and  exact  justice  which  should  cha- 
racterize all  the  dealings  of  the  general  government  with  the  several  states  of  the  Union. 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit  copies  of  the 
foregoing  resolution  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  congress,  and  to  each  of  the  governors  of  the 
states,  with  a  request  that  they  present  it  to  the  legislatures  of  their  respective  slates. 


STATE  OF  VERMONT. 

SECRETARY'S  OFFICE, 
Montpblibr,  Nov.  20,  1839. 
I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  resolutions  passed  by  the  legislature  of  said  state  at  their  session 
in  October  A.  D.  1839. 

C.  L.  KNAPP, 
Secretary  of  State. 
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Mn.  ROBERTSON 


FROM  THK  SELECT  COMMITTEE  OX  THE  SUBJECT  OF 


THE  PUBLIC  LANDS, 


MADE    THE  FOLLOWING 


REPORT : 


The  committee,  to  which  was  referred  so  much  of  the  governor's  message  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  the 
public  lands,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 

REPORT : 

The  question  of  the  disposition  proper  to  be  made  of  tbe  vast  public  domain  held  by  the  United  States  is 
undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  momentous  ever  presented  to  the  consideration  of  the  country.  It  has  for  some 
year<  past  attracted  a  large  share  of  attention,  and  as  tbe  magnitude  of  tbe  subject  comes  to  be  better  under- 
stood, and  tbe  extent  to  which  the  interests  of  every  part  of  the  country  are  involved  in  it  comes  to  be  more 
justly  appreciated,  that  attention  will  be  fully  awakened,  and  will  be  directed  to  the  action  which  the  general 
government  may  contemplate  taking  in  regard  to  it  with  increasing  anxiety.  It  is  eminently  proper  that  the 
state  governments,  charged  as  they  more  immediately  are  with  the  care  of  the  internal  rights  and  interests  of 
their  own  citizens,  and  best  acquainted  with  their  wants,  should  vigilantly  watch  over  what  so  greatly  concerns 
them  ;  should  exhibit  to  them  in  their  true  colours  all  measures  that  may  be  projected  in  violation  of  those  rights, 
or  to  the  prejudice  of  those  interests,  and  should  declare,  for  the  government  of  those  whose  province  it  is  finally 
to  determine,  what  course  they  deem  the  most  just  and  expedient  to  be  pursued.  Most  of  the  states  in  regard 
to  the  pending  question  have  done  this.  Virginia,  who  of  all  the  states  contributed  to  the  common  cause  the 
amplest  share  ol  this  domain — who  has  shared  as  scantily  as  any  in  the  bcne6ts,  and  as  largely  in  the  evils  that 
have  flowed  from  it,  owes  it,  in  a  more  especial  manner,  to  the  magnitude  of  the  subject,  to  the  welfare  of  her 
citizens,  and  to  the  vindication  of  her  just  rights,  to  speak  her  sentiments  also. 

According  to  the  most  authentic  data  within  reach  of  your  committee,  the  whole  quantity  of  public  lands 
within  the  territory  of  the  United  States  amounts  to  1,085,536,232  acres — tbe  Indian  title  to  319,536,232  acres 
of  which  has  been  extinguished — and  to  766,000,000  remains  unextinguished.  Of  the  319,536,232  acres, 
12,690,334  acres  have  been  granted  away  to  different  states,  and  77,134,S21  have  been  sold,  leaving  at  this  time 
nearly  one  thousand  millions  of  acres  of  land  still  remaining  to  be  disposed  of. 

Of  the  value  of  this  immense  territory  no  sufficient  data  exist  for  an  accurate  or  even  an  approximate  esti- 
mate. It  may  be  materially  enhanced  or  diminished  according  as  tbe  property  is  wisely  or  injudiciously  dis- 
posed of.  If  forever  occluded  from  settlement  these  lauds  would  be  forever  worth  nothing — if  brought  at  once 
into  market,  nothing  comparatively  with  what  they  might  realize  under  provident  management.  But  it  is 
obvious  that  however  disposed  of  between  these  extremes,  unless  in  absolute  disregard  of  their  intrinsic  value 
as  determined  by  their  productiveness,  as  well  as  of  all  reference  to  tbe  principles  of  demand  and  supply,  they 
must  of  necessity  produce  a  very  large  sum  annually  for  an  indefinite  period  of  time.  In  tbe  fact  exhibited 
by  our  past  experience  that  the  forty-four  and  a  half  millions  of  acres  disposed  of  up  to  September  1835, 
under  honest  and  wise  counsels,  realized  a  sum  exceeding  sixty-seven  millions  of  dollars,  we  have  conclusive 
proof  of  the  truth  of  the  proposition  stated.  From  the  invariable  effect  upon  surrounding  lands  of  an  increas- 
ing population  and  extending  markets — from  the  tide  of  emigration  constantly  setting  in  from  the  dearer  lands 
of  the  older  slates,  and  even  from  Europe  to  the  cheaper  lands  of  this  virgin  region,  your  committee  probably 
hazard  little  in  assuming  the  average  annual  receipt  from  this  source  of  the  ten  years  next  preceding  September 
1835,  as  affording  certainly  not  too  favourable  a  criterion  by  which  to  estimate  the  average  annual  receipts  of 
future  years.  That  period  is  adopted  as  the  latest  covered  by  any  statements  within  their  reach.  This  would 
give  a  product  of  near  three  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars  a  year — an  estimate  which  coinciding  with  that  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  the  current  year,  none  can  consider  extravagant,  while  its  being  hardly  more 
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than  one  half  of  ihe  receipts  from  that  source  for  1839,  may  be  justly  deemed  far  too  unfavourable.  And  the 
question  which  the  owners  of  this  vast  source  of  revenue — the  states  of  the  union — have  to  decide,  is,  whether 
they  will  renounce  it  altogether,  or,  if  not,  what  disposition  of  its  proceeds  they  deem  to  be  demanded  by  their 
own  and  the  general  interests. 

The  title  of  the  United  States  to  the  public  lands  was  derived — 1st,  to  that  portion  of  them  formerly 
included  within  the  chartered  limits  of  certain  of  the  old  thirteen  states  by  cessions  from  those  slates;  and  2dly, 
to  the  residue  by  purchase  from  France  and  Spain. 

1st.  As  to  lands  ceded  by  states. 

Your  committee  do  not  consider  themselves  called  on  to  discuss  at  length  the  titles  of  the  several  slates  to 
the  lands  ceded  by  them  to  the  United  States.  They  rest  more  immediately  on  the  charters  which  defined 
their  limits,  when,  in  the  beginning  of  the  war  of  the  revolution,  they  declared  their  independence  of  the  crown 
of  Great  Britain,  and  which  not  the  less  determined  those  limits  when,  at  the  end  of  the  war,  that  independence 
had  been  achieved:  and,  more  remotely,  on  the  great  ultimate  ground  of  discovery — the  admitted  foundation  of 
title  in  respect  to  acquisitions  on  the  American  continent  among  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  which  could  not 
now  be  questioned  without  unsettling  long  acknowledged  and  well  established  rights,  and  introducing  disturb- 
ance and  confusion  through  the  whole  frame  of  society.  These  titles  admit  ot  no  question,  and  have  been 
explicitly  recognized  by  our  own  highest  judicial  tribunal.  In  the  case  of  Wallace  and  Parker,  (6  Peters  GSO) 
in  which  u  grant  of  land  in  the  territory  afterwards  ceded  by  Virginia  was  the  subject  of  controversy,  the 
supreme  court  says — "At  the  time  it  (the  resolution  granting  the  land)  was  passed,  Virginia  possessed  the  ter- 
ritory in  which  it  was  located  in  absolute  sovereignty.  The  deed  of  cession  had  not  been  executed,  nor  had  the 
act  been  passed  by  which  that  deed  was  authorized.  Congress  by  accepting  the  cession  admitted  the  right  to 
make  it,  and  that  right  has  never  since  been  drawn  into  question."  These  principles  are  indisputable  and  apply 
equally,  of  course,  to  all  the  states. 

At  the  period  of  the  revolution,  the  chartered  limits  of  the  old  thirteen  states  embraced  very  unequal  areas 
of  territory.  Beyond  the  frontier  settlements  of  several  of  them,  to  the  west,  lay  large  tracts  of  waste  and  un- 
occupied land.  Almost  from  the  beginning  of  hostilities  attention  was  turned  to  them  as  a  fund  which  might 
serve  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  war.  As  early  as  1777,  an  attempt  bad  been  unsuccessfully  made  to  introduce 
into  the  articles  of  confederation  one  securing  the  crown  lands  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  states.  New  Jersey, 
after  several  months  deliberation,  decided  in  June  1778  against  ratifying  these  articles,  basing  her  refusal  ex- 
pressly on  the  ground  of  their  containing  no  such  provision,  claiming  "  that  the  property  which  existed  in  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain  previous  to  the  present  revolution  ought  to  belong  to  the  congress,  in  trust  for  the  com- 
mon use  and  benefit  of  the  United  States,"  and  "ought  not  to  be  predilcctionally  distributed."  Maryland,  also, 
in  her  Declaration  of  December  1778,  states,  among  her  reasons  for  declining  to  accede  to  the  confederation,  the 
refusal  on  the  part  of  congress  to  recognize  her  claim  to  "a  right  in  common  with  the  other  members  of  the 
Union  to  that  extensive  tract  of  country  which  lies  to  the  westward  of  the  frontier  of  the  United  States,  the  pro- 
perty of  which  was  not  vested  in  or  granted  to  individuals  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  war,"  and  the 
rejection  of  the  article  before  referred  to,  proposed  by  her,  to  the  eflect  that  these  lands  were  "a  common  estate, 
to  be  granted  out  on  terms  beneficial  to  all  the  United  States."  The  state  of  Delaware,  also,  set  up  similar  pre- 
tensions and  pursued  a  like  course.  All  claims,  however,  as  of  right,  to  lands  within  the  chartered  limits  of  the 
several  states  were  steadily  resisted.  The  remonstrance  of  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia  of  the  14th  De- 
cember 1779,  solemnly  asserted  her  absolute  and  exclusive  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  within  those  limits,  and 
denounced  apy  attempt  on  the  part  of  congress  to  "  assume  a  jurisdiction  or  arrogate  a  right  of  adjudication'1 
therein  as  "  not  only  unwarranted  by,  but  expressly  contrary  to,  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  confederation," 
"  a  violation  of  public  faith,"  and  "  a  most  dangerous  precedent,  which  might  hereafter  be  urged  to  deprive  of 
territory,  or  subvert  the  sovereignty  and  government,  of  any  one  or  more  of  the  United  States."  Failing  to  ob- 
tain the  recognition  of  the  claims  they  advanced,  or  the  desired  alterations  in  the  articles  of  confederation,  New 
Jersey  in  December  1778,  Delaware'a  few  months  later,  and  Maryland  in  February  1781,  all  expressing  their 
reliance  on  the  justice  of  the  several  stales  in  due  time  to  remove  the  inequality  complained  of,  acceded  to,  and 
finally  completed,  the  Confederation. 

But  what  Virginia  had  refused  to  yield  to  a  demand,  as  of  right,  she  was  forward  in  offering  up  for  ihe  sake 
of  harmony — to  appease  the  rising  jealousies  and  discontents  of  her  sister  states,  and  to  consolidate  the  union 
and  power  of  the  confederacy.  She  was  the  first,  it  is  believed,  of  all  the  states  to  make  a  tender  of  her  lands 
in  aid  of  the  common  cause.  She  ottered,  at  least  as  early  as  1779,  to  furnish  lands  "  to  the  troops  on  continen- 
tal establishment  of  states  holding  no  unappropriated  territory,  in  conjunction  with  other  states  having  unappro- 
priated lands,  in  such  proportions  as  should  be  adjusted  by  congress."  A  cession  of  territory  to  the  United 
Slates,  however,  was  deemed  more  advisable,  and  congress  earnestly  pressed  it  upon  the  proprietor  states  to 
make  a  liberal  surrender  of  their  territorial  claims,  '*  as  essential  to  public  credit  ana  confidence,  to  the  support 
of  our  army,  to  the  vigour  of  our  councils  and  success  of  our  measures,  to  our  tranquillity  at  home  and  our  re- 
putation abroad,  to  our  present  safely  and  our  future  prosperity,  to  our  very  existence  as  a  free,  sovereign  and 
independent  people."  The  willingness  to  contribute  a  share  of  the  territory  in  question  had,  as  has  been  seen, 
been  already  manifested  by  the  great  proprietor  Virginia.    The  difficulty  was  in  settling  the  terms  of  the  pro- 
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posed  cession.  To  obviate  this  difficulty,  and  to  further  the  great  object,  Congress,  by  resolution  of  10th  October 
17S0,  declared,  among  other  things,  that  the  lands  which  might  be  ceded  by  any  state  to  the  United  Slates  should 
"be  disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  United  Slates."  Already,  New  York,  by  ihc  law  authorizing  a 
deed  of  cession  to  be  made  by  her  delegates  of  certain  of  her  vacant  lands  to  the  United  States,  had  declared 
the  object,  and  expressed  the  condition,  of  making  the  surrender,  by  similar  words,  and  they  were  accordingly 
incorporated  in  her  deed  executed  on  the  6rst  day  of  March  17S1.  The  great  surrender  on  the  part  of  this 
state,  "embracing  but  not  confined  to  the  limits  of  the  present  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,"  was  autho- 
rized by  a  law  passed  in  January  1781,  but  was  not  consummated,  by  reason  of  some  difficulties  between  con- 
gress and  the  legislature  in  adjusting  the  terms,  till  the  1st  March  1784.  Large  and  valuable  cessions  of  terri- 
tory were  likewise  made  successively  by  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina,  and, 
finully  in  1602,  by  Georgia. 

Various,  as  in  other  respects,  were  the  conditions  and  stipulations  of  the  deeds  of  cession,  they  all  contaiu 
an  express  clause  declaring  the  lands  ceded  to  be  conveyed  "  for  the  benefil,"  or  for  the  "  common  benefit,"  or 
"  for  the  use  and  benefit,"  of  the  United  States.  It  will  not  be  useless  or  irrelevant  at  a  time  when  so  many 
modes  are  proposed  for  disposing  of  these  lands  to  enquire  what  meaning  these  words  were  intended  to  convey 
by  those  who  employed  them. 

The  suites,  at  the  period  when  these  cessions  were  made,  had  just  brought  to  a  successful  termination  a  long 
and  expensive  war.  Their  money  exhausted,  their  credit  strained  almost  to  breaking,  they  found  themselves  at 
the  end  of  their  glorious  struggle  weighed  down  by  a  load  of  debt.  The  discharge  of  this  debt  was  a  solemn 
and  pressing  duty.  To  enable  them  to  perform  it,  Congress  had  no  recourse  except  to  the  authority  vested  in 
them  by  the  articles  of  confederation  to  call  upon  the  slates  for  contributions  in  the  proportions  therein  pre- 
scribed— an  authority  that,  if  not  contemned,  had,  at  least,  been  often  ineffectually  exerted,  and  obedience  to  which 
there  was  no  means  of  coercing.  The  states  were  then  strong — the  sovereignty  of  each  entire  and  undiminished — 
its  will  supreme.  The  confederacy,  aptly  described  as  a  'rope  of  sand,'  was  almost  dissolving  in  its  own 
weakness.  Dissensions  sprung  up,  originating  chiefly  in  the  claim  of  the  states  holding  no  waste  lands  that 
those  held  by  other  states  should  be  considered  common  property,  that  threatened  to  overshadow  the  future  des- 
tinies of  the  republic.  It  has  been  shewn  how  this  demand  was  repelled,  and  the  states  respectively  secured  in 
their  territorial  and  sovereign  rights.  But  though  the  right  to  deprive  them  of  territory  was  now  abandoned, 
yet  the  states  having  unappropriated  lands  were  not  insensible  to  the  considerations  urged  by  others  less  fortu- 
nately situated,  or  to  the  urgent  appeals  of  congress.  Accordingly,  in  grateful  recognition  of  the  unconquerable 
spirit  that  animated  and  sustained  through  a  harassing  and  calamitous  war  the  whole  people  of  the  confederacy 
in  resistance  to  tyranny — of  common  sufferings  and  common  triumphs — with  a  disinterested  and  munificent  li- 
berality of  which  no  parallel  is  presented  in  the  history  of  nations,  they  offered  up  in  succession  their  vast  un- 
appropriated domains  to  promote  and  establish  "the  happiness,  strength  and  safety  of  the  United  States." 

It  is  apparent  from  this  brief  view  of  the  circumstances  under  which  the  cessions  were  made  that  their  pri- 
mary and  paramount  object  was  the  pecuniary  benefit  of  the  states.  That  benefit  could  in  no  way  be  more  ef- 
fectually or  directly  promoted  than  by  relieving  the  slates  from  the  heavy  engagements  they  had  come  under  in 
prosecuting  the  war.  To  dispose  of  the  lands  as  directed  by  the  deeds,  so  as  to  effect  this  object,  required,  of 
necessity,  a  valuable  consideration.  They  were  to  be  "  sold  out,"  as  the  language  is  of  the  declaration  of  Ma- 
ryland, "or  otherwise  disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit  of  all  the  stales;  and  that  the  monies  arising  from 
the  sale  of  these  lands,  or  the  quit  rents  secured  thereon,  may  be  deemed  and  taken  as  part  of  the  monies  of 
the  I'nited  States,  and  as  such  be  appropriated  by  congress  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  war,  and  the 
payment  of  interest  on  monies  borrowed  or  to  be  borrowed  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States."  So  New  Jersey 
uses  the  language  that  this  property  should  be  "  disposed  of  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  war."  New  York 
loo,  in  her  act  of  February  17S0,  refers  to  the  discontent  of  the  states  not  yet  assenting  to  the  articles  of  confede- 
ration, because  they  conceived  the  waste  lands  "  ought  to  be  appropriated  as  a  common  fund  for  the  expenses 
of  the  war."  And,  not  to  multiply  instances,  Virginia  in  her  act  of  January  1781,  refers  to  ihe  contemplated  - 
cessions  as  designed  for  the  "general  emolument." 

But  while  all  will  agree  that  there  could  be  no  more  legitimate  application  of  the  proceeds  of  the  lands 
than  to  the  payment  of  the  war  debt,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  such  application  of  them  was  by  no  means  con- 
fined to  that  object.  Indeed  it  was  not  even  specifically  directed.  As  the  payment  of  the  debt  was  not,  on  the 
one  hand,  limited,  nor  ever  designed  to  be  limited,  to  the  land-fund,  so,  on  the  other,  the  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  the  fund  were  not,  nor  ever  intended  to  be  limited,  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt.  No  such  purpose  is 
declared  in  the  deeds — no  obligations,  referrible  peculiarly  to  the  public  debt,  are  imposed  by  them  on  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  rule  laid  down  for  the  government  of  those  charged  with  the  duly  of  disposing  of  them  is  clear, 
simple  and  invariable — the  same  whether  there  were  a  public  debt  or  no — whether  before  or  after  its  extin- 
guishment. The  benefits  proposed  to  be  secured  by  it  to  the  states  are  to  flow  to  them,  till  the  spring  itself 
which  supplies  them  dries  up.  The  nature  of  those  benefits  once  fairly  ascertained  can  never  rightfully  be 
changed— the  extent  of  them  should  be  as  great  as  a  judicious  disposition  of  the  properly  will  admit— and  no 
course  that  would  deprive  the  states  of  such  benefits  altogether,  or  of  their  just  and  equal  participation  in  them, 
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or  should  designedly  curtail  ihcm,  or  change  their  character,  can  be  pursued  without  doing  palpable  violence  to 
the  terms  and  spirit  alike  of  the  compacts  of  cession. 

The  view  that  has  been  taken  of  the  obligations  resting  on  the  United  States  in  administering  the  great 
fund  in  question  applies  equally  to  all  the  lands  ceded  by  the  states.  It  is  deduced  from  the  terms  of  the  deeds, 
admitting  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee  of  no  other  interpretation.  In  respect  to  a  part  of  the  lands,  and 
the  largest  and  most  valuable  part  of  them,  not  only  is  the  duty  prescribed  of  disposing  of  them  for  tbe  common 
benefit,  but  the  rule  is  expressly  laid  down  by  which  the  United  States  shall  be  governed  in  apportioning  that  be- 
nefit among  the  several  states.  In  the  deed  from  Virginia  it  is  declared  that  the  lands  ceded  by  tbem  "  shall 
be  considered  as  a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States  as  have  become  or  shall 
become  members  of  the  confederation  or  federal  alliance  of  the  United  States,  Virginia  inclusive,  according  to 
their  usual  respective  proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure."  North  Carolina  adopted  this  provision  into 
her  deed  in  the  very  words  used  by  Virginia.  What  terms,  more  plain  or  explicit,  could  be  employed,  to  give  the 
rule  by  which  the  contemplated  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  lands,  should  be  apportioned  among 
those  who  were  to  be  benefited.  No  ingenuity  can  pervert  their  obvious  meaning — no  cavil  elude  their  force — 
nor  any  thing  short  of  a  profligate  will,  incited  by  blinding  cupidity,  or  unhallowed  ambition,  escape  from  the 
obligations  they  impose.  Stal  pro  rationc  voluntas  are  the  ominous  words  that  have  already,  in  reference  to  this 
subject,  been  uttered  on  the  floor  of  the  American  senate.  Drawn  from  a  barbarous  code,  they  are  an  insult  to 
the  moral  sense  of  the  nation,  and  must  revolt  all  but  those  whose  propensity  to  plunder  is  only  restrained  by 
the  fear  of  punishment.  They  must  be  dull  indeed  who  do  not  perceive  in  them  the  unequivocal  admission  of 
the  force  of  the  obligations  they  arc  designed  to  supersede,  and  strangely  blind  to  their  interests  and  their  honour, 
or  pusilanimous  beyond  belief,  who  should  tamely  submit  to  the  threatened  injustice. 

The  full  force  and  effect  of  the  terms  employed  in  the  compacts  of  cession  cannot  be  in  the  least  justly  de- 
tracted from  by  reason  of  any  supposed  carelessness  or  precipitation  in  the  employment  of  them.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  history  of  the  transaction  shews  evidently  that  they  were  selected  with  care  and  deliberation.  The 
states  that  ceded  the  lands  were  not  insensible  of  the  value  of  what  they  were  surrendering.  From  1777,  per- 
haps earlier,  the  proposition  of  surrender  was  before  the  country.  Four  years  elapsed  before  it  was  carried 
into  act  by  New  York  who  led  the  way,  and  nearly  thirty  before  Georgia,  who  was  the  last  to  cede,  came  into 
the  measure.  During  this  whole  period  the  subject  was  anxiously  and  constantly  canvassed  between  tbe  gene- 
ral government  and  the  states — by  nono  with  more  care  or  circumspection  than  Virginia,  whose  unappropriated 
territory  was  larger  in  extent,  and  greater  in  value,  than  that  of  all  tho  other  states  together.  More  than  three 
years  elapsed,  from  January  1781,  when  her  first  act  for  ceding  her  lands  was  passed,  to  March  1784,  the  date 
of  her  deed  of  cession,  before  the  terms  could  be  definitively  settled.  The  language  of  the  deed  under  such 
circumstances  should  be  allowed  its  full  weight  without  any  diminution  whatsoever." 

The  proportions  in  which  the  states  were,  or  should  be,  liable  to  contribute  to  the  common  treasury,  furnished, 
very  naturally  and  properly,  the  rule  of  apportionment  amongst  them  of  the  proceeds  of  the  fund  placed  under 
the  control  of  congress,  when  there  should  be  any  thing  to  distribute.  It  was  obvious  that  these  proportions 
must  necessarily  undergo  continual  fluctuations,  according  as  the  wealth  and  population  of  the  several  states 
should  vary  relatively  to  each  other,  and  also  as  new  states  should  be  admitted  into  the  Union.  Hence,  not  the 
then  existing  proportions  in  which  the  several  states  were  liable  to  contribute,  nor  any  fixed  proportions  what- 
ever were  prescribed — but  a  rule  was  laid  down,  capable  of  being  applied  with  equal  case  and  justice  to  all  the 
states  whatever  changes  they  might  undergo  relatively  to  one  another — that  the  ratio  of  distribution  should  always 
correspond  with  the  ratio  of  contribution.  It  is  further  apparent  that  apportionment  was  contemplated  of  their  re- 
spective shares,  in  severalty,  among  the  states.  The  language  of  the  two  deeds  under  consideration  seems  plainly 
to  import  it.  It  was  not  "the  United  States  of  America,"  as  the  style  was  of  the  confederation,  nor  the  Uni- 
ted States — but  "such  of  the  United  States"  as  were  then  "members"  or  should  become  "members"  of  the  con- 
federacy, who  were  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  grant  according  to  the  prescribed  proportions,  and  the  phrase  "  Vir- 
ginia inclusive"  by  which  this  state  reserved  her  right  to  share  the  benefits  of  the  fund,  no  less  plainly  imports  a 
several  and  distinct  apportionment.  But  when  it  is  remembered  that,  at  the  time  when  these  deeds  were  made, 
each  state  was  entirely  independent  and  sovereign ;  bound  to  the  rest  only  by  a  league,  and  called  on  separately, 
and  as  a  state,  for  its  quota  of  revenue,  it  does  not  admit  a  doubt,  that  provisions  directing  the  United  States  to 
pay  money,  or  communicate  benefits  to  the  slates  being  or  to  become  members  of  the  confederacy,  men  sr.  the 
states  in  their  same  separate  and  individual  character  in  which  they  were  liable  to  the  United  States  when  cal- 
led on  for  their  respective  quotas. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  no  attention  should  have  been  attracted  to  the  subject  so  long  as  a  public  debt  ex- 
isted to  absorb  all  accruing  surpluses  of  the  public  treasury  from  whatever  source.  Liable  to  be  taxed  propor- 
tionally, to  pay  this  debt,  the  states  seem  to  have  acquiesced  in  the  application  to  it  of  a  fund  that  they  were,  in 
the  same  proportion,  entitled  to  divide.  Now,  however,  that  the  public  debt  is  extinguished,  or  of  inconside- 
rable amount,  it  behooves  the  states  to  look  to  their  rights,  and  to  the  important  interests  they  have  in  this 
subject,  and  to  see  that  those  right!  and  interests  arc  not  violated  or  disregarded  by  those  to  whose  guardianship 
they  have  been  confidingly  entrusted. 
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It  clearly  appears  from  this  review  of  the  deeds  of  cession,  and  of  the  attending  circumstances,  that  the 
surrender  of  their  vacant  lands  by  the  states  ceding  them,  was  by  no  means  an  unconditional  one ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  it  was  the  creation  of  a  'great  public  national  trust,'  reposed  in  the  general  government,  to  be  executed 
bona  fide,  according  to  the  expressed  conditions,  and  in  advancement  of  the  declared  ends,  of  its  creation,  and 
for  no  other  uae  or  purpose  whatever. 

But  it  has  been  asserted,  and  the  impression  sought  sedulously  to  be  made  upon  the  public  mind,  tbat  the 
authority  of  the  United  States  over  the  trust  subject  underwent  some  modification  by  the  adoption  of  the  fede- 
ral constitution,  leaving  congress  a  larger  discretion  than  before,  if  not  an  unlimited  control,  over  the  disposition 
of  the  public  lands.  Utterly  groundless  and  unwarranted  as  this  assumption  is,  it  is  not  surprising  that  it  should 
be  resorted  to.  It  is  of  manilest  importance  to  certain  interests  to  disembarrass  the  federal  government  of  con- 
ditions which,  so  long  as  they  shall  be  regarded,  interpose  an  impassable  barrier  to  the  gratification  of  tbat  bound- 
less and  unlicensed  lust  for  the  public  property  which  we  have  occasionally  seen  exhibited  in  utter  defiance  of  every 
principle  of  equality  or  justice.  And  though  they  should  fail,  as  fail  they  must,  in  creating  the  desired  impres- 
sion, whenever  the  question  shall  be  subjected  to  examination,  the  very  fact  of  such  a  pretension  being  set  up, 
will  have  the  effect,  as  they  who  advance  it  well  know,  to  paralyze,  to  some  extent,  the  vigour  with  which  an 
undisguised  claim  to  defeat  those  conditions  would  doubdess  be  resisted,  and  thus  better  their  chance  of  success 
in  the  unjust  and  unrighteous  schemes  that  have  been  alluded  to.  So  far  from  countenancing  any  pretension 
sought  to  be  derived  from  its  authority  for  a  departure  from  the  terms  of  the  compacts  of  cession,  the  1st  section 
of  the  6th  article  of  the  constitution  expressly  declares,  that  all  "  engagements  entered  into  before  the  adoption 
of  this  constitution  shall  be  as  valid  against  the  United  States  under  this  constitution  as  under  the  confedera- 
tion"— thus  recognizing  the  validity  of  the  engagements  entered  into  by  the  confederation  in  accepting  the  trust, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  if  the  same  bad  been  made  to,  and  accepted  by,  the  government  as  then  organ- 
ized. And  again — in  the  2d  section  of  the  4th  article  of  the  same  instrument,  wbero  power  is  given  to  congress 
to  44  dispose  of  the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United  Slates,"  it  is,  out  of  abundant  caution, 
expressly  declared,  that 44  nothing  in  this  constitution  coutained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claims 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  particular  state."  So  far  as  the  public  lands  were  concerned,  this  latter  pro- 
vision was  perhaps  unnecessary.  The  existing  engagements  between  the  particular  states  and  the  confederacy, 
bad  been  sanctioned,  in  all  respects,  by  the  clause  contained  in  the  1st  section  of  the  6th  article  just  cited. 
These  devolved  on  the  general  government  the  duty  of  fulfilling  the  stipulations  of  the  deeds  of  cession  requir- 
ing among  other  things,  the  disposing  of  the  lands  ceded,  and,  as  incidental  to  this  duly,  the  power  was  of  course 
possessed  of  making  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  them.  The  clause  of  the  2d  section  4th  arti- 
cle, merely  asserts,  in  terms, aright  and  duty  in  congress, as  regards  this  subject,  which  existed  equally  without 
it  And  the  succeeding  clause  repelling  any  construction,  not  of  the  previous  one  only,  but  of  any  part  of  the 
constitution,  that  should!  prejudice  the  claims  of  any  of  the  states,  was  carefully  introduced  to  defeat  any  possi- 
ble pretension,  derived  from  too  broad  an  interpretation  of  tbat,  or  any  other  of  the  great  and  comprehensive 
powers  necessarily  communicated  to  the  federal  government,  which  might  be  designed  or  calculated  to  enlarge 
the  powers  of  congress  over  those  vast  interests,  committed  to  their  charge,  under  limitations  and  conditions 
of  the  most  special  character,  and  weighed  with  the  most  cautious  deliberation. 

The  whole  course  of  the  general  government,  whether  under  the  confederation  or  under  the  constitution,  for 
more  than  half  a  century,  is  in  conformity  with  the  view  which  regards  the  public  domain  as  a  national  trust, 
and  which  exacts,  in  the  execution  of  that  trust,  a  bona  fide  performance  of  the  conditions  on  which  it  was  erected. 
In  its  legislative  action,  many  instances,  it  is  true,  occur  of  some  departure  from  the  strict  requirements  of  the 
deeds  of  cession,  and  some  principles  are  found  in  the  laws  providing  for  the  disposition  of  the  lands,  which  are 
at  least  of  questionable  conformity  to  their  provisions.  Under  the  former  head  might  be  cited  gratuitous  dona- 
tions of  lands  granted,  at  different  times,  to  particular  states  ;  but  adverting  to  their  inconsiderable  amount  com- 
pared with  the  vast  extent  of  tho  public  domain,  and  to  the  withdrawal  for  a  long  period,  of  public  attention 
from  the  subject,  for  reasons  before  stated,  it  may  excite  surprise  that  such  instances  should  be  so  rare,  rather 
than  they  should  have  occurred.  Under  the  latter,  may  be  adduced  the  grant  of  the  Vff  in  each  of  the  new 
states  for  purposes  of  education,  and  the  grants  of  land  made  to  those  states  for  constructing  roads  and  canals. 
Grants  for  purposes  of  internal  improvement,  may  be  plausibly  at  least,  and,  in  some  cases,  perhaps  not  unsuc- 
cessfully defended,  as  having  the  effect,  not  to  diminish,  but  it  may  be  rather  to  enhance,  the  value  of  the  trust 
subject.  Where  such  was  roally  the  inducement,  or  the  effect  of  these  grants,  while  we  cannot  concede  the 
right,  in  strictness,  to  make  them,  we  are  yet  not  disposed  to  complain. 

The  grants  for  schools  are  not,  at  least,  to  the  same  extent,  defensible  on  the  same  grounds.  But  as  early 
as  July  1787  the  great  ordinance  was  passed  establishing  the  principles  and  terms  on  which  new  states  should 
be  admitted  under  the  compacts  of  cession,  and  declaring,  among  other  things,  that  44  schools  and  the  means 
of  education  ought  to  be  encouraged" — the  appropriations  of  lands  to  ihose  objects  seem  to  have  passed  unchal- 
lenged for  more  than  fifty  years — and,  at  any  rate,  even  if  less  defensible  than  they  are,  the  intrinsic  excellence 
of  the  purposes  intended  to  be  subserved  by  them,  may  well  plead,  and  more  esiwcially  after  so  long  an  acqui- 
escence, to  protect  from  too  curious  a  scrutiny  the  grounds  on  which  they  rest. 
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Bui  it  is  impossible  to  contemplate  the  land  system  of  the  United  States,  as  a  whole,  without  perceiving  in 
it  convincing  proofs  of  the  good  faith  and  sound  judgment  with  which  it  was  devised,  and  how  admirably  it  was 
adapted  to  attain  the  objects  had  in  view  by  the  grantors  of  the  property.  The  care  with  which  the  surveys 
were  provided  for — the  selection  of  lands  to  be  brought  into  market — the  divisions  and  sub-divisions  into  which 
they  were  laid  off—  the  moderate,  although  by  no  means  nominal,  price  put  upon  them — the  modifications  made 
from  time  to  time  in  the  provisions  of  the  laws  having  for  their  object  their  more  ready  sale  and  settlement 
— and  the  whole  machinery  that  has  resulted,  on  the  one  hand,  in  the  rapid  creation  of  powerful  and  indepen- 
dent communities,  and,  on  the  other,  so  largely  contributed  to  the  discharge  of  the  public  debt — all  shew  how 
steadily  the  efforts  of  the  federal  legislature  were  directed  to  carry  out,  in  good  faith,  the  purposes  of  the  trust. 

Proofs  of  a  different,  and  even  more  decisive,  kind  have  been  -afforded  by  congress  of  the  sacred  regard  in 
which  they  have  ever  held  the  stipulations  of  the  compacts.  In  1786,  desirous  to  be  relieved  from  inconvenient 
restrictions  imposed  by  the  deed  from  Virginia  as  to  the  extent  of  the  new  states  to  be  formed  out  of  the  ceded 
territory,  they  recommended  it  to  that  slate  lo  revise  and  alter  the  stipulations  of  the  compact  in  that  respect, 
and  subsequently  proceeded  to  prescribe  what  the  boundaries  of  the  new  states  should  be  "at  toon  at  Virginia 
should  alter  her  deed  of  ceuion."  It  was  not  till  two  years  after  that  this  state  made  the  desired  alteration.  Again, 
in  1804,  congress  established  the  western  boundary  of  the  land  reserved  by  Virginia  in  her  act  of  cession,  for 
military  land  bounties,  "provided,  the  state  of  Virginia  shall  within  two  years  after  the  passage  of  this  act 
recognize  such  line  as  the  boundary  of  the  said  country,"  which  Virginia  declining  to  do,  congress,  in  1812,  ap- 
pointed commissioners  to  meet  commissioners  from  Virginia  to  settle  that  boundary — still  continuing  to  give  to 
the  provisions  of  the  compact  the  fullest  efficacy  and  authority.  And  as  late  as  June  1612,  congress  adopted  a 
resolution  asking  the  consent  of  Georgia  to  the  division  of  the  Mississippi  territory  into  two  states,  instead  of 
forming  one  out  of  it,  as  provided  by  her  deed  of  cession.  Thus,  as  well  under  the  constitution,  as  under  the 
confederation,  has  congress  not  only  never  denied  the  binding  authority  of  these  compacts,  but  expressh',  and  by 
the  most  solemn  acts,  fully  and  repeatedly  admitted  it. 

The  federal  judiciary  have  in  like  manner,  and  in  the  clearest  terms,  affirmed  the  doctrines  here  contended 
for  as  to  the  true  relation  of  the  general  government  to  the  public  domain,  and  the  duties  thereby  imposed  upon 
it.  In  the  case  of  Doddridge  H.  Thompson,  9th  Wheaton,  p.  469,  the  supreme  court  says — "  It  ha9  been  truly 
observed  that  wbilo  the  government  of  the  union  is  to  be  considered  as  holding  the  territory  ceded  by  Virginia 
in  trutt  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  Virginia,  so  far  as  the  reservation  for  their  benefit  extends,  it  is  also  to  be 
considered  as  holding  the  lands  not  reserved  in  trutt  for  the  nation,  and  as  being  bound  by  its  high  duties  to  exe- 
cute the  trust."  Again,  in  Jackson  tt.  Clark,  1st  Peters,  p.  628,  after  reciting  the  clause  herein  before  quoted 
from  the  Virginia  deed  of  cession,  that  court  uses  the  following  still  more  explicit  language.  "  The  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  then,  received  this  territory  in  trutt  not  only  for  the  Virginia  troops  on  continental  es- 
tablishment, but  also  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  members  of  the  confederacy,  and  this  trust  is  to  be  executed  by  a 
faithful  and  bona  fide  disposition  of  the  land  for  that  purpose."  Though  these  declarations  refer  in  terms  only 
to  the  lands  ceded  by  Virginia,  the  cases  having  arisen  under  her  deed,  yet  it  is  manifest  they  apply  with  no  less 
force  to  the  whole  ceded  domain. 

It  is  believed  by  your  committee  that  no  opinion  or  act  of  the  executive  department  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, at  least  up  to  a  very  recent  period,  can  be  found,  giving  the  least  countenance  to  any  views  of  the  duty  of 
congress  in  regard  to  the  public  lands,  different  from  those  shewn  to  have  been  entertained  both  by  congress  and 
the  supreme  court.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  refer  to  a  recent  exposition  of  the  opinions  of  that  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment, contained  in  a  message  of  president  Jackson  to  congress  in  December  1833,  devoted  to  an  elaborate  exa- 
mination and  discussion  of  the  proposed  modes  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  and  which  exhibits  the  subject 
in  its  true  light  in  language  of  singular  force  and  clearness.  "  The  cessions  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and 
Georgia,  (says  the  message)  in  express  terms,  and  all  the  rest  impliedly,  not  only  provide  specifically  the  vro~ 
portion  according  to  which  each  state  shall  profit  by  the  proceed*  of*  the  land  sales,  but  they  proceed  lo  declare 
that  they  shall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatso- 
ever."—And  adds,  "  This  is  the  fundamental  law  of  the  land  at  this  moment,  growing  out  of  compacts  which 
are  older  than  the  constitution,  and  formed  the  corner  stone  on  which  the  Union  itself  was  erected."  "  The 
constitution"  (it  says  in  another  place)  *'  left  all  the  compacts  before  made  in  full  force,  and  the  rights  of  all 
parties  remain  the  same  under  the  new  government  that  they  were  under  the  confederation."  And  again, 
"  The  solemn  compacts  invited  by  congress  in  a  resolution  declaring  the  purposes  to  which  the  proceeds  of  the 
lands  should  be  applied,  originating  before  the  constitution,  and  forming  the  basis  on  which  it  was  made,  bound 
the  United  States  to  a  particular  course  of  policy  in  relation  to  them  by  ties  as  strong  as  can  be  invented  to  se- 
cure the  faith  of  nations." 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  recognition  of  the  validity  of  the  compacts,  and  of  the  sacred  observance  due  to 
their  stipulations — unquestioned  during  the  confederation,  has,  since  the  adoption  of  the  present  constitution, 
been  complete,  uninterrupted  and  repeated,  by  the  general  government,  in  all  its  departments—executive,  legis- 
lative and  judicial. 
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It  is  to  be  esteemed  fortunate  for  the  country,  that  the  duty  of  settling  a  scheme  of  policy  for  the  disposal 
of  the  public  lands,  devolved  on  the  federal  authorities  under  circumstances  the  most  auspicious  to  a  wise  and 
just  decision.  No  conflicting  interests — no  disturbing  influences,  then  existed,  to  swerve  them  in  the  least  from 
the  line  of  duty.  The  states  at  that  day  were  the  undoubted  proprietors  of  that  great  interest.  Trustees  of  a 
fund,  in  the  benefit  of  which  the  states  they  represented  were  entitled  to  share  proportionately,  congress  had 
only  to  consider  what  disposition  of  it  would  most  conduce  to  advance  the  common  benefit.  The  advantage 
that  had  been  mainly  looked  to,  as  well  by  the  states  that  gave,  as  the  slates  that  received,  the  common  fund,  was, 
more  immediately,  relief  from  the  burdens  which  the  war  had  imposed  on  all,  and,  more  remotely,  the  avails  of 
that  fund  as  a  perennial  source  of  income,  of  power,  and  prosperity.  The  policy  to  be  pursued  to  secure  that 
advantage  was  not  difficult  to  discern.  It  obviously  was,  to  sell  the  land  for  a  price  which  should  on  the  one 
hand  not  be  so  low  as  to  drain  the  states,  seeking  to  be  benefited,  of  their  people  or  their  wealth,  nor  on  the 
other,  so  high  as  seriously  to  obstruct  sales,  and  thus  defeat  the  primary  object  of  raising  money.  The  means 
taken  seem  to  have  been  admirably  adapted  to  the  end  proposed.  Offering  lands,  not  in  too  large  quantities,  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  settled  frontier,  to  the  highest  bidder,  was  a  course  well  calculated  to  preserve  a  just  propor- 
tion of  value  between  the  public  lands  and  those  already  held  by  individuals  in  the  same  neighbourhood,  and, 
indeed,  to  sustain  the  value  of  that  description  of  property  throughout  the  Union — while  the  price  fixed  at  which 
lands,  not  bought  at  public  sale,  might  be  afterwards  entered,  (originally  two  dollars  per  acre)  was  one  which, 
particularly  when  we  advert  to  the  lower  scale  of  prices  for  lands,  as  well  as  greater  relative  value  of  money, 
existing  at  that  day,  as  compared  with  the  present,  vindicates  completely  the  title  of  those  who  established  it  to 
j>erfect  good  faith.  The  system  worked  most  successfully,  so  as  fully  to  justify  the  commendation  bestowed  on 
it  by  an  eminent  statesman  when  he  said  "  no  branch  of  the  public  service  has  evinced  more  system,  uni- 
formity and  wisdom,  or  given  more  general  satisfaction  than  that  of  the  administration  of  the  public  lands."  It 
remained  without  material  modification,  performing  silently,  but  efficiently,  its  appointed  purpose,  till,  in  1S20,  the 
policy  of  cash  sales  was  introduced  instead  of  sales  on  credit,  and  the  price  of  lands  offered,  without  being  sold,  at 
auction,  was  reduced  to  S  1  25  per  acre.  From  the  infinite  difficulty  and  litigation  to  which  sales  on  credit  had 
given  rise,  it  was  wise,  doubtless,  to  substitute  it  by  sales  for  cash,  out  it  may  be  well  questioned,  whether  the 
considerable  reduction  of  price  then  made,  was  not  rather  evidence  of  the  existence  in  our  councils  of  the  new 
and  powerful  interest  which  it  propitiated,  and  of  the  influence  it  had  already  begun  to  exert,  than  of  that  pa- 
ramount regard  to  the  equal  benefit  of  all  the  states,  which  had  till  then  governed  congress,  and  which,  as 
faithful  administrators  of  the  trust,  it  was  their  first  duty  to  consult.  It  may  well  be  doubted,  whether  the  con- 
siderable reduction  of  price  which  then  took  place,  did  not  operate  as  a  temptation  and  stimulus  to  emigration 
from  some,  at  least,  of  the  older  states,  draining  them  of  wealth  and  population,  to  a  degree  not  only  not 
compensated  by  the  advantage  they  derived  from  the  increased  receipts  from  the  land  sales,  but  on  the  con- 
trary, highly  prejudicial  to  their  interests.  But  your  committee  will  not  go  into  an  enquiry  ungrateful  in  its 
nature,  and  which,  at  this  day,  at  least,  might  seem  ungracious,  also,  towards  a  portion  of  the  Union ;  and 
which,  besides,  result  as  it  might,  could  not,  as  they  believe,  lead  to  a  change  of  policy  on  the  part  of  congress 
in  a  point  so  well  settled,  and  so  long  acquiesced  in,  as  the  minimum  price  put  on  the  public  lands.  They  more- 
over are  not  disposed,  or  perhaps  authorized,  to  impeach  the  policy  in  question,  as  adopted  in  bad  faith,  and  they 
feel  that,  in  such  case,  it  would  ill  become  the  dignity  of  this  commonwealth,  or  comport  w  ith  that  spirit  of 
generosity  which  prompted  the  surrender  of  her  broad  western  domain,  to  enter  into  a  critical  examination  of 
the  minute  correctness  of  the  grounds  on  which  that  policy  was  founded. 

The  course  pursued  by  congress  in  the  disposition  of  the  public  lauds,  in  conjunction  with  other  fiscal  ar- 
rangements, resulted  finally,  in  1835,  in  the  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt.  From  this  epoch,  new  and  various 
views  of  the  proper  policy  to  be  pursued  by  the  government  in  relation  to  them,  have  been  presented  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  nation,  and  on  these,  it  now  becomes  the  duty  of  your  committee,  to  bestow  some  examination. 

Before  doing  so  however,  your  committee  deem  it  proper  to  recur  to  the  questions  connected, 

2dl-i.  With  that  portion  of  the  public  lands  derived  by  treaty  from  France  and  Spain.  They  were  embraced  in 
the  purchase  of  the  territory  then  known  as  Louisiana,  in  1803,  and  of  Florida,  in  1819.  The  pecuniary  conside- 
ration paid  for  Louisiana  was  fifteen  millions,  and  for  Florida,  five  millions  of  dollars,  which  was  drawn  out  of 
the  public  treasury.  It  seems  that  the  ordinary  revenues  of  the  United  States,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  land 
sales,  though  proceeding  from  sources  so  distinct,  and  to  be  applied  under  disconnected  and  dissimilar  trusts, 
have  been  always  paid  alike  into  the  public  treasury,  and  indiscriminately  disbursed.  As,  however,  from  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution,  down  to  a  late  period,  there  existed  a  public  debt  to  which  both  were  alike  applica- 
ble, sufficient  to  absorb,  as  well  the  proceeds  of  the  lands,  as  all  surpluses  of  revenue,  it  was  perhaps  not  im- 
portant, though  it  might  have  been  in  some  respects  convenient,  to  keep  separate  the  two  funds.  But  although  the 
moneys  arising  from  both  these  sources  were  thus  confounded  together  as  constituting  a  common  treasure,  yet,  it 
appears,  that  the  cost  of  the  two  territories,  Louisiana  and  Florida,  has  always  been  charged  to  tbe  land  fund, 
and  always  held  by  the  government  to  have  been  paid  out  of  it.  So  considering  it,  the  transaction  is  merely 
the  conversion  of  the  lands  sold,  into  other  lands,  which  became  at  once  subject  to  all  the  incidents  and  condi- 
tions that  attached  to  the  former. 
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Hence  your  committee  conclude,  that  congress  owes  the  same  duty  to  the  states  as  respects  the  purchased 
lands,  as  is  devolved  expressly  on  them  in  regard  to  the  lands  ceded,  that  is  to  say,  to  dispose  of  them  for  the 
common  benefit;  and  the  rule  being  laid  down  as  to  a  large,  perhaps  the  largest  part  of  the  public  lands,  by 
which  that  benefit  is  to  be  apportioned  among  the  states,  binding  on  congress  by  the  most  solemn  engagements, 
just  in  itself,  and  of  easy  application,  the  obligation  to  pursue  it  in  regard  to  the  whole  territory  would  seem  to 
be  recommended  by  every  consideration  of  equal  justice  and  sound  policy — if,  indeed,  the  fair  and  obvious  con- 
struction of  the  3d  section  of  the  4th  article  of  the  constitution,  manifestly  contemplating  a  uniform  system  for 
disposing  of  all  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  did  not  imperatively  require  it. 

In  the  somewhat  elaborate  view  which  has  been  presented  of  the  manner  in  which  the  United  States  ac- 
quired title  to  the  public  lands,  and  of  the  conditions  on  which  they  hold  it — in  deducing  hence  the  obligations 
imposed  on  the  federal  government  in  regard  to  them — in  shewing  the  recognitions  of  those  obligations  by  every 
department  of  that  government — and  exhibiting  the  policy,  in  the  main  conforming  to  those  obligations,  heretofore 
pursued  by  congress,  your  committee  indulge  the  hope  of  being  enabled  to  narrow  materially  the  range  of  dis- 
cussion, which  might  else  have  been  necessary,  in  examining  the  various  schemes  which  have  been  suggested  for 
disposing  of  the  public  lands.    The  principal  of  these  they  now  proceed  briefly  to  review. 

1.  It  has  been  proposed  that  congress  should  surrender  unconditionally  to  the  new  states  so  much  of  the 
public  lands  as  may  be  included  within  their  respective  limits.  If  your  committee  have  been  at  all  successful 
in  the  views  they  have  submitted,  it  has  been  shewn  to  be  the  imperative  duty  of  congress  to  sell  the  public  lands 
for  the  common  benefit  of  all  the  states.  Need  they  go  farther  to  expose  the  monstrous  and  utterly  inadmissible  cha- 
racter of  the  scheme  in  question,  than  that  it  proposes  to  give  away  portions  of  these  lands  for  the  exclusive  bene- 
fit of  a  few  only  of  the  states — thus  violating,  in  every  particular,  the  conditions  on  which  the  trust  was  crea- 
ted, and  was  accepted.  They  might  urge  objection  upon  objection  to  such  a  proposal — they  might  shew  it 
to  be  not  only  injurious  to  the  states  generally,  but  unequal  and  unjust  among  the  new  stales  themselves 
— unjust  towards  the  territories — but  above  all  obnoxious,  as  entailing,  in  all  human  probability,  immedi- 
ate and  serious  evils  upon  the  old  states,  which,  (and  more  especially  those  that  ceded  the  territory)  even 
if  unjustly  deprived  of  the  share  of  benefit  designed  to  be  reserved  to  them,  might,  at  least,  it  is  conceived,  claim 
protection  against  further  injury.  But  your  committee  cannot  believe  it  necessary  to  multiply  arguments  against 
a  measure  after  it  has  been  once  shewn  to  involve  a  breach  of  the  public  faith.  When  that  consideration  shall 
fail  to  be  decisive,  all  others  may  well  be  esteemed  superfluous. 

■  2.  The  plan  proposed  in  a  bill  now  pending  before  congress  11  to  cede  the  public  lands  within  the  limits  of 
the  new  states  on  certain  conditions  therein  mentioned."  Its  principal  provisions  are,  that  the  United  States 
shall,  from  and  after  the  30th  June  1842,  cede  to  the  new  states  the  lands  included  within  their  respective  limits, 
on  condition  that  these  states  shall  bind  themselves,  by  irrevocable  laws,  to  pay  into  the  public  treasury  fifty  per 
cent,  of  the  gross  amount  of  sales,  on  or  before  the  first  of  February  in  each  year — that,  from  the  said  30tb  June, 
the  price  of  all  such  lands  shall  be  graduated  to  one  dollar,  seventy-five  cents,  fifty  cents,  and  twenty-five  cents 
per  acre,  according  as  they  shall  have  been,  or  may  be,  ten,  fifteen,  twenty  or  twenty-five  years,  open  to  entry  at 
the  present  minimum  price — all  remaining  unsold  thirty  years  after  having  been  offered  at  auction  to  be  ceded  to 
the  states,  respectively,  without  price — the  existing  land  system,  modified  by  the  provisions  just  referred  to,  to  be 
adopted  by  the  states,  and  not  changed  without  the  assent  of  congress — each  state  to  relinquish  all  claim  to  the 
five  percent,  on  sales  now  secured  to  it,  and  to  pay  all  charges  incident  to  the  management  of  the  public  lands, 
and  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  within  its  limits — the  cession  to  bo  void  on  failure  of  any  state  to  com- 
ply with  these  conditions — and  all  titles  to  such  lands  thereafter  made  by  such  state  to  be  void. 

Seemingly  guarded  as  the  proposed  measure  is  against  such  a  consequence,  your  committee  can  hardly 
view  it  in  any  other  light  than  as  a  virtual  surrender  in  toto  of  the  public  domain,  after  more  or  less  protracted 
negotiations.  They  will  not  charge  this  to  be  the  design.  It  is  very  possible  that  the  projectors  of  it  confide 
in  the  efficacy  of  its  provisions,  and  not  improbable  that,  for  a  time,  their  anticipations  would  not  be  disappointed. 
But  when  was  unfailing  punctuality  in  the  discharge  of  debts,  for  a  long  period  of  time,  yet  shewn  in  the  history 
either  of  states  or  individuals  ?  To  the  former  part  of  the  enquiry,  our  own  experience  under  the  confederation 
may  be  referred  to  for  an  answer.  The  exigency  could  at  no  time  be  more  urgent,  or  the  engagements  more 
solemn,  or  the  objects  more  important,  than  those  which  addressed  themselves  to  the  slates  to  ensure  the  punc- 
tual payment  of  their  quotas  to  the  common  treasury.  Yet  they  did  not  avail.  And  it  is  particularly  deserving 
of  notice,  at  a  time  when  we  are  proposing  to  abandon  the  direct  and  efficient  control  now  possessed  by  the  ge- 
neral government  over  individuals,  for  a  doubtful  and  dangerous  authority  over  sovereign  stales — that  it  was  the 
very  necessity  of  substituting  such  inefficient  authority  over  the  states  by  direct  relations  between  the  general 
government  and  the  people  in  order  to  secure  the  collection  of  the  public  dues,  that  led  mainly  to  the  new  orga- 
nization of  our  federal  system  in  17S9. 

Adverting  on  the  one  hand,  to  the  condition  of  the  new  states,  with  large  areas  of  territory  and  a 
sparse  population  ;  and  to  the  pressing  demands  on  them  from  every  point  for  roads  and  canals,  and  pub- 
lic improvements  of  every  kind,  and,  on  the  other,  to  the  great  and  wealthy  government  to  which  the 
payments  are  to  be  made,  it  is  impossible  to  calculate  with  confidence  on  a  punctual  compliance  on  the 
part  of  those  states  with  their  proposed  engagements.    And  in  the  eveut  of  default,  not  more  powerless  was 


Qigitized  by  Google 


[Doc.  No.  55.]  9 

the  old  confederacy,  than  the  present  government  would  prove,  to  enforce  its  demands.  Tbe  check  provided, 
that  the  cession,  in  such  case,  shall  be  held  null,  and  titles  thereafter  made  by  the  delinquent  state,  void  and 
of  no  effect,  would  itself  prove  totally  illusory.  Why  should  it  be  supposed,  that  a  state  refusing  to  pay 
according  to  her  engagements,  would  yield  a  more  ready  obedience  to  the  other  stipulations  of  the  ces- 
sion :  would  consent  to  relinquish  her  established  control  over  the  lands  within  her  limits — close  her  offices- 
dismiss  all  her  numerous  agents  and  servants  connected  with  them — and  abandon  to  her  creditor  the  ma- 
chinery put  in  motion  under  her  authority?  And  this  too  under  circumstances  that  would  admit,  on  the  part  of 
that  creditor,  if  they  did  not  invite,  the  substitution  of  an  injurious,  or,  it  might  be,  vindictive  line  of  procedure, 
in  place  of  the  policy  which  such  state  bad  deemed  it  expedient  to  adopt.  And  if  more  states  than  one  should 
be  iu  default,  they  would  be  still  less  likely  to  consent  to  a  measure  that  so  directly  affected,  and  might  so  greatly 
prejudice  their  most  essential  interests.  No  resort  but  force  would  be  left  to  the  general  government  to  compel 
compliance  with  disregarded  engagements — a  resort  which,  whatever  ground  we  might  have  to  complain  of  broken 
faith,  of  injustice,  or  of  ingratitude,  is  one  the  adoption  of  which  we  could  never  contemplate,  under  any  con- 
ceivable circumstances,  but  certainly  not  for  such  a  cause  as  this,  towards  our  fellow  citizens,  friends  and  brothers. 
The  abandonment  of  the  claim  would  necessarily  ensue,  and  because  that  claim  is  most  iust  and  incontestible, 
and  our  own  exigencies,  and  the  duties  we  owe  to  ourselves,  do  not  admit  of  its  being  yielded,  so  do  we  earnest- 
ly deprecate  the  adoption  of  a  measure  calculated,  as  we  believe,  to  present  no  other  alternative. 

But  admitting  that  no  difficulty  would  ever  arise  from  delinquency  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  numerous  debtor 
stales  to  be  created  by  the  measure  in  question,  there  cannot  exist  a  doubt,  that  some  of  them  at  least,  and  more 
probably  all,  would  be  found  from  tbe  first  soliciting  postponement  of  the  agreed  payments,  or  a  total  surrender 
of  tbe  claim.  When  we  see  a  proposition  for  unconditional  surrender  of  the  whole  property,  urged  already  with 
so  much  zeal  from  the  quarter  of  the  Union  where  it  lies,  bow  can  we  doubt  tbe  ready  adaptation  of  the  plausi- 
ble grounds  on  which  it  is  advocated,  by  an  easy  and  natural  transition,  to  such  applications  as  are  suggested  r 
And  when  we  sec,  as  we  have  seen  in  tbe  case  even  of  individual  debtors,  the  general  government  lending  so 
facile  an  ear  to  similar  applications,  and  still  more,  when  we  look  to  the  considerations  that  seem  mainly  to  have 
inffuenccd  its  forbearance,  bow  can  we  expect  it  to  exhibit  a  sterner  virtue  where  states  arc  the  suitors  tor  favour 
or  indulgence?  In  whatever  light  the  scheme  be  considered,  whether  the  object  really  be,  as  it  professes  on  its 
face,  better  to  secure  to  the  stales  the  reduced  share  of  their  interests  in  the  lands  provided  for  in  the  bill,  or 
whether  it  be  a  device  to  betray  them  into  an  unintended  surrender  of  what  a  just  regard  to  their  rights  and 
interests  would  never  permit  them  intentionally  to  relinquish,  your  committee  can  only  see  in  it  the  total  loss, 
sooner  or  later,  to  the  old  states  of  tbe  great  stake  held  by  them  in  the  public  lands — a  consequence  which  they 
owe  it  to  themselves  strongly  to  protest  against,  and,  if  possible,  avert. 

The  loss  of  pecuniary  benefit,  considerable  as  that  would  be,  involved  in  the  unqualified  surrender  of  the 
public  lands,  is  yet,  perhaps,  not  the  greatest  evil  to  which  the  old  states  would  be  exposed  from  such  a  measure. 
Your  committee  have  already  glanced  at  the  consequences  to  them  of  throwing  into  market  in  the  new  states,  at 
greatly  reduced  prices,  large  bodies  of  land.  Is  it  not  obvious  that  such  would  probably  be  the  effect,  if  unli- 
mited control  over  the  lands  within  their  borders,  were  possessed  by  those  states  ?  The  rivalry  between  them 
would  be  to  hold  out  by  selling  their  lands  at  the  lowest  prices,  or,  it  might  be,  by  giving  them  away,  tbe  strongest 
inducements  to  the  rapid  settlement  of  their  territory.  Donations  of  land  to  invite  settlers  has  indeed  been  al- 
ready pronounced  by  one  of  them  to  be  the  true  line  of  policy  when  she  said  "  it  is  not  money  Indiana  wants — 
it  is  human  souls."  In  the  means,  and,  still  more,  in  the  skill  and  labour  of  the  emigrants  they  would  thus  invite, 
those  slates  would  not  be  slow  to  perceive  the  substitution  of  a  far  more  enduring  and  profitable  capital,  for  the 
lands  they  might  part  with.  Who  can  measure  the  effect  upon  the  old  slates  of  the  drain  that  would  thus  be  opened 
of  their  wealth  and  their  population  ?  And  who  that  feels  the  true  and  permanent  allegiance  be  owes,  first  of  all, 
to  the  state  he  lives  in,  can  lend  encouragement  to  a  project  which  is  thus  to  cripple  her  power,  lessen  her  re- 
sources, and  blight  her  prosperity  ?  We  desire  not  to  be  misunderstood.  No  taint  of  jealousy  or  envy  qualifies 
the  unmixed  gratification  with  which  we  have  viewed  the  rapid  and  brilliant  career  to  opulence  and  power  of 
the  young  republics  of  tbe  west  and  south.  We  sec  in  it,  with  a  just  pride  as  Americans,  the  growing  power 
and  resources  of  our  glorious  Union — as  men,  hail  with  delight  the  rapid  improvement  in  the  condition  of  our 
fellow  men — and  as  republicans  exult  in  the  slill  widening  sphere  of  those  blessings  which  ever  follow  in  the 
train  of  free  institutions. 

Virginia,  least  of  all,  whose  sons  have  so  numerously  gone  forth  to  find  new  homes  in  the  west,  could  view 
otherwise  than  with  the  highest  satisfaction,  the  successful  results  of  their  industry  and  enterprise.  But  yet  she 
cannot  be  wholly  insensible  to  the  fact,  that  in  the  transfer  of  her  citizens  and  her  means,  is  in  part  to  be  found 
tbe  cause  of  the  unparalleled  growth  of  these  new  and  flourishing  communities — and  the  cause,  at  the  same 
lime,  of  that  check  to  her  own  advancement  to  opulence  and  power — which  it  is  the  first  duty  of  a  state,  by 
every  honourable  exertion,  to  promote.  She  has  hitherto  acquiesced  cheerfully  in  the  liberal  policy  of  the  gene- 
ral government — more  liberal  it  may  be,  than  a  due  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  old  states  would  altogether 
justify— in  view  of  the  interesting  results  it  was  accomplishing,  as  well  for  the  Union,  as  for  mankind.  Sbo 
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would  not  now  disturb  trial  policy,  by  interposing  any  new  obstacle  to  tbe  speedy  settlement  of  the  public  do- 
main. But  when  the  disposition  is  manifested,  injurious  as  that  policy  now  is  to  her  interests,  so  to  alter  it  as 
to  increase  the  disadvantages  to  which  it  subjects  her — when,  not  content  with  a  more  rapid  creation  of  wealth 
and  population  than  the  world  has  ever  before  witnessed,  operated  by  this  policy,  the  attempt  is  made  not  only 
to  deprive  her  of  the  partial  benefits  heretofore  derived  from  that  source,  in  compensation,  however  inadequate, 
for  the  evils  entailed  on  her,  but  to  expose  her  to  an  aggravation  of  those  evils,  justice,  and  an  enlightened  self- 
interest,  alike  require  that  she  should  interpose  to  repel  the  attempt,  and  avert  the  mischief. 

Even  if  it  were  conceded,  that  the  plan  under  consideration  could  be  successfully  carried  out — yet  effects 
similar  to  those  which  have  been  pourtrayed  as  resulting  from  the  surrender  of  the  lands,  but  modified  in  extent, 
would  result  from  the  graduated  reduction  of  their  price  contemplated1  by  the  bill.  This  question  opens  a  wide 
field  of  enquiry — but  your  committee  are  admonished  rather  to  indicate  some  of  the  leading  objections  to  it,  than 
to  treat  it  at  the  length  its  importance  would  demand.  Your  committee  point  to  the  unprecedented  filling  up  of 
the  waste  lauds  of  the  Union,  as  affording  conclusive  proof  that  the  price  put  upon  them,  is  far  below  their  value. 
The  affections  of  men,  every  where,  cling  strongly  to  the  homes  of  their  childhood — the  scenes  of  their  ear- 
lier years — the  friends  of  their  youth.  The  considerations  of  interest  must  be  strong  indeed,  and  the  calcu- 
lations of  benefit  very  sure — that  can  induce  the  sundering  of  such,  and  so  many,  ties — and  encountering,  at  the 
same  lime,  the  privations  and  perils  incident  to  new  settlements,  in  untried  climates,  and  recently  formed  socie- 
ties. What  can  more  decisively  demonstrate  the  strength  of  those  inducements  than  the  fact,  that  in  the  life- 
time of  a  single  man,  an  almost  uninhabited  territory  has  been  converted  into  several  rich  and  powerful  states, 
numbering  millions  of  inhabitants  ?  or  what  more  conclusively  shew  that  these  inducements  do  not  require  to 
be  strengthened,  than  the  fact,  that  the  tide  of  emigration  is  still  setting  from  the  older  states,  to  the  more  recent, 
with  scarcely  yet  slackened  power?  The  fact  undoubtedly  is,  that  the  quantity  of  lands  continually  thrown 
into  market  by  government  has  been  beyond  the  capacity  even  of  the  large  proportion  of  the  means  and  labour 
of  the  country  invited  in  that  direction,  to  take  up,  or  to  cultivate.  Hence  large  quantities  of  land  have  re- 
mained unpurchased,  not  because  the  price  was  more  than  they  are  worth,  but  because  fresher  lands,  con- 
stantly offered  for  sale,  might  be  purchased  at  prices  still  less  proportioned  to  their  value,  and  have  absorbed 
the  means  that  would  else  ha%'c  gone  to  buy  those  lands  which  had  been  longer  in  market.  In  this  is  to  be  found 
the  solution  of  the  fact  of  the  large  quantity  so  long,  and  still  remaining  open  to  entry — and  not  in  the  less  value 
of  the  bulk  of  these  lands,  than  the  price  asked  for  them  ;  not  that  it  is  doubted  that  a  portion  of  them  may  be 
worth  less  than  the  minimum,  or  even  to  all  time,  may  be  utterly  valueless,  but  that  it  is  not  true  that  the  price  is 
too  high  for  a  great  part  of  them,  even  now — and  by  inevitable  laws  that  operate  in  every  society,  more  and  more 
of  them  will  continually  rise  in  value,  till  they  shall  readily  command  the  price  they  are  now  held  at.  These 
are  not  speculative  views.    Results  demonstrate  their  truth. 

In  a  report  made  to  the  senate  of  the  United  States  in  1836,  it  is  stated  that  by  "  reference  to  the  sales  of  tbe 
public  lands  at  the  several  land  offices  for  a  series  of  years,"  "  it  will  be  seen  that  a  larger  per  centum  of  the 
lands  actually  in  market  at  private  sale  has  generally  sold  at  the  old  than  at  the  new  offices,  and  that  per  cen- 
tum has  generally  increased  in  proportion  to  tbe  time  the  lands  have  been  in  market,"  and  adds  "  it  is  a  remark- 
able fact  bearing  upon  this  proposition  that  in  no  state  or  territory  has  the  sales  of  public  lands  at  private  sale 
been  so  great  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  in  market  within  the  last  6  years  as  in  Ohio,  in  which  state  the  public 
lands  has  been  longest  exposed  to  sale."  Tbe  graduation  policy  was  not  resorted  to  there.  It  is  not  necessary 
nor  is  it  just  under  existing  circumstances  to  apply  it  any  where. 

As  little  is  any  reduction  of  price  called  for  by  a  just  regard  to  the  rapid  filling  up  of  the  new  states.  Be- 
tween 1820  and  1830  the  11  states  containing  public  lands  increased  in  population  at  the  rate  of  85  per  cent, 
while  the  seventeen  in  which  there  were  none,  increased  between  the  same  periods  at  the  rate  of  26  per  cent, 
only.  Between  the  same  periods  the  average  rate  of  increase  of  the  five  states  whose  rate  of  increase  was  the 
lowest,  (including  amongst  them  the  slate  of  Virginia,)  was  about  9J  per  cent,  while  that  of  the  five  whose  rate  of 
increase  was  the  greatest  was  130  per  cent.  Your  committee  have  no  means  of  exhibiting  ihe  results  of  tbe 
last  10  years.  Enough  is  known  however  to  justify  the  belief  that  the  comparisons  they  wdl  present  will  cer- 
tainly not  be  more  favourable  to  the  old  states  than  those  which  have  been  adduced.  Can  it  be  expected  of 
those  states  to  submit  to  the  adoption  of  any  course  of  policy  calculated  still  more  rapidly  than  the  injurious  one 
already  pursued  to  depopulate  and  impoverish  them — to  depress  still  more  their  political  consequence,  and  strip 
them  still  further  of  the  means  of  defence  and  the  capacity  for  usefulness? 

The  demand  made  by  the  new  states  for  this  reduction  is  probably  itself  referrible  to  the  loss  of  their  po- 
pulation, or  the  check  it  is  beginning  to  experience  occasioned  by  the  new  lands  thrown  into  market  in  adjacent 
states  and  territories.  They  would  arrest  it  by  increasing  inducements  to  remain,  or  to  come  within  their  own 
limits.  This  is  natural  in  them,  but  the  means  proposed  are  not  just  to  us.  A  corrective  might  be  found,  and 
ought  perhaps  to  be  applied,  by  a  less  prodigal  exposure  of  the  public  lands  to  sale  by  the  general  government — 
a  corrective  which  would  benefit  them,  and  doing  injury  to  none,  tend  still  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  remain- 
ing part  of  the  trust  subject. 
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Reasons  of  public  policy  connected  with  the  vastness  of  our  present  limits  as  a  people,  also  strongly  re- 
commend a  review  of  the  policy  in  this  respect,  now  and  heretofore  pursued  by  the  general  government.  This 
is  not  the  place  to  discuss  them ;  and  your  committee  will  dismiss  this  part  of  the  subject  by  merely  pointing 
attention  to  the  inconsistency  of  those  who  while  resorting  to  measures  at  best  of  very  questionable  propriety, 
to  avert  anticipated  injury,  complain  at  the  same  lime  of  others  for  seeking  to  shelter  themselves  from  similar 
evils  behind  the  aegis  of  incontcstiblc  rights  and  the  most  sacred  compacts. 

The  bill  before  congress  further  proposes  to  allow  to  the  new  stales  fifty  per  cent,  on  the  gross  amount  of 
sales  in  consideration  of  their  relinquishing  the  five  per  cent,  thereon  now  allowed,  and  of  their  trouble  and  ex- 
pense in  managing  and  disposing  of  the  lands,  and  extinguishing  the  Indian  title  within  their  respective  limits. 
At  present  these  charges  are  borne  by  tho  United  Stales,  and  the  residue  of  the  proceeds  paid  into  the  public 
treasury.  The  acceptance  or  rejection  of  the  proposed  terms  by  the  new  stales  would,  of  course,  be  a  mere 
question  of  interest.  Where,  after  paying  all  enumerated  charges,  a  state  would  receive  more  than  the  five  per 
cent,  on  sales  now  allowed  it,  the  terms  would  be  accepted — where  less,  they  would  be  rejected.  In  the  first 
case,  the  general  government  would  lose  to  the  extent  of  the  gain  of  those  stales,  beyond  the  enumerated  char- 
ges and  the  five  per  cent.,  while,  in  the  latter,  it  would  experience  no  relief. 

By  the  proposed  chance,  therefore,  in  the  management  of  the  public  lands,  the  fund  to  be  applied  to 
the  common  benefit,  can  but  be  diminished,  without,  as  it  appears  to  your  committee,  any  compensating  advan- 
tage whatever. 

What  disposition  shall  be  made  of  the  residuary  60  per  cent.,  to  be  paid  to  the  United  Sates,  is  not  pro- 
vided for  by  the  bill.  Whether  disbursed  as  the  ordinary  revenues,  or  distributed  among  the  several  states, 
does  not  appear — but  it  is  manifest,  in  the  absence  of  all  provision  on  the  subject,  lhat  whether  applied  in  the  one 
way,  or  ihe  other,  the  new  states  equally  with  the  old,  would  share  the  benefit  of  it.  Hence,  in  addition  to  the 
advantage  which  the  new  stales  would  already  have  derived  from  tbe  cession  contemplated,  and  in  which  the 
old  states  have  no  participation,  the  former  are  still  to  share  proportionately  with  the  latter,  in  the  benefit  of  the 
amount  to  be  paid  over  to  the  United  States — thus  defeating  that  equality  of  benefit  intended  to  be  secured  to 
all  the  states  by  tbe  compacts,  and  to  which  they  are  all  no  less  entitled,  as  regards  the  lands  obtained  by  treaty. 
Necessity  alone  could  excuse  the  adoption  of  any  plan  to  be  attended  with  such  a  consequence :  but  so  far  from 
there  existing  any  such  necessity— your  committee  believe  that  the  present  plan  of  managing  tbe  land-fund, 
while  it  avoids  any  such  inequality,  is,  in  every  respect,  preferable  to  the  one  proposed. 

Your  committee  have  deemed  it  their  duty,  in  consideration  of  tbe  imposing  auspices  under  which  the 
plan  they  have  been  considering  has  been  ushered  before  the  public,  as  well  as  of  the  evident  care  with  which 
it  has  been  elaborated,  to  present  some  of  the  more  important  objections,  to  which  it  seems  obnoxious.  These 
objections  have  not  been  enforced  to  the  extent  that  was  desirable,  whilst  other,  and  serious  ones,  they  are 
compelled  to  pretermit,  that  they  may  not  too  much  extend  this  paper.  Those  which  they  have  been  consider- 
ing, proceed  on  the  admission  of  the  right  of  congress  to  adopt  the  proposed  measure.  This  right,  as  to  the 
ceded  lands,  by  virtue  of  the  stipulations  of  the  compacts,  and  as  to  the  purchased,  viewed,  for  reasons  above 
stated,  as  part  of  the  trust  subject,  your  committee  totally  deny.  It  has  been  shewn  that  these  deeds  constitu- 
ted the  United  States  a  trustee  to  dispose  of  the  public  lands  for  the  common  benefit — and  that  the  general  go- 
vernment accepted  the  trust.  It  is  of  the  essential  nature  of  such  a  trust,  as  to  whatsoever  implies  discretion  in  the 
execution,  to  be  incapable  of  delegation.  Accordingly,  the  whole  discretion  exercised  heretofore,  in  disposing 
of  the  lands,  has  been  exercised  by  congress.  Officers  and  agents  have  been  appointed  to  execute  their  will — 
mere  ministerial  officers,  bound  implicitly  to  pursue  prescribed  directions.  The  duties  devolved  on  the  new 
states,  by  the  bill  before  congress,  are  not  ministerial  merely — many  of  them  are  so— but  unlimited  discretion, 
in  some  most  important  particulars,  is  also  conferred  on  them.  Thus — the  time  of  making  the  sales — the  quan- 
tity of  land  lo  be  thrown  into  market — what  lands  shall  be  first  sold — are  all  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  states. 
It  is  obvious,  that  tbe  exercise  of  this  discretion,  however  honestly  directed,  might,  in  regard  to  all  these  parti- 
culars be  so  employed,  as  to  be  highly  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  while  it  is  easy  to  con- 
ceive a  state  of  things,  where  the  particular  interests  of  the  states  entrusted  with  the  proposed  duties,  might  so 
conflict  with  those  of  the  states  generally,  as  to  subject  them  to  be  swerved  from  that  paramount  regard  to  tbe 
interest  of  the  beneficiaries  of  the  fund,  which  the  United  States  would  be  bound,  and  might,  therefore,  be  ex- 
pected, to  evince. 

Your  committee,  for  these  reasons,  protest  against  the  proposed  unauthorized  delegation  of  the  trust.  They 
view  with  alarm  and  surprise,  the  new  principles  sought  to  be  interpolated  in  the  policy  of  the  government,  in 
regard  to  this  great  interest — nor  can  they  fail  to  perceive  in  them,  so  far  as  they  find  favour  with  the  federal 
authorities,  a  disposition  manifested,  to  transcend,  or  to  disregard  tbe  duties  they  have  solemnly  undertaken  to 
discharge.  Should  the  present  project  succeed,  which  involves  on  tbe  part  of  the  federal  government,  a  palpa- 
ble breach  of  trust,  towards  those  who  reposed  it,  who  could  feel  surprise,  if  the  trustees  of  its  appointment, 
countenanced  by  so  eminent  an  example,  should  themselves  not  implicitly  regard  the  conditions  imposed  on 
them  ? 
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It  does  not  diminish  their  alarm,  that  this  breach  of  faith  would  involve  at  the  same  time,  a  usurpation  of 
power :  the  assumption  by  the  general  government  of  entire  control  over  property  held  by  them  only  in  a  fidu- 
ciary character.  They  could  not  but  view  it  as  a  new  assault  on  the  rights  ot  the  original  proprietor  states — as 
denying  to  them  that  respect  and  deference  justly  due  to  them  on  this  subject — as  giving  new  and  just  cause  of 
jealousy  to  all  the  states  towards  the  federal  government — and  more  and  more  demanding  their  vigilance  to 
arrest  the  progressive  tendency  towards  the  consolidation  of  all  powers,  in  hands,  that  already  wield,  at  the 
centre,  an  authority  destructive  of  the  balance  of  the  constitution.  Nor  can  they  fail  to  contrast  this  design 
to  violate  that  primary,  inherent  condition  of  the  trust,  that  devolves  the  execution  of  it  on  the  selected  party, 
with  the  caution  and  high  honour,  that  led  the  government  in  past  times,  not  to  admit  the  least  departure  from 
the  stipulations  of  the  deed,  without  first  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  slates  that  ceded  the  property.  Virginia 
demands  that  the  trust  shall  be  executed  by  the  trustee  of  her  appointment,  who  accepted,  and  solemnly  under- 
took, to  discharge  it.  She  denies  all  right  in  that  trustee  to  delegate  the  trust,  or  in  any  wise  change  or  vary  its 
provisions,  or  transcend  the  authority  conferred  by  it,  without  first  obtaining  her  formal  and  express  assent,  and  till 
that  be  done  she  protests  solemnly  against  all  attempts  to  exercise  it. 

In  reviewing  the  various  modes  that  have  been  suggested  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  your  committee 
feel  called  on  to  advert  briefly  to  a  measure  recently  brought  before  congress,  bearing  in  their  view,  very  strongly 
on  this  question.  It  is  called  a  bill  "  for  the  armed  occupation  of  Florida."  It  proposes  to  give  320  acres  of 
land  in  that  territory  to  10,000  men,  on  condition  of  their  settlement  there — to  furnish  them  and  their  families 
food,  clothing  and  medicines,  for  12  months,  without  charge,  and  to  protect  them  by  an  army.  Your  committee  arc 
sure  that  they  but  speak  the  voice  of  all  Virginia,  when  they  say,  that  no  proper  and  efficient  measure,  having  Ixma 
fide  in  view,  the  protection  of  their  fellow-citizens  of  Florida,  nor  any  expense  necessary  to  effect  that  object, 
could  be  adopted  by  congress  which  would  not  command  their  cordial  and  entire  assent.  But  they  may  be  per- 
mitted to  doubt  the  fitness  or  efficiency  of  the  means  proposed.  They  sec  in  it  on  the  contrary,  only  the  pro- 
bability of  greatly  increased  expenditure,  where  already  millions  have  been  fruitlessly  lavished — of  gieat  sacri- 
fice of  life,  where  life  has  already  been  too  recklessly  sported  away — and  of  ultimate  disappointment  and  discom- 
fiture, where,  though  our  brave  troops  have,  through  death  and  hardships,  won  imperishable  laurels,  our  country 
has  reaped  only  defeat  and  lasting  disgrace.  1  hey  know  that  cupidity  never  wants  pretexts — and  in  this 
scheme  they  sec  a  precedent  set,  which,  if  followed  in  a  different  quarter  of  our  territory,  might  lead  to  the  most 
injurious  consequences — under  shelter  of  which,  successive  squadrons  of  armed  occupants,  might  be  thrown 
forward,  in  never  ending  columns,  to  protect  the  still  receding  frontier,  till  they  should  finally  abut  at  the  foot 
of  the  Rocky  mountains,  or,  it  might  be,  on  the  shores  of  the  Pacific.  The  swarms  of  "  pre-emptioners"  and 
'*  squatters"  that  have  heretofore  been  attracted  to  the  greener  spots  of  our  territory,  not  deterred  by  the  oppo- 
sition they  have  encountered,  would  now,  not  only  be  enabled  to  possess  themselves,  without  price  and  without 
peril,  of  the  rich  inheritance  of  the  whole  people  of  the  Union,  but  seem  to  challenge,  in  the  character  of  pro- 
tectors, the  thanks  of  the  country,  under  their  new  and  less  repulsive  designation  of  "armed  occupants." 

The  only  other  plan  which  your  committee  deem  it  necessary  to  notice,  is  that  recommended  in  the  bill 
"  to  appropriate,  for  a  limited  time,  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  granting  lands,  to  certain 
states."  Proceeding  on  the  ground,  that  the  United  States  shall  adhere  to  the  system  it  has  so  long  pursued  in 
disposing  of  the  lands — its  leading  feature  is  the  distribution  among  the  several  states,  in  proportion  to  their 
federal  numbers,  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  sale.  Resting  on  principles,  the  truth  of  which  your  committee,  in  the 
first  part  of  their  report,  have  attempted  to  vindicate,  and  designed  to  carry  out  in  good  faith  those  stipulations, 
the  binding  authority  of  which,  on  the  federal  government,  they  have  also  endeavoured  to  establish — it  is  a 
measure  which  commands,  in  its  principal  provisions,  their  unqualiffcd  approbation.  It  recognizes  the  public 
lands  as  a  sacred  trust  reposed  in  the  Lnited  States — it  disavows  all  other  authority  over  them  on  the  part  of 
the  United  Stales  except  as  trustee — it  denies  their  right  to  surrender  the  trust  subject  to  others — it  discounte- 
nances such  a  proposition  as  unequal  and  unjust — it  admits  the  binding  nuthority  of  the  stipulations  contained  in 
the  deeds  of  cession — it  construes  those  stipulations  to  require  the  United  States  to  sell  the  lands  at  a  fair 
price — to  apply  the  proceeds  to  the  common  benefit  of  all  the  states — to  apportion  that  benefit  among  them  seve- 
rally— and  apportion  them  according  to  a  rule,  answering  the  requirements  of  the  deeds  from  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina,  and,  in  itself,  "just,  safe,  and  federal."  The  principles  on  which  this  measure  is  based,  do  not  seem 
to  require  further  elucidation.  But  among  those  who  favour  the  principle  of  distribution,  the  question  whether 
the  land-fund  shall  be  set  apart  from  the  other  public  moneys,  and  the  whole  periodically  distributed,  as  the 
plan  proposes,  or  whether  it  shall  be  first  subject  to  appropriation  by  congress,  and  the  residue  only  distributed, 
gives  rise  to  some  diversity  of  opinion. 

On  the  one  hand,  it  is  argued  that  the  revenues  of  the  government,  derived  from  customs,  are  insufficient 
to  meet  its  expenditures — that  by  the  operation  of  the  compromise  bill,  they  will  be  still  further  reduced— that 
a  necessity  will  hence  arise,  if  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  are  not  resorted  to,  to  disturb  that 
great  and  healing  measure — that  the  struggle  will  be  again  renewed  between  the  friends  and  opponents  of  the 
protective  system,  destructive  to  the  tranquillity,  and  threatening,  in  the  issue,  the  stability  of  the  Union  itself — 
that  the  anti-tariff"  states,  as  the  weaker  in  our  national  councils,  will  be  again  burthened  with  an  oppressive  ta- 
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riff,  and,  through  this  means,  incur  a  loss  far  greater  than  would  bo  compensated  by  their  dividend  of  the  land- 
fond. 

On  the  other  band  it  is  urged,  that  tbe  apprehension  that  the  revenue  from  the  customs  may  prove  insuffi- 
cient for  the  expenses  of  government,  is  unfounded — that  the  reduction  going  on  in  the  rate  of  duties,  will  not 
necessarily  reduce  tbe  amount  of  revenue  at  all,  but  may  even  increase  it — that  such  increase  is  tbe  natural  re- 
sult of  low  duties,  within  a  certain  limit,  and  goes  on  in  an  increasing  ratio  from  year  to  year — that  admitting  it 
to  be  diminished,  yet  it  is  better  to  compel  government  to  bring  down  its  expenditures  to  the  level  of  its  re- 
ceipts, than  by  placing  unlimited  means  at  its  command,  to  invite  to  a  continuance  of  tbose  unprecedented  ex- 
penditures to  which  it  has,  for  some  years  past,  attained — that  should  the  revenue  by  reason  of  the  reduced  rata 
of  duties,  still  prove  less  than  strict  economy  in  the  government  would  demand,  yet  there  arc  articles  now  duty- 
free, which  might  be  subjected  to  duty,  without  at  all  infringing  the  principles  of  the  compromise,  sufficient  in  all 
probability  to  meet  such  deficiency — that,  at  any  rate,  it  were  better  to  give  government  authority  to  borrow  to 
a  limited  extent,  to  meet  temporary  exigencies,  and  afterwards,  if  still  found  necessary,  authorize,  specially, 
the  application  to  its  expenses  of  tbe  fund  in  question,  than  to  leave  with  it,  in  the  first  instance,  a  power  so 
eminently  liable  to  abuse. 

After  bestowing  on  the  subject  tbe  most  careful  consideration,  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  whole 
proceeds  of  the  trust-fund  ought  to  be  kept  separate  from  tbe  revenues  of  the  government,  and  ought  to  be  an- 
nually distributed  among  tbe  several  states  in  the  ratio  already  indicated — except,  only,  in  the  event  of  war. 
They  are  not  insensible  to  the  force  of  some  of  tbe  considerations  urged  by  those  who  would  reserve  to  the  ge- 
neral government  a  control  over  such  parts  of  them,  as  might  be  required,  in  addition  to  the  revenue,  to  defray 
its  expenses.  They  believe,  however,  that  no  necessity,  or,  at  most,  but  a  temporary  one,  can  arise,  when  that 
expenditure  shall  have  been  reduced  to  a  proper  scale,  for  a  larger  sum  than  will  be  annually  derived  from  the  ac- 
cruing customs.  They  arc  encouraged  to  believe,  by  the  recent  reduction  of  the  inordinate  expenses  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  promised  still  further  reduction  of  them,  that,  at  length,  the  disposition  to  spend,  has  been  repla- 
ced by  the  determination  to  economise.  If  government  will  faithfully  persist  in  this  purpose,  they  entertain  no 
doubt  of  the  entire  adequacy,  ordinarily,  of  the  current  revenues  to  meet  the  current  expenditure.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  recent  diminution  of  the  revenue  from  customs — notwithstanding  the  present  depression  of  trade,  in  all 
its  branches — yet  your  committee  are  satisfied,  that  nothing  short  of  wanton,  violent  and  unjustifiable  inroads  on 
those  principles  under  which  this  government,  under  all  administrations,  has  conducted  ('till  recently)  its  finan- 
cial and  commercial  policy,  with  a  success  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  nations — can  reduce,  for  more  than  a 
brief  period,  the  receipts  into  the  public  treasury  from  the  tariff  as  now  arranged,  below  an  amount  fully  com- 
mensurate with  the  proper  wants  of  government.  Should  the  revenue,  however,  still  be  found  short  of  those 
wants,  it  has  been  indicated  how  they  might  still  be  increased  without,  in  any  manner,  disturbing  the  principles 
of  tbe  compromise.  Should  there  still  be  a  deficiency,  the  yielding  up  of  the  fund  in  question,  or  some  altera- 
tion of  existing  duties,  would  then  become  necessary.  It  would  then  be  time  enough  to  discuss  which  of  these 
measures  would  be  the  more  expedient. 

Your  committee  can  perceive  no  good  or  sufficient  reason  for  departing  from  the  policy  indicated  by  the 
constitution,  and  so  long  pursued  by  tbe  federal  government,  of  raising  revenue  to  meet  its  current  expenditures 
by  means  of  imposts,  or  for  disturbing  that  policy,  by  connecting  it,  in  an}'  manner,  with  the  management  of  the 
great  trust  confided  to  the  United  States  of  the  public  lands.  No  mode  of  taxation  hitherto  devised,  bears,  it  is 
believed,  less  oppressively,  or  more  equally,  on  the  people — and  it  is  susceptible,  in  ordinary  times,  of  a  regu- 
larity and  uniformity  of  operation,  which  it  is  of  the  highest  importance  to  secure.  The  customary  expenditures 
of  a  government,  well  administered,  should  not  vary  from  year  to  year,  but  to  an  inconsiderable  extent — and 
experience  has  shewn,  that  the  receipts  from  the  customs  may,  in  like  manner,  be  so  regulated,  ordinarily,  as  to 
produce  a  great  equality  in  their  annual  amount. 

It  is  extremely  desirable  that  the  ordinary  expenses  of  government  should  be  thus  regulated ;  and  that  the 
system  of  duties  should  be  adjusted  to  them,  and  placed  upon  a  stable  and  permanent  footing.  However  ar- 
ranged, a  tariff  must  always  materially  affect  important  interests,  and  it  is  of  great  consequence,  that  when 
these  shall  have  once  been  accommodated  to  it,  ttiey  should  not  be  unnecessarily  disturbed.  The  existing  ar- 
rangement of  the  tariff  will,  usually,  it  is  believed,  supply  an  adequate  revenue,  or,  at  most,  would  require,  to 
have  that  effect,  but  partial  modification. 

Your  committee  consider  it  best  on  tho  whole,  that  this  arrangement  should  be  adhered  to.  Essentially, 
it  is  a  tariff  for  revenue — its  former  more  obnoxious  provisions  having  been  repealed,  or  so  modified,  as  to  afford 
but  little  room  for  complaint.  It  levies,  so  as  to  be  not  oppressively  felt,  a  tax,  which  will  probably  meet,  but 
not  materially  exceed,  the  legitimate  wants  of  tbe  government.  Could  tbe  further  reduction  of  it  be  effected  by 
applying,  in  place  of  the  revenue  it  supplies,  tbe  receipts  from  the  public  lands,  your  committee  would  not  be 
prepared  to  recommend  such  a  measure.  The  amount  of  these  receipts  fluctuate  too  widely,  to  justify  a  reli- 
ance on  them  for  the  support  of  government,  and  these  fluctuations  would  lead  to  continued  changes  of  the  tariff, 
with  that  constant  disturbance  of  the  business  of  the  country,  which  is  itself  one  of  the  greatest  evils  a  people 
can  be  subjected  to. 
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But  your  committee  do  not  believe,  that,  empowering  the  general  government  to  apply  the  proceeds  of  the 
lands  to  purposes  of  their  own,  would  lead  to  a  reduction  of  the  tariff. 

All  experience,  individual  as  well  as  national,  bears  witness  that  extravagance  is  the  offspring  of  abun- 
dance,  and  economy  the  child  of  necessity.  Every  government  is  continually  besieged  by  applications  involv- 
ing expenditures  of  money  for  a  thousand  plausible  objects,  often  only  to  be  repelled  by  pleading  the  want  of 
means.  Projects  of  expenditure  ever  press  upon  the  utmost  limit  of  resources,  and  generally  extend  much  be- 
yond them.  It  is  not  desirable,  your  committee  think,  to  subject  the  land-fund  to  these  indefinite  and  ever  press- 
ing demands :  nor  would  it  be  wise  or  prudent  to  expose  the  officers  of  government,  who  have  always  an 
interest  to  yield  to  these  solicitations,  and  to  enlarge  expenditures,  to  the  strong  temptation  it  would  offer  not  to 
scrutinize  as  closely  as  they  ought,  and  otherwise  might,  the  disbursements  of  the  public  money. 

A  new  and  important  check  to  too  prodigal  disbursements  by  the  general  government  would  be  found  in 
the  states  receiving  their  distributive  share  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  They  would  not  fail  to  perceive 
in  the  extravagance  and  profusion  of  that  government,  the  necessity  on  their  part  of  a  speedy  relinquishment  to 
it  of  the  land-fund,  or  of  increased  taxation — and  we  might  look,  confidently,  under  such  circumstances,  for  in- 
creased watchfulness  over  federal  expenditures,  and  the  seasonable  application  of  proper  correctives. 

No  such  danger  of  extravagance  exists  on  the  part  of  the  states.  The  dividend  of  no  state  would  be  of 
such  amount,  as  to  invite  to  wasteful  expenditure — but  in  the  present  debtor  condition  of  almost  all  of  them,  it 
might,  and  would  afford  the  most  sensible  relief. 

The  annual  receipts  from  the  public  lands  for  the  ten  years  preceding  September  1835,  have  averaged,  as 
heretofore  stated,  about  3£  millions  of  dollars.  Although  temporary  causes  may,  for  a  short  period,  reduce  them 
even  below  this  point,  yet  deeper  and  more  powerful  ones  arc  operating,  which,  if  not  counteracted  by  gross  mal- 
administration of  our  financial  concerns,  must  maintain  them,  for  an  indefinite  period  at  least,  at  that  point,  and, 
quite  probably,  advance  them  considerably  beyond  it.  According  to  this  too  unfavourable  view,  the  share  of 
Virginia,  determined  by  federal  numbers,  would  amount  to  about  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

Your  committee  will  not  dilate  upon  the  importance  of  so  large  an  annual  addition  to  the  receipts  into  her  trea- 
sury, in  enabling  her,  less  onerously  to  the  people,  to  maintain  her  credit,  develop  her  resources,  and  prosecute  ber 
so  much  needed  lines  of  interior  intercommunication.  It  is,  perhaps,  sufficient  to  say  that  the  relief  which  would 
be  afforded  by  such  a  sum,  in  the  sensible  diminution  of  the  taxes  otherwise  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
government,  and  pay  the  interest  of  its  debt,  would  be  felt  by  every  citizen  of  the  commonwealth,  and  would 
liberate,  besides,  that  large  amount  to  aid  in  sustaining  the  general  industry. 

Of  the  United  Slates,  to  whom  we  yielded  so  much,  we  demand  the  inconsiderable  portion  reserved  by  the 
terms  of  the  surrender.  Out  of  our  abundance  we  gave,  and  with  no  sparing  hand.  We  do  not  repent  or  regret 
the  step — though  we  may  find  unlhankfulness,  where  gratitude  might  rather  have  been  expected — though  our  just 
claims  may  be  resisted  where  we  might  rather  have  looked  for  the  eager  acknowledgment  of  them— even  though 
despoiled  by  cupidity  or  ambition  of  that  remnant  of  benefit  our  fathers  sought  to  secure  to  themselves  and  their 
posterity — yet  would  we  continue  to  exult  in  the  great  and  glorious  results  of  their  magnanimous  and  liberal 
policy,  and  contemplate  with  a  proud  satisfaction,  the  free,  enterprising  and  flourishing  communities  spread,  and 
still  extending,  over  our  southern  and  western  territories.  Against  them,  under  no  circumstances  that  can  arise, 
would  we  invoke  the  curse  of  sterility — nor,  if  we  might,  by  a  word,  draw  down  blight  upon  their  prosperity. 
What  we  demand,  is  our  own,  by  &  title  as  high,  as  meritorious  and  as  sacred,  as  any  known  among  men — one 
which  the  United  States  is  bound  to  recognize  "  by  lies  as  strong  as  were  ever  yet  devised  to  secure  the  failh  of 
nations" — and  one  which  this  slate,  in  a  more  particular  manner,  owes  it  to  its  citizens  to  vindicate  and  maintain. 

We  do  not  approach  the  federal  government,  as  some  would  have  it  appear,  as  suitors  for  favour.  We 
spurn  the  derogatory  supposition.  We  view,  in  like  manner,  with  the  scorn  it  merits,  the  equally  unfounded  and 
injurious  ascription  to  the  demand  we  arc  asserting,  of  sordid  and  mercenary  motives.  Founded  as  thai 
demand  is  in  the  highest  justice,  and  recommended  to  be  enforced  by  the  wants  of  the  state,  and  by  the  duty 
which  every  government  owes  to  the  welfare  of  its  citizens,  the  attempt  to  characterize  it  as  sordid,  is  a  mere 
perversion  of  all  truth  and  candour — and  is  not  entitled  to  the  more  consideration  that  the  suggestion  may  itself 
spring  from  motives  not  wholly  free  from  some  taint  of  cupidity,  or  be  used  yet  more  unrighteously,  as  a  veil 
to  conceal  the  designs  of  a  selfish  and  unscrupulous  ambition.  It  will  not  avail  to  divert  this  commonwealth 
from  the  discharge  of  a  sacred  duty. 

Virginia  owes  it  to  her  highest  interests — to  the  maintenance  of  her  credit — to  the  advancement  of  her  pros- 
perity— to  the  resuscitation  of  her  languishing  industry — to  the  development  of  her  mineral  wealth — to  the 
completion  of  her  great  lines  of  improvement — to  the  cause  of  education — to  all  that  contributes  to  the  power 
and  prosperity  of  a  commonwealth,  and  the  happiness  of  a  people,  to  assert,  as  she  now  does,  ber  incontestible 
claim  to  that  small  share  she  thought  proper  to  reserve,  for  her  own  use  and  benefit,  out  of  the  empire  she  gave 
away. 

Your  commitlec  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  public  lands  held  by  the  United  States  belong  in  common  to  all  the  slates,  and  that 
each  and  all  are  entitled  to  participate  in  the  benefits  derivable  therefrom. 
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2.  Resolved,  That  all  the  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  state  of  Virginia,  except  those  reserved 
by  the  deed  of  cession  for  certain  enumerated  purposes,  were  ceded,  "  in  trust,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such 
of  the  United  States,  as  had  become,  at  the  date  of  the  cession,  or  should  thereafter  become,  members  of  the 
confederation,  or  federal  alliance,  of  the  said  states,  (Virginia  inclusive)  according  to  their  several  respective 
proportions  of  the  general  charge  and  expenditure,  to  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  disposed  of,  for  that  purpose, 
ana  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever" — that  the  United  States  by  accepting  the  trust,  took  it  subject  to 
those  conditions — that  tfiose  conditions  have  been  in  no  wise  released,  or  altered  by  any  act  of  this  common- 
wealth, but  remain  in  unimpaired  force  and  validity — and  that  any  disposition  of  the  said  lands  not  in  confor- 
mity thereto,  would  involve  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  towards  this  state,  a  breach  of  faith,  and  a  violation 
of  tbe  most  solemn  engagements. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  lands  which  were  ceded  by  the  several  states  to  the  United  States,  were  ceded  in 
trust  for  tbe  common  benefit  of  all  tbe  states ;  and  this  general  assembly  doth  earnesdy  urge  upon  congress, 
tbe  speedy  adoption  of  some  just  and  equitable  plan  for  the  distribution  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  thereof 
among  the  states. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  lands  acquired  by  the  United  States,  by  purchase,  are  held  in  trust  for  the  common 
benefit  of  all  the  states,  and  this  general  assembly  doth  declare  the  opinion,  that  the  most  just  and  equitable 
plan  for  disposing  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  thereof,  is  by  distributing  the  same  in  just  proportions  among 
all  the  states. 

5.  Resolved  nevertheless,  That  by  the  foregoing  resolutions,  urging  tbe  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  tbe 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  this  general  assembly  doth  not  mean,  in  any  event,  to  infringe  or  disturb  the  principles 
of  the  act  of  congress,  passed  on  the  2d  March  1833,  commonly  called  the  Compromise  act,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
it  hereby  declares,  and  resolves,  that  the  same  should  be  held  sacred  and  inviolate. 

6.  Resolved,  That  whilst  this  general  assembly  views  with  becoming  pride,  tbe  rapid  growth  of  the  new  states, 
and  would  do  nothing  to  check  their  advance  in  wealth  and  power,  it  cannot  but  consider  the  measures  for  gra- 
duating or  reducing  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and  other  kindred  propositions  presented  to  congress,  as  cal- 
culated to  unsettle  the  conditions  on  which  tbe  public  lands  were  acquired  by  tbe  United  States,  and  greatly  to 
impair  the  equality  of  benefits  arising  from  the  same,  in  which  Virginia,  in  common  with  all  the  states,  is  justly 
entitled  to  participate. 

7.  Resolved,  That  congress  has  no  right  to  delegate  the  trust  solemnly  reposed  in,  and  accepted  by  the  United 
States,  as  contemplated  in  tbe  bill  now  pending  before  congress,  without  the  assent  first  obtained  of  tbe  states 
that  created  the  trust — that  such  delegation  would  be  in  violation  of  the  understanding  on  which  the  trust  was 
created — an  unwarrantable  aggression  of  the  rights  of  the  granting  states — and  calculated  to  foment  collisions 
and  dissensions  between  the  United  States  and  the  new  states,  threatening,  in  the  result,  the  peace,  harmony  and 
stability  of  tbe  Union. 

8.  Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  this  commonwealth  transmit  the  foregoing  report  and  resolutions  to  each 
of  the  senators  and  representatives  in  congress  from  this  state,  with  a  request,  that  the  same  be  laid  before  the 
two  houses  of  congress. 

9.  Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  communicate  a  copy  of  said  preamble  and  resolutions,  to 
the  executive  of  each  state  in  this  Union,  with  a  request  to  submit  the  same  to  their  respective  legislatures. 
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CHESAPEAKE  AND  OHIO  CANAL  COMPANY. 


SECOND  AUDITOR'S  OFFICE, 
Fbbruaky  4,  1840. 

SIR, 

By  direction  of  the  Board  of  public  works  I  herewith  transmit  to  the  bouse  of  delegates  a  com- 
munication from  the  secretary  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company,  containing  the  information  desired 
by  the  house  in  relation  to  certain  locks  required  to  be  constructed  by  said  company  by  the  act  directing  a  sub- 
scription thereto  on  the  part  of  this  state. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Jr. 

Second  Auditor. 

The  honourable  the  Sneaker  of  the  Houte  of  Delegates. 


OFFICE  OF  THE  CHESAPEAKE  AND  OHIO  CANAL 
COMPANY,  Washington,  January  31,  1840. 

J.  Brown  Jr.,  Second  Auditor. 
SIR, 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  fifteenth  in  due  time  but  have  been  prevented  by  unavoidable 
circumstances  from  giving  you  the  desired  information  before  the  present  time. 

Locks  connecting  the  canal  with  the  river  have  been  constructed  at  three  of  the  four  points  designated  in  the 
act  of  February  1833,  viz :  opposite  to  the  mouth  of  Goose  creek,  opposite  to  Shepherdstown,  and  at  a  point 
about  two  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Opequon. 

No  locks  have  yet  been  constructed  at  the  base  of  the  Ketocton  mountain. 

Upon  examination  it  was  found  that  such  boats  as  usually  navigate  the  canal  could  not  navigate  the  river 
at  that  point  at  any  time  except  during  a  freshet,  and  at  such  times  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  boats  from  de- 
scending the  river  to  the  locks  now  constructed  at  Goose  creek.  There  is  no  navigable  stream  running  from  » 
Virginia  into  the  Potomac  between  Goose  creek  and  the  Shenandoah,  and  at  the  latter  place  a  perfect  con- 
nexion has  been  formed  with  the  canal  by  the  erection  of  an  outlet  lock.  It  is  therefore  only  the  trade  which 
reaches  the  Potomac  between  Goose  creek  and  the  Shenandoah  by  land  carnage  which  could  possibly  enter  the 
canal  through  the  proposed  locks  if  constructed. 

There  is  no  feeder  to  the  canal  between  Seneca  and  Harper's  Ferry,  a  distance  of  forty  miles,  and  it  was 
found  that  the  water  which  would  necessarily  be  wasted  at  an  outlet  lock  if  constructed  as  required,  in  addition 
to  that  now  wasted  at  the  lock  at  Goose  creek  would  much  increase  the  already  rapid  current  in  the  canal  above 
that  point. 

Under  all  these  circumstances  it  has  been  suggested  that  the  money  necessary  for  the  construction  of  locks 
at  the  Ketocton  mountain  could  be  more  advantageously  applied  towards  the  erection  of  a  bridge  across  the 
Potomac,  by  the  means  of  which  the  same  produce  or  much  of  it  could  reach  the  canal,  while  the  bridge  would 
in  other  respects  prove  to  be  of  great  public  advantage.  A  memorial  has  been  presented  I  believe  to  the  legis- 
lature of  Virginia  from  the  people  residing  near  the  river,  asking  that  the  canal  company  may  be  permitted  thus 
to  change  the  application  of  the  money. 

The  act  of  9th  April  1839,  which  you  have  enclosed  authorizes  a  change  of  the  location  of  the  locks,  but  I 
believe  that  all  the  objections  which  have  been  urged  against  the  point  first  designated  will  apply  with  equal 
force  to  any  point  embraced  by  the  latter  act. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obed't  serv't, 

JOHN  P.  INGLE, 

CTk  C.  if  O.  Co. 
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Mr.  BAYLY, 


PROM  THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  GOVERNOR'S  MESSAGE  RELATIVE  TO  A  DEMAND  MADE  BY  THE 
EXECUTIVE  OF  THIS  STATE  UPON  THE  GOVERNOR  OP  NEW  YORK,  FOR  THE  SURRENDER  OF 


THREE  FUGITIVES  FROM  JUSTICE, 


MADE  THE 


FOLLOWING  REPORT : 


The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  governor's  message  and  accompanying  documents 
as  relates  to  his  demand  upon  the  executive  of  New  York  for  the  surrender  of  three  fugitives  from  justice,  have 
bad  the  same  under  consideration  and  agree  to  the  following 

REPORT: 

In  July  hist  the  executive  of  Virginia  made  a  demand  upon  the  governor  of  New  York  for  the  surrender 
of  Peter  Johnson,  Edward  Smith  and  Isaac  Gansey  attached  to  the  schooner  Robert  Center  then  in  New  York, 
who  were  duly  charged  by  affidavit  regularly  made  before  Miles  King,  mayor  and  justice  of  the  peace  for  Nor- 
folk, with  having  feloniously  stolen  and  taken  from  John  G.  Colley  a  certain  negro  slave  Isaac  the  property  of 
said  Colley.  The  governor  of  New  York  refused  to  comply  with  the  demand,  and  assigned  as  his  reasons  for 
the  refusal,  that  the  right  to  demand  and  the  reciprocal  obligation  to  surrender  fugitives  from  justice  between 
sovereign  and  independent  nations,  as  defined  by  the  law  of  nations,  include  only  those  cases  in  which  the  acts 
constituting  the  offence  charged  are  recognized  by  the  universal  law  of  all  civilized  countries;  that  the  object  of 
the  provision  in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  relative  to  the  demand  of  fugitives  from  justice  was  lo 
recognize  and  establish  this  principle  in  the  mutual  relations  of  the  slates  as  independent,  equal  and  sovereign 
communities;  that  the  provision  applies  only  to  those  acts  which,  if  committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
state  in  which  the  person  accused  is  found,  would  be  treasonable,  felonious  or  criminal  by  the  laws  of  that  slate; 
that  no  law  of  New  York  at  this  time  recognized,  no  statute  admitted,  that  one  man  could  be  the  properly  of 
another,  or  that  one  man  could  be  stolen  from  another;  and  that  consequently  the  laws  of  this  stale  making  the 
stealing  of  a  slave  felony  did  not  constitute  a  crime  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution. 

Your  committee  have  bestowed  upon  each  of  these  propositions  the  reflection  which  their  importance  de- 
manded; and  that  reflection  has  brought  them  lo  very  different  conclusions  from  those  arrived  at  by  the  governor 
of  New  York. 

A  citizen  of  one  nation  is  permitted  lo  enter  the  territory  of  another  upon  the  tacit  condition  that  he  shall 
not  violate  her  laws.  If  he  does  violate  them  he  may  be  punished  according  to  those  laws,  if  apprehended 
while  he  is  within  their  jurisdiction.  If  he  escape  and  take  refuge  in  his  own  country  or  any  other  state  he 
may  be  demanded  as  a  fugitive  from  justice. 

Whether  such  demand  ought  to  be  made,  and  if  made  should  be  complied  with,  is  a  matter  to  be  judged 
of  by  the  respective  authorities  making  and  upon  whom  the  demand  is  made,  each  for  itself.  The  lesser  offences 
are  usually  connived  at,  and  in  such  cases  the  state,  whose  laws  have  been  violated,  is  satisfied  when  the  offend- 
er has  departed  beyond  its  limits.  So  the  state  upon  whom  the  demand  is  made  may  in  some  cases  refuse  to 
comply  with  it.  Where  the  offence  was  of  a  trivial  nature  it  might  decline  to  comply  ;  and  in  such  case  the 
demand  if  made  would  rarely  be  insisted  on.  When  the  oflence  was  one  created  by  tyrannical  laws  leading 
to  oppression  or  persecution,  or  where  the  mode  of  trial  was  to  be  inhuman  or  inquisitorial,  it  would  be  under 
the  most  solemn  obligation  to  refuse  to  comply.  But  the  state  in  exercising  its  acknowledged  right  of  judging 
for  itself,  would  do  it  under  the  highest  responsibility.    If  it  exercised  its  right  indiscreetly  and  refused  impro- 
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perly  to  surrender  a  criminal  whose  surrender  had  been  demanded,  it  would  become  itself  a  participator  in  his 
guilt  and  give  just  cause  of  war.    The  cases  in  which  fugitives  from  justice  ought  to  be  demanded  by  one 

Kwer  and  surrendered  by  another,  under  the  laws  of  nations,  have  never  been  specifically  defined.  It  would 
very  difficult  to  deGne  them ;  and  it  is  perhaps  better  that  each  case  should  be  judged  of  by  its  own  circum- 

But  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  it  is  not  necessary  to  pursue  farther  this  branch  of  the  subject.  In 
their  opinion,  the  case  which  they  are  considering  does  not  arise  under  the  law  of  nations,  but  under  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States ;  and  they  cannot  acquiesce  in  the  proposition  advanced  by  the  governor  of  New  York, 
that  the  provision  of  the  constitution  is  but  a  recognition  of  the  established  principles  of  the  law  of  nations.  They 
entertain  the  opinion  that  that  provision  is  an  extension,  and  not  merely  a  recognition  of  the  principle  of  the  law  of 
nations.  The  only  difficulty  upon  this  point  originates  in  a  doubt  whether  the  governor  of  New  York  has  not  rc- 
tricted  too  much  the  principle  regulating  the  conduct  of  independent  nations  in  this  particular.  A  distinguished  ju- 
rist of  his  own  state,  in  a  solemn  judicial  decision  has  said :  "It  has  been  suggested  that  theft  is  not  a  felony  of  such 
an  atrocious  and  mischievous  nature  as  to  fall  within  the  usage  of  nations  on  this  point.  But  the  crimes  which  be- 
long to  this  cognizance  of  the  law  of  nations  are  not  specifically  defined;  and  those  which  strike  deeply  at  the  rights 
of  property,  and  are  inconsistent  with  the  safety  and  harmony  of  commercial  intercourse,  come  within  the  mis- 
chief to  be  prevented,  and  within  the  necessity  as  well  as  the  equity  of  the  remedy.  If  larceny  may  be  com- 
mitted, and  the  fugitive  protected,  why  not  compound  larceny,  as  burglary  and  robbery,  and  why  not  forgery 
and  arson  ?  They  are  all  equally  invasions  of  the  right  of  property,  and  incompatible  with  the  ends  of  civil 
society.  Considering  the  great  and  constant  intercourse  between  this  state  and  the  provinces  of  Canada,  and 
the  entire  facility  of  passing  from  one  dominion  to  the  other,  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  inhabitants  of  the 
respective  frontiers  to  live  in  security,  or  to  maintain  a  friendly  intercourse  with  each  other,  if  thieves  could 
escape  with  impunity  merely  by  crossing  the  territorial  line.  The  policy  of  the  nations  and  the  good  sense  of 
individuals,  would  equally  condemu  such  a  dangerous  doctrine."    (4  Johnson's  Ch.  Reports,  113.) 

Your  committee  will  not  argue  the  proposition  whether  the  governor  of  New  York  has  not  stated  the  princi- 
ple of  the  law  of  nations,  on  this  point,  too  broadly.  But,  in  their  opinion,  it  is  certain  that  he  has  either  stated 
it  too  broadly,  or  that  he  is  wrong  in  supposing  that  the  provision  of  the  constitution  relating  to  the  surren- 
der of  fugitives  from  justice  is  but  a  recognition  of  the  law  of  nations.  Your  committee  will  not,  as  they  well 
might,  insist  that  the  governor  of  New  York  is  wrong  in  both  propositions;  but  they,  with  due  deference,  insist 
that  he  is  clearly  wrong  in  the  last.  That  the  2d  clause  of  the  2d  section  of  the  4lh  article  of  the  constitution 
of  the  U.  States,  is  not  a  mere  recognition,  but  an  extension  of  the  principle  of  the  law  of  nations  relating  to  toe 
demand  and  surrender  of  fugitives  from  justice,  is  equally  clear,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  whether  we 
refer  to  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  that  section. 

There  was  great  reason  for  restricting  by  the  law  of  nations  as  much  as  possible  the  class  of  cases  where 
one  statu  might  demand  and  another  would  be  required  to  surrender  fugitives  from  justice.  In  every  country 
of  Europe  the  criminal  laws  have  been  rude  and  imperfect.  This  may  be  said  whether  we  judge  of  them  from 
their  conformity  to  truth  and  justice,  the  feelings  of  humanity  and  the  rights  of  mankind,  or  by  comparing  them 
with  the  civil  jurisprudence  of  the  same  countries.  The  inhumanity  and  mistaken  policy  of  most  of  these 
codes  need  not  be  pointed  out.  With  some  of  thorn  suspicion  was  the  evidence,  and  the  rack  the  mode  of  trial. 
There  was,  therefore,  great  reason  for  caution  on  the  part  of  every  nation,  lest  its  citizens  might  be  dragged 
abroad  to  be  tried  by  foreigners,  in  modes  of  trial  to  which  they  were  unaccustomed,  for  imaginary  or  arbitrary 
ofli-nces.  But  when  our  constitution  was  adopted  there  was  no  reason  for  any  such  caution  with  regard  to  the 
rights  and  duties,  in  this  particular,  of  the  several  states  composing  this  confederacy.  In  each  of  them,  even 
before  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  crimes  were  accurately  defined,  and  penalties  were  neither  arbitrary  nor 
uncertain ;  all  accusations  were  public ;  trials  wore  in  the  face  of  the  world  ;  torture  was  unknown,  and  every 
delinquent  was  judged  of  by  his  peers,  against  whom  ho  could  form  no  exception  even  of  personal  dislike.  That 
constitution  was  adopted  by  those  stales  in  order  to  form  a  more  perfect  union  ;  to  establish  justice  ;  ensure  domes- 
tic tranquillity ;  provide  for  the  common  defence,  and  promote  the  general  welfare.  And  by  its  provisions,  which 
are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  it  guarantees  to  every  state  in  the  union  a  republican  form  of  government.  It 
provides  that  the  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment,  shall  be  by  jury ;  that  suck  trial  shall  be  in 
ike  state  where  the  crime  was  committed;  that  no  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital  or  otherwise  infamous 
crime,  unless  on  a  presentment  or  indictment  of  a  grand  jury ;  that  no  person  shall  be  subject,  for  the  same  of- 
fence, to  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  of  his  life  or  limb,  nor  shall  be  compelled  in  any  criminal  case  to  be  a  wit- 
ness against  himself;  nor  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty  or  property  without  due  process  of  law  ;  that  excessive 
bail  shall  not  be  required  ;  nor  excessive  fines  imposed;  nor  cruel  and  unusual  punishments  inflicted. 

In  a  constitution  formed  under  such  circumstances,  with  such  objects,  and  containing  such  provisions, 
one  would  not  expect  to  find  a  clause  specifying  the  cases  where  the  demand  of  a  fugitive  from  justice 
might  be  made  by  one  state  upon  another,  which  could  only  be  justified  by  a  doubt  of  the  justice,  humanity 
and  clemency  of  the  different  parties  to  it.  On  the  contrary,  one  would  look  in  such  a  clause  for  an  expression 
of  the  greatest  confidence,  by  each  of  the  states  as  parties,  in  aU  the  rest  in  these  particulars.    Nor  can  your 
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committee  believe  that  a  clause  in  such  a  constitution,  securing  to  one  state  the  most  unlimited  right  to  demand, 
and  imposing  upon  another  the  most  unqualified  duty  to  surrender  fugitives  from  justice,  would  impair  the  secu- 
rity of  civil  liberty.  And  such  a  clause  your  committee  believes  the  2nd  section  of  the  4th  article  to  be.  The 
second  paragraph  of  that  section  is  in  these  words  :  "  A  person  charged  in  any  state  with  treason,  felony  or  other 
crime,  who  shall  flee  from  justice  and  be  found  in  another  state,  shall  on  demand  of  the  executive  authority  of 
the  state  from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up  to  be  removed  to  the  slate  having  jurisdiction  of  the  crime."  The 
words  treason,  felony  and  crime  are  common  law  terms.  The  common  law  was  the  law  of  the  land  in  each  of 
the  states  which  were  parlies  to  the  constitution,  and  the  terms  of  it  were  familiar  to  its  framers.  They  must, 
therefore,  be  taken  to  have  been  used  in  their  common  law  sense.  Your  committee  will  not  slop  to  enquire  into 
the  meaning  of  the  terms  treason  and  felony  in  the  constitution  ;  they  will  confine  such  enquiry  to  the  word  crime, 
that  being  the  most  comprehensive  term  used.  Blackstone  defines  a  crime  thus  :  "  A  crime  or  misdemeanour  is 
an  act  committed  or  omitled  in  violation  of  the  public  law  either  forbidding  or  commanding  it."  He  goes  on  to 
say :  "  This  general  definition  comprehends  both  crimes  and  misdemeanours,  which  properly  speaking,  are 
mere  synonymous  terms."  Misdemeanour  is  generally  used  in  contradistinction  to  felony,  and  misdemeanours 
comprehend  all  indictable  offences  which  do  not  amount  to  felony,  as  perjury,  libels,  &c. 

Your  committee  flatters  itself  that  it  has  shown  already  that  the  2d  section  of  the  4th  article  of  the  constitution 
of  the  U.  States  is  not  a  mere  recognition  of  the  principle  of  the  law  of  nations,  regulating  the  right  to  demand  by 
one  nation  and  the  duty  to  surrender  by  another,  fugitives  from  justice ;  but  that  that  clause  is  much  more  com- 
prehensive, and  was  designed  as  between  the  slates  of  this  Union,  to  provide  a  more  perfect  remedy  than  was 
afforded  by  the  law  of  nations. 

But  if  a  further  argument  was  necessary  to  enforce  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  might  be  derived  from  the  1st 
paragraph  of  this  very  2d  section  of  the  4th  article.  That  paragraph  is  in  these  words :  "  The  citizens  of  each 
state  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  stales."  The  first  paragraph  of 
this  section  secures  to  the  citizens  of  each  state  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several 
states ;  and  the  second  paragraph  but  enforces  correlative  obligations  and  duties.  Thus  are  the  privileges  and 
obligations  of  the  citizen  made  reciprocal.  The  citizen  of  one  state,  while  he  is  within  the  jurisdiciion  of 
another,  is  entitled  to  all  the  immunities  of  a  citizen  of  that  stale;  but  if  he  violate  her  laws,  he  is  subject  to  the 
same  punishment. 

If  any  doubt  should  still  exist  as  to  the  correctness  of  this  position,  it  would  be  removed,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  committee,  by  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  which  framed  the  constitution,  in  relation  to  this  clause. 
"  The  original  articles  of  confederation  contained  a  clause  in  the  following  words  : 

"  *  If  any  person  guilty  of,  or  charged  with  treason,  felony,  or  other  high  misdemeanour  in  any  state,  shall 
flee  from  justice,  and  be  found  in  any  of  the  United  States,  he  shall,  upon  demand  of  the  government  or  execu- 
tive power  of  the  state  from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up  and  removed  to  the  state  having  jurisdiction  of  his 
offence.' 

*' In  the  convention  of  1797,  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  proceedings  of  the  convention,  for 
the  purpose  of  reporting  a  constiiuiion,  reported  a  draft,  in  which  the  fifteenth  article  was  as  follows: 

" 1  Any  person  charged  with  treason,  felony,  or  high  misdemeanour  in  any  state,  who  shall  flee  from  justice 
and  shall  be  found  in  any  other  slate,  shall,  on  demand  of  the  executive  power  of  the  state  from  which  he  fled, 
be  delivered  up  and  removed  to  the  state  having  jurisdiction  of  the  offence.' 

"  When  the  draft  was  before  the  convention,  on  the  2Sth  of  August,  17S7,  it  was  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words,  1  high  misdemeanour,'  and  insert  the  words,  *  other  crime;'  which  motion  passed  in  the  affirmative." 

And  your  commitleo  will  add  that  there  has  been  a  late  decision  in  New  York  sustaining  ihis  view. 

In  the  matter  of  Clark,  (9  Wendell,  212,)  the  then  governor  of  New  York  and  the  chief  justice  of  the  state, 
in  conformity  with  these  views,  both  decided,  that  a  person  who  was  charged  with  a  misdemeanour  only,  in  one 
state,  and  had  fled  into  another,  ought  to  be  delivered  up  upon  the  demand  of  the  executive  of  the  state  within 
which  the  offence  was  alleged  to  be  committed.  And  the  misdemeanour  charged  in  that  instance,  was  not  one 
which  was  recognized  as  such  by  the  universal  law  of  all  civilized  countries,  but  at  common  law  amounted  only 
to  a  breach  of  trust.    This  decision  was  made  after  the  most  elaborate  argument  and  investigation. 

The  2d  section  of  the  4th  article  of  the  constitution  as  thus  construed,  is  just  such  a  provision  as  ihe 
convenient  administration  of  justice  demanded.  Each  state  having  confidence  in  the  justice  and  clemency  of 
the  others,  nothing  forbade,  and  convenience  required,  that  an  offender  who  had  committed  a  crime  in  one  state, 
no  matter  where  found,  should  be  removed  to  that  state  for  trial.  Most  likely,  there  would  be  found  the  evidence 
of  his  guilt ;  there  the  laws  which  he  had  violated  would  be  best  understood,  and  most  perfectly  administered  ; 
and  above  all,  ihe  character  of  his  accusers  more  properly  appreciated. 

In  the  opinion  of  your  committee  the  next  position  assumed  by  the  governor  of  New  York  is  as  untenable 
as  the  first,  to  wit :  That  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  applies  only  to  those  acts  which,  if  committed 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  stale  in  which  the  person  accused  is  found,  would  be  treasonable,  felonious,  or  cri- 
minal by  the  laws  of  that  state.  If  the  construction  contended  for  by  the  governor  of  New  York  be  ihe  proper 
one,  then  the  provision  in  the  constitution  was  unnecessary.    "  The  jurisdiction  of  every  sovereign  state  extends 
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to  the  whole  of  its  territory  and  to  its  own  citizens  in  every  part  of  the  world.  The  laws  of  a  nation  are  right- 
fully obligatory  on  its  own  citizens  in  every  situation  where  these  laws  are  really  extended  to  them.  The  prin- 
ciple is  founded  on  the  nature  of  civil  union.  It  is  supported  every  where  by  public  opinion,  and  is  recognized 
by  the  writers  on  the  law  of  nations.  Ruiherforth  in  his  second  volume  (page  180)  says:  "  The  jurisdiction 
which  a  civil  society  has  over  the  persons  of  its  members  affects  them  immediately,  whether  they  are  in  their 
territories  or  not."  (Chief  Justice  Marshall's  sjtecch  in  (lie  case  of  Jonathan  Robins.)  If  the  provision,  secu- 
ring the  right  to  demand  a  fugitive  from  justice,  was  only  to  operate  where  the  laws  of  New  York  were 
violated,  then  it  was  superfluous,  as  New  York  might  enact  a  law  providing  for  his  punishment  if  ap- 
prehended within  her  territory,  no  matter  where  the  offence  was  committed.  And  in  accordance  with 
this  principle  the  legislature  of  that  state  has  enacted  a  statute  punishing  offences  committed  by  its  citi- 
zens without  her  territory.  (2  R.  S.  698,  §  4.)  That  the  clause  was  not  designed  to  provide  only  for  the 
case  of  a  citizen  of  one  state  taking  refuge  in  any  other  stale  than  the  one  of  which  he  was  a  citizen,  is  admit- 
ted by  the  governor  of  New  York  himself.  "  It  has  long  been  conceded,"  he  says,  *'  that  the  citizens  of  the 
stale  upon  which  the  requisition  is  made  are  liable  to  be  surrendered  as  well  as  citizens  of  ihe  state  making  the 
demand." 

The  correctness  of  the  position  taken  by  your  committee  is  sustained  also  by  a  solemn  judicial  decision 
of  New  York.  In  the  matter  of  Clark,  chief  justice  Savage  declares :  "With  the  comity  of  nations  wc  have 
at  present  nothing  to  do,  unless  perhaps  to  infer  from  it  that  the  frnmers  of  the  constitution  and  laws  intended 
to  provide  a  more  perlect  remedy  ;  one  which  should  reach  every  offence  criminally  cognizable  by  the  laws  of  any  of 
the  states;  the  language  is  treason,  felony  or  other  crime;  the  word  crime  is  synonymous  with  misdemeanour,  and 
includes  every  offence  below  felony  punished  by  indictment  as  an  offence  against  the  public." 

But  admit  that  your  committee  is  wrong  in  this;  restrict  the  clause  as  much  as  is  contended  for;  admit  that 
a  former  governor  of  New  York  was  wrong ;  that  the  chief  justice  of  that  slate  was  wrong,  and  that  ihe  present  go- 
vernor is  right— admit  all  this,  and  your  committee  humbly  submits,  that  ihe  answer  of  the  lieutenant  governor 
of  Virginia  to  the  governor  of  New  York,  on  this  head,  is  conclusive.  He  says:  "Is  it  true  that  the  offence 
committed  by  Peter  Johnson,  Edward  Smith  and  Isaac  Gansey  is  not  recognized  as  criminal  by  the  universal 
law  of  all  civilized  countries?  They  are  charged  with  feloniously  stealing  from  John  G.  Colley, a  citizen  of  this 
state,  property  which  could  not  have  been  worth  less  than  six  or  seven  hundred  dollars.  And  1  understand 
stealing  to  be  recognized  as  a  crime  by  all  laws  human  and  divine."  To  this  the  governor  of  New  York  re- 
plies:  "  It  is  freely  admitted  lhai  the  argument  would  be  at  an  end  if  it  were  as  clear  that  one  human  being 
may  be  the  properly  of  another,  as  it  is  that  stealing  is  a  crime.  On  the  contrary,  however,  I  must  insist,  with 
perfect  respect,  tha't  the  general  principle  of  civilized  communities  is  in  harmony  wilh  that  which  prevails  in 
this  slate,  that  men  are  not  the  subject  of  properly,  and  of  course  that  no  such  crime  can  exist  in  countries 
where  that  principle  prevails,  as  the  felonious  stealing  of  a  human  being  considered  as  property." 

The  governor  of  New  York  thus  resolves  the  whole  controversy  into  the  question  whether  slavery  can 
legally  exist;  and  whether  slaves  are  to  be  regarded  as  property  by  the  northern  stales  of  this  confederacy,  in 
their  intercourse  with  the  southern.  In  this  view  of  the  subject  it  assumes  a  consequence  which  it  would  not 
otherwise  possess,  and  which  demands  of  the  general  assembly  that  it  should  speak  in  a  manner  that  cannot  be 
misunderstood. 

Thnt  one  human  being  may  be  the  property  of  another,  and  that  laws  making  him  such  have  been  recog- 
nized by  the  universal  consent  of  all  civilized  nations,  is  a  proposition  which  cannot  be  denied.  Your  commit- 
tee docs  not  recollect  a  solitary  civilized  nation  of  modern  times  which  has  not,  within  ihe  nineteenth  century, 
recognized  slaves  as  pro[>crlv.  Not  to  swell  this  report  by  nn  enumeration  of  other  instances,  your  commit- 
tee will  refer  to  the  case  of  Great  Britain — a  nation  more  fastidious,  and  your  committee  might  add,  more 
fanatical  upon  this  subject  than  any  of  ihe  other  nations  of  the  earth.  It  has  only  been  within  a  few  years  that 
she  has  abolished  slavery  within  her  own  jurisdiction;  and  in  a  late  treaty  with  this  country  she  recognized  them 
as  properly  in  the  most  emphatic  manner,  by  making  pecuniary  satisfaction  to  ihe  owners  of  such  as  were 
abducted  by  her  forces  during  the  late  war.  But  what  is  still  more  to  the  purpose,  every  state  in  the  Union 
except  Massachusetts,  at  the  lime  of  ihe  adoption  of  the  constitution,  tolerated  slavery,  and  admitted  that  one 
man  could  he  the  properly  of  another.  Indeed  it  has  only  been  within  a  few  years  that  New  York  has  abolished 
slavery  within  her  own  limits.  Until  lhat  time,  even  by  her  own  laws,  one  man  might,  be  the  properly  of  an- 
other. The  states  not  only  in  their  separate  individual  capacity  recognized  property  in  slaves,  but  in  the  most 
•olemn  manner,  in  their  collective  capacity,  in  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,  did  they  declare  that 
recognition.  That  constitution  not  only  recognizes  slavery,  but  it  guarantees  and  protects  the  master's  right  of 
properly  in  his  slave.  In  proof  of  this"  your  committee  need  only  refer  to  the  third  paragraph  of  the  2d  section 
of  the  4ih  article  of  the  constitution.  But  for  that  clause  a  slave  who  should  escape  from  his  master  into  a  free 
•tnte  would  become  free  and  could  not  be  reclaimed.  Considering  the  facility  of  escape  from  many  of  the 
slave  stales  to  the  so  called  free  states,  this  provision  was  a  most  efficient  protection  to  us  in  the  enjoyment  of 
our  property.  But  your  committee  will  not  further  press  this  view  of  the  subject,  as  it  is  already  familiar  to  the 
public  mind. 
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It  has  been  shewn  that  at  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  slavery  existed  in  every  state  which  was  a  party 
to  it  except  one.  It  was  recognized  and  guaranteed  by  that  constitution  itself,  which  was  the  act  of  all  the 
stales.  Is  it  competent  for  onto  party,  by  abolishing  slavery  thereafter  within  her  own  jurisdiction,  so  to  affect 
it  in  other  states  as  to  destroy  it  as  a  subject  of  theft,  and  thereby,  without  the  consent  of  the  other  parlies, 
change  her  duties  under  the  constitution.  Surely  one  party  cannot  directly  or  indirectly  vary  or  impair  the 
compact  without  the  consent  of  the  other.  Had  this  question  arisen  shortly  after  the  adoption  of  the  constitu- 
tion, even  upon  the  principles  of  the  governor  of  New  York,  there  cnuld  have  been  no  difficulty  as  to  his  duties. 
Then  slaves  were  property  in  New  York ;  and  the  governor  says  that  if  one  man  could  be  the  property  of  an- 
other, and  thus  become  the  subject  of  theft,  the  argument  is  at  an  end.  Was  it  competent  for  New  York  by  any 
act  of  her  own,  without  the  consent  of  the  other  parlies,  to  modify  or  change  her  duties  under  the  compact,  and 
to  relieve  herself  from  the  discharge  of  those  duties  under  which  she  was  acknowledgedly  placed  by  its  provi- 
sions at  the  time  of  its  adoption  ?    Can  such  a  proposition  be  insisted  on  ? 

In  this  connexion  it  is  proper  to  enquire  what  laws  existed  in  Virginia,  in  relation  to  the  stealing  of  slaves, 
at  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution.  The  same  laws  which  are  now  in  force  in  Virginia  were  in  force 
then.  Our  statute  contains  two  provisions  upon  this  subject.  The  first  is  in  these  words:  "  If  any  person  or 
persons  shall  hereafter  be  guilty  of  stealing  any  negro  or  mulatto  slave  whatever,  and  be  thereof  lawfully  con- 
victed, whether  the  said  slave  or  slaves  so  stolen  shall  have  been  taken  out  of  or  from  the  actual  or  immediate 
possession  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  slave  or  slaves,  or  shall  have  been  elsewhere  found,  he  or  they  shall 
be  adjudged  guilty  of  felony,  and  shall  undergo  a  confinement  in  the  penitentiary  for  a  period  not  less  than 
three  nor  more  lhan  eight  years."  (1.  /?.  C  page  427.)  The  other  provision  of  our  statute  is  in  these  words  : 
Whosoever  shall  hereafter  carry  or  cause  to  be  carried,  any  slave  or  slaves  out  of  this  commonwealth,  or  shall  car- 
ry or  cause  to  be  carried,  any  slave  or  slaves  out  of  any  county  or  corporation  within  this  commonwealth,  into  any 
other  county  or  corporation  within  the  same,  without  the  consent  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  slave  or  slaves, 
or  of  the  guardian  of  such  owner  or  owners,  if  he,  she  or  they  be  a  minor  or  minors,  arid  with  the  intention  to 
defraud  or  deprive  such  owner  or  owners  of  such  slave  or  slaves,  shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  felony,  and  subject 
to  prosecution  as  in  other  cases  of  felony,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall*  be  punished  by  fine  "not  less  than 
one  hundred  nor  more  than  five  hundred  dollars,  and  shall  also  be  imprisoned  in  the  jail  or  penitentiary  house  for 
a  period  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  four  years;  which  fine  and  imprisonment  shall  be  fixed  and  ascertained 
by  a  jury."  In  the  next  section  of  the  act,  it  is  further  enacted,  «'  That  not  only  all  those  who  shall  willingly 
and  designedly  carry  away  slaves  as  aforesaid,  but  all  masters  of  vessels  who  having  a  slave  or  slaves  on  board 
their  vessel,  shall  sail  beyond  the  limits  of  any  county  with  such  slave  or  slaves  on  board,  shall  be  considered 
as  carrying  off  or  removing  such  slave  or  slaves,  within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act  "  (1  It.  C.  428.) 
This  statute  was  passed  as  early  ns  1753  ;  and  the  only  change  which  has  been  made  in  it  consists  in  the  sub- 
stitution in  1799,  of  confinement  in  the  penitentiary,  in  place  of  "death  without  benefit  of  clergy"  as  the  punish- 
ment for  the  felony  created  by  it.  Let  it  not  be  said  that  these  laws  are  harsh.  They  are  less  sanguinary  than 
they  were  at  the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  But  if  they  be  so,  citizens  of  other  states  need  not  come  unless 
they  choose,  into  Virginia;  and  if  they  do  they  need  not  violate  her  laws  and  incur  their  penalties. 

Thus  stood  the  matter  al  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution.  Did  Virginia  and  the  other  southern 
states  understand  that  the  northern  states,  by  abolishing  slavery  within  their  limits,  would  take  the  felony  of 
stealing  a  slave  out  of  the  operation  of  the  2nd  section  of  the  4th  article  of  the  constitution  ?  If  they  had  so 
understood  it,  would  they  have  agreed  to  the  adoption  of  the  constitution? 

If  there  was  one  feeling,  more  than  any  other,  which  marked  the  conduct  of  southern  men  at  the  time  of 
the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,  it  was  extreme  jealousy  and  distrust  of  the  northern  and  eastern  sec- 
tions of  this  union  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  The  proceedings  of  each  of  the  conventions,  south  of  the  Poto- 
mac, which  adopted  the  constitution,  demonstrate  this  too  clearly  for  doubt.  All  must  admit,  that  no  constitu- 
tion would  have  been  acceded  to  by  a  solitary  southern  stale,  which  did  not  contain  the  amplest  guarantee  of 
property  in  slaves.  The  caution  which  our  southern  statesmen  manifested,  on  this  subject,  was  set  down,  at  the 
time,  to  the  score  of  idle  fears  and  ungenerous  jealousy.  But  among  the  numerous  instances  in  which  they  dis- 
covered a  sagacitv  and  wisdom  almost  more  than  human,  not  one  was  more  remarkable  than  this.  With  a  sa- 
gacity which  partook  of  prescience,  they  descried  the  dangers  with  which  we  are  at  present  environed,  and  they 
provided  against  them  by  provisions  in  the  constitution  itself,  as  far  ns  they  could  be  relied  upon,  and  by  a  re- 
servation of  all  the  means  of  protection  which  unimpaired  sovereignty  can  afford  when  these  should  prove  inef- 
fectual. 

The  southern  states  demanded  that  a  clause  should  be  inserted  in  the  constitution,  providing  for  the  capture 
of  fugitive  slaves.  Could  men  who  required  a  provision  of  that  sort,  have  been  guilty  of  the  inconsistency  and 
absurdity  of  agreeing  to  a  constitution  under  which  any  one  of  the  distrusted  states  could  produce  a  condition 
of  things  in  which,  although  there  would  be  an  obligation  to  send  back  to  his  bondage,  the  slnve  who  had  fled  from 
his  master  to  gain  his  liberty,  yet  the  felon  who  should  steal  him  from  this  very  master,  might  go  acquit  ? 
Such  fatuity  might  be  looked  for  in  madmen,  but  not  in  a  body  of  statesmen,  unequalled  in  the  history  of  the 
world  for  their  cautious  wisdom. 
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In  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  if  the  construction  contended  for  by  the  governor  of  New  York,  was  jus- 
tified by  the  letter  of  the  constitution,  (us  it  clearly  is  not,)  it  would  yet  be  a  palpable  violation  of  its  spirit,  and 
render  that  constitution  a  fraud  upon  a  portion  of  the  parties  to  it. 

The  positions  of  the  governor  of  New  York,  when  carried  to  their  legitimate  results,  lead  to  consequences 
of  a  most  frightful  character,  and  which,  as  it  seems  to  your  committee,  could  not  have  been  duly  weighed  by 
him.  The  governor  of  New  York  says,  it  is  no  offence  to  steal  a  slave,  because  one  man  cannot  be  the  property 
of  another,  and  cannot,  therefore,  be  the  subject  of  theft.  If,  for  these  reasons,  it  be  no  offence  to  steal  a  slave 
and  carry  him  to  New  York,  it  would  be  none  to  steal  him  and  carry  him  to  Louisiana.  Surely,  in  such  a  case, 
it  would  make  no  difference  whether  the  thief  steered  north  or  south  after  committing  his  robbery.  The  conse- 
quence is,  if  a  citizen  of  New  York  were  to  come  into  this  state,  inveigle  a  cargo  of  our  slaves  on  board  bis  ves- 
sel, under  the  pretext  that  he  meant  to  take  them  to  some  "  land  of  liberty,"  and  should  carry  them  to  Louisi- 
ana and  sell  them  in  the  New  Orleans  market,  and  should  thereafter  take  refuge  in  New  York,  he  would  be  free 
from  arrest,  and  could  not  be  made  to  expiate  his  crime.  And  without  wishing  to  make  any  unjustifiable  attack 
upon  the  citizens  of  any  state  of  this  union,  your  committee  would  be  wanting  in  candour,  if  they  expressed  a 
doubt  that  such  a  case,  if  the  course  of  the  governor  of  New  York  should  be  persevered  in,  would  be  of  proba- 
ble and  frequent  occurrence.  There  ate  bad  men  in  every  country  who  will  commit  offences  when  they  can 
profit  by  it,  and  do  it  with  impunity.  But  what  is  still  more  probable,  (if  the  course  of  the  governor  of  New 
Vork  be  acquiesced  in,)  is,  that  those  deluded  enthusiasts  at  the  north,  who,  in  pursuit  of  something  they  know 
not  what,  are  spending  thousands  and  thousands  in  efforts  which  they  must  see,  if  they  bo  not  blinder  than  any 
one,  except  a  fanatic,  ever  yet  was,  can  never  accomplish  their  object,  will  attempt  to  make  those  efforts  practi- 
cally efficient,  by  coming  into  our  state  and  making  it  a  labour  of  virtue  to  steal  our  slaves  and  convey  them  to  a 
more  galling  bondage  than  they  now  suffer,  in  the  northern  states. 

Suppose  one  of  those  northern  fanatics,  who  believing  that  the  shedding  of  the  blood  of  the  wives  and  chil- 
dren and  so  thern  slaveholders  would  be  but  an  acceptable  oflcring  iu  the  eyes  of  God,  should  come  among  us, 
and  after  inciting  our  slaves  to  insurrection,  and  aiding  and  abetting  them  in  it,  should  escape  into  N.  York, 
consistency  would  compel  the  governor  of  N.  York  to  refuse  to  deliver  him  up  for  trial  and  punishment.  He 
would  say  one  man  cannot  be  the  property  of  another.  These  negroes  therefore  were  held  iu  illegal  bondage, 
and  the  person  who  aided  them  in  their  effort  to  throw  it  off  only  performed  a  meritorious  action. 

Your  committee  do  not  wish  by  these  remarks  to  excite  idle  fears.  This  general  assembly  do  not  repre- 
sent a  timid  people.  But  the  abhorrent  consequences  flowing  from  the  positions  of  the  governor  of  N.  York,  if 
carried  to  their  legitimate  results,  tend  to  demonstrate  the  unsoundness  of  those  positions  themselves. 

The  most  painful  circumstance  attending  this  controversy  with  a  sister  state,  originates  in  the  conviction 
which  forces  itself  upon  the  mind  of  your  committee,  that  the  executive  of  N.  York  has  taken  his  extraordinary 
course,  either  under  the  influence  of  the  fanatical  feelings  of  the  northern  abolitionists,  or  with  a  view  of  con- 
ciliating those  enemies  of  the  domestic  tranquillity  of  this  country.  The  distinctions  of  the  governor  of  N.  Yotk 
are  impracticable,  and  will  rarely  be  applicable  to  any  other  case  than  one  simitar  to  that  under  consideration. 
The  common  law  of  England  is  the  law  in  every  state  of  the  Union  except  one.  The  statutory  crimes  and 
felonies,  in  them  all,  are  very  nearly  of  the  same  character.  There  is  scarcely  an  article,  except  slaves,  which 
is  property  in  one  state,  that  is  not  property,  and  the  subject  of  theft,  in  all.  The  untenable  distinction  therefore 
of  the  executive  of  N.  York,  seems  to  have  been  taken  with  a  single  view  of  protecting  the  depredators  upon 
our  slave  property  ;  a  species  of  property  to  which  we  adhere  with  a  stronger  tenacity  than  such  as  originates 
only  in  a  calculation  of  its  value. 

Your  committee  lament  the  course  of  the  executive  of  N.  York,  and  they  trust  that  it  will  not  be  perse- 
vered in.  They  lament  it  not  more  on  account  of  the  interests  of  this  state,  than  of  N.  Vork.  They  lament 
it  because  it  brings  the  existence  of  this  Union  into  jeopardy. 

It  is  the  pride  and  glory  of  our  country  to  be  an  asylum  for  the  persecuted  and  oppressed  of  every  nation 
and  every  clime.  But  should  any  stntc  of  this  Union  erect  herself  into  a  place  of  refuge  for  the  thieves  and 
robbers  who  might  escape  from  the  offended  justice  of  any  of  her  sister  stales,  she  would  sully  that  glory  and 
render  herself  unworthy  of  that  sisterhood  which  should  be  her  pride.  And  the  country  may  rest  assured  that 
in  such  an  event  Virginia  will  take  proper  measures  to  extricate  herself  from  such  an  unholy  alliance ! 

Your  committee  now  approach  the  only  part  of  their  duty,  the  discharge  of  which  has  given  them  any  difficulty. 
What  is  the  proper  remedy  in  this  case?  The  means  of  redress  and  protection  which  arc  within  the  reach  of 
Virginia  are  ample.  The  only  difficulty  which  your  committee  has  had  has  been  in  selecting  one  consistent  with 
the  relations  imposed  upon  the  members  of  this  confederacy  by  the  constitution.  A  variety  of  remedies  have 
been  proposed  : 

1st.  An  appeal  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States. 

2nd.  An  appeal  to  the  congress  of  the  United  States  so  to  amend  the  statutes  heretofore  passed  upon  that 
subject,  as  to  authorize  the  demand  in  the  cases  contemplated  to  be  made  upon  the  circuit  judge  of  the  United 
States,  having  jurisdiction  in  the  state  where  the  fugitive  may  be  found. 
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3rd.  The  appointment  of  inspectors  to  inspect  ail  vessels  trading  to  the  uorth,  to  see  that  no  slaves  are  se- 
creted. 

4th.  The  requirement  from  all  citizens  of  N.  York  coming  into  Virginia,  security  for  their  good  behaviour. 

5th.  A  solemn  appeal  to  New  York  herself  to  redress  our  wrong  and  to  do  us  justice. 

There  are  objections  to  all  of  these  remedies,  but  something  to  recommend  most  of  them. 

1st.  An  appeal  to  the  supreme  court,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  is  entirely  out  of  the  question. 

In  the  first  place,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  the  supreme  court  has  no  jurisdiction.  The  case  is  in 
the  ualure  of  a  national  demand  made  by  one  state  upon  another;  and  not  such  a  "case  in  law  and  ctpiiiy"  as 
comes  within  the  provision  of  the  constitution.  There  is  nothing  of  meum  et  tuum"  involved  in  the  controversy. 
The  question  cannot  conveniently  "  assume  a  legal  form  for  forensic  litigation  and  judicial  decision."  "  By 
extending  the  judicial  power  to  all  cases  in  law  and  equity,  the  constitution  has  never  been  understood  to  confer 
on  that  department  any  political  power  whatever."  (Chief  Justice  Marshall.)  Besides  this  the  remedy  would 
be  ineffectual.  If  successful  in  this  case  even,  it  would  a  fiord  no  protection  for  the  future.  But  would  it  be 
successful  in  this  case?  Your  committee  cannot  express  the  belief  that  it  would.  As  a  mere  judicial  opinion 
of  the  duties  of  the  executive  of  New  York,  most  probably  it  would  be  unheeded.  We  have  seen  the  governor 
of  New  York  disregarding  the  decisions  of  the  supreme  court  of  his  own  slate ;  and  it  is  not  probable  that  he 
would  shew  a  greater  deference  for  the  decision  of  the  federal  judiciary.  Besides,  how  could  the  judgment 
of  the  court  be  enforced?  Your  committee  cannot  recommend  any  course  which  might  and  probably  would 
bring  the  authorities  of  the  federal  government  and  of  the  states  into  collision.  But  above  all,  the  wish  of  Vir- 
ginia is  thai  New  York  should  herself,  freely  and  magnanimously  do  us  justice.  Wo  would  prize  but  little  that 
justice  which  she  should  be  forced  reluctantly  to  yield  us. 

2d.  To  the  second  remedy  proposed,  your  committee  has  also  decided  objections,  and  it  cannot  withhold  the 
expression  of  its  regret  that  Georgia,  with  whom  Virginia  will  make  common  cause,  should  recommend  it. 

In  the  first  place,  the  surrender  of  a  fugitive  from  justice  is  properly  an  executive  duty.  The  executive 
is  at  the  head  of  the  civil  and  military  authority.  It  holds  and  directs  the  force  of  the  state.  When  therefore 
a  surreudcr  is  to  be  made  the  executive  can  best  discharge  ihc  duly.  Besides,  it  being  at  the  head  of  the  state, 
it  is  especially  its  province  to  determine  in  what  cases  a  citizen  is  to  be  delivered  up  to  be  removed  to  another 
state  for  trial.  If  any  change  of  the  law  is  to  take  place  upon  this  subject,  it  must  be  a  general  one ;  and  your 
committee  is  averse  to  a  change  by  which  the  decision  of  the  question  whether  the  citizen  of  a  stale  shall  be 
surrendered  as  a  fugitive  from  justice,  shall  be  transferred  from  the  chief  civil  and  military  officer  of  the  state  to 
the  federal  judiciary.  In  a  case  involving  the  liberty  of  the  citizen,  the  supreme  authority  of  the  state  is  the 
proper  tribunal  for  its  decision.  In  addition  to  this  it  might  be  urged  with  much  force,  that  ihe  provision  of  ihe 
constitution  itself  contemplated  that  the  duly  of  surrendering  a  fugitive  from  justice  should  be  discharged  by  the 
executive  of  the  state  to  which  he  had  lied.  It  is  true  the  provision  is  silent  as  to  the  tribunal  upon  which  the 
demand  is  made;  but  it  provides  that  the  fugitive  is  to  be  delivered  up  "on  the  demand  of  the  executive  au- 
thority of  the  state  from  which  he  fled  ;"  and  the  inference  is  strong  that  the  clause  contcinplales  that  the 
demand  is  not  only  to  be  made  by  the  executive  of  the  slate  from  which  the  fugitive  had  fled,  but  lo  be  made 
upon  the  executive  of  the  state  in  which  he  had  taken  refuge.  There  was  as  great  or  greater  reason  for  requir- 
ing that  the  demand  should  be  made  upon,  as  by,  the  executive.  And  the  act  of  congress  passed  shortly  after 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution  is  in  accordance  with  this  view. 

Besides,  the  change  proposed  would  add  another  lo  the  list  of  cases,  already  too  long,  in  which  the  stale 
and  federal  authorities  may  come  into  collision.  There  may  be  cases,  where  no  slate  would  permit  a  citizen 
lo  be  surrendered,  as  a  fugitive  from  justice,  by  the  federal  judiciary.  And  in  some  of  them,  resistance  would 
be  interposed,  when  it  would  never  have  been  thought  of  if  the  surrender  had  been  ordered  by  the  state  authority. 
And  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  no  practical  result  would  be  produced  by  such  a  change  ;  for  in  all  exciting 
cases  the  state  courts  will  be  called  upon  in  any  event  to  adjudge  Ukj  case  finally. 

But  above  all,  your  committee  is  averse  to  sending  this  subject  into  congress,  and  thus  giving  the  abolitionists 
the  long-wished  for  opportunity  of  denouncing  our  most  cherished  institution  in  the  legislature  of  ihe  nation,  and 
of  franking  their  incendiary  efiusions  to  the  four  quarters  of  the  Union.  Wc  have  always  denied  that  slavery 
was  a  fit  subject  of  congressional  discussion,  and  your  committee  cannot  recommend  any  course  which  will 
bring  that  subject  into  debate  there.  And  your  committee  is  strengthened  iu  this  view  by  witnessing  the 
exultation  which  the  abolitionists  manifest  at  the  prospect  of  this  subject  being  introduced  by  ourselves  in 
this  form. 

3d.  The  proposition  to  appoint  inspectors.  This  has  much  to  recommend  it.  In  the  first  place,  the  reme- 
dy is  specific  to  the  wrong.  It  is  clear  of  all  constitutional  difficulty.  The  principle  upon  which  such  a  law 
would  be  founded  has  been  frequently  recognized.  In  point  of  time  first  in  the  recognition  of  the  validity 
of  quarantine  regulations,  and  last  in  the  law  punishing  the  transmission  of  incendiary  publications  by  mail. 
But  it  is  liable  to  objections.  To  bring  it,  perhaps,  within  the  constitution,  it  would  have  to  be  general.  In 
such  an  event  the  law,  which  would  be  harassing  and  vexatious,  would  operate  equally  upon  those  who  had 
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wronged  us,  and  those  who  had  not.  Besides,  it  would  be  difficult  to  enforce  it  in  an  effectual  manner.  A 
vessel  might  be  inspected  one  hour,  and  the  next  take  a  slave  on  board  and  be  off.  This  would  be  the  case 
particularly  in  the  navigation  of  our  long  rivers. 

4lh.  The  requirement  of  security  for  good  behaviour  from  the  citizens  of  New  York.  This  would  be  per- 
fectly just  in  itself,  and  might  produce  desirable  results.  But  your  committee  will  not  recommend  it  at  this 
time,  as  it  is  liable  to  many  objections.  In  the  first  place  its  constitutionality  might  be  questioned.  Although 
it  is  true,  that  t tic  constitution  is  a  compact  between  the  states  ;  and  although  it  is  also  true,  that  when  such  a 
compact  is  broken  by  one  party,  it  censes  to  be  binding  on  the  rest,  yet  we  ought  not  note  to  take  this  ground — 
we  may  bo  driven  to'it  in  the  end.  But  your  committee  will  not  take  it  for  granted  that  New  York  will  perse- 
vere in  her  unconstitutional  course.  Let  us  give  her  every  opportunity  to  retrace  her  steps,  and  not  render  an 
amicable  adjustment  of  our  difficulties  impossible,  by  acting  as  if  we  considered  the  constitution  no  longer  bind- 
ing upon  us,  because  it  had  been  broken  by  her. 

5th.  A  solemn  appeal  to  New  York  to  review  her  course  and  render  us  justice.  The  objection  to  this  is, 
that  New  York  having  in  one  instance,  at  least,  before  this,  failed  to  discharge  her  duties  as  a  member  of  this 
Union,  in  taking  effectual  means  to  protect  us  from  the  attacks  of  her  citizens  tqion  our  domestic  institutions,  in 
a  manner  to  meet  our  just  expectations,  has  deprived  herself  of  the  right  to  be  met  in  the  amicable  spirit  which 
this  course  would  indicate.  But  the  governor  of  New  York,  in  his  late  annunl  message,  has  brought  this  whole 
subject  to  the  attention  of  the  legislature  of  that  stale  ;  and  your  committee  is  unwilling  to  believe,  that  the  state, 
in  its  sovereign  capacity,  will  sanction  the  course  of  her  executive. 

It  is  true,  that  the  governor  of  New  York  takes  the  ground,  that  the  subject  is  one  that  appertains  to  the 
executive  department.  He  says:  "The  duties  of  that  department,  in  such  cases,  are  prescribed  by  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  and  not  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  New  York."  Nevertheless,  as  he  has 
brought  the  mailer  to  the  attention  of  the  legislature,  and  expressed  a  deference  for  it,  the  probability  is,  that  he 
would  acquiesce  in  any  disposition  which  it  should  make  of  the  subject.  And  your  committee  is"  fortified  in 
this  opinion,  by  the  fact  that  the  governor  of  New  York,  in  his  correspondence  with  the  executive  of  this  state, 
declared  "that  as  an  executive  officer  of  that  state,  he  was  bound  to  regard,  with  very  great  deference, and  the 
argument  must  be  conclusive,  which  should  prevail  with  him,  to  act  in  opposition  to'a  legislative  exposition  of 
his  duties." 

Your  committee  will  not  discuss  the  question  whether  this  is  a  matter  about  which  the  state  legislatures 
can  act  at  all.  There  arc  many  difficult  questions  involved  in  it  which  need  not  be  solved.  It  may  be  in- 
sisted, that  this  is  a  question,  arising  under  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  with  which  the  state' legisla- 
tures have  nothing  to  do.  On  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  contended,  that  the  state  legislatures  possess  tke  exclu- 
sive right  to  legislate  upon  this  subject,  and  that  the  provision  of  the  constitution  merek  imposes  a  duty  upon  the 
stales,  but  vests  no  poircr  in  the  federal  government,  or  any  department  of  it,  except  the  judicial  power  of  de- 
claring and  enforcing  the  rights  secured  by  the  constitution.  The  third  ground  might  be  taken,  that  the  power 
of  legislation  was  concurrent  in  congress  and  the  state  legislatures.  Your  committee  will  not  undertake  to  de- 
cide these  questions;  but  it  cannot  bring  itself  to  doubt  but  that  the  stale  legislature  may  act  in  a  manner,  not 
contravening  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  to  bind  ihe  executive  of  ihe  slate. 

Let  it  not  be  said  that  by  conceding  the  right  of  the  stale  government  to  legislate  upon  the  subject,  we  con- 
cede a  power  which  may  be  exercised  in  a  manner  to  impair  our  rights  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  U. 
States.  It  does  not  follow  that  because  the  state  legislatures  may  co-operate  in  securing  our  rights  under  ihe 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  U.  Slates,  it  may  legislate  in  derogation  of  them. 

For  these  reasons,  your  committee  are  disposed  to  await  the  aclion  of  the  legislature  of  New  York  ;  and 
they  are  the  more  disposed  to  this  course,  as  there  is  no  occasion  for  haste.  The  slave  which  was  stolen  in  this 
instance  has  been  recovered.  No  private  justice  is  delayed.  Nothing  is  involved  in  the  controversy  but  a  prin- 
ciple ;  an  important  one  it  is  true,  but  one  which  will  not  be  jeoparded  by  ihe  delay  proposed.  In  the  mean 
time  your  committee  recommends  that  the  executive  of  this  stale  be  requested  to  renew  his  correspondence  with 
the  governor  of  New  York  ;  to  npprise  him  of  the  importance  we  attach  to  the  subject ;  to  communicate  our  pro- 
ceedings to  him,  and  respectfully  request  that  he  will  bring  those  proceedings  to  the  attention  of  ihe  legislature  of 
his  state. 

The  subject  which  your  committee  have  had  under  consideration  is  one  in  which  the  whole  of  the  slave- 
holding  states  are  equally  interested  with  Virginia.  Your  committee  therefore  recommend  that  the  governor  of 
this  state  be  requested  to  open  a  correspondence  with  the  executive  of  each  of  these  states,  informing  them  of 
the  importance  which  Virginia  attaches  to  this  subject,  communicating  our  proceedings  in  relation  to  it,  and  ask- 
ing their  co-operation  in  all  proper  measures  of  redress,  which  in  the  event  that  New  York  shall  decline  to  do  us 
justice,  we  may  be  called  ujion  to  adopt. 

The  people  of  Virginia  have  not  witnessed  the  controversy,  somewhat  similar  to  this,  in  which  Georgia  is 
involved  with  Maine,  without  taking  in  it  the  deepest  interest.  Virginia  is  prepared  to  make  common  cause 
with  Georgia,  or  any  other  slave-holding  slate,  in  a  similar  controversy. 
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It  is  true  that  tbe  grounds  taken  by  the  governor  of  Maine  are  much  less  exceptionable  than  those  assumed 
by  the  executive  of  New  York ;  but  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee  not  less  untenable.  Your  committee  will 
not  extend  this  report  to  establish  by  argument  a  proposition,  which  has  already  been  demonstrated  by  others, 
and  which  will  not  be  controverted  by  any  unprejudiced  mind.  But  the  very  variety  of  indefensible  expedients 
resorted  to  by  the  authorities  of  some  of  the  northern  states  to  avoid  the  discharge  of  their  constitutional  duties 
goes  the  more  clearly  to  demonstrate  the  deep  rooted  hostility  of  those  states  to  our  domestic  institutions,  our 
peace  and  prosperity. 

Tbe  patience  of  the  south  has  already  been  too  severely  taxed,  and  we  onco  for  all,  without  bravado  or 
threat,  in  the  language  of  a  distinguished  senator  of  New  York,  warn  the  non-slave-holding  states  "  that  they 
may  find  when  it  is  too  late  that  the  patience  of  the  south,  however  well  founded  upon  principle,  from  repeated 
aggressions  will  become  exhausted." 

Your  committee  do  not  apprehend  that  the  cause  of  the  moderation  which  they  recommend  will  be  misun- 
derstood. We  are  too  clearly  right  to  be  rash.  Fortunately  Virginia's  character  lor  chivalry  is  not  so  doubtful 
that  she  must  be  rash  in  order  to  seem  to  be  firm. 

Your  committee  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  in  high  terms  its  cordial  approbation  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  executive  of  Virginia  in  relation  to  this  controversy  with  New  York. 

Your  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  governor  of  New  York  for  his  refusal  to  surrender  Peter 
Johnson,  Edward  Smith  and  Isaac  Gansy  as  fugitives  from  justice,  upon  the  demand  of  the  executive  of  this 
state,  are  unsatisfactory;  and  that  that  refusal  was  a  palpable  and  dangerous  disregard  on  the  part  of  the  gover- 
nor of  New  York,  of  his  duties  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  course  of  the  executive  of  New  York  cannot  be  acquiesced  in,  and  if  persisted  in,  will 
make  it  the  solemn  duty  of  Virginia  to  appeal  from  the  cancelled  obligation  of  the  constitutional  compact  to  her 
reserved  rights. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  this  state  be  authorized  and  requested  to  renew  his  correspondence  with 
the  executive  of  New  York,  requesting  that  that  functionary  will  review  the  grounds  taken  by  him ;  and  that  he 
will  urge  the  consideration  of  the  subject  upon  the  legislature  of  his  stale. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  Virginia  be  requested  to  open  a  correspondence  with  the  executive  of 
each  of  the  slave-holding  slates,  requesting  their  co-operation  in  any  necessary  and  proper  measure  of  redress 
which  Virginia  may  be  forced  to  adopt. 

5.  Resolved,  That  tbe  governor  of  Virginia  be  requested  to  forward  copies  of  these  proceedings  to  the 
executive  of  each  state  of  this  Union,  with  the  request  that  they  be  laid  before  their  respective  legislatures. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


LUNATIC  ASYLUM  IN  THE  CITY  OF  WILLIAMSBURG. 


The  board  of  directors  for  the  lunatic  hospital  in  tbe  city  of  Williamsburg  respectfully  report  to  the  general 
assembly  of  Virginia  that  the  institution  under  their  care  has  been  conducted  during  the  year  1839  in  most  par- 
ticulars as  heretofore. 

The  documents  accompanying  this  report  shew  the  condition  of  the  hospital  as  to  its  fiscal  concerns  and  as 
to  tbe  number  of  patients. 

The  paper  maiked  A.  presents  an  account  rendered  by  the  treasurer  of  the  income  and  expenditure  of  the 
institution  for  the  year  1839.  By  this  it  appears  that  the  amount  received  by  him  from  the  state  treasury  was 
$14,035,  and  the  expenditure  to 'the  13th  day  of  this  month  S11.6S0  18,  leaving  $2954  82,  an  unexpended  ba- 
lance in  his  hands,  of  which  it  is  supposed  that  about  the  sum  of  $1000  will  be  required  to  meet  demands  yet 
outstanding.  It  thus  appears  that  the  balance  remaining  on  hand  at  this  time  is  considerably  larger  than  that 
which  was  found  to  be  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year.  But  it  is  not  to  be  inferred  that  the  appro- 
priation made  at  the  last  session  of  the  general  assembly  was  more  than  in  ordinary  circumstances  would  have 
been  found  necessary.  In  consequence  of  tbe  alterations  which  have  been  made  in  the  building  within  the  past 
year,  it  was  found  necessary  to  appropriate  every  apartment  to  the  accommodation  of  the  patients  already  in 
the  hospital,  so  that  in  all  that  time  no  vacancies  occurred,  and  consequently  no  new  patients  have  been  admit- 
ted. Hence  no  expense  has  been  incurred  on  account  of  the  charges  attendant  on  the  removal  of  patients  to 
tbe  hospital,  and  hence  this  unusual  balance  remains  on  hand.  If  the  ordinary  number  of  patients  had  been 
received,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  unexpended  balance  would  probably  have  been  consumed  by  the  expenses  of 
their  removal.  This  remark  is  made  here,  because  the  board  are  anxious  to  convince  your  honourable  body  that 
their  estimates  of  the  probable  disbursements  of  each  current  year  are  duly  considered.  While  desirous  that 
tbe  appropriation  may  be  such  as  to  enable  the  institution  to  meet  all  its  engagements,  they  are  careful  not  to 
abuse  the  confidence  of  the  general  assembly  by  asking  for  more  than  may  be  necessary.  Had  the  improve- 
ments now  nearly  completed  been  perfected  a  few  weeks  earlier,  a  number  of  patients  would  have  been  re- 
ceived before  this  time  whose  expenses  would  have  more  than  absorbed  the  balance  now  on  hand.  The  neces- 
sity of  guarding  against  this  contingency  made  it  proper  to  ask  an  appropriation  last  year,  not  less  than  would 
have  been  proper  had  there  been  no  change  in  the  building,  and  the  experience  of  former  years  has  shewn  that 
the  sum  asked  of  your  honourable  body  was  about  what  would  be  necessary.  It  is  to  be  remembered  too,  that 
two  months  are  yet  to  pass  before  tbe  annual  appropriation  can  be  received,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  tbat 
without  any  change  in  the  condition  of  the  institution,  the  debts  now  outstanding  and  the  expenses  to  be  incurred 
in  those  two  months  will  leave  very  little  of  the  present  balance  remaining  on  hand  in  tbe  month  of  April.  It 
is  proper  to  add  tbat  the  appropriation  of  the  last  year  was  $16,000,  and  that  the  sum  of  $14,635  above  men- 
tioned as  having  been  received  by  the  treasurer,  is  tbe  nett  amount  remaining  after  deducting  the  account  of  tbe 
penitentiary  store  from  tbe  gross  sum  of  $  16,000.  The  attention  of  your  honourable  body  is  the  more  particularly 
called  to  this,  because  the  additions  to  the  institution,  now  almost  completed,  will  call  for  estimates  founded  on 
tbe  enlargement  of  the  accommodations.  Hence  the  importance  of  establishing  as  many  data  for  these  estimates 
as  possible ;  and  hence  the  board  are  desirous  of  shewing,  what  they  themselves  believe,  tbat  for  the  number 
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of  patients  which  the  hospital  was  heretofore  capable  of  accommodating,  the  sum  of  $  16,000  wa3  about  that 
•which  experience  has  shown  to  be  necessary  and  proper.  The  bourd,  therefore,  proceed  to  lay  before  your  ho- 
nourable body,  such  farther  statement  as  may  furnish  the  facts  necessary  to  calculate  the  appropriation  which 
may  be  necessary  for  the  expenses  of  the  year  now  commencing.  As  soon  as  the  work  on  band  shall  have 
been  completed,  sundry  cells,  from  which  the  patients  have  been  expelled,  by  the  operations  of  the  workmen, 
will  be  again  habitable,  and  there  will  then  be,  seven  vacancies  in  the  old  building  to  fill  up.  The  estimate  of 
the  last  year  having  been  made  with  an  eye  to  the  occurrence  of  vacancies,  which,  for  the  reason  above  men- 
tioned, have  not  occurred,  it  may  be  reasonable  to  suppose  that  of  the  unexpended  balance  now  on  band  enough 
may  be  left,  after  defraying  all  other  charges,  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  patients  who  may  be  brought  in  to  fill 
these  vacancies.  It  remains  to  attempt  a  calculation  of  the  amount  which  will  probably  be  necessary  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  those  who  may  be  brought  to  Jill  the  new  cells.  There  are  39  in  number.  The  accompanying 
paper  maked  B,  which  is  an  important  rosier  or  register  of  applications  now  on  file,  (for  since  that  was  made 
out,  four  more  applications  have  been  received)  will  afTord  data  from  which  these  expenses  may  be  calculated 
with  tolerable  uccuracy.  If  wc  suppose  the  first  39  on  that  list,  to  be  sent  to  the  hospital,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  add  together  the  miles  from  the  several  courthouses  of  their  respective  counties  to  this  place,  and  multiply 
the  whole  number  by  50.  The  result  will  be  about  the  amount  of  expense  of  transportation  expressed  in  cents. 
The  board  of  directors  have  not  the  data  necessary  to  enable  them  to  make  this  calculation,  but  an  attempt  has 
been  made,  by  which  they  have  arrived  at  the  conviction  that  n  sum  not  less  than  S3000,  over  and  above  what 
may  be  sufficient  for  ihe  institution  when  filled  up,  and  in  regular  and  ordinary  operation,  will  be  necessary  for 
the  year  now  commencing.  Assuming  this  calculation  to  be  correct,  we  have  then  the  following  data  for  an  es- 
timate of  the  total  expenses  of  the  year.  Experience  having  shown  that  $  16,000  were  necessary  for  the  hospital 
when  accommodating  95  patients,  it  will  follow  that  $7340  will  be  necessary  for  the  additional  39.  These  sums 
taken  together  and  added  to  the  sum  of  S3000  above  mentioned,  will  make  a  total  of  $26,340,  which  it  is  re- 
spectfully submitted  will  be  necessary  for  the  year  1840.  It  will  not  escape  the  attention  of  the  general  assem- 
bly, that  the  number  of  new  cells  above  mentioned  is  less  than  that  contemplated  at  the  lime  in  our  last  report. 
In  explanation  of  this,  it  is  necessary  to  say,  that  the  new  cells,  which  it  is  proposed  to  appropriate  to  recent 
and  hopeful  cases,  have  been,  by  the  advice  of  the  attendant  physician,  made  larger  than  was  at  first  intended, 
and  more  space  has  been  allowed  for  the  accommodation  of  the  "patients,  when  assembled  for  meals  or  amuse- 
ment. The  board  have  no  doubt  that  these  changes  of  plan  are  such  as  would  command  the  approbation  of 
every  intelligent  visitor. 

In  proceeding  to  give  a  more  particular  acount  of  these  improvements,  it  is  proper  to  remind  the  general 
assembly,  that  by  an  act  passed  in  1838,  an  appropriation  was  made  of  $  12,000,  lor  an  addition  to  the  buildings 
of  the  hospital,  and  the  farther  sum  of  S  5000  for  a  brick  wall  around  the  premises.  The  board  having  obtained 
information  concerning  the  plan  and  structure  of  the  building  at  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  and  finding  it  prac- 
ticable, by  connecting  the  existing  buildings  by  wings  to  effect  a  nearly  exact  imitation  of  that  building,  and  to 
secure  the  principal  advantages  of  the  plan,  determined  to  pursue  that  course  as  far  as  the  appropriations  would 
allow.  With  that  view  they  resolved  to  dispense  with  the  building  of  the  proposed  wall  for  the  present,  and  to 
build  upon  the  proposed  plan,  contracting  absolutely  for  the  execution  of  as  much  of  it  as  these  appropriations 
would  pay  for,  and  conditionally  for  the  rest.    The  contract  thus  made  was  to  the  following  effect : 

1.  To  add  a  story  to  the  centre  building,  and  a  wing  of  two  stories  high  and  ninety  feet  in  length,  connect- 
ing that  with  the  building  on  the  west,  for  the  sum  of  $  16,400. 

2.  To  add  a  corresponding  wing  of  the  same  size  on  the  east  for  the  sum  of  $12,100,  whensoever  the  ge- 
neral assembly  may  make  the  necessary  appropriation  for  that  object. 

The  sum  of  $  16,400  thus  pledged  leaves  of  the  appropriation  of  $  17,000  a  balance  of  $600. 

Since  then  it  has  been  deemed  necessary  to  dig  an  area  on  the  north  side  of  the  new  wing,  so  as  to  obtain 
the  full  benefit  of  the  basement  story,  which  will  probably  cost  $200.  Some  alterations,  each  trifling  in  itself, 
in  the  execution  of  the  work,  all  of  which  were  deemed  judicious,  will  require  an  additional  sum  of  about  $300; 
and  a  farther  expense  has  been  incurred  upon  the  ceiling  of  the  old  building,  which  has  been  renewed,  and  for 
the  necessary  painting  of  the  doors  and  windows.  For  these  different  objects  the  residuum  of  $600  will  not  be 
sufficient,  and  it  is  thought  an  addition  of  $  400  will  be  necessary. 

The  document  marked  C,  is  a  list  of  the  patients  in  the  hospital,  showing  those  who  have  died  or  been  dis- 
charged since  the  last  report.  By  this  it  appears  that  there  are  now  in  the  hospital  52  male,  and  26  female  pa- 
tients, making  an  aggregate  of  78,  and  that  three  have  died  and  three  have  been  discharged,  and  one  has  eloped 
since  the  last  report. 

Before  quitting  this  subject  the  board  think  it  proper  to  renew  the  suggestion  made  in  their  last  report,  of 
the  expediency  of  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  farther  addition  to  the  hospital,  by  building  a 
wing  corresponding  with  that  recently  added.  They  beg  leave  to  refer  to  their  last  report  for  the  reasons  for 
this  suggestion. 

The  recent  enlargements  of  the  establishment,  and  the  liberal  spirit  manifested  by  the  general  assembly, 
have  made  it  the  duty  of  the  board  to  revise  its  regulations,  and  to  endeavour  to  adopt  such  changes  as  might 
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make  the  success  of  the  institution  commensurate  with  the  reasonable  expectations  of  the  public.  With  this 
view  a  committee  was  appointed,  whose  deliberations  led  them  to  the  conclusion  that  the  aid  and  authority  of 
the  general  assembly  would  be  necessary  to  give  effect  to  their  views.  They  Inve  therefore  presented  a  report, 
a  copy  of  which  marked  D,  is  at  their  suggestion  herewith  submitted  to  the  general  assembly.  Should  the 
changes  proposed  by  them  be  authorized  by  law,  the  general  assembly  will  not  fail  to  observe  that  they  will 
render  necessary  some  addition  to  the  foregoing  estimate. 

While  laying  their  suggestions  before  your  honourable  body,  the  board  feels  sensibly  that  the  public  should 
be  informed  of  the  reason  why  this  institution  is  apparently  so  "far  behind  others,  in  this  and  other  states,  in  ef- 
fecting what  should  be  the  main  end  of  all  lunatic  asylums. 

Kx[)erience  has  established  the  fact  that  the  more  recent  the  attack  the  greater  will  be  the  chance  of  cure. 
It  has  established  more.  It  is  well  known  that  this  chance  is  lessened,  not  in  an  arithmetical,  but  almost  in  a 
geometrical  ratio.  To  exemplify.  In  cases  of  less  than  three  months  standing,  from  60  to  90  per  cent,  may  be 
expected  to  recover,  whereas  in  those  of  twelve  months  25  per  cent,  is  a  large  proportion  to  calculate  on.  The 
longer  the  duration  of  the  disease,  the  more  docs  the  brain  become  habituated  to  irregular  action,  and  the  more 
apt  is  organic  change  to  take  place,  and  to  destroy  all  hope  of  recovery.  The  reason  why  so  few  have  been 
cured  in  our  institution;  is  that  we  have  not  received  for  years,  what  may  be  termed  a  recent  case.  Our  board 
of  directors  has  understood  the  law,  as  in  every  instance  giving  the  preference  to  the  first  who  stands  upon  the 
register  of  applications.  The  arcommodalions  for  the  insane  not  having  kept  pace  with  the  increase  of  the  dis- 
ease in  the  state,  every  vacant  place  has,  in  consequence  of  the  rule  established  by  the  board,  been  filled  by  a 

Eatient  who  has  been  much  more  than  twelve  months  confined  in  gaol,  and  whose  case  has  thus  become  almost 
opeless.  We  discover  that  a  different  construction  has  been  given  to  the  law  in  the  Western  Lunatic  asylum, 
and  the  result  has  been  such  success  as  might  have  been  anticipated.  The  members  of  our  board  are  pleased  to 
see  that  this  construction  has  met  with  the  approbation  of  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  state  and  the  citizens  ge- 
nerally, and  they  have  determined  hereafter  to  adopt  the  same  rule,  unless  some  act  be  passed  forbidding  it. 
We  rejoice  that  our  western  brethren  have  taken  on  themselves  the  responsibility  which  we  had  not  ventured 
to  encounter.    In  justification  of  ourselves  we  have  felt  it  necessary  to  offer  the  above  explanation. 

If,  us  is  confidently  stated,  it  requires  as  much  if  not  more  skdl  to  improve  a  hopeless  case  than  to  cure  a 
recent  one,  to  excite  the  self-respect  and  gain  the  confidence  and  esteem  and  even  love  of  a  wretched  maniac, 
who  has  been  exasperated  to  fury,  or  reduced  almost  to  idiocy  by  the  cruelties  and  hardships  of  a  common  gaol, 
we  feel  willing  to  compare  with  "most  institutions.  The  removal  of  the  roof  of  a  part  of  our  building  for  the 
purpose  of  adding  a  storv,  has  deprived  us  of  one  third  of  our  room,  and  has  thus  rendered  it  impossible  so  to 
classify  patients  as  to  afford  the  full  benefit  of  moral  treatment.  Yet  for  the  last  six  months  not  even  a  mitten, 
much  less  a  strait  waistcoat,  has  been  required.  A  gentle  rebuke  or  a  few  hours  confinement  to  the  room  has 
always  been  sufficient  to  recall  the  power  of  self-control. 

In  connexion  with  this  subject  the  board  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  general  assembly  to  a  fact 
exhibited  by  the  paper  marked  B,  herewith  submitted.  Of  76  patients  on  the  register  of  applicants  at  this 
time,  ten  are  from  the  western  side  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  nearly  thirty  more  from  counties  nearer  to  Staunton 
than  to  this  place.  Since  learning  the  interpretation  placed  upon  the  law  by  the  directors  of  the  asylum  there, 
wc  are  at  no  loss  to  understand  how  this  has  happened.  It  is  of  course,  that  patients  excluded  by  the  rule 
adopted  there  should  be  brought  here,  and  thus  this  has  been  made,  as  it  really  is,  a  hospital  of  incurables. 

It  is  most  respectfully  suggested  that  the  expenses  of  the  institution  are  in  this  way  very  much  increased, 
and  the  board  would  therefore  venture  to  recommend  a  change  in  the  law  to  the  following  effect:  "That  no 
patient  be  at  any  time  sent  for  by  either  asylum  from  a  county  nearer  to  the  other  asylum  than  to  it,  so  long  as 
there  may  be  upon  the  register  applications  from  counties  nearer  to  the  latter  than  tbe  former."  Every  patient 
who  is  brought  here  from  beyond  Staunton  costs  the  public  about  $  100  more  than  be  ought  to  cost,  because  of 
the  additional  mileage. 

The  board  have  omitted  to  state  in  the  proper  place  that  the  enlargement  of  the  building  and  the  nature  of 
the  soil,  have  suggested  to  the  board  tbe  necessity  of  providing  some  means  of  conveying  off"  the  water  that  falls 
on  tbe  extensive  roof,  and  of  discharging  the  sinks  and  sewers.  Tbeir  first  thought  was  to  have  resorted  to  the  use 
of  culverts  leading  to  a  ravine  at  a  short  distance,  but  a  calculation  of  the  expense  convinced  them  that  it  would 
be  better  to  make  use  of  metal  pipes  for  that  purpose.  These  have  been  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  hospital 
by  the  keeper  of  the  penitentiary  store,  and  tbe  board  are  taught  to  expect  that  they  will  cost  about  S 1000. 
This  additional  sum  should  therefore  be  taken  into  tbe  estimate  of  the  current  year,  so  that  the  amount  to  be 
appropriated  therefor,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  would  seem  properly  to  be  about  $27,740,  being  about 
$4400  more  than  the  board  are  disposed  to  think  will  be  necessary  for  the  conduct  of  the  institution  on  the  pre- 
sent enlarged  scale,  when  all  tbe  cells  shall  have  been  actually  filled.  In  this  estimate  it  is  to  be  seen  no  appro- 
priation for  additional  building,  or  for  the  purchase  of  a  farm  according  to  the  suggestion  contained  in  the  report 
of  the  committee,  is  embraced.  In  regard  to  the  latter  object  the  board  think  it  proper  to  express  the  opinion, 
that  the  cheapness  and  fertility  of  land  in  this  neighbourhood  would  probably  make  such  a  purchase  an  exceed- 
ingly profitable  investment. 
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Having  thus  reviewed  all  the  subjects  which  are  of  direct  concern  to  the  institution  over  which  they  preside, 
the  board  hope  that  they  will  not  be  considered  as  passing  beyond  the  verge  of  their  duties  in  casting  a  general 
glance  at  some  of  the  arguments  and  statements  of  fact  already  submitted,  and  founding  thereupon  a  respect- 
ful recommendation  to  the  legislature  to  extend  the  means  of  accommodation  for  lunatics  in  the  state  generally, 
as  to  both  buildings  and  attendance. 

The  board  think  that  considerations  alike  of  humanity  and  economy  point  to  this  as  a  public  measure. 
The  spirit  of  investigation  and  experiment  which  characterize  the  present  time,  is  at  work  on  this  subject,  and  has 
already  struck  out  the  fact  that  asylums  for  the  insane,  which  were  formerly  regarded  as  performing  all  their 
appropriate  functions  in  securing  the  physical  comfort  of  the  maniac,  whilst  freeing  the  community  from  the  an- 
noyance of  bis  presence,  arc  capable  of  being  rendered  powerful  agents  for  restoring  the  mind  to  these  objects 
of  pity,  and  to  society  the  members  who  were  dead  to  it.  This  happy  result  has  been  found  to  flow  from  the 
moral  treatment  of  lunatics ;  a  course  of  treatment  which  is  carefully  moulded  to  the  intellectual  and  moral 
workings,  the  passions,  and  even  the  weaknesses  of  human  nature,  and  modified  in  each  by  the  characteristics 
of  the  individual;  a  course,  in  short,  the  very  reverse  of  the  old  system,  whose  sole  principle  seemed  to  be  the 
identity  of  insanity  with  crime.  This  plan,  to  be  successfully  pursued,  it  is  manifest  requires  professional  skill 
and  intellectual  ability  of  a  high  order  in  those  to  whom  the  execution  of  it  is  entrusted  ;  a  degree  indeed  of  skill 
and  ability  to  be  commanded  only  by  pecuniary  remuneration  far  exceeding  the  salaries  now  given  to  superin- 
tendents of  insane  institutions  in  this  state. 

To  pass  on  to  the  subject  of  enlarging  the  hospital  buildings  of  the  commonwealth.  It  will  be  found  by 
adverting  to  the  statistics  of  this  report,  that  there  are  now  seventy-nine  applications  on  Gle  for  the  admis- 
sion of  patients  into  this  institution.  The  number  of  such  applications  is,  too,  daily  increasing.  Another  refe- 
rence to  the  statistics  shows,  that  when  the  additional  buildings,  now  in  progress,  shall  be  ready  for  use, 
there  will  be  room  for  about  forty-six  in  addition  to  the  number  now  here.  That  is  to  say,  for  about  one 
half  of  those  who  at  that  period  will,  according  to  a  reasonable  calculation,  be  applicants  for  admission.  What 
then  is  to  become  of  the  other  half?  Why  they  must  remain  in  enjoyment  of  the  comforts  of  county  gaols  and 
the  tender  mercies  of  county  gaolers,  until  additional  accommodations,  at  least  equal  in  extent  to  those  lately 
provided,  shall  be  erected — by  which  time,  another  wretched  band  wilt  have  been  collected,  lifting  up  their 
voices  in  vain  for  relief.  Thus  is  the  remedy  kept  lagging  behind  the  evil  without  any  prospect  that  it  will  ever 
overtake  it — at  least  so  long  as  the  present  policy  is  pursued.  Now,  what  is  the  consequence  of  this  ?  The 
answer  is  given  at  once,  as  clearly  and  impressively,  as  it  could  be  expressed  in  a  volume  written  for  the  pur- 
pose, in  the  single  fact  already  dwelt  upon  in  the  previous  part  of  this  report,  that  the  chances  for  the  recovery 
of  a  lunatic  decrease  with  horrible  rapidity,  as  the  duration  of  his  malady  without  proper  treatment  increases. 
Before,  then,  even  the  most  recent  of  the  present  applicants  for  admission  here  can  be  received,  the  period  will 
have  gone  by,  within  which  the  greatest  degree  of  probability  of  recovery  exists ;  while  very  many  will  have 
passed  that  limit  beyond  which  is  absolute  despair.  This  stato  of  things  must  continue  to  exist  so  long  as  the 
means  of  accommodation  are  kept  so  far  behind  the  occasion.  It  is  true,  this  board,  as  they  have  announced 
in  this  report,  intend  to  do  as  much  as  is  in  their  power  towards  a  lessening  of  the  evil,  by  appropriating  a  por- 
tion of  the  institution  exclusively  to  recent  cases.  But  it  is  clear  as  arithmetic  can  make  any  thing,  that  tbe 
effect  will  be  partial  and  not  radical.  The  tendency,  then,  of  the  course  now  pursued,  k  to  have  the  insane 
asylums  of  the  state  always  full;  and  the  number  oflunatics  in  the  state  constantly  and  rapidly  increasing,  and 
this  board  see  no  other  mode  of  averting  this  calamitous  condition  of  things,  than  an  energetic  determination 
carried  into  immediate  effect,  to  enlarge  the  means  of  keeping  lunatics  to  an  extent  sufficient  to  receive  all 
within  the  commonwealth,  who  may  exist  at  the  time  of  the  completion  of  the  establishment.  This  will,  it  is 
true,  involve  considerable  expenditure  at  once;  but  the  opinion  may  be  safely  ventured,  that  the  result  will  ex- 
hibit true  economy  as  tbe  basis  of  the  measure.  For  then,  there  being  no  pressure  on  the  institutions,  lunatics 
may  be  received  as  soon  as  they  apply  for  admission,  and  of  course,  in  the  most  favourable  condition  for  reco- 
ver)'. By  this  means  the  number  in  the  state  must  kepi,  if  not  at  a  uniform  point,  at  all  events  at  a  rate  of  in- 
crease not  greater  than  the  natural  increase  of  population,  so  that,  little  or  no  enlargement  of  the  buildings  be- 
ing necessary,  the  annual  expense  of  the  support  of  these  institutions  would  become  nearly  a  fixed  amount. 
Whereas  under  the  present  system  the  number  advances  with  a  fearfully  accelerated  pace;  each  addition  to 
the  number  already  existing  being  a  fixed  quantity — an  incumbrance  almost  inconceivable  except  by  natural 
dissolution,  (the  effect  of  which  in  reducing  number  is  proved  by  experience  to  be  very  slight.)  The  inevita- 
ble result  of  this  state  of  things,  must  be  a  continmilly  increasing  demand  both  for  means  of  support  and  for 
means  of  accommodation ;  which  latter,  it  is  believed,  would  soon  be  carried,  of  necessity,  beyond  the  extent 
to  which  it  is  proposed  to  enlarge  them  at  once.  These  considerations  strike  the  board  as  equally  conclusive 
with  regard  to  the  economy,  as  they  undeniably  are  with  regard  to  the  humanity  of  the  measure  which  they  re- 
spectfully recommend  to  the  general  assembly. 

With  one  more  suggestion,  which,  perhaps,  should  have  been  made  in  a  previous  part  of  this  report,  they 
will  conclude.  This  is,  that  the  law  upon  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  lunatics  to  hospitals  be  so  modified  as 
to  give  to  the  directors  the  power  to  receive  lunatics  brought  by  their  friends,  (those  friends  paying  the  expense 
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of  the  bringing,)  without  the  previous  examination  before  magistrates  now  required ;  and  to  give  to  the  applica- 
tion? of  such  friends  precisely  the  same  effect  with  the  applications  now  directed  by  law  to  be  made  by  toe  she- 
riffs of  counties.  The  reasons  for  this  suggestion,  simply  are,  that  the  malady  of  many  is  increased  by  the  ce- 
remonial of  an  examination  before  magistrates,  (their  imagination  being  generally  haunted  by  a  vague  notion  of 
a  criminal  procedure,)  and  that  delay  is  frequently  attendant  upon  the  carelessness  of  sheriffs,  the  difficulty  of 
getting  magistrates  together,  Sec. 

The  abuse  of  such  power  by  relations  would  be  checked  partly  by  the  circumstance,  that  the  expense  of 
transportation  to  the  hospital  would  be  theirs,  and  chiefly  by  the  examination  of  the  alleged  lunatic  before  the 
board  of  directors. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Copy— Teste, 

JAS.  LEE,  Clerk. 
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(A.) 

LUNATIC  HOSPITAL-ln, 


Cole,  Treasurer. 


1839 — January  22 — By  balance  due  from  the  treasurer,  - 
23 — To  cash  paid  Henry  Cary  for  turkies, 

Jno.  H.  Thomas,  deputy  sheriff  of  Charlotte  county, 
Lem.  Bowden  for  fresh  meats, 
Iio.  L.  Coleman,  deputy  sheriff  of  Amherst  county, 
Jno.  H.  Smith  for  shucks, 
Mrs.  E.  D.  Mason  for  negro  hire, 
P.  H.  A.  Billet,  merchandize, 
Lem.  Bowden  for  fresh  meats, 
Tho.  Tyree,  do. 
Jno.  M.  Gregory  for  bricks, 
Eliz.  Ball  for  making  clothes, 
Major  Wilson  for  mats, 
F.  D.  Piggolt  for  vinegar, 
Kliz.  Ball  for  making  clothes, 

E.  D.  Mason  for  negro  hire, 
Lem.  Bowden  for  fresh  meats, 
C.  Hansford,  quarter  salary, 
A.  D.  Gait  do. 

F.  Cheminant,  quarter  negro  hire,  - 
C.  R.  Tillege,  account,  - 
Mary  Richardson,  discharged 
P.  f.  Barziza,  quarter  salary, 
Randal  Smith  tor  mats, 
S.  Jones  for  oats, 
John  Tunis  &  Co.  for  plank, 

do.  do. 
Thomas  Mayo  for  mats, 
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24 

Do. 

March 

1 

Do. 

7 

Do. 

9 

Do. 

14 

Do. 

23 

Do. 

26 

Do. 

28 

Da 

28 

Do. 

April 

* 

1 

Do. 

1 

Do. 

1 

Do. 

1 

Do. 

3 

Do. 

3 

Do. 

3 

Do. 

8 

Do. 

8 

Do. 

10 

Do. 

10 

Do. 

15 

Do. 

22— By 

cash 

22 — To  my  c 

26— To  cash 

May 

1 

Do. 

11 

Do. 

June 

1 

Do. 

6 

Do. 

8 

Do. 

10 

Do. 

15 

Do. 

15 

Do. 

15 

Do. 

20 

Do. 

July 

1 

Do. 

1 

Do. 

1 

Do. 

1 

Do. 

3 

Do. 

3 

Do. 

3 

Do. 

9 

Do. 

9 

Do. 

9 

Do. 

10 

Do. 

10 

Do. 

Lem.  Bowden  for  meats, 

Henry  Wilkinson  for  brooms, 

Lem.  Bowden  for  fresh  meats, 

Jno.  G.  Bowery  for  peas, 

Major  Wilson  for  mats, 

Julia  Rowscy  for  butter, 

Ben  Allen  do. 

J.  Jones  do. 

R.  D  re  wry  do. 

Henley  T.  Jones  do. 

A.  D.  Gait,  quarter  salary, 

C.  Hansford  do. 

P.  J.  Barziza  do. 

C.  R.  Tillege  for  wood, 

Jno.  M.  Gait  do. 

Lem.  Bowden  for  meats, 

F.  Cheminant,  quarter's  negro  hire,  - 

Mary  A.  Gait,  half  year's  salary, 

Jame*  Lee,  do. 

W.  VV.  Vert  &  Co.,  account  for  merchandize, 
Sheldon  &  Nnupin      do.  do. 
Cary  &  Sample  do.  do. 


5 
90 
93 
106 
1 

100 
2 

107 
3 
5 
5 

6 
3 
135 
114 

62 
200 
33 
2 
5 

250 

50 
72 
30 


13 
4 
115 
1 

122 


2 
2 
1 

3 

200 

62 
250 
122 
586 
119 

33 
200 

62 
1,04  s 
139 

47 


25 
74 
45 
40 
80 
00 
34 
37 
00 
60 
00 
37 
00 
00 
00 
84 
50 
00 
75 
00 
00 
00 
56 
00 
01 
30 
50 

00 
62 
92 
30 
60 
50 
72 
75 
19 
00 
25 
75 
00 
50 
00 
00 
04 
07 
75 
00 
50 
32 
50 
50 


1,516  63 


14,635  09 
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1839 — July       10 — To  cash  paid  Pierce  &  Armistead,  account  for  merchandize,  -         1  94 

10         Do.       John  Morris  for  brick  work,           -  24  50 

10         Do.        Tho.  Lindsey  for  blacksmith's  account,  -        16  09 

10         Do.        Richard  Graves,  account,              -  23  76 

10          Do.        F.  C.  Coleman  for  cedar  posts,        -  50  00 

10  Do.        D.  H.  Mahono,  account,                -  2  50 

11  Do.  Mary  A.  Gait  for  making  clothes,  -  7  60 
11 — To  balance  due  the  hospital,            ...  n, 400  79 


S 10451  63    $16,151  63 

11— By  balance  due  the  hospital,         -  -  $11,400  79 


At  a  Court  of  Directors  for  the  Lunatic  Hospital  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  held  the  12M  day  of  My  1839  : 

Jesse  Cole,  treasurer  of  the  hospital,  this  day  produced  his  account  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  com- 
mencing on  the  22d  day  of  January  1S3!',  and  ending  on  the  lltb  day  of  July  1S39,  by  which  it  appears  that 
the  sum  of  $  11,400  79  cents  is  due  from  the  treasurer  to  the  hospital ;  which  said  account  was  examined  and 
allowed  by  the  court,  and  ordered  to  be  certified  to  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  according  to  law. 

A  copy — Teste, 

JAS.  LEE,  Clerk. 
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LUNATIC  HOSPITAL— 7i»  account  with  Jesse  Cole,  Treasurer. 


1839— July 


August 

September 
October 


November 


1840— January 


11 — By  balance  due  hospital,  ...  11,400  79 

13 — To  cash  paid  C.  H.  Scarborough  for  straw,       -  -          6  00 

Win.  M.  Taylor  for  fodder,         -  17  35 

Wm.  M.  Jones  for  potatoes,  &c.    -  13  36 

do.          for  peas,  &c.        -  16  12 

the  Mutual  Assurance  society,      -  116  68 

Elizabeth  E.  Ball  for  tailoring,      -  99  00 

Wm.  W.  Tyler  for  postage,  &c.   -  29  28 

Pleasants  &  Moscly  for  advertising,  -        10  00 

Compiler  office  for            do.    -  10  00 

Crump  &  Liggon  for  flour,  &c.     -  -        65  00 

Jno.  Smith  for  chickens,              -  1  50 

Lero.  J.  Bowden  for  fresh  meats,  -       116  94 

Lit.  T.  Waller  for  melons,          -  -         2  10 

Jno.  A.  Mackinder  for  negro  hire,  -        66  00 

Maria  Canady  for  pickles,           -  4  63 

Lem.  J.  Bowden  for  fresh  meats,  -       114  16 

Wm.  Hargrove,  a  discharged  patient,  -         6  00 

Lem.  J.  Bowden  for  fresh  meats,  -      112  63 

Charles  Hansford,  quarter's  salary,  -        62  60 

Mary  A.  Gait,               do.       -  -       100  00 

Alex.  D.  Gait,               do.       -  200  00 

Philip  J.  Barziza,           do.       -  -       250  00 

F.  Cheminant  for  negro  hire,  -  33  76 
Wm.  Edloc  for  oak  wood,           -  -       100  62 

do.          pine  wood,            -  -        48  76 

W.  W.  Vest  for  mutton,              -  7  40 

Wm.  Turner,  a  discharged  patient,  -          5  00 

Lem.  J.  Bowden,  for  ficsh  meats,  -  81  99 
to  the  keeper  to  pay  Mr.  M'Manncrs  for  melons  7  Aug.    1  75 

It.  M' Manners  for  potatoes,          -  -          1  00 

Ned  Ryus  for  pork,                    -  7  40 

Lit.  T."  Waller  for  butter,            -  -        22  40 

Major  Wilson  for  mats,               -  87 

Lem.  J.  Bowden  for  fresh  meats,  -  87  60 

Wm.  M.  Jones  for  mats,             -  -          1  08 

Henry  Smith  for  mats,               -  -  75 

Eliz.  E.  Ball  for  tailoring,            -  77  00 

Ned  Ryus  for  dried  fruit,             -  60 

Jno.  A.  Mackinder  for  negro  hire,  -        65  00 

G.  W.  Boutholl  for  Dr.  Nelson,  negro  hire,  -  100  00 
R.  M'Candlish,  do.  -  36  00 
P.  J.  Barziza,  do.  -  100  00 
Jesse  Cole,                              do.  -        30  00 

do.       executor  of  H.  Edloe,  do.  -       400  00 

Mrs.  Cheminant,                         do.  -         33  75 

Sarah  W.  Byrd,                        do.  -        75  00 

Alex.  D.  Gait,  quarter's  salary,    -  -       200  00 

P.  J.  Barziza,            do.             -  -       250  00 

Charles  Hansford,      do.             -  62  50 

James  Lee,  half  year's  salary,     -  -        62  60 

Mary  A.  Gall,  quarter's  salary,  &c.  -       150  00 

Lem.  J.  Bowden  for  fresh  meats,  -         92  18 

Dickie  Gait  for  barber,  -  80  00 
Dickie  Gall  (or  balance  of  meal  contract  for  1839,     100  84 


1  c 
15 

Do. 

16 

Do. 

i  r. 
10 

Do. 

16 

Do. 

16 

Do. 

1  o 
18 

JJo. 

on 
20 

Do. 

20 

Do. 

20 

Do. 

27 

Do. 

1 

Do. 

o 

o 

Do. 

Do. 

14 

Do. 

c% 
2 

Do. 

10 

Do. 

1 

1 

Do. 

1 

Do. 

1 

Do. 

1 

Do. 

1 

Do. 

m 

l 

Do. 

l 

Do. 

1 

Do. 

n 

9 

Do. 

17 

Do. 

A 

2 

Do. 

Do. 

23 

Do. 

25 

Do. 

25 

Do. 

* 

Do. 

J 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

21 

Do. 

no 
23 

Do. 

1 

Do. 

* 

Do. 

J 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
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1840 — January       1 — To  cash  paid  Dickie  Gait  in  advance  on  contract  for  meal  for  1840,  666  67 

Wm.  Edloe  for  wood,                 -  -  390  13 

Robert  P.  Waller  for  fresh  butter,  -  82  76 

Absalom  S.  Wells  for  pork,         -  -  1,050  00 

Elizabeth  Mason  for  negro  hire,    -  -  100  00 

do.                  do.       -  -  35  00 

W.  W.  Vest  &  Co.  for  merchandize,  -  1.6S3  90 

R.  H.  Graves  for  cart  harness,      -  5  63 

Jesse  Cole  blacksmith's  account,  -  15  03 

J.  W.  Randolph  for  paper,           -  3  60 

Allison  8c  Watt  for  crockery,        -  54  90 

Wyalt  &  White  for  flour,            -  78  33 

Sheldon  &  Maupin  merchandize,  -  444  20 

P.  J.  Barziza,  travelling  expense,  &c.  -  28  75 

G.  W.  Ball  for  horse  hire,  &c.      -  -  26  50 

Wm.  W.  Tyler  for  postage,  &c.  &c.  -  44  26 

Mary  A.  Gait  for  making  clothes,  -  35  88 

Pierce  &  Armistead,  account,      -  1  88 

Balance  due  the  hospital,        -  -  2,954  82 


1 

Do. 

1 

Do. 

4 

Do. 

4 

Do. 

4 

Do. 

8 

Do. 

10 

Do. 

10 

Do. 

10 

Do. 

10 

Do. 

10 

Do. 

10 

Do. 

10 

Do. 

10 

Do. 

10 

Do. 

10 

Do. 

14 

Do. 

$11,400  79    S  11,400  79 


14 — By  balance  due  from  the  treasurer, 


At  a  Court  of  Director*  for  the  Lunatic  Hospital  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  held  the  14<A  day  of  January  1840  : 

Jesse  Cole,  treasurer  of  the  hospital,  this  day  produced  his  account  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  com- 
mencing on  the  11th  day  of  July  1S39,  and  ending  on  the  1 4th  day  of  January  1840,  by  which  it  appears  that 
the  sum  of  S 2,954  82  cents  is  duo  from  the  treasurer  to  the  hospital;  which  said  account  was  examined  and 
allowed  by  the  court  and  ordered  to  be  certified  to  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  according  to  law. 

A  copy — Teste, 

.     JAS.  LEE,  ClcrL 
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(B.) 


List  of  Application*  now  on  file ;  their  respective  data,  and  data  of  reception  and  answer  of  the  tame :  also  place  of 

Patients'  residence. 


Patients'  Raaidcnca. 

Data  of  Application. 

Petersburg,  - 

1837,  August  10, 

1S37,  August  12, 

1837,  August  14, 

Female. 

Mercer, 

Uctober  29, 
November  5, 

it 

November  18, 

it 

November  22, 

Do. 

Charles  City, 

44 

ii 

18, 

it 

20, 

DO. 

1838 

,  January  30, 

1S3S,  January  31, 

183S,  February  2, 

Do. 

Braxton, 
Halifax, 

Nottoway,  - 

.March  id, 

44 

Anvil  Oil 

April  oU, 

May  4, 

Male. 

41 

June  22, 

June  27, 

it 

June  29, 
May  14, 

Female. 

May  5, 

3Iay  12, 

it 

Do. 

Nansemond, 

44 

April  iy, 

4  t 

A  Htl   A  4 

April  24, 

ii 

April  27, 

Do. 

Isle  of  \Y  ight, 

41 

3, 

"  17, 

tt 

mm  AA 

"  20, 

DO. 

Henrico, 

May  7, 

June  12, 

tt 

June  13, 

Male. 

Henrico, 

44 

June  19, 

4( 

"  20, 
"  12, 

tt 

"  22, 

Female. 

15runs\vick,  - 

4( 

U  a* 

5, 

44 

tt 

tt        «  C\ 

"  12, 

Mala 

Male. 

Warren, 

"  28, 

tt 

July  7, 

tt 

July  11, 

Female. 

T    1—        i*    W71  -La. 

Isle  of  W  ight, 

44 

March  31, 

Male. 

Fluvanna, 

May  1, 

ti 

May  8, 

tt 

May  9, 

Do. 

r  ranklin, 

44 

June  29, 

tt 

July  17, 

tt 

July  20, 

Lynchburg,  - 

44 

July  5, 

tt 

"  10, 

tt 

M  10, 

Do. 

Henry, 

*'  31, 

it 

August  14, 

it 

August  15, 

Male. 

Greene, 

TT_i;r__ 
Halifax, 

A   ■  ■              *■  OA 

August  30, 
Uccernber  d, 

ti 

September  5, 

tt 

September  7, 

Do. 

44 

ii 

December  11, 

it 

December  19, 

t  emalc 

Campbell, 

|( 

13, 

tt 

"  17, 

tt 

It  Ol 

Male. 

Sussex, 

|| 

September  7, 

ti 

September  25, 
October  2, 
September  25, 

it 

September  2S, 

Female. 

King  and  Queen, 

It 

it  OTf 

■t 

it 

October  3, 
September  28, 

Da 

Lynchburg, 

"  17, 

it 

it 

Tin 

Do. 

Loudoun, 

"  25, 

tt 

October  2, 

it 

October  3, 

Male. 

Loudoun, 

Uctober  13, 

tt 

25, 

tt 

"  26, 

DO. 

Lynchburg,  - 

44 

June  2D, 

it 

June  28, 

tt 

July  2, 
November  7, 

Tin 

1)0. 

Louisa, 

October  18, 

ct 

November  5, 

tt 

1 

Female. 

Prince  George, 

|4 

"  30, 

ti 

October  5, 
November  15, 

tt 

October  7, 
November  16, 

Male. 

Albemarle,  - 

44 

iiovctnber  15s, 

tt 

ti 

Do. 

Isle  ol  w ignt, 

i  (  oo 

it 

December  1, 

ii 

December  3, 

Female. 

Accomack,  - 

1839, 

January  5, 

1839,  January  12, 

1639,  January  16, 

Do. 

Monongalia, 

ii 

5, 

■i 

15, 

ii 

16, 

\i  «i^ 
Male. 

TJ-  JtV,_,| 

Ucdlorn, 

«< 

u  13. 

it 

19, 

it 

21, 

Female. 

City  of  Richmond,  - 

u 

17, 

tt 

19, 

tt 

21, 

Do. 

Nottoway,  - 

u 

"  19, 

ii 

"  29, 

tt 

30, 

Male. 

Henrico, 

ii 

February  11, 

it 

February  12, 
March  2, 

ti 

February  18, 

Do. 

Mecklenburcr. 

H 

14, 

it 

it 

March  6, 

Do. 

Fauquier,  - 

II 

15, 

tt 

it  o 

it 

"  6, 

Do. 

Hanover, 

II 

19, 

it 

February  28, 

it 

"  6, 

Madison, 
Franklin, 

■  > 

March  6, 

it 

March  12, 

it 

"  15, 

Male. 

It 

"  7, 

ii 

M  14, 

■i 

"  15, 

Do. 

Halifax, 

■  t 

February  21, 

•t 

2, 

tt 

"  6, 

Do. 

Campbell, 

If 

March  14, 

it 

«'  26, 

tt 

"  29 

Do. 

Charlotte,  - 
Lunenburg,  - 

II 

April  29, 
"  13, 

ii 

May  24, 

tt 

May  27,  ' 

Do. 

«< 

ii 

April  13, 

tt 

April  22, 

Female. 

Fluvanna, 
Nansemond, 

it 

May  15, 

ii 

Muy  24, 

it 

May  27, 

Male. 

it 

«  24, 

it 

«  28, 

•i 

"  29, 

Female. 

City  of  Richmond,  - 

It 

tt 

it 

ii  Oft 

ti 

"  29, 

Do. 

Smyth, 

tt 

"  22*. 

ii 

June  1, 

•i 

June  3, 

Male. 
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yy  csiuiurciuiiUf 

1  R1Q 

MW  oe 

nitty  **o, 

1S39,  June  1, 

1839,  June  3, 

Male. 

mecKienDurg, 

ii 

Tuna  1 

june  i, 

ii 

»  10, 

ii 

"  12, 

Do. 

i  f  .r  r\F  Piphmnnn  _ 

Vyliy  oi  lULniiiunu,  • 

ti 

Of 

ii 

"  14, 

M 

"  17, 

Female. 

WnlifnT 

f7iimlw*rlnnn  • 

V  Li  111       1  la  1  Ivl  | 

(< 

ii  -jo 

it 

«'  16, 
««  15, 

II 

"  17, 

Male. 

(4 

ti 

II 

"  17, 

Do. 

lica  lord, 

ii 

July  1, 

it 

July  6, 
"  6, 

M 

July  8, 

Do. 

iicnnco, 

li 

ii 

" 

« 

Do. 

1— I  o  m  nj  hi  Ti  >      _  — 
JlUillPSlllit-t 

II 

ii  <) 

•■ 

«  24, 

i< 

"  27, 

Female. 

Southampton, 

II 

ii  io 

ii 

"  24, 

it 

M  27, 

Male. 

Lewis, 

■  1 

«'  12, 

it 

"  24, 

ti 

"  27, 

Female. 

IViiir/'   l-'iKv'tri'l  - 

II 

if  oo 

ii 

August  3, 
"  7, 

ii 

M  6, 
August  9, 

Do. 

Louisa, 

|| 

.'VUgUSl  ~, 

ii 

it 

\  V  1  il  Itn  ■       n  lilt  f  .  r 

v>  i  inamsuurg, 

ii 

o, 

ii 

"  6, 

li 

"  6, 

Male. 

Essex, 

li 

li  OI 

311, 

•  <  OA 

it 

"  27, 

ii 

"  29, 

Do. 

Isle  of  Wight, 

II 

ii 

«  31, 
September  2, 

ii 

September  2, 

Do. 

C  besterfield ,  ■ 

II 

"  23, 

ii 

it 

4, 

Female. 

Warren, 

II 

««  28, 

ii 

«  3, 

li 

6, 

Male. 

II 

"  28. 
September  3, 

ii 

August  31, 
September  4, 

ii 

4, 

Female. 

City  of  Richmond,  - 

li 

it 

ii 

6,. 

Sussex, 
Halifax,  - 

II 

9, 

it 

11. 

H 

13, 

Do. 

II 

4, 

ii 

9. 

il 

11, 

Male. 

Loudoun, 

ii 

October  24, 

ii 

October  29, 

ii 

November  1, 

Female. 

Greene, 
Goochland,  - 

II 

"  18, 

it 

II  OQ 

II 

1, 

Male. 

II 

November  11, 
26, 

■i 

November  13, 

II 

"  16, 

Do. 

Henry, 

Total,  75 

(i 

ii 

December  7, 

II 

December  11, 

Do. 

JAS.  LEE,  Clerk. 
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(C.) 

A  LIST  OF  PATIENTS 


IN 


LUNATIC  HOSPITAL  IN  THE  CITY  OF  WILLIAMSBURG, 


ON  THE  FIRST  DAY  OF  JANUARY  1840; 


The  Ti 


when  Received;  their  Places  of  Residence;  (he  Expense  of  their  Removal  to  the  Hospital;  and  alto  aim 
of  those  who  were  Discharged  therefrom,  or  Died  therein,  during  the  year  1839. 


Names  cf 


Place  of  Residence. 


John  Burger, 
Hugh  Kerr, 
Charles  Scott, 
Thomas  G.  Pollard, 
John  Willoughbv, 
Tully  Scrugg, 
William  Stork, 
James  Cossy, 
John  Shrum, 
John  Lucas, 
Benjamin  Barnett, 
Gilbert  Simonlon, 
Georg-  Miller, 
Smith  Fox, 
John  Pvnes, 
Edward  A.  Stubbs, 
James  Scott, 
William  S.  Pennington, 
John  Hopkins, 
James  Round 
John  KinehUif, 

Benjamin  S.  Robertson, 
Harper  R.  Gallispie, 
William  W.  Buckley, 
Rohrrt  B.  Fontain, 
William  A.  Tribie, 
James  Wallap, 
Jeremiah  Stanley, 
Reuben  Adams, 
John  Voiniard, 
John  Daffin, 
John  Williams, 
James  Herndon, 


Washington, 

Accomack, 

City  of  Richmond, 

King  William, 

Nelson, 

New  Kent, 

Pittsylvania, 

Gloucester, 

Henrico, 

Culpeper, 

Madison, 

Prince  Edward, 

Shenandoah, 

Nelson, 

King  and  Queen, 

Gloucester, 

Franklin, 

Hanover, 

Norfolk  Borough, 

Loudoun, 

Prince  William, 

Patrick, 

Mecklenburg, 

Brunswick, 

Pittsylvania, 

Essex, 

Accomack, 

Russell, 

Charlotte, 

Isle  of  Wight, 

Stafford, 

Fauquier, 

Fauquier, 


fF hen  Received. 


Paid  for 
Removal. 


December 

1, 

1812, 

152  48 

November 

10, 

1815, 

61  25 

August 

19, 

1S17, 

16  50 

October 

2, 

1817, 

40  05 

June 

1, 

1818, 

67  97 

December 

6, 

1*20, 

11  21 

August 

6, 

1821, 

80  79.J 

June 

27, 

15  42 

July 

20, 

1822, 

16  25 

June 

25, 

1823, 

57  45 

April 

27, 

1825, 

88  55 

June 

11, 

1825, 

59  35 

July 

25, 

1825, 

94  63 

January 

6, 

1  826, 

73  33 

January 

23, 

1 826, 

26  SO 

August 

20, 

1831, 

18  30 

September  25, 

1831, 

135  82 

October 

3, 

1*32, 

34  72 

July 

28, 

1833, 

24  10 

March 

22, 

18:51, 

114  45 

June 

20, 

1834, 

99  30 

July 

10, 

186  96 

September 

4, 

1S34, 

92  50 

November  IS, 

1834, 

59  92 

December 

22, 

1834, 

125  08 

September  10, 

1835, 

39  70 

October 

7, 

1835, 

55  16 

October 

8, 

1835, 

230  88 

November 

9, 

ls:i.5, 

64  82 

December 

10, 

1835, 

26  46 

December 

21, 

1835, 

75  93 

March 

31, 

1S36, 

59  63 

March 

31, 

1  830, 

59  63  | 
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Nanus  of  Patients. 


J\'  hen  Received. 


Paid  for 
Removal. 


Gordon  Miller, 
Robert  Powell, 
Arthur  M.  Munns, 
William  Saunders, 
John  Bellamy, 
John  Moxley, 
Thomas  Alderson, 
John  Kellar, 
Miles  Hall, 
Thomas  J.  Good, 
Osborne  Elam, 
Cary  Mitchell, 
Isaac  Stalcap, 
Asa  Bradshaw, 
John  C.  Newton, 
Perry  Elliott, 
David  Causner, 
William  Boyles, 
Joseph  P.  Reynolds, 


Parthena  Thornhill, 
Sally  Patterson, 
Patsy  Mallett, 
Eleanor  Nott, 
Hannah  Cole, 
Ann  Pitt, 
Betsy  Kent, 
■  Emily  Green, 
Margaret  Monroe, 
Margaret  Mease, 
Nancy  Cubbage, 
Jane  Burn  well, 
Mary  E.  Gait, 
Eliza  Boyd, 
Martha  Gaines, 
Jane  Vaughn, 
Nancy  Ashlock, 
Eve  Jones, 
Elizabeth  Allcock, 
Amelia  Evans, 
Maria  Fatherley, 
Sally  Dullin, 
Elizabeth  White, 
Betsy  Pippin, 
Levina  Davis, 
Susan  Sparks, 


Lewis, 
Halifax, 
City  of 
Caroline, 
Cabell, 
Chesterfield, 
Charlotte, 
Randolph, 
Mecklenburg, 
Powhatan, 
Charlotte, 
Cumberland, 
Smythe, 
Nottoway, 
Loudoun, 
Wythe, 
Patrick, 
Randolph, 
Charlotte, 


Fauquier, 
Lynchburg, 
Mecklenburg, 
Preston, 

City  of  Williamsburg, 

Gloucester, 

Norfolk  Borough, 

Fredericksburg, 

Fauquier, 

Accomack, 

Madison, 

Hampshire, 

Portsmouth, 

Halifax, 

Amelia, 

Mecklenburg, 

James  City, 

City  of  Richmond, 

City  of  Richmond, 

Essex, 

Norfolk  Borough, 

Fauquier, 

Mathews, 

Russell, 

Monongalia, 

Washington,  


April 
May 
June 
July 
October 
December  9, 
February  13, 
February 
April 


16, 
2, 
20, 
21, 
IS, 


June 
June 
June 
June 
June 


H, 
26, 
14, 
14, 
16, 
16, 
19, 


September  8, 
October  30, 
January  24, 
August  6, 
January  26, 


March  31, 
November  20, 
July  25, 
May  23, 
October  18, 
November  23, 
November  29, 
February  3, 
December  23, 
February  9, 


9, 

19, 
20, 
17, 
26, 
10, 


March 
August 
August 
June 
June 
July 
September  8, 
September  10, 
September  10, 
October  3, 
November  13, 
September  27, 
May  25, 
June  6, 
March  23, 
June  12, 


1936, 
1836, 
1S3B, 
1836, 
1836, 
1836, 
1837, 
1837, 
1837, 
1837, 
1837, 
1837, 
1837, 
1837, 
1837, 
1837, 
1838, 
183S, 
1S39, 


1612, 
1621, 
1S23, 
1825, 
1628, 
1S30, 
1830, 
1832, 
1632, 
1833, 
1833, 
1S33, 
1S33, 
1934, 
1834, 
1835, 
1835, 
1835, 
1835, 
1835, 
1635, 
1S36, 
1837, 
1837, 
1838, 
1838, 


228  77 
126  06 
24  00 
42  64 
184  47 
30  40 
90  74 
176  84 
83  27 
51  80 
90  74 
65  70 
195  96 
45  00 
74  02 
190  55 
186  96 
ISO  96 
90  74 


44  93 

67  40 
59  05 

191  14 
2  80 
11  18 
24  10 
29  07 

68  84 

68  24 
G4  31 

106  37 

126  46 
40  00 
92  50 
00  40 
28  80 
28  80 
39  70 
24  10 

69  00 
28  38 

227  25 
208  50 
148  00 


No  estate  as  per  certificate. 


Males, 
Females, 


52 
26 


Total,  78 
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A  list  of  Patients  who  were  discharged,  or  who  died  in  the  Hospital  in  the  year  1839. 


Names  of  Patients. 

Place  of  Residence. 

When  Received. 

Paid  for 
Removal. 

When  Discharged  or  Died. 

William  Turner, 
William  Cheatham, 
William  Hargrove, 
Micajah  Camden, 

Maria  French, 
TabithaMilson, 
Mary  Richardson, 

Isle  of  Wight, 
Goochland, 
Isle  of  Wight, 
Amherst, 

Madison, 

Accomack, 

Sussex, 

Oct.  5,  1837, 
Nov.  18,1838, 
Jan.  10, 1S39, 
Feb.    4,  1839, 

Mar.  22,1837, 
Nov.  7, 1837, 
Dec.  16,1838, 

26  46 
60  40 

28  84 
106  40 

99  68 
87  61 

29  70 

Discharged  Oct.  17,  1839,  allowed  35. 
Eloped  July  1839. 

Discharged  Sep.  10, 1889,  allowed  15. 
Died  Oct.  15, 1839,  no  estate  as  per  cer- 
tificate. 

Died  June  12,  1839,  no  estate. 

Died  August  26,  1S39. 

Discharged  April  3,  1839,  and  allowed 

S5  to  pay  her  expenses  in  returning 

home. 

The  foregoing  list  is  correctly  made  from  the  register  kept  at  the  hospital  and  the  records  of  the  court  of 
directors  thereof. 


JAS.  LEE,  Clerk. 
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(D-) 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Directors  of  the  Lunatic  Hospital  at  Williamsburg,  appointed  December  15,  1839, 
with  instruction*  to  digest  a  system  of  Regulations  for  the  Government  of  the  Hospital,  and  report  the  same  to 
the  Board. 

In  addressing  themselves  to  the  duty  assigned  them,  the  committee  were  bound  to  bear  in  mind,  that  the 
circumstances  giving  rise  to  their  appointment  had  been  such  as  deeply  to  impress  every  member  of  the  board 
with  the  necessity  of  strict  subordination  in  the  institution.  The  importance  of  perfect  method  and  system  in 
all  details,  and  the  nature  of  the  duties  and  functions  of  the  various  officers,  alike  demand  a  subordination  not 
less  absolute  and  unquestioning  than  that  which  is  found  necessary  in  military  affairs.  Besides  this,  in  manag- 
ing the  affairs  of  an  institution  necessarily  hidden  from  the  public  eye,  it  is  impossible  to  secure  proper  respon- 
sibility, unless  some  one  officer  be  made  answerable  for  all  that  is  done,  and  therefore  invested  with  an  efficient 
authority  over  all  subordinate  agents.  Without  this,  we  have  seen  that  any  attempt  at  investigation  can  only 
lead  to  crimination  and  recrimination,  and  end  in  a  vague  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  the  board,  arising  from 
the  certainty  that  something  is  wrong,  without  clearly  perceiving  what  is  the  evil,  and  what  should  be  the 
remedy. 

The  one  thing  needful,  then,  for  a  vigorous  and  efficient  system  of  regulations,  is  a  proper  head  to  the  insti- 
tution. This  suggests  the  enquiry  who  is  and  who  ought  to  be  that  head  ?  The  6rst  question  is  easily  an- 
swered. It  is  the  superintendent.  But  is  the  supremacy  of  this  officer  actual  or  only  nominal :  Is  it,  on  the 
whole,  desirable  that  it  should  be  actual ;  and  if  not  actual,  ought  it  to  be  nominal  ? 

When  we  reflect  on  the  character  which  wc  should  seek  in  the  physician  of  a  lunatic  hospital,  and,  yet 
more,  when  we  contemplate  the  actual  character,  the  great  professional  experience  and  skill,  the  high  intellec- 
tual and  moral  endowments,  and  the  right  respect  and  authority,  which  in  spite  of  his  modesty  and  humility, 
associate  themselves  with  the  very  name  of  the  present  incumbent  of  that  office,  we  should  find  it  hard  to  6clect 
a  man  for  that  of  superintendent  worthy  to  be  placed  in  authority  over  him.  But  if  it  be  suggested  to  give  him 
the  control  of  the  superintendent,  all  must  see  the  impropriety  of  such  a  plan.  His  visits  are  occasional,  not  to 
the  hospital,  but  to  the  patients,  and  he  can  do  no  more  than  give  particular  orders  in  some  few  particular  cases, 
and  in  all  the  rest,  mere  general  directions,  in  conforming  to  which  the  superintendent  must  be  allowed  to  exer- 
cise a  discretion  as  various  as  the  caprices  of  madness  itself.  We  find  ourselves,  then,  in  this  dilemma.  The 
physician  cannot  be  set  over  the  superintendent,  because  he  does  not,  and  cannot,  possess  that  minute  acquain- 
tance witb  all  the  circumstances  of  every  case,  which  alone  can  enable  any  man  to  regulate  all  the  details  of  moral 
discipline.  On  the  other  band,  the  superintendent,  who  is  supposed  to  possess  this  knowledge,  cannot  be  sup- 
posed to  be  endowed  with  the  capacity  to  understand  the  pathology  of  the  diseases,  and  to  judge  of,  and  apply, 
the  remedies  appropriate  to  every  case.  He  is  but  the  nurse,  who  may  report  the  symptoms  to  the  doctor,  but 
who  must  not  venture  to  judge  of  or  prescribe  for  them.  In  this  difficulty  it  has  seemed  to  the  committee  that 
the  remedy  is  to  be  found  in  a  union  of  the  offices  of  superintendent  and  physician  in  the  same  person  ;  in  re- 
quiring him  to  give  his  whole  time  to  the  institution,  and  to  reside  in  it.  This  measure,  therefore,  they  would 
unhesitatingly  recommend,  were  there  no  obstacles  in  the  way  of  its  adoption ;  but  there  are  such.  The 
present  salary  of  the  physician  is  adjusted  to  the  nature  of  the  service  rendered  by  him,  and  is  supposed  to 
be  not  more  than  an  adequate  compensation  for  that  amount  of  service.  But  when  it  is  proposed  to  require  of 
him  a  surrender  of  his  private  practice,  and  a  devotion  of  his  whole  time  to  the  institution,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  provide  a  salary  which  shall  pay  for  bis  whole  time.  When  we  reflect,  moreover,  that  the  interests  of 
the  public  demand  that  an  office  of  so  much  trust,  and  requiring  so  much  skill,  be  filled  by  a  man  of  those  high 
professional  endowments,  that  untiring  industry,  unquestionable  moral  worth,  and  deep  practical  wisdom  which, 
in  private  practice,  are  sure  to  command  the  most  ample  remuneration,  we  see  that  the  emoluments  of  the  office 
ought  not  to  fall  far  below  the  same  standard.  Looking,  then,  to  the  rate  of  appropriation  commonly  made  for 
the  service  of  the  hospital,  we  find  no  fund  at  the  command  of  the  board  for  the  payment  of  the  requisite  salary, 
but  one  to  be  made  up  of  the  present  salaries  of  superintendent  and  physician.  This,  it  appears  to  the  com- 
mittee, would  not  be  quite  adequate,  but  even  this  would  be  subject  to  a  partial  curtailment.  1  here  are  many  du- 
ties now  performed  by  the  present  superintendent,  which  more  properly  belong  to  the  office  of  a  steward. 
These  duties  would,  in  the  view  of  the  committee,  be  quite  incompatible  with  the  more  important  calls  upon 
the  time  of  a  medical  superintendent.  He  should  be  discharged  from  them,  and  be  put  in  condition  to  devote 
bis  whole  attention  to  the  study  of  the  various  phases  of  that  strange  mysterious  disease,  which  remains  to  this 
day  a  riddle  to  the  profession.  Supposing,  therefore,  the  present  office  of  superintendent  to  be  cut  down  to  that 
of  steward,  with  a  salary  of  $500.  There  would  remain  only  the  remainder  of  his  salary,  to  wit,  $500,  to  be 
added  to  that  of  a  physician,  to  be  charged  at  the  same  time  with  the  other  duties  and  all  the  responsibilities  of 
a  superintendent. 
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Another  obstacle  occurs  in  the  want  of  proper  accommodations  within  the  institution  for  such  a  superinten- 
dent and  his  family.  The  end  proposed  in  such  a  union  of  functions  calls  (or  the  constant  presence  of  that  offi- 
cer. While  it  is  not  supposed  that  he  should  be  strictly  confined  to  the  walls  of  the  institution,  and  restricted 
in  the  enjoyment  of  intercourse  with  bis  friends  and  needful  recreation,  still  it  is  deemed  necessary  that  no  duty 
to  his  family  or  others  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  or  interrupt  his  attention  to  those  of  his  official  station.  The 
hospital,  therefore,  should  be  the  home  of  him  and  his.  But  the  board  are  aware,  that  there  are  no  accommo- 
dations in  the  building,  proper  for  the  use  of  such  a  person,  and  that,  on  the  present  scale  of  appropriation,  there 
are  no  means  of  erecting  any  such. 

One  additional  remark  may  be  proper.  If  the  board  possessed  the  necessary  funds,  the  changes  suggested 
above  would  probably  be  within  their  legal  competency;  and  yet  it  might  be  indiscreet,  and  disrespectful  to  the 
legislature,  to  make  such  changes  without  first,  in  some  way,  obtaining  an  indication  of  the  sense  of  that  body. 
A  means  of  doing  this  is  presented  by  the  very  difficulties  of  the  case.  Should  the  idea  contained  in  this  report 
be  laid  before  the  legislature,  accompanied  with  an  estimate  of  the  additional  appropriation  which  their  adoption 
would  render  necessary,  then  the  granting  or  withholding  such  appropriation  might  be  taken  as  an  expression  of 
the  approbation  or  disapprobation  of  the  legislature.  A  more  precise  and  authoritative  declaration  might  be 
given,  by  a  law  declaring  that  the  superintendent  should  be  a  physician  of  established  reputation,  and  fixing  his 
salary,  together  with  that  of  the  steward.  Supposing  this  change  to  be  made,  the  committee  would  farther  re- 
commend the  adoption,  in  most  essential  particulars,  of  the  regulations  of  the  hospital  at  Worcester,  Massachu- 
setts. Some  modifications  might  be  rendered  proper  by  the  structure  of  our  society,  and  to  some  purposes  the 
authority  of  the  legislature  might  be  necessary,  and  should  be  invoked.  Should  the  institution  be  established 
on  this  basis,  the  committee  would  recommend,  that  there  be  placed  under  the  superintendent,  at  least  four 
white  subordinates,  to  wit:  a  steward  with  an  assistant,  in  the  male  department,  and  a  matron  with  an  assis- 
tant, in  the  female  department.  There  should,  also,  be  under  these  attendants,  who  should  be  subject  to  their 
control  and  command,  and  whose  duties  should  be  performed,  as  much  as  possible,  under  their  eye.  The  vhoie 
time  of  all  these  persons  should  be  the  property  of  the  institution,  and  they  should  never  receive  compensation 
beyond  their  respective  salaries  for  any  service  whatever.  What  these  services  arc  to  be  should  be  prescribed 
by  the  superintendent,  under  the  direction  of  the  board,  and  so  regulated  as  to  afford  them  full  employment  If 
the  matron  or  her  assistant  has  leisure  to  work  with  the  needle,  let  them  do  so  for  the  benefit  of  tfie  institution.  If 
the  steward  or  his  assistant  can  be  profitably  employed  in  any  work,  not  menial  or  degrading,  let  it  be  done  in 
like  manner.  It  is  farther  suggested,  that,  in  order  to  render  trie  institution  less  chargeable  to  the  state,  and  more 
beneficial  to  those  whose  cases  afford  a  hope  of  cure,  the  board  be  authorized  to  discharge  hopeless  but  harmless 
patients,  or  be  furnished  with  the  means  of  buying  a  small  farm,  where  they  may  be  kept  employed  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  institution.  A  small  sum  laid  out  in  this  way,  might  be  expected  to  save  all  the  expenditure  for 
corn,  and  much  of  that  for  pork,  milk,  butter  and  fresh  meats. 

It  is  also  deemed  desirable  that  the  board  have  power  to  authorize  more  comfortable  and  expensive  accom- 
modations for  patients  whose  cases  may  be  thought  to  require  them,  and  that  in  all  cases  of  such  patients 
whose  private  estates  are  sufficient  for  their  maintenance,  the  additional  expense  should  be  charged  to  their 
estates. 

In  conclusion  of  this  branch  of  their  report,  your  committee  suggest  that  the  ideas  embodied  therein  be  re- 
spectfully laid  before  the  legislature  in  the  next  annual  report  of  the  board  of  directors. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAS.  LEE,  Clerk. 
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COMMUNICATION  OF  THE  SECOND  AUDITOR. 


SECOND  AUDITOR'S  OFFICE, 
18th  February  1840. 

SIR, 

Enclosed  is  a  communication  to  the  house  of  delegates  in  relation  to  such  of  the  joint  stock  c 
panies  in  which  the  state  is  interested,  as  have  failed  to  make  reports  to  the  Board  of  public  works. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN,  Jr.,  Second  Auditor. 

The  honourable  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  second  auditor  report  to  this  house  whether  any  joint  stock  companies  in  which  the 
state  is  a  stockholder,  have  failed  to  make  reports  to  the  Board  of  public  works,  if  any,  what  companies  have 
failed  to  report,  and  the  interest  said  Board  of  public  works  has  in  such  companies." 

SECOND  AUDITOR'S  OFFICE, 
18th  February-  1840. 

To  the  House  of  Delegates. 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  bouse  of  delegates  of  the  14th  instant,  of 
which  tho  foregoing  is  a  copy,  I  have  the  honour  to  make  the  following  report : 

Reports  for  the  past  year  exhibiting  the  state  of  the  pecuniary  afiairs  of  the  joint  stock  companies  in  which 
the  commonwealth  is  a  stockholder,  and  the  condition  of  the  various  improvements  under  the  direction  of  those 
companies  have  been  very  generally  received.  Those  which  came  to  hand  in  due  time  accompanied  the  24th 
annual  report  of  the  Board  of  public  works,  which  was  laid  before  the  legislature  in  a  printed  form  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session.  Such  as  have  been  subsequently  received  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  public  prin- 
ter, and  will  also,  when  completed,  be  sent  in. 

The  following  companies  have  failed  to  make  reports,  viz: 
The  James  river  and  Kanawha  company. 

Subscription  by  the  state  (three-fifths,)  ------  3,000,000 

Guarantee  by  the  state  of  the  company's  bonds,    -----  1,600,000 



$  4,500,000 

The  Richmond  dock  company. 

Subscription  of  the  state  (two-fifths,)    -  -  62,500 

Loan  to  company  of 


The  Huntersville  and  Warm  Springs  turnpike  company. 

Subscription  of  the  state  (two-fifths,)  - 
The  Lcwisburg  and  Blue  Sulphur  Springs  turnpike  company. 

Subscription  of  the  state  (two-fifths,) 
The  Fairfax  turnpike  company. 

Subscription  of  the  state  (two-fifths,)  - 


50,000 

  112,500 

6,400 
4,000 
5,400 
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The  causes  which  have  prevented  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company  from  presenting  their  report  arc 
given  in  a  paper  herewith  transmitted,  which  was  placed  in  my  hands  by  the  member  of  the  Board  of  public 
works  therein  alluded  to. 

I  am  unable  to  account  for  the  failure  of  the  Huntersville  and  Warm  springs  and  the  Lcwisburg  and  Blue 
Sulphur  springs  turnpike  companies  to  transmit  their  reports. 

No  report  of  any  description  has  been  received  from  the  Richmond  dock  company  since  December  1S35. 
The  Board  of  public  works  has  regularly  made  an  annual  appointment  of  a  proxy,  and  two  directors  to  attend 
to  the  interest  of  the  state  in  this  costly  and  important  improvement,  and  have  endeavoured,  but  without  suc- 
cess, to  procure  a  knowledge  of  its  actual  condition.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders 
has  not  been  held  for  twenty  years  past. 

Why  no  report  has  been  received  from  the  Fairfax  turnpike  company,  will  be  sufficiendy  shewn  by  extracts 
from  the  communication  of  the  proxy  of  the  state  in  that  company,  contained  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Board 
of  public  works  to  the  legislature  now  in  session,  (pogc  170.) 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  BROWN  Jr. 

Second  Auditor. 

In  reporting  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company  as  one  of  the  companies  that  have  failed  to  report  to 
the  Board  of  public  works,  it  is  due  to  that  company  to  state  that  the  president  thereof  called  upon  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  public  works  in  the  month  of  November,  and  informed  him,  and  requested  him  to  communicate 
the  information  to  the  Board  of  public  works,  that  the  report  from  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company  to 
that  board  had  not  been  made  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  resolution  of  the  general  assembly,  by  reason 
of  peculiar  and  unexpected  circumstances  which  had  recently  occurred  ;  that  being,  by  the  charter,  the  report- 
ing officer  of  the  company,  and  being  detained  in  the  western  country  by  the  indisposition  and  ultimate  death 
of  a  member  of  his  family,  he  was  unable  to  prepare  a  report  within  the  required  time ;  but  that  it  was  his  in- 
tention, in  reporting  at  the  end  of  the  present  year,  to  carry  back  his  report  to  the  period  of  his  last  annual  re- 
port to  the  Board  of  public  works. 
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Mr.  SOUTHALL, 

» 

KBOM  THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  JOINT  RESOLUTIONS  FROM  THE 

STATE  OF  NEW  JERSEY, 

MADE  THE 

FOLLOWING  REPORT: 

The  committee  to  whom  has  been  referred  the  joint  resolutions  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  New 
Jersey,  relative  to  the  exclusion  of  five  of  the  persons  commissioned  as  representatives  of  that  state  in  the  26th 
congress  of  the  United  Slates,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  respectfully  submit  thereon  the  fol- 
lowing 

REPORT: 

That  the  joint  resolutions  of  the  general  assembly  of  New  Jersey,  communicated  through  her  executive, 
coming  as  they  do  from  so  high  a  source,  claim,  apart  from  the  grave  and  important  subject  which  they  embrace, 
the  most  calm  and  deliberate  consideration  from  a  sister  stale.  Confederated  as  are  the  six  and  twenty  republics 
of  the  Union,  allied  for  their  common  defence  and  general  welfare,  it  becomes  each  and  all,  in  furtherance  of 
the  common  objects  for  which  their  compact  was  formed,  to  give  to  the  communications  of  each  that  respectful 
regard  and  high  consideration  at  all  times  due  from  one  sovereign  state  to  another — and  whenever  the  just  rights 
and  sovereign  claims  of  any  shall  be  denied,  or  invaded,  to  make  common  cause  for  prompt  and  immediate  re- 
dress: for  as  parties  to  the  compact  of  union,  equal  in  power,  equal  in  their  reserved  rights,  equal  in  their  fede- 
dcral  character,  and  mingling  in  the  national  councils  upon  terms  of  equality,  it  follows  that  an  outrage  upon,  or 
an  invasion  of  the  rights  and  constitutional  claims  of  one,  affects  alike  each  and  all — and  each  alike  should  feci 
the  wound  inflicted  upon  any,  and  upon  the  mere  principles  of  self-defence,  hasten  to  the  protection  of  each 
oilier. 

The  stale  of  New  Jersey,  through  ber  official  and  legally  constituted  authorities,  complains,  "  that  the  late 
acts  of  a  portion  of  the  representatives  from  the  several  states,  by  which  five  of  the  persons  who  wero  duly 
commissioned  under  the  great  seal  of"  that  state,  "  as  her  representatives  in  the  twenty-sixth  congress  of  the 
United  States,  were  prevented  from  exercising  their  rights  and  discharging  their  duties  as  such  representatives, 
were  a  palpable  violation  of  the  constitution  and  of  the  parliamentary  law  established  by  reason  and  unvarying 
usage,  a  precedent  of  most  alarming  and  dangerous  character,  and  a  gross  outrage  upon  the  rights  and  feelings 
of  the  people  of"  that  state. 

It  will  be  conceded  by  all,  if  this  complaint  be  well  founded,  if  a  portion  of  the  duly  commissioned  repre- 
sentatives of  the  state  of  New  Jersey  to  the  twenty-sixth  congress  of  the  United  States,  have  been  illegally  and 
improperly  excluded  by  the  action  of  a  majority  of  the  other  individuals  present  and  acting  as  the  representa- 
tives of  the  other  states,  that  it  comes  to  us  in  a  character,  and  assumes  an  importance  deeply  interesting  to  those 
who  cherish  the  wish  to  see  our  federal  system,  in  its  original  form,  creation  and  design,  preserved  ana  perpetu- 
ated— to  behold  irr  the  operations  of  this  system,  the  federal  and  state  authorities  moving  in  their  legitimate 
paths ;  each  confined  to  the  constitutional  orb  prescribed,  and  the  several  states,  in  the  national  councils  of  the 
country,  meeting  together  with  the  rights  and  privileges,  the  weight  and  representation  secured  to  each  under 
the  federal  charter.  In  the  perfect  security  of  these  nigh  and  sacred  immunities  all  the  states  are  alike  con- 
cerned— all  interested  in  the  protection  of  each  in  its  constitutional  prerogatives,  and  intimately  associated  in  a 
common  defence  as  they  arc  in  a  common  fate.  If  one  shall  be  oppressed  and  outraged,  shall  be  denied  its 
proper  and  full  participation  in  the  administration  of  the  general  interests,  shall  be  curtailed  of  its  fair  propor- 
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tions  as  an  equal  with  the  others,  the  destiny  of  such  will  soon  be  that  of  another,  until  precedent  becoming 
authority,  the  rights  and  claims  of  others  will  sooner  or  later  fall  before  the  rude  assaults  of  power  and  usur- 
pation. 

In  approaching  then  this  most  delicate  and  absorbing  question,  one  of  grave  constitutional  law,  claiming 
the  cool  and  dispassionate  consideration  of  every  patriot  and  every  devoted  friend  to  the  rights  of  the  states, 
your  committee  trust  that  its  examination  will  be  made  in  the  calm  spirit  which  should  characteiize,  as  well 
enquiry  after  truth,  as  the  fundamental  principles  belonging  to  the  union  of  these  stales — that  we  come  to  it 
freed  from  all  party  excitement  or  party  prejudices — that  upon  the  altar  of  our  common  country,  to  which  we 
all  owe  allegiance,  and  around  which  it  is  to  be  hoped,  whatever  our  political  differences,  all  are  ready  to  gather, 
we  are  prepared,  upon  questions  of  high  import  and  of  organic  law,  to  lay  down  the  arms  of  mere  party  strife; 
to  look  above  its  poor  and  temporary  triumphs,  and  to  rise  to  the  station  and  the  lofty  privilege  which  belongs 
to  the  representatives  of  a  free  and  confiding  people.  Having  a  common  inheritance,  derived  from  a  common 
ancestry,  passengers  alike  in  the  same  vessel,  tending  to  the  same  political  destiny,  equally  and  jointly  interest- 
ed in  the  cargo  aboard,  fated  to  bear  together  its  losses,  and  promised  to  share  equally  the  fruits  of  the  voyage, 
it  behooves  us,  as  one  people,  sensible  of  the  high  and  sacred  responsibility  attached  to  us,  to  be  at  all  limes 
ready,  amidst  threatened  dangers  and  perils,  to  come  with  one  heart  and  one  feeling  to  the  common  defence  of 
all — to  re-assert,  when  necessary,  the  great  and  fundamental  truths  first  proclaimed  by  our  fathers,  and  to  throw 
around  the  pillars  of  our  political  institutions  new  and  additional  safeguards. 

With  such  feelings  alone  your  committee  hope  to  approach  this  subject ;  and  with  such  feelings  only  they 
doubt  not  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia  will  meet  and  decide  it.  It  is  one  vital  in  its  character,  and  upon 
the  correct  decision  of  which  by  the  people  of  these  United  States,  the  future  repose,  harmony  and  securitv  of 
our  national  councils  and  national  institutions  most  intimately  depend.  The  peaceable  and  orderly  assembfage 
and  organization  of  the  congress  of  the  Union,  the  only  channel  through  which  the  will  of  the  people  of  the 
several  stales  can  be  ascertained,  is  as  essential  to  the  safety  of  the  country,  as  it  is  necessary  to  claim  for  the 
acts  of  that  body  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  public.  A  period  of  fifty  years  has  elapsed  since  the  adop- 
tion of  the  federal  constitution ;  and  through  all  the  changes,  excitements  and  political  strifes  of  this  long  period, 
no  incident  has  occurred  in  the  organization  of  the  national  legislature  so  mortifying  to  the  patriot,  so  calculated 
to  impair  and  shake  the  fabric  of  the  government,  to  awaken  and  alarm  the  apprehensions  of  the  friends  of  the 
Union  as  to  its  stability,  as  the  recent  distressing  scene  exhibited  at  Washington. 

The  history  of  the  past  informs  us,  that  some  of  the  best  and  wisest  men  engaged  in  the  holy  work  of  con- 
structing the  existing  federal  government,  entertained  conflicting  views  and  opinions  as  to  its  character  and  ultimate 
destiny.  We  arc  apprised,  that  in  'S9,  when  the  operation  of  this  government  had  but  recently  commenced,  w  hen 
the  hopes  of  some  and  the  fears  of  others  were  alive  to  the  mighty  experiment  then  originating,  when  a  Henry 
denounced  what  a  Washington  approved,  that  Jefferson,  alike  patriotic  with  others,  and  in  political  wisdom  sur- 
passed by  none,  who  about  that  period  commenced  his  illustrious  republican  campaign,  and  who  by  the  wisdom  of 
his  councils,  and  a  stern  devotion  to  his  principles,  led  his  votaries  triumphantly  through  so  many  well-fought 
fields,  that  Jefferson  felt  serious  apprehensions  as  to  the  future  operation  of  the  system — that  at  that  early  period 
he  tells  Madison,  his  eolabourer  in  the  great  cause  of  human  rights,  that  the  "  tyranny  of  the  legislature  was  the 
danger  then  most  to  be  feared,  that  this  would  continue  for  many  years  then  to  come,  but  that  the  tyranny  of  the 
executive  power  would  come  in  its  turn,  though  at  a  more  distant  day" — and  without  stopping  to  enquire  how 
far  this  prophecy  has  been  fulfilled,  or  is  fulfilling,  it  should  serve  at  least  as  a  warning  to  us  from  him  who,  by 
the  republicans  of  Virginia,  was  ever  looked  to  as  the  oracle  of  political  truths.  It  should  serve  at  least  to  ad- 
monish us,  that  the  utmost  vigilance  is  required  on  the  part  of  those  professing  republican  principles,  and  who 
are  sincere  in  the  desire  to  sustain  the  institutions  of  the  country  in  their  republican  purity  and  original  design — 
that  of  all  the  departments  of  the  government,  the  house  of  representatives,  constituting  the  popular  branch, 
emanating  directly  and  biennially  from  the  people,  presumed  to  reflect,  as  from  a  centre,  the  embodied  will  of 
their  constituents, Without  whose  agency  they  cannot  be  reached,  and  who  in  theory  as  it  should  be  in  practice, 
form  the  shield  of  their  persons  ami  property,  the  house  of  representatives,  occupying  so  high  and  responsible  a 
station,  and  required  to  discharge  so  sacred  and  delicate  a  trust,  should,  in  order  to  give  weight  and  character 
to  their  acts,  and  to  command  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  public,  be  emphatically  what  the  constitution 
has  provided,  and  the  wisdom  of  its  framers  intended  :  that  in  its  assemblage  at  the  regular  periods,  each  and 
every  part  of  this  wide  confederacy  should,  with  its  commissioned  representatives,  if  present  and  ready  to  par- 
ticipate in  its  organization,  be,  then  and  there,  allowed  to  enter  upon  their  duties,  to  exercise  their  privileges, 
and,  for  the  time  being,  to  claim  and  occupy  their  seats — that  each  and  every  member,  returned  as  such,  exhibit- 
ing the  regular  and  legal  credential  of  his  election,  should,  without  question  or  objection  at  the  time,  stand  pre- 
cisely upon  the  same  and  like  equality,  and  be  entitled  to  the  same  and  like  participation  in  the  organization  of 
the  body.  A  different  principle  or  rule  of  action  would,  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  lead  to  the  most  dis- 
organizing and  disastrous  consequences — one  which  no  friend  of  order,  or  the  institutions  of  his  country,  can  de- 
sire to  witness:  which  must,  in  times  of  evil  passions,  of  contending  factions,  of  the  bitter  and  angry  strifes  of 
political  warfare,  tend  to  anarchy  and  commotion ;  and  endanger,  if  it  does  not  ultimately  overthrow,  the  very 
pillars  of  our  political  temple. 
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Experience  reads  to  us  a  lesson,  which,  however  much  it  may  mortify  our  pride  and  self  esteem,  teaches 
us  the  melancholy  truth,  that  governments  and  laws  are  essentially  necessary  to  shield  and  protect  us  from  each 
other — to  guard  and  shelter  us  from  our  own  infirmities,  and  to  check  the  evil  propensities  of  our  nature,  whe- 
ther displayed  in  a  public  or  private  station :  hence,  in  all  well  organized  governments,  the  various  checks  and 
balances,  the  separation  of  its  various  departments,  and  the  solemn  injunction,  that  one  shall  not  exercise  the 
]»wers  conferred  upon  another. 

With  these  self-evident  and  acknowledged  truths,  your  committee  enter  upon  an  examination  of  the  sub- 
ject presented  by  the  state  of  New  Jersey—declared  by  her  as  a  violation  of  her  constitutional  claims  and  so- 
vereign rights,  and  as  an  infringement  of  the  compact  of  union,  and  the  equal  prerogatives  of  the  respective 
parties  to  it. 

Though  the  congress  of  the  United  States  has  been  in  session  since  the  first  Monday  in  December  last,  the 
state  of  New  Jersey,  entitled  to  six  representatives  in  the  popular  branch,  has  had  but  one  admitted  to  a  seat  on 
the  Uoor  of  that  house ;  and  though  her  elections  for  such  representatives  were  held  at  the  time  and  places  pre- 
scribed by  law,  and  five  other  individuals,  on  that  day  presented  themselves  with  credentials  in  strict  confor- 
mity with  her  election  laws,  and  in  exact  character  with  the  credential  of  the  admitted  member,  they  have  been 
excluded  from  their  seats,  and  the  stale,  with  the  exception  mentioned,  disfranchised  and  repulsed  from  the  na- 
tional councils.  This  novel  and  extraordinary  proceeding  is  attempted  to  be  justified  upon  the  alleged  ground, 
that  five  other  individuals  actually  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  in  the  election,  and  from  fraud,  or 
some  other  cause,  were  improperly  deprived  of  the  return  to  which  they  were  entitled. 

By  the  4th  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitution,  it  is  provided,  "  that  the  times,  places  and  manner 
of  holding  elections  for  senators  and  representatives,  shall  be  prescribed  in  each  stale  by  the  legislature  there- 
of ;  but  the  congress  may,  at  any  time,  by  law,  make  or  alter  such  regulations,  except  as  to  the  places  of  choos- 
ing senators."  And  by  the  5lh  section  of  the  same  article,  it  is  provided,  that  "each  house  shall  be  the  judge 
of  the  elections,  returns  and  qualifications  of  its  own  members."  Congress  having  declined  to  exercise  the 
power  reserved  to  it  by  the  constitution  as  to  the  election  and  return  of  its  members,  such  power  has  been  exer- 
cised by  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states — and  each  state  has,  for  itself,  "  prescribed"  the  mode  and  man- 
ner of  electing  and  returning  its  own  respective  members.  In  this,  the  states  are  but  fulfilling  the  provisions  of 
the  federal  constitution,  to  which  each  and  all  are  parties.  It  is  not  denied,  that  New  Jersey  is  entitled  to  six 
representatives  on  the  floor  of  the  house  of  representatives — that,  in  order  to  obtain  her  just  and  equal  voice  in 
the  deliberations  and  action  of  that  body,  she  has,  by  law,  in  pursuance  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
"  prescribed"  the  time,  places  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  such  representatives — that,  in  pursuance  of 
such  audiority,  an  election  was  held,  as  "  prescribed"  by  the  authority  of  that  state — and  that  certain  indivi- 
duals at  the  time  and  place  for  the  meeting  of  congress  then  and  there  appeared,  produced  their  commissions 
as  the  representatives  of  that  state,  and  demanded  the  right  to  unite  and  act  with  the  representatives  from  the 
other  states  in  forming  and  organizing  a  house  of  representatives. 

As  from  the  laws  now  in  force,  the  states  have  the  sole  and  absolute  authority  of  regulating  the  elections  of 
members  of  the  house  of  representatives,  of  prescribing  the  form  and  character  of  the  evidence  which  the  re- 
presentatives from  each  shall  bear  of  their  title  to  seats,  it  becomes  us  to  enquire  what  effect  the  6th  section  of 
the  first  article  of  the  constitution  has  upon  this  previous  action  of  the  stales  ?  "  Each  house  shall  be  the  judge 
of  the  elections,  returns  and  qualifications  of  ils  own  members."  It  is  seen,  at  once,  upon  a  simple  reading  of 
this  provision  of  the  constitution,  that  before  it  can  operate,  or  be  made  to  apply  to  any  existing  case,  there  must 
be  a  house — whether  the  enquiry  he  as  to  membership  in  the  senate  or  the  house  of  representatives — that  before 
the  election,  or  the  return,  if  such  return  be  in  the  form  prescribed  by  law,  can  be  made  the  subject  of  enquiry, 
the  house  to  which  such  return  applies  must  have  organized.  Organized  how  ?  organized  by  the  individuals,  as- 
sembled together,  being  possessed,  at  the  time,  with  the  returns  as  "prescribed"  by  law,  entitling  them  to  consti- 
tute a  senate  or  house  of  'representatives.  Organized,  not  by  A,  B  and  C  presenting  themselves,  and  wilhout 
credentials,  claiming  membership — but  by  exhibiting  a  return,  duly  and  formally  certified,  evidencing  their  right, 
for  the  time  being,  to  take  their  seats,  and  participate  in  the  organization  of  the  body.  Whilst  it  may  be  conceded, 
that  before  a  regular  organization  of  the  house  is  had,  the  "returns"  of  the  various  members  are  to  be  looked 
into,  to  ascertain  whether  they  are  in  the  form  "  prescribed"  by  law,  it  is  denied  that  any  action,  touc  hing  the 
validity  of  such  return,  provided  it  is  in  the  mode  "prescribed"  by  law,  can  be  had,  legally  or  constitutionally, 
until  the  commissioned  members  present  shall  have  become,  in  law  and  in  fact,  a  house,  duly  qualified  to  trans- 
act the  business  confided  to,  and  exercise  the  powers  conferred  upon,  it  by  the  constitution.  And  the  error,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  committee,  into  which  some  seem  to  have  fallen  in  the  examination  of  this  question  is,  in  losing 
sight  of  the  provisions  of  the  fundamental  law  of  the  land,  paramount  to  all  others,  requiring  the  formation  of 
the  house  to  precede,  as  it  should  precede,  all  enquiry  into  the  elections,  returns  and  qualifications  of  its  members, 
except  the  simple  and  necessary  duty,  prior  to  a  full  organization,  of  ascertaining  that  the  returns  are  in  the  pre- 
scribed form— contending,  as  they  appear  to  do,  that,  prior  to  such  organization  as  a  legislative  body,  a  mere 
assemblage  of  individuals,  acting  wilhout  a  record  or  journal  of  their  proceedings,  i;i  joined  upon  each  house  by 
the  constitution,  irresponsible  to  the  people,  sitting  amidst  tumult  and  disorder,  may  disfranchise  whom  they 
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will,  and  declare  themselves  alone  to  be  the  only  true  legally  qualified  representatives.  The  wisdom  and  fore- 
cast of  the  framers  of  the  constitution  are  conspicuously  exhibited  in  the  language  they  have  used  upon  this 
most  interesting  subject.  It  was  to  guard  against  the  possibility  of  a  state  of  things  such  as  has  arisen  in  the 
New  Jersey  representation — to  guard  against  the  throes  and  convulsions  which  must  too  often  attend  political 
assemblies,  in  times  of  high  party  excitement,  when  wc  are  too  apt  to  forget  right  in  struggling  for  political  vic- 
tories. 

If  the  principle  be  conceded,  that  before  the  organization  of  a  legislative  body,  a  portion  or  a  majority  of  the 
individuals  claiming  membership,  may  assemble  and  decide  upon  the  rights  of  others,  may  erect  themselves  into 
a  tribunal  to  pass  upon  the  credentials  and  commissions  of  such  others,  though  in  perfect  and  legal  form,  to  ex- 
clude from  their  deliberations  all  who  may  be  obnoxious,  or  to  admit  such  as  shall  be  acceptable,  to  carry  on 
the  system  of  purgation  until  their  passions,  or  prejudices,  or  interests  shall  be  satisfied,  it  requires  no  prophet 
to  foresee,  and,  foreseeing,  to  foretell,  that  in  times  of  party  bitterness  and  party  strife,  when  the  wholesome  re- 
straints of  law  and  order  are  most  in  need  to  check  the  excesses  of  the  day,  the  institutions  of  no  country  can 
long  withstand  the  shocks  and  violence  with  which  tbey  will  be  assailed. 

If,  before  the  organization  of  the  house,  the  seats  of  members,  duly  commissioned,  are  liable  to  be  contested, 
if  the  right  exists  at  all,  then  is  it  general,  and  appertains  to  each  and  all.  If  one,  holding  a  regular  re- 
turn, has  the  privilege  to  challenge  the  claim  of  another  holding  a  like  return,  such  privilege  is  necessarily  reci- 
procal; and  the  absurd,  though  destructive,  consequence  follows,  that  the  claim  of  each  and  all  to  a  seat  may 
be  at  one  and  the  same  time  equally  and  effectually  assailed.  The  challenge  of  one,  under  such  circumstances, 
being  as  potent  as  another,  no  house  could  ever  be  formed,  as  required  by  the  constitution,  to  "judge  of  the  elec- 
tions, returns  and  qualifications  of  its  numbers."  Organization  could  never  be  effected — the  difficulty  would  be 
insurmountable,  and  the  appalling  and  frightful  scene  would  be  exhibited,  by  so  glaring  a  departure  from  the 
dictates  of  reason,  and  the  rule  ot  right,  of  a  body  of  men  commissioned  as  the  law  prescribes  to  act  as  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  becoming  utterly  unable  to  form  or  constitute  themselves  into  a  regular  organized  bouse 
duly  empowered  to  transact  the  great  interests  of  the  country.  It  is  no  answer  to  this  view  of  the  subject  to 
say,  that  it  is  an  extreme  case— the  principle,  which  influenced  the  action  in  the  New  Jersey  contest,  leads  to  it. 

The  election  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey  for  members  to  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  is  by  what  is 
understood  the  general  ticket — and  tho  law  of  that  state,  after  providing  for  the  transmission  to  the  governor,  by 
the  clerks  of  the  several  counties,  of  the  general  list  of  all  the  candidates  voted  for,  together  with  the  number 
of  votes  received  for  each  of  them,  further  enacts, 

*'  That  the  governor,  or  person  administering  the  government  of  the  state,  shall,  within  five  days  after  re- 
ceiving the  said  list,  lay  the  same  before  the  privy  council,  to  be  by  him  summoned  for  that  purpose,  and,  after 
casting  up  the  whole  number  of  votes  from  the  several  counties  for  each  candidate,  tho  said  governor,  or  person 
administering  the  government,  and  privy  council,  shall  determine  the  six  persons  who  have  the  greatest  number 
of  votes  from  the  whole  state  for  representatives  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States  from  this  state  ;  which  six 
persons  the  governor,  or  person  administering  the  government,  shall  forthwith  commission,  under  the  great  seal 
of  the  state,  to  represent  this  state  in  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  congress  of  the  United  Stales." 

It  is  seen  by  this  provision  of  the  law  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  that  the  governor  is  there  made,  in  the 
election  of  her  members  of  congress,  the  returning  officer — that  he  and  bis  privy  council,  after  casting  up  the 
whole  number  of  votes  from  the  several  counties  lor  each  candidate,  shall  determine  the  six  persons  who  have 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  from  the  whole  state — and  that  he  shall  forthwith  commission,  under  the  great  seal 
of  the  state,  such  persons  to  represent  the  state  in  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  congress  of  the  United 
States. 

In  pursuance  of  the  duty  injoined  upon  the  executive  of  that  state,  the  governor  delivered  to  each  of  the  six 
individuals  ascertained  by  himself  and  the  privy  council  to  be  entitled  thereto,  a  commission  as  follows: 

"  STATE  OF  NEW  JERSEY. 

To  John  B.  Atcbioo,  of  the  County  of  Bergen,  Esquire,  Greeting: 

It  appearing  to  the  governor  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  privy  council  thereof,  that  you  have  been 
elected  by  the  people  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey  to  represent  the  saia  state  in  tho  house  of  representatives  of 
the  twenty-sixth  congress  of  the  United  States :  You,  the  said  John  B.  Aycrigg,  are  therefore  commissioned  to 
represent  the  state  of  New  Jersey  in  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States  during  the  twenty-sixth 
congress. 

In  testimony  whereof,  &c. 

Signed,  WM.  PENNINGTON. 

By  the  governor, 

JAMES  D.  WESTCOTT, 

Scc'y  qf  State" 
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A  similar  commission,  both  in  form  and  substance,  was  delivered  to  tbe  other  five  individuals,  declared  by 
the  governor  and  privy  council  to  have  been  elected.  One  of  the  individuals  thus  commissioned,  to  wit,  Jos. 
F.  Randolph,  was,  by  virtue  of  the  commission  he  held  and  exhibited,  allowed  to  enter  the  hall  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  and  to  participate  with  others  then  and  there  assembled,  claiming  to  be  members  thereof;  and 
though,  for  the  time  being,  the  other  five  representatives  of  tbe  state  of  New  Jersey  stood  there  on  the  same 
equality  with  others,  clothed  precisely  with  the  same  title  papers  that  any  other  person  held  from  any  other  state, 
these  representatives,  so  commissioned,  by  an  unorganized  collection  of  persons,  claiming  membership  for  them* 
selves,  were  expelled  from  the  doors  of  the  capitol,  and  denied  all  privilege,  as  well  as  all  participation  in  the 
proceedings  and  deliberations  of  such  meeting.  Can  it  be  said  that  such  a  proceeding,  so  subversive  of  all  order 
and  decorum,  so  disorganizing  and  revolutionary  in  its  character,  is  in  accordance  with  tbe  provision  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  conferring  upon  each  home  the  power  of  "judging"  of  the  "  returns"  of  its  own 
"  members  ?"  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  language  of  this  instrument  is  "  elections,  returns  and  aualifications 
of  it*  own  members."  When  each  subject  matter  of  this  clause  is  examined,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  consists  of 
three,  each  separate  and  distinct,  though  all  combined  in  order  to  ascertain  the  right  to  membership.  It  is  the 
election,  the  return,  and  the  qualification  of  the  individual,  lie  may,  for  instance,  be  duly  elected,  but  unduly 
returned — he  may  be  both  duly  elected  and  duly  returned,  but  be  unqualified  from  some  personal  disability  to  be 
a  member  of  the  one  or  tbe  other  house  of  congress — he  may  be  duly  returned  and  altogether  qualified,  but  not 
be  duly  elected.  These  several  distinctions  are  evident — and  these  distinctions  must  be  recognized  in  order  to 
a  true  and  correct  exposition  of  the  subject  before  us. 

Tbe  power  then  to  "judge"  of  the  "  returns"  of  its  members  by  either  house  is  what  ?  for  upon  a  correct 
reading  and  understanding  of  this  clause  of  the  constitution  necessarily  depends  the  approach  to  a  correct  result 
in  our  investigation.  Tbe  election,  of  the  individual  being  one  thing,  and  the  return  of  such  election,  as  "pre- 
scribed" by  law,  wholly  another,  tbe  power  thus  conferred  upon  either  house  of  judging  of  the  returns  of  its 
members,  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  power  of  ascertaining  by  examination  of  such  return,  whether  it 
conforms  to  the  law  under  which  it  purports  to  have  been  made — whether  the  credential  of  tbe  individual  claim- 
ing under  it  a  scat  in  the  bouse  to  which  it  applies  is  such,  upon  its  face,  as  the  law  prescribes,  and  as  entitles 
the  bolder,  for  the  time  being,  to  such  seat.  And  as  already  remarked,  so  far  as  the  view  of  this  committee  is 
concerned,  it  may  be  conceded  that  such  examination  of  the  return  should  precede  the  regular  and  full  organi- 
zation of  the  body.  But  if,  upon  such  examination  such  return  is  according  to  law,  then,  tn  tbe  opinion  of  this 
committee,  such  person,  upon  the  meeting  and  organization  of  the  house,  has  the  full  and  unquestioned  right  to 
take  his  seat  therein,  and  to  hold  the  same  until,  upon  after  examination,  should  a  question  arise  as  to  tbe  validity 
of  bis  claim,  it  shall  appear  that  he  was  not  duly  elected,  or  if  duly  elected,  is  not  qualified  as  the  constitution  re- 
quires. The  "  returns"  then,  contemplated  by  this  instrument,  and  to  which  the  house  has  a  right  to  look,  under 
this  word,  as  used  in  the  5lh  section  of  the  first  article,  are  the  credentials  required  by  law  to  be  furnished  to  the 
individuals  declared  to  be  elected—and  never  could  intend  of  itself,  to  authorize,  not  the  kousc,  but  an  unor- 
ganized assemblage  of  persons,  in  tbe  name  of  the  boose  of  representatives,  to  look  into  all  ihe  "  returns"  of 
the  various  counties  of  a  state,  and  all  the  precincts  of  those  counties,  where  the  election  has  been  in  a  state 
voting  by  general  ticket,  or  to  look  into  tbe  returns  from  tbe  several  counties  and  precincts  composing  an  election 
district,  where  the  election  shall  have  been,  as  in  Virginia,  by  districts. 

In  this  conclusion,  plain  as  it  seems  to  this  committee,  and  as  self-evident  as  th*y  think  it  would  appear  to 
all  unprejudiced  minds,  they  are  fortified  by  an  authority  which  for  ages  has  gove'-i«d  and  regulated  the  action 
and  organization  of  legislative  bodies  both  in  England  and  in  this  country— <-&d  which,  at  least,  should  be 
looked  to  as  an  impartial  umpire  upon  the  present  occasion.  This  authority  *  -be  Lex  Parliamentaria — the  lan- 
guage of  which,  page  229,  is,  "  If  a  sheriff  shall  return  one  for  knight  of  the  *btre,  who  was  unduly  or  not  at  all 
elected,  yet,  he  that  is  so  returned  remains  a  member  of  the  house  till  his  action  be  declared  void."  And  so  the 
constitution  of  tbe  United  States  evidently  recognizes  tbe  individual  <°  holding  the  return  as  a  member,  for  the 
time  being,  entitled  to  all  tbe  privileges  and  immunities  of  soch— ex^pting  him  from  arrest,  except  for  certain 
offences,  in  all  cases,  "  in  going  to  or  returning  from  the  house"— 4*  should  an  individual,  on  his  way  to  con- 
gress, clothed  with  the  regular  commission  of  membership,  be  arcated,  except  for  "  treason,  felony  and  breach 
of  the  peace,"  could  any  doubt  but  that  such  arrest  would  be  «  phrin  and  palpable  violation  of  privilege — that 
such  individual  ought  not,  and  would  not,  upon  an  exhibition  of  his  commission,  be  forthwith  discharged ;  and 
that  the  person  causing  such  arrest,  if  apprised  of  the  facta  would  not  himself  be  liable  to  arrest  for  such  breach 
of  privilege,  by  order  of  the  house,  to  which  the  member  was  repairing?  Would  not  the  "return"  or  commis- 
sion held  by  such  member,  when  exhibited,  be  conclusi*  upon  -he  question  of  privilege,  and  the  right  to  a  dis- 
cbarge ?  And  if  this  be  so,  what  is  it  that  throws  ar»und  the  individual  so  much  sanctity,  and  serves  as  a  shield 
to  protect  bis  person,  but  the  commission  which  he  fears  about  him  ?  Can  it  enure  to  operate  thus  far,  and  when 
the  bearer  of  it  shall  have  reached  his  place  of  destination,  shall  present  himself  in  the  name  of  his  constituents 
as  their  representative,  shall  exhibit  the  official  evidence  of  the  high  character  in  which  he  comes,  shall  it  be  said 
that  any  who  may  appear  to  contest  his  right,  to  challenge  tbe  validity  of  his  election,  upon  the  mere  allegation  of 
fraud  in  the  election,  or  in  the  officers  conducting  it,  or  in  the  procurement  of  tho  return,  or  that  illegal  votes  have 
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been  admitted,  or  legal  votes  rejected,  and  that  such  person  is  not  entitled  to  the  return  he  holds,  shall  this  bo 
sufficient,  in  an  instant,  to  cancel  such  return,  to  nullify  its  authority,  and  repel  the  individual  from  the  house  ? 
If  so,  then  the  return  required  and  "prescribed"  by  law  is  as  vain  and  as  useless,  as  the  law  is  impotent  and 
worthless :  for  in  cases  where  no  contest  arose  as  to  the  title  to  seats,  it  might  be  safe  to  admit  persons,  claim- 
ing to  be  members,  upon  the  public  notoriety  of  the  fact — and  it  is  only  where  a  contest  does  arise,  that  the  re- 
turn is  important  as  to  the  individual  who,  in  the  organisation  of  the  house,  is,  for  the  time  being,  entitled  to 
the  seat. 

It  is  after  the  house  shall  have  been  organized,  after  each  and  every  individual,  having  a  duly  authenticated 
return  of  his  election,  shall  have  claimed,  and  is  in  the  actual  occupancy  of  a  seat,  that  any  contest  as  to  the 
election  can  properly  arise — when  any  question  as  to  the  election,  can  or  ought  to  be  made — when,  under  the  evi- 
dent meaning  and  plain  intent  of  the  constitution,  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  house,  as  to  "judging"  of  the 
election  of  its  members,  commences — and  when  the  entire  subject,  as  well  the  election,  as  alleged  fraud  in  the 
return,  is  fully  open  to  investigation,  and  to  the  unrestrained  action  and  disposition  of  the  body. 

To  say,  before  the  organization  of  the  house,  the  election  of  an  individual,  duly  returned  and  commissioned, 
is  a  proper  and  legitimate  subject  of  enquiry,  that,  at  such  time,  upon  the  allegation,  that  the  party  has  not 
been  duly  elected,  though  he  may  be  duly  returned,  a  right  exists  to  travel  behind  the  return,  to  examine  into  the 
whole  election,  to  ascertain  the  validity  of  votes,  to  scrutinize  the  entire  poll  of  a  district,  or,  as  in  New  Jersey, 
of  an  entire  state,  to  exclude  the  returned  member  from  his  seat  until  an  investigation,  requiring  weeks  or 
months  to  accomplish,  shall  be  effected,  and  this  upon  the  mere  assertion  that  the  party  returned  is  not  elected, 
is  to  disregard  every  principle  of  parliamentary  law,  and  the  well  settled  and  immemorial  usage  of  every  legis- 
lative body. 

It  will  be  seen,  in  the  view  your  committee  have  taken  of  this  subject,  they  have  looked,  as  they  think  they 
could  only  look,  to  the  period  of  the  organization  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and  to  the  period  when  an 
individual,  claiming  a  seat  in  that  body,  presents  himself  there  with  the  regular  and  legally  authenticated  com* 
mission  which,  upon  its  face,  entitles  him  so  to  appear — that,  at  such  time,  he  is,  from  immemorial  usage,  from 
the  law  of  parliament,  and  from  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  your  committee  construe  it,  hilly  and 
legally  entitled  to  the  seat :  that  he  must,  for  the  time  being,  be  admitted — that  no  right  exists,  at  the  time,  to 
look  behind  the  return  be  holds — that  the  election  and  all  circumstances  attending  it,  are  not  and  cannot  then  be 
a  legitimate  subject  of  enquiry — that  they  are  matters  for  after  investigation,  wholly  distinct  from  the  return. 

If  long  existing  practice  at  home,  invariably  governing  the  action  of  the  legislature  of  Virginia  in  similar 
cases,  was  needed  to  sustain  your  committee  in  tho  position  they  have  assumed,  they  might,  they  think,  with 
entire  confidence,  appeal  to  our  own  journals,  and  to  our  unbroken  and  settled  course  of  action  upon  cases 
similar  to  the  one  under  consideration.  It  is  known,  that,  in  no  instance,  since  the  legislature  of  Virginia  had 
an  existence,  did  the  slightest  difficulty  exist,  in  the  organization  of  the  two  houses,  in  admitting  to  seats  all  per- 
sons having  the  duly  authenticated  returns — and  this  too,  when  a  session  of  the  house  of  delegates  never  com- 
mences that  the  seat  of  some  individual  is  not  contested  upon  the  ground  that  another,  in  fact,  was  elected  and 
entitled  to  such  seat,  or  upon  allegations  of  fraud  in  the  election,  and,  sometimes,  of  fraud  in  the  return.  And 
your  committee  believe,  they  may  with  like  confidence  assert,  that  no  case  has  ever  occurred  in  either  house  of 
the  congress  of  the  Utiit«d  States  similar  to  the  recent  action  of  the  house  of  representatives  in  excluding  the 
members  commissioned  frosa  the  state  of  New  Jersey. 

If  your  committee  be  wt^g  in  the  sense  they  have  considered  this  question,  and  if  the  result  to  which  their 
investigation  has  brought  them  t*.  alike  erroneous,  then  the  startling  consequence  is  exhibited,  that,  in  the  or- 
ganization of  each  house  of  representatives,  the  great  majority  of  the  states  of  this  Union  hold  their  title  to  re- 
presentation in  that  body  by  a  tenure  most  frail  and  uncertain — liable,  whenever  caprice,  or  passion,  or  interest 
shall  create  a  combination  among  son-,  seven  or  eight  of  the  largest,  to  be  expelled  from  the  hall,  and  disfran- 
chised during  the  pleasure  of  a  heartless^-  corrupt  majority.  The  ratio  of  representation  in  the  popular  branch, 
gives  to  some  seven  or  eight  states  a  majofiy  of  the  whole  vote  of  all  the  states — and  can  the  principle  be  right, 
or  the  argument  sound,  which  leads  to  resUt-  -o  dangerous,  so  disastrous,  so  utterly  subversive  of  the  institu- 
tions of  the  country  ?  \ 

Under  a  certain  contingency,  the  election  o!  president  of  the  United  States  devolves  upon  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives. In  such  election,  the  slates,  throug\  their  respective  delegations,  give  but  a  single  vote  each :  a 
quorum  for  such  election  consisting  of  a  member  members  from  two-thirds  of  the  states,  and  a  majority  of 
all  the  stales  being  necessary  to  a  choice.  And  whto  this  high  office,  at  all  times  a  subject  of  bitter  political 
strife,  arraying  ihe  community  in  angry  contests,  ramify*^  itself  into  all  the  lanes  and  avenues  of  society,  and 
spreading  its  baneful  influence  in  all  our  borders,  when  lh*  great  prize  is  to  be  played  for  in  the  hall  of  the  bouse 
of  representatives,  do  we  not  see,  if  ihe  rejection  of  the  indrviduals  commissioned  from  the  state  of  New  Jersey 
can  be  sustained  upon  any  principle  of  reason  or  of  law,  that  the  voice  of  one  third  of  the  states  in  such  election 
may  be  easily  stifled,  and  the  partizans  of  the  one  or  the  other  ambitious  aspirant  elevate  him  to  the  gaol  of  his 
desires,  whilst  in  a  full  and  fair  expression  of  the  will  of  all  the  states,  if  present  and  heard  upon  the  occasion, 
some  more  acceptable  rival  would  be  the  chosen  officer  ?    All  this  too  would  be  done,  if  the  recent  outrage  upon 
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the  rights  of  New  Jersey  can  be  defended,  under  the  forms  and  in  the  name  of  the  law.  It  is  no  answer  to  say, 
that  revolution  would  follow  so  glaring  an  outrage  upon  the  rights  of  the  people  and  the  sovereignty  of  the  states. 
Governments  were  formed  to  prevent  anarchy  ana  revolution,  to  restrain  violence,  to  prefect  the  weak  against 
the  strong,  and  to  advance  the  happiness  of  its  people.  Prudence  dictates  to  us  not  to  await  the  coming  of 
events,  destructive  and  fatal  in  themselves  ;  but,  by  timely  foresight,  to  bring  around  the  institutions  of  the  coun- 
try all  the  necessary  guards,  and,  by  preventive  and  timely  measures,  avert  the  direful  consequences  which  evil 
precedents  tend  to  create. 

In  accordance  with  these  views,  your  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  Resolved,  "  That  the  late  acts  of  a  portion  of  the  representatives  from  the  several  states,  by  which  five 
of  the  persons  who  were  duly  commissioned  under  the  great  seal  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  as  her  representa- 
tives in  the  26th  congress  of  the  United  States,  were  prevented  from  exercising  their  rights  and  discharging  their 
duties  as  such  representatives,  were  a"  flagrant  abuse  of  power,  a  palpable  violation  "of  the  parliamentary  law, 
established  by  reason  and  unvarying  usage,  a  precedent  of  most  alarming  and  dangerous  character,  and  an  out- 
rage upon  the  rights  and  feelings  of  the  people  of  New  Jersey." 

2.  Resolved,  That  each  state  of  this  confederacy  should  make  common  cause  with  her  sister  state  of  New 
Jersey — should  deem  the  injury  to  her  as  an  injury  to  all — and  should  use  their  best  efforts  to  restore  the  said 
state  to  her  constitutional  position  in  the  Union. 

3.  Resolved,  That  each  state,  as  the  law  now  is,  has  the  sole,  absolute  and  unqualified  right  to  prescribe  the 
mode  and  manner  of  its  elections  of  members  to  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  the  form  and 
character  of  the  commission  or  return  which  its  respective  representatives  should  bear  with  them  to  that  body. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  this  commonwealth  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  report  and  resolu- 
tions to  the  senator  and  representatives  in  congress  from  this  state,  with  a  request  that  the  same  be  laid  before 
the  two  houses  of  congress ;  and  that  he  be  requested  to  communicate  a  like  copy  to  the  executive  of  each 
in  this  Union,  with  a  request  to  submit  the  same  to  their  respective  legislatures. 
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BOARD  OF  PRINCIPAL  ASSESSORS. 


RICHMOND,  February  20,  1840. 

SIR, 

I  have  been  directed  by  the  general  board  of  principal  assessors  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  house  of  delegates,  a  table  shewing  the  total  value  of  the  lands  and  town  lots  in  this  common- 
wealth, under  the  assessment  made  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  general  assembly,  "  authorizing  a  re-assess- 
ment of  the  lands  of  this  commonwealth,"  passed  the  14th  March  1837. 

A  more  detailed  report  will  be  communicated  so  soon  as  the  tables  of  assessment  are  copied  and  examined 
by  the  board. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obed't  serv't, 

H.  R.  ANDERSON,  President 

Of  the  Board  of  Principal  Assouan. 

Thomas  W.  Gilmer,  Esq. 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 


A  table  shewing  the  result  of  the  Assessment  of  the  lands  and  lots  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  in  the  year  1838. 


1 

i 

"8 

s 

■s 

i 

X 

Si 

t 

i 

if 

S 1 

V 
I1 

h 
El 

> 

H 

'IS 

$ 

H 

i] 

hi 
< 

Total  amount  of  the  1  »t  Diatrict,  - 
«         »         2d  Diitriet,  - 
3dDbtrict,  - 
4th  Diatrict,  - 

6,313,656 
9,700,905 
6,146,250 
25,887,064 

9,044,887  00 
10,657,351  65 
7,950,682  04 
4,122,596  03 

42,905,879  65 
65,664,!M8  12 
39,958,548  77 
34,2:15,936  03 

17,804,753  20 
3,380,670  28 
2,871,864  65 
4,202,064  25 

60,710,633  75 
69,045,618  40 
42,840,413  42 
38,437,990  88 



$6  80 

6  77 
6  50 
1  33 

48,047,896 

31,775,517  32 

182,705,312  47      28,259,342  38 

211,034,654  85 

Ganaral  *yeng;  3  80 

A  copy— Teste, 

LEWIS  B.  WILLIAMS, 
Clerk  of  the  General  Board  of  Principal  Assessors. 
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SUBSTITUTE 


MINORITY  OF  THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE 


ON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  THE 


CONTESTED  ELECTION  FROM  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  JERSEY, 


In  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 


The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  certain  resolutions  from  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey, 
beg  leave  to 

REPORT : 

That  the  subject  matter  set  forth  in  said  resolutions,  and  the  protest  accompanying  the  same,  affecting  as 
they  do,  the  rights  and  powers  of  the  states  and  the  general  government,  are  of  deep  and  abiding  interest. 
They  are  entitled  to  and  should  receive  a  calm  and  dispassionate  consideration,  separate  from  all  party  bias  or 
feeling,  so  that  the  judgment  passed  on  them  by  the  general  assembly  may  stand  the  test  of  time,  and  meet  the 
approval  of  those  who  are  to  succeed  us. 

The  matters  complained  of  by  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey  are  substantially  these :  That  five  persons 
who  arc  alleged  to  have  been  duly  commissioned  as  representatives  trf  the  people  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey 
in  the  26th  congress  of  the  United  States,  at  the  time  and  place  prescribed  by  law  for  the  meeting  of  that  con- 
gress, appeared  and  produced  their  commissions  as  such  representatives,  and  claimed  the  right  to  act  with  the 
representatives  from  the  other  states  in  forming  and  organizing  a  house  of  representatives,  but  were  prevented 
from  so  doing,  and  are  still  excluded  from  any  participation  in  their  proceedings,  by  which  acts  the  people  of 
New  Jersey  are  deprived  of  their  just  voice  in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  and  a  precedent  is  sought  to  be  esta- 
blished,  which  if  not  promptly  and  successfully  resisted  may  hereafter  be  used  to  justify  the  rejection  of  elec- 
toral voles,  or  the  exclusion  of  any  number  of  duly  commissioned  representatives  that  a  designing  and  unprin- 
cipled faction  may  deem  necessary,  to  secure  the  control  of  the  national  legislature. 

In  view  of  these  alleged  matters  of  grievance,  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey  have  adopted  sundry  resolu- 
tions, setting  out  in  substance, 

That  the  state  of  New  Jersey  is  of  right  entitled  to  six  representatives  in  congress : 

That  until  congress  shall  by  law  make  some  regulation  on  the  subject,  the  legislature  of  each  state  has  full 
and  exclusive  power  to  prescribe  the  times,  places  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  representatives,  which 
necessarily  includes  the  power  to  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  the  result  of  the  elections  shall  be  ascertained 
and  certified : 

That  as  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey  has  prescribed  a  commission  granted  by  the  governor  under  the 
great  seal  of  the  state,  as  the  only  mode  in  which  the  election  of  her  members  shall  be  officially  certified,  such 
commission  confers  on  the  person  to  whom  it  is  given  a  perfect  right  to  claim  and  exercise  all  the  powers  and 
duties  of  a  representative  until  a  regularly  constituted  ana  organized  house  of  representatives  after  due  exami- 
nation shall  huve  solemnly  adjudged  that  he  is  not  elected,  or  not  qualified :    •  . 

That  the  house  of  representatives  cannot  bo  constitutionally  and  lawfully  organized  and  invested  widi  any 
authority,  judicial  or  legislative,  while  a  single  representative  from  any  state  duly  returned  and  commissioned 
according  to  the  laws  of  that  state  is  excluded  from  bis  scat :  and 
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That  the  late  acts  of  a  portion  of  the  representatives  from  the  several  states  in  relation  to  the  commissioned 
persons  from  New  Jersey,  arc  a  palpable  violation  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  of  parliamen- 
tary usage,  an  alarming  precedent,  and  a  gross  outrage  upon  the  rights  and  feelings  of  the  people  of  New  Jersey. 

Your  committee  would  remark,  that  it  is  evident,  that  the  statement  above  referred  to,  bears  the  impress  of 
feeling — and  it  is  equally  evident,  that  the  resolutions  following  it,  are  founded  on  erroneous  principles.  In  re- 
gard to  the  statement,  the  facts  have  become  matters  of  history,  and  it  is  proper  they  should  be  adverted  to. 

At  the  opening  of  the  session  of  the  26th  congress,  eleven  gentlemen  appeared  from  New  Jersey  claiming 
to  be  members  of  the  house  of  representatives.  To  one  of  these  there  was  no  objection.  He  was  admitted  to 
have  been  elected  by  a  majority  of  the  votes.  Five  of  the  remaining  ten  produced  commissions  from  the  gover- 
nor of  New  Jersey,  reciting  that  they  had  been  elected  as  representatives  of  the  state — and  five  produced  the 
returns  from  the  whole  stale,  shewing  that  they  had  received  the  greatest  number  of  votes,  and  that  the  com- 
missions or  certificates  of  the  governor,  were  untrue  in  point  of  fact,  and  not  in  conformity  with  the  law.  They 
impeached  the  return  of  the  governor,  which  was  merely  prima  facie  evidence,  and  proved  by  the  best  and 
highest  evidence,  to  wit,  by  the  returns  of  the  election  officers  themselves,  that  the  commissions  or  returns  of 
the  governor  were  founded  in  mistake  or  fraud.  Under  these  circumstances  the  clerk  referred  it  to  the  house,  to 
determine  who  of  the  ten  persons  claiming  to  be  members  should  be  received  as  such.  In  this  he  acted  cor- 
rectly. There  is  no  law  which  throws  the  responsibility  of  such  decision  upon  him,  and  he  was  right  in  not 
assuming  it.  The  house  decided,  that  the  persons  holding  the  commissions  should  not  be  received  until  an  in- 
vestigation could  be  made,  and  neither  of  the  opposing  claimants  were  admitted.  In  so  doing,  your  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  the  house  of  representatives  acted  in  strict  conformity  with  its  own  powers  under  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  Stales.  That  constitution  makes  it  the  judge  of  the  "  elections,  returns  and  qualifications 
of  its  own  members."  This  is  a  power  expressly  given,  and  must  be,  of  necessity,  an  exclusive  power.  The 
commission  of  the  governor  of  New  Jersey,  under  the  laws  of  that  state,  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  return 
to  congress  of  the  result  of  the  election.  According  to  the  laws  of  New  Jersey,  it  is  to  be  given  to  the  six  per- 
sons who  have  received  the  gieatest  number  of  votes  from  the  whole  state.  It  must  rest  on  that  basis,  or  it  is 
invalid  and  void.  It  is  not  a  mandate  to  congress,  which  that  body  is  bound  to  obey.  It  is  clothed  with  no  pe- 
culiar prerogative,  because  under  the  great  seal  of  the  state.  The  person  holding  it,  has  no  higher  right  or  tide 
to  membership  in  congress,  than  he  wbo  presents  himself  with  the  humble  certificate  of  the  sheriffs  of  a  district. 
Both  are  in  their  nature  and  essence,  simply  the  modes  adopted  by  the  states  of  making  known  to  congress  the 
result  of  the  elections  of  its  members.  In  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  the  mode  of  ascertaining  and  certifying  the 
result  of  the  election  of  members  of  congress  is  more  complicated  than  in  some  other  states.  Elections  are 
held  in  each  township  by  officers  appointed  by  the  people.  These  officers  send  up  the  result  to  the  clerks  of 
the  several  counties,  who  send  up  aggregate  lists  or  returns  to  the  governor ;  and  that  officer  with  his  privy 
council  casts  up  the  result  of  the  whole,  and  transmits  it  to  congress  through  the  medium  of  a  commission  to 
the  persons  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  from  the  whole  state.  All  this  process  constitutes  the  "  returns," 
under  the  constitution,  and  of  these  returns  congress  is  made  the  judge.  In  the  instance  complained  of,  they 
exercised  their  judgment.  The  commissions  were  impeached  by  evidence  of  a  primary  and  higher  character — 
shewing  that  they  did  not  rest  upon  the  vote  or  voice  of  a  majority  of  the  people,  which  alone  could  give  tbcm 
efficacy  ;  and  upon  this,  it  was  the  bounden  duty  of  congress  to  adjudicate  in  such  mode  as  they  might  adopt. 
And  in  doing  so,  they  violated  no  right  or  privilege  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey  or  any  other  state. 

It  is  said,  however,  by  the  first  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey,  that  that  state  is  entitled  to  six 
representatives  upon  the  floor  of  congress.  Of  this  there  is  no  doubt.  But  it  cannot  be  inferred  from  that  fact, 
that  congress  are  to  receive  as  such  representatives,  those  who  are  not  properly  elected  or  returned.  Whether 
representatives  or  not,  is  for  the  judgment  of  congress.  If  a  governor  should  undertake  to  commission  persons 
as  representatives,  when  in  fact  there  had  been  no  election  held,  it  will  scarcely  be  pretended  that  congress 
should  on  the  objection  being  made,  and  the  truth  of  it  shewn,  admit  them  as  members  of  the  bouse. 

But  it  is  contended  in  the  second  resolution,  that  the  legislature  of  each  state  has  by  the  constitution,  full 
and  exclusive  power  to  prescribe  the  "  times,  places  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  representatives ;"  and 
that  this  necessarily  includes  the  power  to  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  the  result  of  those  elections  shall  be 
ascertained  and  certified. 

And  again,  in  the  third  resolution,  that  when  the  election  is  officially  certified,  and  a  commission  given,  it 
gives  a  perfect  right  to  the  person  holding  it,  until  a  regularly  constituted  and  organized  house  shall  have  so- 
lemtJy  adjudged  that  he  is  not  elected  or  not  qualified.  Or  in  other  words,  it  is  contended,  that  the  states  have 
the  right,  and  the  exclusive  right,  of  prescribing  the  mode  of  returning  members  of  congress,  and  that  the  return 
is  conclusive  on  the  bouse,  until  an  investigation  is  made  of  the  election  or  qualification  of  the  person  holding 
the  return. 

These  principles  will  be  confidered  together.  They  are  insidious  in  their  tendency,  because  calculated  to 
awaken  the  pride  and  jealousy  of  the  states — but  a  little  examination  will  suffice  to  shew  that  they  are  as  un- 
sound as  they  are  dangerous. 
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They  assume  that  in  the  power  of  prescribing  the  "  times,  places  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  repre- 
sentatives," is  necessarily  included  the  power  to  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  the  result  of  those  elections 
shall  be  ascertained  and  certified,  and  that  the  result  as  certified  is  conclusive.  Tn  this  we  must  take  leave  to 
differ  from  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey.  We  hold,  that  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  congress  has 
the  right,  and  the  exclusive  right,  to  judge  of  the  "  elections,  returns  and  qualifications  of  its  own  members." 
There  is  a  plain  distinction  between  the  elections  and  the  returns  of  members.  When  the  one  ends  the  other 
begins.  A  person  may  be  elected  and  never  returned — or  returned  and  never  elected.  Congress,  it  is  true,  is  the 
judge  of  both — but  it  has  made  a  distinction  between  them,  and  it  is  important  to  preserve  it.  What  then  arc 
we  to  understand  by  the  term  "returns?"  Can  it  mean  any  thing  else  than  the  prescribed  evidence  which  shews 
the  result  of  the  election  r  It  cannot  be  the  election  itself.  It  must  be  subsequent  to  the  choice  made  by  the 
people,  and  it  can  be  nothing  more  than  the  mode  adopted  for  ascertaining  that  choice.  This  mode,  it  is  ad- 
mitted, is  usually  prescribed  by  the  states,  but  it  forms  no  part  of  their  exclusive  power.  Congress  has  the  right 
to  judge  of  it,  and  has  always  exercised  that  right.  If  the  doctrine  asserted  in  the  resolutions  be  true,  that  the 
states  have  power,  and  exclusive  power,  to  prescribe  the  mode  of  ascertaining  and  certifying  the  result  of  the 
elections  for  congress — or,  in  other  words,  of  prescribing  the  mode  and  form  of  the  returns  of  the  elections, — 
and  if  the  further  doctrine  be  true,  that  such  mode  and  form  shall  be  obligatory  upon  congress,  and  that  a  party 
returned  as  a  member  from  a  state,  is  to  be  held  duly  returned,  until  upon  investigation  he  is  declared  not  elected, 
or  not  qualified,  then  it  is  perfectly  plain,  that  congress  has  no  power  to  judge  of  the  returns  of  its  own  members. 
It  can  only  judge  of  their  elections  and  qualifications.  And  why  has  it  no  longer  the  right  to  judge  of  the  returns 
of  its  members  ?  Because  those  returns  being  prescribed  by  the  state  laws,  constitute  a  part  of  their  exclusive 
power  of  prescribing  the  "  times,  places  and  manner  of  holding  the  elections."  The  proposition  involves  an 
absurdity.  It  claims  for  the  states  a  right  which  is  expressly  granted  to  congress  by  the  constitution,  and  which 
must  necessarily  be  an  exclusive  right.  Power  being  given  to  the  states,  or  left  with  them,  to  prescribe  "  the 
times,  places  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  representatives,"  it  is  claimed  by  these  resolutions  that  they 
have  as  a  necessary  incident  thereto,  the  right  of  prescribing  the  form  and  manner  of  the  returns — and  that  these 
returns  are  conclusive  upon  congress.  Then  it  is  plain,  if  this  be  correct,  that  congress  has  no  longer  the  right 
to  look  into  or  judge  of  the  returns  of  its  own  members.  The  power  given  by  the  constitution  means  nothing. 
The  exercise  of  that  power  for  half  a  century  is  of  no  avail.  The  term  used  in  the  constitution  is  expletive  or 
senseless.  There  can  be  hereafter  no  question  raised  as  to  the  correctness  of  a  return.  There  can  be  no  con- 
test, except  as  to  elections.  If  a  return  of  votes  from  an  inferior  election  officer  is  not  made  in  time,  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  state  laws,  or  is  suppressed,  and  therefore  not  counted,  congress  has  no  power  to  correct 
the  error,  or  remedy  the  mischief.  It  would  be  easy  to  pursue  the  argument,  and  expose  still  further  the  fallacy 
of  the  principles  adopted  in  the  resolutions — but  we  think  it  unnecessary.  We  hold  it  to  be  entirely  clear,  that 
congress  is  the  judge,  and  the  sole  judge,  of  the  returns  as  well  as  the  elections  of  its  own  members  ;  and  al- 
though the  mode  of  making  the  returns  may  be  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  the  states,  for  the  sake  of  convenience, 
it  can  in  no  wise  abridge  or  take  away  the  constitutional  power  of  congress  to  sit  in  judgment  upon  their  cor- 
rectness and  truth. 

It  remains  to  be  considered  whether  congress  exercised  its  power  properly. 

The  time  and  manner  in  which  congress  may  judge  of  the  returns  of  its  members  is  not  defined — but  the 
power  is  to  be  exercised,  so  as  to  subserve  best  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  given.  The  examination  of  the 
returns  of  members  would  seem  to  be  preliminary  to  organization,  that  the  purity  of  the  body  may  be  en- 
sured, and  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  states  and  of  the  Union  "protected.  These  are  the  objects  for  which 
the  power  was  granted.  If  it  cannot  be  exercised  before  organization,  it  follows  necessarily,  that  the  returns  of 
members  must  be  considered  as  conclusive  evidence  of  right,  at  one  time,  and  prima  Jade  evidence  at  another. 
They  must  be  absolute  as  to  the  right  of  membership,  and  prima  facie  as  to  the  continuance  of  the  right.  Such 
a  proposition  cannot  be  maintained.  All  returns  are  but  prima  facie  evidence  of  right — and  the  house  is  bound 
to  pass  upon  that  right  when  it  is  disputed,  and  to  do  it  at  such  time  and  in  such  mode  as  will  most  effectually 
guard  the  house  against  the  mistakes  or  frauds  of  the  returning  officers.  It  may  be  done  at  the  bar  of  the  house. 
It  may  be  done  by  committee  or  in  such  other  way  as  the  house  may  direct.  In  this  instance,  <he  house  deci- 
ded upon  the  evidence  before  it,  that  neither  set  of  claimants  should  take  scats  until  an  investigation  was  had, 
and  directed  such  investigation  to  be  by  committee.  It  is  no  objection  to  the  proceeding  that  it  was  adopted 
before  the  election  of  a  speaker.  The  existence  of  a  house  is  not  a  consequence  of  such  election.  A  house  is 
constituted  by  the  assembling  together  of  the  representatives  from  the  different  states.  It  is  the  house  thus  con- 
stituted that  elects  a  speaker,  and  has  right  before  such  election  to  look  into  and  judge  of  the  returns  of  its 
members.  If  there  can  be  no  such  judgment  in  any  case  until  the  house  is  organized  by  the  election  of  a  spea- 
ker, and  those  are  allowed  to  participate  in  such  organization  who  have  no  right  in  truth  or  in  fact,  then  the  most 
important  powers  of  the  representative  are  exercised,  and  in  such  way  perhaps  as  to  secure  seats  in  the  bouse 
for  a  long  time,  if  not  permanently,  to  persons  who  were  never  elected  by  the  people.  This  would  be  giv- 
ing power  to  the  returning  officers  of  a  state,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest  grade,  to  return  members  to  con- 
gress who  were  repudiated  at  the  ballot-boxes,  and  thus  secure  the  organization  and  control  of  the  national  coun- 
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cils.  This  is  a  temptation  which,  in  times  of  party  excitement,  might  frequently  prove  too  strong,  and  induce 
these  officers,  or  some  of  them,  to  treat  elections  as  though  they  had  not  taken  place.  A  more  striking  instance 
of  the  danger  of  any  limitation  of  the  power  of  the  house  of  representatives,  such  as  is  contended  fcir,  cannot 
be  adduced  than  the  case  from  New  Jersey.  It  was  a  matter  of  public  notoriety  throughout  the  country,  thai 
the  five  persons  who  had  received  commissions  from  the  governor  of  that  state  had  not  received  a  majority  of 
the  votes,  and  were  not  the  choice  of  the  people.  The  returns  of  the  votes  from  two  entire  townships  had  been 
intercepted  and  suppressed  by  the  returning  officers,  which  altered  the  result  of  the  whole  election.  The  fact 
was  known  to  the  governor  and  his  council,  at  the  time  of  the  official  canvass  of  the  votes.  They  refused  to 
send  for  such  returns,  or  to  supply  them  in  any  way.  They  refused  to  count  them  when  they  were  brought  be- 
fore them,  and  when  their  truth  was  undisputed.  They  alleged,  with  what  propriety,  it  is  not  material  now  to 
enquire,  that  thev  had  not  the  power  to  do  it,  and  expressly  declared  that  it  was  for  congress  to  correct  the 
error,  and  count  the  additional  votes  for  those  who  were  entitled  to  them.  These  facts  were  all  before  the  house 
by  unquestionable  evidence.  The  official  canvass  was  there,  and  also  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
governor  and  council,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the  votes  of  two  townships  were  not  included  in  the  canvass. 
The  official  returns  from  those  townships  were  also  there,  from  all  which  it  was  as  clear  as  evidence  could 
make  it,  that  the  persons  commissioned  were  never  elected  by  the  people.  And  yet  they  claimed  to  take  seats 
and  direct  the  councils  of  the  nation.  Under  such  circumstances,  had  congress  admitted  them  to  participate  in 
its  proceedings  as  members,  it  would  have  been  a  subversion  of  principle,  a  participation  in  the  fraud,  and  a 
palpable  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  people  of  New  Jersey.  It  is  tbe  people  of  tbe  states  to  whom  the  right 
of  electing  representatives  is  secured  by  the  constitution,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  congress  to  preserve  that  right  in- 
violate, and  especially  to  guard  it  against  the  craft,  fraud,  or  mistakes  of  returning  officers. 

Your  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  proceedings  of  the  house  of  representatives  in  the  matters 
complained  of  were  constitutional  and  just,  and  imperatively  called  for  by  the  nature  of  the  case;  that  a  con- 
trary course,  besides  sanctioning  a  flagrant  wrong,  would  have  been  "  a  gross  outrage  upon  the  rights  and  feel- 
ings of  the  people  of  New  Jersey." 

They  arc  further  of  opinion  that  the  house  of  representatives  is  constitutionally  organized,  and  that  its  acts 
are  valid ;  and  they  regret  that  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  instead  of  aiding  the 
house  in  doing  justice  to  the  people  of  that  state  by  giving  them  their  proper  representatives,  have  adopted  a 
course  tending  to  embarrass  and  defeat  the  investigation  of  truth,  and  assumed  principles,  which  are  unconsti- 
tutional, and,  if  carried  out,  must  endanger  the  Union. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  this  state  be  respectfully  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  re- 
port to  the  governor  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  with  a  request  that  be  would  lay  the  same  before  the  legisla- 
ture of  that  state — and  also  a  copy  to  the  speaker  of  the  house  representatives  with  a  request  that  he  would  lay 
the  same  before  the  body  over  which  he  presides — and  also  a  copy  to  each  of  the  members  of  said  house  from 
the  state  of  Virginia. 
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REASSESSMENT  OF  LANDS. 


AUDITOR'S  OFFICE,  March  2,  1340. 

SIR, 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  delegates  of  the  28th  ult.,  calling  for 
a  statement  of  the  cost  attendant  upon  the  reassessment  of  lands — I  have  to  state  that  the  amount 
expended  prior  to  the  1st  of  October  last,  is  30,432  97 

And  since  that  period  op  to  the  present  time,  .....        23,610  76 


$53,943  73 

It  is  impossible  to  estimate  with  any  kind  of  accuracy  what  sum  will  be  required  to  complete  the  work. 
The  tables  to  be  certified  by  the  board  of  principal  assessors,  as  well  as  the  copies  for  the  commissioners  of  the 
revenue,  are  yet  to  be  paid  for,  and  the  distribution  of  the  latter  when  completed,  will  be  attended  with  consi- 
derable expense.    It  is  probable  that  the  whole  cost  to  the  state  will  exceed  S  60,000. 

I  am  sir, 

With  high  respect, 

Yours  &c. 

JAS.  E.  HEATH,  Auditor. 

The  honourable  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegate*. 
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REPORT 


OP  THE 


COMMITTEE  OF  FINANCE, 

« 

UPON  THE  REVENUES  AND  EXPENDITURES  AND  DEBT  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 


The  committee  of  finance  have,  according  to  order,  examined  into  the  state  of  the  debts  due  from  the  com 
monwcalth,  the  probable  revenue  and  expenses  of  the  government  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  Sep 
1840,  and  have  prepared  a  report  thereupon,  which  they  now  respectfully  submit: 


ESTIMATE  OF  THE  EXPENSES  OF  GOVERNMENT  DURING  THE  CURRENT  FISCAL  YEAR 

Expenses  of  the  general  assembly,  .....         96,000  00 

Civil  list,  or  officers  of  government,  -  80,000  00 

Commissioners  of  the  revenue,  and  clerks  for  examining  commissioners'  books,  -  32,000  00 

Criminal  charges,  including  guards  of  jails,  ....  38,000  00 

Interest  on  certain  certificates  of  public  debt,  viz : 

Interest  for  one  year  on  7  per  cent,  debt  due  the  literary  fund, 
Half  year's  interest  unpaid  on  the  first  October  last,  but  chargeable  on  the 

present  fiscal  year,  .... 
One  year's  interest  on  6  per  cent,  debt  held  by  the  literary  fund, 
One  year's  interest  on  5  per  cent,  stock  subscribed  to  the  Chesapeake  and 

Ohio  canal  company,  .... 
Amount  of  interest  on  said  debt  unpaid  on  the  first  October  last, 
Interest  on  8  29S.700  certificates  issued  to  pay  state  subscription  to  the 

stock  of  the  Exchange  bank,  ... 
Balance  chargeable  on  the  year,  remaining  unpaid  on  the  first  October, 
Interest  on  8  88,592  certificates  issued  to  pay  commonwealth's  subscription 
to  the  stock  of  the  Northwestern  bank,  ... 


22,330 

00 

11,166 

00 

1,442 

36 

12,500 

00 

375 

00 

17,922 

00 

39 

03 

5,315 

62 

71,088  90 

Contingent  expenses  of  courts,  including  pay  of  attorneys,  clerks,  sheriffs,  jailors,  &c,  27,000  00 

Pensioners,                        ......  1,600  00 

Civil  contingent  fund,           ......  10,000  00 

Militia  establishment,           ......  22,000  00 

Penitentiary  house,  vii: 

Internal  charges  for  rations,  &c.,  -  6,000  00 

Officers'  salaries,      .....  8,200  00 

Transportation  of  criminals,        ....  6,000  00 


Adjutant  general's  salary, 

Reports  of  cases  in  court  of  appeals  and  general  court, 
Vaccine  agent,  - 

Expense  of  representation  to  congress  and  state  senate, 
Public  warehouses,  pay  of  superintendents,  repairs,  tec., 
Civil  prosecutions,  - 
Public  arsenal  at  Lexington, 


20,200  00 
600  00 
4,700  00 
500  00 
600  00 
1,600  00 
300  00 
2,400  00 
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Slaves  transported  and  executed,            .....  13,000  00 

Military  contingent  fund,        ------  1,000  00 

Lunatic  hospital  at  Williamsburg,  ....    14,156  90 

Lunatic  hospital  at  Staunton,  ....    14,368  95 

  28,525  85 

Expense  of  transportation  and  maintenance  of  lunatics  in  county  jails,             -               -  7,000  00 

Public  guard  in  city  of  Richmond,           -  22,000  00 

Collection  and  transportation  of  arms,      .....  300  00 

Public  roads,      -  20,000  00 

Repairs  of  arms  at  armory,  pay  of  artificers,  &c.,       ....  3,500  00 

Geological  survey,               ......  8,000  00 

Military  school  at  Lexington,  -                -                                -                -                -  6,000  00 

Board  of  public  works,  for  interest  on  public  debt,  loans  for  internal  improvement,              -  204,662  63 

Repairs  to  hall  of  house  of  delegates,      -  1,275  00 

Reassessment  of  lands,  50,000  00 

To  pay  James  river  company  for  rent  of  water,  armory,  &c.,         ...  1,920  00 

$  775,472  39 


PROBABLE  RECEIPTS  DURING  THE  CURRENT  FISCAL  YEAR. 


From  taxes  on  lands,  .... 

lots,  -               -               -  - 

slaves,  .... 

horses,  .... 

studs,  .... 

coaches,  -               -               -  - 

stages,  .... 

carryalls,  .... 

gigs.  "  -     .  - 

licenses  to  merchants,  brokers,  jewellers  and  auctioneers, 

ditto    to  pedlars,  ... 

ditto    to  ordinary  keepers, 

ditto    to  keepers  of  houses  of  private  entertainment, 
ditto    to  venders  of  lottery  tickets,  - 
ditto    to  exhibitors  of  shows, 
tax  on  merchandize  per  act  of  10th  April,  1839, 

Deduct  as  the  estimated  amount  of  insolvents,  overcharges  &c. 


Deduct  sheriffs'  commissions  of  5  per  cent., 

Do.       do.         do.        of  2J  per  cent,  for  prompt  payment,  estimated, 


23,683  66 
9,000  00 


Add  estimated  nett  amount  from  the  counties  of  Isle  of  Wight  and  Patrick,  from  which  returns 
have  not  been  received,  - 


From  militia  fines  and  arrearages, 

tax  on  law  process  and  seals  of  courts, 

tax  on  the  great  seal  and  notarial  seals, 

land  office  fees,  ... 

duties  on  tobacco  shipped  and  sales  of  waste  tobacco, 

sale  of  waste  and  unappropriated  lands, 

redemption  of  delinquent  lands, 

sale  of  articles  manufactured  at  penitentiary, 


15,000  00 
20,000  00 
5,000  00 
1,500  00 
3,600  00 
500  00 
1,000  00 
8,000  00 


191,346  83 
46,418  S7 
70,412  10 
24,050  88 
12,503  IS 
17,304  19 
62  00 
2,127  15 
3,927  SO 
76,041  53 
2,675  00 
18,476  18 
2,538  50 
3,335  63 
1,170  00 
2,787  50 

475,177  39 
3,500  00 

471,677  39 


32,533  86 

439,093  53 
« 

3,950  00 
413,043  53 
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From  sale  of  condemned  slaves,             -  12,000  00 
dividends  on  bank  stock  and  interest  on  loan  to  the  Richmond  and  Peters- 
burg rail-road  company,        -  107,767  88 


174,367  88 


The  total  estimated  receipts  will  amount  to           -               -  $617,41141 
RECAPITULATION. 

Balance  remaining  in  treasury  on  the  1st  October  1939,  exclusive  of  amount  standing  to  the 

credit  of  the  Washington  monument  fund,           ....  17,396  95 

Estimated  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year,  which  will  terminate  on  the  30th  September  1840,  as  above,  617,411  41 

Probable  balance  against  the  treasury,  or  deficit  on  1st  October  1840,              -               -  140,664  02 

8  770,472  38 

The  total  estimated  expenses  during  the  same  time,  viz :  to  1st  October  1840,  as  per  the  fore- 
going,        -  $776,472  38 

The  committee  deem  it  unnecessary  to  report  specifically  the  public  debt,  inasmuch  as  that  matter  has  al- 
ready been  reported  to  the  general  assembly  by  the  first  and  second  auditors. 

The  statement  of  expenditures  given,  are  those  of  the  ordinary  current  expenses,  together  with  a  very  heavy 
increased  expenditure  arising  from  the  reassessment  of  the  lands  of  the  commonwealth. 

The  appropriations  made  during  the  present  session  are  inconsiderable.  Those  appropriations,  together 
with  a  judgment  obtained  against  the  commonwealth,  in  favour  of  the  heirs  of  Robert  George  deceased,  will 
probably  amount  to  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars. 
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of  the  probable  Receipt*  from  the  itemt  only,  upon  which  it  it  propoted  to 

during  the  current  Jitcal  year,  (1S40). 


I  of  Taxation 


On  lands, 

Lois,  including  not 

and  uoi 
Slaves, 
Horses, 
Coaches, 
Stages, 
Carryalls, 
Gigs,  - 
Licenses  to  merchants, 

and  auctioneers, 
Pedlars'  licenses, 

Ordinary 


or  occupied 


brokers,  jewellers 


Houses  of  private  entertainment, 

Venders  of  lottery  ticket!, 
Exhibitors  of  snows,  • 


Tax  on  notarial  and  great  seals, 


234707 

300636 
7280 
22 

2088 
6347 


191846  88 

46418  87 
70412  10 

24050  88 
17304  19 
62  00 
2127  15 

3927  80 

76041  53 
2675  00 

18476  18 


2538  50 

3335  63 
1170  00 


1500  00  |  Add 


24 


75  cts.  &  15  eta. 
10  cents. 
4  J  cents. 
J  per  cent. 


Add  \, 

Add  |, 

I  3  per  cent. 

I  Reduction  in 

limitation  of 

value. 
t  At  f  3  increase, 
|  and  at  2$  p.  ct. 
Doubled, 
Add  $20, 
Add  i, 

AU  I: 


47838  72 

15472  95 
23470  70 
13528  62 
4326  04 
15  00 
531  78 
981  95 

19010  38 
691  00 
554  28 
1000  00 


3000  00 
63  00 
3335  63 

780  00 
5000  00 
1250  00 

375  00 


239183  60 

61991  82 
9:isS2  80 
37579  50 
21630  23 
77  00 
2658  93 
4909  75 

95051  91 
3566  00 

1554  28 


3063  00 

6671  26 
1950  00 
25000  00 
6250  00 
1875  00 


*IJI423  05 


Note.— This  table,  from  the  want  of  the  necessary  data  in  several  in^anees,  and  the  complicated  nature  of  the  estimates,  to  be 
made  according  to  the  variations  in  the  rate  of  increased  taxation,  and  the  various  modes  of  charging  the  same,  together  with  the 
haste  with  which  it  has  been  prepared,  cannot  be  relied  upon  as  exact,  but  approaching  sufficiently  near  to  exactness,  to  shew  the 
amount  which  the  proposed  increase  of  taxes  will  produce, 

March  2,  1640. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SECOND  AUDITOR. 


SECOND  AUDITOR'S  OFFICE, 
4th  Mahch  1S40. 

SIR, 

In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  house  of  delegates  of  the  3d  instant,  I  have  the  honour  to  make 

the  following 

REPORT : 

The  amount  of  the  sinking  fund  at  this  time  is  $  60,007  45,  of  which  $  50,000  was  received  on  the  27th 
November  1835,  under  the  operation  of  the  act  of  10th  March  in  the  same  year,  creating  the  fund — and 
S  10,007  45  is  the  accumulation  from  the  interest  received  on  the  investments  to  the  1st  January  last.  Since 
November  1835,  the  treasury  has  not  been  in  a  condition  to  appropriate  any  further  sum  to  this  object.  Invest- 
ments out  of  the  above  mentioned  receipts  to  the  amount  of  $  60,006  have  been  made  in  stocks  of  the  state, 
viz  :  $  50,000  of  5  per  cent,  and  $  10,006  of  6  per  cent.,  leaving  a  balance  in  die  treasury  of  $  1  45. 

A  statement  is  herewith  sent  which  shews  the  several  items  of  receipts  and  disbursements.  To  make 
these  stocks  available  they  must  either  be  sold  for  money  or  paid  as  money  to  persons  having  claims  on  the 
commonwealth.  At  the  present  time  par  cannot  be  obtained  even  for  the  6  per  cent,  stock  in  money ;  the  5  per 
cent,  could  only  be  disposed  of  at  a  considerable  discount,  and  therefore  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  it  would 
be  received  at  par  in  payment  of  claims. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  do  not  see  how  this  fund  can  be  made  "  available  to  meet  the  existing  en- 
gagements of  the  state." 

With  great  respect,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN  Jb. 

Second  Auditor. 

The  honourable  (he  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegatet. 
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DR. 


THE  COMMISSIONERS  of 


RECEIPTS. 

1836 — Nov.   7— To  this  sum  received  from  the  commonwealth,  being  so  much  appropriated 
under  act  passed  10th  March  1835,  to  create  a  sinking  fund, 

1836 —  July  23 — To  interest  on  above  from  time  of  investment  (30th  April  1836)  to  1st  July 

1836,  at  6  per  cent,  .... 

1837 —  Jan.  28 — To  interest  for  six  months,  ending  1st  inst.,  ... 
Aug.  23 — To  interest  for  do.         1st  July,  -  -      1,260  00 

Interest  on  $  1,600,  6  per  cent.,  121  days,     -  -  31  82 


1838— Jan.  29— To 

H 

50,000,  6 
2,900,  6 

it 
« 

6  months  to  1st  inst., 
different  periods, 

July  86— To 

H 

50,000,  5 
4,200,  6 

<■ 
ii 

6  months  to  1st  inst., 
different  periods, 

1839— Jan.  31— To 

M 

60,000,  5 
6,600,  6 

M 
««. 

6  months  to  1st  inst., 
different  periods, 

July  13— To 

ct 

50,000,  5 
7,060,  6 

It 
il 

6  months  to  1st  inst., 
different  periods, 

1840— Feb.  11— To 

M 

60,000,  6 
8,606,  6 

II 

II 

6  months  to  1st  January, 
different  periods, 

1,250  00 
72  44 

1,260  00 
117  35 

1,250  00 
162  S2 

1,250  00 
203  99 

1,260  00 
251  23 


50,000  00 

417  80 
1,250  00 


1,281  82 
1,322  44 
1,367  36 
1,412  62 
1,463  99 
1,601  23 


$60,007  46 
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the  SINKING  FUND, 


CR 


INVESTMENTS. 

1836— April  30 — By  certificate  of  5  per  cent,  state  stock,  irredeemable  for  20  years  and  afterwards 

at  the  pleasure  of  the  general  assembly,    50,000  00 


1837—  March  2— By 
Aug.  23— By 
Nov.  3 — By 

1 838—  Feb.  9— By 
July  26— By 

1839—  Jan.  31— By 


July  13— By 
1840— Feb.  12— By 


do. 

6  per  cent. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


1,600  00 
1,000  00 
300  00 
1,300  00 
1,400  00 
1,460  00 

7,050  00 


do.  do.       redeemable  at  pleasure  of  Board  of 

public  works,       -  -      1,456  00 

do.  do.       to  be  redeemed  at  end  of  20  years,     1,500  00 


Total  amount  of  state  stock  held  by  the  fund, 
Cash  in  the  treasury, 


10,006  00 

60,006  00 
1  45 


March  4,  1840. 


1 60,007  45 

E.  E.  J.  BROWN,  Jr.,  Second  Auditor. 
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JAMES  RIVER  AND  KANAWHA  COMPANY. 


RICHMOND,  March  11,  1840. 

To  Thomas  W.  Gilmee,  Esq. 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegate*. 

SIR, 

A  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  bouse  of  delegates  of  the  29th  ultimo,  calling  upon  the 
president  or  secretary  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company,  for  information  upon  sundry  points  connected 
with  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  company,  was  received  by  me  about  the  middle  of  the  last  week,  under  cover  of  a 
letter  from  the  secretary.  I  waa  at  that  time  upon  the  line  of  the  canal,  an  hundred  miles  from  the  seat  of 
government,  pledged  by  previous  engagements  to  attend  personally  on  the  6th  instant,  to  certain  arbitrations 
relative  to  some  unsettled  claims  for  damages,  in  consequence  of  which,  I  was  very  reluctantly  detained  for 
several  days.  I,  however,  wrote  to  the  secretary  by  the  returning  mail,  staling  that  I  should  arrive  here  on  the 
10th  inst.,  and  desiring  that  he  would  respond  to  the  call  from  the  house  of  delegates  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible.  Upon  my  arrival  last  evening,  I  found  the  necessary  papers  in  such  a  state  of  forwardness  as  to  enable 
me  now  to  make  the  required  communication.  Accordingly,  1  have  the  honour  herewith  to  communicate  to  you  a 
printed  copy  of  the  fifth  annual  report  to  the  stockholders  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company,  accom- 
panied by  a  copy  for  each  member  of  the  house  of  delegates,  and  likewise  the  report  prepared  by  the  secretary, 
in  obedience  to  their  resolution  of  the  29th  ultimo. 

In  the  annual  report,  under  the  head  of  fiscal  concerns,  will  be  found  : 

1.  A  full  statement  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  president  and  directors  of  the  company,  in  regard  to  the 
negocialion  of  the  loan  authorized  by  the  act  passed  by  the  legislature,  on  the  23d  of  March  last,  and  of  their 
future  views  and  intentions  upon  that  subject. 

2.  An  explanatory  statement  relative  to  the  resolution  of  the  president  and  directors  to  commence  the  issue 
of  post-notes  at  the  July  meeting  of  the  board,  exhibiting  the  reasons  and  considerations  which  led  to  the  tem- 
porary adoption  of  this  policy,  in  preference  to  a  total  suspension  of  the  work. 

3.  A  summary  statement  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  November  last, 
and  of  the  state  and  condition  of  the  company's  funds  on  the  1st  of  December. 

In  the  appendix  to  the  annual  report,  will  be  found  a  detailed  statement  of  receipts  and  disbursements  of 
the  company,  for  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  November  last,  and  a  summary  statement  of  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements, from  the  first  commencement  of  operations  by  the  company  up  to  that  period. 

In  the  secretary's  report,  will  be  found  a  more  direct  answer  to  the  enquiries  propounded  by  the  house  of 
delegates  in  their  resolution  above  referred  to. 

It  is  proper  here  to  stale,  that  the  usual  communication  of  the  annual  report  of  the  company  to  the  legisla- 
ture, has  been  delayed  to  a  much  later  period  than  was  intended,  and  that  the  delay  has  been  produced  by  the 
unusual  pressure  of  business  upon  the  office  of  the  com  pany,  for  many  months  past,  in  consequence  of  the  issue 
of  post-notes,  and  by  the  great  extent  of  financial  details  to  be  reported. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  in  consequence  of  the  long  continuance  of  severe  frost  during 
tbe  winter,  the  operations  of  the  company  have  been  retarded  for  upwards  of  two  months ;  but  that  the  works 
will,  in  all  probability,  be  ready  for  the  introduction  of  the  water  about  the  first  of  May,  and  that  the  navigation 
of  the  canal  will  commence  in  the  course  of  that  month. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

JOSEPH  C.  CABELL, 

P.  J.  R.  If  K.  Co. 
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OFFICE  OF  THE  JAMES  RIVER  AND  KANAWHA  COMPANY, 

Richmond,  10th  March,  1S40. 

To  Thomas  W.  Gilmer,  Esq. 

Sjteaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 

SIR, 

The  president  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  company  being  absent  from  Richmond, 
it  becomes  my  duly  to  answer,  as  far  as  I  have  the  means  of  answering,  the  enquiries  contained  in  a  scries  of 
resolutions  adopted  by  the  house  of  delegates  on  the  29th  ultimo,  calling  upon  the  president  or  secretary  of  the 
said  company  tor  certain  information ;  to  which  resolutions,  hereinafter  replied  to  in  their  order,  I  beg  leave  to 
refer : 

1.  The  company  has  issued  engraved  post-notes  of  the  denominations  of  ten  dollars,  fifteen  dollars  and 
twenty  dollars,  of  different  dates,  payable  to  order,  at  six  months,  and  carrying  six  per  cent,  interest  as  follows  : 

Prior  to  the  1st  December  1839,  ....  703,960 
Subsequently  to  that  date,  ....  182,960 

Total,    S  SS6.920 

2.  The  aggregate  amount  of  post-notes,  issued  as  above,  which  have  been  redeemed,  is  as  follows: 

Prior  to  the  1st  December  1839,  ....  193,860 
Subsequently  to  that  date,  ....  216,745 

Total,   S  410,605 

Of  which  amount,  the  portions  received  on  different  accounts,  are  as  follows : 

For  stock  arrearages  and  interest,  tolls,  rents  and  other  debts  due  the  company,  90,200 

In  exchange  for  stock  of  the  city  of  Richmond  and  interest  thereon,              -  128,415 

In  exchange  for  the  company's  bonds  with  the  state's  guarantee,      -            -  191,600 

In  exchange  for  current  funds,          .....  490 

Total,  $410,605 

3.  The  amount  of  said  post-notes  now  outstanding  is  -  -         -  $476,315 

4.  The  amount  of  bonds  of  the  company  guaranteed  by  the  state,  issued  up  to  this  date,  inclusive,  is 
$215,900  ;  of  which  $23,500  were  issued  directly  to  creditors  of  the  company  in  payment  of  debts,  and 
$  191,500  in  exchange  for  post-notes.  Of  this  latter  amount,  8  30,600  wore  issued  to  persons  who  had  previ- 
ously received  post-notes  from  the  company  in  payment  of  debts,  and  $  160,900  to  purchasers  of  the  post-notes. 
The  whole  amount  of  bonds  so  issued  have  been  disposed  of  at  their  par  value. 

5.  The  amount  of  six  per  cent,  stock  of  the  corporation  of  Richmond,  received  of  said  corporation  in  pay- 
ment of  its  subscription  to  the  company,  is  §467,208 ;  of  which  $371,208  have  been  sold,  $82,000  are  pledged 
with  the  Bank  of  Virginia  and  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia,  and  $  14,000  remain  on  hand.  Of  the  amount  sold, 
$  20,500  were  sold  to  first  creditors  in  payment  of  debts,  $133,908  in  exchange  for  post-notes,  and  $  216,800  for 
current  funds.  The  rates  at  which  said  stock  was  sold,  and  the  loss  to  the  company  by  such  sales,  are  as 
follows  : 

$  43,600  sold  at  100   per  cent. 

51,80S     M      96   per  cent.,  the  discount  being  ....        2,072  32 

262,300     "      95       mm  ....       13,115  00 

1.S00  91  "  ....  162  00 

500      "       90$      •«  «  48  75 

1,000      "       904      "  "  -  -  -  9S  75 

10,200      "       90       m  •<  .  .  1(020  00 


$371,208  Total  discount,       -  -  -       16,516  82 

To  this  discount  add  J  per  cent.,  auctioneer's  commissions  on  the  sale  of  $  11,000  of  the  above 
stock  at  auction,  by  the  banks,  (with  whom  they  were  pledged),  - 


mi 


And  the  aggregate,  .....     $16,571  82 

will  be  the  loss  which  the  company  has  sustained  on  the  sale  of  stock  of  the  said  corporation. 
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It  may  not  be  amiss,  while  on  this  subject,  to  add,  that  a  balance  of  state  stock,  amounting  to  $  13,200, 
which  had  been  received  by  the  company  in  payment  of  the  state's  subscription,  was  recently  sold  at  95  per 
cent.,  being  the  best  price  which  could  be  obtained  for  it 

6.  It  would  give  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state,  in  answer  to  the  6th  resolution  of  the  scries  above  referred 
to,  M  the  common  rate  of  discount,  monthly,  in  the  market,  on  the  several  scrips,  bonds  and  stocks  above  speci- 
fied ;"  but  not  having  been  conversant  with  the  state  of  the  market,  I  have  not  the  means  of  giving  information 
on  this  point  with  any  degree  of  accuracy. 

7.  The  amount  of  contracts  entered  into  since  the  company  began  to  issue  their  post-notes  for  work  above 
Lynchburg,  is  estimated  by  the  principal  assistant  engineer  having  charge  of  that  portion  of  the  line,  at  $360,000. 
This  work  is  to  be  paid  for  in  post-notes,  convertible,  six  months  after  date,  into  guaranteed  bonds,  or  in  the 
bonds  themselves,  or  in  current  funds,  at  the  discretion  of  the  board  of  directors  ;  and  it  is  in  reference  to  this 
work  that  the  president  of  the  company,  in  his  fifth  annual  report  to  the  stockholders,  states  that  "  the  excava- 
tion is  10  per  cent.,  and  the  mechanical  work  (a  reasonable  allowance  being  made  for  changes  in  the  specifica- 
tions) 35  per  cent,  below  the  average  rate  of  prices  paid  by  the  company  for  the  last  two  years.  Upon  this 
work  there  have  been  paid,  in  January  S311  52,  and  in  February  $541  28. 

The  contracts  entered  into  for  work  below  Lynchburg,  since  the  company  began  to  issue  their  post-notes, 
are  mostly  for  jobs  of  small  amount,  such  as  farm  and  road  bridges,  bridge  embankments,  waste  weirs,  embank- 
ment over  culverts  and  around  locks  and  the  abutments  of  aqueducts,  inlet  and  outlet  ditches  to  culverts,  drain 
ditches,  lock-gate  valves,  a  lock  house,  a  small  dam,  and  the  completion  of  sundry  jobs  which  had  been  aban- 
doned after  commencement  by  former  contractors ;  in  all  ninety-one,  or  thereabout,  in  number,  of  which  fifty  arc 
already  completed.    The  monthly  payments  for  this  work  have  been  as  follows : 

In  August     1S39,  -  -  -  -  -  -  360  24 

September  "  -  -  -  -  -  -  9,909  88 

October      "  ......  7,889  91 

November   "  ......  21,112  55 

December   "  ......  16.4S7  49 

January    1840,  ......  18,010  40 

February     11  ......  3)036  22 


76.S06  69 

The  amount  paid  on  the  finished  jobs  is  35,403  90 

The  amount  paid  on  contracts  now  in  course  of  execution,  is  -       41,402  79 

  $76,S06  69 

I  have  not  in  possession  the  means  of  ascertaining  the  amount  of  work  yet  to  be  done  on  the  unfinished 
jobs  just  mentioned,  but  am  inclined  to  the  belief  that  50  per  cent  on  what  has  already  been  paid  will  be  more 
than  sufficient  to  complete  them. 

8.  The  agent  on  the  western  improvements,  and  the  superintendant  of  the  Blue  Ridge  canal,  have  con- 
tinued to  retain  their  own  salaries,  and  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  officers  and  agents  acting  under  them,  out  of 
the  tolls  collected  from  the  improvements  under  their  charge  respectively,  according  to  the  established  regula- 
tions of  the  company.  The  compensation  and  salaries  of  all  the  other  officers  and  agents  of  the  company  have 
been,  and  are,  paid  in  post-notes  at  par,  (with  current  funds  for  small  balances,  as  in  the  case  of  all  payments 
in  post-notes),  except  where  such  compensation  or  salaries  have  been  set  off  against  debts  due  the  company. 

I  remain,  sir,  with  much  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  CHITTENDEN, 
Secretary  of  the  James  River  and  Kanawha  Co. 
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SHEWING  THE  AVERAGE  VALUE  OP  THE  LAND  IN  THE  SEVERAL  COUNTIES  OP  THIS  COMMONWEALTH. 


Aggregate  value  of  the  Lands  and  Lota  in  the  First  District  of  Virginia,  under  the  present 

lent  (1838.) 
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City  of  Richmond, 
Norfolk  Borough,  - 
Petersburg, 
Fredericksburg, 
Portsmouth, 


7,821,263  00 
3,860,040  00 
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1,353,250  00 

16,868,270  00 


4,303,445  00 
2,367,365  00 
1,708,378  00 
673,360  00 
719,000  00 

9,791,548  00 


A  copy — Teste, 

JOHN  KERN  Jr.,  Clerk  pro 
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Aggregate  value  of  the  Lands  and  Lots  in  the  Second  District  op  Virginia,  under  the  present 

assessment,  (1838.) 
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6 

92 

7 

98 

Amherst, 

300,680 

231,530  00 

1,610,118 

16 

13,865 

00 

1,623,983  16 

5 

35 

7 

11 

Buckingham, 

449,326 

450,762  00 

2,871,321 

32 

49,430 

00 

2,920,751  32 

6 

39 

8 

40 

Bedford, 

479,623 

348,683  50 

2.140,765 

71 

60,790 

00 

2,207,555  71 

4 

46 

6 

59 

Campbell, 
Charlotte, 

387,098 

442,085  00 

2,372,443 

36 

22,804 

99 

2,395,248  35 

6 

13 

9 

94 

313,220 

356,759  00 

2,492,106 

29 

. 

2,492,106  29 

7 

96 

8 

33 

Culpepcr, 

229,017 

153,027  00 

2,190,662 

02 

76,142 

00 

2,266.804  02 

9 

57 

10 

49 

Cumberland,  • 

181,867 

314,921  (XI 

1,473,087 

86 

30.235 

00 

1,503,322  86 

8 

10 

9 

17 

Franklin, 

426,054 

204,704  00 

1,440,520 

00 

16.276 

00 

1,456,896  00 

3 

38 

49 

Fauquier, 

392,754 

661,580  00 

4,694,362 

18 

233,885 

00 

4,928,247  18 

11 

95 

18 

28 

Fluvanna, 

184,541 

286,452  00 

1,379,465 

23 

29,320 

00 

1,408,785  23 

7 

48 

8 

62 

Fairfax, 

256,758 

356,934  50 

1,684,433 

88 

26,539 

50 

1,711,023  38 

6 

56 

10 

69 

Goochland, 

178.921 

236,320  00 

2,058,366 

12} 

2,058,366  12} 

11 

50 

14 

38  1 

Greene, 

103,302 

59,611  00 

545,437 

18 

11,660 

00 

557,097  18 

5 

28 

5 

78 

Henry, 
Halifax, 

215,482 

52,600  00 

774,003 

34 

1  (1,504 

00 

790,507  34 

3 

59 

3 

25 

507,339 

587,130  00 

4,109.716 

58 

19,854 

00 

4,129,570  58 

8 

10 

7 

58 

Louisa, 

318,297 

377.156  76 

2,112,826 

89 

2,112,826  89 

6 

64 

8 

09 

Loudoun, 
Lunenburg, 

318,015 

889,806  00 

6,902,S12 

68 

277,316 

00 

7,180,128  68 

21 

71 

23 

49 

268,798 

178,604  00 

1,004,986 

00 

7,790 

00 

1,012,776  00 

3 

73 

4 

82 

I\t  Hfi  is/in 

220  693 

MCI  1  ,  CI  J.J  LrTJ 

fin 

i       aii1;  ift 

a 
%j 

HQ 

1 

fin 

Mecklenburg, 

309^50 

512,237  00 

2,607,827 

29 

186,685 

00 

2,794,512  29 

8 

42 

6 

79 

XT -I    _ . 

Nelson, 

OA  I  A^A 

301 ,082 

252,595  00 

1,812,943 

62 

36,345 

00 

1,849,398  62 

6 

02 

6 

65 

Nottoway, 

193,661 

289,956  00 

1,178,609 

61 

1,178,669  61 

'6 

09 

20 

Orange, 

213,972 

307,687  00 

1,706,681 

72 

76,930 

00 

1,783,611  72 

6 

10 

10 

88 

Patrick, 

803,432 

80,611  00 

470,936 

27 

470,936  27 

59 

71  , 

Prince  William, 

213,470 

195,815  00 

1,132,683 

77 

104,934 

00 

1,237,617  77 

5 

31 

9 

44 

Pittsylvania, 
Powhatan, 

608,721 

368,972  50 

2,813,526 

25 

243,713 

00 

3,057,239  25 

4 

62 

5 

43 

101,738 

345,522  50 

1,318,235 

12 

26,565 
223.388 

00 

1,344,800  12 

8 

15 

9 

93 

Prince  Edward, 

254,595 

393,956  00 

2,082,943 

83 

00 

2,306,331  83 

8 

18 

8 

38 

Rappahannock, 

166,089 

251,654  00 

1,639,214 

46 

33,350 

00 

1,672,564  40 

9 

81 

8 

47 

9,626,753 

10,411,097  76 

65,584,186 

m 

2,125.308 

49 

07,709,694  97 | 

6 

81* 

S 

20 

Bnildiap.  Total. 

Lynchburg,  -  -  697,470  00      1,307,011  00 
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Aggregate  value  of  the  Lands  and  Lots  in  the  Third  District  of  Virginia,  under  the  present 

(1838.) 
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Alleghany, 
Augusta, 

298,686 

78,720 

00 

452,991  07 

42,345 

00 

495,336  67 

i 

52 

577,689 

827,210 

00 

5,023,188  03 

101,917 

00 

5,125,105  03 

8 

70 

10 

39 

Botetourt, 

525,317 

335,620 

00 

1,871,848  29 

171,915 

00 

2,043,763  29 

3 

57 

4 

23 

Bath, 

366,520 

117,851 

62 

897,851  93 

none. 

897,851  93 

2 

45 

2 

04 

Berkeley, 

195,829 

438,110 

00 

3,066,623  94 

161,830 

00 

3,228,453  94 

15 

66 

11 

69 

Clarke, 

111,225 

308,795 

00 

2,605,624  58 

32,320 

00 

2,637,944  58 

23 

43 

Frederick, 

264,289 

533,466 

50 

2,841,938  00 

59,981 

00 

2,901,919  00 

10 

75 

16 

44 

Hard?!  ' 

604,«23 

250,009 

00 

2,592,637  91 

/0,:i(k) 

00 

2,668,942  91 

4 

{Va 

29 

3 

74 

723,308 

154,282 

10 

2,133,157  95J 

42,800 

00 

2,175,957  95J 

2 

95 

4 

12 

Jefferson, 

J26.666 

925,835 

00 

4,284,275  00 

361,896 

00 

4,646,171  00 

33 

82 

23 

40 

Morgan, 

139,577 

117,109 

00 

483,236  57 

40,077 

00 

523,313  57 

3 

46 

Page, 

198,304 

243,029 

00 

1,326,218  78 

39,495 

00 

1,365,713  78 

6 

69 

Pendleton, 
Rockbridge, 

516,717 

124,549 

08 

892,267  24 

21,594 

25 

913,861  49 

1 

73 

1 

58 

457,802 

306,424 

00 

2,015,506  75 

191,862 

00 

2,207,370  75 

4 

40 

5 

40 

Roanoke, 

159,919 

243,780 

00 

1,166,788  00 

50,350 

00 

1,217,138  00 

7 

29 

Rockingham, 

543,494 

809,790 

05 

4,893,957  96 

151,428 

00 

5,045,385  96 

9 

00 

9 

42 

Shenandoah, 

303,508 

357,627 

04 

2,625,635  81 

175,379 

00 

2,701,014  81 

8 

32 

8 

06 

Warren,  - 

121,605 

161,815 

00 

1,073,191  73 

46,050 

00 

1,119,241  73 

8 

83 

0,235,283 

6,342,022 

39 

40,146,942  14 J 

1,767,544 

25 

41,914,486  39* 

6 

44 

7 

33 

500,125  00 
148,500  00 

802,000  00 
275,717  90 

648,625  00 

1,077,717  90 
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Aggregate  value  of  the  Lands  and  Lots  in  the  Fourth  District  op  Virginia,  under  the  present 

assessment  (1838.) 
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Brooke, 

108,014 

161,347  50 

1,586,001 

76 

324,810  00 

1,910,811  76 

14  68 

i  , 

7  67 

Braxton, 

837,475 

14,532  83 

275,450 

39 

4,884  50 

279,334  89 

33 

Cabell, 
Floyd, 

351,709 

92,204  00 

1,089,807 

28 

44,820  00 

1,134,627  28 

3  10 

2  21 

247,838 

53,695  00 

395,156 

30 

10,310  00 

405,466  30 

1  S9i 
49} 

Fayette, 

1,052,087 

53,715  00 

521,420 

71 

none. 

521,420  71 

Greenbrier, 

890,862 

429,019  00 

2,626,448 

961 

121,191  00 

2,747,639  96} 
431,143  57 

2  95 

I  83 

Grayson, 

677,611 

72,609  00 

421,718 

57 

9,425  00 

62 1 

27 

Giles, 

236,510 

71,015  00 

589,744 

66 

27,965  00 

617,709  66 

2  49 

48 

Harrison, 

811,537 

206,292  00 

2,269.407 

64 

138,953  50 

2,408,361  14 

2  80 

I  95 

Jackson, 

658,644 

17,845  00 

739,680 

95 

6,640  00 

746,320  95 

1  12 

Kanawha, 
Lee, 

1,651,387 

293,075  00 

2,195,068 

33} 

196,800  00 

2,391,868  33} 

1  33 

34 

556,115 

90,240  00 

654,736 

48 

14,485  00 

669,221  48 

1  18 

18 

Lewis, 

1,904,804 

79,250  84 

1,134,991 
264,469 

51 

23,990  00 

1,158,981  51 

60 

56 

Logan, 
Monongalia, 

680,811 

29,284  00 

46 

5,340  00 

269,909  46 

39 

476,260 

245,514  50 

1,934,800 

00 

118,900  00 

2,053,700  00 

4  06 

1  18 

Monroe, 

408,971 

236,818  50 

1,798,874 

49 

41,415  00 

1,840,289  49 

4  40 

1  95 

Marshall, 

230,511 

59,980  00 

1,270,937 

33 

73,145  00 

1,344,082  33 

5  51 

Montgomery, 

370,151 

125,183  00 

1,171.573 

22 

92,800  00 

1,264,373  22 

3  17 

2  26 

Mason, 

352,663 

85,105  00 

1,402,092 

55 

73,960  00 

1,476,052  55 

3  98 

1  85 

Mercer, 

354,687 

6,189  75 

213,364 

18} 

1,280  00 

214,644  18} 
512,665  76 

60 

Nicholas, 

1,087,952 

29,698  00 

506,575 

76 

6,090  00 

47 

Ohio, 

63,354 

158,042  00 

1,361,567 

55 

20,775  00 

1,382,342  55 

21  49 

4  11 

Preston, 
iocanonlas, 

381,557 

51,774  00 

A  1   1  QnI  AA 

41,1*5  UO 

689,848 

17 

22,006  60 
y,oyu  uu 

611,854  67 

1  81 

470,077 

DO 

o/U,OUp  oo 

1  19 

Pulaski, 

Randolph, 
Russell, 

3,137,653 

29,265  50 

967,805 

96 

17,280  00 

985,085  96 

31 

23 

1,229,648 

59,870  61} 

601,743 

33 

20,713  75 

622,457  08 

49 

24 

Scott, 

799,984 

78,032  00 

450,980 

60 

17,815  00 

468,795  60 

56 

44 

Smyth, 

246,867 

135,470  00 

1,076,819 

29 

21,985  00 

1,001,804  29 

4  36 

Tazewell, 

2,703,572 

37,390  00 

780,466 

04 

18,200  00 

798,666  04 

29 

33 

Tyler, 

444,159 

69,841  00 

659,32.3 

21 

35,846  00 

695,169  21 

1  48 

68 

Wythe, 

686.789 

329,431  00 

1,484,903 

42 

121,500  00 

1,606,403  42 

2  16 

3  94 

Washington, 

413,524 

309,606  00 

2,047,471 

72 

246,900  00 

2,294,431  72 

4  95 

4  30 

Wood, 

540,278 

122,795  00 

1,392,139 

84 

184,086  00} 

1,576,225  84} 

2  58 

4  32 

25,064,061 

3,875,248  03}j  &«>,136,308  35} 

2,077,061  25} 

37,012,369  61 

1  40 

92 

City  of 


in  1st  district, 
2d  district, 
3d  district, 
4th  district, 


768,540  00 

60,704,053 
69,016,705  97; 
42.992.204 
39,217,544  61 


,  1st  district,  6  73} 

2d  district,  6  81} 

3d  district,  6  44 

4th  district,  1  40 


Total, 


Total  amount  of  property  in  the  1st  dis- 
trict under  assessment  of  1819, 
Do.         do.      2d  district,  do. 
Do.         do.      3d  district,  do. 
Do.         do.       4th  district,  do. 


8311,930.508  OS} 


Total, 


71,496,997  00 
78,165,919  00 
41,173,512  00 
16,057,550  00 

g  206.893,978  00 


Average  per  acre,  exclusive  of  town  property,  1st  district, 
Do.  do.  do.  2d  district, 

Do.  do.  do.  3d  district, 

Do.  do.  do.  4th  district, 


8  43 
8  20 
7  33 
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AN  ACT 


Reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  prescribing  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the  taxable  property 
xcithin  the  Commomcmlth  and  of  collecting  the  public  revenue. 


1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  every  county  and  corporation  court  within  this  com-  Am  or  March 

2  monwealth  shall,  annually,  in  the  months  of  September  or  October,  appoint  discreet  and  reputable  (LwUmm  or 

3  persons  to  be  commissioners  for  the  purposes  hereinafter  mentioned  ;  and  the  said  courts  are  ear- 

4  nestly  enjoined  to  make  choice  of  the  most  intelligent,  honest  and  disc  feet  men  to  perform  the 

5  duties  of  those  offices  in  their  respective  counties  and  corporations. 

2.  If  from  any  cause  the  said  courts  shall  fail  to  make  such  appointments  at  the  September  or  pmriiion wb«o 

2  October  lermslhereof,  such  appointments  shall  and  may  be  made  as  soon  thereafter  as  convenient,  | 

3  at  any  succeeding  term  before  the  first  of  February  ensuing  :  Provided,  That  in  all  cases  of  appoint-  utmt- 

4  merit  at  a  term  other  than  the  regular  terms,  the  justices  of  the  county  or  corporation  shall  have 

5  been  previously  summoned  ibr  that  purpo?e.(«) 

3.  If  the  justices  shall  be  equally  divided  in  the  appointment  of  a  commissioner  or  commis-  JJJjSJ^ 
2  sioners  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  sheriff  of  the  county  to  give  the  casting  vote.(A)      'qu  '  "* 

4.  The  courts  of  the  counties  of  Loudoun  and  Norfolk  shall  be  authorized  to  appoint  three  com-  An  Urn* 

2  missioners  of  the  revenue:  the  courts  of  the  counties  of  Accomack,  Albemarle,  Augusta,  Bath,  &u«,b»,nf  ra«. 

3  Bedford,  Botetourt,  Brunswick,  Buckingham,  Campbell,  Caroline,  Charlotte,  Chestertield,  Culpc-™^ 

4  per,  Dinwiddie,  Fauquier,  Franklin,  Frederick,  Greenbrier,  Halifax,  Hampshire,  Hanover,  Har-[J)£l,d 

5  rison,  Henrico,  Kanawha,  Louisa,  Lee,  Mecklenburg,  Monongalia,  Montgomery,  Monroe,  Ohio, 

6  Patrick,  Pittsylvania,  Rockbridge,  Rockingham,  Shenandoah,  Southampton,  Spottsylvania,  Smyth, 

7  Scott,  Tazewell,  Washington  and  Wythe,  shall  be  authorized  to  appoint  two  commissioners  of  the 

8  revenue:  and  the  courts  of  the  counties  of  Alleghany,  Amelia,  Amherst,  Berkeley,  Braxton,  Brooke, 

9  Cabell,  Charles  City,  Clarke,  Cumberland,  Elizabeth  City,  Essex,  Fairfax,  Fayette,  Floyd,  Flu- 

10  vanna,  Giles,  Gloucester,  Goochland,  Grayson,  Greenesville,  Greene,  Hardy,  Henry,  Isle  of  Wight, 

11  Jackson,  James  City,  Jefferson,  King  George,  King  William,  King  &  Queen,  Lancaster,  Lewis, 

12  Logan,  Lunenburg,  Madison,  Marshall,  Mason,  Matthews,  Mercer,  Middlesex,  Morgan,  Nansc- 

13  mond,  Nelson,  New  Kent,  Nicholas,  Northampton,  Northumberland,  Nottoway,  Orange,  Page, 

14  Pendleton,  Pocahontas,  Powhatan,  Preston,  Prince  Edward,  Princess  Anne,  Prince  George, 

15  Prince  William,  Pulaski,  Randolph,  Rappahannock,  Richmond,  Roanoke,  Russell,  Stafford, 

16  Surry,  Sussex,  Tyler,  Warwick,  Warren,  Westmoreland,  Wood  and  York,  and  the  courts  of  the 

17  corporations  of  Richmond,  Fredericksburg,  Lynchburg,  Petersburg,  Norfolk  borough,  Staunton, 

18  Williamsburg  and  Winchester,  shall  be  authorized  to  appoint  one  commissioner  of  the  revenue.(<r) 

5.  In  those  counties  where  more  commissioners  than  one  are  directed  to  be  appointed,  the  said  Actor  Much 

2  courts  shall  also  distinctly  lay  oft"  and  ascertain  the  bounds  of  the  district  allotted  to  each  com- j  \i,,,a 

3  missioner. 

6.  No  member  of  either  house  of  assembly,  persons  holding  any  office  in  civil  government  re-  a«  Mm* ibw, 

2  ceiving  slated  salaries,  practising  attorneys  oi  physicians,  clerks  of  courts,  inspectors,  ordinary  lvin>ihiiUMi* 

3  keepers,  sheriffs,  surveyors  or  their  deputies,  or  persons  that  have  been  in  the  office  of  sheriff",  deputy  00  ■ta,,i"ii 

4  sheriff,  or  collector  of  public  taxes  in  their  county,  shall  be  capable  of  acting  or  serving  as  commis- 
6  sioner,  unless  it  shall  appear,  by  sufficient  testimony,  other  than  the  party's  own  oath,  that  such 

6  sheriff"  or  collector  hath  completed  his  collection,  fully  paid  the  amount  thereof  into  the  treasury, 

7  and  finally  closed  every  account  relative  thereto. 

7.  The  clerk  of  the  couft  shall  certify  to  every  commissioner  his  appointment  without  delay  :  Act  n«rthiei9, 

2  and,  thereupon,  each  commissioner  shall  repair  to  some  acting  magistrate  of  the  county  or  corpo-  ujMkto«HM> 

3  ration,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit :  J,  A.  B.  do  txvear,  o^tr*™... 

4  (or  solemnly,  sincerely,  and  truly  declare  and  affirm,)  that,  as  commissioner  of  the  revenue  for  *™ 

5  county,  (city,  town  or  borough  of  Norfolk,  as  the  case  may  be,)  1  will,  to  the  best  of  my  skill 

(a)  Seae.  AeU  IBM'S,  ch.  1    The phraaeology  .lightly  modified.  [  Revised  Code  nf         m«  Sttpp.  R.  C.  eh.  961,  §  I  and  3,  ch  263, 
(»)  Supp.  Rev.  Code,  ch.  2*14.  U  7,  ch .  SfiM,  6  2  ;  Acte  1838-3,  ch  178,  171)  and  IfcO ;  Acta 

(c)  For  the  variona  acta  amending  thia  aection  oa  it  atuda  in  the    ch.  4  and  5 ;  Acta  183S»,  ch.  4  and  5. 
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6  and  judgment,  diligently  and  faithfully  execute  the  duties  of  the.  said  office,  without  favour,  affection  orpar- 

7  tialiiy.    And  that  I  will  do  equal  right  and  justice  according  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  in  every  case 

8  in  which  I  sh/ill  act  as  commissioner.    So  help  me  God.    A  certificate  of  which  oath  or  affirmation, 

9  shall  be  given  the  commissioner  by  the  magistrate  administering  it;  and  the  magistrate  shall  also 
10  certify  the  same  to  the  next  court  held  for  his  county  or  corporation,  to  be  recorded. 

a«  or  Much  8.  Each  and  every  commissioner  of  the  revenue,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office, 

2  shall  give  bond,  with  sufficient  security,  in  the  penalty  of  one  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  for 

3  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  such  office,  which  bond  shall  be  made  payable  to  the 

4  governor  or  chief  magistrate  for  the  time  being,  and  his  successors,  and  entered  of  record  in  the 

5  county  or  corporation  court.    And,  in  the  name  of  the  governor,  or  chief  magistrate,  or  his  suc- 

6  ccssors,  the  auditor  of  public  accounts,  at  the  costs  and  charges  of  the  commonwealth,  when  the 

7  commonwealth  is  injured,  or  any  person  or  persons  injured,  may  and  shall,  at  his,  her,  or  their 

8  costs  and  charges,  commence  and  prosecute  suits  on  the  said  bond  against  the  parties  therein 

9  bound,  their  executors  or  administrators,  and  shall  and  may  recover  all  damages  which  the  com- 

10  monwcallh,  or  any  person  or  persons,  may  have  sustained  by  mason  of  the  breach  of  the  condi- 

11  tion  of  such  bond.    And  such  bond  shall  not  become  void  upon  the  first  recovery,  or  if  judgment 

12  shall  be  given  against  any  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  who  shall  sue  upon  such  bond,  but  may  be  put  in 

13  suit  and  prosecuted,  from  lime  to  time,  for  the  benefit  and  at  the  proper  costs  and  charges  of  tho 

14  commonwealth,  or  any  person  injured,  until  the  penally  expressed  in  such  bond  shall  be  recovered : 

15  Provided  alwtiys,  That  if  any  verdict  and  judgment  shall  pass  for  such  commissioner,  the  com- 
tofraT1""  16  monwealth,  in  suits  brought  by  the  auditor,  or  the  person  at  whose  instance  such  suit  is  brought, 

17  shall  pay  such  commissioner,  or  his  securities,  their  executors  or  administrators,  their  costs.,- 
am  or  Much  9.  Every  commissioner,  thus  qualified,  shall  perform  the  following  duties  within  his  district:  he 

c™m~Li*>o,<;  2  shall,  in  the  first  place,  npply  to  the  preceding  commissioner,  or  other  person,  who  shall  have  pos- 
SSmh  for  mi  3  session  of  it,  for  the  book  containing  the  land  tax  list  within  his  district  or  county;  which  book 
kMpUnd  tM       4  the  said  commissioner  shall  keep  so  long  as  lie  shall  continue  in  office,  and,  on  his  death,  resigna- 

5  lion,  or  inability  to  act,  it  shall  be  delivered  to  the  succeeding  commissioner  for  the  district.  And 
0  every  commissioner  shall,  in  the  said  book,  note,  from  time  to  time,  all  such  alterations,  aliena- 

7  lions,  divisions  and  additions  as  may  happen  within  his  district,  and  shall  also  perform  all  the 

8  duties  of  the  commissioners  of  the  land-tax  as  herein  prescribed. 
how  tote        10.  They  shall  annually  make  out  their  books,  containing  a  list  of  the  land-tax,  within  their 

mtia-  2  respective  districts;  making  separate  tables  for  the  tracts  of  land,  and  the  town  lots.    The  said 

3  commissioners  shall  enter  each  tract  of  land  separately  in  their  said  books;  and,  according  to  tho 

4  best  information  which  they  can  obtain,  shall  particularly  describe  the  same  in  the  manner  fol- 

6  lowing:  in  the  first  column,  they  shall  enter  the  name  of  the  person,  who,  by  himself,  or  his  ten- 

6  ant,  has  the  freehold  in  possession;  in  ihe  second,  the  place  of  his  residence;  in  the  third,  hi3 

7  estate,  that  is,  whether  for  life,  or  in  fee  ;  in' the  fourth,  the  number  of  acres  of  laud  ;  in  the  fifth, 

8  the  description  of  the  land  as  to  the  water  courses,  mountains,  or  other  notorious  places,  on  which 

9  or  near  to  which  it  lies;  other  lands  which  it 'adjoins,  and  the  number  of  the  tract,  if  any;  in  the 

10  sixth,  its  distance  and  general  bearing  bom  the  courthouse  of  the  county;  in  the  seventh,  the 

11  value  of  the  land  per  acre  including  buildings ;  in  the  eighth,  the  sum  added  to  the  land  on 

12  account  of  buildings ;  in  the  ninth,  the  total  value  of  the  land  and  buildings;  in  the  tenth,  the 

13  amount  of  the  tax  on  the  whole  tract  at  the  rate  of  taxation  prescribed  by  law;  and  in  the 

14  eleventh,  all  alterations  made  since  the  preceding  year  shall  be  particularly  noted  and  explained, 

15  showing  distinctly  for  what  reason  and  upon  what  authority  each  alteration  has  been  made.  In 
10  the  tabic  of  town  lots  each  lot  shall  be  entered  separately^  and  according  to  the  best  information 
17  which  the  commissioner  can  get.  He  shall  describe  the  same  in  the  manner  following:  in  the 
IS  first,  second,  and  third  columns,  the  name  of  the  person  in  possession,  his  residence  and  estate, 

19  shall  be  described,  as  in  the  table  first  above  prescribed  ;  in  the  fourth  column,  the  number  of  lots 

20  in  any  town ;  in  the  fifth,  the  name  of  the  town,  in  w  hich  situated  ;  in  the  sixth,  the  value  of  the 

21  buildings;  in  the  seventh,  the  value  of  the  lots  including  buildings;  in  the  eighth,  the  yearly  rent 

22  of  lots;  in  the  ninth,  the  amount  of  tax  upon  the  lots  at  the  rate  of  taxation  ascertained  by  law; 

23  and  in  the  tenth,  all  alterations  to  be  noticed  and  explained  as  in  the  table  aforesaid. (d) 

\  oiwtn*°6  iota  11.  It  shall  l>e  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  of  the  revenue  to  place  on  their  books  all  the  un- 
"m^°^ci".u»  ^  improved  lots  in  any  city,  town,  or  borough,  and  also  all  improved  lots  not  rented  nor  in  the  occu- 
Jy**Jl^J*J    3  pancy  of  the  proprietor,  and  shall  estimate  the  value  thereof  as  fixed  by  the  assessors  under  the 

(if)  Thie  section,  which  atnnda  ■■  lh«  eighth  in  the  revised  act  of  I  land  and  lot  Hooks  to  the  chances  introduced  by  the  general  rea»- 
WW,  htt  been  necasanle  moduled.so  a*  to  adapt  the  formaofthe  |  seaament. 
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4  equalizing  law ;  the  tax  whereon  shall  be  estimated  according  to  such  valuation,  and  at  the  same 
6  rate  per  annum  as  is  paid  on  lands  in  the  country. (<r) 

12.  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  to  assess,  and  relurn  in  their  lists,  annually,  »Jar«ji 

2  the  yearly  rent  or  value  of  all  lots  and  houses  in  towns,  and  all  ordinaries  and  houses  of  private  <  (>m'»u.'iM.™  u> 

3  entertainment  within  their  respective  districts,  which  shall  be  ascertained  by  the  rent  paid  by  the SrSwSruMa 

4  tenant;  and  when  such  house,  lot,  ordinary, or  house  of  private  entertainment,  is  in  the  occupa- 0,*"""« 
6  tion  of  the  proprietor,  the  yearly  rent  or  value  shall  be  ascertained  by  a  comparison  of  its  value  J^-J"  *• 

6  with  other  houses  or  lots  actually  rented  :  Provided,  That  when  the  owner  or  proprietor  of  any  aiWi  «no»«d 

7  house  or  lot  subject  to  taxation,  shall  think  himself  aggrieved  bv  the  valuation  of  the  commis-  "wn" 

8  sioner,  he  may  appeal  to  the  court  by  whom  he  was  appointed,  whose  judgment  as  to  the  yearly  iwt  »r  won 

9  rent  or  value  shall  be  6nal.    The  said  commissioners,  or  either  of  them,  to  ascertain  the  rent  paid  yjSHStpw- 

10  on  houses  or  lots  actually  rented  or  leased,  may  call  on  the  tenant  or  proprietor1,  to  declare,  on 

11  oath  or  solemn  affirmation,  what  is  the  amount  of  rent  paid  for  the  same;  and  every  person  soP*n»iixf«  nA» 

12  called  on  and  refusing  to  declare,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars,  to  ko  h» 

13  recovered  by  motion,  on  ten  days  previous  notice,  at  the  instance  of  the  commissioners  of  the 

14  revenue,  or  either  of  them  :  Provided,  always,  That  no  lax  shall  be  collected  on  lands,  lots,  houses        (ou.  *«., 

15  or  other  property  belonging  to  this  commonwealth;  or  to  any  county,  town,  college,  houses  for 001  u"bl°' 

16  divine  worship,  or  seminary  of  learning. 

13.  lu  establishing  the  value  or  yearly  rent  of  taverns  or  houses  of  private  entertaimcnt,  the  Ru>«  ft» •J^j 

2  commissioner  of  the  revenue  shall  take  inlo  his  estimate  the  tavern  house  or  house  of  private  HSI.V.'ta!' 

3  entertaiment,  with  all  the  outhouses  appurtenant,  gardens,  stables,  lots,  baths,  pools  and  watering 

4  places,  with  all  other  things  that  impart  value  to  the  tavern  or  house  of  private  entertainment, 

5  except  the  farm  or  farm  houses  that  may  be  contiguous;  and  shall  estimate  the  tax  to  be  paid 

6  thereon  accordingly.^") 

14.  The  said  commissioners,  annually,  when  they  take  their  lists  of  taxable  personal  property,  a**  mm* 

2  shall  carry  with  them  iheir  land  books  of  the  preceding  year,  and  show  to  each  person  resident  i.LB'n,'..«.r.  to 

3  within  their  respective  districts,  and  to  the  agent,  if  any,  of  each  non-resident,  the  quantity  and       t°„j Jj^t 

4  description  of  lots  and  tracts  of  land  charged  to  them,  and  shall  require  of  such  resident  person  «•*•'•»»•'• 

5  and  such  agent  of  each  non-resident  person,  to  stale,  upon  oath  or  affirmation,  whether  the  lands 

6  and  lots  so  charged,  be  correctly  entered  and  described ;  whether  any  part  thereof  ought  to  be 

7  transferred  to  any  other  person  ;  and  if  so,  to  whom,  and  for  what  cause  ;  and  whether  any  other 
S  tract  of  land,  or  lot,  within  their  respective  districts,  ought  to  be  charged  to  such  resident  or  non- 
9  resident.    And  they  shall  further  require  of  such  resident,  and  such  "agent,  on  oath,  or  alliruia- 

10  lion,  such  description  of  the  lauds  or  lots  so  charged,  and  of  such  other  lands  or  lots  which  ought 

11  to  be  charged,  as  will  enable  the  said  commissioners  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  this  act. 

15.  If  any  person,  being  so  called  on  by  any  commissioner,  shall  fail  or  refuse,  without  suffi-  A-«or  Much 

2  cient  cause  therefor,  to  give  such  statement  or  description  on  oath  or  affirmation,  such  person  •»'»- 

3  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  commonwealth,  for  the  use  of  ihe  literary  fund,  the  sum  of  fifty  dol- ZltimiSmm*, 

4  lars,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  information  or  indictment,  in  the  inferior  or  superior  court  *ic      „. ,  . 

.1...  rr*  .  .  I  _^  How  appropriated 

5  of  law  for  the  county  within  which  the  offence  was  committed.    And,  in  order  that  such  offence  »■* 

6  may  be  prosecuted,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioner  forthwith  to  give  information  thereof  d»™?o^Tta<M- 

7  to  the  attorney  for  the  commonwealth,  and  lo  the  court  of  the  county. 

16.  Every  commissioner  shall,  annually,  in  making  out  his  new  land  book,  correct  such  errors  £!or»ureh 

2  in  the  entries  or  descriptions  of  the  preceding  year,  as  shall  be  made  appear  to  him  by  natiafim- fflf^ffi ,„,„ 

3  tory  evidence.    But  no  transfer  of  lands  or  lots,  heretofore  correctly  charged,  shall  be  made  from  •""""0,",d,IJ^n;  ' 

4  one  person  to  another,  and  no  entry  of  lands  or  lots,  not  charged  before,  shall  be  hereafter  made,  ",',( 

5  but  upon  evidence  of  record  that  such  transfer  or  entry  is  proper.  t»'*~oiu>*£» 

17.  The  lands  of  any  person,  after  his  decease,  shall  be  charged  to  his  estate,  until  it  shall  ap- ™^,n^,J^ 

2  pear  of  record,  in  the  court  of  the  county  where  the  land  lies,  to  whom  such  land  ought  to  be  Mt(c|i 

3  transferred  ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  personal  property  belonging  to  the  estate  of  such  deceased  J*'^,Vrd«.i.«i 

4  person,  shall  be  liable  lo  distress  for  the  payment  of  the  taxes  due  on  such  land.  pnJl  hiT 

18.  Whenever  any  commissioner  shall  hereafter  enter,  or  shall  heretofore  have  entered,  to  one  Sm4m  u>e»- 

2  person  any  tract  of  land  or  lot,  or  any  part  of  a  tract  of  land  or  lot,  which  had  before  been  entered  a"'^"*!^1^" 

3  to  another  person,  such  other  person  shall  be  forthwith  discharged  of  such  tract  of  laud  or  lot,  or  ^*Jf4lrtMbr 

4  part  of  a  tract  of  land  or  lot,  and  the  commissioner  shall  correct  his  books  accordingly  ;  for  every  j^.^*/ Bom- 

5  transfer  so  made,  by  entry  to  one  person  and  discharge  of  another,  the  commissioner  shall  be  en-  h»  r»  r« 

6  titled  to  a  fee  of  seventy-five  cents,  ut>be  charged  to  the  person  to  whom  the  transfer  is  made  ;  and  to^'km  «**<•- 

7  for  an  alteration,  except  made  to  correct  an  error  of  a  commissioner,  fifty  cents.    But  where  onejj^fr.  tmm+ 

(«)  8uPP.  IUt.  Cod.  ch.  205,  §  I.  (/)  Supp.  Re-.  Code ch.  205,  $  2. 
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8  or  more  tracts  of  land  in  the  same  county  and  in  the  same  commissioner's  district  are  conveyed 

9  by  the  same  deed,  the  commissioner  shall  only  be  entitled  to  one  fee  of  seventy-five  cents  for 
10  making  such  transfer,  to  be  paid  by  the  person  to  whom  the  transfer  is  made.(g) 

19.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  commissioners  of  the  revenue  to  make  out  tickets  for  their  legal 

2  fees,  and  place  them  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  or  sergeant  for  collection,  to  be  by  them  collected 

3  and  accounted  for  in  the  same  manner  as  clerks'  fees  are  now  collected  and  accounted  for;  and 

4  said  commissioners  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  penalties  as  clerks  now  are  for  issuing  tickets 

6  wrongfully. (A) 

20.  When  any  land  shall  hereafter  be  entered  on  the  commissioner's  book  which  had  not  before 

2  been  entered,  or  which  for  any  cause,  had  been  omitted  for  one  or  more  years  preceding  such 

3  entry,  it  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  commissioner  to  value  and  assess  such  land,  if  not  previously 
4 <valued  and  assessed,  according  to  the  best  of  his  judgment,  by  reference  to  the  assessed  value  of 

5  contiguous  lands  similarly  situated,  and  to  charge  thereon  the  taxes  at  the  rate  last  imposed  by  the 
G  legislature  for  so  many  years,  as  the  person  in  whose  name  it  shall  be  entered  would  have  been 

7  justly  chargeable  with,  if  such  land  had  never  been  omitted,  or  had  been  duly  entered  at  the  time 

8  when  the  title  accrued  to  such  person,  his  ancestor  or  devisor,  together  with  ten  per  centum  da- 

9  mages  on  each  year's  tax  :  Provided,  That  such-computation  of  damages  shall  in  no  case  extend 

10  further  back  than  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven. (i) 
ActefJUrcb  21.  And  whereas  it  is  represented,  that  there  are  many  tracts  of  patented  land  in  this  common- 
rfflilwioTM    2  wealth,  which  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  commissioners  precisely  to  ascertain  and  value;  Be  it 

iimiri    3  enacted,  Thai,  in  all  cases  where  the  commissioners  shall  not  be  able  to  find  any  lands  subject  to 

4  taxation  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  their  duty,  and  they  arc  hereby  required  and  directed,  to  publish 

5  a  list  of  all  such  lands  at  the  door  of  their  respective  courthouses,  at  least  three  several  court  days 
G  successively  ;  and,  in  case  the  owner  or  owners,  his,  her  or  their  agent  or  attorney,  shall  not, 

7  within  one  mouth  thereafter,  show  the  same  to  the  said  commissioners,  they  shall  proceed  to  tax 

8  the  said  lands  agreeably  to  the  best  information  they  can  obtain,  and  class  the  same  accordingly, 

9  any  thing  in  any  law  to  the  contrary,  notwithstanding. 

Actor  Man*  3S>  Where  commissioners  of  the  public  revenue  shall  tax  lands  as  lying  in  one  county,  which 

KfJ»*J*  2  lie  in  another,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  of  the  counties  wherein  such  lands,  so 
j«uiJ,  3  improperly  taxed,  actually  lie,  and  they  are  hereby  required,  on  information  of  the  fact,  to  certify 

%u<ii*ud     4  the  same,  and  the  quality  of  such  lands,  to  the  commissioners  who  committed  the  errors  in  such 

6  taxation,  and  thereupon  the  said  lands  shall  be  transferred  from  the  books  of  the  said  commis- 
G  sioners,  wherein  they  were  taxed  as  aforesaid,  to  the  books  of  the  commissioners  of  the  counties 

7  wherein  such  lands  really  lie. 
23.  Where  any  person  shall  hereafter  die  seized  of  any  tract  or  lot  of  land,  the  whole  of  which 

«Cc«*.       ^  might  have  been  assessed  by  the  commissioner  of  the  county  or  corporation,  wherein  the  same 
u    3  lies,  at  an  equal  rate,  but  which,  when  divided  among  the  heirs  or  devisees  of  the  decedent,  shall 

■  motif  h<-ir«  or  if*.  *    .  ■  .  _  _        O      +       #  # 

*»■, ■»«> he n  4  contain  some  one  or  more  parcel  or  parcels,  of  a  quality  inferior  to  that  ol  the  other  parcel  or 
bow.    '  5  parcels,  the  heir  or  devisee,  or  heirs  or  devisees,  or  his,  her  or  their  guardian  or  guardians,  as  the 

G  case  may  be,  to  whom  the  parcel  or  parcels  of  such  inferior  quality  may  be  allotted,  may  apply 

7  to  the  commissioner,  within  whose  district  such  parcel  or  parcels  may  lie,  to  make  a  re-assess- 

8  meat  of  the  same  :  the  saiil  commissioner,  on  such  application,  shall,  and  he  is  hereby  required, 
t.j  id  inch «...  9  forthwith  lo  go  ujton  the  parcel  or  parcels  of  land  proposed  to  be  re-assessed,  and,  according  to 
w kt  ippontorwi.  jq       beg|  0f  jns  skjii  ;incj  judgment,  apportion  the  tax  originally  assessed  upon  the  entire  tract  or 

11  lot  of  land,  amongst  the  holders  of  the  different  parcels,  having  due  regard  to  the  relative  value 

12  of  the  same,  and  thereupon,  proceed  lo  charge  them  in  his  book  of  the  land  tax,  with  their  respec- 

13  live  proportions  of  the  lax  of  such  land,  according  to  the  apportionment  by  him  made. 

iViV  ii""*  ^'  anX  P°rson  shall  be  seized  of  any  tract  or  lot  of  land  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  alienate  the 

glm'i'iar  i<mi.i«a  2  same  to  different  alienees,  or  a  part  thereof  to  one  or  more  persons,  by  which  some  one  or  more 
nitilUl'm'.'*  3  parcel  or  parcels  shall  be  inferior  in  value  to  the  other  parcel  or  parcels,  the  alienor  or  alienee,  as 
mtViS!*!**'  4  the  case  may  be,  who  shall  have  right  to  the  parcel  or  parcels  of  such  inferior  value,  may  have 
5  the  same  relief,  and  the  commissioner  of  the  district  wherein  the  land  lies  shall  perform  the  same 
Btw*>Mia(ii*i  6  duties  as  are  hereinbefore  provided  in  the  case  of  heirs  or  devisees :  Provided,  nevertheless,  That 
lf£L7i™T"rh  7  an>*  party  or  parties  who  shall  think  themselves  aggrieved  by  such  re-assessment,  may  require  the 
**•  9  commissioner  to  go  again  on  the  land,  with  such  persons  as  the  parties  or  their  representatives 

9  may  choose,  there  being  only  one  person  for  each  different  parcel  of  land,  who  may  review  the 

10  commissioner's  valuation  ;  and,  if  tbey,  or  a  majority  of  them,  agree,  their  valuation  shall  be  final; 

(tfl  For  the  Ukt  clauae  in  thia  aectton  aee  Supp  R.  Code  eh.  I     (OTIiia  wction  numbered  15  in  the  reviwd  act  of  ISIO— modi- 
265,  §  4.  fied  by  the  2d  aection  of  Uie  act  of  23d  March,  lt-30.    Vid.  acta 

(A)  AcU  of  IK»3;  Supp.  Iter.  Coda  ch.  270,  §  13.  |  1835-0,  ch  3. 


Act  of  M.rch 


Digitized  by  Google 


[Bill  No.  I.]  5 

11  but,  if  divided,  the  valuers  may  call  in  an  umpire,  whose  opinion  shall  be  final.    And  the  com-  R»r«n.«. ,««■- 

12  missioner  shall  charge  the  same  in  his  book,  so  as  he  make  it  correspond  with  the  decision  of  such  ** 

13  referees  or  umpire. 

25.  The  person  or  persons  ranking  application  to  the  commissioner  for  such  purpose,  shall  pay  *B%,*^5(*Ml, 
2  to  him  one  dollar  for  each  parcel  of  land  by  him  so  valued  and  re-assessed.  com'toiMiooer-i 

26.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  any  commissioner  of  the  revenue,  where  he  shall  discover,  on  proper  JUm**  '*'*"•*'" 

2  evidence,  any  error  or  mistake  in  the  quantity  or  valuation  of  any  lands,  or  where  the  same  IS  hmmS?"* 

3  charged  more  than  once  in  the  books  for  the  preceding  year,  to  rectify  the  same  in  the  list  made  JjjJ SSS 

4  out  by  him,  so  as  to  make  the  same  correspond  with  the  true  quantity  and  valuation,  and  as  shall 

5  appear  to  him  just. 

27.  Annually,  when  the  commissioner  shall  have  made  out  his  land  book,  according  to  the  best  *%rf5J^th 

2  of  his  judgment,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  he  shall  submit  the  same  to  the  inspec-  H«<iutj  u>«ubm.i 

3  tion  of  the  clerk  of  the  county  or  corporation  court.    It  shall  be  the  duly  of  such  clerk,  by  him-  ".r,kw.woi»<» 

4  self,  or  by  his  deputy,  to  examine  the  said  book,  to  compare  it  with  the  book  of  the  preceding ^^^JJJ  J^,, 

5  year,  with  the  records  of  his  olficc,  where  necessary,  and  with  this  act,  and  to  point  out  to  Uic 

6  commissioner  such  errors,  if  any,  ns  he  may  conceive  to  exist  therein. 

28.  If  the  commissioner  shall  differ  from  the  clerk  in  opinion,  as  to  any  matter  respecting  the  a<* of  Mm* 

2  said  book,  he  shall  refer  the  subject  to  the  court  of  the  county  or  corporation,  to  be  decided  by  juror^'iowim 

3  them,  and  shall  govern  himself  by  their  decision.  wJTSSkiSSZ 

29.  When  the  clerk  shall  have  found  the  commissioner's  book  correct  upon  examination,  or  when  An  of  Much 

2  it  shall  have  been  corrected  according  to  his  suggestions,  or  to  the  opinion  of  the  court,  he  shall  ^ViJewtifr 

3  annex  a  certificate  thereto,  in  the  following  form  :  jjj*  to l>" 0O'" 

4  /,  A.  IS  ,  cleric  (or  deputy  clerk)  of  the  county  (or  corporation)  of  ,  do  hereby  Fo,« 

5  certify  that  I  have  carefully  and  deliberately  examined  the  foregoing  land  book;  thai  I  have  compared  U0"* 

6  with  the  land  book  of  the  preceding  year,  with  the  records  in  my  office,  where  ntcessary,  and  with  the  law; 

7  and  that  1  find  the  same  to  be  correct.     Given  under  my  hand,  this  day  of 

A.  B. 

30.  The  clerks  who  examine  the  commissioners'  land  books,  shall  also  examine  the  commissioners'  mi  of 

2  lists  of  taxable  property  ;  and  they  shall  respectively  certify  the  same  to  be  correct,  as  far  as  their cilVtoauiai 

3  information  will  enable  them  to  do  so.    And  where  the  same  shall  appear  to  be  incorrect,  or  care-     '^^J, J"" 

4  lessly  or  negligently  made  out,  they  shall  certify  the  fact  to  the  courts  of  their  respective  counties  J;"^^^  ™ 

5  or  corporations,  at  their  next  term.    Such  certificate  shall  be  recorded  among  the  proceedings  of  To™  record. 

6  the  said  court,  and  a  copy  thereof  transmitted  to  the  auditor  of  public  accounts.  Joffl^^1m„?w"lU,, 

31.  The  clerk  for  his  services  herein,  shall  be  allowed  a  reasonable  compensation,  to  be  ascer-  ^'^J™,^"* 

2  taincd  and  certified  by  the  court  of  his  county  or  corporation,  and  paid  out  of  the  public  trea- 

3  sury :  proridid,  that  where  there  is  only  one  commissioner,  the  allowance  to  such  clerk  shall  not 

4  exceed  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars ;  where  there  are  two  commissioners,  the  sum  of  thirty-five 

5  dollars;  and  where  there  are  three  commissioners  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars.    And  if  the  said 

6  clerk  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  perform  the  duties  above  required  of  him,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to1 

7  the  commonwealth  for  the  benefit  of  the  literary  fund  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  for  each 
S  offence.;/.) 

32.  When  the  commissioners  of  the  revenue  in  the  several  counties,  cities,  towns  and  boroughs 

2  of  this  commonwealth  shall  have  completed  their  several  land  books  in  each  year,  they  shall,  on 

3  or  before  the  first  da}-  of  July,  deliver  one  fair  copy  thereof  to  the  clerk  of  trie  county,  city,  town 

4  or  borough,  to  be  by  him  preserved  amongst  his  records,  free  for  the  inspection  of  every  person  abject  to  foo 

5  in  any  manner  interested  therein,  and  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October  deliver  another  '"p""00- 

6  fair  copy  thereof  to  the  auditor  of  public  accounts,  as  his  guide  in  correcting  the  equalizer's  book, 

7  and  in  settling  with  the  sheriff*,  and  on  or  before  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  shall  deliver  another  cojmw 
3  fair  copy  thereof,  to  the  sheriff'  of  the  county,  which  shall  be  his  guide  in  collecting  the  land  tax" 
9  of  the  current  year.{7) 

33.  The  commissioner  shall,  in  no  case,  make  any  alteration  in  bis  land  book,  after  it  shall  have  ffiA 

2  been  certified  by  the  clerk.    But,  if  any  person  shall  think  himself  aggrieved  by  any  entry  rim  Jo  J^"™^^. 

3  in  said  book,  he  shall  be  at  liberty,  at  any  time  within  twelve  months  after  the  first  day  of  June  .fwici"k"o« 

4  succeeding  such  entry,  to  apply  to  the  court  of  the  county  or  corporation  for  relief.    And,  if  the  wtajajrihw 

5  court,  upon  examination  of  legal  evidence,  shall  be  satisfied,  that  the  applicant  is  erroneously  &™%f£'£r 

6  charged  with  any  taxes  on  said  book,  they  shall  make  an  order,  directing  that  he  shall  be  exone- ^Jj"  "'"^^ 

7  rated  from  the  payment  of  so  much  ns  is  erroneously  charged,  if  he  have  not  already  paid  it ;  and, 

8  if  he  have,  that  it  shall  be  refunded  to  him.    Such  order,  delivered  to  the  sheriff*,  shall  restrain  him  Eir«ior 

(*)  Rtvitod  id  of  1810,  $  2«,  tu  modified  by  the  act  of  1820-21.  I     (0  AcU  of  1836,  eh.  3,  §  1 ,  altered  from  reviied  act  of  1810,  § 
>  ide  Supp.  R.  C.  ch.  2C3,  $  (i.  |  27. 
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from  collecting  the  taxes  so  erroneously  charged  ;  or,  if  they  have  already  been  collected,  shall 
compel  him  to  refund  the  money,  if  he  have  not  paid  it  into  the  treasury  ;  and  shall  be  a  suffi- 
cient voucher  to  entitle  him  to  a  credit  for  so  much,  in  his  settlement  with  the  auditor.  ]f  the 
taxes,  so  erroneously  charged,  have  been  collected  and  paid  into  the  treasury,  the  order  of  the 
court  aforesaid  shall  entitle  the  claimant  to  a  warrant  on  the  treasury  for  the  amount  thereof: 
Provided,  ulicmjt,  That  the  attorney  for  the  common  wealth,  or,  in  his  absence,  some  attorney  ap- 
pointed by  the  court  for  that  purpose,  shall  appear  on  behalf  of  the  commonwealth,  and  defend 
such  application ;  and  that  no  order,  made  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  any  validity,  unless  it  appear, 
on  the  lace  thereof,  that  such  attorney  did  appear  on  behalf  of  the  commonwealth.  If  such  ap- 
plication should  fail,  judgment  shall  be  entered  against  the  applicant,  and  he  shall  pay  costs,  in- 
cluding an  attorney's  fee;  which,  if  the  sum  in  controversy  be  under  twenty  dollars,  shall  not 
exceed  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents. 

34.  If  any  commissioner  shall  wilfully  or  negligently  fail  to  perform  any  duty  hereby  required  of 
him,  in  relation  to  the  making  out  of  his  land  book,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  offence  the 
sum  of  fifty  dollars.  If  he  shall  wilfully  or  negligently  fail  to  deliver  a  (air  copy  of  such  book 
within  the  times  hereby  limited,  either  to  the  clerk,  the  auditor,  or  the  sheriff,  he  shall  forfeit  and 
pay,  for  each  offence,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars.  And,  if  he  shall  knowingly  make  any 
false  or  erroneous  entry  on  said  book]  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  each  offence,  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  dollars,  besides  being  liable  to  an  action  for  dam;iges  by  the  party  thereby  injured. 
These  fines  shall  go  to  the  commonwealth  for  the  use  of  the  literary  fund,  and  shall  be  recover- 
able in  the  following  manner.  The  fine  for  not  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  land  book  to  the  audi- 
tor's office,  shall  be  recovered  by  motion  in  the  general  court,  on  thirty  days  previous  notice 
thereof.  The  fine  for  not  delivering  a  copy  thereof  to  the  clerk,  or  to  the  sheriff',  shall  be  reco- 
verable by  motion  on  ten  days  previous  notice,  either  in  the  inferior  or  superior  court  of  law  for 
the  county,  or  in  the  court  of  the  corporation,  in  which  the  commissioner  resides.  And  the  other 
fines  shall  be  recoverable  by  action  of  debt,  information  or  indictment,  in  any  court  having  juris- 
diction thereof. 

35.  The  clerks  of  the  county  and  corporation  courts  are  hereby  directed  to  deliver  to  the  said  com- 
missioners, on  or  before  the  first  day  of  February,  annually,  a  list  of  conveyances  or  partitions 
recorded  in  their  respective  courts  within  the  preceding  year ;  and  shall  include  therein  all  con- 
veyances which  arc  partly,  although  not  fully,  proved  ;  with  correct  descriptions  of  such  property, 
certifying  the  quantity  and  situation  of  the  lands  so  conveyed.  And  such  commissioner  shall 
give  a  credit  to  the  person  disposing  of  the  same,  and  charge  the  purchaser  or  receiver  with  tbe- 
tax  payable  thereon ;  and,  in  like  manner,  in  cases  where  lands  have  not  been  heretofore  valued, 
or  where  lands  which  now  are  vacant,  and  which  may  hereafter  be  taken  up,  the  said  commis- 
sioners shall,  and  they  arc  hereby  required  to  value  the  same,  and  charge  the  owner  thereof  with 
the  tax,  in  manner  afotcsaid.(ro) 

3G.  The  clerks  of  the  circuit  superior  courts  of  law  and  chancery  shall,  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  February  annually,  deliver  to  the  commissioner  or  commissioners  of  the  revenue  within 
their  respective  counties  and  corporations,  lists  of  all  decrees  of  partition,  and  of  all  devises  of 
real  property  recorded  in  such  courts  within  the  year  next  preceding;  which  said  lists  shall  con- 
tain correct  descriptions  of  such  property,  including  the  true  quantity  and  situation  thereof  as  far 
as  the  same  can  ly  ascertained.  The  commissioners  of  the  revenue  shall  enter  all  lands  or  lots 
so  divided,  devLed  on  their  respective  land  books,  and  assess  the  value  thereof  in  the  mode  now 
prescribed  by  law.(jf) 

37.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  register  of  the  land  office  every  year,  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be,  to  mail  to  the  commissioners  of  the  revenue,  at  the  courthouse  of 
every  county,  town  and  borough  within  this  commonwealth,  abstracts  of  all  grants  issued  from 
the  land  office  within  the  year  "preceding,  for  lands  lying  within  such  county,  town  or  borough; 
which  abstracts  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  to  receive,  and  to  enter  the  new  Iv  granted 
lands  in  their  books;  and  for  every  such  duty  the  commissioner  shall  bo  entitled  to  demand  anil 
receive  a  fee  of  twenty-live  cents.  The  register  shall  be  required  to  advance  postage  on  all  such 
abstracts  mailed  by  him  ;  for  which  advance,  he  shall  receive  credit  on  his  half-yearly  settlements 
with  the  nuditor.(") 

3-4.  Every  commissioner  who  shall  fail  for  the  space  of  one  month  next  after  the  abstracts  afore- 
said shall  have  reached  the  place  to  which  the  register  shall  have  mailed  them,  to  enter  on  his 


(m)  5?u  much  of  thin  urctinn  a*  it  Mantis  in  the  revised  act  oft     (n)  Act*  of  lf.lO-T,  eb.  4,  {  1. 
lfM!>,  numbered  'Ml,  as  relate*  In  the  rejri*ter  of  the  laud  tiflire  |     (r>)  Acts  of  1633  4,rh.  4,  §  1 . 2.    Some  alight  modification  tntitt 
Omitted,  bettUM  re  enacted  with  fuller  provisions  in  January  1SU4.    in  the  phraseology  of  the  nerlion.  conforming  it  to  the  omitted 
See  ji  >st.  lection  37.  |  proriaion  noticed  in  note  (m)  to  the  preceding  35tb  nection. 
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3  books  the  lands  described  in  those  abstracts,  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  twenty  dollars,  recover- 

4  able  before  the  court  of  the  county  in  which  such  commissioner  shall  reside,  on  motion,  after  ten 
C  days  notice  by  each  person  whose  land  the  commissioner  shall  have  failed  to  enter  on  his  books, 
6  as  herein  before  directed. (p) 

39.  The  commissioners'  fees  for  entering  original  grants  shall  be  collected  and  accounted  for  in  f«mw« 
2  the  same  manner  as  provided  for  fees  on  transfers  of  land. (7)  '™,<t'.tK""  co1' 

40.  After  the  assessment  of  the  whole  state  shall  have  been  completed,  as  directed  by  the  act  <  «i<Uum>i  u. 

2  providing/or  the  re 'assess mmt  of  lands  in  this  commonwealth,  patted  the  twenty-fonrtji  tiny  of  March,  one  «c"dliDt°t'.,b w» 

3  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirtij-ei«ht,  and  copies  of  the  tables  of  assessment  for  the  several  coun- IinUhMirX*" 

4  Uei  shall  have  been  furnished  to  the  respective  commissioners,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  those  com- >m- 

5  missioners  to  correct  their  land  books  accordingly;  and  whenever,  thereafter,  any  part  of  a  tract  to«i«  i»nj, 

6  of  land  or  lot,  shall  be  transferred  from  one  person  to  another,  upon  the  commissioner's  books,  it  r^j.^'Jl^. 

7  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioner  to  ascertain  the  relative  value  of  the  part  so  transferred 

8  when  compared  with  the  whole  tract;  to  charge  the  part  so  transferred  at  such  relative  value;  to t« .ivr.. 

9  deduct  the  value,  so  charged  to  the  transferee,  from  the  amount  of  the  value  of  the  whole  tract  or  ^,2,^!'*' 

10  lot,  and  charge  the  balance  upon  the  residue  of  the  tract  or  lot.    If  any  person  interested  in  such 

11  apportionment,  shall  be  dissatisfied  therewith,  he  may  apply  to  the  court  of  the  county  or  corpo- 

12  ration,  in  which  the  land  or  lot  lies,  and,  upon  reasoniibie  notice  given  to  the  other  party  inte- 
19  rested  therein,  or,  if  the  other  party  cannot  be  found  in  the  county,  then,  upon  reasonable  'notice 

14  given  to  the  commissioner,  the  court  shall  have  full  power  to  correct  any  error  that  may  have  been 

15  committed,  and  shall  thereupon  order  the  commissioner's  book  to  be  reformed  accordingly.    The  orf««r 

16  commissioners  in  correcting  their  land  books  in  conformity  to  the  new  tables  of  assessment  shall 

17  make  alterations  for  all  transfers  which  shall  have  been  made  since  the  tables  were  completed. (r) 

41.  It  shall,  moreover,  bo  the  duty  of  the  commissioners,  annually  thereafter,  to  assess  the ^V^wi^" 

2  value  of  any  new  building,  which  may  have  been  erected  on  any  tract  of  land  or  lot,  and  which  JJTiibiJS? 

3  shall  not  have  been  theretofore  assessed,  and  to  add  the  amount  thereof,  to  the  value  at  which '•»»• 

4  such  land  or  lot  was  before  charged :    Provided,  hoicever,  That  they  shall  not  assess  any  such 

5  new  building,  which  is  under  the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars.    In  making  the  assessment  of««i,  &» 

6  new  buildings  as  aforesaid,  they  shall  be  valued,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  at  the  same  rate  at  which ,aeh 

7  other  buildings  in  the  same  neighbourhood  shall  have  been  valued  by  the  assessors  under  the  said 

8  act.    The  commissioners,  however,  shall  not  value  any  building  until  the  same  shall  have  been 

9  so  far  finished  as  to  be  fit  for  use ;  and  they  shall  then  assess  it,  whether  entirely  finished  or  not,  J-J","^ 

10  at  the  same  value  as  if  it  were  finished  on  the  plan  on  which  it  is  designed.    Whenever  3ny  Rule  in  COM  of 

11  building  assessed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  destroyed  by  any  cause  whatever,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of*"^^. 

12  the  commissioner,  at  the  next  periodical  correction  of  his  land  book,  so  to  correct  the  same  as  to1™^* 

13  deduct  from  the  value  of  the  buildings  charged  to  the  owner  thereof,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  the 

14  value  at  which  the  buildings  so  destroyed  shall  have  been  assessed. (r) 

42.  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  to  value  all  old  buildings  within  their  re-  0m  MW«p 

2  spective  districts,  which  may  have  been  omitted  by  the  assessors,  iu  the  same  manner  in  which 

3  they  are  directed  by  law,  to  value  new  buildings.(*) 

43.  And  the  said  commissioners,  at  the  periodical  correction  of  their  land  books,  shall  assess  abomi 
2  all  buildings  which  may  have  been  increased  in  value  to  one  hundred  dollars  and  upwards,  by"" 


neb. 


3  repairs  or  additions  thereto,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  are  now  required  to  assess  new  build- tTnplfaarilui. 

4  inns.    And  if  from  natural  decay,  any  building  pi<  viously  assessed,  shall  be  reduced  in  value ^™-iltwor 

5  below  one  hundred  dollars,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  to  deduct  the  same  from fflTj1" ta 

6  the  amount  of  improvements  charged  to  the  owner  thereof,  iu  like  manner,  as  if  the  same  had, 

7  from  any  cause,  been  totally  destroyed.    The  said  commissioners  shall,  moreover,  iu  assessing  v«iu«  of 

8  the  value  of  all  manufacturing  or  other  mills,  ascertain  as  near  as  may  be,  the  value  of  all  ma- r£l°\?£,™'u. 

9  chincry  and  fixtures  attached  thereto,  and  include  the  same  iu  the  amount  of  improvements  ^IHA™"*' 
10  charged  to  the  owner  ihereof.(/) 

44.  The  said  commissioners  shall,  severally,  on  the  first  day  of  March  in  each  year,  begin  and  i.i«u»ru««ki« 

2  proceed  without  delay  through  their  respective  districts,  to  make  their  lists  of  property  subject  to  IZShZZ'tobZ" 

3  taxation,  and  shall  call  upon  every  person  subject  to  taxation,  or  having  property  in  his  or  her*"' 

4  possession  or  care,  on  which  any  tax  is  imposed,  for  a  written  list  thereof,  which  list  being  cor- 

5  reeled  if  necessary,  and  distinctly  read  over  by  the  commissioner  to  the  person  delivering  the 


(/>)  Acu  of  1833-4,  cb.  4.  I  3. 

(?)  Ibidem  §  4  ;  I'itlr  ante  $  1'J. 

(r)  R.viwd  «ct  of  ISCI.ch.  $  31 ,  35,  M-altcrrd  l»y  1h« 
•cl  .,f  March  21,  ltf'W,  providing  for  a  re-u«*..uent.  AcU  180!), 
ch  0,  §  13,  14,  19. 


{>)  Acta  of  l8Sl»2l,ch.2G3,  §  4;  Supp.  p.  320. 
(J)  Act.  of  lBX2  3,cb.  3,  $  1. 
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Other  persona  ana* 
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I'tocto  hcj  th  r« 

on. 

Informer  allowed' 
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Act  of  Match 
IB]<>.  t  39. 
Clot  a  to  transmit 
copies  to  auditor. 
To  be  f.Mea-re  oo 


6  same,  be  or  she  shall  then  make  oath  or  affirmation,  that  such  list  contains  a  just  and  true  ac- 

7  count  of  all  persons  and  of  every  species  of  property  in  his  or  her  possession  or  care,  within  the 

8  district  (land  only  excepted),  subject  to  taxation  on  the  last  day  of  February  then  next  preceding; 

9  and  that  no  contract,  change  or  removal  whatever  of  property  had  been  made  or  entered  into,  or 

10  any  other  method  devised,  practised  or  used,  in  order  to  evade  the  payment  of  taxes  ;  which  oath 

11  or  affirmation  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  administer. 

12  And  the  said  list  of  taxable  property  and  land  shall  have  relation  to  the  last  day  of  the  same 

13  month  of  February.(u) 

45.  If  any  commissioner  of  the  revenue  shall  neglect  to  call  upon  any  person  liable  to  taxation 

2  within  his  district,  or  shall  fail  to  list  every  species  of  taxable  property,  within  the  time  and  in 

3  the  mode  prescribed  by  law,  without  a  reasonable  excuse,  he  shall  for  every  such  offence  forfeit 

4  and  pay  to  the  commonwealth,  for  the  use  of  the  literary  fund,  a  fine  of  not  less  than  twenty  nor 

5  more  than  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  information  or  indictment,  in 

6  the  superior  or  inferior  court  of  (he  county  within  which  such  offence  shall  be  committed  ;  and  it 

7  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  judge  presiding  "in  such  superior  court,  and  of  the  attorney  for  the  com- 
S  monwealth,  at  each  quarterly  courl,  to  direct  diligent  enquiry  to  be  made  by  the  grand  juries 
9  thereof  into  every  violation  of  this  nct.(t) 

4G.  If  any  person  shall  give  or  deliver  lo  a  commissioner  a  false  or  fraudulent  list  of  persons  or 

2  property,  subject  to  taxation,  or  shall  refuse  to  give  a  list  on  oath  or  affirmation,  when  required  by 

3  the  commissioner,  the  j>crson  or  persons  so  refusing  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  fifteen  dollars,  and 

4  the  commissioner  shall  proceed  to  list  such  person's  property,  agreeably  to  the  best  information  ho 

5  can  procure  ;  and  all  such  property,  so  ascertained,  shall  be  moreover  subject  lo  a  treble  lax,  to 

6  be  collected  and  distrained  for  by  the  sheriffi  as  in  other  cases;  and,  in  the  case  of  an  imperfect. 

7  false  or  fraudulent  list,  the  person  giving  I  he  same,  shall  be  subject  to  pay  a  tine  of  fifteen  dollars, 

8  nnd  the  property  subject  to  a  treble  tax  ;  which  fines  and  treble  taxes  shall  be  recovered  in  the 

9  county  or  corporation  court,  by  the  following  mode  of  proceeding,  and  applied  as  hereinafter 
10  directed. 

47.  The  commissioner  shall  give  information  thereof  personally,  or,  if  unable  to  attend,  in  wri- 
2  ting,  under  his  hand,  to  the  next  court  held  for  his  county  or  corporation,  which  court  shall  f'orth- 

*  3  with  direct  the  clerk  to  issue  a  summons,  requiring  the  party  to  appear  at  the  next  court,  to  be 

4  held  for  the  county  or  corporation,  to  shew  cause,  it  any  he  can,  why  he  should  not  be  fined  and 

5  trebly  taxed,  for  giving  an  imperfect  or  fraudulent  list  of  taxables,  or  for  refusing  to  give  a  list  on 
G  oath  or  affirmation  ;  and  the  person  or  persons,  upon  being  served  therewith  by  the  sheriff",  and 
7  appearing,  shall  immediately  plead  to  issue,  and  the  matter  thereof  shall  be  enquired  into  by  a 

5  jury,  or  the  court,  at  the  defendant's  option  ;  and,  on  conviction,  or  the  person  failing  to  appear 
9  upon  being  summoned,  the  fine  and  treble  tax  shall  be  established  by  judgment  of  the  court,  who, 

10  unless  good  cause  be  shewn  at  the  next  succeeding  court  for  such  failure,  shall  award  execution 

11  for  the  fine  and  costs,  and  certify  the  amount  of  the  tax  to  the  sheriff",  for  collection,  and  to  the 

12  auditor's  office;  the  amount  of  which  fine,  after  deducting  thereout  such  allowance  as  the  court 

13  may  think  reasonable  to  make  the  commissioner  for  his  extraordinary  trouble  on  the  occasion, 

14  shall  go  to  the  commonwealth,  for  the  use  of  the  literary  fund  ;  and  the  ireblc  tax  shall  be  charged 

15  to  the  sheriffi  and  accounted  for  in  like  manner  as  the  other  taxes. 

48.  The  clerk  of  the  court  shall  set  up,  at  the  door  of  his  courthouse,  a  copy  of  the  proceed ing< 
2  in  such  cases,  on  the  succeeding  court  day. 

49.  And  for  preventing  frauds  or  impositions  upon  commissioners,  Be  it  further  enacted,  That 

2  every  person  or  persons,  having  knowledge  of  any  incorrect,  false  or  fraudulent  list  being  given 

3  a  commissioner,  shall  give  information  thereof,  either  to  a  commissioner,  or  to  the  county  or  cor- 

4  poration  court,  in  like  manner,  as  the  commissioner  is  directed  ;  and  thereupon,  the  same  mode  of 

6  proceeding  shall  be  had  as  if  the  commissioner  gave  information ;  and  the  person  informing  shall 
G  be  entitled  to  and  receive  one  half  of  the  fine  imposed  on  the  offender  or  offenders,  to  his  own 

7  use,  and  the  other  half  lo  the  commonwealth,  to  be  applied  as  aforesaid. 

50.  The  clerk  of  every  county  and  corporation  court  shall  transmit,  to  the  avditor,*  a  fair  and 

2  attested  copy  of  all  proceedings  had  at  his  court  in  such  cases,  immediately  after  every  court; 

3  noting  therein  the  names  of  the  sitting  magistrates ;  which  attested  copy  shall  be  admitted  as 

4  proof  on  any  motion  in  the  general  court  by  the  auditor  for  the  recover)-  of  any  fine  imposed  by 

5  this  act. 


18JS,  ch.  3,  §  2. 


<t)  Supp  R.  C.  ch.  263.  $  2. 
*  Governor  in  the  net  of  lel'J. 
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51.  In  case  any  person  should  be  absent  from  bis  or  her  place  of  residence,  at  the  time  the  com-  Act«r  Much 

2  missioner  calls  to  receive  the  list,  and  it  should  appear  to  the  commissioner,  that  such  absence  ,„ 

3  was  not  intentional,  or  done  with  a  view  of  avoiding  the  delivery  of  such  list,  it  shall  be  lawful  Ti,"r'oM,»ion. 

4  for  the  commissioner  to  require  the  attendance  of  such  absent  person,  with  his  or  her  list,  at  aoyyjjjyjj*'" 

6  time  and  place  within  the  said  district:  Provided,  Such  person  tenders  his  or  her  list  to  the  OO0I- «'_?*>»■_»*«■ 
C  missioner,  and  makes  oath  to  the  justness  of  it,  on  or  before  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  May  annu-i*d"  ""v"' 

7  ally ;  and,  in  case  of  failure,  the  commissioner  shall  proceed  in  like  manner  ns  is  before  directed,  p"!r™',,!in,w 

8  in  cases  of  refusal  to  give  in  lists,  and  the  court  shall  determine,  upon  the  circumstances  of  ihe  Jj^"dl"* *• 

9  case,  whether  to  inflict  or  remit  the  fine  and  treble  taxes. 

62.  The  several  commissioners  of  the  revenue  shall  and  they  arc  hereby  required,  in  making MriMrt 

2  out  the  annual  lists  of  taxable  properly  within  this  commonwealth,  to  make  out  correct  lists,  andSSJ^^^'* 

3  set  the  same  down  in  separate  columns,  prepared  on  their  books  for  the  purpose,  opposite  the 

4  names  of  the  respective  owners,  of  all  two  wheel  riding  carriages,  phaetons,  stage  wagons,  and 

5  other  riding  carriages  whatsoever,  belonging  to  persons  residing  within  their  respective  districts; 

6  and  each  commissioner  shall  make  an  estimation  of  the  value  of  all  such  carriages,  including  the  y«»a«i<» or  «r- 

7  harness  belonging  thereunto.    The  commissioner  shall  fix  the  value  thereof  by  actual  view  and  U!SudI,K"'*,u' 
5  examination ;  anil  where  he  has  not  full  confidence  in  his  own  judgment  as  to  the  value  of  such 

9  property,  he  shall  call  upon  two  respectable  freeholders,  to  whom  he  shall  administer  an  oath, 

10  that  they  will  faithfully  and  impartially  value  the  same  at  its  fair  market  value;  and  it  shall  bcc«>« 

11  the  duly  of  the  commissioners  to  place  the  same  on  their  books,  agreeably  to  such  valuation,  and  r 

12  shall  note  opposite  to  the  person's  name,  that  the  value  was  ascertained  by  two  freeholders  acting 

13  upon  oath.(w) 
"  wh 


53.  And  whereas,  it  is  suggested  that  doubts  exist  whether  the  carriages,  commonly  called  fiar-«"^J*w*»- 

2  ryalls  or  Jersey  iragons,  are  to  be  considered  as  riding  carriages,  within  the  meaning  of  the  reve- HLd**004 ^ 

3  nue  laws,  and  to  what  class  they  belong;  for  remedy  whereof,  Be  it  enacted  and  declared,  That 

4  such  carriages  shall  be  included  in  the  list  of  taxable  property  as  riding  carriages,  and  shall  be 

5  classed  with  stage-wagons  and  taxed  as  such.(z) 

54.  The  commissioners  shall  also  return,  in  their  lists  of  the  subjects  of  taxation,  in  their  respec-  w  v,h 

2  tive  districts,  all  merchants  or  venders  of  merchandize,  of  foreign  growth  and  manufacture,  by  Li.Jofi.tch.Bi 

3  wholesale  or  retail,  and  all  such  as  vend  the  same  by  retail  only.  •Heft"'01"" 

65.  The  commissioners  shall  severally  return,  on  oath,  to  their  respective  courts,  a  list  of  all  a«  or  mm** 

2  their  own  taxable  property,  and  shall  enter  the  same  in  the  several  lists,  to  be  by  them  returned  u!t'«rt^mii. 

3  to  the  different  persons  and  public  officers,  and,  on  failing  to  comply  herein,  shall  be  liable  to  be  .finjo^j.1"' 

4  proceeded  against,  in  the  same  manner,  and  subject  to  the  same  penalties,  as  in  case  of  any  other  gjg^jjjjj^ 

5  neglect. 

5G.  Each  of  the  said  commissioners  shall,  after  collecting  the  lists  of  property  from  the      A,,^*^t*1  «*" 

2  habitants  of  his  district,  in  manner  before  mentioned,  make  four  alphabetical  general  lists  "* 

3  therefrom,  shewing,  in  columns,  the  date  when  each  list  was  received,  the  persons  charge-  wh*i  to »p,*u. 

4  able  with  the  tax  or  taxes,  distinguishing  those  also  subject  only  to  county  levies  and  poor  rates, 

5  and  the  number  or  quantity  of  every  species  of  property  subject  to  tax ;  which  lists  shall  be 

C  kept  and  delivered  in  the  following  manner:  Each  commissioner  shall  retain  one  of  those  oM to i» m»w- 

7  lists  in  his  own  possession,  so  long  as  he  continues  in  office;  afterwards,  to  be  delivered  to  his l^'vS««rir*i™r'"1 

8  successor,  as  in  the  case  of  the  land  tax  books;  and  one  other  of  the  lists,  together  with  the  JjJjJi., „tun»d 

9  lists  taken  from  individuals  in  his  district,  shall  be  returned  to  the  clerk  for  examination  as  herein-  J**^'' 

10  before  provided.    The  list  in  the  clerk's  office  shall  serve  for  laying  the  county  levy,  and  fixing  t. 

11  the  poor  rates,  and  be  subject  to  the  inspection  or  examination  of  any  person  who  may  choose  to  Ion"  . ° 


12  examine  the  same :  Provided,  They  be  not  taken  out  of  the  clerk's  possession:  and  copies  may  OoTSTLot*. 

13  be  had  at  the  charge  of  the  person  or  persons  desiring  the  same.    One  other  of  the  said  lists,  after  |ftlli»lf»wdi» 

14  being  certified  by  the  clerk,  shall  be  delivered  by  the  commissioner  to  the  high  sheriff  of  the 

15  county,  as  his  guide  to  collect  the  taxes;  and  the  remaining  fourth  list,  being  also  certified  by  the  a  fount,  ...n.mit. 

16  clerk,  shall  be  transmitted  by  the  commissioner  to  the  auditors  office,  there  to  be  minutely  exa-  |,«t'.,>.*"<,luw'* 

17  mined,  and  to  be  produced  by  the  auditor,  and  admitted  as  evidence  by  the  general  court,  tor  the  2£VS!3? 
IS  amount  of  taxes  charged  the  sheriff.    All  which  lists,  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  the  duty  of  the  ^^;^wt'" 

19  several  commissioners  to  have  delivered  to  the  several  persons  or  officers,  on  or  before  the  last 

20  day  of  June  annually.    And  the  said  commissioners  shall  take  a  receipt  or  acknowledgment  in  Sgf**** 

21  writing  of  the  delivery  of  such  lists.(jz) 

(tr)  R.r.  Code  1Slf»,  ch.  m,  $  41.    Bupp.  ch.  2lio,  §  3.  I     (»)  Iter.  Cod.  1SI£>,  ch.  1S3,  §  43.    AcU  183$,  ch.  3,  5  3. 

(x)1Uy.  Code  ISll'.ch.  lefl,  §  I, 

3 


all  por- 
Proviflo. 


Digitized  by  Google 


10 


[Bill  No.  1.] 


A«  of  March 

WMI  .Imll  tx. 

atltod  in  nKh 
luu  ;  ukI  bow. 


Act  of 
1819. t  «. 

Actouiiu  of  &n«« 
and  uMiiitinal 
Iuh,  wbon  to  bo 
trinauitled  to  au- 
ditor. 

Act  of  Mireh 

1*19,  »  49. 


Act  of  Much 
1819,  i  50. 
Paoalty  on  com. 
irjlaiionor  failing 
to  <lo!i««f  Urn  to 


rlo 


vary  of  bouk.  to 

.h«.„ir.  i». 

rfcr 


AM  of 
1819,  ♦  M. 
Dot,  of 


in  any 


Taiai  for  •ii.-ii 
yoai*.  by  wboa 
aod  w  h«n  to  bo 


Act  of  M  itch 
1819,  S  M. 
AoUitof •«  «l«tj  te 
ration  to  court*, 
inatancaa  of  iftOt 
pacity  of  enmnui 


57.  In  each  of  the  lists  aforesaid,  the  commissioner  shall  set  down,  opposite  to  the  names  of  the 

2  persons  or  owners  of  the  property  taxed,  alphabetically  arranged,  llie  total  amount  of  the  tax  by 

3  them  respectively  due ;  he  shall  add  up  the  columns  of  figures  on  each  page  of  his  lists,  so  as  to 

4  present,  at  the  bottom  of  each,  the  total  number  of  persons  and  articles  subject  to  taxation,  with 
6  the  sum  of  the  tax  due  on  all  the  subjects  contained  in  such  page.    And,  in  some  one  page  at  the 

6  close  of  his  lists,  he  shall  enter  the  sums  from  the  bottoms  of  the  respective  pages,  by  reference 

7  thereto,  so  as  to  present,  at  one  view,  the  various  species  and  total  number  of  the  subjects  of  taxa- 

8  tion,  within  his  district,  county,  city,  town  or  borough,  and  the  total  amount  of  the  revenue  arising 

9  therefrom. 

58.  An  account  of  all  fines,  or  additional  taxes,  imposed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  by  the 
2  said  commissioners  transmitted  to  the  auditor's  office  before  the  first  of  August  annually. 

59.  Each  commissioner  of  the  revenue  shall  hereafter  subscribe  the  following  oath  or  affirma- 

2  tion,  to  the  four  alphabetical  lists  of  property  which  he  is  annually  required  to  make  out  by  this 

3  act,  viz : 

4  I,  A.  B.  commissioner  of  the  revenue  for  the  county  of  ,  (city,  totrn  or  borough, 
6  as  the  case  may  be,)  do  solemnly  swear,  (or  affirm,  as  the  case  may  be,)  that  in  making  out  the  list  hereto 

6  annexed,  I  fiave  diligently,  faithfully  and  strictly,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  ability,  pursued  the 

7  provisions  of  the  several  laws,  prescribing  the  duty  of  a  commissioner  of  the  revenue.  Signed  A.  B.  Com- 

8  missioner  as  aforesaid. 

9  Which  oath  shall  be  taken  and  subscribed  to  before  some  magistrate  of  the  county  or  corporation, 

10  who  shall  annex  the  following  certificate  thereto : 

11  Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  E.  F.  a  magistrate  for  the  county,  (city,  town  or  borough,)  of" 

12  ,  on  the  day  of  ,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

60.  Any  commissioner  of  the  revenue  who  shall,  without  good  cause,  fail  to  deliver,  to  the  she- 

2  riff  or  other  collector  of  the  taxes  of  his  county  or  corporation,  the  list  of  taxable  property  and 

3  land  book  of  his  district,  at  the  period  required  by  law,  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every  day  for 

4  which  he  shall  withhold  the  said  list  or  land  book,  after  the  period  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  one  dol- 
6  lar,  to  be  recovered  of  such  commissioner  by  motion  in  the  court  of  his  county  or  corporation,  on 
6  ten  days  notice,  at  the  suit  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  sheriff  aggrieved  thereby. 

61.  Each  commissioner  shall  certify  in  the  books  which  he  returns  to  the  auditor's  office,  that 

2  he  delivered  true  and  faithful  copies  thereof  to  the  sheriff  or  other  collector  of  the  public  revenue 

3  within  his  district ;  and,  if  he  shall  fail  or  neglect  to  deliver  to  such  sheriff  or  other  collector,  or 

4  to  return  to  the  auditor  the  land  and  property  books,  within  the  periods  prescribed  by  law,  he 
6  shall  for  every  such  offence  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  commonwealth,  for  the  use  of  the  literary  fund, 

6  a  fine  not  less  than  one  hundred  nor  more  than  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  by  motion  in 

7  the  general  court,  by  the  auditor  of  public  accounts,  on  reasonable  notice.(r) 

62.  The  commissioners  of  the  revenue,  for  the  counties  wherein  no  commissioner  was  appointed 

2  during  any  former  year,  and  no  list  of  taxable  property  was  returned  to  the  sheriff  or  other  public 

3  collector  for  collection,  shall  proceed  to  take  the  lists  of  taxable  property  and  land  tax,  for  the  last 

4  year,  or  any  prior  year,  in  conformity  with  the  acts  imposing  and  providing  for  ascertaining  and 

5  collecting  taxes  for  such  years,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  lists  aforesaid  had  been  taken  within 

6  due  time;  and  shall  return  the  said  lists  to  the  sheriff  or  other  public  collector,  along  with  the 

7  lists  for  the  current  year ;  and  such  sheriff'  or  other  public  collector  shall  proceed  to  collect  the 

8  several  suras  charged  therein,  in  like  manner  as  if  the  said  sums  had  been  collected  in  due  time, 

9  and  shall  complete  such  collection  at  the  same  period  with  the  taxes  chargeable  for  the  current 

10  year:  and,  as  the  duties  of  the  commissioners  for  the  said  counties  will  be  greatly  augmented, 

11  the  courts  aforesaid  are  authorized  to  allow  to  the  said  commissioners,  respectively,  such  compen- 

12  sation  for  their  services  during  the  current  year,  as  they  would  have  been  entitled  to  receive,  bad 

13  they  been  appointed  and  performed  the  duties  of  commissioners  in  the  former  year,  for  which  no 

14  lists  have  been  returned,  together  with  the  further  compensation  allowed  the  commissioners  of  the 

15  revenue  under  this  act. 

63.  The  auditor  is  authorized  and  required  to  report,  to  the  courts  by  whom  the  said  commis- 

2  sioners  are  appointed,  all  instances  of  incapacity,  neglect  or  misconduct  of  any  commissioner 

3  occurring  within  his  knowledge.    And  the  clerks  of  the  several  county  and  corporation  courts 

4  shall  carefully  preserve  all  reports  of  the  auditor  relative  to  the  incapacity,  misconduct,  or  neglect 
h  of  any  commissioner,  and  lay  them  before  such  court,  whenever  they  shall  bo  about  to  appoint  a 
6  commissioner  of  the  revenue. 
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64.  On  complaint  made  to  any  county  or  corporation  court,  that  a  commissioner  neglects  or  A«t  or  iureb 

2  abuses  the  trust  hereby  vested  in  him,  it  shall  be  lawful  tor  such  court  to  order  a  summons  to  M»!;.if?"r*««ii. 

3  issue,  requiring  the  said  commissioner  to  appear  before  them  at  their  next  succeeding  court,  which  |X^"*iwMI"' 

4  being  served  on  him,  or  a  copy  thereof  left  at  his  usual  place  of  abode,  ten  days  at  least  before  ^°'J^du'*- 
6  the  return  day  thereof,  the  court  may  proceed  to  hear  and  determine  the  complaint,  and  may  ro-  ,tuw •»'»•■»• 

6  move  him  from  his  office  if  it  appear  to  them  that  the  said  complaint  is  well  founded.  n»<»i  rmnotn. 

65.  The  commissioners  of  the  revenue  shall,  before  the  first  day  of  December  in  every  year, 

2  return  to  the  court  of  their  respective  counties  or  corporations  a  correct  account  of  their  services ;  i" «uVu 

3  and  the  said  courts  are  hereby  respectively  authorized  and  required  to  ascertain  the  time  in  which 

4  the  said  services  might  have  been  reasonably  performed,  and  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  auditor 

5  of  public  accounts,  in  manner  following: 

6  This  day  produced  an  account  of  his  services  at  a  commissioner  of  the  revenue,  and  the  Form  < 

7  court  have  considered  that  days  were  requisite  for  the  said  commissioner  to  perform  t/te  services c"*" 

8  aforcsaul. 

9  And  the  said  commissioners  shall  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  of  this  commonwealth,  on  warrant* 

10  from  the  auditor  of  public  accounts,  two  dollars  per  day,  agreeably  to  the  time  so  ascertained  by 

11  the  court:  Provided,  ahrays,  That  the  sum  so  allowed  shall  not  exceed  three  hundred  dollars  peri 


12  annum  to  the  commissioner  for  the  city  of  Richmond  ;  arid  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum  to  ^".J™,"  of 

13  each  of  the  commissioners  in  the  counties  of  Amherst,  Berkeley,  Cumberland,  Fairfax,  Fauquier,  "'.'J'^™^,, 

14  Frederick,  Goochland,  Hardy,  Isle  of  Wight,  King  &  Queen,  Lunenburg,  Nelson,  Orange,  Pen-  »tnn*i* 

15  dlelon,  Princess  Anne,  Prince  Edward,  Prince  William,  Russell,  Stafford  and  Sussex:  And  pro-SU. 

16  tided,  also,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  four  hundred  dollars,  may  be  apportioned  among  the  three 

17  commissioners  of  Loudoun  county  ;  three  hundred  dollars  among  the  three  commissioners  of  Nor- 

18  folk  county  ;  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  between  the  two  commissioners  of  Patrick  county,  and 

19  not  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  shall  be  allowed  to  each  of  the  commissioners 

20  of  Hampshire  county ;  nor  more  than  one  hundred  dollars  to  each  of  the  commissioners  of  Mon- 

21  roe,  Lee,  Scott,  Smyth  and  Tazewell  counties.    The  allowances  to  the  commissioners  in  all  the 

22  other  counties  and  corporations  within  this  commonwealth,  shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty 

23  dollars  per  annum  each  ;  and  hereafter  when  any  new  county  shall  be  created,  the  court  of  such  To  cm 

24  county  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  at  the  time  prescribed  by  law,  to  appoiut"' ™" 

25  one  commissioner  of  the  revenue,  whose  compensation  shall  in  like  manner  be  regulated,  so  as 

26  not  to  exceed  one  huudred  and  fifty  dollars,  unless  otherwise  specially  provided  for.(a) 

66.  Unless  the  lists  of  taxable  property  returned  by  the  commissioner  to  the  auditor's  office  shall  SyJJjJ 

2  have  been  verified  by  oath  or  affirmation  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  this  act,  such  commissioner  " 

3  shall  receive  only  one  half  the  pay  allowed  and  certified  by  the  court  of  the  county  or  corporation. (4) 

67.  In  case  any  person  appointed  to  the  office  of  commissioner  under  this  act  shall  refuse  to  a«<  <>r  Nana 

2  serve,  not  having  a  reasonable  excuse  in  the  opinion  of  the  court  of  the  county,  he  shall,  for  every  tw'y  for». 

3  such  refusal,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars.  KSSfiuS?" 
63.  No  commissioner,  after  having  served  one  year,  shall  be  again  compelled  to  serve.  ahoim 


69.  If  at  any  time  the  said  commissioner  shall  be  unable,  from  sickness  or  other  just  cause,  to 

2  perform  the  services  required  of  him  as  commissioner  of  the  revenue,  he  may,  and  he  is  hereby  XtiarBSd 

3  permitted  and  allowed  to  employ  some  fit  and  proper  person  to  assist  him,  who  shall  take  an  oath,  jfflJjS,,^ 

4  before  the  county  or  corporation  court,  faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office,  and  for  whose  '^l™'^™ 

6  good  conduct  the  principal  shall  moreover  be  liable.  faJHH  ohmUi. 

70.  Vacancies,  which  may  happen  in  the  office  of  commissioner  of  the  revenue,  may  be  supplied  !h.V'"i^i»ou* 

2  by  the  several  county  and  corporation  courts,  at  any  of  their  stated  sessions.    And  the  clerk  is  ftftJtSS^* 

3  directed  to  call  on  the  preceding  commissioner,  or  his  legal  representatives,  for  all  papers,  con-  JESS* 

4  cerning  the  office  of  such  commissioner,  in  his  or  their  hands,  and  deliver  the  same  to  such  newly  &ikjmmjm' 

5  appointed  commissioner;  and,  in  case  they  or  any  of  them  be  lost,  he  shall  furnish  such  commis-  tm.iioo.r,  *<•  for 

6  sioner  with  copies  thereof  from  his  office,  and  for  which  he  shall  be  paid  by  the  commonwealth  JImUJIw 

7  the  same  fees  which  by  law  he  might  charge  an  individual  for  similar  services.  o7££... om  ti. 

71.  Whenever  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue  in  any  county  shall  have  proceeded  to  take  the  j*^.  ««* 

2  list  of  taxable  property,  and  discharge  other  duties  appertaining  to  his  office,  and  shall  die  before       bim  w" 

3  the  same  be  accomplished,  and  previous  to  the  day  on  which  by  law  he  is  to  make  a  return  of  his  a*  or  Manh 

4  books,  the  court  of  the  county  or  corporation,  wherein  he  was  commissioner,  shall  at  their  next  Bm\mm irain 
6  term  appoint  a  successor,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  proceed  to  finish  the  list  begun  by  the  former 

6  commissioner.    And  upon  the  completion  of  the  same,  the  court  shall  apportion  the  sum  which 

C<mn  to  .ppoint 

(a)  Re».  Code  1819,  ch.  183.  §  54.   Sapp.  R.  C.  ch.  275,  i  5.  |     (4)  Rer.  Coda  1819,  ch.  183,  part  of  §  54. 
Supp.R.C.ch.26i,263,a64,272.    AcU  1832  3,ch.  178,179, 180. 
Art.  1838,  ch..  4  and  5.   AcU  1839,  ch.  4,  §  5. 
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7  is  bylaw  allowed,  between  the  commissioner  then  acting  and  the  representatives  of  the  deceased 

8  commissioner,  according  to  the  services  respectively  rendered. 

72.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioner  who  shall  be  thus  appointed  to  complete  the  list  of 

2  taxable  property,  to  make  application  lo  the  person  in  whose  possession  the  unfinished  list  of  tax- 

3  able  property  taken  by  the  deceased  commissioner  may  be,  for  the  same:  nnd  in  case  the  said 

4  unfinished  list  should  not  be  delivered  to  the  commissioner  on  application,  then  and  in  that  case 
6  he  shall  proceed  to  take  the  list  of  taxable  property  as  if  there  had  been  no  previous  commis- 
G  sioner,  and  shall  alone  be  entitled  to  the  allowance  made  by  law. 

73.  No  commissioner  of  the  revenue  shall  be  appointed  or  act  as  collector  of  any  public  tax, 
2  county  or  corporation  levy  or  poor  rate. 

74.  All  stud  horses  and  jack  asses  which  shall  hereafter  be  let  to  mares  within  the  common- 

2  wealth  of  Virginia,  whether  owned  by  the  persons  residing  within  the  commonwealth,  or  persons 

3  residing  in  any  other  stale,  shall  be  entered  with  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue  in  the  county 

4  or  district  where  such  horse  or  ass  shall  stand,  by  the  owner,  if  such  owner  resides  in  the  county, 

6  and  if  the  owner  doth  not  reside  in  the  county,  then  by  the  proprietor  of  the  place  where  such 
G  horse  or  ass  shall  stand,  who  shall  be  liable  fbl  the  tax;  and  when  it  shall  happen  that  any  borse 

7  or  ass  shall  stand  in  two  or  more  counties,  they  shall  Ik:  entered  within  the  county  or  district 

8  where  the  season  commences. 

75.  If  the  commissioner  shall  call  on  any  person  or  persons  owning  any  stud  horse  or  jack  ass 

2  for  a  list  of  his  property  before  the  season  commences,  and  the  said  owner  shall  be  unable  to 

3  ascertain  the  price  at  which  such  horse  or  ass  will  stand  for  the  season,  or  if  an)'  person,  after  the 

4  commissioner  so  calling,  shall  become  the  owner  of  any  horse  or  ass,  or  shall  receive  any  thing, 
fl  either  directly  or  indirectly,  for  the  season,  or  shall  permit  any  such  horse  or  ass  to  be  kept  at  his 
G  stable,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  persons  to  enter  such  horse  or  ass  with  ihe  commissioner  of  ihe 

7  county  or  district  wherein  he  resides,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  May  in  every  year.  Any  person 

8  failing  to  enter  a  horse  or  ass  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  who  shall  enter  such  horse 

9  or  ass  at  a  less  price  than  he  shall  receive,  payable  within  the  season,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  treble 

10  the  amount  of  the  sum  at  which  such  horse  or  ass  shall  stand,  to  be  collected  and  accounted  for 

11  by  the  sheriff,  on  oath,  for  the  use  of  the  commonwealth. 

76.  Any  person  other  than  the  owner,  who  shall  become  liable  for  the  tax  on  any  stud  horse  or 

2  ass  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  shall  think  himself  in  danger  of  losing  the  same,  shall 

3  have  his  remedy  on  the  borse  or  ass  by  attachment  or  otherwise. 

77.  When  anjr  persou  shall  remove  any  stud  horse  or  jack  ass  out  of  the  limits  of  (he  county  or 

2  commissioner's  district  wherein  he  is  resident,  after  the  ninth  of  March  in  any  year,  it  shall  be  the 

3  duty  of  such  person  removing  such  horse  or  ass  as  aforesaid,  to  produce  lo  the  sheriff  of  the  county 

4  into  which  such  horse  or  ass  is  removed,  a  certificate  from  the  commissioner  of  the  county  or  dis- 

6  trict  from  which  such  horse  or  ass  is  removed,  that  such  horse  or  ass  has  been  duly  entered  with 
G  such  commissioner,  and  the  sum  for  which  such  horse  or  ass  is  entered  for  the  season.  Kvery 

7  person  failing  as  aforesaid  shall  forfeit  and  pay  treble  the  amount  of  the  sum  at  which  such  horse 

8  or  ass  shall  cover  for  the  season,  to  be  collected  and  accounted  for  by  the  sheriff,  on  oath,  for  the 

9  use  of  the  commonwealth. 

78.  It  shall  be  ihe  duty  of  the  clerks  of  the  several  county  and  corporation  courts  within  this 

2  commonwealth  to  transmit  to  the  auditor  of  public  accounts,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  February 

3  in  each  year,  certified  copies  of  the  bonds  executed  in  their  respective  courts  by  the  commissioners 

4  of  the  revenue ;  which  certified  copies  shall  be  evidence  in  any  prosecution  by  the  auditor  against 

6  the  said  commissioners  for  any  official  misconduct  or  neglect  of  duty  ;  and  if  any  cletk  shall  fail 
G  to  perform  the  duty  aforesaid,  lie  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  four  hundred  dollars,  to 

7  be  recovered  by  motion,  on  reasonable  notice,  in  the  general  court. (c) 

79.  It  shall  be  ihe  duty  of  the  auditor  to  furnish  the  commissioners  of  ihe  revenue  throughout 
2  the  commonwealth  with  copies  of  all  ihe  laws  defining  their  duties,  together  with  such  forms  and 
!J  instructions  as  he  shall  see  cause  to  give  them  ;  the  expense  whereof,  and  also  of  transmitting  the 

4  same,  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  the  public  treasury  on  the  order  of  the  executive. (<A 

80.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  sheriff  and  collector  within  this  commonwealth  to  proceed  to 

2  collect  all  taxes  imposed  by  law  on  lands,  slaves  and  other  properly,  agreeably  to  the  lists  taken 

3  and  returned  by  llic  commissioners  of  the  revenue,  commencing  on  the  first  day  of  July  instead 
1  of  the  first  day  of  June  as  heretofore;  and  they  may  be  distrained  for  on  the  first  day  of  Aut^ust 

5  next  succeeding,  instead  of  the  first  day  of  July,  as  heretofore.  And  the  sheriffs  and  collectors 
G  shall,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  December  in  each  year,  pay  into  the  public  treasury  all 


(r)  Supp.  R  c.  eh.  2C3,  §  l. 
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7  taxes  to  be  by  theni  collected  in  such  year,  allowing  however  to  every  sheriff  or  collector  whose  Tim.  allowed 

8  county  courthouse  is  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  seat  of  government,  one  day  !^M^™'.""1"U',, 

9  after  the  said  fifteenth  day  of  December,  for  every  thirty  miles  of  such  excess.(f) 

81.  All  sheriffs  who  shall,  on  or  before  the  time  appointed  by  law,  pay  into  the  treasury  the  full  a.Miimw.1  rem. 

2  amount  of  the  public  revenue  due  from  the  counties  in  which  they  now  act,  or  may  hereafter  act  ISdMhiir'piT0 

3  as  sheriffs,  shall  at  the  time  of  making  such  payments  respectively,  be  entitled  to  an  additional 

4  compensation  of  two  nnd  a  half  per  centum  on  the  amount  of  the  taxes  by  them  accounted  for  and 
6  paid  into  the  treasury,  over  and  above  the  five  per  centum  allowed  by  \a\v.(f) 

82.  If  any  sheriff',  coroner,  or  other  collector  of  public  taxes,  commissioned  or  appointed  since  j^0'^, 


.  pri&* 

5  shall  be  liable  to  a  judgment  against  them,  jointly  and  severally  to  be  rendered,  in  the  general  court,  ^ 

6  in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth,  on  motion  of  the  auditor,  or  other  person  appointed  for  that  pur- «»«-  d»ni.j«.. 

7  pose,  for  the  whole  amount  of  such  taxes,  with  interest  on  the  principal  sum,  from  the  time  when  it 

8  should  have  been  paid  until  the  judgment  shall  be  satisfied,  and  fifteen  per  centum  damages  in 

9  addition  thereto. 

83.  It  shall  moreover  be  lawful  for  the  auditor  of  public  accounts,  within  twenty  days  after  such  J\"^^0"'- 

2  delinquency  shall  have  occurred,  to  file  in  the  office  of  the  general  court,  with  the  clerk  thereof,  "£J°t  u»« 

3  an  accurate  account  of  the  amount  of  taxes  due  from  such  sheriff,  coroner  or  other  collector,  and  S^Sm^nwuI 

4  not  accounted  for;  and  thereupon  the  clerk  of  the  said  court  shall  proceed  to  enter  up  a  judgmc  nt  Clerk  10  enter  up 
C  against  every  such  delinquent,  his  security  or  securities,  his  or  their  executors  or  administrators, SS^mtMi 

6  jointly  and  severally,  for  the  whole  amount  of  such  taxes,  or  such  balance  as  may  be  unpaid,  with  '""*• 

7  interest  on  the  principal  sum  from  the  time  when  it  should  have  been  paid  until  the  judgment 

8  shall  be  satisfied,  and  fifteen  per  centum  damages  in  addition  thereto;  which  judgment  shall  be 

9  entered  of  record  by  the  clerk,  and  shall  have  the  same  validity,  and  be  subject  in  all  respects  to 

10  the  like  proceedings  thereupon,  as  if  it  had  been  rendered  by  the  court:  Provided  however,  That  Prone*. 

11  if  no  judgment  be  taken  within  the  time,  and  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  judgment  shall  thereafter 

12  be  rendered  by  the  general  court,  upon  motion  made  by  the  auditor,  or  other  person  appointed 

13  for  that  purpose,  of  which  motion  the  delinquent  shall  have  reasonable  notice.(g) 

84.  In  case  payment  be  not  made  by  any  person  chargeable  with  any  tax,  levy,  fine  or  forfeiture  Act  «r  Mm* 

2  or  amercement,  the  sheriff  or  collector  shall  have  power  to  distrain  the  slaves,  (if  other  sufficient        tot  i» 

3  distress  cannot  be  bad,^  goods  or  chattels  which  shall  be  found  upon  the  lands,  notwithstanding1""' u 

4  such  slaves,  goods  or  chattels  shall  be  comprised  in  any  deed  or  mortgage :  but  be  shall  make  or  R*»*<7  fcr  ■*> 
6  take  no  unreasonable  seizures  or  distresses  upon  penally  of  being  liable  to  the  action  of  the  party  UTi1""*1"  d™ 

6  grieved,  grounded  upon  this  act ;  in  which  action  the  plaintiff  shall  recover  his  full  costs,  although  Cwu.iie.rcd 

7  the  damages  given  may  not  exceed  seven  dollars.    Nor  shall  he  sell  any  other  right  or  title  in  any  EvSeujUSTooa 

8  slave,  goods  or  chattels  so  distrained,  than  the  person  charged  with  such  tax  hath  therein.  ""^ 

85.  And,  in  the  collection  of  taxes  due  upon  lauds,  the  sheriff  shall  be  authorized  to  distrain  any  A«t  »r  M«ek 

2  personal  property  in  his  bailiwick,  belonging  to  the  person  to  whom  such  taxes  are  charged,  01"  What  mrMHial 

3  any  personal  estate  on  the  land  in  possession  of  such  person,  his  tenant,  or  any  other  claiming  5!^"ri."2J  iLd 

4  title  by,  through  or  under  him:  Provided,  That  the  property  of  any  person  in  possession  of  any Jf'Vi,. ta fcrot 
6  part  of  a  tract  of  land  or  lot,  the  whole  of  which  stands  charged  to  another,  having  a  freehold  ^^^f'^J^i 

6  title  of  record  to  that  part,  derived  by,  through  or  under  that  other,  shall  not  be  liable  to  distress  u*>  h»* 

7  for  any  taxes  on  the  residue  of  the  land,  having  accrued  subsequent  to  the  date  of  such  record  : 

8  And  provided  alto,  That  the  sale  of  any  personal  properly  distrained  upon  the  land,  for  taxes  due  F^h«  pr«*» 

9  thereon,  shall  convey  only  such  title  as  the  owner  or  occupier  of  such  land  held  in  such  personal  ^..'(.''mIc'!"" 
10  property. 

80.  And,  where  any  tenant  shall  be  distrained  for  the  taxes  due  from  the  proprietor  of  the  land,  A*er  mmti, 

2  he  shall  have  credit  lor  the  same  against  such  proprietor,  out  of  the  rents  he  may  owe  him ;  but  T«il 

3  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  to  destroy  or  impair  any  contract,  by  which  the  tenant  may  be^jSjiiitay*1 

4  bound  to  pay  the  said  hind  tax  or  any  part  thereof.  ^J,0**" 

87.  Whenever  any  sheriff  or  other  officer  shall  have  distrained  any  goods  or  chattels  for  the  satis-  SjEjfft?"1 

2  faction  of  any  taxes,  militia  fines,  county  levies,  poor  rates,  clerks'  or  other  officers'  fees,  fines,  wn^LShowto 

3  forfeitures  or  amercements,  and  the  payment  shall  not  be  made  to  him  at  or  before  the  next  suc- 

4  ceeding  court  of  his  county  or  corporation,  he  shall  advertise  and  sell  such  goods  and  chattels  in 

5  the  same  manner  as  if  they  had  been  taken  under  an  execution  of  fieri  facias;  unless  the  owner 

6  of  the  property,  or  his  agent,  shall  require  an  earlier  salo  thereof,  and  in  such  case  the  sheriff, 


(«)  Rev.  I 
ch.  3,  &  5. 
(J)  Rev. 


Code  1810,  ch.  183.  §  62.   Supp.  ch.  260.   AcU  1833,  |   Jg)  Supp  Re?.  Code.ch.  206,  §  2.  Some  change  in  the 


-  ~.  .  ».    AcU  11*39,  eh.  4.  §  2.  ology  of  the  section,  in  order  to  conform  it  to  the 

CO  Rev.  Code  1819,  ch.  78,  $  28. 
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7  after  reasonable  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  sale,  shall  proceed  to  sell  the  said  property,  or 

8  so  much  thereof  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  discharge  the  said  taxes  or  other  dues,  and  the  charges 

9  of  distress  and  sale,  for  ready  money.(A) 

88.  When  any  sherifl'  or  collector  of  taxes  shall  have  pood  cause  to  suspect  that  any  person 

2  means  to  remove  his  properly  without  the  limits  of  his  jurisdiction,  so  that  in  his  opinion  there 

3  may  be  a  probability  of  the  taxes  with  which  such  person  is  chargeable,  being  lost  by  the  public, 

4  it  shall  and  may  he  lawful  for  such  sheriff  or  collector,  on  making  oath  thereto  before  a  magistrate, 

5  and  receiving  a  certificate  of  such  oath,  to  levy  distress  on  the  goods  and  chattels  of  such  [>erson, 

6  for  the  amount  of  taxes  with  which  he  or  she  is  then  chargeable,  at  any  time  before  the  first  day 

7  of  August,*  any  thing  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

89.  No  sherifl'  or  other  collector  shall  be  authorized  to  distrain  for  any  taxes,  unless  the  same 

2  shall  have  been  put  into  his  hands  for  collection  by  the  public  agent  within  two  years  next  before 

3  the  time  of  distress. 

90.  In  any  case  where  a  tract  of  land  charged  with  the  taxes  in  one  county,  lies  partly  in  that 

2  county  and  partly  in  anoihor,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  sheriff  or  collector  of  the  county  in  which 

3  the  land  is  so  charged,  to  distrain  on  that  part  of  the  land  lying  in  the  other  county,  in  the  same 

4  manner  as  if  such  part  was  actually  in  his  own  count}'. 

91.  If  at  any  time,  by  reason  of  the  vacancy  of  the  offices  of  sherifl*  and  coroner  in  any  connty, 

2  there  shall  he  no  person  authorized  to  collect  the  revenue  thereof,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  execu- 

3  tive,  if  they  deem  it  expedient,  to  appoint  a  colleclor  for  that  purpose.  The  collector  so  appointed, 

4  before  he  enters  on  the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  give  bond  and  security  in  the  court  of  the  county 

5  for  which  he  is  appointed  collector,  in  the  same  manner  as  a  sherifl'  is  required  to  do,  conditioned 

6  for  duly  collecting  and  accounting  for  the  public  revenue.    When  such  bond  shall  have  been  exe- 

7  cuted,  the  collector  so  appointed  shall  have  all  the  powers,  and  be  bound  to  perform  all  the  duties 

8  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue  that  a  sheriff"  would  have  and  be  bound  to  perform  in  the  collcc- 

9  lion  thereof.    He  shall  account  therefor  and  pay  the  same  into  the  public  treasury  at  the  same 

10  time,  and  in  the  same  manner  as  a  sheriff",  having  the  same  allowances  for  insolvencies  and  com- 

11  missions,  and  being  in  all  respects  liable  to  the  same  fines  and  penalties,  and  to  the  same  recove- 

12  ries :  Provided,  hov-cver,  That  such  collector  shall  not  be  required  to  account  for  and  pay  the 

13  revenue  collected  by  him,  within  less  than  eight  months  from  the  time  of  giving  bond  as  afbre- 

14  said  ;  and  that  the  executive  may,  when  it  shall  be  found  necessary  to  the  appointment  of  such 

15  collector,  contract  to  allow  him  a  commission  on  his  collections  not  exceeding  twenty  per  cent. 

92.  Hereafter  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  auditor  to  appoint  collectors  of  the  public  taxes  in  all 

2  cases  where  the  sheriffs  of  the  counties  and  corporations  in  this  commonwealth  have  failed  to  per- 

3  form  that  duty.    Such  collectors  shall  have  a  reasonable  time  allowed  them  by  the  auditor  for 

4  making  the  collection,  and  shall,  before  they  act,  give  bond  and  security,  before  the  courts  of  their 

5  respective  counties  and  corporations,  to  the  governor  for  the  time  being,  and  his  successors  in 
G  office,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties,  and  for  the  punctual  payment  into 

7  the  treasury  of  all  moneys  which  shall  come  into  their  hands.    They  shall  bo  allowed  a  reason- 

8  able  compensation  for  their  services,  to  be  agreed  on  by  the  executive  before  they  proceed  to  dis- 

9  charge  their  duties,  not  exceeding  twenty  jkt  centum  on  their  collection. (i) 

93.  The  several  collectors  of  the  public  taxes  now  in  office,  or  who  may  hereafter  be  appointed, 

2  shall  have  power  to  appoint  one  or  more  deputies,  who  shall,  each  of  them,  before  entering  upon 

3  his  duties,  take,  before  the  court  of  the  county  or  corporation  in  which  such  arrears  may  be  due, 

4  the  proper  oaths  of  office.(A) 

94.  The  official  acts  of  every  such  deputy  appointed  and  qualified  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  con- 

2  sidered  as  the  acts  of  his  principal ;  and  for  every  failure,  neglect  or  breach  of  duty,  his  principal, 

3  or  his  executors  or  administrators,  shall  have  the  same  remedy  against  him  ana  his  securities, 

4  and  against  the  executors  and  administrators  of  such  deputy  and  his  securities,  as  is  given  by 

6  law  to  a  sheriff  against  his  deputy  and  securities,  and  against  their  executors  and  administrators.(7) 

95.  It  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  all  deputy  collectors  of  the  public  taxes  to  collect  and  make 

2  distress  for  all  such  taxes  as  may  be  due  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  their  principals ;  and  every 

3  such  deputy  shall  be  accountable  for  such  taxes  in  like  manner  as  if  the  principal  colleclor  had 

4  livcd.(m) 

96.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  county  courts  within  this  commonwealth  to  qualify  any  person  or 

2  persons  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  collection  of  any  collector  of  the  public  taxes  in  any 

3  county  where  such  colleclor  and  his  deputies  shall  die  before  such  collection  shall  be  completed ; 


(A)  SR. C.ch.l83,§68; 

•  July  in  aet  oT  1619. 
(i)Supp.R.C.  oh.  5*81,4  3 


by  act  of  1821 ,  Sopp.  cb.  133, 


(1)  Supp.  R.  C.  eh.  983,  §  3. 
(/)  Sopp.  R.  C.  ch  382,  |  4. 
(m)  Supp.  R.  C.  oh.  882,  $  5. 
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4  and  the  person  or  persons  so  appointed,  after  having  given  bond  and  security  to  the  executors  or  f^^j*^ 

5  administrators  of  such  collector,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  court,  for  the  faithful  performance  of 

6  the  duties  of  the  office,  shall  have  the  same  power  in  all  respects  for  collecting  such  taxes  as  the 

7  principal  collector  would  have  had.    The  person  or  persons  so  appointed  shall  in  all  respects  be- 
S  subject  to  the  same  penalties  for  neglect  of  duty,  or  for  failing  to  account  for  and  pay  to  the  person 
9  or  persons  authorized  to  receive  the  money  by  him  or  them  so  collected,  and  may  be  proceeded 

10  against  by  such  executors  or  administrators  in  ihe  same  manner  as  deputy  shcriils  are  liable  to, 

11  and  may  be  proceeded  against  by  their  principals.(«) 

97.  In  every  sheriff's,  coroner's  or  collector's  bond  hereafter  taken  for  the  collection  of  the  taxes  *<•'<* 

2  of  any  county  or  corporation,  such  sheriff,  coroner  or  collector  shall  be  required  to  collect  all  r>««nir.'«ic. 

3  arrears  of  taxes  due  within  such  county  or  corporation  ;  and  such  sheriff,  coroner  or  collector  shnll  WTCWI  of  M 

4  be  charged  by  the  auditor  with  such  arrears,  and  he  shall  in  all  respects  account  therefor  and  pay  "7" 

5  the  same  into  the  treasury  in  the  same  manner,  and  subject  to  the  same  penalties  as  are  prescribed f0f- 

6  by  law  in  relation  to  other  taxes. 

98.  A  list  i 

2  and  allowed 

3  mitted  by  the  clerk  to  the  auditor  of  pul 

4  insolvents  in  his  account  with  the  public,  unless  the  same  be  so  allowed  and  certified  ;  nor  shall  *ABl 

5  any  such  list  be  allowed,  unless  verified  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  sheriff,  collector  or  other 

6  person  exhibiting  the  same. 

99.  The  sheriff  or  collector  of  the  revenue  lax  shall,  in  each  year,  on  or  before  the  April  term  WjnrfBjiil 

2  of  his  county  or  corporation  court  ensuing  the  year  of  collection,  return  to  the  said  court  a  list  of  uinbie, o""™' 

3  all  lands  aud  lots  placed  on  the  commissioner's  books,  which  in  the  estimation  of  the  said  officer Lk^wJ"^*' 

4  arc  not  ascertainable,  or  are  improperly  placed  thereon,  with  the  amount  of  taxes  charged  thereon  ; mul'- 

5  which  list  shall  be  verified  by  the  oath  of  the  officer  making  such  return.    The  court  shall  ex-  H»m  ntUtd. 

6  amine  the  said  return,  and  being  satisfied  that  the  same  is  correct,  or  having  corrected  it,  shall  when  ud  br 

7  direct  their  clerk  to  certify  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the  auditor  of  public  accounts,  who  shall  place  To'lw^j  coin'-* 

8  the  same  to  the  credit  of  the  said  sheriff  or  collector.    Another  copy  shall  be  certified  to  the  com-  »«1">"r- 

9  missioner,  who  shall  the  next  year  correct  his  books  in  conformity  to  such  certificatc.(o) 

100.  The  sheriff  or  collector  of  the  revenue  tax  shall,  in  each  year,  on  or  before  the  April  term  tun™  oriu>d> 

2  of  his  county  or  corporation  court  ensuing  the  year  of  collection,  and  not  after,  return  to  the  said  „*„' 

3  court  a  list  of  all  lands  and  lots  (other  than  those  not  ascertainable  as  aforesaid,  or  are  improperly  l^:whw"°l" 

4  placed  thereon)  within  his  county  or  corporation  which  are  delinquent  for  the  non-payment  of 

5  taxes  due  thereon;  and  shall  distinctly  set  forth  that  he  could  find  no  property  in  his  bailiwick  wh*t  hjuii 

6  belonging  to  the  person  charged  with  such  taxes  ;  and  that  after  diligent  enquiry,  he  could  not  find 

7  property  on  the  said  land  or  lot  liable  to  distress  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  taxes  due  thereon ;  which 

8  list  shall  be  alphabetical,  and  in  the  following  form  : 

List  of  lands  and  lots  within  the  county  of  delinquent  for  the  non-payment  of  the  taxes  due  thereon 

for  the  year 


Nun*  ■  i  fxrwm. 

Oaantlli  of  land. 

Amount  of  mint. 

DoMtlpikon  mill  local 
eilaallon  of  land- 

Dletanc*  and  boorinf 
from  lb*  eourlhoute. 

Amount  of 
tax. 

Wbjr  relomfrd 
delinquent. 

Dolh.  Cti 

9    At  the  foot  of  such  return  he  shall  take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  which 

10  may  be  taken  before  any  justice  of  the  peace,  and  certified  by  him  : 

11  I,  A.  B.,  sheriff,  {or  deputy  sheriff,  as  the  case  may  be,)  do  solemnly  swear,  (or  affirm,)  that  the  foregoing  Ao^J|jj^*  •• 

12  list  of  delinquencies  in  lite  land  tax  in  the  county  of  ,for  the  year  ,  is,  as  I  do  verily 
IS  believe,  correct  and  just;  that  I  have  received  no  part  of  the  taxes  therein  returned  delinquent;  and  that  I 

14  have  made  diligent  enquiry  for  the  purpose  of  finding  property  within  my  bailiwick  liable  to  distress  for  the 

15  said  taxes,  but  hare found  none. 

16  A.  B.,  sheriff  of  county. 

17  or  D.  S.for  sheriff 

18  of  county. 

19  Which  list  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  court  to  examine,  and  if  made  out,  sworn  to,  and  subscribed  ru™r^ud0,rt,|> 

20  in  tbe  form  aforesaid,  and  the  court  shall  be  satisfied  of  its  truth,  they  shall  direct  the  original  toi  " 

21  be  preserved  by  the  clerk  in  his  office,  and  a  copy  thereof  to  be  certified  by  him  to  the  auditor  of 

22  public  accounts,  who  shall  place  tbe  same  to  the  credit  of  the  sheriff  or  collector  of  the  rcvcnue.(p) 

,  R,  C.  eh.  290, 


SSnpp.  R.  C.  ch.  282,  §  6.  tp)  R.  C.  1819,  eh.  183,  §  79,  80, 81,  68.    Bapp.  R.  C. 

Sopp.  R.  C.  ch.  290, 1  10.  ill.   Ael>  1834  6,  ch.  13,  §  6.   AcU  of  1838,  cl  3,  i  6. 
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101.  If  the  clerk  of  the  county  or  corporation  court  shall  fail,  for  the  space  of  thirty  days  after 

2  any  such  list  shall  be  allowed,  to  certify  a  fair  copy  thereof  to  the  auditor,  as  herein  before  re- 

3  quired,  he  shall  for  every  such  failure  forfeit  and  incur  the  penalty  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be 

4  recovered  by  the  auditor,  on  motion  in  the  general  court,  upon  reasonable  notice ;  and  in  all  pro- 
6  secutions  for  such  penalty,  the  onus  probandi  shall  be  on  the  defendant. (q) 

102.  If  any  sheriff,  deputy  sheriff  or  collector,  shall  swear  falsely  to  any  such  list,  be  shall  be 

2  deemed  guilty  of  perjury,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he  had  sworn  falsely  as  a  witness  in  a  suit 

3  depending  in  a  court  of  justice,  upon  some  point  material  to  the  issue ;  and  for  such  offence  be 

4  shall  suflcr  all  the  pains  and  penalties  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury.    If  any  such  sheriff  or  col- 

5  lector  shall,  either  by  mistake  or  by  design,  return  in  such  list  any  land  delinquent  for  the  non- 

6  payment  of  the  taxes,  when  such  taxes  or  any  part  thereof  shall  actually  have  been  paid  to  him, 

7  or  when  he  had  either  found,  or  by  diligent  enquiry,  might  have  found  sufficient  property  within 

8  his  bailiwick  liable  to  distress,  from  which  the  laid  taxes,  or  a  part  thereof,  might  have  been  made, 

9  such  sheriff  or  collector,  besides  being  liable  to  an  action  for  damages,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the 

10  person  aggrieved  by  such  return  the  following  line :  that  is  to  say,  in  case  of  having  received  the 

11  taxes  so  returned  delinquent,  twenty  times  the  amount  of  taxes  so  actually  received  :  (Provided, 

12  That  such  fine  shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  dollars  over  and  aliove  the  money  so  received  ;)  and 

13  in  case  of  having  found,  or  having  been  able  to  find,  upon  proper  enquiry,  property  liable  to  dis- 

14  tress,  ten  fold  the  amount  of  the  taxes  which  might  have  been  made  therefrom  :  (Provided,  That 

15  such  fine  shall  not  exceed  fifty  dollars  over  and  above  the  taxes  which  might  so  have  been  made.) 

16  These  fines  may  be  recovered  by  motion,  on  ten  days  previous  notice,  before  the  superior  or  in- 

17  ferior  court  of  the  county,  against  such  sheriff  or  collector,  his  execulors,  administrators,  or  against 
IS  his  securities,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  or  their  or  cither  of  their  executors  or  administrators. 

103.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  to  keep  a  fair  record  of  all  lands  and 

2  lots  returned  delinquent  lor  the  non-payment  of  taxes,  and  in  the  months  of  April,  May  or  June, 

3  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty,  and  in  the  same  months  in  every  five  years  thereafter,  to 

4  cause  a  list  of  the  lands  and  lots  so  returned  delinquent  for  each  county  and  corporation,  (the 
6  taxes  on  which  shall  not  have  been  paid  as  hereinafter  directed,)  to  be  delivered  to  the  sheriff  or 

6  collector  of  the  revenue  for  the  counties  and  corporations  respectively,  with  a  statement  of  the 

7  taxes  due  on  each  tract  or  lot  of  land,  with  six  per  centum  damages  thereon,  for  each  and  every 

8  year  the  said  taxes,  or  any  portion  thereof,  may  have  been  due  and  unpaid,  and  to  charge  the 

9  amount  of  taxes  and  damages  due  on  such  list  to  the  sheriff  or  collector  of  the  revenue,  to  whom 

10  the  same  may  be  delivered.    The  sheriff  or  collector  of  the  revenue,  within  twenty  days  after 

11  receiving  such  list,  shall  make  out  three  fair  copies  thereof,  and  set  up  one  copy  at  the  front  door 

12  of  the  courthouse,  and  the  other  two  copies  he  shall,  within  the  period  aforesaid,  set  up  at  two  of 

13  the  most  public  places  within  his  county  or  corporation,  subjoining  to  each  copy  a  notification, 

14  that  unless  the  taxes  and  damages  charged  upon  the  lands  and  lots  in  said  list  mentioned,  shall  be 

15  paid  on  or  before  the  day  of  sale,  the  said  lands  and  lots,  or  so  much  thereof  as  shall  be  sufficient 

16  to  pay  and  satisfy  the  taxes  and  damages  due  thereon,  with  five  per  centum  to  the  sheriff  or  col- 

17  lector  lor  his  trouble  in  making  sale  of  the  same,  will,  on  the  first  day  of  the  next  succeeding  Sep- 
13  tember  or  October  court,  between  the  hours  of  ten  in  the  morning  and  four  in  the  evening,  at  the 
19  door  of  the  courthouse  of  said  county  or  corporation,  be  sold  at  public  auction. (r) 

104.  The  said  sheriff  or  collector  shall,  pursuant  to  his  notification,  proceed  to  make  sale  of  all 

2  lands  and  lots  within  his  county  or  corporation,  so  as  aforesaid  returned  delinquent  for  the  non- 

3  payment  of  taxes,  the  taxes  and  damages  on  which  shall  not  have  been  paid  before  the  day  of 

4  sate,  and  shall  be  governed  in  all  his  proceedings  in  making  such  sale,  by  the  direction  and  pro- 

5  visions  of  the  act,  entitled,  "an  act  concerning  delinquent  and  forfeited  lands,  and  providing  for 

6  the  sale  of  lands  returned  delinquent  hereafter  for  the  non-payment  of  taxes,"  passed  March 

7  tenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two.    And  if  the  sales  be  not  finished  on  the  day 

8  appointed  in  the  advertisement,  they  shall  be  adjourned  from  day  to  day,  during  the  sitting  of 

9  the  court,  and  if  not  then  finished,  be  adjourned  till  the  first  day  of  the  next  court,  and  then  pro- 

10  ceeded  in  between  the  hours  and  at  the  place  above  prescribed  ;  and  if  such  adjournment  to  the 

11  next  court  be  made,  notice  shall  be  given  by  advertisement  at  the  door  of  the  courthouse. (t) 

105.  All  lands  and  lots  which  may  have  been  sold  under  the  afore  recited  act,  and  purchased 
i  2  by  the  sheriff  or  collector,  in  behalf  of  the  commonwealth,  shall  be  embraced  in  the  lists  re- 

3  quired  to  be  made  out  by  the  auditor  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty,  and  shall  again  be 

4  offered  for  sale  by  the  sheriff  or  collector  in  that  year  with  other  delinquent  lands ;  and  until 

5  the  day  of  sale,  all  such  lands  so  purchased  in  behalf  of  the  commonwealth,  shall  be  redeemable 


(?)  Aru  or  ISM  5,  ch.  13,  p»rt  or  i  12. 
(r)  Act*  1834  6,  eU.  13,  §  7. 


(#)AcU  1834-5,  ch.  13,  §  8. 
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6  on  warrant  from  the  auditor,  by  payment  of  the  taxes  and  damages  into  the  public  trcasury.(t) 

106.  When  the  sheriff  or  collector  shall  have  completed  his  sales  in  the  manner  and  at  the  pe-  tt««m<* mim 

2  riods  prescribed  by  law,  he  shall  render  to  the  court  of  his  county  or  corporation  a  fair  and  dis-<^u* 

3  tincf  statement  of  his  proceedings;  in  which  statement  shall  be  set  forth  the  particular  tracts  or '"" 

4  lots  of  land  sold,  and  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money,  as  well  as  such  tracts  or  lots  as  shall 
6  have  been  offered  for  sale  and  not  sold  for  want  of  bidders ;  and  the  court  being  satisGed  of  the 

6  truth  of  said  statement,  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  auditor  of  public  accounts.    The  sheriff  or* 

7  collector  shall  account  for  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales,  at  the  same  period  and  under  the  same' 

8  penalties  prescribed  in  relation  to  the  public  revenue. (V) 

107.  In  all  cases  of  sales  of  lands  or  lots  for  the  taxes  charged  thereon,  if  the  legal  or  equitable 

2  owner  thereof,  or  his  authorized  agent,  shall,  within  the  time  required  by  law,  tender  to  the  pur-  if."™"/!?! 

3  chaser  the  true  amount  of  taxes  and  damages  in  redemption  thereof,  and  the  said  purchaser  shall, c 

4  without  ju9t  cause,  to  be  adjudged  by  the  court  of  the  county  or  corporation  where  the  lands  or 

5  lots  lie,  refuse  to  receive  the  amount  thereof,  or  if  the  said  purchaser  shall  reside  without  the 

6  limits  of  this  commonwealth,  or  in  any  other  county  or  corporation  than  that  in  which  the  lands 

7  or  lots  so  purchased  shall  lie,  having  no  known  agent  therein  willing  to  receive  the  amount  of 

8  taxes  and  damages  charged  on  such  lands  or  lots,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  owner,  or  his  au- 

9  thorized  agent,  to  deposit  the  amount  of  the  taxes  and  damages  due  to  such  purchaser,  with  the 

10  clerk  of  the  county  or  corporation,  who  shall  grant  an  acquittance  therefor,  and  shall  cause  the 

11  lands  or  lots  so  redeemed  to  be  re-entered  on  the  land  book,  in  the  name  of  such  legal  owner.(t)  Uni*  nImmJ 

108.  The  taxes  and  damages  due  upon  any  lands  and  lots  returned  delinquent  for  the  non-pay- 

2  ment  of  taxes,  shall  be  and  remain  a  lien  upon  said  lands  and  lots  until  the  same  shall  be  fully  JJ£  u'l'^d! 

3  paid  and  satisGed.    And  until  such  delinquent  lands  and  lots  shall  be  sold  according  to  law,  it  u^.m.,**,,- 

4  6hall  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  having  or  claiming  title  thereto,  his  attorney  or  agent,  to  SET*  M°" 

5  pay  the  taxes  and  damages  charged  thereon  into  the  public  treasury,  upon  the  certificate  of  the 

6  auditor  of  public  accounts,  and  for  every  such  certificate  the  auditor  shall  be  entitled  to  demand 

7  from  the  person  receiving  the  same  a  fee  of  Gfty  cents.(u-) 

109.  Tho  justices  of  the  county  or  corporation  courts,  and  the  legal  representatives  of  the  com-  am «t  M.,th 

2  missioners  of  the  revenue,  failing  to  perform  any  one  of  the  duties  imposed  on  them  respectively  SSiVVjm. 

3  by  this  act,  shall  be  subject  to  a  Gne  of  one  hundred  and  Gfty  dollars,  to  be  recovered  by  motion  u£™frfr 

4  in  the  general  court,  at  the  instance  of  the  auditor;  notice  of  such  motion  being  previously  given 

5  in  thc-samc  manner  as  to  delinquent  sheriffs. 

110.  All  and  every  act  and  acts,  clauses  and  parts  of  acts,  containing  any  thing  within  the  pur- 

2  view  of  this  act,  shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed  :  Provided  always,  That  nothing  herein 

3  contained  shall  prevent  the  collection  and  recovery  of  any  arrearages  of  taxes  due  before  the  com- 

4  mencement  of  this  act ;  but  such  arrearages  shall  be  collected,  paid  and  distrained  for,  and  reco- 

6  very  had  against  all  delinquents,  and  the  damages  on  failure  of  payment  thereof  shall  be  the 

6  same  as  if  this  act  bad  not  been  made  :  And  provided,  That  all  rights  and  remedies,  Gnes,  penal- 

7  ties  and  amercements,  shall  remain  in  the  same  condition  us  if  this  act  bad  never  been  made. 

111.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  passing  thereof. 

(0  Acts  1834-5,  ch.  13,  \  10.  (r)  Acta  1834-5,  ch.  13,  \  14. 

(«)  Acta  1834-5,  ch.  13,  §  1.1.  (tc)  R.  C.  1813,  ch.  183,  \  87.    An,  1834-5,  oh.  13,  j  9, 
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AMENDMENTS 

Proposed  by  tlie  Auditor  to  the  11  Act  reducing  into  one  tlvc  several  acts  prescribing  the  mode  of  ascer- 
taining the  Taxable  Property  within  tlic  Commonwealth,  and  of  collecting  the  Public  Revenue:' 
Sec  BUI  No.  I. 


Section  1st.  Strike  out  after  the  enacting  clause  to  the  word  mentioned  (inclusive)  in  the  3d  line,  and  insert, 

2  "  That  the  court  of  every  county  within  this  commonwealth,  and  of  the  corporations  hereinafter  named,  shall, 

3  annually,  in  the  months  of  September  or  October,  appoint  discreet  and  reputable  persons  to  be  commissioners 

4  of  the  revenue." 

Section  3d.  After  the  word  "county,"  in  the  2d  line,  insert  the  words,  "or  sergeant  of  the  corporation." 

Section  4tb.  Add  "  Nansemond"  to  the  class  authorized  to  appoint  two  commissioners,  and  strike  tit  from 

2  the  class  appointing  one  only.    That  county  is  authorized  by  the  law  as  now  in  force  to  appoint  two  com- 

3  missioned,  but  was  inadvertently  omitted  in  this  revision.    Add  also  the  counties  of  Hardy,  Lewis  and  Rus- 

4  sell,  to  the  same  class,  and  strike  them  from  the  list  of  counties  to  which  only  one  commissioner  is  assigned, 
6  they  having  been  also  arranged  by  mistake  in  the  revised  section,  in  consequence  of  the  act  of  January  21, 

6  1824,  (which  authorized  them  to  appoint  two  commissioners,)  being  omitted  from  the  Supplement  to  the  Re- 

7  vised  Code. 

Strike  out  the  following  counties  from  the  class  authorized  to  appoint  two  commissioners,  and  place  them 

2  in  the  class  having  authority  to  appoint  one  only,  viz:  Bath,  Botetourt,  Culpeper,  Frederick,  Kanawha,  Monon- 

3  galia,  Montgomery  and  rVgthe.    [Note. — From  parts  of  all  these  counties  new  ones  have  been  formed  since 

4  the  classification  was  made  by  the  act  of  1819,  and  to  each  of  such  new  counties  a  commissioner  has  been 
6  of  course  assigned.] 

Section  Gib.  At  the  end  add  the  following:  "Nor  shall  any  justice  of  the  peace  be  appointed  commissioner 

2  of  the  revenue,  if  any  other  justice  shall  have  held  the  office  in  the  same  district  for  the  year  next  preceding, 

3  unless  such  previous  incumbent  shall  have  died  or  removed  from  the  commonwealth." 

[Note. — The  design  of  this  amendment  is  to  correct  the  practice  which  prevails  in  the  courts  of  many 

2  counties,  of  conferring  annually  the  office  of  commissioner  upon  the  members  of  their  own  body.    I  consider 

3  this  practice  as  extremely  injurious,  inasmuch  as  it  deprives  the  public  of  the  services  of  a  good  officer,  when 

4  one  is  obtained,  and  is  almost  certain  to  ensure  the  appointment  of  some  who  are  altogether  incompetent. 

5  The  office  of  commissioner  is  one  of  considerable  importance,  and  although  it  may  be  faithfully  discharged 

6  by  an  honest  incumbent,  can  only  be  ably  and  effectively  filled  by  one  of  some  experience.] 

Section  11.  Strike  out  the  whole  of  the  section,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following,  to  wit:    "It  shall 

2  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  of  the  revenue  to  place  and  retain  on  their  books  the  value  of  all  improved 

3  lots  in  any  city,  town  or  borough,  as  ascertained  by  the  assessors  under  the  general  assessment  law,  although 

4  the  annual  lax  may  be  imposed  upon  the  rent  and  not  upon  the  value ;  and  in  like  manner  they  shall  place 
6  and  retain  upon  their  books  the  assessed  value  of  all  improved  lots  not  rented  or  occupied  by  the  proprietor; 

6  and  also  of  all  unimproved  lots  in  any  such  city,  town  or  borough,  the  tax  whereon  shall  be  estimated  ac- 

7  cording  to  such  assessed  value,  and  at  the  same  rate  per  annum  as  is  paid  on  lands  in  the  country." 

[Note. — This  amendment  is  necessary  to  preserve  the  new  assessment  of  real  estate  in  towns,  through  all 

2  the  changes  and  transfers  of  property.    If  the  commissioners  shall  be  allowed  as  heretofore  to  discard  such 

3  assessment  or  valuation  from  their  books,  it  would  create  great  confusion  should  the  legislature  at  any  time 

4  determine  to  change  the  mode  of  taxing  town  lots.] 


Section  17.  2d  line  after  the  word  "lies,"  insert  the  words,  "or  in  some  other  court  having  competent 
2  jurisdiction." 
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Section  18.  After  the  word  "  alteration,"  in  the  7th  line,  insert,  "  in  quantity  or  value ;"  and  in  the  same 

2  line,  after  the  words  "fifty  cents,"  insert,  "to  be  charged  to  the  person  for  whom,  or  in  whose  name,  such 

3  alteration  is  made." 

Section  21.  Strike  out  the  word  "tax"  in  the  7lh  line,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "assess;"  strike 

2  out  in  the  8th  line  the  words  "  and  class  the  same  accordingly,"  the  term  clau  being  applicable  only  to  the 

3  proceedings  under  the  equalizing  law  of  1782. 

Section  22.  Strike  out  the  whole  section,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following :    "  If  a  tract  of  land 

2  which  actually  lies  in  one  county  shall  have  been,  or  shall  hereafter  be  erroneously  assessed  in  another,  it 

3  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioner  of  that  county  or  district  where  the  same  shall  be  so  erroneously  as- 

4  sessed,  to  certify  the  name  of  the  owner  thereof,  the  quantity,  valuation,  and  other  particulars  concerning 
6  such  tract,  to  the  commissioner  of  the  county  or  district  where  the  same  actually  lies,  who  shall  enier  the 

6  same  on  his  books,  and  charge  the  tax  thereon  according  to  law.    The  commissioner  so  certifying  such  tract, 

7  shall,  upon  being  advised  of  its  entry  in  the  proper  district,  strike  the  same  from  his  own  land  book." 

Section  29.  At  the  end  of  the  section  add  the  following  words :    "  Which  said  certificate  shall  be  annexed 

2  by  the  clerk  after  due  comparison  and  examination  to  each  of  the  fair  copies  of  the  land  book  hereinafter  re- 

3  quired  to  be  made  out  by  the  commissioner." 

Section  32.  Strike  out  in  the  6lh  and  7th  lines  the  words  "  in  correcting  the  equalizers'  book,  and." 

Section  33.  Strike  out  the  last  clause  in  the  section  beginning  with  the  words,  in  the  17lh  and  16th  lines, 
2  "  If  such  application,"  &c,  to  the  end. 

Section  34.  Strike  out  in  the  4th  line  the  words  "  within  the  limes  hereby  limited,  either;"  and  also  the 

2  words  in  the  same  line,  "  the  auditor,  or  the  sheriff."    In  the  5th  line  strike  out  the  words  "  for  each  offence." 

3  Strike  out  the  words,  beginning  in  the  9th  line,  "  the  fine  for  not  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  land  book  to  the 

4  auditor's  office,  shall  be  recovered  by  motion  on  thirty  days  previous  notice  thereof."  Strike  out  the  words 
6  in  the  1 1th  line,  "or  to  the  sheriff." 

[The  fines  upon  the  commissioner  for  his  failure  to  deliver  to  the  sheriff  and  auditor  a  copy  of  his  land  book, 

2  and  the  proceedings  for  their  recovery,  are  more  effectually  provided  for  in  the  60th  and  61st  sections  of 

3  this  act.] 

Section  41.  Insert  before  the  word  "destroyed,"  in  the  11th  line,  "either  wholly  or  partially." 
Section  61.  Strike  out  the  word  "done,"  in  the  3d  line. 

Section  54.  Add  at  the  end  of  the  section  the  following :    "  And  the  said  commissioners  shall  ascertain  by 

2  the  oath  of  each  vender  of  merchandize,  or  other  satisfactory  evidence,  the  amount  of  stock  on  hand,  or  the 

3  value  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  in  the  possession  of  such  vender  on  the  1st  day  of  March  next  pre- 

4  ceding,  estimated  at  cash  prices — and  shall  return  the  amounts  so  ascertained  as  other  property  is  listed  and 
6  returned,  calculating  the  tax  thereon  which  may  be  annually  imposed  by  the  legislature.    And  such  whole- 

6  sale  or  retail  vender  of  merchandize  failing  or  refusing  to  render  an  account  on  oath  of  the  value  of  such 

7  stock  if  required,  or  rendering  a  false  or  fraudulent  statement  thereof,  shall  be  dealt  with  in  the  same  man- 

8  ner  and  be  liable  to  the  same  penalties  as  are  herein  imposed  upon  other  persons  in  regard  to  other  property 

9  or  subjects  of  taxation. 

[The  design  of  the  foregoing  amendment  is  to  introduce  into  the  revenue  laws  as  a  permanent  provision 

2  what  is  contained  on  the  same  subject  in  the  temporary  act  of  10th  April,  1839,  "  imposing  taxes  for  the  sup- 

3  port  of  government."] 

Section  56.  Strike  out  in  the  19tb  and  20th  lines  the  words  "on  or  before  the  last  day  of  June;"  and  in- 
2  sert  alter  the  word  "  annually,"  in  the  20lh  line,  the  words  "  at  the  lime  of  the  delivery  of  ibe  land  books." 

Section  60.  4th  line,  strike  out  "  one  dollar,"  and  insert  "  two  dollars." 

Section  61.  At  the  end  of  the  section  insert,  "But  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  excuse 

2  any  sheriff  or  collector  from  receiving. the  land  and  property  books,  and  making  his  collections  therefrom, 

3  although  the  same  may  not  have  been  tendered  or  delivered  by  the  commissioner  at  the  time  prescribed  by 

4  law  :  Provided,  however,  That  the  said  sheriff  or  collector  shall  be  allowed  an  additional  lime  to  make  and 
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6  account  for  his  collections,  corresponding  with  the  period  for  which  the  commissioner  shall  have  neglected  to 
6  deliver  his  books  according  to  law. 

Section  65.  Strike  out  the  county  of  Hardy  in  the  14th  line,  and  the  county  of  Ruuell  in  the  15th  line,  those 

2  counties  having  been  improperly  inserted  in  the  revised  section. 

3  In  the  18th  line,  strike  out  "county"  after  M  Patrick,"  and  insert  "Lee  and  Lewis  counties." 

4  2lst  line,  strike  out  "  Lee,"  and  insert,  "Hardy,  Russell." 

[The  foregoing  changes  are  proposed  in  order  to  conform  the  revised  section  to  existing  laws.    The  act  of 

2  21st  January,  1824,  authorizing  certain  counties  to  appoint  two  commissioners,  was  omitted  from  the  Supple- 

3  ment  to  the  Revised  Code,  and  thereby  escaped  the  auditor's  attention.] 

If  the  counties  of  Bath,  Botetourt,  Culpeper,  Frederick,  Kanawha,  Monongalia,  Montgomery  and  Wythe, 

2  should  be  restricted  to  one  commissioner,  (see  amendments  proposed  to  the  4th  section,)  the  compensation  of 

3  each  should  be  increased  to  $200. 

Strike  out  the  74lh,  75th,  76th  and  77th  sections,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following,  viz :  "The 

2  owner  or  owners,  his  or  their  agent,  manager,  or  other  person  having  charge  or  custody  of  any  stud  horse  or 

3  jackass,  let  to  mares  for  the  season,  shall,  at  the  commencement  of  such  season,  pay  to  the  sheriff  or  collcc- 

4  tor  of  the  public  revenue  in  the  county  or  district  where  such  horse  or  ass  shall  stand,  the  tax  imposed  thereon 

5  by  law,  and  shall  forthwith  fde  such  receipt  with  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue  for  said  county  or  district, 

6  whose  duty  it  shall  be  thereupon  to  grant  to  such  person  a  license  or  certificate  in  writing;  and  if  any  such 

7  owner  or  owners,  his  or  their  agent,  manager,  or  other  person  having  charge  or  custody  of  such  horse  or  ass, 

8  shall  let,  or  permit  the  same  to  be  let  to  mares,  without  having  paid  the  tax  nnd  obtained  a  license  or  certificate 

9  as  aforesaid,  he  or  they  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  penalties,  and  be  liable  to  the  same  proceedings  for  recovery, 

10  as  are  now  provided  by  law  against  hawkers  and  pedlars  failing  to  obtain  license.  Every  such  license  or  certi6- 

11  cate  shall  authorize  the  person  to  whom  it  is  granted  to  remove  the  horse  or  ass  upon  which  the  tax  has  been 

12  paid  into  any  other  county  without  additional  charge  or  tax  during  the  season  ;  and  all  such  licenses  or  cer- 

13  tificates  shall  be  embraced  by  the  commissioners  of  the  revenue  in  their  lists  of  meichants'  licenses  transmit- 

14  ted  to  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  as  required  by  law." 

[The  foregoing  amendment  is  designed  to  simplily  and  secure  the  collection  of  a  tax,  the  payment  of  which 
2  is  believed  to  be  frequently  evaded.] 

Section  81.  Add  at  the  end  of  the  section,  "Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  authorize  the 
2  allowance  of  more  than  5  per  centum  on  the  collection  of  taxes  on  licenses." 

Section  82.  Strike  out  the  following  words,  commencing  in  the  first,  and  ending  in  the  second  line,  viz: 
2  "  Commissioned  or  appointed  since  the  first  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen." 

Section  92.  After  the  word  auditor,  in  the  first  line,  insert,  "if  he  deems  it  expedient." 

[The  insertion  of  these  words,  by  way  of  amendment,  is  necessary  in  order  to  make  that  a  discretionary 

2  which  is  now  an  imperative  duty.    The  91st  or  preceding  section  gives  the  power  to  the  executive  to  ap- 

3  point  collectors  in  cases  of  vacancy  in  the  olficc  of  sherili'  or  coroner.    The  92d  section  confers  that  authority 

4  on  the  auditor  where  the  sheriffs  in  office  have  failed  to  collect;  and  the  97th  section  makes  it  the  duty  of 
6  each  sheriff",  coroner  or  collector,  on  executing  bond,  to  embrnce  therein  the  collection  of  arrearages.  By 

6  making  the  auditor's  duty  discretionary,  he  may  deem  it  best  for  the  interests  of  the  commonwealth  to  de- 

7  cline  appointing  a  collector,  preferring  that  a  subsequent  sheriff',  &c,  should  collect  the  arrearages.  If  bis 
6  duly  to  appoint  remains  imperative,  the  97th  section  would  be  rendered  nugatory.] 
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AN  ACT 

Amending  and  reducing  into  one  act  the  several  acts  and  ;>ar/s  of  acts  concerning  the 
Taxes  on  Licenses  to  Keepers  of  Ordinaries  and  Houses  of  Private  Entertainment,  to 
Merchants,  to  Vendue  Masters,  to  Brokers,  to  Venders  of  Lottery  Tickets,  to  Hawkers 
and  Pedltrs,  to  Exhibitors  of  Public  Shoics,  on  Late  Process,  on  Notarial  Seals,  and 
certain  other  subjects. 


1.  Be  it  enacttd  by  the  general  tutembly,  That  it  shall  not  bo  lawful  for  any  person  to  sell  goods,  M.njua 

2  wares,  merchandize,  or  other  articles  of  foreign  or  domestic  growth,  production  or  manufacture,1""1 

3  or  both  or  either,  by  wholesale  or  retail,  on  land,  or  on  board  of  any  vessel  within  this  common- 

4  wealth,  unless  he  or  she  shall  have  paid  the  tax  required  by  law,  and  obtained  a  license  according  to 

6  the  provisions  of  this  act  j  aud  any  person  failing  or  offending  herein,  for  every  such  offence,  shall 
C  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  equal  to  double  the  amount  of  the  tax,  for  the  lime  being,  imposed  by  law"" 

7  for  such  privilege,  to  be  recovered  in  any  court  having  jurisdiction,  by  information  or  indictment,  i 

8  or  in  any  court  of  record  of  the  county  or  corporation,  after  ten  days  previous  notice,  by  motion 

9  of  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue  of  the  district,  or  of  the  county  or  corporation,  if  there  be  no 

10  districts,  for  the  commonwealth,  to  the  use  of  the  literary  fund  ;  or  by  motion  of  any  person  who 

11  will  proceed  therein,  one  half  thereof  to  the  informer,  and  the  other  half  to  the  commonwealth, 

12  for  the  use  of  the  literary  fund. (a) 

2.  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  any  person  from  km 
2  disposing  of  any  goods,  wares,  merchandize,  or  other  articles  of  his  or  her  own  manufacture  Jg}^ 
8  within  this  commonwealth  ;  nor  to  prevent  any  person  from  repairing  watches  or  other  things, 

4  and  thereby  vending  such  materials  as  arc  used  by  him  or  her  in  the  operation  ;  nor  to  prevent 

5  any  person  from  selling  any  kind  of  provisions  or  agricultural  commodities,  the  growth  or  pro- 

G  duction  of  this  state,  or  any  of  the  Cnited  States;  nor  to  prevent  any  planter  or  farmer  from ^1™^^,"*' 

7  selling  salt,  iron,  steel,  tea,  sugar,  coffee,  molasses,  spices  or  gypsum,  to  his  or  her  neighbours,  wom '.tiidMpsi- 

8  when  such  articles  are  purchased  as  a  return  load  for  his  or  her  produce,  or  other  property  taken  "ra"*ni 

9  to  market ;  nor  to  prevent  the  officers  or  trustees  of  any  seminary  of  learning  from  selling  such  JJjJjjSjiSJ^ 

10  text  books  as  they  may  have  purchased  or  imported,  to  the  students  of  such  seminary;  nor  shall «r wamwr'QlT*" 

11  it  be  necessary,  in  any  such  cases,  to  pay  a  tax  or  obtain  a  license. 

3.  ISothing  in  the  foregoing  proviso  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  exempt  any  person,  £y£r 

2  not  having  procured  an  ordinary  license  and  certificate,  from  the  fines,  penalties  and  prosecutions  ")»>■  ailhoe'i  ° 

3  prescribed  and  imposed  by  law  for  selling  by  retail,  any  wine,  rum  or  brandy,  or  other  ardent"""" 

4  spirits,  or  a  mixture  thereof,  to  be  drank  in  or  at  the  place  where  it  shall  be  sold,  or  in  any  booth, 

5  arbnur,  or  stall ;  nor  to  authorize  any  person  to  sell  by  retail  any  of  such  liquors  as  aforesaid,  not 

6  to  be  drank  in  or  at  the  place  where  it  shall  be  sold,  or  in  any  booth,  arbour  or  stall ;  and  any 

7  person,  other  than  such  as  are  hereinafter  excepted,  who  shall,  otherwise  than  is  hereinafter  ex- 

8  pressly  provided,  sell  by  retail  any  of  such  liquors  as  aforesaid,  not  to  be  drank  in  or  at  the  place 

9  where  it  shall  be  sold,  or  in  any  booth,  arbour  or  stall,  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  be  subject  to 
10  a  like  penally  as  is  imposed  by  law  for  failing  to  obtain  a  retail  merchant's  license,  to  be  reco- 
il vercd,  in  all  respects,  in  the  same  manner. 

4.  Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  any  person,  having  obtained  rwkibiti<» 

2  a  license  according  to  law,  for  selling  goods,  wares,  merchandize,  or  other  articles,  within  any  m-  i'1'o'i io*u>'e"i 

3  corporated  town  of  this  commonwealth,  from  retailing  at  his  or  her  store,  in  such  incorporated  udUwoi""1'0'1 

4  town,  during  the  period  for  which  such  license  may  have  been  granted,  any  wine,  rum,  or  bran- 

5  dy,  or  other  ardent  spirits,  or  a  mixture  thereof;  nor  to  prohibit  any  person  from  retailing  such 

6  liquors  as  shall  actually  have  been  made  from  the  produce  of  his  or  her  own  estate,  or  distilled  ^«.'2Tu!ii. 

(a)  See  note  to  §  21. 
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2iZ?J^?ui£  7  °y  li'«n  or  her,  or  those  in  his  or  her  employ ;  so  as  such  liquors  be  not  drank  in  or  at  the  store 

8  within  such  incorporated  town,  nor  in  or  at  tbc  bouse  or  plantation,  as  the  case  may  be,  where  the 

9  same  shall  have  been  sold ;  and  if  any  dispute  shall  arise  as  to  the  making  such  liquors,  the  bur- 
10  then  of  proof  shall  be  on  the  defendant. 

6.  Provided  alio,  That  if  any  person,  having  obtained  a  license  according  to  law,  for  selling 

2  goods,  wares,  merchandize,  or  other  articles,  at  some  place  not  within  any  incorporated  town, 

3  shall,  in  addition  thereto,  hnve  obtained  from  the  court  of  the  county  wherein  his  or  her  store  is 

4  situated,  a  certificate  that  euch  store  is  a  place  fit  and  convenient  to  the  neighbourhood,  for  the  re- 

6  tail  of  such  liquors,  and  that  he  or  she  is  of  good  character,  such  person  shall,  by  virtue  of  such 
G  certificate,  but  not  otherwise,  be  authorized,  during  the  time  for  which  his  or  her  merchant's 

7  license  may  have  been  granted,  to  retail  at  his  or  her  store,  any  wine,  rum,  brandy,  or  other  ar- 

8  deut  spirits,  or  a  mixture  thereof,  so  as  such  liquors  be  not  drank  in  or  at  the  store  where  the 

9  same  shall  have  been  sold  ;  but  such  certificate  shall  be  renewed  whenever  tbc  merchant's  license 

10  is  renewable  ;  and  it  shall  moreover  be  lawful  for  the  court  of  the  county  wherein  such  store  is 

11  situated,  at  any  time  during  the  period  for  which  such  certificate  may  have  been  granted,  upon 

12  the  motion  of  any  inhabitant  of  the  county,  after  ten  days  previous  notice  to  such  merchant,  for 

13  good  cause  shewn,  to  set  aside  and  revoke  such  certificate;  and  thereupon  the  right  of  such  mer- 

14  chant  to  retail  such  liquors,  shall  cease  and  determine. 
rwtoiM.1*  of        6.  Upon  any  person  producing  to  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue  for  his  or  her  district,  or  for 

2  his  or  her  county  or  corporation,  if  there  be  no  districts,  a  receipt  from  the  sheriff",  or  other  col- 

3  lector  of  the  revenue  of  such  county  or  corporation,  for  the  amount  of  the  tax  imposed  by  law 

4  for  such  privilege,  such  commissioner  shall  grnnt  to  such  person  a  license  to  sell  within  his  dis- 
6  trict,  or  within  his  county  or  corporation,  if  there  be  no  districts,  any  goods,  wares,  merchan- 
6  dize,  and  other  articles  of  foreign  and  domestic  growth,  production  or  manufacture,  as  a^vhole- 

^^"h"t0    7  sale  or  retail  merchant,  according  to  the  tax  paid;  which  license  shall  designate  the  time  for 
8  which  it  is  granted,  the  amount  of  tax  paid,  the  place  at  which  such  goods,  wares,  merchandize 
JJ*"*"***-  9  or  other  articles  are  to  be  sold,  and  whether  it  is  for  a  wholesale  or  retail  business.    If  there  be 
gram  rmipi     10  no  sheriff  or  other  collector,  the  clerk  of  the  county  or  corporation  shall  receive  the  tax  imposed 

11  by  law,  and  his  receipt  shall  entitle  the  applicant  to  a  license,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  receipt 

12  of  the  sheriff*  or  collector. 

Not  ■>•»  own  7.  Not  more  than  one  tax  shall  be  paid  on  account  of  selling  at  one  and  the  same  store  ;  and  if 

fo'^TiXTi!  2  any  person  shall  keep  two  or  more  stores,  or  sell  at  any  other  place  than  that  designated  in  the 
•wpuxauxAc  3  licensC)  he  or  she  shall  pay  one  tax  for  each  store  or  place  of  sale:  Provided,  That  it  shall  be 
n"  "•-»•    4  lawful  for  any  person  having  paid  a  tax  for  a  license  to  sell  at  some  one  place,  and  wishing  to 


5  remove  his  or  her  store  permanently  to  some  other  place,  to  have  his  or  her  license 

6  cordingly,  by  the  leave  and  under  the  supervision  and  control  of  tbc  county  or  corporation  court 

7  of  that  county  or  corporation  in  which  the  same  shall  have  been  granted. 

wboiDb.M>ii.t.         8.  All  merchants,  one  half  in  value  or  more  of  whose  annual  sales  of  goods,  wares,  merchan- 

2  dize,  or  other  articles  not  exempt  from  taxation,  consist  of  packages,  bales,  boxes,  pieces,  dozens, 

3  hogsheads,  cases,  chests,  bags,  barrels,  pipes,  puncheons,  tierces,  or  casks,  shall  be  entered  on 

4  the  commissioners'  lists  as  wholesale  merchants,  and  be  charged  for  their  licenses  accordingly. 

5  If  any  merchant  will  solemnly  swear,  or  affirm,  before  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue,  who  is 

6  hereby  authorized  to  administer  such  oath  or  affirmation,  that  more  than  one  half  in  value  of  his 

7  or  her  annual  6ales  of  goods,  wares,  merchandize,  or  other  articles  not  exempt  from  taxation,  con- 

8  sist  of  sales  in  parcels  or  quantities  less  than  the  package,  bale,  box,  piece,  dozen,  hogshead, 

9  case,  chest,  bag,  barrel,  pipe,  puncheon,  tierce  or  cask,  he  or  she  shall  bo  entered  on  the  commission- 

10  er's  list  as  a  retail  merchant,  and  charged  accordingly  ;  and  any  merchant  failing  or  refusing  to 

11  make  such  oath  or  affirmation  when  required,  shall  be  listed  and  charged  as  a  wholesale  mcr- 

12  chant. 

wM»«oj.rtor  9.  If  any  vender  of  silver,  plated  ware  or  jewelry,  milliner,  mechanic,  or  other  person  listed 
Mn!Z0!*l£L '"  2  and  taxable  under  the  revenue  laws  as  a  retail  merchant,  will  make  oath  or  affirmation,  before 
hlSr  ui'rf^iUt'  3  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue,  who  is  hereby  authorized  to  administer  the  same,  that  his  or 
-MrchMu.  4  her  average  sales,  in  value  per  annum,  of  goods,  wares,  merchandize,  or  other  articles,  not  of  hTs 
6  or  her  manufacture,  do  not  exceed  the  amount  of  sales  of  articles  of  his  or  her  manufacture,  or 

6  mechanical  labour,  and  that  he  or  she  vends  chiefly  such  goods,  wares,  merchandize,  or  other 

7  articles,  as  are  connected  with  his  or  her  line  of  business,  such  person  shall  only  pay  a  tax  equal 

8  to  one  half  of  the  tax  imposed  by  law  on  a  retail  merchant ;  and  any  such  person  failing  or  re- 

9  fusing,  when  required  to  make  such  oath  or  affirmation,  shall  be  taxed  without  abatement,  as  a 
10  retail  merchant. 
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10.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  vendue  masters,  brokers  and  venders  of  lottery  tickets,  shall  be,  v..*-  mmm, 

2  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  pay  the  lax  imposed  by  law  on  their  respective  occupations,  and  !E^r  i£u*7"" 

3  obtain  licenses  in  the  same  manner  as  merchants'  licenses  are  obtained  ;  and  on  failure  so  to  do,  jfijUSJ* 0"*i* 

4  every  vendue  master  who  shall  sell,  at  auction,  any  goods,  wares,  merchandize,  or  other  articles ;  Jjjirti 

5  and  every  person  who  shall  sell  any  foreign  lottery  ticket,  or  any  lottery  ticket  in  a  lottery  authc-  ' 

6  rized  by  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  or  any  share  of  such  ticket,  or  any  policy,  guarantee,  or 

7  assurance  of  the  prize,  or  part  of  the  prize,  to  bo  drawn  by  any  such  lottery  ticket;  and  every 

8  broker  who  shall  open  ana  keep  any  office,  for  the  purpose  of  buying,  selling,  or  exchanging  the 

9  notes  or  shares  ot  any  bank,  public  stocks  of  any  kind,  bills  ot  exchange,  drafts  or  negotiable 

10  notes,  or  who  shall  directly  or  indirectly  buy,  sell,  or  exchange,  for  a  commission  or  other  com- 

11  pensation  for  making  such  purchase,  sale  or  exchange,  the  notes  or  shares  of  any  bank,  public 

12  stocks  of  any  kind,  bills  of  exchange,  drafts  or  negotiable  notes,  without  having  paid  the  tax  ira- 

13  posed  by  law  on  such  privilege,  and  obtained  such  license,  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit 

14  and  pay  a  sum  equal  to  double  the  amount  of  the  tax,  for  the  time  being,  so  imposed,  to  be  re-H»w  »«,.,*>u 

15  covered  in  the  same  manner,  in  all  respects,  as  the  penalties  prescribed  for  failure  to  obtain  mer- 

16  chants'  licenses  are  recoverable. 

11.  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  impose  any  penally  on  Wkn m m mu 

2  any  person  for  selling  at  auction,  without  license,  any  goods  or  other  property  taken  in  execution,  im^ii!0" wi*i,o«« 

3  or  upon  attachment,  or  distrained  for  taxes  or  rent,  or  under  the  order  or  decree  of  any  court ;  nor 

4  on  any  execulor  or  administrator  for  so  selling  the  estate  of  his  or  her  testator  or  intestate ;  nor 

6  on  any  trustee  for  so  selling  ihe  trust  fund  ;  nor  shall  any  thing  in  this  act  contained  be  construed  ^^J,^1', 

6  to  authorize  any  person  to  vend  any  lottery  ticket,  in  any  corporate  town,  contrary  to  the  by-laws  !«•«•  •^j™?"0 

7  of  such  town. 

12.  Every  person  wishing  to  obtain  a  license  to  sell  lottery  tickets  in  lotteries  authorized  by  the  y»iO.««fUo>.u 

2  laws  of  this  commonwealth  only,  shall  first  make  oath  or  affirmation  before  the  commissioner  of ^□'"^"""b 

3  the  revenue,  who  is  hereby  empowered  to  administer  the  same,  that  he  or  she  will  not,  during  theuwUc*~* 

4  period  for  which  such  license  may  be  granted,  be  directly  or  indirectly  concerned  in  the  sale  of 
6  any  ticket,  or  share  thereof,  or  any  policy,  guarantee,  or  assurance  of  the  prize,  or  part  of  the 

6  prize,  to  be  drawn  in  any  lottery  not  so  authorized,  without  obtaining  a  license  for  that  purpose. 

7  And  every  person  who  shall  pay  the  tax  and  obtain  a  license  for  the  sale  of  foreign  lottery  tickets,  v,-tj-r.0fti«k.u 

8  shall,  during  the  period  for  which  such  license  may  be  granted,  be  exempted  from  all  the  penal- 1^'*"  l*M*" 

9  ties  prescribed  by  former  laws,  for  the  sale  of  such  tickets,  and  such  person  shall  also  be  at  liberty, 

10  during  the  same  period,  without  farther  tax  or  license,  to  sell  lottery  tickets  in  lotteries  authorized 

11  by  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth. 

13.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  person  intending  to  set  up  or  keep  an  ordinary  or  house  of^™*^^ 

2  public  entertainment,  shall  first  petition  the  court  of  that  county  or  corporation  wherein  such  ordi-"r 

3  nary  is  intended  to  be,  and  obtain  a  license  for  keeping  the  same ;  and  the  justices  of  the  court 

4  to  whom  such  petition  shall  be  exhibited,  shall  thereupon  consider  the  convenience  of  the  place 

5  proposed,  the  character  of  the  petitioner  for  good  order,  sobriety  and  honesty,  and  his  ability  to 

6  provide  and  keep  good  and  sufficient  houses,  lodging  and  entertainment  for  travellers,  their  scr- 

7  vants  and  horses  ;  and  if  such  petition  shall  appear  reasonable,  and  the  court  shall  be  satisfied, 

8  and  enter  of  record,  that  the  petitioner  is  a  man  of  good  character,  not  addicted  lo  drunkenness, 

9  or  gaming,  and  shall  be  of  opinion  that  he  will  keep  an  orderly  and  useful  house  of  entertainment, 

10  they  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  authorized  to  grant  to  such  petitioner  a  license  lo  keep  an  ordinary. 

11  Such  license,  bein«  so  granted,  shall  be  signed  by  the  justice  presiding  at  the  time  of  granting  it,  ^ 

12  or  by  some  other  justico  of  the  peace,  and  shall  expire  at  the  next  succeeding  May  term  of  the  »h*n  w*ip»*. 

13  county  or  corporation  court.    But  upon  like  petition  and  like  entry  of  record,  the  license  may  be  How 

14  renewed,  from  year  to  year,  as  long  as  the  court  shall  be  of  opinion  that  ihe  petitioner  hath  pre- 

15  served  bis  good  character,  and  continues  to  keep  an  orderly  and  useful  house  of  entertainment. 

16  No  license,  granted  or  renewed,  shall  be  in  any  wise  valid,  unless  the  court,  at  the  time  of  the  v»«*t>ca,«* 

17  granting  thereof,  shall  enter  upon  the  record  the  good  character  of  the  petitioner,  in  the  manner  S^'.^J^*^ 

18  above  prescribed  :  nor  shall  the  court,  at  any  time,  for  ihe  purpose  of  keeping  any  poor  person  BS£?!55l 

19  from  being  chargeable  to  the  parish,  license  any  such  person  to  sell  liquors.  ««»<*<i  to  p»» 

14.  Before  any  license  shall  be  granted  to  keep  an  ordinary,  the  petitioner  shall  enter  into  bond,  u*<»» 

2  with  sufficient  security,  to  the  effect  following :  "  Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  tee  A.  B.  and  rJ»"V'bi£5*0'' 

3  C.  D.,  are  held  and  firmly  bound  to  ,  governor  of  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  in 

4  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  to  which  payment,  well  and  truly  to  be  made,  to  the  said 

5  ,  or  his  successors,  we  bind  ourselves,  and  every  of  us,  our  and  every  of  our  heirs,  executors 

6  and  administrators,  jointly  and  severally,  by  these  presents.     Witness  our  hands  and  seals,  this 

7  day  of  ,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  .    The  condition  of 
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S  the  above  obligation  is  such,  that  whereat  the  above  bound  A.  B.  hath  obtained  a  license  to  keep  an  ordi- 
9  nary  at  ,  «»  the  county  (or  corporation,  as  the  case  may  be,)  of  ;  if,  therefore, 

10  the  said  A.  B.  doth  constantly  find  and  provide,  in  his  said  ordinary,  good,  wholesome  and  cleanly  lodg- 

11  ing  and  diet  for  travellers,  and  stableage,  fodder  and  provender,  or  jMsturage  and  provender,  as  the  sea- 

12  son  shall  require,  for  their  horses,  until  the  next  May  term  of  the  county  (or  corporation)  court  of 

13  ,  and  shall  not  suffer  or  permit  any  unlawful  gaming  in  his  house,  nor  suffer  any  person  to 

14  tipple  and  drink  more  than  is  necessary,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void,  otherwise  to  remain  in  full  force." 
o^r^°*nC«faf  Before  any  license  shall  be  granted  to  keep  an  ordinary,  the  petitioner  shall  produce  to  the 
t»t°ote|i4«i«e«4  2  court  the  receipt  of  the  sheriff,  or  other  collector  of  the  revenue,  of  the  county  or  corporation,  for 
fn^"^'«ni"','  3  the  amount  of  the  lax  imposed  by  law  u|>on  such  privilege ;  and  if  there  be  no  sheriff  or  collec- 
H»"itn«I  4  tor,  the  clerk  of  the  county  or  corporation  shall  receive  the  tax,  and  his  receipt  shall,  in  that  case, 
KSatunfat-  6"  entitle  the  party  to  a  license  in  the  same  manner  as  the  receipt  of  the  shcriil  or  collector.  If  the 
**  6  court  in  any  case  refuse  to  grant  the  license,  the  tax  shall  be  refunded  to  the  person  who  paid  the 

7  same. 

Una  to  >n  pn-        16.  Before  any  ordinary  shall  be  opened,  in  pursuance  of  a  license  granted  as  aforesaid,  it  shall 


ilmiMljr"*   2  be  the  duty  of  all  and  every  person  and  persons,  obtaining  any  such  license,  to  produce  the  same 
ilfa,'"^"'^-  8  to  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue  within  the  district,  or  within  the  county  or  corporation,  if  there 
4  be  no  districts,  where  he,  she  or  they  respectively  reside  or  propose  opening  an  ordinary,  and  to 

foil 


f«™  or  ..rue-     5  procure  thereon  the  certificate  of  such  commissioner  in  the  following  manner:  "  county 

6  (or  corporation),  to  wit:  A.  B.  having  produced  to  me  a  license  granted  by  tbc  court  of  the  county  (or 

7  corporation)  aforesaid,  on  the  payment  of  to  the  sheriff  (or  collector)  of  the  said  county 

8  (or  corporation)  court  (as  the  case  may  be,)  these  are  therefore  to  certify,  that  the  said  A.  B.  is  autho- 

9  rized  to  keep  an  ordinary  until  the  next  May  term  of  said  county  (or  corporation)  court.    Given  under 
10  my  hand  the  day  of  ." 

tmu&SniSt,  17-  ^  any  Person>  without  such  ordinary  license  and  certificate,  shall  open  an  ordinary,  or  shall 
MhdnW^i     2  sell,  by  retail,  wine,  rum,  or  brandy,  or  other  ardent  spirits,  or  a  mixture  thereof,  to  be  drank  in 

3  or  at  the  place  where  it  shall  be  sold,  or  in  any  booth,  arbour  or  stall,  such  offence  shall  bo  deemed 

4  a  breach  of  good  behaviour,  and  he  or  she  so  offending,  shall  moreover  forfeit  and  pay  for  every 

5  such  offence  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  to  the  commonwealth,  for  the  use  of  the  literary  fund,  to 

6  be  recovered  by  information  or  indictment  in  any  court  of  record  of  the  county  or  corporation 

7  wherein  the  offence  may  have  been  committed,  or  in  which  the  offender  may  be  found. 
r.i.»h7f,>.0,*  18.  If  any  person  shall  take  an  ordinary  license,  and  shall  not,  according  to  the  true  intent  and 
■MgMijiufiJ m-  g  meaning  Gf  the  condition  of  the  bond  required  by  this  act,  keep  an  ordinary  provided  with  accorn- 
or  br obuisiof  3  modations  for  travellers,  their  horses  and  servants,  but  shall  nevertheless,  use  such  license  as  a 
u"fcr  «h»7*"  4  pretext  for  the  sale  of  liquors  by  retail,  against  the  true  spirit  and  intention  of  this  act,  such  pcr- 
liquoM.            5  goo  shall  not  only  thereby  forfeit  the  penalty  of  his  or  her  bond,  to  be  recovered  in  any  court  of 

6  record  by  any  person  who  will  sue  therefor  in  the  name  of  the  governor,  but  shall  be  liable  to  be 
oTdl'!!2rt"p*',of  7  punished  by  fine,  for  every  such  sale,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he  or  she  had  no  license :  Pro- 
l""'\iiiv^F"'  8  "'ded*  1  hat  nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall  prevent  any  licensed  ordinary  keeper  from 
'  9  vending  meat  or  drink,  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same  restrictions  as  at  his  or  herordi- 

10  nary,  at  any  place  distant  one  mile  or  more  from  any  licensed  house  of  public  or  of  private  en- 

11  tcrtainment ;  there  being  at  such  place,  any  muster,  or  public  sale,  and  such  ordinary  keeper  hav- 

12  ing  first  obtained  leave  to  do  so  from  the  proprietor  of  such  place. 

19'  Every  person  desirous  to  keep  a  house  of  private  entertainment,  shall  obtain  from  the  court 
Zw'lVZTzi1'  '    2  °^  l'ie  county  or  corporation  in  which  he  or  she  desires  to  keep  such  house,  a  license  therefor,  in 
3  the  same  manner,  with  the  like  certificate  from  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue,  as  is  provided 
So  wn,  a  or  da-  4  for  obtaining  a  license  and  certificate  to  keep  an  ordinary;  save  only,  that  no  entry  of  record 
5  need  be  made  of  his  or  her  character,  that  no  bond  and  security  shall  be  required,  and  that  he  or 
tT<j*to»r   6  she  shall  pay  for  such  license  only  the  lax  imposed  by  law  on  houses  of  private  entertainment ;  and 
MmmUmnm,     1  If  any  person,  within  any  city,  town  or  borough,  or  within  eight  hundred  yards  of  any  public 

8  road  or  highway,  not  having  such  license  and  certificate,  or  license  and  certificate  to  keep  an  or- 

9  ditiary,  shall  receive  any  pay  or  compensation  for  dieting  any  person  in  his  or  her  house,  or  for 

10  feeding  any  horse  in  his  or  her  stable,  or  on  his  or  her  lot  or  land,  the  person  so  offending,  shall 

1 1  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  offence,  (be  sum  of  thirty  dollars,  to  bo  recovered  in  the  same 
pi '"*o;™<*"^'      manner  as  the  penalty  for  opening  an  ordinary,  wiihoul  a  license,  is  recoverable  :  Provided,  That 

'ZJ'wt'Lin  'his  penalty  shall  not  attach  to  any  person  within  any  city,  town  or  borough,  receiving  pay  or 
^.nLih  14  compensation  for  the  dieting  of  any  one  boarding  in  his  or  her  house,  for  any  space  of  time  ex- 
N»ito  ptMM  in  15  eeeding  one  month,  or  for  the  feeding  of  any  horse  for  any  space  of  timo  exceeding  one  month  ; 
InoThi'rTknji.r'  16  Dor  shall  such  penalty  attach  to  any  person  not  within  any  city,  town  or  borough,  receiving  pay 
ihuwowMk  27  or  compensation  for  the  dieting  of  any  one  boarding  in  his  or  her  h  »use  for  a  longer  period  than 
18  one  week,  or  for  the  feeding  of  any  horse  for  a  longer  period  than  one  week. 


cum; 
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20.  Be  it  fitrtker  enacted,  That  no  hawker  or  pedlar  shall  offer  for  sale  or  barter,  in  any  county  £!»■«•  ud  pd- 

2  or  corporation,  either  on  land,  or  on  any  of  the  rivers  or  waters  of  this  commonwealth,  any  tin  or mmO*** 

3  pewter  ware,  or  any  clock  or  clocks,  or  any  goods,  wares,  merchandize,  or  other  articles  not  of 

4  his  or  her  own  manufacture  within  this  commonwealth,  nor  provisions,  or  agricultural  commodities 

5  of  the  growth  or  production  of  this  state,  or  any  of  the  United  States,  unless  such  person  shall 

6  have  previously  paid  the  tax  imposed  by  law,  and  obtained,  in  such  county  or  corporation,  a  license 

7  therefor,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  and  anv  person  desiring  a  license,  as  a  hawker  or  s«,bii 

ill 


8  pedlar,  to  sell  or  barter  such  articles,  in  any  county  or  corporation,  shall  produce  to  the  clerk  of* 

9  the  county  or  corporation,  the  receipt  of  the  sheriff,  or  other  collector  of  the  revenue  of  such 

10  county  or  corporation,  for  the  amount  of  the  tax  imposed  by  law  for  such  privilege  ;  and  such  clerk 

11  shall  thereupon  grant  to  such  person  a  license  to  sell  or  barter,  within  such  county  or  corporation, 

12  either  tin  and  pewter  ware  only,  or  clocks  only,  or  goods,  wares,  merchandize  and  other  articles, 

13  excepting  cIocks,  according  to  "the  tax  paid,  as  the  case  may  be  ;  or  if  there  be  no  sheriff  or  other 

14  collector,  the  clerk  of  the  county  or  corporation  shall  receive  such  tax  and  grant  a  license  to  the 

15  applicant,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  tax  bad  been  paid  to  a  sheriff  or  collector,  and  his  receipt 

1C  produced  ;  and  in  every  license  so  granted  to  a  hawker  or  pedlar,  the  nature  of  the  trade  to  be  J^^b^ni? 
17  carried  on  under  it,  shall  be  specified  under  one  of  the  foregoing  heads. 

21.  If  any  person  as  a  hawker  or  pedlar,  shall  offer  for  sale  or  barter,  in  any  county  or  corpora-  pmhIij 

2  tion,  any  tin  or  pewter  ware,  or  any  clock  or  clocks,  or  any  goods,  wares,  merchandize,  or  other  arti- i."^"^^.' 

3  cles,  not  of  his  or  her  own  manufacture  within  this  commonwealth,  nor  provisions  or  agricultural*  " 

4  commodities  of  the  growth  or  production  of  this  state,  or  any  of  the  United  States,  without  hav- 

5  ing  obtained,  in  such  county  or  corporation,  in  manner  aforesaid,  a  separate  license  to  sell  or  bar- 

6  ter  tin  and  pewter  ware  only,  or  to  sell  or  barter  clocks  only,  or  to  sell  or  barter  goods,  wares,  mer- 

7  chandizc  and  other  articles,  excepting  clocks,  as  the  case  may  be,  such  person  shall  forfeit  and  pay 

8  for  every  such  offence,  in  each  county  or  corporation,  a  sum  equal  to  double  the  amount  of  the  tax, 

9  for  the  time  being,  imposed  by  law  for  such  privilege,  as  the  case  may  be,  one  half  thereof  to  the 

10  informer,  and  the  other  half  to  the  commonwealth,  for  the  use  of  the  literary  fund,  to  be  recovered  Bow  i 

11  after  ten  days  previous  notice  to  the  offender,  by  motion  in  any  court  of  record  of  the  county  or  cor- 

12  poration  wherein  such  offence  shall  have  been  committed,  or  in  which  the  offender  may  be  found,  or 

13  in  the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed.  Upot 

14  affording  cause  to  suspect  that  any  hawker* 

15  incurred  the  penalty  thereof,  such  justice  shi 

16  apprehended  and  brought  before  him,  or  some  other  justice  of  the  peace  within  bis  county  or  corpo- 

17  ration,  who  shall  proceed  to  enquire  into  the  fact ;  and  if  such  justice  shall  be  of  opinion  that  there 

18  is  good  ground  to  suspect  that  such  person  is  guilty  of  a  violation  of  this  act,  he  shall  commit  him  or  wtM  wmmitud 

19  her  to  the  jail  of  his  county  or  corporation,  to  abide  further  proceedings  therein,  and  shall  also  ccr-Sn'fillfS'.ilSk* 

20  tify  forthwith  to  the  clerk  of  the  county  or  corporation,  the  fact  of  such  commitment,  with  the  names  of  u" court- 

21  of  the  informer  and  witnesses,  whom  he  shall  direct  to  attend,  (and  who  are  hereby  required  to  at-      infon»»r  mi 

22  tend,  under  the  same  penalties  as  if  summoned,)  at  the  next  term  of  the  county  or  corporation  court,  »^^d!°b* 

23  to  give  evidence  in  the  case,  and  the  attorney  for  the  commonwealth  shall  proceed,  without  delay,  Dmy  or 

24  in  such  court,  by  motion,  for  the  recovery  of  the  penalty  imposed  by  this  act,  one  half  thereof  to  J"' 

25  the  informer,  and  the  other  half  to  the  commonwealth  as  aforesaid  :  Provided,  That  any  person  in  i 

26  custody  as  aforesaid,  may  be  admitted  to  bail  by  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  or  corpo-™** 

27  ration,  upon  his  or  her  giving  good  and  sufficient  bail  for  his  or  her  appearance  at  the  next  term  of 

28  such  county  or  corporation  court,  to  abide  by  the  judgment  thereof  in  relation  to  the  offence  charged; 

29  and  the  recognizance  of  such  bail  shall  be  filed  with  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  such  county  or  cor-R«« 

30  poration.(6) 

22.  All  clocks,  which  shall  be  offered  for  sale  by  a  hawker  or  pedlar,  shall  be  deemed  to  have  \ 

2  been  manufactured  without  the  limits  of  this  commonwealth,  and  be  liable  to  taxation,  unless  the  *  * 

3  commissioner  of  the  revenue,  or  other  revenue  officer,  within  whose  district  such  clocks  shall  be 

4  so  offered  for  sale,  shall  be  fully  satisfied  that  the  same  were  bona  fide  of  the  manufacture  of  this 

5  stale.    [Acts  of  1835-6,  chap.  1,  $  4.] 

23.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall  exhibit  any  public  show  in  any  county  or  cor-  ArtBf  M,Kh 

2  poration,  without  having  previously  paid  the  tax  imposed  by  law  for  such  privilege,  and  obtained  flftffi,  |f||1 

3  a  license  therefor  in  such  county  or  corporation,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  such  per-MUi^y 

4  son  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  in  each  county  or  corporation,  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  equal  to  "**' 

5  double  the  amount  of  the  tax  imposed,  for  the  time  being,  by  law,  for  such  privilege,  one  half 

6  thereof  to  the  informer,  and  the  other  half  to  the  commonwealth,  for  the  use  of  the  literary  fund, 


(h)  The  taction,  from  No.  1  to  SI,  ,nclu»,v«,  we  numbered  in  the  tarn*  order  in  th«  act  of  March  1834. 
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now  ranmbte.  7  to  be  recovered  in  the  same  manner,  with  the  like  proceedings  as  to  arrest  and  commitment,  and 
■ho««,  hour  arrest-  8  in  all  other  respects  whatsoever,  as  are  herein  before  provided  for  the  recovery  of  penalties  against 
"iTrQ?'flif'  9  hawkers  and  pedlars  failing  to  obtain  license  as  required  by  law;  and  all  licenses  to  exhibitors  of 
ulmd-  10  public  shows,  shall  and  may  be  obtained  in  the  same  manner  as  licenses  to  hawkers  and  pedlars 

No  iiom* i«  ta-  1 1  are  obtained  :  Provided,  That  no  license  granted  under  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  authorize 
jfc«<»>x>WU»M  12  any  j)Crg0(1  to  cx|noit  ony  s|)mv  in  any  corporate  town,  contrary  to  the  by-laws  of  such  town  : 
AIt?■u^wil^M,        Provided  also,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  any  mechanic  or 


m""'"1  ot',er  artist  from  exhibiting,  without  having  paid  a  lax  or  obtained  a  license,  any  work  or  produc- 
er* .o^n.t  15  lion  of  his  or  her  own  art  or  invention  ;  but  if  any  doubt  shall  arise  as  to  the  making  of  such  work 
YQQtlOQ.  16  or  production,  the  burden  of  proof  shall  be  on  the  defendant. 

Awor  Mtreh  24.  Ordinary  keepers,  keepers  of  houses  of  private  entertainment,  vendue  masters,  brokers  and 

who  not  .Mowed  2  venders  of  lottery  tickets,  shall  not  be  authorized  to  carry  on  their  business  nt  more  than  one  place 
Sin^noVi"*'*"-  3  under  the  same  license ;  nor  shall  more  than  one  hawker  or  pedlar,  or  exhibitor  of  public  shows, 
Jfo\^w!hT»"ni.  4  pursue  their  trade  or  occupation  under  one  license ;  nor  shall  any  person,  having  obtained  a  license 
lT«rrfwrlMM  5  "nder  this  act,  be  permitted  to  authorize  any  negro  or  mulatto,  bond  or  free,  to  exhibit  under  such 
n"""°  ''oTiT  G  Ucen3e  anJ'  public  show,  or  to  vend  any  goods,  wares,  merchandize,  or  other  articles,  as  a  hawker  or 
tA^omSl^u-  7  pedlar,  or  otherwise  ;  nor  shall  any  hawker  or  pedlar,  (by  virtue  of  a  license  to  trade  in  articles  of  a 
ruwktn  *c  not  8  specified  kind,)  trade  in  articles  of  any  other  kind,  except  that  under  a  license  to  sell  or  barter  goods, 
Sri7££5£dta    9  merchandize  and  other  articles,  excepting  clocks,  such  hawker  or  pedlar  may  trade  also  in 

n«n...  io  tin  and  pewter. 

m»k*  25.  Any  commissioner  of  the  revenue  desirous  of  carrying  on  the  business  of  a  merchant,  vendue 

tum  comMoh.  2  master  or  broker,  shall  pay  the  tax  imposed  by  law  and  obtain  a  license  for  such  privilege,  under 
ml°oM«i*""?«n  3  the  same  penalties  as  are  prescribed  in  other  cases  ;  and  upon  such  commissioner  producing  to  the 
HIi"neUJnt«rII"'  4  court  of  bis  county  or  corporation  the  receipt  of  the  sheriff  or  collector  of  the  revenue  of  such  county 
•odbrntnn.        5  or  corporation,  or  the  receipt  of  the  clerk  of  such  court,  if  there  be  no  sheriff  or  collector,  such  court 

0  shall  thereupon  grant  him  a  license,  subject  to  all  the  provisions  which  apply  to  other  licenses  of  a 

7  like  kind. 

wSmmT*  2G'  A^  licenses  granted  to  merchants,  vendue  masters,  brokers,  venders  of  lottery  tickets, 

m«  iMwii  2  keepers  of  ordinaries,  and  keepers  of  houses  of  private  entertainment,  shall  expire  at  the  succeed- 
«^t.»tMi)f      g  term  nf  tne  courl  0f  i()e  county  or  corporation  in  which  they  may  have  been  granted  re- 

wh.n  lietm  «i-  4  spectively ;  and  if  granted  at  any  other  time  than  at  the  May  term  of  such  court,  the  tax  to  be  paid 
!^Tt'oTni"'f""'  5  upon  any  such  license  shall  bear  such  proportion  to  the  whole  annual  tax,  as  the  space  of  time 
who^Tud  u>  G  between  the  granting  of  the  same  and  the  next  May  term  bears  to  a  whole  year  ;  and  it  shall  be  law- 

7  ful  for  any  ordinary  keeper,  keeper  of  a  house  of  private  entertainment,  merchant,  vendue  master, 

8  broker,  or  vender  of  lottery  tickets,  to  transfer  the  unexpired  term  of  his  or  her  license,  by  the 

9  leave,  and  under  the  supervision  and  control  of  the  court  of  the  county  or  corporation  in  which  tbc 
10  same  may  have  been  granted. 

27.  All  licenses  granted  to  hawkers  and  pedlars,  or  to  exhibitors  of  public  shows,  shall  expire  at 
j*  2  the  end  of  twelve  months  from  and  after  the  date  thereof;  nor  shall  any  such  license  be  granted  for 
exhikltan  »r pub-  3  a  shorter  period  than  twelve  months  ;  nor  shall  there  be  any  abatement  or  apportionment  of  the  tax, 
i*. 4  if  the  privilege  granted  be  exercised  for  a  shorter  time;  nor  shall  any  unexpired  term  of  such 
r»  whattio.  <5  iiCPnse  |JC  ;n  ur)y  manncr  transferred  from  the  person  to  whom  it  was  granted  to  any  other  person. 
No >onr>riionm«nt  2S.  For  every  license  to  a  merchant,  vendue  master,  broker,  or  vender  of  lottery  tickets,  or  cer- 
nc«o«1"'fo",f  2  l i Rente  of  a  license  to  an  ordinary  keeper,  or  keeper  of  a  house  of  private  entertainment,  granted 
Ac"""  w.rck  3  by  a  commissioner  of  the  revenue  under  this  act,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  a  fee  of  fifty  cents,  which 
i^iw.d  *  shall  be  paid  to  him  out  of  the  public  treasury,  on  the  warrant  of  the  auditor  of  public  accounts, 
^r.o«.'"°e" "r  5  after  his  list  of  licenses  and  certificates  of  licenses  shall  have  been  returned  to  the  auditor,  as 
»i»w,«,id.         e  hereinafter  directed. 

*or  every  l'nonse  t0  a  hawker  or  pedlar,  or  exhibitor  of  a  public  show,  granted  by  a  clerk 
ckih'ro*.        2  under  this  act,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  demand  and  receive  of  the  person  to  whom  he  grants  the 

3  same,  a  fee  of  one  dollar,  to  be  paid  to  him  before  such  license  is  delivered. 
A«of  Mm*  30.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  commissioners  of  the  revenue  annually  to  assess,  and 

to  2  return  with  their  lists  of  taxable  property,  the  yearly  rent  or  annual  value  of  all  ordinaries  and 


A«  of  M.nrfc 
HOI,  1 


".'."Im.mmi''..  3  houses  of  private  entertainment,  within  their  respective  counties,  corporations  or  districts.  The 
dmiIrin".'Ufcof  °*     4  amount  of  the  tax  to  be  paid  for  licenses  to  ordinary  keepers,  and  keepers  of  houses  of  private 


t»i ror>|<»d hr  5  entertainment,  shall  be  ascertained  from  such  assessments,  and  no  such  license  shall  be  granted 

Ltnou-t ««  G  by  any  court,  until  such  assessment  and  return  snnll  nave  been  made;  any  commissioner  tailing 

fOT^IiV'1  n  7  to  make  such  annual  assessments  and  returns,  or  failing  to  assess  and  make  return  of  any  ordi- 

^T^lHtlt  8  nary  or  house  of  private  entertainment,  which  may  be  opened  subsequent  to  the  usual  period  of 

ufn"""*1"  "  9  assessment,  shall,  for  every  failure,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  one  half  thereof  to 
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10  the  informer,  and  the  other  half  to  the  commonwealth,  for  the  use  of  the  literary  fund,  to  be  reco- 
il vered  by  motion,  after  ten  days  notice,  in  any  court  of  record  of  the  county  or  corporation. 

31-  The  yearly  rent  or  annual  value  of  any  ordinary  or  house  of  private  entertainment,  which  ^J,"^^"11 

2  is  actually  rented  or  leased,  shall  be  ascertained  by  the  rent  paid  by  the  tenant,  and  the  commis-  iw«h!.<,r<.r- 

3  sioner  of  the  revenue  may  call  on  the  tenant  or  proprietor  to  declare,  on  oath  or  solemn  affirma-  tZl^ZZi.'Z 

4  tion,  what  is  the  amount  of  rent  paid  for  the  same;  and  every  person  so  called  on  and  refusing S^^i 

5  to  declare,  shall  forfeit  and  nay  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars,  to  he  recovered  by  motion  of,,'M,,,•  "'•»'*» 

6  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue,  in  any  court  of  record,  after  ten  days  notice,  for  the  common-  i'm»ity  fo« »fu. 

7  wealth,  to  the  use  of  the  literary  fund  ;  and  when  any  ordinary  or  house  of 

8  is  in  the  occupation  of  the  proprietor,  the  yearly  rent  or  annual  value  shall  be  ascertained  by  a 

9  comparison  of  its  value  with  other  similar  houses  or  lots  actually  rented  ;  and  the  commissioner  wi.«u»b.  «u. 

10  of  the  revenue,  in  making  his  estimate,  shall  take  into  consideration  the  ordinary  house,  or  house"*' 

11  of  private  entertainment,  with  all  the  out  houses  appurtenant,  gardens,  stahles,  lots,  baths,  pools 

12  and  watering  places,  with  all  other  things  that  impart  value  to  the  ordinary  or  house  of  private 

13  entertainment,  except  the  farm  or  farm  houses  that  may  be  contiguous :  Provided,  That  when  any  an<mi  .iiow.,1 

14  owner  or  proprietor  of  any  ordinary  or  house  of  private  entertainment  shall  think  himself  or  her-  urTom  tiiiuin 

15  self  aggrieved  by  the  valuation  of  the  commissioner,  he  or  she  may  appeal  to  the  court  by  whom  °r coma,,mHM"- 

16  he  was  appointed,  whose  judgment  as  to  the  yearly  rent  or  annual  value  shall  be  final. 
32.  The  clerk  of  each  county  or  corporation  court  shall  cause,  on  each  court  day  throughout  the  A«or*u«h 


r-  ii.  »  31. 


mmimiunttt  to 
ir- 
ks 


2  year,  a  list  of  such  licenses  to  hawkers  and  pedlars,  and  exhibitors  of  public  shows,  as  have  been  chm i» itiek  op 

3  granted  by  him  under  this  act,  to  be  stuck  up  in  some  public  place  in  the  courthouse,  expressing hZlm'?"*,',*. 

4  the  date  of  each  license,  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  granted,  and  in  the  case  of  hawkers  Untt cm"xba,"t- 

5  and  pedlars,  whether  it  is  tor  the  privilege  of  vending  tin  and  pewter  ware  only,  or  clocks  only, 
G  or  goods,  wares,  merchandize  and  other  articles,  excepting  clocks;  and  for  every  fuilurc  or  omis- 

7  sion  herein,  such  clerk  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars,  one  half  thereof  to  the  in- 

8  former,  and  the  other  half  to  the  commonwealth,  for  the  use  of  the  literary  fund,  to  be  recovered 

9  by  motion  in  any  court  of  record  of  the  county  or  corporation,  after  ten  days  previous  notice. 

33.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  of  the  revenue  to  render  to  their  respective  county  a 

2  or  corporation  courts,  at  any  of  the  quarterly  terms  thereof,  lists  of  all  such  ordinary  keepers,  and  q 

3  keepers  of  houses  of  private  entertainment,  within  their  respective  districts,  as  they  shall  have  £»SiU«ii2£ 

4  good  cause  to  believe  have  failed  to  obtain  licenses,  or  certificates  of  licenses,  according  to  law,  "^lik^o/™- 

6  or  have  violated  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  also  lists  of  such  witnesses  as  in  their  op i-  «•»•••.  ">*«p 
G  nion  may  be  able  to  give  information  of  any  such  failure  or  violation.    The  court  shall  thereupon  ESmCWmI* 

7  order  process  to  bring  such  witnesses  in,  who  shall  be  sworn,  and  forthwith  sent  to  the  grand  jury  £££dinf.u.er«. 

8  to  give  evidence  in  the  matter;  and  upon  any  presentment  being  made  by  such  grand  jury,  it "i*0"- 

9  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  attorney  for  the  commonwealth  to  file  an  information  or  indictment  against 
10  the  person  presented,  and  upon  conviction,  the  court  shall  render  judgment  for  the  penalty  or  pe- 
ll nalties  imposed  by  law  upon  such  offender:  Procidcd,  That  nothing  in  this  section  contained  rmt\». 

12  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  any  person  from  proceeding,  by  information  or  indictment,  to 

13  recover  any  penalty  for  such  failure  or  violation. 

34.  It  shall  also  be  the  duly  of  every  commissioner  of  the  revenue,  when  he  shall  have  good  Act  or  y«eh 

2  cause  to  believe  that  any  merchant,  vendue  master,  broker  or  vender  of  lottery  tickets  within  his  mm  -r  'proe««i. 

3  district,  has  failed  to  obtain  a  license  according  to  law,  or  has  violated  any  of  the  provisions  of^'iV'""^'" 

4  this  act,  to  move,  at  any  term  of  his  county  or  corporation  court,  for  judgment  for  a  sum  equal  to  ""'w'Jd^r 

6  double  the  amount  of  the  tax  imposed  for  the  lime  being,  by  law,  for  such  privilege,  after  having  ^i^^Vri*" 
G  given  ten  days  previous  notice  to  the  delinquent,  and  summoning  in  writing  such  witnesses  as  may 

7  be  able  to  give  information  in  the  case,  and  who  arc  hereby  required  to  attend,  under  the  same 

8  penalties  as  if  summoned  by  order  of  court :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 

9  so  construed  as  to  prevent  any  prosecution  by  information  or  indictment,  or  to  prevent  any  person 

10  from  proceeding,  by  motion  as  aforesaid,  for  the  recovery  of  any  penally  for  such  failure  or 

11  violation. 

35.  The  clerks  of  ihc  several  county  and  corporation  courts,  at  the  time  the  land  and  property  ac-i  nr  Mud. 

2  books  of  the  commissioners  of  the  revenue  shall  be  returned  to  the  auditor,  annually,  shall  cerlily  o^Ju  "cmtlg 

3  that  such  commissioners  have,  or  have  not  complied  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  as  in  the  two  i0'^l"^.,h'r 

4  preceding  sections  contained  ;  and  until  such  certificate  shall  be  made,  the  claim  of  any  clerk,  '*w 
6  failing  to  make  the  same,  for  examining  and  certifying  commissioners'  books,  shall  not  be  allowed  £"£Jt"E,£*)i2! 

6  by  the  auditor;  and  unless  it  shall  appear  from  such  certificate  that  the  commissioner  has  com- 

7  plied  with  the  above  specified  provisions  of  this  act,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  auditor  to  allow  ^»tall!"p^,T.". 

8  the  claim  of  such  commissioner  for  bis  annual  pay  and  allowances.  ,Unn4- 
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3G.  In  any  prosecution  against  an  ordinary  keeper  or  keeper  of  a  house  of  private  entertain- 

2  merit,  and  in  any  motion  or  prosecution  against  any  merchant,  vendue  master,  broker,  vender  of 

3  lottery  tickets,  hawker  or  pedlar,  or  exhibitor  of  a  public  show,  under  this  act,  it  shall  not  be 

4  lawful  for  such  person,  so  prosecuted  or  moved  against,  to  allege  that  he  or  she  has  paid  the  tax 

5  imposed  by  law  on  a  license  to  carry  on  his  or  her  trade  or  occupation,  unless  such  person  shall 
G  have  actually  obtained  from  the  proper  authority,  such  bcense,  or  certificate  of  such  license,  as 

7  the  case  may  be,  in  writing;  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  such  person  has  been  guilty  of  any  viola* 

8  tion  of  this  act,  or  has  failed  to  comply  with  any  of  the  provisions  thereof,  such  person  shall  be 

9  liable  to  the^same  penalties,  as  if  he  or  she  had  wholly  failed  to  obtain  a  license,  and  the  court 

10  upon  conviction  of  such  offender,  or  upon  being  satisfied  of  the  fact  of  such  violation,  shall  ren- 

11  der  judgment  accordingly. 

37.  In  all  motions  or  prosecutions  for  the  violations  of  any  act  relating  to  the  revenue,  the  com- 

2  mon wealth  shall  have  the  right  to  appeal,  or  obtain  a  writ  of  error,  and  for  that  purpose  to  require 

3  a  bill  of  exceptions  to  be  signed  and  made  a  part  of  the  record,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  defen- 

4  dant  may  do  in  such  case  ;  and  such  appeal  or  writ  of  error  shall  be  proceeded  in  and  decided  by 

6  the  court  above,  at  the  nc'xt  term  thereof,  unless  for  good  cause  shewn  to  the  contrary ;  and  in  all 

6  such  motions  or  prosecutions  in  the  inferior  courts,  when  a  conviction  shall  be  had,  an  attorney's 

7  fee  of  five  dollars  shall  be  allowed  and  taxed  in  the  bill  of  costs. 

38.  The  commissioners  of  the  revenue  for  the  city  of  Richmond,  borough  of  Norfolk,  and  towns 

2  of  Petersburg,  Lynchburg  and  Fredericksburg,  shall,  severally,  on  or  before  the  fifth  day  of  June 

3  in  each  year,  return  to  the  auditor,  duly  certified,  lists  of  all  licenses  granted  by  them,  respec- 

4  tively,  to  merchants,  vendue  masters,  brokers  and  venders  of  lottery  tickets,  during  the  period 

6  intervening  between  the  thirty-first  day  of  August  of  the  previous  year,  and  the  first  day  of  June, 
G  specifying  in  such  lists  the  dales  of  such  licenses,  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  granted,  the 

7  amount  of  tax  paid  in  each  case,  and  to  whom  paid ;  and  the  said  commissioners  shall,  in  like 

8  manner,  annually,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October,  return  to  the  auditor,  with  like  specifica- 

9  tions,  additional  lists  of  all  such  licenses  as  aforesaid,  granted  by  them,  respectively,  during  the 
10  period  intervening  between  the  first  day  of  June  and  the  thirty-first  day  of  August,  both  days  in- 

othar  eam- 11  elusive.  All  commissioners  of  the  revenue,  other  than  the  commissioners  of  the  city,  borough 
!k»retiiroe.  12  and  towns  aforesaid,  shall,  in  like  manner,  annually,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October,  return 

13  to  the  auditor,  with  like  specifications,  lists  of  all  such  licenses  as  aforesaid,  granted  by  them, 

14  respectively,  during  the  previous  year,  ending  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  August. 

39.  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  each  commissioner  of  the  revenue  of  every  county  or  corpora- 

2  tion,  and  of  the  clerk  of  such  county  or  corporation,  lo  mako  out  and  certify  in  conjunction,  a 

3  meeting  being  had  for  the  purpose,  and  to  return,  annually,  to  the  auditor,  on  or  before  the  first 

4  day  of  October,  a  list  embracing  all  the  certificates  of  licenses  granted  by  such  commissioner  to 

5  ordinary  keepers  and  keepers  of  houses  of  private  entertainment,  during  the  previous  year,  end- 

6  ing  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  August,  and  all  the  licenses  granted  by  such  clerk  to  hawkers  and 

7  pedlars,  and  exhibitors  of  public  shows,  during  the  like  period,  specifying  in  such  list  the  dates  of 

8  such  licenses,  or  certificates  of  licenses,  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  granted,  the  amount 

9  of  tax  paid  in  each  case,  and  to  whom  paid. 

40.  Any  list  of  licenses,  or  certificates  of  licenses,  certified  and  returned  as  aforesaid  to  the  au- 

2  ditor,  by  a  commissioner  of  the  revenue,  or  by  such  commissioner  and  the  clerk  of  the  countv  or 

3  corporation  in  conjunction,  as  the  case  may  be,  staling  the  amount  of  tax  paid  for  such  licenses, 

4  ami  to  whom  paid,  shall,  in  all  motions,  or  other  proceedings  against  any  delinquent  sheriff,  or 

5  collector  of  the  revenue,  or  clerk,  be  deemed  and  taken  as  legal  evidence,  whereupon  to  charge 
G  such  sheriff,  or  collector  of  the  revenue,  or  clerk,  with  the  amount  of  such  tax,  appearing  by  such 
7  list  to  have  hern  received  on  account  of  such  licenses,  or  certificates  of  licenses,  by  such  sherilF, 

L*3mT£mi  8  co"ector  ol  tne  revenue,  or  clerk,  as  the  case  may  be.  If  any  commissioner  of  the" revenue  shall 
Zf^tlJZiiM,'.  9  fail  to  return  such  lists  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  required  by  this  act,  without  a  reasonable 

10  excuse  therefor,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  auditor  to  disallow  such  commissioner  his  fees  for 

11  granting  licenses,  or  certificates  of  licenses;  and  if  any  clerk  shall  neglect  his  duty  herein,  he 

12  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  failure  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  by  ibe  au- 

13  ditor,  for  the  use  of  the  literary  fund,  on  motion  in  the  general  court,  after  ten  days  notice  thereof 

14  to  the  delinquent. 

41.  The  sheriffs  or  collectors  of  the  revenue  for  the  city  of  Richmond,  borough  of  Norfolk,  and 
2  towns  of  Petersburg,  Lynchburg  and  Fredericksburg,  shall,  annually,  on  or  before  the  tenth  day 
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3  of  June,  account  for  and  pay  into  the  public  treasury  all  moneys  received  by  them  respectively, 

4  during  the  period  intervening  between  the  thirty-first  day  of  August  of  the  previous  year,  and  the 

5  first  day  of  June,  for  the  taxes  on  licenses  to  merchants,  vendue  masters,  brokers  and  venders  of 
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6  lottery  tickets ;  and  all  moneys  received  by  such  sheriffs  or  collectors  respectively,  during  the  pe- 

7  riod  intervening  between  the  first  day  of  June  and  the  thirty-first  day  of  August,  both  days  inclu- 

8  sive,  for  the  taxes  on  such  licenses  as  aforesaid ;  and  all  moneys  received  by  such  sheriffs  or  col- 

9  lectors  respectively,  during  the  previous  year,  ending  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  August,  for  the 

10  taxes  on  licenses  to  ordinary  keepers,  keepers  of  houses  of  private  entertainment,  hawkers  and 

11  pedlars,  and  exhibitors  of  public  shows;  and  all  moneys  received  by  sheriffs  or  collectors  of  the  wh«»  Mto  a»- 

12  revenue,  other  than  the  sheriffs  or  collectors  of  the  city,  borough  arid  towns  aforesaid,  during  the C^'awEi"* 

13  previous  year,  ending  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  August,  for  the  taxes  on  licenses  to  merchants.  }gf m  "* 

14  vendue  masters,  brokers,  venders  of  lottery  tickets,  ordinary  keepers,  keepers  of  houses  of  private 

15  entertainment,  hawkers  and  pedlars,  and  exhibitors  of  public  shows,  shall  be  accounted  for  and 

16  paid  into  the  public  treasury  by  such  sheriffs  or  collectors  respectively,  at  the  same  time  that  other 

17  taxes  by  them  collected  arc  required  by  law  to  be  accounted  for  and  paid  in. 

42.  Sheriffs  or  collectors  of  the  revenue  shall  be  allowed  a  commission  of  five  per  centum,  and  A*i»m»r«h 

2  no  more,  for  the  collection  and  payment  into  the  treasury,  at  the  time  required  by  law,  of  the  Smi*te  *. 

3  taxes  on  licenses  received  by  them  respectively,  under  this  act,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  ^u^'moo 

4  penalties,  and  to  a  like  recovery  against  them  for  the  non-payment  thereof,  as  are  prescribed  by  "*•"••• 

5  law  in  relation  to  other  taxes  to  be  collected  and  accounted  for  by  them. 

43.  The  clerks  of  the  several  county  and  corporation  courts  shall  account,  on  oath,  for  all  luxes  am*  n*nh 

2  on  licenses  received  by  them  under  this  act,  and  pay  the  same  into  the  public  treasury  at  the  w^'e'S'.tai, 

3  same  time,  under  the  same  penalties  and  liability  to  recovery  for  non-payment,  and  be  allowed,  £yl£i,'%,3^'*d 

4  for  collecting  and  accounting,  the  same  commissions  as  are  prescribed  by  law  in  relation  to  the  "h»,  Hf"5!5i 

O  "  .  ■  •*  »nJ  with  wnit 

5  tax  on  law  process  and  other  taxes  to  be  collected  and  accounted  for  by  them.  «>»■»!.»««». 

44.  The  tax  imposed  by  law  on  process  issuing  from  the  courts  of  this  commonwealth;  on  de- m «r hmI 

2  clarations  in  ejectment  and  appeals;  on  certificates  under  the  seal  of  any  court;  on  transfers  of  lv?«iS«« 

3  a  surveyor's  certificate  for  land  in  the  register's  office ;  on  attestations,  protestations,  and  other  in- ^•'^j; 

4  strumcnts  of  publication  by  a  notary  public  under  his  seal  of  office;  and  on  certificates  under  'ne*ffi"^,ti[°' 

6  seal  of  this  commonwealth,  shall  be  paid  to  the  clerks  of  the  respective  courts,  register  of  the  p^_».dt» 

6  land  office,  notaries  public  and  keeper  of  the  public  seals,  before  such  process  is  issued,  declara-" 

7  tion  received,  transcript  of  record  or  certificate  under  the  seal  of  any  court,  or  of  the  common- 

8  wealth,  shall  be  delivered,  or  the  patent  on  such  surveyor's  certificate  is  issued,  and  at  the  time 

9  such  notarial  seal  is  affixed  :  Provided,  That  such  tax  on  law  process,  declarations  in  ejectment 
10  and  appeals,  shall  be  taxed  by  the  respective  clerks  in  the  bill  of  costs 


2  ce 

3  eac 

4  on  oath,  with  the  auditor  of  public  accounts,  and  pay  into  the  treasury  the  several  amounts  of  ^ 

5  taxes  by  them  respectively  received,  previous  to  the  first  day  of  September  in  each  year,  in  pur- 

6  suancc  of  the  present  or  any  future  act  or  acts  of  assembly,  imposing  taxes  for  the  support  of  go-n,.ir 
7-vcrnment,  deducting  thereout  five  per  centum  for  receiving  ana  paying  the  same;  and  on  failure 'if 

8  therein,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  general  court  to  render  judgment  against  the  said  clerks,  nota- *•*""• 

9  ries  public,  keeper  of  the  public  seals,  or  any  of  them  so  failing,  for  a  penalty,  that  is  to  say,  a 

10  clerk,  for  such  failure,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  six  hundred  dollars,  and  be  subject  to  an  additional  r.»itJ 

11  fiue  of  six  hundred  dollars  for  every  year  during  his  failure  to  account  and  pay;  and  a  notary ohmwIn. 

12  public,  for  such  failure,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  five  hundred  dollars,  and  be  subject  to  an  additional 

13  fine  of  five  hundred  dollars  for  every  year  during  his  failure  to  account  and  pay  ;  and  the  keeper  o.  ti»  of 

14  of  the  public  seals,  for  such  failure,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  be 

15  subject  to  an  additional  fine  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  every  year  during  his  failure  to 

16  account  and  pay ;  which  penalties  and  additional  fines  shall  be  recoverable  with  costs  by  (he  au- 

17  ditor,  on  motion  in  the  general  court,  for  the  use  of  the  commonwealth,  after  ten  days  notice  thereof, 

18  to  the  delinquent. 

46.  A  commissioner  of  the  revenue  shall  compare  the  account  of  each  clerk  with  the  books  in  A«»r  m.,c>. 

2  his  office,  and  certify  that  it  thence  appears  that  all  taxes  by  him  received  arc  accounted  for;  and  'ji»Ji.''^t«a«u. 

3  no  clerk  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  any  money  from  the  treasury,  or  to  recover  any  fees  of  the 

4  sheriff,  by  motion  or  otherwise,  unless  he  shall  have  previously  obtained  a  quietus  for  the  said 

5  taxes  according  to  this  act. 

47.  The  clerks  of  the  several  superior  and  inferior  courts  of  this  commonwealth  shall,  imme-  a«»t  M«eh 

2  diately  afier  entering  upon  the  duties  of  their  offices,  respectively,  execute  bond  with  sufficient  !j2*?*I<raW 

3  security,  before  their  respective  courts,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  accounting  for,  and  payment  £^r"nXbiw 

4  into  the  public  treasury,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law,  of  the  taxes  on  law  process,  licenses,  £««*»i™<i  b, 

5  and  all  other  public  moneys  which  shall  come  into  their  bands  respectively,  during  their  continu- 
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G  ance  in  office,  on  attestations,  protestations,  and  other  instruments  of  publication  under  their  seal 
Bomb,  «h<r«  re-  7  of  office ;  which  bonds  shall  be  recorded  in  such  court,  and  certified  copies  thereof  shall  be  traos- 
S2««r  b«.d.  8  mitted  by  the  clerks  to  the  auditor,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  December  ensuing  the  exe- 
^uto""'11-10  9  cution  thereof;  which  copies  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  as  legal  evidence  in  any  suit,  motion  or 
To  be  .»<d*TK*  in  io  other  proceeding  by  the  auditor,  upon  such  bonds,  for  the  recovery  of  the  amount  of  taxes  or 

motion*  ag&icut 

11  other  public  moneys  due  from  such  clerks  or  notaries  public  to  the  commonwealth ;  and  clerks, 
£«itr  on  thru  12  for  failing  to  certify  to  the  auditor,  as  herein  required,  copies  of  bonds  executed  in  their  respec- 
w^oru^f  13  tivc  courts  by  themselves,' and  also  copies  of  bonds  executed  in  the  county  or  corporation  courts 

14  by  notaries  public,  shall,  for  every  such  failure,  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  commonwealth,  for  the  use 

15  of  the  literary  fund,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  by  the  auditor,  on  motion 

16  in  the  general  court,  after  ten  days  notice  :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so 

17  construed  as  to  impair  the  right  of  the  commonwealth  to  proceed  against  any  such  clerk  or  notary 

18  public,  by  motion,  for  a  fine  or  penalty,  as  herein  before  provided,  for  every  failure  to  account  for 

19  and  pay  into  the  public  treasury,  at  the  time  prescribed  by  law,  all  taxes  received  by  such  clerk 

20  or  notary  public. 

Attornurch  48«  The  register  of  the  land  office  shall,  annually,  within  twenty  days  from  and  after  the  day 

R»V.t«  u .«  2  °f  ms  election,  execute  his  bond  to  the  governor  of  this  commonwealth,  in  the  penalty  of  ten 
«i>utmcui,uMi     3  thousand  dollars,  with  sufficient  security,  to  be  approved  by  the  governor;  which  bond  shall  ex- 

4  press  the  term  of  service  for  which  such  register  is  elected,  and  shall  be  conditioned  for  his  true 

5  and  faithful  performance  of  his  office  during  such  term,  and  for  his  regularly  accounting  for,  and 

6  paying  into  the  public  treasury,  at  the  times,  and  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law,  all  fees  and 

7  taxes  received  by  him  in  virtue  of  said  office. 

AetofMareh  49.  The  register  of  the  land  office  shall  account  for  with  the  auditor,  and  pay  regularly  into  the 

{ujr*.'»i .Jf«hm  to  2  public  treasury,  at  the  end  of  every  six  months,  all  fees  and  taxes  by  him  received,  from  time  to 
diwr""'  ""  3  time,  making  oath  that  the  whole  fees  and  taxes  so  accounted  for,  are  the  whole  profits  accruing 
nil  ue<xmt«  t«  4  from  the  said  office,  so  far  as  he  knows  or  believes,  up  to  the  date  of  such  account ;  and  more- 
■lii'Ti  "m  iTi  6  over,  his  accounts  of  fees  and  taxes  received  shall  bo  fairly  stated  and  compared  by  the  auditor 
p^^ing  6  w'lQ  tnc  books  of  his  office,  before  the  account  shall  be  passed.  If  the  register  of  the  land  office 
SSnhmmmLi  7  at  any  t'mc  ^a'' t0  account»  according  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  for  the  space  of  six  months,  he 
•of  ucoiio.  g  shgM^  jn  addition  to  any  recovery  had  by  suit,  motion,  or  other  proceeding  against  him  and  his  se- 
9  curities,  on  his  official  bond,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  for  the  benefit  of 

10  the  literary  fund,  to  be  recovered  in  the  name  of  the  governor  of  this  commonwealth  for  the  time 

11  being,  in  any  court  of  record,  by  the  auditor,  on  motion,  after  thirty  days  previous  notice  ;  and 

12  the  onus  probandi  shall  be  on  the  defendant. 

Aet  crumb  60.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  coming  within  the  purview  of  this  act,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are 

K^iU^ciiow.    2  nereby  repealed,  saving  all  penalties,  fines  and  forfeitures,  which  have  been  incurred  previous  to 
3  the  passing  of  this  act. 

51.  This  act  shall  commence  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  passing  thereof. 
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AMENDMENTS 


Proposed  by  the  Auditor  to  the  "  Act  amending  and  reducing  into  one  act  the  several  acts  and  parts 
of  acts  concerning  the  Taxes  on  Licenses  to  Keepers  of  Ordinanes  and  Houses  of  Private  En- 
tertainment, to  Merchants,  to  Vendue  Masters,  to  Brokers,  to  Venders  of  Lottery  Tickets,  to 
Hawkers  and  Pedlars,  to  Exhibitors  of  Public  Shmcs,  on  Law  Process,  on  Notarial  Seals,  and 
certain  other  subjects."    See  Bill  No.  2. 


Section  10.  Strike  out  the  words,  beginning  in  tbe  oth  line,  "  or  any  lottery  ticket  in  a  lottery  authorized 
2  by  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth." 

Section  12.  Strike  out  from  the  commencement  of  the  section  to  the  word  "and,"  inclusive,  at  the  begin- 
2  ning  of  the  7th  line  ;  and  also,  from  the  word  "  and,"  inclusive,  in  the  9th  line,  to  the  end  of  the  section. 
[The  foregoing  amendments  to  the  10th  and  12th  sections,  are  suggested  because  the  words  and  provisions 

2  proposed  to  be  struck  out  arc  in  conflict  with  the  act  "  to  suppress  lotteries  within  this  commonwealth," 

3  passed  the  25th  February,  1834,  which  said  act  entirely  prohibitive  drawing.:"  any  lottery  within  the  state, 

4  or  the  sale  of  tickets  in  any  such  lottery,  after  tbe  1st  January,  1840.  The  act,  however,  does  not  prohibit 
6  the  sale  of  foreign  lottery  tickets  within  the  state.] 

Section  38.  After  "Richmond,"  in  the  first  line,  add  "the  city  of  Wheeling,"  and  after  "Lynchburg,"  in 
2  the  second  line,  add  "  Portsmouth,  Winchester." 

Section  41.  After  "Richmond,"  in  the  first  line,  add  "the  city  of  Wheeling,"  and  after  "Lynchburg,"  in 
2  the  second  line,  add  "  Portsmouth,  Winchester." 

Section  42.  Add,  at  the  end  of  the  section,  "and  for  all  taxes  on  licenses  due  and  unaccounted  for  on  the 

2  10th  day  of  June,  in  each  year,  the  auditor  is,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  obtain  judgment  at  the  summer 

3  term  of  tbe  general  court  next  ensuing,  against  such  defaulting  sheriff  or  collector,  and  his  securities,  without 

4  notice." 

[Without  this  provision,  the  design  of  the  law  to  bring  the  taxes  on  licenses  into  the  treasury  at  an  early 
2  period,  will  be  entirely  frustrated.] 
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A  BILL 

Discharging  Lillburn,  othertcisc  called  IMlburn  Pleasants,  from  the  Penitentiary. 


1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  Lillburn,  otherwise  called  Lillburn  Pleasants,  who 

2  is  now  confined  in  the  penitentiary  of  this  commonwealth  under  a  prosecution  had  against  him  for 

3  burglary  and  larceny,  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  discharged  and  released  from  all  further  confine- 

4  ment  therein. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  who  is  a  slave  for  a  term  of  years  only  or  for 

2  the  life  of  another  person,  and  who  after  the  expiration  of  such  term  or  life  estate  may  be  enti- 

3  ded  to  freedom,  shall  hereafter  commit  any  felony  or  other  offence,  he  or  she  so  offending  shall  be 

4  tried  in  all  respects  and  punished  as  a  slave;  and  if  the  executive  shall  deem  it  proper  to  reprieve 

5  any  such  person  who  may  be  condemned  to  be  hung,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  commute  the  punishment 

6  of  transportation  and  sale  for  imprisonment  for  a  term  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  years 

7  in  the  public  jail  and  penitentiary,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  person  had  been  tried,  convicted 

8  and  sentenced  as  a  free  person;  and  every  person  whose  punishment  shall  have  been  so  commuted, 

9  shall  widiin  days  after  the,  expiration  of  his  or  her  term  of  imprisonment,  depart  from  the 

10  limits  of  this  state ;  and  if  he  or  she  shall  remain  dierein  for  a  longer  period,  he  or  she  shall  be 

11  dealt  with  in  the  same  manner  as  free  persons  migrating  into  the  commonwealth  contrary  to  law. 

12  And  every  person  so  tried  and  condemned  to  be  hung  shall  be  valued  by  the  court  in  which  he 

13  or  she  may  be  condemned  only  for  the  price  which  such  person  would  be  worth  during  his  or  her 

14  term  of  service. 

3.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
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AMENDMENTS 

Proposed  by  Mr.  MAY  to  the  Revenue  BUI.— {No.  14.] 
Strike  out  section  35  and  insert : 

After  the  assessment  of  lands  directed  by  the  act  of  March  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight 

2  shall  have  been  completed  and  after  the  next  land  book  shall  have  been  made  out  conformably 

3  thereto,  it  shall  not  be  necessary  for  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue  to  make  out  any  new  land 

4  book  except  in  the  towns  of  for  the  space  of  four  years ; 

5  but  the  clerks  of  the  county  courts  are  directed  to  make  out  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 

6  annually,  a  schedule  or  appendix  to  the  land  book  shewing  all  changes  or  transfers  of  land  which 

7  have  been  made  by  conveyances  either  fully  or  partly  proved,  or  by  partitions  or  wills  recorded 

8  in  their  several  courts  or  certified  to  them  by  the  clerks  of  other  courts,  or  by  grants  certified  to 

9  them  by  the  register  of  the  land  office,  with  correct  descriptions  of  the  lands  so  conveyed,  as- 

10  signed  or  devised,  and  the  quantity  and  situation  thereof;  and  the  clerks  shall  give  credit  to  the 

11  person  disposing  of  such  lands  and  charge  the  purchaser  or  receiver  of  the  same  with  die  amount 

12  of  tax  chargeable  thereon.    And  when  it  shall  appear  that  any  such  lands  have  not  been  previously 

13  assessed  or  that  any  vacant  lands  have  been  patented,  he  shall  require  the  commissioner  of  the 

14  revenue,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioner  when  so  required,  to  value  all  such  lands 

15  and  return  the  valuation  to  the  clerk,  who  shall  thereupon  charge  the  owner  with  the  proper 

16  amount  of  tax  upon  die  same.    The  said  schedule  or  appendix  shall  be  preserved  in  the  office  of 

17  the  clerk,  who  shall  deliver  one  copy  thereof  to  the  sheriff  or  collector  as  a  guide  in  the  collection 

18  of  the  taxes  therein  charged  and  credited,  and  one  copy  to  the  auditor  to  enable  him  to  charge 

19  the  sheriff  or  collector  with  the  proper  amount  of  tax.   At  the  end  of  the  third  year  the  three 

20  schedules  so  made  shall  be  delivered  by  the  clerks  to  the  commissioners  of  the  revenue  in  their 
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21  respective  counties,  together  with  a  new  list  of  all  conveyances,  devises  and  partitions  of  land 

22  made  in  the  fourth  year,  so  as  to  enable  the  commissioners  of  the  revenue  to  make  new  land 

23  books;  and  the  same  shall  be  accordingly  made  out  every  fourth  year,  and  the  clerks  shall  in  like 

24  manner  perform  in  the  intermediate  years  the  duties  herein  required  of  them ;  and  shall  receive 

25  as  a  compensation  for  their  services  the  sum  of 

Strike  out  the  36th  section  and  insert : 

The  clerks  of  the  superior  and  inferior  courts  shall  on  or  before  the  first  February  annually,  certify 

2  to  the  clerk  of  the  county  or  corporation  in  which  any  land  which  has  been  the  subject  of  a  de- 

3  cree  of  partition,  title,  or  sale,  or  of  any  devise,  a  list  of  such  decrees  and  devises  recorded  in 

4  such  courts  (other  than  the  inferior  court  of  the  county  or  corporation  in  which  the  lands  may  he) 

5  within  the  preceding  year ;  which  lists  shall  state  the  quantity  and  situation  of  the  land  so  far  as 

6  the  same  can  be  ascertained  by  the  clerks  furnishing  the  said  lists.   And  the  clerks  receiving  the 

7  same  shall  enter  all  the  lands  so  decreed,  divided  or  devised  in  the  schedules  or  appendices  here- 

8  inbefore  required  to  be  made  by  them. 

Section  44,  line  1st— strike  out  the  words  "  in  each  year"  and  insert,  "  next,  and  in  every 
2  second  year  afterwards." 

Section  52,  line  5 — after  the  word  "  whatsoever"  insert,  "  including  carryalls  and  jersey  wagons 
2  which  shall  be  classed  with  stage  wagons  and  taxed  as  such." 

Strike  out  the  53d  section. 

At  the  end  of  the  79th  section  insert  the  following  new  section : 

That  in  every  second  year  when  no  property  book  is  required  to  be  made  out  by  the  commission- 

2  ers  of  the  revenue,  the  sheriff  or  collector,  except  in  the  cases  hereinafter  provided  for,  shall  collect 

3  the  same  taxes  from  the  same  persons  as  are  contained  and  mentioned  in  the  book  of  the  preceding 

4  year  ;  but  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  who  may  have  disposed  of,  or  have  been  otherwise  de- 

5  prived  of  any  of  the  property  wherewith  he  was  charged  in  the  preceding  year,  or  his  agent,  or 

6  in  case  of  his  death  his  representative  to  furnish  to  the  commissioner  previously  to  the  first  day 

7  of         in  such  year,  another  list  of  his  taxable  property  as  held  by  him  on  the  first  March ;  and 

8  moreover  stating  whether  any  of  the  property  which  he  may  have  so  disposed  of  or  been  deprived 
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9  of  was  held  on  that  day  by  any  other  person  in  the  same  county  or  corporation ;  and  upon  mak- 

10  ing  affidavit  thereof  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioner  to  enter  the  same  in  a  npw  list  by 

11  way  of  appendix  to  his  last  property  book  so  as  to  charge  such  person  with  any  new  subject  of 

12  taxation — to  credit  him  with  die  proper  amount  for  property  no  longer  held  by  him;  and  if  .he 

13  shall  be  satisfied  any  other  person  in  the  same  county  or  corporation  is  chargeable  with  the  tax 

14  on  any  property  so  credited  to  charge  such  person  accordingly.    One  copy  of  every  such  list  or 

15  appendix  shall  be  delivered  by  the  commissioner  to  die  sheriff  or  collector  as  a  guide  in  the  col- 

16  lection  of  taxes  to  debit  or  credit  the  proper  person  with  the  proper  amount  of  tax ;  and  one  other 

17  copy  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  to  enable  him  to  debit  or  credit  such  she- 

18  riff  or  collector  as  the  case  may  be  with  the  proper  amount.    And  the  original  shall  be  preserved 

19  with  the  property  book  of  the  preceding  year  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  preparation  of  the 

20  next  one. 

Section  65,  line  9 — after  the  word  "  commissioners"  insert,  "  in  every  year  in  which  they  shall 
2  make  out  bodi  the  land  book  and  property  book  as  herein  required." 

At  the  end  of  the  section  insert,  "  and  in  every  year  in  which  the  property  book  only  shall  be 

2  made  out,  the  said  commissioners  respectively  shall  be  allowed  only         per  cent,  of  the  sums 

3  above  specified,  and  in  every  year  in  which  neither  the  land  book  nor  property  book  shall  be 

4  made  out,  they  shall  be  allowed  the  sum  of       cents  for  such  addition  to  or  deduction  from  any 

5  person's  tax  account. 

Section  1,  line  2— strike  out  the  word  "  annually." 

Section  1,  line  3— after  the  word  "mentioned"  insert  the  words,  0  who  shall  hold  their  office  for 
2  four  years. 
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[BILL  No.  14.] 
AMENDMENTS 

Proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  Bill,  entitled  "  An  act  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  prescribing  the 
mode  of  ascertaining  t/ie  Taxable  Property  within  the  Commonwealth,  and  for  collecting  the  Pub- 
lic Revenues 


1.  — 1st  section,  3rd  and  4th  lines,  strike  out  the  words  "September  or  October,"  and  in  lieu 
2  thereof  insert  the  words  "  November  or  December."  (Disagreed.) 

2.  — 5th  line,  strike  out  from  the  word  "  revenue"  to  the  end  of  the  section.    (Agreed  to.) 

3.  — At  the  end  of  the  1st  section,  add  "  And  if  any  commissioner  so  appointed  shall  fail  to  per- 

2  form  his  duty  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  die  auditor  forthwith  to 

3  communicate  the  fact  to  the  county  or  corporation  court,  and  thereafter  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such 

4  court  to  appoint  another  individual  as  commissioner." 

4.  — 4th  section,  3d  line,  after  die  word  "  Bedford,"  insert  "  Botetourt."  (Disagreed.) 

5.  — 4th  section,  4th  line,  after  the  word  "  Chesterfield,"  insert  the  word  "  Culpeper."  (Disa- 
2  greed.) 

6.  — Same  section,  12th  line,  strike  out  the  word  "  Botetourt."  (Disagreed.) 

7.  — Same  section,  13th  line,  strike  out  the  word  "  Culpeper."  (Disagreed.) 

8.  — Same  section,  16th  line,  after  the  word  "Jefferson,"  strike  out  "  Kanawha."  (Disagreed.) 

9.  — Same  section,  5th  line,  after  the  word  "  Franklin,"  insert  "  Frederick."  (Disagreed.) 

10.  — 6th  line,  before  the  word  "  Louisa,"  insert  the  word  "  Kanawha."  (Disagreed.) 

11.  — 7th  line,  after  the  word  "  Monroe,"  strike  out  the  word  "Nansemond."  (Disagreed.) 

12.  — 8th  line,  after  the  word  "  Rockbridge,"  insert "  Randolph."  (Disagreed.) 

13.  — 14th  line,  strike  Out  the  word  "Frederick."  (Disagreed.) 

14.  — 19th  line,  after  the  word  «  Nicholas,"  insert  the  word  "  Nansemond."  (Disagreed.) 
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15.  — 21st  line,  strike  out  "  Randolph."  (Disagreed.) 

16.  — 8th  section,  12th  line,  after  the  word  "  their,"  insert  the  word  "  heirs."   (Agreed  to.) 

17.  — 9lh  section,  1st  line,  strike  out  from  the  word  "shall,"  to  the  word  "and,"  in  the  8th  line, 

2  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert,  "  be  entitled  to  apply  for  and  receive  the  land  tax  book  or  list  of  his 

3  predecessor,  which  book  or  list  he  shall  keep  so  long  as  he  shall  continue  in  office."   (Agreed  to.) 

18.  — 15th  section,  5th  and  6th  lines,  after  the  word  "  information,"  insert  the  word  "  prescnt- 
2  ment."   (Agreed  to.) 

19.  — 19th  section,  4th  line,  strike  out  the  word  "  now."    (Agreed  to.) 

20.  — 20di  section,  15th  line,  strike  out  the  word  "  eleven,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert  the  word 
2  "  thirty-five." 

21.  — Same  section,  at  the  end  add,  "and  for  such  valuation  and  assessment  the  owner  of  the 
2  land  shall  pay  to  the  commissioner  one  dollar  for  each  parcel  of  land  so  valued  and  assessed." 

22.  — 2l8t  section,  at  the  end  add,  "  and  for  so  doing  the  owner  thereof  shall  pay  to  the  commis- 
2  sioner  one  dollar  in  each  case." 

23.  — 22nd  section,  at  the  end  add,  "  and  when  a  tract  of  land  lies  partly  in  one  county  and  pardy 

2  in  another,  and  the  whole  land  is  assessed  in  the  county  where  the  greater  part  lies,  and  the  owner 

3  thereof  shall  sell  and  convey  the  part  lying  in  the  county  where  the  land  is  not  assessed,  it  shall 

4  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue  of  the  latter  county  to  enter  the  same  upon  his 

5  land  book,  and  charge  the  tax  according  to  law,  and  to  certify  the  name  of  the  owner  thereof,  the 

6  quantity,  valuation  and  other  particulars  concerning  the  part  thus  cut  off  and  sold,  to  the  commis- 

7  sioner  of  the  county  where  the  whole  tract  is  assessed,  who  shall  strike  the  same  from  his  land 

8  book,  and  discharge  the  owner  from  so  much  of  die  assessed  value  of  the  tract" 

24.  — Strike  out  the  25th  section,  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert,  "  For  performing  such  duty  the  com- 

2  missioner  shall  have  the  right  to  demand  and  receive,  as  in  other  cases,  from  the  owner  or  ow- 

3  nere  of  each  particular  tract  or  lot  of  land,  as  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  one  dollar :  Provided,  That 

4  no  such  reassessment  shall  be  made  until  after  ten  days  notice  to  the  party  or  parties  interested 

5  of  the  time  at  which  such  reassessment  is  to  be  made :  And  provided  also,  That  whenever,  by 

6  the  said  reassessment,  die  relative  value  of  the  several  parcels  of  land  shall  not  be  changed,  the 

7  said  fee  shall  be  charged  to  and  paid  by  the  person  or  persons  calling  for  the  reassessment." 
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25.  — 32d  section,  after  "  July"  insert,  "  and  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June  thereafter." 

26.  — 35lh  section,  at  the  end  thereof  add,  "  And  for  such  valuation  or  revaluation  the  commis- 

2  sioner  shall  have  a  right  to  charge  and  collect,  as  in  other  cases,  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  such 

3  lands  the  sum  of  one  dollar." 

27.  — 37th  section,  at  the  end  thereof  add,  "  It  shall  hereafter  be  the  duty  of  the  several  county  and 

2  corporation  courts  within  the  commonwealth,  before  the  lists  of  insolvents  and  of  lands  returned  de- 

3  linquent  for  the  nonpayment  of  taxes  for  Uieir  respective  counties  by  the  sheriffs  are  allowed,  to 

4  call  before  them  the  commissioners  of  the  revenue  in  their  respective  counties  and  corporations, 

5  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  give  to  their  respective  courts  any  information  in  their  power  respecting 

6  insolvents,  and  lands  so  returned  delinquent,  whereupon  said  court  may  alter,  reform  or  allow  said 

7  lists  as  they  may  deem  proper." 

28.  — 44th  section,  2d  line,  strike  out  the  word  "  March,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert  the  word 
2  "  February." 

29.  — Same  section,  6th  line,  strike  out  the  word  "written."   (Agreed  to.) 

30.  — Same  section,  12th  line,  strike  out  the  word  M  February,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert  the 
2  word  "  January." 

31.  — Same  section,  at  die  end,  strike  out  the  word  '•  February,"  and  insert  the  word  "  January." 

32.  — 45th  section,  7th  line,  after  the  word  "  debt,"  insert  the  word  "  presentment."   (Agreed  to.) 

33.  — At  the  end  of  the  45th  section  add,  "  And  if  the  commissioner  shall  so  fail  in  any  respect, 

2  it  shall  be  lawful,  and  also  the  duty  of  the  person  affected  thereby,  to  render  before  the  commis- 

3  sioner  or  clerk  of  the  county,  upon  oath,  a  list  of  his  taxable  property  at  any  time  on  or  before 

4  the  first  day  of  May  succeeding  the  year  in  which  he  ought  to  have  been  called  upon  by  the 

5  commissioner.    And  if  such  list  shall  be  so  given  in,  but  too  late  to  be  placed  upon  the  said  lists 

6  for  the  current  year,  it  shall  be  lawful,  and  it  is  hereby  made  his  duty,  for  the  clerk  of  the  county 

7  to  receive  the  tax  assessed  and  due  thereon,  and  grant  receipts  therefor.   And  it  shall  be  the 

8  duty  of  the  clerk  to  pay  all  such  receipts  into  the  treasury  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  May  of 

9  each  year." 
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34.  — 46th  section,  9th  line,  after  the  word  "  sheriff,"  insert  the  words  "  or  collector."   (Agreed  to.) 

35.  — 47th  section,  9th  line,  after  the  word  "  sheriff,"  insert  the  words  "  or  sergeant"  (Agreed  to.) 

36.  — 53rd  section,  at  the  end  add,  "  And  such  wholesale  or  retail  vender  of  merchandize  failing- 

2  or  refusing  to  render  an  account  on  oath  of  the  value  of  such  stock,  shall  be  dealt  with  in  the  same 

3  manner,  and  be  liable  to  the  same  penalties,  as  are  herein  imposed  upon  other  persons  in  regard  to 

4  other  property  or  subjects  of  taxation.    And  the  said  commissioners,  before  granting  any  vender 

5  of  merchandize  a  license  to  sell  the  same,  shall  require  of  him  evidence  that  he  or  she  has  fully 

6  paid  all  taxes  imposed  upon  him  or  her  by  the  legislature  for  the  preceding  year :  Provided,  That 

7  this  act  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  apply  to  the  past  or  any  preceding  year,  and  that  all  mer- 

8  chants  in  stating  die  amount  of  his,  her  or  their  goods  on  hand  on  the  first  day  of  February  of  the 

9  present  year,  shall  state  the  amount  according  to  his,  her  or  their  best  judgment." 

37— 59th  section,  9th  line,  after  the  word  "  sheriff,"  insert  the  words  "  or  collector."   (Agreed  to.) 

38.  — 61st  section,  1st  line,  after  the  word  "  counties,"  insert  the  word  "  towns."    (Agreed  to.) 

39.  — 64th  section,  3d  line,  after  the  word  "  services,"  insert  the  words  "  upon  oath."   (Agreed  to) 

40.  — Same  section,  7th  line,  after  the  word  "  accounts,"  insert  "  together  with  a  copy  of  the  ac- 
2  count  of  the  commissioner,  and  his  affidavit  thereto." 

41.  — 64th section,  18th line,  strike  out  the  word  "Frederick." 

42 —  Same  section,  19di  line,  strike  out  the  words  "  Pendleton,  Princess  Anne." 

43—  Same  section,  20th  line,  strike  out  the  word  "  Stafford." 

44.  — Same  section,  25th  line,  after  the  word  "  Patrick,"  insert  the  words  "  Scott,  Smyth,  Taze- 
2  well,  Randolph." 

45.  — Same  section,  27th  line,  before  the  word  "  Hampshire,"  insert  the  words  "  Frederick,  Pres- 

2  ton,  Kanawha,  Alleghany,  Braxton,  Fayette,  Floyd,  Jackson,  Morgan,  Mercer,  Preston,  Nicholas, 

3  Pocahontas,  Giles." 

46.  — Same  line,  strike  out  "  county  "  and  insert  "  counties."   (Agreed  to.) 

47.  — Same  section,  same  line,  after  the  word  "  county,"  insert  the  words  "  and  of  the  towns  of 
2  Fredericksburg  and  Winchester." 

48.  — 28th  line,  before  the  word  "  Monroe,"  insert  "  Botetourt,  Nansemond." 
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49.— Same  section,  29th  line,  after  the  word  "  counties,"  insert  the  words  "  and  that  not  more 

2  than  seventy-flve  dollars  shall  be  allowed  to  the  commissioners  of  Staunton  and  Williamsburg." 
50 —Same  section,  28th  line,  strike  out  the  words  "  Scott,  Smyth  and  Tazewell,"  and  in  lieu 

2  thereof  insert  "  and  Warwick." 

51.  — Strike  out  tbe  66th  section. 

52.  — Strike  out  the  67th  section. 

53.  — 76th  section,  at  the  end,  add  "  provided,  however,  diat  this  section  shall  not  be  construed 
2  so  as  to  apply  to  the  tax  imposed  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine." 

54.  — 81st  section,  1st  line,  after  the  word  "  sheriff,"  insert  the  words  "  or  collector."    (Agreed  to.) 

55.  — 87th  section,  2d  line,  after  the  word  "  county,"  insert  the  words  "  or  sergeant  in  any  town, 
2  where  that  officer  is  authorized  to  collect."   (Agreed  to.) 

56.  — 92d  section,  1st  line,  after  the  word  "  county,"  insert  the  words  "  or  corporation."  (Agreed  to.) 

57.  — Same  section,  4th  line,  after  the  word  "  county,"  insert  the  words  "  or  town."    (Agreed  to.) 

58.  — 101st  section,  24th  line,  after  the  word  "  county,"  insert  the  words  "  or  corporation,  if  such 
2  corporation  constitutes  a  commissioner's  district."   (Agreed  to.) 

59.  — 109th  section,  after  the  word  "  number,"  insert  "  and  compensation."   (Agreed  to.) 

60.  — 109th  section,  at  the  end,  add  "  This  act  shall  be  construed  as  a  remedial  and  not  as  a  penal 
2  statute." 

61.  Before  the  commencing  clause  insert  the  following  section  : 

"Beit  further  enacted,  That  the  justices  of  the  several  cities,  counties,  towns  and  boroughs  of 

2  this  commonwealth,  shall,  at  their  respective  courts  at  which  the  county  levy  is  now  prescribed 

3  by  law  to  be  made,  proceed  to  levy  and  assess  the  same,  upon  all  the  subjects  of  taxation  upon 

4  which  the  public  revenue  is  assessed,  together  with  all  persons  subject  to  county  levy  under  ex- 

5  isting  laws,  and  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  coming  within  the  purview  of  this  act,  shall  be  and  the 

6  same  are  hereby  repealed." 

2 
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[BILL  No.  21.] 

i 

A  BILL 

Concerning  Western  Land  Titles. 

t  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  the  twentieth  section  of  the  act  passed  the  fif- 

2  teenth  day  of  March  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  entided,  "  an  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled, 

3  1  an  act  to  amend  and  explain  the  laws  concerning  western  land  tides,  and  for  other  purposes,' " 

4  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed ;  and  the  oath  thereby  required  to  be  taken  by  the  sur- 

5  veyor  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  required  to  be  taken  before  some  justice  of  the  peace  by 

6  every  person  who  shall  make  an  entry  of  waste  and  unappropriated  lands;  and  the  taking  of  such 

7  oath  falsely  shall  be  perjury;  and  no  patent  shall  be  issued  to  any  person  who  shall  not  file  with 

8  the  register  of  the  land  office  a  proper  certificate  of  the  affidavit  aforesaid. 

2.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
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AMENDMENT 

Proposed  by  the  Committee  for  Courts  of  Justice  to  the  "BUI  concerning  Western  Land  Titles"  to 

whom  the  same  was  committed. 


Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  repealed,"  in  the  fourth  line,  to  the  end  of  the  section,  and  insert 
2  the  following : 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  hereafter  no  warrant  for  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  shall 

2  issue  from  the  land  office  unless  the  party  applying  for  the  same  shall  have  paid  into  the  treasury 

3  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  law  for  every  acre  of  land  mentioned  in  the  warrant,  lying  on  the  west 

4  side  of  die  Alleghany  mountains,  twelve  and  a  half  cents,  and  for  every  acre  lying  on  the  east 

5  side  thereof  one  dollar ;  and  it  shall  be  stated  in  every  warrant  in  which  of  the  said  divisions  the 

6  land  of  which  it  audiorizes  the  location  shall  lie :  Provided,  That  whenever  a  patent  shall  have 

7  issued  for  the  land  contained  therein,  if  the  same  shall  be  legally  assessed  to  less  than  the  said 

8  sum  per  acre,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  and  he  is  hereby  required  to 

9  issue  his  warrant  on  the  treasury  in  favour  of  the  patentee  or  his  assigns  for  the  difference  be- 

10  tween  the  said  price  and  the  assessed  value,  and  the  same  shall  be  paid  accordingly :  And  provided 

11  also,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent  any  person  from  obtaining  exchange  warrants 

12  in  the  manner  now  authorized  by  law." 
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A  BILL 

Directing  the  Treasurer  of  the  Commomcealth  to  give  the  State's  guarantee  to  a  certain  loan  authorized 
to  be  negotiated  by  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  Rail-road  Company. 


1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Richmond, 

2  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  rail-road  company  be,  and  are  hereby  authorized,  by  and  with  the 

3  advice  and  consent  of  two  thirds  of  the  votes  which  can  legally  be  given  in  general  meeting  of 

4  stockholders,  held  after  ten  days  notice,  to  issue  bonds  or  certificates  of  debt  at  a  rate  of  interest 

5  not  exceeding  six  per  cent  per  annum,  to  be  negotiated  in  Europe  or  America,  for  such  sum  or 

6  sums  not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars,  as  they  may  deem  necessary  to  ena- 

7  ble  them  speedily  to  complete  their  rail-road  to  the  Potomac  river.   The  said  bonds  or  certificates 

8  shall  be  made  payable  at  the  expiration  of  twenty-five  years,  but  may,  if  deemed  expedient,  be 

9  made  redeemable  by  the  company  at  pleasure  after  the  expiration  of  ten  years,  upon  six  months 
10  notice. 

2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  each  bond  or  certificate  shall  distinctly  set  forth  the  amount  of 

2  indebtedness  incurred  by  it,  the  rate  of  interest  to  be  paid,  with  the  time  and  place  of  payment, 

3  and  terms  of  redemption  of  the  principal  sum.   If  the  bonds  or  certificates  shall  be  in  conformity 

4  with  the  above  provisions,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth  to  underwrite 

5  the  guarantee  of  the  state  to  the  effect  following :    "  I,  A.  B.,  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth  of 

6  Virginia,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  the  general  assembly,  passed  on  the         day  of 

7  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty,  do  hereby  pledge  the  faith  of  the  state  for 

8  the  punctual  payment  of  the  interest,  and  the  redemption  of  the  principal  sum  of  money  appearing 

9  due  by  the  above  bond  or  certificate,  according  to  the  terms  therein  expressed.    In  testimony 

10  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  caused  the  seal  of  office  to  be  annexed.    Done  at 
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11  Richmond,  Virginia,  this  day  of  in  the  year  :"  Provided,  That 

12  before  the  aforesaid  guarantee  shall  be  given  by  said  treasurer,  the  stockholders  in  general  meet- 

13  ing  shall  direct  their  president  and  directors  to  pledge  the  profits  upon  the  stock  of  said  company, 

14  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  to  the  punctual  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  on 

15  die  bonds  or  certificates  of  debt  issued  under  authority  of  this  act,  as  said  principal  and  interest 

16  falls  due,  in  such  form  as  may  be  approved  by  said  treasurer. 

3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  should  the  said  bonds  or  certificates,  or  any  portion  of  the  same, 

2  be  found  after  having  received  the  guarantee  of  the  state  to  be  less  available  in  the  form  in  which 

3  they  have  been  issued  than  they  would  be  in  some  other,  it  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  president 

4  and  directors  to  cancel  the  said  bonds  or  certificates,  and  to  issue  others  in  their  places ;  and  it 

6  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth  on  receiving  the  cancelled  bonds  or  certi- 

7  ficates  to  underwrite  the  guarantee  of  the  state  as  above  prescribed  on  such  other  bonds  or  certifi- 

8  cates  as  may  have  been  issued  in  lieu  of  those  cancelled. 

4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  said  company  accept  the  provisions  of  this  act  it  shall  be 

2  on  the  condition  that  the  legislature  have  the  right  to  tax  the  stock  of  said  company,  but  no  tax 

3  shall  at  any  time  be  imposed  on  die  stock  of  said  company  exceeding  on  each  share  of  capital 

4  slock  in  the  same  the  sum  that  at  the  time  of  laying  said  tax  shall  be  imposed  on  each  hundred 

5  dollars  worth  of  land  in  this  commonwealth,  according  to  the  ad  valorem  taxation  of  lands :  And 

6  provided,  Nothing  herein  contained  shall  at  any  time  exempt  the  lands,  houses,  slaves  and  horses 

7  of  said  company  from  the  same  taxation  with  that  imposed  on  similar  property  held  by  individuals; 

8  but  should  the  legislature  ever  hereafter  levy  a  tax  on  the  stock  of  said  company,  then  and  in  that 

9  case  the  value  of  the  lands,  houses,  horses,  and  such  slaves  as  actually  belong  to  the  company  by  pur- 

10  chase  out  of  the  actual  stock  of  the  company  shall  be  deducted  from  the  value  of  the  stock  of  the 

1 1  company,  and  the  tax  on  the  stock  shall  only  apply  to  the  remainder  of  such  stock  after  the  value 

12  of  the  aforesaid  property  shall  have  been  so  deducted :  And  provided  further,  That  the  company 

13  shall  be  subject  to  the  thirty-sixdi  section  of  an  act  prescribing  certain  general  regulations  for  the 

14  incorporation  of  rail-road  companies,  passed  March  eleventh,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

15  thirty-seven ;  but  the  said  company  shall  not  be  required  under  the  said  secdon  to  accept  a  less 
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16  rate  of  compensation  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  between  Richmond  and  Washington  than 

17  the  highest  rate  paid  at  the  time  by  the  post  office  department,  or  contracted  to  be  paid  on  other 

18  portions  of  the  great  northern  and  southern  line  of  rail-road  between  New  York  and  New  Or- 

19  leans. 

5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  said  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  rail-road  com- 

2  pany  accept  the  provisions  of  this  act,  they  shall  permit  the  Falmouth  and  Alexandria  rail-road 

3  company  to  connect  with  their  rail-road  at  any  point  between  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  river ; 

4  and  if  a  rail-road  shall  be  authorized  to  be  made  from  Warrenton  to  Fredericksburg,  or  that  neigh- 

5  bourhood,  they  shall  permit  a  like  connection. 

6.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  its  passage. 
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A  BILL 

Concerning  the  Jurisdiction  of  Circuit  Superior  Courts. 


1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  the  circuit  superior  courts  of  law  and  chancery  of 

2  this  commonwealth  shall  have  and  exercise  appellate  jurisdiction  in  all  actions  or  suits  at  law  what- 

3  soever  originating  in  the  county  or  corporation  courts,  where  the  debt  or  damages  or  other  thing 

4  recovered  or  claimed  in  such  action  or  suit,  exclusive  of  die  costs,  shall  exceed  die  value  or  amount 

5  of  twenty  dollars,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  any  suit  at  law  shall  have  been  or  shall  hereafter 

2  be  pending  in  a  county  or  corporation  court,  and  shall  have  been  ready  for  trial  for  the  space  of 

3  two  quarterly  terms,  without  a  trial  thereof  having  been  had,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  either  party  in 

4  such  suit  to  obtain  by  motion  without  notice  an  order  of  such  court  directing  that  the  suit  shall  be 

5  removed  to  the  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery  of  die  same  county  or  corporation  for 

6  trial ;  and  the  said  inferior  courts  are  hereby  required  to  make  such  order  upon  the  motion  of  any 

7  party  as  aforesaid  for  the  removal  of  the  suit. 

3.  And  be  it  further  cnucted.  That  whensoever  any  suit  or  action  shall  be  so  ordered  to  be  re- 

2  moved,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  the  inferior  court  to  deliver  to  the  clerk  of  the  circuit 

3  superior  court  to  which  the  some  has  been  ordered,  all  the  original  papers  belonging  to  such  suit, 

4  together  with  a  statement  of  all  the  costs  incurred  by  each  party,  and  copies  of  all  orders  which 

5  may  have  been  made  therein,  both  at  rules  and  in  court,  for  which  the  clerk  receiving  the  same 

6  shall  give  a  receipt  if  required.    And  thereupon  the  suit  shall  be  placed  on  the  docket  of  the  cir- 

7  cuit  superior  court  and  shall  stand  in  the  same  plight  and  condition  as  it  stood  in  the  inferior  court. 

8  And  the  circuit  superior  court  shall  have  the  same  jurisdiction  thereof  and  shall  proceed  therein 

9  in  all  respects  as  if  the  suit  had  been  originally  instituted  in  the  circuit  superior  court,  any  thing  in 
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10  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding-.    And  no  objection  shall  be  taken  to  the  jurisdiction  of 

11  such  court  although  it  might  not  have  had  original  jurisdiction  thereof,  provided  that  the  matter  in 

12  controversy  be  of  sufficient  amount  or  value  to  give  jurisdiction  to  a  county  court. 

4.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
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A  BILL 

Prescribing  the  punishment  for  Poisoning  or  Attempting  to  Poison. 


1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  if  any  free  person  or  persons  shall  wilfully,  ma- 

2  liciously  and  unlawfully  administer,  or  cause  to  be  administered,  or  taken  any  deadly  poison  or 

3  other  noxious  and  destructive  substance,  or  thing,  with  intent  thereby  to  murder,  every  such  per- 

4  son  or  persons  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  on  being  thereof  lawfully  convicted,  shall  be 

5  punished  by  confinement  in  the  public  jail  and  penitentiary  for  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than 

6  ten  years.    And  if  the  person  or  persons  so  offending  shall  be  a  slave  or  slaves,  he,  she  or  they 

7  shall  be  adjudged  a  felon,  and  shall  suffer  death  without  the  benefit  of  clergy :  Provided,  That 

8  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  change  the  punishment  of  the  crime  of  murder 

9  perpetrated  by  poison. 

2.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
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A  BILL 


1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  the  third  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  pro- 

2  viding  for  special  courts  of  appeals,"  passed  March  15,  1832,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  re- 

3  pealed.  ^ 

2.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
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A  BILL 

To  provide  for  a  Revision  of  the  Laws. 

1  t 

1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  the  gentlemen  hereafter  appointed  be  a  committee 

2  of  revisors,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  First,  to  report  what  laws  which  are  of  a  general  concern, 

3  other  than  penal  laws,  should  remain  in  force  at  the  close  of  the  next  session  of  the  general  as- 

4  8embly.    Secondly,  to  prepare  bills  upon  the  subject  of  such  laws,  as  from  their  multiplicity 

5  ought  to  be  reduced  into  single  acts.    Thirdly,  to  report  what  laws,  or  parts  of  laws,  are  either 

6  unfit  to  be  continued  in  force,  or  unnecessary  to  be  published  in  any  code  of  laws.   Fourthly,  to 

7  note,  in  due  order  of  time,  and  report  the  tides  of  all  laws  which  it  may  be  proper  to  omit  in  a 

8  general  compilation  of  the  laws :  And  fifthly,  to  make  such  notes  of  reference  and  explanation  as 

9  they  may  deem  necessary  to  a  clear  understanding  of  the  laws. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  die  sum  of  dollars  shall  be 

2  paid  to  and  divided  among  the  said  revisors,  or  such  of  diem  as  shall  carry  into  effect  the  provi- 

3  sions  of  this  act,  and  they  shall  make  report  of  their  proceedings  to  the  next  general  assembly. 

4  And  the  execuUve  are  hereby  authorized  to  have  copies  of  the  said  report  printed 

5  for  the  use  of  the  general  assembly  before  the  commencement  of  its  next  session. 

3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That 

2  Bhall  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  committee  of  revisors  for  the  purposes  before  raendoned ; 

3  and  in  case  of  the  death  or  non-acceptance  of  either  of  them  the  execudvc  shall  be  and  are  hereby 

4  empowered  to  fill  the  vacancy  or  vacancies. 

4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  revisors  shall  be  empowered  to  appoint  a  clerk,  and 

2  the  execuUve  shall  make  such  allowance  to  him  for  his  services  as  may  be  deemed  adequate  and 

3  propen 

5.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
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A  BILL 

Requiring  certain  duties  therein  mentioned  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  and  General  Court. 

1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  court  of  appeals  and 

2  general  court,  to  report  to  the  legislature  at  the  commencement  of  their  annual  session,  all  novel 

3  questions  of  law  or  equity,  involving  any  principle  of  general  interest  or  importance,  which  may 

4  have  been  decided  by  them  during  the  preceding  year,  together  with  a  note  of  any  important 

5  omissions  or  imperfections  in  our  code,  by  which,  in  their  opinion,  the  speedy  and  impartial  ad- 

6  ministration  of  justice  may  probably  be  obstructed. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  such  reports  of  the  said  courts,  shall  be  printed,  bound 
2  and  distributed  with  the  acts  of  each  session  of  the  general  assembly. 

3.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the 
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A  BILL 

Concerning  the  County  and  Corporation  Courts. 

1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  gentral  assembly,  That  hereafter  only  two  terms  in  every  year  of  the 

2  several  county  and  corporation  courts  of  this  commonwealth  shall  have  the  authority  and  jurisdio 

3  tion  now  possessed  and  exercised  by  the  quarterly  terms  of  those  courts ;  and  the  remaining  ten 

4  terms  shall  have  and  exercise  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  of  die  monthly  terms.    The  said  two 

5  terms  shall  be  styled  courts  of  General  Sessions,  and  shall  be  held  on  the  days  which  now  are  or 

6  may  hereafter  be  prescribed  by  law  in  the  months  of  June  and  November :  Provided  however,  That 

7  the  justices  of  every  court,  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  in  the  county  or  corporation  being: 

8  present,  may  at  their  next  June  or  July  terms  respectively,  order  and  appoint  the  said  terms  of 

9  general  sessions  to  be  held  in  any  other  month  or  months.   A  copy  of  every  order  so  made  shall 

10  be  transmitted  to  the  governor,  who  shall  thereupon  issue  his  proclamation  making  it  known  that 

1 1  the  courts  of  general  sessions  of  each  county  and  corporation  are  thereafter  to  be  held  in  the 

12  several  months  appointed  in  the  said  orders  respectively,  instead  of  the  months  herein  before  men- 

13  tioned.    And  from  and  after  the  date  of  the  said  proclamation,  the  said  courts  of  general  sessions 

14  shall  be  held  in  the  months  so  ordered  and  appointed,  in  the  same  manner,  and  shall  have  the  same 

15  powers,  authority  and  jurisdiction  in  all  respects,  as  if  the  same  had  been  so  appointed  by  this  act. 

16  And  thereafter  no  change  of  the  time  of  holding  the  said  courts  shall  be  made  except  by  act  of  the 

17  legislature. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  writs  of  capias  ad  respondendum  or  other  process  to  an- 

2  swer  any  action  may  be  made  returnable  to  any  monthly  term  of  the  county  or  corporation  courts 

3  or  to  a  term  of  general  sessions;  and  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  in  suits  so  instituted,  as 

4  are  now  had  in  suits  in  which  the  process  or  writs  are  made  returnable  to  the  quarterly  courts. 

3.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  May  next. 
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A  BILL 

Concerning  Witnesses  in  Civil  Cases. 


1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  party  in  any  civil  action 

2  now  depending  or  hereafter  to  be  instituted  in  the  courts  of  this  commonwealth,  to  take  the  depo- 

3  sition  of  any  witness  or  witnesses  who  may  reside  within  the  state  and  more  than  fifty  miles  from 

4  the  place  where  the  suit  is  to  be  tried,  upon  giving  reasonable  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  ta- 

5  king  such  deposition  to  the  adverse  party,  and  where  he  resides  without  the  state,  to  his  agent  or 

6  attorney  within  the  same,  or  in  the  manner  now  prescribed  by  law,  stating  in  the  notice  so  given 

7  as  aforesaid,  the  general  nature  of  die  fact  or  facts  which  are  expected  to  be  proved  by  such  wit- 

8  ness  or  witnesses.   And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  in  which  the  said  suit  may 

9  be  depending,  at  any  dme  after  the  expiration  of  ten  days  from  the  date  of  the  last  service  of  such 

10  notice  as  aforesaid,  upon  proper  affidavit  made  before  him  or  any  justice  of  the  peace,  that  the 

11  evidence  of  such  witness  or  witnesses  is  material  in  the  cause,  and  cannot  be  supplied  effectually 

12  by  any  witness  known  to  the  party  and  residing  within  the  distance  aforesaid,  to  issue  a  commission 

13  directed  to  any  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  county  or  corporation  where  the  deposition  is  proposed 

14  to  be  taken,  and  to  append  to  such  commission  a  copy  of  any  interrogatories  which  may  be  filed 

15  in  his  office  by  the  adverse  party  or  his  attorney,  to  be  propounded  to  such  witness  or  witnesses, 

16  with  a  direction  to  the  justice  named  in  the  commission  to  propound  the  same ;  and  every  deposi- 

17  tion  which  shall  be  taken  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  competent  testimony  for 

18  either  parly,  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  depositions  taken  without  the  state, 

19  unless  the  opposite  party  before  impannelling  a  jury  shall  make  it  appear  to  the  court  that  there 

20  is  good  reason  to  require  the  personal  presence  of  the  witness,  and  that  it  may  be  procured  by  due 

21  diligence,  or  that  there  is  other  legal  objection  to  the  deposition:  Provided  hoxecver,  That  nothing 
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22  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the  adverse  party  also  from  taking  the  depo- 

23  sition  of  such  witness  or  witnesses  thereafter  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  this  act,  or  from  com- 

24  pelling  his  or  their  personal  attendance  in  the  manner  and  upon  the  terms  now  provided  for  by 

25  law. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  actions  at  law  in  which  depositions  may  have  been  taken 

2  upon  notice  in  any  of  the  modes  prescribed  by  law,  no  exception  shall  be  allowed  to  such  depoo- 

3  tion  for  any  defect  or  informality  in  the  same,  or  to  the  commission  or  notice,  unless  such  exception 

4  be  made  in  court  before  impannelling  the  jury ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court  previously 

5  thereto  to  decide  on  all  such  objections,  and  also  upon  the  competency  of  any  testimony  contained 

6  in  such  or  any  other  deposition,  either  before  or  after  impannelling  of  the  jury,  upon  the  request 

7  of  either  party. 

3.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  passing  thereof. 
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A  BILL 

Concerning  Levies  for  the  Building  of  Bridges  and  Causeways. 

1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  it  shall  not  hereafter  be  lawful  for  any  county 

2  court  to  levy  any  charge  in  their  county  or  road  levy  in  the  cases  authorized  by  the  tenth  section 

3  of  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  to  provide  for  the  opening  and  repair  of  the  public  roads  in  this  com- 

4  monwealth,"  passed  third  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five,  where  the  amount  levied  shall 

5  be  two  hundred  dollars  or  over  that  sum,  unless  die  acting  jusUces  of  the  county  shall  have  been 

6  previously  summoned  for  that  purpose,  and  a  majority  thereof  be  actually  present,  any  thing  in  the 

7  said  section  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

2.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
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A  BILL 

* 

Concerning  Executions  and  New  Trials  in  cases  upon  Warrants. 


m 

1.  Beit  enacted  by  the.  general  assembly,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  justices  of  the  peace,  when- 

2  ever  any  execution  issued  upon  a  judgment  on  a  warrant  shall  be  returned  no  effects,  or  shall 

3  have  any  other  legal  return  shewing  that  the  same  has  not  been  satisfied,  to  issue  another  execu- 

4  tion  upon  such  judgment  at  any  time  within  one  year  after  the  date  of  the  judgment  and  not  after- 

5  wards.    And  if  any  question  about  the  legality  of  such  execution  shall  arise,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 

6  the  court  of  the  county  or  corporation  in  which  the  judgment  may  have  been  obtained  to  hear  and 

7  decide  any  motion  to  quash  the  said  execution,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  had  issued  from  the 

8  clerk's  office  thereof,  provided  ten  days  notice  has  been  previously  given  to  the  adverse  party. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted  and  declared,  That  no  new  trial  of  any  case  arising  upon  a  warrant, 

2  shall  be  granted  by  any  justice  of  the  peace,  except  by  him  who  rendered  the  judgment,  unless 

3  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  or  removal  of  such  justice,  in  which  event  any  other  magistrate 

4  may  grant  the  same ;  nor  in  any  case  after  the  expiration  of  thirty  days  from  the  date  thereof;  nor 

5  unless  the  opposite  party  shall  have  had  five  days  previous  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  ap- 

6  plication  for  such  new  trial. 

3.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  its  passage. 
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[Bill  No.  49.] 

* 

A  SUBSTITUTE 

For  the  Bill  concerning  Executions  and  New  Trials  in  cases  of  Warrants. 

1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  no  new  trial  of  any  case  arising  upon  a  wanan 

2  for  the  recovery  of  money  or  other  thing,  shall  be  granted  by  any  justice  of  the  peace,  except  by 

3  him  who  rendered  the  judgment,  unless  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  or  removal  of  such  jus- 

4  tice ;  nor  in  any  case  after  the  expiration  of  thirty  days  from  the  date  of  said  judgment ;  nor  unless 

5  the  opposite  party  shall  have  had  at  least  three  days  previous  notice  in  writing  of  the  time  and  place 

6  of  application  for  such  new  trial. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  question  shall  arise  about  the  legality  of  any  new  trial 

2  granted  of  any  such  case,  or  of  any  execution  issued  by  any  justice  of  the  peace,  it  shall  be 

3  lawful  for  the  court  of  die  county  or  corporation  in  which  the  said  new  trial  shall  have  been 

4  granted,  or  execution  issued,  upon  ten  days  notice  in  writing  to  the  opposite  party  to  hear  and  de- 

5  termine  a  motion  to  reverse  or  quash  the  same,  in  like  manner  as  all  other  motions  are  now  heard 

6  and  determined  by  the  said  court :  Provided,  That  nothing  in  diis  act  contained  shall  be  construed 

7  to  empower  any  court  to  control  the  discretion  of  any  justice  of  die  peace  in  granting  a  new  trial 

8  of  any  case  where  he  shall  have  lawful  authority  to  do  so. 

3.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
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A  BILL 

i 

Concerning  Executions  and  New  Trials  in  Cases  upon  Warrants. 

1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  justices  of  the  peace  when- 

2  ever  any  execution  issued  upon  a  judgment  on  a  warrant  shall  be  returned  no  effects,  or  shall  have 

3  any  other  legal  return  shewing  that  the  same  has  not  been  satisfied,  to  issue  another  execution 

4  upon  such  judgment  at  any  time  within  one  year  after  the  date  of  the  judgment  and  not  after- 

5  wards ;  and  if  any  question  about  the  legality  of  such  execution  shall  arise,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 

6  the  court  of  the  county  or  corporation  in  which  the  judgment  may  have  been  obtained  to  hear  and 

7  decide  any  motion  to  quash  the  said  execution,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  had  issued  from  the 

8  clerk's  office  thereof. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted  and  declared,  That  no  new  trial  of  any  case  arising  upon  a  warrant 

2  shall  be  granted  by  any  justice  of  the  peace,  except  by  him  who  rendered  the  judgment,  nor  after 

3  the  expiration  of  thirty  days  from  the  date  thereof,  nor  unless  the  opposite  party  shall  have  had 

4  three  days  notice  of  the  application  for  such  new  trial. 

3.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  its  passage. 
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[BILL  No.  51] 

A  BILL 

lb  change  the  time  of  holding  the  General  Elections  in  this  Commonwealth. 

1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  the  general  election  of  delegates  for  the  several 

* 

2  counties,  cities,  towns  and  boroughs  and  election  districts  entitled  to  representation,  and  the  elec- 

3  tion  of  the  eight  senators  for  one  of  the  four  classes  of  senatorial  districts  in  the  room  of  those 

4  who  will  hereafter  be  annually  displaced,  shall  be  held  in  the  several  counties,  cities,  towns  and 

5  boroughs  on  the  respective  court  days  in  the  month  of  April  of  every  year ;  and  the  regular  ge- 

6  neral  election  of  representatives  of  this  state  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States  shall  also  be 

7  held  on  the  respective  court  days  in  April  of  each  year  in  which  by  law  they  are  now  directed  to 

8  be  hold. 

2.  All  special  elections  shall  be  held  as  was  prescribed  by  law  before  the  passage  of  the  "  act 

2  to  change  the  time  of  holding  elections  for  members  of  the  general  assembly  and  of  congress," 

3  passed  thirteenth  March  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

3.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passage  thereof. 
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[BILL  No.  52.] 

A  BILL 

To  amend  an  Act  entitled  "An  Act  concerning  General  Elections  in  this  Commonwealth:' 

1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  in  addition  to  the  superintendents  required  by  the 

2  forty-sixth  section  of  the  "  act  concerning  general  elections,"  passed  second  April  eighteen  hundred 

3  and  thirty-one,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  court  of  each  county,  whether  a  separate  poll  or  polls 

» 

4  are  authorized  to  be  held  therein  or  not,  to  appoint  five  discreet  and  intelligent  freeholders,  resi- 

5  dents  of  said  county,  who,  or  any  two  or  more  of  whom  may  act,  to  superintend  the  election  at  the 

6  courthouse  of  such  county ;  and  the  person  so  appointed  shall  take  the  same  oath  and  perform  the 

7  same  duties  which  are  prescribed  in  the  said  act.    And  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  in  case 

8  of  the  death,  removal,  resignation  or  refusal  to  act,  as  are  therein  prescribed. 

2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  officer  or  officers  whose  duty  it  now  is  to  certify  returns  of 

2  senators  and  delegates  elected  to  serve  in  the  general  assembly,  shall  hereafter  in  lieu  of  the  duty 

3  required  of  them  by  the  twenty-seventh  section  of  the  "  act  concerning  general  elections  in  this 

4  commonwealth,"  within  days  after  the  election  of  any  such  senator  or  delegate  shall  have 

5  been  ascertained  in  the  mode  provided  in  the  said  act,  make  out  two  returns  or  certificates  in  the 

6  form  prescribed  by  law  of  such  election,  one  whereof,  duly  sealed  up  and  directed,  he  shall  imme- 

7  diately  transmit  by  mail  to  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  to  be  filed  away  and  kept  in  his 

8  office,  subject  only  to  be  delivered  if  demanded  to  the  person  named  therein,  and  the  other  the 

9  said  returning  officer  or  officers  shall  deliver  to  the  senator  or  delegate  elect ;  and  from  the  returns 

10  so  transmitted  to  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  or  those  delivered  to  members,  the  clerks  of 

11  the  senate  and  of  the  house  of  delegates  shall  make  out  their  respective  lists  of  senators  and  dele- 

12  gates;  and  fur  failure  to  perform  any  duty  herein  required  of  them,  the  said  returning  officer  or 

13  officers  shall  be  subject  to  the  penalties  imposed  by  the  fifty-seventh  section  of  die  above  recited 

14  act. 

3.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  passing  thereof. 
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A  BILL 

Providing  for  the  arrest  and  detention  of  Fugitives  from  Justice  from  other  States. 


1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  if  any  person  shall  be  charged  before  any  justice 

2  of  the  peace  in  this  commonwealth  with  any  treason,  felony  or  oilier  crime  committed  in  any  other 

3  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  district  or  territory  thereof,  and  such  charge  shall  be  verified  by 

4  credible  affidavit,  by  the  copy  of  an  indictment  found  in  such  state,  district  or  territory,  or  by  other 

5  satisfactory  evidence  on  oadi,  it  shall  be  die  duty  of  such  justice  of  the  peace  if  he  have  probable 

6  cause  to  believe  that  such  person  hath  committed  the  offence  wherewith  he  is  charged,  and  that 

7  he  ought  to  be  tried  therefor  in  such  other  state,  district  or  territory,  to  cause  such  person  forth- 

8  with  to  be  committed  to  the  jail  of  his  county  or  corporation,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  jailor 

9  to  whose  custody  such  person  may  be  committed  to  transmit  forthwith  a  notice  of  the  proceedings 
10  to  the  executive  or  other  proper  authority  of  such  state,  district  or  territory. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  unless  the  governor  of  Virginia  shall  within  three  months 

2  after  the  commitment  aforesaid,  order  the  said  fugitive  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  agent  of  the  cxe- 

3  cutive  or  other  proper  authority  of  the  state,  district  or  territory  within  whose  jurisdiction  the  of- 

4  fence  is  charged  to  have  been  committed,  it  shall  be  die  duty  of  said  jailor  to  discharge  said  pri- 

5  soner  from  custody. 

3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  judge  of  the  general  court 

2  or  for  any  county  or  corporadon  court  in  whose  jail  the  prisoner  may  be  confined,  at  any  time 

3  pending  the  confinement  of  said  prisoner,  for  good  cause  appearing,  to  order  said  prisoner  to  be 

4  discharged  from  custody. 

4.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  die  passing  thereof. 
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A  BILL 

Concerning  the  Publication  of  Deeds, 

1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  clerks  of  the 

2  county  and  corporation  courts  of  this  commonwealth  in  the  list  of  deeds  required  to  be  set  up  at 

3  the  principal  door  of  their  respective  courthouses,  to  include  all  deeds  admitted  to  record  during  the 

4  terms  of  their  courts ;  and  any  clerk  failing  to  perform  such  duty  shall  be  liable  to  the  forfeitures 

5  and  penalties  declared  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  act,  entiUed  "  an  act  to  reduce  into  one  the  se- 

6  veral  acts  for  regulating  conveyances,  and  concerning  wrongful  alienations,"  recoverable  and  ap- 

7  propriated  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  said  section. 

2.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  June  next. 
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[BILL  No.  77.] 

A  BILL 

To  establish  a  Board  of  Agriculture. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  the  general  assembly  that  the  agricultural  community  have 

2  various  interests  requiring  the  fostering  care  of  the  state,  which  should  be  extended  to  them  ac- 

3  cording  to  some  system  approved  by  observation  and  regulated  by  experience ;  and  whereas  it 

4  appears  to  the  general  assembly  that  these  ends  would  be  promoted  by  the  establishment  of  a 

5  board  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  present  to  the  legislature  from  time  to  time  a  general  view  of  the 

6  agricultural  statistics  of  the  commonwealth,  to  inform  the  public  of  the  progress  of  improvement, 

7  to  communicate  such  facts  as  when  collected  and  digested  may  promote  the  agricultural  interests 

8  of  the  state,  and  to  suggest  such  measures  for  the  adoption  of  the  general  assembly  as  the  afore- 

9  said  board  may  deem  proper  for  the  development  of  the  resources  and  the  protection  and  advance- 
10  ment  of  that  important  branch  of  industry  in  the  commonwealth : 

1.  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  That  a  board  to  be  called  "  A  Board  of  Agriculture,"  shall  hereafter 

2  be  constituted,  to  consist  of  eight  members,  to  be  appointed  triennially  by  the  executive  of  this 

3  commonwealth,  of  whom  two  shall  be  selected  from  each  of  the  four  divisions  of  the  state,  as  spe- 

4  cified  in  the  second  section  of  the  third  article  of  the  constitution  for  the  apportionment  of  repre- 

5  sentation  in  the  house  of  delegates. 

2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  board  to  present  annually  to  the  legis- 

2  lature  a  geueral  view  of  the  condition  of  agriculture  in  this  state ;  to  report  the  nature  and  quan- 

3  tity  of  the  agricultural  staples  so  far  as  they  may  be  able  to  ascertain  the  same;  to  collect  and  digest 

4  such  facts  in  relation  to  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  the  best  modes  of  pre- 

5  paring  its  various  products  for  their  appropriate  uses,  as  they  may  think  would  afford  useful  infor- 

6  mation  to  the  agricultural  community ;  to  report  so  far  as  they  may  ascertain  the  same  the  relative 
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7  degrees  of  encouragement  afforded  by  the  state  of  foreign  and  domestic  markets  to  the  various 

8  agricultural  productions  of  this  commonwealth ;  and  to  suggest  to  the  legislature  such  measures  as 

9  they  may  deem  advisable  for  the  development  of  the  resources  and  the  promotion  of  the  general 
10  interests  of  agriculture  in  this  commonwealth. 

3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  board  to  hold  one  session  in  each  year 

2  at  such  time  and  place  as  may  be  fixed  upon  by  the  board,  with  the  consent  of  the  executive,  at 

3  their  first  meeting  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Richmond  on  the  first  Monday  in  December  next :  Pro- 

4  vided  however,  That  the  said  board  shall  in  no  case  sit  more  than  fifteen  days  in  any  one  year. 

4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  die  said  board  shall  have  power  to  employ  a  clerk  during  its  ses- 

2  sions  upon  such  terms  as  are  prescribed  for  the  compensation  of  clerks  of  the  standing  committees 

3  of  the  house  of  delegates;  and  each  member  of  the  said  board  shall  receive  such  per  diem  com- 

4  pensation  during  the  sessions  thereof,  and  such  allowance  for  mileage  in  going  to  and  from  its  place 

5  of  session,  as  are  now  provided  by  law  in  like  cases  of  members  of  the  general  assembly. 

5.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
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■ 

A  BILL 

To  amend  the  fifty-second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  concern- 
ing rcills,  the  distribution  of  intestates'  estates,  and  the  duty  of  executors  and  administrators." 


1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  if  any  executor  after  he  has  qualified  shall  be- 

2  cause  of  his  death,  or  by  reason  of  his  removal  from  office,  or  from  any  other  cause,  become  dis- 

3  qualified  to  make  sale  and  conveyance  of  lands  devised  to  be  sold,  as  authorized  by  the  fifty-second 

4  section  of  the  act,  entided  "  an  act  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  concerning  wills,  the  distri- 

5  bution  of  intestates'  estates,  and  the  duty  of  executors  and  administrators,"  passed  March  3d,  1819, 

6  then  the  sale  and  conveyance  of  such  lands  shall  be  made  by  such  person  or  persons  to  whom 

7  administration  of  the  testator's  estate  with  the  will  annexed  shall  be  granted. 

2.  lie  it  furtfter  enacted,  That  the  provisions  of  the  preceding  section  shall  not  be  construed  to 
2  annul  or  impair  in  any  manner  the  power  to  sell  as  prescribed  by  the  said  fifty-second  section. 

3.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
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[BILL  No.  80  ] 

A  BILL 

Concerning  Flour  Barrels. 

1.  Beit  enacted  by  tke  general  assembly,  That  all  flour  barrels  which  shall  hereafter  be  brought 

2  to  any  place  of  inspection  within  this  commonwealth  for  exportation,  shall  be  made  in  the  manner 

3  prescribed  by  the  4th  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act  the 

4  several  acts  now  in  force  for  regulating-  the  inspection  of  flour,  indian  meal  and  bread,"  passed 

5  February  eighteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen,  except  that  the  same  may  hereafter  be  made 

6  of  any  kind  of  good  seasoned  timber  either  split  or  sawed,  any  thing  in  any  existing  law  to  the 

7  contrary  notwithstanding.   And  when  in  the  opinion  of  the  inspector  any  such  barrel  shall  be  in- 

8  sufficient,  or  in  any  manner  damaged,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  state  the  sum  necessary  to  be  paid  on 

9  every  such  barrel  for  putting  the  same  in  good  order. 

2.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  die  passing  thereof. 
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[BILL  No.  82.] 

% 

A  BILL 

Charging  real  assets  with  the  payment  of  simple  contract  debts,  and  declaring  the  mode  of 

administering  the  same. 


1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  when  any  person  shall  die  seized  of  or  enti- 

2  tied  to  any  estate  or  interest  in  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  or  other  real  estate,  which  he 

3  shall  not  by  his  last  will  and  testament  have  charged  with,  or  devised,  subject  to  the  payment  of 

4  his  debts,  die  same  shall  be  assets  to  be  administered  in  courts  of  equity  for  the  payment  of  the 

5  just  debts  of  such  person,  as  well  debts  due  on  simple  contract  as  on  specialty ;  and  that  the  heir 

6  or  heirs  at  law,  devisee  or  devisees  of  such  debtor  shall  be  liable  to  all  the  same  suits  in  equity 

7  at  the  suit  of  any  of  the  creditors  of  such  debtor,  whether  creditors  by  simple  contract  or  by  spe- 

8  cialty,  as  the  heir  or  heirs  at  law,  devisee  or  devisees  of  any  person  or  persons  who  died  seized 

9  of  freehold  estates  is  or  are  liable  to  in  respect  of  such  freehold  estates  at  the  suit  of  creditors  by 

10  specialty  in  which  the  heirs  are  bound  :  Provided  hoicercr,  That  in  the  administration  of  assets  by 

11  courts  of  equity  under  and  by  virtue  of  this  act,  all  creditors  by  specially  in  which  the  heirs  are 

12  bound  shall  be  paid  the  full  amount  of  the  debts  due  to  them  before  any  of  the  creditors,  by  sim- 

13  pie  contract,  or  by  specialty  in  which  the  heirs  are  not  bound  shall  be  paid  any  part  of  their  de- 

14  mands. 

2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  testamentary  provision  charging-  the  debts  of  the  testator  ge- 

2  nerally  upon  his  real  estate,  or  upon  any  part  thereof,  shall  be  held  to  prevent  the  operation  of  the 

3  statute  of  limitations  against  such  debts,  unless  it  shall  plainly  appear  to  be  the  intent  of  such  pro- 

4  vision  that  the  said  statute  shall  be  no  bar  to  their  recovery.    And  no  debt  shall  be  protected 

5  against  the  operation  of  the  statute  of  limitations  by  this  act,  nor  by  any  assumpsit  of  the  executor 

6  or  administrator,  so  as  to  charge  the  real  estate  in  possession  of  the  heirs  or  devisees  with  the  pay- 

7  merit  thereof. 
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3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  courts  of  equity  iu  the  administration  of  assets  under  and  by  vir- 

2  tue  of  this  act,  after  the  payment  of  creditors  by  specialty  binding  the  heirs,  shall  consider  the  same 

3  as  equitable  assets,  and  in  the  distribution  thereof  be  governed  accordingly. 

4.  This  act  shall  commence  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  July  next. 
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r 

A  BILL 

Concerning  the  Arrest  of  Poor  Debtors. 


1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  in  all  cases  hereafter  where  any  debtor  or  debtors 

2  shall  be  arrested  by  any  sheriff  or  other  officer  upon  mesne  or  final  process  issuing-  in  any  civil 

3  action  from  either  of  the  courts  of  this  commonwealth,  the  distance  between  the  place  of  arrest 

4  and  the  proper  jail  to  which  the  party  arrested  ought  to  be  committed  being  miles  or 

5  upwards,  and  it  should  be  deemed  necessary  by  the  officer  making  the  arrest  to  commit  the  party 

6  or  parties  arrested  to  the  said  jail,  he,  she  or  they  refusing  to  go,  he  is  hereby  required,  in  the 

7  event  of  the  debtor  arrested  having  no  other  visible  way  or  means  of  conveyance  to  the  said  jail 

8  other  than  by  walking,  to  hire  at  the  expense  of  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs,  upon  reasonable  terms, 

9  such  means  of  conveyance,  and  return  an  account  of  the  expense  thereof  with  such  process  to 

10  the  clerk's  office  from  which  the  same  issued,  to  be  charged  or  taxed  as  in  other  cases  in  the  bill 

11  of  costs,  and  which  may  be  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  all  other  costs  or  fees  accruing  in  any 

12  such  action  are  now  collectable. 

2.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
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A  BILL 

To  prohibit  Betting  upon  Elections. 

1.  Beit  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall  bet  or  wager  upon  any  election  or  appointment  to 

2  office  to  be  made  under  the  authority  of  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  or  of  the  United  States, 

3  or  both,  or  shall  bet  or  wager  upon  any  result  or  results  of  such  election,  whether  such  bet  or 

4  wager  be  of  money  or  other  thing  of  the  value  of  one  dollar  or  upwards,  he  shall  upon  conviction 

5  thereof  be  guilty  of  unlawful  gaming,  and  for  every  such  offence  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 

6  fifty  dollars,  to  be  recovered  in  any  of  the  modes  prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  to  reduce 

7  into  one  the  several  acts  to  prevent  unlawful  gaming ;"  and  in  every  case  of  conviction  an  attor- 

8  ney's  fee  of  twenty  dollars  shall  be  taxed  in  the  bill  of  costs. 

2.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  next. 
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A  BILL 

To  amend  the  several  Acts  concerning  Ferries. 

I.  Beit  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  court  of  any  county 

2  to  grant  leave  to  establish  a  ferry  over  any  water  course  within  one  half  mile  of  any  other  ferry 

3  legally  established  over  the  same  water  course.    And  if  any  person,  not  having  heretofore  ob- 

4  tained  lawful  authority  to  do  so,  shall  keep  a  public  ferry  over  any  water  course  within  the  distance 

5  aforesaid  of  another  ferry  over  the  same  water  course  legally  established  and  regularly  kept  up,  or 

6  shall  keep  a  boat  or  boats  with  assistants  or  ferrymen,  generally  prepared  and  in  attendance  to  carry 

7  persons,  horses,  or  carriages  of  any  kind  including  waggons  and  carts,  and  shall  actually  carry  the 

8  same  or  any  of  them,  whether  for  reward  or  not,  over  any  water  course  within  one  half  mile  of  any 

9  ferry  which  may  at  the  time  be  legally  established  and  regularly  kept  up  over  the  same  water  course, 

10  every  person  so  offending,  shall  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dol- 

11  lars ;  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt  in  the  name  and  for  the  use  of  the  proprietor  or  keeper  of  the 

12  ferry  which  shall  be  within  the  distance  aforesaid :  Provided,  That  the  said  penalty  shall  not  be  reco- 

13  verable  for  the  commission  of  such  offence  oftener  Uian  once  in  any  one  month ;  and  that  nothing 

14  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  any  person  from  carrying  the  members  of  his 

15  own  family  or  persons  in  his  employment  and  his  own  property  across  any  water  course  in  his  own 

16  boats,  or  any  merchant  or  miller  from  carrying  free  of  toll  any  person  bona  fide  engaged  in  the 

17  actual  transportation  of  grain,  timber  or  other  produce,  and  necessarily  accompanying  the  same,  to 

18  or  from  his  store  or  mill. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  arising  under  the  present  laws  if  it  shall  appear 

2  that  any  person  has  paid  to  any  slave  or  servant  who  may  be  employed  in  conducting  a  ferry  boat, 

3  or  a  boat  at  a  ferry  not  established  by  law,  any  compensation  or  gratuity  for  carrying  him  or  his 
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4  property  over  any  water  course,  such  compensation  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  paid  and  re- 

5  ceived  by  the  owner  of  such  illegal  ferry. 

3.  And  be  it  furtlter  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  proprietor  of  any  ferry  legally  esta- 

2  blished  to  require  that  the  tolls  allowed  by  law  shall  be  paid  previously  to  the  transportation  of  any 

3  passenger  or  property  over  any  water  course. 

4.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage :  Provided,  That  no  penalty  shall  be  in- 
2  curred  under  the  first  section  thereof  until  the  first  day  of  May  next. 
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A  BILL 

Concerning  Lotteries. 


1 .  Beit  enacted  by  tfie  general  assembly,  That  the  second  proviso  of  the  first  section  of  the  "  act 

2  to  suppress  lotteries  in  this  commonwealth,"  passed  the  twenty-fifth  of  February  eighteen  hundred 

3  and  thirty-four,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed,  and  nothing  in  the  said  act  contained 

4  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  or  interfere  with  any  contract  which  has  been  already  made,  or 

5  which  may  be  hereafter  made,  under  and  by  virtue  of  any  existing  law  authorizing  the  same  for 

6  the  drawing  of  any  lottery,  the  drawing  whereof  shall  not  extend  beyond  the  day  of 

7  in  the  year 

2.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
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SUBSTITUTE 

Proposed  by  Mr.  MAY  as  an  amendment  to  the  "  Bill  concerning  Lotteries? 

Strike  out  from  the  word  "  assembly,"  in  the  1st  section,  1st  line,  to  the  end  of  the  bill,  and  insert : 
"  That  hereafter  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  sell  or  offer  for  sale  a  ticket  or  share  of  a  ticket,  or  any 

2  promise  or  obligation  to  pay  the  prize  or  part  of  the  prize  which  may  be  drawn  by  any  ticket  in 

3  any  lottery  not  authorized  to  be  drawn  by  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth.    And  if  any  person 

4  shall  offend  herein,  he  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanour,  and  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be 

5  punished  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  several  acts  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  lottery  tickets ;  and 

6  especially  die  act  entitled  "  an  act  to  prevent  the  sale  of  foreign  lottery  tickets  within  this  common- 

7  wealth,"  passed  the  eleventh  February  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-five ;  and  the  fourth  and  sixth 

8  sections  of  the  act  entitled  "  an  act  to  amend  the  revenue  laws,"  passed  the  twenty-eighth  Febru- 

9  ary  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine ;  which  are  hereby  re-enacted  and  declared  to  be  in  full 

10  force  and  effect :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  prohibit  any  person  having  a  li- 

1 1  cense  to  sell  foreign  lottery  tickets,  from  making  sale  thereof  during  the  period  stated  in  such  li- 

12  cense. 

*  2.  And  be  it  furtlier  enacted,  That  hereafter  no  lottery  shall  be  drawn  in  this  state,  under  any 

2  act  authorizing  the  same,  or  any  contract  in  pursuance  thereof,  unless  the  manager  thereof,  or  the 

3  contractor,  his  agent  or  assignee,  shall  previously  to  the  sale  of  any  ticket  therein,  make  a  full  and 

4  detailed  plan  or  scheme  of  such  lottery,  shewing  the  number  of  prizes,  the  amount  of  each  prize, 

5  and  the  aggregate  amount  of  diem  all ;  the  number  of  blanks ;  and  the  number  of  tickets,  with 

6  the  price  of  each  ticket ;  and  also  that  such  number,  at  the  price  stated,  shall  not  produce  an  amount 

7  exceeding  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  said  prizes ;  and  shall  moreover  make  affidavit  before  some 

8  justice  of  the  peace  that  the  same  exhibits  a  just  and  true  plan  or  scheme  of  the  lottery  proposed 

9  to  be  drawn  by  him,  or  the  particular  class  thereof;  and  also  that  no  more  tickets  than  the  number 

10  therein  stated  shall  be  sold  or  issued  by  him,  or  by  his  authority  or  sanction;  and  shall  file  such 

1 1  scheme  and  affidavit  with  the  clerk  of  the  county  or  corporation  in  which  it  is  intended  to  offer 
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12  such  lottery  tickets  for  sale ;  and  if  it  be  intended  to  offer  the  same  for  sale  in  different  places,  a 

13  copy  Uiereof  shall  be  filed  with  the  clerk  of  each  county  or  corporation  in  which  the  said  tickets 

14  may  be  so  offered. 

"  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall  receive  or  demand  for  any  lottery  ticket 

2  in  any  such  lottery,  previously  to  the  drawing  thereof,  any  greater  sum  or  price  than  the  price  men- 

3  tioned  in  such  scheme,  or  shall  sell  or  offer  to  sell  any  ticket  in  any  lottery,  of  which  the  scheme 

4  made  or  verified  as  aforesaid  shall  not  have  been  made  and  filed  in  the  manner  herein  before  di- 

5  rected,  he  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanour,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be  punished  in  the 

6  same  manner  as  persons  convicted  of  selling  foreign  lottery  tickets  contrary  to  law,  and  shall  more- 

7  over  forfeit  all  right  to  draw  any  further  part,  class  or  scheme  of  any  lottery,  by  virtue  of  any  act 

8  authorizing  the  same,  or  any  contract  or  agreement  founded  diereupon. 

"  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  per  cent,  on  the  amount,  shall  and 

2  may  be  deducted  from  every  prize  drawn  in  any  lottery  which  may  hereafter  be  drawn  in  this  state; 

3  of  which  one  half  shall  and  may  be  retained  by  the  manager,  contractor,  his  assigns  or  agents,  in 

4  full  satisfaction  of  all  expenses  attending  the  sale  of  tickets  and  the  drawing  of  die  lottery ;  and 

5  the  remaining  half  shall  be  considered  a  part  of  the  amount  allowed  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of 
6^such  lottery. 

"  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  one  or  more  classes  or  portions  of  any  lottery  has 

2  been  drawn  under  any  statute  authorizing  die  same,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  what- 

3  ever  to  draw  any  further  class  or  portion  of  such  lottery,  or  to  issue  or  sell  any  ticket  therein,  un- 

4  til  the  commissioners  who  were  empowered  to  draw  die  same,  or  the  manager,  contractor  or 

5  agent  who  may  have  been  empowered  to  do  so,  shall  furnish  to  the  executive  a  statement  upon 

6  oath,  shewing  the  amount  which  has  been  raised  by  such  lottery  for  the  purposes  authorized  by 

7  law,  and  the  amount  which  has  been  raised  to  defray  the  expenses  of  drawing  the  same ;  and  also 

8  the  number  of  classes  thereof  which  may  have  been  drawn ;  and  if  any  person  shall  draw  any 

9  further  class  or  portion  of  such  lottery,  or  shall  issue  any  ticket  therein,  he  shall  be  guilty  of  a 

10  misdemeanour,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars. 

11  and  moreover  shall  forfeit  all  rights  and  powers  conferred  by  the  act  authorizing  such  lottery." 
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A  BILL 

Amending  the  Laics  concerning  Attachments  against  Absent  Defendants. 

1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  so  much  of  the  first  section  of  the  act  concerning 

2  attachments  against  absent  defendants,  as  requires  such  defendants  to  give  security  to  the  satisfac- 

3  tion  of  the  court  for  performing  the  decree,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed :  Provided, 

4  That  no  appearance  or  answer  of  any  defendant  shall  have  the  effect  of  discharging  the  attachment 

5  unless  such  security  be  previously  given. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  of  attachment  against  absent  defendants  it  shall 

2  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  court  before  which  the  attachment  may  be  returned,  to  have  and  exer- 

3  cise  the  same  power  of  sale  over  die  attached  effects  as  is  provided  in  the  case  of  absconding 

4  debtors,  by  an  act,  entitled  "  an  act  amending  the  laws  concerning  attachments  against  abscond- 

5  ing  debtors,"  passed  March  sixth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight. 

3.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
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A  BILL 

Amending  the  Laws  in  relation  to  tlie  Course  of  Descents. 

1.  Be  U  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "an 

2  act  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts  directing  the  course  of  descents,*'  shall  be  and  the  same  is 

3  hereby  repealed.    And  hereafter  no  right  in  die  inheritance  shall  accrue  to  any  persons  whatever, 

4  unless  such  person  be  in  being  and  capable  in  law  to  take  as  heir  at  the  time  of  the  intestate  s 

5  deadi,  or  being  in  ventre  sa  mere  shall  be  born  in  ten  months  thereafter ;  and  all  persons  so  born 

6  shall  be  capable  of  taking  by  inheritance  in  the  same  manner  as  posthumous  children  heretofore 

7  inherited  from  their  fathers. 

2.  Be  ii  further  enacted,  That  when  any  testator  shall  by  his  will  direct  that  his  estate  shall  be 

2  kept  together  for  the  support  of  his  family,  or  be  otherwise  managed  or  disposed  of  for  that  pur- 

3  pose,  and  shall  die,  leaving  a  wife  and  child  or  children  therein  provided  for,  and  any  after  born 

4  child  unprovided  for  and  pretermitted,  but  not  disinherited ;  or  shall  have  any  posthumous  child 

5  not  provided  for  nor  disinherited,  the  estate  shall  be  managed  in  all  respects  as  may  be  directed 

6  by  die  testator  and  for  die  period  during  which  he  may  have  so  directed ;  and  during  that  period 

7  the  pretermitted  or  posthumous  child  or  children  shall  be  supported  in  the  same  manner  as  is  or 

8  may  be  directed  in  relation  to  the  other  child  or  children,  and  shall  be  enUtled  to  the  same  extent 

9  with  them  to  an  equal  share  of  the  fund  or  other  provision  created  for  their  support,  towards  mak- 

10  ing  which  all  the  other  persons  interested  therein  shall  contribute  ratably.    And  in  all  other  re- 

11  spects  such  after  born  and  pretermitted  child  or  children  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  share  of  the 

12  estate  to  be  raised  in  the  same  manner  as  is  now  provided  and  directed  by  law :  Provided,  That 

13  nothing  herein  contained  shall  affect  the  liability  of  any  estate  to  the  payment  of  its  debts. 

3.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
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A  BILL 

Concerning  the  Draining  of  Lands. 

1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  when  any  owner  of  land  situate  on  any  water 

2  course  or  contiguous  thereto  shall  desire  to  drain  said  land,  or  clear  said  water  course  of  obstructions, 

3  or  straighten  the  same  by  a  canal  or  otherwise,  and  so  doing  shall  be  deemed  useful  and  benefi- 

4  cial  to  the  public  as  well  as  to  the  owner  of  said  land,  and  shall  not  himself  have  the  fee  simple 

5  property  in  the  lands  through  which  any  part  of  said  canal  is  proposed  to  be  conducted,  or  of  the 

6  part  of  the  stream  proposed  to  be  straightened  or  cleared  of  obstructions,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 

7  such  owner  to  make  application  to  the  court  of  the  county  within  which  it  is  proposed  to  cut  said 

8  canal,  or  straighten,  or  clear  of  obstructions  said  stream  for  a  writ  of  ad  quod  damnum  to  be 

9  awarded  to  him  in  the  manner  and  upon  the  conditions  prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  to 

10  reduce  into  one  tho  several  acts  concerning  mills,  mill-dams  and  other  obstructions  to  water 

11  courses,"  passed  March  second,  eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen:  Provided,  That  no  such  writ  of 

12  ad  quod  damnum  shall  be  awarded  unless  the  owner  of  the  lands  through  which  any  part  of  said 

13  canal  is  proposed  to  be  conducted,  or  on  or  through  which  any  part  of  said  stream  so  to  be 

14  straightened,  or  cleared  of  obstructions  shall  flow,  shall  have  previous  notice  of  the  application 

15  therefor  as  follows,  that  is  to  say :  if  such  owner  live  within  the  county  in  which  said  land  lies,  or 

16  have  an  agent  therein,  he  or  she,  or  his  or  her  agent  shall  have  ten  days  previous  notice.    If  he 

17  or  she  live  not  within  the  county  and  have  no  agent  therein,  then  the  applicant  may  either  serve 

18  him  or  her  with  personal  notice  ten  days  prior  to  the  application,  or  he  may  advertise  such  inten- 

19  ded  application  on  the  door  of  the  courthouse  of  said  county  on  the  first  day  of  two  terms  next 

20  preceding,  and  for  four  weeks  successively  in  some  newspaper,  such  as  the  court  of  county  shall 

21  have  directed ;  infant  owners  shall  have  like  notice  by  their  guardians,  and  married  women  by 

22  their  husbands. 


Digitized  by  Google 


2  [Bill  No.  106.] 

2.  The  said  writ  of  ad  quod  damnum  so  to  be  awarded  shall  be  executed  and  the  inquest  there- 

2  upon  taken,  returned  and  proceeded  in,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  second  and  third  sections 

3  of  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  an  act  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts 

4  concerning  mills,  mill-dams  and  other  obstructions  to  water  courses,' "  passed  March  second, 

5  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-six ;  and  the  same  powers  and  authority  are  hereby  conferred  upon 

6  the  court  to  grant  or  refuse  the  leave  applied  for,  and  the  same  mode  prescribed  to  pay  to  the 

7  owner  or  owners  of  lands  the  value  thereof  as  well  as  the  damages  assessed,  and  the  same  rights 

8  conferred  upon  the  applicant  as  well  as  authority  upon  the  court  to  lay  him  under  any  proper 

9  terms  and  conditions  as  are  recited  and  prescribed  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  sections  of  the  last 
10  recited  act. 

3.  No  inquest  taken  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  no  opinion  or  judgment  of  the  court  thereupon, 

2  shall  bar  any  public  prosecution  or  private  action,  which  could  have  been  had  or  maintained  if 

3  this  act  had  never  passed,  other  than  prosecutions  or  actions  for  such  injuries  as  were  actually 

4  foreseen  and  estimated  upon  such  inquest. 

4.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
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A  BILL 

To  convert  Uie  Loan  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  the  Winchester  and  Potomac  Rail- 
Road  Company  into  Stock  and  for  other  purposes. 

1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  the  board  of  public  works  be  and  is  hereby  autho 

2  rized  and  required  to  subscribe  on  behalf  of  the  commonwealth  for  the  additional  stock  of  one 

3  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  the  Winchester  and  Potomac  rail-road  company  authorized 

4  by  the  act  passed  on  the  tenth  of  February  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five,  such  subscription  to 

5  be  paid  by  the  one  hundred  and  fiAy  thousand  dollars  heretofore  loaued  by  the  board  of  public 

6  works  on  behalf  of  the  commonwealth  to  the  said  company,  upon  this  express  condition  however, , 

7  that  the  said  company  shall  annually  pay  to  the  board  of  public  works  a  dividend  of  nine  thousand 

8  dollars  (being  the  interest  upon  said  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars)  before  the  individual 

9  stockholders  shall  receive  any  dividend ;  but  if  the  portion  of  the  dividend  accruing  to  the  board 

10  of  public  works  from  the  stock  of  the  commonwealth  in  said  company  shall  exceed  the  sum  of 

11  nine  thousand  dollars  annually,  then  the  dividends  shall  be  divided  pro  rata  between  the  board  of 

12  public  works  and  individual  stockholders. 

2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  after  the  conversion  of  said  loan  into  stock  the  board  of  public 

2  works  shall  appoint  four  of  the  directors  of  the  said  company,  and  be  entitled  to  vote  for  the  pre- 

3  sident  of  said  company  upon  the  entire  stock  of  two  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  dollars ;  and 

4  in  counting  all  votes  of  the  company,  each  stockholder,  including  the  board  of  public  works,  shall 

5  be  allowed  one  vote  for  each  share  not  exceeding  ten,  and  one  vote  for  every  ten  shares  above 

6  ten  held  by  him  at  the  time. 

3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  board  of  public  works  shall  not  convert  the  said  loan  into 

2  stock  until  the  said  company  shall  in  general  meeting  accept  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  and  di- 

3  rect  the  president  and  directors  to  pledge  the  profits  of  the  said  company  for  the  payment  of  the 

ft 

4  said  sum  of  nine  thousand  dollars  annually. 

4.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  passing  thereof. 
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[BILL  No.  120.] 


A  BILL 

Concerning  Western  Land  Titles. 


1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  the  proviso  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act,  entitled 

2  14  an  act  to  amend  and  explain  the  laws  concerning  western  land  titles,  and  for  other  purposes," 

3  passed  the  fifteenth  day  of  March  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  shall  be  and  the  same  is 

4  hereby  repealed. 

2.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
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[BILL  No.  121.] 

A  BILL 

Increasing  the  Reward  for  apprehending  Runaways  in  certain  cases. 

1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  any  person  who  shall  apprehend  any  runaway 

2  male  slave  above  the  age  of  sixteen  years  within  this  state,  and  within  ten  miles  of  the  dividing 

3  lines  between  the  same  and  the  states  of  Maryland,  Ohio  or  Pennsylvania,  shall  be  entitled  to  de- 

4  mand  and  recover  of  the  owner  of  every  such  slave  or  slaves,  for  each  one  so  apprehended,  the 

5  sum  of  twenty  dollars,  besides  ten  cents  for  every  mile  of  such  distance  he  shall  necessarily  con- 

6  vey  such  runaway,  instead  of  the  compensation  allowed  by  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled 

7  "  an  act  to  reduce  into  one  act  the  several  acts  for  apprehending  and  securing  runaways,"  passed 

•  * 

8  ninth  February  eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen,  to  be  recovered  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the 

9  said  act. 

2.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
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[BILL  No.  123.  j 

A  BILL 

To  amend  an  act,  entitled  "  an  act  for  tfie  better  organization  of  the  Mlitia." 


1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  the  compensation  hereafter  allowed  to  adjutants,  or 

2  other  officers,  for  enrolling1,  notifying-  and  mustering  companies  which  have  no  officers,  shall  be,  in 

3  lieu  of  that  now  authorized  by  law,  as  follows,  viz :  For  enrolling,  notifying  and  mustering  a  com- 

4  pany,  and  returning  lists  of  delinquents,  as  required  by  law,  not  exceeding  two  dollars  per  day : 

5  Provided  however,  That  not  more  than  eight  dollars  shall  be  allowed  for  enrolling,  notifying  and 

6  mustering  any  one  company,  and  returning  lists  of  delinquents  therefor  for  any  one  year :  And 

7  provided  also,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  officer  enrolling  companies  under  this  act,  to  return 

8  to  the  court  of  enquiry  for  the  battalion  to  which  said  company  or  companies  may  be  attached, 

9  a  muster  roll  of  every  company  enrolled  by  him,  and  said  roll  shall  be  preserved  by  die  clerk  of 
10  said  court,  and  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  colonel. 

2.  Be  it  farther  enacted,  That  so  much  of  the  ninety-ninth  section  of  die  act  passed  the  eighth 

2  March  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four,  entiUed,  "  an  act  for  the  better  organization  of  the  mili- 

3  tia,"  as  authorizes  the  commandants  of  regiments  to  cause  to  be  purchased  for  each  regiment  and 

4  battalion  a  stand  of  colours,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed ;  and  hereafter  no  such 

5  colours  shall  be  furnished  to  any  such  regiment  or  battalion,  unless  the  same  shall  be  called  into 

6  actual  service,  in  which  the  governor  or  executive  may  order  one  stand  of  colours  for  such  regi- 

7  ment  so  called  into  service,  not  to  exceed  in  cost  thirty  dollars. 

3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much  of  the  ninety-ninth  section  of  the  above  recited  act  as  au- 

2  thorizes  commandants  of  regiments  to  procure  or  cause  to  be  procured  drums  and  fifes  for  the  use 

3  of  the  several  companies  in  their  respective  regiments,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  : 

4  Provided  however,  That  such  commandants  may  procure  for  the  use  of  their  respective  regiments, 
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5  and  the  drum  and  fife  majors  attached  thereto,  one  drum  and  fife  and  no  more,  which  shall  not 

6  exceed  in  cost  the  sum  of  twelve  dollars. 

4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much  of  the  sixty-fifth  section  of  the  above  recited  act  as  pro- 

2  vides  that  where  there  is  more  than  one  regiment  in  a  county,  the  officers  of  each  regiment  shall 

3  meet  together  at  the  courthouse  of  the  county,  at  such  time  as  the  senior  colonel  in  the  county  may 

4  appoint  for  the  purpose  of  being  trained,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed :  and  hereafter 

5  where  there  is  one  or  more  regiments  in  a  county,  die  officers  of  each  regiment  in  said  county 

6  shall  meet  together  for  the  purpose  of  being  trained  at  such  place  as  the  regimental  court  of  enqui- 

7  ry  of  such  regiment  shall  designate ;  and  in  case  said  court  shall  fail  to  designate  such  place,  then 

8  the  commandant  of  such  regiment  shall  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  name  such  place,  the  time 

9  of  training  to  be  appointed  by  the  commandant  of  said  regiment,  and  the  training  to  be  conducted 
10  in  like  manner  as  if  held  at  the  courthouse  of  said  county. 

5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  order  to  enable  brigadier-generals  to  comply  with  the  requisi- 

2  tions  of  the  act  passed  March  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  entitled  "  an  act  requir. 

3  ing  certain  duties  of  brigadier-generals,"  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  brigadier-generals\  in  the 

4  month  of  February  or  March  in  each  and  every  year,  to  notify  the  commandants  of  such  regiments 

5  as  they  may  intend  to  review  in  said  year,  of  such  intention,  and  to  indicate  the  time  or  times  for 

6  the  mustering  of  such  regiments ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commandants  of  regiments  thus 

7  notified  so  to  change  or  appoint  the  time  for  the  mustering  of  their  several  regiments,  as  to  enable 

8  the  brigadier-general  to  review  each  of  such  regiments  on  its  respective  muster  day. 

6.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  day  of 
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A  BILL 

To  authorize  an  increase  of  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  Rail-road 

* 

Company,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  down  iron  rails,  or  a  more  permanent  plate  rail  superstruc- 
ture on  said  road. 


Whereas  it  is  extremely  desirable  that  the  present  superstructure  of  the  Richmond,  Fredericks- 

2  burg  and  Potomac  rail-road  should  be  substituted  by  one  of  a  more  substantial  and  permanent  cha- 

3  racter,  for  which  purpose,  an  increase  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  company  will  be  requisite. 

t.  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  That  the  said  company  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  whenever 

2  they  may  deem  it  advisable  to  do  so,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  company  in  the  mode 

3  provided  in  the  tenth  section  of  the  act  of  incorporation  of  the  said  company,  or  in  such  other  mode 

4  as  they  may  deem  more  expedient,  to  the  extent  requisite  for  the  purpose  of  laying  iron  rails,  or  a 

5  more  substantial  or  permanent  plate  rail  superstructure,  the  whole  length  of  their  rail-road  from  the 

6  commencement  of  the  same  in  the  city  of  Richmond  to  the  proposed  termination  of  the  said  rail- 

7  road  at  the  mouth  of  Acquia  creek :  Provided,  That  such  increase  of  capital  shall  not  exceed  the 

8  sum  of  six  hundred  aiid  eighty  thousand  dollars. 

2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  should  the  said  company  not  find  it  practicable,  or  deem  it  expedi- 

2  ent  to  increase  at  one  and  the  same  time  their  capital  stock  to  the  extent  above  authorized,  that 

3  they  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  make  such  increase  at  such  times  as  it  may  appear  to 

4  them  most  advisable  to  do  so,  and  to  apply  the  same  to  the  improvement  of  the  different  portions 

5  of  their  rail-road  in  the  order  in  which  it  may  appear  to  them  most  important  to  improve  the  same. 

3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  thirty-seventh  section  of  an  act  entitled  "  an  act  incorporating 

2  the  stockholders  of  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  rail-road  company,"  passed  Feb- 

3  ruary  twenty-fifth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

4.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 
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A  BILL 

Concerning  the  Collection  of  Rents. 

1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  in  all  cases  of  attachment  for  rent  it  shall  be  law- 

2  ful  for  the  tenant  to  make  any  defence  against  the  recovery  thereof,  or  to  plead  any  plea  to  the 

3  demand,  which  could  be  made  or  pleaded  to  an  action  of  debt  or  covenant  for  the  same  rent  if  it 

4  were  in  arrear  and  sued  for  as  such;  and  also  to  contest  the  right  of  die  landlord  to  sue  out  his 

5  attachment ;  and  if  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  that  the  landlord  or  lessor  had  not  just  cause  to  sus- 

6  pect  that  the  tenant  would  remove  his  effects  from  the  leased  tenement  before  the  rent  was  to 

7  become  due,  or  that  for  any  other  cause  an  attaclunent  should  not  have  issued,  judgment  shall  be 

8  entered  for  the  tenant  tfiat  the  attached  effects  be  restored  to  him  with  costs ;  and  if  it  shall  appear 

9  that  a  part  of  the  rent  claimed  be  due  or  becoming  due,  judgment  shall  be  entered  in  favour  of 

10  the  claimant  for  die  amount,  and  an  order  of  sale  to  satisfy  the  amount  found  to  be  due :  Provided 

1 1  hmterer,  That  when  judgment  be  awarded  to  the  tenant,  such  judgment  shall  in  no  case  operate 

12  as  a  bar  to  any  subsequent  attachment  for  the  same  rent. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  second  section  of  the  act  passed  the  second  of  March 

2  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-seven,  entitled  "  an  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  ■  an  act  to  reduce 

3  into  one  the  several  acts  for  the  better  securing  the  payment  of  rents,  and  preventing  the  fraudu- 

4  lent  practices  of  tenants,  and  to  regulate  the  practice  of  suing  out  and  prosecuting  writs  of  re- 

5  plevin,' "  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

3.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
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[BILL  No.  133  ] 

A  BILL 

To  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  prescribing  certain  general  regulations  for  the  incorporation  of 

Turnpike  Companies." 


1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  president  and  directors 

2  of  the  several  turnpike  roads  within  this  commonwealth  to  cause  barriers  to  be  placed  upon  such 

3  roads  to  change  the  direction  of  the  travelling  upon  the  same.    And  if  any  person  or  persons  shall 

4  wilfully  remove  any  barrier  so  placed,  or  drive  any  wagon,  carriage  or  other  vehicle  over  die 

5  same,  he  or  she  so  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  dollar  to  the  use  of  the  company, 

6  to  be  recovered,  with  costs,  as  other  penalties  are  by  the  "  act  prescribing  certain  general  regula- 

> 

7  tions  for  die  incorporation  of  turnpike  companies,"  passed  February  the  seventh,  eighteen  hundred 
„8  and  seventeen :  Provided  however,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  au- 

9  thorize  any  such  company  to  prevent  a  sufficient  passage  to  the  travel  upon  such  road. 

2.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
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A  BILL 

To  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  concerning  General  Elections  in  this  Commonwealth:' 


1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  hereafter  in  all  contested  elections  of  members  of 

2  the  general  assembly,  the  following  rules  of  evidence  shall  govern  the  parties  in  such  contests,  and 

3  shall  be  observed  by  each  house  in  the  decision  thereof— that  is  to  say, 

4  1.  When  any  person  exercising  the  right  of  suffrage  shall  claim  such  right  as  a  freeholder, 

5  reversioner  or  remainderman,  of  any  land  acquired  by  him  by  virtue  of  any  contract  for  the 

6  purchase  thereof,  no  evidence  of  such  purchase  or  contract  shall  be  sufficient  to  sustain  die 

7  vote,  although  the  voter  may  have  been  six  months  previous  to  the  election  in  possession  of 

8  such  land,  and  although  he  may  have  been  entitled  under  the  contract  of  purchase  to  a  deed 

9  to  such  freehold,  remainder  or  reversion,  six  months  prior  to  said  election,  unless  he  shall 

10  before  voting  have  obtained  a  deed  legally  conveying  an  estate  of  freehold,  reversion  or 

1 1  remainder  in  fee  in  said  land,  or  the  judgment  or  decree  of  some  court  of  competent  juris- 

12  diction  vesting  such  title  in  him. 

13  2.  The  land  book  of  the  previous  year  of  the  county,  city,  borough  or  town,  in  which  the 

14  election  may  be  held,  shall  be  evidence  only  as  to  the  fact  of  die  assessment  of  the  land,  if 

15  an  assessment  thereof  be  required  by  law,  and  of  the  value  of  such  assessment. 

16  3.  If  the  voter  be  objected  to  upon  the  ground  that  he  is  not  a  free  white  male,  or  is  not  a 

17  citizen,  or  is  not  a  resident  of  die  conimonwealdi,  or  is  not  twenty-one  years  of  age,  the 

18  burthen  of  proof  to  sustain  such  vote,  and  to  remove  such  objection,  shall  be  upon  the 

19  party  claiming  the  benefit  of  such  vote. 

20  4.  If  the  voter  be  objected  to,  upon  the  ground  that  he  is  of  unsound  mind,  or  is  a  pauper,  or 

21  is  a  non-commissioned  officer,  soldier,  seaman  or  marine,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
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22  .      or  has  been  convicted  of  an  infamous  offence,  the  burthen  of  proof  to  sustain  such  objec- 

23  tion  shall  be  upon  the  party  making  the  same. 

24  5.  The  burthen  of  proving  the  other  qualifications  required  by  the  constitution,  or  such  of 

25  them  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  entitle  the  voter  to  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage,  shall  devolve 

26  on  the  party  who  may  have  received  the  vote,  if  the  same  be  objected  to  by  the  other  party 

27  in  the  mode  now  prescribed  by  law. 

28  6.  In  setting  forth  the  objections  to  voters,  as  required  by  the  forty-first  section  of  the  act  con- 

29  cerning  general  elections  in  this  commonwealth,  any  such  incapacity  or  disqualification  as 

30  is  mentioned  in  the  third  and  fourth  rules  herein  prescribed,  shall  be  particularly  specified 

31  and  set  forth,  and  the  general  objection  of  not  being  qualified  to  vote  according  to  the  con- 

32  stitution,  shall  be  held  to  apply  to  the  want  of  the  other  qualifications  only  as  mentioned  in 

33  the  fifth  rule. 

2.  This  act  shall  commence  and  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
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A  BILL 

Giving  jurisdiction  to  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  actions  of  trespass  upon  real  and  personal  property. 


1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  several  counties 

2  and  corporations  of  this  commonwealth  shall  have  and  exercise  jurisdiction  in  all  actions  of  tres- 

3  pass  upon  real  and  personal  property,  where  the  amount  of  the  damages  claimed  by  the  plaintiff 

4  shall  not  exceed  ten  dollars.    And  the  parties  shall  have  the  right  of  appeal  from  the  decision  of  a 

5  justice  in  any  such  case,  in  the  same  mode  and  manner  as  is  now  prescribed  by  law  in  relation  to 
•   6  appeals  from  the  decisions  of  justices  of  the  peace  in  other  cases,  when  the  amount  exceeds  that 

7  sum. 

2.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
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[BILL  No.  146.] 

A  BILL 

To  amend  the  several  Acts  concerning  the  Banks. 

1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  so  much  of  any  act  as  may  subject  the  banks  of 

2  this  state  incorporated  by  law  to  the  forfeiture  of  their  charters  for  failing-  or  refusing  to  pay  their 

3  notes  and  debts  in  specie,  and  to  the  payment  of  any  damages  or  interest  exceeding  six  per  cent,  per 

4  annum  for  such  failure,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed ;  and  so  much  as  may  prohibit 

5  them  from  issuing  notes  for  sums  of  five  and  ten  dollars,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  sus- 

6  pended  until  the  first  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one ;  and  if  any  such  bank 

7  shall  have  forfeited  its  charter  by  failing  or  refusing  to  pay  its  notes  or  debts  in  specie,  the  for- 

8  feiture  thereby  incurred  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  remitted,  and  the  charter  of  the  bank  with 

9  all  the  rights  and  powers  therein  conferred  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be  in  full 

10  force  and  effect,  to  all  intents  and  purposes :  Provided,  That  the  power  to  repeal  or  modify  the 

11  charter  of  any  bank  which  shall  after  the  first  day  of  January  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one  fail 

12  or  refuse  to  pay  its  notes  or  debts  in  specie,  when  duly  demanded,  is  hereby  expressly  reserved  to 

13  the  general  assembly :  And  provided,  That  the  amount  of  any  note  or  debt  due  from  any  bank, 

14  with  legal  interest  thereon,  may  be  recovered  in  any  of  the  modes  now  authorized  by  law. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  notes  of  the  banks  which  are  now  receivable  in  payment 

2  of  debts  and  taxes  due  to  the  commonwealth  shall  continue  to  be  received,  and  the  deposites  of 

3  the  public  revenue  shall  continue  to  be  made  in  the  Bank  of  Virginia  and  Farmers  Bank  of  Vir- 

4  ginia,  unless  the  treasurer,  with  die  advice  of  the  executive,  shall  otherwise  direct  in  respect  to 

5  such  receipts  or  deposites,  or  both,  in  the  mode  now  prescribed  by  law,  in  which  case  it  shall  be 

6  lawful  for  the  treasurer,  with  the  sanction  of  the  executive,  to  provide  for  the  safekeeping  of  the 

7  public  revenues  and  moneys  in  the  treasury  of  die  state ;  and  thereupon  all  such  moneys  shall  be 

8  paid  into  and  out  of  the  treasury  by  an  auditor's  warrant  requiring  the  treasurer  to  receive  or  to 
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9  pay  the  same,  without  making  any  deposite  thereof  in  any  bank,  or  drawing  a  check  on  any  bank, 
10  as  is  now  required  by  law. 

3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  bank  which  shall  avail  itself  of  the  provisions  of  this 

2  act  shall  make  no  dividend  exceeding  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  unless  it  shall  for  one  mondi  pre- 

3  viously  thereto  have  bona  fide  resumed  specie  payments ;  and  moreover  every  such  bank  shall  so 

4  regulate  its  loans  and  discounts  as  that  the  amount  of  its  outstanding  debt  on  the  first  day  of 

5  January  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one,  unless  it  shall  have  so  resumed  specie  payments,  shall 
G  not  exceed  the  amount  thereof  as  it  existed  on  die  first  day  of  January  eighteen  hundred  and  forty. 

4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  hereafter  the  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Far- 

2  mers  Bank  of  Virginia  shall  be  held  on  the  Wednesdays  after  the  first  Tuesdays  in  January  in 

3  every  year. 

5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  banks  to  pay  in  any  legal  gold  coins 

2  any  notes  which  they  may  now  be  required  to  pay  in  American  gold  coins ;  and  hereafter  the  oath 

3  which  is  required  to  be  taken  by  the  directors  of  the  several  banks  not  to  engage  in  the  purchase 

4  of  any  note  or  bill  which  has  been  rejected  by  the  bank,  shall  be  so  modified  and  changed  as  that 

5  the  director  shall  swear  or  solemnly  affirm  that  he  will  not  directly  nor  indirectly  discount  or  purchase 

6  at  a  rate  of  interest  exceeding  that  which  the  bank  might  demand,  any  note  or  bill  of  which  the 

7  discount  has  been  rejected  by  die  bank  or  branch  of  which  he  is  a  director  ;  and  upon  taking  such 

8  oath  the  director  shall  be  and  is  hereby  absolved,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  from  the  obligation  of 

9  his  former  oath. 

6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  bills  or  drafts  payable  at  any  place  widiin  the  United  States 

2  shall  be  discounted  except  by  order  of  the  board  of  directors ;  and  whenever  the  governor  shall 

3  have  received  satisfactory  information  that  the  greater  number  of  the  incorporated  banks  of  the 

4  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  shall  have  bona  fide  resumed  specie  payments,  it  shall  be  his 

5  duty  to  announce  the  fact  by  proclamation,  and  if  any  bank  in  diis  state  shall  after  the  period  of  one 

6  month  from  the  date  of  such  proclamation  fail  &r  refuse  to  pay  its  notes  or  debts  in  specie,  every  note 

7  or  debt  of  which  the  payment  shall  thereafter  be  refused,  shall  and  may  be  recovered,  together  with 

8  interest  at  ten  per  cent,  per  annum,  in  any  of  the  modes  in  which  the  same  may  now  be  recover- 

9  able  with  any  other  rate  of  interest. 
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7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  prohibits  the  Northwestern 

2  Bank  of  Virginia  of  issuing  notes  of  the  denomination  of  five  dollars  shall  be  and  the  same  is 

3  hereby  repealed :  Provided,  That  the  legislature  may  at  any  time  hereafter  modify  or  cancel  the 

4  power  herein  given  to  issue  notes  of  the  denomination  of  five  dollars. 

8.  And  be  it  furtJier  enacted,  That  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  to  stay  the  proceedings  on  executions 

2  and  trust  deeds  and  other  demands  in  cases  of  refusal  to  receive  bank  notes,"  passed  the  twenty- 

3  second  day  of  June  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  revived  and 

4  re-enacted,  and  the  same  shall  continue  in  full  force  and  effect  until  the  first  day  of  April  eighteen 

5  hundred  and  forty-one :  Provided,  That  nothing  in  the  said  act  contained  shall  be  consumed  to 

6  extend  to  any  judgment  or  decree  against  any  of  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth. 

9.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
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A  BILL 

i 

Authorizing  the  Board  of  Public  Works  to  ajrpoint  Agents  in  certain  cases. 


1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  the  board  of  public  works  be  and  are  hereby 

2  empowered  to  appoint  agents  to  examine  into  the  management  and  condition  of  any  or  all  joint 

• 

3  stock  companies  in  which  the  commonwealth  holds  an  interest,  and  to  make  report  thereof  to  said 

4  board  whenever,  and  in  the  form  and  manner,  required  by  said  board.    It  shall  also  be  the  duty 

5  of  any  such  joint  stock  company,  their  officers  and  agents,  and  they  are  hereby  required,  to  exhi- 

6  bit  their  books  and  accounts  to  any  such  agent  whenever  requested,  and  to  afford  him  all  the  as- 

7  sistance  and  information  in  their  power  in  making  his  examinations  and  reports.    The  said  board 

8  may  allow  such  agents,  out  of  the  income  of  the  fund  for  internal  improvement,  such  compensation 

9  as  they  may  think  reasonable,  not  exceeding  in  any  case  four  dollars  per  day,  for  the  number  of 

10  days  the  agent  may  be  actually  and  necessarily  employed  in  the  duties  of  his  appointment,  the 

11  number  of  days  to  be  ascertained  by  the  oath  of  such  agent  made  before  any  justice  of  the  peace. 

2.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  its  passage. 
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A  BILL 

Amending  ttie  Laics  concerning  Slaves,  Free  Negroes  and  Mulattoes. 


1.  Beit  enacted  and  declared  by  the,  general  assembly,  That  so  much  of  the  "  act  amending  the 

2  laws  concerning1  emancipated  slaves,  free  negroes  and  mulattoes,"  passed  on  the  twenty-second 

3  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  as  relates  to  the  character  of  the  applicants  for  permis- 

4  sion  to  reside  within  the  county  or  corporation,  shall  be  construed  and  held  to  require  of  such  ap- 

5  plicant  satisfactory  proof,  by  legal  testimony,  that  he  or  she  is  a  person  of  general  good  character, 

6  sober,  peaceable,  orderly,  and  industrious.  And  upon  the  exhibition  of  such  proof,  it  shall  be  lawful 

7  for  such  person  to  obtain  the  permission  in  the  said  act  mentioned,  in  the  manner  therein  provided. 

8  And  if  any  person  shall  have  had  any  such  application  heretofore  rejected,  or  shall  have  one  now 

9  pending,  he  or  she  shall  have  the  benefit  of  this  act,  in  the  consideration  of  his  or  her  case ;  and 

10  if  the  same  shall  have  been  rejected,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  him  or  her  to  make  the  application  a 

1 1  second  time,  any  thing1  in  the  said  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

2.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
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A  BILL 

To  amend  the  act,  entitled,  "  an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  Slaves,  Free  Negroes  and 

Mulattoes,"  passed  1  Uh  March  1834. 


I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  free  negro  or  mulatto 

2  to  migrate  or  come  into  this  commonwealth  from  any  state  or  territory  of  this  Union,  or  from  the 

3  district  of  Columbia,  for  any  purpose  or  pretext  whatsoever,  either  with  the  view  of  making  a 

4  temporary  visit,  or  to  acquire  a  permanent  residence,  unless  it  be  in  the  character  of  a  servant, 

5  bona  Jide  employed  and  attendant  upon  his  or  her  master  or  mistress  for  the  time  being — or  a 

6  mariner  engaged  in  the  sea  service,  bona  Jide  employed  on  board  of  a  steamboat  or  other  vessel, 

7  and  so  remaining  constantly  with  the  same,  so  long  as  such  master,  mistress,  or  steamboat  or  other 

8  vessel  may  sojourn  in  die  commonwealth,  and  who  shall  depart  therewith.    Any  free  negro  or 

9  mulatto  who  shall  come  into  this  commonwealth  contrary  to  this  act,  shall  be  liable  to  the  pains 

10  and  penalties,  and  be  dealt  with  as  prescribed  in  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  to 

1 1  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  slaves,  free  negroes  and  mulattoes,"  passed  March  the  eleventh, 

12  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four.    Any  free  negro  or  mulatto  within  the  exceptions  aforesaid, 

13  who  shall  be  found  away  from  the  steamboat  or  other  vessel  to  which  he  or  she  belongs,  or  from 

14  the  lodgings  of  his  or  her  master  or  employer,  unless  it  be  for  a  short  time,  on  obvious  or  express 

15  business,  or  with  a  written  permission  of  his  or  her  employer,  shall  be  liable  to  the  punishment 

16  prescribed  in  the  third  section  of  the  act  above  cited. 

And  whereas  it  is  contrary  to  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  to  allow  any  free  negro  or 

2  mulatto  to  come  into,  or  remain  within  this  commonwealth,  after  having  been  emancipated,  it  is 

3  equally  improper  to  allow  any  free  negro  or  mulatto,  residing  out  of  the  commonwealth,  to  own 

4  or  control  land  within  the  same: 

2.  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  free  negro  or  mulatto,  or  for  any 

2  congregation,  association  or  society  of  free  negroes  or  mulattoes,  residing  without  the  limits  of 

3  this  commonwealth,  either  by  themselves,  or  by  and  through  the  agency  of  any  other  person  or 
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4  persons,  body  politic  or  corporate,  to  own  or  control  land,  or  the  rents,  issues  and  profits  thereof 

5  within  this  commonwealth,  under  pain  of  forfeiting  the  same  to  the  use  of  the  commonwealth,  for 

6  the  benefit  of  the  literary  fund. 

3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  hereafter  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  congregation,  association 

2  or  society  of  free  negroes  or  mulattoes,  or  for  any  free  negro  or  mulatto  whatsoever,  to  locate  or 

3  use  any  grave-yard  within  two  hundred  yards  of  any  improved  and  inhabited  premises  having  a 

4  dwelling  house  thereon,  or  within  two  hundred  yards  of  any  spring  or  well  of  good  wholesome 

5  or  useable  water,  without  die  consent  of  the  owner,  and  also  of  the  occupier  thereof,  first  had  and 

6  obtained  in  writing,  from  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  such  owner  and  occupier,  and  duly  attested 

7  by  one  or  more  credible  witnesses;  under  the  penalty  of  having  the  same  abated  as  a  misance, 

8  and  forfeiting  and  paying  a  fine  of  not  less  than  dollars,  for  each  offence  or  interment, 

9  recoverable  before  any  of  this  commonwealth,  having  jurisdiction  of  die  same,  by 
10  action  of  debt,  plaint  or  information,  upon  ten  days  notice. 

4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  free  negro  or  mulatto,  whose  residence  in  this  common- 

2  wealth  is  allowed  by  law,  shall  leave  or  go  beyond  the  limits  of  this  commonwealdi  for  a  longer 

3  time  than  thirty  days,  (except  such  as  ore  employed  as  servants,  or  mariners  engaged  in  the  sea 

4  service,  or  employed  on  board  a  steamboat  or  other  vessel,  as  described  in  the  first  section  of  this 

5  act,)  unless  he  or  she  shall  first  go  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county,  or  alderman  of  the 

6  town,  city  or  borough  wherein  he  or  she  may  reside  at  the  time,  and  make  declaration  of  his  or 

7  her  intention  to  return  within  days ;  and  also  of  the  place  to  which  he  or  she  intends 

8  to  go.    And  if  any  such  free  negro  or  mulatto  shall  remain  abroad  longer  than  such  time  so  spe- 

9  cified,  and  upon  his  or  her  return  to  this  commonwealth,  fail  to  produce  satisfactory  evidence  that 

10  he  or  she  was  detained  by  sickness  or  other  unavoidable  cause,  aud  beyond  his  or  her  control, 

11  (except  such  as  are  bona  fide  employed  in  the  character  of  servants,  or  mariners  engaged  in  the 

12  sea  service,  or  employed  on  board  a  steamboat  or  other  vessel,  as  described  in  the  first  section  of 

13  this  act,)  then  such  free  negro  or  mulatto  shall  be  liable  to  all  the  penalties  and  disabilities  to 

14  which  slaves  are  liable,  who  have  been  emancipated  since  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the  year 

15  eighteen  hundred  and  six.  and  be  dealt  widi  accordingly. 

5.  This  act  shall  commence  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  passing  thereof. 
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A  BILL 

Autltorizing  additional  compensation  for  tJte  Tuition  of  Poor  Children. 


1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  the  school  commissioners  of  the  several  counties 

2  and  corporations  in  tins  commonwealth  may  respectively  allow  such  compensation  for  tuition  of 

3  the  poor  children  entered  by  them  at  school,  as  the  board  of  school  commissioners  of  their  county 

4  or  corporation  shall  authorize,  not  exceeding-,  however,  in  any  case,  six  cents  for  each  day's  actual 

5  attendance  of  each  child :  Provided,  That  no  additional  compensation  allowed  by  this  act,  shall  bo 

6  granted  to  any  teacher  who  is  not  ascertained,  either  by  examination  of  a  committee  of  the  school 

7  commissioners,  or  in  some  other  satisfactory  manner,  to  possess  a  fair  moral  character,  and  other 

8  proper  qualifications  for  conducting-  a  school  of  respectable  grade. 

2.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  its  passage. 
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A  BILL 

Providing  for  the  payment  of  slaves  condemned  to  transportation  under  the  act  concerning  the 

circulation  of  incendiary  publications. 

1.  Beit  enacted  by  tlie  general  assembly,  That  if  any  slave  shall  be  condemned  to  banishment  or 

2  transportation  by  virtue  of  the  "  act  to  suppress  the  circulation  of  incendiary  publications  and  for 

3  other  purposes,"  passed  the  twenty-third  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  such  slave  shall 

4  be  valued  and  paid  for,  in  the  following  manner,  that  is  to  say :    The  justices  who  shall  condemn 

5  such  slave,  shall  value  him  or  her  at  the  cash  price  for  which  he  or  she  would,  in  their  opinion, 

6  sell  at  public  sale,  under  a  knowledge  of  his  or  her  guilt;  and  each  magistrate  shall  state  the  sum 

7  or  price  at  which  he  values  such  slave,  and  the  same  shall  be  entered  of  record ;  from  such  valu- 

8  ation  the  auditor  shall  ascertain  the  average  value  of  such  slave ;  and  three  fourths  of  such  ave- 

9  rage  shall  be  paid  to  the  owner  of  the  slave  by  die  commonwealth ;  but  the  amount  so  to  be  paid 
10  shall  in  no  case  exceed  four  hundred  dollars  for  a  male  slave,  and  three  hundred  dollars  for  a  fe- 
ll male  slave,  unless  the  slave  when  sold  for  transportation  shall  sell  for  more,  in  which  event  the 

12  owner  shall  be  entitled  to  a  warrant  for  the  whole  additional  amount  for  which  the  slave  shall  be 

13  sold. 

2.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
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A  BILL 

Authorizing  femes  covert  to  maintain  suits  in  their  own  names  when  deserted  by  their  husbands. 


1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  when  a  feme  covert  has  been,  or  may  hereafter  be, 

2  deserted  by  her  husband,  she  may  institute  and  maintain  in  her  own  name,  any  action  at  law  or  in 

3  equity,  upon  any  contract,  express  or  implied,  made  with  her,  or  for  any  tort  committed  on  her,  at 

4  any  period  subsequent  to  such  desertion,  in  the  same  manner  that  she  could  do  were  she  a  single 

5  woman ;  and  the  amount  recovered  shall  be  for  her  sole  and  separate  use  and  benefit. 

2.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
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A  BILL 

Authorizing  the  Confession  of  Judgments  in  the  Clerk's  Office,  and  for  other  purposes. 


I.  Beit  enacted  by  tlie  general  assembly,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  defendant  in  any  suit, 

2  either  at  law  or  in  equity,  in  his  proper  person,  to  confess  a  judgment  or  decree  in  the  clerk's  office 

3  of  the  court  in  which  the  same  may  have  been  instituted,  for  the  whole  amount  of  the  plaintiff's 

4  demand,  with  costs,  or  for  such  part  thereof  as  the  plaintiff  in  person  or  by  attorney  may  be  willing 

5  to  take  a  judgment  or  decree  for;  and  every  judgment  so  confessed  shall  be  entered  of  record 

6  among  the  office  judgments  of  the  court,  and  every  such  decree  shall  be  entered  in  the  proper 

7  order  book  after  the  orders  of  the  previous  term.  Such  judgment  or  decree  shall  be  final,  and  shall 

8  have  the  same  force  and  effect  as  judgments  or  decrees  rendered  in  open  court,  and  executions  may 

9  be  sued  out  thereupon  in  the  same  manner  as  in  other  cases.    If  the  defendant  shall  desire  to  take 

10  the  oath  of  insolvency  in  order  to  discharge  himself  from  custody  in  any  such  suit,  or  under  any 

1 1  such  judgment  or  decree,  it  sliall  be  lawful  for  him  to  do  so  in  the  same  manner  as  is  or  may  be 

12  prescribed  by  law  in  other  cases;  but  if  the  defendant,  being  in  custody,  shall  give  to  the  plaintiff, 

13  or  in  case  he  shall  reside  out  of  the  county  or  corporation  in  which  the  suit  may  be  brought,  to  his 

14  attorney  employed  therein,  notice  in  writing,  ten  days  previously,  of  the  time  at  which  he  means  to 

15  make  such  confession,  he  shall  be  discharged  from  custody,  unless  the  plaintiff  or  his  attorney  shall 

16  in  person  or  by  an  order  in  writing  pray  him  in  custody;  and  if  the  defendant  shall  be  in  custody 

17  under  any  writ  of  ne  exeat,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court  in  which  the  same  may  have  been  al- 

18  lowed,  or  for  the  judge  thereof,  if  it  be  a  superior  court,  in  vacation,  to  make  an  order  stating  upon 

19  what  terms,  and  for  what  amount,  the  defendant  may  be  permitted  to  confess  a  decree,  in  order  to 

20  his  taking  the  oath  of  insolvency,  or  to  his  discharge ;  and  every  such  defendant,  upon  making 

21  such  confession,  and  complying  with  any  other  terms  which  may  have  been  prescribed  as  afore- 

22  said,  may  be  discharged  in  the  same  manner  as  is  herein  before  provided  in  relation  to  persons  in 

• 
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23  custody  under  judgments  confessed.    All  such  proceedings  shall  be  entered  of  record,  and  shall 

24  be  attested  by  the  clerk  or  deputy  clerk  before  whom  the  judgment  or  decree  shall  be  confessed; 

25  and  all  orders,  notices  and  other  papers  relating  thereto,  shall  be  duly  filed :  Provided,  That  every 

26  judgment  so  entered  may  be  corrected  by  writ  of  error  coram  nobis,  and  every  decree  by  bill  of 

27  review. 

2.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  the  provision  succeeding  the  forty-first  section  of  the  "  act  to 

2  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts  concerning  executions,  and  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors," 

3  passed  February  twenty-fifth,  eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen,  and  printed  in  volume  2nd  of  the 

4  Revised  Code,  appendix  6,  ch.  1,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed,  from  and  after  the  first 

5  day  of  June  next. 

3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  clerks  of  the  circuit  superior  courts 

2  of  law  and  chancery  to  enter  orders  at  rules  appointing  guardians  to  defend  infant  defendants  in 

3  suits  depending  in  the  said  courts,  subject  at  all  times  to  be  set  aside  by  the  courts  when  in  session. 

4.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  passage  thereof. 
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A  BILL 

For  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  A.  Trent  deceased,  and  to  release  the  right  of  the  Literary 

fund  in  certain  cases  to  forfeital  hinds. 


1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  the  right  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the 

2  Literary  fund  to  a  tract  of  land  lying  on  the  waters  of  Clear  creek  in  Greenbrier  county,  of  which 

3  John  A.  Trent  in  his  lifetime  was  possessed  in  fee,  and  which  he  conveyed  in  eighteen  hundred 

4  and  twenty-four  to  trustees  to  secure  a  debt  due  to  Andrew  Beirne,  and  which  has  been  forfeited 

5  to  the  commonwealth  for  the  benefit  of  the  Literary  fund,  for  non-payment  of  taxes,  shall  be,  and 

6  the  same  is  hereby  released  to  the  heirs  and  devisees  of  the  said  Trent ;  they  having  in  October 

7  last,  paid  the  amount  of  taxes  and  damages  due  thereon,  up  to  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 

8  thirty  inclusive ;  subject,  nevertheless  to  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  deed  for  the  benefit  of  the 

9  said  Andrew  Beirne ;  and  subject  also,  to  the  payment  of  the  taxes  which  would  have  accrued 

10  thereon  to  the  commonwealth  if  the  said  land  had  not  been  forfeited  to  the  Literary  fund,  together 

11  with  legal  interest  thereon  until  paid  :  Provided  hotcever,  That  the  said  land  shall  also  be  subject 

12  to  the  payment  of  such  reasonable  charges  and  expenses  as  the  superior  court  of  Greenbrier  shall 

13  allow  to  the  commissioner  of  delinquent  lands  for  that  county  for  his  services  and  expenses  respect- 

14  ing  the  same;  for  which  purpose,  and  for  the  payment  of  the  taxes  and  interest  aforesaid,  the  court 

15  shall  have  the  same  power  to  order  a  sale  of  the  said  land,  aa  if  this  act  had  never  passed. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  when  lands  may  have  been  forfeited  to  the  Lite- 

2  rary  fund  for  non-payment  of  taxes,  if  the  owner  thereof  shall  have  paid,  or  shall  hereafter  pay 

3  into  the  treasury  the  amount  of  taxes  and  damages  due  thereon  before  a  sale  thereof  shall  have 

4  been  actually  made,  the  right  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Literary  fund  to  such  land  shall 

5  be  released :  Provided,  That  the  same  shall  be  liable  to  pay  all  subsequent  taxes  which  would 
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6  have  accrued  lo  the  commonwealth,  if  the  same  had  not  been  forfeited,  together  with  legal  into* 

7  rest  thereon ;  and  also,  all  charges  and  expenses  which  the  court  having  jurisdiction  thereof  may 

8  allow  lo  the  commissioner  of  delinquent  lands  for  his  services  and  expenses  in  respect  to  the  same; 

9  for  which  purposes  the  court  shall  have  the  same  power  to  order  a  sale  as  if  no  taxes  had  been 

10  paid  :  And  provided  cdso,  That  such  release  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  affect  the  rights  of  any 

1 1  other  person  whatever  acquired  under  the  provisions  of  any  act  respecting  western  lands,  or  the 

12  forfeiture  thereof  for  non-payment  of  taxes. 

3.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
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A  BILL 

Concerning  t/te  lien  of  judgments,  and  limiting  proceedings  against  sjtecial  bail  in  certain  cases. 

■ 

1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  every  county 

2  and  corporation  court  within  this  commonwealth  to  keep  and  constantly  to  preserve  in  his  office,  in 

3  well  bound  books,  a  judgment  docket,  in  which  shall  be  regularly  docketed  all  such  unsatisfied 

4  final  judgments  and  decrees  of  his  court,  and  such  forfeited  forthcoming  bonds,  recognizances  and 

5  other  bonds  having  the  force  of  judgments  of  record  in  his  court,  or  on  file  in  his  office,  as  any  per- 

6  son  interested  therein  shall  require  him  to  docket ;  and  all  such  unsatisfied  final  judgments  and 

7  decrees  of  any  other  court  of  record  in  this  commonwealth,  and  all  such  forfeited  forthcoming 

8  bonds,  recognizances  and  other  bonds  having  the  force  of  judgments,  of  record  in  such  other  court, 

9  or  on  file  in  the  clerk's  office  thereof,  as  any  person  interested  therein  shall  desire  to  have  docketed, 

10  and  of  which  an  authenticated  abstract  shall  be  delivered  to  him  for  that  purpose.    In  such  docket 

11  there  shall  be  plainly  set  down  in  separate  columns,  the  date  when  each  judgment  or  decree,  bond 

12  or  recognizance  was  docketed ;  the  date  of  such  judgment,  decree,  bond  or  recognizance ;  the 

13  names,  description  and  residence  of  the  parties,  so  far  as  diey  can  be  ascertained  from  the  record ; 

14  the  debt,  damages,  interest  and  costs  appearing  in  each  case ;  and  the  amount  and  date  of  credits, 

15  if  any;  and  for  the  purpose  of  more  convenient  reference,  there  shall  be  made  and  preserved  in 

16  die  same  books  a  plain  and  accurate  index  of  all  judgments,  decrees,  bonds  and  recognizances 

17  docketed ;  and  every  judgment  shall  in  the  said  index  be  set  down  in  die  alphabetical  order  of  the 

18  names  of  the  debtors.    For  docketing  each  judgment,  decree,  bond  or  recognizance,  the  clerk 

19  shall  be  allowed  a  fee  of  twenty-five  cents,  to  be  paid  by  die  party  requiring  the  service. 

2.  And  be  it  furtfier  enacted,  That  if  any  clerk  shall  fail  to  docket,  without  delay,  in  the  manner 
2  herein  provided,  any  judgment  or  decree,  bond  or  recognizance,  which  he  shall  be  required  to 
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3  docket,  and  of  which  an  authenticated  abstract  shall  be  delivered  to  him  to  be  docketed  as  afore- 

4  said,  or  shall  fail  to  make  and  preserve  the  index  hereby  required  of  him,  he  shall  be  liable  to  the 

5  action  of  the  party  aggrieved  for  such  damages  as  he  may  sustain  thereby  and  costs. 

3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  after  the  day  of  ,  in  the  present  year,  no 

2  judgment  or  decree  of  any  court  within  this  commonwealth,  whensoever  rendered,  and  no  fortb- 

3  coming  bond  or  recognizance,  or  other  bond  having  the  force  of  a  judgment,  whensoever  executed 

4  or  acknowledged,  shall  bind  the  land  of  any  party  to  such  judgment,  decree,  bond  or  recognizance 

5  against  a  bona  Jidc  purchaser  for  valuable  consideration  without  notice,  except  only  from  the  time 

6  when  such  judgment,  decree,  bond  or  recognizance  shall  be  docketed  in  the  county  or  corporation 

7  in  which  such  land  may  be,  and  except  also  as  hereinafter  provided ;  nor  shall  any  such  judgment, 

8  decree,  bond  or  recognizance  against  a  deceased  person  have  any  preference  in  the  administration 

9  of  the  assets  in  the  hands  of  his  executor  or  administrator,  heir  or  devisee,  except  only  from  the 

10  time  when  it  shall  have  been  docketed  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  in  the  county  or  corporation  in 

1 1  which  such  executor  or  administrator,  heir  or  devisee  may  reside,  unless  such  executor,  adminis- 

12  trator,  heir  or  devisee,  at  the  time  when  he  shall  voluntarily  disburse  the  assets  of  his  testator  or 

13  intestate,  or  when  recovery  shall  be  had  against  him  in  favour  of  a  creditor  of  inferior  dignity, 

14  shall  have  actual  notice  of  such  judgment,  decree,  bond  or  recognizance.    Neither  shall  any  such 

15  judgment,  decree,  bond  or  recognizance,  from  and  after  the  expiration  of  from  the  time 

16  when  it  shall  have  been  so  docketed,  have  any  preference  in  the  administration  of  assets  in  the 

17  hands  of  an  executor,  administrator,  heir  or  devisee,  without  notice  thereof  in  writing;  and  every 

18  judgment  and  decree  of  any  court  of  record  in  this  state,  whether  docketed  as  aforesaid  or  not, 

19  shall  bind  the  real  estate  of  the  debtor  as  heretofore,  from  the  first  day  of  the  terra  at  which  it  was 

20  rendered,  for  the  space  of  three  months,  after  the  expiration  of  which,  unless  the  same  shall  have 

21  been  docketed  as  aforesaid,  or  a  writ  of  elegit  shall  have  been  issued  thereon,  it  shall  not  bind  any 

22  lands  in  the  possession  of  a  bona  fide  purchaser  for  valuable  consideration,  except  only  from  the 

23  time  when  it  shall  have  been  docketed,  or  from  the  date  of  the  elegit;  nor  shall  any  judgment  or 

24  decree  bind  the  lands  of  a  debtor  against  any  bona  fide  purchaser  for  valuable  consideration  after 

25  the  period  of  three  years  from  the  time  when  the  same  was  docketed,  or  after  the  return  day  of 
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26  the  elegit,  unless  the  same  be  levied.   And  the  lands  of  no  security  in  any  forthcoming  bond  shall 

27  be  bound  thereby  until  a  judgment  shall  be  rendered  against  him  on  such  bond :  Provided,  That 

28  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  apply  to  recognizances  in  favour  of  the  com- 

29  monwealth,  which  shall  continue  to  have  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if  this  act  had  never  passed. 

4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  writ  of  scire  facias  shall  be  sued  out  against  any  person 

2  who  may  hereafter  become  the  special  bail  in  any  civil  action,  after  the  expiration  of  from 

3  die  day  on  which  the  judgment  was  rendered  against  the  principal,  unless  a  supersedeas  or  injunc- 

4  tion  shall  have  been  granted  to  the  judgment,  or  unless  the  plaintiff  may  have  died,  in  which  cases 

5  the  further  time  of  shall  be  allowed  from  the  affirmance  of  the  judgment,  or  the  disso- 

6  lution  of  the  injunction,  or  the  qualification  of  an  executor  or  administrator,  as  the  case  may  be, 

7  within  which  such  scire  facias  may  be  sued  out ;  and  if  any  writ  of  scire  facias  shall  issue  contrary 

8  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court  to  quash  the  same  on  motion,  or  the  de- 

t  may  plead  this  act  in  bar. 

5.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from 
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A  BILL 

To  amend  the  act,  entitled  «  an  act  to  establish  the  Bank  of  Kanawha." 


1.  Beit  enacted  by  tive  general  assembly,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank 

2  of  Kanawha,  so  soon  as  the  capital  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  shall  have  been  subscribed 

3  and  paid  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entided  "an  act  to  establish  the  Bank  of  Kanawha," 

4  passed  April  the  fourth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  to  locate  said  bank  either  at  Charleston 

5  in  the  county  of  Kanawha,  or  in  said  county,  as  may  seem  most  fit  to  a  majority 
fi  of  said  stockholders. 

2.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
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A  BILL 

To  amend  the  severed  acts  concerning  the  Solemnization  of  Marriages. 

1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  all  publications  of  the  banns  of  matrimony  in  this 

2  slate  shall  be  made  on  three  several  days,  and  in  not  less  time  than  two  weeks,  in  open  and  public 

3  assemblies  convened  for  religious  worship,  or  other  lawful  purposes  within  the  bounds  of  the  re- 

4  spective  congregations,  or  militia  companies,  in  which  the  parties  may  severally  reside. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  minister  authorized  to  celebrate  the  rites  of  matrimony 

2  shall  be  ejected  from  office  by  the  church  to  which  he  belongs,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court 

3  which  may  have  granted  him  a  testimonial  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  to  revoke  such  testimonial : 

4  Provided,  That  no  such  order  of  revocation  shall  be  made  unless  such  minister  shall  have*  been 

5  summoned  ten  days  previously  to  shew  cause  against  the  same. 

3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court  of  any  county,  a  majority  of 

2  the  acting  justices  being  present,  or  having  been  summoned  for  the  purpose,  to  appoint  as  many 

3  persons  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  celebrate  the  rites  of  matrimony  within  the  limits  of  such 

4  county,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  die  act,  entitled  "  an  act  authorizing  the  appointment  of  com- 

5  missioners  to  celebrate  the  rites  of  marriage,"  passed  December  twentieth,  eighteen  hundred  and 

6  thirty;  and  the  testimonials  of  persons  so  appointed  may  be  revoked  in  the  same  manner  as  those 

7  of  ministers  ejected  by  their  churches. 

4.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
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A  BILL 

To  amend  the  "  act  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  concerning  Slaves,  FrccJVcgroes  and  Mulattocs." 


1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  so  much  of  the  nineteenth  section  of  the  act,  enti- 

2  tied  "  an  act  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  concerning  slaves,  free  negroes  and  mulattoes," 

3  passed  March  second,  eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen,  as  fixes  the  pecuniary  penalty  and  forfeiture 

4  at  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars,  and  so  much  of  die  twentieth  section  of  the  said  act  as  fixes  die 

5  additional  penalty  at  ten  dollars  for  the  offences  therein  mentioned,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  so 

6  altered  and  amended  as  to  make  the  said  penalty  in  the  nineteenth  section  not  less  dian  five  nor 

7  more  than  twenty  dollars,  and  that  in  the  twentieth  section  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten 

8  dollars,  to  be  fixed  at  the  discretion  of  the  justice  of  the  peace  before  whom  the  same  shall  be 

9  sued  for  according  to  die  provisions  of  the  said  sections. 

2.  If  any  person  shall  hereafter  secrete,  or  aid  in  secreting,  any  slave,  free  negro  or  mulatto,  or 

2  send  or  aid  in  sending  any  slave,  free  negro  or  mulatto  out  of  the  county  in  which  he  or  she  shall 

3  have  committed  any  offence,  to  any  place  without  this  commonwealth,  so  that  the  said  slave,  free 

4  negro  or  mulatto  cannot  be  apprehended  and  tried  for  such  offence,  upon  conviction  thereof  before 

5  any  justice  of  the  peace,  he  or  she  shall  forfeit  and  pay  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  twenty 

6  dollars,  recoverable  before  said  justice,  die  said  forfeiture  to  be  for  the  use  of  the  overseers  of  the 

7  poor  of  the  county  or  corporation  where  the  offence  shall  be  committed. 

3.  No  appeal  shall  be  allowed  on  any  judgment  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  any  penalty  or  fine 

2  incurred  by  violating  any  of  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  relative  to  slaves,  free  negroes  or  mu- 

3  lattoes,  where  the  amount  of  the  judgment  for  such  penalty  or  fine  shall  not,  as  in  civil  actions, 

4  exceed  ten  dollars,  exclusive  of  costs. 
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4.  Doubts  having  arisen  whether  some  of  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  relative  to  dealing 

2  with  slaves  have  not  been  virtually  repealed  by  subsequent  acts  of  assembly  providing:  for  prose- 

3  cutions  before  other  tribunals  :  lie  it  tltercfore  enacted,  That  all  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  which 

4  this  is  an  amendment,  in  any  way  relative  to  the  dealing  with  or  receiving  from  slaves,  free  ne- 

5  groes  and  mulattoes,  or  otherwise  providing  for  their  restraint  and  police,  except  so  far  as  altered 

6  and  amended  by  this  act,  ever  have  been  and  shall  remain  in  full  force  and  effect ;  and  that  all  the 

7  aforesaid  act,  and  all  other  acts  of  a  like  nature,  since  passed,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  in  full 

8  force,  unless  specially  and  by  title  repealed  or  amended.    And  wherever  different  modes  are  pre- 

9  scribed  in  different  acts  for  prosecuting  similar  offences,  or  provisions  made  for  prosecuting  before 

10  different  tribunals  the  same  or  similar  offences :  ft  is  hereby  declared,  That  it  was  not  and  is  not  the 

11  iutention  of  the  general  assembly  that  such  subsequent  acts  shall  be  in  any  way  construed  to  repeal 

12  the  previous  laws  on  that  subject,  or  bar  prosecutions  under  them,  but  they  shall  only  be  taken  and 

13  considered  as  additional  and  cumulative  thereto;  the  option  being  left  to  the  party  prosecuting, 

14  before  which  tribunal,  and  under  which  act,  he  will  institute  proceedings;  but  having  made  his 

15  election,  an  acquittal  or  a  conviction  under  it  shall  bar  any  further  prosecution  for  the  same  offence, 

16  unless  otherwise  specially  declared  by  the  act  under  which  he  has  so  prosecuted. 

5.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  passage  thereof. 
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A  BILL 

For  the  Support  and  Education  of  Poor  Girls  xoithin  this  Commonwealth. 

1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  Thai  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  overseers  of 

2  the  poor  and  the  school  commissioners  in  any  county  in  this  commonwealth,  to  pay  to  the  mana- 

3  gers  of  the  Female  orphan  asylum  at  Fredericksburg,  for  the  support  and  education  of  such  poor 

4  girls  from  each  of  their  counties  as  shall,  with  their  approbation,  be  placed  in  that  institution,  such 

5  amount  as  they  now  are  or  may  hereafter  be  allowed  by  law  respectively  to  apply  to  the  support 

6  and  education  of  such  poor  girls  within  their  counties. 

2.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  its  passage. 
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A  BILL 

Directing  the  Suspension  of  Surveys. 

1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  the  further  prosecution  of  all  surveys,  examina- 

2  tions  and  locations,  authorized  by  act  of  assembly,  or  by  joint  resolution,  to  be  made  by  the  prin- 

3  cipal  or  any  other  engineer,  at  the  public  expense,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  directed  to  be  suspen- 

4  ded  until  otherwise  provided  by  law. 

2.  Beit  further  enacted,  That  when  any  act  incorporating  a  company  to  construct  a  rail-road, 

2  turnpike  road,  canal,  or  other  improvement,  shall  have  expired,  the  revival  of  such  act  shall  not 

3  be  construed  to  authorize  the  survey,  examination,  or  location,  at  the  expense  of  the  state,  of  the 

4  improvement  contemplated  by  such  act,  unless  it  be  expressly  directed  in  the  act  reviving  the 

5  same. 

3.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  its  passage. 
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A  BILL 

7b  authorize  the  Bank  of  Virginia  to  establish  an  agency  in  the  Totcn  of  Scotlsvilk. 


1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  with 

2  die  assent  of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  given  in  general  meeting  of  said  stockholders  called 

3  for  the  purpose,  after  a  notice  of  two  weeks  in  the  newspapers  published  in  the  city  of  Richmond, 

4  to  establish  in  the  town  of  Scottsville  in  the  county  of  Albemarle,  an  agency  of  said  bank,  with  a 

5  capital  not  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  made  up  from  the  increased  capital  of 

6  said  bank,  which  is  authorized  by  die  fourth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  to  repeal  and  amend 

7  certain  acts  respecting  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth,"  passed  April  fourth,  eighteen  hundred 

8  and  thirty-nine. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  agency  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  authorized  by  the  first 

2  section  of  this  act  shall  be  regulated  and  governed  by  such  rules  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the 

3  stockholders  of  said  bank  in  general  meeting. 

3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  notes  or  bills  negotiable  at  the  said  agency  shall  be,  and 

2  they  are  hereby  placed  upon  the  same  footing  as  notes  or  bills  negotiable  at  the  said  Bank  of  Vir- 

3  ginia,  or  either  of  its  offices  of  discount  and  deposite. 

4.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
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A  BILL 

Amending  the  act  concerning  Commissions  on  Saks  made  under  Decrees  in  Chancery. 

1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  the  courts  of  this  commonwealth  in  construing  the 

2  act  passed  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  March  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  entided  "  an  act  re- 

3  gulating  the  commissions  on  sales  made  under  decrees  in  chancery,  and  for  other  purposes,"  shall 

4  in  no  case  allow  any  greater  commission  on  any  sale  made  under  a  decree  in  chancery,  including 

5  the  collection  and  paying  over  the  proceeds  diereof,  than  is  allowed  by  the  before  recited  act. 

6  And  if  in  any  case  a  sale  shall  be  made  by  one  commissioner,  or  other  officer,  and  the  collection 

7  and  paying  over  the  proceeds  thereof  be  made  by  another  commissioner,  or  other  officer,  it  shall 

8  be  the  duty  of  the  court  rendering  the  decree  under  which  the  sale  and  collection  may  have  beeu 

9  made  to  divide  and  apportion  the  commission  between  the  commissioners  and  other  officers  exe- 
10  cuting  the  decree  or  decrees  as  shall  be  deemed  equitable  and  just 

2.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
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A  BILL 

To  amend  tfie  several  acts  concerning  the  Court  of  Appeals,  and  the  taking  and  trying  appeals  in 

chancery  cases,  and  for  other  purposes. 


1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  judges  of  the  court  of 

2  appeals  when  sitting:  both  in  Richmond  and  Lewisburg,  to  assign  two  of  their  number  to  hold  an 

3  equity  chamber  of  the  court  for  the  trial  of  all  appeals  in  chancery  suits,  which  in  their  opinion  may 

4  be  properly  tried  by  two  judges.   And  the  other  three  judges,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  consti- 

5  tute  a  quorum,  and  may  at  the  same  time  hold  the  court  for  the  trial  of  all  other  causes ;  but  when- 

6  ever,  in  their  opinion,  it  may  be  necessary  to  settle  any  question  of  conflicting  jurisdiction  be- 

7  tween  the  courts  of  law  and  equity,  or  any  other  question  of  novelty  or  difficulty  and  importance, 

8  the  court  shall  be  constituted  as  is  at  present  required  by  law.    If  the  judges  either  in  the  equity 

9  chamber,  or  in  the  court  when  composed  of  two  only,  shall  be  equally  divided  in  opinion  about  the 

10  decision  of  any  cause,  the  same  shall  be  placed  among  the  causes  to  be  tried  by  a  court  as  at  pre- 

11  sent  constituted.    A  separate  order  book  shall  be  kept  for  the  equity  chamber  of  the  court;  and 

12  all  orders,  decrees  and  proceedings  of  the  judges  diereof,  shall  be  entered  in  die  same,  and  shall 

13  have  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if  made  by  the  whole  court.    And  the  other  order  book  shall 

14  be  kept  as  at  present.    The  present  clerks  and  other  officers  of  the  courts  in  Richmond  and  in 

15  Lewisburg  shall  be  cx-officio  clerks  and  officers  of  each  of  the  equity  chambers  of  the  courts  re- 

16  spectively;  and  the  records  and  papers  thereof  shall  be  preserved  in  all  respects  as  other  records 

17  of  the  court ;  and  copies  thereof,  when  required,  shall  be  attested  by  the  said  clerks  respectively 

18  as  records  of  the  court  of  appeals. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when  any  party  shall  desire  to  obtain  an  appeal  from  any  de- 

2  cree  or  order  of  any  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery,  made  in  any  chancer}'  suit,  it  shall 

3  be  lawful  for  him  either  at  the  hearing  of  the  cause,  or  at  any  time  within  twelve  months  there- 
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4  after,  to  require  the  court,  or  the  judge  thereof  in  vacation,  to  state  and  certify  all  die  facts  which  in 

5  the  opinion  of  the  judge,  may  be  legally  proved  by  the  depositions  in  the  case,  and  every  such 

6  certificate  shall  be  signed  by  the  judge  and  shall  be  filed  among  die  papers,  and  taken  to  be  a 

7  part  of  the  record  of  the  case;  and  such  certificate  shall  in  the  court  of  appeals  be  deemed  to  be 

8  the  evidence  in  the  cause,  instead  of  die  depositions,  which  in  no  case  hereafter  decided  in  any 

9  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery,  shall  constitute  a  part  of  die  record.    Saving,  however, 

10  to  infants,  femes  covert,  and  persons  non  compos  mentis,  a  further  time  of  twelve  months  after  his  or 

11  her  disability  shall  be  removed,  for  obtaining  such  certificate. 

3.  And  be  it  furtfier  enacted,  That  every  decree  of  a  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery 

2  as  to  matters  of  account,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  correct,  unless  some  error  therein  be 

3  set  forth  and  shewn  by  bill  of  exceptions  to  the  opinion  of  the  court,  to  be  signed  and  sealed  by 

4  the  judge,  as  is  customary  in  die  trial  of  actions  at  law ;  and  the  accounts  and  commissioner's  re- 

5  ports  in  the  cause,  except  such  portions  as  may  be  inserted  in  the  bill  of  exceptions,  shall  not  be 

6  copied  in  the  record  of  appeal. 

4.  And  be  it  furtfier  enacted,  That  hereafter  no  appeal  shall  be  granted  to  the  court  of  appeals, 

2  unless  the  matter  in  controversy,  at  the  date  of  the  judgment  or  decree,  exclusive  of  costs, 

3  shall  be  equal  to  diree  hundred  dollars,  or  nine  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco,  or  be  a  freehold  or 

4  franchise ;  or  unless  such  freehold  or  franchise,  or  the  title  or  bounds  of  laud  shall  be  drawn  in 

5  question;  or  unless  in  chancery  cases,  where  lands,  slaves,  or  other  specific  property  shall  be  the 

6  subject  of  the  decree  or  order;  and  in  all  judgments  on  penal  obligations,  the  sum  by  which  the 

7  judgment  at  its  date  may  be  discharged,  and  not  the  penalty,  shall  be  the  measure  of  the  juris- 

8  diction. 

5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  judgment  or  decree  of  any  circuit  superior  court  of  law 

2  and  chancery  shall  be  reversed  in  the  court  of  appeals  for  any  omission  or  error  in  the  proceed- 

3  tags,  judgment  or  decree  in  any  matter  which  does  not  satisfactorily  appear  to  have  been  acuially 

4  passed  upon  and  adjudicated  by  such  court ;  but  the  party  considering  himself  aggrieved  thereby, 

5  may  sue  out  a  writ  of  error  coram  nobis,  or  supersedeas,  or  obtain  a  rehearing  in  the  nature  of  an 
G  appeal  from  the  judge  of  the  same  court,  upon  a  petition  for  that  purpose ;  whereupon  die  like 
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7  proceeding's  shall  be  had  before  the  said  court  as  would  have  been  had  if  such  appeal,  writ  of 

8  error  or  supersedeas  had  been  awarded  as  heretofore  by  the  court  of  appeals.   And  from  the  judg- 

9  ment  of  the  said  court  refusing  an  appeal,  writ  of  error  or  supersedeas,  and  from  its  judgment 

10  upon  the  same,  if  granted,  either  party  may  apply  for  an  appeal,  writ  of  error  or  supersedeas  to 

11  the  court  of  appeals,  as  in  other  cases. 

6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  objection  to  the  jurisdiction  of  a  court  of  equity,  on  the 

2  ground  that  the  remedy  of  the  plaintiff  was  in  the  courts  of  law,  shall  avail  the  defendant,  unless 

3  such  objection  be  made  by  demurrer  or  plea  to  the  jurisdiction ;  nor  shall  any  want  of  jurisdiction 

4  be  assigned  in  the  court  of  appeals  for  error  in  any  case,  unless  such  objection  shall  have  been 

5  made  in  die  court  below,  and  have  been  overruled  therein. 

7.  This  act  shall  commence  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the 
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A  BILL 

To  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Portsmouth  and  Roanoke  Rail-Road  Company. 


1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  president  and 

2  directors  of  the  Portsmouth  and  Roanoke  rail-road  company  to  sell,  in  shares  of  fifty  dollars  each, 

3  from  time  to  time,  so  much  of  the  capital  stock  of  said  company  authorized  to  be  increased  by  an 

4  act  of  the  twentieth  of  March  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  as  may  not  have  been  subscribed 

5  for  at  the  passage  of  this  act,  with  a  guarantee  on  the  part  of  said  company  for  the  payment  to  the 

6  purchaser  or  purchasers  of  said  increased  capital  stock,  of  six  per  centum  per  annum  on  each  share, 

7  to  be  paid  at  the  company's  office  semi-annually,  on  the  first  day  of  January  and  July  in  each  year. 

8  To  secure  to  the  holders  of  said  new  stock  die  payment  of  said  dividend  or  interest,  the  profits 

9  and  die  stock  of  the  said  company  shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  pledged.   And  if  at  any  time 

10  hereafter  the  dividends  or  profits  on  the  whole  capital  stock  of  the  company  shall  exceed  six  per 

11  centum  per  annum,  such  excess  shall  be  divided  between  the  old  and  new  stockholders,  according 

12  to  the  respective  shares  of  each :  Provided  hmcever,  That  no  such  guarantee  or  pledge  shall  be 

13  given,  until  the  stockholders,  in  a  general  meeting  convened  after  ten  days  notice,  shall  have  ex- 

14  pressed  their  assent  by  the  concurrence  of  three  fourths  of  the  votes  of  all  the  stockholders  in  said 

15  company :  And  provided  moreover,  That  the  said  president  and  directors  shall  have  the  right  at  any 

16  time  within  ten  years  from  the  sale  of  such  new  stock,  to  cancel  the  same,  upon  payment  to  the 

17  holders  thereof  the  par  value  of  such  stock,  with  all  interest  or  dividends  then  due.   But  until  such 

18  payment,  such  stock  shall  be  held  upon  like  terms  in  all  respects  with  the  original  capital,  except 

19  so  far  as  is  herein  otherwise  provided. 

2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  said  president  and  directors  shall  fail  to  pay  the  interest  or 
2  dividend  on  any  share  or  shares  of  said  new  stock,  after  it  shall  have  become  due,  and  payment 
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3  thereof  shall  have  been  demanded  at  the  office  of  the  company,  the  amount  thereof  may  be  reco- 

4  vered  by  warrant  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  Norfolk  county,  upon  five  days  notice  to  the 

5  president  or  any  director,  or  the  treasurer  of  the  company,  if  such  amount  does  not  exceed  twenty 

6  dollars,  and  if  it  exceed  that  amount  it  may  be  recovered  by  motion,  upon  like  notice,  before  the 

7  county  or  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery  for  said  county. 

3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Portsmouth  and  Roanoke  rail- 

2  road  company,  with  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  stockholders  of  said  company,  in  general 

3  meeting  assembled,  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  sell  at  public  auction,  or  otherwise, 

4  a  certain  piece  of  land,  containing-  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  belonging  to  said  company  and 

5  situated  in  the  county  of  Northampton  in  the  slate  of  North  Carolina,  and  to  appropriate  the  mo- 

6  ney  arising  from  the  sale  of  said  land  towards  die  payment  of  the  debts  of  said  company  ;  and  the 

7  right  of  the  commonwealth  to  the  said  land  under  a  mortgage  from  the  said  company  shall  be  and 

8  the  same  is  hereby  released. 

And  whereas  by  an  act  passed  the  eighth  of  April  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  entitled 

2  "an  act  releasing  to  the  Portsmouth  and  Roanoke  rail-road  company  a  wharf  in  the  town  of 

3  Portsmouth,"  authority  was  given  to  said  company  to  sell  their  property  in  Portsmouth  known  as 

4  Weston's  wharf,  upon  condition  of  their  executing  a  mortgage  upon  one  moiety  of  the  Weldon  toll 

5  bridge,  to  secure  the  commonwealth  against  loss  in  consequence  of  such  release,  which  wharf  was 

6  sold  for  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  the  mortgage  executed  accordingly: 

4.  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  That  upon  the  payment  to  the  board  of  public  works  by  the  said  com- 

2  pany  of  the  amount  for  which  said  wharf  was  sold,  die  said  board  is  hereby  authorized  to  exe- 

3  cute  to  said  company  a  release  of  the  mortgage  executed  by  the  said  company  in  conformity  to 

4  the  said  act  of  the  eighth  April  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine  aforesaid. 

5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Portsmouth  and  Roanoke  rail-road  com- 

2  pany,  the  Petersburg  rail-road  company,  and  the  Greensville  and  Roanoke  rail-road  company,  to 

3  charge  at  the  rate  of  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  ton  per  mile  for  all  freight  transported  on  the 

4  said  roads  respectively,  and  eight  cents  per  mile  for  all  passengers  carried  thereon :  Provided, 

5  That  no  greater  charge  than  is  now  authorized  by  law  shall  be  made  for  the  transportation  of 
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6  lime  and  gypsum :  Provided,  however,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 

7  affect  or  repeal  the  act  of  the  fifth  March  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  authorizing  a  change 

8  in  the  mode  of  charging  tolls  on  the  Portsmouth  and  Roanoke  rail-road ;  which  said  act  is  hereby 

9  declared  to  be  in  full  force  and  operation :  And  prowled  also,  That  the  legislature  reserves  to 
10  itself  the  power  of  repealing  this  section  at  pleasure. 

6.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  its  passage. 
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A  BILL 

Imposing  Taxes  for  the  Support  of  Government. 

1 .  Beit  enacted  by  tiie  general  assembly,  That  die  public  taxes  for  the  year  eighteen  hund  red 

2  and  forty,  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit:  On  lands,  (except  such  as  are  exempted  by  law  from  tax- 

3  ation,)  for  every  hundred  dollars  value  thereof,  (agreeably  to  the  "  act  for  arranging  the  counties 

4  into  districts  for  the  election  of  senators,  and  for  equalizing  the  land  tax,"  passed  February  the 

5  eighteenth,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen,  and  die  "  act  further  to  amend  and  ex- 

6  plain  the  act,  enUtled  '  an  act  for  arranging  the  counties  into  districts  for  the  elecdon  of  senators, 

7  and  for  equalizing  the  land  tax,'  "  passed  March  the  first,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  nine- 

8  teen.)  twelve  and  an  half  cents;  for  all  houses  and  lots  in  any  city,  borough  or  town,  (except  such 

9  as  are  exempted  by  law  from  taxation,)  three  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  for  every  hundred  dol- 

10  lars  yearly  rent  or  annual  value  thereof;  for  all  houses  and  lots  in  any  city,  borough  or  town,  (ex- 

1 1  ccpt  such  as  are  exempted  by  law  from  taxation,)  improved,  and  not  rented  or  occupied,  and  for 

12  all  unimproved  lots*  as  aforesaid,  fifteen  cents  for  ever)'  hundred  dollars  value  thereof,  agreeably 

13  to  the  above  cited  acts  for  arranging  the  counties  into  districts  for  the  election  of  senators,  and  for 

14  equalizing  the  land  tax ;  for  every  slave  above  the  age  of  twelve  years,  (except  such  as  have  been 

15  or  may  be  exempted  in  consequence  of  age  or  infirmity,  by  the  respective  county  and  corporation 

16  courts,)  forty  cents;  for  every  stallion  or  jackass,  twice  the  price  at  which  such  stallion  or  jackass 

17  covers  a  mare  by  the  season,  and  when  the  services  of  such  stallion  or  jackass  is  charged  for,  not 

18  in  money,  but  in  provisions  or  other  commodities  of  value,  then  twice  the  alternative  value  of  such 

19  property  in  money,  such  value  to  be  fixed  by  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue ;  for  all  other  horses, 

20  mares,  asses,  mules  and  colts,  twelve  and  an  half  cents  each ;  for  every  riding  or  pleasure  carriage, 

21  stage  coach,  jersey  wagon  or  carryall,  and  harness  belonging  thereto,  one  and  a  fourth  per  centum 

22  on  the  value  thereof,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue  in  the  manner  pre- 


Digitized  by  Google 


2  [Bill  No.  256.] 

23  scribed  by  law :  Provided,  That  not  less  than  two  dollars  shall  be  paid  on  each  four  wheel  riding 

24  or  pleasure  carriage,  stage  coach  and  harness;  and  noHess  dian  one  dollar  on  each  jersey  wagon 

25  or  carryall  and  harness ;  and  not  less  than  fifty  cents  on  each  two  wheel  riding  or  pleasure  carriage 

26  and  harness. 

2.  There  shall  also  be  levied,  collected  and  paid,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law,  the  following 

2  taxes,  to  wit :  for  each  writ  or  declaration  in  ejectment,  or  other  process  instituting  a  suit  in  a  su- 

3  perior  court  of  law,  one  dollar;  for  each  subpeena  in  a  superior  court  of  chancery,  one  dollar;  for 

4  each  writ  of  error,  supersedeas  and  habeas  corpus  cum  causa,  filing  record  of  appeal  or  appeals  to 

5  a  superior  court  of  law  or  chancery ;  and  for  each  writ  of  certiorari  issuing  from  the  general  court 

6  or  superior  court  of  law  or  chancery,  two  dollars ;  for  each  appeal  from  a  superior  court  of  law 

7  and  chancery  to  die  court  of  appeals,  and  for  each  supersedeas  or  writ  of  error  issuing  from  the 

8  court  of  appeals,  three  dollars;  for  each  writ  or  declaration  in  ejectment,  or  subpeena  instituting  a 

9  suit  in  any  county  or  corporation  court,  seventy-five  cents ;  for  each  certificate  under  the  seal  of 

10  any  superior  or  inferior  court  of  law  or  chancery,  (except  such  as  are  exempted  by  law  from  tax- 

11  ation,)  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents;  for  every  transfer  of  a  surveyor's  certificate  in  the  register's  office, 

12  two  dollars;  for  every  attestation,  protestation,  or  other  instrument  of  publication  by  a  notary  pub- 

13  lie  under  his  seal  of  office,  one  dollar  and  seventy-five  cents;  for  every  certificate  under  the  seal  of 

14  the  commonwealth,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

3.  There  shall  be  levied,  collected  and  paid,  on  the  several  licenses  hereinafter  mentioned,  to  be 

2  granted  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law,  die  following  taxes,  to  wit:  on  every  ordinary  license, 

3  or  license  to  keep  a  house  of  public  entertainment,  a  tax  of  not  less  than  eighteen  dollars,  and  if 

4  the  yearly  rent  or  annual  value  of  such  ordinary  or  house  of  public  entertainment  (to  be  ascertained 

5  by  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law,)  shall  exceed  one  hundred 

6  and  fifty  dollars,  an  additional  tax,  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  centum,  on  such  excess  of  yearly  rent  or 

7  annual  value ;  on  every  license  to  keep  a  house  of  private  entertainment,  a  tax  of  not  less  than 

8  five  dollars,  and  if  the  yearly  rent  or  annual  value  of  such  house  of  private  entertainment  (to  be 

9  ascertained  by  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law,)  shall  exceed 
10  fifty  dollars,  an  additional  tax,  at  the  rate  of  seven  and  an  half  per  centum,  on  such  excess  of 
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11  yearly  rent  or  annual  value;  on  every  license  for  selling  goods,  wares,  merchandize,  and  other 

12  articles  of  foreign  or  domestic  growth,  production  or  manufacture,  or  both,  or  either,  at  the  same 

13  place,  to  a  wholesale  merchant  seventy-five  dollars,  and  to  a  retail  merchant  twenty-five  dollars; 

14  on  every  license  to  a  vendue  master,  where  the  operations  of  said  vendue  master  are  carried  on  in 

15  any  city,  town  or  borough  in  which  the  population  exceeds  two  thousand,  the  sum  of  eighty  dol- 

16  lars ;  and  where  said  vendue  master's  operations  are  carried  on  in  any  city,  town  or  borough  where 

17  the  population  is  less  than  two  thousand,  or  where  the  operations  are  carried  on  out  of  any  city, 

18  town  or  borough,  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars;  on  every  license  to  a  broker,  two  hundred  dollars; 

19  on  every  license  to  sell  foreign  lottery  tickets,  and  lottery  tickets  in  lotteries  authorized  by  the  laws 

20  of  this  commonwealth,  in  each  city,  town,  borough  or  county,  one  thousand  dollars ;  on  every  li- 

21  cense  to  sell  lottery  tickets  in  such  lotteries  only  as  are  authorized  by  the  laws  of  this  common- 

22  wealth,  in  each  city,  town,  borough  or  county,  two  hundred  dollars ;  on  every  license  to  a  hawker 

23  or  pedlar  to  sell  or  barter  goods,  wares,  merchandize,  and  other  articles  of  foreign  or  domestic 

24  growth,  production  or  manufacture,  (except  the  article  of  clocks,)  in  each  county  or  corporation 

25  where  he  or  she  shall  sell  or  barter  any  of  the  aforesaid  articles,  thirty-five  dollars ;  on  every  li- 

26  cense  to  a  hawker  or  pedlar  dealing  in  tin  and  pewter  only,  in  each  county  or  corporation  where 

27  he  or  she  shall  trade,  fifteen  dollars;  on  every  license  to  a  hawker  or  pedlar  dealing  either  wholly 

28  or  partly  in  clocks,  in  every  county  or  corporation  where  he  or  she  shall  trade,  one  hundred  dollars ; 

29  on  every  license  to  an  exhibitor  of  a  public  show,  fifty  dollars  in  each  county  or  corporation  where 

30  the  same  shall  be  exhibited. 

4.  Be  ii  further  enacted,  That  all  clocks  which  shall  be  offered  for  sale  by  a  hawker  or  pedlar 

2  shall  be  deemed  to  have  been  manufactured  tcitltout  the  limits  of  this  commonwealth,  and  be  liable 

3  to  taxation,  unless  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue  or  other  revenue  officer,  within  whose  district 

4  such  clocks  shall  be  so  offered  for  sale  shall  be  fully  satisfied  that  the  same  were  bona  fide  of  the 

5  manufacture  of  this  state. 

5.  This  act  shall  commence  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  passing  thereof. 
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A  BILL 

Concerning  tlie  Public  Armory. 


Whereas,  die  common  hall  of  the  city  of  Richmond  has  granted  permission  for  the  use  of  water 

2  from  the  city  water  works,  for  the  extinguishment  of  fire  only,  at  the  armory,  provided  the  com- 

3  monwealth  will  lay  down  a  four  inch  pipe,  subject  to  be  tapped  for  private  supplies  as  die  water- 

4  ing  committee  may  deem  expedient,  and  also  subject  to  such  restrictions  as  the  hall,  or  the  water- 

5  ing  committee,  shall  prescribe  for  the  purpose  of  practising  with  the  hose ;  the  work  to  be  done 

6  by  the  superintendent  of  the  water  works  at  the  expense  of  the  commonwealth : 

1.  Beit  therefore  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  the  superintendent  of  die  public  armory 

2  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  as  soon  as  practicable  after  die  passage  of  this  act 

3  to  contract  with  the  superintendent  of  the  water  works  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  for  the  purpose 

4  of  having  conducted,  in  iron  pipes  of  four  inches  calibre,  to  be  laid  a  suitable  distance  below  the 

5  surface,  the  water,  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  the  preamble,  from  the  northwest  corner  of  the 

6  public  warehouse,  along  B  street,  to  the  margin  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  canal,  thence 

7  along  the  margin  of  the  canal  to  and  along  the  whole  front  of  the  armory,  widi  a  fire  plug  at  each 

8  corner  of  the  same,  and  from  the  proper  point  to  continue  the  line  of  pipes  as  aforesaid  under  the 

9  door  way  to  the  centre,  as  near  as  may  be  convenient,  of  the  area  of  die  armory,  and  from  that 
10  point  in  a  transverse  line  the  extent  of  the  area  with  a  fire  plug  at  each  end. 

2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  when  the  work  herein  required  to  be  done  shall  have  been  com- 

2  pieted,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  superintendent  of  the  armory  to  make  a  report  to  the  ex- 

3  ecutive,  and  if  the  same  be  approved,  the  expenses  attending  the  execution  thereof  shall  be  paid 

4  by  warrant  of  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  upon  the  treasurer,  and  the  sum  of  seventeen  hun- 

5  dred  and  fifty  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  same. 
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3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  governor  of  the  commonwealth  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized 
2  to  cause  the  two  rooms  in  the  armory  immediately  adjoining  the  quarters  of  the  superintendent, 

|3  on  the  east  side  thereof,  to  be  repaired  and  fitted  up  and  assigned  to  said  superintendent  for  the 

4  accommodation  of  himself  and  family,  in  addition  to  his  present  quarters,  the  cost  of  said  repair 

5  and  fitting  up  to  be  paid  by  warrant  of  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  upon  the  treasurer,  and  the 

6  sum  of  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  same. 

4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  governor  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  the  breach 

2  in  the  culvert  conveying  the  water  to  the  boring  mill  to  be  repaired,  the  cost  thereof  to  be  paid  in 

3  like  manner  as  aforesaid,  and  the  sum  of  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the 

4  same. 

5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  several  sums  of  money  herein  appropriated  shall  be  paid  out 
2  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

6.  This  act  shall  commence  and  be  in  force  from  its  passage. 


* 
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A  BILL 

Appropriating  the  Public  Hevenue. 


1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  the  taxes  and  arrears  of  taxes  due  prior  to  the 

2  first  day  of  October  last,  and  not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  all  other  branches  of  revenue, 

3  and  all  public  moneys  not  otherwise  appropriated  by  law,  which  shall  come  into  the  public 

4  treasury  prior  to  the  first  day  of  October  next,  and  the  surplus  of  all  appropriations  hereto- 

5  fore  made,  shall  constitute  a  general  fund,  and  be  appropriated  as  follows,  to  wit :  To  the  expenses 

6  of  the  general  assembly,  ninety-six  thousand  dollars;  to  the  salaries  and  allowances  of  the  officers 

7  of  civil  government,  eighty  thousand  dollars;  to  the  commissioners  of  the  revenue,  and  clerks  for 

8  examining  commissioners'  books,  thirty-two  thousand  dollars;  to  defray  criminal  charges,  including 

9  the  expense  of  guarding  jails,  thirty-eight  thousand  dollars;  to  pay  die  interest  on  certain  certi- 

10  ficates  of  public  debt,  viz :  for  one  year  on  seven  per  cent,  debt  due  the  literary  fund,  twenty-two 

1 1  thousand  three  hundred  and  Uiirty  dollars ;  half  a  year's  interest  unpaid  on  the  first  of  October  last, 

12  but  chargeable  on  the  present  fiscal  year,  eleven  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars ;  one 

13  year's  interest  on  six  per  cent,  debt  held  by  die  literary  fund,  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty- 

14  two  dollars  thirty-five  cents ;  one  year's  interest  on  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  five  per 

15  cent,  stock  subscribed  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company,  created  by  the  act  passed  on  the 

16  twentieth  of  February  eighteen  hundred  and  diirty-three,  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

17  the  amount  of  interest  on  said  debt  unpaid  on  the  first  of  October  last,  three  hundred  and  seventy- 

18  five  dollars;  the  interest  on  two  hundred  and  ninety-eight  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars  certifi- 

19  cates  issued  to  pay  commonwealth's  subscription  to  the  stock  of  the  Exchange  bank,  seventeen 

20  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars;  a  balance  chargeable  on  the  fiscal  year  remaining 

21  unpaid  on  the  first  of  October  last,  thirty-nine  dollars  and  three  cents ;  interest  on  eighty-eight 
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22  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars,  certificates  issued  to  pay  commonwealth's  subscrip- 

23  lion  to  the  stock  of  die  Northwestern  bank,  five  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars  and 

24  fifty-two  cents;  to  pay  contingent  expenses  of  courts,  including  allowances  to  clerks,  attorneys, 

25  sheriffs  and  jailors,  twenty-seven  thousand  dollars;  to  the  payment  of  pensions  allowed  by  law, 

26  one  thousand  six  hundred  dollars;  as  a  civil  contingent  fund,  ten  thousand  dollars;  to  militia  es- 

27  tablishment,  including  services  of  clerks  of  courts  of  enquiry,  adjutants,  sergeant  majors,  provosts 

28  martial  and  expresses,  and  for  the  purchase  of  colours,  horns,  drums,  fifes,  and  the  pay  of  muai- 

29  cians,  where  the  fines  of  the  regiment  are  insufficient,  and  also  including  the  pay  of  the  adjutant 

30  general,  twenty-seven  thousand  dollars;  to  the  iuternal  charges  of  the  penitentiary  house,  six 

31  thousand  dollars ;  to  the  penitentiary  officers'  salaries,  eight  thousand  two  hundred  dollars ;  to  the 

32  transportation  of  convicts  to  the  penitentiary,  six  thousand  dollars;  to  the  public  guard  in  the  city 

33  of  Richmond,  twenty-two  thousand  dollars;  for  slaves  executed  and  transported,  thirteen  thousand 

34  dollars ;  to  expense  of  representation  to  congress  aud  state  senate,  five  hundred  dollars ;  to  public 

35  warehouses,  including  pay  of  superintendents  and  repairs,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars: 

36  to  civil  prosecutions,  including  clerks',  sheriffs'  and  marshals'  fees,  three  hundred  dollars;  to  the 

37  expenses  of  the  guard  at  Lexington  arsenal  to  pay  outstanding  claims,  two  thousand  four  hundred 

38  dollars;  for  the  collection  aud  transportation  of  arms,  three  hundred  dollars;  as  a  military  conun- 

39  gent  fund,  including  claims  for  services  during  the  last  war,  one  thousand  dollars;  for  the  support 

40  of  the  Western  lunatic  hospital,  a  sum  equal  to  the  balance  remaining  after  deducting  die  value  of 

41  the  clothing  furnished  die  said  hospital  at  the  penitentiary  during  the  year  ending  the  thirtieth  of 

42  September  last,  from  the  sum  of  seventeen  thousand  dollars;  for  the  support  of  the  lunatic  hospi- 

43  tal  at  Williamsburg,  a  sum  equal  to  die  balance  remaining,  after  deducting  the  value  of  the  cloth- 

44  iug  furnished  the  said  hospital  at  the  penitentiary,  during  the  year  ending  the  thirtieth  of  Scptem- 

45  her  last,  from  the  sum  of  sixteen  thousand  dollars ;  to  the  manufactory  of  arms,  for  rent  of  water 

46  from  the  James  river  company,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty  dollars ;  for  the  transpor- 

47  tation  and  maintenance  of  lunatics  confined  in  the  county  jails,  seven  thousand  dollars ;  for  reports 

48  of  decisions  in  the  court  of  appeals  and  general  court,  four  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars ;  for 

49  the  payment  of  artificers  at  the  armory,  three  diousand  five  hundred  dollars;  to  the  vaccine  agent 
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50  five  hundred  dollars;  for  the  construction  of  public  roads,  twenty  thousand  dollars;  military  school 

51  at  Lexington,  six  thousand  dollars;  to  defray  the  expenses  on  the  re-assessment  of  lands,  fifty 

52  thousand  dollars;  repairs  and  improvements  to  the  hall  of  the  house  of  delegates  and  interior  of 

53  the  capitol,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars ;  to  pay  an  allowance  to  the  audi- 

54  tor  of  public  accounts,  as  a  compensation  for  extra  services  in  revising,  compiling  and  preparing 

55  the  several  bills  in  relation  to  the  revenue  laws  and  odier  subjects,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ; 

56  to  the  temporary  clerk  employed  by  the  committee  on  banks,  the  same  compensation  as  is  allowed 

57  by  law  to  the  clerks  of  the  standing  committees. 
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2.  Beit  further  enacted,  That  should  the  exigencies  of  the  commonwealth,  in  the  opinion  of  the 

2  executive  require  it,  he  shall  and  is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  under  the  advice  of  the  coun- 

3  cil  of  state,  to  direct  the  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth  to  resort  to  a  temporary  loan  to  meet  such 

4  exigencies,  and  that  such  loan  be  paid  out  of  the  first  receipts  into  the  treasury  for  the  present 

5  fiscal  year. 

3.  Be  it  furilwr  enacted,  That  so  much  of  the  public  revenue,  and  all  other  moneys  not  other- 

2  wise  appropriated  by  law,  as  may  be  received  into  die  public  treasury  after  the  thirtieth  day  of 

3  September  next,  and  the  surplus  of  all  other  appropriations  heretofore  made,  shall  constitute  a 

4  general  fund  to  defray  such  expenses  authorized  by  law  as  are  not  herein  particularly  provided 

5  for,  and  to  defray  the  current  and  other  expenses  of  die  commonwealth  in  the  fiscal  year  which 

6  will  commence  on  the  first  day  of  October  next  and  terminate  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  September 

7  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one ;  and  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  is  hereby  authorized 

8  and  required  to  issue  his  warrants  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  sums  had  been  specifically  men- 

9  tioncd,  subject  to  such  exceptions,  limitations  and  conditions,  as  the  general  assembly  may  pre- 
10  scribe  by  law. 

4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  revenue  of  the  fund  for  internal  improvement  shall  at  any 

2  time  be  insufficient  to  meet  the  payment  of  the  interest  charged  on  the  said  fund,  as  it  shall  become 

3  due,  upon  loans  obtained  for  the  purposes  of  internal  improvement,  under  existing  or  future  acts 

4  of  the  general  assembly,  such  interest  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  other- 

5  wise  appropriated ;  and  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  upon  the 

6  receipt  of  the  order  or  orders  of  the  board  of  public  works,  certifying  the  fact  of  such  insufficiency 

7  in  the  funds  of  the  said  board,  to  issue  his  warrant  or  warrants  in  their  favour  for  the  necessary 

8  sum  or  sums,  which  shall  be  deposited  in  the  treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  fund  for  internal  im- 

9  provement,  to  be  applied  by  the  said  board,  on  the  warrants  of  the  second  auditor,  towards  die 

10  payment  of  such  interest. 

5.  This  act  shall  commence  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  passing  thereof. 
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A  BILL 

Imposing  Taxes  for  the  Support  of  Government. 

1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  That  the  public  taxes  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred 

2  and  forty,  shall  be  as  follows :  On  lands,  (except  such  as  are  exempted  by  law  from  taxation,)  for 

3  every  hundred  dollars  value  thereof,  (agreeably  to  the  assessment  of  lands  made  pursuant  to  the 

4  "  act  providing  for  the  re-assessment  of  lands  in  this  commonwealth,"  passed  March  the  twenty- 

5  fourth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  and  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 

6  '  an  act  providing  for  the  rc-assessment  of  lands  in  this  commonwealth,'  "  passed  March  the  first, 

7  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine,)  ten  cents ;  for  all  houses  and  lots  in  any  city,  borough  or  town, 

8  (except  such  as  are  exempted  by  law  from  taxation,)  two  and  an  half  dollars  for  every  hundred 

9  dollars  yearly  rent  or  annual  value  thereof;  for  all  houses  and  lots  in  any  city,  borough  or  town, 

10  (except  such  as  are  exempted  by  law  from  taxation,)  improved  and  not  rented  or  occupied,  and  for 

11  all  unimproved  lots  as  aforesaid,  ten  cents  for  every  hundred  dollars  value  thereof,  agreeably  to  the 

12  above  cited  acts  providing  for  a  re-assessment  of  lands  in  this  commonwealth;  for  every  slave 

13  above  the  age  of  twelve  years,  (except  such  as  have  been  or  may  be  exempted  in  consequence  of 

14  age  or  infirmity,  by  the  respective  county  and  corporation  courts,)  thirty  cents ;  for  every  stallion 

15  or  jackass,  twice  the  price  at  which  such  stallion  or  jackass  covers  a  mare  by  the  season,  and  when 

16  the  services  of  such  stallion  or  jackass  is  charged  for,  not  in  money,  but  in  provisions  or  other 

17  commodities  of  value,  then  twice  the  alternative  value  of  such  property  in  money,  such  value  to 

18  be  fixed  by  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue ;  for  all  other  horses,  marcs,  asses,  mules  and  colts, 

19  eight  cents  each ;  for  every  riding  or  pleasure  carriage,  stage  coach,  jersey  wagon  or  carryall,  and 

20  harness  belonging  thereto,  one  per  centum  on  die  value  thereof  to  be  ascertained  by  the  comniis- 

21  sioner  of  the  revenue  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law :  Provided,  That  not  less  than  two  dollars 

22  shall  be  paid  on  each  four  wheel  riding  or  pleasure  carriage,  stage  coach  and  harness,  and  not  less 
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23  than  one  dollar  on  each  jersey  wagon  or  carryall  and  harness,  and  not  less  than  fifty  cents  on 

24  each  two  wheel  riding1  or  pleasure  carriage  and  harness. 

2.  There  shall  also  be  levied,  collected  and  paid,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law,  the  following 

2  taxes,  to  wit :  for  each  writ  or  declaration  in  ejectment,  or  other  process  instituting  a  suit  in  a  su- 

3  perior  court  of  law,  seventy-five  cents;  for  each  subpoena  in  a  superior  court  of  chancery,  seveuty- 

4  five  cents ;  for  each  writ  of  error,  supersedeas,  and  habeas  corpus  cum  causa,  filing  record  of  ap- 

5  peal  or  appeals  to  a  superior  court  of  law  or  chancery,  and  for  each  writ  of  certiorari  issuing  from 

6  the  general  court,  or  superior  court  of  law  or  chancery,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents ;  for  each  appeal 

7  from  a  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery  to  the  court  of  appeals,  and  for  each  8uj)crsedeas  or 

8  writ  of  error  issuing  from  the  court  of  appeals,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  ;  for  each  writ  or  decla- 

9  ration  in  ejectment,  or  subpoena  instituting  a  suit  in  any  county  or  corporation  court,  fifty  cents: 

10  for  each  certificate  under  the  seal  of  any  superior  or  inferior  court  of  law  or  chancery,  (except  such 

11  as  are  exempted  by  law  from  taxation,)  one  dollar;  for  ever)'  transfer  of  a  surveyor  s  certificate  in 

12  the  register's  office,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents ;  for  every  attestation,  protestation,  or  other  instru- 

13  meat  of  publication  by  a  notary  public  under  his  seal  of  office,  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents: 

14  for  every  certificate  under  the  seal  of  the  commonwealth,  two  dollars. 


3.  There  shall  be  levied,  collected  and  paid,  on  the  several  licenses  hereinafter  mentioned,  to  be 

2  granted  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law,  the  following  taxes  to  wit :  on  every  ordinary  license, 

3  or  license  to  keep  a  house  of  public  entertainment,  a  tax  of  not  less  than  eighteen  dollars,  and  if 

4  the  yearly  rent  or  annual  value  of  such  ordinary  or  house  of  public  entertainment,  (to  be  ascer- 

5  tained  by  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law,)  shall  exceed  two 

6  hundred  dollars,  an  additional  tax  at  the  rate  of  seven  per  centum  on  such  excess  of  yearly  rent 

7  or  annual  value;  on  every  license  to  keep  a  house  of  private  entertainment,  a  tax  of  not  less  than 

8  two  dollars,  and  if  the  yearly  rent  or  annual  value  of  such  house  of  private  entertainment  (to  be 

9  ascertained  by  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law,)  shall  exceed 
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10  fifty  dollars,  an  additional  tax  at  the  rate  of  five  per  centum  on  such  excess  of  yearly  rent  or  an- 

1 1  nual  value ;  on  every  license  for  selling  goods,  wares,  merchandize  and  other  articles  of  foreign 

12  or  domestic  growth,  production  or  manufacture,  or  both,  or  either,  at  the  same  place,  twenty  dol- 

13  lars,  but  when  the  amount  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandize  shall  exceed  the  amount  of  two  thou- 

14  sand  dollars,  there  shall  be  an  additional  tax  assessed  of  one  eighth  of  one  per  cent,  on  each  and 

15  every  hundred  dollars  of  such  excess,  (to  be  ascertained  by  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue  in 

16  the  same  manner  prescribed  by  the  revenue  laws  in  relation  to  odier  personal  property,)  subject 

17  to  all  penalties  thereby  imposed,  and  which  property  shall  be  listed  and  returned  as  odier  property, 

18  and  the  tax  thereon  collected  according  to  the  laws  in  relation  to  other  personal  property;  but 

19  nothing  herein  shall  be  so  construed  as  in  any  manner  altering  the  present  laws  in  relation  to  the 

20  issuing  of  merchants'  licenses,  upon  the  payment  of  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars,  in  the  manner  now 

21  prescribed  by  law :  Provided  however,  That  no  wholesale  merchant  shall  pay  less  for  his  license 

22  than  that  now  imposed  by  law,  nor  shall  he  be  liable  to  any  increased  taxation  unless  the  amount 

23  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandize  nn  hand  shall  exceed  the  amount  of  sixty  thousand  dollars;  on 

24  every  license  to  a  vendue  master,  where  the  operations  of  said  vendue  master  arc  carried  on  in 

25  any  city,  town  or  borough  in  which  the  population  exceeds  two  thousand,  the  sum  of  sixty  dollars; 

26  where  said  vendue  master's  operations  arc  carried  on  in  any  city,  town  or  borough  where  the 

27  population  is  less  than  two  thousand,  or  where  the  operations  arc  carried  on  out  of  any  city,  town 

28  or  borough,  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars;  on  every  license  to  a  broker,  sixty  dollars ;  on  every  license 

29  to  sell  foreign  lottery  tickets  and  lottery  tickets  in  lotteries  authorized  by  the  laws  of  this  common- 

30  wealth,  in  each  city,  town,  borough  or  county,  five  hundred  dollars ;  on  every  license  to  sell  lottery 

31  tickets  in  such  lotteries  only  as  are  authorized  by  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  in  each  city, 

32  town,  borough  or  county,  sixty  dollars;  on  every  license  to  a  hawker  or  pedlar  to  sell  or  barter 

33  goods,  wares,  merchandize  and  other  articles  of  foreign  or  domestic  growth,  production  or  maim- 
31  fucture,  (except  the  article  of  clocks,)  in  each  county  or  corporation  where  he  or  she  shall  sell  or 

35  barter  any  of  the  aforesaid  articles,  twenty- five  dollars;  on  every  license  to  a  hawker  or  pedlar 

36  dealing  in  tin  and  pewter  only,  in  each  county  or  corporation  where  he  or  she  shall  trade,  ten 

37  dollars;  on  every  license  to  a  hawker  or  pedlar  dealing  either  wholly  or  partly  in  clocks,  in  every 
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38  county  or  corporation  where  he  or  she  shall  trade,  one  hundred  dollars ;  on  every  license  to  an 

39  exhibitor  of  a  public  show,  thirty  dollars  in  each  county  or  corporation  where  the  same  shall  be 

40  exhibited. 


4.  AjuL  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  clocks  which  shall  be  offered  for  sale  by  a  hawker  or 

2  pedlar  shall  be  deemed  to  have  been  manufactured  tcithout  the  limits  of  this  commonwealth,  and 

3  be  liable  to  taxation,  unless  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue,  or  other  revenue  officer  within  whose 

4  district  such  clocks  shall  be  so  offered  for  sale,  shall  be  fully  satisfied  that  the  same  were  bona  fide 

5  of  the  manufacture  of  this  state. 

5.  This  act  shall  commence  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  passing  thereof. 
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ABINGDON. 
Petition  for  a  female  academv,  1G7 
See  Bill*  No.  !277. 

ABINGDON  FEMALE  ACADEMY. 
To  be  incorporated,  167 
See  BiUa  No.  251. 

ABOLITIONISTS. 
Their  doctrines  alluded  to  by  governor  in 

bis  ra****g*,  12 
8m  Fugitive*  from  justice. 

ABSENCE. 
Members  not  to  be  absent  without  leave, 

(rule  1 ,)  3 
Absent***  may  b*  sent  Tor  and  censured  or 

discharged,  (rule  9J  4 
Leave  of  absence,  when  regarded  as  revoked, 

(rale  12J  4 
Clerk  to  enter  leave  of  absence  on  journal 

and  disallow  pay,  4 
Granted  to  Mr.  Baakerrille,  11 
to  Messrs.  Wood  and  Venable,  48 
to  Messrs.  Jackson  of  Wood,  Smith 
of  Mason  and  Jackson, and  Wal- 
den,  152 
to  Messrs.  Smith  of  Rockingham 
and  Hndnall,  lfifi 
Speaker  absent  for  six  days,  12U 
Granted  to  Messrs.  Fox  and  Dajkerville,  lit 
to  Mr.  Good*,  195 


to  Mr.  Craiford 


to  Messrs.  M'Connell,  Caldwell, 
Wood  and  Chapman ;  vote  re- 
corded, 207, 2Q3 
to  Messrs.  Gibson,  Powell,  Han- 
nah and  Snyder ;  vote  recorded,  212 
to  Messrs.  Alderson  and  Burwell 

of  Clarke  and  Warren,  212 
to  Messrs.  Lockridge,  Seymour, 

Ridley,  Quillen  and  Harrison,  222 
to  Messrs.  Ewing,  Tallman,  Car- 
penter, Haakins  and  Clarke  of 
Surry,  222 
to  Messrs.  Worthington,  Gregory, 
Wade,  Marshall,  Hunter,  Kenne- 
dy,  Elheridge,  Smith  and  Roberta,  222 
Motion  to  grant  leave  of  absence  to  Messrs. 
Goodson,  Tunatall,  Burwell,  Bayly  and 
Watts ;  laid  on  table,  229 
Granted  to  Mr.  Taylor.  KIT 

ABSENT  DEFENDANTS. 
To  repeal  act  requiring  non-resident  defen- 
dants to  give  security  for  performance  of 
decrees,  47 
Concerning  attachments.    See  Bills  No.  92. 

ABSENTEES. 
Motion  to  suspend  role  to  permit  them  to 
vol*  pending  bill  concerning  general  elec- 
tions, 91 
Ayes  and  noes  recorded  on  permitting  them 
to  vote  on  taking  up  resolution  relative  to 
declarationi  imputed  to  president  of  Bmk 
of  Virginia,  05 
ABSTRACT 
Of  clerks  of  court  of  appeal*  and  circuit 
courts,  of  suits  in  their  courts-  (Doc. 
No.BJ  lfi 
Supplement  to  abstract  of  reports  of  clerk* 
or  circuit  court*.   (Doe.  No.  8J  lflfl 
ACADEMIES. 
Petition  of  trustees  of  West  Libert 7  academy,  11 
See  Bills  No.  2L 


Petition  of  trustee*  of  New  London  soademy,  53 
Committee  discharged,  119 
To  pay  school  qoota*  to  Woodstock,  Slras- 
burg  and  New  Market  academies,  122 

See  Bills  No.  196. 

lilacksburg  female  academy,  1315 
See  Bilb  No.  228. 

Abingdon  academy.   See  BiU*  No.  277. 
Abingdon  female  academy,  I'flT 
See  Bills  No.  251. 

Washington  academy  of  Amelia.  See 

Bills  No.  250. 
Halifax  academy.   See  Bill*  No.  114.* 
Union  academy  of  Campbell.  See  Bill*  No.  115. 
Concord  female  seminary.  See  Bills  No,  lliL 
Wellsburg  Jefferson  seminary.  See  Bills 

No.  ILL 

Hampton  academy.    See  Bills  No.  113, 
Rockingham  academy.    See  Bills  No.  IB 
Report*  from  seademiea,  Due.  No.  4.  p.  32  to  40. 

ACCOMACK  COUNTY. 
Petition  in  favour  of  R.  8.  Row,  82 
Reported  on,  121 
Laid  on  table,  1132 
Acted  on,  .  ., 

Petition  to  prohibit  retail  of  spirits,  125 
Committee  discharged,  2UJ 
Wild  fowl.   See  Bills  No.  52. 

ACCOUNTS. 
To  provide  mode  of  taking  accounts  before 

commissioners,  IK  l 

Committee  discharged,  :.'  _ 

ACCOUTREMENTS. 
Abstract  of  return  by  adjutant  general, 

Doc.  No.  l/p.  10, 11 
Report  of  superintendent  of  armory.  ~T5oe. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT  OF  DEEDS. 
To  amend  law  to  require  acknowledgment 

by  single  justice,  32 
Reported  mi,  41 
Acted  on,  4fi 
ACTS. 

To  be  published  by  cl*rk,  with  notes  and 

index**,  (rule  20.1  4 
Resolution*  of  general  nature  included,  4 

ADJOURNMENT. 
What  number  may  adjourn,  (rule  4 
When  house  rises,  members  to  remain  till 

speaker  passes,  (rule  10,)  4 
From  day  to  day  fixed,  VI 
Resolution  for  adjourning  to  keep  thanks- 
giving day,  M.  31 
Agreed  to  by  senate,  31  [ 
Resolution  for  recess  of  senate,  33 
Agreed  to  by  house,  33 
Resolution  for  recess  of  boose  from  24th  to 

30th  instant,  33 
Agreed  to  by  senate,  33 
Motion  to  reconsider  vote  agreeing  to  reso- 
lution for  recess  from  24th  to  30lh  of  De- 
cember; aye*  and  noes  recorded,  38 
Proposition  to  set  aside  action  of  house  in 

reconsidering  the  said  vote,  39 
Amendment  offered  therefor,  39 
Motion  to  lay  on  table ;  vote  recorded,  11U 
Question  on  proposition  ;  vote  recorded,  32 
Time  of  meeting  changed, 

4L  S2.  85.  26. 106- 115.  112.  lfiS. 
Aye*  and  noes  recorded  on  motion  to  ad* 

joum  on  6th  January,  67, 
House  adjourn*  from  Tuesday  24th  to  Mon- 
day 30th,  64 


Vote  recorded  on  adjourning  on  the  9th 

January,  73,14 
Motion  to  adjourn  pending  bill  concerning 
general  elections;  negatived;  vote  re- 
corded, 31 
Motion  to  adjourn  pending  election  of  sena- 
tor; vote  recorded,  114. 115 
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House  adjourn*  over  for  22d  February, 
Resolution  to  fix  day  for  final  adjournment ; 

laid  on  table, 
Resolution  to  adjourn  sine  die, 
Agreed  to  by  *enat«, 
Hour  of  meeting  changed, 
Resolution  for  final  adjournment  of  senate, 
Agreed  to  by  house, 
Business  finished,  ready  to  adjourn, 
Senate  ready  to  adjourn, 
Adjourn  sine  die, 

ADJUTANT  GENERAL. 
Hi*  report  on  the  militia  communicated  by 

governor, 

Printed,  Doc.  No.  1_,  p.  12 

Abstract  of  the  annual  return  of  the  militia 

for  1839,  Ibid.  p.  16^  12 

Arm*,  accoutrement*  and  ammunition, 

Ibid.  p.  16.12 
ADMINISTRATION. 
Real  assets  charged  with  payment  of  simple 
contract  debts,  and  bow  to  be  administer- 
ed.  See  Bills  No.  82. 

ADMINISTRATORS 
Dt  bonis  non  with  jk  ill  annexed  to  exer- 
cise power*  of  executors  whom  they  sue 
ceed, 
See  Bill*  No.  22. 

AGENTS. 
Board  of  public  works  to  appoint  agents. 
See  Bills  No.  122. 

AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETIES. 
Petition  from  Albemarle  to  ettablish  board 

of  agriculture,  1 
See  Bui*  No.  TL 

To  incorporate  Western  Virginia  silk  and 

agricultural  society, 
Incorporated.   See  Bill*  No.  L3C 
Harrison  county  silk  and  agricultural  com- 
pany.  See  Bills  No.  2487 

AGRICULTURE. 
To  establish  a  board.  See  Bills  No.  2Z. 
AGRICULTURE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 
Committee,  (role  2d,)  2 
Quorum  for  business,  (rule  29,)  2 
Committee  appointed,  14. 
Clerk  appointed,  14 
Clerk  discharged,  1  H 

ALBEMARLE  AGRICULTURAL 
SOCIETY. 

Petition  for  board  of  agriculture,  12 
See  Bill*  No.  72. 

ALBEMARLE  COUNTY. 
Petition  for  bank, 
Reported  on, 

Branch  to  be  established  st  Scottsville, 

ALIENS. 

Question  of  alienage  not  raised  by  general  ob- 
jection* in  notice*  in  contacted  elections, 
Motion  to  amend  resolution  on  that  subject, 
Question  decided, 

declaration  of  intention  to  become  citixen, 
and  oath  of  allegiance  in  proper  time,  suf- 
ficient to  give  right  to  vote  without  certi- 
ficate from  clerk,  XI 

Vote  recorded  thereon,  71 
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ALLEGHANY  COUNTY. 
To  make  appropriation  for  road  from  OfMt 
fall*  in  Alleghany  to  Jackson s  river  near 
Covington, 

Reported  on,  1M) 
Recommitted,  Lii 
See  Bill*  No.  223. 

Petition  for  separate  election,  lfifi 
See  Bille  No.  266. 

ALLEN,  (DAVID.) 
Hi*  vote  in  Marshall  election  declared  legal,  22 

ALLEN,  (JANNETTA  P.) 
Petition  for  divorce,  11 
See  BilU  No.  lfi. 

ALLEN,  (JOHN.) 
Vole  in  Marshal!  election  reported  illegal,  42 
Decided  Wei,  21 
Vote  recorded,  71, 22 

ALLEN,  (JOHN  J.) 
Voted  for  as  senator,  I  ftp 

Nominated,  LLi 
Voted  for,  113.  Ill 

ALLEN,  (WILLIAM  G.)  — 
Nominated  as  doorkeeper,  14 
Vote,  lfi 

ALLYN,  (JOSEPH  T.) 
Hie  election  contested,  lfi 
Reported  on,  27 
Acted  on,  27^3^  32,33^34^3^3^32 

Leave  to  withdraw  documents,  37. 
Sao  Contested  Election*. 

AMELIA  COUNTY. 
Petition  to  incorporate  Washington  aca- 
demy, lfifi 
See  BilU  No.  250. 

AMHERST  COUNTY. 
Petition  to  change  superior  court,  21 
See  Bills  No.  3L 

Leave  to  withdraw  petition  for,  separate 

election,  HI 
Petition  again  presented,  141,  Uti 

See  Bills  No.  22L 

AMMUNITION. 
Adjutant  general'e  abstract  nf  returns, 

Doc.  No.  lj  p.  16, 12 
Report  of  superintendent  of  armory.  Doc 
No.  lfi, 

ANDERSON,  (H.  R.) 
His  letter  aa  preeident  of  principal  assessors 

relative  to  lime  of  their  adjourn  meat,  142 
See  Asses  tort. 

ANDERSON,  (JOHN  IT) 
Leave  to  withdraw  petition,  222 

APPEALS. 
To  allow  judges  of  circuit  coorti  to  grant 

appeals,  163 
Committee  discharged,  202 

APPEALS,  (COURT  OF.) 
Proposition  to  require  them  to  report  new 

points  of  law  involved  in  their  decisions,  21 
Bee  BilU  No.  & 

To  amend  act  providing  for  holding  special 

courts,  Sii 
Sea  Bill*  No.  28. 

To  print  records  of  causes  in  court,  43. 
Certain  dutiea  required  of  court.   Sea  Bills 
No.3jt 

To  amend  laws  concerning  the  court,  142 
See  Bille  No.  23L 

To  repeat  law  appointing  clerk  of  court  at 
Lewiaburg  librarian,  and  to  authorize) 
court  to  appoint  a  librarian,  lfifi 

Committee  discharged,  iiu2. 

Copies  of  laws  of  other  state*  and  of  United 
Slates  to  be  sent  to  library  at  Lewiaburg,  l£fi 

Their  apartments  to  be  fitted  up  for  senate,  222 

See  Bills  No.  2*2. 

APPOMATTOX  COAL  MINING 
COMPANY. 

To  amend  charter,  ti 

See  Bills  No.  LL1L 

APPOMATTOX  RIVER 
N.  Penick'a  petition  to  declare  it  a  lawful 

fence,  41 


Remonstrance  against  declaring  it  a  lawful 

fence,  57.  C3 

Reported  oa,  El 
Report  laid  on  table,  Has 

APPRENTICES. 
To  repeal  act  concerning  apprentices  bound 

out  by  overseers  of  poor,  2d 
Reported  on,  2fi 
Acted  on,  44 
Vote  reconsidered  and  report  laid  on  table,  61 
To  exempt  county  of  Prince  William  from 

operation  of  act  relating  to  apprentices,  Ili 
See  Bille  No.  123. 

APPROPRIATIONS 
To  works  of  improvement  suspended.  See 
Hills  No.  122. 
APPROPRIATIONS  OF  REVENUE. 
See  BilU  No.  209. 

ARMORY. 

Committee ;  how  many,  (rule  28j)  fi 
Quorum  for  business,  (rule  2!),)  & 
Committee  appointed,  14 
Leave  to  ait  during  session,  lfi!) 
Report  of  committee  presented,  120. 
Report  read  and  laid  on  table,  215,  iilli 

See  BilU  No.  237. 

Report  of  superintendent  of  armory.  (Doc. 
No.  16J  24 
ARMS. 

Abstract  of  return  of  arms  by  adjutant 
general,  Doc.  No.  1,  p.  16, 12 

Report  of  superintendent  of  armory.  Doc. 
No.  lfi. 

ARRESTS. 

Witnesses  summoned  to  attend  house  or 
committees,  privileged  from  arrests,  (rule 
40J  ft 

Persona  not  to  be  arrested  on  breach  of  pri- 
vilege till  examined  by  a  committtse, 
(rule  42J  fi 

To  amend  laws  in  relation  to  tha  arrest  and 
detention  of  persona  charged  with  crimes 
out  of  stats,  22 

Committee  discharged,  2ti2 

Of  poor  debtors.   See  BilU  No.  til 

ASSEMBLY,  (GENERAL.) 

Proposition  to  increase  pay  of  members,  21 

Laid  on  table,  21 

Time  of  masting  to  be  changed,  22 

8ss  BilU  No.  9JL 

Resolution  to  reduce  pay  of  members,  107 
Postponed  indefinitely.  111? 

ASSESSMENT. 
Auditor  to  communicate  cost  of  re-assess- 
ment, 1^3 
Information  furntabed.   (Doc.  No.  03,)  122 
Tabular  statement  of  the  average  value  of 

lands  to  be  printed,  237 
Printed,  Doc  No.  tiL  - 

ASSESSORS. 
Resolution  to  allow  them  the  mileage  of 

members  of  the  legislature,  32 
Sent  to  senate  for  concurrence,  22 
Report  of  board  on  charters  of  joint  stock 

companies.  (Doc.  No.  14,)  42 
Referred  to  finance,  02 
Reported  on,  1QQ 
Acted  on,  lfi4 
To  state  in  margin  of  tables  value  of  mine- 
rals, and  when  valueless,  deductions  to 
be  made,  20. 
Reported  on,  100 
Acted  on,  lfi4 
To  report  to  house  when  ready  to  adjourn,  LLii 
Report  made,  141 

A8SET8. 

Real  assets  charged  with  payment  of  simple 
contract  dsbls.   See  BilU  No.  82. 

ASSIGNMENTS. 
Limitation  to  be  provided  to  liability  of  as- 
signors of  bonds,  bills  and  obligations,  90. 
Reported  on,  126 
Acted  on,  100 


ATTACHMENTS. 

To  repeal  act  requiring  non-resident  defen- 
dants to  give  security  for  the  performsnce 
of  decrees,  47. 

Committee  discharged,  2iii 

See  Bills  No.  1£L 

To  permit  tenants  to  sst  up  any  and  aU  legal 
defences  against  attachments  of  landlords,  1% 

See  BilU  No.  12ri concerning  collection  of 
rents. 

Against  absent  defendants.    Sea  BilU  No.  99. 

ATTORNEYS'  FEES. 
To  fix  what  fees  to  be  taxed  in  bill  of  costs, 

for  motions  on  forthcoming  bonds,  12 
See  BilU  Nc  2. 

ATTORNEYS  IN  EIGHTH  DISTRICT. 
Their  petition,  lfifi 
Committee  discharged  from  petition,  i  -. 

ATTORNEY  GENERA II 
HU  opinion  relative,  to  the  suspension  of  the 

banks,  Doc.  No.  1^  p.  9, 10, 11 

Hit  letter  to  the  treasurer  on  same  subject, 

toU  p.  12, 13, 14 
HU  letter  communicating  statement  of  cau- 
ses of  the  commonwealth  under  hU  care, 

233-235 

Committee  to  examine  1st  auditor's  office ; 

how  many,  (rule  28,)  & 
Committee  to  examine  2d  auditor's  office ; 

bow  many,  (rule  26  )  & 
Quorum  of  each,  for  business,  (rule  29,)  fi 
Committee  to  examine  both  offices,  11 

AUDITORS. 
Annual  report  of  auditor  of  public  accounts, 

presented,  12 
Printed,  Doc  Nc  2. 

Receipts  of  revsnue,  Ibid.  p.  3,4 

Disbursements,  a,  6,  2 

Revenue,  B.'J,  lj> 

State  of  commonwealth's  funds, 
Estimate  of  receipts,  See.,  It,  15,  B 

Annnal  report  of  stcond  auditor,  U 
Printed,  Doc  No.  4. 

State  of  literary  fund,  Aid.  p.  fi 

Permanent  capital,  ff 
Stocke  and  loans,  2 
Revenue, 

Charges  on  revenue,  9 
Statement  of  school  quotas,  If 
Estimate  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  11 
Abstract  of  accounts  of  school  treasu- 
rers, 12,  13,  LI 
Abstract  of  school  commissioners'  re- 
ports, 15,16 
Operations  of  district  free  schools,  12 
Extracts  from  school  commissioners'  re- 
ports, 19  to  3fi 
Reports  of  academies,                       2£>  to  4ii 
Books  in  use  in  primary  schooU,          4J  to  44 
Report  of  first  auditor  on  tha  revenue  Uws. 

Doc  No.  5,  16 
Referred  to  committee,  21 
Second  auditor's  letter  relative  to  the  distri- 
bution of  the  24th  annual  report  of  the 
board  of  public  works  and  accounts  of 
fund  for  internal  improvement,  1$ 
Report  of  committee  to  examine  second 

auditor's  office,  presented,  22 
Read  and  acted  on,  97.23 
Second  auditor's  statement  of  the  debt  anil 

resources  of  slate.  (Doc  No.  52J  125 
Motion  to  print  extra  copies  of  said  report,  121 
To  make  first  auditor  compensation  for  extra 

services  in  revising  revenue  Uws,  133 
Motion  to  amend  revenue  bill  and  strike  oat 
appropriation  to  pay  him  for  extra  servi- 
ces;  vote  recorded,  213 
See  BilU  No.  252. 

Resolution  to  proceed  to  election  of  first  and 

second  suditors, 
Agreed  to  by  senate,  . 
Election  made, 
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Second  auditor  to  report  which  of  ths  joint 
■took  companies  have  failed  to  make  re- 
port! required  by  law,  lAii 

Information  furnished,  162 

Printed,  Doe.  No.  52. 

First  auditor  to  communicate  cost  of  rc-os- 
•oca  meat,  IB3 

Information  furnuhed.    (Doc  No.  63,)  _  122 

Second  auditor  to  report  amount  of  unking 
fund  and  ita  svailability,  1 '. f,"i 

Report  made.    (Doc.  No.  G30  202 

Report  of  committee  on  Jat  auditor's  olAeo, 
preaented,  '2\  l'i 

Read  and  laid  on  table,  21B 

AUGUSTA  COUNTY. 

Petition  to  change  separate  election,  51 

Reported  on,  IB! 
Acted  on ,                   .                    135, 136. 

Reconsidered,  lit! 
See  Bills  No.  236. 

Petition  for  a  new  regiment,  llfi 

Remonstrance  against  it,  120 

Reported  on,  125 

Recommitted,  151 

Again  reported  on,  158. 

Acted  on,  'J  M 

Leave  to  withdraw  said  petition,  235 

Petition  for  separate  election,  iii 

Reported  on,  146 

Acted  on,  128 

To  subscribe  to  Valley  turnpike,  S3 
See  Bills  No.  133. 

AYES  AND  NOES. 

Vote  recorded  on  election  of  speaker,  2 

How  demanded,  recorded  and  mistakes  cor- 
rected, (rule  13,)  4 

On  substitute  offered  for  bill  for  temporary- 
relief  of  banks  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of 
Wight,  15,  IS 

On  passage  of  bill  for  temporary  relief  of 

banks,  12 

Vote  taken  on  election  of  printer,  12 

Recorded  on  proposition  to  hold  ejections 
on  court  days  in  April,  22 

On  motion  to  lay  on  table  new  rule  relative 
to  payment  of  mileage  to  members,      20, 21 

Recorded  on  resolution  lor  new  appropria- 
tion of  land  by  congress  for  Iho  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  revolution,  22 

Recorded  on  resolution  of  Mr.  Toler  to  atop 
further  contracts  for  work  b r  James  river 
and  Kanawha  company  above  Lynch- 
burg, 20,22 

On  amendment  from  senate  to  bill  for  tem- 
porary relief  of  banks ;  for  striking  out 
proviso  prohibiting  dividends,  28 

On  reconsidering  said  vote,  2j) 

Question  again  pnt  and  agreed  to,  29 

On  amendment  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of 

Wight  to  senate's  amendment,  22 

On  senate's  amendment  requiring  banks  lo 
pay  interest  on  public  loans  in  specie,   29, 30 

Recorded  on  concurring  in  decision  of  com- 
mittee of  privileges  that  the  rejection  by 
mayor  of  Norfolk  of  voters  who  voted  for 
congress  and  afterwards  offered  to  vote 
for  delegate  was  illegal,  3L,  32 

Resolution  declaring  rejection  of  voters  by 
mayor  of  Norfolk  illegal ;  substitute  of- 
fered to  vacate  election ;  amendment  to 
substitute  offered  by  Mr.  Worthingtoo  ; 
vote  on  amendment,  27 

Resolution  declaring  notice  of  Allyn  suffi- 
cient to  raise  question  of  legality  of  elec- 
tion in  Norfolk  considered ;  vote  recorded,  32 

On  motion  to  reconsider  vote  agreeing  to 
resolution  for  recess  from  24th  to  30th,  38 

Proposition  to  set  aside  vote  reconsidering 
resolution  for  recess  ;  substitute  offered  ; 
motion  to  lay  on  table;  vote  recorded 
thereon,  28 

Taken  on  proposition  to  set  aside  said  reso- 
lution, 32 


Proposition  to  prevent  justices  of  the  peace 

from  holding  office  of  commissioner  of 
revenue,  41,42 

Motion  to  amend  and  allow  justices  in  office 
to  continue  ;  vote  recorded,  42 

Question  on  first  proposition ;  vote  recorded,  42 

On  passage  of  bill  divorcing  Virginia  F.  C. 
Crawford  from  her  husband,  IS 

On  amendment  of  Mr.  Robertson  to  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Lee  to  resolution  of  commit- 
tee of  privileges  relative  to  votes  of  aliens 
in  Marshall  election,  48,43 

On  Mr.  Lee's  amendment  to  same  resolution,  43 

On  declaring  vote  of  Thomas  Clegg  in  same 
elsction  illegal,  49. 

On  resolution  of  committee  declaring  votes 
of  Kirk  man  and  others  illegal;  decision 
reversed,  §2 

Recorded  on  motion  to  sell  a  portion  of  stock 
of  fund  for  internal  improvement  to  raise 
money  for  Northwestern  road,  51 

On  passage  of  bill  concerning  loans  for 
Northwestern  road,  il 

Recorded  on  postponement  of  bill  concern- 
ing Squire  Say  re,  55 

On  motion  to  commit  bill  providing  for  re- 
issue of  state  stock  to  Bank  of  Virginia, 
with  instructions  to  pay  the  debt  by  sale 
of  stock,  59 

On  the  passage  of  said  bill,  52 

On  motion  to  strike  out  first  section  of  bill 
to  amend  several  acta  concerning  North- 
western turnpike  road,  iho  section  autho- 
rising a  loan,  £0. 

On  adopting  resolution  for  electing  United 
States  senator,  62 

On  taking  up  resolution  for  electing  a  Uni- 
ted States  senator,  (21 

On  motion  to  lay  on  table  resolution  calling 
from  banks  for  statement  of  the  indebted- 
ness of  directors  as  principals  and  as  en- 
dorsers, 65 

On  the  adoption  of  the  said  resolution,  65 

Resolution  requiring  statement  from  banks 
of  indebtedness  of  members  of  legisla- 
ture; motion  to  amend;  vote  recorded  on 
'amendment,  £0. 

On  amendment  to  said  resolution  to  show 
amount  of  stock  held  by  members,  66 

On  resolution  as  amended,  till 

Committee  of  privileges  decide  vote  of  Aaron 
Young  in  Marshall  election  to  be  legal ; 
motion  to  reverse  decision ;  ayes  and  noes 
recorded,  62 

On  motion  to  adjourn,  pending  resolution 
instructing  treasurer  to  vote  against  the 
president  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  as  di- 
rector of  the  bank,  07,  £8 

On  resolution  of  committee  of  privileges 
deciding  the  vote  of  Turner  Parriott  in 
Marshall  election  illegal.  tifi 

Vote  of  Dennia  M.  Parriott  in  Marshall 
•lection  decided  illegal;  ayes  and  noes 
thereon,  £2 

Recorded  on  question  to  declare  vote  of 
Thomas  Burrows  in  Marshall  election 
legal,  21 

On  deciding  vote  of  William  Clauton  an 


alien  legal, 


71 


On  deciding  vote  of  John  Allen  legal,      II,  22 
On  deciding  votes  of  David  and  John  Ma- 
jors to  be  legal,  72,23. 
On  reconsidering  vote  deciding  vote  of  An- 
drew Montgomery  to  be  illegal,  22 
On  agresing  lo  resolution  declaring  Mont- 
gomery's vote  illegal,  23 
On  motion  to  adjourn  on  9th  January,  23 
Recorded  on  vote  of  Jacob  Cofield  in  Mar- 
shall election  ;  vote  declared  illegal,      74,  75 
Resolution  declaring  E.  IL  Caldwell  elect- 
ed as  delegate  from  Marshall ;  motion  lo 
amend  and  declare  Scott  elected ;  recor- 
ded on  amendment,  26 
On  resolution  declaring  Caldwell  elected,  2fi 


On  engrossing  bill  for  completing  I 

lion  of  Huntarsvills  and  Parkersburg  road,  28. 
On  passage  of  bill  for  completing  Hunters- 

vUle  and  Parkersburg  road,  82 
On  indefinite  postponement  of  bill  concern- 
ing jurisdiction  of  circuit  courts,  zil 
On  proposition  to  amend  resolution  of  com- 
mittee of  privileges  declaring  Tanzey's 
notics  to  contest  Evans's  elsction  insuffi- 
cient, 82 
On  resolution  of  committee  declaring  said 

notice  sufficient,  gg 
Resolution  of  committee  of  privileges  de- 
claring that  depositions  were  taken  in 
time  by  Tanzey  in  Monongalia  contest, 
and  construing  law  requiring  one  month 
therefor,  to  be  a  calendar  month ;  ayes 
and  noes  recorded  thereon,  84 
Question  to  reject  petition  of  Tanxey ;  mo- 
tion to  amend  and  est  aside  election ; 
ayes  and  noea  on  amendment,  84, 85 

Motion  to  amend  report  of  privileges  in  Mo- 
nongalia contested  election  so  as  to  reject 
the  petition  of  Tanzey  and  declare  Evans 
not  entitled  to  bis  seat ;  vule  recorded,  §0,  62 


On  substitute  of  Mr.  Allyn  of  Norfolk  far 
report  of  committee  of  privileges  to  set 
aside  election  in  Monongalia,  83,  22 

On  agreeing  with  committee  in  rejecting 
petition  of  Tanzev,  83 

On  engrossing  bill  changing  time  of  holding 
general  elections,  i»3,  IM 

On  indefinite  postponement  of  bill  concern- 
ing county  and  corporation  courts,       90,  21 

On  suspending  rules  to  permit  absentees  to 
vote  on  bill  concerning  general  elections,  21 

On  ordering  the  beil  to  be  rung  pending 
said  bill,  21 

On  motion  to  adjourn  pending  said  bill,  VI 

On  postponing  said  bill  indefinitely,  92 

On  motion  to  permit  absentees  to  vote  upon 
taking  up  resolution  relative  to  declara- 
tions imputed  to  president  of  Bank  of 
Virginia,  96. 

On  taking  up  said  resolution,  96. 

On  rejecting  bill  concerning  witnesses,  96 

On  postponing  execution  of  joint  order,  06,22 

On  postponing  proposition  to  increase  sala- 
ries of  judges  and  reduce  pay  of  members 
of  legislature,  107 

On  sustaining  previous  question,  pending 
motion  to  postpone  election  of  senator  - 
till  5th  February,  111,112 

On  motion  lo  adjourn,  pending  election  or 
senator,  114, 115 

On  amendment  of  senate  to  postpone  elec- 
tion of  senator  indefinitely,  115. 

On  motion-to  recede  from  disagreement  to 
said  amendment,  LLi 

On  agreeing  to  said  amendment,  115,  1  U 

On  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  bill  con- 
cerning West  Liberty  academy,  112 

On  passage  of  said  bill,  112 

On  motion  to  amend  first  section  of  bank 
bill  relative  to  payment  of  damages  by 
banks,  iSffl 

On  motion  to  amend  aaid  section  by  stri- 
king out  repealed,  and  insert  suspen- 
ded till  1st  April  1841,  m 
On  amendment  prohibiting  banks  to  make 

dividends,  121 
Vote  reconsidered,  and  question  again  pro- 
pounded; ayes  and  noes  recorded,  121 
On  proposition  to  print  1000  copies  of  re- 
port of  committee  on  public  lands,  122 
On  passage  of  bill  to  incorporate  Virginia 

axe  company,  123 
On  amendment  to  bank  bill  relative  to 
notes  bearing  interest  after  refusal  by 
banks  to  redeem  them  in  specie,  123 
On  proposition  to  print  1062  copies  of  re- 
port of  geologist,  1 21 
On  amendment  to  bank  bill  relative  to  mode 
of  recovering  debts  from  banks,  L2C 
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On  amendment  to  aaid  bill  to  strike  out  pro- 
v [nun  relativ •  to  stay  law,  120,  127 


On  amendment  to  aaid  bill  prohibiting  ia- 
iuh  of  bonda,  poal  notaa,  Ac.  unless 
payable  on  demand, 

On  amendment  to  bank  bill  prohibiting  bank 
from  discounting  note*  drawn  and  ID- 
doraed  by  directora, 

On  amendment  prohibiting  banka  from 
discounting  bill*  of  exchange,  drafts, 
Ac.  unless  payer  bo  a  reaident  of  the 
etate,  123 

On  poatponing  bill  concerning  poor  debt- 
or*, 

On  motion  to  postpone  bill  to  prohibit  betting 
on  election*,  121) 
On  same  motion  repeated, 
On  amendment  to  aaid  bill  providing  bow 

bet*  won  ahull  be  recovered, 
On  ordering  bill  to  eatabliah  board  of  agri- 
culture to  be  engroased, 
On  paaaage  of  bill  concerning  bank*, 
On  paaaage  of  bill  to  eatabliah  a  board  of 

agriculture, 
On  paaaage  of  bill  to  increase  capital  of 

Rappahannock  company, 
On  laying  on  table  resolution  to  obtain  in' 
formation  relative  to  election  of  mem- 
bers from  New  Jersey  { 
On  referring  said  resolution, 
On  adopting  said  resolution, 


IB 


1 12a 
ltt 

130 

i::d 

122 
US 

124. 


On  suspending  geological  surrey , 

'  i  foi 


111 
111 
111 

IIS 


On  euapending  rule  lor  evening 

temporarily. 
On  paaaage  of  bill  concerning  city  water 
work*, 

On  passage  of  bill  to  convert  loan  to  Win- 
chester and  Potomac  rail-road  into  stock , 

On  rejecting  bill  for  completing  road  from 
Huntersville  to  Parkersburg, 

On  engrossing  bill  for  subscription  to  Red 
and  Blue  Sulphur  spring*  turnpike. 

On  adopting  first  resolution  of  committee 
on  New  York  controversy, 

On  resolution  for  establishing  district  free 
school  ay  stem, 

On  passage  of  second  bill  for  temporary  re- 
lief of  banks. 

On  ordering  bill  concerning  John  Seabrook 
to  be  engrossed, 

On  demand  of  previous  question  pending 
second  resolution  of  report  on  contro- 
versy with  New  York, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  May  to  aaid  resolu- 
tion, 

On  Mr.  May's  amendment  to  same, 
On  resolution  aa  amended, 
On  third  resolution  in  same  report,  174 
On  fourth  resolution, 

On  engrossing  bill  establishing  new  eounty 
of  parts  of  Monongalia  and  llarrison, 

On  postponing  indefinitely  the  resolution 
for  surveying  the  Giles,  Fayette  and 
Kanawha  turnpike, 

On  passage  of  bill  concerning  Virginia  mili- 
tary institute, 

On  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  proposi- 
tion to  print  extra  copies  of  report  of  au- 
ditor on  debt  and  resources  of  state, 

On  rejecting  bill  releasing  John  Murdaugh 
from  penalties  of  duelling  act, 

On  granting  leave  of  absence  to  Mr.  Goods,  lifi. 

On  passage  of  bill  giving  state's  guarantee 
to  a  loan  of  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg 
and  Potomac  rail-road  company. 

On  adopting  aubstitute  of  Mr.  May  to  bill 
concerning  lotteries, 

On  rejecting  aaid  bill, 

On  amendment  of  Mr.  M'Connell  to  aaid 
bill  extending  the  drawing  of  lotteries 
to  18*7,  197,  lifi 

On  passage  of  bill  concerning  Thomas 

Beuley,  2£3_ 
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On  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Goods  to 
resolution  for  recommitting  lax  bill  with 
instruction*,  204 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  to  amend  aaid  re- 
solution, 3C1 

On  resolution  of  commitment  with  instruc- 
tions, 3Q4 

On  engrossing  bill  providing  for  a  temporary 
loan  to  meet  deficiency  in  treasury,  2u2 

On  granting  leave  of  absence  to  Messrs. 
AfConnell,  Caldwell,  Wood  and  Chap- 
man, 202 

On  motion  to  amend  bill  suspending  survey* 
co  a*  to  exoept  road*  to  which  money  ha* 
been  subscribed,  lilQ 

On  motion  to  amend  said  bill  suspending  ap- 
propriation* and  subscription*  to  work*,  210 

On  passage  of  aaid  bill,  211 

On  granting  absence  to  several  members,  212 

On  passage  of  bill  providing  for  temporary 
loan,  -  212 

On  motion  to  strike  from  revenue  bill  appro- 
priation to  auditor  for  extra  servicee,  214 

On  appropriation  to  lunatic  hospital  at  Wil- 
liamsburg, 214 

On  paaaage  of  bill  to  provide  for  rebuilding 
Northwestern  turnpike,  21!' 

On  pasaag*  of  bill  concerning  lunatic  hospi- 
tals, 220 

On  second  amendment  of  senate  to  bill  con- 
cerning banks,  proposing  to  prohibit  issue 
of  five  dollar  notes,  2211 

On  sixth  amendment  of  senate  to  same  bill 
relative  to  demand  of  payment  for  note*, 
Ac  fjg  221 

On  tenth  amendment  of  senate  to  same  bill 
proposing  to  strike  out  section  relative  to 
stay  of  execution*,  221 

On  eleventh  amendment,  prohibiting  bank* 
from  receiving  note*  on  deposit,  of  bank* 
out  of  state,  221 

On  amendment  to  Portsmouth  and  Roanoke 
rail-road  bill  relative  to  Portsmouth  ferry,  223 

On  passage  of  bill  concerning  Guy  D.  French 
and  William  Chapman,  223 

On  ryder  to  bill  increasing  stock  of  Little 
and  Deep  creek  navigation  company  re-  * 
lative  to  road  from  Giles  courthouse  to 
Newbern,  224 

On  paaaage  of  aaid  bill,  12il 

On  rejecting  bill  concerning  slaves,  tree 

negrues,  Ac.  22(1 

On  poatponing  bill  concerning.  Edward 
Chapman,  22fi 

On  taking  up  bill  authorizing  banka  to  issue 
small  notes,  222 

<  >n  ordering  said  bill  to  be  engroased,  22Z 

On  taking  up  bill  to  issue  certificate*  of 
stock  to  Rank  of  Virginia,  228 

On  passage  of  said  bill,  22g 

On  passage  of  bill  increasing  toll*  on  the 

Petersburg  rail-road,  ZLt 

On  postponing  bill  for  lb*  relief  of  the  heir* 
of  John  A  T'rent,  23a 

On  motion  to  amend  amendment  proposed 
by  committee  of  conference  to  the  bank 
bill,  23S 

On  amendment  reported  by  second  commit- 
tee of  conference  to  said  bill,  241 


BAIL. 

To  amend  law  concerning  bail  in  civil  cases,  40 

Proceedings  against  special  bail  limited. 
Sec  bills  No.  122. 

BAKER,  (HENRY.) 

Hi*  vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  legal,  GZ 
,  BALLAST. 

To  amend  act  for  regulating  unlading  of 
ballast,  IQfi 

Committee  for  courts  of  justice  discharged 
from  resolution  and  referred  to  commit- 
tee of  roads,  131 


Ballast  master  at  Fredericksburg  to  appoint 
assistant*.    See  Bills  No.  2LL 
BALTIMORE  AND  OHIO  RAIL-ROAD. 

See  Bills  No.  122. 

BANE,  (JESSE.) 

His  vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  legal,  21 
BANK  OF  KANAWHA. 

See  Bill*  No.  125. 

BANK  OF  VALLEY. 

Governor  transmit*  statements  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  bank.   (Doc.  No.  7_i  1ft 

Petition  of  president  and  director*,  til 

Statement  of  condition  of  bank  and  branches 
and  of  indebtedness  of  members  of  legis- 
lature, 2fi 

(. Doc.  No.  43J 

Aggregate  indebtedness  of  directors.  Doe. 
No.  31,  p.  2;  also  Doc.  Nos.  30. and  12. 

It*  condition  on  16th  October  and  23d  No- 
vember.  Doc.  No.  Z. 

Correspondence  between  treasurer  and  bank 
relative  to  state's  subscription  to  stock. 

Doc.  No.Ojp.  I 

Number  of  directors  of  branches  increased?  ill 
See  Bills  No.  263. 

State  of  bank  and  branches.  Doe.  No.  I,  p.  43 
Statement*  of  bank  and  branches  in  reply  to 

a  resolution  of  the  committee  on  banka. 

Doc.  No.  23. 

BANK  OF  VIRGINIA. 

Communication  from  president  of  bank  re- 
lative to  suspension  of  specie  payments,  1£ 

Ordered  to  be  printed.    Doe.  No.  fi. 

Petition  of  bank.  Jbid. 

Condition  of  bank  on  2d  December.  Doe. 
No.  10. 

General  state  of  bank  on  1st  January.  Doe. 
No.  3L 

Aggregate  indebtedness  of  director*.  Ibid. 

also  Doc.  No*.  35,  49, 63. 
Relative  to  slate  *  subscription  to  stock. 

Doc  No.  9,  p.  fi 
To  change  two  certificates  of  stock  due  from 

old  James  river  company  to  the  bank,  33 
Re-issue  of  state  stock,  fiZ 
See  Bills  No.  03. 

Resolution  relative  to  declarations  made  by 
president  of  bank  concerning  value,  of 
stock,  and  to  inatruct  treasurer  to  vote 
against  him  as  a  director  of  bank,  GZ 
Laid  on  table,  £3 
Motion  to  take  it  up ;  vote  recorded,  SS 
Resolution  indefinitely  postponed,  3i 
Information  furnished  relstive  to  indebted- 
ness of  members  of  legislature  to  bank. 
(Doc.  No.  30.)  i> 
Statement  of  indebtedness  of  member*  of 

legislature  to  branches.    (Doc.  No.  45.)  29 
To  establish  branch  at  Scottaville,  122 
Statement*  in  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the 
committee  on  bank*.   Doc.  No.  20. 

BANKS. 

See  Documents,  till*  Banks. 

Suipension  of  specie  payments  communica- 
ted by  governor,  Z 

Suggestions  upon  the  subject,  2 

Propriety  of  removing  public  deposits*  con- 
sidered, fi 

Communication  from  president  of  Bank  of 
Virginia  relative  to  suspension  of  specie 
payment*.   Doc.  No.  fi. 

Governor  transmits  statements  of  condition 
of  Bank  of  Valley  and  Exchange  Bank. 
(Doc.  No.  Ifi 

Treasurer's  communication  relative  to  sub- 
scriptions and  payments  to  bank*.  (Doc. 
No.OJ  21 

General  statement  of  condition  of  Bank  of 
Virginia  on  2d  December.   (Doe.  No.  10,)  20. 

New  rule  adopted  appointing  committee  on 
bank*,  JJfi 

Committee  appointed,  £1 

Clark  appointed,  22 
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Governor  e  message  relating  to  banks  refer- 
red to  committee,  22 
Condition  of  Farmers  bank  transmitted  by 

governor.   (Doe.  No.  83 
To  charter  them  without  requiring  specie  basis ,  24 
Petition  of  Exchange  Bank,  84 
Committee  discharged  therefrom  and  laid  on 
table, 

To  enquire  into  causes  of  their  suspension, 
their  condition,  and  the  measure  of  relief, 

flow  far  i**oe  of  small  no  tee  bar*  tendency 
to  prevent  suspension*  in  future, 

All  communications  and  documents  relative 
to  banks  referred  to  committee. 

Leave  granted  to  introduce  bill  for  their  tem- 
porary relief, 

See  Bills  No.  L 

Substitute  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight , 
aye*  and  noes  recorded  thereon,  15, 

Ryder  oifcred ,  ayee  and  noes  on  passage  or 
bill,  12 

Bill  for  temporary  relief  amended  by  senate,  2d 

Action  of  house  on  amendment  requiring 
banks  to  pay  interest  on  public  loans  in 
specie ;  votes  recorded,  88,  20,  30 

Committee  to  enquire  into  state  and  condi- 
tion  of  banks  and  send  for  persona  and 
papers,  30 

To  enquire  into  propriety  of  exonerating 
Merchants  and  Mechanics  Bank  of 
Wheeling  from  penalties  incurred  by 
suspension  of  specie  payment*,  30 

Reported  on  by  committee,  31 

Laid  on  table,  10 

To  amend  act  for  temporary  relief  so  as  to 
allow  them  the  premium  demanded  of 
them  for  specie  required  to  pay  the  inte- 
rest on  etale  debt,  32 

Reported  on,  id 

Committee  discharged  therefrom  and  laid  on 
Utile.  £S 

To  change  two  certificates  of  stock  due  from 
Old  J  amis  river  company  to  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia, 2fi 

See  Bill*  No.  $L 

New  scheme  for  a  bank  submitted  by  Mr. 
Gregory,  ail 

Enquiry  to  be  made  into  cause*  leading  to 
suspension,  ill 

Also  into  cendition  and  management  of 

bank*  and  relief  to  be  afforded,  in 

Also  how  far  i*sue  of  notes  under  five*  will 
prevent  or  promote  suspension*,  in 

Standing  committee  increased,  42 

Committee  empowered  to  print  document* 
and  evidence,  62 

Resolution  requiring  statement  from  bank* 
of  indebtedness  of  directors  as  principal 
and  endorser*,  64,  G5 

Motion  to  lay  it  on  table ;  negatived  ;  vote 
recorded,  £5. 

Mr.  Byrd  ezcuaed  from  voting,  05. 

Resolution  adopted  ;  aye*  and  noe*  thereon,  65. 

Resolution  requiring  statement  shewing  in- 
debtedness of  members  of  legislature,  fii 

Motions  to  amend  it ;  ayee  and  noe*  thereon,  66, 

Resolution  amended  and  adopted ;  vote  re- 
corded, fifl 

Resolution  relative  to  the  declarations  of  Uie 
president  of  Bank  of  Virginia  concerning 
the  value  of  its  stock,  62 

Laid  on  table,  68. 

Motion  to  take  it  op ;  vote  recorded,  i& 

Resolution  indefinitely  postponed,  85. 

Communication  from  William  H,  Macfar- 
land,  submitting  report  to  stockholder* 
of  Farmer*  Bank  of  Virginia.  (Doc. 
No.  24,)  ZB 

PetitiorToT  Valley  Bank,  80 

Quarterly  statement  of  Exchange  Bank. 
Doc.  No.  Mj  £2 

Statement  shewing  indebtedness  of  mem- 
ber* of  legislature  to  North  weatern  Bank. 
Doc.  No.  36,  22 

2 


Similar  statement  from  Farmer*  Bank  exhi- 
biting return*  from  branch**  at  Norfolk, 
Lynchburg,  Winchester  and  Danville. 
(Doc.  No.37.) 

Leev*  to  committee  to  (it  during  session,  23 

Report  of  committee  on  their  condition  .and 
of  the  cause*  of  their  suspensions.  (Doc. 
No.  40J  81 

Bill  amending  several  acts.  See  Bills  No. 
lit 

Motion  to  amend  bill  so  a*  to  strike  out  die 
passage  relating  to  the  payment  of  dama- 
ge* or  interest  over  six  per  cent,  for  fail- 
ing to  pay  *pecie :  vote  recorded,  120 

Motion  to  strike  out  "  repealed ;"  and  insert 
"  suspended  till  1st  April  1841 ;"  vote  re- 
corded, liM 

Motion  to  amend  and  prohibit  declaration 
of  dividend ;  vote  recorded,  I -  I 

Vote  reconsidered  snd  again  taken,  L£l 

Amendment  offered  relative  to  note*  bear- 
ing interest  sfter  refusal  by  bank*  to  re- 
deem them  in  specie  ;  vote  recorded,  123 

Motion  to  strike  from  the  proviso  declaring 
the  mode  of  recovering  the  amount  of  any 
note  due  from  any  bank,  the  words  "  in 
any  of  the  modes  now  prescribed  by  law ;" 
vote  recorded,  VX 

Motion  to  strike  out  section  relative  to  stay 
law ;  vote  recorded,  IIHj,  127 


Motion  to  amend  prohibiting  banks  from  is- 
suing bonds,  post  notes,  cLc.  unless  paya- 
ble on  demand  ;  vote  recorded,  l'J7 

Amendment  prohibiting  bank  from  discount- 
ing notes  drawn  and  endorsed  by  director*,  128 

Vote  recorded  thereon,  1°B 

Amendment  prohibiting  bank*  from  discount- 
ing bill*  of  exchange,  draft*,  Ac.  unless 
payer  be  a  resident  of  the  state,         12c,  123 

Vote  recorded  thereon,  129 

Bill  passed ;  vote  recorded,  132 

Second  amendment  of  senate  to  bill  concern- 
ing the  banks,  proposing  to  prohibit  the  is- 
sue of  five  dollar  note*,  negatived ;  vole 
recorded,  220 

Sixth  amendment,  containing  provisoes  re- 
lative to  demand  of  payment  for  notes, 
dkc.  negatived ;  vote  recorded,  220, 221 

Tenth  amendment  of  senate,  proposing  to 
strike  out  9th  section  from  bill  relative  to 
stay  of  executions,  negatived;  vote  re- 
corded, 221 

Eleventh  amendment,  prohibiting  hanks 
from  receiving  notes  on  deposit  of  banks 
out  of  »ute,  agreed  to ;  vote  recorded,  221 

Action  of  senate  on  amendment*  disagreed 
to  by  house,  227 

Conference  asked  by  house,  829 

Amendments  proposed  by  committee  of  con- 
ference to  bank  bill,  222 

Motion  to  amend  said  amendment,  nega- 
tived ;  vote  recorded,  23.i 

Conference  asked  by  senate ;  agreed  to  by 
house,  240 

deport  made  by  committee  and  laid  on  ta- 
ble, 210 

Amendments  proposed  by  committee  agreed 
to,  211 

Statement  of  condition  of  Bank  of  Valley 
and  branches  and  of  indebtedness  of  mem- 
ber* of  legislature.  (Doc.  No.  43j)  86 

Condition  of  Merchants  snd  Mechanics  Bank 
of  Wheeling.   (Doc.  No.  44,)  00 

Statement  of  indebtedness  ol  members  of 
legislature  to  branches  of  Bonk  of  Virgi- 
nia.  (Doc.  No.  ■»'>.:■  00 

Substitute  intended  to  be  offered  by  Mr. 
Smith  for  report  of  committee.  (Doc.  No. 

*1A  Ull 
Resolution  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Isle  of  Wight, 

proposing  to  modify  charters  of  banks. 

(Doc.  No.JgJ  101 
Statement  of  condition  of  Farmer*  Dank 

and  branches.   (Doc.  No.  60,)  100 


Number  of  directum  at  branches  to  be  in- 
creased, lgfi 

Benk  of  Virginia  to  establish  branch  at 
Seoltevill*  133 

Charter  of  Bank  of  Kanawha  amended. 
See  Bills  No.  175. 

Second  bill  for  temporary  relief  to  be 

brought  in,  104 

See  Bins  No.  242. 

To  authorize  issue  of  note*  of  one  and  two 
dollars.    (See  Bills  No.  254,)  ISA 

Number  of  directors  of  branches  of  the  Bank 
of  the  Vslley  increased,  221 

See  Bills  No.  268. 

Leave  to  bring  in  bill  to  stay  proceeding*  in 
cases  of  refusal  to  receive  bank  notes. 
(S*e  Bills  No.  283,)  21Q 

Opinions  of  attorney  general  relative  to  the 
_  suspension,  Doc.  No.  L.  p.  9, 10, 11 

Correspondence  between  governor  and  trea- 
surer on  same  subject,  Hid.  p.  II,  13 

Opinion  of  attorney  general  to  treasurer  oo 
same  subject,  p.  12. 13,  lj 

Petition  of  Bank  of  Virginia  printed.  Doc. 
No.  1L 

Condition  of  Bank  of  Virginia  on  2d  De- 
cember.   Doc.  No.  1ft 

Statements  of  Bank  of  Virginia  in  reply  to 
a  resolution  of  the  committee  on  bank*. 
Doc.  No.  2a 

Similar  statement*  of  tits  Farmers  Bank. 
Doc.  No.  21. 

Similar  statements  of  the  Exchange  Bank. 
Doc.  No.  88. 

Similar  statements  of  the  Bank  of  the  Val- 
ley.  Doc.  No.  33. 

Similar  statements  of  the  .Merchants  and 
Mechanics  Bank.    Doc.  No. 

Similar  statements  of  the  Northwestern 
Bank.    Doc.  No.  2d 

Statement  of  Farmers  Bsnk  of  Virginia  of 
indebtedness  of  members  of  legislature, 
individuals  and  firms.    Doc.  No.  33. 

BANK  STOCKS. 

See  Sftltt. 
See  Bank*. 

BANKS,  (WILLIAM  B.) 
Hi*  petition,  101 
See  Bills  Nos.  21L  ttL 

BAPTIST,  (RICHARD  B.) 
His  petition,  22 
Reported  on,  li'ii 
Acted  on.  1^1 

BAR,  (ALEXANDER.) 
Hi*  vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  illegal,  62 

BARNETT,  (CHARLES  L.) 
Hi*  petition,  68. 
Acted  on,  102 

BARRELS. 
To  amend  and  explain  law  in  relation  to 

flour  barrels,  22 
See  Bill*  No.  8JL 

BARRETT,  (JOHN.) 
Hi*  petition  relative  to  the  training  of  offi- 
cer* of  133d  regiment,  gQ_ 
See  HilU  No.  122. 

BARRIERS  ON  ROADS. 
To  punish  person*  removing  them,  83 
See  Bill*  No.  I'Vi. 

BARR,  (JOHN.) 
Hi*  memorial,  125 
Committee  discharged  from  petition  and  laid 
on  table,  131 
BATH  COUNTY. 
Resolution  to  open  road  from  Great  falls  in 
Alleghany  to  Jackson's  river  near  Coving- 
ton, 81 
Reported  on,  20 
Recommitted,  1  -lri 

See  Bills  No.  223, 

Petition  for  repeal  of  act  relative  to  licenses 

for  sals  of  ardent  spirits, 
Committee  discharged, 
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BAYLOR,  (BAYNHAM.) 
Hii  deposition  in  Norfolk  election, 
BAYLOR,  (R.  G.) 

Hi*  petition, 
Reported  on, 
Acted  on, 

BAYLY,  (THOMAS  HJ 
Voted  for  u  governor, 

BEABLY,  (THOMAS  ) 
Hi*  petition, 

Committee  discharged  from  petition  and  re- 
ferred to  committee  for  courts  of  justice, 
See  Bills  No.  162. 

BEDFORD  COAL  MINING  COMPANY. 
Incorporated.    See  Bills  No.  81. 

BEDFORD  COUNTY. 
Petition  for  a  turnpike  from  New  London  to 

top  of  Blue  Ridge, 
See  Bill*  No.  2L 

Petition  opposing  formation  of  new  county 
of  Campbell,  Bedford,  Pittsylvania  and 
Franklin, 

Reported  on, 

Petition  for  a  county  tax  on  dogs, 
Reported  on, 
Acted  on, 

BEDFORD  SAVINGS  BANK. 
Charter  to  be  amended, 
See  Bills  No.  200. 
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BEIRNE,  (ANDREW.) 
Voted  for  as  governor,  138 
See  Bills  No.  lfti. 

BELL. 

Motion  to  cans*  bell  to  be  rung  to  convent 
the  house  .  ayes  and  noes  recorded,  LLL 

BELLE  ISLE  MANUFACTORY. 
To  amend  charter  and  increase  number  of 

director*,  18 
Committee  discharged  and  laid  on  table,  32 

BENEVOLENT  MECHANIC  SOCIETY. 
Their  memorial,  111 
Committee  discharged,  IH3 

BERRY'S  FERRY  ROAD. 
Kor  a  survey  of  road  from  Berry's  ferry  to 

intersect  Staunton  road  at  Middle  town,  21 
Reported  on,  5d 

BETHANY  COLLEGE. 
See  Bills  Nu.  1B3. 

BETTING 

Upon  elections  to  be  prohibited,  26 
See  Bills  No.  Ufi. 

BEVERLEY,  (JAMES  B.) 
Hi*  petition,  EC. 
Committee  discharged  and  leave  given  to 
withdraw  petition,  112 


BIDDLE,  (REASON.) 
His  vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  illegal,  C 

BIDDLE,  (SPENCER.) 
His  vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  to  be 
legal,  67. 
BIGGS,  (JOHN.) 
Hi*  petition,  Uu 
Reported  on, 

Acted  on,  lLu 

BILL  IN  EQUITY. 
How  filed  against  members,  (rule  390  G. 
BILLS. 

In  what  order  considered,  (rule  17,)  i 
May  be  delivered  to  members,  taking  re- 
ceipts, (rule  18.)  1 
Committee  to  examine  enrolled  bill*,  (rule 

Committee*  empowered  to  report  by  bill, 
(rule  30J  5 

Clerk  to  announce  state  of  bill,  when  read, 
(rale  45J  £ 

Proposition  to  appoint  person  to  draft  bilk 
for  the  house ,  21 

Of  general  nature  to  be  printed  after  first 

reading,  la 

Limitation  to  be  provided  to  liability  of  as- 
signors of  bonds,  bill*  and  obligations,  20 

Reported  on,  ILL' 

Acted  on,  hJ 
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BILLS. 


A  bill  for  the  temporary  relief  of  die  banks, 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  court  of  Norfolk  county  to  run  the  ferries  of 

■aid  county  by  an  agent,     •  • 
A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Dutoy  and  Powhatan  coal  companies, 
A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Ligon  coal  mining  company, 
A  bill  concerning  the  killing  of  deer, 

A  bill  discharging  Lilburn,  otherwise  oalled  Lilburn  Pleasants,  from 
the  penitentiary,  .... 

A  bill  divorcing  Virginia  F.  C.  Crawford  from  her  husband  William 
A.  R.  Crawford, 

A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  tho  corporation  court  for  the  town 

of  Winchester,  • 
A  bill  concerning  attorneys'  fees, 

A  bill  to  change  tliti  place  of  training  the  officers  of  the  Kith  regiment 
of  militia,  ..... 

A  bill  to  revive  the  act  incorporating  the  Huguenot  conl  mining  and 
iron  manufacturing  company, 

A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  fall  term  of  the  circuit  supe- 
rior court  of  Culpeper,  .... 

A  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  Milforcl  in  the  county  of  Har- 
rison, ..... 

A  bill  reducing  into  one  the  several  nets  prescribing  thr  mode  of  as- 
certaining tlin  taxable  properly  within  tho  commonwealth,  and  for  i 
collecting  the  public  revenue,  - 


A  bill  amending  and  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  concerning 
tuxes  on  licences  to  keepers  of  ordinaries,  merchants,  vendue  ma»- 
ttTH,  irid  certain  other  mihjerts,  ... 
A  bill  «.i .'  rcing  Jnnetta  P.  Allen  from  her  husband  Robert  S.  Allen, 
A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  court  of  (ireenlirier 

county,  .... 
A  bill  divorcing  Auhrl  Joynrr  from  hi*  wife  Julia  Anne,  . 
A  bill  divorcing  Thomas  I'richett  from  his  wife  Elizabeth, 
A  bill  divorcing  Joel  Ferguson  from  his  wife  Elizabeth, 
A  lull  cnnrrrning  western  lend  titles,  ... 
A  bill  authorizing  James  M.  Smith  to  erect  a  wharf  on  a  part  of  the 
public  landing  on  the  «ast  side  of  Coan  river  in  the  county  of 
Northumberland ,  (title  amended.)  concerning  tho  erection  of 
wharves,  .  .  . 

A  bill  concerning  certain  loans  heretofore  authorized  for  the  North- 
western turnpike  road,  ... 
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BILLS. 


A  bill  concerning  the  jurisdiction  nf  circuit  superior  court*,  - 
A  bill  prescribing  the  punishment  for  p<i»->ning  or  attempting  to  poison, 
A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Clover  Hill  coal  mining  and  iron  manufac- 
turing company,  - 
A  lull  t"  incurjeifate  the  Daniel's  run  and  I IaiUford  turnpike  company, 
A  hill  concerning  special  court  of  appeals, 

A  bill  to  provide  Tor  a  revision  of  the  laws,  (title  amended)  providing 
for  the  publication  of  a  Virginia  justice,  • 
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bill  concerning  the  estate  of  George  E.  Harrison  deceased, 
bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  Um  circuit  superior  court  of  Am- 
herst, -  -  -  -  - 
bill  to  amend  the  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  lands  late  the 
property  of  Cornelia  Hopkins  deceased,  •  • 
bill  to  revive  and  amend  the  act  incorporating  the  Madiaon  manu- 
facturing company,  " 
bill  concerning  the  collection  of  taxes,  levies  and  poor  rates, 
bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of 
Mecklenburg  county,  ...» 
hill  concerning  Squire  Sayre,  ... 
hill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Northwestern  turn- 
pike road,  - 


A  bill  requiring  certain  dutiea  therein  mentioned  of  the  court  of  ap- 
peal* and  generil  court,      .  .  -  • 
A  hill  concerning  the  county  and  corporation  courts,  ■ 
A  bill  concerning  the  Fauquier  and  Alexandria  turnpike  road, 
A  bill  to  authorize  two  separate  election*  in  the  county  of  Loudoun, 

and  one  in  thn  county  of  Halifax,  ... 
A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  circuit  court  of  Randolph  county, 
A  bill  divorcing  Charlotte  F.  Helm  from  her  husband  Henry  P-  Helm, 
A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court  of 

Buckingham  county,  .... 
A  bill  concerning  witnesses  in  civil  cases, 

A  bill  incorporating  the  Salem  savings  institution,  society  or  bank, 
A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  quarterly  cuurta  of  Pulaski 

county,  -  *  -  * 

A  bill  concerning  levies  for  the  building  of  bridges  and  causeways, 
A  bill  concerning  executions  and  new  trials  in  cases  upon  warrants, 

A  hill  concerning  John  Peyton  jr.,  •  ■ 

A  hill  lu  change  the  tune  of  holding  the  general  elections  in  the  com-  i 
monwealth,  - 

A  bill  to  amend  an  set,  entitled,  an  act  concerning  general  elections 
in  the  commonwealth,  * 

A  bill  annexing  a  part  of  the  county  of  Mercer  to  the  rountv  of  Giles, 
A  hill  to  establish  a  company  of  light  infantry  in  the  city  at  Kh'Ioii  >inl, 

A  bill  concerning  the  destruction  of  wild  fowl  in  the  counties  of  Ac- 
comack, Fairfax  and  Prince  William,     -  -  - 

A  bill  providing  for  the  arrest  and  detention  of  fugitives  from  justice 
from  other  states,  • 

A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  an  act  declaring  Greenbrier  river  a 
public  highway,  .... 

A  hill  incurp  'tjtinrj  the  Winterpock  rail-road  company, 

A  bill  to  amend  and  explain  the  act,  entitled  an  act  establishing  the 
county  of  Pulaski  of  parts  of  the  counties  of  Montgomery  and 
Wythe,  - 

A  hill  incorporating  the  Western  insurance  company, 

A  hill  amending  the  charier  of  the  town  of  Winchester, 

A  bill  to  author.ze  a  separate  election  at  the  house  of  George  Swhier 
in  the  county  of  Frederick,  ... 

A  bill  providing  fur  the  reissue  of  certificates  of  state  stock  due  the 
llnnk  of  Virginia, 

A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Exchange  Hotel  company  in  the  city  of 
Richmond,  - 

A  bill  concerning  the  town  of  Lawrenceyille  in  the  county  of  Bruns- 
wick, - 

A  bill  concerning  the  Falmouth  and  Alexandria  rail-road  company, 
A  bill  incorporating  the  Elizabeth  and  Parkenburg  turnpike  company, 
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BILLS. 


A  bill  concerning  the  publication  of  deeds, 

A  bill  authorising  n  ferry  from  the  lands  of  Thomas  and  E.  Pollock  in 

the  county  of  Marshall  acrnm  the  Ohio  river, 
A  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  Floyd's  store  in  the  county  of 

Tazewell,  ..... 
A  bill  changing  tho  namo  of  the  town  of  Sparta  in  the  county  of  Rock- 
ingham, ..... 
A  bill  making  further  provision  for  completing  the  eastern  section  of 

the  road  on  the  route  surveyed  from  iltiiilersville  to  Parkeraburg, 
A  bill  authorizing  a  further  subscription  on  behalf  of  the  state  to  the 

stuck  of  the  lUd  and  lilue  Sulphur  springs  turnpike  company,  • 
A  bill  incorporating  the  Patterson's  creek  turnpike  company. 

A  bill  to  amend  the  52d  section  of  the  act,  entitled  an  act  reducing 
into  one  the  several  acts  concerning  wills,  the  distribution  of  intes- 
tates' estates,  and  the  duty  of  executors  ami  administrators,  (title 
amended)  concerning  the  duty  of  executors  and  administrators,  and 
wills  of  personal  estate,  .... 

A  bill  concerning  the  reward  for  killing  wolves  in  the  county  of  Lou- 
doun, (title  amended;  in  the  muntits  of  Loudoun  and  Fairfax,  - 
A  bill  to  estahliili  n  hoard  of  agriculture, 

A  hill  to  e»luh!i»!i  a  company  of  cavalry  in  the  county  of  Halifax, 
A  bill  allowing  further  Ume  to  William  Crump  lor  the  completion  of  a 

mill  dam,         •  •  -  .  20. 

A  bill  concerning  tlour  barrels,  ... 

A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bradford  coal  mining  company  in  the  county 

of  (tnorhland,  .... 
A  bill  charging  real  assets  with  the  payment  of  simple  contract  debts, 
and  declaring  the  mode  of  administering  the  same, 

A  bill  providing  for  the  romoval  of  the  seat  of  justice  for  the  county 

of  Kim;  William,  .... 
A  bill  to  discontinue  Hooe's  ferry  across  the  Potomac  river, 
A  bill  to  change  the  place  of  holding  a  separate  election  in  tho  county 

of  Franklin,  .... 
A  bill  concerning  the  arrest  of  poor  debtors, 

A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  second  quarterly  term  of  the 

county  court  of  Warren,  -  -  j  24 

A  bill  releasing  to  Susan  C.  Bolt  arid  Kliza  Nihlo  the  commonwealth 'a 

richl  to  a  lot  of  land  in  Petersburg,  ... 
A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  courts  of  Jef- 

ferson  county,  ...» 
A  lull  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  coin- 

pany,  ..... 
A  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  certain  lands  for  the  use  of  ths  poor 
of  the  county  of  Northampton,  itille  amended;  concerning  the  pur- 
chase of  lands  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor, 

A  bill  to  change  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  Ike  next  general  assembly, 
A  bill  concerning  the  West  Liberty  academy  in  the  county  of  Ohio, 
A  loll  In  prohibit  betting  upon  election*, 
A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  ferries, 
A  bill  concerning  lotteries,  .... 

A  bill  incorporating  the  town  of  Triadelphia  in  the  county  of  Ohio, 
A  bill  amending  the  laws  concerning  attachments  gainst  absent  de- 
fendants, ..... 

1M  '  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Virginia  axe  company, 
HU    A  bill  to  increase  the  stock  of  the  Dover  coal  mining  company,  and  to 

grant  them  manufacturing  privileges,  ... 
l£d   A  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  an  act  concerning  the  Valley  turnpike 

company,  .  . 

103    A  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  an  act  declaring  Simpson's  creek  a 

public  highway,  .... 
lfll    A  bill  amending  the  laws  in  relation  to  the  course  of  descents, 
Jj&  i  A  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  spring  term  of  the  circuit  su- 
perior court  lor  the  21st  circuit  for  the  trial  of  criminal  cause*,  • 
LUC    A  bill  concerning  the  draining  of  lands, 

UlZ    A  bill  fixing  the  site  for  the  seat  of  justice  for  the  county  of  Pulaski, 

LUz.   A  bill  to  incorporate  ihe  Potomac  und  Alleghany  coal  and  iron  manu- 
facturing company,  -  .  .  .  j 
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BILLS 


A  bill  authorizing  «n  increase  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock company,  • 
A  bill  incorporating  the  Canutes  ferry  bridge  company, 
A  bill  to  convert  the  loan  of  $ 150,000  to  the  Winchester  and  Potomac 
nil-road  company  into  atock ,  • 

A  bill  incorporating  the  Lewiaburg  saving*  institution, 

A  bill  concerning  the  preservation  of  records, 

A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  the  trustee*  of 

the  Halifax  academy,  - 
A  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  an  act  incorporating  the  trustees  of  the 

Union  academy  of  Campbell,  ... 
A  bill  incorporating  the  trustees  of  the  Concord  female  seminary,  - 
A  bill  incorporating  the  Wellsburg  Jefferson  seminary, 
A  bill  incorporating  the  Mercantile  library  association  of  Richmond, 
A  bill  concerning  the  water  works  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  - 

A  bill  concerning  western  land  titles,  ... 

A  bill  increasing  the  reward  for  apprehending  runaways, 

A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Hot  springs  company  in  the  county  of  Bath, 
A  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  an  act  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  militia,  .... 

A  bill  to  give  the  state's  guarantee  to  a  loan  of  the  Richmond,  Frede- 
ricksburg and  Potomac  rail-road,  ... 

A  bill  to  increase  the  capital  of  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and 
Potomac  rail-road,  .... 

A  bill  fixing  the  school  quotas  of  the  counties  of  Orange  and  Greene, 
A  bill  concerning  Squire  Sayre,  ... 
A  bill  concerning  the  collection  of  rents, 

A  bill  exempting  the  counties  of  Prince  William  and  Campbell  from 
the  operation  of  the  act  concerning  apprentice*, 

A  bill  incorporating  the  Princess  Anne  and  KempsviUe  canal  com 
pany,  -  - 

A  hill  tn  increase  and  regulate  the  tolls  on  the  Powhatan  rail-road  and 
the  Tuckahoe  and  James  river  rail  road,  • 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  county  court  of  Augusta  to  subscribe  for  slock 
in  the  Valley  turnpike  company,  ... 

A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  an  act  prescribing  certain  general  re 
filiations  for  the  incorporation  of  turnpike  companies, 

A  Dill  establishing  (lie  county  of  of  parts  of  the  counties  of 

Harrison,  Lewis  and  Wood,  ... 

A  bill  changing  the  manner  of  appointing  an  inspector  of  flour  and 
Indian  meal  m  Winchester,  ... 

A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Western  Virginia  silk  and  agricultural  com- 
pany, ..... 

A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  an  act  concerning  general  elections 
in  this  commonwealth,  (title  amended,)  prescribing  certain  rules  of 
evidence  in  contested  elections,  -  -  » 

A  bill  giving  jurisdiction  to  justices  of  the  peace  in  actions  of  tres- 
pass upon  real  and  personal  property, 

A  bill  amending  the  act  authorizing  the  coonty  court  of  Monongalia 
county  to  raise  money  for  certain  purpose*, 

A  bilbdivorcing  Benjamin  Wright  from  his  wife  Mariana, 

A  bill  extending  the  act  authorizing  the  drawing  of  a  lottery  in  the 
town  of  Fredericksburg,  • 

A  bill  incorporating  the  trustees  of  Richmond  college, 

A  bill  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  an  act  concerning  the  Hampton 
academy,         .  .  .  .  - 

A  bill  increasing,  the  tolls  of  the  Petersburg  rail-road  company,  (title 
amended,)  of  The  Petersburg,  Greensville  and  Portsmouth  and  Roa- 
noke rail-road  companies,  .... 

A  bill  to  incorporate  the  society  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  clergymen  in  Virginia,  ... 

A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  banks, 
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BILLS. 


A  bill  providing  Tor  certain  alterations  to  Die  hall  of  the  house  of  de- 
legates and  to  the  interior  of  the  capitol, 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Verlinda  I'erry,  ... 

A  bill  amending  the  charter  of  the  fire  and  Marine  insurance  com- 
pany of  Wheeling,  •  -  • 

A  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  Mangohick  in  the  county  of 
King  William,  .... 

A  bill  concerning  John  Seabrook,  ... 

A  bill  establishing  the  county  of    of  parts  of  the  counties 

of  Monongalia  and  Harrison,  ... 

A  bill  providing  for  the  erection  of  a  steward's  house  and  for  furnish- 
ing a  supply  of  water  for  the  Virginia  military  institute,  - 

A  bill  incorporating  the  Preston  railroad,  lumber  and  mining  com- 
pany, ..... 

A  bill  authorizing  the  board  of  public  works  to  appoint  agents  in  cer- 
tain cases,  •  •  . 

A  bill  exempting  firemen  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk  from  serving  on 
petit  juries  in  civil  cases,  • 

A  bill  amending  the  laws  concerning  slaves,  free  negroes  and  rau- 
lattoes,  ..... 

A  bill  releasing  John  Murdaugh  from  the  penalties  of  the  duelling  act, 

A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Tazewell  White  Sulphnr  springs  company, 

A  bill  incorporating  the  Sweet  springs  and  Salt  Sulphur  turnpike 
company,  ..... 

A  bill  to  incorporate  French's  hotel  company  in  the  borough  of  Nor- 
folk, ..... 

A  bill  to  amend  the  act  passed  1604,  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  se- 
veral acts  concerning  slaves,  free  negroes,  i&c,  - 

A  bill  divorciog  Mary  Eanes  from  her  husband  George  1L  Eanes, 

A  bill  concerning  Thomas  Beozley  a  free  man  of  colour, 

A  bill  authorizing  additional  compensation  for  the  tuition  of  poor 
children,  . 

A  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  slaves  condemned  to  transporta- 
tion, undnr  Ins  act  concerning  incendiary  publications,  (title  amen- 
ded,) providing  for  the  payment  of  slaves  condemned  to  death  or 
traniiportation ,  .... 

A  bill  authorizing  ft  win  corert  to  maintain  soils  in  their  own  names 
whea  deserted  by  their  husbands,  ... 

A  bill  granting  permission  to  certain  slaves  emancipated  l>y  Jane  Ro- 
binson deceased  to  remain  in  the  commonwealth, 

A  bill  authsrizing  the  confession  of  judgments  in  the  clerk's  office, 
and  for  olaer  purposes,  .... 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  or  John  A.  Trent  deceased,  and  to 
release  the  rijht  of  the  literary  fund  in  certain  cases  to  forfeited 
lands,  ..... 

A  bill  amending  ilJB  charter  of  the  Appomattox  coal  mining  company, 

A  bill  to  authnrue  ■  ferry  from  the  lands  of  William  W.  Wennor  in 
2J  county  of  Loudoun  across  the  Potomac  river,  • 

A  bill  incorporating  the  Kellen  rrei-k  manufacturing  company, 

A  bill  concerning  .he  lien  of  )ud^ments  and  limiting  proceedings 
against  special  bail  in  certain  ess**, 

A  bill  authorizing  the  sergeant  of  the  citv  of  Williamsburg  In  appoint 
a  dnputy  (title  anienusd)  and  empowering  the  common  council  of 
Richmond  to  elect «  n«yor  in  crrtain  cases, 

A  bill  to  authorize  Gcergt  M  L'arringlon  and  William  Walker  to  es- 
tablish a  ferry  across  Janus  river  at  Richmond, 

A  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entiled  an  act  to  rstat.Hbli  the  Bank  of  Ka- 
nawha, ..... 

A  bill  incorporating  Hie  triplet,  0f  t],e  Harrisonburg  academy  in  the 
county  ot  Rockingham,     .  •  .  . 

A  bill  incorporating  the  Dannlle  wrings  institution, 

A  bill  incorporating  the  Dunlins  crneV  tumpiks  company, 

A  bill  providing  more  effectually  for  the  opening  and  repairs  of  public 
roads  in  the  county  of  Loudour.,  ... 

A  bill  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Paiat  Pleasant  in  the  county  of 
Mason,  . 

A  bill  to  authorize  two  separate  elortion*  in  the  county  of  Prineo 
(•eorge,  •  •  .  .  . 

A  bill  to  amend  the  several  act*  concerni™  th.  solemnization  or  mar- 
riages, . 

A  bill  incorporating  the  trustees  oT  Bethanv  BaBan. 

A  bill  to  revive  the  act  authorizing  John  VVUtakat  to  erect  a  toll- 
bridge  across  Peak  creek  in  Wytlie  county-, 

A  bill  to  revive  the  act  incorporating  the  fawee'.  and  Ulue  Sulphur 
springs  turnpike  company,  .  .  j 
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BILLS. 


A  bill  concerning  the  Newbern  uid  Red  Sulphur  spring*  turnpike 
company,  ..... 

A  bill  to  amend  the  act  incorporating  the  Buchanan,  Kincutle  and 
Blacksburg  tarnpike  oompany,  ... 

A  bill  to  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  a  company  to  ealahliah  a  turn- 
pike from  Lersburg  to  the  LitlJe  river  turnpike, 

A  bill  to  amend  lim  act  reducing  into  one  the  eeveral  acta  concerning 
slaves,  free  negro**  and  mulatto**,  ... 

A  bill  for  the  support  and  education  of  poor  girl*  within  this  common- 
wealth, ..... 

A  bill  incorporating  the  Macon  a  mill  and  Cold  Harbour  turnpike 
company,  ..... 

A  bill  concerning  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail-road  company, 

A  bill  appointing  trustees  I'or  the  town  of  New  Market  and  preacribing 
their  power*  and  duties,  • 

A  bill  to  regulate  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  suffrage  in  election!  of 
trustees  for  the  town  of  Portsmouth,  ... 

A  bill  providing  for  the  payment  to  the  Wooditock,  Strasburg  and 
New  Market  academies  the  proportion  of  the  surplus  literary  fund 
allotted  to  them  by  the  school  commissioners  of  Shenandoah  county, 

A  bill  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Williamsport  in  the  county  of  Har- 
rison, •  ... 

A  bill  to  revive  the  act  incorporating  the  Hyco  falls  manufacturing 
company,  ..... 

A  bill  concerning  Peter  Krerner,  ... 

A  toll  directing  the  suspension  of  surveys,  (title  amended)  and  sub- 
scriptions on  the  part  of  the  state,  ... 

A  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  a  road  from 
toe's  ferry  on  Cheat  river  to  ths  Pennsylvania  line, 

A  bill  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Terra  Solis  in  the  county  of  Ka- 
nawha, ..... 

A  bill  concerning  the  New  Shenandoah  company, 

A  bill  changing  the  mode  of  appointing  inspectors  of  salt  in  the 
county  of  Kanawha,  .... 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  Bank  of  Virginia  to  establish  an  agency  in  the 
town  of  Scottsville,  .... 

A  bill  amending  the  act  concerning  commissions  on  sales  under  do- 
cr»es  in  chancery,  ... 

A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Dupuy  and  Bryant  coal  mining  company  in 
ths  county  of  Powhatan,  .... 

A  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  incoporate  the  Harris  creek  manufacturing 
company,  ..... 

A  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  at  the  Buffalo  springs  in  the 
county  of  Nelson,  .... 

A  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Bedford  savings  bank  at  Liberty, 

A  bill  to  amend  the  act  incorporating  the  Buchanan  and  Salem  turn- 
pike company,  .  ■  •  • 

A  lull  authorizing  the  ballast  master  at  Fredericksburg  to  appoint  as- 
sistants, ..... 

A  bill  concerning  William  G.  Hall, 

A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Holiday's  cove  turn- 
pike company,  .... 

A  bill  authorizing  Alexander  1L  Creel  to  establish  a  ferry  across  the 
Okio  river,  ..... 

A  bill  to  revive  the  set  to  incorporate  the  Stonewall  iron  rnanufactu- 
rial  company,  .... 

A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Montpelier  marble  company  in  the  county  of 
Orange,  ..... 

A  bill  concerning  Edward  LL  Womwell, 

A  bill  concerning  Thomas  C.  Burwell  and  Ortavius  A.  Harvey,  - 

A  bill  concerning  Benjamin  Sheppard  adm'r  of  John  P.  Shields  de- 
ceased, ..... 

A  bill  to  change  the  place  of  holding  a  separate  election  in  the  county 
of  Nanaemond,  .... 

A  bill  to  revive  and  amend  the  act  prescribing  the  mod*  of  electing 
trustees  for  the  town  of  Covington,      •  • 

A  bill  to  establish  the  town  of  Dranesville, 

A  bill  making  further  provision  for  opening  a  road  in  the  counties  of 
Bath  and  Alleghany,         •  - 

A  bill  incorporating  the  Salem  and  Bent  mountain  turnpike  com- 
pany, ... 

A  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  incorporate  Uie  Hanover  and  Henrico  ex- 
ploring and  mining  company,  ... 
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BILLS 


A  bill  to  amend  the  imiiiI  acta  concerning  the  Portsmouth  and  Roan- 
oke nil-road  company,  .... 

A  bill  incorporating  Uis  New  Market  and  Buffalo  springs  turnpike 
company,  ..... 

A  bill  incorporating  the  truitees  of  the  Blacksburg  female  academy, 

A  bill  incorporating  the  Roanoke  circulating  library  company, 

A  bill  concerning  Edward  Chapman, 

A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  court  of  appeals,  and 
the  taking  and  trying  appeaU  in  chancery  cases,  and  fur  other  pur- 
poses, ..... 
A  bill  to  provide  for  rebuilding  the  bridge  on  the  Northwestern  turn- 
pike road  across  Elk  creek  in  the  county  of  Harrison, 
A  bill  providing  for  the  appointment  of  inspectors  of  plaster  of  paris, 
A  bill  lo  authorize  the  use  of  paint  in  putting  brand  marks  on  casks 

of  flour  and  indian  meal,  ... 
A  ball  concerning  the  return  and  trial  of  warrants  in  civil  cases,  - 
A  bill  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  fall  term  of  the  circuit 
superior  court  of  Goochland  county,  (title  amended,)  and  In  sus- 
pend  the  act  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  superior  court 
of  the  county  of  Jefferson, 
A  bill  to  change  the  place  of  holding  a  separate  election  in  the  county 

of  Augusta,  ..... 
A  bill  to  authorize  a  separate  election  in  each  of  the  counties  of  Rap- 
pahannock, I lahfax,  Fairfax  and  Amherst, 
A  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  will  of  Martin  Dawson 

deceased,  ..... 
A  bill  incorporating  tbo  Mercer  manufacturing  company  in  the  county 

of  Loudoun,  ..... 
A  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  the  real  estate  of  Elias  Ely  and  George 

Elliott  deceased,  .... 
A  bill  lo  authorize  the  librarian  to  deliver  re|>ort*  of  (he  court  of  appeals 

to  the  judges,  ..... 
A  bill  to  extend  the  act  for  the  temporary  relief  of  the  banks, 
A  bill  changing  the  time  for  holding  the  courts  in  the  county  of  Roa- 
noke, ..... 
A  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Norfolk  savings  institution, 
A  bill  incorporating  the  Clarksburg  savings  sncisty, 
A  bill  to  extend  the  corporate  limits  of  the  town  of  Danville  in  the 

county  of  Pittsylvania,  .... 
A  bill  allowing  a  reward  for  killing  grey  foxes  in  the  county  of  Prince 

William,  ..... 
A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Harrison  county  silk  and  agricultural  society, 
A  kill  concerning  lunatic  hospitals,  ... 
A  bill  incorporating  the  Washington  academy  of  Amelia, 
A  hill  tn  incorporate  the  trustee*  nf  the  Abingdon  female  academy, 
A  bill  authorizing  Ebenexer  Elioson  and  others  to  construct  a  Ml  bridge 

across  the  Rapid  Aun  river, 
A  bill  lo  authorize  the  trustees  of  the  town  or  Islington  to  lew  taxes 
for  the  improvement  nf  Unsxmteof,  the  town,  {title  amended,)  cun- 
ceming  the  town  of  Lexington  ami  the  Hmgnu  *wamp canal, 
A  bill  to  authorize  the  banks  of  this  rommonwealth  to  issue  notes  of  the 

ili-nomination  of  one  and  two  dollar*, 
A  bill  authorizing  an  investment  in  la:nl«  in  Missouri  for  the  benefit  of 

J.  hn  iL  Markle,  .... 
A  bill  imposing  taxes  for  the  support  of  government, 
A  bill  concerning  the  public  armory,         -  -  - 

A  bill  regulating  notarial  fees,  ... 
A  bill  appropriating  the  puhhc  revenue,     -  -  - 

A  bill  cuncerning  the  securities  of  William  R  Mnnrunc, 
A  bill  In  grant  the  use  of  the  public  library  lo  the  clerts  in  the  public 

offices,  ..... 
A  bill  to  incorporate  a  company  lo  erect  a  toll  bridge  across  James  river 

at  Richmond,  .... 
A  bill  empowering  the  governor  (©authorize  the  erection  of  an  engine 

Imuse  un  the  southeast  corner  of  (he  eaptlol  s<|uare, 
A  bill  to  change  the  place  nf  holding  a  separate  election  in  the  county 

nf  Botetourt,  (title  amended,)  and  one  in  the  county  of  Harrison. 
A  bill  to  authorize  a  separata  elrction  at  the  tavern  house  of  John  Mas- 

(en  in  the  county  of  Alleghany, 
A  bill  to  authorize  the  auditor  lo 'issue  a  warrant  in  favour  of  William 

D.  Wren,  administrator  of  Robert  George, 
A  bill  to  increase  the  number  of  directors  at  the  branch  banks  of  the 

Bank  of  the  Valley  in  Virginia, 
A  bill  concerning  Uu>  government  house, 
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DILLS. 


A  Mil  concerning  the  taking  or  oysters  in  the  counties  of  Mathews  and 

Middlesex,  ..... 
A  bill  concerning  Guy  D.  French  and  William  Chapman, 
A  bill  providing  Tor  a  temporary  loan  to  meet  the  deficiency  in  the  trea- 
sury, .    •  . 


bill  imposing  taxes  Tor  the  support  of  government,  - 
bill  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  tits  Little  and  Big  Deep  creek  na- 
vigation company,  and  for  other  purposes, 

bill  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Jeffersonville  in  the  county  of  Tax*, 
well,  ..... 
bill  to  authorize  owners  of  sheep  killed  by  dogs  to  maintain  an  ac- 
tion of  trespass,  .... 
bill  amending  the  charter  of  the  Abingdon  academy, 
bill  to  authorize  the  personal  representative  of  Adam  Bowyers  to 
convey  certain  land  to  Roger  Gum,  ... 
bill  transferring  a  sum  of  money  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Old 
James  river  company  to  the  public  treasury, 
bill  for  the  relist  of  Levi  A.  iilankenahip, 

bill  establishing  the  town  of  Boothtville  m  the  county  of  Harrison, 
bill  making  provision  for  removing  the  senate  chamber  to  the  first 
story  of  the  capitol,  .... 
bill  to  revive  the  set  to  stay  the  proceedings  on  executions,  trust 
deeds  and  other  demands  in  cases  of  refusal  to  receive  bank  notes, 
bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  the  Northwestern  road, 
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BINNS,  (ELIZABETH  A.) 

Her  petition,  81 

Be  ported  on,  2 J 

Laid  on  table,  154 

Acted  on,  122 

BLACK8BURG  FEMALE  ACADEMY. 

To  be  incorporated,  1341 
See  Bills  .No.  22=L 

BLAKE,  (JOSHUA.) 

His  vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  legal,  74 

BLANKENSHIP,  (LEVI  A.) 

His  petition,  ZS 

Reported  on,  SZ 

Becom  milted,  15Q 

Leave  to  bring  in  bill  for  hi*  relief,  218 
8m  Bills  No.  980. 

BLIND. 

Report  of  visitors  of  asylum,  (Doc.  No.  51j  lflfj 

BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Established.   See  Bills  No.  72. 

BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS. 
Auditor's  letter  relative  to  distribution  of 

24th  annual  report  of  board,  lfi 
Repast  referred,  21 
Information  called  for  relative  to  construe- 

tion  of  certain  locks  by  the  Chesapeake 

and  Ohio  canal  company,  &3j  54 

Furnished,  (Doc.  No.  29J  81 
Furlbsr  correspondence.   Doe.  No.  ML 
So  much  of  report  lis  relates  to  Fiahmjj  creek 

road  referred, 
Authorized  to  appoint  agents.  See  Bills  No 

151 

Receipts  and  disbursements  of  fond  stated 
by  treasurer.  Doc.  No.  3,  p 

BONFANTE,  (PETER  ) 
His  voir,  admitted  pood, 

BONDS. 

Limitation  to  be  provided  to  liability  of  as- 
signors of  bonds,  bills  and  obligations, 
Reported  on, 
Acted  on, 

BONDS  OF  PUBLIC  OFFICERS. 
Committee  to  examine,  (rule  28.) 
(Quorum  for  business,  (rule  2gJ 
Committee  appointed. 
Report  presented  and  acted  on, 
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BOOTH8VILLE. 

Town  established .    See  Bills  No.  981 . 

BOTETOURT  COUNTY. 

Petition  for  new  county  of  Botetourt,  Alle- 
gheny, Monroe,  Giles,  Montgomery  and 
Roanoke, 

Leave  to  withdraw  petition, 

Petition  to  amend  charter  of  Buchanan  and 
Salem  turnpike, 

See  Bills  No.  210. 

Petition  to  change  separate  election, 

See  Bills  No.  2tit>. 

BOTT,  (SUSAN  C.) 

Her  petition, 
8m  Bills  No.  68? 

BOTTS,  (THOMAS  HJ 

Nominated  n«  mninr  general, 

BOWYER,  (ADAM.) 
His  representatives  to  execute  a  conveyance 

to  Roger  Gam, 
See  Bills  No.  278. 

BOYD,  (EL1SHA.) 
His  resignation  as  brigadier  general, 
BOY8 

To  b«  employed  for  house ;  thsir  coenpensa 

tion. 

BRADFORD  COAL  MINING  COMPANY 
To  be  incorporated,  4fi 
8m  Bills  No.  SL 

BRADLEY,  (ROBERT.) 
Nominated  as  doorkeeper,  Li 
Appointed,  15 

BRAND  MARKS. 
Paint  to  be  need  in  branding  casks  of  flour 

and  meal,  157 
Sm  Bills  No.  232. 

BRENT,  (WILLIAM.) 
His  petition.  ICS 
Laid  on  table,  162 

BRIBERY. 
Tampering  with  witness,  punishable,  (rule 
41 J  fi 
BRIDGES. 
Carnifex  ferry  bridge  company  to  be  incor- 
porated, 
Sea  Bills  No.  HQ. 

For  constructing  one  across  Shenandoah  ri- 
ftt, 
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Principal  engineer  to  communicate  informa- 
tion relative  to  loss  of  bridge  on  North- 
western road,  ,  144 

Information  afforded,  152 

To  be  constructed  on  Northwestern  turn- 
pike.  See  Bills  No.  23L 

Majority  of  justices  to  be  present  when  or- 
der made  for  building,  41 

Levies  ftir  building  bridges  and  causeways. 
See  Bills  No.  4£ 

Toll-bridge  over  Little  Kanawha  river  at 
Big  ripple,  52 

Hrlween  Richmond  and  Manchester,  lili 

Select  committee  appointed,  LOti. 

Committee  of  propositions  discharged  from 
petition  of  Mrs.  Mayo  and  referred  to  said 
select  committee,  IfHi 

Beferred  again  to  committee  of  propositions,  103 

Company  incorporated  to  erect  bridge  across 
James  river  at  Richmond.  See  Bills  No. 
262,  L2i 

Eliason's  bridge,  14fi 

See  Bilb  No.  1452. 

Whiuker's  bridge.   See  Bills  No.  184. 

Report  of  assessors  on  the  chatters  of  com- 
panies.   Doc.  No.  14. 

BRIGADE  INSPECTORS. 

Proposition  to  restore  the  office,  62 

Rejected,  ii2 
BRIGADIER  GENERALS. 

Commandants  of  regiments  to  give  notice  to 
brigadier  generals  of  time  or  regimental 
muster,  45 

See  Bills  No.  123. 

Resolution  to  elect  one  for  3d  brigade,  1QS 
Agreed  to  by  senate,  1 IQ 

Election  of  general  for  3d  brigade  proceeded 
in  ;  votes  recorded  ;  general  lirown  elect- 
ed, 125,  12£ 
Resignation  of  general  Watts,  1 1 1 
Resolution  to  elect  a  general  for  13th  bri- 
gade, 122 
Agreed  to  by  senate,  127 
Election  msde  ;  general  Dorman  elected,  132 
Hr-H. ^nation  of  general  Urge,  ICS 

To  proceed  to  supply  vacancy,  1141 
Agreed  to  by  senate,  1  ij'J 

Election  made ;  A.  A.  Chapman  elected,  122. 
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Resignation  of  general  Eliaha  Boyd,  121 
To  supply  vacancy ,  122 
Agreed  to  by  senate,  lil 
Election  made  ;  general  Carton  elected,  208,309 

BROADDUS,  (EDWIN.) 
To  refund  money  to  him,  1£3 
Laid  on  table,  lii2 

BROCKENBROUQH,  (JOHN.) 
See  Bank  of  Virginia. 
Resolution  relative  to  hi*  declaration!  as  pre- 
aident  of  Bank  of  Virginia  concerning  the 
value  of  the  bank  atock,  67. 
Laid  on  table,  lid 
Motion  to  take  it  op ;  vote  recorded,  93 
Resolution  indefinitely  poatponed,  L'j 
Voted  for  aa  governor,  1X1 

BROOME,  (BARBARA.) 
Her  petition,  CO 
Reported  on,  1 1  . 

BROWN,  (ALEXANDER.) 
Elected  a  brigadier  general  for  3d  brigade, 

125.126 

BROWNING,  (REESE.) 
Hit  petition,  114 
Reported  on,  103 
Recommitted,  l.">ri 
Leave  to  withdraw,  240 
BROWN,  (JAMES.) 

See  Auditors. 

Elected  second  auditor,  11. 

BROWN,  (ROBERT.) 
Vole  declared  illegal,  33 

BROWN,  (WILLIAM.) 
Nominated  at  doorkeeper,  14 
Vote,  15 

BRUCE,  (JAMES  C.) 
Voted  for  aa  aenator,  110. 
BUCHANAN,  FINCASTLE  AND  BLACKS- 
BURG  TURNPIKE. 
Charter  extended  and  amended,  lfifi. 
See  Billa  No.  1BZ. 

"BUCHANAN  AND  SALEM  TURNPIKE. 
Incorporated,  111 
See  Billa  No.  210. 

BUCKETS. 
To  be  nurchaaed  for  capitol,  226 
Agreed  to  by  senate,  230,  MO 

BUCKINGHAM  COUNTY. 
Petition  to  ohange  superior  court,  21 
Circuit  court  changed.   See  Billa  No.  41. 
Fetition  for  bank  reported  on,  6Q 
Remonstrance  against  declaring  Appomat- 
tox river  lawful  fence,  63 
Report  thereon  laid  on  table,  102 
Petition  for  new  connty,  88 
Reported  on,  1  '  I 

Laid  on  table.  liiG 

BULLETT,  (THOMAS  ) 
Compensation  to  his  heirs  for  revolutionary 

services,  8Q 
Reported  on,  131 
Acted  on,  102 
Papers  to  sustain  the  claim  of  bia  heirs,  125 

BURFOOT,  (LAWSON.) 
See  Truuurrr. 

Elected  treasurer,  122 

BURGE,  (JOSHUA.) 
His  vote  in  Marshall  election  declared  ille- 
gal by  committee, 
Decision  reversed  by  house,  ItD 
BURIAL. 

To  provide  for  burial  of  dead,  131 
Committee  discharged,  202 

BURR,  (AN  A  BELLA) 
Petition,  1B3. 
Reported  en,  124 
LedVe  to  with  lr»w  petition,  iiiU 

BURROWS,  (THOMAS) 
Hie  rote  in  Marshal!  diction  decided  ille- 

;  decision  reversed  by  bouse,  70. 
Ayes  and  noes  recorded  thereon,  71 

BURWELL,  (THOMAS  C.) 
To  allow  hit  claim,  03 
Reported  on,  1>3 


Report  recommitted,  135 
Leave  to  withdraw  petition,  210. 
See  Bills  No.  218. 

BUSINESS. 
Majority  requisite  to  transact  business,  (rule 

If,)  ,  4 

How  introduced  and  considered,  (rule  14,)  4 
How  to  be  despatched,  (rule  17,)  4 
Finished,  245, 216. 


CABELL,  (EDWARD  A.) 
Nominated  as  general ;  voted  for,  lii 

CALDWELL,  (ELBERT  IL} 
Petition  contesting  election  of  John  Scott,  15 
Reported  on,  41 
Taken  up  and  acted  on,  47, 4*.  49,  S£L  51 , 52, 
63, 66, 67, 68, 69,  70, 21  ^  73,  74, 75,  26 
Declared  elected  ;  ares  and  noes.  Til 

CALDWELL,  (JOSEPH ) 
Hia  petition,  23 
Reported  on,  4J 
Report  laid  on  table,  ifi 
Acted  on,  53 
Amendment  offered ;  negatived,  S3 

CALL  OF  HOUSE. 
How  many  may  call  a  house,  (role  'Jj  4 
When  doors  to  be  closed,  (rule  11.1  4 

CAMPBELL,  (A.) 
His  petition,  Uii 
See  Bills  No.  133. 

CAMPBELL  COUNTY. 
Petition  to  change  superior  court.  2s 
Petition  for  a  turnpike  from  New  London  to 

top  of  Blue  Ridge,  26 
See  Bills  No.  22. 

Petition  for  new  county  of  Campbell,  Bed- 
ford, Pittsylvania  and  Franklin,  84.  Sfl 
Reported  on,                                 141  '.Wi 
Laid  on  table,  lfifi 
Leave  to  withdraw  petition  tor  separate  elec- 
tion, fil 
Petition  for  separate  election,  63 
Reported  on,  I  ■> 
Exempt  from  operation  of  act  concerning 
apprentices.    See  Billa  No.  123. 

CAMPBELL,  (DAVID.) 
See  Goxrmor. 

CAMPBELL,  (FRANCIS.) 
Vote  in  MarshaU  election  reported  on,  42 
Decided  illegal,  42 

CAMP,  (JOHN  G.) 
Vote  decided,  33 

CANAL  COMPANIES. 
Princess  Anne  canal  company  to  be  incor- 
porated, 40 
Kempsville  canal  company  to  be  incorpo- 
rated, 40 
Both  reported  on,  41 
First  laid  on  table,  56 
Second  acted  on,  fifi 
CANALS. 

To  condemn  land  for  ditch  or  canal  to  drain 

lands.  S2 
See  Bills  No.  106. 

To  suspend  all  surveya,  62 
See  Bills  No.  199. 

CANE,  (ABRAHAM.) 
His  vole  in  Mar  'hall  election  decided  to  be 

li-pol,  ttt 

CAPITOL. 
Chimni'-a,  Ac.  to  be  examined  and  combus- 
tible materials  removed,  226 
Agreed  to  by  senate  with  amendments,  839 
A  mend  men  ts  aiuended  by  house,  239 
Agreed  to  by  senate,  210 
Alterations.    See  Bill«  No.  148. 

CAPITOL  SQUARE. 
Engine  house  to  be  erected.   See  Bills  No. 
264. 

CAPRON,  (JOHN.) 
His  petition,  137 
Reported  on,  145 
Acted  on,  m 


CAPTAIN  OF  GUARD 
His  letter  transmitted  by  governor,  (Doc- 


No.  IGJ  51 

Warier,  (Edward  wa 

His  vole  in  Marshall  election  decided  legal,  24 


CARNIFEX  FERRY  BRIDGE  COMPANY. 
To  be  incorporated,  3Z 
See  Bills  No.  LLLL 

CARR1NGTON,  (GEORGE  M.) 
His  petition,  117 
See  Bills  No.  124. 

CARSON,  (JAMES  HA 
Elected  brigadier  general  for  16th  brigade, 

20d,2!fl 

CARTER,  (WILLIAM  M.) 
Petition  of  William  Stout  in  his  favour,  101 
Reported  on,  I M 

Acted  on,  lfil 
CA.  SAS. 

To  amend  law  relative  to  en.  ins.  rounded  on 
judgments  rendered  by  justices,  121 
CAUSEWAYS. 

Majority  of  justices  to  be  present  when  or- 
der made  for  erecting  causeways,  41 

See  Bills  No.  48. 

CAVALRY. 
Company-  established  in  Halifax.  See  Bills 

CENSURES. 
When  members  may  be  censured,  (rule  9J  1 

CERTIFICATES  OF  SHERIFFS. 
Committee  of  privilege*  to  examine  returns 
of  elections,  (rule  fc.)  5 
CHAMBEREAYNE,  (BYRD.) 
Appointed  clerk  to  committee  on  banks,  22 

CHAMBERS,  (WILLIAM.) 
Nominated  as  doorkeeper,  14 
Appointed,  li 

CHAPMAN,  (A.  A.) 
Elected  brigadier  general,  132 

CHAPMAN,  (EDWARD.) 
Leave  to  withdraw  petition  and  the  same 

■gain  presented,  131 
See  Bills  No.  230. 

CHAPMAN,  (WILLIAM.) 
His  petition,  S3 
Reported  on,  143. 2122 

Recommitted,  ILi 
See  Bills  No.  271. 

CHAPMAN,  (WILLIAM  H± 
Petition  for  divorce,  22 
Reported  on,  lii 
Acted  on,  160 

CHARLOTTE  COUNTY. 
Petition  for  new  county,  SB 
Reported  on,  141 
Laid  on  table,  lfii 
Petition  for  removal  of  separate  election,  XL  125. 

CHARLTON,  (WILLIAM  B.) 

Nominated  aa  btijradier  general,  L£! 

CHAV1S,  (JOHN.) 

Petition  of  hia  hears,  31 

Reported  on,  99. 

Acted  on,  154 

CHESAPEAKE  AND  OHIO  CANAL 
Information  called  for  relative  to  construc- 
tion of  certain  locks,  53, 51 
Furnished,  81 
Printed.   Doc.  No.  22. 

Further  information,  (Doc.  No.  56.)  1'.'" 

CHESTERFIELD  COUNTY. 
Leave  to  withdraw  petition,  .'J 
Petition  that  state  will  purchase  Mayo's 
bridge  or  incorporate  new  bridge  oom- 
„P*nr.       „  29 
Committee  of  propositions  discharged  from 
petition  relative  to  Mayo'a  bridge,  and  re- 
ferred to  eelect  committee,  IPS 
Reported  on,  lflj 
Acted  on,  ltil 

CINCINNATI  FUND. 
Stated  by  treasurer,  Doe.  No.  3,  p.  12 
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CIRCUIT  SUPERIOR  COURTS. 
Dmth  of  judge  Daniel  announced  by  gover- 

nor,  10 

To  elect  jadjr*  to  supply  tmuct,  2U 

Agreed  to  by  nntt  with  amendment,  22 

Amendment  agreed  to,  03 
Judge  elected  Tor  Sib  eirco.it,              104.  IDG 

Abstract  of  suits  in  court",  (Dee.  No.  Bj  lfl 
Supplement  to  abstract  of  >aiU,  (Doc.  No. 

ej  IflO 

Petition  to  change  time  of  holding  circuit 

court  of  Greenbrier,  19 
See  Rille  No.  12. 

To  give  court?  ippelUte  jnriedietioa  over  ell 

caeee  in  county  courts,  21 
Committee  discharged,  2v2 
Petition  of  Culpeper  to  change  court,  211 
Fill  term  of  Culpeper  changed.    See  Billa 
No.  Li. 

Petition  of  bar  of  Mecklenburg  to  change 

thai  court,  22 
See  Bille  No.  35. 

To  change  time  of  holding  court  of  Ran- 
dolph county,  lii 
See  Bills  No.  12, 

To  change  time  of  holding  epring  term  of 

court  for  21st  circuit,  33 
See  Hille  No. 

Judge  of  Henrico  circuit  court,  where  to 

hold  its  sessions,  211,212 
Agreed  to  by  senate,  242 
To  allow  judges  to  grant  appeals,  lfiS 
Jurisdiction  extended.  See  Sills  No.  2L 
To  re-arrange  circuits,  117 
Committee  discharged  from  resolution  for 

re-arranging  judicial  circuits,  163 
Of  Jefferson  county  changed.   See  Bills 

No.  ea. 

Act  changing  Jeiferson  circuit  court  sus- 
pended. 212 
Amherst  court  changed.   See  Bills  No.  2L 
Of  Buckingham  changed.  See  Bills  No.  LL 
Of  Goochland  changed,  iiii 
See  Bills  No.  235. 

CLAIMS. 

Committee,  how  many,  (rule  28,)  5 
Quorum  for  business,  (rule  21',)  6. 
Committee  appointed,  11 
Clerk  appointed,  11 
Clerk  to  committee  discharged.  145 

CLARKE  COUNTY. 
Petition  to  extend  Northwestern  road,      12.  3d 
Reported  on,  HI 
Laid  on  table,  lift 
To  establish  a  separate  election,  C2 

CLARKE,  (WILLIAM.) 
His  rote  in  Marshall  election  decided  illegal,  G2 

CLARKSBURG  SAV1NG3  SOCIETY. 
See  Bills  No  215. 

CLAUKON,  (WILLIAM.) 
Ilia  sole  in  Marshall  election  decided  legal 

unanimously ;  ayea  recorded, 


CLEGG,  (ALEXANDER) 
His  vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  illegal, 

CLEGG,  (THOMA8  ) 

Vote  in  Marshall  election  illegal, 

Motion  to  amend  resolution  ;  amendment  to 
amendment  offered, 

Vote  recorded  on  last  amendment, 

Vote  recorded  on  first  amendment, 

Question  taken  on  resolution  of  committee 
and  Thomas  Clegg 'a  rota  decided  illegal , 
ayes  and  noes, 

CLERGYMEN. 

Petition  of  proteatant  episcopal  church  to  in- 
corporate society  for  relief  of  widows  and 
orphans  of  clergymen, 

See  Billa  No.  115. 

CLERKS. 

Not  to  delirer  writs  or  subpoenas  againit 
members  during  continuance  of  privi- 
lege, (rale  3it,) 

Abstract  of  suiuTin  courts,  (Doe.  No.  8J 
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Farther  lime  allowed  to  put  fee  bills  in  bands 

of  collectors,  53 
Reported  on,  H5 
Acted  on,  102 
To  be  furnished  with  journals, 
Reported  on,  22 
Acted  on,  1  17 

Resolution  to  require  them  to  forward  poll- 
books  for  new  counties,  138 
Committee  discharged,  2L12 
To  take  receipts  from  sheriffs  for  process  is- 
sued by  them,  1LI 
Committee  discharged,  iu2 

CLERKS  OF  COMMITTEES. 
To  keep  lists  of  petitions,  (rule  MJ  1 
To  deliver  petitions  tn  clerk  of  house,  1 
Of  standing  committees  appointed,  11 
Clerk  appointed  to  committee  on  banks,  22 
Clerk  of  agriculture  discharged,  HQ 
Of  militia  committee  discharged,  1261 
Clerk  of  committee  of  claims  discharged,  145 
Clerk  of  committees  of  mads  and  of  schools 

and  colleges  discharged,  lf»l 
Clerk  to  courts  of  justice  discharged,  2U3 

CLERK  OF  COURT  OF  APPEALS. 
To  repeal  law  appointing  clerk  at  Lewis- 
burg  librarian,  15£ 
CLERK  OF  HOUSE. 
Appointed,  3 
To  enter  on  journal  every  leave  of  absence, 

(rule  12J  1 
To  disallow  pay  during  absence,  1 
How  to  record  ayes  and  noes,  (rule  13,)  1 
Order  of  business,  (rules  L4  snd  17.)  1 
Not  to  permit  papers  and  records  to  be  taken 

out  of  bis  possession ,  (rule  IB,)  1 
Bills  deliverable  on  receipts,  ~  1 
Journal,  how  and  when  drawn  op,  (rule  19,)  4 
To  publish  laws  and  resolutions,  make  notes 

and  indexes,  (rule  jfjj  1 
How  to  interchange  messages  with  clerk  of 

senate,  (rule  21 J  1 
To  make  schedule  of  petitions,  (rule  S3.)  1 
To  preserve  petitions  in  office,  (rule  23,1  f 
List  of  documents  filed  with  papers  with- 
drawn to  be  kept,  (rule  20,)  5 
To  refer  petitions  to  committees,  (rule  27,)  & 
Committee  to  examine  office,  (rule  28,)  & 
Quorum  for  business,  (rule  29,)  & 
Rule  for  reading  bills,  (rule  45.)  6 
Committee  sppointed,  11 
His  communication  relative  to  repairs  to  hall,  1 

laid  on  table,  13 
Referred  to  committee,  12 
To  enquire  into  propriety  of  allowing  com- 
pensation for  superintending  alterations,  12 
Communicates  abstract  from  reports  of  clerks 
of  court  of  appeals  and  circuit  courts  of 
suits  in  their  courts,  (Doe.  No.  8J  lfi 
Authorized  to  employ  boys  for  house,  lfi 
Their  compensation,  IB 
To  make  further  alterations  in  hall  of  bouse,  IS 
Report  on  bis  office  presented,  U 
Report  of  committee  read  and  acted  on,  £2 
Report  of  committee  on  his  accounts  for  re- 
pairs to  ball  acted  on,  212 
CLERKS  IN  PUBLIC  OFFICE8. 
Resolution  to  allow  them  use  of  library,  12Q 
See  Billa  No.  261. 

CLERK  OF  SENATE. 
How  to  interchange  messages,  (rale  21,)  4 

CLINTON,  (THOMA8  GT) 
His  deposition  in  .Norfolk  election,  31 

CLOUD,  (MARTIN.) 
Petition  for  new  county,  171 
Laid  on  table.  121 

CLOVER  HILL  COAL  COMPANY. 
To  be  incorporated,  22 
See  Cilia  No.  2fL 

COFIELD,  (JACOB.) 
His  vote  in  Marshall  contested  election  re- 
ported on  end  resolution  passed  over,  19 
His  vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  ille- 
gal ;  ayee  and  noes  recorded,  74, 25 
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COLLECTION  OF  REVENUE. 
Doty  of  sheriffs  to  credit  on  all  Ui  bill*  the. 
day  and  date  of  collection, 

COLLECTIONS 
j  Of  taxes,  levies  and  poor  rates.   See  Bills 
I    No.  34. 

COLLECTORS. 
Resolution  allowing  time  to  clerks  to  place 

fee  billa  in  banda  of  collectors, 
Reported  on, 
Acted  on, 

Resolution  relative  to  collection  of  poor 
rates, 

Reported  on, 
Acted  on, 
See  Bills  No.  UL 

COLLEGES. 
Trustees  of  Richmond  college  incorporated. 

See  Bills  No.  HZ 
Bethany  college.   See  Bills  No.  LH3. 

COLLINS,  (A.) 

His  petition, 
See  Bills  No.  inn. 

COMBUSTIBLE  MATERIALS. 
To  be  removed  from  capitol, 
i  Agreed  to  by  senate  with  amendments, 
Amendments  amended  by  house, 
Agreed  to  by  senate, 

COMMERCIAL  CONVENTION. 
Memorial  relative  to  licenses  to  merchants, 
Report  of  committee  on  petition  presented 
and  laid  on  table, 

COMMISSIONERS. 
Their  compensation  for  sale  of  real  and  per- 
sonal estate  under  orders  of  chancery 
courts  to  be  regulated, 
Reported  on, 
Acted  on, 

Reconsidered  and  laid  on  table,  100, 
COMMISSIONERS  OF  REVENUE. 
Proposition  to  prevent  justices  of  peace  from 

holding  office  of  commissioners  of  reve- 
nue, 41,42 
Motion  to  emend,  allowing  justices  now  in 

office  to  hold  the  same ;  vote  recorded. 
Question  on  first  proposition  ;  vote  recorded, 
See  Bills  .No.  14. 

COMMISSIONS. 
To  regulate  commissions  allowed  for  sale  of 

real  and  personal  estate  under  orders'  in 

chancery,  LI 
Reported  on,  12 
Acted  on,  56 
Reconsidered  and  laid  on  table,  100, 101 

Resolution  relative  to  commissions  allowed 

under  decreea  for  sale  of  property, 
On  sales  under  decrees.    See  Bills  No.  205. 

COMMITTEES. 
Members  not  to  vote  when  not  present  when 

question  put,  (rule  7_j  1 
Standing  committees  to  bs  appointed  by 

speaker,  (rule  28,)  5. 
Number  of  each  specified,  & 
How  many  to  form  a  quorum,  (rule  29,  5 
To  provide  in  bills  general  provisions  for 

particular  cases,  (rule  30,)  & 
To  report  by  bill,  fi 
Select  committees,  of  how  many  composed, 

(rule  31,)  5 
Duty  of  committee  of  privileges,  (rule*  32 

and  33,)  $. 
Duty  oTcommittee  of  schools,  (rule  M,)  % 
Duty  of  committee  or  finance,  (rule  an,)  5. 
Announced  by  speaker,  H 
Clerks  appointed,  ]  l 

Rule  suspended  to  add  to  committee  of  roads 

and  internal  navigation,  18 
Added  to,  12 
Motion  to  amend  rulee  and  appoint  standing 

committee  on  trade  and  mechanic  arts,  1 16 
Of  trade  and  mechanic  arts  to  be  appointed,  112 
Appointed,  H3 
Reports  rejecting  petitions  and  other  matters 

laid  on  table,  202 
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CONCORD  FEMALE  ACADEMY. 
1'etition  of  trustees,  4B 
Sm  Billi  No.  m 

CONFERENCES 
Asked  with  senate  on  bill  concerning  banks, 

(Sm  Bills  No.  146J  228 
Agreed  to  by  senate,  22a 
Committee  appointed,  235 
Report  of  com  mi  Use  presented,  232 
Acted  on,  837,  Zii 

Asked  by  senate  on  same  bill,  240 
Agreed  to  by  bouse  ;  report  made  and  laid 

on  table,  21H 

CONFESSION  OF  JUDGMENTS. 
To  be  allowed  in  clerk's  office,  DO 
See  Bills  No.  ISL 

CONNELLY,  (BONARD  A.) 
His  vote  in  Marshall  election  declared  legal,  22 

CONSTABLES. 

To  require  courts  to  lay  off  counties  into  pre- 
cincts for  constables,  122 

To  alter  and  amend  law  relative  to  their  lia- 
bility in  their  official  bonds,  122. 

Committee  discharged,  183 

CONTESTED  ELECTION8. 

Duty  of  committee  of  privileges  in  contest- 
ed elections,  (rule  33,)  5 

Person  succeeding  in  contest  entitled  to  pay, 
from  what  time,  (rule  36,|  5 

Report  upon  petition  of  William  E.  Cun- 
ningham presented  and  partly  acted  on,  22 

Decision  of  mayor  of  Norfolk  that  persons 
Toting  for  congress  in  morning  not  enti- 
tled to  vote  for  delegates  afterwards,  re- 
versed by  committee,  31 

Resolution  of  committee  concurred  in  by 
bouse;  vote  recorded,  31 

Notice  of  J.  T.  Allyn  of  misconduct  in  offi- 
cer conducting  election  decided  by  com- 
mittee to  be  sufficient  to  raise  question  of 
legality  of  election,  32 

Substitute  offered  declaring  election  vacated 
and  to  be  sent  back  for  new  election,  32 

Report  of  committee  on  the  contest  between 
Cunningham  snd  Allyn  taken  up,  33 

Resolution  of  committee  deciding  general 
objection  to  voters  "  not  qualified  accord- 
ing to  constitution,"  sufficient,  33. 

Resolution  declaring  John  Stanford's  vote  il- 
legal because  not  sustained  by  evidence,  32 

Resolution  declaring  Eleazer  Stillman's  vote 
and  2a  others  illegal  for  same  reason,  33 

Resolution  declaring  votes  of  John  Quinn 
and  five  others  illegal,  33. 

Votes  of  Peter  Bonfante  and  seven  others 
admitted  good,  33 

Votes  of  Robert  Brown  and  two  others  de- 
clared illegal,  there  being  no  evidence,  33 

Votes  of  Joseph  Wright  and  Jamee  Wright 
decided  good,  33 

Votes  of  John  (i.  Camp  and  of  John  Dun- 
ston,  33. 

Validity  of  election  questioned  because  voters 
were  rejected  by  the  mayor,  and  for  other 
reasons,  and  point  argued,  34 

Deposition  of  Oscar  E.  Edwards,  31 

Deposition  of  Thomas  G.  Clinton,  34 

Deposition  of  E.  Cosby,  34 

Deposition  of  Joeepb  Spratley,  35_ 

Deposition  of  Miles  King,  £i 

Deposition  of  B.  Baylor,  3£ 

Deposition  of  N  .  C.  Whitehead, 

Resolution  declaring  rejection  of  voters  who 
voted  for  congress  and  afterwards  offered 
to  vote  for  delegates  illegal,  311 

Subetitute  considered  ;  amendment  offered,  3d 

Vet*  recorded  on  amendment  to  substitute,  32 

Substitute  ss  amended  agreed  and  resolu- 
tion as  substituted  adopted,  32 

Resolution  declaring  notice  sufficient,  32 

Resolution  declaring  election  void,  37 

Resolution  for  issuing  nsw  writ  of  election,  32 


Slate  of  poll  reported, 

Resolution  declaring  notice  sufficient  to 
question  of  legality  of  election  considered, 

Previous  question  called, 

Vote  on  adopting  resolution  recorded, 

Leave  to  Allyn  to  withdraw  certain  papers 
filed  in  contest, 

Report  in  Marshall  county  contest  taken  up, 
(Doc.  No.  17J 

E.  LL  t  Md  *  ell  admitted  to  bar  to  be  heard, 

Preamble  to  report  amended,  declaring  ge- 
neral notice  that  voter  not  qualified  under 
constitution  sufficisnt, 

Notice  of  disqualifications  required, 

Votes  of  John  Allsn  and  others  declared  il- 
legal, 

Votes  of  Thomas  Clegg  and  others  reported 

on, 

Resolution  declaring  Clegg' s  vote  illegal, 
Motion  to  amend  it  and  declare  that  general 
notice  not  sufficisnt  to  raise  question  of 
alienage,  a 
Amendment  to  amendment  that  notice  does 
not  make  it  incumbent  on  sitting  member 
to  prove  voter  to  be  a  citizen, 
Queetion  considered ;  previous  question  call- 
ed and  sustained ;  amendment  to  amend- 
ment negatived ;  vole  recorded,  |ij 
Vote  on  question  relative  to  alienage  record- 


flfl 
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Votes  of  Clegg,  Henderson,  Rogerson, 
Campbell  and  M'Kenegban  declared 
Illegal,  42 
Ayes  and  noes  recorded  on  Clegg's  vole,  43 
Vote  of  Henderson  declared  illegal,  ill 
Vote  of  Rogerson  declared  illegal,  42 
Vote  of  Campbell  declared  illegal,  42 
Vote  of  M'Kenegban  delared  illegal,  49 
Jacob  Cofield's  vote  passed  over,  42 
Robert  Rush's  vote  declared  illegal,  &it 
Votes  of  Kirkman,Burge,Creewell,  Wilkin- 
son and  Travis  declared  illegal  by  commit- 
tee, because  returned  delinquent,  CO 
Previous  question  called  and  sustained,  M 
Question  put  on  concurring  with  commit- 
tee, decision  reversed,  5H 
Consideration  of  report  postponed,'  5ft 
Documents  to  be  used  as  evidence  in  Mo- 
nongalia contested  election,  51 
Motion  to  print  ell  reports  on  contested  elec- 
tions ;  laid  on  table,  52 
Report  of  privileges  in  contest  from  Mar- 
shall county  to  be  printed,  52 
Taken  op,  (Doc.  No.  I7J  fifi 
Votes  of  William  1L  Henry,  John  Marshall, 
Moses  Smalley,  George  Ryan,  William 
Clarke  and  Frederick  Smith  declared  ille- 
gal, 02 
Votes  of  James  Parks,  Timothy  Mayhall, 
Alexander  Bar,  William  Ruth,  Jehu  Par- 
sons, Reason  Biddle,  Andrew  Montgome- 
ry and  1L  B.  O'Neal  declared  illegal,  G7 
Votes  of  Abraham  Cane  and  twelve  others 

declared  legal,  £7 
Votee  of  Peter  Marker.  Robert  M'Connell, 
James  Fitxsimmons,  Philip  Robinson,  Le- 
vin C.  Kirkman,  Spencer  Biddle  and 
Henry  Baker  declared  legal,  £7 
Vote  or  Aaron  Young  declared  legal ;  mo- 
tion to  reverse  decision  of  committee ;  ne- 
gatived ;  vote  recorded,  62 
Vote  of  Ebenezer  Gorby  decided  legal,  62 
Report  of  committee  laid  on  table,  LI 
Report  again  taken  up  and  considered,  Ci 
Vute  of  John  Moore  declared  illegal,  fit 
Turner  Parriott'a  vote  decided  illegal ;  vote 

thereon  recorded,  68,  C2 

Vote  •  of  Alexander  Clegg,  James  Luke  ana 

William  Wilson  decided  illegal,  62 
Vote  of  James  Games  decided  by  committee 

to  be  illegal  :  decision  reversed  by  boose,  62 
Vote  of  Eh  TolbeTt  decided  illegal  by  com- 
mittee 1  decision  reversed  by  house,  CH 
Vote  of  Daniel  Jones  decided  illegal,  &2 


Vote  of  Dennis  M.  Parriotl  decided  illegal . 
ayes  and  noes  recorded  thereon,  62 

Vote  of  James  Patterson  decided  illegal,  62 

Vote  of  Thomas  Burrows  decided  illegal . 
decision  reversed  by  house,  70 

Ayes  and  noes  recorded  thereon,  21 

Votes  of  Jesse  Bane,  William  M'Fartaad, 
Garrett  Snedeger,  Francis  M'Grsth  and 
Hugh  Kerr  decided  legal,  21 

Vote  1. 1  William  Clausen  decided  legal  ,  ayes 
and  noes  recorded,  21 

Vote  of  John  Allen  decided  legal ;  ayee  and 
noes  recorded,  71,  78 

Votes  of  John  Castor,  Bonard  A.  Connelly, 
David  Allen,  George  M'Caakey,  David 
M'Mechen  and  George  Majors  decided  to 
be  legal,  72 

Votes  of  David  Majors  and  John  Majors  de- 
cided to  be  legal;  ayes  and  noes  record- 
ed, 72,  23 

Vote  of  Andrew  Kiger  decided  to  be  legal,  22 

Motion  to  reconsider  vote  deciding  vote  of 
Andrew  Montgomery  to  be  illegal ,  ayes 
and  noes  recorded,  7.1 

Qoeetion  again  propounded  on  Andrew 
Montgomery's  vote;  ayes  and  noes  re- 
corded, 22 

Votes  of  John  Wilson,  John  A.  Roe  and 
Gsius  Roberts  decided  to  be  legal,  12 

Votes  of  R.  Tomlinson, T.  Taylor,  J.  Purdy , 
J.  Jameson,  J.  Blake,  M.  Pvles,  E.  W.  Ca- 
rier,  E.  Sopler,  F.  Cox  and  S.  Purdy,  sen. 
decided  to  be  legal,  24 

Vote  of  Jacob  Cofield  decided  illegal ;  ayes 
and  noes  recorded,  M,  li 

Slate  of  poll  at  close  of  election,  25. 

State  as  amended  by  bouse,  75^  lu 

Resolution  declaring  Caldwell  elected,  24 

Motion  to  amend  and  declare  Scott  elected ; 
previous  question  called;  ayes  and  noes 
recorded,  26. 

Question  on  resolution ;  ayes  and  noes  re- 
corded, Zfi 

Rtport  in  contest  btttttrn  Tanzry  and  Evans 
from  Monongalia  taken  op,  til 

Doc.  No.  13. 

Tanzey  heard  at  bar,  fil 

Resolution  declaring  notice  of  intention  to 
contest  sufficient,  E2 

Motion  to  amend  and  declare  notice  insuffi- 
cient ;  negatived ;  ayes  and  noes  record- 
ed,     ^  ti 

Question  on  agreeing  to  resolution ;  ayes 
and  noes  recorded,  G2 

Resolution  declaring  that  depositions  were 
taken  in  lime,  and  construing  Isw  requi- 
ring "  one  month  therefor"  to  mean  one 
calendar  month,  adopted,  &4 

Ayes  and  noes  recorded  thereon,  &4 

Resolution  rejecting  Tsnxey's  memorial 
read ;  motions  to  amend  so  as  to  declare 
election  illegal  and  void  and  issue  new 
writ ;  vole  upon  amendment*,  zl 

Motion  to  reconsider  last  vols  ;  rejected,  Hi 

Amendment  offered  to  amendment  rejecting 
Tanzey 's  memorial  and  declaring  Evans 
not  entitled  to  seat ;  rejected ;  vote  record- 
ed, et^  62 

Question  on  amendment  under  considera- 
tion and  house  adjourns,  82 

Amendment  acted  on  and  rejected, 

Ayee  and  noes  recorded,  86,  t:3 

Question  on  agreeing  with  committee  in  re- 
jecting petition  of  Tsnaey ;  previous  ques- 
tion; aves  and  noes  recorded,  83 

To  prescribe  general  rules  for  government  of 
contested  elections,  79 

See  Bills  No.  132. 

See  A'eir  Jerny. 

CONTINGENT  FUND. 

List  of  warrants  drawn  on  fund  by  order  of 
executive,  ZUl-  ZH 

CONVENTION  AT  GILE8  COURTHOUSE. 

Memorial  for  appropriation  for  road,  yj 
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Reported  on,  88 
Recommitted,  ULi 
Reported,  141. 154 

Acted  oa,  1£L  V3& 

CONVENTIONS. 
Whig  and  democratic  tendered  uw  of  hull, 

CONVEYANCES. 
All  Jf  i-  '«  admitted  to  record  to  be  Mt  up  at 

courthouse  door, 
Sea  Bill*  No.  fi&. 

CORONERS 
To  provide  for  burial  of  daad  bodiea, 
Committee  discharged, 

CORPORATION  LEVIES. 
To  provide  further  security  for  collection, 
Acted  on, 

CORPORATION  COURTS. 
Bill  concerning  them.    Sea  Bills  No.  'J£L 

CORRECTIONS 
Of  mistakes  in  recording  ayes  and  noaa  how 

and  whan  made,  (ml*  13.) 
8m  / 

COSBV,  (E) 
His  deposition  in  Norfolk  election, 
COSTS. 

To  fix  what  attorney 'a  fee  for  moliona  on 
forthcoming  bonds  to  be  lazed  in  bill  of 
coats, 

See  Bills  No.  ft, 

But  one  set  of  coats  to  be  taxed  in  suits  on 

•ante  obligation, 
Reported  on, 
Acted  on, 

COUNCIL 
Resolution  for  election  of  member, 
Laid  on  table, 

Requested  to  lay  journal  before  house, 
Resolution  taken  up  and  day  fixed  for  elec- 
tion of  member, 
Agreed  to  by  senate, 
Member  elected, 

COUNTIES. 
Resolution  to  require  clerks  to  forward  poll 

hooka  for  new  counties, 
Committee  discharged, 
New  county  of  Harrison,  Lewi*  and  Wood. 

See  Bills  No.  134. 
New  county  formed.   See  Bills  No.  130. 

COUNTY  COURTS. 
To  lessen  the  quarterly  term*, 
See  Bill*  No.  32. 

Quarterly  court  of  Warren  county  changed 
See  Bills  No.  SL 

COUNTY  LEVIES. 
To  provide  further  aecurity  for  collection, 
Acted  on, 

To  amend  law  relating  thereto, 
Reported  on, 
Acted  on, 

To  be  laid  on  other  object*  of  taxation, 
Reported  on, 
Acted  on, 

COURTNEY,  (WM.  J.) 
Hi*  petition, 
See  Bi lis  No.  22, 

COURT  OF  APPEALS. 
Proposition  to  require  them  to  report  new 

points  of  law  involved  in  their  decisions, 
See  Bills  No.  3d. 

To  amend  act  providing  for  holding  special 

courts. 
See  Bills  No.  22. 

To  print  record  of  cause*  in  court, 
Certain  dutiea  required.    See  Bill*  No.  23. 
To  amend  law*  concerning  court.    See  Bill* 
No.  SOL 

Abstract  exhibiting  suit*  in  court,  (Doc. 
No. 

Supplement  thereto.   Doe.  No.  8. 
To  repeal  law  appointing  clerk  of  court  at 

Lewisburg  librarian, 
Committee  discharged, 
Copies  of  law*  of  other  state*  and  of  union 

to  be  cent  to  library  at  Lewisburg, 
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Their  apartments  changed,  '  '222 
See  Bills  No.  i&S. 

COURTS. 
Sea  Jlpptal;  (Court  of.) 

To  lessen  number  of  quarterly  county  court*,  2ti 
Be*  Bill*  No.  aa. 

Quarterly  court  of  Warren.    See  Bill*  No.  32. 
Proposition  to  rearrange  judicial  circuit*,  112 
Committee  discharged,  1M3 
See  Circuit  Courts. 

COURTS  OF  JUSTICE. 
Committee ;  how  many,  (rule  2a1,)  & 
Quorum  for  business,  (rule  20,)  &. 
Committee  appointed,  14 
Clerk  appointed,  JJ 
Leave  to  committee  to  ait  during  session,  129 
Committee  discharged  from  business  and 
clerk  discharged  from  attendance,  202 
COVINGTON. 
Petition  of  citixeo*,  1  Ofi 

See  Bill*  No.  22L 

COX,  (FRIEND.) 
Hi*  vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  legal.  24 

CRAIG'S  CREEK. 
Enquiry  into  propriety  of  surveying  it,  32 
Reported  on,  4Z 
Acted  on,  &fi 

CRAWFORD,  (VIRGINIA  F.  C.) 
Petition  for  a  divorce,  13 
See  Bill*  No.  2. 

CREEL,  (ALEX'R  HJ 
Hi*  petition,  1311 
Hi*  ferry.    See  Bill*  No.  214. 

CRIMINAL  CODE. 
Enquiry  to  be  made  a*  to  progress  of 

revision,  31 
Committtee  discharged,  202 

CRIMINALS. 
Petition  of  Monongalia  to  take  from  judge* 
power  to  inflict  on  criminal*  additional 
puniabment,  Li 
Reported  on,  41 
Acted  on,  4fi 
To  amend  law*  in  relation  to  arrest*  or  deten- 
tion of  persons  charged  with  crime*  out  of 
slate,  22 
Committee  discharged,  202 

CR1SWELL,  (JAMES.) 
Hi*  vote  in  Marshall  election  declared  illegal 

by  committee,  SO 
Decision  reversed  by  house,  Ll 

CROOK,  (CHARLES.) 
Leave  to  withdraw  petition,  31 

CROUCH,  (RICHARD.) 
Hi*  petition,  38 
See  Bill*  No.  13L 

CRUMP'S  DAM. 
Leave  to  bring  in  bill  allowing  further  time 

to  complete  dam,  2D 
See  Bill*  No.  2ft. 

CUNNINGHAM,  (WM.  E.) 
Petition  contenting  election  of  Joaeph  T 

Allyn,  IS 
Reported  on,  32 
Heard  at  bar  in  contacted  election,  22 
Report  taken  up  and  partly  acted  on,  2Z 
Again  taken  tip,  31,  32,  33.  34,  35, 34L,  32 

See  Contested  Elettioni. 

CULPEPER  COUNTY. 
Petition  of  bar  to  change  time  of  holding 

court,  23 
Fall  term  nf  circuit  court  changed,  2u 
See  fiitla  No.  12. 

CUSTOR,  (JOHN.) 
HI*  vote  in  Marshall  election  declared  legal,  22 


I) 

DABNEY,  (JOHN  B.) 
Nominated  as  judge, 

DABNEY,  (HAMILTON.) 
Nominated  a*  doorkeeper, 
Vote, 


104,105 
14 
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DALY,  (SAMUEL) 
Hi*  petition,  23 
Reported  on,  41 
Acted  on,  4£ 

DANIEL,  (JAMES.) 
Hi*  petition,  112 
Reported  on,  1M 
Acted  on,  IflJ, 
DANIELS  RUN  AND  HAILSFORD 
TURNPIKE, 
i  Incorporated.   Pee  Bilk  No.  2L 
I  DANIEL,  (WILLIAM.) 

i  Nominated  a*  judge,  104,  10.ri 

DANVILLE.  — 1 

Hustings  court, 
!  To  extend  it*  limit*,  1£5_ 
i  Petition  of  citizen*,  JUaj 
See  Bill*  No.  24M 

DANVILLE  SAVINGS  BANK. 
See  Bill*  No.  122. 

DAVIS,  (WILLIAM.) 
Leave  to  withdraw  petition,  ]  :,\ 

DAWSON,  (MARTIN.) 
Petition  of  literary  fund  relative  to  his  estate,  124 
Petition  of  Hives  and  Wm.  W.  Dawson,  24 
Remonstrance  against  petition  of  literary 

fund,  22 
See  Bill*  No.  233. 

DAWSON,  (WM.  W.) 
Hi*  petition,  £4 
See  Bills  No.  238. 

DEAF  AND  DUMB  ASYLUM. 
Report  of  visitor*  presented,  (Doe,  No.  61,)  lflfi 
DEATHS. 

William  D.  Hodge*'*  death  announced,  lfifl 
Proceeding*  thereon,  ]».:> 
Funeral  attended,  170 
DEBATE. 

Member  how  to  address  chair,  (rule  2^  3 
To  adhere  to  (object,  3 
Indecent  and  disrespectful  language  pro- 
hibited, 3 
Member*  in  debate,  bow  recognized, 

(rule i  3.)  3 
How  often  to  (peak,  (rule  4j)  3 
Questions  once  determinedTnot  again 
debateable,  (rule  5J  3 
DEBT. 

Real  estate  of  testator .  or  intestate'*  to  be 

subjected  to  payment  of  debts,  52. 
See  Bill*  No.  £2. 

Imprisonment  for  debt  to  be  aboliihed,  C3 
Committee  discharged,  202 
DEBT,  (PUBLIC.) 

See  Lean*. 

Resolution  relative  to  payment  of  interest 

on  state  debt  in  specie,  32 
Reported  on,  43 
Committee  discharged,  L2 
Second  auditor  to  prepare  statement  of  debt 

of  state  and  it*  resources,  1 N7 

Prepared  and  reported,  (See  Doc  No.  52,)  125 
Motion  to  print  extra  copies  of  report  of  •*- 

cond  auditor,  (Doc.  No.  52,)  123 
Motion*  to  amend  proposition,  123. 
Motion  to  print  indefinitely  postponed,  IB 
Report  of  the  committee  of  finance.  (Doc. 

No.  04.) 

DEBTORS 
To  be  allowed  to  confess  judgments  in 

clerk'*  office ,  nu 
See  Bill*  No.  1£Z„ 

Concerning  arrest  of  poor  debtor*.  See 
Bill*  No.  Cfi. 

DECREES. 
To  provid*  by  law  for  their  regiitry,  42 
See  Bill*  No.  \SL 

Commissions  on  sales  under  decree*.  See 

Bills  No.  20o, 

DEEDS. 

To  amend  law  and  make  acknowledgment 

of  deeds  by  single  justice  sufficient,  32 
Reported  on,  41 
Acted  on,  4ii 
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All  deed*  admitted  to  record  to  be  aet  up  at 
courUiouM  door, 

Publication  of.    See  Dill*  No.  G8. 

DEEP  CREEK  NAVIGATION. 

Petition  of  Little  and  Big  Dwp  cre«k  com- 
pany, 

Motion  to  bring  in  bill  lo  enlarge  capital  to 

extend  improvement ;  laid  ou  table,  120. 
Bee  Hilli  No.  274. 

DEER. 

To  amend  act  relative  to  killing  deer,  12 

See  Bills  No.  ft 

DEFENDANTS. 

To  repeal  act  requiring  non-remdeni  defen- 
danta  lo  give  eecurity  for  performance  of 
decreet,  12 

Committee  discharged,  lilii 

Bee  Bills  No.  XL 

Resolution  relative  to  ooata,  lQii 
Reported  on,  132. 
Acted  on,  ICC 
Attachments  against  absent  defendants. 

See  Bills  No.  29. 

DELEGATES. 

See  Mtmhert. 

Report  of  committee  on  returns  of  delegates 
by  sheriff.,  L±> 

Report  of  committee  on  qualifications  of 

members,  HI 

List  of  members,  246,  ill 

DELINQUENT  LANDS. 

To  amend  and  explain  the  act  concerning 
western  land  titles,  12 

See  Bills  No.  21.  130. 

Proceeds  of  sales  to  be  paid  to  school  com- 
misaioners  of  western  counties  to  build 
new  school  houses,  Ac,  .    2ft  £al 

Reported  oo,  123.  lftl 

Acted  on,  IG6,1£L'X® 

To  appoint  commissioners  to  make  deeds  to 
clerks  of  courts,  116 

See  Bills  No.  StL 

Persons  returned  delinquent  for  nonpayment 
of  taxes  decided  by  committee  not  entitled 
to  vote :  decision  reversed,  5ft 

Resolution  for  collecting  delinquent  property 


11 
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Reported  on, 
Acted  on, 

DEPOSITES. 
Propriety  of  removing  public  depoaites  from 
banks  considered  by  governor  in  his  an- 
nual measage, 
Bee  Utile  No.  1  1'i. 

DEPOSITIONS. 
To  authorize  depositions  to  be  taken  where 

wilneases  reside  out  of  county, 
See  Bill*  No.  1ft 

To  provide  mode  of  giving  notices  to  take 

depositions  in  chancery  suits, 
Com:nittee  discharged, 

DESCENTS. 
Reaolution  relative  to  pretermitted  or  pent im 

moiis  children, 
Laws  amended.    Bee  Bills  No.  104. 

DETAINER. 
To  provide  for  change  of  venue  in  cases  of 

forcible  entry  and  detainer,  133 
Reported  on,  112.  lid 

Acted  on.  lfi£ 

DILL,  (ANDREW.) 
His  petition,  1A 
DIRECTORS 

See  Banks. 

DISORDER. 
Sergeant  lo  ascertain  who  hissed  in  galle- 
ries, 

To  provide  by  law  to  prevent  disturbances 

to  legislative  proceedings, 
Committee  discharged, 

DISTRIBUTION. 
8ee  Bills  No.  2ft 

DISTRICT  FREE  SCHOOLS 
By  stem  to  be  established, 


NO 
111 


211 


Committee  discharged  from  resolution,  lftl 
Svtem  lo  be  established,  HiTi 
Ayes  snd  noes  recorded,  1 1  ~> 

Operations  of  schools,  Doc.  No.  4,  p.  12 

DISTURBANCES. 
Sergeant  to  endeavour  to  ascertain  who  hiss- 
ed in  galleries,  140 
To  provide  by  law  to  prevent  disturbances 

of  the  legislature,  1  1 1 

Committee  discharged,  202 

DIVISION  OK  HOUSE. 
How  required  and  taken,  (rule  37, >  U. 

DIVORCES. 
To  give  courts  jurisdiction  in  all  applications 

for  divorces  a  tincuio  matrimonii,  122 
Committee  discharged,  202 
For  individual  applications,  refer  to  proper 
head. 

DOCUMENTS. 
List  of  those  filed  with  petitions  lo  be  kept 

when  they  are  withdrawn,  (rule  26,1  5 
How  to  be  printed  and  bound,  (rule  $ 

Jeeoutrementi. 
Abstract  of  annual  return,  Doc.  No.  Lo.  10, 12 
Report  of  superintendent  of  armory.  Doc. 
No.  1SL 
Adjutant  General. 
His  report  on  the  militia,        Doc.  No.  J,  p.  15 
Abstract  of  the  annual  return  of  the  militia 

for  lc!30,  p.  16, 12 

Arms,  accoutrements  and  ammunition,  p.  10,  IZ 

Ammunition. 
Abstract  of  annual  return,  Doc.  No.  1^  p.  16, 12 
Report  of  superintendent  of  armory.  Doo. 
No.  1ft 
.Armory. 

Report  of  superintendent.    Doc.  No.  HI 
Arms  and  accoutrements  at  armory.  Doc. 
No.  1ft 
Arm*. 

Abstract  of  annual  return,  Doc.  No.  1^  p.  16, 12 
Report  of  superintendent  of  armory.  Doc. 
No.  1ft. 

Jtututn. 

Their  report  on  chartered  companies.  Doc. 
No.  li 

Report  of  board  transmitting  table  shewing 
total  value  of  land  and  lota  under  new  as- 
sessment.   Doc.  No.  til . 

Statement  of  cost  of  re  assessment.  Doe. 
No.  |& 

Tabular  statement  shewing  average  value  of 

land  under  new  assessment.  Doc.  No.  U2. 
Money  General. 
Tlis  opinion  relative  to  Uie  suspension  of  the 
banks,  Doc.  No.  I,  p.  0,  10, 11 

'  His  letter  lo  the  treasurer  on  same  subject, 

Ibid.  p.  12,13, 11 

Auditor!. 

Annual  report  of  auditor  of  public  accounts. 
Doc.  No.  2. 

Receipts,  Ibid.  p.  3,  J 

Disbursements,  p.  6,  0, 2 

Revenue  from  lots,  land,  slaves,  dee.  p  r3,  Hi 
State  of  the  treasury  in  commonwealth's 

|    funds,  p.  12, 13 

|  Ea'.imate  of  probable  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments for  fiscal  year,  p.  1 4 , 1 5,  lft 

!  Annual  report  of  second  auditor.  Doc.  No.  L 
State  of  literary  fund,  Ibid.  p.  5. 

Permanent  capital,  li 
Stocks  and  loans,  2 
Revenue,  B 
Charges  on  revenue,  H 
Statement  of  school  quotas,  ID. 
Estimate  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  11 

'  Abstract  of  accounts  of  school  treasurers, 

12.  13,  11 

Abstract  of  school  commissioners'  reports,  15, 10. 
Operations  of  district  free  schools,  12 
Extracts  from  school  commissioners'  reports, 

UtOstS 

'  Reports  of  academies,  36.  to  411 

Books  in  use  in  primary  schools,  11  to  11 


Report  of  JirMt  auditor  on  revenue  laws. 

Doc.  No.  ft 
Report  of  second  auditor  in  relation  to  bonne 

paid  by  banks  and  the  amount  of  their 

stock  held  by  lite  state  and  the  dividends 

thereon.   Doc.  No.  fti. 
His  report  on  the  public  debt  and  resources 

of  the  state.  Ibid. 
His  report  of  such  joint  stock  companies  as 

failed  to  make  reports.    Doc.  No.  ftL 
His  report  relative  to  sinking  fund.  Doc. 

No.  Lft 
tolas 

Opinions  of  attorney  general  relative  to  the 
suspension  of  the  banks, 

Doc.  No.  1,  p.  9,10,  U 
Correspondence  between  governor  and  trea- 

aurer,  Md.  p.  H_,  12 

Opinion  of  attorney  general  to  treasurer, 

p.  12,13,  tat 
Slate  of  Northwestern  Bank  and  branches, 

Doc.  No.  1,  p.  41  to  46 
Semi-annual  atate  of  Merchants  and  Me- 
chanics Bank  of  Wheeling  and  its  branch 
at  Morgantown,  Ibid.  p.  4? 

State  of  the  Bank  of  Valley  and  its  branches, 

A*d.p.4a 

Condition  of  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia, 

Ibid.  p.  42  to  2} 

Condition  of  Bank  of  Valley  on  1-th  Octo- 
ber and  23d  November.    Doc.  No.  2. 

Condition  of  the  Exchange  Bank  on  30th 

September,  Ibid.  p.  4.  to  8 

Correspondence  between  treasurer  and  banks 
relative  to  state's  subscription  to  their 
stock.    Doc.  No.  ft 

Memorial  of  Exchange  Bank.  Doc  No.  12, 

Condition  of  Bank  of  Virginia  on  2d  De- 
cember.   Doc.  No.  10. 

Statements  of  Bank  of  V  irginia  and  branches 
in  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  committee 
on  banks.    Doc.  No.  211 

Statements  of  the  Farmers  Bank  and  branches 
in  reply  lo  same  resolution.    Doo.  No.  21. 

Similar  statements  of  Exchange  Bank.  Doc- 
No.  2ft 

Similar  statement  of  Bank  of  Valley.  Doe. 

No.  2ft 

Similar  statement  of  Merchants  and  Me- 
chanics Bank.    Doc.  No.  2ft 

Similar  statement  of  Northwestern  Bank. 
Doc.  No.  2ft 

Report  submitted  to  the  stockholders  of  Far- 
mers Bank  at  annual  meeting  in  January, 

.  ItMO.    Doc.  No.  2L 
1  List  of  members  of  legislature  who  are  stock- 
holders and  their  indebtedness  to  Exchange 
Bank.   Doc.  No.  22. 
j  List  of  members  of  legislature  who  are  stock- 

Iholdera  of  Bank  of  Virginia  and  their  in- 
debtedness.   Doc.  No.  3ft 
General  state  of  Bank  of  Virginia  on  1st 

January,  1CM0.   Doc.  No.  3L 
Aggregate  indebtedness  of  directors  of  said 

bank.  Ibid. 
List  of  directors  in  aaid  bank.  Ibid. 
AgrTegete  indebtedness  of  directors  of  Far- 
mers Bank.    Ibid  p.  ft 
State  of  said  bank  1st  January,  1840.  Ibid. 

p  5,  Li  ;  also  Doc.  No.  5ft 
Aggregate  indebtedness  of  directors  of  Ex- 
citative Bonk.    Ibid.  p.  IL 
Aggregate  indebtedness  of  direelora  of  Val- 
ley Bonk.    Ibid.  p.  7,  and  Doc.  No.  43, 
Bute  of  Bank  in  Januarv,  1640.   Doc.  No. 
1ft 

Aggregate  indebtedness  of  directors  of 
Drenches  of  Farmers  Bonk  at  Peters- 
burg and  Fredericksburg.  Doc  No.  32. 

Also  at  Norfolk,  Lynchburg,  Winchester  and 
Danville.    Doc.  No.  4JJ, 

List  of  members  of  legislature  who  are  stock- 
holders in  Farmers  Bank  and  their  indebt- 
edness.   Doc.  No.  3ft 
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Quarter:*  statement  of  condition  of  Ex- 
change Bank.   Doc.  No.  34. 

Aggregate  indeMednees  of  director*  of 
branches  of  Kaflk  of  Virginia.  Doc. 
No*.  3£L  4IL  5JL 

Aggregate  indebtednea*  of  directors  of 
branch  of  Valley  Bank  at  Komney. 
Doe.  No*.  35  and  LL 

Statement  of  the  member!  of  the  legislature 
who  are  stockholder*  of  tbe  Northwestern 
Bank,  and  their  indebtednea*.  Doc.  No. 
SL 

List  of  memberi  of  the  lefiaialura  who  are 

•lock  holders  in  the  branchea  of  the  r'ar- 
men  Bank,  aod  their  indebtedness.  Doc. 

No.  3L 

Statement  of  condition  of  the  Northweetem 
Bank  and  branchea  lit  January,  1640. 
Doe.  No.  28. 

Report  of  cotnniittee  on  banka  on  the  condi- 
tion of  the  banka  and  the  oauee*  of  sus- 
pension*.   Doc.  No.  in. 

Condition  of  Merchant!  and  Mechanic* 
Bank  on  1 3th  January,  1W0.  Doc.  No. 
4L 

Raaolationa  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Ida  of  Wight 
relative  to  banke,  intended  aa  a  substitute 
for  report  of  committee.    Doc.  No.  47. 

Reaolatiun*  *obmitted  by  bim  on  mm  *ub> 
ject.    Doc.  No.  OL 

Li»t  of  member*  of  legislature  who  are  stock- 
holders in  Bank  of  Virginia,  and  their  in- 
debtedaeaa.    Doc.  No.  4IL 

Report  of  eocond  auditor  in  relation  to  he- 
nna paid  by  bank*,  and  the  amount  of  their 
■lock  held  by  the  atale,  and  ita  dividends. 
Due.  No.  SSL 

Hi*  report  of  the  public  debt  and  reeoureea 
of  the  commonwealth.  Doe.  No.  52. 

Condition  of  Farmer*  Bask  on  3d  Decem- 
ber.  Doc.  No.  11. 
Hank  of  Valley. 

Condition  on  ltith  October  and  23d  Novem* 
bar.   Doc.  No.  2. 

Correspondence  between  treasurer  and  bank 
relative  to  *tate'«  aubacription  to  atock, 

Doe.  No.  '_[■.: 

Statement*  of  bank  and  branchea  in  reply  to 
a  resolution  of  committee  on  banka.  Doe. 
No.  23. 

Aggregate  indebtednea*  of  director*.  Doe. 

No.  iL  p.  7j  alao  Doc.  Noa.  35  aod  43. 
Stain  oTbank  in  January,  1640.   Doe.  No. 

43, 

State  of  bank  and  brancbe*,     Doe.  No.     p.  4i 

Hani,  of  Virginia. 
Petition  of  bank  printed.   Doe.  No.  £L 
Relative  to  state '«  aubacription  to  atock. 

Doe.  No.  9.  p.  2 
Condition  of.  2d  December.    Doc.  No.  12. 
Statement*  in  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the 

committee  on  banka.    Doc.  No.  2LL 
Statement  of  dock  owned  by  member*  of 

the  legislature  and  their  indebtedness. 

Doc.  No.  30. 
General  slats  of  bank  on  let  January,  1940. 

Doe.  No.  3L 
Aggregate  indebtednea*  of  director*.  Ibid. 
Aggregate  indebtednea*  of  director*  of 

branch  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Norfolk. 

Doc.  No.  31 
And  at  Petarabarg,  Frederickaburg  and  Dan- 
ville.   Doc.  No*.  42.53. 
BitU— Printed. 
To  reduce  into  oae,  act*  preeeribi ng  th*  mod* 

of  ascertaining  taxable  property,  and  of 

collecting  revenue.   Doe.  Bill  No.  1. 
Amending  and  reducing  into  one  all  acta 

concerning  lairs  on  license*.  Doc.  Bill 

No.  2. 

Discharging  Lillburn  from  penitentiary.  Bill 

No.  d 

Amendment*  to  revenue  bill.    Bill  No.  M 


Amendment*  proposed  by  senate  to  same 

bill.    Bill  No.  Li. 

Concerning  western  land  titles.   Bill  No. 21. 

Amendments  to  same  bill.    Bill  No.  21. 

Giving  state'!  guarantee  to  loan  to  be  nego- 
tiated by  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  end 
Potomac  rail-road  company.   Bill  No.  24. 

Concerning  jurisdiction  of  circuit  tuperior 
court*.   Bill  No.  24. 

Prescribing  the  punishment  for  poisoning  or 
attempting  to  poiaon.   Bill  No.  25. 

Concerning  special  court  of  appeals.  Bill 
No.  2d 

To  provide  for  a  revision  of  the  law*.  Bill 

No.  22. 

Requiring  certain  duties  therein  mentioned 

of  the  court  of  appeals  and  general  court. 

Bill  No.  3d. 
Concerning  county  and  corporation  court*. 

Bill  No.  32. 
Concerning  witnesses  in  civil  casta.  Bill 

No.  4a. 

Concerning  leviea  for  building  bridges  and 
causeway*.    Bill  No.  4d. 

Concerning  executions  and  new  triala  in 
eaaea  upon  warrants.    Bill  No. 

Substitute  for  said  bill. 

To  change  time  of  holding  general  elections. 
Bill  No.  iL 

To  amend  act  concerning  general  elections. 
Bill  No.  02. 

Providing  for  arrest  and  detention  of  fugi- 
tive* from  justice.    Bill  No.  5JL 

Concerning  lb*  publication  of  deeds.  Bill 
No.  03. 

To  establish  a  board  of  agriculture.  Bill 
No.  72. 

To  reduce  into  one  several  act*  concerning 
will*,  and  the  duly  of  executor*  and  ad- 
ministrators.  Bill  No.  T.'i. 

Concerning  flour  barrel*.   Bill  No.  8Q, 

Charging  real  assets  with  the  payment  of 
simple  contract  debts.   BUI  No.  82. 

Concerning  arrest  of  poor  debtor*.  Bill 
No.fifi. 

To  prohibit  betting  upon  election*.  BUI 

No.  95. 

To  amend  several  acts  concerning  ferries. 

Bill  No.  26. 
[  Concerning  Inlterie*.    Bill  No.  £C 
■  Substitute  therefor.    Bill  No.  82. 
i  Amending  the  law*  concerning  attachment* 
j     against  absent  defendants.    BiU  No.  21L 
j  Amending  the  lawa  in  relation  to  the  course 
<    of  descents.   BiU  No.  1UL 
.  Concerning  draining  of  lands.    Bill  No.  Mfi. 
To  convert  loan  to  Winchester  and  Potomac 
rail-road  company  into  atock.  BUI  No.  111. 
Concerning  western  land  title*.    Bill  No. 
12Q. 

Increasing  reward*  for  apprehending  run- 
aways.   Bill  No.  12L 

To  amend  act  for  better  organizing  militia. 
BiU  No.  12JL 

To  increase  capital  of  Richmond,  Frede- 
rickaburg and  Potomac  rail-road  compa- 
ny.  Bill  No.  126. 

Concerning  collection  of  rente.  BiU  No.  123. 

To  amend  act  prescribing  general  regula- 
tion* for  turnpike  companies.  Bill  No. 
133. 

To  amend  act  concerning  general  election*, 

prescribing  rules  for  contested  elections. 

Bill  No.  132. 
Giving  justices  jurisdiction  in  action*  of 

treapaa*.    BUI  No.  13jk 
To  amend  acts  concerning  bank*.   Bill  No. 

leg. 

Authorizing  board  of  poblie  work*  to  ap- 
point agents.    Bill  No.  153. 

Amending  laws  concerning  slaves,  free  ne- 
groes snd  mulattoei.   Bill  No.  15JL 

To  amend  several  acts  on  same  subject  Bill 
No.  100. 


Authorising  additional  compensation  for  tui- 
tion of  poor  children.   Bill  No.  UH 

Providing  fur  payment  for  slaves  condemned 
to  transportation.   BiU  No.  ItUi. 

Authorizing  feme*  covert  to  maintain  suite 
in  their  own  name*.   Bill  No.  1 1 

Authorizing  confession  of  judgments  in 
clerks'  offices.   Bill  No.  UiZ. 

For  the  relief  of  heir*  of  John  A.  Trent,  and 
to  release  right  of  literary  fund  to  forfeited 
lands.    Bill  No.  HifcL 

Concerning  lien  of  judgment!,  and  limiting 
proceeding*  against  special  bail.  BUI  No. 
122. 

To  amend  act  to  establish  Bank  of  Kanawha. 

BiU  No.  175. 

To  amend  several  acta  concerning  solemni- 
zation of  marriage*.   Bill  No.  OB 

Reducing  into  one  several  acts  concerning 
alaves,  free  negroes  and  mulatto**.  BiU 
No.  1H2. 

To  support  and  educate  poor  girl*.   BiU  No. 

LU1L 

Directing  suspension  of  surveys.    BiU  No. 

ton 

j  To  authorize  Bank  of  Virginia  to  establish 

ageney  in  Scottsville.   Bill  No.  204. 
Amending  act  concerning  commissions  on 
sales  undsr  decree*  in  chancery.    BiU  No. 

205. 

To  amend  several  acts  concerning  Porte- 
mouth  and.  Roanoke  rail-road.    BUI  No. 

220. 

To  amend  several  acta  concerning  court  of 
appeals,  and  taking  and  trying  appeals  in 
chancery  cases.   Bill  No.  23L 

Imposing  taxes.    Bill  No.  256. 

Concerning  public  armory.   BiU  No.  257. 

Appropriating  public  revenue.  BUI  No.  259. 

Imposing  taxes.    BUI  No.  273. 
Blind. 

Annual  report  of  visitors  of  asylum.  Doc. 
No.  &L 
Board  of  Public  Work*. 

Receipts  and  disbursements  staled  by  tree- 
surer,  Doc.  No.  3,  p. 

Communication  in  relation  to  certain  locks 
on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal.  Doc- 
No.  22. 

Further  correspondence  on  same  subject. 

Doe.  No.  fifi. 

Botetourt  Seminary. 
Its  report,  Doc  No.  4j  p 

Bridget. 

Report  of  assessor*  on  charters  to  bridge 
companies.   Doc.  No.  14. 
Ouartert. 

Report  of  principal  assessors  on  charters. 

Doc.  No.  14, 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Carnal. 
Communication  of  board  of  public  works  in 
relation  to  certain  locks  on  the  canal.  Doc. 
No.  22. 

Further  correspondence  on  same  subject. 

Doc.  No.  511 

f  im -innati  fund. 

Stated  by  treasurer,  Doc.  No 

Circuit  Ccmrtt. 
Abstract  from  report!  of  clerks  of  suite  in 

court.   Doc.  No.  8. 
Supplement  to  abstract.  Ibid. 

Clerk*  of  Count. 
Abstract  from  their  reports  of  suite  in  their 

courts.   Doc.  No.  j-L 
Supplement  to  abstract.  Ibid. 

Confuted  Election: 
Report  of  committee  of  privilege*  and  elec- 
tion* in  contest  from  Marshall  county. 

Doc.  No.  12. 
Report  in  contest  from  Monongalia  between 

Tanxey  and  Evan*.   Doe.  No.  12. 
Communication  of  governor  relative  to  the 

contested  election  from  the  state  of  New 

Jersey.   Doc  No.  54j. 


3,  P- 


20 


1  INDEX. 


DOCUMENTS-[CWin«/4.] 
Resolutions  of  stats  of  New  Jersey  on  him 

subject.  Ibid. 
Report  of  select  committee  on  said  resolu- 
tions   Doe.  No.  tiil 
Substitute  of  minority  of  committee  there- 
for.   Doc.  No.  62. 
Court  of  Appeals. 
Abstract  from  report*  of  el*rk»  of  »uiu  in 

court.    Doe.  No.  & 
Supplement  to  abstract.  Ibid. 

Dawson,  (Martin.) 
Memorial  of  literary  fund  relative  to  his  «*> 

tats.   Doc.  No.  32. 
His  will  and  other  documents.  Ibid. 

Deaf  and  Dumb. 
Annual  report  of  visitor*  of  institution. 
Doc.  No.  SI. 
Debt,  (Public.) 
Report  of  second  auditor  on  the  public  debt 
and  resources  of  the  stats.   Doc.  No.  52. 
Report  of  committee  of  finance.  Doc.  No.  64, 

Ejdutnge  Bank. 
Stats  of  bank  and  branches, 

Doc.  No.  1,  p.  42  to  GO. 
Condition  on  30th  September, 

Doe.  No.  L  p.  4  to  6 
Correspondence  between  treasurer  and  bank 
relative  to  state's  subscription  to  it*  stock. 
Doc.  No.  &. 
Memoral  printed.    Doc.  No.  12. 
Statements  of  bank  and  branches  in  reply  to 
a  resolution  of  committee  on  banks.  Doe. 
No.  22. 

List  of  members  of  legislature  who  are  stock- 
holders and  their  indebtedness  to  bank. 
Doe.  No.  22. 

Aggregate  indebtedness  of  directors.  Doc. 
No.  31,  p.  6. 

Quarterly  statement  of  condition  of  bank. 
Doe.  No.  34. 
Expenditures. 

Report  of  committee  of  finance.  Doc.  No. 
fiL 

Farmers  Bank. 

Correspondence  relative  to  state's  subscrip- 
tion to  stock,  Doc.  No.  9x  p.  8. 

Condition  of  bank  on  2d  December.  Doc. 
No.  LL 

Statements  of  bank  and  branches  in  reply  to 
a  resolution  of  the  committee  on  bank*. 
Doc.  No.  21. 

Report  submitted  to  the  stockholders  at  an- 
nual meeting  in  January  1840.    Doc.  No. 

Aggregate  indebtedness  of  director*. 

Doc  No.  3L  p.  5 

State  of  bank  l»t  January  1*10,       ibid.  p.  5.  fi 
also  Doc.  No.  50, 

Aggregate  indebtedness  of  director*  of  bran- 
ches at  Petersburg  and  Fredericksburg. 
Doc.  No.  32. 

List  of  members  of  legislature  who  are 
stockholder*  and  their  indebtedness. 
Doc.  No.  3X32. 

Aggregate  indebtednese  of  director*  at  Nor- 
folk, Lvnchburg,  Winchester  and  Dan- 
ville.   Due.  No.  12. 
Finance. 

Report  of  committee  upon  the  revenue,  ex- 
penditure* and  debt  of  state.  Doe.  No.  liL 
Fox  UUl  Academy. 
Its  report,  Doe.  No.  4,  p.  3C 

fugitives  from  Justice. 
Correspondence  between  the  lieutenant  go- 
vernor and  the  executive  of  New  York, 

Doc.  No.  1 ,  p.  II  to  13 
Report  of  select  committee  on  the  sunject. 
Doc.  No.  52. 

Fund  of  Internal  Improvement. 
Receipt*  and  disbursements  stated  by  treasu- 

Doe.  No.  3,  p.  6,  2 


rer, 

(iovernor 
Hi*  annual 


Doc.  No.  L 


James  Riser  Company. 
Receipt*  and  disbursements  stated  by  treasu- 
rer, Doc.  No.  3,  p.  Gj  2 
James  Riter  ami  Kanawha  Company. 
Their  memorial  printed.    Doc.  No.  la. 
Report  of  president  and  secretary  exhibiting 
its  fiscal  concerns.   Doe.  No.  tifi. 
Joint  Stock  Companies. 
Report  of  principal  assessors  on  charter*. 

Doc.  No.  14. 
Report  of  second  auditor  relative  to  those 
companies  which  failed  to  make  reports. 
Doc.  No.  59. 
Ijtnds. 

Resolution!  of  Maine  on  the  subject  of  the 
public  lands,  Doc.  No.  1 .  p.  1 4 ,  15 

Communication  of  governor  and  resolution* 
of  state  of  Vermont  on  the  subject.  Doe. 
No.  54. 

Report  of  the  select  committee  on  subject  of 

public  lands.    Doc.  No.  55. 
Tabular  statement  *howing  average  value  of 
land  under  new  assessment.    Doc.  No.  62. 
Literary  Fund. 
Receipts  and  disbursements  stated  by  trea- 
surer, Doc.  No.  3,  p.  C,  2 
A  nnual  report  of  second  auditor.   Doc .  No.  4. 
Stale  of  fund,  Ibid.  p.  5 
Permanent  capital,  6 
Stock*  and  loans,  2 
Revenue,  & 
Charge*  on  revenue,  2 
Statement  of  school  quotas,     Doc.  No.  4^  p.  in 
Estimate  of  receipt*  and  disbursements,  H 
Abstract  of  accounts  of  school  treasu- 
rers,                                      12, 13^  14 
Abstract  of  school  commissioners'  reports,  To.  16 
Operations  of  district  free  school*,  12 
Extract*  from  school  commissioners  reports, 

12  to  35 

Reports  of  academies,  35  to  40 

Book*  in  use  in  primary  schools,  4Lt  to  44 

Memorial  of  president  and  director*  relative 
to  estate  of  Martin  Dawson.   Doc.  No.  30. 
Martin  Dawson's  will,  Ibid.  p.  2^  3 


/6id. 
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Other  documents, 

Lunatic  Hospitals, 
Annual  report  of  director*  of  western  hospi- 
tal.   Due.  No.  2d. 
Physician's  report,  Ibid.  p.  fi  to  15 

Annual  report  of  directors  of  hospital  at 
Williamsburg.    Doe.  No.  58. 
Maine. 

Resolutions  relative  to  the  public  lands, 

Doc.  No.  1  

Manufacturing  and  Mining  Companies, 
Report  of  assessors  on  charters  of  such  com- 
panies.   Doc.  No.  14. 
Margaret  Academy. 
It*  report,  Doc.  No.  4,  p 

Marshall  Academy. 
Its  report.  Doe.  No.  4^  p.  3fi 

Merchants  and  Mechanics  Bank. 
Semi-annual  (tale  of  bank  and  it*  branch  at 

Morgantown,  Doc.  No.  ^  p.  42. 

Statements  of  bank  and  branches  in  reply  to 
a  resolution  of  committee  on  bank*.  Doe. 
N...25. 

It*  condition  on  13th  January  1640.  Doe. 
No.  44. 

Militia. 

Adjutant  general'*  report,  Doc.  No.  1,  p.  15 
Abstract  of  the  annual  return  of  the  militia 

for  1839,  p-  iil  II 

Arms,  accoutrement*  and  ammunition,  16, 12 
Report  of  superintendent  of  armory.  Doc. 

No.  Ifi. 

Military  I  And  Warrants. 
Communication  from  register  furnishing 

statement  of  officers  and  soldier*  who 

have  received  military  warrant*.  Doc. 

No.  iSL 

Military  School. 
Report  of  visitors,  Doc.  No.  1,  p.  IB  to  21 


Treasurer'*  account,  Dee.  No.  1 ,  p.  22 

Law*  and  regulation*  of  Washington  col- 
lage, Hut.  p.  23  to  an 

Report  of  the  principal  professor  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  school.    Doe,  No.  41. 
JVns  Jersey. 

Communication  of  governor  relative  to  the) 
contested  election  from  state  of  Now  Jer- 
sey.   Doe.  No.  54. 

Preamble  and  resolutions  of  state  on  same 
subject.  Ibid. 

Report  of  select  committee  on  said  resolu- 
tion*.   Doc.  No.  SSL 

Substitute  of  minority  of  committee  therefor. 
Doc.  No  62. 
JVew  York. 

Correspondence  between  executives  of  Vir- 
ginia and  New  York  relative  to  fugitives 
from  justice,  Doc.  No.  l_i  p,  11  to  IS 

Report  of  committee  on  the  demand  mads  by 
executive  of  this  state  upon  executive  of 
New  York  for  certain  fugitive*.  Doc.  No. 
52. 

JVorfelk  Academy. 
It*  report,  Doc  No.  Vf,  .; 

Aorthumberland  Academy. 
It*  report.  Doc  No.  4,  p.  38 

.Yortiuoestern  Bank. 
Stale  of  the  bank,  including  branch  at  Wells- 
burg,  to  1st  April  1639,       Doc  No.  1,  p.  44 
State  of  hank  and  branch  to  1st  July ,         p.  45 
State  of  bank  and  branches  at  Wallabnrg 

•nd  Pstkenburg,  p.  4£ 

Correspondence  between  treasurer  and  bunk 
relative  to  states  subscription  to  it*  stock. 
Doe.  No.  9L 
Statement*  of  bank  in  reply  to  a  resolution 
of  the  committee  on  banks.  Doc.  No.  25. 
Statement  of  member*  of  legislature  who 
are  stockholders  and  their  indebtcness 
to  bank.   Doc  No.  36. 
Condition  of  bank  and  branches  1st  January 
1840,   Doc  No.  38. 
Aorthioestern  Road. 
Receipt*  and  disbursement*  stated  by  trea- 
surer, Doc  No.  3,  p.  Oj  2 
Ordnance. 

Adjutant  general'*  return,  Doc  No.  1,  p.  16,17 
Report  of  superintendent  of  armory . 

Doc.  No.  Ifi. 
Penitentiary. 
Annual  report  of  board  of  directors. 

Doc.  No.  IX 
Settlement  of  account*  of  D.  B.  Layne,  Ibid.  p.  3 
Letter  of  J.  G.  Watson,  3. 
Hi*  account  current,  4 
Superintendent'*  report,  5,  G 

Account  current  of  institution  for  its 


year,  6,3 
Occupations,  trades  and  manufactures, 

10,  U,  12,  13 
Number  of  prisoner*  30th  September  183B, 

and  the  number  received,  pardoned,  4ko. 

in  1939,  U 
Number  of  prisoners  from  October  1638  to 

itiX>.  15 
Number  on  30th  Sept'r  1830,  tJieir  crimes 

am)  punishments,  16 
Nativity  of  the  prisoners,  12 
Their  ages,  12 
Admittances  into  hospital,  and  los*  by  lick. 

neaa,  13. 
Number  received  from  commencement  of 

institution  to  Nov'r  1839,  12 
Their  condition  and  employment,  20 
Physician  and  superintendent's  report,  21 
Number  of  death*  and  causes  thereof,  22 

Public  Ijtntls. 
Resolutions  of  Main*  on  the  subject, 

Doc.  No.  lj  p.  14, 15. 
Communication  of  governor  transmitting 

resolutions  of  Vermont  on  the  subject. 

Doc.  No.  54. 
Report  of  committee  on  subject  Doe.  No.  55. 
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DOCUMENTS-[C«iXim^.] 
Randolph  Macon  CoUtgt. 
Its  report,  Doc.  No.  4,  p.  33, 32 

Regitttr. 

His  communication  furnishing  statement  of 
military  warrants  received  by  office™  and 
soldiers  of  revolution.    Doc.  No.  46. 
Rcrereu*. 

Report  of  first  auditor  on  revenue  lawi. 

Dos.  No.  ft. 
See  Auditors. 

Report  of  committee  of  finance.  Doc.  No.  61. 

Ktknumd  Academy. 
It*  report,  Doc.  No.  4, p.  3& 

Road*. 

Report  of  assessors  on  charter!  of  road,  rail- 
road, and  turnpike  companies.    Doc.  No. 

y. 

Stamd  .twitter. 
See  Auditors. 

Sinking  Fund. 
Receipts  and  disbursements  stated  by  trea- 
surer, Doc.  No.  3,  p.  6j  Z. 
Report  of  second  auditor  relative  to  availa- 
bility of  fund  to  moat  exigencies  of  state. 
Doc.  No.  fig. 
Stocks. 

Report  of  auditor  in  relation  to  bonus  paid 
by  banks,  and  tba  amount  of  their  stock 
bsld  by  the  stats,  and  the  dividends  there- 
on.  Doc.  No.  52. 
His  report  on  too  public  debt  and  resources 
of  the  state.  Ibid. 
Stratburg  Academy. 
Its  report,  Doc.  No.  4j  p.  32 

Surplus  Rrrmur. 
Statements  by  treasurer  of  the  investment 
thereof.    Doc.  No.  liL 
Treasurer. 

Correspondence  between  the  governor  and 
treasurer  relative  to  the  suspension  of  the 
banks,  Doc.  No.  L  P  ill 12 

His  annual  report.    Doc.  No.  3. 

Statement  of  receipts  and  disbursements  in 
in  ssch  quarter  of  fiscal  year.        Ibid.  p.  4j  6 

Receipts,  Sco.  of  literary  fund,  board  of  pub- 
lic works,  Northwestern  road,  James  river 
company  and  sinking  fund,  p.  6, 2 

State  of  treasury  at  end  of  ssch  quarter  of 
fiscal  year,  b,  9,  10, 11 

Cincinnati  fund,  12 

Washington  monument  fund,  13,  14 

His  report  exhibiting;  subscriptions  to  the 
banks.  Doc  No.  2. 

Us  statement  of  the  investments  of  the 
United  States  surplus  revenue.  Doc. 
No.  IS. 
I'mrumt. 

Communication  of  governor  transmitting  re- 
solutions on  subject  of  public  lands,  passed 
by  state  of  Vermont.    Doc.  No.  54. 
Virginia  Military  Institute 
Report  of  board  of  visitors. 

Doe.  No.  V,  p.  13. 13,  20,  21 
Treerarer  e  account,  Ibid,  p.  22 

Laws  and  regulations  of  Washington  college 

at  Lexington,  Aid.  p.  S3  to  211 

Report  of  tns  principal  professor  represent- 
ing condition  of  institute.    Doc.  No.  41 . 
Washington  Academy. 
Its  report,  Doc.  No.  4,  p.  4ft 

Laws  and  regulations  of  the  college, 

Doc  No.  Ij  p.  23  to  20 
Washington  Monument  Fund. 
Stated  \>j  treasurer,  Doc.  No.  3,  p.  13,  14 

Western  Lunatic  Hospital. 
Annua]  report  of  directors.   Doc.  No.  29. 
Physician's  report,  Ibid.  p.  fi  to  15 

Williamsburg  Lunatic  Hospital. 
Annual  report  of  directors.    Doc.  No.  53. 

poos. 

To  prevent  their  killing  sheep,  1K1 
Owners  of  sheep  killed  by  dogs  to  maintain 
actios  of  trespass.   Sss  Bills  No.  870. 

6 


DOORKEEPERS. 
Resolution  to  appoint  one  doorkeeper ;  bud 

on  table,  3 
Election  proceeded  in  ;  nomination ■ .  li 
Vote  recorded,  li 
Robert  Bradley  and  Wm.  Chambers  elected,  15 

DORMAN,  (CHARLES  P.) 
Elected  brigadier  general,  132 

DOVER  COAL  COMPANY. 
Petition  to  increase  capital  and  to  manufac- 
ture iron,  Ifi 
Stock  increased.    See  Bills  No.  10L 

DRAGON  SWAMP  COMPANY. 
Motion  to  bring  in  bill  to  amend  charter, 

nagstivsd,  113_ 
See  Bills  No.  253. 

DRAINING  OF  LANDS. 
To  condemn  land  for  ditch  or  canal  to  drain 

lands,  52 
.See  Bills  No.  1M. 

DRANESVILLE. 
Town  established.    See  Bills  No.  222. 

DRUMMOND,  (WILLIAM.) 
Petition  to  change  names  of  J.  J.  Overby 

and  Jonah  Overby  to  Drammond,  19 
Reported  on,  lili 
Acted  on,  44 

DUELLING. 
To  modify  oath  against  duslling,  til 
See  Bills  No.  15T.. 

DUNCAN,  (EDWIN  S.) 
Voted  for  as  governor,  131 

DUNFORD,  (DAVID.) 
Ilia  petition  to  change  separate  election  in 

Nanssmond,  C'J 
See  Bills  No.  220. 

DUNLAP*S  CREEK  TURNPIKE. 
See  Bills  No.  123, 

DUNSTON,  (JOHN.) 
His  vote  decided,  33 
DUPUY  AND  BRYANT  COAL  MINING 
COMPANY 
To  be  incorporated,  13JI 
See  Bills  No.  'AIL 

DUTOY  AND  POWHATAN  COAL  COM- 
PANY 

To  be  incorporated,  IS 
See  BiUs  No.  & 

E 

EANES,  (MARY.) 
Her  petition,  99 
See  Bills  No.  Ill 

EDITORS. 

Seats  assigned  them  within  bar  of  house,  fi 

EDUCATION. 
Subject  commented  on  by  governor  in  his 

message,  & 
Recommendations  relative  thereto,  9 
So  much  of  governor's  message  as  relates  to 

subject  referred,  22 
Resolution  directing  committee  to  take  up 

subject,  23 
To  psy  school  commissioners  of  western 

counties  proceeds  of  delinquent  lands 

sold,  sc. 
Reported  on,  1  ''3 

Acted  on,  166,  1111 

Vacant  and  ungrantsd  lan da  to  be  released 

to  counties  for  education  parposas,  50 
Reported  on,  15J 
Acted  on,  202 
School  commissioners  to  pay  more  for  teach- 
ing poor  children,  8ft 
See  Bills  No.  193.  x 
To  establish  district  free  school  system,  '  111 
Committee  discharged,  151 
System  to  he  established,  155 
Ayes  and  noes  recorded,  155 
Of  poor  girls.   See  Bills  No.  129. 

EDWARDS,  (JAMES) 
Resolution  to  place  him  on  footing  with  pub- 
Ik  guard,  152 


Laid  on  table,  IG9 

EDWARDS,  (OSCAR  E.) 
His  deposition  in  Norfolk  election,  3_i 

ELECTIONS. 
Sss  Contested  Elections. 
Committee  of  privileges  to  examine  ahsriaV 

certificates  of  elections,  (rule  32.)  ft 
Duty  of  committee  in  contested  elections. 

(rule  33j  ft 
But  one  vacancy  to  be  filled  at  ones,  (rule 

„S!  ft 

By  joint  vote,  bow  made,  (rale  44J  G 
Of  clerk,  speaker,  sergeant  at  arms  to  boose,  3 
Vote  recorded  on  election  of  speaker,  3 
Resolution  to  elect  public  printer,  ]fi 
Agreed  to  by  senate,  19 
Election  mads  ;  8.  Shepherd  elected,  19 
Resolution  to  elect  judge  of  general  court  in 

lieu  of  judge  William  Daniel  accessed,  20. 
Agreed  to  by  senate  with  amendment,  71 
A  mendment  agreed  to,  93. 
Judge  Wilson  elected,  104,  ma 

Resolution  for  election  of  governor,  79 
Taken  up,  amended  and  adopted,  Ifil 
Resolution  agreed  to  by  senate  with  amend. 

ment j  disagreed  to  by  bouss,  103 
Amend  men  t  receded  from  and  another  adopt- 
ed by  senate ;  laid  on  table,  105 
Amendment  of  senate  amended  and  agreed,  117 
Agreed  to  by  senate,  11H 
Election  of  governor  proceeded  in,  137 
Nominations;  votes  recorded;  Thomas  W. 

Gilmer  elected,  137,       139,  HQ 

To  proceed  to  election  of  major  general  to 
supply  vacancy  occasioned  by  resignation 
of  general  Madison,  7JL  23 

Agreed  to  by  senate,  B2 
Election  mads ;  vote  recorded ;  general  Gor- 
don elected,  23 
Resolution  for  election  of  councillor,  91 
Laid  on  table,  92 
Taken  up  and  day  fixed,  142 
Agreed  to  by  senate,  115 
Member  of  council  elected ;  vote  recorded,  159 
Resolution  to  elect  a  brigadier  general  for 

lbs  3d  brigade,  153 
Agreed  to  by  senate,  112 
Election  mads ;  votes  recodsd,  135, 199 

Resolution  to  proceed  to  election  of  senator 

to  United  States,  laid  on  table,  lfi.  fil 

Proposition  to  take  up ;  negatived,  52 
Taken  up  and  mads  order  of  day,  fil 
Order  of  day  postponed,  58 
Taken  up,  amendsd  and  adopted,  29 
Agreed  to  by  senste,  92 
Tost  poo  sd,  96, 27. 

Election  commenced  ;  two  votes  taken,  109 
Postponed  by  senate ;  agreed  to  by  house,  119 
Again  proceeded  in ;  four  votes  taken,  110,  111 
Postponement  moved  ;  previous  question  de- 

mandsd ;  not  sustained,  111 
Postponed  by  bouss ;  agreed  to  bv  senate.  112 
Election  again  proceeded  in  ;  John  J.  Allan 

nominsted,  112,  113 

Four  votes  recorded,  IIS,  lit 

Postponed  by  house  ;  disagreed  to  by  senate,  Ui 
Another  vote  recorded,  1 I  I 

Postponed  by  house ;  agreed  to  by  senate 

with  amendment  to  postpone  indefinitely,  Hi, 
Motion  to  adjourn ;  vote  recorded,  114, 115 
Amendment  of  senste  negatived;  rots  re- 
corded, Uft 
Senate  insist ;  bouss  recede  ,  vols  recorded,  lift 
Amendment  of  senate  agreed  .  vote  record- 
ed, 116, 110 
Resolution  to  proceed  to  election  of  brigadier 

general  for  13th  brigade,  122 
Agreed  to  by  senate,  »  127 

Election  made  ,  general  Dorroan  elected,  139 
Resolution  to  proceed  to  election  of  first  and 

second  auditors,  136 
Also  treasurer,  register,  and  secretary  to  com- 
monwealth ano  librarian,  135 
Agreed  to  by  ssnau,  143. 
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Election  made,  1£2 
Genera)  agsnt  and  storekeeper,  and  superin- 

Undent  to  penitentiary  to  b*  elected,  157 
Agreed  to  by  senate,  1 1 

Election  of  superintendent  to  penitentiary 

made,  122 
Charles  S.  Morgan  elected,  129 
Of  general  agent  and  storekeeper  to  peni- 
tentiary, 172^  1211 
James  O.  Wataoa  elected,  172 
Resolution  to  proceed  to  election  of  brigadier 

general  for  16th  brigade,  122 
Agreed  to  by  senate,  191 
Election  made ;  colonel  Carson  elected,  208, 309 
Resolution  t4j  proceed  to  election  of  general 

for  19lh  brigade,  1£G 
Agreed  to  by  sensle,  lid 
Election  made;  A.  A.  Chapman  elected,  1QB 
To  change  time  of  holding  elections  for 

James  City,  York  and  Williamsburg,  lfi 
Laid  on  table,  Ld 
Proposition  to  hold  them  on  court  days  in 

April;  vote  recorded,  20. 
Bee  Bills  No.  SL 

Betting  on,  prohibited,  2ti 
See  Bills  No.  95. 

Writ  of  election  issued  to  mayor  of  Norfolk,  3fi 

To  amend  law  to  provide  for  appointment  of 
superintendents  of  elections  in  counties 
having  no  separate  elections,  all 

See  Bills  No*.  52.  UCL 

To  prevent  electors  voting  more  than  once 
on  same  day  and  place,  63,  64 

To  revise  laws  regulating  general  elections,  64. 

See  Bills  Nos.  £2.  1.-7. 

Report  on  resolution  for  amendment  of  ge- 
neral election  law,  Iflfl 

Committee  discharged  from  resolution  to  re- 
vise election  laws,  1 ' 

Report  on  resolution  to  amend  17th  •action 
of  general  election  law  acted  on,  1LA 

Report  of  committee  on  returns  of  delegates,  155, 

Time  of  folding  elections  changed.  See 
Bills  No.  5L 

To  amend  act  concerning  general  elections. 
See  Bills  No.  52. 

Bill  to  amend  act  concerning  general  elec- 
tions.   See  Bills  No.  132. 

To  prescribe  general  rales  for  government 
of  contested  elections ,  111 

See  Bills  No.  132. 

Information  to  bs  obtained  relative  to  the  per- 
sons elected  to  congress  from  state  of  New 
Jersey,  143,  Ml 

Motion  to  Isy  on  table ;  vote  recorded ;  mo- 
tion to  refer ;  vote  recorded  ;  vote  on  adop- 
tion of  resolution  recorded,  144 

See  Asia  Jersey. 

ELIAfOn  S  BRIDGE. 
Authorized  to  be  erected,  14G_ 
See  Bills  No.  259. 

ELIZABETH  CITY  COUNTY. 
Petition  relative  to  Hampton  academy,  2fi 
Reported  on,  la 
Acted  on,  fifi 
See  Bills  No.  in. 

ELIZABETH  AND  PARKERSBURG 
TURNPIKE. 
Company  incorporated.    See  Bills  No.  62. 

ELIZABETH  RIVER. 
To  be  cleaned  out  and  obstructions  removed,  411 
8ee  i'ruuttt  Ann*  Canal  Company 

ELLIOTT,  (GEORGE.) 
See  Bills  No.  940. 

ELLIOTT,  (MARTHA  A  ) 
Her  petition,  24 
Reported  on,  92. 
Acted  on,  147 
Vote  reconsidered  and  referred,  iiU 
See  Bills  No.  240. 

Leave  granted  to  withdraw  petition,  L':.h 

ELY,  (ELLAS.) 
See  Bills  No.  240. 
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EMORY  AND  HENRY  COLLEGE. 
Petition  for  a  donation, 
Committee  discharged  from  petition, 

ENDERS,  (JOHN.) 
Petition  on  behalf  of  Richmond  dock  com- 
pany. 

ENDORSERS. 

See  Banks. 

ENGINEER,  (PRINCIPAL.) 
His  annual  report. 

To  communicate  information  relative  to  loss 

of  bridge  on  Northwestern  road, 
His  answer  presented,  i  - 

ENGINE  HOUSE 
To  be  erected  on  capital  square.  See 
Bill*  No.  964. 

ENROLLED  BILLS. 
Committee  to  examine,  (rale  2d,)  fi 
Quorum  for  business,  (rule  2*.*,)  5 
Committee  appointed,  14 
Committee  added  to,  Hn> 
Reported,  152.  1133. 205. 230. 239, 240, 241,  212 
Examined  and  signed  by  senate,  ZE  210. 212 
Examined  and  signed  by  speaksr, 

L'-Ri,  2112.  242,  243,  211, 
ENTRY. 

To  provide  for  change  of  venne  in  cases  of 
forcible  and  unlawful  entry  and  detainer,  132 

Reported  on,  142. 1LH 

Acted  on,  1££ 
EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 

Petition  to  incorporate  eociety  for  relief  of 
widows  and  orphans  of  clergymen, 

See  Bills  No.  145. 

ERRATA 

Inserted, 

ERRORS 

In  recording  ayes  and  noes,  how  tad  when 

corrected,  (rule  13,) 
See  Errata, 

EVANS,  (JAMES.) 
Documents  to  be  used  in  contested  election 

presented, 
Report  in  contest  taken  op  and  acted 
on,  cU-86.87.88.e2 
EVENING  SESSION^ 
To  be  held  every  other  day,  121 
Resolution  temporarily  suspended, 

142. 14C.  142. 164. 112 
To  be  held  daily,  1113 
Rule  suspended,  9ti:? 
Rescinded,  913. 

EVIDENCE. 
How  witnesses  may  be  examined  to  preserve 

testimony  against  members,  (rule  39.)  6_ 
Tampering  with  witnesses ;  how  punished, 
(rule  41.)  fi 
EXCHANGE  BANK. 
Governor  transmits  quarterly  statement  of 

its  condition,  (Doc.  No.  ',) 
Their  petition, 

Committee  discharged  from  memorial, 
Printed,  Doc.  No.  12. 
Statement  shewing  indebtedness  of  members 

of  legislature  to  bank,  ( Doc.  No.  2Tj  fill 
Quarterly  statement  of  its  condition,  (Doc. 

No.  £2 
State  oFoenk  and  branches,  Doc.  No.  I.  p.  Li  tout 
Correspondence  between  treasurer  and 

bank  relative  to  state's  subscription 

to  stock.   Doc.  No.  9. 
Aggregate  indebtedness  of  directors, 

Doc.  No.  32,  p.  fi 
Statement  of  bank  and  branches  in  reply  to 

a  resolution  of  the  committee  on  banks. 

Doc.  No.  22. 

EXCHANGE  HOTEL  COMPANY. 
Petition  of  1L  W.  Fry  and  others  for  its  in 

corporation, 
Incorporated,  (see  Dills  No.  64.) 

EXECUTIONS. 
To  amsnd  laws  relative  to  issuing  and  re- 
newing executions  issued  on  warrants 

of  justices, 
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8m  BUls  No.  42. 

Debtors  to  be  allowed  to  confess  judgments 

in  clerk's  office,  L82 
Sao  Bills  No.  167. 

Leave  to  bring  in  bill  to  stsy  executions  and 
other  demands  in  case*  of  refusal  to  re- 
ceive bank  notes,  210. 
See  BUls  No.  283. 

.  EXECUTORS. 
Sec  Bills  No.  25. 

EXECUTIVE. 
Messages  from  executive  to  claim  prece- 
dence over  orders  of  day,  (rule  14,)  4 
Seats  to  be  set  apart  for  them  in  hiDT 

(rale  16J  1 
See  Cavern**. 

EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL. 

See  Council. 

EXECUTIVE  EXPENDITURES. 
Committee ;  bow  many,  (rule  98.)  5 
Quorum  for  business,  (rule  29,)  S 
Committee  appointed,  141 
Report  of  committee  read  and  laid  on 
table,  930,831,938 

EXPENDITURES.  —  

Report  of  committee  of  finance  presented, 
(Doc.  No.  64,)  133 


FAIRFAX,  (BUCKNER.) 
Petition  to  incorporate  Preston  rail-road,  & 
See  Bills  No.  159. 

FAIRFAX  COUNTY. 
Petition  for  change  in  tolls  on  Little  river 

turnpike,  100 
Reported  on,  141 
Acted  on,  1£2 
Petition  to  incorporate  Draneaville.  See 

Bills  No.  2129, 
Petition  for  a  separate  election,  lil 
See  Bills  No.  932. 
Wild  fowl.   See  Bills  No. 

FAIRFAX. 
Killing  wolves.    See  Bills  No.  7JL 

FALLEN  CREEK  MANUFACTORY. 
To  incorporate  company,  10Z 
See  Bills  No.  12L 

FALMOUTH. 
Petition  to  restrain  Richmond,  Fredericks- 
burg and  Potomac  rail-road  from  injuring 
navigation  of  the  Rappahannock  river,  81 
Reported  on,  11)1 
Acted  on,  111! 
FALMOUTH  AND  ALEXANDRIA 
RAIL-ROAD. 
To  extend  time  for  receiving  subscriptions,  lfi 
See  Bills  No.  fifi, 

FARMERS  BANK  OF  VIRGINIA, 
State  of  its  condition  transmitted  by  gover- 
nor, (Doc.  No.  1U  23 
Correspondence  relative  to  state's  subscrip- 
tion to  stock,  Doc.  No.  9,  p.  H 
Communication  from  William  IL  Macfar- 
land,  submitting  report  to  stockholders, 

(Doc.  No.  an  28 

Aggregate  indebtedness  of  directors,  Doc. 
Nn.  31,  p.  5,  also  Doc.  No*.  39 and  42. 

Statement  of  indebtedness  of  members  of 
legislature  as  individuals  and  linns,  (Doc. 
No.  33^  h2 

Ststement  shswing  indebtedness  of  mem- 
bers of  legislature  to  branches  at  Nor- 
folk, Lynchburg,  Winchester  and  Dan- 
ville, (Doc.  No.  37J  jii 

Statement  of  condition  of  bank  and  bran- 
ches, (Doc  No.  106 

State  of  bank  1st  January  1840, 

Doe.  No.  31.  p.  5.  C 

Statements  of  bank  and  branches  in  reply  to 
a  resolution  of  the  committee  on  banks. 
Doc.  No.  9L 

Report  submitted  to  the  stockholders  at 
annual  meeting.    Doe,  No.  24. 
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FARMVILLE. 
Petition  of  Samuel  LyU  and  others  re  Ian  ve 

to  certain  Lot* ,  22,  23 

Reported  on,  liuTliil 
Laid  on  tabic,  44 

Leave  to  withdraw,  115 

FAUQUIER  AND  ALEXANDRIA 
TURNPIKE. 
Petition  of  company,  12 
Hill  concerning  it.    Bee  Bille  No.  40. 

FAUQUIER  COUNTY. 
Petition  for  new  county,  38 
Reported  on,  fiZ 
Laid  on  table,  IX) 
Poll  for  new  county  preeented,  22 

FAWCETT,  (JOSEPH.) 
Hia  petition,  55 
Laid  on  table,  55 

FAYETTE  COUNTY. 
For  the  appointment  of  pereone  to  eolemniM 

rite*  of  matrimony,  23 
Reported  oo,  41 
Laid  on  table,  4fl 
Bee  Billa  No.  1£2. 

FEES. 

To  amend  law  relating  to  feea  of  certain 

office  re,  32 
Reported  on,  fifi 
Acted  on,  tfll 
To  allow  clerka  farther  time  to  put  bilk  la 

hand*  of  sheriffs  and  ooUector*,  02 
Reported  on,  hj 
Acted  oo,  102 
To  secure  feea  for  jailore,  92 
Reported  on,  l&ij 
Of  notahee  public.    Bee  Billa  No.  258. 

FEMES  COVERT. 
When  deeerted  by  huabaoda,  to  institute 

auits,  22 
See  Billa  No.  165. 

FENCES. 
Sea  AyjomaOm  Kirer. 
Petition  of  Rockbridge  to  declare  Junta 

river  lawful  fence),  3fl 
Reported  on,  110 
Acted  on,  Ml 
Kanawha  river  to  be  declared  a  lawful 

fence,  142 
Reported  on,  157 
Petition  to  declare  North  Ana*  river  lawful 

fence,  20 
Reported  on,  110 
Acted  on,  lfil 

FERGUSON,  (JOEL.) 
Petition  for  a  divorce,  23 
Divorced.   See  Bille  No.  20. 

FERRIES. 

Court  of  Norfolk  to  run  ferry  by  an  agent,  U 
See  BUI  No.  8, 

Report  relative  to  Norfolk  ferry  taken  up  and 
acted  on,  ggj  — 

Amendment  offered  to  bill  concerning  Porte- 
mouth  and  Roanoke  rail-road  relative  to 
aaid  ferry,  223 

To  be  established  by  Thomaa  and  E.  Pollock 
acrcee  the  Ohio  river,  19 

gee  Billa  No.ffl. 

Petition  of  cithena  of  Marshnll  county  ad- 
vocating said  ferry,  U 

To  prohibit  the  employment  of  alavee,  free 
negroes  and  mulattoes  at  ferries,  25 

Reported  on,  29 

Acted  on,  142 

Resolution  relative  to  securing  boats  at  night 
reported  on,  113 

Laid  on  table,  150 

Sea  Billa  No.  2fL 

To  establish  one  from  the  lands  of  William 

W.  Wanner  acroaa  the  Potomac  river,  00 
Bee  Billa  No.  120. 

To  amend  law*  to  protect  rights  of  proprie- 
tors, fifl 
Bee  Billa  No.  9fL 

Hooe's  ferry  discontinued.  See  Billa  No.  &J, 


Creel's  ferry.   Bee  Bills  No.  2LL 

FINANCE. 

Committee,  how  many,  (role  2d,)  0 
Quorum  for  businees,  (rule  5 
Their  duty  prescribed,  (rule  'X>.)  0 
Committee  appointed,  14 
Clerk  appointed,  11 
Leave  to  committee  to  ait  during  session,  If  j 
Report  of  oommittee  on  revenue  and  expen- 
ditures and  debt  of  statu  preeented,  133 
Doc.  No.  04. 

FIRE  BUCKETS. 
To  be  purchased  for  caprtol,  223 
Agreed  to  by  senate,  239.  UiO 

FIREMEN. 
In  Norfolk  exempt  from  serving  on  juriee. 
See  Billa  No.  154. 

FIRST  AUDITOR. 

See  ;Mitcr$. 

FISHING. 
To  change  law  regulating  period*  for  haul- 
ing seinea,  171 
Rejected,  121 

FISHING  CREEK  ROAD, 
To  foreclose  mortgage  on  road,  04 
Reported  on,  1X13 
Acted  on,  150 
So  much  of  report  of  board  of  public  works 
as  relates  to  road,  referred,  112 
FIT2S1MMON8,  (JAMES.) 
Hia  vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  to  b* 
legal,  132 
FLOUR  BARRELS. 
To  amend  and  explain  law,  32 
See  Bills  No.  ;  u 

FLOUR. 

To  amend  lawa  relating  to  branding  and  in- 
specting ftoar,  101 
Paint  to  be  need  in  branding  barrel*.  LIZ 
Inspection  at  Winchester.   Saa  Bilk*  .No. 

FLOYD  COUNTY. 
Petition  for  a  turnpiko  from  Now  London  to 

top  of  Blue  Ridge,  20 
See  Bill*  No.  22. 

FORCIBLE  ENTRY  AND  DETAINER. 
Resolution  to  change  venue,  133 
Reported  on,  112. 15a 

Aeted  on,  lfiB 

FORD,  (WOODSON.) 
His  petition,  [23 
Committee  diechaged  from  petition,  l.-.i 

FORFEITED  LANDS. 
Right  of  literary  fund  released.    Bee  Bills 
No.  IBS. 

FORTHCOMING  BONDS. 
To  fix  what  attorney'a  fee  for  motions  to  be 

taxed  in  bill  of  costs,  17 
See  Bills  No.  LL 

FOWL. 

Leave  to  bring  in  bill  to  amend  act  to  pre- 
vent destruction  of  wild  fowl  in  Accomack 
and  Fairfax,  13 

See  Billa  No.  fifi. 

Wild  fowl  in  Accomack  and  Fairfax.  See 
Bills  No.  55. 

FOXES. 

Reward  tnr  killing  in  Prince  William.  Bee 

Billa  No.  2427^ 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 
Petition  for  a  turnpike  from  New  London  to 

top  of  Blue  Ridge,  20 
See  Billa  No.  22. 

Petition  to  change  separate  election,  53 

See  Billa  No.  86. 

Petition  of  citizen*  for  new  county,  ti.  bsi. 
Reported  on,  14L  205 

Laid  on  table,  ICC 

FREDERICK  COUNTY. 
Petition  to  extend  Northwestern  road,      12. 38 
Reported  on,  HI 
Laid  on  table,  100 
l'etition  for  road  from  Winchester  to  Bath, 


Committee  discharged,  111 

Petition  for  separata  election,  20 

Bee  Bill*  No.  £2. 

FREDERICKSBURG. 

Petition  of  mayor  and  common  council  rela- 
tive to  lottery,  7Q. 

Committee  of  roads  discharged  from  consi- 
deration of  memorial  and  referred  to  courts 
of  justice,  t2 

Time  for  drawing  lottery  extended.  Bee 
Bills  No.  HL 

Petition  to  restrain  Richmond,  Frederick  s- 
burg  and  Potomac  rail-road  from  injuring 
navigation  of  the  Rappahannock  river,  LL&2 

Reported  on,  101 

Acted  on,  14*.  143 

Ballast  master  to  appoint  assistant*.  Sea 
Bills  No.  &1L 

FREDERICKSBURG  FEMALE  ORPHANS. 

Petition,  ZQ. 

See  Billa  No.  190. 

FREEMAN,  (SAMUEL.) 

His  petition,  ZD 

Reported  on,  153 

Report  laid  on  table,  mi2 
FREE  NEGROES. 

To  be  prohibited  from  being  employed  at  fer- 
ries, 25 

Reported  on,  112 

See  Bill.  No.liiL 

To  amend  laws  to  authorize  clerks  to  deliver 
their  free  papers  only  whoa  removing  from 
county  to  county,  Bl 

Reported  on,  •  129. 

Acted  on,  161 

To  amend  act  of  March  1S19,  112 

See  Bills  No.  Jj-a. 

FRENCH,  (GUY  D.) 

Hia  petition,  SB. 

Reported  on,  113.  LfiL  202 

Be*  Bills  No.  271. 

FRENCH'S  HOTEL  COMPANY. 

See  Bills  No.  159. 

FRENCH,  (WILLIAM.) 

His  petition,  29 

See  Bills  No.  159. 

FRONT  ROYAL. 

Petition  of  citizens,  134 

Reported  on,  141 

Laid  on  table,  IGo 
FRY,  (HUGH  W.l 

Petition  to  incorporate  Exchange)  hotel  com- 
pany, 31 

See  Bill*  No.  04. 

FUGITIVES  FROM  JUSTICE. 

Governor  communicate*  demand  on  New 
York  and  refusal  to  deliver  certain  fugi- 
tive alavee,  11,  12 

So  much  of  governor's  message  a*  relates  to 
refusal  of  New  York  to  deliver  up  fugi- 
tives referred  to  select  committee,  22 

Correspondenc*  between  the  executive  of 
Virginia  and  the  executive  of  New  York, 

Doc.  No.  1^  p.  31  to  13 

Resolutions  of  South  Carolina  relative  to 
controversy  between  Georgia  and  Maine,  14S 

Committee  discharged  therefrom,  2<>7 

Report  of  select  committee  on  controversy 
with  New  York  preeented  and  printed, 
(Doc.  No.  57J  121 

Report  made  order  of  day,  151.  103 

Report  taken  op,  (Doc.  No.  67,)  104 

First  resolution  amended,  and  a*  amended 
adopted;  vol*  recorded,  -  lfil 

Laid  on  table,  1£5. 

Report  of  committee  taken  np,  (Doe.  No. 
57,)  123 

Second  resolution  under  consideration,  pre- 
vious question  demanded ;  not  sustained,  123 

Amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  May,  123 

Amendment  to  Li*  amendment,  by  Mr.  Ro- 
bertson, negatived ;  vote  recorded,  171 

Amendment  by  Mr.  May  adopted;  vote  re- 
corded, 121 
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Question  on  resolution  u  amended  ;  vote 

recorded,  114 
Third  resolution  of  committee  agreed ;  vote 

recorded,  174.125. 
Fourth  resolution  adopted ;  rote  recorded,  125 
Fifth  adopted,  12i 
Preamble  amended  and  adopted,  L7j>  to  182 
Resolution!  agreed  to  by  senate,  240 
See  Bills  No.SJL 

FUND  FOR  INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 

Auditor's  letter  relative  to  report  of  fund 
and  its  distribution,  ,  16. 

Motion  to  sell  portion  of  its  stock  to  raise 
money  ibr  Northwestern  road,  negatived  ; 
vote  recorded,  fil 

Receipts  and  disbursements  stated  by  trea- 
surer, Doc.  No.  3,  p.  C,  I 
FUNERALS. 

William  D.  Hodges's  death  announced,  HT2 

Funeral  attended,  ITU 


GAMES,  (JAMES.) 
Vote  in  Marshall  election  declared  by  com- 
mittee illegal ;  decision  reversed  by  house,  G2 

GATEWOOD,  (JOHN  8.) 
His  petition, 
Reported  on, 
Report  acted  on, 

GAUNT,  (WILLIAM.) 
His  petition, 
See  Bills  No.  222. 
GENERAL  AGENT  TO  PENITENTIARY. 
To  be  elected,  152.  120 

Agreed  to  by  senate,  IKl.  122 

Election  made ;  James  G.  Watson  elected, 

172.  173 

GENERAL  COURT. 
Death  of  judge  Daniel  announced  by  gover- 
nor, 111 
Resolution  to  supply  vacancy,  2fl 
Agreed  to  by  senate  with  amendment, 
Amendment  agreed  to,  82 
Judge  elected,  104, 1U6 

Proposition  to  require  them  to  report  new 
poi  n  te  of  law  involved  in  their  decisions, 
See  Bills  No.  38. 

Their  apartments  to  be  fitted  up  for  senate, 
New  apartments  assigned  tbem, 
See  Bills  No.  889. 

Certain  duties  required  of  court.    See  Bills 
No.SH. 

GENERALS. 
Resignation  of  major  general  William  Ma- 
dison communicated  by  governor, 
To  elect  major  general  in  lieu  of  general 
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Madison  resigned,  zLl.  Til 
Agreed  to  by  senate,  02 
Major  general's  election  msjde,  <g) 
General  Gordon  elected,  22 
Election  of  brigadier  for  3d  brigade,  Km 
Agreed  to  by  senate,  I  I  : 
Election  made,  125,  12fi 
Brigadier  general  Watts's  resignation,  "  LIS 
Resolution  to  elect  a  brigadier  for  13lh  bri- 
gade, 122 
Agreed  to  by  sonete,  157 
Election  made,  1 
Resignation  of  brigadier  Hoge,  Ilia 
To  proceed  to  supply  vacancy,  J_ii£i 
Agreed  to  by  senate,  lliil 
Election  made,  1 ' 
Reeignation  of  general  Boyd,  121 
To  supply  vacancy,  172 
Agreed,  to  by  senate,  1111 
Election  made,  206,  2U2 

GEOLOGICAL  SURVEY.  — 

Report  of  geologist  presented,  124 
Motion  to  print  J QC2  copies ;  vote  recorded,  124 

To  be  printed  in  octavo  form,  121 
Printed  among  reports  of  board  of  public 

works,  121 


Propriety  of  suspending  it  enquired  into,  lift 
Vote  recorded  thereon,  LLj 

GEORGE,  (ROBERT.) 
Judgment  in  favour  of  hie  administrator  to 
be  paid.   8ee  Hills  No.  267. 

GEORGE,  (WILLIAM.) 
Leave  to  withdraw  last  yew's  petition,  £2 
Again  presented,  2d 
Reported  on,  fil 
Laid  on  table ,  fil 

GEORGIA. 
Proceedings  of  stale,  relative  to  refusal  by 
state  of  Maine  to  deliver  np  a  slave  etolen 
from  Georgia,  commented  on  by  governor,  LI 
Committee  discharged  from  resolutions  of 
South  Carolina  in  relation  to  controversy 
between  Maine  and  Georgia,  2112 
GILES  COUNTY. 
See  Road  Contention. 

Petition  to  amend  law  relating  to  sale  of  ar- 
dent spirits,  l.'ili 
Committee  discharged,  202 
Part  of  Mercer  county  annexed.   See  Bills 

No.  53. 

GILES,  FAYETTE  AND  KANAWHA 
TURNPIKE. 
Survey  to  be  made  of  turnpike,  121 
See  Bills  No.  122. 

GILMER,  (THOMAS  W.) 
Elected  speaker,  3. 
Vote  recorded,  3 
Thanks  voted  to  him  as  speaker,  212 
Voted  tor  as  senator,  109^  110,  ill 

Elected  governor,  Hi! 
Committee  to  announce  his  election,  142 
Agreed  to  by  senate,  11a 
Committee  appointed,  LLj 
Report  of  joint  committee  announcing  to 

htm  his  election  as  governor,  228,  222 

llis  letter  accepting  his  appointment,  222 

GODDIN,  (ISAAC  A.) 

Hie  petition,  141 

Reported  on,  B 

Laid  on  table  by  general  resolution,  202 

GOLD,  (DANIEL.) 
Petition  opposing  change  in  wards  of  Win- 
chester, 3J 
See  Bills  No.gL 

GOOCHLAND  COUNTY. 
Petition  in  behalf  of  Eliza,  156 
Committee  discharged,  183 
Circuit  ooort  changed,  Liii 
See  Bills  No.  23JL 

GORBY,  (EBENEZER.) 
His  vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  to  be 
legal ;  motion  to  reverse  decision  of  com- 
mittee; negatived,  £2 
GORDON,  (WILLIAM  F.) 
Elected  major  general,  jj 

GOVERNOR 
Communicatee  annual  message,  fi 
Spread  upon  journal,  '.;  1  I 

Laid  on  table  and  printed,  12 
Transmits  statements  of  condition  of  Bank 

of  Valley,  (Doc.  No.  JJ 
Transmits  statements  ofcondition  of  the 

Exchange  Bank,  (Doe.  No.  JO  1£ 
Transmits  statement  of  coodiGoh  of  Bank 
of  Virginia  on  2d  December,  (Doc.  No. 

m  & 

Proposition  to  raise  his  salary,  81 
Laid  on  table,  21 
Meaeage  relating  to  banks  referred  to  bank 

committee,  28 
So  much  as  relates  to  schools  referred,  s 
Transmits  letter  from  president  of  Farmer* 
Bank,  with  statement  of  its  condition, 
(Doc. No.  II,)  22 
So  much  of  message  as  relate*  to  refusal  of 
New  York  to  deliver  up  fugitive*  referred 
to  select  committee,  22 
Part  of  message  relating  to  Virginia  military 
institute  referred,  &2 


Transmits  letter  and  reports  of  captain  of 
public  guard  and  superintendent  of  the 
armory,  (Doc  No.  jtjj 

Part  of  message  relating  to  public  lands  re- 
ferred, 

Committee  announced  to  whom  referred, 
Resolution  to  proceed  to  hi*  election, 
Amended  and  adopted, 
Amended  by  senate. 
Disagreed  to  by  house, 
Receded  from  by  seriate  and  amended, 
Amended  and  agreed  to  by  house , 
Agreed  to  by  senate, 

Erection  made,  137, 139, 130, 

Thomas  W.  Gilmer  elected, 
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Committee  to  announce  to  him  his  election,  )J2 
Agreed  to  by  senate,  1*A 
Committee  appointed,  145 
Report  of  joint  committee  announcing  hi* 

election  as  governor,  MBj  2211 

Communicatee  information  relative  to  locks 
on  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  (Doc.  No. 
29,) 

Transmits  quarterly  statement  of  Exchange 
Benk,  (Doe.  No.  34,) 

Communicates  statement  of  condition  of 
Northwestern  Bank,  (Doc.  No.  38,) 

Transmits  petition  of  literary  fund  relative 
to  Martin  Dawson's  estate, 

Transmits  statement  of  condition  of  Mer- 
chants and  Mechanics  Bank  of  Wheeling, 
Doc.  No.  44,) 

Communicates  report  of  principal  of  Virgi- 
nia military  institute.  (Doc.  No. 41,) 

Communicate*  report  of  visitor*  of  deaf  and 
dumb  asylum,  (Doc.  No.  51,) 

Statement  of  condition  of  Fanners  Bank 
Doc.  No.  fiffi. 

Transmits  reeignation  of  general  Watts, 

Communicates  resolutions  of  state  of  New 
Jersey  relative  to  the  exclusion  of  five  of 
their  representatives  from  congress,  (Doc 
No.  54,)  112 

Transmits  resolutions  from  Vermont  on  sub- 
ject of  public  lands,  (Doc.  No.  54,)  1 1  1 

Transmit*  report  of  geologist.  Printed  among 
reports  of  board  of  public  work*,  12i 

Transmits  reports  of  the  principal  engineer,  143 

Resolutions  of  South  Carolina  relative  to 
controversy  between  Georgia  and  Main*,  143 

Transmits  resignation  of  general  James  Hoge,  1  tV» 

Transmits  resignation  of  general  Elisha  Boyd,  171 

Correspondence  between  him  and  treasurer 
relative  to  the  suspension  of  the  banks, 

Doc  No.  L  p.  II,  12 

Transmit*  annual  report  of  director*  of  the 
penitentiary.    Doc.  No.  13. 

GOVERNMENT  HOUSE 

Condition  of  house  end  furniture  to  be  ex- 
amined, and  estimate  of  repairs, 

Statement  of  superintendent  of  public  build- 
ings shewing  necessary  repairs  presented. 

Repairs  to  be  made  and  furniture  procured, 
(See  Bille  No.  269.) 

GRATTAN,  (PEACHY  R.) 

Voted  for  as  member  of  council, 

GRAYSON  COUNTY. 

Petition  for  new  county  of  Grayson  and 
Wythe, 

Leave  to  withdraw  petition, 

GREAT  FALLS  ROAD. 

For  an  appropriation  to  make  the  rood  from 
the  Great  Alls  in  Allegheny  to  Jackaon'e 
river  near  Covington, 

Reported  on, 

Recommitted, 

Bee  Bills  No.  223. 

GREENBRIER  COUNT*. 

Petition  to  change  time  of  holding  circuit 
court, 

See  Bill*  No.  IX 

Petition  for  a  separate  election, 

Reported  on, 

Laid  on  table  by  general  resolution, 
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GREENBRIER  RIVER. 
To  amsnd  act  declaring  river  a  public  high- 

w»jr,  22 
S««  Bill*  No.  52. 

GREENE  COUNTY. 
School  ouota  apportioned,  82 
8m  Bills  No.  12tL 

GREENEVILLE. 
Petition  for  separate  election,  123 
Reported  on,  14ii 
Acted  on,  lifcj 

GREENES V1LLE  RAIL  ROAD 
Tolls  inereaesd.   See  Bill.  No  LLL 

GRENADIERS. 
Company  to  be  raited  in  Richmond,  Lfl 
See  Bills  No.  64. 

GUARDIANS  AD  LITEM. 
Judge*  of  circuit  court*  to  appoint  them,  00 
Committee  discharged,  2112 

GUARD,  (PUBLIC.) 
Letter  of  captain  transmitted  by  governor, 
(Doc.  No.  16j)  54 
~UUM,  (ROGER.) 
See  Bateytr,  (Adam)  and  Bills  No.  976. 

GUNPOWDER. 
Transportation  to  be  prohibited  on  rail-roads,  31 

H 

HALE,  (GEORGE  W.  B.) 
Voted  for  as  general  agent  and  storekeeper  to 
penitentiary,  113 
HALIFAX  ACADEMY. 
Petition  of  trustee*,  11 
See  Bills  No.  ill. 

HALIFAX  COUNTY. 
Petition  to  establish  a  volunteer  company  in 

the  county,  lfl 
See  Bills  No.  EL 

Petition  for  a  separate  election,  24 
Leave  to  withdraw  petition  for  separate  elec- 
tion; again  presented,  US 
Separate  election.   See  Bills  No*.  41  and  232. 
Petition  far  more  efficient  system  of  primary 

schools,  "'' 
Committee  discharged,  151 
Petition  to  improve  Uantater  river,  LLi 
Laid  upon  table,  Lll 

HALL  OF  HOUSE. 
Committee  appointed  to  make  alterations,  Hi 
Letter  of  clerk  referred  to  committee,  12 
Farther  alterations  to  be  made  by  committee,  IB 
Tendered  to  conventions  to  bold  their  ses- 
sions, 1111 
Report  of  committee  on  accounts  of  clerk 

of  house  presented  and  concurred  in,  212 
To  provide  for  alterations.    See  Bills  No.  lliL 

HALL,  (WILLIAM  G.) 
His  petition,  LQZ 
See  Bills  No.  212. 

HAMPTON  ACADEMY. 
Petition  of  Elisabeth  City  county  relative  to 

academy,  26 
Reported  on,  48 
Acted  on,  Sfi 
See  Bills  No.  ML 

HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY. 
Petition  for  road  from  Moorneld,  fil 
See  Bills  No.  LL 

Petition  to  appropriate  school  fund  to  acade- 
mies, lfifl 
Laid  on  table,  ICO 
Petition  for  a  separate  election,  Lfili 
Committee  discharged,  2211 

HANOVER  COUNTY. 
Petition  for  turnpike  road,  SZ 
See  Bilb  No.  LLL 

HANOVER  AND  HENRICO  EXPLORING 

COMPANY. 
To  be  incorporated,  115 
Incorporated.    See  Bills  No.  225. 

HARDY  COUNTY. 
Petition  to  add  part  to  Shenandoah,  62 
Reported  on,  Hit 

7 


Recommitted,  LIB. 
Report  again  presented,  122 

Acted  on,  LG2 

HARMAN,  (ERASTUS  G.) 
His  petition,  43 
Reported  on,  52 
Acted  on,  && 

HARRIS'S  CREEK  MANUFACTORY. 
8 lock  to  be  increased,  1111 
See  Bills  No.  202. 

HARRISON  COUNTY. 
Petition  of  citizens  far  new  county  of  Mo- 
nongalia and  Harrison,  L8i  Li 
Document  relative  to  new  county,  SSI 
Poll  for  new  county  presented,  84 
Poll  for  and  against  new  county,  152 
New  county  formed.    See  Bills  No.  1 51 1 
Petition  for  new  county  of  Wood,  Lewis  and 

Harrison,  15. 12 

Petition  against  selecting  Harris ville  as  the 

tit*  for  courthouse  of  new  county,  27 
Document  accompanying  petition  far  new 

county,  22 
NeV  county  fanned.   See  Bills  No.  134. 
Petition  to  form  new  county  of  Harrison, 

Lewis  and  Tyler,  22 
See  Bills  No.  131. 

Petition  for  new  county  of  Harrison,  Lewi* 

and  Randolph,  1111 
Petition  for  separate  election,  12.  VH 

See  Bills  No*.  13.  265. 

Petition  for  bridge  across  Three  Fork  river,  134 
Reported  on,  141 
Acted  on,  lfiZ 
Petition  for  a  savings  institution.    See  Bills 

No.  215. 

Petition  for  silk  and  agricultural  society,  lfifi 
See  Bills  No.  136. 

Petition  W>  establish  town  of  lloothsviile,  llfi 
See  Bills  No.  U61. 

Petition  relative  to  collection  of  taxes,  122 
Reported  on,  LUl 
See  Bill*  No.  34. 

To  pa**  special  road  law  for  the  county,  121 

HARRISON,  (GEORGE  £.) 
Petition  of  G.  K.  Taylor  relative  to  estate  of 

decedent,  23 
Bill  concerning  hie  estate.   See  Bills  No.  30. 
HARRISON  SILK  AND  AGRICULTURAL 
SOCIETY. 

See  Bill*  No.  24i 

HARVEY,  (OCTAVIUS  A.) 
To  allow  his  claim,  S3 
Reported  on,  ifii 
Report  recommitted,  135 
Leave  to  withdraw  petition,  211) 
See  Bills  No.  2LL. 

HARVIE,  (J.  B.) 
His  petition  concerning  water  work*  of  Rich- 
mond, £3 
Richmond  water  works.    See  Bills  No.  ILL 

HAYS,  (HENRY.) 
His  petition,  21 
Reported  on,  fil 
Laid  on  table,  fil 

HE  ADEN,  (JOHN  W.) 
Petition  to  be  released  from  paying  taxes,  63 
Reported  on,  LOG 
Report  laid  on  table,  151 
HEATH,  (JAMES  E.) 

See  Auditor t. 

Elected  auditor,  152 

HELM,  (CHARLOTTE  F.) 
Leave  to  withdraw  hsr  petition  of  last  ses- 
sion, •  21 
Her  petition  again  presented, 
Leave  to  withdraw  petition,  212 
Divorced.    See  Bills  No.  43. 

HENDERSON,  (JOHN.) 
Vote  in  Marshall  election  reported  on,  4Z 
Decided  illegal,  4S 

HEN1NGS  JUSTICE. 
Letter  of  R.  D.  Senxty  to  publish  new  edi- 
tion, LLi 


Reported  on,  LLi 
Acted  on,  ILL 

HENRICO  COUNTY. 
To  change  time  of  holding  court  for  21st  cir- 
cuit, 33 
Judge  of  circuit  court  authorized  to  hold  ses- 
sions in  capitol  or  courthouse,  211 
Agreed  to  by  senate,  242 

HENRY,  (WILLIAM  IU 
Hi*  vote  in  Marshall  election  declare*!  ille- 
gal, 62 
HIGHWAYS. 
To  amend  act  declaring  Greenbrier  river  a 

public  highway,  22 
Farther  time  given  owner*  of  dim*  to  com- 
plete same  on  Simpson's  creek,  22 
Greenbrier  river.   See  Bills  No.  52. 
Simpson  *  creek.   See  Bills  No.  103. 

HISSING. 
Sergeant  to  ascertain  who  hissed  in  galle- 
ries, 14Q 
HODGES,  (WILLIAM  D  ) 
His  death  announced,  169 
Resolution  to  attend  funeral,  1B9 
Copies  of  resolution  to  be  sent  to  relatives,  HQ 
Funeral  attended,  120 
Clerk  to  issue  certificate  for  hi*  pay  to  Dr. 
Robert  LL  Webb.  HI 
HOGE,  (JAMES.)  * 
Letter  of  resignation  transmitted  by  gover- 
nor, 165 
HOLLEMAN,  (JOSIAH.) 
HI*  communication  transmitting  report  of 
assessor*  on  charter*  of  joint  stock  com- 
panies, (Doe.  No.  14J  42 
Communication  referred  to  committee 

finance,  Bil 
Report  on  his  communication  acted  on,  154 

HOLLIDAY'S  COVE  TURNPIKE. 
Resolution  relative  to  their  toll*,  86 
See  Bill*  No.  213, 

HOOE,  (A.  B.) 
Petition  to  discontinue  ferry,  Lfi 
Reported  on,  CO 
Laid  on  table,  57 
Report  recommitted.  ffl 

Hook's  FERRY 
Discontinued.    See  Bill*  No.  84. 

HOPKINS.  (CORNELIA.) 
Petition  of  Richard  K  Meade  relative  to  dis- 
position of  her  estate,  Kt 
Sale  of  lands  authorized.    See  Bills  No.  32. 

HOPKINS,  (HENRY  L  ) 
Elected  member  of  council,  L5U 
Correspondence  as  lieutenant  governor  with 
executive  of  New  York  relative  to  fi 
tives  from  justice,       Doc.  No.  1,  p. 
H08E 

To  be  purchased  for  capitol,  '32-6 
Agreed  to  by  senate f  239, 210 

HOT  SPRINGS  COMPANY 
To  be  incorporated,  45 
Incorporated.    See  Bills  No.  122. 

HOWELL,  (SAMUEL.) 
Hi*  petition,  fiO 
Reported  on,  £3 
Laid  on  table,  LQ2 

HUDG1NS,  (THOMAS) 
Petition  to  incorporate  Richmond  college,  GO. 

See  Bills  >  o.  LLL 

HUG  HART,  (GEORGE.) 
His  petition,  83 
Reported  on,  Si2 
Acted  on,  151 

HUGUENOT  COAL  COMPANY 
To  be  revived,  25 
See  Bills  No.  LL 

HULL,  (WILLIAM  G.) 
See  Bills  No.  212. 

HUNTER,  (EDMUND  P.) 
Nominated  and  voted  far  as  brigadier  gen*- 
ral,  200,2111 
HUNTER,  (R.  M.  T.)  — 
Voted  for  a*  senator,  109 
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HUNTERSVILLE  AND  PARKERSBURG 

ROAD. 

To  complete  eastern  Motion.    See  Bill*  No. 
22, 

HYCO  FALLS  MANUFACTORY. 
Charter  to  bo  revived,  LSI 
So*  Bills  No.  U2L 


ICE'S  FERRY  ROAD. 
See  Bills  No.  1ML 

IMPRISONMENT 
For  debt  to  be  abolished,  53 
Committee  discharged,  'ALL 

INCENDIARY  PUBLICATIONS 
To  amend  act  to  suppress  their  circulation,  22 
8m  Bills  No.  Ift4. 

INDEX. 

To  bo  prepared  by  clerk,  to  the  laws  and 

resolutions,  (rule  20.}  4 
INSOLVENT  DEBTORS. 
To  amend  law  relative  to  ca.  tat.  founded 
on  judgments  rendered  by  justice*  of 
peace,  123 
INSOLVENTS 
To  be  allowed  to  confess  judgments  in 

clerk  'e  oHico,  9Q 
See  Bills  No.  1C2. 

INSPECTIONS. 
To  repeal  all  laws  for  inspecting  tobacco,  ill 
Reported  on,  1  Hi 

Acted  on.  ifil 
To  amend  laws  relating  to  branding  flour,  lfll 
See  Bills  No.  80. 

To  amend  act  regulating  inspections  of  salt 

in  Kanawha,  122 
See  Bills  No.  203. 

Of  flour  and  meal  at  Winchester.  8ee 
Bills  No.  135- 

Or  plaster  of  paris,  LEI 

See  Bills  No.  23iL 

INSURANCE  COMPANIES. 

Petition  of  Wheeling  fire  and  man  no 
company,  IM 

Incorporated.   See  Bills  No.  laB. 

Western  company.    See  Bills  No.  tin 
INTEREST. 

Resolution  relative  to  payment  of  interest 
on  stato  debt  in  specie,  32 

Reported  on,  43 

Committee  discharged,  88 
INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 

Propriety  of  suspending  system  recom- 
mended by  governor,  (jj  2 

To  prevent  any  subscription  to  new  work  or 
any  engagement  requiring  money  to  bo 
borrowed,  IB 

l«aid  on  table,  ]£ 

See  Fund  for  Internal  Improvement. 

See  Roads.  Canals,  Turnpikes. 

INTESTATES 

Real  estate  to  be  subjected  to  payment  of 

debts,  &2 

See  Bills  No.  82. 

IRWIN,  (SAMUEL.) 

Hi*  petition,  211 

Reported  on,  41 

Report  laid  on  table,  4ti 

Acted  on,  53 

Amendment  offered  .  negatived,  £2 

J 

JAILORS. 

More  effectually  to  secure  their  fees,  22 
Reported  on,  lLfci 
JAILS. 

To  provide  more  liberally  for  supporting 

lunatics  confined  in  county  jails,  fj&j 

Committee  discharged  and  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  lunatic  asylums,  fil 
JAMES  CITY  COUNTY. 

To  change  time  of  holding  elections,  18 

Laid  on  table,  IB  J 


JAMES,  (FLEMING.) 
Petition  for  incorporating  mercantile  library 

association  of  Richmond,  41 
See  Bills  No.  llfl. 

JAMESON,  (JAMES.) 
His  YOte  in  Marshall  election  decided  l'ga],  24 

JAMES  RIVER  COMPANY^ 
To  change  two  certificates  of  stock  from 
Old  Jamas  river  company  to  Bank  of 
Virginia,  28 
Sum  in  treasury  placed  to  its  credit  trans- 
ferred to  the  treasury,  214 
Sea  Bills  No.  27». 

Receipts  and  disbursements  stated  by 

treasurer.  Doc  No.  3,  p.  0, 2 

JAMES  RIVER  AND  KANAWHA 
COMPANY. 
Proposition  to  stop  contracts  for  work  above 

Lynchburg,  21 
Resolution  taken  up  and  negatived,  2ft 
Vote  recorded,  26^  22 

Petition  to  amend  charter,  S4 
To  be  printed.  Doc.  No.  lfi. 
Resolution  calling  for  information  relative  to 

the  notes,  scrip,  bonds,  stock,  contracts, 

and  pay  of  officers  of  company,  122 
Agreed  to,  163, 1£4 

Information  furnished  respecting  the  fiscal 

affairs  of  company,  ( Doc.  No.  06.)  218 
Charts*  amended.    See  Dills  No.laX 
JEFFERSON  COUNTY. 
Petition  to  extend  Northwestern  rood  to 

Berryville,  3b 
Reported  on,  141 
Laid  on  table,  lftli 
Petition  of  judge  and  bar  for  change  of  time 

of  holding  court,  45.  HZ 

Circuit  court  changed.   See  Bill*  No.  SL 
Act  changing  circuit  court  suspended.  See 

Bills  No.  23!L 
Petition  relative  to  depot  of  the  Baltimore 

and  Ohio  rail-road,  22*  11HL 134 

Sea  Bills  No.  llfi. 

JEFFERSON  SEMINARY. 
Petition  of  stockholders,  52 

JEFFERSON  SOCIETY 
Of  university.   Their  petition,  131 
Committee  discharged  from  petition,  213 

JEFKERSONVILLE. 
Town  to  be  incorporated,  121 
See  Bills  No.  275. 

Documents  relative  to  town,  153 

JETER,  (WM.  S.) 
Nominated  as  doorkeeper,  14 

JOHNSON,  (AMMON.) 
Nominated  as  doorkeeper,  14 
Vote,  15 

JOHNSON,  (GEORGE  W.) 
Petition  to  incorporate  Danville  saving* 

institution,  22 
See  Bills  No.  132. 

JOnNSON,  (SAMUEL.) 
Voted  for  as  brigadier  general,  202 

JOINT  STOCK  COMPANIES. 
To  prevent  subscriptions  to  new  works  or  to 

borrow  money  for  state,  IB 
Laid  on  table,  Id 
Report  of  board  of  assessors  on  charters  of 

companies,  (Doe.  No.  14.1  47 
Acted  on,  1L4 
Auditor  to  report  which  have  failed  to  make 

report*  required  by  law,  146 
Information  furnished.    Doc.  No.  50 

JOINT  VOTES. 
Elections  bow  to  be  made,  (rule  44J  fi 
Recorded  ci  elect, un  of  printer,  111 
In  election  of  major  general,  02 
In  election  of  judge  for  Sth  circuit,  11M,  lxli 
In  election  of  senator  to  United  State*, 

100.111).  111,112 
Op  election  of  brigadier  general  for  3d  bri- 
gade, 125,12ft 
On  election  of  brigadier  for  13th  brigade,  132 


Recorded  in  election  of  governor, 

137. 13H,  13?,  140 
Recorded  in  elections  of  auditor*,  treasurer, 

register,  secretary  to  commonwealth  and 

librarian,  152 
On  election  or  member  of  council,  L51i 
On  elections  of  superintendent  and  general 

sgenfand  storekeeper  to  penitentiary,  1*3, 123 
In  election  of  brigadier  general  for  lJth  bri- 

gade,  L£ 
On  election  of  brigadier  general  fur  H"th 

brigade,  2M,gi>2 
JONES,  (ROLLING.)  — 

His  petition. 

Committee  discharged  from  petition, 
Leave  to  withdraw  petition, 

JONES,  (DANIEL.) 
Vote  in  Marshall  election  declared  illegal, 

JONES,  (DANIEL  D.) 
His  petition, 
Reported  on, 
Report  recommitted, 
Committee  discharged, 

JONES,  (GEORGE.) 

Hie  petition, 
Reported  on, 

Laid  on  table  by  general  resolution, 
JONES,  (JOHN  W.) 
Voted  for  as  governor, 

JONES,  (MARY.) 

Her  petition, 
Reported  on, 
Acted  on, 

JOURNALS. 
Leave  of  absence  to  members  to  be  entered 

on  journal,  (rule  12,)  1 
Aye*  and  noes  how  to  be  recorded,  (rate  13,)  4 
How  prepared ,  examined  and  printed, (rule  ID,)  4 
Documents  to  be  printed  and  bound  with 
journals,  and  furnished  members,  (rule 
fej  _  ft 

Additional  cop;ea  to  be  printed, 
Motion  to  causa  them  to  be  printed  in  octavo 
form, 
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Of  council  to  be  laid  before  house, 
To  be  furnished  clerks  of  courts, 
Reported  on, 
Acted  on, 

JOYNER,  (ASAHEL.) 
Petition  for  divorce, 
Divorced.   See  Bills  No.  IE. 

JUDGES 

Of  superior  court*  of  state  and  of  United 
States  entitled  to  seats  in  hall,  (rule  1G.) 

Death  of  Wm.  Denial  announced  by  gover- 
nor, 

Resolution  to  elect  judge  in  lieu  of  judge 

Wm.  Daniel  deceased. 
Agreed  to  by  senate  with  amendment, 
Amendment  of  senate  to  resolution  agreed  to,  93 
Election  proceeded  in;  nominations;  votes 

recorded;  Daniel  A.  Wilson  sleeted,  104. 106 
Proposition  to  raise  their  salaries,  21 
Laid  on  table,  21 
Resolution  to  increase  salaries  taken  ap ; 
sraendment  offered ;  postponed  indefi- 
nitely ;  vote  recorded,  102 
To  be  furnished  with  Robinson's  Practice 

and  reports,  HQ,  1Q£ 

See  Bills  No.  24L 

Proposition  to  rearrange  judicial  circuits, 
Committee  discharged, 

JUDGMENTS. 
To  provide  for  their  registry, 
Sea  Bills  No.  1HZ. 

To  amend  law*  relative  to  ca.  $as.  founded 

on  judgments  rendered  by  justices, 
Confession  in  clerk's  office.   See  Bills  No. 
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Liens  on  judgments.    See  Bills  No.  1H. 

JURIES. 

To  allow  them  compensation, 
Reported  on, 
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Acted  on,  63 
To  change  the  mode  of  selecting  jaron  and 

allow  them  pay,  1  l.j 

Committee  discharged,  183 

JU8T1CE8  OF  PEACE. 
To  amend  law  ao  at  to  require  single  justice 
-  to  take  acknowledmenta  of  deeds,  33 
Reported  on,  41 
Acted  on,  Hi 
Proposition  to  prevent  joatieaa  of  peace  from 

holding  office  of  commissioner  of  revenue, 

41,42 

Motion  to  amend  and  allow  justices  now  in 

office  to  bold  the  tame  ;  rota  recorded,  42 
Question  on  first  proposition ;  vote  recorded,  42 
8ee  Bills  No.  14. 

To  extend  jurisdiction  to  actions  of  tree  pass,  46 
See  Bills  No.  138. 


KANAWHA  COUNTY, 
l'etition  to  amend  charter  of  Bank  of  Kana- 
wha, S3. 
See  Bills  No.  185. 

Remonstrance  against  unending  charter  of 
Bank  of  Kanawha,  132 
KANAWHA  RIVER 
To  be  declared  lawful  fence,  147 
Reported  on,  157 

KELSO,  (ROBERT.) 
Hie  memorial,  SB 
Reported  on,  141 
Laid  on  table,  ILL 

KEMP8VILLE  CANAL  COMPANY 
To  be  incorporated,  411 
Reported  on,  42 
Acted  on,  tH 
Reconsidered  and  recommitted,  8J> 
See  Bills  No.  121L 

KERR.  (HUGH.) 
His  vote  in  Marshal  election  decided  legal,  11 

KIGER,  (ANDREW.) 
His  vote  decided  to  be  legal,  23. 

KING,  (MILES.) 
His  deposition  in  Norfolk  election,  35 

KING  WILLIAM  COUNTY. 
Petition  for  removal  of  courthouse,  12 
Memorial  remonstrating  against  removing 

courthouse,  Bfi 
Leave  to  withdraw  remonstrance,  86. 
Re-preeented,  86 
Documents  relative  to  removal  of  courthouse,  121 
Petition  in  favour  of  said  removal,  121 
Removal  of  courthouse.  See  Bills  No.  83, 
Petition  for  separate  election,  ti 
Separate  election.  See  Bills  No.  14B, 
k  IKK  MAN,  (LEVIN  C.) 

His  vote  in  Marahall  election  decided  to  be 
legal,  67 
KIRKMAN,  (WILLIAM  HJ 
His  vote  reported  illegal  by  committee,  Oil 
Decision  reversed  by  house, 

KREMER,  (PETER.) 
His  petition,  104 
Documents  to  support  his  claim, 
See  Bills  No.  LSL 


LAND  BOUNTY. 
Resolutions  for  new  appropriation  of  land  by 
congress  for  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  re- 
volution, 22 
Vote  recorded,  22 
Agreed  to  by  senate.  25 
LANDS. 

Resolutions  of  state  of  Maine  on  subject  of 
public  domain  communicated  by  governor,  8 

Subjected  commented  on,  9,  Uj 

Resolutions  of  Maine  on  the  subject, 

Doe.  No.  K  p.  14, 15 

Governor's  message  relating  to  subject  of 
public  lands  referred,  g£ 


Committee  appointed,  Ci! 
Resolutions  of  Vermont  on  subject  of  the 

public  lands,  112 
Doc.  No.  64. 

Report  of  select  committee  on  governor's 

message  relative  to  public  lands.  122 
To  be  printed ;  vote  recorded  on  printing, 

(Doe.  No.  65j  122 
Vacant  and  ungranted  to  be  released  to  coun- 
ties for  education  purposes ,  50 
Reported  on,  HI 
Acted  on,  166,  lfiZ 

Proceeds  of  eales  to  be  applied  to  school  com- 
missioners west  of  Blue  Ridge,  123 
Acted  on,  2U2 
To  repeal  act  requiring  majority  of  justices 
to  be  present  when  orders  are  made  for  pro- 
cessioning lands,  ZZ 
Reported  on,  flZ 
Acted  on,  147 
Draining  of  lands.    See  Bills  No.  1M, 

LAWRENCEVILLE. 
Petition  of  citizens,  51 
Town,  (see  Bills  No.  65^  fig 

To  be  published  by  clerk  with  notes  and  in- 
dexes, (rule  20J  4 
Resolutions  of  general  nature  included,  4 
To  furniah  mayors  and  recorders  of  towns 

with  copies  of  laws,  22 
Reported  on,  3il 
Acted  on,  44 
Revision  provided  for.   See  Bills  No.  22. 

LAWSON,  (FABIUS.) 
Appointed  clerk  to  committees  of  privileges 

and  of  claims,  14 
His  petition,  L'-l 
Documents  to  support  petition,  116 
Committee  discharged  from  documents,  ■  119 
Petition  reported  on,  UB 

LAWSON,  (MARY  W.) 
Her  petition,  22 
Reported  on,  LUf 
Report  laid  on  table,  lffi 
LEASES. 

To  provide  for  regulating  notices  to  quit  in 

indeterminate  leasee,  Zfi 
Resolution  reported  on,  'Jl 
Report  laid  on  table,  15Q 
See  Bills  No.  264,  224 

LEESBURG  TURNPIKE. 
To  amend  charter  of  company,  98 
LEESBURG  AND  LITTLE  RIVER  TURN- 
PIKE. 

Charter  amended.   See  Bilk  No.  183. 

LEGISLATURE. 
Time  of  meeting  to  be  changed,  72 
See  AucmbUj,  (General,)  and  Bills  No.  22* 

LEWISBURG. 
Petition  for  savings  institution,  §0 
See  Bills  No.  ILL 

LEWISBURG  ACADEMY. 
Petition  of  trustees,  104 
Committee  discharged,  112 

LEWISBURG  SAVINGS  INSTITUTION 
Incorporated.    See  Bills  No.  112, 

LEWIS  COUNTY. 
Petition  for  new  county  of  Wood,  Lewis  and 

Harrison,  15, 1Z 

Document  accompanying  petition  for  new 

county,  2& 
New  county  formed.  See  Bills  No.  134. 
Petition  to  form  new  county  of  Harrison, 

Lewie  and  Tyler,  22 
Petition  for  new  county  of  Harrison,  Ran- 
dolph and  Lewis,  111X 
LEVIES. 

To  provide  further  security  for  collection  of 
county,  corporation  and  pariah  levies,  31 

To  amend  law  relating  to  collection  of  coun- 
ty levies,  37 

Report  on  resolution  relative  to  collection  of 
county  levies  acted  on,  122 


Collection  of  taxes,  levies  and  poor  rates. 

See  Bills  No.  114. 
County  levies  to  be  laid  on  other  subjects,  £3 
Reported  on,  £2 
Acted  on,  04 
For  bridges  and  causeways.  See  Bills  No.  43» 

LEXINGTON. 
Petition  of  citizens,  169 
Trustees  to  levy  taxes.   See  Bills  No.  253. 

LIBRARIAN. 
Resolution  to  proceed  to  bis  election,  Liii 
Election  agreed  to  by  senate, 
Election  made,  152 
To  repeal  law  appointing  clerk  of  court  of  ap- 
peals at  Lewiaburg  librarian,  and  to  autho- 
rize court  to  appoint  a  librarian,  158 
Committee  discharged,  2U2 
LI  BE 

& 
& 

Committee  appointed,  141 
Report  of  joint  committee  presented,  liA 
Taken  up  and  acted  on,  164,  lbo,  I  Hi 

Annual  report  of  librarian,  lt4i,  l&Z 

Account  with  commonwealth,  lbfl 
Account  of  library  fund,  lij 
Account  of  librarian  with  commonwealth,  128 
Copiea  of  laws  of  other  states,  and  of  Uni- 
ted States,  to  be  sent  to  Lewiaburg  library,  1£6_ 
Accounts  of  librarian  received  and  allowed,  lbo* 
Leave  to  bring  in  bill  authorizing  clerks  in 

capitol  to  use  library,  lit! 
To  grant  use  to  clerks.   See  Bills  No.  261. 

LIBRARY  FUND. 
Account  of  books  and  maps  which  constitute 
the  fund,  132 
LICENSES. 
Tax  on.   See  Bills  No.  15» 


HURT. 
Committee  to  examine,  (rule  2tf,) 
Quorum  for  business,  (rule  if.',) 


LIENS 
See  Bills  No.  112. 


On  judgments. 

LIGON  COAL  COMPANY 
To  be  incorporated. 
See  Bills  No.  4. 

LIGHT  INFANTRY 
Company  established  in  Richmond.  See 
Bills  No.  64. 

LIMITATIONS 
To  liability  of  assignors  of  bonds,  bill*  and 

obligations  to  be  provided,  20 
Reported  on, 
Acted  on, 

LIST,  (THOMAS  HJ 
His  petition,  23. 
Committee  of  roads  discharged  from  petition, 
and  referred  to  courts  of  justice,  13 
LITERARY  FUND. 

See  Library. 

Petition  relative  to  Martin  Dawson's  estate,  24 
Remonstrance  against  it,  22. 
See  Bills  No.  233. 
See  Doe.  No.  32. 

Second  auditor's  annual  report.  Doc.  No.  4. 
State  of  fund,  Ihd.  p.  5 

Permanent  capital,  6 
Stocks  and  loans,  Z 
Revenue,  fi 
Charges  on  revenue,  ,  3 
Statement  of  school  quotas,  ID 
Estimate  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  U 
Abstract  of  accounts  of  school  treasurers, 

12,  13,  14 

Abstract  of  school  commissioners'  reports,  IJj,  ljj 
Operations  of  district  free  schools,  17 
Extracts  from  school  commissioners'  reports, 

12  to  35 

Reports  of  academies,  35  to  42 

Books  in  use  in  primary  schools,  U  tn  U 

Receipts  and  disbursements  stated  by  trea- 
surer, Doc.  No.  3.  p.  6,  Z 
LITTLE  AND  BIG  DEEP  CREEK 
NAVIGATION. 
Petition  of  company,  LZU 
Motion  to  bring  in  bill  to  enlarge  capital,  128 
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LITTLE  AND  BIG  DEEP  CREEKS 
8m  Bills  No.  274. 

LOANS. 

Difficulties  attendant  on  efforts  to  borrow  on 
public  account  stated  bj  governor  in  an- 
nual message,  6j2 
Resolution  to  prevent  any  now  work  of  in- 
ternal improvement  which  shall  require 
borrowing  money,  lfl 
Laid  on  table,  IB 
To  amend  act  for  temporary  relief  of  banks 
so  as  to  allow  them  whatever  premium  they 
may  pay  for  specie  to  pay  interest  on  state 
debt,  32 
Reported  on,  43 
Committee  discharged,  £2 
Information  called  for  from  treasurer  relative 
to  money  borrowed  to  pay  state's  subscrip- 
tion lo  bank  stock,  amount  of  interest  and 
dividends  thereon,  52 
Communicated  by  treasurer,  (Doc.  No.  18,)  £g 
Motion  to  commit  tax  bill  with  instructions 

to  provide  for  a  temporary  loan,         203, 201 
Bill  reported.   See  Bills  No.  272. 
Report  of  second  auditor  on  debt  aad  re- 
sources of  state,  (Doc.  No.  52J  122 

LOQAN,  (WILLIAM.") 
His  petition.  111 

LOUDOUN  COUNTY. 
Petition  for  special  road  law, 

Public  roads  in  county.   See  Bills  No.  129. 
Petition  for  ravisal  of  road  laws,  42, 
Reported  on,  31 
Acted  on,  Uzl 
Petition  for  separate  elect  .on ,  30^  31 

See  Bills  No.  1L 

Petition  to  extend  Northwestern  road  to 

Berryville,  33 
Reported  on,  111 
Laid  on  table,  lfkj 
Petition  to  increase  reward  for  killing  wolves,  §3 
See  Bills  No.  26. 

Petition  requiring  ferrymen  to  keep  boats 
secured  by  night,  72 

Reported  on,  80 

Laid  on  table,  1£Q 

See  Bills  No.  ML 

LOUISA  COUNTY. 

Petition  to  declare  North  Anna  river  lawful 
fence,  111 

Reported  on,  LIS 

Acted  on,  Uil 
LOTTERIES. 

To  prohibit  sale  and  purchase  of  foreign 
tickets, 

Bill  taken  up.  See  Bills  No.  92.  Substitute 
of  Mr.  Msy  adopted ;  ayes  and  noes)  re- 
corded, 1D7 

Motion  to  postpone  bill  indefinitely ;  vote 
recorded,  197 

Further  amendments ;  vote  recorded,    197,  MB 

Bill  to  be  engrossed,  Hit 

To  extend  time  to  draw  lottery  in  Frede- 
ricksburg.   See  Bills  No.  111. 

LUKE,  (JAMES.) 

His  vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  illegal,  fill 
LUNATIC  II08P1TAL8. 

Committee  to  examine,  (rule  !fcL)  5. 

Quorum  for  business,  (rule  89,)  5. 

Committee  sppointed,  11 

Condition  of,  stated  by  governor  in  annual 
message,  a 

To  increase  cells  or  enlarge  the  hospitals,  12. 

See  Bills  No.  949. 

Annual  report  of  Western  hospital,  (Doc. 

No.2^j  eu 
ReportoTdirectors  at  Williamsburg,  (Doe. 

No.  Mjl  134 
Motions  to  amend  revenue  bill  relative  to 

appropriation  ;  vote  recorded,  214 
LUNATICS. 
To  provide  more  liberally  for  their  support, 

Ac.  in  county  jails,  fifi 


Committee  discharged  and  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  lunatic  asvlnms,  fil 
LYLE,  (SAMUEL.) 
His  petition,  22, 23 
Reported  on,  3Q 
Report  laid  on  table,  li 
Acted  on,  lfM 
Leave  to  withdraw  petition,  115. 

M 

M'CASKEY,  (GEORGE.) 
Hit  vote  in  Marshall  election  declared  legal,  Z2 

M'CLAUGHERTY,  (JAMES.) 
Petition  to  add  part  of  Mercer  to  Giles,  32 
Leave  to  withdraw  petition,  2111 
See  Bills  No.  03. 

M'CONNELL,  (ROBERT.) 
His  vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  to  bo 
legal,  G2 
MDOWELL,  (JAMES.) 
Nominated  as  governor,  137 
Voted  for,  137,138,139,  140 

M'FARLAND,  (WILLIAM.)   

His  vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  legal,  21 

MACFARLAND,  (WILLIAM  fl.) 
Communicatee  report  submitted  to  stockhol- 
ders of  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia,  (printed 
Doc.  No.  24J  2B 
His  petition,  82. 
See  Bills  No.  1118. 

Voted  for  as  senator,  111 

MGRATH,  (FRANCIS.) 
His  vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  legal,  21 

M'KENEGHAN,  (CHARLES} 
Vote  in  Marshall  election  reported  on,  42 
Decided  illegal,  lfl 

M  MECHEN,  (DAVID.) 
His  vote  in  Marshal]  election  declared  legal,  22 

M'MUNY.  (I.) 
Petition  for  town  of  Trindclphia,  12 
See  Bills  No.  !HL 

Committee  discharged  from  petition  and  re- 
ferred to  committee  for  courts  of  justice,  2Q 
MACON'S  MILL  AND  COLD  HARBOUR 

TURNPIKE 
Incorporated.   See  Bills  No.  1ILL 

MADISON  COUNTY. 
Petition  to  declare  Rapid  Ann  river  lawful 

fence,  13 
Reported  on,  22 
Acted  on,  13d 

MADISON  MANUFACTORY. 
To  amend  the  charter  of  the  company,  22 
See  Bills  No.  33. 

MADISON,  (WILLIAM.) 
His  resignation  as  major  general  communi- 
cated by  governor,  KJ 
MAGISTRATES. 
To  extend  jurisdiction  to  actions  of  trespass,  Ail 
See  Bills  No.  138. 
See  Justice*  of  Out  Peace. 

MAINE. 

Resolutions  of  state  on  subject  of  public  do- 
main communicated  by  governor,  2. 

See  Doc.  No.  1,  p.  14,15. 

Proceedings  of  rtateof  Georgia  relative  to  a 
refusal  of  Maine  to  deliver  up  •  slave  sto- 
len from  Georgia  commented  on  by  go- 
vernor, 11 

Committee  discharged  from  resolutions  of 
South  Carolina  in  relation  to  the  contro- 
versy between  Maine  and  Georgia,  207 
MAJOR  GENERALS. 

Resignation  of  William  Madison  communi- 
cated by  governor,  J_0_ 

To  fill  vacancy  by  resignation  of  general  Ma- 
dison, 7JL29 

Agreed  to  by  senate,  £2 

Election  made ;  vote  recorded ;  general  Gor- 
don elected,  S£ 
MAJORS.  (DAVID  AND  JOHN.) 

Their  votes  in  Marshall  election  declared 
legal;  ayes  and  noes  recorded,  Q 


MAJORS,  (GEORGE.) 
His  vole  in  Marshall  election  declared  legal,  22 

MALLORY,  (FRANCIS.) 
Voted  for  ss  senator,  111 

MANUFACTURING  COMPANIES. 
Belle  Isle  company's  charter  to  be  amended,  13 
Committee  discharged.  32 
To  amend  charter  of  the  Madison  manufac- 
turing company,  22 
See  Bills  No.  XL 

To  revive  Huguenot  coal  and  iron  company,  £2 
See  II ills  No.lL 

Western  Virginia  silk  and  agricultural  so- 
ciety, 52 
See  Bills  No.  Lt 

Fallen  creek  company  to  be  incorporated,  JJJZ 
Sss  Bills  No  121. 

Charter  of  Hyoo  foils  company  to  be  re- 
vived, 121 
See  Bills  No.  1<2L 

Harris's  creek  company  stock  to  he  in- 
creased, 111 
See  Bills  No.  202, 

Stonewall  iron  company,  LLi 
See  Bills  No.  215. 

Mercer  company,  LLA 
Bee  Bills  No.  230. 

Clover  Hill  coal  company  incorporated.  See 

Bills  No.  2fL 
Virginia  axe  company.   See  Bills  No.  I  ». 
Dover  coal  and  iron  company.    See  Bills 

No.  1QL 

Potomac  and  Alleghany  coal  and  iron  com- 
pany.  See  Bill*  No.  UkL 

Harrison  silk  and  agricultural  company.  See 
Bills  No.  243. 

Report  of  a-uessors  on  their  chartere.  Doc 
No.  14. 

MANNING,  (WILLIAM  B.) 
His  petition,  HI 
See  Bill.  No.  260. 

MAPS. 

Two  maps  of  state  to  be  suspended  in  hall,  15fi 
Librarian  to  furnish  clerks  of  new  counties 
with  maps,  Ilk 

Market,  (PETER  j 

His  vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  to  be 
legal,  GZ 
MARKLE,  (JOHN 
Petition  of  his  guardian,  83 
Reported  on,  92 
Report  laid  on  table,  151 
Taken  up  and  acted  on,  151 
See  Bills  No.  255. 

MARRIAGE8. 
To  appoint  persons  in  Fayette  and  Nicholas 

to  celebrate  the  rites  of  matrimony,  23 
Reported  on,  41 
Laid  on  table,  42 
To  amend  act  for  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners to  celebrate  rites  of  matrimony,  43 
To  amend  general  act,  •  1 W 

See  Bills  No.  lifil 

MARSHALL  COUNTY. 
Petition  advocating  the  establishment  of  the 

ferry  of  Thomas  &  E.  Pollock,  12 
See  Bills  No.  ILL 

Petition  for  separate  election,  l£d 
Committee  discharged  by  general  resolu- 
tion, 'Hu 
MARSHALL,  (JOHN.) 
His  vote  in  Marshall  election  declared  illegal,  Qt 

MARTHA. 

Her  petition,  32 

Reported  on,  li 

Acted  on,  5fi 

MASON,  (JOHN  Y.) 

Nominated  as  senator,  1A2 
Voted  for,  109,110,111,113,111 

MATHEW8  COUNTY. 

Petition  relative  to  hauling  seinse,  211 

Reported  on,  IE! 

Petition  relative  to  oysters,  120. 
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Report  ob  petition  relative  to  oyster*  and 

MinM  acted  on,  11: 
Oysters.    See  Bill*  No.  270. 

MATHEWS,  (DUE WRY) 
Nominated  as  doorkeeper,  11 
Vote,  IS 


MATHEWS,  (GEORGE  HA 
Remonstrance  against  changing  time  of 

holding  circuit  court  of  Buckingham,  til 
Bee  Hills  No.  1L 

Committee  discharged  from  petition,  27. 
MATRIMONY. 

Petition  to  appoint  peraone  in  Fayette  and 
Nicholas  to  celebrate  the  ritea  of  matri- 
mony, 23 

Reported  on,  41 

Laid  on  table,  ill 

See  Billa  No.  132. 

To  amend  act  for  appointment  of  coromie- 
aionera  to  celebrate  ritea,  43 

MAYHALL,  (TIMOTHY.) 
Hia  Tote  in  Marahall  election  decided  illegal,  07 

MAYO,  (ABIGAIL.) 
Her  petition,  12 
Committee  authorized  to  aend  for  peraone 

and  papers,  103 
Committee  of  propoaitiona  diecharged  from 

petition,  and  referred  to  eelect  committee,  lOfi 
Referred  again  to  committee  of  propoaitiona,  lUd 
Reported  on,  133 
Report  laid  on  (able,  lUi 
See  Billa  No.  962. 

MAYORS. 
Resolution  to  furnieh  tbem  with  cop  in  of 

the  lawa,  22 
Reported  on,  2U 
Acted  on,  44 

MEADE,  (RICHARD  K.) 
Hia  petition,  12 
See  Bill*  No.  3& 

MEAL. 

Paint  to  be  used  in  branding  barrela  of  flour 

and  meal,  152 
Sea  Bills  No.  EQ. 

Inspections  at  Wincbeeter.   See  Billa 

No.  ):,:■■ 

MECHANIC  ARTS. 
Motion  to  amend  rulee  and  appoint  ftanding 

committee,  in* 
Committee  to  be  appointed,  142 
Appointed,  143 

MECKLENBURG  COUNTY. 
Petition  to  change  circuit  court,  22 
Circuit  court  changed.   See  Billa  No.  35. 
MEETINGS. 

See  AdjottrnmaU 

MEMBERS 
Not  to  be  absent  without  leave,  (rale  hj  3 
How  to  addreaa  chair,  (rule  2J 
To  confine  tliemsnlves  to  subject  in  debate,  3 
Not  to  use  indecent  or  disrespectful  language,  3 
To  be  recognized  by  name  by  speaker,  (rule 

3j  a 

Not  to  name  others  in  debate,  3 

How  often  to  apeak,  (rule  40  3 
Not  to  converse,  read,  stand  or  walk  while 

apeaker  reports  questions,  (rule  6^  3 
Not  to  vote  when  interested,  (rul«~7j  4 
Nor  where  abaent  whan  question  propound- 
ed, 1 
To  vote  when  in  boose,  (rule  8J  4 
How  sent  for  and  censured  or  discharged, 

(rule!},)  1 
To  remain  in  seat  till  speaker  passes  on  ad- 
journment, (nil*  10.)  4 
On  call  of  house,  when  doors  closed,  (rule 

ILl  4 
When  leave  of  sbsence  revoked,  (role  12,)  £ 
Pay  disallowed  when  on  leave  of  absence,  4 
Right  to  call  for  area  and  noes,  (rule  13.)  4 
May  be  called  to  chair  by  speaker,  (role  13 J  4 
Of  senate  and  ezecutiva  to  have  seats  assign- 
ed tbem,  (rule  16^  4 

8 


In  presenting  petitions,  to  announce  object 

and  endorse  it,  (rule  V7j  S 
Succeeding  in  contested  election,  when  enti- 
tled to  pay,  (rule  36^  & 
Not  permitted  to  draw  ini]<i«gs  till  end  of 

session,  211 
Role  prohibiting  them  from  receiving  return 

mileage  suspended,  23ft 
Proposition  to  increase  their  pay,  21 
Laid  on  table,  21 
Banka  to  furnish  statement  of  their  indebt- 
edness ;  ayes  snd  noes  recorded,  65^  £11 
Statement  shewing  their  indebtedness  to  Ex- 
change Bank,  (Doc.  No.  27J  80 
Information  furnished  relative  to  indebted- 
ness of  members  to  Bank  of  Virginia, 
(Doe.  No.  30J  £2 
Statement  shewing  indebtedness  of  mem- 

beri  to  North  western  Bank,  (Doc.  No.  36,)  22. 
Similar  statement  of  indebtedness  to  bran- 
ches of  Farmers  Bank,  (Doc.  No.  37.)  22 
Ststement  of  their  indebtedness  to  Bank  of 

Valley,  (Doc,  No.  43J  fJC 
Statement  of  their  indebtedness  to  branches 

of  Bank  of  Virginia,  (Doc.  No.  45J  22 
Proposition  to  reduce  pay,  ,  ]QZ 

Rejected,  102 
I  Report  of  committee  on  returns  of  delegates 

by  sheriffs,  155 
j  Report  of  committee  on  qualifications  of 

members,  155 
\  Death  of  William  D.  Hodges  announced,  li2i 
Proceedings  thereon,  ITS' 
Funeral  attended,  j_> 
List  of  names,  246, 242 

MERCANTILE  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 
Petition  of  F.  Jamea  for  their  incorporation,  41 
Of  Richmond,  incorporated.   See  Bills  No. 

MERCER  COUNTY. 
Petition  to  add  part  to  Tazewell,  S3 
Petition  against  it,  1B6 
Reported  on,  22U 
Laid  on  table  by  general  resolution,  207 
Part  annexed  to  Giles  connty.  Sea  Bills 
No.  53. 

MERCER  MANUFACTURING  COMPANY 

To  be  incorporated,  m 

Incorporated.    8ee  Bills  No.  232. 

MERCHANTS  AND  MECHANICS  BANK. 

Committee  to  enquire  into  propriety  of  exo- 
nerating bank  trom  penaftiea  incurred  by 
law  for  auspension  of  specie,  311 

Reported  on,  31 

Laid  on  table,  411 

Semi-annual  state  of  bank  and  its  branch  at 
Morgantown,  Doc.  No.  1,  p.  4Z 

Statements  of  bank  and  branches  in  reply  to 
■  resolution  of  the  committee  on  banks. 
Doc.  No.  25. 

Condition  of  bank  and  branch.  (Doc.  No.  44.)  26. 
MESSAGES 

From  senate  or  executive  to  claim  prece- 
dence over  orders  of  day,  (rule  14.)  4 

How  interchanged  between  clerks  of  bouse 
and  senate,  (rule  21,)  4 

When  to  be  considered,  (rule  21.)  4 
MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

Oyt ters.    See  Bills  No.  270. 

MILEAGE. 

New  rule  established  prohibiting  members 
from  drawing  mileage  till  end  of  session,  20 

Motion  to  lay  it  on  table ;  rote  recorded,  20,21 

Rule  prohibiting  member*  from  receiving 
p.v  for  returning  augpended,  25d 

To  allow  the  principal  assessors  same  mile- 
age with  members  of  the  legislature,  32 

Sent  to  senate  tor  concurrence.  32 
MILITARY  BOUNTY  LANDS. 

Resolutions  for  new  appropriation  of  land  by 
congress  for  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  re- 
volution, 22. 

Vote  recorded,  22 

Agreed  to  by  senate,  25 


MILITARY  WARRANTS. 

Information  called  for  from  register  relative 
to  warrants  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  revo- 
lution, 7g 

Furnished,  llil 

Printed,  Doc.  No  4ft 

MILITARY  SCHOOL. 

Report  of  visitors  communicated  by  gover- 
nor, 10 

Part  of  governor 'a  message  relating  lo  it,  re- 
ferred, 62 

Report  of  principal,  (Doc.  No.  41^  i& 

Donations  of  hooka  and  maps  from  state  li- 
brary, lfcfi 

See  Bills  No.  Lil_ 

Report  of  vi.itr.rs,  Doc.  No.  L  p.  18, 19.20. 21 
Troaaurer'a  account,  Ibid.  p.  22 

Laws  and  regulations  of  Washington  col- 
lege at  Lexington,  lUd.  p.  12  to  22 

MILITIA. 

Adjutant  general's  report  of  the  condition  of 
militia  communicated  by  governor,  10 

Adjutant  general*  report  printed, 

Doc.  No.  k  p.  15 

Abstract  of  the  annual  return  of  the  militia 
for  1KW,  Hid.  p.  16, 17 

Arms,  accoutrements  and  ammunition,  l± 

Report  of  superintendent  of  armory.  Doc. 
No.  lft 

To  change  place  of  training  of  officers  of 

95th  regiment,  18 
See  Billa  No.  lft 

To  repeal  65th  section  of  law,  23 
See  Billa  No.  123. 

To  repeal  law  relative  to  trainings  of  officers,  21 
To  abolish  company,  battalion  and  regimen- 
tal musters,  save  one,  24 
Sum  to  be  assessed  upon  each  man  in  lieu  of 
fines,  to  pay  per  diem  of  officers  at  train- 
ings, 24 
To  revise  or  amend  existing  laws,  25 
Rejected,  25 
To  require  commandanta  of  regiments  to 
give  notice  to  brigadier  generals  of  time 
of  regimental  muster,  45 
See  Bills  No.  123. 

Proposition  to  restore  brigade  inspector*,  fi2 
Rejected,  G2 
Company  of  light  infantry  established  in 

Richmond.   See  Billa  No.  54. 
Richmond  Scarlet  Guard.  Hid. 
Richmond  Grenadiers.  Ibid. 
To  amend  act  for  better  organization.  See 
Bills  No.  12JL 

MILITIA  LAWS. 
Committee,  how  many,  (rule  28,)  5 
Quorum  for  business,  (rule  29,)  5 
Committee  appointed,  14 
Clerk  appointed,  14 
Clerk  discharged,  US 

MILL  DAMS. 
To  give  owners  on  Simpson's  creek  farther 
time  to  comply  with  set  declaring  said 
creek  public  highway,  22 
See  Bills  No.  103. 

MINERALS. 
Assessor*  to  state  in  margin  of  table*  value 
of  minerala,  and  when  valueless  deduc- 
tions from  land  to  be  made,  SO. 
Reported  on,  IflQ 
Acted  on,  154 

MINING  COMPANIES. 
To  incorporate  Clover  Hill  coal  company,  22 
See  BitU  No  2M 

To  revive  Huguenot  company,  25 
See  Billa  No.  11. 

Bradford  coal  company  incorporated,  46. 
See  Bill*  No.  BL 

Dover  coal  company.   See  Bills  No.  101. 
Dupuy  and  Bryant  coal  company,  131i 
See  Bills  No.  201L 

Montpelier  marble  company,  13C 
See  Bills  No.  21ft 
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Hanover  end  Henrico  exploring  and  mining 

company,  LLi 
8m  Hill"  No.  at, 

Dntoy  and  I'mckalan  coal  company.  See 
Bill.  No.  3. 

Ligem  coal  company.   See  Bills  No.  i. 

Polomao  end  Alleghany  cot)  and  iron  com- 
pany.  See  Bilta  No.  lQd. 

Preston  rail  road,  lumber  and  mining  com- 
pany.  Sea  Dills  No.  152. 

Appomattox  coal  company.  See  Bills  No. 
ii;') 

Report  of  ease  aeon  on  their  charter*.  Doe. 
No.  LA- 
MISTAKES 
In  recording  ayee  and  noes,  how  and  when 

corrected,  (rule  13,)  4 
Emu,  24fi 

MONONGALIA  COUNTY. 
To  form  new  county  of  it  and  Harrison,   IB.  45 
Document  relative  to  new  county,  83 
Leave  to  withdraw  petition  for  new  county 

of  Harrison  and  Monongalia,  US 
Re-presented,  120 
New  county  formed.  See  Bills  No. 1ML 
Petition  to  take  from  the  judges  power  to  af- 
fix additional  punishment  in  criminal  cases,  13 
Reported  on,  11 
Acted  on,  46 
Remonstrance  against  James  Evans  retaining 

a  seat  as  a  delegate,  38 
Seo  F.eam,  (Jamtt ) 

Documents  to  be  used  in  contested  election 
presented,  51 

See  Contested  Elections. 

To  amend  act  authorizing  court  to  borrow 

money,  54 

See  Bills  No.  133. 

Petition  to  allow  time  to  make  deeds  for 
lands  sold  for  tsxes,  83 

Petition  for  a  bridge  aeroes  Three  Fork 
creek,  134 

Reported  on,  141 

Acted  on,  ltiZ 
MONTGOMERY,  (ANDREW.) 

Ilia  vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  illegal,  lZ 

Motion  lo  reconsider  vote  deciding  his  vote 
to  be  illegal .  syee  snd  noes  recorded,  73 

Question  on  resolution  declaring  said  vote 
illegal,  73 
MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 

Petition  to  amend  charter  uf  Salem  and  Pep- 
per's ferry  turnpike,  112 

Reported  on,  118. 

Acted  on,  UB 

Petition  to  repeal  laws  authorizing  sale  of  ar- 
dent spirits,  U2 

Committee  discharged, 

MOODY,  (WILLIAM  M.) 

Leave  to  withdraw  his  petition ;  again  pre- 
sented, 112 

Leave  to  withdraw  petition,  ^  ; 

MOORE,  (JOHN.) 
Hie  vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  illegal,  G8 

MONTPELIER  MARBLE  COMPANY 
To  be  incorporated,  Lki 
Incorporated.    See  Bills  No.  2HL 

MORGAN,  (CHARLES  8.) 
Elected  luperintendent  of  penitentiary,  178 

MORGAN  COUNTY. 
Petition  for  road  from  Winchester  to  Bath,  54 
See  Frederick  County,  30. 54.  57.  &  Ul 

MORRI8,  (ROBERT  ILJ 
His  letter  to  governor  Seward  relative  to  the 
fugitivee  from  Virginia,    Doe.  No.  1,  p.  34.36. 
MOSBY,  (CHARLES  L-f 
Nominated  as  judge,  104,  LOG 

MUNFORD,  (GEORGE  W.)  — 
Appointed  clerk,  2 
See  Clerk  of  House 

MURDAUGH,  (JOHN.) 
His  petition,  hC 
Bee  Bills  No.  KC. 


MURPHY,  (STEPHEN.) 
Leave  to  withdraw  petition,  68 

MURRAY,  (CHARLES.) 
His  petition,  24 
Not  acted  on. 

MU8TER8. 

To  abolish  all  but  one  muster,  24 

Sum  to  be  assessed  upon  men  for  exemption 
from  musters  and  to  be  paid  to  officers  for 
training,  21 

Rejected,  24 

See  Militia. 

N 

NANS  KM  ON  I)  COUNTY. 
Petition  of  David  Dunford  to  remove  sepa- 
rate election  from  bis  bouse,  C& 
Petition  of  citizens  to  change  separate  elec- 
tion, 8G 
Petition  for  separate  election,  US 
Separata  election.   See  Bills  No.  220. 
Petition  to  define  boundaries  of  Y  sates  s  free 

school  district,  122 
Reported  on,  142 
Laid  on  table,  100 

NELSON  COUNTY. 
Petition  for  a  separata  election,  42 
See  Bills  No.  2U& 

NELSON,  (PHILIP.) 
His  petition,  24 
Reported  on,  31 
Again  reported  on,  fa? 
Acted  on,  CI 
NEWBERN  AND  RED  SULPHUR 
SPRINGS  TURNPIKE. 
See  Bills  No.  186. 

NEW  COUNTIE8. 
Resolution  to  require  clerks  to  forward  poll 

books  for  new  counties,  136 
Committee  discharged,  £S 
See  Bills  No.  150. 

Of  Harrison,  Lewis  and  Wood.  See  Bills 
No.  124, 

Of  Monongalia  and  Harrison.    See  Bills 

No.  150. 

NEW  JERSEY. 
Resolutions  relative  to  tbe  exclusion  of  five 

of  their  representatives  from  congress,  119 
Referred  to  select  committee,  IV' 
Printed,  Doe.  No.  64. 

Report  of  committee  on  resolution  relative 
to  refusal  by  congress  to  admit  their  mem- 
ben  to  seats,  preeented,  153. 

Doc.  No.  CO, 

Information  to  be  obtained  relative  to  the 
members  elected  to  coogress  from  that 
state,  143,  Ml 

Motion  to  lay  on  table;  vote  recorded"! 
motion  to  refer ;  vote  recorded  ;  vote  on 
adoption  of  resolution  recorded,  1 14 

Report  of  minority  of  committee,  (Doe.  No. 
62.)  presented,  141 
NEW  LONDON  ACADEMY. 
Petition  of  trustees,  S3 
Committee  discharged  from  petition,  LUi 

NEW  MARKET  ACADEMY. 
To  pay  its  school  quota,  IZi 
See  Bills  No.  1 

NEW  MARKET  TOWN. 
Petition  of  citizens,  104 
Trustees  appointed.    See  Bille  133. 

NEW  MARKET  AND  BUFFALO 
SPRINGS  TURNPIKE. 
See  Bills  No.  222. 

NEW  SHENANDOAH  COMPANY. 
To  amend  law  to  remove  obstructions  to 

navigation,  (JO 
See  Bills  No.  202, 

NEW  TRIALS. 
Bill  concerning  executions  and  new  trials 
in  cesee  upon  warrants.   See  Bills  No. 
42. 


NEW  YORK. 

Refusal  by  the  state  to  deliver  up  certsin 
fugitives  from  justice  communicated  by 
governor,  H 

Governor  'a  massage  relative  to  fugitives 
referred,  112 

Report  of  select  committee  on  controversy 
relative  to  fugitives  from  juslics,  (Doc 
No.  67J  131 

Report  of  committee  mads  order  of  day,  163 

Report  taken  up,  (Doc.  No.  57^  1,1 

First  resolution  amended,  and  as  amended 
adopted  .  vote  recorded,  1  lit 

Laid  on  tabls,  i  •  0 

Report  of  committee  taken  np,  (Doe.  No. 
67,2  111 

Second  resolution  of  committee  considered ; 
previous  question  demanded  ,  not  sustain- 
ed, -123 

Amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  May,  173 

Amendment  to  amendment  by  Mr.  Robert- 
eon,  negatived  ;  vote  recorded,  121 

Amendment  by  Mr.  May  adopted ;  vote  re- 
corded, 121 

Question  on  resolution  as  amended ,  vote 
recorded,  124 

Third  resolution  of  committee  agreed  ;  vote 
recorded,  174,125. 

Fourth  resolution  adopted ;  vote  recorded,  US. 

Fifth  adopted,  123 

Preamble  amended  and  adopted,         125  lo  lt& 

Resolutions  agreed  to  by  senate,  210. 

Correspondence  between  ezecntive  of  Vir- 
ginia and  New  York  relative  lo  certain 
fugitives  from  justice,  Doe.  No.  1,  p.  31  to  13 
NIBLO,  (ELIZA.) 

See  Bills  No.  88. 

NICHOLAS  COUNTY. 

For  the  appointment  of  persons  to  solemnize 
the  rites  of  matrimony,  22 

Reported  on,  41 

Laid  on  table,  46 

Petition  to  complete  road  from  iiunterrviUa 
to  Sommersvitle,  24. 

See  Bills  No.  22. 

Petition  for  a  separate  election,  62.  & 

Latter  of  R.  Thompson  relative  to  notice  for 
separate  election,  70 
NICHOLAS,  (PHILIP  N.) 
Voted  for  as  governor,  139. 140 

NORFOLK  ACADEMY.  — 
Its  report,  Doe.  No.  4.  p.  37 

NORFOLK  BENEVOLENT  MECHANIC 
SOCIETY. 

Their  memorial,  141 
Committee  discharged  from  petition,  lt3 

NORFOLK  BOROUGH. 
See  Contested  Ejection*. 
Petition  to  exempt  firemen  from  serving  on 

juries,  53 
See  Bills  No.  L±L 

Leave  to  withdraw  petition  relative  to 

French's  hotel,  86 
See  Bills  No.  152. 

Petition  to  amend  act  relative  to  ferry,  dl 
Resolution  of  court  relative  thereto,  153 
Reported  on,  liii 
Acted  on,  £2,  2£i 

See  Bills  No.  & 

Memorial  to  amend  charter,  1"3 
Committee  discharged  by  general  resolu- 
tion,   22fi 

NORFOLK  COUNTY. 
Petition  relative  to  schools,  24. 2fi 

Committee  discharged,  151 

NORFOLK  FERRY. 
Leave  lo  bring  in  bill  to  aothorias  court  to 
run  ferry  by  an  agent  and  to  borrow  mo- 
ney, II 
See  Bills  No.  2, 

Petition  of  Norfolk  borough  to  amend  act 

relative  to  ferry,  S£ 
Resolution  of  court  relative  thereto,  1-V? 
Reported  on,  lfifi 
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lUport  taken  up  and  acted  on,  222,  221 

Amendment  offered  to  bill  concerning  Porte- 

mouth  and  Roanoke  rail-road  relative  to 

said  ferry,  22ii 
NORFOLK  SAVINGS  INSTITUTION. 
Their  mamorial,  Jili 
See  Bille  No.  244. 

NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY. 
Petition  of  overseer*  of  poor,  2B 
Pure  hut  of  land  for  poor.    See  Billi  No.  9JL 

NORTH  RIVERS. 
Obetruetiona  to  be  removed,  4b 
See  Priiutt*  Ann*  and  Ktmprcillt  Canal*. 

NORTHWESTERN  BANK. 
Statement  cheering  indebtedness  of  mera- 

bera  of  legislator*  to  bank,  (Doe.  No.  36.)  92. 
Statement  of  its  condition,  and  that  of  bran- 

ehaa,  (Doe.  No.  38J  S2 
State  of  the  bank  including  branch  at  Wells- 
burg  te  1st  April  1839,         Doe.  No.  1  p.  H 
State  of  bank  and  branch  to  July  1st,  istst  p.  Hi 
Stats  of  bank  and  branches  at  Wsllsburg  and 

Parksretarg  to  1st  October,  46 
Statements  ot  bank  and  branches  in  reply 

to  a  resolution  of  the  committee  on 

banks.    Doc.  No.  36. 
Correspondence  between  treasurer  and  bank 

relatire  to  state's  subscription.  Doc.  No.  9. 
NORTHWESTERN  ROAD. 
Petition  of  citizens  of  Frederick  and  Clark* 

for  its  extension,  12.  3d 

Reported  on,  141 
Laid  on  table,  liiii 
To  repeal  proriso  contained  in  act  of  1830,  2£ 
Bill  concerning  certain  loans.   See  Bills 

No.  23. 

Motion  to  recommit  bill  concerning  loans 
to  road  with  instructions  to  raise  money 
wanted  by  selling  stock,  negatived;  rote 
recorded,  fil 

To  extend  it  from  eastern  termination  to 

Berryrilte  turnpike,  SI 

To  appropriate  loll*  arising  from  state '»  stock 
in  Asbby*  gap  and  Little  rirer  turnpike*, 
to  it*  extension,  £1 

Also  arising  from  Berryrille,  Snicker's  and 
Leeeburg  turnpikes,  fil 

To  make  proriaion  for  it*  completion,  24 

Reported  on,  90 

Acted  on,  liHi 

Bill  to  amend  several  act*.   See  Bills  No.  37. 

Leare  bill  to  amend  several  act*  concerning 
road,  242 

See  Bill*  No.  284. 

Receipts  and  disbursement*  stated  br  trea- 
surer, Doe.  No.  3^  p.  6,2 

Principal  engineer  to  communicate  informa- 
tion relatire  to  loss  of  bridge  on  road,  144 

His  answsr,  \~>'i 

Bridge  to  be  built,  153 

8ee  Bills  No.  284. 

NOTARIES  PUBUC. 

Fes*  to  be  regulated,  (see  Bills  No.  258.)  190 
NOTICES. 

Sea  Contested  Eitctumt. 

To  proride  mod*  of  giving  notice*  to  lake 
deposition*  in  chancery  auite,  11U 

Committee  discharged,  208 


OATHS. 

Committee  of  privileges  to  examine  oath*  of 
members,  (nils  32,)  6. 

Report  of  committee  on  qualification*  of 
members,  KKL  IS 

OBLIGATIONS. 

Limitation  to  be  provided  to  liability  of  ee- 
eignors  of  bonds,  bill*  and  obligation" ,  00. 

Reported  on,  1M 

Acted  on, 

OFFICERS  OF  HOUSE. 
Clerk  appointed,  3_ 
Speaker  elected,  I 


Sergeant  at  arms  appointed, 
Doorkeepers'  election  laid  on  table, 
Doorkeepers  elected,  14,  IS 

Clerks  of  committee*  appointed,  14 
Boy*  to  be  employed ;  their  compensation,  18. 

OFFICERS  OF  78th  REGIMENT. 
Petition  to  dispense  with  regimental  musters,  132 

OFFICERS  OF  79th  REGIMENT. 
Pstition  relative  to  their  training,  122 
Committee  discharged  from  petition,  12j 

OFFICERS  OF  95th  REGIMENT. 
To  change  place  of  training,  lfi 
See  Bills  No.  HL 

OFFICERS  OF  I44th  REGIMENT. 
Their  petition,  1£S. 
Committee  discharged  from  petition  and  kid 
upon  table,  2U43 
OFFICERS  OF  162o  REGIMENT. 
Petition  to  change  place  of  training,  44 
See  Bills  No.  12L 

OFFICERS  OF  REVOLUTION. 
Information  called  for  from  register  relative 
to  military  warrant*  to  oilicers  and  soldiers 
of  revolution,  2B 
Furnished,  1M 
Printed.   Doc.  No.  4H. 

OHIO  COUNTY. 
Petition  to  authorize  Northwestern  Bank  and 
Merchants  and  Mechanic*  Bank  to  issue 
notes  leas  than  live  dollars,  S5 
See  Bills  No.  1411. 

O'NEAL,  (H.  B.) 
His  rote  in  Marshall  election  decided  illegal.  62 

ORANGE  COUNTY. 
Petition  to  declare  Rapid  Ann  rirer  lawful 

fence,  43 
Reported  on,  92 
Acted  on,  13G 
School  quote  apportioned,  82 
See  Bill*  No.  12IL 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAT. 
When  to  be  considered,  (rate  14,)  A 
Which  to  have  precedence,  4 

ORDNANCE. 
Adjutant  general's  abstract  of  return, 

Doc  No.  Ld.  16j  12 
Report  of  superintendent  of  armory.  Doc. 
No.  lfi. 

OVERBY,  (J.  J.) 
Petition  to  change  name  to  Drummond,  13 
Reported  on,  32 
Acted  on,  44 

OVERSEERS  OF  POOR. 
To  repeal  act  concerning  apprentice*  bound 

out  by  overseers  of  poor, 
Reported  on,  S& 
Acted  on,  44 
Vote  reconsidered  and  report  laid  on  table,  fil 
Time  of  annual  meeting  changed,  1113 
Reported  on,  123 
Acted  on,  Ifil 
To  increase  their  compensation,  laG 
Committee  discharged,  220 

OYSTERS 
In  Mathews  and  Middlesex.   See  Bills 

No.  270. 


PAGES. 

Clerk  of  bouse  authorized  to  employ  boys 

for  house,  lfi 
Their  compensation,  U 

PANKET,  (JAMES) 
His  petition,  96 
Reported  on,  46 
Acted  on,  &6 
Leare  to  withdraw  petition,  tS 

PARISH  LEVIES. 
To  provide  further  security  for  collection,  21 

PARKER,  (STAFFORD  rLJ 
Elected  register,  152 
See  Rtguter 


PARK8,  (JAMES.) 
His  rote  in  Marshall  election  decided  illegal.  <J_ 

PARRIOTT,  (DENNIS  M.) 
Vote  in  Merahall  election  declared  illegal  ■ 
ayes  and  noes  recorded  thereon,  liLJ 
PARRIOTT,  (TURNER.) 
Hi*  rote  in  Marshall  election  decided  illegal,  CB 
A  \  ra  and  noee  thereon  recorded,  Ob,  fill 

PARSONS,  (JEHU.) 
His  rot*  in  Marshal!  election  decided  illegal,  £2 

PATRICK  COUNTY. 
Petition  of  citizens  for  a  separate  election,  141 
Committee  discharged,  22ti 

PATTERSON,  (JAMES.) 
Vote  in  Marshall  election  declared  illegal,  £9. 

PATTERSON'S  CREEK  TURNPIKE 
Company  incorporated.   See  Bills  No.  24. 
PAUL,  (AUDLY.) 

His  petition, 

Reported  on,  KM 
Acted  on.  U>1 
PAY 

Of  member*  disallowed  whan  absent  without 
leavs,  (rule  12,) 


a 
21 

10Z 
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41 


11 

12 


p.  a 

M 


m 

Member  succeeding  in  contested  election 

when  entitled  to  pay,  (rule  36.) 
Proposition  to  increase  pay  of  member*, 

Rejected. 
Proposition  to  reduce  pay, 

Rejected. 

PAYNE,  (GEORGE  M.) 
Hi*  petition, 
See  Bill*  No.  44. 

PENICK,  (NATHANIEL.) 
Hi*  petition, 
Reported  on, 
Laid  on  table, 

PENITENTIARY 
Committee,  bow  many,  (rule  26,) 
Quorum  for  business,  (rule  293 
Committee  appointed, 
Annual  report  of  directors  transmitted  by 

governor,  (Doe.  No.  13.) 
Annual  report  of  directors  printed.  Doe. 

No.  13. 

Settlement  of  accounts  of  D.  B.  Layne, 
Latter  of  J.  G.  Watson,  with  hi*  account 

current, 
Superintendent's  report. 
Account  current  of  institution  for  it*  fiscal 

year,  8,2 
Occupation*  and  manufactures,  1 U,  U_,  K .  Li 
Number  of  prisoners,  crimes,  puniabments, 

nativity,  ages,  health,  deaths,  dec.  14  to  23 
Report  of  joint  committee,  LiZ 
Laid  on  table,  914,  212 

General  agent  and  storekeeper  and  aupsnn 

tendent  to  be  elected, 
Agreed  to  by  senate, 

Resolution  to  proceed  to  eleot  general  agent 

•ad  storekeeper  and  superintendent, 
Agreed  to  by  senate, 

Election  made,  172, 

PERRY,  (HARRIET  HJ 
Her  petition, 
Reported  on, 
Report  acted  on, 

PERRY,  (OLIVER.)  m 
Memorial  to  sell  real  estate, 

PERRY,  (VERLINDA.) 
Her  petition, 

Committee  to  enquire  into  propriety  of  com- 
pensating hsr  for  a  slave, 
See  Bill*  No.  142. 

PETERSBURG  RAIL-ROAD. 
To  increase  toll*, 

Tolls  increased.    See  Bills  No.  144. 

PETITIONS. 
Schedule  to  be  mads  out  by  clerk,  (rule  22,) 
Otto*  rejected,  when  and  how  acted  on  again, 

(mis  23.) 

Lists  to~b*kept  by  clerks  of  committees, 
Originals  to  be  delirarad  to  clerk  of  house, 
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For  division  of  counties ,  change  of  eoart 
days,  and  for  local  matter*,  bow  received, 

(ruU  21.:  » 

Notice  to  be  given,  4 
For  claiou,  not  receivable  but  when  aceom- 
penied  with  certificate  from  executive  or 

auditor,  (rule  SGJ  1 

When  to  be  withdrawn,  (rule  20^  & 

Not  to  be  read  unleee  required,  (rule  27,)  5. 

How  preeented  and  endorsed,  6. 

By  whom  referred  to  committee*,  5. 

Not  to  be  introduced  till  after  receee,  IM 
All  reporU  rejecting  petitions,  not  acted  on, 

laid  on  table,  201 

Abingdon  female  academy,  liil 

Accomack,  R.  S.  Rue,  BH 
Accomack,  ardent  spirits,                    195,  2112 

Agricultural  society  of  Albemarle,  II 

Alleghany,  165. 

Allen,  Janetta  P.  12 

Amelia,  1£5 

Amherst,  superior  court,  24 
Amherst,  separate  election,  141,  140 
Attornies  in  8th  judicial  district,  105,  1£2 
Augusta,  to  change  separate  election, 

61,90, 13F,  140 

Augusta,  new  regiment, 

i  is,  120,  nr.  i5i ,  15s, am,  ass 

Augusta,  new  election  precinct,  l'.£J, 

Hank  of  Valley,  BQ 

Banks,  William  B.  122 

Baptist,  Richard  B.  77,  !>.••.  1 : .4 

Barnett,  Charles  L.  —  ~T^]  H3i 

Barrett,  John,  BQ 

Barr,  John,  &  Co.  125,131 

Bath,  HJJfij 

Baylor,  R.  C.  OK  27, 44 

Beaaly,  Thomas,  41,  g 

Bedford,  road  to  Bine  Ridge,  B 

Bedford,  against  new  county,  >~  1 . '■-< 

Bedford,  tax  on  doge,  bT*  27,141 
Benevolent  mechanic  society  of  Norfolk, 

141, l?3 


Re  verier,  Jam**  B. 
Bigga,  John, 


BE  ns 
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Courtney,  William  J. 
Covington, 

Crawford,  Virginia  F.  E. 
Creel,  Alexander  1L 
Crook,  Charles, 
Crouch  and  Snead, 
Culpeper, 

Cunningham,  William  E. 
Daly,  Samuel, 
Daniel,  James, 
Danville, 
Davis,  William, 
Dawson  and  Rives, 
Dawson's,  Martin,  heirs, 
Dill,  Andrew, 
Dover  coal  eompsny, 
Drummond  and  Overby, 
Dunford,  David, 
Eanes,  Mary, 
Elizabeth  City  count I*, 
Elliott,  Martha  8. 
Emory  and  Henry  college, 
F.nders,  John, 
Exchange  Bank, 
Fairfax,  Buckner, 
Fairfax  county ,  Drenesville, 
Fairfax,  Little  river  turnpike, 
Fairfax,  separate  election, 
Fauquier  and  Alexandria  turnpike, 
Fanquier  county,  new  county, 
Fawcett,  Joseph, 
Fergueon,  Joel,  23 
Floyd  county,  26. 
Ford.  Woodson,  122,  183 

Franklin,  road  to  Blue  Ridge,  2fi 
Franklin,  separate  election,  5_3_ 
Frederick,  Northwestern  road,  17.  1G0,  141 
Frederick,  road  to  Bath,  20,  30,  MiEiiL  Ul 
Frederick,  separate  election,  iisi 
Frederick,  road  to  Berryville,  17, 38,  141,  BJG 
Fredericksburg  orphan  asylum,  70 
Fredericksburg,  lottery,  111 
Fredericksburg,  Potomac  rail-road, 

81,87,  101,  14-1  M9 


i  Holiday's  Cove  turnpike. 

Hooe,  A.  B. 
|  Howell,  Samuel, 

Hudpin*  and  Snead, 

Hugnart,  George, 

Irwin,  Samuel, 
.  James,  Fleming, 


85 

15.50^57,61 
CiTTia 
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80,90,154 
23,41,46,631 


24, 


100,  111, 


Binns,  Elizabeth  A. 
Blankenship,  Levi  A. 
Botetourt,  separate  election,  Hi 
Botetourt,  new  county,  05,  220 

Botetourt,  Iluctuoan  and  Salem  turnpike,  122 

Bolt,  Susan  C.  51 
Brsnt,  William,.  Lilt 
Broome,  Barbara,  00,  103 

Browning,  Reese,  94, 10:1, 1 00,  Hg 

Buckingham,  superior  court,  21 
Buckingham,  Appomattox  nver,  63. 
Buckingham,  new  county,  88.  141,  liili 

Bullett,  Thomas,  125 
Burr,  Anabella,  103,194,240 

Caldwell,  Elbert,  

15, 44, 47, 86, 07, 68, 69, 70, 73, 71 

Caldwell,  Joseph^ —   TgjTjgg 

Campbell,  A.  D3I 
Campbell  county,  superior  court.  94 
Campbell  county,  road  to  Blue  Ridge,  26 
Campbell  county,  separate  election,  01 ,  B 
Campbell  county,  new  county, 

Bi,S8.  141.  100,205 

Capron,  John,   137, I  jg  Eg 

Carringtnn  and  Walker,  HI 
Carter,  William  M.  IM.  See  Stout,  William. 
Chapman  and  French,  88,  143, 103, 202 

Chapman,  Edward,  I  !  1 

Chapman,  William  IL and  Martha  S.  99. 106.  ICQ 
Charlotte,  new  county, 
Charlotte,  separate  election, 
Chavia,  John, 

Chesterfield,  99 
Clarke  county, 
Cloud,  Martin, 
Collin*,  A. 

Commercial  convention, 
Convention  at  Gije*  courthouee, 


Freeman,  Samuel, 
French  and  Chapman, 
French,  William, 
Front  Royal, 
Fry,  Hugh  W. 
(Jute wood,  John  S. 
Gaunt,  William, 
George,  William, 
Giles,  Tazewell  and  Withe, 
Goddin  and  Jones, 
Gold,  Daniel, 
Goochland, 
Grayson  and  Wythe, 
Greenbrier,  county  court, 
Greenbrier,  separate  election, 
Halifax  academy, 
llslifax  county,  Banister  river, 
Halifsx,  volunteer  company, 
Halifax,  separate  election, 
Halifax,  primary  school*, 
Halifax,  education, 
Hall,  William  G. 
Hampshire,  academies, 
Hampshire,  separate  election, 
Hsmpehire,  road  from  Moorfield, 
Hanover,  road, 
Hardy, 

Hartnan,  E.  G. 
Harrison,  new  county, 


#u.l.-:i,  2U2 

eg,  m,  m,  202 

HQ 

134,  141,  100 
31 

23,88,135 

m 

24,01 

IHCaH 

111,220 
 2T 

u 

117,  2U5 

"I 
Lli 

18 

24, 112 

1112  I 
lflB 

ir.iaa 


James  river  and  Kanawha  company,  54 
Jefferson,  road  to  Berryville,  3j,  141.  100 

Jefferson,  court  days,  43,  22 

Jefferson,  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail-road, 

97,100,  IM 

Jefferson  seminary  of  Brooke,  53 
Jefferson  and  Washington  societies,  Ul 
Johnson,  George  W.  22 
Jones,  Bolting,  130,  193, 2dd 

Jon**,  Daniel,  94,  103,  150. 

Jonee  and  Goddin,  141.  Wfl 

Jones,  Mary,  U8,  lfil 

Joyner,  Asahel,  12. 
Kanawha.  Bank,  9JL  122 

Kelso,  Robsrt, 
King  William,  courthouse, 
King  William,  separate  election, 
Kreemer,  Peter, 
Lawrenceville, 
Lawson,  Fabius, 
Lawson,  Mary  W. 
Lewisburg  academy, 
Lewisburg  savings  bank, 
Lewia  county,  ID, 
Lexington, 
List,  Thomas  H. 
Literary  fond, 

Little  and  Big  Deep  creek  company, 
Logan,  William, 
Loudoun  countv,  road  law, 

3J,  4^  47,  TO, 8C,  94 
Loudoun,  separate  section,  ~ 
Loudoun,  road  to  Berryville, 
Loudoun,  reward  killing  wolves, 
Loudoun,  ferrymen, 
Ixmiea  county, 
Lyle,  Samuel,  and  others, 

22,23,30 

M'Claueberty,  James, 
Macfsrfind  A  Trent, 
M'Muny,  L 
Madison  county, 
Manning,  William  B. 
Markle,  John  H. 

Marshall  county,  separate  election, 
Marshall,  Pollock'*  ferry, 
Martha, 

Mathews  county,  Mine*, 
Mathewa,  oyster*, 
Mathews,  George  H. 
Mayo,  Abigail, 
Meade,  Kicliard  K. 
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100,  15Q 

liTTLski 
53 
2Z 

110,101 


22 

02,  IM?.  11-,  122,102 
1.1,  57^58 


100,115 

32^24J1 
82 
17,26. 
4&9K12I 
121 
83,92 

12 

39,45,511 
70,21 
IKlfi 
^^22 
19, 103, 10C,  lOOfifi 

li 

Mecklenburg,  circuit  court,  £1 
Mercantile  library  association,  41 
Mercer  county,  53.  150,  226 

Monongalia,  punishment  by  judges,  19,  4Jj  Hi 
Monongalia,  contested  election,  3j? 
Monongalia,  new  county,  18j  45,  119, 120 

Monongalia,  delinquent  lands,  b3 
Monongalia,  for  a  bridge,  134, 141,  lt.7 

Montgomery,  Salem  and  Pepper's  tarry 


m 

31.55. 1541 

lot;,  it^.m 1 

"3^,f4T.  166  1 
111 
II 

150,222 


r'3.  9?.  103,  141,153, 107,108 


15,17,19,  32,  45,  77, 119, 12i 

Harrison,  savings  institution,  134 

Harrison,  Bootbsville,  14B 

Harrison,  separate  election,  17,  UB 

Harrison,  for  a  bridge,  134 ,  14T,  lt'7 

Harrison,  sgricullursl  society,  LLu 

Harrison,  collection  of  taxes',  127,  lirji 

Harvie,  J.  B.    £2 

flaya.  Henry.  21 ,  til 

Headen,  John  W.  03,  100713 1 

Helm,  Charlotte  F.  'IL^L  ill! 


112,  118, 10a 
 1T77TEH 

51 
M 
1  - 
24 

86,112 
122,  147,  Lii 
43 

Nelson,  Philip,  21,  31 ,  40,  58,  CI 

New  London  academy,  oj,  1  i9 

New  Market,  IM 
Nicholas  county,  road  tn  Summcraville,  24 
Nichols.,  separate  election,  C2,  LSI 

Norfolk,  firemen,  52 


turnpike, 
Montgomery,  ardent  spirits, 
Moody,  William  M. 
Morgan, 

Muruaugh,  John  W. 
Murphy,  Stephen, 
Murray,  Charles, 
Nansemond,  separate  election, 
Nanseinond,  Yeales'a  free  school, 
Nelson  county,  separate  election. 


d  by  Googl 


INDEX. 


Norfolk,  education, 
Norfolk,  furry, 
Norfolk,  Preach '■  hotel, 
Norfolk,  charter  of  town, 
Norfolk  savings  inititatioa, 
Officer*  of  7f*th  regiment, 
Officere  of  7!»lh  regiment, 
Officer*  of  144th  regiment, 
Officers  of  152d  regiment, 
Ohio, 
Orange, 

OrerSr  and  Drummond, 
OTereeer*  of  poor, 
Penkey,  Jama*, 
Patrick, 
Paul,  Audi*, 
Payne,  George  M. 
Penick,  Nathaniel, 
Perry,  Harriet  IL 
Perry  and  Randolph, 
Perry,  Verlinda, 
Peyton,  John, 
Pickering,  Richard, 
Pittsylvania. 
Pleasant*,  Ltlburn, 
Point  Pleasant, 
Portsmouth,  right  of  soffrsge, 
Portsmouth  and  Roanoke  rail-road, 
Preston,  powers  of  judges, 
Preston,  clock  pedlars, 
Prickett,  Thomas, 
Princess  Anns, 

Prince  Edward,  Appomattox  river, 
Prince  Kdward,  new  county, 
Prince  George, 
Prince  William,  prisoners, 
Prince  William,  grey  foxes, 
Protestant  episcopal  church, 
Pruden,  Mary, 
Pulaski,  courthouse, 
Pulaski,  quarterly  court, 
Randolph,  Richard, 
Randolph,  new  ooanty, 
Randolph,  Staunton  and  Parkersburg 
road,  120 


74,  ns  m  |  Surry,  Ufi 
BC;  liki  I  Sylvester,  Sally,  99.  106. 16Q 

—  8C  '  Tsnxey,  Cslsb,  20^61,82,  §4^8678?^  82 
1L3  Taylor,  Anderson, 
Ilia  I  Taylor,  Creed, 
lift   Taylor,  George  K. 
122,  l£t  Tax* wall,  land  law, 
166.  826.  I  Taiswall,  separate  election, 
44   Tazewell,  ardent  spirits, 
Thomas,  Wileman, 
Thoroughfare  gap  turnpike, 
Timanus,  Henry, 
Trent  and  M'Farland, 
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Trigg,  William  K. 
let 
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To  incraaae  compensation  of  overseers  of 

poor,  • 
Committee  discharged, 

Petition  from  overseers  of  poor  of  Northern p- 
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Tyler  county, 
Valley  bank, 
Valley  turnpike, 
Waits,  Obed, 
Walker  and  Carrington, 
Warwick,  Henry  D. 
Waterford. 
Webb,  Joshua, 
West  Liberty  academy, 
Westmoreland, 

Westsm  Virginia,  15*],  104,  2tti 

Wheeling,  insurance  company,  UK  Lii 

Williamson,  Hamilton,  311 
Williamsburg,  liH 
Winchester,  court  days,  2ft 
Winchester,  amend  eltarter,  20,  31^  41^  ^ 
Winchester,  road  to  Berry's  ferry,  tl^  111 

Winchester  and  Potomac  rail-road,  22 
Wood,  Isaac,  £2 
Wood  county,  15,  17,  2U 

Wright,  Benjamin,  23 
Wythe  county,  land  tiUea,  23 
Wythe  county,  new  county,  fill 
Wythe  county,  ardent  spirits,  150. 164. 2112 
(M.  !>7,  147, 151 1  Wytheville.  —  —  1&2 

41,63755,99  [  PEYTON,  (JOHN.) 

His  petition,  41 
See  Bills  No.  5JL 

PICKERING,  (RICHARD.) 
His  petition, 
See  Bills  No.  7_L 

PICKETT,  (ROBERT.) 
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Red  and  Blue  Sulphur  spring*  company,       63 1 

Reily,  John  IL  OIL  95L  13fi  j  Voted  for  as  general  agent  and  storekeeper 


Rau,  RieharirS.  63,  jWtjg 

Richmond  city,  against  water  works,  83,  ttli, 
Richmond  city,  wooden  buildings,  LiJ 
Richmond  county,  131,  LS3 

Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac 

rail-road, 
Rives  and  Dawson, 
Roanoks,  Salem  savings  bank, 
Roanoke,  Salem  and  Mountain  turnpike, 
Roanoke,  circulating  library, 
Roanoke,  courts, 
Roanoke,  separate  election, 
Robedair,  Jane  E. 


Robertson,  Philip, 
Robinson,  Elizabeth, 
Robinson,  Howell, 
Rockbridge, 
Rockingham  academy, 
Rockingham, 
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Salem  and  Pepper's  ferry  turnpike, 
Hay  re,  Squire, 
Scott, 
Scottsville, 
Seebrook,  John, 
Shenandoah ,  flour  inspectors, 
Shenandoah,  Hardy  added  to,  107, 
Shenandoah,  Valley  turnpike, 
Smith,  Edward, 
Smith,  James  M. 
Smyth  county, 
Snead  cc  Crouch, 
8 need  dr.  Hudgins, 
Spottsylvania, 
Stevens,  Richard, 
Stewart,  V.  A. 
Storms,  Richard, 
Stout,  William, 
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PITTSYLVANIA  COUNTY. 
Petition  of  citizens  for  new  county,         EL  8fi 
Reported  on,  Ml.  20i 

Polls  for  new  connty,  110 
Report  laid  on  table,  JUS 
Petition  to  improve  Banister  river,  124 
Laid  on  table, 

PLASTER  OF  PARIS. 
For  its  inspection, 

Inspectors  to  be  appointed.  See  Rills  No.  239 

PLEASANTS,  (LILBURN.) 
Petition  to  be  discharged  from  penitentiary, 
See  Bills  No.  fi, 

POINT  PLEASANT. 
Petition  of  citizens, 
Incorporated.    See  Bills  No.  180. 

POISONING. 
To  punish  free  person*  charged  with  poison' 

ing  or  attempting  to  poison, 
Sre  Bills  No.  22. 

POLL  BOOKS. 
To  require  clerks  to  forward  poll  books  for 

new  counties, 
Committee  discharged, 
POLLOCK,  (THOMAS  AND  EPHRAIM.) 
To  establish  a  ferry  across  the  Ohio  river,  12 
Petition  of  citizens  of  Marshall  county  advO' 

eating  said  ferry, 
Document*  relative  to  their  ferry, 
See  Bill*  No.  6JL 

POOR. 

To  repeat  act  concerning  apprentice*  bound 

out  by  overseers, 
Reported  on, 
Acted  on, 

Vote  reconsidered,  and  report  laid  on  table, 
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ton  county, 
See  Bilb  N0.8L 
Purchase  of  land  for  poor  of  Northampton 

county.  See  Bill*  No.  2L 
Time  or  meeting*  of  overseen  changed,  103 
Reported  on,  jog 
Acted  on,  ^il 
School  commissioners  to  pay  more  for  teach- 
ing poor  children,  SO 
See  Bills  No.  103. 

POOR  DEBTORS. 
See  Bills  No.  fifi. 

POOR  GIRLS.  . 
Their  education.    See  Bills  No.  120. 
See  Bills  No.  162. 

POOR  RATES. 
To  be  laid  by  courts  on  other  objects  of  taxation,  53 
Reported  on,  £2 
Acted  on,  01 
To  change  law  relative  to  time  of  paying 

poor  rats*,  £3 
Reported  on,  82 
Acted  on,  122 
Collection  of.   See  Bills  No.  34. 

PORTSMOUTH. 
Petition  to  amend  charter,  81 
Right  of  *uffirsgs.    See  Bill*  No.  LlL 

PORTSMOUTH  AND  ROANOKE 
RAIL-ROAD. 
Their  petition,  146 
Acts  amended.    See  Bills  No.  226. 
Tolls  increased.    See  Bills  No  114 

POSTHUMOUS  CHILDREN. 
Resolution  relative  to  them,  20 
See  Bills  No.  101 
POTOMAC  AND  ALLEGHANY  COAL 
AND  IRON  COMPANY 
Incorporated.   See  Bills  No.  128. 

POWDER. 

To  prohibit  its  transportation  on  rail-road*,  31 

POWHATAN  RAIL-ROAD. 
To  increase  and  regulate  tolls,  65. 
See  Bills  No.  13L 

PRESERVATION  OF  RECORDS. 
See  Bills  No.  113. 

PRESTON  COUNTY. 
Petition  relative  to  power  of  judge*  over 

criminals,  30 
Reported  on,  41 
Acted  on,  40 
Petition  to  reduce  tax  on  clock  pedlars,  128 
Reported  on,  152 
Acted  on,  202 
PRESTON  RAIL  ROAD  LUMBER  AND 
MINING  COMPANY. 
See  Bills  No.  122, 

PRETERMITTED  CHILDREN. 
Resolution  relative  to  them,  22 
See  Bills  No.  124. 

PREVIOUS  QUESTION. 
Resolution  of  committee  of  privileges  in 
Marshall  contested  elsction  declaring 
that  general  objections  in  notice  not 
sufficient  to  raise  question  of  alienage, 
Arc.  under  consideration  ;  amendment 
offered  thereto ;  previous  question  call- 
ed and  sustained,  43 
Called  on  resolution  itself,  42 
Called  on  resolution  declaring  votes  of 

Kirkman  and  others  illegal,  5U 
Called  and  sustained  on  taking  up  resolution 

for  electing  United  States  senator,  LI 
Resolution  declaring  E.  IL  Caldwell  elected 
as  delegate  from  Marshall ;  motion  to 
amend  and  declare  Scott  elected ;  previous 
question  called  and  sustained,  2fi 
Called  and  sustained  on  motion  to  amend  re- 
port of  privilege*  in  Monongalia  contested 
election  so'aa  to  reject  the  petition  of  Tan- 
zry  and  declare  Evans  not  entitled  to  seat,  £G 
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Sustained  wbiU  substitute  of  Mr.  Allyn  of 
Norfolk  for  report  or  committee  of  privi- 
legee  in  Monongalia  contested  election 
under  discussion, 

Called  pending  discussion  of  resolution  of 
committee  rejecting  petition  of  Tenxey, 

On  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  general 
election  law, 

Celled  pending  motion  to  poetpone  election 
of  senator  till  5lh  February  i  not » Detain- 
ed ;  ayee  and  noes  recorded, 

Demanded  pending  motion  to  poetpone  inde 
finitely  bill  concerning  West  Liberty  aca- 
demy, 

Sustained  pending  question  of  paeeege  of 
■aid  bill, 

Demanded  pending  second  resolution  of  re. 
port  on  controversy  with  New  York ,  not 
sustained  i  rote  recorded, 

PRICHETT,  (THOMAS.) 
Petition  for  a  divorce, 
Divorced.    See  Bills  No.  ILL 

PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 
See  Literary  Fund. 

Books  in  use,  Doc.  No.  4,  p.  41  to  44 

PRINCESS  ANNE  COUNTY. 
Petition  for  separate  election,  134 
Reported  on,  Ltd 
Laid  on  table  by  general  resolution,  202 

PRINCESS  ANNE  CANAL  COMPANY 
To  be  incorporated,  411 
Reported  on,  42 
Laid  on  table,  fifi 
Recommitted,  US. 
See  Bills  No.  12SL 

PRINCE  EDWARD  COUNTY. 
Petition  remonstrating  against  declaring  Ap- 
pomattox river  lawlul  lence,  £2.  02 
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Reported  on 
Laid  on  table, 
Petition  for  new  county, 
Reported  on, 
Laid  on  table. 

PRINCE  GEORGE  COUNTY. 
Petition  to  establish  two  eeparate  elections, 
See  Bills  No.  1HL 

PRINCE  WILLIAM  COUNTY. 
Petition  to  provide  transportation  for  priso- 
ners arrested  on  ca.  t*t. 
Petition  relstive  to  reward  for  grey  foxes, 
See  Bills  No.  242. 

Destruction  of  wild  fowl.  See  Bills  No.  25. 
Exempt  from  operation  of  act  concerning 

apprentices    See  Bills  No.  122. 

PRINTER 
To  print  and  deliver  journals  without  delay, 

(rule  19J 

Documents  how  to  be  printed,  (rule  33.) 

Resolution  to  elect  him, 

Agreed  to  by  senate, 

Samuel  Shepherd  elected  ;  vote  recorded, 
PRINTING. 

Bills  of  general  nature  to  be  printed  after 
first  reading, 

Motion  to  print  all  reports  on  contested  elec- 
tions ;  laid  on  table, 

Committee  on  banks  empowered  to  print  do- 
cument* and  evidence, 

See  DocwmtnU,  and  various  subjects  printed 
under  appropriate  heads. 

PRIVILEGE. 

Cases  of  privilege  to  be  examined  by  com- 
mittee, (rule  33.) 

Writs  or  sulipa  nas  to  preserve  testimony 
how  sued  out  sgainst  members,  (rule  Mj 

Not  to  be  delivered  during  member's  privi- 
lege, 

On  complaint  of  breach  of  privilege,  when 

taken  into  custody,  (rule  48.) 
Witnesses  privileged  from  arrest,  (rule  40.) 

PRIVILEGED  SEATS 
To  be  assigned  by  speaker,  (rule  16,) 

PRIVILEGES  AND  ELECT-IONS. 
See  CmUuted  Election*. 
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Committee  to  be  appointed  by  speaker,  (rule 

88.) 
Its  number, 

lis  duty  prescribed,  (rules  32  and  33,) 
Quorum  fur  business,  (rnls  29,) 
Committee  sppointed, 
Clerk  appointed, 

Leave  to  committee  to  ait  during  session  of 
house, 

Motion  to  print  all  reports  of  committee  on 

contested  elections;  laid  on  table, 
Report  on  returns  of  sheriffs  and  oaths  of 

members, 
Clerk  discharged, 

PROCESS. 

Clerks  to  take  receipts  from  sheriffs  for  pro- 
cess issued, 

Committee  discharged, 

PROCESSIONING  OF  LANDS. 

To  repeal  act  requiring  majority  of  justices 
to  bs  present, 

PROCESSIONLNG. 

Resolution  reported  on, 

Report  acted  on, 

PROPERTY  TAX. 

Resolution  for  collecting  delinquent  property 
tax,  32 

Reported  on,  til 

Acted  on,  61 
PROPOSITIONS  AND  GRIEVANCES. 

Committee;  how  many,  (rule  88J  5. 

Quorum  for  business,  (rule  2J ,  I  6 

Committee  appointed,  14 

Clerk  appointed,  11 

Committee  discharged  from  matters 
referred,  220 
PROTESTANT  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 

Petition  of  clergy  to  incorporate  eociety 
for  relief  of  widows  and  orphans  of 
clergymen, 

See  Bills  No.  1X1 

PRUDEN,  (MARY.) 

Her  petition, 
Reported  on, 
Acted  on, 

Report  reconsidered, 


QUALIFICATIONS 
Of  members  to  be  examined  by  committee 

of  privileges,  (rule  38,)  S, 
Report  of  committee  of  privileges  on  oaths 
of  members,  liMl  1  .W 

QUARTERLY  COURTS 
43  j  Of  Pulaski  changed.    Sw  Hills  No.  42. 
Of  Warren  changed.    See  Bills  No.  H7_ 

QUESTIONS 
Once  determined  not  again  debatoable,  (rule  5J  3 
None  to  converse  while  speaker  is  putting 

questions,  (rule  C,) 
Members  not  to  vote  when  interested,  (rule  *,) 
Nor  when  not  present, 
All  to  vote  when  in  house,  (role  fa1,) 
Queetione  bow  decided,  (rule  !',) 
Ayee  and  nose  bow  called,  (rule  13.) 
See  .iyej  and  Aoes. 

Divieion  of  bouse  bow  required  and  taken, 
(rule  37J  5 
QUINN,  (JOHN.) 
His  vote  in  Norfolk  election  decided  bad,  33 

QUORUM. 

Mijonty  necessary,  (rule  iy  4 
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Again  adopted, 

PUBLICATION  OF  DEEDS. 
Sse  Bills  No.  fid. 

PUBLIC  DEPOSITES. 
Propriety  of  removing  them  from  banks  con- 
sidered by  governor  in  his  msesage, 
See  Bank*  and  Bills  No.  14JL 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

See  Lands. 

PUBLIC  REVENUE. 
Collection  of  revenue.   See  Bills  No.  14. 
See  Revenue 

PULASKI  COUNTY. 
Petition  of  attorneys  practising  in  courts  for 

change  of  court  days, 
See  Bills  No.  42. 

Petition  to  change  location  of  courthouse, 

41.  53.  'M. 
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Remonstrance  against  changing  sits  for 

courthouse, 
Site  for  seal  of  justice.   See  Bills  No.  1H2. 
Act  establishing  county  amended.    See  Bills 

No.  aa. 
To  form  new  regiment, 
Reported  on, 
Acted  on, 

PUNISHMENTS. 
Petition  of  Monongalia  county  to  take  from 

the  judges  the  power  to  impose  additional 

punishment, 
Reported  on, 
Acted  on, 

PURDY,  (JAMES.) 
His  vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  legs.), 

PURDY,  (SIMEON.) 
His  vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  legal, 

PYLES,  (MICHAEL.) 
His  vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  legal, 


R 

RAIL-ROADS. 
To  extend  time  for  receiving  subscriptions  to 

Falmouth  and  Alexandria  rail-road,  13 
See  Bills  No.  06. 

To  amend  charter  of  Richmond,  Fredericks- 
burg snd  Potomac  rail-road,  13 
Treasurer  to  guarantee  loan  to  said  company. 

See  Bills  No.  124. 
Capital  of  said  company  incrsased .  See  Bills 
No.  122. 

Transportation  of  powder  to  be  prohibited,  21 
To  construct  rail-road  from  coal  mines  of 

James  LL  Cox  to  Appomattox  river,  li 
I  Winlerpock  company.    See  BiUs  No.  Dd. 
6B  !  To  increase  tolls  on  Petersburg  rail-road,  4j 
02  Tolls  on  Petersburg  road  increased.  Sea 
Bills  No.  114. 
Tolls  increased  on  Petersburg,  Greensville 
snd  Portsmouth  rail-roads.    See  Bills  No. 
14  1 

Portsmouth  and  Roanoke  rail-roads.  See 

Bills  No.  226. 
To  suspend  all  surreys,  £2 
See  Bills  No.  lii-L 

To  increase  and  regulate  tolls  on  Powhatan 

rail-road,  6a 
Powhatan  and  Tuckaboe  and  James  river 

rail  road.   See  Bills  No.  13L 
Winchester  and  Potomac  rail-road.  See  Bills 
No.  ILL 

Preston  company.    See  Bills  No.  LjSL 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  company.   See  Bills 
No  122. 

Report  of  assessors  on  the  charters  of  com- 
panies.   Doc.  No.  14. 

RANDOLPH  COUNTY. 
To  change  time  of  holding  circuit  court,  SB 
Circuit  court  changed.    See  Bills  No.  42. 
Petition  for  new  county  of  Harrison,  Lewis 

and  Randolph,  112 
Petition  to  pass  Staunton  and  Perkereburg 


II 


US 


Jil 

•Jd 
1411 


road  through  Beverley  and  Weston,       "  120 

Committee  discharged,  l."-J 

Leave  to  withdraw  petition,  236 

RANDOLPH,  (RICHARD.) 

Memorial  to  sell  real  estate,  2Z 

RANDOLPH,  (8T.  GEORGE ) 
Petition  of  Samuel  Lyle  and  others  relative 

to  certain  lots  sold  by  bis  committee,  83 

Reported  on,  3d 

Laid  on  table ,  44 

Acted  on,  1M 

Leave  to  withdraw  petition,  14a 

RANDOLPH,  (THOMAS  J.) 
Nominated  as  brigadier  general ;  voted  for, 

125,  L£ 
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RAPPAHANNOCK  COMPANY. 
Petition  asking  aid  to  complete  their  work,  16 
Capital  increased.    See  Bill*  No.  122. 
Separate  election.    8m  Bills  No.  232. 

REAL  ASSETS 
Charged  with  payment  of  mm  pie  contract 
dabte,  (eee  Bills  No.  c2.)  22 
REAL  tSTATE 
To  be  (objected  to  payment  of  debt*  of  tes- 

tetor*  or  intestates,  — 
See  Bill*  No.  tSL 

RECEIVERS  OF  COURTS. 
To  amend  law  relating  to  their  appointment,  £3 
Committlee  discharged,  2112 

RECESSES. 
Resolution  fur  recess  of  eenato,  33 
Agreed  to  by  bouse),  33 
Resolution  tut  recee*  of  hot) a*  from  24th  to 

30th  in* tan  t,  33. 
Agreed  to  by  eenato,  33. 
Motion  to  reconsider  vote  agreeing  to  resolu- 
tion for  recess  from  24  li  to  30th  of  De- 
cember, 38 
Vote  recorded,  3i 
Proposition  to  set  aside  action  of  house  in  re- 
considering said  vote ;  amendment  therefor,  30. 
Motion  to  lay  on  table  ;  vote  recorded,  39  | 

Question  on  proposition  taken ;  vote  recorded,  30 
To  be  taken  every  oilier  day,  124 
Suspended,  LLL  14G,li2.  \SL  123 

To  be  taken  daily,  123 
Suspended,  202 
Reecinded,  213 

RECORDERS. 
To  furnish  them  with  copiee  of  laws,  22 
Reported  on,  3Q 
Acted  on,  4A 

RECORDS. 
To  print  records  of  causes  in  court  of  appeals,  43 
All  deeds  admitted  to  record  to  be  sat  up  at 

courthouse  door,  43 
See  Bill*  No.  fig. 

Of  Surry  county  to  be  renewed,  83 
Preservstion  of  record*.    See  Bills  No.  ILL 

RED  AND  BLUE  SULPHUR  SPRINGS 
COMPANY. 
Petition  of  company,  63 
Further  subscription  authorized.    See  Bills 

No.  23. 

RED  SULPHUR  AND  NEWBERN  TURN- 
PIKE. 

Charter  to  be  revived  and  amended,  liii 

See  Bill*  No.  UAL 

REGIMENTS. 

To  form  new  regiment  in  Pulaski  county,  SI 

Reported  on,  SB 

Acted  on.  142 

See  Militia.   

REGISTER 

To  furnish  information  relative  to  military 
warrants  issued  to  officers  and  soldiers  of 
revolution,  i  Zfl 

Furnished,  *  liii 

Printed.    Doc.  No.  iiL 

Reaolution  to  proceed  to  election,  13C 
Agreed  to  by  senate,  143 
K lection  made,  162 

REGISTER'S  OFFICE. 
Committee  to  examine,  (rule  28,)  6 
Quorum  for  business,  (rule  29.)  6 
Committee  appointed,  14 
Their  report,  22 
Read  and  laid  on  table,  8fl 

REILY,  (JOHN  HJ 
His  petition,  G3 
Reported  on,  9(1 
Report  acted  on,  Lk> 
RENTS. 

To  permit  tenants  to  set  op  any  and  all  legal 

defences  against  attachment  of  landlord,  G& 
Collection  of  rente.    See  Bills)  No.  128. 

REPORTS. 

Judges  to  be  furnished  with  copies,  l£i  10_£ 
To  be  delivered  to  judges.   See  Bill*  No.  211. 
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RESOLUTIONS 
Of  general  nature  to  be  published  with  laws, 

(rule  20J  4 
Not  to  be  introduced  till  after  recess, 
All  reports  upon  resolutions  not  acted  on  laid 
on  table, 

RETURNS  OF  ELECTIONS. 
Committee  of  privilege*  to  examine  aherinY 

certificates,  (rule  32,)  5 
Reported  on,  106 
Read  and  laid  on  table,  laS 

REVENUE. 
Proposition  to  prevent  justices  of  peace  from 
holding  office  of  commissioner  of  revenue. 

41.42 

Motion  to  amend  and  allow  justices  in  office 

to  continue  ;  vote  recorded, 
Question  on  first  proposition ;  vote  recorded, 
Report  of  committee  of  finance  presented, 

(Doc.  No.  64^ 
Bill  appropriating  revenue.   See  Bills  No. 

25'J. 

Collection  of  revenue.    See  Bille  No.  LL 
REVENUE  LAWS. 

Auditor'*  report  and  revision,  ( Doc.  No.  lffi 
REVISED  CODE. 

One  copy  to  be  furnished  each  committee,  77 
REVISION  OF  LAWS. 

Auditor's  report  and  revision  of  revenue  laws, 
(Doc.  No.  Sj)  16 

To  enquire  into  expediency  of  new  revision,  31 

To  ascertain  what  progress  ha*  been  made  in 
revision  of  criminaleode,  31 

Provided  for.    See  Bills  No.  22. 

REVOLUTIONARY  CLAIMS.  . 

Resolution  for  new  appropriation  of  land  by 
congress  for  officers  and  soldier*  of  the  re- 
volution, 22 

Vole  recorded,  22 

Agreed  to  by  senate,  23 

Register  to  furnish  information  relative  to  mi- 
litary warrant*  issued  to  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  revolution,  28 

Information  called  for  from  register  commu- 
nicated, (Doc.  No.  40,)  mi 
REU,  (RICHARD  S.) 

His  petition,  £3 

Reported  on,  131 

Report  laid  on  table,  162 

Acted  on,  205 
RICHARDSON,  (WILLIAM  HJ 

Elected  secretary  to  commonwealth  ana  li- 
brarian, li2 

His  accounts  as  secretary  to  commonwealth 
and  librarian .  184  to  19fi 

RICHMOND  CITY. 

To  change  time  of  holding  court  for  21  at  cir- 
cuit, 3£ 

See  Bills  No.  1KL 

Judge  of  circuit  court  authorized  to  bold  court 
in  capital  or  city  hall,  211 

Agreed  to  by  senate,  JifcJ 

Memorial  against  J.  B.  Harvie'i  petition,  £3. 136 

Committee  discharged  from  remonstrance. 
Bee  Bills  No.  112. 

Petition  to  prohibit  erection  of  wooden  build- 
ings, liC 

Committee  discharged,  222 

Election  of  mayor.    See  Bills  No.  173. 

RICHMOND  COLLEGE. 

Petition  of  Thomas  Uudgins  and  others  for 
its  incorporation,  66 

Trustee*  incorporated.    Ses  Bids  No.  142, 
RICHMOND  COUNTY. 

Petition  relative  to  marriage*  in  the  county,  131 

Committee  discharged  from  petition,  US2 
RICHMOND  DOCK  COMPANY. 

Petition  of  John  Ender*,  121 
RICHMOND  FIRE  ASSOCIATION 

To  erect  engine-house  on  public  square,  163 

See  Bill*  No.  864. 
RICHMOND.  FREDERICKSBURG  AND 
POTOMAC  RAIL-ROAD. 

Petition  to  amend  their  charter,  18 


Treasurer  to  guarantee  loan.   See  Bill*  No. 

124. 

Capital  increased.    See  Bills  No.  IBS 

RICHMOND  GRENADIERS. 
Company  to  be  raised,  JJ 
See  Bill*  No.  64. 

RICHMOND  MERCANTILE  LIBRARY 
Association  incorporated.  See  Bills  No.  lift. 

RICHMOND  SCARLET  GUARD. 
See  Bills  No.  64. 

RICHMOND  WATER-WORKS. 
See  Bills  No.  liii. 

RIVES,  (ALEXANDER.) 
His  petition,  94 
See  Daitton,  (Martin.) 

RIVES,  (WILLIAM  C.) 
Nominated  as  senator,  1(W 
Voted  for,  100,  110.  111.  112,  113.114 

ROAD  CONV^'ITONT-1  —  

Memorial  for  appropriation  for  road  from 
Kentucky  line  to  road  near  Tazewell 
courthouse,  23 
Memorial  reported  on,  ih 
Taken  up  and  recommitted,  10.1 
Reported  on,  141.  IB 

Acted  on,  16X  Lfi 

ROADS. 

Turnpike  companies  to  obtain  leave  of  coun- 
ty courts  before  appropriating  common 
roads  to  their  uses,  66 

Reported  on,  146 

Acted  on,  L£i 

To  survey  route  from  Berry'*  ferry  to  inter- 
sect the  Staunton  road  at  or  neat  Middle- 
towne  21 

Survey  of  road  from  Winchester  to  Berry's 
ferry,  38. 

Reported  on,  SB 

Acted  on,  fil 

See  .Vorthirt-jtrrn  Read. 

To  amend  law  requiring  majority  of  justice* 
to  be  present  when  order  i*  made  for  erect- 
ing bridges  or  causeway*  on  roads,  41 

See  Bills  No.  42, 

Proposition  to  consider  roads  stopped  for  one 
year  with  notice,  no  longer  public  roads,  42, 43 

Resolution  for  discontinuing  certain  roads 
reported  on,  122 

Acted  on,  162 

From  Elizabeth  in  Wood  to  intersect  Staun- 
ton and  Parkeraburg  road  at  Big  ripple,  62 

To  suspend  all  surveys,  62 

See  Bills  No.  122. 

Survey  for  road  from  Bunker'a  Hill  in  Berke- 
ley to  Northwestern  road,  liii 
Reported  on,  131 
Acted  on,  162 
To  peas  special  road  taw  for  county  of  Har- 
rison, 131 
Resolution  for  road  from  Newbern  to  Ten- 
nessee line,  103 
Reported  on,  133 
Acted  on,  lfiZ 
For  a  turnpike  from  Oglie's  creek  to  John 

Crow's  in  Alleghany,  IQG 
See  BiUs  No.  1ZC 

To  make  appropriation  for  road  from  Groat 
fills  in  Alleghany  to  Jackson's  river  near 
Covington,  81 

Report  on  resolution  for  appropriating  mo- 
ney to  open  road  in  the  counties  or  Bath 
and  Alleghany,  8L  96. 136 

Sea  Bills  No.  223. 

To  revise  road  laws,  32 
To  amend  act  to  provide  for  opening  and  re- 
pair of  roads,  0Z 
Reported  on,  141 
Acted  on,  162 
To  punish  removal  of  barriers,  83 
See  Bills  No.  133. 

Huntersville  and  Parkeraburg  road.  See 

Bills  No.  22. 
Red  and  Blue  Sulphur  springs  turnpike. 

See  Bills  No.  ZX 


Digitized  by  LjO 


36 


INDEX. 


Patterson's  creek  turnpike.   8m  Bill*  No. 
24. 

To  foreclose  mortgage  on  Fishing  creek  and 

Sraithfield  road, 

Reported  on,  1£>2 

Acted  on,  LAl 

So  much  of  report  of  board  of  public  works 
aa  relates  to  Fishing  creek  road,  referred,  LIS 

To  amend  act  for  road  from  Weston  to 
Charleston,  lflri 

Reported  on,  \M 

For  a  turnpike  from  New  Market  to  War* 
renton,  i— ■ 

From  New  Market  in  Nelson  to  BufTsloe 
springe,  HI 

Surrey  to  be  made  of  Giles,  Fayette  and 
Kariawha  turnpike  ;  negatived  ;  vote  re- 
corded, LH 

Public  roads  in  Loudoun.  See  Bills  No.  122. 

Iee'a  ferry  road.   See  Bills  No.  800. 

Report  ot  assessors  on  the  charters  of  com- 
panies.  Doc.  No.  14. 

See  Tarnpiku. 

See  Rail-Roads. 

See  Surrrits. 

ROADS  AND  INTERNAL  NAVIGATION. 
Committee,  how  many,  (rule  88.)  ~± 
Quorum  for  business,  (rule  !WJ  & ! 

Committee  appointed,  L4 1 

Clerk  appointed,  L4 1 

Rule  suspended  to  add  to  committee,  Id 
Committee  added  to,  L9 
Clerk  to  committee  discharged,  151 

ROANOKE  CIRCULATING  LIBRARY. 
See  Bills  No.  220.  s 

ROANOKE  COUNTY. 
Petition  to  incorporate  Salem  savings  bank,  31 
See  Bills  No.  4JL 

Petition  of  citizens  to  incorporate  the  Roan- 
oke circulating  library,  141 
See  Bills  No.  222. 

Petition  to  incorporate  Salem  and  Mountain 

turnpike.  Hi 
See  Bills  No.  MO. 

Petition  to  change  court  daya,  1_l_1 
See  Bills  No.  ill 

Petition  for  separate  election,  ltM 
Reported  on,  i;>5 
Laid  on  table  by  general  resolution,  2l2 

ROBED  AIR,  (JANE  E.) 
Her  petition,  162 
Reported  on, 

Laid  on  table  by  general  resolution,  KB 

ROBERTS,  (GAIL'S) 
Vole  in  Marshall  election  decided  to  be  le- 
gal' 23 
ROBERTSON,  (JOHN.) 
Voted  for  as  senator,  HQ,  Ill 

ROBERTSON,  (PHILIP.) 
Hie  petition,  H7 
Reported  on,  Ujij 
Laid  on  table,  i;,  t 

ROBINSON,  (PHILIP  ) 
Hie  vole  in  Marshall  election  decided  to  be 
legal,  67 
ROBINSON,  (ANTHONY.) 
Transmit*  information  relative  to  indebted- 
ness of  membere  of  legislature  to  Bank  of 
Virginia,  (Doc.  No.  30J  62. 
See  Bank  of  Virginia. 

ROBINSON,  (ELIZABETH.) 
Her  petition,  4J 
Reported  on,  ar> 
Acted  on,  Sfi 

ROBINSON,  (HOWELL) 
Hi*  petition,  41 
Reported  on,  45 
Aeted  on,  5g 
Leave  granted  tn  withdraw  petition,  LU; 

ROBINSON,  (JANE.) 
Her  emancipated  »Uvea.    See  Bill*  .No 
ROBINSON  S  PRACTICE. 
Judges  to  be  furnished  with  it.  JjQ3 
Rejected,  LU3 


ROCKBRIDGE  COUNTY. 
Petition  to  declare  part  of  James  river  a  law- 
ful fanee,  30 
Reported  on,  118 
Acted  on,  ltil 
Petition  to  improve  North  river,  13 
Reported  on,  41 
Laid  on  table,  Li± 

ROCKINGHAM  COUNTY. 
See  Bills  No.  12tL 

Petition  for  appointment  of  inspectors  of 
flour,  32 
ROCKINGHAM  ACADEMY. 
Petition  relative  to  Rockingham  academy,  LOR 
Committee  discharged  from  petition  relative 

to  Rockingham  academy,  121 
See  Bills  No.  121L 

ROE,  (JOHN  A.) 
Vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  to  be  legal,  23 

ROGERSON,  (JOHN.) 
Vote  in  Marshall  election  reported  on,  42 
Decided  illegal, 

RULES 

For  government  of  house  adopted,  3,  4,  6,  6 
Twenty-eighth  rule  amended  and  committee 

on  banks  to  be  appointed,  20 
New  rule  added  prohibiting  members  to  draw 

mileage  for  returning  till  end  of  eeesion,  20. 
Motion  to  lay  it  on  table ;  vote  recorded,  20,  21 
Bill*  of  general  nature  to  be  printed  after 

first  reading,  4h 
Motion  to  amend  to  appoint  committee  of 

trade  and  mechanic  arts ;  laid  on  table,  1  In 
Amended,  and  a  committee  on  mechanic 

arts  4o  be  appointed,  1*3 
RUNAWAYS. 
To  increase  reward  for  apprehending  run- 
aways, 63. 
To  prevent  their  escape,  LL 
Reward  for  apprehending.    See  Bills  No. 

L2L 

RUSH,  (ROBERT. 
Hi*  vote  declared  illegal,  fifl 

RUTHERFOORD,  (JOHN.) 
Voted  for  aa  governor,  1  > 

RUTH,  (WILLIAM) 
His  vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  illegal,  GZ 

RYAN,  (GEORGE.) 
His  vote  in  Marshall  ejection  decided  illegal,  GZ 

S 

SALARIES. 

Proposition  to  raise  salaries  of  governor  and 
judges,  21 

Resolution  to  increase  salaries  of  judge* 
taken  up ;  amendment  offered ;  post- 
poned indefinitely  ;  vote  recorded,  in? 

SALEM  AND  BENT  MOUNTAIN 
TURNPIKE 
Incorporated.    See  Bills  V>  MO 

SALEM  AND  PEPPER'S  FERRY 
TURNFLKE. 
Petition  of  company,  iv- 
Reported  on,  LLi 
Acted  on,  LU2 

SALEM  SAVINGS  BANK. 
Petition  from  Roanoke  county  for  it*  incor- 
poration, J! 
IncorporaM.  See  Bills  No.  46. 

SALES. 

Commissions  on  sales  under  decrees.  See 
Bills  No.  205. 

SALT. 

To  amend  act  regulating  inspection  in  Ka- 
nawha, 122, 
Inspection  in  Kanawha.   See  Bills  No.  203. 

SALT  SULPHUR  AND  SWEET  SPRINGS 

TURNPIKE 
Company  to  be  incorporated,  63 
See  Bills  No.  lf>8 


SANXAY,  (R.  D.) 
His  letter  proposing  to  publish  new  edition 

of  Heaing'e  Justice,  119 
Letter  reported  on,  1  ?5 

Report  acted  on,  in 

SAVINGS  INSTITUTIONS. 
Lewisburg  savings  institution.    Petition  of 

citizens  of  Lewisburg,  Fft 
Lewisburg  institution.   See  Bills  No.  112. 
Salem  institution  incorporated.    See  Bills 

No.  HL 

Bedford  saving*  bank.    See  Bill*  No.  90«1 
Clarksburg  saving*  society.    See  BUI* 

No.  245. 

SAYRE,  (SQUIRE  ) 
Hi*  petition,  ]_7 
To  be  permitted  to  institute  a  suit  against 

North  western  road  company,  53 
See  Bills  No.  36. 
See  Bills  No.  L8Z. 

SCARLET  GUARD. 
See  Bills  No.  iL 

SCHEDULE 
Of  petitions  to  be  made  by  clerk,  (rule  22,)  '4 

SCHOOL  COMMISSIONERS^ 
To  be  allowed  to  pay  more  for  teaching  poor 


children 


Voted  ; 


SAMUELS,  (JOSEPH  IL) 
for  as  governor, 


See  Bills  No.  1U3. 
Abstract  of  their  reports,    Doc.  No.  4,  p.  15,  lfi 
Extracts  from  reports,  hid.  L2.  to  30. 

Books  in  use  in  schools,  41  to  44 

SCHOOL  QUOTAS 
Of  Orange  and  Greene.   See  Bills  No. 
Statement  by  second  auditor,    Doc.  No.  4.  p.  Li 

SCHOOLS. 
Common  school  system  recommended  by 

governor,  9 
So  much  of  governor's  message  aa  relate*  to 

subject  referred,  22 
Resolution  directing  committee  to  take  up 

subject,  23 
To  pay  school  commissioners  of  western 

counties  proceeds  of  delinquent  lands 

•old,  o£ 
Reported  on,  > 
Acted  on,  lCt^  lfil 

Vacant  and  ungranted  land*  to  be  released 

to  counties  for  schools,  SH 
Reported  on,  ]£1 
Acted  on,  202 
Mure  to  be  paid  for  teaching  poor  children,  20. 
See  Bills  No.  JJiL 

To  establish  district  free  school  system ,  90 
Committee  discharged  from  resolution  rela- 
tive to  district  free  school  system,  121 
System  to  be  established,  1£5 

SCHOOLS  AND  COLLEGES. 
Committee;  how  many,  (rule  2jJ  5 
Quorum  for  business,  (rule  29.)  5. 
Their  <itity  prescribed,  (rule  34.)  § 
Committee  appointed,  L4 
Clerk  appointed,  14. 
Leave  to  committee  to  ait  during  session,  112 

<  '•—  .  t  i n n 1 1 1       icharged ,  l,M 

SCHOOL  TREASURERS. 
Abstract  from  their  accounts, 

Doc.  No.  4.  p.  12. 13, 14 
SCOTT  COUNTY? 
Petition  for  an  appropriation  to  construct  a 

road  through  the  county,  hij 
Committee  discharged,  and  leave  to  with- 
draw it,  11- 
SCOTT,  (JOHN.) 
Report  upon  petition  in  his  contested 

election,  44 
See  Contested  Fltetitmt. 

SCOTTSVI LLE. 
Branch  of  Virginia  bank  to  be  established  at 

Scottsville,  L33 
Petition  for  a  bank,  42 
Reported  on.  00 

SEABROOK,  (JOHN) 
His  petition,  £2 
See  Bills  No.  142, 


d  by  Googl 


INDEX. 


37 


SEATS 

To  be  Mt  apart  in  hall  for  mill  and  execu- 
tive, (rata  Hi.)  4 
SECOND  AUDITOR. 
Bm  Auditors. 

Report  of  commitlaa  to  examine  hia  office 

presented,  22. 
Report  of  committee  on  office  read  and  acted 

on.  SL'JB 
Resolution  to  proceed  to  hia  election,  ilkj 
Election  agreed  to  by  eanate,  LLi 
Election  made,  152 

SECRETARY  TO  COMMONWEALTH. 
Resolution  to  proceed  to  election,  12fi 
Election  agreed  to  by  senate,  113 
Election  made,  152 
Hia  accounts  aa  Ubrarian  received  and  al- 
lowed, 

Resolution  to  assign  different  apartment  for 
him ;  rejected, 

SEINES. 

To  change  the  law  regulating  the  periods 

for  hauling  aeioee, 
Rejected, 

SELECT  COMMITTEES. 

Of  what  number  eompoeed,  (rule  31.) 

SENATE. 

Messages  from  senate  to  claim  precedence 
over  orders  of  day,  (rale  It,) 

Seat*  to  be  eat  apart  for  them,  (rule  IG,) 

How  messaerea  between  clerks  mar  be  inter- 
changed, (rule  21,) 

Resolution  for  their  recese, 

Agreed  to  by  house, 

Resolution  asking  appropriation  to  fit  up 
new  chamber, 

Referred  to  select  committee, 

Bill  presented.    See  Bilks  No.  283. 

SENATOR  OF  UNITED  STATES. 

Resolution  to  proceed  to  election  laid  on 
table. 

Resolution  to  proceed  to  election  kid  on 
table, 

Proportion  to  take  up  resolution,  negatived  | 

TOte  recorded. 
Resolution  taken  up  and  made  order  of  day  ; 

vote  on  taking  up  recorded, 
Order  of  day  for  fixing  day  for  election 

postponed, 

Resolution  taken  up,  amended  and  adopted, 
Resolution  agreed  to  by  senate, 
Execution  or  joint  order  postponed  ;  rote 

recorded,  <  Dt^  32. 

Postponement  agreed  to  by  senate,  08 
Election  proceeded  in  j  nominations  made,  100 
Resolution  from  senate  to  postpone  election ; 

negatived,  100 
Joint  order  proceeded  in ;  two  votes  recor- 
ded, liLi 
Resolution  from  senate  postponing  election  , 

agreed  to  by  bouse,  LID 
Election  again  proceeded  in ;  four  votes  re- 
corded, 110, 111 
Motion  to  postpone  till  5th  of  February  ; 
pre vioue question  called;  not  sustain- 
ed ;  ayee  aod  noes  thereon,              111,  1 1  '2 


ISC 


111 
121 


i 
1 

J 

33. 
33 

ua 


Postponed  by  hnuse ;  agreed  to  by  senate^  112 
Election  again  proceeded  in  ;  John  J.  Allen 

added  to  nomination  ;  vote  recorded,  1 1'.',  113 
Three  other  votes  recorded,  1 13,  1 14 

Postponed  by  house  j  disagreed  to  by  senate,  1 14 
Another  vote  recorded,  list 
Postponed  by  house  •  agreed  to  by  senate 

with  amendment  to  postpone  indefinitely,  111 
Motion  to  adjourn ;  vote  recorded,         114,  115 
Amendment  of  aenate  negatived  ;  vote  re- 
corded, Ll£ 
Senate  ineiat  on  amendment ;  house  recede, 
and  amendment  agreed  to;  vote 


ded, 


SEPARATE  ELECTIONS. 


IIC.,116 


Petition  for  one  at  bouse  of  Levi  Waters,  21 
In  Loudoun  and  Halifax.    See  Dills  No.  1L 
Petition  from  Nelson  county,  12 

10 


In  Nelson  at  the  Buffaloa  Ridge  springe. 

See  BilU  No.  208. 
To  be  established  in  Clarke  county,  C2 
I  n  Harrison  at  Milford.    See  Bills  No.  12. 
At  Swhier'a  house  in  Frederick.    See  Bills 

Nn.GZ 

At  Floyd's  store  in  Taxewell.   See  BilU 

No.  ZD. 

In  Franklin.   See  Bills  No.  85. 

In  King  William.   See  Bills  No.  118. 

In  Prince  George.    See  BilU  No.  I  r  I . 

In  Naneeroond  changed.    See  Bills  No.  220. 

In  Augusta  changed    See  BUIe  No.  220. 

In  Rappahannock,  Halifax.  Fairfax  and  Am- 
bo  ret  authorised.    See  BilU  No.  °37 

lu  Botetourt.    See  Bills  No.  » 5. 

In  AiWhany.   See  BilU  No.  266. 

SERGEANT  AT  ARM8. 

Daniel  Ward  appointed,  2 

Not  to  take  person  into  custody,  till  breach 
of  privilege  be  examined  into,  (rule  42.)  C 

To  endeavour  to  ascertain  who  hissed  in  gal- 
leries, mi 
SEWARD,  (WILLIAM  HJ 

Correspondence  between  him  and  the  execu- 
tive of  Virginia  relative  to  fugitives  from 
Virginia,  Doc.  No.  L  P-  31  to  43 

SHEEP. 

To  prevent  their  destruction  by  dogs,  102 
Owners  to  maintain  action  of  trespass  for 
aheep  killed  by  dogs.    See  BilU  No.  27ti. 
SHENANDOAH  COUNTY. 
Petition  for  appointment  of  flour  inspectors,  U 
Petition  to  add  part  of  Hardy  to  county,  HY2, 
Reported  on,  122 
Acted  on,  182 
Petition  to  authorize  court  to  subscribe  to 

Valley  turnpike,  J  L  208 

Remonstrance  against  it,  2UG 
See  Bills  No.  L32. 

SHEPHERD,  (SAMUEL.) 
Elected  public  printer,  19 
See  Printer 

SHEPPARD,  (BENJAMIN.) 
See  Bills  No.  210. 

SHERIFFS. 
To  amend  law*  relating  to  collection  of  coun- 
ty levies,  and  fees  of  certain  officers,  22 
Reported  on,  85 
Acted  on,  102 
Law  relative  to  time  of  paying  poor  rates 

and  clerks'  fees  changed,  62 
Reported  on,  So, 
Acted  on,  108 
To  credit  on  tax  bills  the  day  and  date  of 

collection,  SB 
Reported  on,  180 
Acted  on,  I4»' 

8HIELDSS  ADMINISTRATOR. 
See  BilU  No.  210. 

SILK  COMPANIES. 
See  .Munu/arfur-rajr  Companitt. 

SIMPSON'S  CREEK. 
Further  time  allowed  owners  of  roil'dams  to 

complete  earns,  22 
Act  declaring  it  a  public  Wghwe/  amended. 
See  BilU  No.  103. 

81NKINO  FIND. 
Second  auditor  to  report  its  •  mount  and  bow 

far  avaiUble  to  meet  engagements  of  state,  105. 
Report  made,  (Doc  No  t>5j  202 
ReceipU  and  dUbarawrooDta  stated  by  trea- 
surer, Doc.  No.  3,  p.  Gj  1 
8LAVE8. 

Proceedings  of  sute  of  Georgia  relative  to 
refusal  of  Ma-ne  to  deliver  up  a  slave  sto- 
len from  Georgia,  commented  on  by  go- 
vernor, al 

Refusal  by  New  York  to  deliver  op  certain 
fugitives  from  justice  communicated  by 
governor,  lii  12 

To  be  prohibited  from  being  employed  at 
terries,  25 

Reported  on,  28 


Acted  on,  112 
To  increase  reward  for  apprehending  run- 
aways, £3 
To  prevent  the  escape  of  runaways,  lul 
Reward  for  apprehending  runaways.  See 

BilU  No.  UL 
To  amend  act  to  suppress  circulation  of  in- 
cendiary publications,  11 
See  BilU  No.  Id. 

To  amend  act  of  March  1619,  112 

To  amend  act.    See  BilU  No.  LCO. 

To  subject  vessels  carrying  slaves  ont  of 

state  to  owners,  IK! 
See  BilU  No.  155. 

Condemned  to  transportation.    See  Bills 

No.  101. 

Emancipated  by  Jane  Robinson  to  remain 

in  stele.   See  BilU  No.  186. 
Act  concerning  alavee,  free  negroes,  dec. 
amended.    See  Bills  No.  180. 

SMALLEY,  (MOSES.) 
HU  vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  illegal,  £2 

SMITH,  (EDWARD.) 
His  petition,  52 
See  BilU  No.  108. 

SMITH,  (FREDERICK.) 
HU  vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  illegal,  LI 

SMITH,  (JAMES  M.) 
HU  petition.  21 

His  wharf    See  11,11.  No.  12! 

SMYTH  COUNTY. 
Petition  to  rescind  the  resolution  relating  to 
the  northern  terminus  of  the  road  from 
Marion  to  the  Plaster  banks,  llii 
Laid  on  table,  220 

SNEAD,  (JESSE.) 
HU  petition,  3d 
See  BilU  No.  12L 

Petition  for  incorporation  of  Richmond  col- 

leg.,  oa 

See  Bills  No.  112. 

SNEDEGER,  (GARRETT.) 
HU  vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  legal,  21 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 
Resolutions  relative  to  controversy  between 

Georgia  and  Maine,  112 
Committee  discharged  from  resolutions  in 
reUtion  to  the  ©enlrovsrsy  between  Maine 
and  Georgia,  _  222 
Sf^THGATE,  (JOHN.) 
Transmits  »t  of  members  of  legUlalora  in* 
dented  ">  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia, 

(Dor- «o  AO 
See  tuhang*  Hank. 

80UTHALL,  (VALENTINE  W.) 
V  oted  for  as  senator,  110.  Ill 

8PARTAPOLI8 
Town.   See  BilU  No.  LL 

8PEAKER. 
Thomas  W.  Gilmer  elected,  2 
Vote  recorded,  3 
To  recognixe  members  addressing  chair  by 

name,  (rule  3J  3 
May  call  member  to  chair  for  one  day, 

(rule  15.)  4 
To  set  apart  privileged  seats,  (rule  10.)  4 
To  examine  journals,  (rule  I9j}  1 
To  appoint  standing  committees,  (rule  28.)  & 
How  to  decide  questions,  (rule  37,)  5,  g 

To  declare  who  elected  on  joint  vote, 

(rule  44J  fi 
Rule  suspended  to  allow  him  to  place  mem- 
ber in  chair  for  more  than  one  day,  ].riQ 
After  absence,  resumes  chair,  171) 
Thanks  voted  to  him,  212 
Signs  enrolled  bilU,   23f>, 237, 242, 243, 244, iili 

SPECrAXTJATCT 
Proceedings  limited.   See  BilU  No.  122. 

SPECIAL  COURT  OF  APPEALS. 
To  amend  act,  2fJ 
See  BilU  No.  2fi, 

SPEECH  E8. 

8ee  Drier*. 


Google 


INDEX. 


8POTTSYLVANIA  COUNTY. 
Petition  to  declare  North  Anna  nver  lawful 

fence, 
Reported  on, 
Acted  on, 

8PRATLEY,  (JOSEPH.) 
Ilia  depoeilion  in  Norfolk  election, 

8PR1NG8  COMPANIES. 
Tare  well  White  Sulphur  company  to  be  in- 
corporated, 
See  Bills  No.  15Z. 

Hot  springe  company  to  be  incorporated, 
i  Rill.  V  i  l-j 


20  j 

in  ! 

m 

35 


12 

45 


33 

225 
223 


See  Bilh  No.  122. 

SQUARE,  PUBLIC. 
Richmond  fire  association  to  erect  an  engine 

houee  on  eoutheaat  corner, 
See  Billi  No.  m 

STANFORD,  (JOHN.) 
Hia  vote  in  Norfolk  borough  decided  illegal, 

STATUTES  AT  LARGE. 
Copies  to  be  distributed  to  clerka  of  courts, 
Agreed  to  by  eenate, 

8TAY  LAW. 
See  Billa  No.  £13. 

STENOGRAPHERS. 
Seata  aaaigned  editors  to  take  notea  of  pro- 
ceedings, 

STEVENS,  (RICHARD.) 
Hia  petition, 
Reported  on, 
Acted  on, 

See  Sltrm*,  (Ridtant.) 

STEWART,  (V.  A.) 

Hia  petition, 
Laid  on  table, 

STILLMAN,  (ELEAZER.) 
His  vote  in  Norfolk  decided  bad, 

STOCKS. 

Motion  to  aell  stock  of  fund  for  internal  im- 
provement to  raise  money  for  Northwest- 
ern road  -,  negatived  ;  vote  recorded, 

Information  called  for  from  treasurer  relative 
to  money  borrvwed  to  pay  state's  subscrip- 
tion to  bauk  stocks, Interest  and  dividends 
thereon, 

Information  communicated  br  treasurer, 
(Doc.  No.  16.) 

He-issue  of  etate  stock  due  Sank  of  Virgi- 
nia, 

See  Bills  No.  uL 

Second  auditor  to  furnish  statcmeis  of  ^ebl 
of  stale  and  its  stocks  and  resource* 

Furnished, 
Printed,  Doc.  No.  52. 

STONEWALL  IRON  MANUFACTORi 
Charter  revived,  143 
Bee  Bills  No.  215. 

STOREKEEPER  TO  PENITENTIARY. 
To  be  elected,  157,  170 

Agreed  to  by  senate,  163,  112 

Election  made,  TT?  113 

STORMS,  (RICHARD.) 
Hia  petition, 
Reported  on, 
Acted  on, 

Bee  Slants,  (RicAord.) 

STOUT,  (WILLIAM.) 
Hia  petition, 
Reported  on, 
Acted  on. 

8TRA8BURG  ACADEMY. 
To  pay  its  school  quota, 
See  Bills  No  111a. 

8UBP02NAS. 
How  sued  out  sgsinst  members,  (rule  39,) 

8U  BSCRI PTION8. 
To  prevent  any  new  subscription  for  public 
works, 

To  worka  of  improvement  suspended.  See 
Bills  No.  130. 

SUMMERS,  (LEWIS.) 
Voted  tor  aa  governor, 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  ARMORY. 
His  report  transmitted  ty  governor,  (Doc. 

No.  lW  54 
SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PENITENTIARY. 
To  be  elected,  152.  120 

Agreed  to  by  eenate,  163, 122 

Election  made,  T72T  123 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBUTT 
BUILDINGS. 
Statement  of  repairs  necessary  to  govern- 
ment house  presented,  134 
8UPLF.R,  (EDWARD.) 
His  vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  legal,  24 

SUPPLEMENT  TO  CODE. 
One  copy  to  be  furnished  esch  committee,  22 

SURPLUS  REVENUE. 
Treasurer  to  communicate  certain  informa- 
tion relative  in  the  disposition  of  surplus 
from  United  Stales,  32 
Information  communicated,  (Doe.  No.  18,)  &fl 

SURRY  COUNTY. 
Renewing  recorda  of  deede,  Ac.  £2 
See  Bills  No.  ILL 

Petition  to  release  state's  right  to  certain  mo- 
ney to  Edward  1L  Womble,  HC 
See  Billa  No.  212. 
6  SURVEYS 
To  be  made  of  Craig's  creek, 
123  j  Reported  on, 
141  j  Acted  on, 

IliZ  Of  route  for  road  from  Berry's  ferry  to  in- 
1     tersect  Staunton  road  at  Middletown, 
Of  road  from  Winchester  to  Berry's  ferry, 
Reported  on, 
Acted  on, 

Of  road  from  Bunker'a  Hill  in  Berkeley  to 

Northwestern  road, 
Reported  on, 
Acted  on, 

Enquiry  into  propriety  of  suspending  all  sur- 
veys of  roads  and  canals, 
See  Bills  No.  IBS. 

Resolution  to  suspend  geological  survey, 
Vote  recorded  thereon, 
Motion  to  amend  bill  to  suspend  all  appro- 
priations for  roads  except  those  com 
me  need, 

Motion  to  amend  amendment  so  as  to  include 
in  exception  Uiose  roads  to  which  the  mo- 
ney has  been  actually  subscribed ;  vote  re- 
corded, 800,2m 
Question  on  original  amendment;  vote  re- 
corded, mil 
Passed  j  vote  recorded,  2111 
Resolution  for  survey  of  Giles,  Fayette  and 
Kanawha  turnpike  ;  negatived ;  vole  re- 
corded, lfll 
SUSPENSION  OF  BANKS 
t-tmmonieated  by  governor,  2 
Set  Bank*. 

SWurr  AND  BLUE  SULPHUR  SPRINOS 
I  TURNPIKE, 
i  Charter  u  he  revived  and  amended,  112 
ion   See  Bills  IV,  18.V 

SWEET  SKlNGS  AND  8 ALT  SULPHUR  ! 
TURNPIKE 

See  Bills  No.  15t 

SYLVH8TER,  (SALLY.) 

Her  petition,  9a 

Reported  on,  lflH 

Acted  on,  lgo 
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TANZEY,  (CALEB.) 

His  petition, 

Documents  to  be  used  in  contested  election 

presented, 
Report  on  petition, 
Ordered  to  be  printed.    Doe.  No.  I!> 
Report  of  committee  in  hie  contested  election 

taken  up,  (Doc.  No.  13.) 
Heard  at  bar, 


See  Confuted  Election}, 
122  i  Petition  rejected, 


TAXABLE  PROPERTY. 
See  Bills  No.  LL 

TAXES. 

To  provide  for  the  collection  of  delinquent 

property  tax, 
Reported  on, 
Acted  on, 

Sheriffs  to  credit  on  tax  bills  the  day  and 

date  of  collection, 
Reported  on, 
Acted  on, 

Collection  of  taxes,  levies  and  poor  rates. 

See  Bills  No.  31. 
On  liceneee.    See  Bills  No.  15. 
Bill  imposing  taxes  considered.   See  Bills 

No.  256. 

Motion  to  commit  bill  with  instructions  not 
to  alter  rates,  ill 

And  to  provide  for  temporary  loan,  203 

Motion  to  amend  proposition  to  commit,  di- 
recting sale  of  bank  stock,  iflSi 

Question  on  amendment  as  amended ;  vote 
recorded, 

Motion  to  amend  further  so  as  to  strike  out 
provision  for  temporary  loan;  vote  re- 
corded, 

Question  on  proposition  to  commit  with  in- 
struction ;  vote  recorded, 
Bill  imposing  taxes  presented.   See  Bills  No. 

273. 

TAYLOR,  (ANDER80N  ) 
Hia  petition, 
Reported  on, 
Report  acted  on, 

TAYLOR,  (CREED.) 

His  petition, 
See  BiUa  No.  52. 

TAYLOR,  (GEORGE  K.) 
Petition  relative  to  estate  of  George  E.  Har- 
rison, 
See  Bills  No.  30. 

TAYLOR,  (THOMAS.) 
His  vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  legal, 

TAZEWELL  COUNTY. 
Petition  for  repeal  of  land  law  of  1837, 
8ee  Bills  No.  120. 
Petition  for  separate  election, 
Separate  election.   See  Billa  No.  7JL 
Petition  to  amend  law  relating  to  sale  of  ar- 
dent spirits, 
Committee  discharged, 

TAZEWELL,  (LITTLETON  W.) 
Voted  for  as  senator, 
TAZEWELL  WHITE  SULPHUR  SPRINGS 
To  be  incorporated,  12 
See  Billa  No.  15Z. 

TERRA  SAL1S 
Town  to  be  incorporated,  US 
Town  incorporated.    See  Bills  No.  2D1. 

TESTATORS. 
Real  eetate  to  be  subjected  to  payment  of 

debts,  52 
See  Bills  No.  82. 

THANKSGIVING  DAY 
Set  apart  by  religious  denominations,  kept  by 

the  house,  iu,  11 

Agreed  to  bv  senate,  31 

Thomas,  (Wileman.) 

Leave  to  withdraw  petition,  & 

THOMPSON,  (R) 
Hie  letter  relative  to  notice  for  separate)  elec- 
tion in  Nicholas  county,  2Q 
THOMPSON,  (WILLIAM.) 
His  petition,  152 
THOROUGHFARE  GAP  TURNPIKE. 
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Petition  of  company, 
Committee  discharged  from  petition, 
T1MANU8,  (HENRY ) 


Hia  petition, 
Laid  on  tabl 


2l  to  £11 


uble, 

TOBACCO. 
To  repeal  laws  for  its  inspection, 
Reported  on, 
Acted  on, 
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TOLBERT,  (ELI.) 
Vote  in  Marsh*!!  election  declared  by 


t  illegal ;  dec  Mi  on  reversed  by  bouse,  G9 
TOMLINSON,  (ROBERT) 
Hia  vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  legal,  74 

TOWNS. 
Resolution  to  furnish 
with  laws, 

Rr  ported  on,  30 
Acted  on,  44 
SparU  changed  to  SpartepoUs.  See  BillaNo.  71. 
Trustees  forNsw  Market.  Sm  Bills  No.  193. 
Right  of  suffrage  in  Portsmouth.    See  Bills 
No.  194. 

Williamsport.    See  Billa  No.  196. 
Covington.    See  BilU  No.  221 . 
Drane.ville.    See  Billa  No.  999. 
Point  Pleasant    Sac  Bills  No.  160. 
Boothsville.   8m  Bill.  No.  fell. 
JeUersonv.lle.    Sea  Bills  No.  975. 
Terra  S.lie.    See  Bills  No.  201. 
Lewrenceville.    See  Billa  No.  65. 
Trueleea  of  Lexington  to  lev;  taxes 

Billa  No.  953. 
Tnadelpbia.    See  Bills  No.  98. 

TRADE. 

Motion  to  amend  rules  and  appoint  iUnding 

IN 
142 
143 


See 


Committee  to  be  appointed, 
Appointed, 

TRAININGS. 
To  amend  or  repeal  law  relative  to  trainings 
of  officers, 

Sum  to  be  assessed  upon  men  to  pay  wages 
of  officers  at  the  trainings, 

Rejected, 

See  BilU  No.  193. 

Of  officers  of  95th  regiment.  See  Billa  No.  1 0 
TRANSPORTATION  OF  SLAVES. 
Payment  for  alavea  condemned.    See  Bills 

No.  164. 

TRAVIS,  (WILLIAM.) 
Uis  vote  in  Marshall  election  declared  illegal 


Decision  I 


TR 


by  house, 

LEASl'RER. 


Committee  to  examine  bis  accounts,  (rale  39,)  5 
Quorum  for  basineei,  (rale  29,)  5 
Committee  appointed,  14 
Report  of  joint  committee  on  his  office  pre- 
sented, 145 
Acted  on,  198, 199,200, 201 

Resolution  to  proceed  to  election,  136 
Agreed  to  by  senate,  143 
Election  made,  152 
Hia  report  on  the  state  of  the  treasury  sub- 
mitted and  printed,  (Doc.  No.  3.) 
His  communication  relative  to  subscriptions 

and  payments  to  bonks,  (  Doc.  No.  9,) 
To  afford  information  relative  to  money  bor- 
rowed to  pay  stale's  subscription  to  bank 
stocks,  interest  and  dividends  thereon, 
His  ana wer  thereto,  (Doc.  No.  18,)  58 


to  actions 
See  Bills 


TRESPASS. 
To  extend  jurisdiction  of  justice! 

of  trespass, 
Jurisdiction  of  justices  in  actions 

No.  138. 

Action  maintainable  by  owners  of  sheep  kill- 
ed by  dogs.    See  Bills  No.  27C. 

TRIADELPHIA. 

Petition  of  J.  M'Muny  and  others  to  incor- 
porate town, 

Committee  discharged  from  petition,  and  re- 
ferred to  committee  for  courts  of  justice, 

Incorporated.   See  Bills  No.  98. 

TRIGG,  (WILLIAM  K.) 

His  petition, 

See  Bills  No.  166. 

TRUST  DEEDS. 

Leave  to  bring  in  bill  to  stay  proceedings  in 
esses  of  refusal  to  receive  bank  notes,  (see 
Bills  No.  283,) 

TRUSTEES. 
To  require  them  to  give  security, 
Committee  discharged  from  resolution  requir- 
ing trustees  to  give  security,  183 
TUCKAHOE  AND  JAMES  RIVER  RAIL- 
ROAD. 

Petition  of  Snead  and  Crouch,  38 
Tolls  increased  and  regulated.   See  Bills  No. 
131. 

TULEY,  (JOSEPH.) 
and  voted  for  as  brigadier  | 


40 


17 


100 


240 
12!) 


No.  102. 


No.  213. 


Nominated  and  voted  lor  as  brigadier  gene- 
ral, 908,209 
TURNPIKES. 

Companies  to  obtain  leave  of  county  courts 
before  appropriating  common  roads  to  their 


13 


2d 


Correspondence  between  the  governor  and 
live  to  the  suspension  of  the 


treasurer  i 
banks, 
His  annual  report. 


Doc.  No.  l,p.  11,12 
Doc.  No.  3. 


Statement  of  receipts  and  disbursements  in 
each  quarter  of  fiscal  year, 


Receipts  of  several  funds, 
8tate  of  treasury  at  end  of  each 

fiscal  year, 
Cincinnati  fund, 

monument  fund, 
TREASURY. 

ihlic  depositee  to  the 
by  governor  in  hi. 
message,  8 
Sum  placed  to  credit  of  state  standing  on 

books  to  credit  of  James  river  company.  914 
See  Bills  No.  879. 

TRENT,  (JOHN  A.) 


use, 
Reported  on, 
Acted  on, 

To  incorporate  Salt  Sulphur  and 

springs  company, 
Incorporated.    See  Bills  No.  158. 
To  punish  those  who  reraov 

change  direction  of  travel, 
See  Bills  No.  133. 
To  amend  1 9th  section  of  general 

law, 

Bee  Bilk  No.  133. 

To  amend  charter  of  Leeaburg  company, 

See  Bills  Ne.  183. 

From  Newbern  to  Tennessee  line, 

Reported  on, 

Acted  on, 

From  Oglie's  creek  to  John  Crow's  in  Alle- 
ghany, 
See  Bills  No.  178. 

Dunlap's  creek  company.    See  Bills  No.  178. 
Buchanan,  Fincastlo  and  Blacksburg  corn- 
pan  v. 
See  Bills  No.  187. 


itid.  P.  4,5 

of''' 
8,9,10,11  I 
12 
13,14 


CfS» 


No.  168. 


See  Bills  No.  186. 
From  New  Market  to  Warrenton, 
Rejected, 

Salem  and  Pepper  s  ferry  company's  petition, 
Reported  on, 
Acted  on, 

Charter  nf  Sweet  and  Blue  Sulphur 
ny  revived  and  amended, 

See  Bills  No.  185. 

Salem  and  Bent  mounts! 
Bills  No.  224. 

New  Market  and  Buffalo 
See  Bills  No.  227. 

Resolution  for  survey  of  Giles,  Fayette  and 
Kanawha  turnpike;  negatived;  vote  re- 
corded, 

Fauquier  and  Alexandria  company.  See  Bills 

No.  40. 
Daniel's  ran  and 

Billa  No.  27. 
Elizabeth  and 

Bills  No.  67. 
Red  and  Blue  Sulphur 

See  BUk  No.  73. 
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133 
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106 
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116 
116 
68 
118 
162 

119 


Valley  turnpike.  See  I 
Macon's  mill  and  Cold 

See  Bills  No.  191. 
Holliday's  cove  coni| 
Report  of  assessors  on  charters  of  < 
Doc.  No.  14. 

TYLER  COUNTY. 
Petition  lor  new  county  of  Wood,  Lewis, 

Harrison  and  Tyler,  17 
See  BilU  No.  134. 
Petition  to  form  new  i 

Lewis  and  Tyler, 
See  Bills  No.  134. 


UNAPPROPRIATED  LANDS. 
See  Education. 

UNION  ACADEMY. 
Petition  to  amend  charter,  48 
OfCaropbell;  act  amended.  See  Bills  No.  115. 

UNITED  STATES  SENATOR. 
See  Senator. 

UNIVERSITY. 
Copies  of  taws  of  other  states  and  of  United 
States  to  be  sent  to  university  by  librarian,  186 
UPSHUR,  (ABEL  P.) 
Voted  for  as  senator,  111 


V 

VACANT  LANDS. 


79 
89 


See 

VALLEY  BANK. 
See  Wo/  F^y  TtlstMPIKB. 
Petition  to  amend  charter, 
Acts  amended.    See  Bills  No.  102. 
Augusta  county  to  subscribe  to  stock, 
To  subscribe  for  stock  in  company.  See 
Bills  No.  132. 

VENUE. 

To  provide  for  change  of  venue  in  cases  of 

forcible  and  unlawful  entry  and  detainer,  133 
Reported  on,  149. 158 

Acted  on.  166 

VERMONT. 
Resolution*  on  the  subject  of  public  lands, 
Doc  No.  54. 
See  Lands. 

VESSELS. 
To  subject  vessels  carrying  slaves  out  of 

state  to  their  owners, 
See  Bills  No.  155. 

VIRGINIA  AXE  COMPANY 
Incorporated.    See  Bills  No.  100. 

VIRGINIA  JUSTICE. 
See  Bills  No.  29. 

VIRGINIA  MILITARY  INSTITUTE. 
Report  of  visitors  communicated  *J  governor,  10 
Report  of  board  of  visitors  printed, 

Doc.  No.  1,  p.  18, 19, 20, 21 
Treasurer's  account,  ,  '»>d.  p.  92 

Laws  and  regulations  of  Washington  coll. 

at  Lexington,  Md.  p.  f 

Port  of  governor's  mes»age  relative  to  it, 

referred,  „ „ 

Report  of  principal,  (.Doc.  No.  41 J 
See  BilU  No.  151 
Donations  of  b#oks  and  maps  fro 
library, 

VOLUNTEERS 


119 


183 


to  30 


18G 


191 


Company  »»"  light  infantry  in  Richmond. 

See  BVls  No.  54. 
Grenadier*.  Und. 
Searif  Guard.  Hid. 

Company  of  cavalry  established  in  Halifax. 
See  Bills  No.  78. 

VOTES. 

Members  not  to  vote  when  interested,  (rule  7 J  4 
Nor  unless  present,  4 
All  to  vote  when  present,  (rule  8,)  4 
Majority  to  decide,  (rata  9,)  4 
Ayes  Jdnoe.howc.Ued,(raJ.13J  4 
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INDEX*. 


4 

5 

117 


gene- 

208,209 


74 


38 
47 
56 
85 
135 


Joint  votes  en  elections,  (nil*  44,) 
Be*  .1ua  and  Abe*. 
Division  of  boon,  bo 
(rule  37,) 

w 

WAITE.  (OBED 
Petition  for  dividing  Winchester 
See  Bill*  No.  CI. 

WAGES 

Of  member.  disallowed  when  abMnt  with- 
out leave,  (rule  12J 

Member  succeeding  in  contested  election, 
when  entitled  to  pay,  (rule  36,) 

Bee  Pay. 

WALKER,  (WILLIAM.) 
Hie  petition, 
See  Bills  No.  174. 

WARD,  (DANIEL  ) 
Appointed  sergeant  at  arma, 

WARE,  (JOSIAH  W.) 
Nominated  and  voted  for  a*  brigadie 

WARRANTS. 
To  amend  lawa  relative  to  warning  and  r< 
newing  executions  on  warrants, 

See  Bills  No  49. 

In  civil  cases.   See  Bills  No.  234. 

WARREN  COUNTY. 
Quarterly  court  to  be  altered, 
See  Bill.  No.  r-7. 

WARWICK,  (HENRY  D  ) 
Petition  for  divorce, 
Reported  on, 
Recommitted, 
Reported  on  again, 
Laid  on  table, 

WASHINGTON  ACADEMY 
Of  Amelia.    See  Bills  No.  250. 

WASHINGTON  COLLEGE. 
Laws  and  regulations,     Doc.  No.  1,  p.  23  to  30 
See  Military  *icJtool 

WASHINGTON  MONUMENT  FUND. 
Stated  by  treasurer.  Doe.  No.  3,  p.  13,  14 

WASHINGTON  SOCIETY 
Of  University.   Their  petition , 
Committee  discharged  from  petition, 
WATERFORD. 

Petition  of 
Reported  on, 
Acted  on, 

WATER.  WORKS 
Of  Richmond.    See  Bills  No.  ll!l. 

W ATKINS,  (JOSEPH  S.) 
Nominated  as  governor, 

Voted  for,  137, 138, 139 

WAT80N,  (JAMES  G.) 
Elected  general  agent  and  storekeeper  to 

penitentiary,  172,  173 

See  Prnttmltart/ 

WATTS,  (EDWARD.) 
His  resignation  as  brigadier  general,  118 

WEBB*  (JOSHUA.) 
Ilia  petition,  100 
Reported  on,  106 
Acted  on,  )G0 
WELLSBURG  JEFFEHSON  SEMINARY 
Incorporated.    See  Bille  No.  1 17. 

WENNERS  FERRY 
To  be  established,  60 
See  Bills  No.  170. 

WESTERN  INSURANCE  COMPANY 
Incorporated.    See  Bills)  No  GO 

WESRERN  LAND  TITLES 
To  amend  and  explain  act  concerning  lakd 

Re«UBill*Nos.91.  120. 
Proceeds  of  sales  of  lands  to  be  paid  to 
school  commissioners  of  western  coun- 
tiee  to  build  new  school  houses,  Ac        2fi.  Ml 

133.  151 
168,  167.  202 
LUNATIC  HOSPITAL, 
tof  Erectors,  (Doe.  No.  28,)  80 


WESTERN  VIRGINIA. 
Petition  to  repeal  Laws  relsbve  to  sale  of  ar- 
dent spirit*,  156.  164 
Reported  on,  156 
Acted  on,  202 
WESTERN  VIRGINIA  SILK  AND 
AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY 
To  be  incorporated,  52 
Incorporated.    See  Bills  No.  136. 

WEST,  (JAMES  G.) 
His  claim,  48 
Reported  on,  61 
Acted  on,  C2,  63 

WEST  LfBERTY  ACADEMY. 
Petition  of  trusters,  17 
See  Bills  No.  04. 

WESTMORELAND  COUNTY. 
Petition  relative  to  glebe  funds,  131 
Committer  <h*chariTril  from  petition,  161 
WHARVES. 


Jnmes  M. 


nth' 


No.  22. 


u 


103 


131 
218 


44 


137 


s  wharf.  Sei 
WHEELING. 
Petition  to  incorporate  Wheeling  fire  and 

marine  insurance  company, 
See  Rills  No.  149. 

WHEELING  FIRE  AND  MARINE 
IN8URANCE. 
Petition  of  company, 
See  Bills  No.  148. 

WHITAKER,  (JOHN.) 
To  build  toll-bridge, 
See  Bills  No.  184. 

WHITEHEAD,  (>'.  C) 
His  deposition  in  Norfolk  election, 
WIFE. 

When  deserted  by  husband  to 
See  Bills  No.  165. 

WIGHT,  (JOHN.) 
Voted  for  as  general  agent  and  storekeeper 
to  penitentiary, 

WILD  FOWL. 
To  amend  act  to  prevent  deetruction  in  Ac- 
comack and  Fairfax,  (See  Bille  No.  55.) 
WILLIAMSBURG. 
To  change  time  of  holding  elections, 
j  Laid  on  table, 
Petition  to  amend  charter  to  enable  sergeant 

to  appoint  deputies. 
See  Bills  No.  ]fl. 
WILLIAMSBURG  LUNATIC  HOSPITAL. 
Report  of  directors,  (Doc.  No.  58,)  134 
See  Lunatic  Hospitals. 

WILLIAMSON,  (HAMILTON.) 
Remonstrance  against  petition  of  E.  and  T. 


173 


43 

18 
I* 

106 


Pollock  for  a  lerry, 
See  Bills  No.  60. 

WILLIAMSPORT. 
Leave  to  bring  in  bill  to  incorporati 
Incorporated.    See  Bills  No.  136. 


WILLS 

Of  personalty.   See  Bills  No.  75. 

WILLS,  (JOHN.) 
Nominated  as  judge,  104,  105 

WILKINSON,  (EDWARD.) 
His  vote  in  Marshall  election  declared  ille- 
gal by  committee,  j  60 
Decision  reversed  by  hnttee,  60 

WILSON,  (DANIEL  A.) 
Elected  judge  of  general  court,  104,  105 

WILSON,  (JOHN.) 
Vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  to  be  legal,  73 

WILSON,  (WILLIAM.) 
Hia  vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  illegal,  69 

WINCHESTER. 
Order  of  court  for  a  change  in  court  day*,  20 
See  Bille  No.  8. 

Petition  of  Obed  Wait,  and  other*  for  divi- 

ding  town  into  wards,  96 
See  Bills  No.  61. 

Petition  to  increase  warda,  At.  41 
Charter  amended.    See  Bille  No.  61 . 
Petition  of  Daniel  Gold  and  others  opposing 

change  in  wart' 
See  Bill*  No.  61. 


tolsl  need  i 
port  of  petition  relative  to  amendment  of 
charter  of  town,  presented,         108.  112.  131 
See  Bills  No.  61. 

Petition  for  road  from  Winchester  to  Berry'* 

ferry,  81 
Reported  on,  141 
Laid  on  table,  166 
Inspection  of  flour  and  meal.  See  Bills  No.  135. 

WINCHESTER  AND  POTOMAC  RAIL- 
ROAD. 

Petition  to  increase  capital,'  79 
Ixien  converted  into  stock.  See  Bills  No.  111. 
WINTERPOCK  RAILROAD 
ted.    See  Bills  No  58. 


79 


WISE,  (HENRY  A) 
Voted  for  a.  senator,  111 

WITNESSE8 
May  be  examined  to  preserve  testimony 

against  members,  (rule  39,)  6 
Privileged  from  arrest,  (rule  40,)  6 
Pay  secured,  to  ensure  attendance,  6 
Tampering  with,  how  punished,  (nil*  41,)  6 
To  authorize  dopr-sitmns  to  he  taken  where 

witneeaee  reside  out  of  eountv,  4 1 

In  civil  c*se-<     See  Bills  No  45. 

Wi  >I  V  I  S 

Reward  for  killing  in  Loudoun.  See  Bill*  No.  76. 

WOMBLE,  (EDWARD  H.) 
Hi*  claim,  110 
See  Bills  No.  217. 

WOOD  COUNTY. 
Petition  for  new  county  of  Wood,  Lewis 

and  Harrison,  15 
Petition  for  new  county  of  Wood,  Lewi*, 

Harrison  and  Tyler,  17 
Document  accompanying  petition  of  eiti- 
zena  of  Wood,  Lewi*  and  Harrison  for 
new  county, 
Naw  county  formed.   See  Bill*  No.  134. 

WOOD,  (ISAAC.) 
His  petition,  57 
See  Bill*  No.  135. 

WOODSTOCK  ACADEMY. 
To  nay  school  quotas,  122 
See  Bill*  No.  1516. 

WREN,  (WILLIAM  D.) 
Judgment  in  his  favour  to  be  paid,  (see 
Bills  No.  267,)  195 
WRIGHT,  (BENJAMIN.) 
Hi*  petition,  79 
Divorced.   See  Rill*  No.  140. 

WRIGHT,  (JOSEPH.) 
Vole  decided  good,  33 
WRITS. 

How  to  be  sued  ont  against  members,  (rule  39,)  6 

WRIT  OF  ELECTION 
To  issue  to  mayor  of  Norfolk,  36 

W'VTHE  COUNTY. 
Petition  relative  to  western  land  title*,  23 
See  Bill*  No*.  21.  ISO. 

Petition  for  new  county  of  Grayson  and  Wythe ,  60 
Leave  to  withdraw  petition,  208 
Petition  to  amend  law  relating  to  sale  of 

ardent  spirit*.  156 
Committee  discharged,  202 
WYTHEV1LLE. 

Petition  of  citi 
See  Bill*  No.  97 


YEATES'8  FREE  SCHOOL. 
Petition  of  Naneemond  to  I 


Report  !*<*  on , 
Laid  on  table 

YORK  COUNTY. 
To  change  time 
Laid  on  table, 

YOUNG.  (AARON ) 
Hi*  vote  in  Marshall  election  decided  legal ; 


122 
142 
166 

18 
18 
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